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8Cf“General  directions.  For  things  happening  in  Great  Britain,  France,  &c.  or  the  several  states,  see  their  own  proper  heads;  in  congress,  see  congress,  & c. 

between  gen.  Scott  and  gov.  Harvey  97;  remarks  of 
English  papers  101;  return  of  militia  113;  news  from 
England  115;  outrage  on  America  schr.  146;  foreign  no- 
tices as  to  147;  Buchanan’s  correction  of  his  remarks 
177;  troubles  again  196;  survey  208;  more  difficulties,  let- 
ter from  Alvin  Nye  214;  Mr.  Buchanan’s  report  on  the 
230;  relative  to  the  logs  323;  items  324;  geological  dis- 
covery 337;  English  items  as  to  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh’s 
appointment  341;  English  items  on  the  357,  386 

Braddock’s  death,  letter  from  R.  Orme  303 

Bragartzas,  seepirates. 

Brandon  bank,  relative  to  the  289 

Branding  and  whipping  soldiers  246 

Brandywine,  battle  of  344 

Brant,  major,  court  at  martial  for  the  trial  of  289,  338 
Brazil — information  from  192, 258;  international  law, 
case  of  death  on  board  a slaver  287;  speech  on  open- 
ing the  legislative  session  295;  unfortunate  affair  of  the 
Ganges  296;  relation  to  the  trade  with  323 

Bread,  size  of,  & c.  291 

Bread  stuffs,  333 

Bright,  Henry,  arrest  of  352 

British  affairs — see  Great  Britain,  boundary,  navy  255; 
ministry  arrangements  260;  post  office  292;  British 
Queen,  steamer,  arrival  of  353;  description  and  voyage 
of  359 

Brobson,  Wm.  P.  tribute  to  99 

Brougham’s  character  of  Carroll,  of  Carrolton  206; 
visit  intended  240;  his  character  of  Franklin  253;  cha- 
racter of  359 

Brussels  lace  292 

Buchanan,  James,  letter  correcting  his  remarks  177; 

his  report  on  the  northeast  boundary  question  230;  in- 
vitation to  dinner;  correspondence  267 

Buckeye,  steamboat,  explosion  245 

Buenos  Ayres — bombarding  81;  French  affairs  at  87; 
continued  blockade  1, 133, 193;  information  from,  1, 242; 


A. 

Abbatoire,  a sketch  of  240 

Abolition  petitions,  correction  in  Mr.  Clay’s  remarks 
on  33;  resolutions  of  the  state  of  Ohio  66;  in  French 
colonies  132;  Methodists  on  384;  convention  400 
Accidents  on  4th  July  352 

Acts  of  congress,  giving  the  president  additional 
powers  in  certain  cases  of  foreign  invasion  18;  list  of, 
passed  at  the  third  session  25th  congress  23, 24;  rela- 
tive to  naval  apprentices  204;  relative  to  the  Sabbath 
day  in  New  York  224 

Adams,  John,  letter  of,  on  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence 372 

Adams,  J.  Q.  on  phrenology  279;  toasts  354;  corres- 
pondence relative  to  Smithsonian  institute  380 

Administration  party,  convention  in  Vermont  309 
Advertising,  decision  in  a case  of  291 

Affecting  scene  336 

Agricultural  statistics  of  Susquehanna  county,  Pa. 
134;  products  in  Cincinnati  197 

Agriculture  and  domestic  manufactures,  petition  to 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for  encouragement  to 
250;  comparative  nutrition  of  roots  280;  Georgia  silk, 
sheep  shearing — wool — Washington’s  opinion  of  agri- 
culture, 285;  Webster’s  speech  at  the  Oxford  anniver- 
sary 409;  Dr.  Muse,  &c.  416 

Alabama — law  oi,  against  carrying  deadly  weapons 
48;  act  respecting  free  negroes  66;  invitation  to  Mr 
King,  and  reply  345;  condition  of  the  banks  of  400 

Albany — subscription  to  Stockbridge  rail  road 
Albinoes,  four  cases  of 
Alligator  hunt 
America — first  discovery  of 
America  Vespucci,  madam 
American  cutlery 
American  birds 
American  securities  in  England 
American  manufactures 
American  sailors  in  the  British  navy 
American  silks 

American  ship  building,  early  history  of 
American  vessels  in  the  whale  fishery 
American  antiquities,  Central  America 
American  commerce,  early  facts  in  relation  to  291 
American  consul  at  Leghorn  43;  atHavana  311,  395 
* 360 

364 
384 
292 
209 
410 
264 
323 
352 


208 
416 
324 
33 
41 

37 

38 
81 

83,  322 
197 
254,  272 
264 
268 
270 


American  and  Belgian  rail  roads 
American  slavers,  documents  respecting 
American  copper 
Ancient  history  of  the  rose 
Anti-masonic  electoral  ticket  of  Pennsylvania 
Anti-slavery,  letter  from  Roger  Sherman 
Antique  coins 

Antiquities,  graves  in  Kentucky 
Antiquities  in  Asia  Minor  discovered 
Appointments  by  the  president  39,  65,  81,  98,  129, 
145,  161,  177,  193,  241,  255,  305,  333,  353,  400 
Apprentices  in  the  navy  278 

Appropriations,  made  the  3d  session  25th  congress 

218 

Archimedes,  steamer,  new  invention  241 

Artie  land  expedition  254 

Arkansas  bonds  204;  caravan  to  Mexico  261 

Army  movements  36,  43;  appointments  39;  general 
orders  for  camp  instruction  195;  encampment  at  Tren- 
ton 203;  appropriations  for  the  221;  general  orders  No. 
23,  244;  examination  of  candidates  lor  the  medical  staff 
253;  of  the  German  powers  260;  Washington  encamp- 
ment 261;  general  orders  270;  appointments  ib.;  letter 
from  general  Gaines  271;  general  orders  No.  33,  233; 
medical  staff  ib.;  engineer  order  No.  3,  ib.;  move- 
ments 233,  239;  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  major 
Brant  289;  encampment  304;  visiters  of  West  Point 
academy  321;  their  report  331;  promotions,  appoint- 
ments, &c.  333;  resignation  320;  general  Scott’s  move- 
ments 370;  general  orders  374;  bull  at  camp  Washing- 
ton 391 

Arsenals  of  France  37 

Arts,  appropriations  for  promoting  the  useful  223; 
Sulley’s  Victoria  261 

Asphaltum  pavements  in  New  Orleans  130 

Atlantic  navigated  in  a skiff'  214 

Atmospheric  rail  road  214 

A tun  ley,  U.  S.  appointments  39 

Auburn  and  Syracuse  rail  road  213 

Audubon’s  ornithology  399 

Austrian  navy  260 


B. 

Bacon  Roger,  singular  foresight  of  226 

Baltimore — real  estate  in  224;  inspections  336;  com- 
merce of  399;  excitement,  Catholic  nunnery  400 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  243 

Bank  of  United  States,  resignation  of  Biddle  84 
Banks — suspension  of  payment  by  the  Michigan  state 
banks  33;  of  Savings  bank  in  Philadelphia  ft.;  of  banks 
in  Alabama  ib.;  forgeries  on  the,  of  France  and  Eng- 
land 37;  Louisiana  resolutions  48;  suspensions  at  the 
south  81;  robbery,  Dennis  G.  Orme  129;  statement  of 
general  banking  law,  and  various  hanks  130;  state- 
ment of  Illinois  state  banks  145;  the  Virginia  act  con- 
cerning 149;  Hamilton  in  Baltimore  193;  the  associated 
of  New  Yo;lc211;  Darien  ib.;  St.  Louis  ib.;  destruc- 
tion of  a,  at  Decatur  224;  letter  of  William  H.  Craw- 
ford on  U-  S.  bank  225;  circulation  of  the,  of  Louisiana 
241;  of  New  York  242;  Vicksburg  ib.;  Mississippi 
Planters  bank  ib.;  items  of  various*., • robbery  of  a, 
at  Washington  255;  protested  notes  of  the  Planters 
bank  of  Mississippi  255;  of  Pennsylvania  262;  cur- 
rency, &c.  273;  various  items  ib.;  loss  of  bank  notes 
ib;  the,  of  Michigan  277;  the  Brandon  2S9;  safety  fund 
bank  notes  289;  Dyott’s  manual  labor  bank  290;  af- 
fairs of  the  Batik  of  England  292;  Mr.  Jaudon  294; 
items  326;  the  Vicksburg  Commercial  and  Rail  Road 
bank  307;  of  New  York  343;  in  South  America  353; 
items  respecting  specie,  and  the  370;  Bank  of  England 
ib;  Bank  of  United  Slates,  in  New’  York  374;  various 
items  respecting  375;  condition  of  the,  of  Alabama 
and  Mobile  400;  injunction  on  a,  in  Massachusetts 
ib;  of  the  United  States,  and  brokers  405;  embarrass- 
ment of  the,  of  England  407 

Bank  note  exchange  255 

Banker,  Dr.  Dyott  36,  82,  290 

Bargy,  Peter,  Mr.  Chambers’  remarks  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  42 

Bark  inspection,  law  case  , 287 

Battle  at  King’s  Mountain,  original  document  relat- 
ing to  255;  at  Princeton  292;  Braddock’s  defeat  and 
death  303;  of  Pago  Largo  327;  of  Brandywine  344 
Beacon,  on  Romer  Shoals  334 

Bee,  col.  letter  of  259,  273 

Beets,  manufacturing  sugar  of  240 

Behemoth,  head  of  the  356 

Belgium — affairs  of  4;  negotiations,  terminated  212; 
indemnification  from  213;  railroads  360 

Bemis  case  196 

Bengal — religious  movements  in  409 

Benuffi,  T.  H.  correspondence  with  Fulton  Missouri 
committee  229;  with  the  Springfield  committee  334 
Biddle,  Nicholas,  resignation  S4 

Bill  of  mortality,  New  York  inquests,  &c.  360 

Birds  of  America,  38;  swiftness  of  the  133 

Birmingham — great  meeting  at  281,  311 

Blacksmith,  the  learned  198 

Blind,  education  of  the,  &c.  404 

Blue  laws  in  Massachusetts  261 

Bonaparte  family  368 

Boston — the  great  tree  at  134;  mob  at  264;  reminis- 
cences of  315;  steamships  to  399;  revenue  416 

Boston  and  Worcester  rail  road  244 

Bottomry,  case  of  408 

Boudin,  documents,  reference  to  Mexico  40 

Boundary — northeast  1;  (also  see  Canada)  letter  from 
the  governor  of  Maine  to  the  secretary  of  state  5;  reso- 
lutions passed  the  legislature  of  Maine  6;  letter  of  the 
governor  of  New  Brunswick — governor  Everett’s  mes- 
sage to  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  6;  British 
claims — Massachusetisresolutions  18;  reportofthe  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs  on  24;  Mr.  Buchanan’s  reso- 
lutions on  the  28;  proceedings  of  the  senate  thereon 
29,  30;  various  articles  in  relation  to  the  dispute,  mili- 
tary movements,  &c.  33,  34,  35;  governor  St- ward’s 
message  to  the  legislature  of  N.  York  35;  letters  of secre- 
tary Forsyth  and  Mr.  Fox  42,  43;  debate  in  the  senate, 
Mr  Preston  43;  Mr.  Davis  ib.;  Mr.  Buggies  44;  Mr. 
Webster  ib.;  Mr.  Williams  45;  Mr.  Calhoun  ib.;  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  section  for  accepting  50,000  volun- 
teers ib.;  the  bill  passed  the  house  ib;  resolutions  in 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  49;  Webstar's  explanation 
53;  resolu'ions  and  proceedings  of  the  legislature  of 
Maine  65;  movements  of  troops,  &,c.  ib;  governor 
Fairfield’s  message  70;  war  proceedingsin  Nova  Scotia 
71;  peaceable  aspect  81;  adjustment  of  the  boundary 
question  83;  difficulties  not  at  an  end  85;  agreement 


account  of  the  battle  of  Pago  Largo  327;  correspon- 
dence of  commodore  Nicholson  with  370 

Buffalo — commerce  and  trade  of  328 

Bunker  Hill  320;  monument  368 

Burrow’s  exploring  expedition  203 

C. 

Calhoun,  John  C.  letter  in  reply  to  invitation  306 
Cabooses,  American,  in  English  vessels  416 

Camp  Washington,  ball  at  391 

Campbell,  John,  U.  S.  treasurer  removal  of,  &c.  337 
respecting  369 

Canada — frontier  1,  33;  see  boundary  and  Great  Bri- 
tain; duel  in  35;  gov.  Arthur’s  speech  to  parliament  35; 
astonishment  at  lord  Durham’s  report,  &c.  68;  proceed- 
ings on  frontier  113, 129;  arrival  of  Papineau  in  Paris 
164;  recall  of  sir  Geo.  Arthur  and  outrage  on  the  Stephen 
Girard  161;  adjournment  of  parliament  and  items  177; 
proceedings  in  parliament  ib.;  account  of  the  out  -age 
on  American  flag  180;  contrast  between  the  An  erica n 
and  Canadian  frontiers  196;  extracts  from  Papineau’s 
history  of  the  insurrection  200;  seizure  of  the  schooner 
G.  S.  Weeks  214;  item  225,  243;  release  of  the  state 
prisoners  258;  affairs  of264;  address  of  sir  Geo.  Arthur 
*.;  items  265;  emigration  from  280;  outrage  on  a print- 
ing office  230;  items*;  emigration  from  290;  row  at 
Cobourg  321;  affair  at  Barnston  306;  debate  in  parlia- 
ment 364;  cost  of  to  Great  Britain  371;  sir  Alien  McNab 
371;  prisoners  384;  liberation  of  prisoners  399;  value  of 
property  burnt  &c.  416;  item  416 

Canals — observations  on  the  of  England  133;  tolls 
176;  tolls  ofN.  York  195,  338, 399;  the  Pennsylvania  ib.; 
trade  on  the  N.  York  210; breakers  ib;  New  York  trade 
of  244;  project  of  a,  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  279, 
322;  tolls  ot  the  Ohio  368 

Candia — the  island  of  312 

Carey,  Mathew,  honor  to  369 

Caravan  to  Mexico  261 

Carriage  wheels,  remarks  on  211 

Carriages  in  Paris  368 

Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  lord  Brougham’s  character  of 

206 

Canton — difficuliies  relative  to  opium, &.C.  213,327, 328 
Cave  in  Virginia  272 

Cedar  quarries  324 

Cemetery,  the  Green  Mountain  339 

Centennnry  Wesleyan  fund  98 

Central  America — information  from  210,  213 

Challenge,  Lafayette  and  the  earl  of  Carlisle  284 
Chambers,  Mr.  remarks  of,  on  Peter  Bargy’s  claim  42 


IV 


INDEX. 


Charleston  S.  C. — navy  yard  257;  yellow  fever  at  276; 
stranger’s  fever  400 

Chatham,  lord  and  lady,  domestic  affection  207 

Cherokees,  last  of  the  emigrants  48;  John  Ridge  342 
see  Indians;  troubles  335 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  finished  137  miles 

.131;  report  369 

Chicago  in  167  1 240 

Chili — army  in  113;  account  of  the  war  178 

China — items  67;  number  of  the  army  &c.  133;  sei- 
zure of  opium,  &c.  162;  tea  trade  295;  various  items 
from  295;  opium  trade  389 

Chinese  tree  corn  240 

Chivalry  in  olden  times  319 

Cienaga  lase,  beauty  of  82 

Cigars,  manufacture  of  356 

Cilley.  duel  345 

Cincinnati — prospeiity  of  337 

Civil  engineering  in  America,  by  Basil  Hall  202 

Ciaims,  payment  of,  by  tlie  Netherlands  209;  on  Bel- 
gium 213;  appropriations  for  payment  of  private  223 

Clay,  Henry,  correspondence  relative  to  the  land  bill 
5;  correction  of  the  remarks  in  his  speech  on  abolition 
petitions  33;  letter  from,  about  public  domain  177;  in- 
tended visit  306;  reception  at  Buffalo  346;  item  354;  in 
Canada  369;  correspondence  with  the  vvhigs  of  Nanse- 
rnond  397 

Coal,  vein  on  fire  33,  355;  history  of  Lehigh  coal 
trade  131;  trade  320;  shipments  of  355 

Cockney  sportsman  269 

Cocoonery,  283;  the  Highfield  399 

Coffin,  admiral  sir  J.  336;  letter  from  371 

Coins;  value  of  sovereigns  406;  of  five  francs  . 406 

Colburn,  Zerah,  death  of  146 

Colleges,  Dartmouth  240;  Yale  ib;  Dickenson  352 
Colonial  possessions. statistics  of  66 

Colonization,  item  224;  the  cause  329;  liberal  dona- 
tion ofT.  W.  Williams  368;  without  cost  384;  Saluda 
384;  sailing  of  emigrants  336 

Columbia  river,  information  from  280,  288 

Columbus,  original  letter  of  215 

Commerce,  decline  of  the  southern  349;  value  of  prin- 
cipal articles  of  imports  354;  aggregates  of  imports  and 
exports,  tonnage  &c.  of  1833,  403;  trade  of  England 
403;  import  of  sugar  404 

Commerce  and  agriculture  285 

Commerce  and  navigation  of  the  U.  S.  260;  early 
facts  of  America  291;  value  of  imports  and  exports  and 
other  statistics  328;  exports  of  N.  Orleans  349 

Commercial  convention,  report  of  the  committee  on 
importations  253 

Compliments  to  sea  captains,  a hit  at  278 

CONGRESS. 

Adams,  J.  Q.  resolutions  to  amend  the  constitution 
13;  explanation  32;  adjournment sine  die  17;  appropria- 
tion bill,  proceeding  on  13,  14,  15,  16;  the  bill  17;  for  the 
army  23;  for  fonfications  29;  bill  passed  30;  for  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities  in  Florida  30;  Mr.  Wise's 
substitute  for  the  military  appropriation  bill  31;  relative 
to  bills  making  32;  proceedings  on  the  bills  45,  46;  for 
building  post  office  46;  disagreement  on  the  general  bill 
ib.  78;  appropriations  made  at  the  3d  session,  25th  con- 
gress 218;  armories,  W.  C.  Johnston  in  favor  of  erect- 
ing 16;  army  appropriation  bill  23,46;  appropriations 
made  218;  assistant  door-keeper,  relative  to  electing  10 
Banks,  resolution  relative  to  10;  Bargy,  Peter,  claim 
of  42;  Benton,  resolution  relative  to  deposites  10;  bill  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  66;  boundary,  message 
and  documents  received  12. 14;  proceedings  15;  further 
documents  communicated  16;  Mr.  Buchanan’s  resolu- 
tions frjm  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  28;  pro- 
ceedings on  the  bill  29,  31;  debate  31;  Mr.  Wise’s  sub- 
stitute 31,32;  Mr.  McKay’s  amendment  32;  proceedings 
on  the  bill  il>.;  Mr.  Buchanan’s  report  223;  Buchanan, 
resolutions  on  the  northeastern  boundary  28;  his  report 
thereon  223 

Calhoun,  Mr.  on  the  boundary  question  45;  census 
bill  passed  30;  Chambers.  Mr.  remarks  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Peter  Bargy  42;  Cherokee  Indians,  report 
on  15;  civil  list,  debate  on  56;  claims,  hill  relative  to  ex- 
amining 10;  Columbian  college,  bill  passed  13;  congress, 
report  of  the  committee  in  the  case  com.  Elliott  4;  R. 
M.  T.  Hunter’s  speech  on  the  sub-treasury  bill  7;  items 
9;  representatives  elect  of  North  Carolina  369;  extra 
session  of  399,  Alexander,  Mrs.  9;  abolition  of  slavery, 
memorial  presented  9;  Connecticut  river,  bar  in  10;  con- 
stitution, amendment  to  the,  proposed  by  Mr.  Adams 
13;  courts,  bill  relative  to  certain  suits  in,  progress  of 
13;  Crawford  and  Balch,  relative  to  the  claims  of  28; 
Cumberland  road  bill,  proceedings  on  30,  47;  Cushing, 
Mr.  report  on  the  Oregon  territory  234 

Defalcations,  report  of  committee  87;  defalcation,  see 
public  officers;  Davis,  Mr.  on  the  boundary  question  43; 
defence  of  the  union,  bill  granting  the  president,  addi- 
tional powers  for  the  16;  debate  thereon,  hill  passed  the 
senate  30;  proceedings  on  the  bill  in  the  house  29,  30, 
31;  Mr.  Wise’s  substitute  resolutions  3 1;  proceedings 
31-2;  District  of  Columbia,  jail  9,  10,  31;  circuit  courts 
of  11;  documentary  history,  proceedings  relative  to  ap- 
propriations for  printing  29,  46;  Duncan,  Alexander,  re- 
solution relative  to, proposed  12;  the  publication,  &c.  19 
Elections,  bill  to  prevent  officers  interfering  in  9;  El- 
liott, commodore,  reporton  4;  resolutions  12;  Ellmore, 
Mr.  resigns  400;  Evans,  Mr.  explanation  32 

Florida,  bill  relative  to  considered  13;  passed  30; 
communication  from  the  governor  of  46;  foreign  af- 
faiis,  report  of  the  committee  on,  in  relation  to  the 
northeastern  boundary  21;  see  boundary;  on  the 
claims  on  Mexico  25;  foundry,  proceedings  on,  pro- 
vision for  establishing  a 32;  French  spoliations  55;  Ful- 
ton, Robert,  heirs  of  55 


Georgia,  claims  of,  proceedings  on  15;  Georgetown 
college,  relative  to  the  bill  31;  Globe,  relative  to  a pub- 
lication in  the  12;  the  publication  19 

Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  speech  of  on  the  sub-treasury  7 
Illinois,  resolution  relative  to  the  sub-treasury  10; 
imprisonment  for  debt,  proceedings  on  the  bill  to  abo- 
lish 14;  Indian  lands  west  of  Missouri  10;  Indian  affairs 
12,  16;  report  respecting,  received  30;  proceedings  on 
the  bill  relative  to  the  46,  47;  Indiana,  resolution  rela- 
tive to  slavery  presented  15;  Invasion,  giving  president 
powers  to  resist  56;  investigating  committee,  relative  to 
payment  of  expenses  of  30 

Jail  in  the  District  of  Columbia  10,  31,47;  Journal 
relative  to  the  9;  judicial  system  bill  to  amend  the  10; 
passed  ib;  judiciary  system,  proceedings  on  the  bill  re- 
lative to  the  13;  bill  passed  14 

King,  Mr.  elected  president  pro.  tem.of  the  senatelO 
Light  houses,  &c.  bill  reported  13;  at  Little  Egg  Har- 
bor 15 

Madison,  George  9;  Madison  papers,  proceedings  on 

the  47,  78;  Maine  10;  Mr.  William’s  remarks,  debate 
11;  message  and  documents  12,  14,  15;  additional  do- 
cuments 16;  see  boundary;  appropriation  for  fortifica- 
tions negatived  56;  marine  corps,  bill  relative  to  10,  15; 
Massachusetts  militia  claim,  proceedings  on  46;  mes- 
sage relative  to  the  Maine  boundary  received  14,  16; 
Mexico,  call  for  information  13;  Michigan,  resolution 
of  relative  to  naturalized  citizens  10;  military  and  naval 
defences,  president  to  report  on  55;  militia,  see  Massa- 
chusetts; mint  10 

Naturalization  law,  memorial  for  a change  of  the  103 
Oregon  territory  10;  Mr.  Cushing’s  reporton  the 234; 
orphan  asylum  77 

Patent  office,  proceedings  on  the  bill  relative  to  47; 
Pea  Patch,  relative  to  purchasing  the  47;  Polit,  Mr.  see 
speaker  H.  R..;  Pope,  Mr.  appropriation  speech  58; 
postmaster  general,  proceedings  of  the  senate  in  rela- 
tion to  the  26;  his  letter  to  the  senate  28;  president  U. 
S.  bill  giving  additional  powers  to  the,  for  defence  of 
the  union  16;  debate  on  56,  57;  Preston,  Mr.  on  the 
boundary  question  43;  printing,  relative  to,  documen- 
tary history  29;  do.  for  congress  ib,  56;  public  lands, 
relative  to  the  bill  13, 14;  public  moneys,  relative  to  the 
in  the  hands  of  officers,  passed  10;  public  officers,  re- 
port on  the  defalcation  ot  certain  15 

Revolutionary  claims,  report  relative  to  15;  proceed- 
ings thereon  30;  Ruggles,  Mr.  on  the  boundary  ques- 
tion 44 

Secretary  of  war,  letter  and  reports  from  the,  receiv- 
ed 15;  senate,  vice  president  takes  leave  of  the  10;  Mr. 
King  elected  president  pro.  tern,  ib;  bill  relative  to  in- 
terference of  officers  with  elections  9,  27;  Mr.  Tal- 
madge’s  substitute  27;  Mr.  Smith’s  speech  ib;  proceed- 
ings relative  to  the  postmaster  general  26,  27;  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan’s resolution  from  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations relative  to  N.  E.  boundary  28,  29,  30;  on  the 
appropriations  for  printing  documentary  history  29;  re- 
lative to  printing  for  congress  ib;  debate  on  the  boun- 
dary question  43, 44, 45;  session  of  congress,  observations 
on  the  17;  slavery,  amendment  tothe  constitution  rela- 
tive to,  proposed  13;  Indiana  resolutions  on,  presented 
15;  petitions  55;  Smithsonian  bequest  10,  11;  Smith,  T. 
J.  memorial  of,  withdrawn  30;  speaker,  vote  of  approba- 
tion to  the  46;  his  farewell  address  47;  steam  revenue 
cutter  55;  sub-treasury,  Mr.  Hunter’s  speech  on  the  7; 
resolution  oflliinois  10 

Talmadge,  Mr.  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt 
66;  tobacco  trade,  report  on  13;  communication  rela- 
tive to  30;  treasury,  report  of  accounts  settled  30;  trea- 
sury notes,  bill  relative  to  10 

Vice  president  takes  leave  of  the  senate  10 

Webster,  Mr.  on  the  boundary  question  4-1;  Wise. 
Mr.  substitute  for  the  bill  relative  to  the  northeastern 
boundary  31,  32;  Washington  city  jail  9;  Weir,  Mr 
death  cf  18 

Yeas  and  nays  on  bill  giving  president  powers  58 

Congress  observations  on  the  session  of 
Congress  of  Panama 
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210 

Connecticut — democratic  convention  48;  result  of 
elections  81;  strength  of  parties  in  161;  statistics  ib.; 
whig  convention  208;  whig  members  of  the  legislature 
254;  divorce  case  254;  resolutions  of  whig  members  285; 
item  fifty  years  ago  308;  early  disputes  with  Pennsyl- 
vania 344;  tornado  in  384,  388 

Consul  at  Martinique  255;  Trist  290;  Venezulan  at 
New  York  353;  of  Wurtemburg  399 

Contingent  expenses,  appropriation  for  Indians  218 
Conventions,  southern  commercial  131;  states  rights, 
Georgia  203;  whig  convention  of  Connecticut  208; 
southern  commercial  253;  the  whig,  of  Pennsylvania 
259,  of  editors  in  Ohio  352;  abolition  400 

Cook,  Ba’es,  affair  with  Indians  340 

Cooper,  Dr.  notice  of  33,  261 

Cooper,  the  tragedian,  sale  of  his  stage  dresses  387 
Copper  mine  in  Maryland  277 

Copper  in  Main  land  36S;  American  384;  N.  Jersey 

399 

Copy  right,  case  of  262 

Corn  market  4,  199,  338 

Corporations,  New  Plampshire  resolutions  on  348 
Cotton  market  4;  quantity  of  67,  68;  speculations  in 
161;  market  199,  200;  relative  to  the  cotton  circular  241; 
new  cotton  circular,  from  Georgia  349;  manifesto  of 
the  cotton  spinners  351;  new  399;  loss  on  not  getting  it 
to  market  ib.;  cotton  trade  of  India  405;  English  mar- 
ket ■ 403 

Cotton,  circular  relative  to  the  prices  of  249;  remarks 
on  the  circular  253;  new  species  ot  272;  price  of  337; 
author  of  the  circular  369;  statistics  of  376 


Courts,  supreme,  U.  S.  2;  District  of  Columbia  11;  of 
inquiry  in  col.  Brant’s  case  160 

Cows,  great  milker  272 

Crane’s,  capt.  adventure  across  the  Atlantic  in  a 
skiff'  244 

Crawford,  W.  H.  letter  of,  relative  to  U.  S.  bank  255 
Creek  (Indians)  reservations  330 

Crimes,  statistics  of,  in  France  244,  309;  in  N.  York 

363 

Crops,  condition  of208;  in  Mississippi 254;  in  Europe 

358 

Cuba,  regulations  at  243 

Cumberland  road,  survey  from  Vandalia  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi 368 

Custom  house  frauds  at  New  York  267 

Cutlery,  American  37 

D. 

Daguerrotype,  description  of  134 

Darrien — bank  of  211 

Dartmouth  college  240 

Davis,  John,  senator,  for  vice  president  387 

Deadly  weapons,  law  of  Alabama  against  48 

Deaf  and  dumb,  &c.  education  of  404;  marriage  of  ib. 
Deaths — of  general  Holstein  224;  of  the  attorney  ge- 
neral of  Hayti  254;  of  William  Brooks  ib;  the  last  of 
the  Huguenots  288;  A.  Vanderveer  337;  major  Jack 
Berry  352;  Timothy  Conklin  ib;  Z.  Kendle  400 

Debt  of  various  countries,  with  proportion  payable 
by  each  individual  260,  354 

Decatur  at  Tripoli  363 

Declaration  of  Independence,  John  Adam’s  letter  on 
the  372 

Defalcations,  report  of  committee  on  87;  see  investi- 
gating committee. 

Delaware,  state  of  17 

Deposites,  removal  of,  col.  Duane’s  volume  131 

Deputy  postmasters,  appointments  of  39 

Desperate  conflict  with  tuna  way  negioes  244 

Devotion , custom  in  Ireland  226 

DeWitt,  charge  d’affairs,  reception  by  president  145 
Diamonds,  Swaim’s  panacea  369 

Dickinson  college,  commencement  352 

Dinner,  invitation  to  Tho.  H.  Benton,  and  reply  228 
Diploma,  Washington’s  343 

Discovery  of  America  38 

Distances  of  places  in  the  west  330 

Divorces,  in  Ohio  224;  cases  in  Connecticut  254 

Domestic  affection  in  high  life,  lord  and  lady  Chat- 
ham 207 

Doves,  sagacity  of  226 

Drought  in  the  southern  states  304 

Dublin—  misery  in  198 

Duelling,  the  anti-duelling  law  69;  of  Cilley  345;  the 
Turkish  laws  on  399 

Duties  on  imports,  treasury  circular  of  instructions 
17;  on  whale  oil  339 

Dyott,  Dr.  “manual  labor  hanker”  36;  bill  found 
against  82;  trial  for  fraudulent  insolvency  395 

E. 

Earthen  houses  and  earthen  fences  307 

East  Indies — affairs  36,  212,  243;  cotton  trade  of 405 
English  army  enters  Candahar  408;  religious  excite- 
ment at  Bengal  409 

Eastport — fire  at  307 

Eckfeldt,  Adam,  tribute  of  respect  to  52 

Ecuador — South  America,  items  354 

Editor  to  his  patrons  65;  credit,  the  bane  of  67;  on  re- 
turning with  the  Register  establishment  to  Baltimore 

305 

Education  of  mutes  and  blind  404 

Egypt — reported  death  of  Mehemet  49;  items  from 
212:  Egypt  and  Arabia  283;  items  295,  341;  victory  over 
the  Turkish  army  408;  Shrzynecki,  commander  of  the 
army  . 416 

Elections — in  New  Hampshire  33;  in  the  4th  con- 
gressional district,  Mass.  113;  in  Rhode  Island  161;  act 
against  betting  on  176;  in  Virginia  209,  241;  Florida 
241;  time  of  holding  272;  Pennsylvania  290;  Adams 
county,  Penn.  304;  in  North  Carolina  385;  Pennsylva- 
nia 404 

Electoral  anti-masonic  ticket  of  Pennsylvania  209 
Electro  magnetism,  experiment  in  279 

Elliott,  commodore,  report  of  the  committee  in  the 
case  of  4;  affair  with  commodore  Porter  4,  41;  court  of 
inquiry  145;  proceedings  in  the  court  196 

Ellis,  Mr.  minister  to  Mexico,  departure  242;  his  re- 
ception " 343 

Emigration  386 

Encampment  at  Trenton  208;  ball  at  391 

Engineer,  Chevalier  de  Guerstner,  a foreign  288 
England — see  Great  Britain,  items  front  1,  199 

Erie  canal,  enlargement  98 

Espy’s  theory  of  storms  255,  268 

Everett,  gov.  letter  to  the  young  whigs  347 

Exchange  of  bank  note  255,  273,  326 

Excursion  to  the  falls -of  St.  Anthony  279 

. Execution  of  the  pirate  Williams  280 

Expenditures  na, tonal  from  1824  to  1837  195 

Exploring  expedition,  letter  from  the  commandant 
of  39;  respecting  officers  in  the,  as  to  pay  and  pro- 
motion 132;  a private  exploring  expedition  203,  278;  let- 
ter from  the  commandant  lieut.  Wilkes  251;  items,  336; 
letter  from  the  . 388 

Explosion  of  a coal  pit  Richmond  49;  submarine  98; 
of  Black  Heath  mine  102 

Exports,  aggregate  of  1S33  403 

Express  mail,  robbery  of  208 

Extra  ssssion  of  congress  399 

F. 

Falls  of  St  Anthony,  excursion  to  the  279 

Farmers  wit,  report  on  sheep  31 1 


INDEX. 


V 


Featherstonhaugh,  Mr.  appointment  as  boundary 
commissioner  • 340 

Fesch,  cardinal,  will  of  the  “ 405 

Fifteen  gallon  law,  copy  of  130 

Finances,  see  national  expenditures;  of  Russia  263, 

2S1 

Fire — house  of  refuge  in  New  York  burnt  198;  at  Port 
Gibson  261,  28S;  in  New  York  272;  in  Augusta,  Ga. 
288;  at  Eastport  307;  on  the  Canada  frontier  320;  at 
Cincinnati  399 

Fish,  mortality  amongst  352 

Fishing  vessels,  seizure  of  284;  Marblehead  285 
Five  frank  pieces,  value  of  406 

Florida — affairs  of  1 ; licut.  Mackallshot — maj.  Noel — 
capt.  White’s  house  attacked  35;  secretary  of  state  of  48; 
murder  of  S.  L.  Russsel  49;  general  Macomb  goes  to 
take  charge  49;  attack  on  dwelling  of  Edmond  Gray 
50;  trail  in  Jefferson  county  82;  major  Noel’s  death  con- 
tradicted ib:  troops  for,  an  attack  in  Jefferson  county 
113;  general  Macomb’s  arrival  130,  145;  Indians  carry 
off  prisoners  from  Tampa  161;  murder  of  lieut.  Hulbert 
178;  Indians  refuse  to  treat,  murders,  and  army  intelli- 
gence 194;  hostiles  come  in  to  treat  209;  murders  on  the 
Apalachicola  209,  military  outrage  at  Tampa,  corres- 
pondence 227, • election  241;  notice  of  Macomb’s  treaty 
ib;  murder  of  Mr.  Osteen,  &c.  243;  general  Macomb’s 
report  of  his  proceedings  in  249;  letter  from  Fort  King 
265;  massacre  on  the  Apalachicola  265;  public  meeting 
at  Talahassee  ib\  Seminoles  coming  in  under  the 
treaty  233;  letter  of  J.  Warren  and  J.  W.  Mills  2S9; 
from  J.  R.  Poinsett;  vole  on  becoming  a state  304; 
prospect  of  a close  of  the  war  305;  doubts  as  to  the 
treaty — death  of  capt.  Mitchell,  &c.  321;  massacre  at 
Culeosahatchie  369,  murder  of  Mrs.  Chairs  373;  the 
way  the  money  goes  ib.;  items  ib.;  seizure  of  Indians 
by  lieut.  Hanson  385;  topography  385-6;  loan  399;  par- 
ticulars of  attack  on  col.  Harney’s  detachment  401 
Flour,  shipment  of  254;  inspection  &e.  304;  of  Michi- 
gan 320;  items  338,  352,  368 

Foreign  invasion,  act  giving  the  president  additional 
powers  in  certain  cases  against  18;  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  northeastern  boundary  24;  on  the  claims 
on  Mexico  25 

Foreign  news,  see  respective  countries. 

Forgeries  on  the  banks  of  France  and  England  37 
Forsyth,  Mr.  declines  invitation  275 

Fort  Preble,  items  355 

Fortifications,  proceedings  on  bills,  relative  to  ap- 
propriations for  29 

Foster,  senator,  letter  of  337 

France — ministry  4;  arsenals  37;  steamboat,  force  of 
ib;  frigate  Alekandre  48;  failures  87;  and  Mexico  100, 
115;  abolition  in  colonies  of  132;  president  of  chamber 
166;  new  ministers,  &c.  200;  vice  president  of  the 
chambers  212;  items  from  213;  seizure  of  two  Ameri- 
can brigs  in  Rio  la  Plate  214,  statistics  of  crime  244; 
items  ol  news  from  232;  law  of  the  newspaper  press  in 
237;  items  of  information  295;  frigate  Nereide  326;  crimes 
in  309;  military  force  of  Paris  340;  storm  341;  the  sons 
of  Murat  343;  notice  of  new  light  houses  on  the  coast 
of  353;  items  407 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  letter  from  51,  226;  letter  from 
George  Washington  to  226;  Brougham’s  portrait  of253 
Frauds  in  issue  of  stock  of  Norristown  rail  road  146; 
on  the  customs  356 

Frederick  the  Great  and  the  U.  States  134 

Free  negroes,  case  of  prohibition  of  in  Louisiana  261 
French  and  English,  comparison  of  308 

Frontier,  see  boundary. 

Frontier  incidents — near  Fort  Winnebago  362 

Fugitives,  correspondence  of  governor  of  New  York 
as  to  requisition  for  149;  Bemis  case  196 

G. 

Gaines,  general,  letter  from  271 

Galvanism  336 

Gedney  channel  203 

General  post  office,  laying  the  foundation  of  211 

Geographical  discoveries  in  South  America  210 

Georgia — states  right  convention  208;  resolutions  of 
New  Jersey  relative  to  the  dispute  between,  and  Maine 
215;  Georgia  rail  road  263;  new  cotton  circular  349 
German  powers,  military  force  of  the  260 

Globe,  relative  to  a publication  in  the  12;  the  publica- 
tion— Messrs.  Duncan  Stanley  and  Slade  19 

Gold  coinage  at  the  branch  mints  ' 335 

Gold  mines  discovered  in  North  Carolina  131 

Gouverneur’s  case  205 

Grain  trade  of  Russia  37 

Gratiot,  general,  suit  against  131;  jury  disagree  145; 
case  of  353; 

Great  Britain — news  from — parliament — queen’s 
speech — Mrs.  Tugwell’s  death — affairs  with  Persia — 
various  items  3,  4;  meetings  at  Tullarnore  4;  summon- 
ing the  queen  37;  steam,  force  of  ib;  steam  navigation 
of  the  Atlantic  by  ib.;  speeches  relative  to  Canada  52; 
statistics  of  the  colonial  possessions  66;  lord  Gleuelg  re- 
signed, &c.  68;  items  of  news  ib;  items,  lord  Durham, 
&c.  85;  boundary  101;  news  by’ Great  Western  113; 
relative  to  boundary  question  and  items  1 16;  canals  of 
133;  items  and  parliamentary  proceedings  147;  items 
163iLreve:iue,  Bank  of  England  &c  161;  items  165; 
India  166;  post  office  regulations  in  211;  dinner  to  Vic- 
toria 212;  Irish  affairs  ib.;  items  from  212,  246;  whig 
ministers  resign — formation  of  a tory  ministry — sudden 
termination  thereof  246;  speech  of  lord  John  Russel 
217;  various  information  from — meetings  of  agitators 
231;  state  of  trade  232;  seizure  of  American  fishing  ves- 
sels 284;  post  offices  of  292;  various  items  ib;  state- 
ments relative  to  the  Bank  of  England  293;  scarcity  of 
bullion — trade  languishing  ib. ; various  items  294,  326; 
plan  of  education  327;  iron  steamboats  ib.;  markets, 


337;  rail  roads  339;  North  American  possessions  340; 
items  of  news  ib;  riot  at  Birmingham,  &c.  341;  ma- 
nife  to  of  the  cotton  spinners  351;  items  by  the  steam- 
ers 353;  357;  penny  postage  361;  debate  in  parliament 
on  Canada  affairs  364;  document  respecting  slavery 
ib;  Bank  of  England  370;  cost  of  Canada  to  371;  the 
first  vessel  that  displayed  the  thirteen  stripes  in  t’6; 
rate  of  interest  in  376;  items  from  387,  400;  trade  of 
403;  verification  of  an  acient  proverb  respecting  the 
sovereigns  of  406;  sovereigns  ib.;  information  from  ib. 
Great  Western  steamer,  dividend  272 

Greece — items  from  282 

Green  Mountain  cemetry  330 

Gaulamala — officers,  &c.  49;  items  243,  385 

H. 

Hall,  capt.  Basil,  on  civil  engineering  in  America  202 
Hall,  Francis  editor  &c.  372 

Hamburg  taken  by  the  Hollanders  358 

Hamilton,  gen.  notice  of  his  death  352 

Harvard  university  240 

Hastings,  lady  Flora  letter  from  207 

Hayne,  Robt.  Y.  letter  from,  respecting  his  politics 

145 

Hayti — death  of  the  attorney  general  of  254;  immi- 
gration to  384 

Havana — items  from  279 

Highland  clans,  enumeration  68 

History,  scraps  of  344 

Holland — affairs  of  4;  lake  Harlem  208;  negotiation 
with  Belgium 212;  takes  possession  of  Hamburg  and 
Luxemburg  358 

Holmes,  Dr.  accused  of  murder  255 

Holstein,  gen.  death  of  224 

Horology,  remarkable  invention  in  38 

Hosiery,  Saxon  38 

House  of  refuge  burnt  198 

Howard,  B.  C.  the  author  of  the  report  on  foreign  af- 
fairs 51 

Huguenots,  the  last  of  the,  Stephen  Thomas  288 
Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  speecli  of,  on  the  collection  and 
disbursement  of  the  revenue  7 

Hurricane,  at  Mariinique^  1 

Illinois—  Mr.  Stuart’s  letter  relative  to  doubtful  dis- 
trict in  131;  state  bank  145;  taxes  in  177;  Catholic 
chapel  at  Juliet  277;  lion.  R.  M.  Young  ib;  railroads 
in  325,  Mormon  troubles  in  336;  public  works  in  307; 
banks  and  pork  trade  of  352;  population,  &c.  368;  seat 
of  government  removed  368;  relative  to  the  secretary 
of  state  of  384;  silk  bounty  416 

Imports,  value  of  principal  articles  of 354;  aggregates 
of,  &e.  for  1838  403 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  Mr.  Tallmadge’s  bill  to  abo- 
lish 66;  bill  for  in  Massachusetts  82;  return  to  prison 
100;  anecdote  192 

Independence,  first  motion  to  declare  302 

Indiana — wheat  and  flour  in  278 

Indians — see  Floridawar;  rumors  of  hostilities  among 
western  67;  visit  of  Senecas  ib.;  emigrating  Seminoles 
131;  Red  Indian  dance  135;  number  of  Camanches 
195;  report  of  trial  of  one  of  Narragansett  195;  appro- 
priations for  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  depart- 
ment 218;  for  suppressing  hostilities  223;  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  243;  murders  near  the  Choctaw  agency  256, 2S3; 
death  of  William  Brooks  on  256;  Keokuck  killed  by 
young  Black  Hawk  280;  general  orders  against  gam- 
bling with  283;  war  between  the  Sacsand  Mohawks  322; 
Creek  reservations  330;  affair  between  Bates  Cook 
and  340;  John  Ridge,  the  Cherokee  342;  death  of  the 
Seneca  chief  major  Jack  Berry  352;  death  of  Tecum- 
seh355;  incidents  near  fort  Winnebago  362;  'death  of 
Ridge  ib.;  proposed  treaty  at  Cattaragus  369;  war  be- 
tween the  Sioux  and  Chippeways  370;  running  384; 
Cherokee  troubles  385;  battle  between  the  Sioux  and 
Chippaways  386;  number  of  computed  399 

Ingersoll,  J.  C.  remarks  of,  at  harvest  home  398 
Inhuman  act  262 

Insane  person,  attempts  to  enter  Buckingham  pa- 
lace 294 

Instructions,  &c.  speech  of,  H.  C.  Jones,  relative  to 

99 

Intemperance  and  crime  288 

International  law,  demand  for  delivery  of  a foreign 
fugitive — gov.  Seward  329 

Interest,  rate  of  in  England  376 

Internal  improvements,  extension  of  53;  important 
acts  relative  to.  in  Maryland  101;  reciprocal  between 
N.  York  and  Pennsylvania  114;  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  131;  of  the  west  262 

Inventions,  in  horology  33;  progress  of  226;  new 
mode  of  propelling  ships  241;  a new  ships  pump  23S, 
304;  fuel  saving  spark  consuming  apparatus  352 
Investigating  committee,  report  of  87,  103,  119,  135, 

151, 167,  182 

Iowa — the  landsof  4S;  seat  of  government  of  210; 
difficulties  with  Missouri  277;  slavery  in  368 

Ireland — affairs  of  .199,  212;  customs  in  226,371 
Irishmen,  resolutions  approbatory  of  gov.  Seward’s 
message  181 

Iron,  important  to  importers  of  244;  mountains  of 
Missouri  290;  steamboats  of  327,416 

Italy — affairs  with  England  212 

~ J. 

Jackson,  gen.  Andrew  337 

Jamaica — mortality  at  43;  apprentice  system  in  113; 
items  from  333 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  obelisk  &c.  301;  desecration  of 
his  monument  340;  remarks  on  the  sovereigns  of  Eu- 
rope 406 

Jesus  Christ,  death  warrant  of  226;  description  ol 
the  person  of  281;  colossal  statue  of,  &,c.  281 


Jewelry,  mnnufacturv  of  261 

Jones,  John  Paul  letter  of  3p$ 

Journeyman  printer  303 

Kennebec  river,  terrible  calamity,  destruction  of  the 

dam  245 

Kentucky— marble  quarry  in  272;  antiquities,  graves 
323;  schools  tn  320 

King,  Wm.  R.  invitation  and  reply  345 

Lace  caps 

Lafayette,  his  challenge  to  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  and 
repiy  * 284 

Lakes,  extent  of  the  133;  survey  of  195;  visit  to  the 
Sault  St.  Mane  409 

Lakes  of  the  west  393 

Land  officers,  appointments  39 

Land  office  money  321 

Lands  in  Ohio  196;  Creek  reservations  330 

Laurel  factory,  fire  at  the  399 

Law  cases— Beaubean’s  case  50;  reversal  of  the  Ala- 
bama case,  as  10  corporation  contracts  50;  Webster’s 
argument  on  do.  73;  insurance  case  99;  decision  as  to 
sale  of  goods  on  commission  132;  the  pay  of  the  reve- 
nue officers  subject  to  state  taxation  133;  Governeur’s 
case  20o;  case  oj  carelessness  of  a public  officer  208, 
22b;  decision  relative  to  uncurrent  bills  208;  quo  war- 
ranto case  209;  case  ol  illegal  duties  217;  case  of  special 
and  general  partners  225;  decision  that  the  steamboat 
law  dues  not  apply  to  the  Mississippi  waters  246;  labor 
on  Sunday  ;n  Mass.  261;  case  of  free  negroes  in  Loui- 
s'an.a  o1;oase,.0f  copy  riSht  2621  decision  of  judge 
Earle,  b.  Carolina  266;  steamboat  New  PJaven  272- 
decision  on  the  Massachusetts  license  law  286;  ao-ainst 
the  officers  of  the  Gazelle  steamboat  for  assauTt  286- 
case  against  capt.  C.  Taber  trial  of  Wm.  L.  McKenzie 
23b;  Philip  Ne.son,  a free  black  287;  international  law, 
Brazil  ib;  bark  inspection  case  287;  Montgomerv  vs. 
Parker  tresspass  it;  newspaper  press  in  France  it-  J 
T.  Cooper  vs.  Webb  288;  case  of  Tbeller  ib;  account 
for  advertising  291;  Magdelena  Bell,  right  of  dow  er  ib; 
trial  of  McKenzie,  judge  Thompson’s  charo-c  299-  de- 
cision on  a question  of  exchange  325:  conviction  fur  li- 
bel 325;  case  of  demand  fora  foreign  fimauve  329-  tie 
judge,  the  sailor  and  the  land  shark  340;  cased  an  Ame- 
rican dying  111  England  without  a will  355;  contempt  of 
court  363;  nationality  of  whale  ships  without  license 
re-allirnied  370jC3.S6  of  JctcobXLclgwoy  oiid  others  3U2* 
case  of  the  unregistered  whale  fships  ib.;  case  of  Mr’ 
Ridgway  fur  conspiracy  with  Dr.  Dyott  it.;  case  of 
Dr.  Dyott  39o;  English  decision  m a case  of  Bottomry 

Learned  blacksmith  J93 

Leggett,  William,  monument  proposed  to  320 

Leigh,  Win.  B.  repiy  of,  to  a dinner  invitation  250; 
ietier  on  (Ik*  sub-treasury  411 

Libel,  conviction  for  395 

Liberality  of  sea  captains  37 

, i^“T?nPedi,?ion  1°’  ship  Saluda  291;  information 
irom  3Uj,  32D;  sailing  of  emigrants  386 

License  Jaw  of  Massachusetts  262 

Lite  boar,  Francis’  patent  197  254 

Life  insurance,  benefit  of  ’ 272 

Light  houses,  lighted  with  gas  283;  improved  ifoht  for 
33b;  two  new  on  the  coast  of  France  353; Item  384 

Livingston,  William,  letter  lrom,  to  gen.  sir  Henry 
Clinton  284 

Locomotives,  167,  322,  368;  trial  of  a 3S4;  a powerful 
at  Lowell  499 

Long  Island  newspaper  . 272 

London — vehicles  of  * 349 

Longevity— at  New por’,  R.  J.  36;  Adam  Rogers  260; 
Andrew  Wall  368;  at  Nantucket  399 

Lorillard,  division  of  the  estate  in  N.  Y.  132 

Lotteries  prohibited  in  Virginia  146 

Louisiana — resolution  relative  to  banks  48;  nomina- 
tion of  juuges  131;  bank  circulation  241;  case  of  free 
negroes  in  1 

Louisville — population  of  224 

Lowell — manufactures  of  260  325 

Lumber  irade  ‘ ’ 2^9 

Luxurious  travelling  g54 

Lynchers  punished  254 

Lynn — census  of  293 

, M. 

Mackerel  fisheries  334 

Madison  papers,  prospectus  of  13  j 

Mai  robbery,  near  Fredericksburg  82 

Mull,  robbery  of  the  203;  arrangement  244 

Maine  sta'e  of,  boundary  dispu  e,&c.  2;  see  boundary; 
letter  of  the  governor  of,  to  the  secretary  of  stale  5;  of 
gov  Harvey  to  gov.  Fairfield  6;  gov.  Everett’s  message 
to  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  6;  movements  on  the 
frontier  17,  IS;  British  claims  asserted  IS;  Massachu- 
fiattSn!reS!l  iMlio,ns  leP°rt  Grille  cum.  on  foreign  affairs 
.;  Buchanan’s  resolutions  28,  29,  oil  appropri- 
ations for  defence  29;  bills  passed  30;  the  value  of  the 
wheat  produced,  &c.  196;  line  203;  wheat  and. corn  cul- 
ture in  210;  resolution  of  New  Jersey  relative  to  the  dis- 
pute between  and  Georgia  215;  freshet  in  244;  terrible 
calamity,  destruction  ot  die  dam  on  Kennebeck  river 
245;  mob  at  Camden  276;  military  convention  352 

Manchester — business  at  213;  manifesto  of  comm 
spinners  351;  trade  gyg 

Manufacturers,  improvement  in  foreign  38;  of  pins 
224;  ot  thread  224  262;  at  Lowell  260;  of  jewelry  261 ; 
of  cigars  356;  in  Virginia  368;  of  stockings  at  Ports- 
mouth  4|  £ 

Manufacturers,  in  Saxony  312;  in  England  352 

Mtu-blc,  quarry  in  Ky.  272;  of  New'  England  416 


VI 


INDEX. 


Marblehead  fisheries  235 

Markets  1,  199,  213,  341,  353,  357,  3S8,  400,  406 
Marriages  and  wheat  260 

Marriages  in  friends  meeting  . . 281 

Marriage  of  a deaf  and  dumb  404 

Marshal,  appointment  of  39 

Martinique — hurricane  at  1;  American  consul  at  255; 
important  notice  to  commerce  286 

Maryland — improvement  act  82;  important  improve- 
ment acts  101;  act  to  prevent  betting  on  elections  176; 
nomination  for  congressmen  241,  255,275;  statement  of 
the  state  loan  277;  copper  in  ib.;  hail  storm  304;  tobac- 
co crop  307;  early  history  of  344;  copper  mine  in  363; 
Prince  George’s  county  in  334 

Mascal  plant  _ _ 387 

Mason,  Jonathan,  revolutionary  patriot,  death  of  372 
Massachusetts — message  of  gov.  Lverett  on  the  Maine 
boundary  6;  reoort  of  the  hospital  50;  rail  roads  51; 
Parmenter’s  election  81;  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt  82;  election  in  4th  district  113;  wheat  and  corn 
culture  in  210;  Boston  and  Worcester  rail  road  244; 
manufactories  at  Lowell  260;  blue  laws  in  261;  license 
law  ot-262;  strength  of  parties  in  276;  Mr.  Jacob’s  case 
under  the  license  law,  his  imprisonment  286;  historical 
fact  368;  injunction  on  the  Middling  interest  bank  400 
Malamoras — port  opened  252 

McComb,  gen.  his  report  of  his  proceedings  in  Flo- 
rida 219 

McIntyre,  Mr.  1 

McKenzie,  lieut.  testimonial  246 

McKenzie,  trial  of  299 

McKeveney,  David,  a natural  prodigy  211 

McLeod,  Donald,  editor  371 

McNab,  sir  Allen  371 

Mechanics  institute  N.  Y.  fifth  annual  report  404 
Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence  206 
Medical  stall',  examination  of  candidates  253 

Mercer  potatoes,  origin  of  268 

Meteors,  shooting  stars  405 

Mexico — report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  on 
the  claims  on  25;  items  of  news  from  35;  trade  of  with 
Missouri  37;  information  from  40;  documents  relative 
to  Baudin,  &c.  ib.-,  murder  of  Mr.  Langdon  49;  raising 
of  blockade  50;  items  from,  conferences  with  the  French 
admiral,  &c.  65;  convention  with  France  100;  general 
Mexia’s  victory  over  gen.  Cos  115;  treaty  i6.;  seques- 
tration of  schr.  at  Mobile  145;  address,  of  Bustamen  e 
146;  the  castle  of  San  Juan  given  up,  &c.  143;  items 
and  treaty  of  peace  163;  movements  of  the  army,  &c. 
193,  209;  interesting  letter  from  213;  Mr.  Ellis  sails  for 
242;  a Texian  minister  to  ib.;  battle  of  Peubla,  general 
Urea  captured,  Mexia  sentenced  and  executed,  federal 
forces  annihilated,  Santa  Ana  in  favor  252;  port  of  Ma- 
ta moras  opened  ib;  letter  of  col.  Bee  259;  caravan  to 
261;  forces  under  general  Lemas  265;  Dr.  Mauldoun, 
various  items;  proclamation  of  Bustamente  ib;  letter  of 
col.  Bee  273;  various  items  from  274;  threatened  block- 
ade of  275;  communication  of  the  minister  of  war  323; 
another  fight  at  Sadllo  305;  col.  Bee  333;  reception  of 
Mr.  Ellis  348;  rumor  369;  items  335,  400;  message  of 
Santa  Ana  402;  caravan  403 

Mercer,  gen.  remains  of  339 

Methodist  episcopal  church  224;  on  abolition  334 
Michigan — state  banks  suspended  33;  commissioners 
and  the  State  bank  of  277;  wheat  and  flour  in  273; 
flour  of  320;  contractors  _ _ 352 

Military  academy,  visitors  appointed  145,  161;  result 
of  examination  339 

Military  force,  of  the  Germanic  powers  260;  of  Paris 

340 

Military  convention  at  Baltimore  305 

Militia,  regulatfons  and  tactics  for  the  255;  of  Penn- 
sylvania 323 

Milk  and  butter  279 

Ministers,  relative  to  a special  to  England  43,  81, 
113;  president  determines  not  to  send  162;  rumor  of 
Mr.  Dallas  going  to  Russia  369 

Mint,  coinage  at  the  241,  335 

Miser,  a sketch  from  life  1 98 

Missionaries,  death  of  Mrs.  Grant  224 

Mississippi — temperance  bill  43;  times  in  114;  pecu- 
niary disiress  in  197;  crops  in  254;  Planters’  bank  of 
255;  doings  in  277;  tire  at  Port  Gtbsen  261,  233;  direct 
trade  334;  letter  of  senator  Walker  412 

Mississippi  valley,  extent  &c.  of  368 

Missouri — her  trade  with  Mexico  37;  items  from  43; 
sheriff  runs  away  with  254;  border  difficulties  with  Iowa 
277;  iron  mountain  of  290;  iron  mountain  rail  road  co. 
stock  363;  fining  the  governor  _ 416 

Missouri  river,  improvement  of  navigation  255 

Mob,  at  Boston  264;  at  Camden  (Maine)  276 

Mobile — imports  at  251 

Mocha — the  city  of  212 

Money  restored  2;  money  market  33,  113;  see  slock 
market  and  129,  199;  rates  of  discounts  raising  213,  273; 
item  357;  European  market  of  407 

Montevideo — affairs  of  1 

MonticeUo,  tomb  of  Jefferson  &c.  301 

Monument  at  North  Point,  resolution  of  the  Mary- 
land Cadets  . _ 177 

Mormons,  account  of  the  273;  meeting  at  Cincinnaii 
290;  troubles  in  Illinois  336;  in  New  Jersey  399 

Moscow — statistics  of  263,  416 

Murat,  the  sons  of  343 

M urder  of  a western  emigrant  36 

Mutineers,  arrival  of  43 

N. 

Names  of  places,  want  of  taste  63 

Nantucket — sheep  shearing  279;  first  displays  the 
thirteen  stripes  in  England  37 1;  longevity  239 


National  debts  of  various  countries  260 

National  expenditures  from  1824  to  1837  195 

National  road  384 

Naval — report  of  the  committee  in  the  case  of  com- 
modore Elliott  4;  commodores  Porter  and  Elliott  4;  re- 
solutions proposed  12;  Constitution  33;  appointments 
39;  letter  from  the  exploring  expedition  39;  lieut.  Mac- 
kenzie 48;  officers  of  the  Fairfield — of  the  Dolphin  ib.; 
squadron  in  the  E.  Indies  ib.;  French  frigate  Alexandre 
ib.;  U.  S.  ship  Ohio  51;  cruise  of  the  Boston  ib.;  loss  of 
lieut.  Paul  82;  officers  of  the  Constitution  ib.;  letter  from 
the  ship  Ohio  99;  Constitution,  &c.  114:  steam  vessels  ib; 
places  of  nativity  of  commissioned  officers  131;  pay  and 
promotion  of  officers  exploring  expediuon  132;  pay  of 
revenue  officers  subject  to  taxation  133;  court  of  inqui- 
ry in  case  of  commodore  Elliott  145;  letter  from  U.  S. 
Wave  180;  navies  of  the  world  192;  exploring  expedi- 
tion ib;  American  sailors  in  the  British  197;  act  rela- 
tive to  naval  apprentices  204;  Dolphin  208;  Constitution 
sails  ib;  memoir  of  commodore  Preble  217;  appropria- 
tions made  for  the  218;  orders  244;  testimonial— lieut. 
McKenzie  246.-  operations  of  commodore  Read  on  the 
coast  of  Sumatra  251;  in  Charleston  navy  yard  255; 
British  navy  257;  steamer  Poinsett  258;  building  of 
steam  vessels  of  war  ib;  Austrian  navy  260;  com  mo 
dote  Preble  263;  vessels  reported  271;  steamers  build- 
ing 272;  apprentices  278;  captain  Spencer,  lieutenant 
Moore  and  Texians  283;  naval  school  for  boys  at 
Brooklyn  290;  first  American  cruiser  292;  midshipman 
examined  and  approved  305;  assistant  surgeons  do. 
ib  ; relative  to  the  engine  of  steam  frigate  at  Phila- 
delphia 325;  items  320,  339;  Poinsett — Levant — steam 
frigates  355;  prowess  of  Decatur  363;  items  369;  com- 
modore Nicholson  at  Buenos  Ayres  370;  commodore 
Perry  371;  naval  orders  374;  rate  of  promotion  334; 
items  336;  letter  from  the  exploring  expedition  388;  see 
exploring  expedition. 

Navigation  of  the  Rio  Grande  373;  a ship  snagged  in 
the  middle  of  the  ocean  404 

Neapolitan  indemnity,  sixth  instalment  400 

Netherlands — payment  of  claims  on  200 

Nevielle,  Morgan,  death  of  48 

New  Brunswick — see  boundary;  letter  of  governor 
Fairfield  6 

Newfoundland — famine  in  196 

New  Grenada — debt  of  336;  items  354 

New  Hampshire — election  notice  33;  legislature  of 
254;  resolution  on  the  public  lands — sub-treasury  and 
corporations  347-8 

New  Jersey — visit  of  the  governor  of,  &c.  to  count  de 
Survilliers  246;  copper  in  399;  Mormons  399 

New  Orleans — commerce  131;  agent  in  England  203; 
trade  of  210;  inhuman  act  262;  yellow  fever  at  276;  ex- 
ports of  349;  specie  imported  416 

New  York — governor  Seward’s  message  to  the  legisla- 
ture on  the  boundary  dispute  35:  correspondence  as  to 
requisition  for  criminals  149;  internal  improvements  in 
160;  notice  as  to  proceedings  of  legislature  161;  resolu- 
tions of  “Irishmen’’  expressing  gratitude  to  governor 
Seward  181;  canal  tolls  195;  house  of  refuge  burnt  193; 
bank  arrangements  203;  important  decision  ib;  trade 
on  the  canals  210;  breakers ib;  associated  banks of211; 
224;  religious  toleration;  Sabbath  day  ib;  canal  trade 
ib;  posture  of  the  state  senate  255;  reply  of  the  presi- 
dent to  an  invitation  to  visit  259;  custom  house  frauds 
267;  bank  regulations  273;  safety  fund  bank  notes  289; 
New  York  and  Erie  rail  road  convention  324;  case  of 
international  law;  demand  for  a fugitive  329;  revolu- 
lionnry  reminiscences,  proceedings  of  committee  in 
1775,  &c.  317;  chapter  of  olden  times  in,  minutes  ol 
1664,  &c.  319;  canal  tolls  338;  banks  of  348;  canal  trade 
352;  statistics  of  criminal  offences  363;  young  men’s 
correspondence  with  governor  Seward  374;  Bank  of  U. 
S.  in  ib;  correspondence  of  the  governor  relative  to  a 
Catholic,  prisoner  396;  canal  trade  399;  fifty  years  ago 

406 

New  York  city — police  reports  43;  Varian,  mayor  87; 
votes  for  1 13;  mayor  inducted  into  office  173;  debt  of 
193;  deaths  in  254;  interesting  celebration  of  the  4th  of 
July  254;  number  of  fires  272;  temperance  society  of 
231;  duties  paid  in  336;  Sunday  school  jubilee  307; 
statistics  of  mortality,  inquests,  &c.  361;  Mechanics  in- 
stitute report  404 

Newspaper  credits  262 

Newspaper  antiquities  of  147;  law  of  the  press  in 
France  237;  number  of  322;  for  the  blind  320;  cash 
system  356;  daily  expenses  of,  the  New  York  Express 
368;  Pittsburg  Gazette  384;  items  405 

Niagara  Falls,  Perilous  adventure  at  377 

Niles,  Hezekiah,  his  death  81;  notice  of  97 

Noble  act  356 

Norris’ locomotive  manufactory  146;  triumph  of  322, 

368 

Norristown  rail  road,  fraudulent  issues  146 

North  Carolina — gold  mines  in  131;  governor  Tryon’s 
message  in  1769,  193;  Mecklenburg  declaration  206; 
representatives  elected  to  congress  369;  health  of  334; 
election  335;  yellow  fewer  at  399 

North  Pacific  ocean,  from  the  280 

North  Point  monument  384 

Northern  frontier  1, 17;  see  boundary — see  Canada. 
Northern  lakes,  survey  and  examination  of  195 

Nova  Scotia — see  boundary  71;  two  branches  at  vari- 
ance 113 

Nunnery,  excitement  in  Baltimore  400 

O. 

Officers  of  the  customs,  appointments  of  39 

Officers,  statement  of  new  created,  and  salaries  of 
increased  223 

Ogden,  col.  death  of  129 


Ohio — price  and  sale  of  lands  in  196;  region  of 
springs  in  210;  divorces  224,  loans  authorised  by  264; 
circular  of  tha  whig  central  committee  259;  canal  trade 
of 272;  wheat  and  flour  278;  convention  of  editors,  foun- 
dation of  capitol  laid  368  canal  toll  ib;  prosperity  of 
Cincinnati  387 

Ohio  river,  improvements  339 

Old  age,  a vigorous  288 

Olden  times  in  New  York  319;  tournaments  and 
chivalry  of  ib;  old  cart  wheels  416 

Omnibus,  a verdict  48 

Opium,  difficulties  in  the  China  trade  213,  389;  culti- 
vation of  390 

Orang  Outang,  in  Upper  Missouri  83 

Oregon,  expedition  134,  208 

Oregon  territory — report  on  the  225;  Mr.  Cushing’s 
report  on  the  234 

Osage  river  and  lands  224 

Osborn,  rev.  Mr.  339 

Our  country,  anecdotes  270 

Ottoman  porte,  the,  &c.^terms  explained  354 

Pacific,  information  from  the  243,  323 

Panama — congress  of,  still  contemplated  210;  project 
of  a canal  across  the  Isthmus  of  279,  322 

Panther,  child  rescued  frorg  a 372 

Papineau’s,  history  of  the  Canada  insurrection  200 
Paris — military  force  at  340 

Parr’s  Ridge,  sleep  grades  263 

Partners,  special  and  general  225 

Patents,  assignment  of,  free  of  cost  33 

Patrons!  48 

Paul,  lieut.  loss  of  82 

Pauperism,  causes  of  259 

Pennsylvania — estimate  of  amount  required  to  com- 
plete the  internal  improvements  51;  institution  for  deaf 
and  dumb  )&.;  gov.  Porter’s  message,  permanent  loan 
54;  free  bridges  67;  letter  of  gov.  Rimer  relative  to  or- 
dering out  the  troops  72;  gov’s  veto  on  Gettysburg  rail 
road  72;  adjournment  of  legislature  81;  statistics  of  Sus- 
quehanna co.  Pa.  134;  common  schools  142;  veto  mes- 
sage of  gov.  of  181:  finances  192,  195;  canal  ib.;  anti- 
mason  electoral  ticket  of  209;  Thaddeus  Stevens’  ad- 
dress to  his  constituents  216;  his  correspondence  with 
the  committee  of  house  of  reps.  223;  protest  229;  public 
schools  of  244;  petition  to  the  legislature  in  behalf  of 
agricultural  and  domestic  manutacture  250;  whig  state 
convention  of  259;  the  banks  of  263;  close  of  the  extra 
session  276;  Mr.  Stevens  declines  an  escort  i.77; 
Union  canal  236;  appropriation  for  cress  cut  canal  288; 
silk  farm  of  290;  election  ib.;  election,  Adams  co.  304; 
militia  of  323;  early  dispute  with  Connecticut  344;  coal 
mine  on  fire  355;  coal  shipments  ib;  an' old  claim  399; 
state  loan  400;  election  returns  404 

Penny  postage  361 

Pensacola — health  of  368 

Perry,  com.  371 

Peru — see  Chili. 

Peru-Bolivian  confederation  dissolved  258,  338 

Philadelphia — birtns  and  deaths  in  59;  democratic 
whig  meeting  at  54;  the  Philadelphia  loan  co.  290;  as 
laid  out  372 

Phrenology,  J.  Q.  Adams  on  279 

Pins,  manufactory  of  224 

Pirates,  conviction  of  the  Braganza  145 — execution 
of  capt.  Marsaud  177 — report  ol  the  case  of  the  Bra- 
ganza 179 

Pirate  executed  280 — Kneudson  pardoned  352 
Pitcairn’s  island,  description  133 — history  of  203 
Pittsburg — trade  of  134;  population  of  416 

Poinsett,  steamboat  253 

Population  of  different  towns  100 — of  Louisville  192; 
of  St.  Louis  ib  ; increase  of  various  of  western  195; 
of  the  world  240;  of  Pittsburg  416;  of  Jamaica  416 

Population  ot  the  U.  S.  estimated  48;  of  Lynn  208; 
of  Louisville  224 

Pork  trade  of  Illinois  352 

Port  Gibson,  fire  at  261,  288 

Porter,  com.  affair  with  com.  Elliott  4,  41 

Postage,  trans-atlantic  269;  regulations  of  cur  fo- 
reign 281;  item  352;  the  unitbrm  penny  postage  of 
England  361 

Postmaster  general,  proceedings  of  the  senate  in  re- 
lation to  the  26;  enquiries  relative  to,  &c.  ib;  his  letter 
to  the  senate  28;  proceedings  on  29;  the  letter  of  the, 
to  the  Intelligencer,  correcting  misrepresentations  69; 
absence  of  the  369 

Post  office,  plan  for  the  new,  solicited  33;  proceed- 
ings on  the  bill  46;  laying  the  foundation  of  the  general 
211;  regulations  of  in  Great  Britain  ib.;  transferor  the 
in  Baltimore  276 

Potatoes,  origin  of  the  Mercer  269 

Prairies,  timber  on  the  272 

Preble,  com.  memoir  of  217;  historical  notice  of  263 
Prentiss,  Mr.  law  fees  to  368 

Presbyterian  church  case  65;  decided  82;  statement 

of  the  case  149;  opinion  of  the  court  166;  proceedings 
198;  general  assembly  of  the  216 

Presidency  of  U.  S — governor  Troup  suggested  as 
a candidate  306;  Mr.  Webster's  letter  declining  to  be 
considered  a candidate  3C6;  gov.  Tyler  and  the  275 
President  of  U.  S.  reply  of  to,  invitation  to  visit  New 
York  259;  reception  at  Harrisburg  275;  at  New^ork 
275,  298;  at  Harrisburg  297;  Northampton  county  298; 
address  of  the  New  York  committee  ib.;  reception  at 
New  York  309;  reception  at  Hudson  365;  at  Kinder- 
hook  366;  at  Albany  367 

Preston,  Mr.  speech  at  Pbiladel.  55;  liberality  416 
Price,  Mr.  letter  from  1;  another  19 

Pride  of  birth  371 

Prince  George’s  county  Maryland  394 
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Princeton — battle  of  292 

Printing,  contracts  for  66 

Printing,  legend  relative  to  the  discovery  of  262 

Prison  investigation  at  Mount  Pleasant  N.  Y.  83 
Prodigy,  David  McKeveney  21 1 

Prussia — disturbance  about  Protestant  pamphlet  164 
Public  buildings,  progress  of  the  379 

Public  lands,  correspondence  with  Henry  Clay  rela- 
tive to  5;  New  Hampshire  resolutions  347 

Public  schools  of  Pennsylvania  244 

Pulaski,  the  count,  narrative  and  letter  of  credit  318 

Q 

Quakerism,  portrait  of,  by  queen  Caroline  227;  mar- 
riages in  Friends’  meeting  231 

Quo  warranto  case  209 

R 

Rail  road — gov.  of  Pa.  veto  on  Gettysburg  72;  impor- 
tant improvements  83;  dangers  of  travelling  98;chain  of 
from  Boston  to  Lake  Erie  132;  cost  of  160;  accidents 
224;  Baltimore  and  Ohio  243;  Auburn  and  Syracuse  ib; 
Boston  and  Worcester  244;  Clegg’s  atmospheric  rail 
road  ib;  the  Georgia  rail  road  263;  steep  grade  at  Parr’s 
ridge  ib.;  at  Havana  279;  brief  history  of  300;  N.  Y. 
and  Erie  rail  road  convention  324;  the  Illinois  325;  S. 
Carolina  &c.  ib;  travelling  on  339,  356,  416;  British 
ib;  fatal  accident  on  the  356;  American  and  Belgium 
rail  roads  360;  the  Iron  Mountain  rail  road  company 
S68;  conveyance  of  cattle  on  373;  to  the  iEtna  mines 
399;  powerful  locomotive  403 

Read,  commodore,  operations  of,  on  the  coast  of 
Sumatra  251 

Red  river  raft  opened  98 

Region  of  springs  in  Ohio  210 

Registers,  appointment  of  39 

Reed,  John,  M.  C.  remarks  of  354 

Resources  of  the  west  225 

Revenue,  Mr.R.  M.  T.  Hunter’s  speech  on  the  col- 
lection and  distribution  of  the  7 

Revolutionary  pensioners,  appropriations  for  pay- 
ment of  218;  captain  Benjamin  Webster  272 

Revolutionary  reminiscences — original  document  re- 
lative to  the  battle  at  King’s  Mountain  253;  letter  from 
William  Livingston  to  sir  Henry  Clinton  and  reply  284; 
list  of  British  ships  taken  or  destroyed,  &c.  ib;  chal- 
lenge sent  by  Lafayette  to  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  and  re- 
ply 284;  first  motion  in  congress  to  declare  indepen- 
dence 302;  col.  Wm.  Williams  324;  records  of  com- 
mittee proceedings  in  N.York  in  1775,  317;  letter  of  Paul 
Jones  318;  narrative  and  letter  of  credit  of  count  Pulas- 
ki 318;  remains  of  soldiers  of  the  339;  rev.  Mr.  Osborn 
339;  surviving  patriots  of  the  352;  death  of  Jonathan 
Mason  372;  John  Adam’s  letter  on  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  ib.;  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution  391 
Rhode  Island — election  of  senators  in  161;  anniver- 
sary, Roger  Williams  224;  admin.  nomination  336 
Richmond — shipbuilding  at 268;  flour  inspection  368 
Ridge,  John,  the  Cherokee  342;  death  of  362 

Rio  de  Janeiro — advices  from  242 

Rio  Grande — navigation  of  the  373 

Rio  La  Plata — seizure  of  two  American  brigs  by  the 
French  213 

Rives,  Wm.  C.  letter  from,  defining  his  position  66; 
letter  of  acceptance  to  dinner  at  Albemarle  132;  his 
amendment  to  sub-treasury  bill  150;  the  conservatives 
270;  correspondence  and  invitation  398 

Rogues  caught  272 

Roots,  comparative  nutriment  of  280 

Rose,  ancient  history  of  the  292 

Russell,  lord  John,  speech  of  in  parliament  247 

Russia — the  grain  trade  37;  steam  force  ot  ib;  finances 
of  263;  national  debt  of  352;  historical  anecdote  399; 
statistics  of  Moscow  416;  troops  against  Circassians 
164;  finances  of  263, 281;  interest  of  in  American  steam 
navigation  288;  note  of  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs 

342 

S. 

Sabbath  day,  N.  York  statute  224 

Sacs  and  Fox  Indians  243 

Sailors,  effects  in  behalf  of,  197;  Americans,  in  the 
English  navy  197;  protected  from  land  sharks  340 

Salaries  of  offices,  list  of  the  increased  223 

Salvage,  at  Key  West  368 

Sandwich  Islands,  spiritous  liquors  interdicted  in  48 
Santa  Ana  65 

Sardinia,  treaty  with  66,  213 

Sault  St.  Marie,  visit  to  the  409 

Saxon  hosiery  38;  manufacturers  of  312 

Sherpf,  George  A.  arrested  368 

Schools,  307;  in  Kentucky  320 

Schooner  Woodbury  272 

Scott,  gen.  see  army;  declines  dinner  at  New  York 
97;  letters  relative  to  a dinner  102;  tribute  to,  by  Dr. 
Chaning  132;  movements  of  370 

Season  208 

Secretary  of  the  treasury,  enclosure  of  money  to  2 
Secretary  of  state,  letter  of,  on  the  boundary  affairs 

42,  43 

Seinas,  rev.  Mr.  funeral  of  386 

Senate  of  New  York  255 

Seward,  gov.  see  New  York;  correspondence  with 
the  young  men  374;  with  M.  Gilbridge  relative  to  a Ca- 
tholic 396 

Shakers,  peculiarities  of  the  36 

Sheep  shearing,  at  Nantucket  279;  report  on  311 

Sherman,  Roger,  letter  on  anti-slavery  410 

Sheriff  a,  runawav  with  254 

Ship  building,  early  American  264;  at  Richmond  269 
Ship  captains,  liberality  of  37 

Shooting  stars,  405 


Skrzynecki,  appointed  to  command  the  Egyptian 
army  . 416 

Silk,  to  encourage  cultivation  of  in  Ohio  48;  manu- 
facturers of  272;  silk  farms  in  Pennsylvania  290;  in 
Tennessee  304 

Skinner,  John  S.  testimony  to  255 

Slade,  Mr.  Duncan’s  publication,  &c.  19 

Slavery,  slaves,  &c.,  resolutionsof  Nevv  Jersey  legis- 
lature relative  to  the  dispute  between  Maine  and  Geor- 
gia respecting  fugitives  215;  in  Iowa  368 

Slavers,  Buzzard  captured  256;  others  272;  interna- 
tional law  Brazil  287;  breaking  up  of  the  291;  nevv  ex- 
pedients of  294;  death  on  board  the  Georgia  at  Rio^de 
Janeiro  296;  English  documents  respecting  364 

Small  pox,  identified  with  vaccination  225 

Smyrna,  news  from  133 

Smith,  gen.  Samuel,  death  a biography  of  129 
Smithsonian  institute,  correspondence  respecting  the 

Smuggling,  of  woollen  goods  at  New  York  243,  35fh 

South  America — items  49,  114;  congress  of  Panama 
still  contemplated  210;.  geographical  discoveries  in  240; 
relative  to  politics  of  242;  items  from  Rio  Jenerio  295; 
Vera  Cruz  327;  relative  to  the  bloody  battle  of  Pago 
Largo  ib.;  Peru  Bolivia  confederation  338;  banks  in 
353;  items  from  Venezuela,  New  Grenada  and  Ecua- 
dor 354 

Sotith  Carolina — railroad  325 

Southern  commercial  convention,  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  importations  _ 325 

Sovereigns  of  Europe,  Jefferson’s  opinion  of  the  406 
Sovereigns,  value  of  the  coin  406 

Spain — items  69;  actions  in  164,  200;  items  of  305; 
ministry  arrangements,  &c.  military  movements  in 
282;  items  from  407 

Speaker’s  chair,  cost  of  322 

Special  and  general  partners,  rase  of  * 225 

Specie,  importation  of  326;  items  352;  at  New  Or- 
leans 416 

Speed  240;  pedestrian  ib.;  travelling  352,  368 

Spencer,  John  C.  compliment  to,  eloquent  reply  of 

244 

St.  Louis — moneyed  institutions  of  211 

Standard  weights  and  measures  378 

Stanly,  Mr.  Duncan’s  publication,  &c.  19 

State  loans,  Maryland  277 

State  rights  convention,  Georgia  _ 208 

Steam,  progress  of  267;  the  creation  of  405 

Steamboat,  an  iron  37;  steam  force  of,  England, 
France  and  Russia  ib;  navigation  of  the  Atlantic  ib; 
accident,  fire  of  Dianah  82;  the  first  iron  133;  destruction 
by  fire  of  the  Glasgow  162;  accident  to  the  George 
Collier  178;  the  Savannah  208;  Erie  224;  the  Archi- 
medes 241;  explosion — Buckeye  steamer  445;  Ponchar 
train  ib;  decision  that  the  law  regulating,  does  not  ap- 
ply to,  on  the  Mississippi  waters  246;  the  Poinsett  258; 
destruction  of  the  John  Bull  259;  United  States  steam- 
ers building  272;  Great  Western  ib.;  wreck  of  the 
Cuba  274;  collision  of  the  Danube  and  Macfarland 
and  loss  oflife  278;  suit  for  damagesfor  assault,  against 
the  officers  of  the  Gazelle  286;  iron  327;  comparative 
speed  352;  arrival  of  the  British  Queen  353;  descrip- 
tion of  that  boat  359;  the  William  Hurlbutt  burnt  384; 
Great  Western  416;  an  iron  boat  at  Pittsburg  416;  sta- 
tistics of  disasters,  &c.  of  376;  departure  of  the  Great 
Western  and  British  Queen  377;  seen  378;  accident 
on  board  the  United  States  400;  explosion  on  board 
the  Mazeppa  ib.;  the  Empress  sunk  ib;  steam  ships  to 
Boston  400 

Steam  frigate  at  Philadelphia,  relative  to  the  engine 

325 

Steam  ship,  Great  Western  118;  mail  packet  from 
England  to  Halifax  132;  Atlantic  steam  navigation  132, 

240 

Sterling,  the  pound  . 2 

Stevens,  Thaddeus,  address  to  his  constituents  216; 
correspondence  with  the  committee  of  house  represen- 
tives  228;  protest  229 

Stock  market  49,  81,  87,  114 

Stockings,  manufactory  at  Portsmouth  416 

Storms,  Atlantic,  Redfield’s  theory  132 

Storms,  Espy’s  theory  of  255,  268,  326 

Strawberries,  at  New  York  304 

Sub-treasury  bill,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter’s  speech  7;  Mr. 
Rives’  amendment  150;  resolutions  New  Hampshire 
348;  letter  from  B.  W.  Leigh  on  411 

Sugar,  import  pf  foreign  404 

Sugar  beets  240 

Sully’s  Victoria  261 

Sumatra,  operations  of  com.  Read  on  the  coast  of 
251;  item  403 

Sun,  spot  on  the  disc  352 

Sunday  school  jubilee  at  N.  York  307 

Supreme  court,  United  States  2,  50 

Surgeons,  assistant  United  States,  applicants  ap- 
proved 283 

Survey  of  the  coast  378 

Survilliers,  the  count,  visit  to  246 

Swartwout,  defalcations,  report  of  com.  on  87, 103; 
see  investigating  committee. 

Switzerland — disturbance  theological  164 

Swords,  to  maj.  Nelson  and  col.  Henderson  99 

T. 

Tea,  trade  295;  prices  of  325 

Tecumseh,  before  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe  255;  the 
death  of  355 

Tennnessee — senator  Foster  337;  judge  White  354 
Temperance,  in  Mississippi  48;  Sandwich  islands 
ib;  license  law  of  Massachusetts  262;  report  of  the 


New  York  temperance  society  281;  Massachusetts 
decision  on  the  license  law  286;  intemperance  and 
crime  288 

Texas — affairs  of  36;  rumor  of  negotiations  with 
Mexico  ib.;  appointments,  loans,  &c.  67;  affairs,  Hamil- 
ton, &c.  becomes  citizens  87;  R.  G.  Dunlap,  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  161;  items  ib;  arrival  of  French 
fleet  at  Galveston  193;  items  ib;  minister  to  Mexico  242; 
Cordova,  the  bandit  243;  letter  of  col.  Bee,  minister  to 
Mexico  259,  273;  wreck  of  the  steamer  Cuba  274;  items 
from  323;  capt.  Bird’s  battle  with  the  Indians  305; 
items  337,.  338;  north  eastern  Texas  373 

Theller,  Dr-  curious  case  238 

Thorwaldsen  240 

Thread,  manufactory  of  224,  262 

Tillinghast,  J.  L.  remarks  on  the  soldiers  of  the  re- 
volution 391 

Timber  on  the  prairies  272 

Tipton,  senator,  death  of  113 

Toasts  354 

Tobacco,  crop  of  Maryland  307;  inspection  at  Peters- 
burg 321;  crop  of  the  U.  S.  404 

Tonnage  of  the  U.  S-  403 

Tornado  in  Connecticut  384,  388 

Tournament  in  olden  times  319 

Trade  of  New  Orleans  210 

Travelling  as  it  was  and  is  98,  99 

Treasury,  notes  issued,  &c.  1;  circular  relative  to  du- 
ties on  imports  17;  the  amount  of  issue  of  82;  circular  re- 
lative to  duty  on  salt  98;  treasury  notes  145;  monthly 
statement  of  notes  issued,  &c.  289;  notes  and  specie 
circular  321;  instructions  respecting  whale  fisheries  310; 
notes  issued,  &c.  353;  progress  of  building  the  379 
Treaty  with  Sardinia  66,  213 

Trial  of  McKenzie  299 

Trist,  Mr.  consul  at  Havana  290,  311,  395 

Troup,  George  M.  suggested  as  a candidate  for  the 
presidency  306 

Turkey — operations  against  Egjqit  164;  items  212, 
295,  341;  declaration  of  war,  Russian  ministers  note, 
&c.  342;  Ottoman  porte,  and  other  appellations  ex- 
plained 354;  items  358,  388;  law  on  duelling  399;  death 
of  the  sultan — Egyptian  war — defeat  of  the  army  408 

Tyler,  governor,  and  the  presidency  275 

Type  metal,  a new  399 

U. 

Underwood,  John,  letter  from  53 

University,  of  Va.  211,  301;  Harvard  240 

Utica,  fifty  years  ago  406 

V. 

Vaccine  virus,  account  of  131 

Vaccination  identified  with  small  pox  225 

Vandalism  272 

Venezuela,  &c. — items  354 

Vice  president  of  the  United  States,  invitation  and 
reply  275;  rumor  337 

Victoria,  dinner  to  212;  Sulley’s  portrait  261;  persons 

of  her  household  416 

Vinland  38 

Virginia — lotteries  prohibited  in  146;  act  concerning 

banks  of  149;  approaching  election  209;  university  211; 
elections  in  209,1241;  reply  of  B.  W.  Leigh  to  an  invita- 
tion to  dinner  250;  cave  at  Crave  creek  272;  address  of 
whig  members  of  the  legislature  296;  university — Mon- 
ticello,  &c.  301;  manufactory  368;  correspondence  of 
whigs  of  Nansemond  with  Mr.  Clay  397 

Vermont — administration  convention  of  309 

Verification  of  ancient  proverbs,  relative  to  English 
sovereigns  406 

Vespucci,  madam,  America  41 

W. 

Wabash — trade  of  48 

Walker,  R.  J.  senator,  letter  of,  to  his  constituents 

412 

War,  list  of  vessels  taken  during  last  50;  the  expen- 
ses, of  the,  in  . 162 

Washington  city — progress  of  the  public  buildings  379 
Washington,  George,  letter  from,  to  Benjamin 
Franklin  226;  opinion  on  agriculture  285;  teeth  of  288; 
character  of  331;  diploma  343 

Washington  encampment  261;  ball  at  391 

Washington’s  “life  guard”  405 

Water  pink  198 

Water,  conveyance  of  240 

Webber,  capt.  Benjamin,  revolutionary  reminiscence 

272 

Webster,  Daniel,  letter  from,  explaining  53;  his  argu- 
ment in  the  supreme  court  on  the  Alabama  corporation 
case  73;  about  to  visit  Europe  129;  dinner  to  him  at 
Boston  161;  correspondence,  Boston  merchants  211; 
statement  of  the  designs  of  258;  arrival  in  England 
292;  letter  to  the  captain  of  the  steamer  294;  his  letter 
declining  nomination  for  the  presidency  306;  character 
of  324;  items  337;  speech  at  the  National  Agricultural 
society,  Oxford  409 

Weights  and  measures,  relative  to  the  standard  378 
Western  lakes  308 

West  Indies — items  from  Jamaica  194 

West  point — sec  military  academy. 

West  Point  academy,  visiters  of  appointed  321;  their 
report  331 

Western  produce  278 

Western  reserve,  relative  to  the  277 

Western  states,  resources  of  the  225 

Whale  fisheries,  American  vessels  in  the  268;  rela-  ■ 
five  to  the  duty  on  oil  286;  Wilmington  company  288; 
official  regulations  respecting  the  trade  310;  items  on 
the  subject  320;  duties  on  oil  339;  nationality  of  whale 
ships  without  license  reaffirmed  370;  law  case  392;  the 
Wilmington  ships  399 
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Wheat  and  marriage  260 

Wheat  and  com,  culture  in  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts 210;  Ohio,  Michigan  and  Indiana  278;  items  338; 
new  kind  of  wheat  338,  368 

Wheeler,  Anna,  of  Florida  224 

Whitfield,  eloquence  of  240 

Whig  convention  of  Connecticut  .208;  of  Pennsyl- 
vania 259;  Ohio  central  committee  259 

White,  judge,  toast  of,  <S^c.  354 


White  seas,  light  house  66 

Wilkes,  lieut.  see  exploring  expedition. 

Will  of  Cardinal  Fesch  405 

Wisconsin — description  of  Fox  lake,  &c.  264 

AVise  and  Pleasants,  arrangement  of  difficulties  306 
Winston,  major  51 

Witherspoon,  James,  remains  of  a revolutionary  sol- 
dier 339 

Wolf  story  135 


Wolf,  domestication  of  the  320 

Wool  and  sheep  shearing  285,  324 

Wright,  Silas,  invitation  at  Harrisburg  54 
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SC?"  We  have  been  compelled  to  omit  many  things 
said  and  done  in  both  houses  of  congress  during  the 
present  week;  but  the  rccoid  will  be  brought  up 
in  our  next,  after  which  we  will  commence  the  publi- 
cation of  the  leading  speeches  and  reports,  many  of 
which  are  of  great  interest  just  now,  and  useful  lor 
reference, 

CtJ-  We  have  crowded  our  pages  with  a variety  of 
interesting  articles  relating  to  the  movements  upon 
the  northeastern  frontier,  including  the  bill  from  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations,  giving  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  additional  powers  for  the 
defence  of  the  country  in  case  it  should  be  invaded 
by  a foreign  power.  The  report  which  accompa- 
nied the  bill,  shall  have  a place  in  our  next. 

The  debate  upon  this  question  is  still  going  on 
with  much  animation  in  both  houses,  and  indicates 
but  one  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  placing  the 
country  in  a condition  to  repel  an  attempt  on  the 
part  ot  Great  Britain  to  enforce,  by  arms,  her  claim 
to  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory, and  a bill  to  that  effect  will  be  passed  with 
great  unanimity.  But  from  all  we  see  and  hear, 
we  are  confident  that  the  question  will  be  settled  in 
the  amicable  spirit  indicated  in  the  agreement  be- 
tween the  president  of  the  United  States  and  the 
British  minister.  The  large  body  of  British  troops 
assembled  in  New  Brunswick  and  Canada,  estima- 
ted at  15.000,  has,  however,  created  a different  im- 
pression in  tile  minds  of  some  persons,  who  think 
that  the  British  government  is  resolved  to  vex  an 
issue  for  which  she  is  so  well  prepared  ; and  is 
rather  disposed  to  avenge  the  alleged  supineness 
of  this  government  in  restraining  our  citizens  from 
invading  the  Canadas.  This  is  a short-sighted  view 
of  the  subject,  for  nothing  can  be  more  certain  than 
that  in  case  of  a rupture  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, the  Canadas  would  throw  off  their  allegiance 
and  act  with  the  United  States  against  Great  Brit- 
ain as  against  a common  enemy  ; and  she  might  thus 
lose  more  territory  than  she  would  gain  if  her  de- 
mands upon  our  northeastern  border  were  com- 
plied with  in  their  greatest  latitude.  There  are, 
besides,  a hundred  reasons  connected  with  her  poli- 
cy and  the  relations  existing  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, which  forbid  the  idea  of  a collision,  unless  un- 
der circumstances  of  great  aggravation;  as  for  in- 
stance, a persistance  in  the  ground  of  exclusive 
jurisdiction  set  up  by  the  lieutenant-governor  of 
New  Brunswick.  The  question  would  then  be- 
come one  which  might  involve  the  national  honor, 
about  which  there  should  be  no  hesitation  or  com- 
promise ; and  with  the  fixed  opinion  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  that  the  territory  in  question 
rightfully  belongs  to  us,  all  would  unite  with  deter- 
mined zeal  to  repel  the  invaders. 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department,  March 
1, 1839.  The  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes,  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  October  12,  1837,  has  been 
issued,  viz:  $10,000,000 

Of  that  issue  there  has 
been  redeemed  the  sum 
of  8,270,130 

Leaving  outstanding  of  the  first  issue 
the  sum  of  $1,729,870 

In  lieu  of  those  redeemed  there  has 
been  issued  under  the  act  of  May, 

21,  1833,  the  sum  of  $5,709,810  01 
Of  that  issue  there  has 
been  redeemed  the 
sum  of  886,733  57 


Leaving  of  the  second  issue  outstand- 
ing the  sum  of  $4,823,076  44 

Aggregate  amount  outstanding  $6,552  ,946  44 

Levi  Woodbury, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Hurricane  at  Martinique.  Department  at' 
state,  Washington,  March  1,  1839. 

Extract  from,  a letter  received  at  this  department 
from  the  United  Stales  consul  at  St.  Pierre,  Mar- 
tinique, dated  February  7,  1S39. 

“ I hive  to  inform  your  honor  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  recent  disaster,  the  governor  and 
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council  have  been  pleased  to  throw  open  the  ports 
of  this  island  for  the  next  six  months  on  all  kinds 
of  breadstuff's  and  building  materials,  free  from 
duty. 

“Also,  the  colonial  duty  on  molasses  is  with- 
drawn for  the  like  period  of  time,  making  molasses 
come  about  one  dollar  lesson  a hogshead  than  here- 
tofore/’ 

The  news  and  the  markets.  The  New  Yoik 
Courier  of  T uesday,  says : 

The  advices  from  England  relative  to  flour  and 
cotton,  received  by  the  steam  ship  Liverpool,  [see 
page  4,]  to  the  6th  inst.  have  been  generally  re- 
garded as  unfavorable,  particularly  to  the  former 
article,  and  had  the  eff'eat  of  suspending  any  further 
operations.  Holders  of  cotton,  however,  are  linn 
at  the  previous  asking  prices,  from  which  they  show- 
no  disposition  to  recede.  The  price  of  flour  is  also 
nominally  the  same — though  we  understand  that 
western  could  have  been  purchased  to-day  at  $8.87, 
and  Georgetown  at  $3,50a8,62  1-2,  a decline  of 
12  1-2  cents  per  barrel  on  Saturday’s  prices.  The 
quotations  for  American  flour  at  Liverpool  on  the 
6th  inst.  was  40a42s  per  193  lbs. — the  latter  price 
only  obtained  for  small  parcels. 

The  strain  ship  Great  Western  went  to  sea  this 
afternoon  at  half  past  one  o'clock,  having  been  de- 
tained until  that  hour,  in  order  to  admit  of'  the  let- 
ters by  the  Liverpool  being  answered  by  this  oppor- 
tunity. The  Western  takes  out  an  unusually  large 
number  of  letters,  no  less  a sum  than  $1,450  having 
been  taken  for  postage  at  the  Merchants’  Exchange 
reading  rooms  alone. 

Mr.  Price.  We  find  the  following  letter  from 
this  gcntlernan^said  to  be  genuine,  in  a New  York 
paper.  The  National  Intelligencer  is  authorized  to 
say  it  was  not  addressed  to  his  son. 

Copy. 

London,  Dec.  26,  1838. 

My  dear 

By  the  arrival  of  the  packet  Independence, 
1 have  the  New  York  papers  of  the  7th  instant, 
abounding  with  the  most  scandalous  conjectures, 
in  inspect  to  my  visit  to  this  country. 

The  circumstances  inducing  it  were  wholly  of  a 
private  nature,  and  would  not  on  pain  of  the  most 
unsparing  obloquy,  seem  to  require  a bill  of  parti- 
culars. 

But  I deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  to  you,  that 
the  charge  of  my  being  a defaulter  in  office  is 
wholly  unfounded.  That  in  the  last  five  years, 
millions  of  government  claims  have  been  deposited 
with  me  for  collection,  and  that  upon  the  adjust- 
ment of  my  claims  upon  government  for  their  prose- 
cution and  collection,  the  balance  will  be  adjudged 
to  be  against  the  government. 

It  has  been  too  much  the  fashion  of  the  times, 
to  condemn  public  agents,  upon  ex  parte  state- 
ments. 

At  least  two  memorable  cases  in  the  union  are 
recorded  of  district  attorneys  of  the  Uaited  States 
held  up  to  public  execration  as  defaulters,  who  after 
investigation  of  the  charges  against  them,  were 
signally  rewarded  with  a public  expression- of  their 
fellow  citizens. 

It  is  not  exactly  fair  to  precede  trial  by  condem- 
nation, and  I can  only  for  the  present  assure  you, 
that  if  my  just  claims  are  allowed,  the  government 
will  have  as  little  cause  as,  I think,  individuals 
ever  had  of  complaining  of  my  administration  ol 
the  office  I have  recently  resigned. 

I am,  dear  sir, 

Yours,  . 

From  Florida.  The  “Globe”  of  last  night 
contains  the  following  r 

We  have  just  seen  a gentleman  who  left  Tallahas- 
see on  the  21st  ultimo,  from  whom  we  learn  that 
murders  by  the  Indians  are  of  every  day  occurrence 
in  that  neighborhood.  Between  the  17th  and  21st, 
during  this  gentleman’s  stay  at  Tallahassee,  filteen 
citizens  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians.  The  Semi- 
noies  have  introduced  dogs  into  their  warfare.  Our 
informant,  who  is  familiar  with  the  military  events 
in  Florida,  tells  us  he  saw,  himself,  the  corpse  of  a 
militiaman,  one  of  a small  party,  which  had  been 
dispersed  by  the  Indians,  who  had  been  hunted 


down  by  dogs,  and  held  at  bay  until  the  Indians  ap- 
proached arid  shot  him. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  we  allude,  and  who  has 
had  the  best  opportunity  of  judging,  gives  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  no  mode  of  expelling  the  Indians  from 
Florida  will  be  so  efficacious  as  that  of  the  military 
occupation  bill  which  has  passed  the  senate  ; and 
this,  he  says,  is  the  general  opinion  of  the  people  of 
Florida,  as  well  as  of  the  officers  employed  in  the 
military  service  there. 

From  Buenos  Ayres  and  Montevideo.  By 
the  arrival  at  Philadelphia  of  the  brig  Madonna, 
capt.  Wise,  from  Buenos  Ayres  and  Montevideo, 
the  editors  of  the  United  States  Gazette  have, 
through  the  Exchange,  files  from  the  latter  city  to 
December  22. 

The  Montevideo  papers  are  much  occupied  with 
the  official  documents  of  the  general  in  chief,  who 
seems  to  have  his  hands  full  in  correcting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts  of  justice,  the  halls  of  edu- 
cation, and  the  theatres:  for  the  latter  he  has  ap- 
pointed certain  censors  and  directors.  Meanwhile, 
all  seems  unsettled  in  the  politics  of  those  delight- 
ful regions,  and  a victory  that  promises  quiet,  seems 
to  lead  only  to  a contest  for  spoils. 

We  notice  that  the  general  in  chief,  in  Monte- 
video, interfered  to  suspe-nd  the  sentence  of  a court, 
pronounced  against  a man  and  his  son.  They  were 
to  be  banished.  The  motives- for  mercy  were  the 
former  good  conduct  of  the  man  and  the  public 
services  of  his  wife. 

The  political  information  from  the  other  side  of 
the  continent,  appears  to  be  no  later  than  has  been 
previously  published. 

A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Gazette  states  that 
Fructuosa  Riveira  entered  the  city  of  Montevideo 
on  the  11th  of  March,  with  about  1,000  armed  men, 
and  took  possession- of  the  place  peaceably. 

The  French  blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres  contin- 
ues w ith  rigor.  Passenger  packets  only  are  allowed 
by  the  French  admiral  to  run  from  Montevideo  to 
Buenos  Ayres.  Rosas  still  holds  out,  and  has  sent 
by  the  last  Biitish  packet  a minister  plenipoten- 
tiary (Mr.  Moseno)  to  England,  to  endeavor  to  in- 
duce that  government  to  interfere  in  his  behalf. 
American  commerce  is  flourishing  at  Montevideo, 
no  less  than  L7  vessels-  being  in  port  on  the  23d  of 
December;  but  produce  was  very  scarce,  and  had 
risen  some  15  a 20  per  eentum  within  the  last  ten 
days — vessels  will  be  detained  some  time  for  their 
cargoes. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Fairfield  and  brig  Dolphin  were 
at  Montevideo  on  the  23d  of  December.  A “brush,” 
as  it  is  termed,  took  place  between  the  commander 
of  the  Dolphin  and  the  commander  of  the  French 
fleet,  which  is  thus  stated  : 

“ Lieutenant  Purviance  informed  the  commander 
of  the  French  brig  then  blockading  the  port,  that 
the  American  vessel  Fleet  must  be  allowed  to  depart. 
The  French  commander  insisted  that  he  would  cap- 
ture her  ; but  it  was  subsequently'  agreed  that  the 
Fieetshould  be  convoyed  to  Montevideo  by  the  Dol- 
phin, and  if  the  French  admiral  there  should  think 
the  Fleet  a prize,  she  should  be  given  up.  This  was 
done,  and  the  French  admiral  disclaimed  any  con- 
trol over  the  F.” 

Northeastern  frontier.  Gen.  Scott  arri- 
ved in  this  city,  from  his  duties  on  I he  Canada  fron- 
tier, on  Saturday  last,  ami  left  it  on  Thursday  on  his 
way  to  the  northeastern  frontier,  charged  with  in* 
sfructions  from  the  executive  relative  to  the  exist- 
ing difficulties. 

The  New  York  Commercial  of  Tuesday  evening, 
contains  the  following  interesting  abstract  of  the 
intelligence  received  since  the  advices  inserted  on 
pages  5 and  G,  were  received: 

After  publishing  the  answer  of  gov.  Fairfield  to 
sir  John  Harvey’s  first  communication,  it  proceeds 
to  notice  the  reply  of  sir  John  Harvey  to  the  de- 
mand for  the  release  of  Mr.  McIntyre,  dated  the 
19th.  It  is  courteous;  but  firm.  Sir  John  informs 
governor  Fairfield  that  after  examination  of  Mr. 
McIntyre,  the  attorney  general  was  of  opinion  that 
his  offence  was  rather  against  the  law  of  nations 
than  against  the  laws  ©f  the  province ; that  it  was  a 
state  affair,  and  therefore  to  be  decided  upon  by  the 
government  of  Great  Britain,  to  which  the  case 
would  be  referred. 
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In  the  meantime  sir  John  has  ordered  the  release 
of  Mr.  McIntyre,  on  parole  that  he  would  present 
himself  before  the  government  of  New  Brunswick 
whenever  required  to  do  so. 

Sir  John  then  adds  : 

1st.  That  if  it  be  the  desire  of  the  state  of  Maine 
that  the  friendly  relations  subsisting  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  shall  not  be  disturbed, 
it  is  indispensable  that  the  armed  force  from  that 
state  now  understood  to  be  within  the  territory  in 
dispute,  be  immediately  withdrawn,  as  otherwise. 
I have  no  alternative  but  to  take  military  occupa- 
tion of  that  territory,  with  a view  to  protect  her 
majesty’s  subjects  and  to  support  the  civil  authori- 
ties in  apprehending  all  persons  claiming  to  exer- 
cise jurisdiction  within  it. 

2d.  That  it  is  my  duty  to  require  that  all  per- 
sons, subjects  of  her  majesty,  who  may  have  been 
arrested  in  the  commission  of  acts  of  trespass  with- 
in the  disputed  territory,  be  given  up  to  the  tribu- 
nals of  the  government,  there  to  be  proceeded 
against  according  to  law. 

3d.  That  in  the  event  of  the  rumor  which  has 
just  reached  me  relative  to  the  arrest,  detention, 
and  interruption  of  James  McLaughlin,  esq.,  the 
warden  of  the  disputed  territory,  being  correct,  that 
that  officer  be  enlarged  and  the  grounds  of  his  de- 
tention explained. 

And  concludes  by  saying  : 

“ With  regard  to  trespasses  upon  the  lands  of  the 
disputed  territory,  I beg  leave  to  assure  yon  that 
the  extent  to  which  these  trespasses  appeal  to  have 
been  carried,  as  brought  to  my  knowledge  by  re- 
cent occurrences,  will  lead  me  to  adopt  without  any 
delay  the  strongest  and  most  effectual  measures 
which  may  be  in  my  power,  for  putting  a stop  to 
and  preventing  the  recurrence  of  such  trespasses.” 

Upon  receipt  of  this  letter,  governor  Fairfield 
ordered  the  release  of  Mr.  McLaughlin,  the  warden, 
also  upon  parole  to  surrender  himself  to  the  au- 
thorities of  Maine,  whenever  required  so  to  do. 

Then  we  have  a letter  from  Geo.  F.  Street,  esq. 
solicitor  general  of  New  Brunswick,  to  Mr.  Jarvis, 
provisional  land-agent,  dated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Aroostook  river,  February  17,  expressing,  by  order 
of  sir  John  Harvey',  his  great  surprise  at  the  pre- 
sence of  an  armed  force  in  the  disputed  territory, 
“so  called,”  attempting  to  exercise  jurisdiction 
there,  and  seizing  upon  British  subjects,  without 
having  given  any  notice  to  the  authorities  of  the 
province,  of  the  causes  which  led  to  this  act  of  ag- 
gression. 

He  then  gives  notice  that  unless  the  armed  force 
is  immediately  withdrawn,  and  the  prisoners  are 
discharged,  every  person  of  the  aggressing  party 
that  can  be  laid  hold  of  will  be  made  prisoner,  sir 
John  Harvey  being  expressly  ordered  by  his  sove- 
reign to  hold  the  territory  inviolate,  &c.;  to  which 
end  Mr.  Street  says,  a large  military  force  is  assem- 
bling, part  of  which  has  already  arrived,  ike. 

The  following  passage  of  the  letter  we  quote 
verbatim  : 

“In  doing  this  hisexcellency  is  very  desirous  to 
avoid  any  collision  between  her  majesty’s  troops 
and  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  U.  Slates,  that  might 
lead  to  bloodshed,  and  if  you  remove  from  the  ter- 
ritory peaceably  and  quietly  without  further  oppo- 
sition, such  collision  will  be  avoided — as. in  that 
case  his  excellency  will  not  think  it  necessary  to 
move  the  British  troops  farther;  but  if  you  do  not, 
he  will  in  tiie  execution  of  the  commands  of  the 
British  government  find  it  necessary  to  take  milita- 
ry possession  of  the  territory,  in  order  to  defend  it 
from  such  innovation,  and  the  consequences  must 
be  upon  your  heads,  or  upon  the  authority,  if  any, 
under  which  you  act.” 

Next  comes  the  reply  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  dated, 
“Confluence  of  the  St.  Croix,  township  No.  10, 
state  of  Maine,  Feb  19.”  It  repudiates  the  as- 
sumption of  Mr.  Street,  that  the  position  occupied 
by  Mr.  Jarvis  is  not  in  the  state  of  Maine — hopes 
that  the  land  agent,  Mr.  McIntyre,  will  be  released 
—justifies  the  arrest  of  the  warden — and  concludes 
with  the  assurance  that,  being  there  under  orders 
from  the  government  of  his  state,  he,  Mr.  Jarvis, 
should  remain  there  unti  I otherwise  directed  by  the 
game  authority,  and  should  consider  the  approach  of 
an  armed  force  as  an  act  of  hostility. 

These  papers,  it  will  be  sepn,  give  a tolerably 
complete  history  of  what  has  beeta  said  and  done 
so  far.  We  add  such  particulars  as  have  any  in- 
terest. 

Messrs.  Rogers  and  Mdntyre  arrived  at  Bangor 
on  the  29th.  They  were  received  with  a shout  of 
gratulation  from  the  assembled  multitude,  and  Mr. 
Rogers  made  a little  speech,  in  which  he  declared 
his  belief  that  the  difficulty  would  be  settled  with- 
out a resort  to  blows.  Mr.  McIntyre  upset  all  the 
large  stories  which  had  been  told  by  sheriff' Strick- 
land, about  300  armed  men,  & c.  Said  he  was  ar- 
rested by  some  15  or  20  fellows  from  the  Tobique 


settlement;  that  if  Strickland  had  pushed. on  they 
would  have  given  him  up  without  resistance — and, 
that  if  he  and  Mr.  McLaughlin  had  met  before 
there  would  have  been  no  trouble.  He  said  he  had 
been  treated  pretty  well,  &c.  Af  all  which  Mr. 
Sheriff -Strickland  looked  particularly  foolish,  and 
the  gallant  military  heroes  began  to  think  that  after 
all  there  would  be  nothing  to  fight  about.  Mr. 
Rogers  and  Mr.  McIntyre  then  set  off  for  Augusta. 

Meantime,  on  the  19th,  governor  Fairfield  had 
ordered  out  10,343  of- the  militia,  to  be  ready  lor 
an  immediate  call  into  active  service. 

Messrs.  Rogers  and  McIntyre  reached  Augusta 
on  the  21st,  but  their  arrival  does  not  seem  to  have 
cooled  down  the  military- fever  of  gov.  Fairfield,  for 
as  late  as  the  23d,  we  hear  of  the  militia  pushing 
on  by  hundreds  to  the  Aroostook.  The  state  of 
matters  is  pretty  well  described  in  the  following, 
letter  to  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  : 

“ Bangor,  Feb.  23,  1839. 

“ Our  city  has  to-day  presented  the  appearance  of 
a sacked  town,  so  little  has  been  doing.  The  re- 
maining troops  left  early  this  morning,  and  carry- 
ing with  them  as  they  have  a very  large  number  of 
our  citizens,  our  streets  lias  presented  a less  active 
character  than  upon  ordinary  business  occasions. 
The  excitement  of  the  last  few  days  has  subsided, 
and  little  has  been  doing.  As  for  news, 'we  have 
none.  Many  rumors  have  been  abroad  during  the 
day,  but  none  of  them  can  be  relied  upon  as  true. 
1,700  of  Hail’s  best  rifles  have  arrived,  and  a very 
large  supply  of  blankets,  which  have  been  sent  up. 

It  is  reported,  but  with  how  much  truth  I am 
unable  to  say,  that  COO  British  troops  had  arrived 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Aroostook,  about  80  miles 
from  our  encampment.  I should  be  rather  dispos- 
ed to  doubt  the  correctness  of  this  rumor,  though  1 
have  it  from  good  authority. 

In  my  yesterday’s  letter,  I remarked  that  colonel 
McLaughlin  had  been  released  on  his  parole.  In 
this  I was  mistaken — he  refuses  to  accept  any 
terms  short  of  an  unconditional  release,  and  there- 
fore, refusing  to  pledge  himself,  he  is  still  in  cus- 
tody.” 

Three  hundred  young  men  of  Bangor,  embrac- 
ing the  fire  department,  have  organized  into  a bat- 
talion and  demanded  arms. 

The  remainder  of  the  division  that  so  promptly 
rendezvoused  at  Bangor,  fully  equipped,  on  Thurs- 
day, left  town  Friday  for  the  seat  of  war. 

The  breast  work  thrown  up  by  tile  Maine  forces 
at  the  juncture  of  the  St.  Croix  and  Aroostook,  is 
12  feet  thick,  and  mounted  by  a brass  field  piece,  to 
be  reinforced  by  several  more  pieces. 

The  Boston  Times  says — 

“The  eastern  mail  arrived  last  evening\  at  11 
o’clock.  The  latest  papers  from  Portland  air#  Au- 
gusta contain  nothing  new.  A rumor  prevailed  at 
Bangor  on  Friday  that  a skirmish  had  taken  place 
on  tiie  Aroostook,  and  that  Rines  had  lost  fifty 
men.  The  rumor,  however,  was  not  in  the  least 
credited.  Passengers  in  the  3tage  informed  us  that 
about  1,800. troops  had  already  assembled  on  tiie 
Aroostook,  and  that  additions  were  hourly  looked 
for.” 

Later  from  Maine.  The  Boston  papers  of  Tues- 
day furnish  but  little  additional  from  the  disputed 
territory.  The  rumor  of  a collision  having  taken 
place  is  not  confirmed.  The  Augusta  correspon- 
dent of  the  Boston  Atlas,  under  dale  of  the  24th 
February,  states  that  no  information  east  of  Bangor 
had  been  received  since  the  19ih.  The  writer  adds  : 
“ Gen.  Hodsdon  left  Bangor  on  Thursday  last  with 
one  thousand  men  detailed  from  his  division.  A 
part  of  the  detachment  ordered  from  this  division 
will  leave  Augusta  on  Tuesday  next.  Most  of  the 
companies  are  ordered  to  assemble  here  at  9 o’clock 
to-morrow  morning.  The  adjutant  general  has  or- 
dered the  detachment  of  cavalry  of  the.  third  divi- 
sion to  form  a line  express  from  Bangor  to  the 
Aroostook  and  to  Houston.  E.  L.. Hamlin,  esq.,  of 
Bangor,  late  land  agent,  superintends  the  line.  I 
learn  the  arrangement  will  be  completed  to-mor- 
row— after  that  time  we  can  therefore  expect  daily 
accounts  from  the  frontier.  The  most  intense  anxie- 
ty- is  felt  to  hear  from  Washington,  to  learn  what 
course  the  general  government  will  pursue.  It  is 
the  general  opinion  of  those  who  know  sir  John 
Harvey,  that  he  will  attempt  to  drive  our  forces 
from  the  disputed  territory'.  This,  unless  I am  very 
much  mistaken  in  the  men  sent  there,  he  will  find 
no  easy  matter.” 

Three  deserters  are  advertised  in  the  Bangor 
Whig  of  Saturday,  viz  : Samuel  F.  Jones,  of  Ban- 
gor, from  the  rifle  corps,  and  William  B.  Moody, 
and  John  Powler,  (a  Frenchman,)  from  the  infan- 
try ; $10  reward  are  olfered  for  each  of  them. 

Lulest  news.  The  correspondent  of  the  Boston 
Atlas,  in  a letter,  dated  at  Augusta,  Feb.  25,  says: 

The  troops  are  collecting  at  the  capitol.  They 
will  march  to-morrow  or  next  day.  Last  evening 


intelligence  reached  us  that  can  be  relied  upon, 
thacour  forces  under  the  immediate  command  of  the 
land  agent,  pro  tern.,  had  advanced  from  No.  10, 
about  40  miles  towards  Fish  river.  We  are  in  a 
state  of  painful  anxiety  to  hear  from  them  again — 
the  moment  one  drop  of  blood  is  shed  the  peo- 
ple will  rush,  without  waiting  for  orders,  to  the 
scene  of  action.  The  public  mind  is  wrought 
up  to  a great  excitement.  The  question  is,  will  sir 
John  Harvey  back  out?.  Maine  cannot  and  will  not. 
The  legislature  of  Maine  has  said  by  their  resolves 
that  the.  honor  and  interest  of  our  state  demand 
that  a sufficient  force  shall  be  placed  on  the  Aroos- 
took and  St.  John,  to' protect  our  property  and  de- 
fend our  rights.  If  the  general  government  does 
not  roine  to  the  rescue  then  we  must  make  a strong 
appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  old  Massachusetts,  and 
that  appeal  will  not.  be  ineffectual  on  her  chivalric 
sons.  Our  ship  of  state  has  put  to  sea  with  a noble 
cargo;  may  God  bless  the  voyage. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  acknow- 
ledges the  receipt  of  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars, 
enclosed  to  him  in  an  anonymous  letter,  dated  the  18th 
inst.  and  postmarked  “Raleigh,  N.  C.  Feb.  20,”  in 
which  the  writer  states  1 he  money  was  improperly 
detained  by  him.from  the:  treasury,  and  requests  that 
it  may  be  applied  “to  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the 
government.” 

The  amount  has  been  deposited  to  the  credit  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Treasury  department,  Feb.  22,  1839. 

Supreme  -court  of  the  United  States,  Fri- 
day, Feb.  22.  In  pursuance  of  tiie  rule  requiring 
ten  days’  previous  notice  being  given  of  the  time  of 
the  adjournment,  and,  also,  with-  a view  to  enable 
the  bar,  at  an  early  period,  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  preparing  the  remaining  causes  for  argument, 
the  court  on  this  day  gave  notice  that  the  adjourn- 
ment would  take  place  on  Monday,  the  eleventh 
day  of  March  ; and  that  arguments  would  be  heard 
■until  Saturday,  the  ninth  day  of  march. 

On  Wednesday,  Feb.  20.  Exparle—ln  the  malter 
of  Duncan  N.  Hennen.  On  motion  for  a mandamus 
to  the  judge  of  the  District  court  United  States  for 
East  Louisiana,  requiting  said  judge  to  restore  the 
petitioner  to  the  office  of  the  cleik  of  said  court, 
Mr.  justice  Thompson  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court  in  this  case,  overruling  the  motion,  and  re- 
fusing to  grant  the  mandamus  prayed  fur. 


Pound  sterling.  The  time  has  come  when  a 
tolerable  respect  for  ourselves  requires  ns  to  adopt 
the  practice  of  stating' English  exchange  in  dollars 
and  cents.  Our  chamber  of  commerce  have  recom- 
mended the  plan,  and  in  consequence  of  their  recom- 
mendation, it  has  been  adopted  generally  in  other 
cities,  but  here  it  lags.  We  trust  the  negotiations 
for  the  Great  Western,  will  settle  the  question  fbr- 
evei,  and  put  an-  end  to  the  absurd  method  hereto- 
fore in  use,  of  assuming  a false  par,  nine  per  cent, 
below  par,  and  then  selling  hills  at  nine  per  cent, 
pvem.;  just  to  correct  the  first  error,  when  in  fact 
the  result  of  both  operations  is  just  t.oget  at  par.  We 
print  a table  to-day,  which  will  enable  our  friends 
to  make  their  calculations  very  easily.  We  beg, 
however,  that  the  price  may  be  stated  in  dollars, 
cents,  and  even  parts,  not  in  the  long  fractions  which 
equal  a certain  per  cent.;  for  that,  after  all,  would  not 
get  us  out  of  the  difficulty.  The  principal  drawers 
will  to-day  adhere,  as  we  understand,  to  the  new 
method.  [N.  Y, -Journal  of  Commerce. 
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LATE  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  steam  packet  ship  Liverpool,  captain  Fay- 
rer,  arrived  at  New  York  from  Liverpool  at  7 o’- 
clock on  Monday  morning.  Capt.  F.  left  Liverpool 
at  half  past  3 o’clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th, 
consequently  she  has  made  her  passage  in  eighteen 
and  a half  days. 

By  this  arrival,  we  have  received  from  ottr  friend 
George  Peabody,  esq.,  now  in  London,  copious 
files  of  London  papers  to  the  5th  of  February  and 
Liverpool  to  the  fill),  both  inclusive.  We  make  our 
extracts,  however,  from  the  New  York  Commer- 
cial Advertiser. 

fiKEAT  BRITAIN. 

We  hasten  to  lay  before  our  readers  the  royal 
speech  at  the  opening  cT  parliament.  As  usual  it 
affords  little  positive  indication  of  the  course  inten- 
ded to  be  pursued,  and  is  in  fact  remarkable  rather 
for  the  thing  omitted  than  for  the  things  introduced. 
We  refer  to  the  subject  of  the  corn-laws,  some  allu  • 
sion  to  which  was  confidently  expected.  We  pre- 
sume that  by  the  omission  we  are  to  understand  that 
lord  Melbourne,  the  head  of  the  cabinet,  is  opposed 
to  any  new  legislation  on  the  subject.  Lord  John 
Russell,  it  i;  said,  will  introduce  a bill,  proposing  a 
fixed  duty  ; and  so  there  Seems  to  be  a prospect  of 
that  difference  in  the  cabinet,  of  which  We  stated 
our  anticipation  several  weeks  ago. 

The  Royal  William  arrived  out  at  Liverpool  on 
the  3d  of  February. 

From  the  London  Standard  of  the  evening,  Feb.  5. 

The  business  of  the  second  session  of  parliament 
during  the  reign  of  her  present  majesty,  was  opened 
to-day  by  a speech  from  the  throne. 

The  doors  af  the  house  of  lords  were  opened  at 
11  o’clock  for  the  admission  of  peeresses  and  others  ■ 
who  had  obtained  tickets  of  admission  from  the  lord 
great  chamberlain  to  the  body  ofthe  house  and  pain- 
ted gallery;  and  shortly  after  that  time  the  equipage 
ofthe  nobility  and  gentry  began  to  arrive  in  rapid 
succession.  No  lady  was  admitted  into  the  body  of 
the  house  except  in  full  court  dress. 

The  yeomen  of  the  guard,  in  their  splendid  uni- 
forms, arrived  at  the  house  of  lords  at  11  o’clock, 
and  took  their  stations  in  the  lobby  leading  to  the 
painted  chamber. 

In  St.  Margaret’s  church-yard,  Parliament  st.  and 
along  the  line  of  road  through  which  the  royal  pro- 
cession passed,  seats  and  platforms  were  erected  as 
usual,  and  considerable  interest  existed  to  obtain  a 
view  of  our  youthful  sovereign.  Her  majesty  was 
enthusiastically  received  by  the  assembled  crowd, 
throughout  the  whole  progress  from  Buckingham 
palace  to  the  house  of  lords. 

Shortly  before  two  o’clock  a discharge  of  cannon 
announced  that  her  majesty,  accompanied  by  the 
great  officers  of  state  ami  the  household,  had  left  the 
palace,  and  was  proceeding  to  the  house  of  lords. 
The  line  through  which  the  procession  passed  was 
lined  with  two  regiments  of  the  guards. 

The  queen  ariived  at  the  house  of  lords  about  two 
o’clock,  which  was  announced  by  a discharge  of 
cannon.  Shortly  afterwards  her  majesty,  attended 
by  the  great  officers  of  state,  entered  the  house,  and 
took  her  seat  on  the  throne.  The  foreign  ambassa- 
dors wore  the  full  costumes  of  the  counlries  they 
represented. 

Her  majesty  having  directed  their  lordships  to  be 
seated, 

The  lord  chancellor  directed  the  usher  of  the 
black  rod  to  summon  the  commons  to  hear  her  ma- 
jesty’s speech  on  the  opening  of  parliament. 

In  a few  minutes  the  commons  appeared  at  the 
bar,  headed  by  the  speaker.  The  space  below  the 
bar  was  crowded  with  members.  After  silence  had 
been  obtained,  her  majesty  in  a clear  and  audible 
voice  read  the  following  most  gracious  speech 
The  queen's  speech. 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen  : 

“ I rejoice  to  meet  you  again  in  parliament.  I 
am  particularly  desirous  of  recurring  to  your  advice 
and  assistance  at  a period  when  many  matters  of 
great  importance  demand  your  serious  and  deliber- 
ate attention. 

“ i continue  to  receive  from  foreign  powers  grat- 
ifying assurances  of  their  desire  to  maintain  with 
me  the  most  friendly  relations. 

I have  concluded  with  the  emperor  of  Austria 
a treaty  nl'commerce,  which  I trust  will  extend  and 
Improve  the  intercourse  between,  my  subjects  and 
those  of  the  emperor. 

“ 1 have  also  concluded  a treaty  of  the  sam;e  kind 
with  the  Sultan,  calculated  to  place  the  commercial 
relations  between  my  dominions  and  the  Turkish 
empire  upon  a better  and  more  secure-  footing. 

“ I have  directed  copies  of  these  treaties  to  be 
laid  before  you. 

“ I have  been  engaged,  in  concert  with  Austria, 
France,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  in  negotiations,  with  a 
view  to  a final  settlement  of  the  differences  between 
Hdland  and  Belgium. 


“A  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  founded  upon  ante- 
rior arrangements  which  had  been  acceded  to  by  bolh 
parlies,  lias  in  consequence  been  proposed  to  the 
Dutch  and  Belgian  governments.  I have  the  satis- 
faction to  inform  you  that  the  Dutch  government  lias 
already  signified  to  the  conference  its  acceptance  of 
that  treaty,  and  I trust  tiiat  a similar  announcement 
from  the  Belgian  government  will  put  an  end.  to  that 
disquietude  which  the  present  unsettled  state  of  these 
affairs  has  necessarily  produced.  The  unanimity  of 
ttie  five  allied  powers  affords  a satisfactory  security 
lor  the  preservation  of  peace. 

•‘I  lament  the  continuance  of  the  civil  war  in 
Spain,  which  engages  my  anxious  and  undiminished 
attention. 

‘•■Differences  which  have  arisen  have  occasioned 
the  retirement  of  inv  minister  from  the  court  of  Te- 
heran. 1 indulge,  however,  the  hope  of  learning 
that  a satisfactory  adjustment  of  these  differences 
w'ill  allow  of  the  re  establishment  of  my  relvtioiis 
with  Persia  upon  their  former  footing  of  friendship. 

“Events  connected  with  the  same  differences 
have  induced  the  governor  general  of  India  to  take 
measures  for  protecting  British  interests  in  that 
quarter  ofthe  world,  and  to  enter  into  engagements, 
the  fulfilment  of  which  may  render  military  opera- 
tions necessary.  For  this  purpose  such  .prepara- 
tions have  been  made  as  may  be  sufficient  to  resist 
aggression  from  any  quarter,  and  to  maintain  the  in- 
tegrity of  my  eastern  dominions. 

“The  reform  and  amendment  of  the  municipal 
corporations' of  Ireland,  are  essential  to  the  interests 
of  that  part  of  our  dominions. 

“ It  is  also  urgent  that  you  should  apply  yourselves 
to  the  prosecution  and  completion  of  those  maxims 
which  have  been  recommended  by  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal commissioners  of  England,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
creasing the  efficacy  ofthe  established  church,  and  of 
confirming  its  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  people. 

“The  better  enforcement  ofthe  law  and  the  more 
speedy  and  certain  administration  of  justice,  are  of 
the  first  importance  to  the  welfare  of  this  communi- 
ty, and  I feel  assured  that  you  will  be  anxious  to  de- 
vote yourselves  to  the  examination  of  the  measures 
which  will  he  submitted  to  you  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  these  beneficial  results. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons:  I have  di- 
rected the  annual  estimate*  to  be  prepared  and  laid 
before  you. 

“Adhering  to  the  principles  of  economy,  which  is 
my  desire  lo  enforce  in  every  department  oi  the  state, 
I felt  it  my  .duty  to  recommend  that  the  adequate 
provision  be  made  for  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
service.  I fully  rely  on  your  loyalty  and  patriotism 
to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  those  establishment? 
which  are  essential  to  the  strength  and  security  of 
the  country. 

“ My  lords  and  gentlemen  : 

“ It  is  with  grpat  satisfaction  that  I am  enabled  to 
inform  you  that  throughout  the  whole  of  my  West 
Indian  possessions  the  period  fixed  by  law  for  the  fi- 
nal and  complete  emancipation  of  the  negroes,  has 
been  anticipated  by  acts  of  the  colonial  legislature, 
and  that  the  transition  from  the  temporary  system 
of  apprenticeship  to  entire  freedom  has  taken  place 
without,  any  disturbance  of  public  order  and  tran- 
quillity. Any  measure  which  may  be  necessary  in 
order  to  give  full  effect  to  this  great  and  beneficial 
change,  will,  I have  no  doubt,  receive  youi  careful  at- 
tention. 

“ I have  to  acquaint  you,  with  deep  concern,  that 
the  province  of  Lower  Canada  has  again  been  dis- 
turbed by  insurrection,  and  that  hostile  incursions 
have  been  made  into  Upper  Canada  by  certain 
lawless  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America.  These  violations  of  the  public  peace  have 
been  promptly  suppressed  by  the  valor  of  my  forces 
and  the  loyalty  of  my  Canadian  subjects.  The 
president  of  the  United  Slates  has  called  upon  the 
citizens  of  the  union  to  abstain  from  proceedings  in- 
compatible with  the  friendly  relations  which  subsist 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  U.  States. 

“I  have  directed  full  information  upon  all  these 
matters  to  be  laid  before  you  ; and  I recommend  tile 
present  state  of  these  provinces  to  your  serious  con- 
sideration. I rely  upon  yon  to  support  my  firm  de- 
termination to  maintain  the  authority  of  my  crown, 
and  I trust  that  your  wisdom  will  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  will  secure  to  those  parts  of  my  empire  the 
benefit  of  internal  tranquili  ty,  and  the  full  advan- 
tages of  their  ow  n great  national  resources. 

“ J have  observed  with  pain  the  persevering  ef- 
forts which  have  been  made  in  some  pa.its  of  the 
country  to  excite  ipy  subjects,  to  disobedience  and 
resistance  to  the  law,  and  to  recommend  dangerous 
and  illegal  practices.  For  the  counteraction  of  all 
such  designs  I depend  upon  the  efficiency  of  the 
law,  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to  enforce,  upon  the 
good  sense  and  light  disposition  of  my  people,  upon 
their  attachment  to  the  principles  of  justice,  and  their 
abhorrence  of  violence  and  disorder. 


“ I confidently  commit  all  these  great  interests  to 
your  w isdom,  and  I implore  Almighly  God  to  assist 
and  prosper  your  counsels.” 

The  condition  ofthe  navy  was  still  discussed  with 
great  eagerness  in  the  London  papers.  A semi  offi- 
cial statement  had  been  published,  showing  the  num- 
ber of  frigates,  ships  of  the  line,  &c.  in  commission, 
or  in  such  a slate  as  to  be  quickly  brought  into  em- 
ployment, if  necessary  ; and  making  out  a very  fa- 
vorable case  for  England,  as  compared  with  Fiance 
and  Russia.  The  particulars  of  Ibis  statement,  on 
(he  other  hand,  have  been  vehemently  attacked  by 
the  Times  ai.d  other  opposition  journals,  and  by  offi- 
cers of  the  navy,  all  contending,  that  “ the  wooden- 
walls  of  old  England”  are  wretchedly  inefficient, 
and  that  either  Russia  or  France,  w ith  their  large 
and  well-appointed  marine,  might  at  any  moment 
sweep  the  coast. of  England  without  opposition. 

A provincial  paper-says  that  sir  Robert  Peel  will 
support  lord  John  Russell  in  his  advocacy  of  a modi- 
fication of  the  corn-laws. 

Letters  received  in  this  city  state  that  the  Oxford 
will  sail  from  Liverpool  on  the  18lh  March. 

The  city  of  Bath  was  thrown  into  consternation 
on  the  251  h of  January,  by  tin?  tidings,  which  proved 
too  true,  that  Mrs.  Tugwell,  the  wife  of  the  senior 
partner  in  the  Bath  bank,  had  killed  herself  and  two 
children,  in  a moment  of  insanity.  She  was  but  31 
years  of  age,  amiable,  accomplished,  and  universally 
beloved.  The  details  are  painfully  interesting. 

On  Thursday  she  came  from  her  residence,  No.  1, 
Whitcomb-crescent,  with  her  husband  and  children, 
into  Bath,  where,  alter  proceeding  to  make  purcha- 
ses at  various  shops,  she  was  seen  walking  along  the 
bank  ot  the  canal,  accompanied  by  her  children,  as 
late  as  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon;  she  then,  it 
appears,  returned  home,  and  desiring  the  butler  to 
give  her  a decanter  of  sherry,  took  her  children  into 
a summer-house  in  the  garden,  saying  she  was  going 
to  give  them  a treat.  Having  proceeded  there,  she 
mixed  some  prussic  acid  with  the  wine,  which  she 
administered  to  the  whole  of  the  three  children,  and 
then  took  some  herself  Fortin  ately  the  eldest  boy 
(10  years  of  age)  did  not  like  the  taste  of  the  wine, 
and  drank  only  a small  portion,  w hich,  as  he  says, 
caused  him  to  sleep,  and  upon  aw’aking  he  found  his 
mother  sitting  apparently  asleep,  w ith  his  two  broth- 
ers, who  were  twins  of  8 years  of  age,  one  lying  at 
her  feet  and  the  other  across  her  breast. 

Finding  himself  very  ill,  and  having  in  vain  tried 
to  awaken  them,  he  rushed  to  the  door,  which  he 
found  locked,  but  at  length  succeeded  in  alarming 
the  house,  w hen  the  servants  found  their  mistress 
snd  the  children  dead.  No  cause  can  be  assigned 
for  this  melancholy  act,  but  the  lady  must  have 
been  for  some  considerable  time  meditating  upon 
it,  as  she  had  procured  several  bottles  of  prussic 
acid,  and  taken  the  precaution  to  destroy  the  labels  ; 
a portion  of  one  ofthe  labels  remained,  which,  from 
its  dirty  state,  indicated  that  it  had  been  some  time 
in  the  bouse. 

The  murderer  of  lord  Norbury  has  not  yet  been 
discovered.  A number  of  persons  had  been  ar- 
rested on  suspicion,  but  they  were  all  discharged. 

A letter  from  Constantinople  in  the  Times  of 
Januaiy  29,  states  that  Mr.  McNeill,  the  British 
ambassador  at  the  court  of  Persia,  had  again  found 
it  necessary  to  bieak  off  all  communication  with  the 
government,  and  leave  the  capital  for  the  Turkish 
frontier.  The  shah  is  said  to  have  manifested  a 
spirit  of  the  bitterest  hostility  to  England  ; and  a 
rupture  between  the  two  countries  was  regarded  as 
inevitable.  Many  of  the  British  merchants  were 
preparing  to  leave  Persia,  in  the  confident  expecta- 
tion of  hostilities.  It  was  reported  that  the  sale  of 
British  merchandise  had  been  prohibited. 

A memoiraf  has  been  presented  to  the  queen  in 
council,  from  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  St. 
John’s,  Newfoundland,  praying  for  the  abolition  of 
the  house  of  assembly,  on  the  ground  that  its  mem- 
bers are  the  nominees  ofthe  Catholic  clergy. 

An  iron  steamboat,  145  feet  long  and  25  feet  wide, 
was  launched  at  Dumbarton  on  the  22d  of  January. 
She  i*  intended  for  South  America,  and  is  fitted  up 
for  passengers  only,  of  whom  she  can  carry  1,000. 
When  launched,  she  drew  only  18  inches  water, 
and  with  her  machinery  and  cargo  is  to  draw  but 
three  feet. 

The  duchess-countess  of  Sutherland  died  on  the 
28th  of  January,  in  the  74th  year  of  her  age.  She 
was  countess  of  Sutherland  in.  her  own  right,  and 
ducluss  by  mansiage. 

On  the  same  day  died  sir  William  Beecby,  the 
aitist,  aged  86. 

It  is*tated  in  one  of  the  papers  that  Mr.  sergeant 
Wilde,  being  applied  to  by  one  of  the  Canadian 
prisoners  for  his  professional  assistance,  was  pro- 
hibited from  acting  for  them  by  the  government. 

The  publisher  of  the  Times  has  been  sentenced 
to  a fine  of  £200  for  the  libel  on  sir  John  Conray. 

The  government  l<as  set  on  foot  an  investigation 
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to  ascertain  whether  the  late  rise  in  the  price  of 
wheat,  &c.  has  or  has  not  actually  been  caused  by 
a deficiency  in  the  crop. 

The  case  of  the  Canadian  prisoners  was  not  yet 
decided.  Our  readers  will  remember  that  it  was 
under  discussion  in  two  courts,  the  court  of  queen’s 
bench  and  the  court  of  exchequer,  writs  of  habeas 
corpus  having  been  granted  in  each. 

In  the  court  of  queen’s  bench  the  case  was  ar- 
gued in  part  on  the  28th  ; but  on  the  30th  Mr.  Hill, 
of  counsel  for  the  prisoners,  informed  the  court  that 
proceedings  were  going  on  in  the  exchequer,  and, 
with  his  consent,  the  chief  justice  determined  to 
postpone  the  farther  consideration  until  the  decision 
of  that  court  should  be  made.  The  argument  in 
the  court  of  exchequer  was  deferred  until  the  next 
term. 

Liverpool,  Feb.  6. 

The  North  America  will  be  a lull  ship  about 
noon  this  day,  and  will  shut  out  about  15  or  20 
tons  fine  goods.  At  present  she  has  but  one  cabin 
passenger. 

Extract  from  a letter  from  capt.  Rathbone,  of  the 
packet  ship  Oxford,  dated 

Liverpool,  Feb.  6,  1S39. 

The  ship  has  been  thoroughly  examined  and  not 
a timber  in  her  has  been  broken.  We  shall  put  an 
entire  new  keel  into  her,  and  also  two  or  three  ex- 
tra thick  streaks  of  a side,  about  twenty  iron  stand- 
ard knees  between  decks  and  cabin,  also  one  or 
two  extra  hooks  or  riders  at  each  end  of  her,  so  that 
she  will  be,  if  possible,  stronger  than  she  was  be- 
fore. 

We  shall  probably  get  the  Pennsylvania’s  lore 
and  main  mast.  All  her  spars  are  now  in  the  pier 
head,  except  her  main-mast,  which  I think  will  be 
taken  out  this  day. 

We  have  estimates  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  re- 
pairs, outfits,  &c.,  of  the  ship,  which  will  be  from 
£3,500  to  £4,000,  of  which  a large  portion  will 
come  under  general  average  ; I therefore  think  that 
about  three-fourths  of  the  above  named  sum  will 
fall  on  the  underwriters. 

London,  Feb.  5,  12  o'clock.  The  chief  topic  of 
conversation  this  morning  is  the  queen’s  speech,  to 
be  delivered  this  afternoon  to  bothliouses  of  par- 
liament. 

Consols  opened  this  morning  at  the  quotations 
they  closed  at  yesterday,  92|  3-8,  money  92  3-8  ^ 
for  the  account.  No  speculations  of  consequence 
have  taken  place  as  yet.  Exchequer  bills  66  63  ; 
bank  stock  202^  203. 

Half-past  one.  Consols  may  be  quoted  at  92  3-8 
for  the  account,  money  92£  3-8.  Exchequer  bills 
66  63. 

From  the  London  papers  of  February  5. 

STATE  OF  IRELAND. 

From  the  Dublin  Evening  Packet. 

Effects  of  the  lute  meeting  in  Tullamore.  On  the 
night  of  the  radical  meeting  at  Tullamore,  the  22d 
ult.  captain  Belton  was  attacked  by  five  or  six  ruf- 
fians, at  the  hill  of  Ballyduff,  in  the  parish  of  Dur- 
row  ; they  laid  in  wait  for  him  in  a plantation  of 
lord  Norbury’s,  and  brutally  assaulted  him  on  the 
head  with  bludgeons.  Three  persons  are  in  cus- 
tody charged  with  the  offence.  On  the  same  night 
the  police  were  attacked  in  Frankfort,  and  assault- 
ed by  some  of  the  people,  who,  no  doubt,  had  been 
engaged  at  the  meeting.  Some  prisoners  the  police 
had  taken  for  rioting  were  rescued. 

[Leinster  Express. 

FRANCE. 

The  ministry  had  not  been  re-organized,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  crisis  the  king  had  prorogued 
the  chambers,  and  dissolved  the  chamber  of  depu- 
ties. The  new  elections  were  to  held  on  the  2d  of 
March. 

M.  Dupin  had  interviews  with  the  king,  previ- 
ous to  the  prorogation,  on  the  subject  of  forming  a 
new  ministry,  but  they  appear  to  have  resulted  in 
nothing. 

It  is  now  declared  that  count  Mole  and  his  col- 
leagues will  remain  in  office,  their  resignations  not 
having  been  accepted  by  the  king. 

BELGIUM  AND  HOLLAND. 

No  event  has  yet  taken  place,  resulting  from  the 
accession  of  France  to  the  agreement  of  the  proto- 
coling powers.  The  news  was  received  in  Brus- 
sels with  considerable  excitement,  and  in  the  cham- 
ber there  was  talk  of  war,  &c.,  but  France  was 
pushing  forward  large  bodies  of  troops  to  the  fron- 
tier, and  the  general  opinion  was  that  the  treaty 
would  be  fulfilled,  without  a cessation  of  peace. 

Correspondence  of  the  Commercial  advertiser. 

Liverpool,  February  5. 

The  inquiry  for  cotton  continues  moderate,  and 
principally  from  the  trade,  who,  from  the  depressed 
state  of  trade  at  Manchester,  have  no  inducement 
to  purchase  beyond  their  immediate  wants;  and 
holders  being  firm,  and  unwilling  to  submit  to  any 
decline,  the  market  is  quiet  at  former  prices. 


Corn  markets.  Liverpool,  Tuesday,  Feb.  5.  We 
have  again  to  notice  a fair  importation  of  foreign 
wheat,  together  with  a good  supply  of  Irish  flour, 
but  of  other  articles  of  the  trade  the  imports  since 
this  day  se’nnight  have  been  light.  Throughout 
the  week  the  trade  generally  has  continued  dull, 
but  there  has  latterly  been  less  disposition  to  press 
sales,  and  except  as  regards  the  lower  qualities  of 
foreign  and  Irish  wheat,  which  were  on  Friday 
offering  at  rather  lower  terms,  the  prices  of  Tues- 
day have  been  sustained.  Odessa  soft  wheat  has 
sold  at  9s ; Marianopoli,  at  9s  6d  to  10s  ; French  red 
at  10s  and  white  at  10s  6d  , Baltic  red  at  10s  6d  to 
10s  9d  ; Danzig,  11s  to  11s  6d  ; English,  from  ils 
to  12s  ; and  Irish,  from  8s  to  9s  6d,  per  70  lbs. 

CASE  OF  COMMODORE  ELLIOTT. 

The  following  are  the  minority  reports  from  the 
special  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  official  papers  in  the 
case  of  commodore  Elliott : 

REPORT  OF  MESSRS.  NAYLOR  AND  CHAMBERS. 

The  undersigned,  two  of  the  minority  of  the  spe- 
cial committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  containing  the  charges  of 
passed  midshipman  Barton  against  captain  Jesse 
D.  Elliott,  of  the  United  States  navy,  and  who 
were  appointed,  under  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  the  14th  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  official  con- 
duct of  the  said  Elliott  while  in  command  of  the 
squadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  particularly  in- 
to the  allegations  of  tyranny  and  oppression  towards 
the  officers  of  his  command,  submit  the  following 
report: 

The  undersigned,  differing  with  the  majority  cf 
the  committee  as  to  the  propriety  of  not  commen- 
cing the  investigation  at  this  late  stage  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  as  the  report  of  the  majority  will  be  pre- 
served among  the  records  of  the  house,  they  feel  it 
due  to  themselves  to  place  by  its  side  evidence  of 
an  equally  permanent  character,  that,  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  time  allowed  by  the  house  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  inquiry  was  sufficient  for  the  purpose, 
and  that  it  was  the  imperative  duty  of  the  commit- 
tee at  once  to  have  proceeded  with  it. 

The  complaints  against  captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott 
are  strong  and  numerous  ; and  the  committee  all 
agree  that  they  require  investigation.  They  have 
been  made  and  circulated  in  various  forms  through 
the  country,  and,  so  far  as  they  have  reached  the 
ears  of  the  undersigned,  through  letters,  personal 
communications  with  individuals  who,  from  their 
situation,  are  likely  to  be  acquainted  with  the  facts, 
arid  from  the  public  prints,  may  be  put  down  as  fol- 
lows : 

He  is  charged  with  the  most  cruel,  inhuman  and 
brutal  conduct  towards  passed  midshipman  Barton, 
when  sick  and  wounded  ; causing  him  to  be  drag- 
ged from  his  cot,  and  removed  from  his  vessel,  at 
the  most  imminent  peril  of  his  life,  at  a time  when 
he  was  racked  with  agonizing  pain  ; and  that,  too, 
against  the  earnest  remonstrance  of  his  surgeon  ami 
the  most  affecting  appeal  from  the  sufferer. 

He  is  charged  with  nngentlemanly  and  unofficer- 
like conduct  towards  his  officers,  with  oppressing, 
disgracing,  and  confining  them,  without  cause  and 
without  accusation,  and,  when  so  confined  and  dis- 
graced, with  denying  to  them  a trial,  and  refusing 
to  communicate  to  them  ttie  cause  of  his  displea- 
sure. 

He  is  charged  with  er-deavoring  to  bolster  up  his 
reputation,  and  toenrich  and  sustain  himself  against 
the  charges  of  his  officers,  by  procuring  to  be  wrung 
from  the  hard  earned  pittance  of  his  crew  costly 
presents  of  plate. 

He  is  charged  with  importing  in  his  frigate  large 
numbers  of  asses,  horses,  and  other  animals,  as  mer- 
chandise, with  a view  to  promote  his  own  private 
gains  ; and  for  the  sustenance  and  accommodation 
of  such  animals  he  has  deprived  his  officers  and 
crew  of  their  rightful  and  necessary  quarters,  and 
sacrificed  their  health,  comfort,  and  safety,  besides 
exposing  his  ship  to  the  dangers  of  conflagration, 
and  rendering  her,  for  the  time,  utterly  unfitted  for 
action. 

He  is  charged  with  taking  such  course  in  his 
command  as  tended  to  induce  mutiny  among  the 
crew,  and,  when  the  mutiny  broke  out,  with  omit- 
ting to  take  such  manly  and  officerlike  measures 
as  were  necessary  for  its  suppression. 

He  is  charged  with  oppressing  his  officers  with 
vexatious  and  causeless  courts-martial  ; with  viola- 
ting the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  recei- 
ving presents  ftom  foreign  powers;  and  with  daily 
acts  of  petty  tyranny,  unofficerlike  and  ungentle- 
manly  conduct. 

He  is  charged  with  gathering  together  ex  parte 
affidavits,  letters  and  papers,  to  crush  such  of  his 
officers  as  complain  of  his  injuries,  and  lodging 
them  in  the  navy  department  against  them,  thereby 
deceiving  the  department  and  the  people,  doing 


gross  injustice  to  the  complainants,  as  well  as  to 
his  own  honor;  instead  of  meeting  his  accusers, 
with  the  front  of  conscious  innocence,  betore  a 
competent  tribunal,  and  wiping  from  his  name,  if 
possible,  the  stain  which  such  charges  attach  to  it. 

These  charges  have,  some  of  them,  been  made  to 
the  navy  department,  and  present,  as  all  the  com- 
mittee agree,  a case  requiring  investigation. 

The  undersigned  are  of  opinion  that  investiga- 
tion into  alleged  abuses  and  oppressions  such  as 
these,  is  among  the  highest  duties  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people.  They  cannot  think,  with  the 
majority  of  the*  committee,  that  the  early  termina- 
tion of  the  session  should  have  formed  the  excuse 
for  the  non-performance  of  this  most  important 
duty;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  investigation 
should  have  been  made  at  all  sacrifices  of  time  and 
ease;  justice  should  have  been  done  as  well  to  the 
accused  as  to  the  accusers  ; the  truth  or  falsity  of 
these  charges  ought  to  have  been  made  manifest,  if 
all  the  remaining  days  and  nights  of  the  session 
should  have  been  consumed  in  the  labor.  There 
were  no  duties  paramount  to  it — the  vindication  of 
violated  rights  is  of  the  very  first  importance. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  the  committee 
might  have  completed  the  investigation,  and  had, 
also,  time  for  the  performance,  in  the  fullest  man- 
ner, of  all  their  congressional  duties.  By  sitting 
early  in  the  mornings  and  late  in  the  evenings,  they 
might  have  appropriated  six  or  seven  hours  a day 
to  the  purposes  of  their  inquiry,  and  have  been  ever 
present  during  the  sittings  of  the  house — a time 
which,  if  the  investigation  had  been  proceeded  in 
when  the  committee  first  organized,  would  have 
been  ample  for  a thorough  evisceration  of  the  whole 
case. 

Having  thus  briefly  stated  their  views  of  what 
they  conceived  to  be  the  duties  of  the  committee, 
and  protesting  against  being  held  to  a responsibility 
for  the  non-performance  of  that  which  they  be- 
lieved to  be  a solemn  obligation,  due  to  the  navy 
and  the  country,  and  imposed  upon  the  committee 
by  an  almost  Unanimous  vote  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, they  have  done  all  that  they  proposed 
to  themselves  in  making  this  report. 

CHARLES  NAYLOR, 
JOHN  CHAMBERS. 

Washington,  February  19,  1839. 

REPORT  OF  MR.  LYON. 

The  undersigned,  a member  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed under  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the 
14th  of  February,  “ to  inquire  into  the  official  con- 
duct of  captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  of  the  United 
States  navy,  while  in  command  of  the  squadron  in 
the  Mediterranean  in  the  years  1837  and  1838,  and 
particularly  into  the  allegations  cf  tyranny  and  op- 
pression towards  the  officers  under  his  command,” 
dissented  from  the  majority  of  the  committee,  in 
declining,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  their  report  and 
resolutions,  to  proceed  with  the  investigation,  and 
in  asking  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject.  The  committee  having 
made  no  progress  in  the  investigation,  the  under- 
signed has  had  no  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the 
precise  nature  of  the  complaints  made  against  the 
conduct  of  capt.  Elliott,  and,  of  course,  has  no 
opinion  to  express  thereon,  either  favorable  or  un- 
favorable. 

The  house  of  representatives  having,  by  the  reso- 
lution under  which  the  committee  was  organized, 
made  it  their  duty  to  make  the  investigation,  the  un- 
dersigned was  willing,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  order  of  the 
house,  and  to  prosecute  the  same  to  as  early  a ter- 
mination as  the  importance  of  the  subject,  the 
character  of  the  navy,  and  the  rights  of  the  officer 
implicated,  would  authorize. 

He  considered  it  due  to  the  house,  to  the  country, 
and  to  the  officer  whose  conduct  is  involved  in  the 
inquiry,  that  complaints  such  as  have  been  made  in 
debate,  and  such  as  seem  to  be  implied  by  the  reso- 
lution, should  undergo  a full  and  thorough  investi- 
gation, and,  if  found  to  be  true,  the  proper  correc- 
Five  should  be  applied.  If  found  untrue,  it  is  im- 
portant that  the  officer  complained  of  should  be  re- 
lieved from  censure. 

F.  S.  LYON. 


COMMODORES  PORTER  AND  ELLIOTT. 

From  the  Baltimore  Sun  of  the  27 th  ult. 

We  publish  below  two  letters  from  those  distin-. 
guished  individuals.  In  a former  publication  of 
commodore  Porter,  it  w;as  stated  that  he  and  com- 
modore Elliott  never  were  on  terms  of  intimacy  or 
friendship,  and  these  letters,  a portion  of  a former 
correspondence,  are  designed  to  exhibit  the  paities 
in  the  light  of  free  correspondents.  Thus  much 
for  an  explanation.  Without  expressing  an  opin- 
ion, we  give  them  on  the  ground  of  a willingness 
to  do  “ equal  justice,”  It  may  be  necessary  to  say 
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they  were  furnished  by  a friend  of  commodore  El- 
liott; the  originals  are  in  our  possession. 

[Copy.] 

U.  S.  ship  Constitution,  off  Tunis, 
Oct.  20th,  1836. 

My  dear  commodore:  I was  in  hopes  to  find 
you  here  on  my  arrival,  and  cannot  but  express  my 
disappointment,  notwithstanding  I should  have  to 
perform  a serious  quarantine.  I take  pleasure  in 
informing  you  that  three  of  your  sons  are  aboard  of 
the  squadron,  one  of  which,  little  Henry,  I will 
leave  tiere  for  you,  as  I am  without  advices  from 
the  government,  respecting  him,  and  presuming 
that  will  meet  your  wishes.  1 find  he  is  a very 
smart,  intelligent  boy,  but  will  require  something  of 
a taut  rein  upon  him  to  make  a man  of  him. 
The  others  I will  order  to  the  vessel  that  conies  to 
carry  you  to  Constantinople  in  the  spring,  so  that 
you  may  see  them,  as  [ suppose  they  would  like 
to  remain  out  on  this  station.  While  at  Jerusalem, 
the  missionaries  there  requested  me  to  speak  to 
Meheinet  Ali  about  enclosing  a piece  of  ground  for 
a cemetery,  a copy  of  theiCstatements  1 herewith 
enclose  you,  which  I did  during  an  interview  with 
him,  and  he  assented  to  it  at  once,  but  stated,  to 
avoid  difficulty  from  the  other  sects,  that  it  would 
be  well  to  obtain  a firman  from  the  sultan,  though 
his  assent  wa3  the  main  tiling,  and  I wrote  them  to 
apply  directly  to  you  on  this  subject.  While  pass- 
ing along  the  coast  of  Syria,  I could  not  but  notice 
the  necessity  of  our  commercial  affairs  being  on  a 
footing  with  those  of  England,  France,  and  Russia, 
and  as  I found  H.  H.  30  very  favorably  disposed 
towards  our  country,  I put  the  question  to  him  di- 
rect. He  most  willingly  granted  it,  and  said  that 
he  would  want  a firman  from  the  sultan,  though  it 
was  a mere  form,  as  he  granted  the  substance  him- 
self He  drew  my  attention  particularly  to  Mr. 
Chapeaud,  our  consul  at  Beyroot,  who,  he  says  es- 
tablishes agencies  and  vice-consuls  at  places  where 
we  have  no  need  of  one,  and  thereby  deprives  him 
of  the  right  over  his  own  subjects,  who  are  pro- 
tected by  the  agencies.  H.  H.  is  very  anxious  to 
have  a consul  general  at  Alexandria,  through  whom 
what  agencies  are  necessary  on  the  coast  of  Syria, 
be  established,  so  that  all  the  correspondence,  &c. 
that  may  arise  can  be  conducted  with  him.  I men- 
tion these  things  not  with  a view  to  interfere  in  the 
least  with  whatever  appertains  to  your  official  mat- 
ters, but  merely  to  inform  you  how  matters  stand 
there  just  now,  and  of  the  state  of  feeling  of  H.  H. 
towards  our  country,  and  its  representatives.  He 
paid  me  a visit  while  at  Alexandria,  and  I received 
and  treated  him  in  such  a manner  that  will  not  soon 
be  forgotten.  I have  this  summer  made  a very  ac- 
tive cruize.  Alter  leaving  Mahon  the  last  ot  May, 

I touched  at  Toulon,  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Civita  Vec- 
chia,  Naples,  Palermo,  Messina,  Corfu,  Milo  Na- 
poli, Athens,  Crete,  along  the  coast  of  Syria,  Tri- 
poli, Beyroot,  Sidon,  Jaffa,  Alexandria,  off  Tripoli, 
and  now  here.  I intend  from  this  to  go  to  Mahon, 
but  not  for  winter  quarters,  only  to  prepare  my  sqad- 
ron  for  a cruize,  as  my  intention  is  to  keep  actively 
employed  while  in  command  in  the  Mediterranean. 
Your  letters  will  find  me  by  addressing  them  to 
Gibraltar  tor  the  next  three  months  ; after  that  at 
Marseilles.  Wishing  you  a speedy  restoration  to 
good  health,  I remain 

Sincerely  and  very  respectfully, 

Tour  most  obedient  serv’f. 

(Signed!  J.  D.  ELLIOTT,  Com’g,  £>-c.  «§-c. 

To  coin.  Porter, 

Charge  d' affairs,  Constantinople,  ( now  at  Tunis.) 

P.  S.  I should  like  to  show  the  North  Carolina  at 
Constantinople  and  Odessa  in  the  spring.  Write 
me  what  you  think,  and  if  it  can  be  done. 

Tunis,  Nov.  17 th,  1836. 

My  dear  sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  my 
official  reply  to  those  parts  of  your  letter  which  call 
for  it,  and  now  allow  me  to  exnress  to  you  my  sin- 
cere thanks  for  your  considerate  kindness  in  leaving 
my  little  boy  at  Tunis,  and  intentions  with  regard  to 
my  other  sons,  whom  I shall  be  rejoiced  to  see. 

I endeavored  to  get  to  Tunis  to  meet  you  on  or 
about  the  time  you  were  expected  to  return  from 
the  Levant,  but  in  consequence  of  delays,  caused 
by  want  of  conveyance  from  Leghorn  and  Mar- 
seilles, this  could  not  take  place,  nor  could  I see  my 
son  William  on  account  of  the  sailing  of  the  vessel 
that  brought  me  here  about  half  an  hour  before  the 
time  appointed  for  meeting  him  at  the  health  office, 
at  the  latter  place. 

I hope  your  cruize  in  the  East  has  been  as  pleasant 
as  it  must  have  been  interesting,  and  improving  to 
the  officers,  who,  doubtless,  particularly  ttie  younger 
ones,  will  derive  more  advantage  from  active  employ- 
ment at  sea  than  in  spending  their  time  uselessly  at 
Mahon. 

I find  the  state  of  my  health  greatly  improved 
since  my  departure  from  Malta,  and  have  strong 


hopes  that  it  will  be  perfectly  restored  after  passing 
the  winter  here. 

Accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  happi- 
ness, and  believe  me  to  be 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

DAVID  PORTER. 

Com.  Jesse  D.  Elliott, 

Commanding  U.  S.  squadron,  Mediterranean. 


CORRESPONDENCE— PUBLIC  LANDS. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Democratic  Whig  Association 
of  the  10th  ward,  held  at  Columbian  hall,  on  the  eve- 
ningof  the  18th  February,  inst.  the  following  corres- 
pondence was  read  and  directed  to  be  published. 

New  York,  January  22,  1839. 

Sir  : We  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  by  order  of 
the  Democratic  Whig  Association  of  the  tenth  ward 
of  the  city  of  New’  York,  a copy  of  certain  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  that  body  on  the  14th  instant. 

The  association  considered  it  not  inappropriate  at 
this  time,  when  so  strong  an  effort  is  making  to  di- 
vert the  splendid  patrimony  of  the  public  lands  from 
its  legitimate  objects,  to  awaken  general  attention 
to  the  subject,  and  to  encourage,  w ith  a favorable 
voice,  (which  it  is  lioped  will  be  responded  to  from 
other  popular  bodies,)  those  advocates  of  equal  jus- 
tice who  have  steadily  resisted  the  proposed  scheme 
of  spoliation.  Among  those  who,  on  the  floor  of 
congress,  have  fought  that  good  fight,  no  one  has 
been  more  persevering  or  distinguished  than  your- 
self. You  have  surveyed  all  the  various  bearings 
of  the  question,  not  with  the  narrow  views  of  a 
mere  politician  calculating  local  and  temporary  re- 
sults, or  sacrificing  the  national  interest  to  (hose  of 
particular  individuals  or  states,  but  with  the  enlight- 
ened judgment  of  a patriotic  statesman,  providing 
for  the  good  of  the  whole,  and  equally  for  the  pre- 
sent and  the  future. 

It  is  a subject  of  lasting  regret,  in  which  impartial 
men  of  all  parties  w’ill  at  no  distant  day  participate, 
that  the  bill  upon  this  subject,  which  you  introduced 
at  a former  session  and  which  passed  through  both 
houses  of  congress,  framed  as  it  was  upon  principles 
of  enlarged  policy  and  justice  to  all  the  states,  and 
carrying  with  it  the  commendation  and  support  of. 
persons  of  politics  so  very  opposite,  should  have 
been  arrested  by  the  personal  prejudices  against 
yourself  of  the  then  executive. 

Although  thus  prevented  from  appearing  a3  a law 
on  our  national  statute-book,  yet  the  impartial  his- 
torian will  treasure  it  up,  amongst  those  magnificent 
and  profound  conceptions  which  entitle  you,  more 
than  any  one  of  our  livingstatesmen,  to  be  consider- 
ed, emphatically,  the  originator  and  father  of  useful 
and  patriotic  measures  of  legislation.  It  will  be  re- 
garded by  posterity  as  another  addition  to  those  bril- 
liant acts  of  your  political  life,  which,  ascending  al- 
ways by  a happy  gradation,  show  how  conspicuous- 
ly in  your  case,  have  been  united  the  gifts  (so  rare- 
ly seen  together)  of  an  unsurpassed  eloquence,  with 
clearness  and  profoundness  of  views  in  legislation 
and  practical  action. 

Permit  us  to  accompany  this  act  of  official  duty 
with  the  expression  of  feelings  of  personal  respect. 

We  are  your  very  obedient  servants, 

WM.  TURNER, 

J.  TURNER  DODGE, 
Secretary  Democratic  Whig  Association, 
Tenth  Ward,  New  York. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay. 

Washington,  9 th  February,  1839. 

Gentlemen — I have  duly  received  your  letter, 
transmitting  certain  resolutions  adopted  by  the  De- 
mocratic Whig  Association  of  the  tenth  ward,  in 
the  city  of  New’  York,  in  relation  to  the  public  do- 
main; and  I request  you  to  make  the  association 
my  profound  acknowledgments  for  the  notice 
with  which  it  has  honored  my  name.  I rejoice  that 
the  people,  in  their  primary  assemblies,  and  in  their 
proper  communities,  are  directing  their  attention 
to  this  great  interest.  It  was  high  time  that  it  should 
receive  their  earnest  consideration.  Faithfully  ad- 
ministered, the  public  lands  may  be  made  power- 
fully instrumental  in  the  advancement  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  present  generation,  and  of  their  pros- 
perity for  a long  succession  of  ages.  But  they  have 
been  in  danger  of  being  swept  away  by  pre-emp- 
tions, Indian  reservations,  graduation  bills,  and  fi- 
nally cessions  of  the  common  property  of  all  the 
states  to  the  particular  states  in  which  it  is  situated. 
And  most  of  these  projects,  urged  under  the  plau- 
sible pretext  of  benefiting  the  poor  settler,  have 
stimulated  speculation,  and  tended  to  aggrandize 
the  speculator  to  the  prejudice  both  of  the  honest 
emigrant  and  the  people  of  the  United  States.  1 
have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  oppose  these  projects  ; 
and  it  is  a deplorable  evidence  of  the  loose  morality 
which  prevails  in  respect  to  the  public  properly, 
that  J have  been  denounced  and  calumniated  for 


my  endeavors  to  protect  and  preserve  it  for  the  be- 
nefit of  all  the  states  and  people  of  the  union. 

I share  with  you,  gentlemen,  in  regret,  on  account 
of  the  failure  of  the  bill  to  distribute  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands,  which  passed  both  houses 
of  congress.  It  was  defeated  by  a high-handed  and 
daring  violation  of  the  constitution.  If  it  had  gone 
into  operation,  there  would  have  been  no  extraordi- 
nary surplus  in  the  treasury,  no  disturbance  of  the 
financial  and  business  concerns  of  the  country  by 
a bungling  removal  of  the  deposites,  no  temptation 
to  those  alarming  and  annual  appropriations  which 
have  been  recently  made  by  the  federal  government, 
and  I believe  no  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks.  Now  that  the  public  attention  is  awak- 
ened to  this  great  national  resource,  I trust  that  the 
projects  to  which  I have  adverted  will  be  checked, 
and  that  it  will  be  cherished  and  preserved  lor  the 
common  benefit  of  all  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  their  posterity. 

I request,  gentlemen,  your  acceptance  of  my 
thanks,  for  the  flattering  and  friendly’  manner  in 
which  you  have  communicated  the  resolutions  of 
the  Democratic  Association  of  the  tenth  ward,  and 
of  the  high  consideration  with  which, 

I am,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAY. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Turner,  and  J.  Turner  Dodge,  &c. 


NORTH-EASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

The  following  message  from  the  governor  of 
Maine,  was  sent  to  the  house  by  the  secretary  of 
state  : 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives : 

Since  my  last  communication  to  you  upon  the 
subject  of  the  trespassers  upon  the  public  lands, 
there  has  been  forwarded  to  me  a proclamation  of 
the  governor  of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
which  I deem  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you, 
with  a statement  of  my  proceedings  consequent 
thereon.  By  this  proclamation,  it  seems  that,  while 
the  lieutenant  governor  disavows  any  authority 
from  his  government  for  the  seizure  of  the  land 
agent,  he  yet  speaks  of  the  attempt  of  (he  civil 
authorities  of  this  state  to  drive  a band  of  armed 
trespassers  from  our  public  lands  as  “ an  outrage” 
and  an  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  province  of 
New  Brunsw  ick,  and  avow3  the  fact  of  having  or- 
dered “a  sufficient  military  force”  to  repair  to  the 
place  where  the  land  agent’s  party  are  endeavoring 
to  execute  your  resolve  of  the  24th  of  January,  and 
to  repel  what  he  thus  regards  as  an  invasion  of 
the  province  of  New  Brunswick.  Immediately 
upon  the  receipt  of  this  extraordinary  document,  I 
took  measures  to  hasten  the  departure  of  the  rein- 
forcement of  the  land  agent’s  party,  understood  to 
have  been  assembled  at  Bangor,  awaiting  orders, 
and  numbering  between  fourand  five  bundled  ; and 
also  issued  an  order  to  major  general  Isaac  Hodg- 
don,ofthe3d  division,  to  detach  one  thousand  men, 
by  draught  or  otherwise,  properly  officered  and 
equipped,  who  were  to  rendezvous  at  Bangor,  and 
then  proceed,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  to  the 
place  occupied  by  the  land  agent’s  party,  on  or  near 
the  Aroostook  river,  there  to  render  such  aid  as 
would  enable  the  land  agent  to  carry  into  effiect  the 
resolve  of  the  24th  of  January. 

I also  despatched  a special  messenger  with  a 
communication  to  major  Kirby,  of  the  United  States 
artillery,  commanding  at  Hancock’s  barracks,  H011I- 
ton,  informing  him  of  the  facts,  and  asking  his  co- 
operation, with  the  troops  under  his  command,  with 
the  forces  of  this  state,  in  repelling  an  invasion  of 
our  territory,  and  sustaining  our  citizens  in  the  law- 
ful and  authorized  protection  they  are  endeavoring 
to  extend  over  a portion  of  the  property  of  the 
state. 

If  these  proceedings  on  my  part  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  the  legislature,  and  an  appropriation  be 
made  for  the  purpose,  I shall  feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  proceed  forthwith  to  order  a draft  from  the  mili- 
tia, of  at  least  ten  thousand  men,  w’ho  will  hold 
themselves  in  instant  readiness  to  march  to  the  fron- 
tier should  circumstances  require  it. 

I have  not  yet  called  upon  the  president  of  the 
United  States  for  aid  in  repelling  the  invasion  of 
our  territory  by  foreign  troops,  deeming  it  proper 
to  postpone  that  step  until  the  return  of  colonel  Ro- 
gers from  his  special  mission  to  Frederickton,  or,  at 
least,  until  some  information  shall  be  received  from 
him,  which  will  probably  be  as  early  as  the  20th  or 
21st  instant.  If,  however,  you  should  think  other- 
wise, and  that  no  delay  should  be  allowed  for  this 
purpose,  an  intimation  to  that  effect  will  be  prompt- 
ly obeyed. 

If  I have  not  entirely'  misconceived  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  presented  for  your  consideration, 
it  is  one  calculated  to  excite  the  deepest  feelings  in 
the  breasts  of  our  citizens,  and  calls  for  the  most 
prompt  and  determined  action  on  the  part  of  this 
government.  What  is  that  case  ? You  were  in- 
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formed  that  a large  number  of  armed  and  desperate 
men  from  a neighboring  province  forced  themselves 
into  the  territory  of  this  slate  with  a fixed  purpose 
of  cutting  a vast  amount  of  timber,  and  of  resisting, 
even  unto  blood,  any  attempt  to  arrest  them  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  unhallowed  object.  Deeming 
it  your  duty  to  make  an  effort  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  those  who  had  confided  tliein  to  your  care, 
you  instructed  the  land  agent  to  proceed  to  the 
scene  ot  devastation  and  plunder  with  a sufficient 
force  to  arrsst  those  who  were  engaged  in  it,  and  to 
break  up  their  daring  and  wicked  enterprise.  While 
in  the  act  of  executing  this  order,  the  land  agent 
was  seized,  transported  beyond  the  bounds  of  the 
state,  and  finally  carried  upon  a sled,  like  a felon,  and 
under  the  guard  of  provincial  treops,  to  the  capital 
of  New  Brunswick,  for  trial.  Could  a greater  in- 
dignity be  offered  to  any  people  having  a paiticle 
of  sensibility,  to  its  rights  and  its  honor,  or  to  the 
sacredness  of  the  .personal  liberty  of  its  citizens? 
It  is  true  that  the  lieutenant  governor  denies  that 
the  original  seizure  was  by  authority.  But  at 
Woodstock  the  magistrates  took  cognizance  of  the 
affair,  sanctioned  the  proceedings  by’issuing  a war- 
rant, (acting,  undoubtedly,  under  the  authority  of 
the  proclamation,)  and  sending  our  citizens,  under 
an  ignominious  escort,  to  Frcderickton.  Really,  if 
there  be  any  apology  or  justification  tor  this  treat- 
ment of  our  citizens,  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  any 
code  of  international  honor  or  comity  with  which 
I have  been  acqti  anted.  Not  only  this,  but  it 
seems  that  a military  force  is  sent  into  a part  of  the 
territory  of  this  state  to  expel  from  it  a civil  force 
sent  there  by  this  government  for  the  prolection  of 
its  proper'y.  How  long  are  vve  thus  to  be  trampled 
upon — pur  rights  and  claims  derided;  our  power 
contemned,  and  the  state  degraded!  if  there  ever 
was  a time  when  the  spirit  of  independence  and 
self-respect  should  arouse  itself,  that  time  is  the 
present.  We  cannot  tamely  submit  to  be  driven 
from  our  territory  while  engaged  in  the  civil  em- 
ployment of  looking  after  and  protecting  our  pro- 
perty, without  incurring  a large  measure  of  igno- 
miny and  disgrace. 

No  palliating  circumstances  for  this  outrage  can 
be  found  in  even  a pretence  lhat  t he  place  where  it 
was  committed  is  within  the  concurrent  jurisdiction 
of  the  two  governments,  much  less  that  the  iiriti;h 
government  have  had  exclusive'  jurisdiction.  Lauds 
even  higher  up  and  beyond  this,  were  surveyed  and 
granted  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts  more  than 
thirty  years  ago.  And  Massachusetts,  and  Maine 
have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  granting  permits  to 
cut  timber  upon  the  Aroostook  lands  w ithout  being, 
to  my  knowledge,  molested  from  any  quarter,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  sales  and  actual  occupation  of  the 
land  itself. 

It  must  be  gratifying  to  all  who  have  a true  sense 
of  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  state,  to  perceive 
that  upon  this  subject,  the  din  of  party  warfare  is 
hushed,  and  that  a unanimity  has  prevailed  alike 
honorable  and  patriotic.  No  interruption  to  this 
commendable  spirit,  1 trust,  will  be  suffered.  Union 
and  good  feeling,  no  less  than  prudence  and  energy, 
are  absolutely  necessary  in  this  extraordinary  emer- 
gency. 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 

Council  chamber,  February  IS,  1839. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I have  received  a 
communication  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the 
province  of  New  Brunswick,  in  which  he  sets  up 
an  alleged  agreement  that  the  British  government 
should  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  possession 
of  the  disputed  territory  until  the  question  be  set- 
tled ; and  informs  us  that  he  is  instructed  not  to 
suffer  any  interference  with  that  possession  and 
jurisdiction.  He  entreats  ns  to  withdraw  the  land 
agent’s  party,  and  adds  that  lie  has  directed  a strong 
force  of  “ her  majesty’s  troops  to  be  in  readiness 
to  support  her  majesty’s  authority,  and  protect  her 
majesty’s  subjects  in  the  disputed  territory,  in  the 
event  of  this  request  not  being  immediately  com- 
plied with.” 

In  regard  to  all  this,  I have  only  to  say  that  there 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  entire  correctness  of  the 
course  we  have  thus  far  pursued,  and  that  with 
the  blessings  of  God,  1 trust  vve  shall  persevere. 
No  such  agreement  as  that  alluded  to  by  the 
lieutenant  governor  can  be  recognised  by  us; 
and  it  is  an  entire  misapprehension,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  that  such  an  agreement  has  ever  been 
made.  The  letter  having  been  written  before  Mr. 
Mclntire  reached  Frederickton,  no  official  com- 
munication is  made  as  to  the  course  intended  to  be 
ursued  in  regard  to  him  and  those  arrested  with 
im.  I learn,  however,  indirectly,  that  they  are  to 
be  retained. 

I am  informed  that  the  land  agent’s  party  have 
stationed  themselves,  for  the  present,  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  Aroostook  road.  While  there,  Mr. 


McLaughlin,  the  provincial  land  agent,  presented 
himself,  and,  in  the  name  of  her  majesty,  warned 
our  party  to  disperse.  Mr.  McLaughlin  and  his 
two  assistants  vyere  therelore  taken  into  custody, 
and  the  agent,  w ith  one  assistant,  immediately  sent 
to  Bangor,  where  they  are  now  detained. 

Copies  of  the  proclamation  and  letter  of  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  New  Brunswick  are  herewith 
communicated. 

JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 

After  the  message  had  been  read,  Mr.  Allen,  of 
Bangor,  oti'eied  the  following  resolve  : 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 

“Resolve  for  the  protection  of  the  public  lands. 

“Resolved,  That  the  honor  and  interest  of  this  sia'e 
demand  that  a sufficient  military  force  be  forthwith 
stationed  on  the  Aroostook  river,  west  of  the  boundary 
line  of  the  stale,  as  t-tablished  by  the  treaty  of  1733; 
and  on  the  river  St.  John,  if  found  practicable,  at  such 
points  as  may  be  best  adapted  to  the  object,  to  prevent 
further  depradations  on  the  public  lands,  and  to  protect 
and  preserve  the  timber  and  other  lumber  already  cut 
there,  by  trespassers,  and  to  prevent  its  removal  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  state.’’ 

Air.  Delcsdernier  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the 
following  resolve,  which  was  adopted  : ■ 

“ Resolved , That  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars  he,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  executive  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of 
the  foregoing  resolve,  and  the  resolve  passed  January 
21,  1339;  that  the  governor  be,  and  hereby  is,  author- 
ized, with  the  advice  of  council,  to  draw  his  warrant 
for  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  a*  it  may  be  needed 
tor  that  purpose. 

The  question  (on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
to  he  engrossed)  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  "unanimously  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  150, 
nays  none. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vose,  of  Augusta, 

Ordered,  That  I lie  governor  be  requested  to  commu- 
nicate forthwith  to  t lie  cxecu.ive  of  Massachusetts  any 
information  in  his  possession  in  relation  to  trespasses 
committed  on  the  disputed  territory,  and  to  request  the 
eo-operation. of  that  state  in  the  measures  taken  by  this 
s;ae. 

This  order,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Sheldon,  of  Gardiner,  introduced  the  follow- 
ing resolve  : 

“ Additional  resolve  respecting  trespasses  on  the  public 
lands. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  forthwith 
to  communicate  to  the  president  of  the  United  States 
the  measures  recently  adopted  by  the  state  of  Maine  in 
relation  to.  trespasses  on  the  public  lands  of  the  state, 
and  also  copies  of  tha  correspondence  between  the 
governor  of  New  Brunswick  and  the  executive  of 
Maine  in  relation  to  these measures,  together  with  any 
information  in  his  possession  rela  ive  to  the  subject; 
and  to  request  the  aid  of  the  general  government  in 
support  oi  the  rights  of  the  state  of  Maine.” 

The  passage  of  this  resolve  to  be  engrossed  was 
taken  bv  yeas  and  nays,  anil  decided  unanimously 
in  the  affirmative  ; yeas  148,  nays  none. 

John  D.  McCrate,  esq.,  of  Wiscasset,  has  been 
sent  to  Washington  as  bearer  of  despatches  to  the 
president.  He  left  here  this  afternoon.  The  gov- 
ernor has  issued  orders  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  several  divisions  to  older  one  thousand  men 
to  be  drafted  in  each,  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  inarch  at  a moment’s  warning  to  our  north- 
eastern frontier. 

Tlie  following  is  the  communication  referred  to 
by  governor  Fairfield. 

(SOV.  HARVEY  TO  G»V.  FAIRFIELD. 

Government  house, 

Frcderickton,  New  Brunswick,  Feb.  13,  133.9. 

Sir:  I have  just  heard,  with  the  utmost  surprise 
and  regret,  that,  without  the  courtesy  of  any  intima- 
tion whatever  to  this  government,  an  armed  force 
from  the  state  of  Maine  has  entered  the  territory, 
the  claim  to  which  is  in  dispute  betwixt  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  United  States,  and  wliich  it  has  been 
agreed  betwixt  the  two  general  governments  shall 
remain  in  the  exclusive  possession  and  jurisdiction 
of  England  until  that  claim  be  determined. 

It  has  been  my  duty,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
to  apprize  the  executive  government  of  Maine  that 
ray  instructions  do  not  permit  rue  to  suffer  any  in- 
terference with  that  possession  and  jurisdiction, 
until  the  question  of  right  shall  have  been  finally 
decided,  in  discussion  betwixt  the  two  general  gov- 
ern inputs. 

With  the  knowledge  of  these  instructions  Urns 
explicitly  made  known,  I cannot  but  repeat  the  ex- 
pression of  the  deep  regret  which  I feel,  that,  in- 
stead of  seekingtheir  recall  or  modification  through 
the  presidential  government,  the  state  of  Maine 
should  thus  have  forced  upon  a subordinate  officer 
the  alternative  of  either  falling  in  his  duty  by  ab- 
staining from  the  fulfilment  of  the  command  of  his 
sovereign,  or  by  acting  up  to  them, placing  the  two 
countries  in  a state  of  border  collision,  if  not  the 
two  nations  in  inveterate  and  active  hostility. 


Such,  nevertheless,  is  the  position  in  which  I 
find  myself  placed  by  this  overt  act  on  the  part  of 
the  state  of  Maine — one  from  which  I do  not  hesi- 
tate.in  entreating  your  excellency  to'  relieve  me,  by 
ordering  the  immediate  recall  of  a force  whose  pre- 
sence within  the  precincts  of  the  territory  as  claimed 
by  England  it  is  contrary  to  my  instructions  to  per- 
mit ; and  it  is  proper  that  I should  acquaint  your 
excellency  that  I have  directed  a strong  iorce  of 
her  majesty’s  troops  to  be  in  readiness  to  support 
her  majesty’s  authority  and  toprotect  her  majesty’s 
subjects  in  the  disputed  territory,  in  the  event  ot 
this  request  not  being  immediately  complied  with. 

With  regard  to  any  plea  for  these  proceedings  on 
the  part  of  the  state  of  Maine,  connected  with  tim- 
ber spoliations  in  that  territory,  I have  to  inform 
your  excellency  that  I have  given  directions  for  a 
boom  to  be  placed  across  the  mouth  of  the  Aroos- 
took, where  the  seizing  officer,  protected  by  a suf- 
ficient guard,  w ill  he  able  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
any  timber  into  the  St.  John  in  the  spring,  or  to 
seize  It  and  expose  it  to  public  sale  lor  the  benefit 
of  the disputed  territory  fund.” 

Similar  .precautions  will  be  adopted  in  regard  to 
any  timber  cut  upon  the  Upper  St.  John,  or  the  tri- 
butary streams  tailing  into  it. 

Anxiously  awaiting  your  excellency’s  reply  to 
this  communication, 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency’s  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HARVEY. 

GOVERNOR  EVF.RETTT’S  MESSAGE  TO  THE  LEGIS- 
LATURE OF  MASSACHUSETS. 

Massachusett's  legislature,  Wednesday,  Feb.  20. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  go- 
vernor : 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  : 

I transmit  io  the  two  houses  copies  of  the  several 
documents  received  from  his  excellency  (he  gover- 
nor of  Maine,  on  the  18th  and  19th  instant.  They 
relate  to  the  trespasses  committed  on  the  public  land?, 
the  property  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  bv  bands 
of  plunderers  associated  in  large  bodies,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  their  operations  without  interrup- 
tion. The  measures  taken  by  Maine  to  enable  her 
land  agent  to  put  a stop  to  these  depredations,  and 
the  purpose  of  resisting  these  measures  by  military 
force,  announced  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the 
province  of  New  Brunswick,  will  appear  from  the 
papers  communicated.  The  course  adopted  and 
menaced  by  the  local  authorities  of  New  Brunsw  ick, 
has  led  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maine  to  the 
adoption  of  vigorous  measures  lor  the  protection  of 
tlie  public  property,  and  the  defence  of  the  agents 
employed  in  removing  (he  depredators. 

Among  (lie  papers  transmitted  by  governor  Fair- 
fi  - Id,  is  a copy  of  a resolve  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  Maine  of  the  18th  instant,  requesting 
the  aid  of  Massachusetts  in  the  measures  adopted  by 
Maine,  relative  to  the  trespassers  on  the  public 
lands.  The  opinions  and  feelings  of  Massachusetts 
oil  the  great  questions  connected  with  the  north- 
eastern boundary,  have  been  so  often  set  forth  in 
the  public  acts  of  her  legislature  ard  executive,  that 
they  do  not  need  to  be  repeated.  The  land  agent 
of  the  commonwealth  has  at  all  times  efficiently  co- 
operated w ith  the  land  agent  of  Maine,  in  all  mea- 
sures for  the  protection  of  public  property  which 
fall  within  the  scope  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  those 
officers. 

I had  the  honor  in  my  address  to  the  legislature  at 
the  beginning  of  the  session,  as  on  more  than  one 
former  occasion  of  the  same  kind,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  two  houses  to  the  ruinous  extent  of  the 
depredations  committed  on  the  public  lands  in  that 
region — the  rightful  sovereignty  and  government  of 
the  territory  belong  exclusively  to  Maine.  Massa- 
chusetts has  no  jurisdiction  over  it,  and  possesses 
only  an  interest  in  the  moiety  of  the  soil.  For  this 
reason,  no  further  steps  on  our  part  have  been  deem- 
ed within  the  competence  ot  Massachusetts,  to  main- 
tain tier  right  in  tlie  territory  which-  forms  the  sub- 
ject of  controversy  so  long  protracted,  between  tlie 
governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
Should  a state  of  things  unhappily  arise  in  which  the 
government  of  tlie  United  Slates  shall  call  upon 
Massachusetts  for  her  assistance  in  asserting  the 
rights  so  long  and  so  injuriously  w ithheld,  I am  per- 
suaded that  the  call  w ill  receive  a prompt  response 
from  the  legislature  and  the  people. 

EDWARD  EVERETT. 

Council  chamber,  Feb.  20,  1839. 

[We  have  before  us  a large  number  of  other  in- 
teresting documents  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
which  we  are  compelled  to  omit  for  the  want  of 
room.  Our  readers  will,  however,  find  on  the  first 
and  second  pages  the  latest  news  of.  interest  in  re- 
lation to  this  perplexing  question.] 
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COLLECTION  AND  DISBURSEMENT  OF 
THE  REVENUE. 

In  ihe  house  of  representatives,  February  6,  1S39. 
Mr.  Ji.  M.  T.  Hunter,  from  Ihe  select  committee 
to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 

Tne  select  committee  to  whom  were  referred,  oil 
the  Sill  of  January,  certain  resolutions  in  relation 
to  the  inode  of  collecting  and  disbursing  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  have  lud  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  submit  the  following  report : 

It  seems  to  have  been  the  object  of  the  resolu- 
tions referred  to  this  committee,. first,  to  leave  the 
public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  public  debtor  un- 
til actually  wanted  by  the  government ; thu3 giving 
this  portion  of  the  capital  of  the  country  to  the 
uses  of  trade,  at  the  same  time  that  interest  is  se- 
cured to  the  public  as  the  consideration  of  its  use. 

Secondly,  to  set  off  periodically  the  liabilities  to 
and  from  the  government,  by  fixing  certain  days,  at 
intervals  of  three  months,  for  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments, so  as  to  concentrate  as  many  demands  to 
and  from  the  United  States  as  may.  be  practicable 
at  the  same  time  and  place. 

Thirdly,  to  diminish  the  risk  of  peculation  and 
default  on  the  part  of  public  officers;  first,  by  this 
exchange  of  credit,  which,  so  for  as  it  can  be  ef- 
fected, accomplishes  at  the  same  process  the  col- 
lection and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  without 
affording  a temptation  to  theft ; and,  next,  by  pro- 
viding lor  cash  transactions,  that  the  money  which 
passes  through  the  hands  of  the  public  officers  shall 
Delimited  in  quantity  to  the  actual  demands  to  be 
made  upon  them  within  a period  so  short  as  twenty 
days. 

And,  fourthly,  to  introduce  greater  order  and  fa- 
cility in  the  administration  ol  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, by  fixing  these  stated  periods  for  receipt  and 
disbursement,  so  as  lo  enable  tile  secre’ary  to  ob 
tain  adequate  notice,  not  only  of  the  sum  due  from 
the  government,  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  de- 
mand, but  also  of  the  sums  due  to  the  government, 
and  of  the  time  and  place  of  receipt. 

These  being  the  objects  of  the  resolutions,  the 
first  inquiry  suggested  to  the  committee  was  as  to 
the  means,  it  any,  of  attaining  them. 

There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  arranging  the  re- 
ceipts so  as  to  cause  the  revenue  from  customs  to 
flow  into  t lie  public  treasury  at  fixed  quarterly  pe- 
riods. It  is  supposed  that  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  herewith  reported  accomplishes  that  object 
without  changing  the  compromise  act,  or  in  any 
manner  atiecting  the  great  interests  concerned  in 
it.  The  main  ques'ions  are  not  only  as  to  the  ulti- 
mate solvency  of  the  debts  thus  incured  by  the  mer- 
chants, but  as  to  their  punctuality  in  meeting  their 
engagements  in  time,  for  the  emergencies  of  the 
system  proposed  by  these  resolutions.  That  the 
bonds  thus  given  would  be  ultimately  paid  with  a 
very  inconsiderable  loss  to  the  public , your  com- 
mittce  enteitaiu  no  doubt.  The  nature  of  the  pen- 
alties imposed  by  existing  laws  and  by  the  2d  sec- 
tion of  this  bill,  the  experience  of  the  government, 
and  the  high  character  of  the  American  merchant, 
alljusify  this  confidence  in  his  fidelity  to  his  en- 
gagements. The  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1799,  al- 
ready provides  that  the  obligors  who  fail  to  pay 
their  bonds  given  for  duties  when  due,  shall  no  lon- 
ger be  entitled  to  credit  at  the  custom  house.  Su- 
peradd to  this  the  summary  process  given  against 
them  by  the  2d  section  of  this  bill,  in  the  event  of 
their  failure  to  pay  at  the  day  ; and  it  is  hardly  to 
be  supposed  that  the  merchant  would  enter  into 
any  engagements  under  such  penalties,  which  he 
might  not  surely  expect  to  meet  at  the  proper  time  ; 
and  the  more  especially  w hen,  upon  so  short  a time, 
as  is  here  supposed,  he  would  so  soon  be  exposed  to 
the  entire  loss  of  credit,  and  perhaps  of  property. 
It  would  rarely  happen  that  a merchant  who  was 
able  to  import  the  goods  would  be  unable  to  pay  the 
duties  in  three  months  from  that  time;  and  certain 
it  is  that  he  would  not  lightly  hazard  his  credit  and 
property  by  exposing  himself  to  the  chance  of  a de- 
fault, made  so  notorious  and  so  speedily  prosecuted 
as  would  be  the  case  under  the  existing  laws  and 
that  now  proposed.  The  high  value  which  every 
merchant  places  upon  his  credit  forbids  such  a sup- 
position. Indeed,  the  experienced’  our  government 
affords  almost  demonstrative  evidence  of  (he  jus- 
tice of  this  conclusion.  In  1824,  William  H.  Craw- 
ford, then  secretary  of  the  treasury,  made  a report 
exhibiting  the  entire  amount  of  losses  sustained 
upon  the  bonds  given  for  customs,  from  1789  up  to 
the  31st  of  December,  1823  From  this  it  appears 
that,  out  of  $527,480,239  secured  by  bonds  for  cus- 
toms during  this  entire  period,  the  loss  had  not  ex- 
ceeded $1,575,626;  whilst  $758,191  only  were 
considered  doubtful ; thus  demonstrating  the  sums 
lost  and  doubtful  not  to  have  been  more  than  forty- 
four  hundredths  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  amount 
collected.  From  1823  to  1838  the  proportion  of 


loss  seems  to  have  been  greater,  as  appears  from  a 
report  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  the 
last  year  ; but  even  with  the  addition  of  this  period 
to  the  former  estimate,  the  loss  will  be  found  less 
than  one  per  cent.  If  additional  evidence  of  the  fi- 
delity of  the  American  merchants  to  their  engage- 
men  s were  to  be  required,  it  might  be  found  in  the 
wonderful  efforts  which  they  made  amid  the  diffi- 
culties, of  the  late  crisis  to  sustain  their  credit.  Of 
the  protested  bills  returned  to  them  from  abroad, 
which  were  said  to  have  amounted  to  £ 2,009,000 
sterling,  nearly  the  whole  amount  has  been  paid.  A 
London  paper  lias  stated  the  loss  at  less  than  one- 
fifliefh  of  one  per  cent.  Looking  to  these  facts,  we 
feel  assured  that  the  proposed  mode  of  securing  the 
public  funds  approximates  so  nearly  to  perfect  safe- 
13',  that  we  should  find  no  difficulty  in  recommend- 
ing an  entire  exchange  of  credit  for  cash  in  collect- 
ing the  duties,  if  there  were  any  considerations  of 
convenience  or  political  expediency  which  peculiar- 
ly recommended  the  former  mode.  But,  fin  point  of 
tact,  the  plan  now  proposed  incurs  fewer  of  the  ob- 
jections urged  against  Ihe  credit  system  of  duties 
than  that  in  present  operation.  It  is  true  that  a 
small  portion  of  the  duties  are  collected  in  cash  un- 
der tbe  present  system,  but  they  bear  a proportion 
to  the  whole  amount  ot  not  more  than  1 to  4,  whilst 
the  credit  now  given  is  for  three  and  six  months. 
Under  the  change  proposed,  the  credit  will  never 
extend  beyond  three  months  and  twenty  days,  (and 
rarely  so  long,)  before  a partial  payment  at  least  will 
be  required,  together  with  a re-examination  of  the 
security.  No  case  can  well  arise  in  which  the 
credit  will  exceed  six  months,  and  then  only  for  the 
surplus  not  required  at  once  for  the  purposes  of  the 
government.  This  periodical  supervision  of  the  se- 
curities for  public  money,  at  short  intervals  of  time, 
it  is  believed,  will  render  Ihose  securities  not  only 
safer  than  under  the  present  system,  but  sufficient- 
ly so  for  all  practical  purposes. 

To  recommend  the  proposed  system,  however, 
it  may  be  said  that  a punctual  payment  of  these 
debts,  when  due,  will  be  necessary,  and  that  the 
operation  of  this  machinery  contemplates  a greater 
degree  of  exactness,  in  this  respect,  than  is  usually 
found  in  the  operations  of  trade.  A close  exami- 
nation of  the  evidence  by  which  we  ought  to  be 
guided  in  this  matter,  will  go  far  to  remove  this 
suspicion.  The  repeated  evidences  given  by  our 
merchants  of  their  fidelity  to  their  engagements, 
through  a long  series  of  years,  have  been  referred 
to  already.  These,  together  with  the  penalties  im- 
posed bv  this  bill  for  a want  ol'  promptitude  in  re- 
deeming their  obligations,  seem  to  justify  the  ex 
pectation  of  a sufficient  degree  of  punctuality  for 
the  purposes  of  the  proposed  system. 

The  successful  operation  of  this  system  will  not 
require  entire  punctuality  in  the  merchants,  or  even 
a greater  degree  of  it  than  has  been  usual  in  their 
past  dealings  with  the  government.  In  the  report 
of  Mr.  Crawford,  before  referred  to,  a period  of 
thirty-three  years  is  embraced,  during  Which  the 
greatest  loss  ever  sustained  upon  the  bonds  given 
for  duties  W'as  incurred  in  I S 1 9,  and  was  less  than  - 
1 .(  per  cent.  ; and  here  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the 
proportion  of  loss  to  the  income  secured  by  bond  in 
1819  and  1820,  was  more  than  four  times  as  great 
as  the  average  proportion  during  the  residue  of  the 
thirty-three  years  embraced  by  this  report.  A de 
ficiency  so  small  as  this  would  probably  be  provided 
for,  in  all  cases,  by  the  estimate  made  at  the  trea- 
sury department  for  the  sums  to  be  drawn  from  the 
bonds  when  they  are  due  ; but  if  sometimes  the 
loss  should  not  be  covered  in  this  way,  the  funds 
arising  from  the  land  sales,  which,  for  the  present, 
are  not  included  in  the  proposed  arrangement, 
would  be  available  to  correct  these  irregularities, 
but  even  if  the  lands  were  included  within  the  sys- 
tem, there  would  always  be  a resource  in  the  sur- 
plus ample  enough  to  supply  any  deficiencies  from 
defaulting  debtors.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the 
bill  provides  a mode  of  keeping  a surplus  with  en- 
tire convenience,  and  without  loss  either  to  the 
government  or  the  community  : the  debtor  retain- 
ing the  use  of  the  money,  and  the  government  draw- 
ing the  interest.  A small  surplus  has  been  con- 
sidered always  as  necessary  for  the  safe  and  conve- 
nient administration  of  the  treasury  department, 
which  occasionally  is  forced  to  meet  emergencies 
not  easily  foreseen.  This  surplus  has  scarcely  ever 
been  less  than  two  millions,  wddeh  in  a revenue 
of  customs  of  twenty  millions,  would  leave  10  per 
cent,  of  that  amount  in  the  shape  of  a bonded  sur- 
plus. Now,  there  is  no  period  in  the  history  of  our 
finances  which  shows  a deficiency  of  any  thing  like 
10  per  cent,  in  the  payments  of  the  merchants  upon 
their  bonds.  The  greatest  loss  ever  sustained  in 
this  way,  during  the  period  embraced  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford’s report,  was  less  than  lj  per  cent. — a sum 
which  even  this  moderate  surplus  would  cover  many 
times  over.  The  extension  of  the  merchants’ bonds, 


in  the  late  general  suspension  of  specie  payments, 
has  not  been  considered  as  affording  any  exception 
to  this  rule.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  that  mea- 
sure did  not  proceed  as  much  from  liberality  as  ne- 
cessity ; and  if  it  was  compelled  by  necessity,  that 
originated  not  so  much  from  the  inability  of  the 
merchants  to  pay  their  debts,  as  from  their  inability 
to  meet  a sudden  demand  for  a large  amount  of  spe- 
cie, in  which  alone  the  debts  to  government  could 
be  .paid  by  the  existing  laws.  Under  the  proposed 
system  they  never  could  be  at  a loss  for  the  medium 
iii  which  to  pay  their  dues  to  government.  The 
drafts  drawn  in  favor  of  public  creditors  would  be 
always  available  for  this  purpose.  The  first  and 
second  sections  of  this  bill  would,  therefore,  pro- 
vide (as  is  believed ) for  the  payment  ot  public  dues 
for  customs  at  quarterly  periods, and  with  sufficient 
punctuality  for  the  wants  of  the  system. 

The  next  end  contemplated  by  these  resolutions 
is,  to  produce  an  offset  of  the  liabilities  to  and  from 
the  government  at' quarterly  periods.  To  attain 
this  object,  sections  have  been  introduced  into  this 
bill,  which  provide  that  the  disbursements  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  made,  as  far  as  practicable, 
on  four  quarterly  days,  occurring  at  not  more  than 
twenty  days  after  those  fixed  for  receipts;  that  for 
money  actually  due,  drafts  may  be  drawn  upon  the 
collectors  at  the  next  receipt  day,  which  bear  an 
interest  within  certain  limits,  and  that  the  payee  or 
assignee  of  these  drafts  shall  present  them  at  the 
specified  time  and  place,  or  else  forfeit  the  interest 
and  the  guaranty  of  the  government  for  the  ulti- 
mate payment  of  funds  placed  in  the  hands  of  its 
agents  to  discharge  the  debt  due  to  him.  Recourse 
is  given,  however,  to  the  creditor  upon  the  official 
bonds  of  these  agents. 

The  first  inquiry  suggested  by  these  provisions 
is,  how  far  is  it  practicable  to  arrange  the  disburse- 
ments at  quarterly  periods?  The  expenses  for  the 
foreign  service,  and  some  of  those  in  the  Indian  de- 
partment, could  not,  perhaps,  be  drawn  within  this 
arrangement  ; but  it  might  easily  be  made  to  com- 
prehend most  of  the  disbursements  upon  the  army, 
the  navy,  the  civil  list,  and  so  much  of  the  public 
works  as  is  executed  by  contract.  These  consti- 
tute the  great  mass  of  public  expenditures  ; and, 
so  far  as  they  could  be  made  by  drafts  to  the  public 
creditor,  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
revenue  would  be  accomplished  by  the  nr  re  ex- 
change of  credits.  These  drafts  would  satisfy  the 
public  faith  to  its  creditors,  because,  within  the 
specified  limits,  the  secretary  would  alw  ays  impose 
such  an  interest  as  would  render  them  immediately 
exchangeable  for  specie  ; and  in  any  event  they 
would  be  paid  in  specie,  if  held  by  the  creditor, 
within  a period  of  not  more  than  ninety  days,  and 
with  an  interest  to  compensate  him  for' the  delay. 
But  in  point  of  fact,  they  would  enter  into  the  ex- 
changes of  the  country.  With  the  provisions  that 
the  bonds  are  to  be  paid  in  specie,  if  not  discharged 
in  these  drafts,  together  with  the  penalties  upon  a 
failure  to  present  them  speedily,  as  required,  it 
would  become  the  interest  of  the  banks,  the  mer- 
chants, and  the  public  creditor,  to  facilitate  them 
on  their  intended  destination.  Drawn,  as  they  must 
be,  at  not  less  than  seventy  nor  more  than  ninety 
days,  there  would  be  ample  time  to  transmit  them 
between  the  most  distant  extremities  of  the  union, 
whilst  the  provisions  before  referred  to  would  ef- 
fectually exclude  them  as  currency,  and  confine 
their  uses  to  the  simple  purposes  of  offset  or  ex- 
change. It  may,  perhaps,  be  doubted  whether,  at 
first,  the  public  creditor,  from  a w'ant  of  knowledge 
of  the  system,  might  not  fail  to  present  the  draft 
with  promptness  enough  for  these  purposes  of  ex- 
change, and  might  not  incur  the  penalties  for  this 
failure  as  much  from  ignorance  as  neglect.  Some 
mistakes  of  this  kind  might  be  made  at  first,  but 
there  would  be  too  many  interests  concerned  in 
teaching  him  the  true  mode  of  disposing  of  his 
draft,  to  suppose  that  he  would  long  remain  in  ig- 
norance upon  the  subject.  All  fears  of  this  sort 
might  be  removed,  however,  by  a short  specifica- 
tion on  the  face  of  the  draft  of  the  penalties  impo- 
sed upon  a neglect  to  present  it  as  required  by  law. 

This  system  of  exchanges,  together  with  the  pro- 
vision for  leaving  the  surplus  in  the  hands  of  the 
public  debtors,  will  leave  a very  small  portion  of 
these  bonds  to  be  collected  in  actual  money.  The 
payment  of  such  a sum  in  specie  as  required  by 
this  bill,  cannot  produce  a sensible  effiect  upon  the 
banks,  or  give  inconvenience  to  the  merchants,  by 
causing  periodical  ebbs  and  flows  in  their  demands 
for  capital.  During  the  period  between  disburse- 
ments and  receipts,  the  easy  and  insensible  opera- 
tions of  exchange  will  furnish  them  with  the  mean* 
of  paying  far  the  greater  portion  of  their  bonds  by 
a mere  offset  of  credits,  to  the  mutual  convenience 
of  themselves  and  the  government. 

There  remains  to  be  noticed  one  other  difficulty 
in  the  practical  operation  of  this  exchange  of  credit. 
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The  draffs  disbursed  to  public  creditors,  and  drawn 
in  anticipation  of  the  revenue,  might  exceed,  in 
some  ports,  the  proportion  of  the  debts  to  be  paid  at 
those  places.  But,  in  such  cases,  it  would  always 
happen,  where  the  disbursements  did  not  exceed 
the  receipts,  that  there  would  be  a corresponding  de- 
ficiency in  tlie  drafts  drawn  upon  otherplac.es  of  re- 
ceipt. To  adapt  this  state  of  things  to  the  equal 
proportions  of  the  surplus  to  be  left  in  the  different 
sections,  a provision  is  introduced,  which  enables 
the  collector  to  direct  any  excess  of  these  drafts  to  a 
disbursing  officer,  to  be  designated  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury.  This  officer  may  always  be  sup- 
plied with  the  funds  to  meet  these  drafts  from  the 
offices  upon  which  too  little  had  been  drawn  at  the 
previous  day  of  disbursement.  The  department, 
in  all  cases,  having  at  least  seventy  days’  notice  of 
the  drafts  which  are  outstanding,  together  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  bonds  falling  due  upon  the  day 
when  they  are  to  be  paid,  will  probably  find  no  dif- 
ficulty in  preserving  both  the  faith  of  the  govern- 
ment and  tne  policy  of  this  bill. 

Another  object  contemplated  by  these  resolulions 
is,  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  the  danger  of  pecu- 
lation on  the  part  of  the  public  officers.  This  will 
certainly  be  accomplished  to  a very  great  extent 
under  the  system  now  proposed.  If  proper  regula- 
tions were  made,  so  as  to  inform  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  as  to  the  bonds  which  passed  into  the 
collector’s  bands,  they  could  scarcely  become  the 
subjects  of  theft  ; and  to  the  extent  that  the  dis- 
bursements were  made  in  dralts,  there  would  be  ab- 
solute safety  as  to  the  disbursing  officers.  Nor 
would  there  be  much  danger  as  to  the  sum  collec- 
ted in  money.  This  amount  would,  of  necessity,  be 
small,  and  passing  immediately  from  the  collecting 
to  the  disbursing  officer,  would  not  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  last  more  than  twenty  days  before  ev- 
ery cent  would  be  demanded  by  the  public  creditor. 
Defaults  in  either  of  these  officers  would  be  so  quick- 
ly detected,  that  the  restraint  upon  them  would  be 
almost  perfect.  The  great  temptation  to  default, 
arising,  generally,  out  of  large  sums  lying  idle  lor  a 
long  time  with  those  who  keep  them,  would,  of 
course,  be  removed  by  a system  which  left  no  idle 
money  in  their  hands. 

Lastly,  it  seems  to  have  been  designed  by  these 
resolutions  to  promote  a more  systematic  adminis- 
tration of  the  treasury  department,  under  a new 
mode  of  collecting  and  disbursing  the  revenue. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  beforehand  the  pre- 
cise advantages  of  any  increase  of  system  in  the 
conduct  of  human  affairs.  But  the  general  advan- 
tages of  order  over  disorder  in  the  fiscal  administra- 
tion, cannot  well  be  too  highly  appreciated.  Per- 
haps, however,  a clearer  view  of  the  subject  will 
be  given,  by  a reference  to  some  of  the  inconve- 
niences under  which  the  treasury  department  now 
suffers,  and  which  will  be  removed  by  the  system 
now  proposed. 

At  present,  the  money  flows  into  the  collector’s 
hands  daily,  and  without  regularity  as  1o  amount. 
The  secretary,  not  always  having  notice  of  the  time 
and  amount  of  receipts  until  they  are  in  hand,  has, 
for  the  most  part,  to  make  his  arrangement  for 
removing  these  funds  not  before,  but  after  they  are 
received.  The  consequence  is,  that  large  sums 
often  lie  idle  to  all  the  purposes  of  trade  and  gov- 
ernment, and  serve  only,  during  this  time,  to  offer 
temptations  for  peculation  to  the  public  officers. 
According  to  the  best  information  which  your  com- 
mittee can  obtain,  the  average  amount  thus  lyin'1- 
in  the  hands  of  the  receiving  officers  arid  other  cus- 
todiers of  the  public  treasure,  independently  of  the 
amount  in  the  custody  of  the  disbursing  officers,  lias 
been  about  $1,000,000  at  the  end  of  each  quarter, 
for  the  four  years  preceding  the  1st  of  January, 
1833.  So  much  for  the  receipts.  The  evils  ensu- 
ing from  the  want  of  adequate  notice,  and  a syste- 
matic arrangement  of  the  disbursements,  are  still 
more  striking.  The  treasury  is  subject  to  constant 
demands,  of  which  it  has  no  notice  as  to  time  or 
amount.  The  consequence  is,  that  money  must  be 
placed  with  the  disbursing  officers  long  enough  be- 
forehand, and  in  amounts  sufficiently  large  to  cover 
all  probable  demands.  The  average  sum  thus  left 
idle  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers,  has  been  a- 
bout  $4,000,000  at  the  end  of  each  quarter.  And 
this,  because  there  are  no  adequate  provisions  to 
arrange  these  demands,  so  as  to  give  sufficient  no- 
tice of  them  to  the  head  of  the  department,  and  to 
compel  their  production  by  the  public  creditors  at 
the  proper  time.  Nor  is  this  the  only  inconveni- 
ence arising  out  of  the  present  state  of  things.  The 
disbursements  are  made  as  the  demands  lor  them 
arise.  The  receipts  come  in  daily  as  the  bonds  fall 
due,  and  vary  not  only  from  day  to  day,  but  from 
month  to  month.  When  the  receipts  and  expenses 
are  nearly  equal,  there  is  constant  danger,  as  we 
are  informed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that 
enough  may  not  be  received  in  some  months  of  the 


year  to  meet  the  demands  upon  the  government. 
For,  although  the  aggregate  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements during  the  year  may  correspond,  j’et 
this  is  by  no  means  the  case  from  month  to  month. 
At  present,  there  are  but  two  modes  of  meeting  the 
evil  ; (he  one,  lo  leave  a large  surplus  on  hand  to 
meet  these  contingencies;  and  the  other,  to  give 
the  secretary  the  power  to  issue  treasury  notes  at  his 
discretion.  The  system  now  proposed  avoids  all  of 
these  inconveniences.  No  balances  need  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  receiving  or  disbursing  officers. 
The  secretary  having  notice  of  the  amount  and  time 
of  receipts,  as  well  as  of  the  amount  and  time  of 
disbursements,  can  always  make  his  arrangements 
beforehand,  to  remove  the  public  money  Irom  the 
collector  as  soon  as  received,  and  to  disburse  it  ei- 
ther in  the  very  act  of  receipt,  or  at  not  more  than 
twenty  days  from  that  time.  Speedy  accountabil- 
ity will  thus  be  required  from  the  public  officers, 
and  an  almost  instant  detection  will  aw’ait  them  in 
case  of  default  or  fraud.  Nor  will  the  inconveni- 
ence as  to  inequality  in  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments ever  arise  to  any  thing  like  ils  present  extent. 
By  throwing  together  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments for  three  months  in  the  quarterly  settlements, 
there  can  scarcely  be  a serious  inequality  between 
the  two,  when  their  yearly  amounts  correspond. 
Should  any  such  difficulty  ever  arise,  it  will  readily 
be  corrected  by  the  smallsuiplus  left  with  the  pub- 
lic debtor,  for  which  this  bill  provides,  w'ithout  loss 
either  to  trade  or  to  the  government.  Short  settle- 
ments, promptness  in  all  concerned  in  the  fiscal  ad- 
ministration, and  t he  means  of  speedy  detection  in 
cases  of  default,  may  all  be  secured,  as  it  seems,  un- 
der the  proposed  system,  with  proper  treasury  regu- 
lations. The  whole  administration  of  the  finances 
will  be  brought  more  under  the  view  and  control  of 
the  Imad  of  the  department,  and  less  will  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  subordinate  officers.  The  disbur- 
sing officer  will  pass  the  debits  to  the  treasury  books 
at  least  seventy  days  before  they  are  due  ; the  col- 
lector will  transmit  weekly  the  entries  on  the  credit 
side  of  the  account,  and  the  quarterly  balance  sheet 
of  the  department  will  exhibit  to  a very  great  extent, 
the  entire  process  of  collection  and  disbursement  in 
a mere  exchange  of  credit.  Should  these  anticipa- 
tions be  realized,  it  is  evident  that  there  would  be 
more  of  unity,  efficiency,  and  responsibility,  in  the 
administration  of  the  treasury  department,  than  we 
have  had  under  any  other  system.  It  is  true  that 
this  system,  like  every  other,  would  depend  very 
much  for  ils  success  upon  ils  proper  execution  ; and 
inconveniences  would  certainly  arise  at  its  com- 
mencement, which  further  experience  would  proba- 
bly rectify. 

It  will  doubtless  be  remarked,  that  the  resolutions 
referred  to  this  committee  do  not  comprehend  the 
public  lands  within  the  system  which  they' propose. 
Perhaps  it  is  as  well,  for  several  reasons,  that  they 
should  not  be  included  at  present.  In  the  first 
place,  difficulties  might  arise  in  the  commencement 
of  a system  so  novel,  which  would  be  easily  over- 
come by  the  available  cash  funds  afforded  Irom  the 
public  lands.  This  would,  at  least,  be  highly  use- 
ful until  the  system  became  familiar  in  practice. 
Again  : the  public  mind  is  just  now  so  unsettled  in 
relation  to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  these  lands, 
that  changes  might  occur,  in  relation  to  them, 
which  would  take  them  without  the  opera'ion  ol 
the  system,  if  it  were  now  adapted  to  them.  Should 
the  present  mode  of  disposing  of  these  lands  from 
the  general  government  to  the  individual  pur- 
chaser be  retained,  it  would  not  only  be  practicable, 
but  expedient,  hereafter  to  include  them  within  the 
proposed  system.  The  only  practical  difficulty  in 
the  case  would  be  as  to  the  means  of  enforcing 
punctual  payment  of  the  bonds  given  for  them 
when  they  were  due.  Disbelieved  that  this  might 
be  accomplished  by  making  the  receipts  semi-an- 
nual instead  of  quarterly,  and  by  the  provisions 
hereafter  suggested  for  enforcing  the  punctual  pay- 
ment of  these  bonds  when  due,  whether  given  by 
the  highest  bidder  at  the  auctions,  or  by  the  pur- 
chaser on  private  entry.  This  might  be  secured 
by  providing,  first,  that  so  much  money  should  be 
paid  at  the  execnlion  of  the  bond  as  would  secure 
the  probable  fulfilment  of  the  contract;  secondly, 
that  the  obligees  who  failed  to  pay  these  bonds 
when  due,  should  be  refused  credit  thereafter  at 
the  land  offices;  thirdly,  that  neither  patent  nor 
possession  should  be  given  until  the  payment  of  the 
money  at  the  receipt  day,  when  it  was  due;  and, 
fourthly,  upon  such  failure  at  the  proper  day,  that 
any  other  person  might  take  the  patent  tor  the 
lands  upon  paying  down  immediately  the  sum  due 
upon  the  bond. 

As  it  is  not  proposed  to  include  the  public  lands 
just  now  within  the  operation  of  the  system,  it  will 
be  needless  to  enlarge  upon  the  provisions  just 
sketched  in  relation  to  them. 

Having  reviewed  the  practical  operation  of  this 


system,  it  may  be  well  to  examine,  for  a moment, 
its  political  and  incidental  effects : one  of  which 
undoubtedly  will  be  an  entire  separation  of  the 
banks  and  the  general  government.  The  separa- 
tion must  be  complete,  inasmuch  as  the  govern- 
ment will  no  longer  have  the  means  of  rewarding  or 
punishing  the  banks  through  the  use  of  its  funds  and 
credit,  whilst  the  banks  will  lose  the  power  of  im- 
peding the  fiscal  operations  of  the  government  when 
these  are  conducted  without  their  agency.  The 
general  government  will  then  be  entirely  responsi- 
ble for  the  success  of  ils  fiscal  administration,  and 
the  banks  will  be  subject  to  no  power  but  that  of 
the  states  which  created  them.  So  long  as  these 
are  dependent  upon  each  other  in  interest,  they 
must  either  sympathize  in  action,  or  a fierce  war 
between  the  two  will  be  inevitable  ; and  in  this  the 
people  must  be  the  sufferers.  The  banks,  on  the 
one  hand,  would  be  armed  with  the  power  of  ex- 
panding and  contracting  the  currency,  and  the  ge- 
neral government, on  the  other,  would  either  attack 
their  credit  with  the  people,  upon  which  their  exis- 
tence depends,  or  array  one  set  of  banks  against 
the  other,  through  the  use  of  its  funds,  that  it 
might  conquer  by  their  divisions  ; the  consequence 
would  be,  either  that  the  government  would  ac- 
quire the  power  of  the  hanks,  or  the  banks  would 
obtain  that  of  the  government;  and  the  people 
would  be  the  sufferers  in  this  contest  lor  powers, 
which  ought  not  to  be  united  in  either. 

To  arm  the  general  government  with  the  power 
of  the  hanks  would  be  to  destroy  the  balances  of  the 
constitution,  whilst  the  reverse  of  this  operation 
would  not  be  tolerated  after  it  was  understood. 
The  only  possible  mode  of  preventing  the  union  of 
these  powers  is  to  separate  them  in  action  and  in- 
terest— an  event  so  much  to  be  desired  that  it  ought 
to  be  effected  even  at  a pecuniary  loss  to  the  people, 
if  that  were  necessary.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  this 
is  not  the  case;  and  the  separation  now  proposed 
is  relieved  from  the  objections,  whether  founded  or 
unfounded,  which  were  raised  against  the  other 
modes  heretofore  suggested  for  accomplishing  this 
purpose. 

In  the  first  place,  (his  system  does  not  horde  lip 
large  amounts  of  capital  in  specie,  to  lie  idle  in  the 
hands  of  the  government ; on  the  contrary,  it  leaves 
the  public  funds  which  are  not  wanted  for  imme- 
diate disbursement  in  the  hands  of  the  debtors  : the 
government,  and  not  the  hanks,  deriving  the  in- 
terest upon  their  use. 

Secondly.  It  does  not  afford  the  public  officers 
the  means  of  using  these  funds  for  private  purposes  ; 
inasmuch  as  very  little  money  passes  through  their 
hands,  and  then  only  for  immediate  disbursement. 

Thirdly.  It  does  not  produce  an  inconvenient 
run  upon  the  banks  for  specie,  in  the  payment  of 
public  dues.  For  so  large  a portion  of  the  collec- 
tions and  disbursements  will  be  accomplished  by  a 
mere  exchange  of  credit,  that  the  residue  to  be  re- 
ceived in  specie  will  be  too  small  to  be  felt  by  the 
merchants  or  banks. 

And,  fourthly.  It  does  not  permit  the  use  of 
treasury  drafts  as  currency,  as  the  existing  laws 
have  been  supposed  to  justify  ; because  it  places 
such  conditions  upon  these  drafts  as  effectually 
prevent  the  conversion  of  government  credit  into 
currency,  and  limits  its  uses  to  the  purposes  of  ex- 
change. It  merely  introduces  machinery  lo  facili- 
tate the  exercise  ol  the  undoubted  right  ol  an  indi- 
vidual to  set  off  his  claim  upon  the  government 
against  a claim  of  the  government  upon  him  ; the 
right  of  the  treasury  to  draw  upon  its  funds  being 
more  limited  under  the  system  proposed,  lhan  at 
present  with  the  existing  laws.  As  it  is  this  feature 
which  abstracts  the  government  as  a disturber  of 
the  currency,  and  enables  it  to  administer  its  re- 
venue without  injury  to  the  banks,  and  unaffected 
by  their  conduct,  it  may  be  well  to  examine  its 
operation  a little  more  closely. 

The  pecuniary  transactions  of  society  are  settled 
either  in  currency,  or  by  an  exchange  of  credit. 
Those  upon  short  notice  and  of  small  amount  are 
usually  settled  in  Ihe  former  mode  ; whilst  heavy 
transactions,  distant  eitherin  point  of  time  orspace, 
are  most  commonly  set  against  each  other.  To 
the  extent  to  which  this  exchange  of  credit  is 
effected,  the  demand  for  currency  diminishes  in  a 
given  amount  of  business.  Indeed,  the  extent  of 
this  species  of  exchange  may  almost  be  considered 
as  a measure  of  the  improvement  in  commercial 
communities.  It  is  a general  truth,  to  which,  of 
course,  there  are  exceptions,  that  the  individuals  of 
a society  sell  as  much  as  they  buy.  Whenever 
there  is  a debt  due  from  an  individual,  it  may  safely 
be  assumed  that  another  of  equal  amount  is  some- 
where due  to  him.  To  collect  and  array  these 
against  each  other  is  a most  important  branch  of 
trade.  The  facility  for  doing  this  will  increase  as 
the  channels  of  trade  wear  deeper  from  use,  and 
the  course  of  its  current  can  be  calculated  with 
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more  certainty.  It  is  manifest  that  the  limits  are 
wide  between  which  this  process  may  fluctuate; 
and  that  the  more  itls  extended  the  better  for 
trade,  inasmuch  as  it  will  then  require  less  'cur- 
rency, which  is  expensive,  and  in  that  very  cir- 
cumstance diminish  the  dangers  of  a change  in  the 
standard  of  value.  If  these  things  be  true-,  it  « 
clear  that  the  same  amount  of  trade  in  different 
states  or  conditions  may  require  different  propor- 
tions of  currency.  A community  dealing  in  mo- 
ney only,  (if  that  could  be,)  would  require  much 
more  currency  for  its  trade  than  would  be  neces- 
sary for  the  same  trade  in  another  which  dealt  in 
exchanges  as  well  as  in  currency. 

If  the  government,  therefore,  were  to  deal  only 
in  money,  the  currency  would  ebb  and  flow  with 
the  tide  of  revenue;  whilst,  if  it  were  practicable 
that  it  dealt  only  by  an  ofl'set  of  its  liabilities,  the 
variations  of  currency  and  revenue  would  be  inde- 
pendent of  each  other.  The  eifect  of  the  former 
system  would  be,  that  the  government,  through  its 
revenue,  would  affect  the  currency  by  one  law, 
whilst  the  operations  of  trade  would  influence  it  by 
another  ; and  thus  fluctuations  in  the  revenue  might 
often  afford  a serious  disturbance  to  currency  and 
commerce.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
amount  of  currency  in  any  country  ought  to  be  re- 
gulated by  its  trade;  and  this  can  never  be  entirely 
effected  unless  the  demands  of  government  lor  cur- 
rency either  sympathize  exactly  with  those  of  trade, 
or  else  cease  altogether : the  first  it  is  impossible  to 
elfcct;  but  the  latter  may  be  accomplished,  to  a 
very  great  extent,  by  an  exchange  of  credit.  The 
very  circumstances  which  increase  its  disturbing 
effects,  when  dealing  in  currency,  fit  it  for  the  lat- 
ter operation.  Its  credit  is  good ; its  transactions 
are  heavy,  and  may  be  arranged  on  time,  from  the 
distance  between  the  places  of  receipt  and  dis- 
bursement. These  are  the  favoring  circumstances 
which  have  induced  the  belief  that  the  provisions 
of  the  hill  now  reported  will  accomplish  the  end 
proposed.  If  this  be  so,  it  may  be  asked  if  the 
banks  themselves  are  not  interested  in  the  adoption 
of  such  a measure.  The  loss  ef  a valuable  cus- 
tomer in  the  government  is  undoubtedly  something; 
but  with  the  entire  field  of  American  trade  before 
them,  they  have  ample  room  for  adventure;  and 
the  I os  3 of  the  government  as  a customer  is  not  an 
evil  to  be  compared  with  the  dangers  to  which  they 
would  be  subjected  in  the  rude  conflicts  of  party, 
so  long  as  they  maintained  a political  connexion. 
Nor  is  this  the  only  advantage  which  they  would 
derive.  Their  operations  would  be  safer,  when 
their  currency  was  no  longer  forced  to  ebb  and 
flow  wilh  the  government  expenditures.  They 
have  themselves  attributed  some  of  their  disasters 
to  this  cause,  and  doubtless  there  have  been  pe- 
riods when  (his  connexion  was  mutually  embar- 
rassing to  both  parties. 

Having  suggested  the  considerations  which  may 
commend  the  system  now  proposed  to  the  atten- 
tion of  congress,  this  report  ought  here,  perhaps,  to 
be  closed.  But  there  are  other  circumstances 
which  impress  it  upon  our  attention,  to  which  we 
beg  leave  for  a moment  to  refer.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary, to  commend  this  plan  to  the  consideration  of 
congress,  that  it  should  be  the  best  in  the  abstract; 
it  is  enough  lo  show  that  it  is  belter  than  ttiat  now 
in  operalion,  provided  it  contains  nothing  positively 
ill  in  itself.  To  say  that  it  would  be  better  than 
the  present  system,  (if  system  it  can  be  called,) 
would  be  to  raise  no  extravagant  pretension  in  its 
favor.  The  fragments  of  laws  which  now  operate 
upon  the  subject  can  scarcely  be  said  to  afford  a 
uniform  rule,  or  to  impose  any  limits  upon  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  secretary.  It  is  30  difficult  to  reduce 
the  remains  of  the  various  systems  which  have 
been  wrecked,  or  partially  repealed,  into  any  tiling 
like  order  or  uniformity,  that  it  would  be  almost 
impracticable  to  hold  the  secretary  responsible,  if 
he  were  lo  adopt  his  discretion  as  the  only  guide. 
There  are  various  constructions  of  the  laws  now  in 
force,  by  skilful  combinations  of  which  he  might 
introduce  any  system  he  pleased,  with  at  least 
some  plausibility  of  pretext.  If  it  be  t rue,  as  some 
have  supposed,  that  the  joint  resolution  of  181(5,  as 
modified  by  subsequent  legislation,  leaves  it  in  the 
discretion  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  receive 
nothing  but  specie,  or  nothing  but  convertible  pa- 
per, as  be  may  please  : and  that  the  act  of  23d 
June,  1836,  is  virtually  repealed,  from  the  disquali- 
fication of  the  banks  which  suspended  specie  pay- 
ment to  accept  the  conditions  of  the  act,  then  he 
inay  introduce  the  independent  treasury  at  his 
own  pleasure,  and  that,  too,  without  any  of  the 
restrictions  which  the  friends  even  of  that  measure 
wished  to  impose  upon  him.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  deposite  aet  is  to  be  considered  as  functus 
officio , whilst  that  of  1739  is  still  in  force,  he  may 
adopt  the  state  bank  agency  without  any  of  those 
checks  by  which  the  friends  of  that  system  would 


limit  his  authority,  before  they  would  intrust  him 
with  the  power  of  using  it.  Ami  lastly,  supposing 
•the -act  of  23d  June,  1836,  to  be  still  in  force,  so 
soon  as  banks  arise  which  are  not  disqualified  from 
acting  under  it  by  its  provisions,  then  it  is  manifest 
that,  during  the  progress  of  their  creation,  we  have 
a system  mixed  of  bank  and  individual  agency, 
without  any  sensible  li irritation  upon  the  discretion 
of  the  secietary  who  administers  it.  Nor  is  this 
ail:  the  law  of  23d  June,  1836,  will  then  operate 
as  a .premium  to  the  erection  of  new  banks,  which 
•alone (can  enjoy  its  benefits  under  such  a construc- 
tion of  its  provisions.  The  effect  of  this  bounty 
would  probably  be  to  call  new  banks  into  exis- 
tence ; and  when  enough  of  these  had  arisen  to 
fulfil  the  provisions  ot  the  law,  we  should  have  the 
very  system  which  has  alieady  failed  upon  our 
hands..  In  giving  these  various  constructions  of 
the  acts  regulating  the  treasury  department,  we 
express  no  opinion  of  our  own  in  relation  to  them. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  do  so.  We  state  the  vaiious 
opinions  upon  this  subject,  to  indicate  the  danger- 
ous latitude  of  the  discretion  now  left  in  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury.  Ami  yet,  •notwithstanding 
this  immense  discretion  reposed  in  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  it  is  st-ilf  almost  impossible  for  him 
to  administer  the  department  with  convenience  to 
himself  and  safety  to  the  government.  So  much  is 
left  to  the  discretion  of  his  subordinates,  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  enforce  a strict  and  speedy  respon- 
sibility for  the  public  funds. 

It  would  seem  to  be  clear,  then,  that  neither  of 
the  parties  which  divide  the  country  upon  the  cur- 
rency question  can  approve  of  the  present  state  of 
tlie  laws  which  regulate  tile  treasury  department. 
If,  therefore, the  plan  now  proposed  be  not  the  very 
best  in  the  opinicm  of  either  of  these  divisions,  it  is 
respectfully  submitted  whether  it  may  not  be  fairly 
entitled  to  the  assent  of  all  who  think  it  belter  than 
the  existing  state  of  things.  In  consideration, 
therefore,  of  the  reasons  which  we  have  presented, 
we  respectfully  submit  a bill. 
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THIRD  SESSION — SENATE. 

February  20.  The  Chair  announced  a communi- 
cation from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a re- 
port from  the  chief  of  the  topographical  bureau,  wilh 
accompanying  documents,  made  in  answer  lo  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  lllb  instant,  on  the 
subject  of  the  operations  for  increasing  the  depth  of 
water  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  Chair  presented  a communication  from  the 
president  of  the  convention  lately  held  of  the  people 
of  Florida,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a constitution 
and  slate  government. 

Mr.  Allen  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of 
Geauga  county,  Ohio,  in  relation  to  the  neutrali- 
ty law,  complaining  of  it?  provisions,  and  the  man- 
ner ia  which  they  are  executed,  and  expressing 
strongly  the  opinion  that  the  affair  of  the  Caroline 
was  an  outrage  on  the  dignity  of  the  American  flag. 

Air.  Wright,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  re- 
ported the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  naval 
service  for  1839;  and  gave  notice  tliat  he  would  caff 
it  up  at  an  early  hour  to  morrow. 

The  resolution  to  print  10,000  copies  of  the  salt 
document  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

A number  of  private  hills  from  the  house  were  fa- 
vorably repoited  on. 

Tlie  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  provid- 
ing in  part  for  the  construction  of  a common  jail  in 
the  city  of  Washington. 

Tlie  sum  proposed  for  this  object  was  $30,000, 
which  Mr.  Kites  contended  was  too  much.  Mr. 
Calhoun  was  unwilling  to  make  tlie  appi opriation 
till  competent  men  had  reported  whether  a new  jail 
was  necessary,  and  correct  eslimales  for  it.  Sir. 
Wright  and  Mr.  NorvelL  insisted  that  (he  county 
ought  to  construct  its  own  jail,  as  the  counties  in 
the  slates  did.  Mr.  Bayard  argued  that  (lie  admin- 
istration of  justice  in  tlie  Dishict  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  United  States  government,  and  it  was  their 
duly,  therefore  to  provide  for  all  Hie  means  of  f hat 
administration,  and  for  a common  jail  as  well  as  for 
tlie  rest.  Mr.  Sevier  contended  that,  as  the  general 
government  had  built,  or  appropriated  land  for  build- 
ing jails  in  (he  territories,  it  would  be  unreasonable 
to  refuse  the  same  boon  to  this  District.  Messrs. 
Walker  and  King  advocated  the  bill,  but  t he  latter 
alterwards  opposed  it  on  the  ground  of  want  of  limi 
lation  of  expense. 

The  bill  was  then,  by  consent,  laid  on  the  table  for 
tlie  present. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  certain  fe- 
deral officers  with  elections,  was  taken  up  ; ami 

Mr.  Cuthbert  addressed  lire  senate  at  some  length, 
in  opposition  lo  the  bill  ; af:er  which  it  was  passed 
ovtr  informally,  Mr.  Calhoun  giving  nolice  of  his 
intention  lo  address  the  senate  on  the  subject. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 


Airs.  Alira  Alexander,  on  its  third  reading,  and,  after 
a debate,  in  which  it  was  supported  by  Alessrs.  Crit- 
tenden, Walker , White,  and  Linn,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Calhoun.  Niles,  Fierce,  Hubbard,  and  King, 
the  question  was  taicen,  and  the  bill  was  decided  to 
be  rejected — yeas  18,  nays  19,  as  loilovvs  : 

Y FAS — Alessrs.  B;nard,Ciay,  of  Ken  lucky,  Clayton, 
Criitenden,  Fulton,  Linn,  Merrick,  Norvell,  Rives, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Walker,  Webster,  AV  Idle  and  Young — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Morris,  Muuton, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Premiss,  Smiih,  of  Connecticut, 
Strange,  Swift,  Wall,  Williams,  of  Maine,  and  Wright 
—19. 

The  vote  having  been  announced, 

Mr.  Tallmadge  rose  and  said  that  lie  had  voted  in 
the  majority,  but  his  name  not  appearing  on  the 
journals  as  having  voted  at  all,  lie  desired  to  have  the 
journal  corrected. 

Air.  Wright  and  several  other  senators  declared 
tliat  i hey  had  distinctly  heard  the  senator  from  New 
York  answer  to  his  name,  voting  in  tlie  affirmative. 

A discussion  then  ensued,  in  which  Hie  propriety 
of  making  this  correction  was  involved,  Messrs. 
Calhoun  and  Hubbard  contending  tliat  the  rote  hav- 
ing been  announced,  tlie  subject  was  passed  from  the 
seriate,  while  Alessrs.  Walker,  Tallmadge,  Webster, 
Rnd  otlieis,  contended  that  it  was  the  duty  ol  tlie 
-chair  to  correct  the  error  the  instant  tliat  it  was  dis- 
covered. 

Air.  King  suggested  that  tire  correction  could  be 
made  by  tire  unanimous  consent  of  Hie  senate,  and 
hoped  that  this  course  would  be  taken. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Alessrs. 
Walker,  King,  Wright,  day,  of  Alabama,  Tallmadge, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Davis,  and  Smiih,  of  Connec- 
ticut. 

The  decision  was  then  unanimously  made  by  the 
senate  that  the  vote  should  be  collected. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Tallmadge  \r  as  again  called,  who 
answered  “ ay.” 

The  President  (lien  announced  Hie  vote  as  stand- 
ing 19  in  the  affirmative  and  19  in  the  negative; 
and,  alter  a feeling  and  interesting  eulogy  on  tile 
services  and  character  of  George  Aladison,  gave  iiis 
casting  vote  in  favor  of  (he  bill. 

The  bill  tiie  more  effectually  to  preserve  the  pub- 
lic money  in  (Ire  hands  of  agents  and  officers  oi  the 
government,  and  to  punish  defaulters,  was  read  a 
(-till'd  time,  when,  on  tlie  question  of  its  passage. 

Air.  Webster  rose  and  moved  an  adjournment, 
which  prevailed. 

February  21.  Mr.  Fierce  presented  the  memorial 
of  George  Gates  and  others,  legal  voters  of  ihe 
town  ol  Antrim,  New  Hampshire,  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District.  ° 

Air.  P.  said  that  the  memorial  came  to  him,  ac- 
companied by  a letter  trom  a highly  respectable 
clergyman,  residing  in  his  native  county.  The 
letter  says,  “though  we  are  aware  that  your  views 
may  not  correspond  with  those  of  the  petitioners, 
they  have  no  doubt  of  your  readiness  to  present  a 
respectful  petition,  coining  from  any  portion  of  the 
citizens  oi  New  Hampshire.” 

It  is  certainly  no  task  to  present  the  memorial, 
and  yet  I cannot,  in  justice  lo  my  own  convictions 
of  duty,  comply  with  the  request,  without  express- 
ing my  deep  regret,  that  these  petitioners,  many  oi 
whom  I am  sure  are  actuated  by  pure  motives, 
should  so  far  mistake  their  own  moral  responsibili- 
ties, and  the  power  at.d  duty  of  congress  in  relation 
to  this  subject 

I do  earnestly  hope  that  every  honest  man  who 
has  sincerely  at  heart  tlie  best  interests  of  the  slave 
and  tire  master,  may  no  longer  be  governed  bv  a 
blind  zeal  and  impulse,  but  be  led  to  examine  this 
subject,  so  lull  of  delicacy  and  danger  in  all  its 
bearings;  and  that,  wiien  called  upon  to  lend  their 
names  and  influence  to  the  cause  of  agitation,  they 
may  remember  that  we  live  under  a written  con- 
stitution which  is  the  panoply  and  protection  of  the 
south,  as  well  as  the  north;  that  it  covers  the  en- 
tire union,  and  is  equally  a guaranty  for  the  unmo- 
lested enjoyment  of  the  domestic  institutions  of  all 
its  parts  ; and,  I trust,  further,  that  they  will  no 
longer  close  their  ryes  to  the  fact  that,  so  far  as 
those  in  whose  welfare  they  express  so  much  feel- 
ing are  concerned,  this  foreign  interference  has  been 
and  must  inevitably  continue  to  be,  evil,  and  only 
evil.  Having,  on  a former  occasion,  expressed  my 
views  somewhat  at  length,  I will  not  detain  you 
farther  than  to  notice  an  erroneous  statement  which 
has  been  made,  and  a thousand  times  repeated,  with 
regard  to  my  own  course  and  that  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  New  Hampshire  in  both  houses  of  con- 
gress. We  have  been  charged  with  having  denied 
the  right  of  petition;  and  although  tire  charge  is 
wholly  without  foundation,  I have  no  doubt  that, 
!iom  its  frequent  repetition,  it  may  have  had  an  in- 
fluence upon  the  minds  oi  many  honest  and  patriotic 
m6n.  So  far  from  having  denied,  we  have  uniform- 
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]y  asserted  and  maintained  this  right.  But  after  de- 
clamation and  argument  had  been  exhausted  on  both 
sides  of  the  question — after  the  memorials  had  been 
referred  to  a select  committee  during  the  twentv- 
fourth  congress,  and  an  elaborate  report  sent  forth 
to  the  American  people — we  thought  it  our  duty  to 
take  such  a course  with  petitions  of  this  character 
as  would  enable  congress  to  proceed  with  the  con- 
sideration of. subjects  of  necessary  and  legitimate 
legislation.  The  whole  question  since  that  period 
has  been  one  with  regard  to  the  disposition,  of  me- 
morials w.'ien  received  ; and  no  denunciation  or  false 
representations  will  drive  us  from  a course  deman- 
ded alike  by  a regard  for  the  proper  and  necessary 
legislation  of  congress,  the  rights  of  the  south,  and 
the' interests  of  the  whole  country.  After  the  de- 
clarations which  have  come  from  high  sources  du- 
ring the  present  session,  in'  both  ends  of  the  capitol, 
1 am  encouraged  to  hope  that  the  agitation  of  this 
question  in  New  England  for  political  purposes  w ill 
cease;  that  there  will  be  no  more  attempts  to  de- 
ceive and  excite  the  people  by  inculcating  the  im- 
pression that  their  right  to  petition  has  been  in- 
vaded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  of  Mississippi,  the 
question  of  reception  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nicholas  presented  the  memorial  of  upwards 
of  one  thousand  citizens  of  the  state  of  Louisiana, 
praying  for  the  repeal  or  modification  of  the  natu- 
ralization laws  : referred  to  the  committee  on  for- 
eign relations. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  sains  committee,  reported 
without  amendment  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  in  Florida,  and 
the  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the  act  authorizing  the 
issuing-  of  trramry  notes. 

Mr.  King  said,  he  rose  to  present  a resolution  in 
consequence  of  the  melancholy  death  this  morning 
of  one  ol  the  officers' of  the  senate,  [Mr.  Edward 
Weir.]  But  yesterday,  (said  Mr.  K.)  he  was  among 
us  discharging  his  duties  apparently  in. good  health 
and  spirits — m day,  lie  had  passed  that  bourne 
whence  no  traveller  returns.  He  would  not  dweil 
on  the  faithful  services  of  this  officer,  while  lie  was 
among  us  : they  were  well  known  to  the  members 
of  t'n is  bod}',  ff  3 rose  simply  to  present  a resolu- 
tion that  the  senate  would  attend  the  funeral  of  their 
deceased  officer,  at  half  past  3 o’clock  to-morrow, 
and  that  the  expenses  of  his  funeral  be  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  senate. 

The  resolution  w'as  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved , That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the 
postmaster  general  he  directed  to  report  to  the  senate 
what  drafts  on  banks  having  public  funds  on  deposite 
have  been  protested  since  die  first  day  of  January,  1837 ; 
the  ainountof  public  money  in  deposite  in  each  bank  at 
the  lime  of  each  protest;  and  whether,  in  any  case, 
such  protests  have  been  made  i 1 violation  of  special  ar- 
rangement-, and,  if  so,  what  those  arrangements  were. 

The  following  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engross oil. 

The  bill  entitled  a bill  in  amendment  of  the  acts 
respecting  the  judicial  system  ol  the  United  States; 
atui 

' The  bill  to  authorize  the  selection  of  lands  for  the 
benefit  of  the  university  of  Michigan,  instead  of 
other  lands  heretofore  selected  ; 

The  bill  to  repeal  ceitain  acts  respecting  navy 
pensions,  and  making  further  provisions  in  relation 
to  navy  pensions  ; and 

Tlie  bill  to  authorize  the  Washington  county  and 
Rt.  Genevieve  railroad  company,  nr  the  state  ol 
Missouri,  to  cons  ruct  a road  through  the  public 
1 mds. 

The  bill  more  effectually  to  preserve  the  public 
money  in  the  hands  of  officers  and  agents  of  the  go- 
vernment, &.c.  came  up  on  its  third  reading;  when 

Mr.  Webster  addressed  the  senate  for  a few  min- 
utes, to  show  that  tire  laws  and.  regulations  of  the 
treasury  were  abundantly  sufficient,  and  that  there 
was  needed  no  further  legislalion. 

Mr.  Hubbard  replied  at  some  length  ; when  a mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Cluij  to  recommit,  with  in- 
structions to  so  amend  it  as  to.  designate  that  tile 
public  funds  of  the  government  should  be  deposited 
to  the  credit  of  the  tieasurer  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  to  the  private  credit  of  the  officer;  which 
motion  was  lost  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Fos- 
ter, Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Rob- 
bn',  Ruggles,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Swift,  Tall- 
lnadge,  Webster,  Wnite — 16. 

NAYS  -Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Ant.  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Roane,  Ro- 
binson, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Walker,  Wall, 
Williams,  of  Maine,  Wright,  Young — 21. 

Tne  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 

YE  AS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cnthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Lin.  , Lvon,  Morris,  Monton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 


Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sjv:er,  Smith,  of  Connecti- 
cut, Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Wil- 
liam', of  Miss.,  Wright,  Young — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard..  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Fuser,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Reggies,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift. 
Tallmadge,  White — 15. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

February  22.  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Illinois,  presen- 
ted resolutions  from  this  state,  lemonstrating  against 
the  sub-treasury  system  as  unsuited  to  the  policy  of 
the  government,  Mr.  R.  took  occasion  lo  say  that 
he  differed  \\ iih  the  legislature  in  their  views — he 
thought  the  sub  treasury  system  the  best  and  wisest 
policy  that  could  be-  adopted,  and  he  thought  that 
such  also  was  the  (Denied  opinion  of  a larger  poition 
of  the  people  of  Illinois.  ILs  political  creed  was 
such  however,  as  forbade  disobedience  to  instruction. 
Mr.  R from  the  same  source  presented  a resolution 
asking  a change  of  the  constitution, -by  which,  after 
1845,  the  presidency  be  restricted  to  one  term. 

Mr  Tallmadge,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, made  a report  on  t he  memorial  of  Henry  Hall 
Sherwood,  of  New  Yuik,  in  relation  lo  the  invalua- 
ble discovery  made  by  that  gentleman,  of  the  mag- 
netic needle  in  ascertaining  the  latitude  and  longi- 
tude of  places  ; five  thousand  copies  of  the  report  and 
memorial  were  ord,  red  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  from  the  house  for  erecting  a new  jail  in 
the  Disliict  was  passed. 

The  bill  to  prevent  Ihe  interference  of  office-hol- 
ders in  elections,  came  tip  as  the  special  order,  when 
Mr.  Calhoun  delivered  his  views  at  length  against 
the  general  principles  of  Ihe  bill.  Mr.  Calhoun  de- 
clared that  lie  had  never  made  any  move  which,  did 
not  tend  direclly  ta  the  diminution  of  executive 
patronage.  Bui  opposed  as  he  was  to  it,  he  could 
not  give  his  suppoit  lo  Ihis  bill.  He  held  it  to  be 
clearly  unconstitutional.  He  maintained  lliat  the 
power  lo  decide  who  shall  exercise  the  elective  right 
belongs  exclusively  to  the  states— ‘hat  to  the  states 
also  belonged  power  lo  regulative  this  right. 

The  further  discussion  was  then  postponed  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Crittenden. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
erection  of  certain  national  vvoiks  in  Maine,  agreea- 
bly with  the  recommendation  of  general  Wool  and 
the  secretary  of  war. 

The  bill  to  provide  tor  the  protection  of  citizens 
of  the  United  Stales  residing  in  Oregon  territory,  or 
trading  on  the  Columbia  river  or  its  tributaries,  was 
taken  up,  and,  after  being  explained  and  advocated 
by  Mr.  Linn  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Niles,  was  post- 
poned until  to  morrow. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Davis , the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the  senate  such 
information  as  lie  may  possess  as  to  the  following 
particulars: 

1.  The  amount  of  coin  made  at  the  mint,  and  the 
amount  at  each  of  ils  branches,  for  one  year  prece- 
ding the  first  day  of  February  last. 

2.  The  amount  of  bultiou  deposited  at,  or  obtain- 
ed for,  eacli  establish:!  ent  for  the  same  time. 

3.  The  expense  inclined  in  carrying  on  and  in 
sustaining  each  establishment  during  the  same  lime. 

The  bill  for  the  protection  of  citizens  of  the  U. 
States  residing  in  Oregon  and  trading  on  the  Colum- 
bia river  and  ils  .tributaries,  was  taken  up,  and,  after 
being  explained  by  Mr.  Linn  at  some  length,  and 
some  blither  discussion  between  Messrs.  Sevier, 
Niles  and  Wright,  it  was  passed  over  informally. 

When  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  23.  The  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1837,  entitled  an  net  supplementary  to  the 
act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States  and  for  oilier  purpose's,  after  be 
ing  amended,  on  motions  by  Messrs.  Linn,  Ciny,  of 
Alabama,  Norvell  and  Sevier,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

The  bill  to  grant  to  the  state  of  Indiana  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  a quantity  of  land,  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  a railroad  from  New  Albany,  Indi- 
ana, to  Mount  Carmel,  in  Illinois,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  fifth  section 
of  the  act  for  tiie  better  organization  of  the  United 
States  marine  corps  was  read  the  second  time,  as  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engros- 
sed for  a third  readiug. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  3d  March,  1834, 
supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  commissioners  to  hear  and  examine  claims 
against  the  United  States,  was  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered-as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some 
remarks  from  Messrs.  Bayard,  Wall,  Sevier,  Hub- 
bard, Prentiss,  Benton,  Calhoun,  and  Smith ofConn. 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 


T!  e Dice  President  said,  that  according  to  usage 
he  did  not  intend  to  resume  his  seat  in  the  senate 
t lis  session.  He  had  a great  deal  ofcorrespondence 
and  some  business  at  the  public  offices  to  attend  to, 
which  the  senate  knew  that  he  could  not  do  while  per- 
forming his  duties  in  the  chair,  and  therefore  his  ab- 
sence from  the  senate  became  indispensably  neces- 
sary. He  would  take  this  occasion  to  express  his 
obligations  lo  the  members  of  the  senate,  for  the 
kindness  and  courtesy  with  which  he  had  been 
treated  during  the  years  he  had  presided  over  their 
deliberations,  and  he  concluded  by  wishing  them 
alia  safe  and  happy  return  to  their  families  and 
their  homes. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

Pebruary 25.  At.  eleven  o’clock,  ill  the  absence 
of  the  vice  president,  the  senate  was  called  to  order 
by  (he  secretary,  and  then  proceeded  to  ballot  lor  a 
president. pro  tempore. 

On  the  first  ballot  thirty  votes  were  given,  of 
which  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  received  twenty-eight, 
and  was  accordingly  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

Mr.  K.  was  then  conducted  to  the  chair  by  Messrs. 
Benton  and  Knight,  .and,  in  a neat  and  pertinent 
address,  returned  thanks  for  the  honor. conferred  on 
him. 

A number  of  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  referred. 

Mr.  Norvell  presented  a joint  resolution  of  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  instructing  her 
senators  a ii d requesting  her  representatives  “ to  use 
their  efforts  lor  Ihe -adoption  of  such  measures  as 
will  insure  the  recognition,  by  foreign  powers  with 
whom  we  have  national  intercourse,  of  the  absolute 
citizenship  of  all  foreigners  naturalized  by  the  ex- 
isting laws  of  the  United  States.”  Also  a memo- 
rial Irom  a large  body  of  respectable  naturalized 
citizens  having  the  same  object  in  view  ; botli  of 
which  were,  after  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  N.,  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  submitted  a resolution  that  the 
seriate  should  hereafter  take  a recess  from  3 to  5 
o’clock;  and,  after  some-  remarks  from  Mr.  H.  on 
the  amount  of  business  on  the  calendar,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  tlie  adoption  of  the  proposed  resolution, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  17. 

Mr.  Davis  then  submitted  a rcsolulion,  that  here- 
after the  senate  meet  daily  at  10  o’clock  ; which  was 
agreed  to — ayes  15,  Does  14. 

Mr.  Norvell,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given,  moved 
that  the  senate  go  inlo  an  election  ot  an  assistant 
doorkeeper;  which,  alter  some  debate,  was  laid  on 
table— ayes  23,  noes  17. 

Mr.  Ni.'es  submitted  the  following  motion,  which 
was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  senate  whether  the  sum  of  $25,000,  appro- 
priated in  1836  for  removing  the  sand  bar  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Connecticut  river,  has  been  expended  for  that 
object,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  if  not,  the  reasons  why 
the  said  appropriation  has  not  been  expended  agreea- 
bly to  i ho  net  appropriating  the  same. 

The  bill  to  provide  tor  the  security  ami  protec- 
tion of  the  emigrant  and  other  Indians  west  of  the 
states  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  was  taken  up  oil 
its  third  reading,  and  after  some  remarks  from  Mr. 
Calhoun,  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  the  question  on 
ils  passage  wasdecided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  31, 
nays  10,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Fos- 
ter, Fulton,  Hubbard,  King.  Knight,  Linn,  Merrick, 
Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Premiss,'  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Strange,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wright,  and  Young 
—31. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Centon,  Calhoun,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Roane,  Smith,  of  Connection',  Williams,  of 
Maine,  and  Williams,  of  Mississippi — 10. 

So  the  bill  was  passed.  ‘ 

The  bill  lo  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  commissioners  to  hear  and  examine  claims 
against  the  United  States,  was  considered  on  the 
question  of  its  passage,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  30,  nays  12,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davis,  Foster,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Merrick,  Morris.  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Premiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Robbins,  Rob- 
inson, Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Wal- 
ker, W all,  Williams,  of  Maine,  and  Young — 30. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allan,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Strange,  Williams,  of  Miss.,  and  Wright — 12. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  fifth  section  of 
the  act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  United 
States  marine  corps,  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  disposition  and  manage- 
ment of  the  fund  bequeathed  to  the  United  States, 
in  trust,  by  James  Smithson,  of  London,  deceased, 
for  the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  in- 
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crease  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  amons;  men,  was 
taken  up,  and,  alter  an  animated  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Robbins,  Rites,  Calhoun,  Walker, 
Crittenden,  Brown,  Benton , and  Hubbard  participa- 
ted, it  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  laid  on  the  table — 
ayes  20,  noes  15,  as  lollows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Mor- 
ris, Mouton,  Niles,  Norvetl,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smiih,  ol 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Williams,  of  Main'e,  Williai.-oof 
Mississippi,  and.  Wright — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  Fulton, 
Knight,  Linn, ’Merrick,  Prentiss.  Preston,  Rives,  Rob- 
bins, Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Walker,  and 
Young — 15. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine,  having  asked  and  obtain- 
ed leave  of  the ’senate  to  make  some  remarks  not  in 
order  muter  the  rules,  proceeded  lo  state  that  he  had 
noticed  in  one  of  the  morning  papers  some  com- 
ments on  the  late  incidents  in  Maine,  to  the  effect 
that  Maine  had  waged  war  against  a foreign  coun- 
try, which  comments  Mr.  W.  could  not  permit  tc 
pass  unnoticed.  What  their  ohjpct  could  be,  when 
there  was  a prospect  of  a contest  with  a foreign 
country,  thus  lo  go  in  advance  and  put  our  own  peo- 
ple in  the  wrong,  Mr.  W.  conld  not  understand. 
There  could  be  no  question  whatever  as  to  the  right 
of  Maine  to  the  territory  in  dispute. 

That  question  was  largely  and  deliberately  discuss- 
sed  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  and  a resolution 
was  passed  by  bo! Ii  houses  with  great  unanimity, 
which  Mr.  W.  trusted  had  put  that  question  al  rest. 
In  order  that  the  senate  might  understand  more  fully 
what  the  stale  of  Maine  had  done,  Mr.  W.  asked 
their  attention  vvhile  he  made  a brief  statement  of 
the  circumstances  which  lad  to  the  controversy  now’ 
going  on. 

This  Mr.  W.  proceeded  to  do  minutely.  [But 
before  be  concluded,  Mr.  Preston  objected  that  the 
same  giound  must  be  gone  over  again  in  a day  or 
two,  when  the  question  would  be  regularly  presented 
to  the  senate,  and  that  no  time  was,  at  this  late  stage 
of  the  session,  to  be  lost  needlessly  : but  Mr.  P. 
withdrew  his  objection  at  the  intercession  of  Mr. 
Davis  and  others,  and  Mr.  W.  was  allowed  lo  pro- 
ceed to  a conclusion.] 

A sketch  of  his  statement  follows  : 

A territory  south  of  the  St  John’s  was  never  consid- 
ered debateable  ground  until  after  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
and  when  the  commissioners  under  that,  treaty  disa- 
greed as  to  the  line  of  boundary  as  described  in  the 
treaty  of  1783. 

A ponion  of  it,  contiguous  to  the  line  actually  run 
from  the  monument,  including  the  Aroostook  river,  was 
granted  by  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  more 
than  30  years  ago,  and  has  been  held  by  the  grantees 
and  those  claiming  under  them  to  this  time.  Oilier 
parts  have  been  surveyed  into  townships,  under  the 
joint  authority  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  and  have 
been  divided  between  those  states. 

The  firstset.lements  upon  the  Aroostook  were  com- 
menced within  the  last  fifieen  years,  and  were  made 
by  citizens  of  the  states,  and  some  persons  from  the 
provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  who 
went  upon  it  as  American  territory,  and  to  avoid  their 
provincial  creditors. 

Soon  after  Maine  was  separated  from  Massachusetts, 
and  made  an  independent  state,  her  land  agents,  from 
year  to  year,  went  upon  this  territory  to  prevent  depre- 
dations, and  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  trespasses  com- 
muted thereon,  and  in  many  instances  effected  their 
purpose. 

Pending  the  arbitration  and  since,  various  arrange- 
ments have  been  proposed  to  preserve  the  timber  upon 
this  territory,  and  to  prevent  collision  between  the  au- 
thorities of  the  contending  parties,  providing  that  neither 
party  should  do  acts  to  increase  their  claims  or  preju- 
dice the  rights  of  the  other. 

Under  this  arrangement,  Maine  has  not  presed  her 
jurisdiction  beyond  trie  S'.  John’s,  but  has  constantly 
exercised  a supervision  of  the  territory  south  of  the  Sr. 
John’s,  granted  permits  to  cut  timber,  and  to  obtain 
satisfaction  lor  timber  cut  by  trespassers,  opened  and 
made  roads,  put  on  settlers,  &.C. 

The  recent  eluim  hv  the  authorities  of  New  Bruns- 
wick to  maintain  exclusive  jurisdiction  has  been  con- 
stantly resisted,  as  well  by  the  United  States  as  by 
Maine  and  Massachusetts. 

The  governor  of  Maine,  being  informed  that  very  ex- 
tensive depredations  were  being  committed  upon  the 
timber  in  that  territory,  and  by  persons  avowing  their 
de'ermination  to  resist  by  force  any  attempts  which  the 
authorities  of  Maine  might  make  to  remove  them, 
thereupon  the  land  agent  of  Maine,  with  the  sheriff  of 
Penobscot  county,  with  a posse  of  about  200  armed 
men,  was  sent  to  the  Aroostook  to  arrest  the  trespas- 
sers. and  lo  prevent  further  depredations. 

While  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  the  land  agent 
was  arrested  upon  our  territory  by  armed  men,  taken 
to  Woodstock,  there  examined  by  magistrates,  ordered 
to  Frederickton,  and  sent  thither  upon  a horse  sled, 
under  military  guard  and  the  huzzas  of  the  multitude; 
and  w'hat  his  present  situation  is,  is  not  known. 

Upon  this  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick issues  his  proclamation.  Governor  Fairfield  com- 
municates it  to  the  legislature,  and  their  action  upon  it. 

Lieutenant  governor  Harvey  writes  to  the  governor 


of  Maine  that  lie  claims  exclusive  jurisdiction:  asks 
dial  the  force  be  withdrawn,  and  says,  if  not  done,  he 
shall  expel  them. 

Gov.rnnr  Fairfield  replies,  denies  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion, and  says  he  shall  nut  withdraw  the  force  so  long  as 
he  can  maintain  it. 

Mr  Walker  said  lhat  he  was  not  at  all  surprised 
at  the  course  of  the  paper  alluded  to  on  Ibis  subject. 
It  had  but  followed  its  instincts  in  this  matter.  In 
the  difficulties  with  the  Indians  it  had  advocated  their 
pretensions,  in  opposition  to  the  government  ; in 
our  difficulties  with  France,  it  was  the  French  or- 
gan ; in  our  dispute  with  Mexico,  it  was  the  Mexi- 
can organ  ; and  in  the  present  difficulty  it  was  very 
natural  it  should  be  the  British  organ.  Whet  ever 
we  have  had  difficulties  with  a foreign  power,  this 
paper  was  sure  to  be  found  advocating  foreign  in- 
terests. 

The  Chair  interposed-,  and  said,  there  being  no 
proposition  before  the  senate,  the  remarks  of  the 
senator  were  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  was  about  to  ask  the  senalor 
from  Maine  what  journal  it  was  to  which  he  alluded. 

Mr.  Williams  said  it  was  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer of  Ibis  morning,  lie  had  seen  no  other. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  regretted  that  the  senator  liom 
Maine  had  considered  it  a matter  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  make  a formal  reply  in  the  seriate  lo  the 
editorial  remarks  of  a newspaper.  An  importance 
would  be  given  them,  whether  designed  or  not,  by 
bringing  them  before  this  body,  lo  which  they  might 
not  be  entitled  ; and  Mr.  D.  therefore  regretted  that 
the  senator  had  considered  them  of  so  much  im- 
portance as  to  present  them  gravely  for  the  consult  ra- 
tion of  the  senate  in  the  present  attitude  of  affairs. 

In  regard  to  this  controversy,  Mr.  D.  had,  on 
former  occasions,  fully  expressed  his  opinion  that 
there  was  not  a shadow  of  doubt  as  to  our  title  to 
the  disputed  territory;  and  that  any  gentleman  who 
would  calmly  and  fairly  examine  the  evidence  could 
not  doubt  that  the  title  of  Maine  was  perfectly  clear 
and  conclusive.  Mr.  D.  still  thought  there  was  and 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  this  question  of  right;  and 
if  the  question  should  arise,  whether  that  right 
should  be  maintained'  by  the  government,  Mr.  D. 
would  promptly  go  for  the  right  of  Maine  to  this 
territory,  according  to  the  treaty  of  1783  ; and,  in. 
Mr.  D.’s  opinion,  Maine  now’  claimed  nothing  but 
what  that  treaty  gave.  But  it  seemed  that  we  had 
now’  come  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  to  the  very 
verge  of  war  wilh  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations 
of  file  world.  Mr.  D.  would  say  this  was  unexpect- 
ed, because  no  one  could  have  anticipated  the  events 
which  had  recently  occurred.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, so  very  important  as  well  as  critical,  it  be- 
hooved all  to  act  wilh  prudence  and  considerate 
calmness,  and  to  obtain  a thorough  know  ledge  of  the 
circumstances,  before  attempting  to  make  any  im- 
pression on  the  public  niitul.  The  considerations 
connected  with  this  subject  were  of  a most  mo- 
menlous  character.  Our  ships  and  properly  were 
abroad  every  where,  in  every  sea  and  ocean,  and  Ihe 
country  was  in  no  condition  to  meet  such  a crisis  as 
might  be  now  impending.  The  utmost  calmness 
and  deliberation  were  therefore  demanded  on  every 
account,  and,  for  one,  Mr.  D.  was  willing  to  wait 
and  hear  what  Maine  would  have  to  say,  with  no  dis- 
position to  impugn  her  course,  and  with  the  hope 
that  she  had  done  nothing  prematurely  or  inconsist- 
ent wilh  her  own  honor. 

The  journal  lo  which  the  senator  from  Maine  had 
alluded,  had  represented  tile  late  proceedings  in 
Maine  on  this  subject  as  a matter  o£  party  strife,  to 
see  which  party  would  go  the  furthest ; and  Mr.  D. 
had  himself  sometimes  thought  that,  under  Ihe  deep 
and  unanimous  sense  of  wrong  to  which  the  people 
of  Maine  ban  been  goaded,  there  had  been  a strug- 
gle to  see  who  would  be  foremost.  But  senators 
were  not  to  be  influenced  by  that  in  their  proceed- 
ings, but  by  the  consideration  of  what  Ihe  interest 
and  honor  of  the  country  required.  Mr.  D.  had 
hoped  that  this  subject  would  not  come  up  in  any 
torin  till  the  senate  had  received  a communication 
respecliug  it  from  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  ; 
for  rumor  at  least  indicated  that  statements  would 
probably  be  presented  by  him  to  congress,  which, 
doubtless,  could  be  relied  on  for  their  accuracy;  and 
Ihe  subject  would  then  be  more  clearly  understood 
and  better  comprehended.  Till  then,  Mr.  D.  hoped 
gentlemen  would  remain  tranquil;  and  if  it  should 
I then  or  afterward  appear  lhat  it  was  necessary  to 
maintain  our  rights  by  a resort  to  arms,  Mr.  D.  was 
not  one  of  those  who  would  be  for  faltering  on  that 
question.  Mr.  D.  had  hoped,  from  the  results  of  the 
last  session,  when  this  body  were  nearly  unanimous 
in  favor  of  further  negotiation  for  a resurvey,  that  it 
would  have  resulted  in  an  amicable  adjustment  ol 
ibis  whole  matter.  He  feared  nothing  important  had 
grown  out  of  if;  but  he  desired  better  information  as 
to  the  purposes  of  Great  Britain  on  this  head.  Till 
all  tli$se  matters  and  the  relations  in  this  respect  are 


thoroughly  understood,  it  behooved  the  senate  lo 
look  upon  this  subject  with  the  calm  firmness  which 
the  crisis  demanded,  and  lo  preserve  the  pence  of 
the  comity,  if  consistent  with  its  integrity  and 
honor. 

The  senate  having  taken  up  the  bill  providing  for 
the  protection  ol  Ihe  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  re- 
siding in  the  Oregon  territory,  or  trading  on  the  Co- 
lumbia river,  Mr.  Linn  referred  to  the  recent  move- 
ments upon  the  Maine  frontier,  as  evidence  ol  (he 
grasping  disposition  of  the  British  government,  and 
commended  the  spirit  with  which  Ihe  aggressors 
had  been  met,  &c.  But  thinking  that  the  passage  of 
the  bill  at  tins  period  might  be  misconstrued,  he 
would  not  press  its  passage  al  this  session.  [Mr. 
Linn’s  remarks  shall  be  insetted  hereafter.]  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  bill  was  then  recommit- 
ted lo  file  committee  on  foreign  relations,  and  Ihe 
senate  adjourned. 

February  26.  After  the  presentation  of  a number 
of  petitions,  numerous,  reports  were  made  by  the 
committees  ou  private  cases,  and  the  bills  before  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  were  severally  read  a third 
lime,  and  passed. 

A joint  resolution  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Davis 
to  establish  Ihe  legal  value  of  (he  pound  ($4)  of  Ihe 
provinces  of  Nova  Scoria  and  New  Brunswick.  Bri- 
tish provinces  in  North  America. 

I he  following  bills  amongst  others,  were  several- 
ly considered  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  : 

To  authorize  the  location  of  Ihe  pre-emption  rer- 
tificat.  s given  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Bntesvilie,  in  Aikansas,  under  Ihe  act  of  the  26th  of 
May,  1324,  on  any  of  the  public  lands  lor  sale  in  the 
slate  of  Arkansas. 

To  authorize  the  inhabitants  of  township  eight 
north,  range  thirty-two  west,  in  the  state  of  Arkan- 
sas, to  enter  a section  of  land,  in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth 
section  in  said  township,  upon  condition  that  the 
same  is  surrendered  to  the  United  Slates  for  military 
purposes. 

To  revive  the  act  entitled  “ an  act  to  enable  the 
claimants  to  land  within  Ihe  limits  of  Missouri  and 
the  territory  of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  lo 
try  the  validity  ol  their  claims,”  appi  oved  the  26th  of 
May,  1824,  and  the  act  amending  the  same. 

lo  provide  for  additional  clerks  in  the  post  office 
department  and  the  auditor’s  office  connected  there- 
with, ami  for  oilier  purposes. 

The  senate  too!;  up,  on  its  third  reading,  the  follow- 
ing bill,  repo  led  by  Mr.  Wall,  from  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary  : 

To  explain  and  limit  the  powers  of  the  circuit  court  of 
die  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  ena- led,  §c.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  issue  a writ 
or  writs  of  mandamus  to  an  officer  or  officers  of  die 
United  States,  except  in  cases  in  which  the  power  to 
issue  such  w’rit  or  writs  is  or  may  be  conferred  by  law 
on  the  circuit  courts  of  ihe  United  S ates. 

Mr.  Prentiss,  having  made  some  explanatory  re- 
marks, moved  lo  recommit  the  subject  to  Ihe  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary,  w ith  instructions  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  inserting  the  following  words 

“ That  the  several  circuit  courts  of  the  United  Slates 
shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  mandamus  within 
their  respective  jurisdictions  according  to  the  usages  of 
law’.” 

Mr.  Prentiss  warmly  advocated  his  morion,  and 
contended  that  the  writ  ol  mandamus  v'as  Ihe  most 
beneficial,  next  to  the  habeas  corpus,  known  to  Ihe 
common  law.  It  existed,  he  believed,  in  the  juris- 
prudence ol  every  state  in  this  union,  and  he  could 
not  consent  that  the  judicial  system  of  Ihe  United 
States  should  be  destitute  of  '.his  ancient  and  highly 
valuable  common  law  remedy. 

Mr.  Preston  observed  lhat,  from  the  lateness  of  the 
session,  there  was  little  or  no  prospect  of  the  bill 
passing  in  the  oilier  house,  if  it  should  now  pass  Ihe 
senate  in  any  form.  He  therefore  moved  the  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  *Ta!l- 
madge — 14 

^ NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cutbbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Ryu ne,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Strange, 
Wall,  Williams,  of  Maine.  Williams  of  Mississippi, 
Wright,  Young — 26. 

MV.  Preston  now  argued,  wilh  great  earnestness, 
ind  at  considerable  length,  in  opposition  lo  the  ori- 
ginal bill,  and  in  favor  of  a power  residing  in  the 
United  States  courts,  of  issuing  a writ  ol  mandamus, 
is  in  the  case  of  Stockton  & Slokes  versus  Ihe  post- 
naster  general. 

Mr.  Prentiss’  substitute,  as  above,  was  now  re- 
jected, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 
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YEAo — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Merrick,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift, 
Tallrnadge — 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Ciay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King. 
Lyon,  M irns,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce, 
Roane,  Rooinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conn.,  S.range, 
Wall,  Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Mississippi, 
Wright,  Young — 27. 

Tlie  bill  was  then  passed,  by  yea3  and  nays,  as 
follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cu  hbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  N.les,  Nor- 
vell, Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conn., 
Strange,  Wall,  Williams  of  Maine,  Williams  of  Mis- 
sissippi Writrht,  Young — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Merrick,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Rives,  Rjggles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift, 
Tallrnadge — 15. 

Some  time  was  occupied  in  considering  the  bill 
from  the  other  house  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service  for  the  year  1839,  which  was  amended 
and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  together  with  documents,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  recent  and  existing  difficulties  between 
the  people  and  authorities  of  Maine  and  New  Bruns- 
wick. [See  proceedings  ot  house,  page  11.]  Af- 
ter the  message  and  documents  had  been  read,  an 
animated  debate  (to  be  gtven  in  our  next)  ensued, 
at  the  termination  of  winch  they  were  referred  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  and  five  thousand 
extra  copies  of  both  ordered  to  be  printed. 

February  27.  This  morning,  the  joint  resolution 
introduced  yesterday  by  Mr.  Davis,  to  establish  the 
legal  value  of  the  pound  (currency)  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  was  read  a thiid  time, 
and  passed. 

In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  adopted  to  that 
effect,  the  senate  went  into  the  election  of  a printer, 
for  the  next  congress,  and  the  first  ballot  resulted 
as  folio  i s : 

Blair  and  Rives  received  25;  Gales  and  Seaton, 
11;  Ogden  Niles,  4;  Thomas  Allen,  2;  Blank,  1. 

So  that  Blair  and  Rives  were  duly  elected. 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  interference  of  public 
officers  in  elections  coining  up  as  the  special  order, 
Mr.  Crittenden  addressed  the  senate  at  some  length, 
and  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Wall  and  Niles. 

The  bill  to  establish  light-houses  and  to  place 
buoys,  was  considered  in  committee  of  tile  whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  [See  last  page.] 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  February  21.  The  journal  having  been 
read,  Mr.  Prentiss  of  Mississippi,  rose,  lie  said,  for 
the  purpose  of  presenting  lo  the  house  a question  of 
privilege.  And  he  then  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  this  house  proceed  forthwith  to  in- 
quire— 

1.  Whether  Alex.  Duncan,  a member  of  this  house 
from  the  state  of  Ohio,  be  the  author  of  a certain  pub- 
lication or  publications  under  his  name,  in  relation  to 
the  proceedings  of  this  house,  and  certain  members 
thereof  published  in  the  Globe  newspaper  of  the  19th 
instant. 

2.  Whether,  by  said  publication  or  publications,  the 
said  Alex.  Duncan  has  not  been  guilty  ot  a violation  of 
the  privileges  of  this  house,  of  an  offence  against  its 
peace,  dignity,  and  good  order,  and  of  such  grossly  in- 
decent, ungeutlemanly,  disgraceful,  and  dishonorable 
misconduct,  as  renders  him  unworthy  of  his  seat  in 
this  house,  and  justly  liable  to  expulsion  from  the  same. 

The  Speaker  said  that  this,  being  a question  of 
privilege,  would  take  precedence  over  all  other  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Prentiss  said  that,  as  the  question  was  an  im- 
portant one,  lie  would,  before  preceding  in  his  re- 
marks, move  a call  of  the  house;  which  was  or- 
dered. 

The  roll  having  been  called,  125  members  an- 
swered to  their  names.  The  names  of  the  absentees 
were  then  called,  and  there  appeard  149  members 
present.  Mr.  P.  moved  a suspension  of  further  pro- 
ceedings, but  withdrew  the  motion.  Several  mem- 
bers who  had  entered  the  hall  ud  inter  in  appeared, 
and  announced  their  presence  to  the  chair. 

The  doors  of  the  hall  were  then  closed  ; also,  those 
convenient  apertures,  commonly  called  windows. 
And  excuses  weie  received.  After  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Halstead,  all  further  proceedings  in  the 
cal!  war  • lispensed  with. 

Mr.  Prentiss  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
publication  to  which  the  resolution  had  reference. 
Which  having  been  read,  Mr.  P.  rose  and  addressed 
the  house  at  great  length  on  the  subjects  of  his  re- 
solution. 

Mr  P.  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Jenifer , Duncan, 
and  a number  of  other  members  ; ami  the  debate 
and  proceedings  continued  until  nearly  7 o’clock. 


In  the  course  of  the  day’s  proceedings,  two  mo- 
tions were  made  to  lay  the  motion  of  Mr.  Prentiss 
on  the  table;  the  one  by  Mr.  Gray  of  New  York, 
which  was  negatived  by  91  nays  to  S3  yeas;  the 
other  by  Mr.  Parris  of  Maine,  which  was  negatived 
by  101  nays  to  91  yeas. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Thompson  of 
South  Carolina,  moved  lo  amend  the  motion  ol  Mr. 
Prentiss,  by  striking  out  and  substituting  for  it  the 
following: 

''Resolved,  That  Alexander  Duncan,  a member  of 
this  house,  having  avowed  himself  the  author  of  an  ar- 
ticle published  in  the  Globe  of  the  19th  instant,  grossly 
libellous  of  honorable  members  of  this  body  : that  the 
said  Alexander  Duncan  be  reprimanded  by  the  speaker 
in  the  presence  of  the  house.” 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  this  proposed 
amendment,  the  house  adjourned  ; and  the  subject 
comes  up  first,  as  the  unfinished  business,  to- mor 
row. 

[We  will  give  the  details  of  this  day’s  proceedings, 
with  the  publication  alluded  to,  and  letters  from 
Messrs.  Slade  and  Stanly  in  relation  thereto,  in  the 
next  '•  Register.” 

Friday,  Feb.  22.  The  house  resumed  the  further 
consideration  of  the  question  of  privilege  under  con- 
sideration at  its  adjournment  yesterday,  the  pending 
question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  following  re- 
solution offered  last  evening  by  Mr.  W.  Thompson, 
as  a substitute  for  the  original  proposition  of  Mr. 
Prentiss  : 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  Duncan,  a member  of  this 
house,  having  avowed  himself  the  author  of  an  article 
published  in  the  Globe  of  the  1 9th  instant,  grossly  libel- 
lous of  honorable  members  of  this  body;  that  the  said 
Alexander  Duncan  be  reprimanded  bytbe  speaker,  in 
the  presence  of  tile  house. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Petrikin,  that  gen- 
tleman moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

When,  on  the  request  of  Mr.  Elmore,  and  on  his 
pledge  to  renew  the  motion,  Mr.  Pelrikin  withdrew 
the  motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Some  desultory  conversation  ensued  on  a point  of 
order,  when  Mr.  Elmore  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr.  W. 
Thompson  for  the  especial  purpose  of  enabling  him 
to  modify  ti is  proposition. 

Mr.  T.  then  modified  his  proposition  to  read  as 
follows : 

Whereas  Alexander  Duncan,  a member  of  this  house 
from  the  sta'e  of  Ohio,  has,  in  his  place,  acknowledged 
himself  to  have  written  and  caused  to  be  publisher!  in 
the  Globe  newspaper  of  the  19; h instant  the  following 
writing,  to  wit : [Here  insert  it.] 

Therefore , resolved,  That  the  said  Alexander  Dun- 
can has,  in  the  premises,  subjected  himself  to  the  just 
censure  of  this  house,  and  that  he  be  reprimanded  there- 
for by  the  speaker  in  the  presence  of  the  house. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  this  proposition  would  be  accept- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Pren- 
tiss) as  a modification  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Prentiss  said  he  accepted  it,  allhough  contrary 
to  his  own  opinion. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Elmore  in  op- 
position to  any  action  on  the  subject,  and  Mr.  Mcne- 
fcc  and  Mr.  Prentiss  in  occasional  explanafion. 

Afier  which,  Mr.  E.,  in  compliance  with  his 
pledge,  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Dromgoole  suggested  to  Mr.  Petrikin  to 
change  his  motion  to  a demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  Mr.  P.  did  not  accept  t he  suggestion. 

Messrs.  Prentiss,  Mercer,  Mams,  and  Lcgare 
urged  a withdrawal  of  the  motion  to  lay  the  subject 
on  the  table;  but  Mr.  Petrikin  persisted. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  renewed  his  molion  for  a call  of 
the  house,  which  being  ordered,  206  members  an- 
swered to  their  names.  And,  the  names  of  the  ab- 
sentees being  called,  there  appeared  216  members 
present. 

When,  on  motion,  further  proceedings  on  the  call 
were  suspended,  and  the  question  recurring  on  the 
motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table,  Mr.  Reed 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Slade  asked  Mr.  Pelrikin  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  to  enable  him  to  make  an  explanation  per- 
sonal to  himself.  Mr.  P.  declined. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Sherrod  Williams,  and  on 
his  pledge  to  renew  it,  Mr.  Pelrikin  withdrew  his 
motion  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Mr.  W.  to  state 
his  reasons  for  voting  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  having  concluded,  and  having  renewed 
the  motion  according  to  pledge,  several  gentlemen 
attempted  ineffectually  to  induce  Mr.  Pelrikin  to 
withdraw  it. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Anderson,  Andrews,  Ath- 
erton, Banks,  Beatty,  Beers.  Beirne,  Bicknell,  Birdsall, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bvnum,  Cambveleng, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman  Clovvney, 
i Coles,  Connor,  Crabb,  Craig,  Crary,  Crockett,  Cush- 


man, Davee,  De  Graff,  Dromgoole,  Elmore,  Farrington, 
Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Glascock,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  William  H, 
Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B. 
Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Keim, 
Kemble,  Kiingensmilh,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  Loomis,  Ly- 
on, James  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury,  McKay,  Rob- 
ert McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Parmer: ter, 
Parris,  Paynter,  Pennypacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pick- 
ens, Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss.  Reily, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Shefier,  Shep- 
lor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail,  Vanderveer, 
VVagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams, Jared  W.  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Wor- 
thington, Yell — 117. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  Ay- 
crigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs, 
William  B.  Calh  >un,  J.  Calhooa,  William  B.  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Cor- 
win, Cranston,  Cushing,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry, 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletch- 
er, Fillmore,  Rice  Garland,  Giddings,  Gnode,  James 
Graham,  William  Graham,  Grennell.  Hall,  Halsted, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Hawes.  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Wm.  Cost 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Legare,  Lincoln.  Mallory,  Marvin, 
May,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mit- 
chell, Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Pearce,  Peck,  Pope,  Potts, 
S.  S.  Premiss,  Putnam,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Ridgway,  Robinson,  Rumaey,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Ser- 
geant, Augustine  H.  Shepherd,  Shields,  Sibley,  Slade, 
Stuart,  Stratton  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Tillinghast, 
Toland,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White,  L. 
Williams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Yorke — 94. 

So  the  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  leave  given, 

Mr.  Everett,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
reported  with  amendments  senate  bill  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  adjust  claims  under  the  Choctaw 
treaty. 

On  leave  given, 

Mr.  Naylor,  from  the  select  committee,  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  commodore  Elliott, 
made  a report,  accompanied  by  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved,  That  an  interference,  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, in  the  disputes  that  occur  between  subordi- 
nate officers  of  the  navy  and  their  superiors,  command- 
ing squadrons,  is  a power  which  ought  at.  all  times  to 
be  exercised  with  great  caution,  and  is  calculated  to 
produce  insubordination  in  that  important  arm  of  the 
national  defence.  But,  in  the  opinion  of  this  commit- 
tee, it  is  competent  for  the  representatives  of  the  people 
to  investigate  any  abuses  alleged  to  be  committed  by 
officers  in  command  of  squadrons,  and  to  provide,  by 
law,  for  the  recurrence  of  such  abuses;  and,  moreover, 
to  investigate  and  ascertain  whether  the  head  ot  the 
navy  department  may  have  used  such  means  as  are 
placed  in  his  hands  by  law  to  punish  and  prevent  any 
such  alleged  abuses. 

Resolved,  That  the  most  appropriate  remedy  for  such 
subordinate  officers  is  an  appeal  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navv  for  a court  of  inquiry  to  investigate  the  charges 
exhibited  against  their  superiors  ; and  from  his  decision 
the  party  aggrieved  may  appeal  to  the  president,  who, 
by  the  constitution,  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  navy  ; 
he,  as  well  as  the  secretary,  being  liable  to  impeach- 
ment for  a wilful  and  corrupt  violation  or  neglect  of 
du  y.  . . . 

Resolved,  That  the  time  allowed  this  committee  is  in- 
sufficient to  enable  them  to  make  a full  and  thorough 
examination  of  the  subject  committed  to  them  ; that 
even  a limited  and  partial  examination  would  require 
them,  contrary  to  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  immediate 
constituents  and  the  country  at  large,  to  be  absent 
daily  during  the  sittings  of  the  house,  at  this  important 
period  of  the  session. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  com- 
mence the  investigation  at  this  time,  and  that  the  chair- 
man report  these  resolutions,  with  the  journal  of  our 
proceedings,  to  the  house,  together  wilh  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  the  subject  matter  referred  to  them 
by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  the  14th  instant  re- 
quires investigation,  and  that  he  ask  that  the  committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

The  report  and  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Naylor  moved  that  they  be  laid  on  the  tabl? 
and  printed.  Mr.  N.  then  explained  that  this  was 
the  report  of  the  majority,  and  asked  leave  to  pre- 
sent two  other  reports  on  the  same  subject — the  one 
of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  and  the  other  of 
an  individual  member  thereof,  Mr.  Prentiss,  of 
Miss.,  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  move  to  recom- 
mit the  report  with  instructions.  The  Speaker  said 
it  was  not  in  order  whilst  a motion  to  lay  on  the  ta- 
ble and  print  was  pending.  Mr.  Naylor  then  with- 
drew his  motion.  Mr.  Howard  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  views  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Prentiss  claimed  the  floor,  and  moved  to  re- 
commit the  report  and  resolutions  of  tile  majority 
to  the  committee,  with  instructions  to  strike  out  so 
much  thereof  as  gave  advice  to  this  house,  or  re- 
flected on  its  course  in  going  into  the  investigation. 
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Mr.  P.  proceeded  to  address  the  house,  but  yielded 
the  door,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  in 
order  that  the  other  reports  might  be  lead.  The 
Speaker  said  that  the  minority  could  not,  as  a mat- 
ter of  right,  report ; but  that,  by  unanimous  consent, 
their  views  might  be  laid  before  the  house.  And 
leave  having  been  granted,  the  two  other  reports 
were  read.  [See  page  4.] 

Mr.  Prentiss  then  addressed  the  house  at  length 
on  the  subject  of  his  motion.  After  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  all  the  reports  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  through  A.  Van  Buren,  his  private 
secretary. 

On  leave,  Mr.  Howard  introduced  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  this  house  whether  any  and  what 
change  has  occurred,  since  his  annual  message,  in  the 
posture  of  the  relations  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  and  to  communicate  to  the  house  such  corres- 
pondence relating  thereto  as  may  not  be  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  having  made  an  urgent  appeal  to 
the  house  on  the  subject  oT  the  appropriation  bills. 

The  house,  on  his  motion,  again  resolved  itsell 
into  committeee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  (Mr.  Banks,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  general  appropriation  bill  ; the  pending  ques- 
tion being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bronson,  declaring 
that  no  part  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  should  be  paid  to  the 
clerk  for  printed  copies  of  papers  which  had  been 
printed  and  already  paid  for  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Williams  addressed  the  committee  at 
great  length  in  a review  of  political  topics  general- 
ly. Mr.  .fames  Garland  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  to  Mr.  Slade,  who  spoke  for  some  time,  when 
he  gave  way  for  a motion  for  the  committee  to  rise, 
on  which  the  vote  was  ayes  44,  noes  51 — no  quorum, 

Mr.  S.  resumed  and  concluded,  when  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  February  23.  By  general  consent,  a 
number  of  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table  were  put  on 
their  first  and  second  reading,  and  were  appropri- 
ately referred. 

The  senate  bill  to  provide  for  the  armed  occu- 
pation of  Florida  coming  up  on  the  question  of  re- 
ference, Mr.  Robertson  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill : which  having  been  read,  Mr.  Downing  moved 
its  reference  to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 
Mr.  Robertson  being  about  to  address  the  house, 
Mr.  Yell  appealed  to  Mr.  R.  not  to  discuss  the  bill 
at  this  time.  On  the  request  of  several  gentlemen 
that  the  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table  might  be  refer- 
red, he  (Mr.  Y.)  had  yielded  his  right  to  the  floor 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  public  lands.  He 
hoped  he  would  not  be  deprived,  on  that  account,  ot 
the  opportunity  to  close  his  remarks.  Mr.  Robert- 
son persisting  in  his  desire  to  say  a few  words,  Mr. 
Yell  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday.  Mr.  Robertson 
moved  its  indefinite  postponement. 

The  Speaker  said  the  latter  motion  would  bring 
up  the  merits  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Yell  again  appealed 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Robertson,) 
not  to  deprive  him  (Mr.  Y.)  of  the  opportunity  to 
clo3e  his  remarks.  That  gentleman  should  be  the 
last  to  do  so,  inasmuch  as  lie  had  himself  addressed 
the  house  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  for  the 
morning  hour  for  three  or  four  days.  Mr.  Downing 
wished  the  bill  to  be  committed  to  the  military  corn- 
mitte,  but  said  that,  if  it  was  to  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, he  hoped  the  question  would  be  decided  now. 
The  Speaker  said  the  question  first  in  order  would 
be  on  the  motion  to  postpone  until  Monday.  Mr. 
Yell  withdrew  that  motion.  The  question  then  re- 
curred ou  the  motion  to  commit  to  the  committee 
on  military  affairs.  Mr.  Robertson  proceeded  to  op- 
pose the  commitment,  on  the  ground  that  the  bill 
contemplated  the  commencement  of  an  entirely  new 
policy,  and  that  it  was  a bill  to  add  10,000  men  to 
the  standing  army  of  the  United  States.  lie  was 
opposed  to  the  commitment,  but,  if  committed  at 
all,  it  should  be  committed  either  to  a select  com- 
mittee or  to  the  committee  on  public  lands.  Mr 
R.  was  interrupted  several  times  by  Messrs.  Yell 
and  Pelrilcin  for  entering,  as  they  alleged,  into  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  to  discuss  which  the  speakerdeci- 
ded  to  be  out  ol'order  on  a motion  to  commit.  Mr. 
Roberlson  then  changed  hie  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement  to  a motion  that  the  biil  be  laid  on 
the  table.  Mr.  Slanly  moved  a call  of  the  house. 
Mr.  L.  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion  ; which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken 
were:  yeas  89,  nays  60.  So  the  call  was  ordered  ; 
and  the  clerk  having  called  the  roll,  170  members 
answered  to  their  names.  The  names  of  the  absen- 
tees having  been  called,  there  appeared  188  mem- 
bers present.  On  motion  of  Mr.  C imbreleng,  all 
further  proceedings  on  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 


And  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  lay  the 
hill  on  the  table,  Mr.  tirennell  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken 
were  : yeas  91,  nays  94  ; so  the  motion  to  lay  the 
billon  the  table  was  rejected.  The  question  recur- 
ring on  the  motion  to  commit  to  the  committee  on 
public  lands,  Mr.  Roberlson  moved  that  so  much 
of  the  said  bill  as  related  to  surveys  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  public  lands,  and  so  much  as  re- 
lated to  grain  to  the  committee  on  agriculture.  The 
Speaker  decided  the  motion  not  to  be  in  order.  Mr. 
Cambreleng  moved  that  the  house  pioceed  to  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

By  general  consent,  the  house  took  up  the  senate 
bill  on  the  speaker’s  table,  entitled  “an  act  to 
amend  the  act  for  regulating  the  judiciary  system 
of  the  United  States.-’  The  bill  having  been  read 
twice  by  its  title,  Mr.  Thomas  moved  it  be  engross- 
er! for  a third  reading.  Some  conversation  follow- 
ed between  Messrs.  Sergeant  and  Fillmore,  when 
Mr.  Adams  called  lor  the  reading  of  the  filth  sec- 
tion, (which  abolishes  (he  punishment  of  whipping 
and  the  pillory.)  Mr.  Adams  said  that  the  question 
which  occurred  to  his  mind  was,  that  the  bill  abol- 
ished certain  punishments  without  providing  a sub- 
stitute. Mr.  Sergeant  was  understood  to  explain 
that  this  constituted  a part  of  the  punishment  for 
certain  offences,  and  that,  this  being  taken  away, 
the  other  punishment  remained.  Mr.  Adams  said 
he  would  not  raise  any  serious  objection  to  the  bill, 
although  he  would  have  preferred  to  have  had  fur- 
ther time  to  consider  one  or  two  points  in  it  which 
occurred  to  him  as  objectionable.  One  of  the  ob- 
jections was  this — here  were  two  ignominious  pun- 
ishments abolished,  punishments  implying  much 
more  ol  ignominy  than  of  pain,  and  nothing  was 
substituted  in  their  stead.  The  additional  imprison- 
ment which  the  judges  were  empowered  to  impose 
was  not,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  an  adequate  substitute 
for  the  pillor}';  and  the  bill  was  further  objection- 
able, because  it  did  enable  the  court,  at  their  dis- 
cretion, if  not  at  their  pleasure,  to  add  to  the  pun- 
ishment of  imprisonment  what  they  might  think  a 
proper  equivalent.  There  were  many  cases  in 
which  great  injustice  might  thus  be  done  to  offen- 
ders. He  was  reluctant  to  give  up  the  punishment 
by  pillory,  believing,  as  he  did,  that  it  exercised  a 
salutary  influence  on  the  inind,  the  conscience,  and 
the  moral  feelings  of  the  man.  He  would  not,  how- 
ever, at  this  late  period  in  the  session,  throw  him- 
self in  the  way  of  the  passage  of  the  bill.  And  the 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading  on  Monday. 

The  Speuker  laid  before  the  house  several  execu- 
tive communications. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng , the  house  again 
resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Bunks,  of  Virginia,  in  the 
chair,)  and  again  took  up  the  general  appropriation 
bill,  which  occupied  its  attention  until  near  12 
o’clock,  P.  M.,  when  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported its  progress. 

When  the  committee  rose,  an  appeal  was  pend- 
ing which  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Ingham,  from  a 
decision  of  the  chairman,  (Mr.  Banks,)  in  relation 
to  his  motion  for  a ^-appropriation  of  $100,00;), 
formerly  appropriated  for  a dry  dock  in  New  York 
harbor.  On  the  motion  to  adjourn  (lie  yeas  ami  nays 
were  called,  when  there  were  34  for  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  25  against  it.  A motion  for  a call  of  the 
house  was  negatived.  After  frequent  attempts  to 
get  the  biil  out  of  committee,  a little  before  twelve 
o’clock,  P.  M.,  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  25.  The  regular  business  of  the 
day  being  the  call  for  resolutions,  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng moved  a suspension  of  the  rule  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  the  committees  for  reports,  and  proceed- 
ing with  the  public  business. 

Mr.  Adams  asked  leave  to  present  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  read  for  information  : 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  in 
congress  assembled,  two-thirds  of  both  houses  concurring 
therein.  That  file  following  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  several 
states  of  the  union,  which,  when  ratified  by  three- 
fourths  of  she  legislatures  of  said  states,  shall  become 
and  be  a part  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States: 

1st.  From  and  after  the  4th  day  of  July,  1842,  there 
shall  be  throughout  the  United  States,  no  hereditary 
slavery;  baton  and  after  that  day  every  child  horn 
within  the  United  States,  their  territories  or  jurisdiction, 
shall  he  born  free. 

2d.  With  the  exception  of  the  territory  of  Flotida, 
there  shall  henceforth  never  be  admitted  into  this  union 
any  state,  the  constitution  of  which  shall  tolerate  with- 
in the  same  the  existence  of  slavery. 

3 J.  From  and  after  the  4th  of  July,  1845,  there  shall 
be  neither  slavery  nor  slave  trade  at  the  scat  of  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  A.  proceeded 
to  slate  that  lie  had  in  his  possession  a petition  which 
lie  desired  to  present,  and  on  which  these  resolu- 
tions were  founded.  It  was  a petition  from  John 
Jay  and  43  most  respectable  citizens  of  the  city  o!  I 


New  York.  [Mr.  A was  here  interrupted  by  cries 
to  order.]  And  the  Speaker  having  decided  that  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule  must  first  be  disposed  of, 
Mr.  A.  did  not  press  the  motion  lurther  al  this  time. 
And  the  question  having  been  taken  on  the  motion 
ot  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Reports  of  committees  were  then  called  for,  when 
the  following,  among  others,  were  made  to  the  house  : 

Mr.  Cushman,  from  the  committee  on  commerce, 
reported  a bill  explanatory  of  an  act  entitled  an  act 
making  appropriations  for  building  light-houses, 
light-boats,  beacon-lights,  buoys,  and  making  sur- 
veys for  the  year  1838,  passed  7th  July,  1S3S. 

Mr.  Casey,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported,  without  amendment,  senate  bills  author- 
izing the  relinquishment  of  the  sixteenth  sections 
granted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the  entry  of 
other  lands  in  lieu  thereof;  and  authorizing  certain 
certificates  of  deposite  to  be  cancelled  and  reissued  ; 
which  last  mentioned  bill  was  read  the  thiid  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Chapman,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed, with  amendments,  senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands  who  were  de- 
prived of  the  benefits  of  the  act  granting  pre- 
emption lights,  which  was  approved  on  the  19th 
, 1834. 

fotne  debate  followed,  (directed  to  the  question 
of  engrossment  or  commitment,)  in  which  Messrs. 
Lincoln,  Chapman,  L.  Williams,  and  Crabb,  parti- 
cipated ; when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  Williams, 
the  bill  (ayes  82,  noes  54)  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Loomis,  Iroin  the  same  committee,  reported, 
with  amendment,  seriate  bill  to  authorize  John  E. 
Metcall  and  others  to  locate  certain  pre-emption 
claims  lo  land  in  Indiana. 

Also,  made  a report  upon  the  subject  of  securing 
to  actual  settlers  on  public  lands  the  right  of  pre- 
emption lo  their  own  improvement,  when  offered 
for  sale,  in  preference  to  others,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  tor  that  purpose. 

Also,  re|vorted  a bill  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
land  scrip  to  satisfy  military  bounty  land  warrants. 

Mr.  Bouldin,  from  the  committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  repotted,  without  amendment,  senale 
bill  supplemental  to  the  act  granting  certain  cily 
lots  to  the  corporation  of  the  Columbian  college,  for 
the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  approved  14thJn!y, 
1832.  This  bill  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Toucey,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
reporled,  without  amendment,  senate  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  abatement  of  suits  and  actions  now  pend- 
ing, in  which  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  in  George- 
town, may  be  a party;  which  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Toucey,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
an  amendatory  bill  to  authorize  ttie  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  Slates  to  appoint  their  own  clerks  and 
to  regulate  the  fees  of  clerks  in  the  states  of  Lou- 
isiana and  Alabama. 

Also,  senate  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt 
in  certain  cases,  without  amendment;  which  bill 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  McKay,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, reported  a bill  lor  the  erection  of  certain  mili- 
tary works  on  the  northeastern  frontier  ot  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, reported  at  length,  relative  to  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  Slates  and  the  Bri- 
tish provinces  of  Nova  Scolia  and  New  Brunswick. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals. made  a report  upon  the  subject  of  an  appro- 
priation for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
river,  and  reported  an  amendment  lo  the  joint  reso- 
lution now  before  the  house,  authorizing  certain 
military  surveys. 

Mr.  Pratt,  Irom  the  committee  on  public  build- 
ings and  grounds,  made  a report  upon  the  subject  of 
having  the  public  buildings,  hereafter  to  be  erected, 
built  either  of  marble  or  granite,  instead  of  sand- 
stone. 

Mr.  Word,  on  leave,  presented  certain  joint  res- 
olutions fioin  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  on  the 
subject  of  post  routes.  Referred. 

Mr.  May  presented  certain  joint  resolutions  from 
the  legislature  of  Illinois,  on  the  subject  of  the  cur- 
rency, w hich  were  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt  in  certain  cases  had  been  passed.  The  motion 
was  entered. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  from  the  committee  on  public  build- 
ings and  grounds,  laid  balore  the  house  certain 
communications  in  relation  to  the  material  for  the 
construction  of  public  buildings.  Laid  on  the  ta- 
bU,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Jenifer,  chairman  of  the  select  committee  to 
which  had  been  referred  so  much  of  the  president’s 
message  us  relates  to  the  tobacco-trade  with  foreign 
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nations,  made  a report;  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hjward  said  that  as  this  was  a very  impor- 
tant report,  he  would  move  the  printing  ol' 5,000  ex- 
tra copies.  And  the  rule  having  been  suspended, 
the  motion  to  print  (having  been  urged  briefly  by 
Messrs.  Howard,  and  IV.  C.  Johnson)  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tuueey,  the  rules  were  suspen- 
ded for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  motion  here- 
tofore made  to  reconsider  the  vote  abolishing  im- 
prisonment for  debt.  Mr.  Petrikin  demanded  the 
previous  question.  The  bill  having,  on  motion  of 
Air.  Robertson , been  read,  the  previous  question 
was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  (bcin;  on  the 
reconsideration)  was  ordered  ami  taken,  and  the 
motion  to  reconsider  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  act  amending  the 
act  in  relation  to  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
Stales,  was  taken  up  on  the  question  of  final  pas- 
sage. Mr.  Everett  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  un- 
ion, for  the  purpose  of  striking  out  the  second  sec- 
tion. Some  debate  followed,  in  whiqh  Messrs.  Eve- 
rett and  Thomas  participated.  Mr.  Cambre  eng  mo- 
ved the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Everett  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
which  motion  was  reject'd.  The  previous  question 
was  then  seconded,  and  the  main  question  oidered, 
and  the  bill  was  passed. 

Tiie  house  again  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Banks 
in  the  chair,)  on  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
w hich  was  debated  until  near  one  o'clock  A.M.l 
when  lire  committee' rose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tuueey. 

And  tiie  committee  having  risen,  the  Chairman 
reported  the  fact  of  the  absence  of  a quorum.  Air. 
Tuueey  moved  that  the  house  adjourn  ;,  on  which 
rn  d ion  t tie  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  refused. 

And  then,  at  1 o’clock  A.  M.  the  house  adjourned. 

Tueediy,  Feb.  2G.  The  unfinished  business  of 
the  morning  hour  was  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  public  lands;  the  question  being  on 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rober'so  . 

Mr.  Yell  said  that  there  were  but  a few  days  of 
the  session  left  for  the  transaction  of  business  indis- 
pensable to  the  support  of  the  government ; that  it 
was  now  apparent  that  no  action  could  be  had  dur- 
ing this  session,  and  he  would  not  trespass  another 
morning  upon  tile  business  of  ti  e nation,  &c.  He 
siated  the  positions  which  induced  him  to  oppose 
the  resolution,  in  addition  to  those  advanced  on  a 
forner  d iy  : First,  that  the  public  lands,  under  the 
deeds  of  cession,  were  set  apart  for  the  payment  of 
the  national  debt,  which  amounted,  at  the  close  ul 
t.  e war,  to  aoout  .$30,00(1,000.  That  debt  has  b en 
paid,  and,  if  you  pleise,  by  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  ; or  rather,  the  whole  amount  of  the  sales 
amounts  to  about  $106,000,01)0,  out  of  which 
amount  about  $30,000,000  has  been  expended  in 
surveying  and  paying  all  necessary  expenses  and 
salaries.  But  it  must  be  recollected  that  this  fund- 
ed debt  was  paid  as  well  out  of  th  ; common  trea- 
sure as  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  Secondly, 
that,  from  the  estimate  of  tne  commissioner  of  lire 
general  land  office,  there  has  been  about  $60,000,- 
000  paid  for  the  purchase  under  the  treaties  with 
Florida  and  Spain  and  the  extinguishment  ol  Indian 
titles.  That  must  be  paid  before  the  proceeds  cun 
be  diverted  from  their  original  purpose.  The  mo- 
ney was  taken  out  of  the  public  treasury  to  acquire 
these  tides,  and  it  thereby  became  a part  of  the 
revenue,  and  could  no  more  be  applied  in  distribu- 
tion than  money  raised  from  customs  upon  imports. 
Mr.  Y.  took  a brief  survey  of  the  grounds  assigned, 
and  finally  closed  with  his  objections  to  the  passage 
of  the  resolution,  because  the  state  of  the  treasury 
would  not  justify  it,  and  because  the  effect  would 
be  to  raise  the  tariff,  or  a resort  to  direct  taxation 
to  make  up  the  deficiency,  which  he  estimated  to 
be  $10,000,000,  or  more,  and  which,  moreover, 
would  fall  heavily  upon  the  western  states,  as  they 
were  the  consumers,  and  paid  the  duties  in  the  end. 
Mr.  S'lerrol  Williams  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table.  Mr.  Hiynes  asked  Mr.  IV.  to 
withdraw  the  motion  ; which  Air.  VV.  refused  to  do. 
Mr.  Lewis  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  ; which  were  refused ; 
and  the  question  being  taken,  the  whole  subject 
was  laid  on  the  table.  Some  conversation  took 
place  as  to  the  order  of  business  ; when  Air.  Cam- 
breleng  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  going  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union,  to  resume  the  consideration  of 
the  general  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Sherrod  Williams  moved  a reconsideration 
of  Hie  vote  by  which  a bill  in  relation  to  certain 
pre-emption  rights  in  the  state  of  Alabama  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  yesterday;  which  motion  was  en- 
tered on  the  journal. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr. 


Banks  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  general  appropriation  bill,  which  was  debated 
by  several  gen'lemen. 

Air.  IF.  Thompson  having  concluded  bis  remarks, 
Mr.  Howard  stated  that  lie  understood  that  an  exe- 
cutive message  was  ready  to  be  delivered  ; and,  to 
afford  an  oppjitunity  for  its  presentation,  he  moved 
th.it  the  committee  rise.  The  motion  prevailed, 
and  the  committee  rose  and'  r.- ported  progress. 

Tile  following  message  was  then  received  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject 
of  the  difficulties  in  Maine,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Howard,  was  immediately  read  at  the  clerk’s 
table  ; also,  a letter  from  Mr.  Fox  to  Air.  Forsyth  ; 
Mr.  Forsyth’s  reply;  Mr.  Fox’s  rejoinder;  Air. 
F oi sy til’s  letter  to  governor  Fairfield  ; governor 
Faiilield’s  letter  to  sir  John  Harvey.  [The  docu- 
ments acco.npanr  ing  the  message  shall  be  publish- 
ed hereafter.] 

To  the  house  of  representatives  oflhe  United  States: 

1 lay  beiore  congress  several  despatches  from  his 
excellency  the  governor  of  Maine,  with  enclosures, 
communicating  certain  proceedings  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  that  state,  and  a copy  of  the  leply  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  made  by  my  direction,  together 
with  a note  from  H S.  Fox,  esq.  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain, 
v.  ith  the  answer  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  the 
same. 

It  will  appear  from  those  documents  that  a nu- 
merous baud  of  lawless  and  desperate  men,  chiefly 
from  the  adjoining  British  provinces,  but  without  the 
authority  or  sanction  of  the  provincial  government, 
had  trespassed  upon  that  poition  of  the  territory  in 
dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
which  is  watered  by  the  river  Aroostook,  and  claim- 
ed to  belong  to  the  state  of  Maine  ; and  that  they 
had  committed  extensive  depredations  there  by  cut- 
ting and  destroying  a very  large  quantity  of  timber. 
It  will  further  appear  that  the  governor  of  Maine, 
having  been  officially  apprised  of  the  circumstance, 
had  communicated  it  to  the  legislature,  with  a re- 
commendation of  such  provisions,  in  addition  to 
those  already  existing  by  law,  as  would  enable  him 
to  arrest  the  course  of  said  depredations,  disperse  the 
trespassers,  and  secure  the  timber  which  they  were 
about  carrying  away  ; that  in  compliance  with  a re- 
solve of  the  legislature,  passed  in  pursuance  of  his 
recommendation,  his  excellency  had  despatched  the 
laud  agent  of  (tie  state,  with  a fo  ce  deemed  ade- 
quate to  that  purpose,  to  tlie  scene  of  the  alleged  de- 
predations, who,  after  accomplishing  a part  of  his 
duty,  was  seized  by  a band  of'  the  trespassers,  at  a 
house  claimed  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Maine, 
whither  tie  had  repaired  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
and  consulting  with  the  land  agent  of  the  province  of 
New  Brunswick,  and  conveyed  as  a prisoner  to 
Frederickton,  in  that  province,  together  with  two 
other  citizens  of  the  state,  who  were  assisting  him 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

It  will  also  appear  that  the  governor  and  legisla- 
ture of  Maine,  satisfied  that  the  trespassers  had  acted 
iu  defiance  of  the  laws  of  both  countries,  learning 
that  they  were  in  possession  of  arms,  and  anticipa- 
ting (correctly,  as  the  result  lias  proved)  that  per- 
sons of  their  reckless  and  desperate  character  would 
set  at  naught  the  authority  cf  the  magistrates,  with- 
out  the  aid  of  a strong  I'oice,  had  authorized  the  sher- 
iff, ami  the  officer  appointed  in  the  place  of  the  land 
agent,  to  employ,  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  an 
armed  posse,  who  had  proceeded  to  the  scene  of 
th-*se  depredations,  with  a view  to  the  entire  disper- 
sion or  arrest  of  the  trespassers  and  the  protection  of 
the  public  properly. 

In  the  correspondence  between  the  governor  of 
Maine  and  sir  John  Harvey,  lieutenant  governor  of 
the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  which  has  grown 
out  of  these  occurrences,  and  is  likewise  herewith 
communicated,  the  former  is  requested  to  recall  the 
armed  parly  advanced  into  the  disputed  territory  tor 
tile  arrest  of  trespassers,  and  is  informed  that  a 
strong  body  of  British  troops  is  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness to  support  and  protect  the  authority  and  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain  in  said  territory.  In  answer 
to  that  request  the  provincial  governor  is  informed 
of  the  determination  of  the  state  of  Alaine  to  sup- 
port the  land  agent  and  his  party,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duty,  and  the  same  determination,  (or 
the  execution  of  which  provision  is  made  by  a 
resolution  of  the  state  legislature,  is  communicated 
by  the  governor  to  the  general  government. 

The  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  in 
calling  upon  the  governor  of  Maine  for  the  recall 
of  the  land  agent  and  his  parly  from  the  disputed 
territory,  and  the  British  minister  in  making  a simi- 
lar demand  upon  the  government  of  the  United 
Slates,  proceed  upon  the  assumption  that  an  agree- 
inent  exists  between  the  two  nations  conceding  to 
Great  Britain,  until  the  final  settlement  of  the  boun- 
dary question,  exclusive  possession  of,  and  juris- 
diction over,  the  territory  in  dispute.  The  impor-  | 


taut  bearing  which  such  an  agreement,  if  it  existed, 
would  have  upon  the  condition  and  interests  oftlle 
parlies,  and  the  influence  it  might  have  upon  the 
adjustment  of  the  dispute,  are  too  obvious  to  allow 
the  error  upon. which  this  assumption  seems  to  rest 
to  pass  for  a moment  without  correction.  The  an- 
swer of  the  secretary  ol' state  to  Mr.  Fox’s  note, 
will  show  the  ground  taken  by  the  government  of 
Ihe  United  States  upon  this  point,  it  is  believed 
that  all  the.  correspondence  which  has  passed  be- 
tween the  two  governments  upon  this  subject  has 
already  been  communicated  to  congress,  and  is  now 
on  their  files.  An  abstract  of  it,  however,  hastily 
prepared,  accompanies  this  communication  It  is 
possible  that  in  thus  abridging  a voluminous  corres- 
pondence, commencing  in  1825  and  continuing  to 
a very  recent  period,  a portion  may  have  been  ac- 
cidentally overlooked  ; but  it  is  believed  that  no- 
thing  has  taken  place  which  would  materially 
change  the  aspect  of  the  question  as  therein  pre- 
sented Instead  of  sustaining  the  assumption  of  the 
British  functionaries  that  correspondence  disproves 
the  existence  of  any  such  agreement.  It  shows 
that  the  two  governments  have  di  lie  red  not  only  iu 
regard  to  the  main  question  of  title  to  the  territory 
in  dispute,  but  with  reference  al3o  to  ttie  light  of 
jurisdiction,  and  the  fact  of  the  actual  ex. weise  of  it 
in  did'erent  portions  thereof.  Always  aiming  al  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  the  dispute,  boll)  parties 
have  entertained  and  repeatedly  urged  upon  each 
other  a desire,  that  each  should  exeicise  its  rights, 
whatever  it  consider)  d them  to  be,  in  such  a man- 
ner as  to  avoid  collision,  and  allay,  to  the  greatest 
practicable  extent,  the  excitement  lilcely’to  grow 
out  of  the  controversy.  It  was  in  pursuance  of 
such  an  understanding  that  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts, upon  the  re  monstrance  of  Great  Britain,  de- 
sisted from  making  sales  of  lands,  and  the  general 
government  from  the  construction  of  a projected 
military  road  in  a portion  of  the  tenitory  of  which 
they  claimed  to  have  enjoyed  the  exclusive  posses- 
sion, and  that  Great  Britain,  on  her  part,  in  defer- 
ence to  a similar  remonstrance  from  (he  United 
States,  suspended  the  issue  of  licenses  to  cut  timber 
in  the  territory  in  controversy,  and  also  the  survey 
and  location  of  a railroad  through  a section  of  coun- 
try over  which  she  also  claimed  to  have  exercised 
exclusive  jurisdiction. 

The  state  of  Alaine  had  a right  to  arrest  the  depre- 
dations complained  of ; it  belonged  lober  to  judge 
of  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  calling  for  her  inter- 
ference ; and  it  is  presumed  that  had  the  lieutenant  go- 
vernor of  New  Brunswick  been  correctly  advised  of 
the  nature  of  the  proceedings  oflhe  slate  of  Maine, 
lie  would  not  have  regaided  the  tiansaction  as  requi- 
ring, on  his  part,  any  resort  to  force.  Each  party 
claiming  a right  lo  the  ten  iiory,  and  hence  to  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  over  it,  it  is  manifest  that,  to 
prevent  the  destruction  of  the  timber  by  tresspasseis, 
acting  against  the  authority  of  both, and  at  the  same 
time  avoid  forcible  collision  between  the  contiguous 
governments  during  the  pendency  of  negotiations 
concerning  the  title,  resort  must  be  had  to  the  mu- 
tual exercise  of  jurisdiction  in  such  extreme  cases, 
or  to  an  amicable  and  temporary  arrangement  as  to 
the  limits  within  which  it  should  be  exercised  by 
each  party.  The  understanding  supposed  to  exist 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Great  Britain  lias 
been  found  heretofore  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and 
I believe  will  prove  so  hereafter,  if  the  parties  on 
the  frontier,  directly  interested  in  (lie  question,  are 
respectively  governed  by  a just  spirit  of  conciliation 
and  forbearance.  If  it  shall  be  found,  as  there  is 
now  reason  to  apprehend,  that  there  is,  in  the  modes 
of  construing  that  understanding  by  the  two  govern- 
ments, a difference  not  to  be  reconciled,  I shall  not 
hesitate  lo  propose  (o  her  Britannic  majesty’s  govern- 
ment a distinct  arrangement  for  the  temporary  and 
mutual  exercise  of  jurisdiction,  by  means  of  which 
similar  difficulties  may  in  future  be  prevented. 

But  between  an  effort  ou  the  part  of  Alaine  to 
preserve  the  property  in  dispute  from  destruction 
by  intruders,  and  a military  occupation  by  that 
state  of  the  territory,  with  a view  to  hold  it  by 
force,  while  the  settlement  is  a subject  of  nego- 
tiation between  the  two  governments,  there  is  an 
essential  difference,  as  well  in  respect  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  state,  as  to  the  duties  of  the  general 
government.  In  a letter  addressed  by  the  secretary 
of  state  to  the  governor  of  Alaine,  on  the  1st  of 
March  last,  giving  a detailed  statement  of  the  steps 
which  bad  been  taken  by  the  federal  government 
to  bring  the  controversy  to  a termination,  and  de- 
signed to  apprise  the  governor  of  that  stale  of  the 
views  of  the  federal  executive,  in  respect  to  the  fu- 
ture, it  was  stated,  that  while  the  obligations  of  the 
federal  government  to  do  all  in  its  powc-rto  effect  the 
settlement  of  the  boundary  question  were  fully  re- 
cognised, it  had,  in  the  event  ol  being  unable  to  do 
so  specifically,  by  mutual  consent,  no  other  means 
to  accomplish  that  object  amicably,  than  by  ano- 
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llier  arbitration,  or  by  a commission  with  an  um- 
pire in  the  nature  ol  an  arbitration;  and  that  in  the 
event  of  all  otliei  measures  failing,  the  president 
would  feel  it  his  duty  to  submit  another  proposition 
1o  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  to  refer  the  de- 
ci  ion  ot  the  question  to  a third  power,  The.se  are 
still  my  views  upon  the  subject,  and  until  this  step 
shall  have  been  taken,  I cannot  think  it  proper  to 
invoke  the  attention  ol  congress  to  other  than  ami- 
cable means  for  t lie  settlement  ol’  the  conlioversy, 
or  to  cause  the,  military  power  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment to  be  brought  in  aid  of  the  state  of  Maine, 
in  a,iV  attempt  to  euect  that  object  by  a resort  to 
foice. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  authorities  of  New 
Brunswick  should  attempt  to  enlorce  the  claim  of 
exclusive  jurisdiction  set  up  by  them,  by  means  of 
a military  occupation  on  their  part  of  the  disputed 
territory,  I shall  feel  myself  bound  to  consider  the 
contingency  provided  by  the  constitution  as  having 
occurred,  o.i  t ie  hap , ening  of  which  a state  has  the 
right  to  call  for  the  aid  of  the  federal  government 
to  repel  invasion. 

I have  expressed  to  the  British  minister  near 
this  government  a confident  expectation  that  the 
agents  of  the  state  of  Maine,  who  have  been  ar- 
rested under  an  obvious  misapprehension  ot’  the 
object  of  their  mission,  will  be  promptly  released  ; 
and  to  the  governor  ol  Maine  that  a similar  course 
will  be  pursued  in  regard  to  the  agents  of  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick.  I have  also  recom- 
mended that  an}’  militia  that  may  have  been  brought 
together  by  the  state  of  Maine,  from  an  apprehen- 
sion of  a collision  with'  the-  government  or  people 
of  the  British  province,  will  be  voluntarily  and 
peaceably  disbanded. 

I cannot  allow  myself  to  doubt  (hat  the  results 
anticipated  from  these  representations  will  be  sea- 
sonably realized.  The  parties  more  immediately 
interested  cannot  but  perceive  that  an  appeal  to 
arms,  under  existing  circumstances,  will  not  only 
prove  fatal  to  their  present  interests,  but  would 
postpone,  if  not  defeat,  the  attainment  of  the  main 
objects  which  they  have  in  view.  The  very  inci- 
dents whrch  have  recently  occurred  will  necessa- 
rily awaken  the  governments  to  the  importance  of 
promptly  adjusting  a dispute,  by  which  it  is  now 
made  manifest  that  the  peace  of  the  two  nations  is 
daily  and  imminently  endangered.  This  expecta- 
tion is  further  warranted  by  the  general  forbearance 
which  has  hitherto  characterized  the  conduct  of  the 
government  and  people  on  both  sides  ot  the  line. 
In  the  uniform  patriotism  of  Maine,  her  attachment 
to  the  union,  her  respe  ct  for  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple of  her  sister  states,  of  whose  interest  in  her 
welfare  she  cannot  be  unconscious,  and,  in  the  so- 
licitude felt  by  Ihe  country  at  large  for  the  preser- 
vation of  peace  with  our  neighbors,  we  have  a 
strong  guarantee  that  she  will  not  disregard  the  re- 
quest that  has  been  made  of  her. 

As,  however,  the  session  of  congress  is  about  to 
terminate,  and  tile  agency  of  the  executive  may 
become  necessary  during  the  recess,  it  is  important 
that  the  attention  ol  the  legislature  should  be  drawn 
to  the  consideration  of  such  measures  as  may  be 
calculated  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  a call  for  an 
extra  session.  With  that  view,  I have  thought  it 
my  duty  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  you,  and  to 
invite  such  action  thereon  as  you  may  think  the 
occasion  requires. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Washington,  26/A  February,  1889. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  that  the  message  and  accom- 
panying documents  be  referred  to  the  committee 
on  foreign  affairs,  and  be  printed  ; and  that  the  com- 
mittee have  liberty  to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Waddy  Thompson  moved  the  printing  of  29,- 
000  extra  copies,  and  supported  the  motion  by  a 
speech  in  which  he  highly  commended  the  mes- 
sage. Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  briefly  replied  to 
some  remarks  of  Mr.  Thompson’s  speech  which  he 
considered  as  reflecting,  in  an  offensive  manner,  up- 
on the  house.  Mr.  Thompson  explained.  Mr.  E- 
vans,  of  Maine,  followed  in  a long  and  very  anima- 
ted speech,  in  which  lie  gave  a lull  history  of  the 
present  difficulty  in  that  state  from  its  01  igin  ; sla- 
ted minutely  iis  present  condition  ; commented 
with  some  severity  on  the  neglect  which  had  been 
shown  by  the  general  government  to  tile  oft  repeat- 
ed representations  of  that  state,  in  which  Ihe  pre- 
sent crisis  had  been  represented  as  inevitable  ; ana 
insisted  that  it  was  evident  from  the  whole  tone  of 
the  message  that  the  urgency  of  the  case  was  not 
appreciated.  Mr.  Howard  remonstrated  against 
this  crimination  of  the  government  a3  necessarily 
leading  to  a defensive  reply,  and  thus  tending  to 
withdraw  the  attention  of  the  house  to  a collateral 
subject,  and  diverting  it  from  the  deeply  interesting 
subject  ol  the  message.  Mr.  Ev;\ii3  pioceeded 
some  time  longer,  and  when  he  sat  down,  Mr.  Pe- 


trikin  moved  the  previous  question.  [Loud  cries 
ol  “no,”  “ no” — “ withdraw  -it,”  “ withdraw  it,” 
from  all  the  house.]  Mr.  Petrikin  withdrew  his 
motion.  Mr  .Adams  then  addressed  the  house,  en- 
dorsing fully  the  speech  of  Mr.  Evans,  but  sugges- 
ting a constitutional  difficulty  in  relation  to.  tlm  ad  - 
vice  ol  ttie  president  to  the  governor  of  Maine,  to 
enter  into  an  explanation  and  accommodation  with 
the  governor  ol  New  Brunswick,  See,  as  a thing 
which  a governor  of  a state  v\as  not  aiithoiized .to 
do,  and  expressed  his  hope  that  an  agent  of  the  gov- 
ernment would  be  appointed  to  manage  such  an  ar- 
rangement, should  it  ta-,e  place,  Sec.  Mr.  Crary 
moved  the  previous  question.  Mr  ..Lincoln  reques- 
ted him  to  withdraw  the  motion,  but  lie  refused  to 
comply.  The  question  being  taken  by  tell. -is,  on 
seconding  the  motion,  it  was  rejected  : ayes  48, 
lines  89. 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  addressed  the  house,  and,  alter 
warm  commendations  ol  the  message,  went  at  large 
into  the  general  subject. 

lie  lias  succeeded  by  Mr.  Cushing,  who  strenu- 
ously denied  the  existence  of  any  agreement  be- 
tween the  two  governments  that,  pending  the  con- 
troversy, Great  Britain  was  to  hold  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  the  dispnt,  d territory,  and  adverted  to 
the  aggressive  claims  of  that  government,  hercourse 
toward  the  Indians,  and  on  the  northwestern  coast, 
&c. 

Messrs.  Pickens,  Sergeant,  and  Everett  also  ad- 
dressed the  house.  When  the  lust  named  gentle- 
man had  concluded  his  remaiks,  Mr.  Whittlesey 
demanded  (he  previous  question,  which  was  second- 
ed. The  main  question  v.as  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  the  message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.  On  motion  ol  Mr.  How- 
ard, the  said  committee  had  lt-ave  to  sit  during  the 
sessions  of  the  house.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans, 
so  much  of  the  report  of  the  land  agent  of  Maine  as 
referred  to  Ihe  subject  of  the  .message  was  also  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  Mr.  Bronson  moved  to  print 
10,000  extra  copies  of  the  message  and  documents, 
but  waived  the  motion  for  the  present.  [The  de- 
bate on  the  message -will  be  given  at  length  hereaf- 
ter.]’ Mr.  Cambreleng  asked  the  house  again  to  go 
into  committee  on  Lie  general  appropriation  bill. 
Mr.  Harlan,  from  tile  select  committee  appointed 
on  . ihe  1 7 tli  of  January  to  inquire  into  recent  defal- 
cations, asked  leave  to  make  a report.  Mr.  Cani- 
brcleng  objected.  The  general  appropriation  bill 
had  already  kept  the  committee  up  two  nights,  and 
he  hoped  il  would  be  disposed  of.  It  was  most  im- 
portant that  it  should  be.  Mr.  Harlan  said  if  lie 
had  to  set  from  now  until  daylight,  he  would  put  his 
motion.  He  moved  lo  suspend  ihe  rule.  Mr.  Wise 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion,  which 
were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  ware  ye. is  83,  nays 
59:  (not  two-thirds)  So  the  rule  was  not  sus- 
pended. 

The  house  again  went  into  committee  ami  resum- 
ed the  consideration  of  the  general  appropna’ion  bill, 
which  was  further  amended  and  reported  to  the 
house — when  Mr.  Chambers  offered  an  amendment, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  prohibit  any  collector 
from  retaining  in  Ins  hands  moneys  paid  under  pro- 
test, and  requiring  him  to  de-posite  the  same  in  bank 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
The  amendment  was  adopted.  The  house  ihen 
concurred  in  the  amendments  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee, save  a few  which  were  reserved  for  discus- 
sion. which  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Bell 
moved  an  adjournment,  but  withdrew  the  motion  a! 
the  request  of  Mr.  Evans,  who,  by  leave,  laid  on  the 
table  a communication  from  governor  Fail  field  to  the 
legislature  of  Maine,  which,  he  observed,  presented 
a very  critical  state  of  things  there.  The  reading 
was  dispensed  with,  and  the  document  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  the  information  of  Ihe  meniheis,  Mr. 
Jenifer,  on  leave,  offered  a resolution  calling  for  cer- 
tain information  in  relation  lo  the  tobacco  trade. 

A bill  in  explanation  of  a bill  for  the  reorganization 
of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  was  read  twice 
and  coinmitti  d. 

Mr.  Ewing,  on  leave,  presented  certain  joint  re- 
solulionsol  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  condemnatory 
of  all  interference  on  the  part  ol  free  states,  and  the 
citizens  of  free  states,  with  the  domestic  inst i t u t ions 
or  legal  regulations  of  the  slave  states,  which  were 
laid  upon  the  table,  under  the  rule  applicable  thereto. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  a select  committee,  made  a re- 
port on  certain  claims  of  Ilia  state  of  Georgia  ; which 
was  read  and  referred.  Mr.  Beatty  moved  an  ad 
journinent,  (about  half  past  10.)  Mr,  Harlan  re- 
quested him  to  withdraw  if,  that  he  might  present  a 
report  from  the  investigating  eominitlee  on  the 
Swaitwout  defalcations.  Mr.  Beatty  refusing,  Mr. 
Harlan  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  being 
ordered,  were  taken,  and  resulted  in  the  negative  : 
yeas  45,  nays  52.  So  the  house  refused  to  adjourn. 
A call  of  the  house  was  moved  by  Mr.  Hopkins.  Mr. 
- ■ — 


Bcinie  demanded  the  yeas  ami  nay  s.  Mr.  If'/st' re- 
monstrated. All  the  committee  desired  was  to  get 
the  report  out  of  their  hands  into  those  of  the  pi  inti  r. 
Mr.  Mercer  hoped  the  report  would  be  received  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Hopkins  withdrew  his 
motion  lor  a call. 

Mr.  Owens  stated  that  tile  report  of  the  minority 
would  be  read)  in  ihe  morning;  and  it  being  under- 
stood that  both  reports  should  be  presented  simulta- 
neously to-morrow  morning, 

The  house,  a little  before  11  o’clock,  adjourned. 

Wednesday , Feb.  27 . Mr.  llartan,  from  the  se- 
lect committee  appointed  on  the  17th  ol  January 
last,  to  inquire  and  repoit  as  to  delalcalions  of  pub- 
lic officers,  made  a report  ; when 

Mr.  Owens,  of  the  same  committee,  on  behalf  of. 
tile  minority,  by  leave,  submitted  a report  contain- 
ing the  views  of  the  minority  upon  the  subject  mat- 
ters committed  to  the  committee.  Mr  .Harlan,  on 
behalf  of  the  committee,  moved  the  reading  of  the 
conclusions  of  the  coinii  itk-e  ; and  that  5,000  co- 
pies of  the  reports  with  the  journal,  and  20,000  co- 
pies of  the  reports  without  the  journal,  be  printed. 
Mr.  Pelnkin  said  he  was  not  opposed  to  printing, 
but  he  objected  to  the  reading,  unless  all  the  re- 
ports were  read.  And  be  called  for  the  reading,  ac- 
cordingly. Some  conversation  followed  in  di dec- 
ent paits  of  the  house,  of  which  little  could  be 
heard,  owing  lo  the  extreme  confusion.  The  Chair 
decided  that  it  was  a parliamentary  right  to  call  lor 
the  leading;  and,  after  some  fuither  conversation 
on  points  of  order,  the  clerk  proceeded  to  read  ihe 
report  of  the  majority.  The  reading  was  frequent- 
ly interrupted  by  attempts  to  suspend  it.  And,  af- 
ter it  had  proceeded  some  way,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Owens,  all  the  reports  (by  general  consent)  wire 
laid  on  the  table  ; and  5,(100  copies  thereof,  w ith 
the  journal,  and  20,000  copies  ot  both  documents, 
without  the  journal,  were  oidered.tobe  printed. 

Mr.  Hall,  from  the  select  committee,  appointed 
on  the  24th  of  January,  to  inquire  into  the  charac- 
ter and  amount  of  proof  which  is  required  by  ex- 
isting laws  and  regulations  to  establish  claims  on 
the  United  States  lor  revolutionary  services  in  the 
Virginia  continental  and  state  lines  and  navy,  and 
whether  any  and  what  further  legislative  previsions 
be  necessary  in  regaid  to  the  mode  of  adjusting  and 
allowing  claims  for  such  services,  made  a repoit 
thereon,  adverse  to  fuither  appropriations  for  the 
satisfaction  of  said  war; ants,  and  moved  that  it  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  that  the  report  and  documents 
be  printed.  Mr.  Taliaferro  asked  a division  ot’  the 
question.  Mr.  Wise  urged  that  the  question  should 
not  be  taken  now,  as  a colleague  of  bis,  and  a mem- 
ber ol  the  committee,  (not  now  in  his  seat,)  was 
preparing  his  protest  against  this  report,  by  which 
great  injustice,  he  contended,  was  done,  and  he 
wished  to  have  that  protest  printed  together  with 
the  report.  And  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  print, 
some  remarks  followed  from  Messrs.  Taliaferro, 
Craig,  Hall,  and  ll  ise.  When,  with  a view  to 
save  the.  time  of  the  house,  now  so  precious, 
Mr.  Si  a nly  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  the 
table.  Mr.  Briggs,  as  a member  of  the  commjttee, 
appealed  to  Mr.  Stanly  lo  withdraw  the  motion. 
Mr.  Stanly  not  consenting,  Mr.  Grennel  asked  the 
)eas  ar.d  nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to 
print  on  tile  table,  which  were  ordered ; and,  being 
taken,  were — yeas  43,  nays  127.  So  the  motion  to 
lay  tile  motion  to  print  on  the  table  was  rejected; 
and  the  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  print, 
before  further  action  was  taken,  the  speaker  an- 
nounced the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

On  leave,  Mr.  Cambreleng  offered  a resolution 
fixing  the  hour  of  meeling  at  10  o’clock,  and  pro- 
viding that  the  house  take  a recess  from  3 to  half 
past  4.  Some  amendments  being  ofl’ered,  Mr.  Cam- 
breleng moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded,  the  main  question  w as  ordered  ; and  the 
resolution  was  adopted,  (and  takes  ell’tct  as  to  Ihe 
recess  this  day.)  On  leave,  Mr.  Jldams  presented 
certain  joint  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts on  the  subject  ol  the  salt  duly.  Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  T he  Speaker 
laid  before  (he  house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of 
war,  transmitting  reports  of  the  commissary  gene- 
ral of  the  army,  and  the  commissioner  of  Indian  af'- 
f airs,  together  with  document  No.  7S  of  the  house 
ol  representatives,  2d  ses.  25th  congress,  contain- 
ing the  information  called  for  by  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  2Slli  nit. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  answer  (o- 
a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
21st  ot  Januaiy  last,  culling  for  informalion  as  to 
Ihe  n ti r.-> ber  ol  Cherokee  Indians  now  residing  in 
Norlh  Carolina,  &c. 

A letter  liom  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
Ihe  information  required  by  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  14th  ult.  in  relation 

JttoimmMs'u*'  ees  mite. 
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The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  gene- 
ral appropriation  bill,  which  had  been  reported  from 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  the  question  being  on  concurring-  in  cer- 
tain amendments  made  thereto  in  committee,  and 
which  had  been  reserved  lor  special  question. 

The  amendments  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
house  until  the  hour  of  recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  house  met  after  recess,  when  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  was  again  considered  and  turtlier 
amended.  Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  the  previous 
question.  Mr.  Garland,  ot  Louisiana,  asked  him 
to  withdraw  the  motion,  reminding  him  of  a pledge 
given  by  him  on  a former  day  that  he  would  not 
make  this  motion  till  Mr.  G.  should  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  renewing  in  the  house  certain  amend- 
ments moved  by  him  m committee.  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng denied  that  he  was  under  any  such  pledge. 
Mr.  Garland  replied  with  great  warmth,  and  in 
somewhat  intemperate  terms,  which,  however,  were 
indistinctly  heard  by  the  reporter  amidst  tile  cries 
of  “order!;”  “ order  L”  and  the  general  confusion 
of  the  house.  Mr.  Williams,  of  IV . C.,  moved  a cal! 
of  the  house  ; which  motion  prevailing,  the  house 
was  called.  129  members  having  answ  ered  to  their 
names,  the  absentees  were  catted,  when  157  mem- 
bers were  found  to  be  present.  The  call  was  then 
suspended.  The  previous  question  w as  seconded  by 
yeas  arid  nays  : yeas  113,- nays  47.  It  was  then  put,, 
and  carried. 

Mr.  Connor  demanded  the  yeas  and  nay3  ; baf 
the  house  refused  to  otdeF  them  ; when  the  bill 
was  read  a third  time  by  its  title,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Garland  apologized  to  the  house  for  the  in- 
temperate expressions  tie  had  used  towards  Mr. 
Cambreleng,  stating  that  the  latter  had  come  to  his 
seat,  and  stated  that  lie  had  forgotten  having  given 
the  pledge,  though  afterwards  convinced  it  had 
been  given,  as  Mr.  G.  had  stated. 

[Cries  of  “ well  done  !”  “ handsome  !”] 

The  following  message,  and  memorandum,  were 
received  trom  ttie  president  of  the  United  States: 
Washington,  Feb.  27,  1839. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

i transmit  to  congress  copies  of  various  other  doc- 
uments received  from  the  governor  of  Maine,  rela- 
ting to  the  dispute  between  that  state  and  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick,  which  formed  tile  subject 
ot  my  message  of  the  26'tli  instant,  and  also  a copy 
ot  a memorandum  3igned  by  the  secretary  of  state 
of  ttie  United  Slates  and  her  Britannic  majesty’s 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
near  ttie  United  States,  of  the  terms  upon  which  it 
is  believed  all  collision  can  be  avoided  on  the  fron- 
tier, consistently  with,  and  respecting  the' claims  on 
either  side.  As  the  British  minister  acts  without 
specific  authority  from  tiis  government,  it  will  be 
observed  that  this  memorandum  lias  but  the  force  of 
recommendation  on  t lie  provincial  authorities  and  on 
the  government  of  the  state. 

M.  VANBUREN. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Her  majesty’s  authorities  consider  it  to  have  been 
understood  and  agreed  upon  by  the  two  governments 
that  the  territory  in  dispute  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  on  the  northeastern  frontier, 
should  remain  exclusively  under  British  jurisdic- 
tion until  the  final  settlement  of  the  boundary  ques- 
tion. 

The  United  States  government  have  not  under- 
stood the  above  agreement  in  Ihe  same  sense,  but 
consider,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  has  been  no 
agreement  whatever  for  the  exercise,  by  Great 
Britain,  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed 
territory,  or  any  portion  thereof,  but  a mutual  un- 
derstanding that,  pending  the  negotiation,  the  juris- 
diction then  exercised  by  either  party,  over  small 
portions  of  the  territory  in  dispute,  should  not  be 
enlaiged,  but  be  continued  merely  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  local  tranquillity  and  the  public  property, 
both  forbearing  as  far  as  practicable  to  exert  any 
authority,  and,  when  any  should  be  exercised  by 
either,  placing  upon  the  cqudyct  of  each  other  the 
most  favorable  construction. 

A complete  understanding  upon  the  question, 
finis  placed  at  issue,  of  present  jurisdiction,  can  only 
be  arrived  at  by  friendly  discussion  between  the 
governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  ; 
and,  as  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  there  will  be  an 
early  settlement  of  the  question,  this  subordinate 
point  of  difference  can  be  of  but  little  moment. 

In  ttie  mean  time  the  governor  of  the  province  of 
New  Brunswick  arid  the  government  ot  the  state  oi 
Maine  will  act  as  follows:  Her  majesty’s  officers 
will  not  seek  to  expel  by  military  force  the  armed 
party  which  has  been  sent  by  Maine  into  the  dis- 
trict bordering  on  the  Aroostook  river ; but  the  gov- 
ernment pf  Maine  will  voluntarily,  and  without 
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disputed  territory  any  armed  force  now  within 
them;  and,  it  future  necessity  should  arise  for  dia- 
pers ng  notorious  trespassers,  or  protecting  public 
property  from  depredation  by  armed  force,  the  ope- 
ration shall  be  conducted  by  concert,  jointly  or  se- 
paratelj',  according  to  agreements  between  the  gov- 
ernments of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick. 

The  ciul  officers  in  ttie  service,  respectively,  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Maine,  who  have  been  taken 
into  custody  by  the  opposite  parties,  shall  be  re- 
leased. 

Nothing  in  this  memorandum  shall  be  construed 
to  fortify  or  to  w eaken  in  any  respect  w hatever,  the 
claim  ot  either  party  to  the  ultimate  possession  of 
the  disputed  territory. 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Britannic 
majesty  having  no  specific  authority  to  make  any 
arrangement  on  the  subject,  the  undersigned  can 
only  recommend,  as  they  now  earnestly  do,  to  the 
governments  of  New  Brunswick  and  Maine,  to  re- 
gulate their  future  proceedings  according  to  tile 
terms  hereinbefore  set  forth,  until  the  final  settle- 
ment of  the  territorial  dispute,  or  until  the  govern- 
ments of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  shall 
come  to  some  definite  conclusion  on  the  subordinate 
point  upon  which  they  are  now'  at  issue. 

JOHN  FORSYTH,  secretary  of  stale 
oj  the  United  States  of  North  Jimeriea. 

H.  S.  FOX,  H.  B.  M.  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  jdenipolentmry . 

Washington,  February  27,  1839. 

The  message  and  memorandum  having  been 
read,  Mr.  Evans  addressed  the  house  at  length. 

The  navy  appropriation  bill  having  come  back 
from  the  senate  w'ithsome  amendments, 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  its  reference  to  the  com- 
mittee ot  the  whole  on.  the  state  of  the  union, .which 
was  agreed  to. 

On  his  motion  the  house  then- went  into  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  (Mr.  Ingham  in  the  chair, ) and 
took  up  the  bill  to  prevent  and  suppress  Indian  hos- 
tilities, which  was  amended,  and  laid  aside,  in  the 
course  oi  the  debate,  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson,  on  urging- 
the  propriety  of  laying  aside  the  above  bill,  that) 
some  oi  the  many  other  bills  before  the  house  might 
be  taken  up,  alluded  to  the  great  loss  of  time  in 
debate,  and  to  the  excellent  practice  in  the  British 
house  ot  commons  of  coughing  members  dow;n  on 
certain  occasions;  a rule  which  he  thought  might 
be  most  properly  applied  here. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  committee  took 
up  the  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of  a fire-proof 
building  for  ttie  use  of  the  general  post  office  de- 
partment. which  was  amended  ; hut  a count  having 
been  made  upon  a motion  of  Mr.  Rencher  providing 
that  not  more  than  one  architect  be  employed,  the 
committee  was  found  to  be  without  a quorum. 

After  various  motions  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  that  fact  to  the  house. 

A call  of  the  house  was  moved,  and  negatived  by 
yeas  53,  nays  80;  when  a quorum  being  present, 
Mr.  Ingham  resumed  Ihe  chair  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Aiul  tlie  amendment  of  Mr.  Rencher  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  committee  took  up 
a bill  tor  the  erection  of  military  works  on  our  north- 
eastern frontier:  (it  appropriates  to  that  object 
$100,000.) 

Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  inquired  what  was  meant  by 
the  phrase  “ military  works,”  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  McKay,  chairman  of  I lie  committee  on  mili- 
tary affairs,  explained  the  grounds  of  the  bill. 

Air.  Johnson  then  went  at  length  into  a speech  in 
favor  of  ttie  erection  of  a United  States  armory  for 
the  founding  of  cannon,  in  which  he  quoted  the  re- 
port of  the  ordnance  bureau,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  1,178  guns  were  needed  toman  new  torts  alrea- 
dy' erected,  2,578  for  works  in  a process  of  construc- 
tion, 782  for  forts  now  rebuilding,  3,606  for  other 
works  projected,  but  not  yet  commenced  ; making,  in 
all,  13,320  pieces  o!  ordnance,  exclusive  of  what  were 
needed  for  the  navy. 

He  then  stated  the  guns  now  on  hand,  which 
were  1,000  heavy  cannon  and  mortars,  not  much 
more  than  half  of  w hich  were  fit  for  use  ; 935  in 
forts,  1,219  in  depot,  150  under  contract  to  be  cast ; 
making  in  all  2,304;  thus  leaving  a deficit  of  1 1, - 
017  pieces,  aside  from  the  navy  and  field  trains. 

He  stated  the  condition  of  the  guns  now  mounted 
in  our  forts;  the  want  of  new  mortars  similar  to 
those  used  by  the  French  in  the  late  siege  and  de- 
molition of  the  castle  of  St.  Juan  de  Ulloa,  in  Mex- 
ico ; and  the  introduction  of  similar  mortars  into 
the  British  service.  He  then  quoted  the  recom- 
mendations of  an  armory  by  various  presidents,  and 
urged  the  measure  with  much  zeal. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  for  the  rising  of  the  com- 
mittee ; which  motion  prevailing,  Hie  committee 
thereupon  rose,  and  reported  the  bills  which  had 
been  acted  upon  to  the  house  ; which,  at  about  halt 


Thursday,  Feb.  28.  After  the  consideration  of 
some  business  vvliieli  shall  be  noticed  in  the  next 
“Register/’  Mr.  Howard,  on  leave,  from  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations,  reported  the  follow- 
ing bill,  accompanied  by  a report,  [to  he  given  in 
our  next  ] 

A BILL  giving  to  the  president  of  the  United  States 

additional  powers  for  the  defence  of  the  United 

States,  in  certain  cases,  against  invasion,  and  for  oihcr 

purposes. 

Re  it  enactedfby  the  senate  and  hawse  of  representatives 
of  ihe  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  the  president  of  the  United  Siates  he,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  resist  any  attempt  on  ihe 
part  of  Great  Britain  to  enforce,  by  arms,  her  claim 
to  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  that  part  of  the  state 
of  Maine  which  is  in  dispute  between  the  United  Slates 
and  Great  Britain  ; and,  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  the 
naval  and  military  forces  of  the  United  States  and  such 
portions  of  the  militia  as  he  may  deem  it  advisable  to 
call  into  service. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  the  event 
of  actual  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
by  any  foreign  power,  or  of  imminent  danger  of  such 
invasion  discovered,  in  his  opinion,  to  exist,  before  con- 
gress can  be  convened  to  act  upon  ihe  subject,  the 
president  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized,  in  addition  to  the  present  saililary  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,  to  raise  a provisional  force, 
to  be  enlisted  for  five  years,  or  during  the  continuance 
of  hostilities  with  any  foreign  power,  not.  exceeding  one 
regiment  of  dragoons,  one  regiment  of  artillery^  two 
regimentsof  riflemen,  and  sixteen  regiments  of  infant- 
ry, lo  be  organized,  in  all  respects,  like  the  correspond- 
ing regiments  now  in  service  ; and,  also,  to  appoint  net 
exceeding  one  major  general,  four  brigadiers  general, 
and  not  exceeding  one  surgeon  and  one  assistant  sur- 
geon for  each  new  regiment;  the  regiments,  general, 
and  medical  officers  to  be  subject  to  the  same  laws 
and  rules,  and  to  be  entitled  to  the  same  benefits,  ofevery 
kind,  with  the  like  corps  and  officers  now  in  service ; and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  discharge  the 
troops  which  may  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  when- 
ever the  occasion  for  them,  as  defined  by  this  act,  shall 
cease  to  exist. 

Sec.  3.  Andie  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  the  event 
of.  either  of  the  contingencies  provided  in  the  first  sec- 
tion, of  this  act,  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  authorized  to  complete  the  public  armed  vessels  now 
airrhorized  bylaw,  and  to  equip,  man,  and  employ,  in 
actual  service,  all  the  naval  force  of  the  United  Slates. 
Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of 

millions  of  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  and 

placed  at  his  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the 
provisions  of  this  act ; to  provide  for  which  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  is  authorized  to  borrow  money  on 
the  credit  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  cause  to  he  is- 
sued certificates  of  slock,  signed  by  the  register  of  the 
treasury, for  the  sum  to  he  borrowed,  or  any  part  there- 
of;, and  the  same  to  he  sold  upon  the  best  terms  that 
may  he  offered  after  public  notice  for  proposals  for  ihe 
same  : Provided,  That  no  engagement  or  contract  shall 
be  entered  into  which  shall  preclude  the  United  Slates 
from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  thus  borrowed  af- 
ter the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  first  of  January 
next;  and  that  the  rate  of  interest  shall  not  exceed  five 
per  cent.,  payable  semi-annually. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of 
eighteen  thousand  dollars  he,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  for  outfit  and  salary  of  a special 
minister  to  Great  Britain  : Provided,  The  president  oi 
the  United  Slates  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  appoint  the 
same. 

Ttie  hill,  as  well  as  the  report,  having  been  read, 
Air.  H moved  that  they  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  stafe  of  the  union,  be  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow  at  11 
o’clock,  and  that  they  be  printed.  A debate  now 
ensued  in  which  Messrs.  Howard,  Mams,  Evans . 
and  Legat  e,  participated.  Finally,  as  an  easy  mode 
of  making  any  alterations  that  might  be  advisable, 
Mr.  Evans  suggested  that  the  report  should  be 
printed  under  the  superintendence  of  the  commit- 
tee. Air.  Howard  accepted  the  suggestion,  and 
modified  his  motion  accordingly;  and,  thereupon, 
the  bill  and  report  were  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  state  o.f  the  union,  were  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow,  (Fri- 
day,) at  11  o’clock,  to  take  precedence  over  all 
other  business,  and  were  ordered  to  be  printed  un- 
der the  superintendence  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs.  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  moved  the  printing  of 
20,000  extra  copies  of  the  hill  and  report,  docu- 
ments, &.c.  but,  on  the  suggestion  of  Air.  Loomis, 
modified  the  motion  to  10,000  ; and,  after  some  few 
remarks,  the  motion  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 
The  house  then  again  went  into  committee ; and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Garland,  (tie  committee  took 
up  the  bill  pending,  for  the  taking  of  the  next  cen- 
sus. l'he  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  R.  Garland 
moved  two  additional  sections,  which  were  agreed 
to.  Various  amendments  were  ottered,  and  some 
progress  had  been  made  in  the  bill,  when,  the  hour 
of  3 having  arrived,  the  house  took  a recess. 
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A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Atlas,  dated 


03-  An  awkward  error  occmred  on  publishing 
Mr.  Price’s  letter  in  our  last.  The  “Intelligencer” 
was  authorized  to  say  that  it  was  addressed  to  his 
son — but  our  compositor  made  us  say  that  they 
were  autl  orized  to  say  it  was  not  addressed  to  that 
individual. 

03- The  bill  which  finally  passed  both. houses  of 
congress  empowering  the  president  to  protect  the 
Maine  border,  is  inserted  in  the  next  page.  We 
will,  herealter,  bring  up  the  journal  ot'  congression- 
al proceedings,  and  publish  the  debates  on  the  ques- 
tion at  length. 

03-  The  annual  general  appropriation  bill  con- 
tains, besides  its  ordinary  items,  the  following 
enactment  for  the  further  security  of  the  revenue 
derived  from  imposts  : 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted , That,  from  and  af- 
ter the  passage  of  this  act,  all  money  paid  to  any  col- 
lector of  ihe  customs,  or  to  any  person  acting  as  such, 
for  unascertained  duties,  or  lor  duties  paid  under  pro- 
test against  the  rate  or  amount  of  duties  charged,  shall 
be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  kept  and  disptsed  of,  as  all  other  money  paid 
for  duties  is  required  by  law,  or  by  regulation  of  the 
treasury  department,  to  be  placed  to  the  credit,  of  the  said 
treasurer,  kept  and  disposed  of,  and  shall  not  beheld  by 
the  said  collector,  or  person  acting  as  such,  to  await  any 
ascertainment  of  duties,  or  the  result  of  any  litigation  in 
relation  to  the  rate  or  amount  of  duty  legally  chargeable 
and  collectable  in  any  case  where  money  is  so  paid. 
But,  whenever  it  shall  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  that,  in  any  case  of  unas- 
certained duty  or  duties  paid  under  protest,  more  money 
has  been  paid  .to  Ihe  collector  or  person  acting  as  such, 
than  the  law  requires  should  have  been  paid,  it  shall 
bo  his  duty  to  draw  his  warrant  upon  the  treasurer  in 
favor  of  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  the  over  pay- 
ment. directing  the  said  treasurer  to  refund  the  same 
out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

C3»  The  twenty-fifth  congress  terminated  on 
Monday  morning  last ; the  house  having  adjourned 
at  about  one  o’clock,  and  the  senate  at  about  three 
o’clock.  Never,  perhaps,  since  the  formation  of  the 
constitution,  has  a session  terminated  which  has 
been  so  little  productive  cf  benefits  to  the  country, 
or  so  rile  with  bad  passions,  miserable  artifices,  and 
all  that  is  offensive  in  party  tactics.  During  the  en- 
tire session,  excepting  a few  days  before  its  close, 
there  seemed  to  be  a total  disregard  of  the  interests 
of  the  people  and  the  government;  and  day  by  day 
has  been  wasted  in  stupid  debates  to  w in  populari- 
ty at  home,  or  wicked  amt  foolish  attempts  to  gain 
party  ascendancy.  As  a consequence  of  this  profli- 
gate waste  of  time,  there  has  been  a frightful  wreck 
of  the  public  business,  and  a vast  amount  of  suffer- 
ing entailed  upon  individuals  whose  rightful  claims 
have  beV-n  deferred  another  year. 

In  speaking  thus,  we  do  not  intend  to  reflect 
upon  either  ot  the  two  parties  in  congress,  for  we 
consider  the  whole  body  liable  to  censure;  but 
upon  that  spirit  which  regards  legislation  more  in 
its  effects  upon  party  interests  than  the  public  wel- 
fare ; for  on  no  question  that  has  been  discussed, 
save  that  which  involved  the  national  honor,  have 
we  seen  any  of  that  old-fashioned  patriotism  which 
took  a broad  and  national  view  of  the  consequences 
of  measures. 

To  give  our  readers  some  idea  of  this  w'aste  of 
time,  we  state,  that  more  than  one  hundred  bills 
which  had  passed  the  senate,  were  not  acted  on  by 
the  house;  and  that  of  the  vast  number  which  had 
been  prepared  by  the  committees  of  the  latter  body, 
with  great  labor,  hardly  a fourth  part  were  finally  act- 
ed on.  Indeed,  in  the  whole  list  of  public  acts  passed, 
there  are  but  few,  if  we  except  the  appropriation 
bill,  the  bill  to  take  the  next  census,  and  the  bill 
in  relation  to  the  north-eastern  boundary,  which 
were  immediately  called  for  by  the  public  interest, 
and  might  not  have  been  postponed  until  the  next 
session. 

The  " Intelligencer”  has  the  following  notice  of 
some  of  the  bills  which  failed  : 

“ The  session  was  closed  long  after  midnight  of  Sttn- 
dav,  the  3J  instant,  the  house  adjourning  at  a quarter 
before  two  o’clock,  the  senate  not  until  after  three 
o’clock,  A.  M.  of  Monday. 

Among  the  acts  which  failed,  may  be  reckoned  as 
first  among  those  which  have  attracted  the  public  atten- 
tion, the  bill  known  as  the  sub-treasury  bill ; which,  af- 
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ter  passing  the  senate,  was  suffered  to  lie  on  the  table  of 
the  other  house  till  the  close  of  the  session,  without  its 
friends  venturing  so  far  as  even  to  make  a motion  lor 
its  consideration. 

In  the  list  of  acts  passed  during  the  late  session,  the 
reader  will  find  none  making  appropriations  for  fort  fi- 
cations,  or  for  the  support  of  the  military  academy. 
The  appropriations  for  these  objects  were  incorporated 
in  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army  for  1839.  An  appropriation  is  also  contained  in 
that  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  Niagara,  Oswego,  and 
Plattsburg  frontier;  and  an  appropriation  of  ®80,000 
for  the  defence  of  the  western  frontier  is  included  in 
the.  Indian  appropriation  bill. 

The  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  post  office 
departme:  t are  included  in  the  civil  appropriation  act. 
No  post-road  act  was  passed  at  this  session. 

No  act  for  building  or  completing  light  houses  was 
passed.  The  bill  for  that  purpose  which  passed  the 
senate  was  never  even  read  in  the  house. 

Neilhcr  was  any  act  for  the  improvement  of  harbors 
passed  this  session. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  continuation 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  after  passing  the  senate,  failed 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  notwithstanding  the 
strenuous  exertions  of  its  friends  to  procure  for  it  a 
hearing  at  least.  On  Sunday  night,  Mr.  Rariden  got  a 
motion  before  the  house  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  that  bill,  but  his  motion  was  negatived.” 

Delaware.  The  legislature  of  this  state  had 
adjourned  without  electing  a senator  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Bayard.  We  will  give  all  the  proceedings  in 
relation  to  this  omission  hereafter. 

Duties  on  imports.  The  following  “circular 
to  collectors,  naval  officers,  and  surveyors,”  has 
been  issued  by  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  : 

Treasury  department, 
Comptroller's  office,  March  4,  1839. 

The  recent  session  of  congress  having  terminated 
without  the  passage  of  an  act  proposed  by  this  depart- 
ment, explanatory  of  the  various  conflicting  provisions 
of  existing  laws  in  regard  lo  the  classification  of  several 
descriptions  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States;  and  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
having  lately  pronounced  an  opinion  in  respect  to  one 
of  the  principal  species  of  goods,  heretofore  the  subject  of 
great  diversity  or  opinion,  it  has  been  deemed  expedient 
and  proper  by  this  office  to  avail  itself  of  the  occasion 
so  far  to  modify  existing  instructions  as  to  make  them 
conform  to  the  judicial  decision  in  reference  not  only  to 
the  article  of  merchandise  specially  the  subject  of  the 
recent  suit,  but  to  all  those  articles  also  which  clearly 
come  within  the  spirit  of  the  law  as  expounded  by  the 
court. 

The  supreme  court  has  declared  that  silk  hosiery  is 
free  from  duty,  under  the  act  of  2d  March,  1833. 

By  the  application  of  the  principle  established  by  the 
court,  it  follows  as  a necessary  consequence  that  mils, 
gloves,  bindings,  millinery,  ready-made  clothing,  and 
all  other  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  is  the 
component  material  of  chief  value,  coming  from  this 
side  of  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  except  sewing  silk,  are 
also  exempt  from  duty. 

The  opinion  of  the  court  being  maintained,  in  part 
upon  the  position,  that  the  second  clause  of  the  second 
section  of  the  duty  act  of  1832,  except  only  as  it  respects 
ready-made  clothing,  has  exclusive  reference  to  articles 
of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  is  a component  part,  it  fol- 
lows, in  accordance  with  this  opinion,  that  niits,  gloves, 
and  bindings,  when  composed  wholly  or  in  part  of  wool, 
are  chargeable  with  the  duty  of  25  per  centum,  as  spe- 
cified in  that  section  ; when  of  other  material,  (except 
silk.)  according  to  the  material  of  which  they  are  com- 
posed, as  leather  30  per  cent.,  cotton  25  per  cent. 
Ready-made  clothing,  being  separated  from  lite  general 
operation  of  the  principle  here  applied,  stands  as  an  in- 
dopendentspecification,  subject  to  a duty  of50  per  cent., 
whatever  may  lie  the  fabric,  and  exempted  from  duly 
only  when  of  silk,  by  the  operation  of  the  act  of  March, 
1833. 

Your  practice  in  future  will  be  regulated  by  these 
opinions.  All  instructions  from  this  department  not 
consistent  therewith  being  necessarily  superseded,  and 
in  cases  in  which  you  have  received  duties,  paid  tinder 
protest,  on  any  of  the  articles  now  declared  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  duty,  you  will  refund  the  said 
duties  to  the  owners  of  the  goods. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARK  11 R , comptroller. 

Northeastern  frontier.  The  news  in  otir  last 
from  the  frontier,  was  from  Augusta,  under  date  ot 
the  25th  ult.  We  ha  ve  since  gathered  the  follow- 
ing items  of  intelligence : 


Augusta,  Me.,  Feb.  28,  says — 

The  last  of  the  troops  drafted  from  this  division 
who  have  been  called  into  active  service,  left  here 
this  morning.  They  are  to  proceed  forthwith  to 
the  disputed  territory. 

A letter  was  received  in  this  town  last  evening  da- 
ted at  Houllon,  the  26th  instant,  which  says,  that 
five  companies  of  British  troops  had  gone  up  the 
St.  Johns.  A part  of  the  militia  of  the  province 
had  been  called  into  the  service  of  her  majesty. 
Some  of  them  were  stationed  at  Woodstock.  A 
gentleman  who  left  Houlton  on  Monday  last,  rep- 
resents that  the  proceeding  in  our  legislature  and 
the  letter  of  gov.  Fairfield  to  sir  John  Harvey,  had 
created  great  excitement  in  the  province.  Apart 
of  gen.  Hodsdon’s  detachment  reached  Houlton  on 
Tuesday. 

Orders  were  issued  yesterday  calling  about  a 
thousand  more  of  our  militia  into  the  service  of 
the  state. 

On  the  1st  instant  letters  from  Houlton  were  re- 
ceived at  Bangor,  a distance  of  120  miles,  in  10 
hours  and  25  minutes,  by  the  line  of  videttes  estab- 
lished between  the  two  places.  One  of  them  is 
from  colonel  John  L.  Ilodsdon,  and  communicates 
the  important  intelligence  that  a regiment  of  800 
Fusiliers  had  arrived  at  Halifax  from  Cork,  and 
were  ordered  to  be  at  Frederickfon  on  Wednesday 
last,  and  to  proceed  forthwith  to  the  disputed  terri- 
tory. 

It  also  states  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  cut  a 
road  from  seven  to  twenty-five  miles  for  the  Maine 
troops  to  join  Mr.  Jarvis’s  force,  which  road  must 
at  one  point  approach  within  a few  rods  of  the  un- 
disputed boundary,  at  which  point  it  was  anticipa- 
ted there  must  be  a brush  with  the  British.  It  was 
also  supposed  that  a reinforcement  of  American 
troops  would  be  ordered  very  soon. 

Another  letter  from  Houlton  states  that  col.  Web- 
ster, one  of  the  persons  taken  with  Mr.  Mclntire, 
had  arrived  there  from  No.  10,  with  the  information 
that  Jarvis’  force  had  thrown  up  a fort  near  Fitz- 
herbert’s.  The  letter  also  says,  that  col.  Webster 
reports  the  arrival  of  500  British  troops  from  Que- 
bec, at  Madaw'aska  village — having  been  ordered  to 
New  Brunswick  before  the  difficulties  commenced. 

The  detachment  sent  by  Mr.  Jarvis  to  the  Fish 
river,  had  broken  up  a camp  of  lumbering  trespas- 
sers, making  5 men,  4 horses  and  8 oxen  prisoners. 
Another  account  says  11  men  and  all  their  teams. 

Most  of  the  troops  under  general  Hodsdon  had 
arrived  at  Houlton  ; another  1,000  under  general 
Batchelder  were  on  their  way  thither,  and  another 
1,000  had  received  orders  to  march  ; making  in  all 
about  3,700  concentrated,  or  soon  to  be  in  the  dis- 
puted territory. 

Sir  John  Harvey  had  sent  an  express  to  sir  John 
Colborne.  Three  companies  of  regulars  were  quar- 
tered at  Woodstock.  The  Maine  papers  sav  the 
British  troops  were  strongly  disposed  to  desert,  and 
that  a strong  guard  of  provincial  militia  was  sta- 
tioned between  Woodstock  and  Houllon,  to  pre- 
vent the  regulars  from  slipping  over  the  line. 

The  Boston  Mercantile  of  Monday  evening  states 
that  it  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  in  Maine, 
that  the  got  eminent  of  that  state  will  not  relin- 
quish her  claim  to  the  jurisdiction  over  (be  dispu- 
ted territory — but  will  retain  possession  with  a mi- 
litary force — in  spite  of  the  protocol.  The  Port- 
land Advertiser  says  “ we  say  this,  and  we  do  but 
speak  the  language  of  the  whole  slate  of  Maine, 
that  we  will  not  yield  vp  the  possession  of  the  Aroos- 
took to  any  earthly  power." 

By  an  extra  of  the  Bangor  Mechanic  and  Farmer, 
dated  2d  March,  (Saturday,)  we  learn  that  a gentle- 
man from  Woodstock  reports  that  the  militia  are 
gathering  on  the  frontier.  Only  140  regulars  were 
at  Woodstock,  with  7 pieces  of  artillery. 

A correspondent  of  the  Boston  Courier,  tinder 
date  of  Houlton,  Feb.  27th,  says  there  was  then 
raging  a violent  snow  storm,  which  it  was  thought' 
would  impede  the  progress  of  the  six  or  eight  hun- 
dred militia  of  Bangor  on  their  march  to  Houlton. 

The  Portland  Courier  of  Friday  evening  says — 

“ Gov.  Fairfield’s  answer  to  sir  John  Harvey’s 
letter,  in  which  sir  John  Harvey  claims  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory,  created 
something  of  a stir  at  Frederickfon ; in  less  than 
an  hour  after  it  was  received,  a special  message  was 
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on  its  way  to  Washington  with  despatches  to  the 
British  minister.” 

A letter  in  the  Boston  Atlas  of  Monday,  dated  in 
the  senate  chamber  of  Maine,  at  Augusta,  March  2d, 
(protably  from  a Maine  senator,)  says  : 

“I  speak  advisedly , when  I say  that  if  the  com- 
templated  visit  of  general  Scott  to  Maine  is  only  to 
persuade  a withdrawal  of  our  troops  from  the  dispu- 
ted territory,  or  a relinquishment  of  our  present  posi- 
tion, he  might  as  well  stay  away.  I repeat  that  I speak 
advisedly  when  I say  this.  It  may  appear  as  strong 
language,  but  I say  from  my  heart,  that  I had  rather 
see  our  state  delugcdin  blood , and  every  field  bleach- 
ed with  thebones  of  our  citizens,  than  that  we  should 
retrace  our  footsteps  and  submit  to  British  arrogance. 
Yes,  the  “ glorious  stars  and  stripes”  must  wave  on 
the  line,  and  we  must  speak,  if  necessary,  with  the 
cannon’s  mouth  to  the  British  minions,  “thus  far 
shalt  thou  come  and  no  farther.” 

The  Boston  Atlas  of  Tuesday  contains  the  follow- 
ing letter  from  its  correspondent,  dated 

Bangor,  Saturday,  March  2,  1839. 

We  are  again  in  the  midst  of  excitement.  The 
information  from  the  frontier  which  I forwarded  to 
you  last  night,  and  the  intelligence  by  this  morning’s 
mail  of  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  cabinet,  in  congress 
and  among  the  people  at  Washington,  have  aroused 
to  greater  intensity  the  interest  of  our  citizens  in  the 
all  absorbing  subject,  and  given  irnpluse  to  curiosity, 
inquiry,  discussion  and  speculation.  Bulletins  and 
extras  are  issued  and  hawked  about  the  street  and 

Eosted  up  in  public  places.  At  no  time  before 
ave  we  felt  the  probability  of  a general  war  to  be 
so  great.  The  people  of  this  state  will  be  rejoiced 
if  the  general  government,  as  there  is  now  reason  to 
believe,  will  approve  and  aid  and  make  common 
cause  with  them  in  the  struggle  they  have  commen- 
ced. Yet  would  they  much  more  rejoice,  enthusi- 
astic and  excited  as  they  are,  if  the  difficulty  could 
be  terminated  honorably  without  bloodshed. 

No  express  has  arrived  to  day,  and  there  is  no 
news  of  importance  from  the  east.  A draft  from  the 
7th  division  is  on  the  way  to  Calais — it  amounts  to 
890  men,  and  220  light  infantry  and  riflemen  from 
the  5th  division  are  ordered  to  meet  at  Portland  on 
Monday  and  proceed  at  once  to  Augusta,  and  a new 
draft  from  the  5th,  6th  and  8th  divisions  of  1,000  is 
ordered,  of  which  a part  are  to  assemble  at  Augusta 
on  Wednesday  next.  It  is  reported  that  the  lour  men 
captured  on  Fish  river  by  Mr.  Jarvis’s  detachment  as 
trespassers,  have  produced  permits  from  the  provin- 
cial authorities.  This  I believe  is  from  good  authori- 
ty. If  correct,  it  shows  the  self  .constituted  guardi- 
ans of  our  territory  in  no  very  favorable  light,  and 
proves  that  Maine  has  come  of  age  and  assumed  the 
manly  toga  none  too  early. 

P.  S.  8 o’clock,  P.  M.  Since  writing  the  above, 
Mr.  English,  who  brought  sir  John  Harvey’s  first 
letter  to  gov.  Fairfield,  ha3  passed  through  town  with 
a communication  from  sir  John  to  the  governor.  Re- 
port says  it  contains  some  proposition  in  regard  to  a 
conventional  line.  Nous  Verroos. 

The  schooner  Eleanor  Jane  arrived  at  Boston,  on 
Saturday,  having  left  St.  Johns,  N.  B.  on  the  pre- 
ceding Sunday.  The  captain  informed  the  Boston 
Atlas  that  the  whole  militia  of  the  province  had 
been  ordered  out  by  sir  John  Harvey. 

Part  of  the  69th  regiment,  which  arrived  at  Hali- 
fax, a few  days  ago,  embarked  on  the  20th  for  con- 
veyance to  the  frontier. 

The  Nova  Scotia  Royal  Gazette  is  very  belli- 
gerent. We  copy  the  following  paiagraph  : 

“Nothing  can  justify  this  conduct  of  Maine. 
Great  Britain  holds  sovereignty  over  the  district 
which  has  been  invaded,  and  will  as  firmly  defend 
it  as  she  would  any  other  part  of  the  empire.  Still 
we  are  anxious  that  this  boundary  story  should  be 
brought  to  a close  in  some  way  or  other.  AVe  would 
have  no  unsettled  accounts  with  the  United  States, 
for  the  only  friendship  they  have  for  us  is  that 
which  rests  on  commercial  cupidity.” 

A New  Brunswick  paper  winds  up  an  angry  ar- 
ticle upon  the  subject  of  the  border  difficulties, 
with  the  following  remarks  upon  the  course  which 
it  will  be  the  duty  of  Great  Britain  to  pursue  in  case 
of  anv  invasion : 

“ Whenever  such  an  infringement  is  made,  from 
that  moment  the  commencement  of  hostilities  be- 
tween the  two  countries  may  be  dated,  and  although 
1 we  cannot  pretend  to  boast  with  our  western  neigh- 
bors, yet  we  are  greatly  mistaken  if  such  a war, 
brought  about  by  the  self-willed  and  misguided  poli- 
cy of  Maine,  does  not  end  in  leaving  the  United 
States  with  a ruined  trade — crippled  commerce — 
mouldering  cities — and  a tree,  but  disunited  and 
distracted  people  ?” 

General  Scott,  accompanied  by  major  Ripley,  and 
captains  Anderson  and  Keyes,  reached  Boston  on 
Saturday  morning  on  his  way  to  the  northeastern 
frontier.  We  learn  from  the  Boston  Evening  Ga- 
zette that  general  S.  was  introduced  to  governor 


Everett  in  the  council  chamber,  who  addressed  him 
substantially  as  follows : 

General:  I take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  you  to 
the  members  of  the  executive  of  Massachusetts.  I need 
not  say  that  you  are  already  well  known  to  them  by  re- 
putation. They  are  familiar  with  your  fame,  as  it  is  re- 
corded on  some  of  the  most  arduous  and  honorable 
fields  of  the  country’s  struggles.  We  rejoice  in  meet- 
ing you  on  this  occasion,  charged  as  you  are  with  a 
most  momentous  mission,  by  the  presidentof  the  United 
States.  We  are  sure  you  are  entrusted  with  a duty 
most  grateful  to  your  feelings — that  of  averting  an  ap- 
peal to  arms.  We  place  unlimited  relianee  on  your 
spirit,  energy,  and  discretion.  Should  you  unhappily 
fail  in  your  efforts,  under  the  instructions  of  the  presi- 
dent to  restore  harmony,  we  know  that  you  go  equally 
prepared  for  a still  more  responsible  duty.  Should  that 
event  unhappily  occur,  1 beg  you  to  depend  on  the  firm 
support  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

The  answer  of  the  general  was  happy  and  appro- 
priate— he  concluded  by  saying  that  the  executive 
of  the  United  States  had  full  reliance  upon  the 
patriotism  and  public  spirit  of  Massachusetts,  in 
any  emergency  which  might  arise. 

The  Boston  Transcript  of  Monday  evening  says  : 

“ Major  general  Scott  and  suite  left  town  to  day,  at 
12  M.  Tor  the  east.  The  general  expected  to  re- 
ceive despatches  from  Washington,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  non-arrival  of  the  mail,  concluded  to 
proceed  without  them.'” 

The  following  resolutions  w’ere  reported  in  the 
Massachusetts  senate,  by  the  committee  to  which 
governor  Everett’s  message  was  referred  : 

Resolved,  That  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  rela- 
tion to  the  northeastern  boundary,  as  communicated  to 
the  executive  of  this  commonwealth  by  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  Maine,  furnishes  a strong  reason  for  again 
asserting  our  rights,  and  for  re-affirming  the  position 
heretofore  assumed  by  the  legislature  of  this  state 
against  the  unwarrantable  claims  of  Great  Britain,  and 
in  favor  of  strong  and  vigorous  measures  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  for  a speedy  adjustment  of 
the  existing  difficulties  in  such  a manner  as  shall  protect 
Massachusetts  and  Maine  in  the  possession  of  the  large 
tract  of  territory  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783. 

Resolved,  That  the  active  measures  authorized  by  a 
resolve  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maine,  passed 
January  25,  1839,  for  the  prevention  of  depredations 
upon  the  lands  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  were  re- 
quired by  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  and  a wise  regard 
for  the  preservation  of  their  interests  in  those  lands,  and 
were  similar  in  character  to  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  land  agents  of  Massachi. setts  and  Maine  in  Oc- 
tober last,  and  recognized  and  approved,  through  their 
agent,  by  the  government  of  the  province  ofNcw 
Brunswick. 

Resolved,  That  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  to  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  the  whole  of  the  disputed  territo- 
ry, as  recently  asserted  by  the  lieut.  governor  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  his  avowal  of  a determination  to  sus- 
tain that  claim  by  a military  force,  and  his  denial  of  the 
right  of  the  state  of  Maine  to  protect  from  the  lawless 
depredations  of  trespassers,  the  lands  which  have  long 
been  in  the  posstssion  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine, 
call  loudly  for  the  immediate  interference  of  die  federal 
government;  and  that  the  crisis  has  now  arrived,  when 
the  honor  of  the  nation  demands  the  adoption  of  deci- 
sive measures  for  the  protection  of  Iter  citizens,  and  for 
the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  two  of  the 
members  of  our  confederacy. 

Resolved,  That  this  commonwealth  will  co-operate 
with  the  state  of  Maine  in  ali  constitutional  measures  for 
the  preservation  of  the  interests  of  both  states  in  the  lands 
in  the  disputed  territory,  and  for  the  speedy  adjustment 
of  the  existing  controversy. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  reques- 
ted to  transmit  a copy  of  these  resolutions  to  tlie  ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  and  of  the  state  of  Maine, 
and  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  con- 
gress. 

It  will  be  seen  from  (he  following  ersolves,  (hat 
the  British  claim  of  exclusive  jnrisd'Ctron  over  (he 
disputed  territory,  is  not  so  novel  as  some  persons 
have  supposed  it. 

Resolves  concerning  the  northeastern  territory  of 
the  United  States,  claimed  by  Great  Britain. 

Whereas,  a large  tract  of  die  northeastern  territory  of 
the  United  States,  belonging,  in  common  to  the  states 
of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  and  lying  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  former  state,  has,  for  many  years  past,  in  con- 
sequence of  a claim  of  Great  Britain,  been  surrendered  to 
the  exclusive  custody  of  the  British  government ; and 
whereas,  it  appears  from  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislature,  of  this  commonwealth,  to 
make  personal  examination  into  the  state  of  our  public 
lands,  that  great  inconvenience  and  gross  abuses  have 
resulted,  from  so  valuable  a portion  of  our  domain  being 
left  in  the  beeping  of  agents  over  whom  they  have  no  con- 
trol. 

Therefore,  resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives in  general  court  assembled.  That  in  the  opin- 
ion of  this  legislature,  it  is  due  to  the  rights  and  interests 
of  Massachusetts,  that  measures  should  betaken  by  the 
executive  of  the  United  States  to  secure  a speedy  settle- 
ment of  this  long  protracted  controversy,  so  that  these 
States  maybe  reinstated  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  prop- 
erty which  was  so  long  in  ilieir  undisputed  possession, 
and  which  is  so  indisputably  theirs. 


Resolved,  That  in  case  there  be  a prospect  of  further 
unavoidable  delay  in  the  settlement  of  this  controvetsey, 
it  is  essential  to  the  ends  of  justice,  that  measures  should 
be  taken  by  the  executive  of  the  United  Sta'esto  obtain 
representation  of  the  interests  and  rights  of  Maine  and 
Massachusetts,  in  the  agency  and  guardianship  of  the 
territory  in  question. 

Resolved,  That  iiis  excellency,  the  governor,  is  here- 
by requested  to  transmit  a copy  of  these  resolutions  to 
the  executive  of  the  United  States,  to  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  congress,  and  to  the  governor  of  the 
state  of  Maine. 

In  senate,  March  1,  1836. 

Passed — sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Horace  Mann,  qiresidcnt. 


FOREIGN  INVASION. 

AN  ACT  giving  to  the  president  of  the  United  States 
additional  powers  for  the  defence  of  the  United 
States,  in  certain  cases,  against  invasion,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  congress  assembled. 
That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be,  and  lie 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  resist  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  to  enforce,  by  arms,  her  claim 
to  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  that  part  of  the  state 
of  Maine  which  is  in  dispute  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  ; and,  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  the 
naval  and  military  forces  of  the  United  States  and  such 
portions  ot  the  militia  as  he  may  deem  it  advisable  to 
call  into  service. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  militia 
when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by 
virtue  of  tins  acr,  or  of  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  union,  suppress  insurrections,  repel  invasions,  and 
to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes,”  may, 
if  in  the  opinion  of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
the  public  interest  require  it,  be  compelled  to  serve  for 
a term  not  exceeding  six  months  after  the  arrival  at  their 
place  of  rendezvous,  in  any  one  year,  unless  sooner 
discharged. 

Sec.  3.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  the  event 
of  actual  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
by  any  foreign  power,  or  of  imminent  danger  of  such 
invasion  discovered,  in  his  opinion,  to  exist,  before  con- 
gress can  be  convened  to  act  upon  the  subject,  the 
president  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  auhorized,  if  he  deem  the 
same  expedient,  to  accept  the  services  of  ary  number  of 
volunteers  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand,  in  the  manner 
provided  for  in  an  act  entitled  “ An  act  authorizing  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  services  of 
volunteers,  and  to  raise  an  additional  regiment  of  dra- 
goons or  mounted  riflemen,”  approved  May  23,  1836. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  the  event 
of  either  of  the  contingencies  provided  for  in  this  act,  the 
president  of  the  United  States  shall  be  authorized  to  com- 
plete the  public  armed  vessels  now  authorized  by  law, 
and  to  equip,  man,  and  employ,  in  actual  service,  all  the 
naval  force  of  the  United  States ; and  to  build,  purchase, 
or  charter,  arm,  equip,  and  man  such  vessels  and  steam- 
boats on  the  northern  lakes  and  rivets  whose  waters  com- 
municate with  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  as  he 
shall  deem  necessary  to  protect  the  United  States  from 
invasion  from  that  quarter. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  and 
placed  at  his  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the 
provisions  of  this  act ; to  provide  for  which  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  is  authorized  to  borrow  money  on 
the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  to  cause  to  be  is- 
sued certificates  of  stock,  signed  by  the  register  of  the 
treasury,  for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  or  any  part  there- 
of; and  the  same  to  be  sold  upon  the  best  terms  that 
may  be  offered  after  public  notice  for  proposals  for  the 
same:  Provided,  That  no  engagement  or  contract  shall 
be  entered  into  which  shall  preclude  the  Untied  Slates 
from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  thus  borrowed  af- 
ter the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  first  of  January 
next;  and  that  the  rate,  ol  interest  shall  not  exceed  five 
per  cent.,  payable  semi-annually. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  of 
eighteen  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  for  outfit  and  salary  of  a special 
minister  to  Great  Britain  : Provided,  The  president  of 
the  United  States  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  appoinrthe 
satne- 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the  event 
of  either  of  the  contingencies  provided  for  in  the  first 
and  third  sections  of  this  act,  the  president  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  authorized  to  apply  a part  not  exceeding 
$1,000,000  of  the  appropriation  made  in  this  act,  to  re- 
pairing or  arming  fortifications  along  the  seaboard  and 
frontier. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever 
ntilitia  or  volunteers  are  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  they  shall  have  the  organization  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  receive  the  same 
pay  and  allowances. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  in  force  until  the  end  of 
sixly  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  first  session  of  the 
next  congress,  and  no  longer. 

James  K.  Polk, 

Speabcr  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

AYm.  R.  King, 

President  pro  tern,  of  the  senate. 
Approved,  March  3,  1830. 

M.  Van  Buren. 
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LETTER  FROM  MR.  PRICE. 

To  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

House  of  representatives,  Feb.  28,  1S39. 

Gentlemen  : On  the  26tli  instant,  after  the  se- 
lect committee  on  the  late  defalcations  had  conclu- 
ded its  lanors  and  ordered  its  report  to  be  matte,  1 
received  the  enclosed  letter  from  VVm.  M.  Price.  1 
am  assured  that  the  letter  is  genuine,  and  therefore 
send  it  to  you  for  publication.  I have  no  other 
way  of  complying  with  his  request  to  “ put  his 
plea”  upon  “the  record.”  R spectfully, 

Henry  A.  Wise. 

Paris,  February  2,  1839. 

Sir:  By  a letter  this  day  received  iroin  Wash- 
ington, I learn  that,  on  the  27th  day  of  December 
last,  you  stated  on  the  tloorof  congress  that  you  had 
been  informed  : 

1st.  That  1 had  sold  a bond  given  to  the  United 
States  in  the  sum  of  $53,090  for  $‘30,000,  in  order 
to  get  gold  for  it. 

2d.  That  I had  taken  with  me  to  Liverpool  $100,- 

000  in  gold. 

And,  3d.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had 
made  inquiry  into  mv  accounts,  and  found  a deficit 
of  $40,000. 

The  first  and  second  items  of  your  informant  ap- 
pear to  have  been  stated  as  matters  of  fact. 

So  help  me  God,  sir,  some  villain  has  abused  you 
with  the  most  malignant  misrepresentations.  1 
never  sold  a bond  giv,  n to  the  United  Slates  in  the 
sum  of  $50,000,  or  any  other  sum,  for  $30,000,  or 
any  other  amount,  in  order  to  get  gold  for  it,  or  for 
any  other  purpose.  In  either  farm  or  substance,  the 
assertion  is  infamously'  untrue,  “ sine  aliquo  alio 
vestimento.” 

Equally  untrue  is  it  that  I carried  with  me  to  Liv- 
erpool $100,000  in  gold.  1 never,  at  any  one  in- 
stant of  my  life,  had  in  my  possession  a tithe  part  of 
such  amount  of  gold.  I purchased  in  Wall  street, 
the  day  preceding  my  departure,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  sterling  in  gold;  and  that  was  all  the 
gold  I purchased,  exchanged,  procured,  or  had  in 
my  possession  at  the  time  of  my  departure. 

As  to  the  third  item,  to  wit,  that  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  had  made  inquiry  into  my  accounts  and 
found  a deficit  of  $40,000,  I can  only  say  that  he 
must  have  done  so,  then,  with  his  proverbial  accu- 
racy. He  is  not — he  could  not  have  been  at  that 
time  in  possession  of  my  credits.  Then,  how  dare 
a sworn  accounting  officer  of  the  government  make 
the  debit  side  only  of  an  account  the  evidence  by 
which  he  would  prove  me  to  be  a defaulter. 

I have  not,  of  course,  my  accounts  here  forexam- 
ination,  but  I would  be  both  legally  and  equitably 
entitled  to  allowances  which  would  probably  be  de- 
nied to  me  at  the  treasury. 

Of  such  description  1 will  present  to  you,  from 
memory,  one  or  two,  out  of  very  frequently  occur- 
ring cases,  in  the  course  of  what  was  called  the 
panic  : 

Mr.  Woodbury,  during  that  year,  directed  me  to 
prosecute  to  collection  the  b mds  of  New  York  banks 
and  New  York  merchants  to  the  amount  of  several 
millions  of  dollars.  By  the  general  bankruptcy  it 
would  pr  >duce,  I entreated  him  not  to  enforce  his  or- 
ders. At  the  request  of  the  board  of  trade  of  New 
York,  I repaired  to  Washington  to  slay  file  mischief. 

1 succeededin  my  object,  and  was  instructed  to  ne- 
gotiate with  the  parties.  I allude  especially  to  the 
Dry  Dock  bank  of  New  York,  and  the  Bank  of 
Brooklyn,  whose  bonds  amounted  to  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars.  A?  aftorimy  ofthe  United  States 
I had  repeated  interviews  with  those  institutions  ; 
the  indulgence  they  asked  was  granted,  and  they 
honorably  discharged  their  indebtedness  to  the  gov- 
ernment. 1 was  not  a salary  officer,  and  there 
could  have  been,  in  such  proceedings,  no  costs  of 
suit.  The  secretary  holds  all  like  services  to  be 
gratuitous,  and  I presume  he  means  to  insist  upon 
a jury  ofthe  country  dissenting  horn  his  construc- 
tion of  allowance  at  the  treasury. 

I had  not,  sir,  at  the  time  of  his  statement  of  my 
accounts,  been  three  weeks  absent  from  my  coun- 
try, and,  yet,  within  that  time,  Mr.  Woodbury, 
without  that  decent  notice  which  the  law  of  every 
state  gives  to  the  most  unquestionable  absent  debtor, 
upon  an  ex  parte  inquiry  adjudges  me  to  be  a de- 
faulter. Sir,  it  is  untrue.  A just  allowance  of  my 
claims  upon  the  department  will  entitle  me  to  a bal- 
ance over  and  above  all  amounts  received  by  me 
from  debtors  of  the  government. 

Although  the  several  millions  ofdues  transmitted 
to  me  for  collection  in  the  course  of  the  last  five 
years,  should  make  my  compensation  appear  to  be 
immense,  still,  the  law  which  has  allowed  such 
rates  of  compensation  to  others  must  until  altered 
or  repealed,  secure  it  to  me. 

It  i>  mighty  easy  to  charge  high  crimes,  espe- 
cially from  high  places,  but,  before  Mr.  Woodbury 
pronounced  me,  “ upon  inquiry  into  my  accounts,” 


for  five  years,  to  be  a defaulter,  he  should  have  re- 
collected his  letter  addressed  to  me  within  the  Iasi 
six  months,  approving,  in  almost  lulsome  terms  oi 
approbation,  my  official  conduct  during  the  term  o 
my  appointment.  He  will,  I hope,  favor  you  witl 
a perusal  ofthe  draught. 

If,  “ upon  inquiry,”  he  then  understanding!}'  ap- 
proved my  whole  course  in  office,  he  has  been  cru- 
elly precipitate  in  his  late  conclusion  ; or,  if  he  paid 
me  the  compliment  without  an  examination  ot  my 
affairs,  it  is  valueless,  and  he  is  welcome  to  it  a 
gain.  If  he  can  so  abstract  himself  from  the  gene- 
ral confusion  of  his  official  concerns  as  to  allow  in> 
the  credits  to  which  I am  justly  entitled,  I will 
stand  at  least  wholly  absolved  fiom  the  indebted- 
ness he  has  charged. 

My  motives  for  the  resignation  of  my  office  and 
coining  hither  will,  in  due  season,  be  deemed  un- 
questionably correct. 

I am  not  here  upon  departure  from  any  official  re- 
sponsibility. I am  here  upon  matters  of  great  pri- 
vate moment  to  invselfand  family,  and  I will,  upon 
any  issue  the  treasury  may  tender,  absolve  myself, 
in  the  judgment  of  every  just  man,  from  any  wrong 
done  to  it. 

I claim,  sir,  from  your  sense  of  justice,  that 
while  debating  upon  the  postulates  above  referred 
to,  you  will,  at  least,  permit  me  to  put  my  plea  on 
record. 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  M.  PRICE. 

Henry  A.  Wise,  esq. 

MESSRS.  DUNCAN,  STANLY  AND  SLADE. 

We  give  below  the  communication  from  Dr.  Dun- 
can, of  Ohio,  published  in  the  “Globe”  of  the  19th 
ult.  and  read,  cm  the  motion  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  in  I he 
house  of  representatives  on  the  21st  ult.;  with  let- 
ters from  Messrs.  Slade  and  Stanly  in  reference 
thereto,  published  in  the  Intelligencer.  The  speech- 
es of  Messrs.  Prentiss,  Menelee,  and  others,  shall 
also  have  a place  in  our  pages  as  soon  as  they  are 
ready  for  the  press. 

From  the  Globe. 

On  the  16th  and  17th  January  last,  I made 
some  remarks  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  the 
resolution  to  appoint  a committee  to  inquire  into  the 
defalcations  of  Samuel  Swart  wont,  which  re-marks 
were  soon  after  published  in  the  Globe,  and  have 
since  been  published  in  pan  ph let  form.  Mr.  Stanly, 
of  North  Carolina,  followed  me  in  reply'.  At  the 
commencement  of  his  remarks,  lie  insinuated  I hat  I 
was  an  abolilionist.  I promptly  pronounced  the  in- 
sinuation a base  falsehood,  and  a foul  detraction, 
whether  it  dwelt  upon  the  lips  of  the  unprincipled 
calumniator  or  floated  on  the  breeze  in  the  corrupt, 
poisonous,  and  slanderous  federal  sheds  of  the  day. 
My'  intention  al  Ihe  time  was  to  instill  the  member. 
So  he  understood  ine.  So  all  who  heard  me  under- 
stood me.  My'  meaning  was  ilial  the  member  was  a 
base  liar  and  a foul  calumniator;  and  the  only 
reason  that  he  was  indirectly  thus  denounced,  was 
because  the  rules  of  ihe  house  prohibited  me  from 
doing  it  directly,  without  laying  my-self  liable  to 
its  censure  All  this,  too,  was  well  understood  at 
the  time;  and  fortius  intended  and  well  understood 
insult,  I hehl  myself  in  readiness  to  give  the  mem- 
ber any  satisfaction  which  he  might  have  the  moral 
courage  to  seek.  But  no  disposition  to  seek  for  re- 
dress was  manifested  within  Ihe  time  I had  a right 
'o  expect  it,  or  within  the  tune  it  might  be  expected 
from  a man  who  had  any  regard  for  his  honor  or  re- 
putation. So  I was  disposed  to  let  the  member  go 
for  what  I believe  him  to  be.  a mean  poltroon  and  a 
base  liar ; and  which  I believe  he  may  at  any  time, 
and  in  any  place,  be  pronounced  with  impunity. 

Some  ten  or  twelve  days  after  making  the  remarks 
to  which  I allude,  I saw  a communication  in  the 
National  Intelligencer,  occupying  the  space  of  four 
or  five  columns  of  that  paper,  purporting  lo  be  “ the 
reply  of  Mr.  Stanly,  of  North  Carolina,  to  Dr. 
Duncan.”  I was  surprised  to  see  a reply  of  such 
length.  I w'as  not  present  all  the  time  the  member 
was  speaking.  I was  present,  as  I have  stated,  when 
he  commenced.  I was  present  when  he  finished, 
and  his  last  remark  was,  “ I have  detained  the 
house  not  more  than  fifteen  minutes.”  I thought  he 
was  correct  as  to  the  time  he  occupied  the  floor — 
(a  short  time  in  which  to  make  a speech  occupying 
four  and  a half  columns  of  one  of  the  largest  news- 
paper sheets. ) 

Leave  is  sometimes  asked  of  the  house  to  write 
out  a speech  which  there  may  not  be  time  lo  make, 
and  the  privilege  is  generally  granted.  This  is  an 
accommodation  to  the  house  and  to  the  country 
whose  business  is  permitted  to  progress.  But,  in  all 
cases  of  this  kind,  Lave  of  Ihe  house  ought  to  In 
obtained,  and  a no‘  ice  of  the  fact  ought  to  accompany 
the  written  speech.  It  i=  mean  and  basely  di-hono 
rablp,  and  it  is  a falsehood  and  a fraud  practised  upon 
the  community,  to  promulgate  a speech  purporting 


ro  have  been  delivered  on  the  floor  ol  congress  which 
icver  was  there  spoken,  on  any  other  conditions 
'ban  by  the  leave  and  with  the  notice  which  I have 
named. 

I say  that  the  speech  published  in  the  Nalional 
Intelligencer  of  the  4th  instant,  purporting  to  be  “ the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Stanly’,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Duncan,” 
never  was  delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives 
nor  any  otlipr  place,  except  through  Ihe  polluted 
columns  ol  Ihe  corriif  t,  bank  boughi,  servile  and  de- 
graded sheet,  through  which  it  makes  its  appear- 
ance; therefore,  its  veiy  caption  or  title  contains  a 
base  falsehood,  and  a mean  attempt  at  fraud  and  im- 
position upon  Ihe  public.  Its  w hole  body  is  a tissue 
of  misrepresentations,  unmanly  insinuations,  and 
low  vulgarity,  worthy  of  the  man  that  can  be  charged 
will)  base  falsehood  and  foul  detraction  with  in, pu- 
li.ty.  In  older  to  know  dial  I could  not  be  mistaken 
as  to  Ihe  lime  the  member  occupied  in  bis  attempt 
m reply  to  me,  and  lo  ascertain  some  oilier  facts,  of 
which  I will  soon  speak,  I addressed  Ihe  following 
notes  to  the  gentlemen  whose  names  are  prefixed, 
to  which  I received  the  subjoined  answers  : 

House  of  representatives, 

February  9,  1839. 

Sir:  If  you  were  present  on  the  17th  January, 
1839,  when  Mr.  Stanly,  of  North  Carolrha,  replied 
to  some  remarks  made  by  me  on  the  resolution  to 
appoint  a committee  to  inquire  irdo  the  defalcations 
of  Samuel  Swartwout,  will  y ou  have  the  goodness 
to  state  what  time  Mr.  Slanly  occupied  in  making 
his  reply  ? Whether  Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  did,  or 
did  not,  hand  him  (Stanly)  a paper  containing  my 
answerto  some  abolition  interrogatories,  and  whether 
Mr.  Slade  did,  or  did  not,  point  out  to  Mr.  Slanly 
smh  passages  of  said  answer  as  Mr.  Stanly  exhib- 
ited in  Ins  reply. 

Your  attention  to  this  will  much  oblige  your 
friend,  A.  DUNCAN. 

Hon.  H.  L.  Turney. 

House  of  representatives, 
February  — , 1839. 

Sir  : I have  received  your  note  of  the  9th  of  this 
month,  arid  in  answer  thereto  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that  I was  in  my  seat  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on  the  17th  ol  January  last.  I heard 
your  speech  delivered  in  the  house  on  that  day,  on 
the  subject  to  which  you  refer,  and  the  reply  there- 
to of  the  lion.  Mr.  Stanly  of  North  Carolina,  on  the 
same  day.  I did  not  lax  my  recollect  ion  with  the 
precise  time  occupied  by  Mr.  St  an  I v in  making  his 
reply,  but  my  impression  is  it  did  not  exceed  fiiteen 
ortweiity  minutes. 

In  Ihe  course  of  Mr.  Stanly's  remarks,  I under- 
stood him  lo  make  allusions  to  a letter  which  he  al- 
leged had  been  written  by  you  on  the  subject  of 
abolitionism.  He  regretted  that  he  had  not  the  let- 
ter to  read  to  the  house.  In  a few  seconds  alter 
this,  my  attention  was  directed  lo  Mr.  Stanly  by 
some  gentlemen  who  sat  near  me,  and  w ho  called 
my  attention  to  (lie  fact,  that  Mr.  Slade  wasprompt- 
i tig  Mr  Stanly,  by  pointing  oul  to  him  ceilain  parts 
of  your  letter,  to  be  read  by  him  to  the  house.  I 
have  no  knowledge  how  or  from  whom  Mr.  Stanly 
received  the  letter  above  referred  to. 

I am,  sir,  respectfully  yours,  &e. 

II.  L.  TURNEY. 

Hon.  A.  Duncan. 

House  of  representatives, 

he  binary  9,  IS39. 

Sir  : Were  you  in  the  house  on  the  17th  Janua- 
ry, 1839,  when  1 made  some  remarks  on  the  reso- 
lution providing  for  the  appointment  of  a committee 
to  inquire  into  Tie  defalcations  of  Samuel  Swart- 
wont,  or  weie  you  present  when  Mr.  Stanly,  of 
North  Carolina,  replied  to  me  ? If  so,  will  you  be 
so  good  as  to  state,  first,  if  Mr.  Slade  of  Vermont 
did,  or  did  not,  hand  him  (Slanly)  a paper  contain- 
ing my  letter  in  answer  to  some  abolition  interroga- 
tories? Second,  state  whether  Mr.  Slade  did,  or 
did  not,  stand  by  him  (Stanly)  and  prompt  or  point 
out  such  passages  of  said  letter  as  were  exhibited  in 
bis  reply?  Third,  will  you  state  what  time  Stanly 
occupied  in  bis  reply,  and  whether  or  no!  Hie  great- 
er portion  of  that  time  was  occupied  in  reading  por- 
tions of'  the  letter  above  alluded  to  ? 

Your  attention  to  this,  will  much  oblige. 

Yours,  &c.  A.  DUNCAN. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Bynum. 

Washington  city,  10//i  Feb.  1S39. 

Sir  ; In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  9th  instant,  and 
the  questions  therein  contained,  I can  only  say  that 
I was  present,  and  beard  the  concluding  part  of 
your  remarks  cn  the  occasion  alluded  to ; after 
which.  I saw  Mr.  Stanly  rise,  and  heard  his  reply. 

! did  not  see  Mr.  Slade  hand  Mr.  Slanly  the  pa- 
per containing  your  letter  oil  the  subject  of  aboli- 
tion. Mr.  Slade  has  informed  me  since,  however, 
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that  he  did  hand  Mr.  Stanly  such  a paper  at  the 
time  alluded  to  by  you. 

While  Mr.  S.  was  speaking,  I saw  Mr.  Slade 
standing  by,  or  behind  Air.  Stanly,  pointing,  as  I 
thought,  at  different  paragraphs  in  the  paper  held  by 
Mr.  S.  As  to  the  last  question,  I think  I heard  Mr. 
Stanly  say,  in  concluding  his  few  remarks,  that  he 
had  not  addressed  the  house  more  than  fifteen  min- 
utes, and  I think  that  about  the  time  he  did  speak. 

With  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  BYNUM. 

The  lion.  A.  Duncan. 

House  of  representatives, 

February  9,  1839. 

Sir  : Were  you  in  the  house  on  the  17th  Janua- 
ry, when  I made  some  remarks  on  the  resolution 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  defalcations  of  Samuel  Swartwout, 
or  were  you  present  during  the  time  that  Mr.  Stan- 
ly replied  to  me?  If  so,  will  you  be  so  good  as 
to  state  the  time,  as  near  as  possible,  or  as  well  as 
you  can  recollect,  that  he  (Stanly)  occupied  in  his 
reply.  Your  early  answer  will  much  oblige  your 
friend,  A.  DUNCAN. 

To  hon.  Ely  Moore. 

House  of  representatives, 

February  12,  1839. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  interrogatories  contained  in 
your  communication  of  the  9th  inst.,  I will  state 
that  I was  in  the  house  at  the  time  referred  to,  and 
heard  the  remarks  both  of  Mr.  Stanly  and  yourself. 
The  time  occupied  by  Mr.  S.  in  his  reply  to  you,  did 
not,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  exceed  fifteen 
minutes. 

Very  respectfully, 

ELY  AIOORE. 

Hon.  A.  Duncan. 

I think  I am  sustained  in  the  fact  which  I have 
asserted,  viz : that  “the  speech  of  Air.  Stanly,  of 
North  Carolina,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Duncan,”  &c.  never 
was  made  in  the  house  of  representatives,  or,  if 
made,  must  have  been  made  in  the  short  space  of 
“ fifteen  minutes  /”  But  even  all  that  time  was  not 
occupied  in  making  the  speech  purporting  to  be 
the  reply  to  Dr.  Duncan.”  When  I charged  upon 
the  member  a base  falsehood,  &c.,  for  making  the 
insinuation  which  he  did,  some  part  of  the  fifteen 
minutes  was  occupied  in  denying  that  he  had  in- 
sinuated that  I was  an  abolitionist.  Here  is  where 
the  member  showed  the  white  feather.  That  de- 
nial was  but  a squirming  from  under  the  responsi- 
bility of  answering  in  an  honorable  way  the  charge 
of  being  guilty  of  base  falsehood.  A part  of  the 
balance  of  these  precious  fifteen  minutes,  (and  a 
great  part,  too,)  was  occupied  in  reading  garbled 
extracts  from  a letter  which  I wrote  in  answer  to 
some  abolition  interrogatories  propounded  to  me 
shortly  before  my  re-election.  The  member  first 
regretted  that  he  had  not  the  letter  in  his  posses- 
sion ; but  it  was  soon  furnished.  Who  furnished 
it?  Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont.  Ah  1 Mr.  Slade,  I am 
happy  to  meet  you  on  this  board  of  exposition-  1 
have  been  talking  all  this  time  about  (to  use  a vul- 
gar phrase)  “the  little  end  of  nothing;”  a thing 
that  requires  the  use  of  a telescope  to  see  if  it  be 
at  any  considerable  distance;  hardly  the  ninth  part 
of  a man  ; a thing  now  out  of  time  and  out  of  place ; 
a tiling  that  the  Almighty  never  intended  for  any 
other  purpose  than  the  use  of  the  bodkin,  shears, 
and  thimble.  But  you,  sir,  are  a man  six  feet  five 
in  your  shoes  I feel  a freedom  in  talking  to  you  ; 
and,  in  order  to  have  a lull  and  ample  case,  I will 
splice  the  member  from  North  Carolina  to  you,  and 
for  a short  time  will  consider  you  one  person,  or  in 
“ cahoot,”  and  in  that  capacity  I will  hold  myself 
responsible  to  you  for  all  I say. 

You  profess  to  be  an  abolitionist ; religiously, 
morally,  patriotically,  and  civilly,  a modern  aboli- 
tionist; even  so,  I have  been  told,  to  amalgamation- 
ism.  You  furnished  the  member  from  North  Ca- 
rolina, did  you,  with  my  answer  to  the  abolitionists, 
from  which  to  read  garbled  extracts  ? You  stood  at 
his  elbow',  did  you,  prompting  him,  and  pointing 
out  suitable  passages  of  my  letter,  to  enable  him  to 
make  an  anti-abolition  speech,  and  attach  to  my 
name  that  of  abolitionism  ? Only  think  of  this  ! A 
rank  abolition  whig  from  the  north  in  “ cahoot ” 
with  a rank  anti-abolition  whig  from  the  south,  in 
exposing  the  pernicious  doctrine  contained  in  a let- 
ter which  deprecates  slavery  in  the  abstract,  or, 
rather,  a northern  abolition  whig  making  a conve- 
nience and  a parrot  of  a southern  anti-abolitionist, 
through  which  to  expose  the  dangerous  tendencies 
of  an  expression  of  hostility  to  slavery  in  the  ab- 
stract, and  its  effects,  without  regard  to  time  or 
place  ! What  base  sophistry  ! what  black  hypoc- 


risy ! what  political  swindling  for  base  and  corrupt 
party  purposes  1 

Yes,  black  hypocrisy,  take  it  as  you  may.  If  I 
am  an  abolitionist,  why  should  the  member  from 
Vermont  lend  himself  to  make  me  odious  to  the 
slaveholding  people  ? Or,  if  the  member  from  Ver- 
mont is  sincere  in  his  profession  of  abolitionism, 
why  is  he  assisting  and  prompting  an  anti-abolition- 
ist to  expose  opinions  of  mine,  to  the  prejudice  ol 
the  principles  of  his  faith?  If  the  member  from 
North  Carolina  is  sincere  in  his  professions  of  anti- 
abolitionism,  why  does  he  permit  himself  to  be  made 
the  tool  of  an  avowed  abolitionist  ? All  this  un- 
natural connection  is  well  understood.  Abolition- 
ism and  whiggery,like  twin  brothers,  walk  hand  and 
hand  here  arid  every  where  else.  There  is  not  an 
ism  on  eaith,  however  degraded,  that  wbiggery  will 
not  take  by  the  hand.  Here  we  have  the  evidence 
of  the  submission  and  acknowledgment  into  which 
the  member  from  North  Carolina  was  either  kicked 
or  coaxed  by  party  discipline,  evidenced  by  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  by  which  the  member  from  North  Ca- 
rolina is  made  publicly  to  retract  a charge  which  he 
had  made  against  the  member  from  Vermont,  and 
to  declare,  publicly,  that  he  (Stanly)  believes  that 
the  open,  avowed,  and  reckless  abolitionist  (Slade) 
“ means  no  harm  to  the  south.”  But  read  the  let- 
ter. Here  it  is  : 

TO  THE  EDITORS. 

Washing  Ion,  Dec.  14,  1838. 

Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton:  In  the  Intelligencer  of 
this  morning  I find  the  following  roport : 

“ Mr.  Slade  introduced  the  following  resolution  : 

“ Whereas  there  exists,  and  is  carried  on  between 
the  ports  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  other  ports  ot 
the  United  States,  and  under  the  sanction  of  the  laws 
thereof,  a trade  in  human  beings,  whereby  thousands 
. of  them  are  annually  sold  and  transported  from  said 
District  to  distant  parts  of  the  country,  in  vessels  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  the  United  States  : and  whereas, 
such  trade  involves  an  outrageous  violation  of  human 
rights,  is  a disgrace  to  the  country  by  whose  laws  it  ts 
sanctioned,  and  calls  for  the  immediate  interposition  of 
legislative  authority  for  its  suppression  : 

“Therefore,  to  tire  end  that  all  obstacles  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject  may  be  removed,  and  a reme- 
dy for  the  evil  speedily  provided, 

“ Resolved , Tiiatso  much  of  the  fifth  of  the  resolu- 
tions on  the  subject  of  slavery,  passed  by  this  house  on 
the  11th  and  12th  of  the  present  month,  as  relates  to 
‘ the  removal  of  slaves  from  state  to  state,’  and  prohibits 
the  action  of  this  house  ou  ‘every  petition,  memorial, 
resolution,  proposition,  or  paper,  touching’  the  same, 
be,  and  hereby  is,  rescinded.” 

After  which,  it  is  reported  that  “ Mr-  Dawson  called 
for  the  reading  of  the  resolution  ; w'hich  haying  been 
again  read,  Mr.  Stanly  said  he  wished  to  introduce  an 
amendment.  The  chair  said  it  was  not  now  in  order, 
the  resolution  not  yet  being  in  the  possession  of  the 
house.” 

When  Air.  Slade’s  resolutions  were  read,  and  I heard 
the  words  “outrageous  violation  of  human  rights’’  and 
“ disgraceful’’  applied,  as  I thought,  to  the  slaveholding 
states,  and  to  North  Carolina  as  one  of  them,  I could 
not  repress  the  indignation  I felt  at  such  language.  It 
was  under  the  influence  of  this  excitement  that  I wished 
to  “ introduce  an  amendment,”  when  the  “ chair  said 
it  was  not  now  in  order.’’ 

The  amendment  1 wished  to  introduce  was  in  the 
words  following: 

'“Resolved,  That  said  resolution  is  disrespectful  in  its 
language,  and  outrageously  insulting  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  slaveholding  slates;  that  it  is  calculated  to 
provoke  and  irritate  the  members  from  said  states ; and 
i hat  the  consideration  of  said  resolution  would  be  an 
“ outrageous  violation’’  of  the  respect  due  to  the  slave- 
holding states,  and  would  necessarily  tend  to  weaken 
the  bonds  of  otir  union. 

“ Resolved , That  the  said  resolution  is  ‘digracefui’  to 
the  member  who  presents  it,  as  it  evinces  a total  dis- 
regard of  the  feelings  of  the  representatives  of  the  slave- 
holding stales  of  this  union,  and  does  not  deserve  to  be 
considered  by  the  house.” 

But  the  rules  of  order,  different  at  different  times, 
prevented  me  from  introducing  this  amendment,  and  I 
do  not  now  regret  it,  as  the  resolution  was  not  consid- 
ered by  the  house,  as  I have  been  since  satisfied  that, 
though  the  language  sounded  harshly  to  the  ears  of  a 
representative  from  the  south,  nothing  offensive  was 
intended,  and  I write  this  note  now  that  my  constitu- 
ents may  be  informed  what  my  amendment  was; 
waiting  for  an  hour  of  leisure,  when  I will  inform  them 
more  fully  why  it  was  that  I did  outvote  upon  the  reso- 
lutions recently  offered  by  a member  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

I have  good  reasons  for  refusing  to  join  in  the  misera- 
ble farce  which  has  been  played  by  the  instruments  of 
party  in  the  house  of  representatives  during  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  last. 

Oblige  me  by  publishing  this  note. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

EDWARD  STANLY. 

Comment  on  this  leller,  it  would  seem,  is  unne- 
cessary. The  resolution  of  the  member  from  Ver- 
mont not  only  strikes  at  the  root  of  every  interest 
the  southern  states  have  in  the  institutions  of  sla- 
very, but  it  uses  the  most  degrading  and  abusive 


language  that  a foul  tongue  could  express,  or  a 
poisoned  pen  record  ; and  so  the  member  from 
North  Carolina  virtually  expresses  himsc-ll ; but, 
either  from  being  whipped  into  the  traces  by  force 
of  party  discipline,  or  from  cowardice  unworthy  a 
; son  of  the  south,  whose  heart  ought  to  be  in  her 
interests,  and  her  reputation  his  boast,  he  is  lorccd 
to  the  degrading  public  acknowledgment  that  no- 
thing offensive  to  the  south  was  intended  by  the 
member  from  Vermont!  I think,  as  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  will  understand  this  matter,  it  is 
useless  for  me  to  expand  upon  it. 

But  a word  irt  relation  and  in  justice  to  myself. 
A few  days  prior  to  my  re-election,  several  inter- 
rogatories were  propounded  to  me  on  the  subject  of 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  I,  probably  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  an- 
swered them  without  time  for  reflection,  or  oppor- 
tunity for  examination;  but  lam  to  say  that,  oil 
mature  examination,  I have  not  one  word,  con- 
tained in  that  letter,  to  take  back,  as  it  regards 
slavery  in  the  abstract  or  abolitionism.  When  I 
wrote  that  letter  I felt  as  I wrote.  I wrote  as  I 
now  feel,  ai.d  as  I hope  always  to  feej  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  in  the  abstract,  and  as  thousands 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  best  men  the 
world  ever  produced,  have  thought,  and  now  think, 
both  in  free  and  in  slave  states. 

A'ly  remarks  in  that  letter  were  made  with  re- 
ference to  slavery  in  all  time,  present,  past,  and 
future,  and  without  reference  to  any  particular 
realm,  kingdom,  empire,  or  republic  ; and'I  now 
say,  that  the  man  who  will  otherwise  express  him- 
self lo  this  general  view'  of  the  subject  ol  slavery  in 
the  abstract,  is  no  philanthropist, is  no  friend  to  hu- 
man liberty,  and  would  be  unworthy  the  proud 
name  of  an  American. 

My  objections  to  modern  abolitionism  are  strong- 
ly expressed  in  the  same  letter.  I there  deprecate 
it  as  disorganizing  in  its  tendencies — in  violation  of 
the  compact  by  which  the  union  was  brought  into 
existence,  and,  if  persisted  in,  will  endanger  its  dura- 
tion. My  official  course  since  has  been  in  accordance 
with  the  view  I then  entertained  of  it.  I voted  to 
suspend  the  rule  for  the  admission  of  Air.  Atherton’s 
resolutions,  for  the  object  and  contents  of  which  I 
refer  the  reader  to  the  journals  cf  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives for  the  present  session  of  congress.  A 
motion  for  adjournment  was  then  made  by  Air.  Bell, 
at  the  early  hour  of  half  past  one  o’clock,  P.  AI.  evi- 
dently for  the  puipose  of  defeating  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions.  I voted  against  the  adjournment; 
but  the  member  from  Aorlh  Carolina  (Mr.  Stanly) 
voted  in  favor  of  the  adjournment.  I voted  through- 
out for  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  with  the  ex- 
ception ot  the  last  division  of  the  last  resolution, 
which  goes  to  prevent  the  reading,  printing  and  re- 
ference of  petitions  on  the  subject  of  abolitionism. 
This  I thought  impolitic,  and  well  calculated  to 
multiply  petitions  and  pet i ti t ion ers  on  this  vexed 
question,  because  such  a disposition  never  fails  to 
raise  the  cry  of  persecution.  I also  thought  that 
such  a disposition  of  petitions  was  a violation  of  the 
right  of  petition  as  secured  by  the  constitution  ; for 
surely,  to  prevent  and  refuse  legislative  action  upon 
them,  is  virtually  to  prostrate  the  right  to  petition. 
To  recognise  the  right  to  petition  congress  to  abol- 
ish slavery  in  the  District  ol  Columbia,  (which  con- 
gress does  by  receiving  petitions  for  that  purpose,) 
and  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  act,  refuse 
them  the  usual  legislative  action,  is  worse  than  con- 
temptuous mockery  of  the  right  lo  petition. 

I hold  tbit  the  people  have  a right  to  petition 
congress  for  the  redress  of  every  grievance  not  for- 
bidden by  the  constitution.  I hold  that  the  people 
are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  the  judges  of  what 
they  shall  petition  congress  for  ; arid  I hold  it  follows, 
as  a corollary,  that  congress  is  bound  to  give  peti- 
tions the  proper  and  usual  direction,  to  the  end  that 
they  may  receive  that  legislative  action  which  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  intended  they  should, 
when  they  secured  inviolate  the  right  of  petition. 
It  seems  to  me  that  good  policy  and  a sound  inter- 
pretation of  theconstitution  require  thatsuch  should 
be  the  disposition  of  all  pelitions. 

I voted  for  Mr.  Atherton’s  resolutions,  because  I 
thought  the  reserved  and  constitutional  rights  of  the 
southern  states  demanded  their  adoption.  I voted 
for  them  because  I thought  the  peace  a id  quiet  of 
the  country  required  it.  I voted  tor  them,  because, 
as  I have  before  said,  I think  the  practical  operation 
of  the  principles  of  modern  abolitionism  would  be 
more  fatal  to  the  unfortunate  African  than  even 
slavery  itself  as  it  at  present  exists  in  the  United 
States  ; and,  therefore,  I can  consider  modern  aboli- 
tionism in  no  other  light  than  as  mistaken  philan- 
thropy. I voted  for  their  adoption,  because  I am 
not  clear  that  congress  has  any  such  power  over  the 
District  of  Columbia,  as  to  abolish  slavery  within 
its  limits.  But  above  all,  I voted  for  them,  because 
I think  the  perpetuity  of  this  Union,  and  the  dura- 
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tio.'i  ol'onr  institutions  required  that  they  should  all 
be  adopted,  with  the  exception  oh  that  part  oh  the 
last  resolution  which  I belore  excepted. 

I say  I stood  by  and  sustained  these  resolutions, 
voting  hor  them  against  all  the  efforts  to  deheat  them 
by  the  opposition  ; but  where  was  the  member 
from  iN’oilh  Carolina  at  this  trying  moment  ? I 
have  examined  the  journals ; the  name  of  Edward 
Stanly  is  not  to  be  louud.  Where  was  he,  1 ask, 
when  the  northern  democracy  rallied  almost  to  a 
man  to  put  at  rest  a question  that  was  shaking  the 
institutions  oh  his  state  Irom  their  centre  to  their 
circumference,  and  endangering  the  very  existence 
of  t tie  union  itself?  1 repeat,  where  was  the  mem- 
ber at  tins  responsible  crisis?  Was  he  at  his  post, 
sustaining  the  interests  of  his  state,  which  he  said 
on  one  occasion  not  long  since,  had  “ grown  with  his 
growth  ! ! strengthened  with  his  strength  ! No,  he 
was  not  at  his  post.  He  was,  spaniel-like,  skulking 
from  his  duty  and  his  post,  at  the  nod  oh  party  dis" 
cipline  ; but,  when  backed  and  prompted  by  the 
abolitionist,  Slade,  he  assumed  all  the  pertness  oh  a 
whiifet,  hissed  on,  puppy-like,  to  do  that  which  a 
bigger  dog  had  not  the  courage  to  attempt. 

But  to  conclude,  people  oh  Norlh  Carolina,  (hor 
this  paper  may  find  its  way  to  you,)  what  do  you 
think  of  your  representative,  who  lias  attempted  to 
practise  a base  fraud  and  a mean  deception  upon 
you,  by  promulgating  a speech  among  you,  pur- 
porting to  have  been  delivered  by  him  in  the  house 
ot  representatives,  which  never  was  delivered,  and 
though  a disgrace — delivered  or  written — to  any 
man  but  the  member  from  North  Carolina,  lie  has 
neither  the  moral  courage  nor  the  talent  to  deliver  ? 
What  do  you  think  oh  your  representative,  who. 
has  patiently  stood  to  he  charged  with  base  false- 
hood and  foul  detraction  with  impunity,  and  who, 
to  skulk  from  the  responsibility  of  resenting  such 
an  insult,  has  basely  denied  I hat  which  every  word 
written  in  that  which  he  is  pleased  to  call  his  sppech, 
bears  evidence,  thus  adding,  I repeat,  base  false- 
hood to  mean  cowardice?  What  do  you  think  of 
your  representative  who  has  skulked  from  the  sup- 
port of  measures,  (I  mean  Atherton’s  resolutions,) 
introduced  for  the  purpose  of  putting  to  rest  that 
dangerous  question,  modern  abolitionism,  so  emi- 
nently calculated  to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmo- 
ny ol  ttiis  union,  arid  to  prostrate  or  shake  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  member’s  state,  whose  interests  have 
“grown  with  his  growth!  !!  and  strengthened  with 
his  strength  ! ! !” 

But,  above  all,  what  do  you  think  of  your  repre- 
sentative,  who  lias  permitted  himselhto  he  made  the 
tool,  the  catspaw,  the  thing,  the  automaton,  and  the 
parrot,  through  which  an  open  and  avowed  aboli- 
tionist should  make  an  anti-abolilion  speech  ? An 
anti  abolition  speech  through  your  representative  ! 
and  that,  too,  by  an  abolitionist ! yes,  arid,  I be- 
lieve, an  amalgamation  abolitionist,  too ; a man 
who  has  spent  or  evaporated  thousands  of  dollars 
on  the  floor  of  congress  in  efforts  to  establish  prin- 
ciples and  laws  subversive  of  your  institutions,  in 
violation  of' your  reserved  rights  as  a state,  and  dis- 
organizing, if  not  destructive,  to  the  union,  and  so 
far  as  amalgamation  is  concerneed,  or  is  a part  of 
his  creed,  degrading  to  the  American  character. 
This  is  the  man  from  whom  your  representative 
receives  promptings,  papers,  and  dictations,  to  fix 
upon  me  the  character  oh  an  abolitionist  ! and  to  ex- 
pose the  horrors,  injustice,  and  dangers  of  modern 
abolitionism  ! 

1 coneliideby  saying,  that  if  the  speech  in  the  In- 
telligencer, which  purports  to  be  “ the  reply  of  Mr. 
Stanly  ol  North  Carolina  to  Dr.  Duncan,”  had  been 
delivered,  and  had  the  member  suspended  the  pre- 
vious question  which  he  held  and  which  he  refused 
to  suspend,  this  communication  would  have  appeal- 
ed in  the  form  of  a reply,  which  would  have  been 
made  lo  all  he  really  did  say;  but  as  it  was,  1 
thought  it  due  to  myself,  to  those  who  may  read 
this  paper,  and  to  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice,  to 
make  the  above  expose. 

Further  this  deponent  sai 111  not. 

A DUNCAN. 

House  of  representatives, 

February  12,  1829. 

Sir:  Inaletter  written  by  me  in  answer  to  some 
interrogatories  propounded  to  me  on  the  subject  of 
abolitionism,  by  a number  of  members  of  the  anti- 
slavery  society  in  the  district  I have  the  honor  to 
represent,  I deprecate  slavery  in  the  abstract;  and 
I attempt,  to  some  extent,  to  describe  the  effects  it 
has  upon  the  institutions  and  prospects  of  those 
countries  and  states  where  it  exists.  I also,  in  the 
same  letter,  deprecate  modern  abolitionism  as  dan- 
gerous and  disorganizing.  subversive  of  the  reserv- 
ed rights  of  the  slave  states,  and  calculated  to  en- 
danger the  union,  8cc.  All  in  that  letter  that  I said 
in  relation  to  slavery,  was  intended  to  apply  to  sla- 
very in  the  abstract;  also  to  apply  to  slavery 


and  its  effects  in  all  time  past,  present  and  fu- 
ture. I gave  no  locations  My  objections  and 
descriptions  were  ol  tile  most  general  character.  I 
see  in  aspeech  published  in  theNational  Intelligen- 
cer, purporting  to  be  a speech  made  by  “ Mr.  Stan- 
ly of  North  Carolina,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Duncan,  &c.” 
lie  is  made  to  ask,  in  substance,  if  the  ruin  and 
desolation,  &.C.  w hich  i describe  ill  the  letter  above 
named,  applies  to  your  district,  &c.  You  are  made 
to  respond,  “ No;  it  is  a foul  libel,  a base  slander 
upon  my  constituents  and  upon  my  state.”  If  you 
made  sucli  a remark,  l did  not  hear  it,  or  I would 
have  responded  to  it  at  the  time.  I presume  you 
made  it.  Now,  sir,  ihyou  read  my  letter,  you  must 
have  seen  that  my  objections  to  slavery  have  refer- 
ence to  slavery  in  the  abstract,  and  applied  to  sla- 
very, as  I have  before  said,  in  all  time;  and  my  de- 
scription of  its  effects  had  no  location.  You  had  no 
right  to  suppose  that  my  description  of  the  effects 
of  slavery  applied  to  your  state,  or  your  district, 
where  it  is  well  known,  it  is  a matter  of  history 
creditable  to  your  state,  that  slavery  exists  in  its 
mildest  and  most  unexceptionable  form.  I say.  if 
you  had  read  my  letter,  you  would  have’ hail  no 
grounds  to  warrant  the  remark  you  are  said  to  have 
made.  Ifyou  never  read  the  letter,  and  know  noth- 
ing of  its  contents,  only  from  the  base  and  unmanly 
manner  in  which  its  garbled  fragments  have  been 
exhibited,  yon  were  w holly  unjustifiable  in  your  re- 
mark. You  made  the  remark  under  the  broad  and 
protective  shield  of  parliamentary  privilege.  You 
have  not  the  moral  courage  to  lace  me,  or  any  other 
man,  and  make  such  a remark,  without  the  protec- 
tion of  such  a privilege.  It  is  a shield  and  privi- 
lege under  which  many  a puppy,  in  man’s  shape, 
has  taken  refuge. 

I think  your  remarks  were  unwarranted,  uncall- 
ed for,  ami  unprovoked.  And,  sir,  oil  my  own  re- 
sponsibility, and  without  claim  to  privilege,  per- 
mit me,  by  way  of  offset  and  compromise,  to  re- 
ciprocate the  remark  by  another,  which  I think 
better  founded  in  truth — that  is,  that  you  are  a liar 
and  a scoundrel,  and,  permit  me  to  add,  also,  that 
ill  my  opinion,  you  are  better  qualified  to  adorn  the 
gambler’s  board,  the  brothel,  and  the  dogger)’,  than 
the  halls  of  congress. 

A.  DUNCAN. 

To  William  Southgate,  esq. 

House  of  representatives, 

February  IS,  1829. 

Sir:  In  Ihe  remarks  which  I made  in  Ihe  house 
of  representatives  on  the  17th  January.  1839,  on  ihe 
resolution  to  appoint  a committee  to  investigate  the 
defalcations  of  Samuel  Swart  wont,  I exposed  the 
names  of  several  government  defaulters,  and  the 
several  amounts  tor  which  they  were  in  default,  and 
the  offices  which  they  held  under  which  the  defalca- 
tions occurred.  In  my  expositions  I was  governed 
by  the  official  reports  and  records  of  the  different 
government  departments.  Among  them  I found  the 
name  of  Robert  B.  Randolph,  acting  purser  in  the 
navy,  reported  to  be  a defaulter  to  t he  amount  of 
$'25,000,  or  upwards.  Since  the  publication  of  the 
remarks  above  referred  to,  I have  seen  a communi- 
cation addressed  to  me  through  the  Alexandria  Ga- 
zelte,  (a  paper  published  in  tiie  district  of  Columbia,) 
signed  Robert  B Randolph,  denying  that  he  is  a 
public  defaulter,  as  he  has  vouchers  loshow,  &c. 

I hope  Ihe  statement  of  Mr.  Randolph  is  true.  It 
w ill  give  me  great  uneasiness,  if  I have  done  him  in- 
justice. I have  not  the  slightest  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Randolph,  nor  have  I any  practical  knowledge 
of  his  defalcations  whatever.  If  I have  done  him 
injustice  in  the  exposition  I have  made,  it  will  give 
me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  my  error  in  as 
public  a mariner  as  I have  made  the  exposition. 
Will  you  have  tile  goodness  to  inform  me,  without 
delay,  what  the  relations  of  Mr.  Randolph  are  with 
the  government  in  reference  to  the  defalcations  re- 
ported by  your  department 5 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)  A.  DUNCAN. 

To  the  fourth  auditor. 

Treasury  department,  fourth  auditor’s  office, 
February  19,  1839. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  this  dale,  inquiring  “what  Ihe  e- 
lations  of  Mr.  Robert  B.  Randolph  are  with  the  go- 
vernment, in  reference  to  the  defalcations  reported 
by  the  treasury  department,”  and  to  state,  in  reply, 
that  the  account  of  Mr.  Randolph,  as  acting  purser 
of  the  frigate  Constitution,  was  settled  and  closed  in 
this  office,  in  the  month  of  October,  1828  ; that  in 
February,  1833,  he  wa9  recharged  with  items  for 
which  he  had  been  erroneously  credited  in  the  pre- 
vious settlement,  amounting  lo  $25,229  17 ; and 
that  by  a subsequent  allowance  for  pay  and  rations  to 
19th  April,  1833,  the  balance  against  him  was  re- 
duced to  $25,097  83,  in  which  sum  lie  appears,  by 


the  books  of  this  office,  still  to  be  indebted  to  the 
United  States. 

I have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  O.  DAYTON. 

To  the  hon.  Alex.  Duncan, 

House  of  representatives. 

House  of  representatives, 

February  19,  1S39. 

Sir:  If  you  were  fourth  auditor  of  the  treasury 
department  at  the  time  Robert  B.  Randolph  was 
purser  in  the  navy,  will  you  have  ihe  goodness  to 
state  to  me  whether  Mr.  Randolph  was,  or  was  not, 
a public  defauller.  If  lie  was  a defaulter,  please 
state  lo  what  amount  he  so  appeared.  It  is  alike 
due  to  myself,  as  it  is  to  Mr.  Randolph,  that  this  in- 
formation should  be  furnished  me.  Will  you  please 
give  it  your  immediate  attention  ? 

I am  yours, 

With  high  respect, 

A.  DUNCAN. 

Hon.  A.  Kendall. 

Washington,  Feb.  18,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  just  received  ) our  letter  of  this  date. 
I was  not  lorn t!i  auditor  at  the  time  Rubert  B.  Ran- 
dolph was  an  acting  purser  in  the  navy,  nor  did  I 
settle  his  account  for  that  service;  but  1 settled  the 
account  of  his  predecessor  in  the  pursership,  who 
had  died  at  sea  ; and  in  the  course  of  that  duty  dis- 
covered that  Mr.  Randolph  had  received  a large  sum 
of  public  money  left  by  the  deceased  purser  on  board 
of  his  ship,  with  which  he  had  had  never  been 
charged,  and  other  properly,  public  and  private,  for 
which  he  did  not  appear  to  have  accounted.  The 
amount  was  accordingly  charged  to  him  on  the  books 
ot  the  fourth  auditor,  where,  I suppose,  the  charge 
s'.ill  stands. 

Mr.  Randolph  denied  his  indebtedness,  alleging 
that  he  had  paid  away  the  money  on  account  of  his 
predecessor,  and  taken  the  vouchers  in  his  name,  but 
could  produce  no  proof  which  would  entitle  him  to 
credits  in  the  accounting  office.  It  was  the  opinion 
of  a court  of  inquiry,  called  in  his  case,  that  lie  had 
applied  a portion  of  the  money  in  the  way  he 
alleged,  and  that  he  was  justly  indebted  for  the 
balance. 

I write  from  memory  and  cannot  particularize. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hon.  A.  Dvr, can. 

I have  been  induced  to  make  the  inquiries  and 
exposures  here  exhibited,  in  consequence  ot  the  fol- 
low ing  communication,  viz : 

To  the  hon.  A,  Duncan,  of  Ohio. 

In  a speech  which  has  been  published,  said  also  lo 
have  been  delivered  by  you,  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, I find  that  you  have  classed  me  among  ihe  public 
defaulters.  However  much  you  may  be  in  favor  of 
abolition  “ in  the  abstract,”  I beg  that,  hereafter,  you 
will  not,  in  making  use  of  my  name,  abolish  the  truth. 

I am  no  defaulter,  as  the  documents  in  my  possession 
will  show.  It  may  suit  your  creed,  sir,  to  stand  up  in 
your  place,  and,  with  brazen  front,  defame  honest  and 
honorable  men  ; but  you  shall  not  use  your  “privilege  ’ 
where  I am  concerned,  w ithout  receiving  a proper  con- 
tradiction. You  have  quite  enough  to  do,  to  defend  the 
peculations  and  frauds  of  your  political  friends — those 
who  steal  millions  and  up  stakes  ior  England,  as  well  as 
those  who  steal  thousands,  and  remain  at  anchor  here 
— without  calumniating  innocent  persons.  I therefore 
recommend  to  you  a little  caution  in  yeur  future  har- 
angues. 

R.  B.  RANDOLPH, 

Lute  of  the  United  States  navy. 

Alexandria,  January  29,  1839. 

It  was  not  from  a spirit  of  resentment  I have  been 
induced  to  notice  the  above  communication.  No: 

I was  led  to  notice  it  from  a disposition  to  do  Mr. 
Randolph  justice  and  right,  if  I had  done  him  an  in- 
jury, although  I think  most  readers  will  conclude, 
with  me,  that  Mr.  Randolph  might  have  seen  abun- 
dance of  reason  in  the  following  extract,  to  have 
desisted  from  the  above  communication.  Thi3  ex- 
tract is  taken  from  the  speech  to  which  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph alludes,  and  was  in  answer  lo  Mr.  Bell,  as  the 
exlract  shows.  When  I was  exposing  the  defalca- 
tion of  the  Messrs.  Erw  ins,  Mr.  Bell  of  Tennessee, 
rose,  and  said  the  Erwins  were  not  defaulters  ; it 
was  a slander  promulgated  by  the  Globe  paper. 

“ Mr.  Duncan  responded,  that  he  did  not  get  the  in- 
forninlion  from  the  Globe  : he  obtained  it  from  the  re- 
cords in  the  archives  of  (he  government ; evidence  of 
the  highest  character,  and  that  which  is  open  to  the 
view  of  every  one  who  desires  to  read.  I hope  (said 
Mr.  D.)  it  is  not  true.  I would  prefer  to  conceal,  at  all 
times,  human  weakness  and  depravity,  rather  than  ex- 
ose,  where  it  may  be  done  without  public  injury  ; blit 
would  prefer  that  such  depravity  as  I am  now  expos- 
ing, did  not  exist.  And  let  me  say,  once  for  all,  that  I 
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know  nothing  personally  of  the  numerous  and  whole- 
sale whir  it  I ain  now  exposing.  I am  alike  ig- 

nnr  it  of  ihe  men  whom  the  records  show  to  be  the 
pei'j iitors.  These  .frauds,  wit.h  the  names  of  those 
who  oomuiilicii  ntt.iu,  are  matters  ui  record,  and  the 
fac!;  me'  spread  over  the.  whole  country,  and  known  to 
all  who  r<  aJ  the  journals  oi  congress,  and  the  reports  ol 
the  secretary  ot  the  treasury.  Consequently,  my  expo- 
sition can  neither  affect  the  reputation  of  those  whose 
names  I expose,  or  the  cause  of  justice.’’ 

1 say  the  remarks  contained  in  this  extract  might 
have  well  superseded  the  communication.  But  Mr. 

R.  volunteers  the  following  advice:  “I  therefore 
recommend  to  you  a little  caution  in  your  future 
harangues.”  I return  my  thanks  lor  this  advice, 
and  when  I want  more  1 will  call  lor  it.  But  Mr. 
R.  is  unkind  in  saying,  “ It  may  suit  your  creed, 
sir,  to  stand  up  in  your  place,  and,  with  braz-n 
front,  defame  honest  and  honorable  men.”  I say 
this  is  an  unkind  charge — is  unkind,  il  it  is  intend- 
ed to  lix  on  me  a claim  of  privilege  in  consequence 
of  my  representative  character,  i claim  no  privilege 
on  that  ground.  1 hold  myself’  responsible  for  all  i 
say,  either  in  my  personal  or  representative  cha- 
racter. If,  perchance,  I am  officially  compelled  to 
notice  men  and  things  in  a manner  unpleasant,  and 
I am  to  be  held  responsible  in  my  individual  capa- 
city, all  I ask  is  that  lie  be  a gentleman  who  so 
holds  me.  I want  him  to  have  clean  hands.  He 
must  be  such  an  one  whose  frauds  have  not  been 
such  as  to  place  him  out  of  time  and  out  of  place 
when  he  is  without  the  gloomy  walls  of  a degrading 
penitenliary.  He  must  not  have  the  base  and  degra- 
ded character  of  coward  united  to  his  reputation  in 
life  and  to  his  memory  in  death,  by  having  pulled  the 
nose  ol  an  old  patriot,  withered  and  bleached  by  the 
frosts  of  seventy  winters,  and  worn  to  the  brink  of 
the  grave  by  services  to  his  country. 

A.  DUNCAN. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

House  of  representatives,  ) 
February  22,  1839.  ) 

Messrs.  Editors  : I regret  that  1 am  compelled  to 
ask  the  privilege  of  making  an  explanation  through 
your  columns,  which  1 was  denied  an  opportunity 
of  making  in  the  house  this  morning.  I reler  to  the 
refusal  of  Mr.  Petrikin,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  with- 
draw, at  my  request,  his  motion  to  iay  on  the  table 
the  resolution  censuring  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  me  to  place  myself  right 
before  the  house  and  the  country  in  regard  to  a mat- 
ter which  had  been  misrepresented  in  the  debate  on 
that  resolution — a refusal  which,  much  to  iny  sur- 
prise, was  immediately  followed  by  a withdrawal  ol 
his  motion,  to  give  another  member  an  opportunity 
to  make  a speech  against  the  resolution. 

The  communication  of  Mr.  Duncan  to  the  Globe, 
which  bad  been  made  the  foundation  of  the  proceed- 
ing against  him,  embraced  several  letters  from 
members  of  the  house,  in  reply  to  his  inquiries  ad 
dressed  to  them,  stating  that,  on  the  occasion  of  Mr. 
Stanly’s  reading  the  letter  addiessed  by  Mr.  Dun- 
can tu  certain  abolitionists  before  his  election,  I was 
seen  “ prompting  Mr.  S.  by  pointing  out  to  him 
certain  nans  of  that  letter  to  he  read  by  him  to  the 
house.” 

The  effort  of  Mr.  Duncan,  in  his  communication 
to  the  Globe,  to  use  this  fact  to  create  an  impression 
that  there  was  a conspiracy  between  Mr.  Stanly  ar.d 
myself  to  use  Mr.  D.’s  letter  against  him,  was  lb! 
lowed  up  by  him  in  his  remarks  in  the  couse  of  the 
debate  yesterday,  in  which  he  alleged  that  this 
prompting,  as  it  has  been  called,  was  the  result  of  a 
preconcert,  between  Mr.  S.  and  myself.  A similar 
attempt  to  show  a connexion  between  us  in  this 
matter  was  made  in  an  editorial  article  in  the  Globe 
accompanying  the  publication  of  Mr.  Duncan’s 
speecu,  to  which  Mr.  Stanly’s  was  a reply,  m which 
it  was  said  that  I “ was  seen  in  dose  converse ” with 
Mr.  Stun ly  at  the  time  of  his  reading  Mr.  Duncan’s 
letter. 

The  purpose  of  these  coincident  attempts  to  con- 
nect Mr.  Stanly  and  myself  in  this  matter,  I well 
understand.  It  is  to  excite  against  him  the  feelings 
of  his  slaveholding  constituents,  upon  the  assump- 
tion that  he  is  secretly  plotting  with  an  “abolition- 
ist” to  put  down  the  great  au/i-ubolitinnist,  Mr. 
Duncan,  of  Ohio.  I felt  it  due,  therefore,  to  Mr. 
Stanly  to  explain  my  agency  in  regard  to  the  use 
which  was  made  ol  Mr.  Duncan’s  letter,  and  lo  show 
that  the  insinuation  of  the  Globe  and  the  assertion 
ol  Mr.  D.  were  without  foundation.  This  I will 
now  proceed  to  do. 

Mr.  Duncan,  in  his  speech  to  which  Mr.  Stanly 
rc-plied,  had’  taken  occasion  to  speak  in  terms  of 
strong  denunciation  of  abolition  and  abolitionists. 
I perceive  that,  in  the  report  of  Ids  speech  in  the 
Globe,  that  part  is  entirely  omitted.  I was  much 
surprised  at  his  denunciations,  recollecting,  as  I did, 
tlie  I'd’:  r of  hi  - <n  the  abolitionists,  to  which  I have 
alluded,  iu  Which  he  indulged  in  language  of  most 


unmeasured  denunciation  of  slavery  os  it  exists  in 
i he  soul  hern  stales — -language  stronger  than  any 
that  I,  though  frequent  ly  denounced  as  an  incendiary 
aho.ilionist,  have  ever  used. 

intending  to  take  the  lloor  upon  the  general  ques- 
tion under  discussion  alter  Mr.  D.  should  have  fin- 
ished his  speech,  and  deeming  it  not  inappropriate 
to  confront  hi  in  in  this  matter  with  ttie  letter  refer- 
red lo,  I went  to  my  lodgings  while  lie  was  yet 
speaking,  and  drew  from  my  file  of  Niles’  Register 
the  No.  containing  the  letter,  w ith  which  I returned 
to  the  house.  When  1 entered  the  hall  Mr.  D.  had 
closed  his  speech,  and  Mr.  Stanly  was  on  the  floor 
replying  to  him.  I went  to  my  seat,  which  is  near 
toat  of  Mr.  Stanly,  with  the  intention  of  obtaining 
the  floor  when  he  should  have  finished,  not  know- 
ing that  he  had  taken  it  under  a pledge  to  Mr.  Pet- 
rikiu  to  renew  a motion  lor  the  previous  question 
made  by  Mr.  P.,  and  which  had  been  withdrawn  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Slanlv.  Soon  after  1 took  my 
seat,  Mi  . S.  came  to  that  part  of  his  remarks  in  w hich 
he  alluded  to  M r. Duncan’s  letter  to  the  abolitionists, 
and  expressed  his  regret  that  he  had  not  the  letter 
to  read  to  the  house.  Upon  hearing  this,  I drew 
the  paper  containing  Mr.  D.’s  letter  from  my 
pocket,  and  handed  it  to  Mr.  S.  pointing  out  to  him 
the  page  on  which  it  might  be  lound.  After  Im 
had  read  the  paragraph  in  which  Mr.  D.  denounced 
slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  southern  states,  1 directed 
his  attention  to  that  in  which  Mr.  D.  gave  an  affir- 
mative answer  to  the  question — “ are  you  opposed 
to  the  admission  of  any  new  state  into  the  federal 
union  whose  constitution  tolerates  slavery?”  and 
that  in  which  he  replied  to  the  question  with  regard 
to  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition  lor  the  abolition 
of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  ol’  Co- 
lumbia. 

This  was  my  whole  agency  in  the  matter.  I ob- 
tained the  letter,  not  lor  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
it  lo  Mr.  Stanly,  but  to  use  it  myself.  1 furnished 
it  to  him  without  any  preconcert  between  us,  and, 
indeed,  without  any  previous  know  ledge  by  him  that 
T had  it. 

I ought  to  add  that,  understanding  from  Mr.  Dun- 
can that  he  deemed  it  unfair  to  have  a part  of  his 
. et ter  read  and  not  ihe  whole,  1 handed  him  the  pa- 
per containing  if,  that  he  might  use  it  on  some  sub- 
sequent occasion  in  the  house,  for  the  purpose  of 
reading  the  remainder.  I afterwards  asked  him  if 
he  intended  to  use  the  letti  r in  the  way  I had  inti- 
mated, to  which  I understood  him  to  reply  that  he 
diil  not. 

This  is  the  explanation  which  I intended  to  have 
made  in  the  house  this  morning.  I intended,  also, 
to  have  said  that  I have  just  seen  the  Globe  issued 
this  morning,  in  which,  under  the  head  of  “Dr. 
Duncan  and  his  assailants,”  it  is  said  that  “ the  at- 
tempt was  made  [yesterday]  by  the  friends  ot 
Messrs.  Stanly,  Southgate,  and  Slade,  to  revenge 
the  quarrel  by  a resolution  arid  abusive  speeches 
in  the  house;”  and  intended  to  have  added  that, 
wantonly  and  unjustly  as  I have  bepn  assailed  by 
Mr.  Duncan,  in  his  communication  to  the  Globe,  I 
had  no  “quarrel”  with  him  whatever;  that  I had 
not  been  in  the  least  disturbed  by  his  abuse  of  me, 
and  that  I entertained  no  feeling  cl  “ revenge”  to- 
wards him  or  any  other  human  being. 

I am,  respectfully,  vonrs, 

WILLIAM  SLADE. 

From  the  Intelligencer  of  Feb.  27,  1839. 

TO  THK  EDITORS. 

Washington,  February,  1839. 

Gentlemen  : On  the  20th  instant,  my  attention 
was  called  to  a publication  in  the Gio-be,  signed  A. 
Duncan,  in  which  I am  abused  and  denounced, 
in  language  almost  as  violent  as  all  the  people  of 
the  southern  states  have  been  by  the  same  indivi- 
dual. 

This  communication  has  created  no  other  sensa- 
tions with  me  than  those  of  ineffable  disgust  and 
humiliation, — disgust,  to  see  such  an  article  para- 
ded before  the  world,  in  the  -official  paper,  (in  the 
paper  supported  by  executive  patronage  ;)  and  hu- 
miliation, that  such  a man  should  be  a member  oi 
congress.  I do  not  wish  the  author  of  this  article 
any  other  punishment  than  that  the  people  should 
read  his  communication  in  the  Globe  of  the  19th  of 
f ebruary,  1839. 

1 had  not  been  in  the  house,  on  the  morning  of 
the  20lb  instant,  more  than  an  hour,  before  the  an- 
nexed letter,  signed  bv  my  friend  S.  S.  Prentiss  and 
others,  was  handed  to  me.  A Iter  the  receipt  ol  this, 
several  other  statements  were  offered  me.  and  I re- 
quested several  gentlemen  to  give  tne  their  opinions 
in  regard  to  the  correctness  of  the  report  of  the 
speech. 

I must  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  publish  these  let- 
ters with  this  note.  The  letters  are  from  gentlemen 
who  advocate  the  sub-treasury — from  whigs  and 
from  conservatives. 


Washington,  February  20,  1839. 

Dear  Sir,  : Our  atieuttoi)  mis  been  culled  to  a publi- 
cation in  the  Ol  > be  ot  this  day,  signed  A.  Duncan, 
which  denies  that  the  speech  as  published  in  i he  Iniel- 
Sgencer.  purporting  to  Lie  your  “ Reply  to  Dr.  Duncan, 
oi  Ohio,”  on  the  17th  day  of  January,  1839,  was  ever 
delivered  by  you  in  the  house  bf  representatives.  We 
were  present  when  you  replied  to  Dr.  Duncan,  on  that 
day,  and  heard  your  remarks  through  ; and  feel  hound 
in  justice  and  truth  to  tender  to  you  our  testimony  that 
the  said  report  of  your  remarks’  in  reply  to  Dr.  Dun- 
can, on  the  17th  of  January,  1839,  is,  according  to  our 
recollection,  in  which  we  are  confident,  more  faithful 
and  correct  than  reports  of  speeches  in  the  house  of 
representatives  are  usually  ; that  it  is  nearly,  ifnot  quite, 
verbatim  correct;  and,  il  incorrect  in  any  respect,  it  is 
less  severe  than  were  your  remarks  on  the  floor.  We 
add,  also,  that  your  remarks  seemed  to  be  exiemporane- 
ous  ; and  at  the  moment  you  regretted  you  had  not  a 
copy  ot  Dr.  Duncan’s  letter  on  the  subject  of  abolition  ; 
and  it  was.  we  thought,  from  the  expression  of  ihis  re- 
gret that.  Mr.  S'ade  (of  Vermont)  openly  handed  you  a 
copy  of  that  letter,  from  which  you  read  several  ex- 
tracts. 

We  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  our  individual  respect 
and  esteem,  and  are,  most  truly,  your  friends. 

S.  S.  PRENTISS. 

L 1C  HARD  CHEATHAM, 
JOHN  BULL, 

CHARLES  NAYLOR, 

WM.  KEY  BOND, 

T.  J.  WORD, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

JOHN  CALHOON, 

AVADDY  THOMPSON,  jr., 

E.  J.  SHIELDS, 

D.  JENIFER, 

F.  MALLORY, 

S.  T.  SAWYER. 

Hon.  Edward  Stanly,  house  of  reps. 


House  of  representatives , Feb.  21,  1839. 

Dear  sir:  I iis  eneu  very  atten'ively  to  your  speech 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Duncan,  on  the  17th  of  January  last, 
and  have  since  that  lime  read  the  report  of  it  in  the 
National  Intelligencer.  It  sinkes  me  that  the  speech 
is  reported  with  the  accuracy  usual  in  congressional 
debates,  and  especially  in  those  portions  of  it  which 
personally  referred  to  die  member  from  Ohio.  Indeed, 
in  regard  to  that  portion  of  the  printed  speech,  I have 
remarked  some  mitigation  of  the  severity  of  the  phrase 
used. 


If  you  consider  it  important  that  I should  give  my 
recollection  of  the  lime  occupied  by  you  in  speaking  on 
that  occasion,  I can  say  my  impression  is  that  you  oc- 
cupied the  floor  but.  lmle  short  of  an  hour.  You  spoke 
some  short  time  before  a copy  of  Mr.  Duncan’s  answers 
to  certain  interrogatories  respecting  abolition  could  be 
found  in  the  house;  and  after  a copy  of  them  had  been 
procured,  you  read  large  extracts  from  them,  and  com- 
mented upon  them  in  the  manner  in  which  your  re- 
marks appear  in  your  speech. 

Ti  u’y,  yours, 

J.  P.  KENNEDY. 


Hon.  Eduiard  Stanly. 


- House  of  representatives,  Feb.  20,  1839. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  note  just  handed  to  me,  I 
state  dial  1 heard  your  speech  delivered  in  the  house 
.on  the  17di  ult.  in  reply  to  Mr.  Duncan,  and  have  also 
read  it  in  the  Nati  >nal  Intelligencer,  and  that  it  appears 
to  me  to  be,  in  substance,  correctly  reported. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  GRANTLAND. 

Hon.  Edward  Stanly. 


House  of  representatives,  Feb.  21,  1839. 

My  dear  sir  : I was  in  my  seat  in  the  house  during 
tile  delivery  ol  your  speech  of  the  17th  January.  I 
have  endeavored  to  recall  to  mind  my  first  impressions 
of  the  length  of  time  you  were  on  the  floor,  and  confi- 
dently say" tliat  it  w as  from  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
to  an  hour.  As  regards  the  fidelity  with  which  the 
speech  has  been  reported,  1 repeat  what  I have  fre- 
quently said,  i hat  I have  never  seen  a printed  speech 
more  true  to  the  oral  one  than  yours,  and  this  opinion  I 
know  to  be  coincident  with  that  of  several  other  mem- 
bers of  our  house,  who,  like  myself,  had  the  pleasure 
of  being  present  when  you  spoke. 

As  regards  the  communication  between  you  and 
Mr.  Slasle,  I considered  it  a mere  incident,  unworthy 
of  particular  remark.  You,  in  the  couise  of  your 
speech,  when  commenting  upon  Dr.  Duncan’s  letter, 
expressed  a regret  that  you  did  not  have  it  at  hand.  I 
then  saw  Mr. 'Slade  (who  happened  to  be  sitting  near 
you)  proffer  a paper  to  you,  which  I presumed  was  the 
letter,  because  you  read  extracts  from  it  as  from  that 
letter.  I observed  no  other  communication  between 
you  and  him  ; and  I may  be  permitted  to  add  that  if 
any  thitm  to  your  injury  with  your  constituents  can  be 
manufactured  out  of  such  merely  incidental  circum- 
stances, I shall  be  much  mistaken  in  their  character. 

I am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  JACKSON,  of  Georgia. 

The  lion.  Edward  Stanly. 

House  of  representatives,  Feb.  21,  1839. 

Sir  : Your  note  of  yes'erday  has  just  been  handed  to 
me,  and,  in  reply  to  it,  I say  that  I heard  your  speech 
delivered  in  this  house  on  the  17th  ultimo,  in  answer  to 
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Dr.  Dut'.'an,  of  Ohio,  and  have  since  read  it  as  pub- 
lished m pamphlet  form,  and  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer ; a ; J,  whilst  my  recollection  of  particular  re- 
marks i i ide  in  this  house  is  perhaps  not  as  good  as 
many  others,  I must  say  that  I thought  your  speech,  as 
delivered,  quite  as  severe  as  the  published  remarks,  and 
and  I think  I have  rarely  seen  a speech  more  faithfully 
reported,  according  to  my  best  recollection. 

Very  respectfully,  I am  your  ob’t  servant, 

G.  VV.  HOPKINS. 

lion.  E.  Stanly. 

I fully  concur  with  my  friend  and  colleague,  Mr. 
Hopkins,  in  the  above  statement.  I recollect  distinctly 
most  of  the  striking  remarks  in  the  published  speech. 

A.  STUART. 

Being  called  upon  by  Mr.  Stanly  to  say  whether  I 
heard  his  speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Duncan,  and  whether 
the  report  of  it  in  the  National  Intelligencer  is  accurate, 

I state  that  1 heard  the  speech,  and  have  read  the  re- 
port of  it,  and  believe  the  report  to  be  in  substance 
faithfully  written  out,  according  to  my  best  recollection. 

J.  GARLAND. 

Washington,  February  21,  1839. 

Sir  : I see  a publication  in  the  Globe  of  the  19th  Fe-- 
bruary,  1839,  signed  A.  Duncan,  denying  that  you  made 
the  remarks  in  the  house  ot  representatives,  which  were 
published  in  t lie  National  Intelligencer  in  answer  to  Dr. 
Duncan,  on  the  appointment  of  a commitlee  to  investi- 
gate the  defalcations  at  the  custom  house  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  When  Mr.  Stanly  began  his  speech,  I 
was  silling  near  the  fire-place  in  the  s .uthwestern  part 
of  the  house,  reading  some  papeis,  and  did  not  then 
distinctly  hear  his  remarks,  but,  after  a short  time,  my 
attention  was  attracted  by  Mr  Stanlv  stating  his  inten- 
tion to  comment  upon  a letter  in  relation  to  abolition, 
which  purported  to  be  written  by  Dr.  Duncan.  I then 
left  my  distant  posilion,  and  drew  near  enough  to  hear 
Mr.  Stanly  make  his  remarks  on  that  letter,  which  I 
had  seen  and  read  in  the  newspapers.  After  I took 
my  seat  on  the  inside  of  the  bar  and  near  the  vacant 
space  in  front  of  the  speaker’s  chair,  I heard  all  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Stanly  delivered  in  the  continuation  of  his 
speech  on  that  occasion.  I attended  particularly  to  the 
passages  and  extracts  which  he  read  from  Dr.  Duncan’s 
letter,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  to  the  comments 
and  remarks  of  Mr.  Stanly  upon  the  opinions  and  sen- 
timents expressed  in  that  letter.  When  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Staniy  in  answer  to  Dr.  Duncan’s  speech  were 
published  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  in  the  early 
art  of  this  month,  I read  them.  1 believed  then,  and 
believe  now,  that  many  of  the  very  words  and  sen- 
tences found  in  the  printed  speech  were  used  by  Mr. 
Stanly  in  his  verbal  speech  in  debate  ; and  that  the 
speech  published  is  substantially  the  same  which  was 
delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  GRAHAM. 

To  the  lion.  Edward  Stanly. 

Washington,  Feb.  21,  1839. 
Dear  sir:  By  comparing  your  speech  as  published 
with  our  recollection  of  it  as  delivered,  in  reply  to  the 
hon.  A.  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  on  the  17th  ult.  we  feel  no 
hesitaiion  in  stating  that  it  has  been  correctly  reported  ; 
and  by  this  we  do  not  mean  merely  to  say  that  the  re- 
port embodies  the  thoughts  and  sentiments  conveyed 
by  you  while  speaking,  but  preserves  throughout,  with 
remarkable  fidelity,  the  very  words  and  phrases  in 
which  you  uttered  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  II.  SHEPPERD, 
EDMUND  DEBERRY. 

To  the  lion.  E.  Stanly. 

I did  not  hear  the  whole  of  Mr.  Stanly’s  speech.  I 
heard  distinctly,  I suppose,  two-thirds,  perhaps  three- 
fourths  of  it ; and  I say  that  it  is,  I believe,  so  far  as  I 
did  hear,  very  correctly  reported  in  the  printed  copy— 
as  much  so,  I think,  as  any  other  speech  I have  heard 
or  read. 

LEWIS  WILLIAMS. 

From  the  distance  at  which  I sat  from  Mr.  Stanly’s 
seat,  I could  not  hear  him  distinctly,  but  from  what  I 
did  hear,  1 have  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as  my  opinion 
that  the  speech  as  reported  is  correctly  given.  I have 
never  before  heard  its  correctness  questioned. 

A.  RENCHER. 

I have  read  the  foregoing  statement  of  Messrs.  Sliep- 
perd  and  Deberry,  and  fully  concur  with  them  in 
opinion. 

JOHN  W.  CROCKETT. 

Sir  : You  did  me  the  honor  toaddress  to  me  a note, 
enclosing  die  rough  notes  of  your  speech,  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Duncan’s  letter  on  the  subject  of  abolition,  taken 
by  me  at  the  time,  and  from  which  you  afterwards 
wrote  out  the  speech  as  since  published,  with  a request 
that  I would  compare  the  published  speech  with  the 
notes,  and  then  say  whether  it  did  not  correspond  with 
them,  and  did  not  follow  the  track  which  those  notes 
indicated  as  having  been  taken  by  you  when  speaking. 
I have  complied  with  your  request,  and  feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  it  does.  Candor  leads  me  further 
to  say  tb  it  the  speech  very  fully  agrees  with  my  recol- 
lection ot  it,  as  delivered ; that  it  is  much  less  extended 
than  is  usual  when  members  write  out  their  speeches 
from  reporters’  notes;  and  that  you  have  not  inserted 
m the  published  speech  all  that  was  spoken  in  the 


bouse.  As  to  the  time  occupied  in  its  delivery,  if  you 
said,  as  I think  you  did,  that  you  had  occupied  but  fif- 
teen minutes,  I am  persuaded  you  were  unconscious  of 
the  lapse  of  time.  My  impression  is  that  you  spoke,  in 
all,  including  the  reading  of  extracts  from  the  letter,  at 
least  half  an  hour. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  make  what  use  you  please  of 
the  above,  which  a sense  of  justice  induces  me  to  fur- 
nish at  your  request;  but  I pray,  at  the  same  time,  that 
I may  not  be  drawn  into  the  very  unpleasant  contro- 
versy between  yourself  and  Mr.  Duncan  further  than 
sheer  necessity  shall  demand. 

With  sincere  regard,  I am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  JO.  STANSBURY, 
Reporter  for  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Hon.  Mr.  Stanly. 

The  letter  published  in  the  Globe  of  the  19th  in- 
stant affords  much  material  for  comment.  Besides 
the  misstatements  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  re- 
ported speech,  others  are  very  apparent.  But  I 
cannot  deliberately  condescend  to  expose  this  indi- 
vidual, who  is  already  punished  more  than  he  can 
bear.  I cannot  believe  be  is  in  earnest  in  using 
such  harsh  epithets  towards  me.  He  no  doubt  in- 
tended to  speak  of  me  as  he  did  of  slavery,  as  it  ex- 
ists in  “ the  slave  states  in  our  union,”  merely  “ in 
the  abstract !”  He  has  presented  abolition  petitions 
since  he  voted  on  the  Atherton  resolutions.  He  is 
a democratic  Van  Buren  friend  of  the  south,  and  of 
course  he  is  willing  to  let  slavery  continue  in  this 
district  and  the  states — he  only  wishes  to  abolish  it 
“ in  the  abstract.” 

Self-respect,  Fegard  for  (he  opinions  of  my  friends, 
respect  for  my  constituents— all  forbid  that  I should 
condescend  to  notice  the  author  of  such  a commu- 
nication. 

I owe  an  apology  to  the  gentlemen  whose  respect 
I possess  and  prize,  for  having  noticed  this  individ- 
ual at  all.  I know  it  was  a contest  in  which  I could 
gain  no  laurels.  But  he  had  been  constituted  the 
defender  of  the  administration;  the  speech-maker, 
“by  authority,”  of  the  party;  the  libeller  of  south- 
ern institutions.  He  had  attended  the  caucuses, 
with  the  democratic  Esaus — the  exclusive  friends 
of  the  south — with  the  monopolizers  of  all  the  chiv- 
alry in  our  land  ; and  I availed  myself  of  the  oppor- 
lunily,  I submitted  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
using  the  “ bodkin  and  shears”  upon  him,  for  the 
purpose  of  exposing  the  southern  humbugging  chiv- 
alry democrats. 

When  he  spoke  of  “ Cresers  and  Hercu/tts,  Ass- 
yria, cleaning  stables,  hickory  broom,”  &c.  a friend 
of  mine  perceived  me  waiting  down  what  he  said, 
and  begged  me  not  to  notice  him,  asking  me,  “Do 
you  consider  him  a gentleman  ?”  I instantly  asked, 
in  return,  “ Do  you  consider  me  a candidate  for  ad- 
missiou  into  a lunatic  asylum  ?”  And  then  remark- 
ed that  I wished  to  say  something  in  reply  to  his 
praises  of  Tappan  ; his  denial  that  there  were  any 
democratic  abolitionists,  &c. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  assure  the  ‘ deponent”  of 
the  Globe,  that  bis  malignant  vituperation  has  not 
produced  the  slightest  feeling  of  resentment  ; and 
wishing  him  many  more  pleasant  rides  with  his 
friend  and  patron  at  the  white  house — wishing  him 
much  leisure  to  practice  with  the  broad  sword  and 
the  clarinet,  I leave  him  lo  the  judgment  of  an  in- 
telligent community. 

EDWARD  STANLY. 


LIST  OF  ACTS 
Passed  at  Vie  3d  session  of  the  IwenUj-fiflh  congress. 

ACTS  or  A PUBLIC  NATURE. 

An  act  making  appropriations  in  part  for  the  sup- 
port of  government  for  1839. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  government  for  the  year 
1839. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  ol 
the  army  for  the  year  IS39. 
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contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and 
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vice for  the  year  1839. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  o( 
the  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  oi  the  United 
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entitled  “ An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled 
an  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States,”  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  prohibit  (he  giving  or  accepting,  with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia,'  ot  a challenge  to  fight  a 
duel,  and  for  the  punishment  thereof. 

An  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  in  cer- 
tain cases. 

An  act  in  amendment  of  the  act  respecting  the 
judicial  system  ofthe  United  States. 

An  act  to  reorganize  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  in  tile  state  of  Alabama. 

An  act  to  provide  for  carrying  into  effect  the  con- 
vention between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
the  republic  of  Texas  for  marking  the  boundary  be- 
tween them. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  location  and  temporary 
support  of  tlie  Seminole  Indians  removed  from  Flo- 
rida. 

An  act  to  revive  and  extend  an  act  to  authorize 
the  issuing  of  treasury  notes  to  meet  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  government,  approved  21st  May, 
1838.. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  proviso  to  the  2d  section  of 
an  act  approved  3d  March,  1S37,  which  authorized 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  compromise  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  against  certain  banks. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  reorganize  the  district 
courts  ofthe  United  States  in  Mississippi,  approved 
June  18,  1838. 

An  act  providing  for  paying  three  companies  of 
militia  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  called  into  the  service 
ofthe  United  States, 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “ An  act  regula- 
ting the  pay  and  emoluments  of  brevet  officers,”  ap- 
proved April  16,  ISIS. 

An  act  giving  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States  additional  pow'ers  for  the  defence  ofthe  Uni- 
ted States  in  certain  cases  against  invasion  and  for 
other  purposes. 

An  act  providing  for  the  erection  of  a fire-proof 
building  for  the  use  of  the  general  post  office  depait- 
ment. 

An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth  census  or 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  an  act  to 
extend  (lie  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land 
warrants  and  returning  surveys  thereof  to  the  gene- 
ral land  office,  approved  July  7,  1838. 

An  act  further  to  regulate  the  transportation  of 
the  mail  upon  railroads. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to 
purchase  a tract  of  land  belonging  to  the  heirs  of 
John  Harris,  deceased,  being  within  the  limits  of 
the  navy  yard  in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

A resolution  toauthorizethepurchase  of  an  island 
in  the  river  Delaware,  called  the  Pea  Patch,  and  tor 
other  purposes. 

A resolution  presenting  the  thanks  of  congress  to 
George  Washington  Lafayette,  the  son,  and  to  the 
surviving  family  of  gen.  Lafayetle. 

A resolution  for  the  purchase  of  the  island  at 
the  confluence  of  the  St.  Peter’s  and  Mississippi 
rivers. 

A resolution  authorizing  certain  certificates  of 
deposites  to  be  cancelled  and  reissued. 

A resolution  for  the  distribution  in  part  of  the 
Madison  papers. 

ACTS  RELATING.  TO  THE  TERRITORIES. 

An  act  to  define  and  establish  the  eastern  bound- 
ary line  of  the  territory  of  Iowa. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  eLection  or  appointment 
of  certain  officers  in  the  territory  of  Iowa,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  organic  law  of  the 
territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a road 
from  Dubuque,  in  the  territory  of  Iowa,  to  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  lor 
other  purposes. 

An  act  lor  the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Florida  militia. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Brothertown  Indians, 
in  the  territory  of  Wisconsin. 

An  act  making  a donation  ofland  to  the  territory 
of  Iowa,  for  tiie  purpose  of  erecting  public  build- 
ings thereon. 

An  act  granting  to  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  ot  Iowa  the  same  compensation  as  by  law  is 
iriven  to  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  Wis- 
consin. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  construction  of  certain 
improvements  in  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

An  act  for  the  improvement  and  survey  of  cer- 
tain rivers,  and  the  repair  of  certain  roads  in  Fio- 
rida. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a new  jail 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  public  build- 
ings in  Florida. 
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A resolution  authorizing  the  opening  ol'  an  alley 
and  the  execution  ol  certain  deeds  in  the  city  of 
Washington. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  “ An  act  to 
establish  a criminal  court  in  the  District  ot'  Co- 
lumbia.” 

A resolution  directing  the  manner  in  which  cer- 
tain laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  ex- 
ecuted. 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  to  extend  the  jurisdic  ion  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Washington  over  the  Potomac 
bridge. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  abatement  of  suits  and  ac- 
tions now  pending  in  which  the  Bank  ot  Columbia, 
in  Georgetown,  may  be  a party. 

An  act  supplemental  to  the  act  granting  certain 
city  lots  to  the  corporation  of  the  Columbian  Col- 
lege for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  approved 
tile  fourteenth  day  of  July,  1832. 

ACTS  OF  A PRIVATE  OR  LOCAL  NATURE. 

An  act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
ot  the  heirs  of  captain  Jesse  Copeland  ; for  the  re- 
lief ol  Dennis  Tramell ; of  the  legal  representatives 
ot  Thomas  Glascock,  deceased  ; resolution  authori- 
zing an  examination  and  payment  of  the  claims  of  the 
workmen  upon  the  public  buildings  ; for  the  relief 
ot  the  heirs  of  Charles  Brown,  deceased  ; for  the 
•relief  of  the  heirs  at  law  of  captain  Fred.  M.  Bell, 
deceastd;  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Wright,  of 
New  York;  for  the  relief  of  William  W.  Steven- 
son and  Joseph  Henderson;  of  John  Daviin  ; of 
Robert  Murray;  of  John  Wiley  and  Jefferson 
Greer;  of  John  Whitsitt;  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Thos.  T.  Triplett;  of  John  H.  Pease;  of 
Frederick  Frey  and  company;  of  James  Middle- 
ton  Tuttle,  of  Arkansas;  of  fliner  Stigerinire;  of 
certain  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  James 
Wilson,  late  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; of  Archibald  R.  S.  Hunter;  of  Thomas 
McClelland  and  James  Smith ; of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Nathan  Sage;  of  Daniel  Malone;  of 
the  Louisville  Savings  institution  ; of  Samuel  Dick- 
erson ; authorizing  a grant  of  bounty  lands  to  the 
heirs  of  Bennett  Shurley  ; for  the  relief  of  William 
Colt  and  William  Donaldson;  of  John  Randolph 
Clay;  of  John  E.  Alexander;  of  Nathaniel  H. 
Plooe  ; of  Chs.  S.  Walsh;  of  Tilford  Taylor;  of 
Nathaniel  Mitchell;  of  Jesse  E.  Dow;  of  Brad- 
bury T.  Jipson  ; of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez;  of 
Messrs.  Smith  & Town;  of  Levi  Chadwick;  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  a register  to  Anthony  C. 
Meneghetty  for  the  sloop  Sarah  ; for  the  relief  ol 
Joseph  Pierce  and  others;  of  Abraham  Stipp  ; of 
tlie  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  Maxwell,  of 
Pennsylvania;  of  Samuel  Musseyand  Tho.  James, 
of  Missouri  ; to  authorize  the  trustees  of  the  town- 
ship of  Oxford,  in  the  county  of  Butler,  and  state 
ot  Ohio,  to  enter  a section  of  land  in  lieu  of  section 
sixteen,  in  said  township,  for  the  use  of  schools  ; 
for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Lilley  ; of  Jamison  & Wil- 
liamson ; of  James  L.  Stokes,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; of  the  widow  and  legal  representatives  of 
John  Tilden;  of  Jesse  Seymour  or  li is  representa- 
tives, and  in  alteration'  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  re- 
specting the  late  officers  and  crew  of  the  sloop  of 
war  Wasp,  approved  April  20,  131G;  of  Charles 
Rockwell;  of  Thomas  Kibbey;  of  Sarah  Wind- 
ham, widow  of  the  late  Joshua  Lamb;  of  Susan 
Gratiot,  administratrix,  and  Charles  H.  Gratiot,  ad- 
ministrator of  Henry  Gratiot,  deceased;  of  Solo- 
mon Prevvett : granting  a pension  to  Susannah  Roe, 
widow  ot  Joshua  Row,  deceased  ; for  the  relief  of 
Sibel  Barnes;  granting  a pension  to  Harvey  Rey- 
nolds; for  the  benefit  of  Eliphalet  Spatford;  for  the 
relief  ol  Rosaline  Prudhomme ; of  Isaac  Miller;  of 
Peter  Samuel  Jaccard;  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Foltz;  of 
Menzies  Gilespie,  late  a soldierof  the  United  States 
army;  ot  Wm.  Moor,  and  for  other  purposes;  to 
authorize  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  issued  to  Michael  Ambrisler,  assignee 
of  Us  se-yobolo,  a Creek  Indian,  a patent  tor  ascer- 
tain reservation  of  land  in  the  state  of  Alabama  ; for 
the  relief  of  Stephen  Masters  ; of  Dudley  Walker  ; 
of  Benjamin  Hewitt;  of  John  B.ilch,  jr. ; of  Win. 
Marcus,  of  Arkansas;  of  John  Dougheity,  of  Wis- 
consin ; of  umbrella  makers  in  the  city  oi' Philadel- 
phia; of  the  heirs  of  William  Graham,  deceased  ; 
of  Thomas  Cushing;  of  Herman  Harris,  of  New 
York;  of  Patrick  Green ; of  Philip  Catner;  for  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of'Edmund  Roberts,  late 
diplomatic  agent  of  the  United  States  to  Cochin- 
China,  Muscat,  and  Siam;  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
L.  Reviere  ; of  Millsy  Yates;  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Henry  Richardson,  deceased  ; of  Spencer 
C.  Gist ; of  Benjamin  Hewitt;  of  Wm.  Washing- 
ton Bigham  ; of  James  Cooper;  of  John  and  Sam- 
uel Rowe,  heirs,  &c.  of  I, ud  wick  Rowe,  deceased  ■ 
of  Zeb'ilon  Sheets;  of  Winslow  Lewis;  of  the  le- 
gal vepVetonki fives  of  Michael  Fenwick,  deceased  ; 


to  confirm  the  claim  ol'  Charles  Morgan  in  right  of 
Simon  Porche  to  a tract  of  land  ; for  the  relief  of  file 
legal  representatives  of  Dunscomb  Bradford,  de- 
ceased ; of  Enoch  Matson;  of  Paul  Poissot ; of 
John  Blanc  ; of  John  L.  Allen  ; of  Win.  Grozer; 
of  Richard  Handley;  of  Isaac  Conly ; of  James 
Moor;  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  the 
late  Robert  Farmer,  deceased;  ot  Thomas  Todd; 
of  Ashbel  Mason  ; to  provide  lor  die  settlement  ol 
the  claims  of  Walter  Jones  against  the  United 
States;  of  George  Rowe;  of  capt.  John  Vannettin 
and  Iris  company  for  their  services  during  the  late 
war;  of  Cornelius  Taylor;  of  Joseph  Jackson  ; of 
Etienne  (Stephen)  Lalande,  of  Alabama  ; of  Henry 
Lynch  ; of  the  legal  representatives  of  Wm.  Tudor, 
jr.  ; of  George  Jones;  of  the  heirs  and  assignees  of 
Peter  Alba,  deceased  ; of  Polly  Lining,  executrix  of 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  Charles  Lining,  de- 
ceased, late  execulor  of  Edward  Blake;  of  Daniel 
Ward  & George  Ficklin;  of  Samuel  McComb;  of 
Ezekiel  Jones  ; of  Abel  A.  Pasco  and  others;  ol 
Solomon  Sturges,  assignee  of  Rezin  Frazier;  of 
John  Brown  & company;  of  James  Selby;  of  Far- 
ish  Carter  and  the  heirs  of  Charles  Williamson,  de- 
ceased ; of  Return  B.  Brown  ; of  Nathaniel  Plumb ; 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Adam  Smith;  ot  E. 
H.  Williams,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  doctor 
Hazel  H.  Crouch;  of  the  legal  representatives  ol 
the  late  doctor  James  H.  Cheears  ; of  William  Tra- 
verse ; ol'  Woodburne  Potter ; of  Andrew  Rembert ; 
of  John  L.  McCarty;  of  the  assignees  of  Jacob 
Clement,  deceased;  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
major  Tarlton  Woodson;  of  Frederick  Richmond; 
of  Nicholas  Phelan,  heir  at  law  of  John  Phelan,  de- 
ceased; of  the  heirs  of  Crocker  Sampson,  deceas- 
ed; granting  a pension  to  Mary  Updegraff,  of  But- 
ler county,  Pennsylvania;  granting  a pension  to 
William  Ford,  of  Virginia;  granting  a pension  to 
Frances  Jon<  s,  widow  of  John  Jones,  of  Virginia  ; 
for  the  relief  of  David  Rollins  ; granting  a pension 
to  John  Clark;  for  the  relief  of  Wright  Hurlbut ; 
of  Henry  Grad}',  of  Macon  county.  North  Caro- 
lina ; of  Thos.  M.  Burlarn  ; granting  a pension  to 
the  widow  of  John  Marchand  ; for  the  relief  ol 
Chaimay  Calhoun  ; of  Isaac  D.  Saunders  ; ol  A.  J 
Picket  and  George  W.  Gayle;  of  Iiad'Kelly  and 
Datus  Kelly  ; of  John  Jones  and  Charles  Souder, 
and  Robinson,  Carr  & co. ; of  Robert  M.  Roberts  or 
his  legal  assignees;  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Ann  Levacher  Van  Burn  ; of  Griffith  Cooinbe  and  of 
John  P.  Ingle,  trustees  of  the  house  in  the  city  of 
Washington  commonly  called  the  brick  capitol ; ol 
Joseph  Salford  and  others,  heirs  at  law  of  Joseph 
Salford,  late  of  the  New  Hampshire  line  in  the  re- 
volutionary war,  deceased;  of  John  Dixon;  ot 
Polly  Lemon;  of  Aaron  Stout;  of  John  Borey,  of 
Arkansas;  of  William  C.  Hazard,  of  Rhode  Is- 
land; ot  William  Clark;  of  Zebulon  Baxter ; of 
the  children  and  heirs  of  Sebastian  Sroufe,  late  ot 
Ohio,  deceased  ; of  John  McCarrol,  jr. ; of  the  le- 
gal representatives  of  John  Dawson,  deceased  ; ol 
Thomas  Linnard  ; of  Wm.  S.  Colquhoun;  of  cer- 
tain settlers  living  on  what  is  called  the  Salt  Lick 
reservation  in  the  western  district  of  Tennessee  ; 
granting  a pension  to  Michael  McCarty;  (or  the 
relief  of  Jarius  Loomis  and  heirs  of  Jas.  Basset ; 
of  Lewis  B.  Willis,  formerly  acting  deputy  sur- 
veyor for  the  district  of  Mississippi;  of  Francis 
Jarvis,  deceased;  of  the  legal  representatives  ol 
Daniel  Warner,  deceased;  of  Margaret  Kingsbury  ; 
joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Beatty,  ol 
Missouri;  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Mallaby  ; ot 
Joseph  R.  Fulsoin  and  the  owners  and  crew  ot  the 
schooner  Galaxy,  of  Bucksport,  in  the  state  ot 
Maine;  of  J Eloi  Rachel;  of  William  G.  Bel- 
knap and  Benjamin  Walker;  of  Stephen  P.  W. 
Dougla=s  ; of  David  Balsntine  ; of  James  H.  Grant, 
Moses  W.  Simpson,  ami  Preston  Going;  of  Thomas 
Sumpter;  of  Sarah  Angel  and  the  other  heirs  at 
law  of  Benjamin  King,  deceased;  to  confirm  the 
sale  of  certain  reservations  ; for  the  relief  of  John 
Newton;  of  Jean  B.  Valle;  of  the  owners  of  the 
British  brig  Despatch;  to  remunerate  the  captors 
of  the  privateer  Lydia  ; tor  the  relief  of  Jechonius 
Pigol  and  Benjamin  Lee  raft,  sureties  of  James 
Manney,  late  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Beaufort,  in  North  Carolina  ; to  remit  or 
refund  to  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington,  and  Balti- 
more railroad  company  the  duties  upon  certain  rail- 
toad  iron;  for  the  relief  of  the  lmirs  of  John  Bra- 
han,  late  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Huntsville, 
Alabama;  of  William  East ; of  Elisha  Town  ; o( 
Erastus  Fairbanks  and  Thaddeus  Fairbanks;  ol 
Peter  Bargy,  jtm. ; of  Henry  Wilson,  confirming 
purchases  of  certain  lands  in  Arkansas;  of  the  wi- 
dow and  other  heirs  at  law  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
deceased  ; to  amend  and  carry  into  effect  the  inten- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  renew  the  patent  ol 
Thomas  Blanchard,  approved  June  30,  1834;  for 
the  relief  of  William  B.  Ferguson  and  sureties  ; ol 
Dr.  John  Campbell,  of  Baltimore,  in  the  state  of, 


Maryland;  of  the  sureties  of  Elias  T.  Langfiairi, 
iate  surveyor  of  public  lands  lor  the  states  ol  Mis- 
souri and  Illinois. 


NORTH-EASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

In  house  of  representatives,  Thursday,  Feb.  28. 

The  following  is  the  report  on  the  boundary  ques- 
tion referred  to  in  the  Register  of  last  week.  The 
hill  which  accompanied  it  will  be  found  on  page  16. 

The  committee  on  foreign  afiaiis,  to  which  have 
been  referred  two  messages  from  the  president  of  (lie 
United  Slates,  enclosing  sundry  papers  relating  to 
ttie  disturbances  upon  the  Aroostook  river,  in  the 
state  of  Maine,  report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  papers  submitted  to 
them  by  the  house  with  great  caie,  and  will  oiler 
such  reflections  upon  them  as  the  limited  time  lor 
tiie  preparation  ot  this  report  w ill  admit.  The  very 
near  approach  of  the  termination  of  the  present  con- 
gress, and  the  desire  of  the  committee  that  as  much 
time  as  possible  should  be  afforded  to  the  house,  for 
the  examination  of  the  bill  herewith  reported,  are 
considerations  of  such  a powerful  nature,  that  some 
incidental  matters,  connected  with  the  subject,  can- 
not be  lully  investigated.  The  main  points,  how- 
ever, ot  the  controversy,  are  not  numerous,  and  upon 
them  the  opinion  of  the  committee  is  clear  and  de- 
cided. Tlie  position  assumed  by  (lie  president  in 
his  message,  is  correct,  and  ought  to  be  sustained,  if 
necessary,  by  the  legislative  power  of  congress. 

It  is  well  known  that  an  informal  arrangement  or 
understanding  has  existed,  for  many  years  past,  be- 
tween Ihe  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  relating 
to  the  territory  in  dispute  between  them,  and  having 
for  its  object  tlie  avoidance  of  clashing  authorities, 
calculated  to  endanger  the  peace  of  the  tw  o nations. 
Tlie  committee  have  not  time  to  give  a detailed  and 
historical  statement  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  this 
arrangement,  the  examination  of  which  might  per- 
haps elucidate  the  cause  of  the  strange  error  into 
which  the  British  government  is  represented  by  its 
agents  in  this  country  lo  have  fallen  with  respect  to 
its  provisions.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  it  never  ap- 
pears to  have  gone  further,  in  its  great  extent,  than 
to  adopt  the  basis  of  the  "uti  possidetis,”  leaving 
each  party  to  the  continued  exercise  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion which  it  had  previously  maintained  in  practice. 
Tiie  idea  which  is  occasionally  suggested  ip  some  of 
the  British  documents,  that,  prior  to  the  peace  of 
1783,  the  government  of  Great  Britain  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  whole  country,  and,  therefore,  that 
this  constructive  possession  must  be  considered  as 
continuing  until  she  is  divested  of  it  with  her  own 
consent,  is  one  which  the  United  States  can  never 
sanction,  or  even  listen  to  without  strong  repug- 
nance. It  implies  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  hold  their  country  by  a grant  from  the  Biitish 
crown,  made  in  the  treaty  of  1783 — a doctrine 
which  was  successfully  resisted  by  the  ministers  of 
the  United  States,  even  when  it  was  advanced  by 
remote  implication,  prior  to  the  signature  of  that 
treaty,  by  their  refusing  lo  treat  witli  the  British 
ministers,  until  their  credentials  w'ere  changed.  At 
a subsequent  period  of  our  history,  the  same  docu- 
ment was  advanced  in  argument;  and  at  that  period, 
also,  was,  as  it  must  ever  be,  met  with  instant  con- 
tradiction. The  people  of  the  United  Slates  hoid 
their  country  by  virtue  ol’  the  declaration  of  the  4th 
July,  1776  ; and  the  treaty  of  1783  did  nothing  more 
than  arrange  the  boundary  lines  between  the  two 
nations,  independent  ot  each  other  in  fact  and  in 
right.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  claim  of  Great 
B.itain  to  the  jurisdiction  over  the  unsettled  parts  of 
Maine  is  founded  upon  the  twice  exploded  theory 
that  she  is  the  rightful  sovereign  of  all  that  she  has 
not  granted  away,  it  cannot  he  submitted  to  without 
sacrifices  of  honor,  which  the  American  nation  ne- 
ver will  make. 

When  (he  discussion  became  active  between  (lie 
two  governments,  as  lo  their  respective  rights  to  the 
territory  now'  in  dispute,  the  greater  part  of  it  was, 
and  indeed  still  remains,  uninhabited  by  permanent 
settlers.  Here  and  there  a small  settlement  could 
be  found,  consisting  in  some  cases  of  a single  house, 
and  in  others  of  more  than  one,  placed  near  each 
other  for  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
extent  of  tlie  arrangement  between  the  two  govern- 
ments does  not  appear,  as  construed  by  the  Ameri- 
can government,  to  have  gone  further  than  the  recog- 
nition of  the  jurisdiction  of  each  over  tlie  people  and 
lands  then  operated  upon  by  it.  If  these  inhabi- 
tants had  taken  out  the  titles  to  their  lands  from  ei- 
ther one  government  or  the  other,  and  were  in  the 
habit  of  resorting  to  its  judicial  authority  for  the 
preservation  of  order,  then  they  were  to  continue  so 
to  do  until  the  question  of  ultimate  ownership 
shouldTie  finally  decided  in  some  mode  satisfactory 
to  both  governments.  The  propriety  of  this  ar- 
rangement will  not  bp  questioned  by  the  committee. 

If  it  left  to  the  British  government  the  jurisdiction 
over  the  inhabitants  along  the  military  road  which 
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leads  Irom  Halifax  to  Quebec,  and  thereby  furnish- 
ed it  with  a motive  for  procrastinating  the  contro- 
versy, inasmuch  as  it  continued  in  the  enjoyment 
of  nearly  all  that  rendered  the  country  valuable  as 
a British  possession,  it  also  furnished  a strong  proof 
of  the  desire  of  the  American  government  to  deal 
fairly  and  liberally  with  its  antagonist  in  the  argu- 
ment. Demonstrating,  in  this  conclusive  manner, 
that  it  was  not  influenced  by  a captious  spirit  of  dis- 
content, the  government  of  the  United  Slates  deri- 
ved from  this  state  of  the  case  a right  to  appeal  to 
the  British  government  to  expedite  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  the  controversy,  and  to  claim,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  full  benefit,  on  its  part,  ol  an  arrangement 
which,  perhaps,  gave  to  its  adversary  more  than  an 
equal  share  of  advantages.  But  the  arrangement 
has  been  entirely  misunderstood  or  misconstrued  if 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick  be  cor- 
rect in  his  exposition  of  theordeis  under  which  he 
is  acting.  Tne  United  States  never  did,  and  never 
can,  consent  that  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
whole  ten  itory  in  dispute  shall  be  consigned  to  the 
care  of  any  officer  of  the  British  government.  The 
pretension  now  advanced  is  as  unreasonable  in  it- 
self as  it  is  unsustained  by  any  agreement  between 
tiie  two  governments.  Supposing  that  the  parlies 
to  the  controversy  stand  upon  an  tqnal  foolingasto 
their  rights,  (and  there  is  none  other  in  the  case,  ex 
cept  the  inadmissible  one  formerly  alluded  to,)  the 
United  States  have  as  much  reason  to  expect  that 
Great  Britain  will  yield  to  them  Ihc  exclusive  juris- 
diction of  the  whole  of  the  contest  d territory,  to- 
gether with  the  care  and  custody  of  the  timber  and 
other  public  property,  as  she  has  to  require  from  us 
such  an  extravagant  concession.  On  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  it  has  never  been  claimed  or  asked, 
as  far  as  the  committee  are  informed  ; and  the  true 
position  of  the  president  now  is,  that  lie  resists  the 
application  of  a principle  which  no  executive  of 
this  country  ever  adopted  as  his  guide,  li  has  not 
been  asked  of  Great  Britain,  nor  can  it  be  submitted 
to  from  her.  What  the  United  States  ask  fiom  oth- 
ers, they  are  always  willing  to  grant  ; nor  can  they 
grant  what  it  would  be  deemed  unreasonable  to  ask. 

That  portion  of  the  territory  in  which  t lie  recent 
and  present  disturbances  exist,  has  been,  for  a num- 
ber of  years  past,  subject  to  the  laws  of  Maine;  and, 
before  the  separation  of  Maine  from  Massachusetts, 
was  under  the  control  of  the  latter.  In  December, 
1S07,  Massachusetts  conveyed  one  township,  lying 
on  both  sides  ot  the  Aroostook,  and  near  Ihe  meri- 
dian line  Irom  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  according 
to  a selection,  survey,  and  plan  made  under  a re- 
solve passed  in  March,  iSOO.  In  January,  1808, 
she  conveyed  ten  thousand  acres,  lying  west  of  the 
aforesaid  township,  and  on  both  sides  of  Ihe  Aroos- 
took, pursuant  to  a survey  and  plan  made  under  the 
same  resolve.  This  jurisdiction  has  been  continued, 
through  the  medium  of  land  agents,  ever  since  that 
time;  and  tile  settlers,  who  have  been  there  fora 
number  of  years  pasr,  (certainly  since  1322,)  have 
always,  in  practice,  held  their  properly  under  grants 
from  Massachusetts  and  Maine.  The  part  remain- 
ing unsettled  has  been  applied  lo  no  other  useful 
purpose  than  to  use  the  timber,  in  which  it  is  very 
productive;  ami  _ the  stale  of  Massachusetts  lias 
been  in  the  practice  of  granting  licenses  lo  her  peo- 
ple to  c u t limber  from  tile  pub]  c domain.  The  ex- 
ercise of  jurisdiction  was  as  perfect  as  the  nature  of 
the  country  would  permit.  The  mere  fact  of  grant- 
ing licenses  (o  cut  limber  (ocertain  individuals  shows 
that  the  preservation  of  the  timber  was  held  to  be 
an  obj-ct  of  great  consequence,  and  drew  alter  it 
the  incidental  right  of  refusing  to  permit  the  timber 
to  be  cut  ilow n,  whenever  it  was  thought  wise  to  do 
so  ; or  of  taking  other  measures  for  its  preservation, 
by  dr.ving  off  Irespass-rs,  or  punishing  them  by  civil 
process,  this  right  Maine  derived  Irom  Massachu- 
setts. Every  slate  government  in  the  union  lias  a 
right  to  legulate  Ihe  landed  interest,  whether  public 
or  private,  within  its  limits  ; and  Maine  stands  upon 
the  same  looting,  unless  as  lo  such  pails  of. it  as  are 
decided  not  lo  he  under  its  jurisdiction  b,  the  exer- 
cise of  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  federal  gov- 
ernment. But,  as  has  been  already  observed,  no 
proceeding  or  agreement  ot  the  federal  government 
can  he  found  which  did  not  recognise  an  actual  ju- 
risdiction, just  such  as  that  now  claimed  and  en- 
forced by  Maine.  Whether  the  legislature  of  that 
state  ought  or  ought  not,  in  courtesy  lo  the  fed- 
eral government,  to  have  invoked  its  interposition 
before  diiving  oil' the  trespassers  with  astrong  hand, 
is  a question  which  the  committee  deem  it  unneces- 
sary to  examine;  because  Ihe  pretensions  advanced 
by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick  equally 
exclude  the  right  of  the  United  Stales  and  Maine  to 
interfere.  It  the  United  Stales  had  been  applied  to, 
and  the  urgency  ol  the  case  had  rendered  a prompt 
ami  forcible  interposition  necessary  to  remove  those 
lawless  trespassers  who  were  equally’  the  enemies  of 
both  governments,  the  same  opposition  would  have 


been  made  to  such  inteiloixncc  by  t lie  lieutenant 
governor  of  New  Brunswick,  and  the  same  question 
arisen  as  in  the  present  case.  The  conflicting 
claims  of  Great  Bi itain  and  the  Un  ted  Slates  arc 
now  presented  in  antagonistic!:]  position  to  cacti 
oilier,  and  the  subordinate  question  as  lo  (lie  manner 
in  which  they  have  thus  been  brought  in  direct  op- 
position is  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  lequiie  a 
strict  examination.  If  't  were,  it  might  be  argued 
that  the  conduct  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New 
Brunswick  in  directing  a boom  to  be  placed  across 
the  mouth  of  the  Aroostook  river,  for  the  purpose  of 
intercepting,  seizing,  and  selling  the  timber  which 
lias  been  cut,  is  no  sufficient  satisfaction  to  the  state, 
of  Maine,  which  may  desire  to  preserve  its  own  tim- 
ber, whilst  it  argues  such  remissness  on  t lie  part  of 
the  British  authorities,  over  tlu-ir  own  piopie,  as 
might  well  have  induced  the  state  of  Maine  to  en- 
force tier  own  laws.  If  Ihe  committee  are  right  in 
the  view  which  they  have  taken  of  Ihe  arrangement 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  there  is 
nothing  in  it  to  impair,  but,  on  the  cont:  ary,  every- 
thing to  ratify  the  jurisdiction  of  Maine  over  that  pai  t 
of  tier  territory  where  it  had  long  been  familiar,  and 
tile  interference  of  (lie  lieutenant  governor  of  New 
Brunswick  is  a violation  of  the  existing  understand- 
ing. In  the  first  proceeding  of  Maine,  the  force  sent 
to  arrest  or  di  ive  off  the  numerous  and  armed  band  ol 
trespassers  who  were  depredating  upon  the  public 
property,  appears  to  have  been  in  t fie  nature  of  a 
c i \ if  process,  in  execution  of  the  law  of  the  land. 
The  power  of  a ministerial  officer,  such  as  a shetilf, 
for  example,  to  compel  obedience  to  the  law,  and  to 
summon  to  his  aid  a sufficient  portion  of  the  ‘-power 
of  the  country”  to  subdue  opposition,  is  well  known 
botli  to  Aineiican  and  British  jurisprudence,  amt  is 
sanctioned  by  early  laws  in  tiie  tiisioiy  of  England. 
The  liotousand  desperate  character  of  the  marau- 
ders upon  the  Aroostook  is  sufficiently  manifested 
by  the  fact  of  their  breaking  open  an  arsenal  upon 
the  British  territory,  in  order  to  supply  themselves 
with  an  additional  quantity  of  arms  to  enable  them- 
selves to  resist  and  repel  the  party  which  was  ap- 
proaching, under  a civil  officer,  to  require  submis- 
sion to  the  laws.  The  proclamation  of  t tie  lieuten- 
ant governor  of  New  Brunswick  was  issued  before 
any  steps  were  taken  by  Maine  to  sustain  the  civil 
by  the  military  power,  and  was  directed  against  t lie 
interference  of  the  ministerial  officer  of  the  law, 
acting  in  strict  conformity  with  wliat  are  believed  to 
be  fundamental  principles  of  British  as  well  as  Ame- 
rican Jaw.  The  first  appeal  to  military  force  was 
made  by  him,  and  the  subsequent  proceedings  of 
Maine  are  defensive  met  fly.  The  pretension  of  the 
lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick  excludes 
the  civil  as  well  as  military  power  of  Maine  and  the 
United  Slates  from  interfering  to  preserve  order  in 
this:  seat  of  tiie  ancient  jurisdiction  of  Massachu- 
setts; and  would  compel  Ihe  United  Slates  ami 
Maine  to  rely  upon  the  justice,  the  v igilance,  or  (lie 
generosity  of  the  Brilish  authorities  for  (lie  main- 
tenance of  good  order  and  the  enforcement  of  the 
laws,  in  a country  where  nothing  but  a naked  claim 
can  be  said  to  exist  upon  the  part  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment. It  demands  of  Maine  that  she  should  di- 
vest herself  of  a jurisdiction  practically  established 
and  ascertained,  and  transfer  it  to  Great  Britain.  It 
demands  of  the  United  Slates  that  an  arrangement, 
aileged  to  have  been  made  between  the  fwo  govern- 
ments, of  the  existence  of  which  the  United  States 
are  unconscious,  should  be  summarily  carried  out, 
according  to  tiie  construction  which  one  of  the  par- 
ties is  saiii  to  have  placed  upon  it,  and  without  giv- 
ing to  the  oilier  party  an  opportunity  to  contest  such 
construction.  It  is  difficult,  in  the  opinion  of  t tie 
committee,  to  believe  that  tiie  government  of  Great 
Britain  maintains  such  an  interpretation  of  that  ar- 
rangement, and  thus  converts  wliat  w as  intended  lor 
file  preservation  of  friendly  feelings  into  a source  ot  j 
great  and  instant  discord.  But  the  assertion  of  the  ’ 
lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick  tins  been 
Iwice  officially,  deliberately,  and  publicly  made, 
that  he  is  aciing  under  the  instructions  of  his  gov- 
ernment; a fact  of  which  he  and  his  government 
can  be  Ihe  only  judges.  The  execution  of  these 
orders  is  incompatible  with  the  honor  of  (he  United 
Slates.  The  executive  branch  of  I he  government 
Itas  expressed  this  opinion,  and  in  this  opinion  the 
committee  lolly  concur.  The  sudden  execution  of 
these  orders  may  bring  on  a crisis  for  which  as  much 
preparation  ought  to  he  made  as  Ihe  short  time  re- 
maining of  (tie  present  session  of  congress  will  per- 
mit; and  the  bill  which  is  herewith  submitted  is 
intended  to  accomplish  that  purpose. 

The  committee  refer  with  much  pleasure  to  the 
efforts  which  have  been  made  by  the  British  min- 
ister at  Washington,  evidenced  by  the  memoran- 
dum of  a conference  between  him  and  (he  secre- 
tary of  state,  to  avert  the  events  which  seem  to  be 
approaching.  If  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New 
Brunswick  shall  desist  from  any  attempt  to  take 


or  hotel  military  possession  ol  the  whole  oi  the  dis- 
puted territory,  it  will  be  easy  to  restore  tilings  to 
their  former  condition.  If  be  shall  determine  to 
suspend  further  movements  until  the  decision  ol  the 
British  government  be  known,  it  will  be  for  that 
government  lo  say  what  shall  be  the  political  reia- 
1 ions  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bi  itain; 
whether  the  friendship  winch  now  so  happily  j re- 
vails between  the  two  nations,  for  the  preset  ration 
of  which  the  essential  interests  ol  botli  loudly  call, 
shall  be  suddenly  and  mdeiy  broken  by  assuming  a 
principle  as  a ground  of  action  lo  which  the  United 
States  cannot  submit. 

The  committee  cannot  but  entertain  the  hope 
that  no  precipitate  counsels  on  the  part  ol  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  New  Brunswick  will  ch  prive 
tiie  government  ol  Great  Biitain  of  an  opportunity 
ot  explaining,  before  any  more  seiiotis  difficulties 
shall  have  occurred,  orders  which  he  is  believed  to 
have  misunderstood^  In  this  event,  ali  immediate 
difficulties  will  disappear.  The  insuperable  ob- 
jection to  the  military  occupation  of  tiie  disputed 
territory  by  Great  Britain,  requires,  in  common 
fairness,  that  no  attempt  of  the  kind  should  be  made 
by  Maine  or  the  United  States.  Having  accom- 
plished her  intention  of  driving  off  or  arresting  the 
; trespassers  upon  t tie  Aroostook,  and  thus  enforcing 
j her  laws,  Maine  w itl.it  is  not  to  be  daubtid,  be 
satisfied  with  this  vindication  of  her  sovereign!}', 
and  withdraw  the  military  force  which  is  now  in 
arms  to  sustain  the  civil  auttioiity  and  repel  inva- 
sion. A contemporaneous  cessation  ol  measures 
by  Maine  and  New  Brunsw  ick  w ill  compromit  the 
honor  of  neither;  and  time  will  thus  be  afforded 
for  the  British  government  to  select  the  posi:ion 
which  it  inti  ndsto  occupy  in  the  relations  betw  een 
it  and  t tie  United  Slates.  If  any  motive  were  ne- 
cessary to  induce  Maine  to  adopt  a course  so  mani- 
festly proper,  it  would  be  found  in  t tie  prompt  re- 
sponse of  the  executive  of  the  United  States  to  the 
appeal  made  to  it  at  the  present  crisis,  and  the 
jealous  sensibility  which  lias  been  manifested  tor 
the  protection  of  her  rights,  by  spreading  over  them 
the  ample  powers  of  the  federal  union. 

Tiie  committee  ought,  perhaps,  here  to  close  this 
report.  But  the  anxiety  which  they  feel  that  no 
measure  should  be  left  unemployid  to  preserve 
peace  between  (lie  United  States  and  Gieat  Britain, 
by  removing,  not  only  temporality  but  permanent- 
ly, the  causes  of  discontent  between  them,  induces 
(hem  to  offer  another  recommendation  to  the  bouse. 
It  is,  t tie  expression  of  an  opinion  by  the  house, 
sustained  by  a legislative  provision,  that  a special 
embassy  should  be  sent  to  England,  lor  the  pur- 
pose oi'  co-operating  with  the  resident  minister 
llieio,  in  endeavoring  to  adjust  this  long-pending 
controversy.  The  precedents  for  this  measure  in 
our  history  are  numerous  and  encouraging. 

The  object  of  such  an  embassy  is,  to  express  a 
deep  conviction  on  the  part  of  the  government  of 
tiie  extreme  urgency  of  the  case,  and  the  absolute 
necessity  of  adjusting  existing  difficulties.  The 
ordinary  forms  of  negotiation  appear  insufficient  to 
rouse  the  British  government  to  the  danger  that  the 
two  nations  may  find  themselves  involved  in  war, 

; notwithstanding  the  desire  of  Ihe  governments  of 
| botli  to  avoid  it,  arid  the  step  proposed  would  mani- 
fest to  the  world,  at  all  events,  that  the  United  States 
are  sincerely  anxious  to  exert  every  means  in  their 
power  to  maintain  the  most  amicable  relations  with 
a government  and  people,  so  eminently  entitled  to 
the  respect  and  regard  of  every  c ivilized  nation  on 
(tie  globe. 

The  committee  are  conscious  that  some  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  herewith  reported  would  more 
properly  have  emanated  from  some  of  the  oilier 
committees  of  the  house,  upon  whose  jurisdiction 
they  are  reluctant  to  encroach;  but  the  lew  days 
which  remain  of  this  session  would  not  have  per- 
mitted any  delay,  with  a view  of  referring  these 
subjects  to  other  committees,  with  the  slightest 
hope  of  obtaining  any  action  on  the  part  of  Ihe 
house.  They  submit  the  whole  matter,  therefore, 
as  the  result  of  their  anxious  reflections,  to  the  bet- 
ter judgment  of  the  house. 

[For  the  biil  see  page  16  ] 


CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  af- 
fairs, to  w hich  w as  referred  the  president’s  message 
of  the  27th  ult.  submitted,  on  Saturday  last,  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  to  which  was 
referred  t lie  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  of  the  27th  F hrtiary,  relating  to  Mexico,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  otter  the  fol- 
low ing  1 eport : 

In  the  month  ot  September  last,  a convention  was 
made  between  the  governments  of  Mexico  and  the 
United  States,  wherein  it  was  agreed  that  the  clnuns 
of' a piivate  nature  upon  Mexico  by  citizens  of  the 


26 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  9,  1839— THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 


U n i ted  States  should  be  referred  to  a board  of  commis- 
sioners, two  of  whom  were  lo  be  appointed  by  Mexi- 
co and  two  by  the  United  States.  It  was  further 
agreed  that,  in  case  of  a difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  commissioners,  the  questions  should  be 
decided  by  tile  lung  of  Prussia,  or  an  arbiter  lo  be 
selected  by  him,  wiio  should  proceed  lo  Wasliinglon 
and  reside  there  until  the  terminatioi)  of  his  func- 
tions. The  ratifications  of  this  convention  were  to 
be  exchanged  at  Washington  on  or  before  the  10th 
of  February. 

Tiie  committee  regret  to  say  that  the  time  thus 
stipulated  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  lias 
passed  away,  without  the  performance  of  this  con- 
cluding obligation  on  the  part  of  Mexico.  There 
are  only  two  reasons  given  for  the  omission.  The 
first  is  contained  in  a letter  from  the  Mexican  minis 
ter  to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated  on  tile  11th  Feb- 
ruary, 1839,  in  which  he  says  that  lie  had  been  in- 
formed on  the  Till  of  December,  by  the  acting  secre- 
tary of  foreign  relations  of  Mexico,  that  tile  des- 
patches relating  to  the  convention  had  been  received, 
but  that  Senor  Cuevas,  the  minister  in  ordinary,  was 
preparing  to  go  to  Jnlapa  for  the  purpose  of  treating 
with  admiral  Baudin,  and  that  the  government  had 
been  subsequently  occupied  entirely  with  that  afiair, 
and  had  not  been  able  even  to  examine  the  said  con- 
vention. No  reason  is  assigned  for  the  inactivity  of 
the  government  prior  to  the  7lh  of  December,  al- 
though sufficient  time  intervened  between  Septem- 
ber and  December  for  the  reception  and  examination 
of  the  convention,  the  ratification  of  which  could 
scarcely  have  occupied  more  than  an  hour.  The 
reason  is  altogether  insufficient  ar.d  unsatisfactory. 

Another  reason  which  is  assigned  through  tile  me- 
dium of  tiie  consul  is,  that  the  king  of  Prussia  declin- 
ed to  act  as  arbiter,  as  Mexico  had  been  informed  by 
the  Prussian  ciiarge  d’affaires.  But  as  no  direct  in- 
formation of  tliis  description  has  reached  the  United 
States,  the  committee  think  some  error  must  have 
occurred,  as  tiie  good  understanding  between  Prus- 
sia and  the  United  States  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  induced  a communication  to  die  United  States 
as  well  as  Mexico,  if  tiie  arbitration  had  been  de- 
clined. It  is  not  a good  reason  for  the  omission  to 
ratify  the  convention,  because  another  power  could 
easily  have  been  substituted  in  the  place  of  Piussia. 

In  a note  from  the  Mexican  minister  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  dated  on  tiie  13th  of  February,  11539, 
lie  declares  that  the  approbation  expressed  by  his 
government  with  regard  to  a former  minister  did 
not  extend  to  die  preparation,  publication,  and  use 
made  by  that  person  of  a pamphlet  which  he  printed 
at  Philadelphia,  when  lie  supposed,  in  good  fail'll, 
that  his  mission  was  entirely  ended.  Tliis  disavowal, 
removing  the  objection  which  prevented  the  renew 
al  of  diplomatic  intercourse  with  Mexico,  lias  in- 
duced tiie  president  to  order  a minister  plenipoten- 
tiary from  ttis  United  Slates  to  repair  to  Mexico, 
with  all  convenient  despatch,  after  the  preparation 
of  his  instructions,  which  cannot  be  drawn  up  unlit 
a satisfactory  explanation  (daily  expected)  shall  be 
given  of  tiie  causes  which  prevented  the  ratification 
of  die  convention.  In  the  mean  time,  congress  is 
about  to  close  its  session,  and  die  committee  cannot, 
with  any  probability  of  having  it  discussed,  oiler  to 
the  house  any  mode  in  which  it  may  exercise  its 
legislative  powers.  They  have  thrown  their  opinion 
into  the  form  of  resolutions,  which  are  herewith  sub- 
niiited. 

Resolved,  That  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  S sites  view  the  existing  condition  of  the  political 
relations  between  die  United  S ates  and  M xieo  with 
great  dissatisfaction,  the  earlier  causes  of  which  are 
now  increased  by  the  omission  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment to  ratify  the  convention  concluded  between  ihe 
agents  of  tiie  two  p wvers  in  September  last,  without 
assigning  fitly  sufficient  reason  for  such  omission. 

Resolved,  That  die  unreasonable  procrastination 
whicli  has  attended  every  step  on  the  part  of  Mexico 
in  the  progress  of  the  negotiations  between  the  two  go- 
vernments, for  many  years  past,  justifies  a hope  that  the 
minister  who  is  about  to  be  sent  to  that  country  by  the 
president  will  press  for  a speedy  and  definite  settlement 
of  die  deina'hds  which  have  been  so  repeatedly,  but  in- 
effectually, made  upon  Mexico  by  the  government  of 
the  Uuiicd  Suites. 

Resulted,  That  this  house  will  impatiently  expect,  the 
result  of  this  mission  ; rod,  if  it  shall  prove  unavailing, 
will  sustain  the  executive  branch  of  the  government  in 
any  ulterior  measures  which  may  become  necessary. 

THE  SENATE  AND  THE  POSTMASTER 
GENERAL. 

From  Ihe  Globe  of  Saturday  night. 

It  is  due  to  die  postmaster  general  that  the  whole 
facts  connected  with  Friday’s  proceedings  in  the 
senate;  should  be  laid  before  the  public. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  Mr.  Tailtnadge  sub- 
mitted tiie  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted, 
viz  : 

“ Rtsolred,  That  the  postmaster  general  communi- 
cate to  the  senate  the  number  of  removals  of  deputy  post- 


1 masters  since  the  4th  day  of  March.  1837  ; the  names 

i t liit:  persons  so  removed,  and  the  times  when  remo- 
ved ; die  names  of  the  persons  appointed  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies ; die  names  of  the  offices  where  such  remo 
vats  have  been  made,  clossi lying  the  whole  by  states 
and  territories.” 

Tliis  resolution  was  received  at  the  post  t ffice 
department  on  .the  13ih.  As  it  did  not  appear  to 
look  to  any  action  of  the  senate,  legislative  or  ex- 
ecutive, it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  inter- 
rupt tiie  oniinary  business  of  Ihe  department,  for 
the  purpose  of  hastening  a reply,  as  the  object,  jt 
was  presumed,  would  be  accomplished  if  it  was 
sent  before  the  close  of  the  session.  The  statement 
was,  therefore,  made  out  as  other  business  permit 
ted,  with  intent  to  send  it  up  as  soon  as  it  should  be 
prepared.  Tliis,  of  itself,  was  no  light  job,  as  the 
names  had  to  be  extracted  from  about  1570  pages  of 
die  postmaster  general’s  journal,  composed  of  large 
manuscript  volumes. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  Mr.  Taltmadge  offered 
t lie  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  viz  : 
“Whereas,  the  senate,  on  the  12th  day  of  February 
instant,  passed  a resolution  as  follows  : 

“ Resolved , T .at  the  postmaster  general  communi- 
cate to  the  senate  the  number  of  removals  of  deputy 
postmasters,  since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1837 ; the 
names  of  the  persons  so  removed,  and  the  times  when 
removed  ; the  names  of  the  persons  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancies  ; the  names  of  the  offices  where  such  remo- 
vals have  been  made,  classifying  the  whole  by  states 
a id  ter  holies:  and,  whereas,  no  answer  has  been  re- 
ceived to  the  same,  therefore, 

“ Resolved , That  the  postmaster  general  inform  the 
senate,  without  delay,  why  he  he  has  not  communica- 
ted the  information  required  by  said  resolution.” 

This  was  immediately  sent  to  the  post  office  de- 
partment. At  the  moment  of  its  reception  the  post- 
master general's  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  12th , 
with  the  statement  called  for,  was  in  the  hands  ol 
his  messenger  for  conveyance  to  the  capitol,  and  the 
messenger  was  detained  until  a reply  to  the  last  res- 
olution could  be  prepared.  The  replies  to  the  two 
resolutions,  therefore,  went  up  together,  and  were  as 
follows  : 

“ Post  office  department,  Feb.  27,  1839. 

“ Sir  : In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
senate,  adopted  on  the  12th  inslanl,  I have  the  hon- 
or to  transmit  a statement  showing  the  number  of 
removals  of  postmasters  since  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1S37,  the  names  of  the  persons  so  removed,  the 
time  of  removal,  the  names  of  the  persons  appoint- 
ed to  fill  the  vacancies,  and  the  names  of  the  offices 
where  such  removals  have  been  made,  classified  by 
states  and  teiritories. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  Kendall. 

“ lion.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

“ Vice  preside’/. I and  president  of  the  senate.” 

“Post  office  department,  Feb.  27,  1839. 

“ Sir:  Just  as  my  messenger  was  about  to  start 
for  the  capitol  with  several  communications,  inclu- 
ding my  leply  lo  the  resolution  of  the  senate  adopt- 
ed on  the  lztk  inst.,  1 received  their  resolution  of 
this  day,  asking  why  the  information  then  asked 
for  has  not  been  communicated. 

“ In  reply,  I have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  on- 
ly reason  I have  to  give  why  it  has  not  been  before 
communicated  is,  that  it  was  not  ready. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  Kendall. 

“ lion.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

“ Vice  president  and  president  of  the  senate.” 

To  do  justice  lo  the  postmaster  general,  these  pa- 
pers should  he  taken  together.  But  it  so  happened 
that,  although  sent  up  on  the  27th  February,  (hey 
were  not  read  until  the  1st  March,  and  then  the 
last  was  read  first.  Had  the  oilier  been  read  first, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  impressions  of  most  of 
the  senators  would  have  been  different.  With  an 
imperfect  view  of  the  case,  they,  however,  proceed- 
ed to  pass  the  following  resolutions  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  letter  of'the  postmaster  general, 
to  the  president  of  the  senate,  staling  that  the  only  rea- 
son why  he  had  not  sent  an  answer  tu  a previous  reso- 
lu  ion,  was  because  it  was  not  ready,  is  considered  by 
the  senate  as  disrespectful  lo  this  body. 

“ Resolved,  That  said  letter  wilh  the  resolution  to 
which  it  purports  to  he  an  answer,  be  laid  before  the 
president  of the  United  States  fur  such  action  as  he  may 
deem  proper.’’ 

These  were  immediately  forwarded  to  the  presi- 
dent, who,  in  a short  time  sent  in  a message,  with 
the  following  letter  of  the  postmaster  general,  viz  : 

“ Post  office  department,  March  1,  1339. 

“ Sir:  In  reference  to  the  resolution  of  the  sen- 
ate, adopted  this  day,  and  by  you  just  communica- 
ted to  me,  expressing  the  opinion  that  a communi- 
cation made  by  me  on  the  27th  ultimo,  in  reply  to 
their  resolution  of  the  same  date,  was  disrespectful 


to  that  botlv,  I have  only  to  sav,  that  no  di-respect 
was  intended  or  felt.  Their  resolution  of  the  12th 
ult.  called  for  the  names  of  removed  postmasters, 
designated  no  specific  time  within  w Inch  the  in- 
formation would  be  wanted;  and  as  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  look  to  any  immediate  legislative  or  execu- 
tive action  on  tlmir  part,  the  necessity  of  great  ex- 
pedition in  preparing  and  communicating  them,  to 
the  delay  of  other  pressing  matters,  was  not  appre- 
ciated by  me  so  highly  as  it  appears  to  have  been 
by  the  senate,  or  as  perhaps  it  ought  to  have  been. 
And  as  the  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  12th,  was 
already  in  the  hands  of  the  messenger,  and  would 
accompany  the  reply  to  that  of  the  27th,  showing 
that  no  disposition  existed  to  withhold  the  informa- 
tion called  for,  it  did  not  occur  lo  me  that  any  de- 
tailed explanation  why  it  had  not  been  sootier  sent, 
was  necessary  or  would  be  expected.  Hence  it 
will  be  perceived,  that  the  letter  complained  of, 
was  written  hastily,  (the  messenger  having  been 
in  fact  detained  until  it  could  be  written  and  recor- 
ded ;)  and  but  for  the  hurry  of  the  moment,  not  al- 
lowing time  for  consideration,  I should  probably 
have  given  the  more  full  explanation  contained  in 
this  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  Kendall. 

“ To  the  president.” 

With  this  explanation  the  senate  appeared  to  be 
satisfied. 

It  is  possible  that  the  postmaster  general’s  reply 
to  Mr.  Tallmadge’s  resolution  ofllie  27th,  may  have 
been  more  brief  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been 
in  consequence  of  the  tone  of  that  resolution,  which 
appealed  to  many  to  be  quite  as  susceptible  of  an 
offensive  construction  as  t lie  reply. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS. 

THIRD  SESSION — SENATE. 

February  27.  In  addition  to  the  proceedings  in- 
serted on  page  12,  we  give  the  following  : 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a memorial  liom  the  Phil- 
adelphia board  of  trade,  asking  an  appropriation  fer 
the  erection  of  a light  house  on  Brandywine  shoals. 

Mr.  Moulon  presented  a memorial  from  numerous 
citizens  of  Louisiana,  asking  a repeal  of  the  natu- 
ralization law,  ami  lo  prevent  the  increasing  influx 
of  foreigners. 

Resolutions  were  introduced  giving  to  the  mes- 
sengers, pages,  and  persons  connected  with  the 
capitol,  (such  as  the  watchmen,  doorkeepers,  8tc.)  a 
certain  sum  in  addition  to  their  salaries. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, repotted  the  bill  from  the  house  to  provide  for 
the  protection  anil  defence  of  the  western  frontier. 

Mr.  Robbins  introduced  a resolution  calling  on  the 
mayor  and  city  councils  of  Washington  to  prepare 
a plan  for  an  institute  under  the  bequest  of  Mr. 
Smithson,  of  London. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Tall- 
madge,  was  taken  up. 

Tliis  resolution  called  for  a statement  of  deputy 
postmasters  dismissed  since  May  last,  and  asked  at 
the  same  time  for  the  reasons  why’  the  resolution  of 
the  same  nature  which  had  before  passed  the  senate 
had  not  been  answered. 

Mr.  Taltmadge  said  he  had  offered,  about  two 
weeks  since,  the  first  part  of  the  resolution  that  had 
just  been  read  ; it  had  passed  the  senate  at  once, 
and,  although  that  time  had  elapsed,  there  had  been 
no  return  made  from  the  department.  The  infor- 
mation sought  for,  any  competent  clerk  could  pre- 
pare in  the  course  of  a day.  If  the  statements  were 
to  be  furnished,  it  was  desirable  that  they  should  be 
forthcoming  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  if 
they  were  not,  Mr.  T.  desired  to  have  the  reasons 
why. 

Mr.  Niles  was  not  heard  in  the  first  part  of  his  re- 
marks, but  was  understood  to  say  that  the  postmaster 
J general  was  not  afraid  or  ashamed  to  show  to  the 
whole  world  what  ho  did  in  the  discharge  ot  his  du- 
ties. He  did  not  think  the  resolution  treated  that 
officer  with  proppr  respect.  Asking  the  reasons 
why  he  had  not  furnished  information,  implied  cen- 
sure on  the  conduct  of  the  head  of  the  department, 
which  he  was  by  no  means  prepared  to  admit. 

Mr.  Taltmadge  was  not  aware  that  the  resolution 
was  expressive  of  censure  ; there  might  be  good 
and  sufficient  reasons  why  the  response  had  not  been 
made,  among  which  could  be  instanced  press  of 
other  business,  See.  He  thought,  however,  that  the 
postmaster  general,  in  justice  to  himself,  should 
state  the  cause®  why  it  had  not  beet,  furnished.  Mr. 
T.  was  desirous  to  have  the  information,  and  as 
there  were  now  only  two  or  three  days  to  the  close 
of  the  session,  it  must  be  manifest  to  every  senator 
that  if  it  were  not  sent  at  once  it  would  be  too  late. 

Mr.  Wright  did  not  know,  but  there  appeared  to 
him,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  that  there  was  some- 
thing novel  in  such  a proceeding. 

Mr.  Preston  said  there  did  indeed  appear  some- 
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thin"  novel  in  the  matter.  Here  was  a piece  of 
plain  in  forma  t ion  a-ketl  tor,  that  any  clerk,  ay,  any 
clerk  in  tile  department  might  Inrnish  in  a tninl  ol 
a day,  amt  v *i  weeks  had  Oven  sutler.  <1  to  elapse 

without  it,  b.  ina;  sent.  He  must  eoliless  liiat  this 
looked  like  an  act  of  contumacy  on  the  p irt  of  the 
otlicer.  When  a resolution  was  presented,  and  the 
senate  adopted  that  resolution,  it  became  the  pro- 
perty of  the  body;  and  he  thought  it  necessary  that 
a proper  sense  ol  its  own  dignity  should  be  preser- 
ved. The  thing  asked  lor  was  entirely  unobjec- 
tionable in  itself,  and  he  hoped  it  might  be  pas- 
sed without  further  delay. 

Mr.  Norveil  said  that  the  sense  of  the  senile  had 
already  been  expressed  by  the  passage  of  that  res- 
olution, some  days  since.  He  did  not  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  again  acting  on  it,  and  he  should  therefore 
move  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  expressed  a hope  that  the  resolu- 
tion would  not  be  postponed.  More  than  fifteen 
days  ago,  he  had  asked  fertile  information,  and  tile 
senate  had  sanctioned  the  call.  There  was  no  trou- 
ble or  investigation  necessary;  it  was  merely  to 
take  from  the  recoids  of  ttie  office  a plain  statement 
of  facts,  which  any  one  clerk  might  collate  and  pre- 
pare at  once.  His  political  life  was  short,  and  he 
desired  to  have  the  answer  before  its  close. 

Mr.  Foster  said  it  was  with  ditficulty  lie  could  re- 
strain his  feelings  on  such  an  occasion.  Here  a 
plain  call  had  been  made  on  a department  by  the  se- 
nate, and  after  suliicient  time  bad  elapsed  to  answer 
it,  none  had  been  received  ; and  when  an  honora- 
ble senator  sought  for  the  rea-ons,  there  appeared  a 
disposition  to  smother  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Norveil  withdrew  his  motion,  affirming  there 
was  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  senate  to  have 
the  information  withheld. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  in  t he  first  of  the  session,  he  had 
offered  a resolution,  calling  on  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  information  in  rela' ion  to  tiie  fishing 
bounties,  which  resolution  had  been  amended  at  the 
suggestion  of  a senator  from  Massachusetts,  and 
yet  that  information  had  not  reached  the  senate. 
He  had  nev  r thought  of  calling  by  resolution  for 
an  ansvverwhy  its  provisions  had  not  been  complied 
with  ; he  knew  too  well  the  niimerous-ealls  made 
on  the  departments  of  the  government,  which  were, 
on  an  average,  six  times  more  than  could  be  answer- 
ed within  any  reasonable  period.  He  mentioned 
this  merely  to  show  what  had  been  his  own  rule  ot 
conduct  in  such  matters. 

Mr.  Tillmidge  insisted  that  the  delay  in  sending 
the  information  called  for  from  the  post  office  de- 
partment con  1<1  not  be  owing  to  the  want  of  clerks 
or  time,  for  to  make  out  the  whole  information  re- 
quired would  not  occupy  one  of  the  clerks  more 
than  a single  day.  Since  the  late  elections  in  New 
York  there  had  been  removals  of  postmasters 
throughout  the  slate;  and  Mr.  T.  having  been  re- 
quested to  ascertain  at  the  department  the  reasons 
for  some  of  these  removals,  on  his  application  there, 
he  had  been  promptly  refused  the  pi  ivilege  and  op- 
portunity of  seeing  the  papers.  Gentlemen  outlie 
other  side  had  gone  to  I he  furthest  point  in  vindi- 
cating and  recommending  the  interlerence  of  office 
holders  in  elections;  hut  that  interference  must  be 
on  the  right  side,  or  even  their  casting  their  votes 
votes  would  not  be  tol  rated.  Tte  report  of  the 
senator  IVoin  New  Tcrsey  on  Ibis  subject  said  a 
great  deal  of  the  horrors  ot  an  electoral  inquisition, 
that  shoul  I prevent  interference  in  elections.  13 u t 
what  inquisition  could  be  greater  or  more  detesta- 
ble than  this,  where  tile  master  inquisitor  sat  at  the 
head  of  the  whole  machinery,  and  instantly  struck 
off’  the  heads  of  all  Uiosp  who  would  not  obey  his 
will  in  tiie  exercise  of  their  political  functions  ? 
These  persons  in  New  York  were  removed  the  vi  ry 
moment  the  elections  were  over,  and  most  palpably 
removed,  because  they  exercised  the  privilege  of 
voting  against  a member  of  the  other  bouse,  who 
had  most  evidently  himself  gone  against  the  will  of 
his  constituents.  And  when  Mr.  T.  who  was ' 
equally  a representative  of  the  state,  asked  to  look 
for  the  reasons  of  these  removals,  he  was  told  that 
he  could  not  see  the  papers.  He  wished  the  coun- 
try to  know  this,  and  to  know,  also,  that  while  some 
of  the  friends  of  the  administration  were  devoutly 
contending  that  office  holders  had  a right  to  inter- 
fere in  elections  to  any  and  every  extent,  otlu  rs  on 
the  same  side  were  instantly  punishing  in  the  sever 
est  manner  the  simple  caning  of  a vote  in  opposition 
to  their  wishes. 

Mr.  T.  had  formerly  moved  a resolution  calling 
on  the  postmaster  general,  not  lor  tiis  reasons  for 
removals,  but  for  a simple  statement  of  facts  ; and 
now  fifteen  davs  had  passed  without  an  answer, 
and  no  reason  even  had  been  assigned  for  the  delay. 
And  now,  when  Mr.  T.  oifered  a resolution  asking 
him  lor  the  reason  of  this  delay,  it  was  gravely  ob- 
jected to.  Mr.  T wished  the  country  to  kno  a also 
that  this  grand  inquisitor  would  notoniy  at  will  strike 


off'  the  heads  ol  tiis  refractory  officers,  and  proudly 
sit  without  ever  assigning  a reason;  but  when  can 
ed  upon  t>y  the  competent  authority  to  say  at  least 
why  In  would  not  as  t.;ii  to  tuem  his  reasons,  am 
when  tie  refused  or  neglected  to  do  even  this,  then 
were  enough  here  ready  to  spring  up  and  screen 
him  Iroin  all  question  whatever. 

Mr.  Niles  argued  at  considerable  length  that 
these  office  holders  who  were  removed  had  not  been 
honest  as  politicians,  and  that  there  was  no  bettei 
cause  for  removing  a public  officer  than  his  politi- 
cal dishonesty. 

Mr.  Bayard  said,  as  the  principal  objection  to  the 
resolution  was  tiiat  it  might  be  looked  upon  as 
casting  censure  on  the  postmaster  general  lor  de- 
lay, he  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  striking  the 
words  “ without  delay”  from  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Benton  moved,  as  a test  of  the  sense  of  the 
senate  on  this  subject,  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on 
the  table;  which  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Align,  Denton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mquton, 
Niles,  Norveil,  Fierce,  Roane.  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, Wall,  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Wright, 
Y oung — 19. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ken 
tucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cu  hbert,  Davis,  Foster, 
King,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Smith,  ot’ Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  White — 21. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  when  there  was  a call  on  a de- 
partment, it  was  right  there  should  be  an  answer, 
and  it  was  equally  clear,  when  an  answer  was  not  gi- 
ven, that  it  was  t tghl  to  tu.ovv  the  reason  w by.  This 
government  was  a government  of  responsibility  ; 
and,  besides,  justice  to  the  country  and  to  t lie  otii 
cers  themselves  required  that  their  conduct  in  office, 
and  the  reasons  for  it,  should  be  known.  On  this 
ground,  Mr.  C.  would  vote  in  favor  of  the  lesolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Sevier  said  he  had  voted  fo  lay  it  on  the  table 
only  on  account  of  the  protracted  debate.  lie 
should  now  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Tire  resolution  was  then  agreed  to  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Ciay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Critteimen, 
Cuthberr,  Davis,  Foster,  Fulton,  King,  Knight,  Linn, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Pierce,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Roane,  R bbms,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  White,  Williams,  of  Mis- 
sissippi— 30. 

NAYS — Me-srs.  Benton,  Brown,  Hubbard,  Mouton, 
Niles,  Norveil,  Smilh,  of  Connecticut,  Wail,  Wright, 
Young — 10. 

The  senate  again  took  up  the  bill  fo  prevent  I h e 
interference  of  officers  and  agents  of  the  United 
Stales  government  in  elections. 

Mr.  Crittenden  spoke  at  large  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  especially  in  opposition  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
report  on  this  subject  irom  the  judiciary  committee, 
adducing  docum>  ntary  proof,  at  Boston,  that  office 
holders  had  beer:  largely  “(loomed”  to  pay  a pro 
rata  tax  lor  the  purposes  of  elections. 

Mr.  [Vail  spoke  largely  in  vin.ticalion  of  bis  re- 
port, declaring  that  its  doctrines  had  not  even  been 
assailed,  because  they  had  been  misunderstood  and 
misrepresented,  and  that  all  the  descriptions  of  them 
made  by  their  opponents  in  the  senate  were  quit- 
imaginary. 

Mr  Niles  spoke  long  and  strongly  in  vindication 
of  the  practice  of  levying  a tux  on  office  holders,  to 
be  used  in  elections,  declaring  it  to  be  quite  as 
justifiable  as  for  any  private  citizen  to  use  money 
lor  that  purpose.  He  spoke  also  in  reply  on  various 
points  to  Mr.  Crittenden  and  Mr.  Rives. 

A discussion  followed,  chiefly  politico-personal, 
by  Messrs.  Crittenden , Wall,  and  Niles. 

Mr.  Crittenden  now  offered  his  substitute  which 
he  had  al  first  proposed  for  tile  original  bill,  omit- 
ting the  fine,  and  restricting  the  penalty  lo  a mere 
disability  for  office  under  the  government,  confining 
himself  to  the  words  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  declar- 
ing that  he  preferred  the  substitute,  but,  if  that 
should  be  rejected,  he  would  vole  for  the  original 
bill. 

This  substitute  was  lost  by  veas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight, 
Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Buggies, 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift  Tallmadge,  White — 18.= 

NAYS — Messrs.  A'len,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Cuthhert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King.  Linn. 
Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nile;,  N irvell,  Pierce.  Roane, 
Robinson.  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut.  Walker, 
Wall,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
Wright,  Young — 25. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  offered  a substitute  precisely  like 
the  substitute  of  Mr.  Crittenden,  except  lhat  the 
punishment  of  dismission  from  office  was  to  be 
inflicted  only  on  those  who  should  in  any  way, 


either  cBreclly  or  indireclly,  payor  advance  any 
money  lor  purpose®  ol  elections. 

Mr.  Norveil  suggested  tiiat  batiks  should  be  era- 
Stared  by  the  substitute,  -3  well  as  office-holders* 

Mr.  Tallmadge  was  perfectly  willing;  he  bad 
not  the  smallest  objection  b he  dismission  ol  banks 
from  ojjice  the  moment  they  should  contribute  mo- 
ney lor  electioneering  pm  poses. 

This  substitute  was  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Crittenden,  Da- 
vis, Foster.  Merrick,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins, 
Rtffrgles,  Small  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  While 
—15 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Clayton,  Cu  Albert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce,  Roane, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Sin  th ot  Co. in..  Walker,  Wail,  Wil- 
liams, of  Maine,  Wiliams  of  Mississippi,  Wright, 
Young— 26. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  (he  oiiginal  bill, 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  said  : As  tile  vote  on  the 
bill  is  about  to  be  taken,  1 must  detain  the  senate  a 
lew  moments,  while,  in  a \ery  hi ief manner,  I ex- 
plain the  vote  which  J am  about  to  give.  I would 
have  contented  myself  with  a silent  vote,  were  it 
not  that  my  vote  may  be  misunderstood.  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, 1 shall  vote  against  this  bill.  This  vote,  un- 
explained, might  imply  a sanction  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  report  ol  the  committee.  1 cannot  tor  a mo- 
ment sulier,  ever  by  implication,  such  an  inference 
lo  he  drawn  from  a silent  vole.  The  report,  in  my 
opinion,  clearly  justifies  the  interlerence  ol  federal 
officers  with  elections;  nay,  more,  stimulates  them 
to  active  exertions 'in  the  political  conflicts  of  lie 
day.  Sir,  this  docirin-  I wholly  repudiate.  I con- 
cur entirely  in  the  doctrines  ol  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr. 
Clinton,  and  general  Jackson,  on  this  subject ; in  a 
word,  that  “ (he  palronage  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment ought  not  to  be  brought  inlo  conflict  with  the 
freedom  ot  elections.”  1 fully  and  entirely  concur 
in  the  sentiment  lhat  pervades  the  w hole  ol  the  docu- 
ments on  Ibis  subject  written  bv  these  distinguish- 
ed men,  that  the  lederal  officers  should  not  use  the 
powers  vested  in  them,  or  the  influence  of  their 
official  stations,  to  prevent  a free  and  unrestrained 
exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  on  the  pari  of  h.e 
people.  1 have  votid  for  the  different  amendments 
which  have  been  offered  to  the  bill,  because  they 
recognized  the  principles  which  I have  stated,  be- 
cause they  severally  condemned  so  much  of  the  doc- 
trines ot  tiie  report  as  I have  referred  to,  and  be- 
cause I was  willing  and  desirous  to  expiess  my 
niter  condemnation  oj’  those  doctrines.  The  amend- 
ments have  been  in  succession  rejected,  and  the 
question  now  arises,  whether  the  bill  belore  the 
si  tiale  should  command  my  vote.  I have  already 
said,  sir,  that  1 cannot  vote  for  the  bill.  It  may  be 
asked,  as  l admit  the  evil,  why  not  apply  the  pro- 
posed remedy?  It  was  principally  to  answer  that 
question  that  I arose. 

Sir,  I admit  the  evil.  1 do  not  concur  with  (he 
committee  that  no  such  ev  il  exists.  The  proof  is 
lo  the  contrary.  The  lact  is  otherwise,  t have 
iitile  doubt  but  that  il  is  expected,  in  the  party  ope- 
rations ol  tin*  times,  that  those  who  participate  in 
the  lavois  of  the  government  shall  use  their  < xer- 
tions  to  perpetuate  lhe  official  existence  of  the  par- 
ly in  power  ; and  so  far  as  their  rights  can  be  ex- 
ercised in  their  votes  fairly  and  independently,  I 
cannot  object.  But  when  such  exertions  proceed 
to  that  point  w here  they  bring  into  conflict  w it h the 
freedom  ot  elections  the  patronage,  power,  and  in- 
fluence ol  official  station,  I repudiate,  1 condemn  it. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  press;  il  is  a still  more 
powerlul  weapon  in  the  hands  of  lhe  executive  in 
die  perpetuity  ol  his  official  existence,  than  even 
the  office-holders  with  all  their  influence.  The 
press  is,  in  many  cases,  pensioned.  It  is  not  free. 
It  is  all  over  tiie  country  fed  by  the  patronage  of 
lhe  government,  lo  the  amount  of  thousands  upon 
thousands  annually. 

It  is  Iroin  a press  thus  circumstanced,  (hat  ir.any 
ol  tiie  people  receive  their  political  doctrines,  as 
well  as  the  character  and  conduct  of  their  public 
servants.  It  is  to  such  a source  that  many  look  for 
the  truth.  The  press  is  licentious;  the  federal  offi- 
cers bring  the  patronage  of  the  government  inlo 
conflict  with  lhe  freedom  of  elections.  Admit  all 
this;  repudiate,  condemn,  and  censure  as  we  may, 
still  the  question  arises,  are  not  Ihese  tilings  lie 
necessary  consequences  grow  ing  out  of  our  li*ee  in- 
stitutions ? May  we  not,  in  other  words,  say,  that 

this  is  only  the  effervescence  of  freedom  ? Who 
would  place  a legal  censorship  over  the  press  be- 
cause it  is  licentious?  Sir.  I have  ever  contended 
lor  the  most  unlimited  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
press,  leaving  reason  free  to  combat  error  of  opinion 
in  the  one  case,  and  (he  good  sense  of  a free  people 
to  eviscerate  truth  from  falsehood,  orthodox  from 
heterodox  doctrines,  in  the  other,  1 may  abiidge 
those  great  principles  that  lie  at  the  bottom  of  our 
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free  institutions,  by  regulating  or  punishing  lii is 
licentiousness  by  law.  1 would  rather  bear  the  evils 
of  which  we  complain,  than  fly  to  a remedy  that 
may  prove  worse  than  the  disease,  even  if  we  had 
tlie  constitutional  power  to  puss  it,  of  which,  can- 
dor compels  me  to  say,  I have  great  doubt.  1 have 
listened  most  attentively  to  the  whole  argument, 
and  I should  have  given  a silent  vote,  would  it  have 
explained  itself.  I duly  appreciate  the  motives  of 
those  of  my  political  friends  w ho  support  this  bill ; 
I am  satisfied  that  they  have  been  actuated  by  the 
best  motives,  but  1 cannot  go  with  them.  I believe 
the  remedy  they  propose  is  inefficient  as  well  as  in- 
expedient, to  say  nothing  of  constitu  ional  objec- 
tions. i f a remedy  for  the  evil  could  be  enacted,  it 
should  include  tile  press  which  receives  the  patron- 
age of  the  general  government,  and  from  the  licen- 
tiousness of  which  we  have  even  more  to  fear  than 
from  the  interference  of  the  federal  officers.  It 
should  also  reduce  the  salaries  and  perquisites  of 
the  federal  officers  to  the  standard  cl  the  state  offi- 
cers. Let  this  be  done,  and  you  will  disperse  the 
crowds  of  hungry  applicants  for  federal  appoint- 
ments, you  will  remove  the  powerful  stimulus  that 
gives  impetus  to  the  army  of  office-holders  and  of- 
fice seekers,  and  you  will  purify  the  elective  fran- 
chise. But  w hile  your  federal  officers  receive  sala- 
ries greatly  disproportioned  to  the  salaries  of  the 
state  officers,  how  can  you  anticipate  any  other  re- 
sult than  that  the  office-holders  will  hold  on  by 
eveiy  means  in  their  possession,  and  the  office- 
seekers  do  all  in  their  power  to  recommend  them- 
selves to  the  appointing  power?  And  as  the  doc- 
trines are  maintained  that  to  the  victois  belong  the. 
spoils,  and  as  victory  is  to  be  obtained  in  this  gov- 
ernment only  at  the  ballot  boxes,  he  knows  little  of 
the  human  heart  who  does  not  see  that  the  vigor  of 
the  man  and  the  energies  of  the  office  holders  and 
office-seekers  will  be  in  proportion  to  tire  value  of 
the  spoils.  Diminish  that  value,  and  in  the  same 
ratio  you  remove  the  evil  complained  of  ; increase 
it,  and  a corresponding  result  may  he  expected.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  tln-re  are  honorable  excep- 
tions to  the  principle  1 have  just  staled.  1 speak 
of  the  principle  without  reference  to  any  party  or 
persons.  But,  sir,  1 cannot  concur  in  the  opinion 
that  any  legal  remedy  can  be  found  to  meet  the  evil 
contemplated  by  this  bill.  The  remedy  must  be 
left  to  public  opinion,  and  the  executive  aclion  as 
proposed  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  bv  holding;  a wholesome 
restraint  over  the  conduct  of  the  federal  officers.  I 
would  have  been  pleased  to  have  said  more  on  this 
subject;  but  as  1 rose  merely  to  explain  a vote,  I 
will  not  depart  from  that  purpose.  I am  now  ready, 
Mr.  President,  to  vote  against  the  bill,  as  my  vote 
will  be  understood  in  the  light  in  which  1 wish  it 
to  be. 

Mr.  Rives  moved  to  recommit  Ihe  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  judiciary,  with  instructions  to  report 
t)  the  senate,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  in  conformity 
with  the  principles  of  caitain  resolutions  heretofore 
laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Rives,  which  resolutions 
were  based  mainly  on  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
resolutions  of  1793  and  1799 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight, 
Merrick,  Pren  iss,  Preston,  Rives,  Riggles,  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadgc,  While — 13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King, 
Linn,  Lvoh.  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles.  Notvell,  Pierce, 
R nine,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Wal- 
ker, Wall,  Williams,  ol  Maine,  Williams,  of  Miss., 
Wright,  Young — 26. 

The  original  bill,  on  the  question  of  its  engross 
ment,  was'’  now  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Crittenden,  Foster,  Merrick,  Pres 
ton,  White — 5. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen.  Benton,  Brown,  Ca  houn, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Cu.hbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King 
K he'll  , Linn,  Lvon.  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nik  s,  Notvell. 
Pierce,  Roane,  'Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  ut  Co  in.. 
S ni  h,  of  Indiana,  Walker,  Wail,  Williams,  of  Maine, 

Williams,  of  Miss.,  Wright,  Young— 28. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  o(  the 
United  States,  transmitting  a copy  of  a memoran- 
dum, signed  by  the  secretary  ol  slate  ol  the  United 
Stales  and  her  Britannic  majesty’s  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, of  the  terms  upon  which  collision  on  the 
northeastern  frontier  can  be  a\ oided  ; which,  after 
some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Williams,  ol  Maine, 
Preston , Davis.  Raggles , Webster,  Brown,  Walker. 
and  Calhoun,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations.  And  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  23.  The  President  submitted  a com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  compli- 
ance with  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  12th  inst. 
in  relation  to  the  mode  of  furnishing  supplies  for 
tlie  Indian  department,  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
transmitting  a communication  from  the  commis- 
sioner on  Indian  affairs  relative  lo  the  number  and 
description  of  persons  employed  as  agents  by  tile 
Indian  office;  which  was  laid  on  ihe  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  treasury  depart 
ment,  in  answer  to  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the 
2 1st  instant ; which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  order- 
ed to  he  printed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  relation  to  Ihe  operations  of  the  branch 
mints;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  a communication  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  transmitting  a letter  Iroin  the  register  and 
receiver  at  Si.  Stephens,  Alabama ; which  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  joint 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  on  ihe 
subject  of  certain  mail  routes;  which  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Several  committees  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  memorials,  &c.  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  them. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, to  which  was  referred  various  memorials  from 
officers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  praying  equalization 
of  pay  vvilh  the  officers  of  the  stall',  made  a report 
thereon,  that  the  request  of  the  petitioners  was  rea- 
sonable and  ought  to  be  granted,  but  that  the  pres- 
ent was  not  a favorable  time  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject: the  report  was  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Mr.  Sevier,  fi om  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
t.)  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  a number  of 
half  breeds  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  lioin  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Brothertown  In- 
dians, reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations, to  which  was  referred  the  president’s  mes- 
sage, and  accompanying  documents,  in  relation  to 
the  existing  difficulties  on  the  northeastern  frontier, 
made  a report  thereon,  which  was  read,  as  follows  : 
The  commi  tie  on  foreign  relalions,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred ihe  messages  of  the  president  of  the  United 
S ales  of  the  26. h and  27th  insiant,  and  the  accom- 
panying documents,  in  relation  to  the  existing  diffi- 
culties on  the  northeastern  frontier  of  the  United 
S.ates,  report  the  following  resolutions,  and  recom- 
mend their  adoption  by  the  senate  : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  senate  can  discover  no  trace, 
throughout  the  lo  'g  correspondence  which  has  been 
submitred  to  them,  between  (he  governmen  s of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  Stales,  of  any  understanding, 
express  or  implied,  much  less  of  any  “explicit  agree- 
ment,” such  as  is  now  alleged,  that  the  territory  in  dis- 
pute between  them  on  the  northeastern  boundary  «f 
the  latter  shall  be  placed  and  remain  under  the  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  of  her  Britannic  majesty’s  government 
until  tlie  settlement  of  the  question  ; on  the  contrary,  it 
appears  that  t litre  was,  and  is,  a clear  subsisting  under- 
standing between  the  parties,  under  which  they  have 
both  acled,  that,  until  tnis  question  shall  be  finally  de- 
termined, each  of  them  shall  refrain  from  the  exercise 
of  jurisdiction  over  any  portion  of  the  disputed  territory 
except  such  parts  of  it  as  may  have  been  in  the  actual 
possession  of  die  one  or  the  oilier  party. 

Resolved,  That,  whilst  the  United  States  are  bound 
in  good  faith  to  comply  with  this  understanding,  during 
the  pendency  of  negotiations,  the  senate  cannot  per- 
ceive that  the  state  of  Maine  has  violated  the  spirit  of 
it  by  merely  sending,  under  the  authority  of  the  legis- 
lature, her  laud  agent,  with  a sufficient  force,  into  the 
disputed  territory,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  expelling  law- 
less trespassers  engaged  in  impairing  its  value  by  cut- 
ting down  the  timber;  both  parties  having  a common 
right,  and  being  hound  by  a common  duly,  to  expo! 
such  intruders  from  a territory  to  which  each  claim- 
tide  taking  care,  however,  to  retire  within  their  acknow- 
ledged limits  when  this  single  object  shall  have  been 
accomplished. 

Resolved,  That,  should  her  Britannic  majesty’s  gov- 
ernment, in  violation  of  the  clear  understanding  betu  ecu 
lie  parties,  persist  in  carrying  itsavowed  determination 
nto  execution,  and  attempt,  bv  military  force,  to  ai- 
mne  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory, 
a 1 of  which,  they  (irmly  believe,  rightfully  belongs  to 
the  state  of  Maine,  the  exigency,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
senate,  will  then  have  occurred,  rendering  it  the  impe- 
rative duty  of  the  president,  tinder  the  constitution  and 
he  laws,  to  call  forth  ihe  militia,  and  employ  the  miitnry 
force  of  the  United  States,  for  tlie  purpose  of  repelling 
such  an  invasion.  And  in  this  event,  the  senate  will  cor- 
dially co-operate  with  and  sustain  the  president  in  de- 
fending the  rights  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That,  should  the  British  authorities  refrain 
from  attempting  a military  occupation  of  the  territory 
in  dispute,  and  from  enforcing  their  claim  io  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  it  bv  arms,  then,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
s na'e,  the  state  of  Maine  ought,  on  her  part,  to  pursue 
a course  of  similar  forbearance.  And  should  she  refuse 
to  do  so,  and  de'ermine  to  settle  the  controversy  for  her- 
self by  force,  the  adjustment  of  which  is  entrusted  un- 
der the  constitution  to  the  federal  government,  in  such 


! an  event  there  will  be  no  obligation  imposed  ou  that 
government  to  sus'ain  her  by  military  aid. 

The  report  was  ordered  lo  be  printed,  and  made 
the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wall,  Iroin  the  committee  on  the  library,  re- 
ported a joint  resolution  lor  the  distribution  of  the 
Madison  papers  ; which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  to  which  was  referred  an  act  granting  to  the 
territory  of  Iowa  a quantity  of  land  for  tlie  erec- 
tion ol  public  buildings,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  tire  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Beatty,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  a resolution  for  (he distri- 
bution of  certain  books  ; which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution, which  was  agreed  lo  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  instructed  lo 
report  to  the  sena'e,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
in  December  next,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be, 
what  measures  have  been  taken  since  the  last  report  of 
Messrs.  Crawford  and  Belch,  in  settling  the  claims  of 
the  purchasers  of  reservations  growing  out  of  the  treaty 
of  1832,  and  particularly  what  further  action  has  been 
had,  or  may  before  that  time  yet  be  had,  on  the  contract 
of  J.  C.  Watson  and  Co.  as  conditionally  ratified  by 
the  late  president  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  the  as- 
sents of  the  individual  reservees  to  that  contract,  purpor- 
ting to  have  been  taken  bv  captain  John  Page,  what 
charges  have  teen  made  impeaching  those  assents,  to- 
gether with  the  evidence  filed  thereon.  Also  copies  of 
all  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  referring  said  con- 
tract to  the  examination  of  a commissioner  or  commis- 
s oners,  with  the  instructions  given  to  said  commission- 
er, and  his  decision  thereon,  as  to  the  legality  of  said 
contract  under  the  treaty,  and  the  validity  of  the  assents 
so  taken,  particularly  whether  any  assents  purporting  to 
he  signed  by  the  original  reservees,  and  that  he  fur- 
nish a list  of  the  reservees  whose  lands  are  included 
in  the  Watson  contracts,  and  who  are  marked  on 
the  register  of  the  certifying  agents  as  being  de»d  ; 
and  also  a list  of  those  Indians  enti  led  to  reservations 
who  died  and  were  ki.ied  in  the  Florida  war,  and  of 
those  who  died  on  the  route  from  Alabama  to  their  des- 
tination west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  appears  from  the 
report  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  different  emigra- 
ting parties. 

Resolved,  further,  That  the  secretary  of  war  he  in- 
structed to  issue  no  pa'ent  in  confirmation  of  tlie  Wat- 
son contract,  nor  to  make  any  final  decision  adverse  to 
private  claimants,  and  in  favor  of  said  contract,  until 
the  report  required  in  the  preceding  resolution  shall  bo 
submitted  to  the  examination  olthe  senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wright , ihe  senate  took  up  the  bill 
making  appropriations  lor  the  support  ef  the  army 
for  the  year  1S39.  After  some  amendments  had  been 
made,  Mr.  Webster  offered  an  amendment  appropri- 
ating the  stun  of  $272,000  in  payment  for  the  servi- 
ces of  the  Massachusetts  militia  during  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain. 

After  a short  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
Wright,  Webster  and  Davis  took  part,  (he  amend- 
ment was  rejected — yeas  17,  nays  18. 

After  the  adoption  of  several  amendments,  the 
bill  was  reported  to  Ihe  senate,  and  Mr.  Davis  re- 
newed the  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  anil  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays  16,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton.  Crittenden,  Da- 
vis, Foster,  Knight,  Linn,  Merrick,  Norvell,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  Smith  of  In.,  Swift,  Tall, 
mnrlge,  Webster,  White,  and  Williams  of  Me. — 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alien.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
h nin,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Roane,  Smith  of  Connec- 
ticut, Williams  of  Mississippi,  W right,  and  Young- — 16. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

A number  of  private  bills  from  the  house,  were 
taken  up,  read  a third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

March  1.  Alter  the  passage  of  several  bills,  Ihe 
chair  submitted  the  following  communicalion  from 
tlie  postmaster  general,  which  was  read,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

Post  office  department,  Feb.  27,  1839. 

Sir  : Just  as  my  messenger  was  about  lo  start 
for  the  capitol  vvilh  several  communications,  inclu- 
ding my  reply  to  the  resolution  ol  the  Senate,  adop- 
ted on  the  12th  irist.,  I received  their  resolution 
ol'  this  day,  asking  why  the  information  then  called 
for  has  not  been  communicated. 

In  reply,  I have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  only 
reason  I have  to  give  why  it  has  not  been  before 
communicated,  is,  that  it  was  not  ready. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Amos  Kendall. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Vice  president  and  president  of  ihe  senate. 
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Mr.  Sevier  moved  that  the  communication  bo 
sent  to  tile  president  ot’  the  United  States,  v*ith  a 
request  t fiat  he  would  dismiss  that  officer ; where 
upon,  quite  an  animated  discussion  took  place,  in 
which  Messrs.  Tallmadge,  Sorter,  Faster,  Walker, 
Crittenden,  Buchanan,  Webster,  and  Hires  mai  .tain 
ed  the  disrespectful  and  insm  ing  character  o; 
the  letter,  and  Messrs.  Niles,  Allen,  Benton,  and 
Smith , of  Connecticut,  tie. ended  or  palliated  t tie 
letter  of  the  postmaster  general.  The  resolution 
was  finally  so  modified  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  the  postmaster  general  to 
t!ie  president  of  the  senate,  stating  that  *’  the  only  rea- 
son why  he  had  not  sent  an  answer  to  a previous  reso- 
lution was  because  it  was  not  ready,’’  is  considered  by 
tile  senate  as  disrespecdul  to  this  body. 

Resolved,  That  said  letter  with  the  resolution  to  which 
it  purports  to  be  an  answer,  he  laid  before  (he  presi- 
dent of  the  U..ited  States  for  such  action  as  lie  may  deem 
proper. 

The  question  being  divided,  the  i ote  was  taken 
on  the  first  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, C ay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Foster,  Fulton,  King, 
Knight,  Linn,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Norveil,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  South- 
ar!,  S wif.,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Webs'er,  White, 
Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams,  of  Mississippi— 33. 

NaYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Hubnard,  Ndes, 
Pierce,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Wright,  Young — 3. 

The  vote  on  the  second  resolufion  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alaba- 
ma, Cay,  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert, 
Davis,  Foster,  Fulton,  King,  Knight,  McKean,  Merrick, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norveil,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rices, 
Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
Southard,  S wifi,  Tallmadge,  Walker, Webster,  Whitt — 
31. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Hubbard,  Lmn,  Morns,  Niles,  Pierce,  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut, Wall,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Wright,  Young— 15. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  resolutions  from  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations,  as  published  above. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  the  resolutions  had  already 
been  so  much  discussed,  t hat  lie  should  now  oiler  no 
further  explanation  of  them,  though  lie  would  be 
happy  to  reply  to  any  questions  that  might  be  sug- 
gested. 

A considerable  debate  [to  be  given  hereafter]  en- 
sued in  the  course  of  the  proceedings  on  lliese  reso- 
lutions, in  which  Messrs.  Buchanan,  Williams,  of 
Maine,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Norveil,  Clay,  ot  Ala- 
bama, Calhoun,  Allen,  Niles,  Benton,  Davis,  Pres- 
ton, Walker,  Webster,  Young,  Linn,  and  Buggies 
participated. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Me.,  suggested  various  changes 
in  the  resolutions,  (indistinctly  heard,)  and  moved  to 
strike  out  the  whole  of  the  d.li  resolution,  relating  to 
t!ie  support  of  Maine  by  the  government ; which 
motion,  after  some  debate,  he  withdrew. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Norveil  that  it  was  the 
constitutional  duty  of  tile  government  to  protect  all 
the  slates  in  any  and  every  case  against  invasion, 

Mr.  day,  of  Alabama,  demanded  that  the  ques- 
tion on  the  4th  resolution  should  be  divided,  so  that 
the  senate  might  vote,  1st,  on  the  expression  of  a 
mere  opinion  ttiat  Maine  ought  to  withdraw  her 
troops  from  the  disputed  territory  if  New  Bruns- 
wick should  do  so;  and  2d,  on  tile  want  of  obliga- 
tion on  the  government  to  sustain  Maine  in  case 
she  should  not  follow'  such  an  example  of  forbear- 
ance. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine,  moved  to  strike  out  tile 
last  clause  of  the  fourth  resolution,  which  related  to 
this  hypothetical  want  ol  obligation  on  the  general 
government  to  sustain  Maine,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  tile  question,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Young  suggested  as  a substitute  lor  this  last 
clause  of  the  fourth  resolution,  the  declaration  that 
Maine  should  leave  t lie  ultimate  adjustment  of  her 
grievances  to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
to  which  it  rightfully  and  constitutionally  belonged. 

Tiie  vote  was  taken  on  the  mo  ion  of  Mr.  Wil 
liams  to  strike  out  the  last  clause  of  the  fourth  reso- 
lution, and  it  vv  .s  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay, of  Ala.,  Davis, 
Fosicr,  Ilubbar  I.  K light,  Lyon.  ?I  irve.l,  Pierce,  Rug- 
gles,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Walker,  Webster,  White, 
Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Young — 

13. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  O’  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Fulton, 
King,  Linn,  Merrick.  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Lid.,  S>utliurd,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Wright — 
26. 

Mr.  Webster  now  moved  to  strike  out  Ihe  last 
clause  of  the  fourth  resolution,  as  above,  and  insert 


tiie  substitute  of  Mr.  Young,  declaring  that  Maine 
•should  leave  the  ultimate  adjustment  of  her  griev- 
ances to  tiie  government  of  tile  United  Sates,  to 
which  it  rightfully  and  constitutionally  belonged  ” 

On  tiie  suggestion  ol  Mr.  Noivell,  Mr.  W.  so 
modified  his  amendment  as  to  s'rike  out  “ the  ad 
justment  of  her  grievances,”  and  insert  the  vntdica 
Hon  of  her  rights. 

Tims  modified,  tiie  amendment,  aft*  r some  debate, 
was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Foster,  Hubbard, 
Knight,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce,  Pren- 
tiss, Ruggies,  Smith,  ot  Connecticut,  Walker,  Webster, 
White,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
Young— 34. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal 
lioun,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Fulton,  King,  Linn,  Merrick, 
Morris,  Mouton,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
S vier,  Smith,  oflndiana,  Southard,  Sxift  Tallmadge, 
Wright— 21. 

Tiie  three  first  resolutions  of  tiie  commillee  on 
foreign  relations  on  this  subject  were  taken  together, 
and  agreed  to  by  yeas  ami  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alien,  Bayard,  Benton.  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clay,  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Foster,  Fu! ton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Koifiit,  Lmn,  Lvon,  Merrick,  Morrs, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swifr,  Tallmadtrc, 
Walker,  Webster,  While,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Wil- 
liam > ol  Mississip;  i,  Wright,  Young — 14. 

NAY— Mr.  Ruggies— 1. 

The  fourth  re.-oJulion,  modified  as  a'eove,  was 
unanimously  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ala.,  Clay,  of  Kentucky. 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert.  Davis,  Fusier,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Morris, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce,  Premiss. 
Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Ruggies,  Sevier 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  S mthard, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Webster,  White,  Williams, 
of  Maine,  Williams,  of  Miss.,  Wright,  Young — 15. 

Mr.  Ruggies  ollered  as  a fifth  resolution  a declara- 
tion that  tiie  great  and  unaccountable  procrastination 
in  settling  tins  question  was  a cause  of  much  regret, 
and  that  this  government  owed  it  to  the  United 
States  and  to  Maine  to  require  its  immediate  adjust- 
ment. 

Mr.  Davis  offered  as  a substitute  for  this  the  de- 
claration that  tiie  treaty  of  1733  pointed  out  dis- 
tinctly where  this  boundary  lay,  which  boundary  ii 
clearly  designated,  or  designated  nothing;  and  that 
the  question  upon  it  could  not  remain  unset'led 
without  endangering  1 he  peace  of  tiie  country. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  others,  Air. 
Davis  consented  to  insert  “ long”  before  “ unsettled.’ 

Air.  Linn  said  he  would  like  something  more 
pointed. 

Air.  Preston  said  he  did  not  see  (he  necessity  ol 
this  resolution,  after  the  decisive  proceedings  of  this 
evening. 

On  the  call  of  Air.  Niles,  tiie  resolutions  of  con- 
gress at  i he  last  session  on  this  subject  were  read, 
and  appeared  so  strong  and  decisive  (calling  for  an 
immediate  adjustment  of  the  question)  that  Mr.  Da- 
vis withdrew  his  proposition,  as  not  likely  to  give 
any  additional  force  to  tiie  injunction. 

March  2.  The  senate  having  taken  up  tiie  bill 
from  the  house  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government  lor  133!), 
and  Mr.  Benton  having  moved  to  strike  out  the  ap 
propriation  of  $'5,602  to  pay  Clarice  8c  Force  in  paid 
lor  th  nr  documentary  history  of  the  United  States, 
published  under  a law  ol  congress— 

Air.  Benton  spoke  at  much  length  in  opposition 
to  the  appropriation,  declaring  that  he  would  rather 
the  bill  should  be  lost  Ilian  t h at  this  appropriation 
should  be  made.  Mr.  Southard  spoke  in  reply,  in- 
sisting that  tn is  sum  was  due  under  a contract  which 
was  a law  of  the  land  ; and  that  congress,  before 
withholding  appropriations,  ought  to  declare  that 
contract  null  and  void,  which  no  one  dared  lo  pro 
prse  in  direct  terms,  or  else  they  ought  to  make  a 
compromise,  and  allow  Clarke  8c  Force  suitable 
damages.  Alter  a few  remarks  by  Mr.  Benton, 
mostly  inaudible  to  tiie  reporter,  Mr.  Calhoun  said 
he  should  be  happy  to  vote  for  this  appropriation, 
bill  a sense  of  duty  would  not  allow  him  to  vote  in 
lavor  of  giving  books  to  members  ol’  congress.  He 
agreed,  howei er,  ii  Clarke  8c  Force  should  suiter 
damage  on  account  of  a fiilure  in  congress  to  fulfil 
a contract,  they  ought  to  remunerated. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Foster,  the  question  was  divi 
deri  so  as  to  ascertain,  first,  whether  tiie  senate 
would  make  this  appropriation  ; and,  second,  w lie- 
(tipr  the  books  should  be  distrbuted  as  provided  for 
by  t tie  bill. 

Tiie  I’onnerof  these  questions  was  decided  in  Ihe 
negative,  thus  sinking  nut  tiie  appropriation  of 
$5,602,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 


YEAS — Messrs.  Al.'en,  Benion,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Guy,  ot  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard.  Linn,  Mou  on, 
N.c  .olas,  Niles,  Norveil  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smidi,  ot  Conn.,  Walker,  Williams,  of  Mbs.. 
Wright — 20. 

NAYS — A1  ssrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
to",  Davis,  Foster.  Knight,  Merrick,  Robbins,  Sun. ii, 
ot  Inc!.,  Southard,  Svv.it,  Tallmadge,  Webster — 13. 

The  other  question,  on  the  distribution  of  file 
books,  was  now  generally  regarded  as  lulling,  of 
course,  hy  the  negative  on  the  first  question  ; but 
some  of  (he  opponents  of  tile  appropriation  insisting 
that  the  vote  should  be  taken,  the  question  of  dis- 
tribution (without  payment)  was  negatived  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  iollovv  s : 

Y HAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bcmon,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
C ay,  of  Alabama,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Ciayton,  l'YsU  r, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Merrick,  Mouton, 
N.tes,  Norveil,  Fierce,  Roane.  Robinson.  Sevier,  Smith, 
of  C<, nil..  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Walker,  Wail, 
White,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Wiliams,  of  Mississippi, 
Wright— 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Davis,  Southard,  Webster — 3. 

Tiie  senate  also  voted  to  strike  out  that  provision 
of  tiie  bill  which  required  the  public  printing  for 
tiie  executive  departments  to  he  let  out  on  piopo- 
sals.  and  executed  by  the  lowest  bidder ; and  having 
made  some  other  minor  amendments — 

The  bill,  so  amended,  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading,  and,  by  consent,  read  a third  time  and 
pa-sed. 

This  bill  was  subsequently  returned  from  the 
house,  w ith  the  information  that  tiie  house  non-con- 
euired  in  the  two  above  principal  amendments  made 
by  tiie  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  from  tiie  committee, 
tiie  senate  voted  to  insist  on  striking  out  the  pro- 
vision ol  the  other  house  for  letting  out  the  public 
printing  of  Ihe  executive  departments  lo  the  lowest 
bidder. 

Mr.  Wright  also  moved  that  tiie  senate  recede 
from  their  amendment,  striking  out  tiie  $5,602  ap- 
propriation for  Clarke  8c  Force.  This  motion  w as 
agreed  lo  by  yeas  23,  nays  6. 

Air.  Wright,  from  the  committee,  moved  tiiat  1 he 
senate  insist  on  Iheir  refusal  to  authorize  tiie  dis- 
tribution of  these  books  as  provided  for  by  Ihe  bill. 

Mr.  Webster  hoped  the  senate  would  not  do  any 
tiling  in  that  way. 

The  senate  determined  to  insist  on  their  refusal 
to  authorize  the  distribution,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alien,  Benton,  Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Foster,  Fui'on,  Hubbard,  King, 
Li  on,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce,  R >b- 
itison,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Walker,  While,  Wil- 
liams, of  Ale..  Williams,  of  Miss.,  Wright — 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Davis,  Ruggies,  Southard,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Webster,  Young — 7. 

file  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  house  for  the  protection  of  the  northern  and 
northwestern  frontier. 

Air.  Benton,  from  tiie  military  committee,  repor- 
ted various  amendments  to  the  bill,  making  an 
aggregate  of  $ 1 ,240,000,  viz.  $740, 0U0  for  fortifi- 
cation's much  advanced,  and  $500,000  for  others  not 
much  advanced. 

Mr.  Buggies  moved  lo  increase  tile  appropria- 
tion for  fortifications  in  Maine,  from  $100,000  to 
$200,000. 

Tin's  motion  was  briefly  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Williams,  ot  Maine,  and  Buggies,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Wright  and  Clay,  ot  Ala.,  and  negatived 
without  a division. 

The  appropriation  of  $100,000  lor  Alaine  fortifi- 
cations, was  also  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alien,  Benton,  Cuthbert,  Davis, 
Foster,  Fulton,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Norveil,  Pierce, 
Ruggies.  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Wail,  Webster,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Young— ID. 

NAYS — Alessrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, Clay, 
of  Alabama,  C'ayton,  Hubbard,  King,  McKean.  Mer- 
rick, Nicholas,  Niles,  Premiss,  Rives,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  S niili,  of  la.,  Southard,  Swifr,  While,  Williams 
of  Ali.,  Wrigli: — 23. 

The  appropriation  of  $30,000  for  the  western 
frontier,  was  briefly  advocated  by  Air.  Fallon  and 
Air.  Benion,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  it 
was  carried  in  tiie  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alien,  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  of  Al- 
abama, Ciayton,  Foster,  Fulton,  Linn,  Lyon,  Norveil, 
Robinson,  Ruggies,  Sevier,  S.niili  of  Indiana,  Tali- 
madge,  Walker,  While,  Williams,  of  Ale.,  Williams 
of  Mi-.  Young — 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Hubbard 
King.  McKean,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce,  Pren- 
tiss, Roane.  Robbins,  Smith,  of  Con.,  Southard,  Swift 
Wall,  Wright— 17.  ’ 

Tiie  appropriations  of'  $740,000  for  fortifications 
and  other  military  defences  on  the  Atlantic  and 
Gulf  coast,  were  now  taken  together,  advocated  by 
Mr.  Benion  and  Mr.  Davis,  who  stated  tiiat  there 
was  recently  not  a gun  al  Boston  in  a condition  to 


30 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  9,  1839— CONGRESS. 


fire  a salute,  which  he  supposed  wa^  generally  the 
case  ; and  opposed  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  said  there 
were  always  ready  guns  by  hundreds  when  he  was 
connected  with  the  department;  and  il  the  millions 
recently  appropriated  had  been  thus  wasted,  this 
pittance  would  do  nothing  : and  then  this  whole 
appropriation  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

Y rj A 8 — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  of 
Ala.,  jjavis.  Fuiron,  Knight,  Nicholas,  Rabbins,  Reg- 
gies, Walker,  Wall,  Weuster,  Williams  of  Maine — 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ky., 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert, hosier,  Hubbard,  Lyon,  McKean, 
Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  Con.,  Sindh,  of  ia.,  Swift,  Wane,  Williams, 
of  Mi.,  Wright.  Young — ‘43. 

Tile  bill,  as  amended,  wa3  now  reported  to  the 
smiate,  and  alter  a brief  conversation  the  appropria- 
tion of  $30,000  lor  the  western  frontier,  made  in 
committee,  was  non-concuired  in,  or  lost,  in  senate, 
by  ypas  and  nays,  as  follow  s : 

YEAS -Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Fulton, 
Linn,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  ia.,  Walker, 
Webster,  White,  Williams  of  Maine — 13. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Davis,  Hub- 
bard, King,  Knight,  Merrick,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Roane,  Smith,  oi  Con.,  Southard, 
Swift,  Wall,  Wright — 13. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a third  rea- 
ding, and  by  consent  read  a third  tune  and  passed. 

The  bill  giving  to  tne  president  of  the  United 
States  additional  powers  for  the  defence  ol  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  certain  cases  against  invasion,  and  lor 
other  purposes,  was  received  Irotn  the  other  house, 
the  lGih  joint'  rule  in  the  way  of  its  reception  was 
suspended,  and  the  senate  proceeded  forthwith  to 
consider  the  bill. 

A (jery  animated  and  earnest  debate  followed,  (to 
be  given  hereafter,)  in  which  Messrs.  Buchanan, 
Tallmadge,  Williams  of  Maine,  Merrick  arid  Walk- 
er, spoke  in  favor  of  the  immediate  passage  of  the 
bill  as  it  was,  and  Mr.  Southard  in  favor  of  some 
little  delay,  or  at  least  of  modifying  it  so  far  as  to 
strike  out  the  provision  for  50,000  volunteers. 

Mr.  Southard  accordingly  moved  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  loreign  affairs,  to 
whom,  so  far,  this  subject  had  been  entrusted; 
which  motion  was  promptly  and  strongly  nega- 
tived. 

Dir.  S.  after  some  remarks,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  contingent  provision  for  50,000  volunteers, 
which  motion  was  forthwith  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows : 

YEA — Mr.  Southard — 1. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton.  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama.  Davis,  Foster,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las, Niles.  Norveil,  Pierce,  Premiss,  Preston,  Roane, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Rnggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Conn., 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadjre.  Walker,  Wall, 
Webster,  White,  Williams,  of  Me.,  Williams,  of  Miss., 
Wright,  Young — 33. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  King.  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick, 
Mouton,  Nicholas  Niles,  Norveil,  Pierce,  Premiss, 
Preston,  Roane,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Rnggles,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  C jnne.cticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tallinn rl ge,  Walker,  Wall.  Webster,  White, 
Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Wright, 
Young — 41. 

And,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  forth- 
with read  a third  time  and  passed. 

On  Sunday — 

Mr.  Rnggles  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  memo- 
rial of  Thomas  Jelferson  Smith,  presented  by  him  a 
tew  days  since,  for  the  reason  that  he  had  discover- 
ed it  to  contain  language  derogatory  and  offensive 
towards  W.  A.  Whitehead,  another  memorialist,  on 
the  same  subject,  whose  memorial  bail  been  with 
drawn  for  a similar  reason  by  the  senator  from  Mich- 
igan. He  certainly  would  not  have  presented  it 
h~ad  he  been  aware  of  the  indecorous  language  it 
contained,  to  which  his  attention  had  since  been 
called. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Feb.  23.  The  house  met  at  10  o’clock 
this  morning,  pursuant  to  its  order  of  yesterday. 

The  unfinished  business  of  1 he  morning  hour  was 
the  motion  to  print  the  report  made  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Hall,  of  Vermont,  from  the  select  committee 
appointed  on  the  24th  of  January  to  inquire  into  the 
character  and  amount  of  proof  which  is  required  by 
existing  laws  and  regulations  to  establish  claims  on 
the  United  States  for  revolutionary  services  in  the 
Virginia  continental  and  state  lines  and  navy,  and 
whether  anv,  and  what,  further  legislative  provisions 
be  necessary  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  adjusting  and 
allowing  claims  for  such  services;  and  which  n-port 
was  adverse  lo  further  Appropriations  for  the  satis- 
faction of  said  warrants. 


The  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  to  print, 
Mr.  Briggs , from  t he  said  committee,  now  moved  the 
printing  of  5J:KJ  extra  copies.  Ami  Mr.  B.  made 
some  explanations  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  in 
tiie  committee.  Mr.  Mallory  also  made  a statement 
in  relation  to  tile  organization  of  the  committee,  and 
the  proceedings  therein  in  relation  tc  the  report,  and 
in  opposition  to  the  motion  to  print.  Mr.  Wise  call- 
ed fir  tiie  reading  ofi  the  report ; and  tlie  clerk  com- 
menced tiie  reading,  which  was  not  concluded  when, 
the  hour  having  elapsed,  the  house  passed  to  tile  or- 
ders ofi  tiie  day. 

On  leave,  Mr.  Thomas  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, winch  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  tiie  committee  ofaccounts  be  instruct- 
ed to  sertie  and  certify  the  accounts  of  the  members  of 
die  commntee  of  investigation  into  the  defalcations  of 
Swart  - out  and  others,  on  the  same  principle  as  regu- 
iatsd  die  settlement  ot  the  accounts  ot  the  investigating 
committee  of  ihe  late  Bank  ot  the  U.  States. 

Dir.  De  Gruff,  at  tiie  request  of  Mr.  Morris,  of 
Pa.,  immediately  moved  a reconsideration  of  tiie 
vote  by  which  tiie  said  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Tiie  motion  was  considered  at  tiiis  time;  and,  af- 
ter a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Va.,  in  favor 


EVENING  SESSION. 

Mr.  Thomas  having  moved  a resolution  for  the 
compensation  of  the  investigating  committee  in  a 
manner  corresponding  to  preceding  practice  on  ttiat 
subject  ; which  was  agreed  lo — 

Dir.  Morris,  from  tile  committee  of  accounts,  made 
a statement  in  exculpation  of  that  committee  lor 
having  refused  to  allow  a certain  account  presented 
to  them  by  tile  chairman  of  the  investigating  com- 
mittee. 

Tiie  committee  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bi  I lor  taking  the  next  census.  Mr.  Loomis, oi 
New  York,  moved  an  amendment  proposing  to  add 
certain  items  to  tiie  returns  of  the  marshals  relating 
to  tiie  ages  of  unmarried  persons.  It  excited  no 
little  merriment  in  the  committee,  arid  was  rejec- 
ted. The  bill  was  further  amended,  and  finally  or- 
dered lo  be  engrossed  fora  third  reading. 

[During  tiie  discussion  Mr.  Wise,  made  explana- 
tions iii  reply  to  certain  statements  ot  Mr.  Morris, 
and  in  defence  of  the  investigating  committee.] 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Grant,  the  house  then  went 
into  committee  ol  I lie  whole  on  the  state  ol  the  un- 
ion, (Mr.  Briggs,  ol  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair,) 


oi  t he  reconsideration,  tiie  question  was  taken,  and  I ^oc’'<  ul‘  for  the  continuance  oi  the  Cum- 

the  motion  lo  reconsider  was  negatived,  ayes  55  I berland  road  through  the  states  ol  Indiana,  Illinois, 
n0tfs  57  0 1 and  Missouri — ayes  70,  noes  55.  J he  bill  having 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  protection  been  reac^  Mr.  Mcliennun  offered  an  amendment 
of  tiie  northern  frontier  of  the  United  States,  was  01- 


deied  to  a third  reading,  and  then  passed. 

The  house  then  took  up  tiie  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian  tiostili- 
ties  in  Florida  for  the  year  1839 — the  question  being 
on  tiie  final  passage  thereof.  When  Dir.  Bell  moved 
his  amendment  moved  in  com  in  i t tee,  for  paying  tiie 
value  of  horses  and  equipage  of  tiie  Tennessee  and 
other  volunteer  troops  who  have  been  in  service  111 
tiie  Fiorida  war,  & e.  which  amendment,  having  been 
modified,  was  agreed  to.  Dir.  Grantland  moved  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  tiie  following : 

“ For  refunding  to  the  state  of  Georgia  money  ex- 
pended for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  troops  called 
into  service  by  tiie  executive  of  that  slate  to  repel  tiie 
invasion  of  Indians  in  the  neiaiibothood  of  die  Okefe- 
noke  swamp,  tiie  sum  of  $35,243.” 

Tiie  letter  from  tile  war  department,  read  last 
evening,  was  again  read. 

After  some  explanations  from  Dir.  Mason,  of  Ohio, 
Mr.  Petrikin  demanded  the  pievious  question,  which 
was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put,  (thus 
cutting  off’ Mr.  Granlland’s  amendment,)  and  tiie  bill 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and  was  forthwith 
read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule 
to  enable  him  to  oiler  tiie  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  (with  the  concurrence  0/ the  senate,)  That  the 
16th  joint  rule  of  the  two  houses,  which  provides  that 
no  bill  which  shall  have  passed  one  house  shall  be  sent 
for  concurrence  to  the  other  on  either  of  the  three  last 
days  of  the  session,  is  hereby  suspended,  so  far  as  re- 
specis  bills  of  tiie  house  of  representatives  of  the  follow- 
ing tides:  A bill  linking  appropriation  for  preventing 
and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  for  the  year  1833; 
and  a bill  making  appropriation  for  the  protection  of 
t le  nurthern  frontier. 

Tiie  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  but  not  ordered; 
and  l he  question  having  been  taken,  the  rules  were 
suspended.  Dir  Adams  urged  that  the  suspension 
be  made  general.  Various  motions  were  made  to 
include  other  bills.  Dir.  R.  Garland  moved  to  in- 
clude the  bill  providing  for  taking  tiie  next  census. 
Mr.  Cambreleng  accepted  this  as  a modification.  Mr. 
S.  Williams  moved  lo  amend  Ihe  resolution  so  as  to 
make  tiie  suspension  general.  Mr.  Randolph  in- 
quired whether  tiie  effect  of  the  amendment  would 
not  he  to  compel  tiie  house  to  sit  all  day  on  Sunday  ? 
The  Speaker  was  undersloo  i to  reply  in  I lie  affirma- 
tive. Mr.  R.  said  lie  should  then  object,  ami  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  011  the  adoption  oi  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Pickens  objected  to  the  whole  scheme,  and  in- 
quired ol  tiie  chair  whether  the  suspension  would  not 
require  a vote  of  two-thirds.  Tiie  Speaker  said  tiie 
house  had  decided  that  tiie  two-thirds  principle  ap- 
plied to  its  own  rules,  and  not  lo  tiie  rules  of  (lie 
senate.  Dir.  Pickens  proceeded  to  say  that  there 
would  be  a contest  of  mere  physical  strength  as  to 
what  bills  should  be  passed  ; when  tiie  Speaker  inti- 
mated lo  M r.  P.  that  the  question  was  not  debatable. 
Mr.  Shields  protested  against  tiie  amendment  of  Dir. 
Williams,  and  demanded  tiie  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  taken,  and 
the  resolution  w'as  adopted. 

Mr.  Howard,  from  tiie  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, on  leave,  reported  a bill,  accompanied  by  a re- 
port, giving  additional  powers  lo  tiie  president  for 
the  defence  of  tile  United  Slates,  tiie  proceedidgs  on 
which  were  stated  in  the  last  “Register.” 
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appropriating  $20, (Hit)  for  the  erection  of  guard  fen- 
ces on  that  portion  of  the  road  lying  east  of  the 
Ohio,  and  $500  for  widening  a- certain  tin  n in  the 
road  on  tiie  side  of  Laurel  Hill.  The  amendment 
was  rejected.  Dir.  W.  Cost  Johnson  moved  to  ap- 
propriate $80,000  for  the  extension  of  the  road  from 
tiie  Monocacy  to  Rockville,  in  Maryland.  This 
also  was  rejected.  Dir.  Robertson  ol  Virginia^moved 
to  strike  out  tiie  enacting  clause  ofthe  hill.  It  was 
negatived — ayes  54,  noes  70.  Dir.  Yell  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  appropriating  $65,000  for  a road 
from  Memphis  to  Little  Rock,  in  Arkansas.  Mr 
Elmore  moved  to  amend  the  biii  by  striking  out  tiie 
clause  which  provides  that  tiie  cost  of  the  road  be 
reimbursed  out  of  tiie  tw  o per  cent.  fund.  On  tiiis 
motion  a highly  animated  debate  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  Elmore , Mason  of  Ohio,  Thompson,  Thom- 
as, Dawson,  Robertson,  Garland  ol  Louisiana,  and 
Herod  participated  ; when,  at  about  10  o’clock,  the 
committee  rose  (ayes  63,  noes  60)  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 

The  census  bill  was  read  a third  time  by  its  title, 
and  passed. 

When  tiie  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Elmore,  ad- 
journed. 

Friday,  March  1.  The  following  senate  resolu- 
tion ami  bills  were  reported  upon  by  Mr.  Bouldin, 
and  all  passed,  viz  : 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  tiie  opening  of  an 
alley  and  tiie  execution  of  certain  deeds  in  the  cily 
of  Washington  ; the  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  corporation  ot  the  city  of  Washington  over 
the  Polomac  bridge  ; and  tiie  bill  to  incorporate  tiie 
Georgetown  college  in  tiie  District  ol  Columbia. 

Dir.  Ewing  endeavored  to  get  up  tile  Cumberland 
road  bill  ; Dir.  Graves,  to  obtain  t lie  consideration 
of  a resolution  moved  by  him  concerning  tiie  ac- 
counts of  C.  J.  lngersoll  (lale  U.  S.  attorney  in 
Pennsylvania)  with  tiie  U 1 1 i to  cl  Stales  ; Mr.  Mercer, 
to  have  leave  given  lo  committees  to  report.  All 
these  motions  were  overruled,  two-thirds  of  ihe 
votes  being  requisite  to  their  success. 

The  following  executive  communications  were 
received  and  laid  on  Ihe  table,  viz: 

A message  from  the  president  ol  the  United  Stafps, 
in  obedience  to  a resolution  ol  the  house  of  the  18th 
January  last,  caking  for  a copy  oi  a despatch  from 
Dll'.  Stevenson,  our  minister  at  London,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  1 he  tobacco  trade. 

A communication  from  Ihe  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  copies  of  Ids  accounts  settled 
by  tiie  accounting  officers  of  tiie  treasury,  for  the 
third  and  iburtli  quarters  of  1837  and  first  and  se- 
cond quaiters  of  1838. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  in  obedience 
to  a resolution  of  tiie  house  oi’ representatives  ol’  the 
10th  ultimo,  calling  for  a statement  of  t he  proceed- 
ings of  his  department  in  ihe  execution  of  (lie  first 
and  second  provisions  ol’  the  fourth  article  of  tiie 
treaty  of  tiie  1st  November,  1837,  with  tiie  Winne- 
bago Indians. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a 
report  ol’tlie  commissioner  ol  Indian  affairs,  and  one 
ofthe  second  auditor  of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to 
tiie  resolution  of  tiie  16th  ultimo,  calling  for  infor- 
mation in  reference  to  tiie  treaty  with  the  Potla- 
watamie  Indians,  of  tiie  25th,  26th,  and  27th  Octo- 
ber, 1832. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting 
reports  from  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  and 
second  audiior,  in  reply  to  a resolution  of  tiie  house 


(jtY-  i’ ha  debule  al  length  on  tbi3  question,  shall  have  | of  reptesenlaiives  of  the  23th  January  last,  in  reia- 
a place  hereafter.]  | tion  to  the  execution  of  tiie  treaties  of  1332  and 
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1834,  wilh  tlie  Chickasaw  Indians,  and  the  treaty  ol 
1830  with  the  Choctaws.  , 

A communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  compliance,  as  far  as  practicable,  with  the 
resolution  of'  the  house  of  the  31st  December  last, 
in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  banks  in  Wiscon- 
sin. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Lincoln, 
of  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  reported 
by  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  in  connexion 
with  their  repoit  upon  the  subject  of  the  existing; 
difficulties  in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary. 
The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  IV.  Thompson  ex- 

{messed  the  hope  that,  with  a view  to  give  more  so- 
einuity  to  this  proceeding,  the  question  on  the  bill 
should  be  taken  without  debate,  and  by  a vote  as 
nearly  unanimous  as  possible. 

Th is  suggestion  not  being  acceded  to,  a long  de- 
bate followed,  which  was  participated  in  by  Messrs. 
Howard.  Kennedy,  Biddle,  and  Evans;  and,  inciden- 
tally, by  Messrs.  Pickens,  Elmore,  Robertson,  Til- 
linghast,  Mercer,  Menefec,  Craig,  Mams,  and  Naylor. 

Mr.  Evans  (who  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Biddle,) 
had  not  concluded  Ins  remarks,  when,  the  hour  of  3 
having  ai rived,  the  house  took  a recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

Mr.  Evans  resumed  his  speech  and  continued  to 
occupy  the  floor  for  a considerable  time,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Fillmore,  who  urged  some 
provision  lor  the  defence  ot  the  lakes,  and  laid  on  the 
table  an  amendment  empowering  the  president  to 
arm  and  equip  as  many  steamboats  as  he  might 
deem  proper  for  that  end.  Mr.  Menefee  next  took 
the  floor,  and  warmly  advocated  the  necessity  of  vin- 
dicating the  national  honor.  Mr.  Snltonslall  opposed 
the  bill  as  premature,  and  read  extensively  from  the 
documents  to  show  that  Great  Britain  had  no  right 
to  claim  the  existence  of  any  understanding  between 
the  two  governments  for  her  exclusive  possession  of 
the  disputed  territory,  yet  the  course  of  our  govern- 
ment had  been  such  as  to  encourage  such  an  idea ; and 
therefore,  we  ought  to  give  time  lor  explanation.  He 
charged  Maine  w ilh  rashness  and  indiscretion  in  the 
movement  which  she  had  made. 

Mr.  Legare  defended  the  bill,  denied  it.  was  a war 
measure,  but  insisted  that  its  tendency  was  to  peace. 
He  examined  the  question  of  right,  and  vindicated 
the  stand  taken  by  the  slate  of  Maine.  Mr.  Pickens 
replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Menefee,  and  said  that 
national  interest  ought  to  be  looked  at  as  well  as  na- 
tional honor.  He  deprecated  war,  and  thought  peace 
might  be  preserved  ; but  was  prepared  to  go  any 
length  when  war  was  inevitable.  He  opposed  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  w hich  empowers  the  presi- 
dent to  raise  20  new  regiments,  &c.  Mr.  Naylor 
insisted  that  it  would  be  an  empty  bravado  to  pass 
the  rest  of  the  bill,  and  not  the  second  section,  which 
gave  vitality  and  lorce  to  the  whole.  He  concluded 
that  tlie  country  must  do  something  in  the  case,  and 
supported  the  bill  as  fit  and  necessary.  Mr.  Prentiss 
replied  io  some  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Pickens,  and 
treated  with  ridicule  the  idea  of  looking  at  interest 
when  honor  was  at  stake.  He  went  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  several  parts  of  the  bill — opposed  the 
second  section,  and  wished  the  residue  belter  guard- 
ed, and  the  discretion  of  the  president  more  restrict- 
ed. Mr.  Hoffman  went  into  an  explanation  of  the 
reasons  why,  although  a representative  of  a great 
commercial  emporium,  which  must  be  most  sensibly 
injured  by  war,  should  it  come,  he  gave  1 1 is  support 
to  the  bill.  He  then  went  into  a brief  examination 
of  the  existing  difficulty,  and  insisted  on  the  neces- 
sity ol  supporting  the  national  rights  and  character 
at  every  sacrifice.  Mr.  Thompson  followed  in  a 
similar  course  of  remark,  commenting  with  great  se- 
verity on  the  injustice  and  arrogance  of  the  British 
claims,  and  the  course  of  the  provincial  government 
on  this  occasion,  and  pledged  his  constituents  and 
hiiuselt  to  the  whole  extent  of  their  means  to  stand 
by  the  government. 

Mr.  IV.  Cos!  Johnson  moved  the  sublance  of  the 
foundry  bill  to  be  inserted  as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Wise  treated  the  whole  debate  as  a matter  o( 
amusement.  Those  who  talked  so  much  seldom 
weie  gieat  doers.  The  whole  danger  as  he  under- 
stood, was  like  to  pass  away  ; but,  if  not,  he  op- 
posed giving  to  any  president  powers  so  large  as 
those  in  the  bill.  He  offered,  by  way  of  substitute, 
the  resolutions  moved  in  the  senate  by  Mr.  Buchanan, 
and  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise  ; but  con- 
sented to  withdraw  the  motion  tinder  a pledge  that 
it  should  be  renewed. 

Mr.  Evans  staled  that  information  had  been  re- 
ceived through  the  papers  by  the  evening’s  mail, 
that  a special  messenger  had  passed  though  Augusta, 
Maine,  w ith  despatches  from  sir  John  Harvey  for 
the  Britisli  minister  here,  the  contents  unknown  ; 
but  generally  understood  and  believed  to  be  expres- 
sive of  his  determination  to  take  no  further  step  un- 
til the  reception  of  the  minister’s  reply.  It  was  not 


certainly  true,  though  he  was  strongly  inclined  to 
believe  that  it  was. 

He  then  went  into  a course  of  very  severe  ani- 
madversion on  the  speech  of  Mr  S.iitunstall,  par- 
ticularly as  coming  lrom  a member  from  Massachu- 
setts, who  had  been  the  first  to  resist  British  aggres- 
sion; and,  as  a contrast  to  the  positions  of  that  gen- 
tleman, read  a series  of  resolutions,  just  received, 
from  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  fully  suppos- 
ing Maine  m all  she  had  done,  and  proffering  for  her 
aid  the  loan  of  a million  of  doilais.  He  further 
stated  that  an  agent  of  Massachusetts  had  accompa- 
nied the  agent  ol  Maine  in  the  late  transactions,  and 
bad  concurred  fully  in  all  that  was  done;  that  the 
party  who  went  to  support  the  sheriff,  though  they 
had  arms  with  them  to  resist,  if  need  be,  an  armed 
body  of  trespassers  which  they  understood  to  be  col- 
lected in  a considerable  force  within  the  territory, 
had  taken  care  to  carry  them  boxed  up,  and  had  de- 
termined not  to  open  the  boxes  until  the  actual  ne- 
cessity arrived  of  a forcible  conflict.  It  was  not  a 
military  expedition,  but  strictly  a civil  one  to  en- 
force the  execution  of  a writ.  As  to  the  secret  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature,  it  had  been  secret  to  conceal 
the  movement,  not  from  the  general  government 
here,  or  the  provincial  government  beyond  the  lines, 
hut  from  the  trespassers,  w hom  it  was  desirable  to 
seize  before  they’  could  make  good  their  retreat. 

After  some  general  remarks  on  the  necessity, 
whether  the  pacific  intelligence  were  true  or  false, 
of  still  passing  the  bill,  Mr.  E.,  according  to  his 
pledge,  moved  the  rising  of  the  committee,  but 
hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail. 

[It  was  now  midnight.] 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  carried,  and  there- 
upon the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Howard,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  consideration  ol  this  bill  be  the  special  order  lor 
to-inorrow  at  11  o’clock,  to  take  precedence  of  all 
other  business. 

Mr.  Petrikin  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
on  a bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Geor  getown  college, 
but  did  not  press  it. 

Mr.  Wise  obtained  the  printing  of  his  substitute 
for  the  military  preparation  bill ; which  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
That  congress  can  discuver  no  trace,  throughout  the  long 
correspondence  which  has  been  submitted  to  them,  be- 
'ween  the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  of  any  understanding,  express  or  implied,  much 
less  of  any  *'  explicit  agreement,”  such  as  is  now  al- 
leged, that  the  territory  in  dispute  between  them  on 
the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  latter  shall  be  placed 
and  remain  under  the  exclusive  jurisd'etion  of  her  Bri- 
tannic majesty’s  government  until  the  settlement  of  the 
question  ; on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  there  was 
and  is  a clear  subsisting  understanding  between  tlie 
parties,  under  which  they  have  both  acted,  that,  until 
this  question  shall  be  finally  determined,  each  of  them 
shall  refrain  from  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  any 
portion  of  the  disputed  territory,  except  such  parts  of  it 
as  may  have  been  in  the  actual  possession  of  one  or  the 
other  party. 

That  whilst  ihe  United  States  are  bound,  in  good 
faith,  to  comply  with  this  understanding,  during  the 
pe.ndency  of  negotiat.ons,  congress  cannot  perceive 
that  Ihe  state  of  Maine  has  violated  the  spirit  of  it  by 
merely  sending,  under  the  authority  of  the  legislature, 
her  land  agent,  wilh  a sufficient  force,  into  the  disputed 
territory,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  expelling  lawless  tres- 
passers engaged  in  impairing  its  value  by  cutting  down 
ihe  timber;  both  panies  having  a common  right,  and 
being  bound  by  a common  duly,  io  expel  such  intruders 
from  a territory  to  which  each  claims  title,  taking  carp, 
however,  to  retire  within  the  acknowledged  limits 
when  this  single  object  shall  have  been  accomplished. 

Tnat  should  her  Britannic  majesty’s  government,  in 
violation  of  the  clear  understanding  between  tlie  par- 
ties, persist  in  carrying  iis  avowed  determination  into 
execution,  and  attempt,  by  military  force,  to  assume  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory,  all  of 
w hich,  they  firmly  believe,  rightfully  belongs  io  the  state 
of  Maine,  the  exigency,  in  the  opinion  of  congress,  will 
then  have  occurred,  rendering  n the  imperative  duty  of 
the  president,  under  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  to 
call  forth  the  militia,  and  employ  the  military  force  of 
ihe  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  such  an 
invasion.  And  in  this  event  congress  will  cordially  co- 
operate wdih  and  sustain  the  president  in  defending  the 
rights  of  the  country. 

That  should  the  British  authorities  refrain  from  al- 
tempting  a military  occupation  of  the  territory  in  dis- 
pute, and  from  enforcing  their  claim  to  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  it  by  arms,  that  then,  in  the  opinion  of  con- 
g ess,  the  state  of  Maine  ought,  on  her  part,  to  pursue  a 
course  of  similar  forbearance,  and  leave  tlie  ultimate 
vindication  of  her  rights  to  the  general  government  of 
the  Uuiied  Slates,  to  which  it  rightfully  and  constitu- 
tionally belongs. 

That  the  president  of  the  United  States  should,  in  the 
exigency  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  immediately  con- 
vene the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

That  tlie  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 


treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  outfit  and  sa- 
lary of  a special  minister  to  Great  Britain  : Provided, 
the  president  of  the  United  Slates  shall  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  appoint  the  same. 

The  house  took  up  sundry  bills  on  tlie  speaker’s 
table,  which  had  come  back  from  the  senate  vt flh 
amei  dmonls. 

The  amendments  to  Ihe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph M.  Hernandez  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
passed. 

Tlie  senate’s  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a now  jail  in  Washington,  requiring  the  ad- 
dition of  $1,000  to  the  appropriation  by  the  house 
of  $30,000  for  the  erection  of  that  building.  The 
bill  w as  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  , 
state  of  the  union. 

The  house  bill  for  the  support  of  the  army,  with 
sundry  amendments  from  the  senate,  was  referred 
in  like  manner. 

The  senate’s  amendment  to  the  bill  for  Ihe  relief 
of  the  Springfield  Manufacturing  Company,  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the 
said  amendment  be  nou-concurred  in. 

Various  attempts  were  made  to  gpt  a quorum  on 
this  motion,  and  several  motions  lor  adjournment 
were  made,  ihe  last  of  which  succeeded  : ayes  73, 
hops  59 ; and  so 

The  house  adjourned  at  half  past  12  o’clock. 

Saturday,  March  2.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Noyes, 
ordered  that  three  additional  members  be  appoint- 
ed on  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour 
was  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject ol'  the  Virginia  land  claims.  Mr.  C'ubb  moved 
to  suspend  the  rule  for  the  purpose  ol  receiving 
reports  of  committees,  and  of  taking  np  and  dispos- 
ing of  bills  on  the  speaker’s  table;  on  which  mo- 
tion there  appeared  ayes  35,  rioes  37.  (No  quo- 
rum.) Mr.  Malloty  moved  a call  of  the  house; 
which  w as  ordered.  And  the  roll  having  been  call- 
ed, 91  members  answered  Io  their  names.  And 
the  names  of  the  absentees  having  been  called, 
there  appeared  114  answering  to  their  names. 
Some  other  members  having  appeared,  and  it  hav- 
ing been  ascertained  that  a quotum  was  present, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  all  further  proceedings 
on  the  call  were  dispensed  with.  Mr.  Hopkins 
then  withdrew  his  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  for 
the  purpose  above  mentioned,  but  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a reso- 
lution providing  for  the  pay  of  messengers  lor  px- 
tra  services:  which  motion  was  rejected.  Mr. 
Mercer  moved  a suspension  ol  the  rule  until  half- 
past eleven,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  reports  of 
committees,  and  disposing  of  the  business  on  the 
table  ; which  motion  was  agreed  to.  Sundry  re- 
ports were  made.  Among  the  reports  was  one  by 
Mr.  Howard,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, on  the  subject  of  our  relations  with  Mexico. 
Mr.  Howard  said  that  the  report  concluded  with 
certain  resolutions  w hich,  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  time,  he  would  not  ask  the  house  to  act 
upon.  The  reports  and  resolutions  were  laid  on 
the  table,  arid  ordered  to  be  printed.  [For  the 
report  and  resolutions  see  page  25.]  Some  other 
business  having  intervened,  Mr.  Biddle  rose  and 
made  inquiry  whether  the  above  report  included  a 
certain  petition  heretofore  presented  liy  himself, 
from  New  Orleans?  Mr.  Howard  replied  affirma- 
tively. Mr  Biddle  complained  that  the  repoit  was 
made  in  such  an  obscure  way  as  not  to  attract  at- 
tention. Mr.  Howard  said  that  the  report  had  not 
been  made  in  an  obscure  way,  but  as  usual.  The 
noise,  however,  was  so  gieat  that  scarcely  a word 
could  be  heard  of  any  thing  that  passed.  Mr.  Bid- 
dle said  Ire  did  not  speak  with  a view  Io  impugn  Ihe 
course  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs,  but  simply  in  justification  of  himself  for  trot 
noticing  the  report  when  it  was  made. 

A number  ol  ineffectual  motions  were  made  to 
suspend  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to 
the  consideration  of  particular  bills,  &c.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  seriate  bill  in  relation  to 
the  courts  of  New  Orleans  was  taken  up,  read 
twice,  and  committed.  Mr.  Graves  asked  the 
house  to  take  up  the  resolution  of  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to  Charles  J.  Ingeisoll,  late  district  attorney 
at  Philadelphia.  Objection  was  made.  Mr.  G. 
moved  a suspension  of  the  rule;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Keim  stated  it  to  be  the  desire  of  Mr.  Tnger- 
soll  that  the  resolution  should  pass.  Mr.  K.  was 
authorized  so  to  state.  Mr.  Graves  asked  leave  to 
consider  another  resolution  heretofore  offered  by 
him  ; which  was  objected  to.  The  resolution  was 
agreed  to.  And  the  house  then  passed  to  the  spe- 
cial or  dr-  r of  the  day. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  Ihe  union  on  the 
bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  foreign  re  lations 
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in  connexion  with  the  existing  difficulties  in  rela- 
tion to  the  northeastern  boundary.  Mr.  Cushin g 
was  entitled  to  tile  floor,  but  yielded  to  Mr.  Salton 
s ail  tor  the  purpose  of  explanation.  Mr.  Salto/i- 
slall  expressed  his  fears  that,  from  severe  cold,  lie 
sho  ; Id  scarcely  be  able  to  make  himself  heard. 
Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  make  an  explanation  in 
relation  to  the  course  of  argument  adopted  by  him 
yesterday,  and  which  had  been  misapprehended. 
Alter  Mr.  S.  had  concluded,  Mr.  Cushing  took  the 
floor.  Mr.  Cambreleng  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
would  yield  the  floor  to  allow  him  to  make  a state- 
ment. Mr.  Cushing  said  he  would,  if  the  gentleman 
would  be  brief. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  then  said  he  perceived  that  mem- 
bers were  preparing*  to  leave  the  city,  and  lie 
would  give  notice  that  tiie  three  most  important 
appropriation  bills — the  army,  the  navy,  and  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bills — -were  still 
pending  between  the  two  houses  with  some  amend- 
ments. If  these  bills  were  not  acted  on  this  eve- 
ning, it  might  be  necessary  to  sit  to-morrow.  Mr. 
C.  hoped  that  the  house  would  not  be  driven  to  this 
necessity,  and  that  the  discussion  now  going  on 
might  be  terminated.  In  any  event,  he  hoped  gen- 
tlemen would  not  leave  the  city  until  these  bills 
were  passed.  Mr.  Wise  inquired  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  whether  it  was 
his  intention  tobring'up  the  sub-treasury  bill.  Mr. 
Cambreleng  said  the  gentleman  knew  that  it  could 
not  he  called  up.  Mr.  Cushing.  The  gentleman 
might  as  well  attempt  to  raise  a dead  man  to  life. 
The  debate  was  then  resumed  ; and  the  committee 
was  ad  tressed  by  Messrs.  Cushing,  Bidlle,  (in  expla- 
nation) Crunj,  Aila ms.  Bell  ami  Everett. 

Mr.  Smith  took  the  floor,  but  the  hour  of  three 
having  arrived,  the  house  took  a lecess  until  half 
past  four  o’clock. 

EVENING  SITTING. 

Mr.  Evans  addressed  the  house  for  a short  time 
in  explanation  of  some  portion  ol'liis  remarks,  made 
on  Friday  evening,  which  he  admitted  to  have  been 
too  severe  on  an  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Sallon- 
stail,)  lor  whom  he  cherished  the  highest  possible 
peisonal  respect.  He  then  proceeded  to  express 
his  entire  conviction  of  the  rectitude  oi  that  gentle- 
man’s motives,  and  acquitted  him  of  the  remotest 
purpose  of  strengthening  the  hands  of  a foreign 
power  against  the  interests  of  his  own  country  arid 
state. 

Mr.  Adams  made  a similar  explanation  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Biddle,  on  whom  he  pronounced  a short  but 
beautiful  eulogium.*  He  insisted  on  his  own  right 
to  combat  the  arguments  of  any  other  member 
with  all  the  force  in  his  power,  anil  protested 
against  its  being  interpreted  as  the  slightest  reflec- 
tion against  such  member:  and  the  strenuonsness 
with  which  he  had  resisted  the  speech  of  Mr.  B. 
was  but  a proof  in  how  high  a degree  he  appreciated 
the  talents  of  that  gentleman,  and  their  effect  upon 
the  house. 

The  question  being  on  a motion  of  Mr.  W.  C. 
Johnson  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a provision 
for  tile  purchase  of  a site  lor  a foundry  of  cannon, 
Mr.  J.  supported  the  motion  in  a short  speech, 
and  then,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Robertson,  modified 
his  motion  so  as  to  require  that  the  piece  of  ground 
purchased  should  not  be  less  than  50  nor  over  100 
acres. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  the  amendment 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  the 
following  as  a substitute  : 

That  the  sum  of  five  million  of  dollars  is  hereby  ap- 
propriated and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  president 
to  defray  any  expense  which  may  be  incurred  by  the 
employment  of  the  naval  and  military  forces  of  the 
United  States,  and  such  portion  of  the  militia  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  to  he  called  into  service,  to  repel 
or  prevent  any  actual  invasion  of  the  territory  of  die 
United  States  by  any  foreign  power,  at  any  time  before 
congress  can  be  convened  to  act  up  m the  subject  ; to 
provide  for  which,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  au- 
thorized to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  die  United 
S ates,  and  to  cause  to  be  issued  certificates  of  stock, 
signed  by  the  register  of  the  treasury,  for  the  sum  to  be 

* Editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Washington,  March  4,  1339, 

Gentlemen  : I note  with  regret  an  inaccuracy  in  the 
report  of  die  debates  of. Saturday  evening,  which  it  be- 
comes me,  more  than  any  other  person,  to  correct.  The 
complimentary  remarks  of  Mr.  Adams,  there  alluded  to, 
however  comprehensive  they  might  be  deemed,  evident- 
ly sprung  fry m an  impulse  whose  direction  was  mainly, 
ii  not  exclusive!}-,  towards  Ids  own  estimable  and  distin- 
guished colleague,  die  lion.  Mr.  Saltonstall.  Under  any 
circumstances,  I should  be  pained  at  such  an  error, 
but  far  more  so  when  the  peculiar  p tsition  of  Mr.  S. 
rendered  the  tribute  to  him  an  act  of  bare  justice. 

R ispectfiflly,  your  obedient  'servant, 

R.  Biddle. 


borrowed,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  the  same  to  be  sold 
upon  the  best  terms  that  may  be  offered  after  public 
notice  for  proposals  for  the  same:  provided.  That  no 
engagement  or  contract  shall  be  entered  into  which 
shall  preclude  the  United  States  from  reimbursing  any 
sum  or  sums  thus  bon  owed  after  the  expiration  of  five 
years  from  the  first  of  January  next  ; and  that  die  rate 
of  interest  shall  not  exceed  five  per  cent.,  payable  semi- 
annually-. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  eighteen 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, out  of  any  money  in  die  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated.,  for  out  lit  and  salary  of  a special  min  ster  to 
Great  Britain  : provided,  the  president  of  die  United 
S a es  shall  deem  it  expedient  lo  appoint  the  same. 

Mr.  W.  expressed  his  iiope  that  the  committee 
would  be  brought  to  a unanimous  vote  in  favor  of 
this  amendment.  It  went  to  avoid  all  the  disputed 
questions  on. the.  bill,  and  reduced  it  in  (act  to  a con- 
tingent appropriation  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
i’his.wa.s  as  far  as  he  could  go.  The  whole  mea- 
sure was,  at  last,  but  a menace:  and,  as  sucli.it 
would,  with  such  a power  as  Great  Britain,  operate 
rather  as  an  obstacle  to  negotiation,  than  an  auxil- 
iary to  its  success.  He  was  willing  to  vote  a de- 
claratory resolution  like  that  he  had  ottered  ; but 
he  would  not  make  the  president  a sole  judge  of 
the  expediency  of  peace  or  war,  &c.  He  was  Wil- 
ling to  trust  the  present  executive  in  a matter  of 
that  kind  as  far  as  he  would  any  man,  because  he 
was  not  of  a warlike  disposition — but  a chieftain 
might  hereafter  rise,  and  plead  this  act  as  a prece- 
dent. He  believed  the  noise  about  war  to  be  all 
humbug:  but,  if  a war  did  ensue,  lie  would  not 
only  go  as  far  as  these  resolutions  went,  but  lie 
would  go  further- — he  would  ask  president  Van  Bu- 
ren  for  an  office. 

A voice.  “ What  will  it  be?” 

Mr.  W.  did  not  say:  but  observed  that,  if  this 
substitute  should  not  be  agreed  to,  he  would  then 
move  resolutions  generally  similar  to  those  which 
had  been  submitted  lo  the  senate  by  a senator  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buchanan.) 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  was  ne- 
gatived : ayes  73,  noe3  84. 

Mr.  Wise  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  bill,  and  after  the  reading  of  a sub- 
stitute for  that  section,  which  Mr.  McKay  was  de- 
sirous of  olfering  when  in  order,  the  question  was 
taken  by  tellers  on  Mr.  Wise’s  motion  to  strike  out, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative  : a;  es  55,  noos  78  ; so 
the  second  section  of  the  hilt  was  ordered  to  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr  McKay  (chairman  of  the  inilitsry  commit- 
tee) now  moved  to  fill  the  blank  occasioned  by  the 
above  vote,  by  inserting  the  following: 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tnat  the  militia, 
when  called  into  the  service  of  the  Un  ted  States  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  the  act  entitled  “ An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
die  union,  suppress  insurrections,  repel  invasion,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes.”  may,  if 
in  the  opinion  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  the 
public  interest  require  it,  he  compelled  to  serve  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  six  months  afier  their  arrival  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  in  any  one  year,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. 

See.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  in  the  even! 
of  aciual  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
by  any  foreign  power,  or  of  imminent  danger  of  such 
invasion  discovered  in  his  opinion  to  exisi  before  con- 
gress can  be  convened  to  act  upon  t he  suoject,  the  pre- 
sident be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  if  he  deem  the 
same  expedient,  to  accept  the  services  of  any  number 
of  volunteers,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand,  in  t he  man- 
ner provided  for  in  an  act  e it  tit  led  “ An  act  authorizing 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  accept,  the  services 
of  volunteers  and  to  raise  an  additional  regiment  of 
drago-.  ns  or  mounted  riflemen,”  approved  May  23. 
1336. 

A member  moved  to  extend  the  term  of  militia 
service  to  twelve  months,  instead  of  six,  but  it  was 
negatived.  The  question  on  Mr.  McKay’s  amend- 
ment was  then  divided  ; and  being  put  first  on  so 
much  as  relates  to  the  term  of  militia  service,  it  was 
carried:  ayes  105,  noes  not  counted.  The  question 
being  then  put  on  the  residue  of  the  amendment, 
relating  to  volunteers— Mr.  Wise  opposed  it  as  go- 
ing, in  substance,  to  re-enact  the  2d  section,  which 
had  just  been  stricken  out.  Mr.  McKay  denied 
this,  and  spoke  a short  time  in  vindication  of  the 
amendment.  Mr.  Briggs  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  limiting  the  number  of  volunteers 
to  12,000.  Rejected.  The  amendment  was  then 
agreed  to:  ayes  101.  So  the  house  adopted  both 
branches  of  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr  McKay 

Mr  Wise  otfered  an  amendment  limiting  the  ope 
ration  ol  the  bill  lo  thirty  days  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  congress ; which  was 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Howard  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
which  related  to  the  number  of  millions  which  the 
president  was  empowered  to  borrow  to  carry  into 
effect  the  [imposes  of  this  act,  by  inserting  “ ten.’ 
Another  member  (not  known  by  the  reporter,  in  the 


confusion  which  prevailed,)  moved  “twenty.” 
Mr.  Wise  moved  “ five.”  The  question  being  put 
first  on  the  the  highest  number,  “twenty,”  was 
negatived.  And  the  blank  was  filled  with  the  word 
“ ten  :”  ayes  95,  no  s 64. 

Mr.  tii.lmore  moved  the  following  amendment : 

“ And  to  build,  purchase,  or  charter,  arm,  equip,  and 
man  such  vessels  and  steamboats  on  die  northern  lakes 
and  rivers  whose  waters  communicate  with  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  as  he  shall  deem  necessary 
to  protect  the  United  States  from  invasion  Irom  that 
quarter.” 

Mr.  Bronson  and  Mr.  Fillmore  spoke  warmly 
in  support  of  the  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to 
— ayes  107. 

An  amendment,  empowering  (he  president  to 
arm  all  the  fortifications*,  was  moved  by  some  mem- 
ber not  ascertained  by  the  reporter,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  McKay  now  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  following  : 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  the  event  of 
either  of  the  contingencies  provided  for  in  the  1st  and 
3d  sections  of  this,  act;  (lie  president  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  authorized  to  apply  apart,  not  exceed- 
ing SI  000.000,  of  the  appropriation  made  in  tins  act, 
to  repairing  or  arming  fortifications  along  the  seaboard 
and  frontier. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  mi- 
litia or  volunteers  are  called  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted’States,  they  shall  have  the  organization  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  and  shall  receive  the  same  pay 
and  allowances. 

These  sections  were  both  agreed' to, 

Mr.  Frail  offered  an  amendment  for  the  construc- 
tion of  thive  steam- frigates. 

Mr.  Pickens  waruny  remonstrated  against  thus 
encumbering  the  bill  with  amendments,  and  declar- 
ed, if  it  were  persisted  in,  he  should  feel  himself 
obliged  to  vote  against  Ihe  bill  so  amended.  The 
amendment  proposed  hy  Mr.  Piatt  was  rejecte  !. 
Several  other  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to 
amend  the  bill  ; when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Howard, 
the  committee  rose  ar.d  reported  the  bill  to  the 
house. 

In  the  house,  the  bill  being  taken  up — 

Mr.  Howard  proposed  to  concur  in  all  (tie  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  ; but 
a division  of  ttie  question  being  insisted  on,  it  was 
put  on  the  several  amendments  seriatim. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  tiie  amendment 
striking  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill  (above 
recited)  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Atherton,  Avcnggi  Banks,  Beers,  Beirne, 
Bell,  Biddle,  Borden,  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Wil- 
liam B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Cheatham,  Clark,  Coles,  Corwin, 
Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Davee,  Davies,  Deberry,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore, 
Everett,  Ewing,  Farrington,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  J.  Graham,  Grant, 
Graves,  Grennell.  Griffin,  Haley,  Hall,  Halstcd,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harlan,  Hastings,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins,  R.  M.T.  Hunter,  Ingham, Jenifer,  J.  Johnson, 
William  G.  Johnson,  J.  \V.  Jones,  Keim,  Klingen- 
smith,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Mal- 
lory, Marvin,  J.  M.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Marlin, 
Maxwell,  McKay,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure, 
McKennan,  Menefee,  Meicer,  Milligan,  Mitchell, 
Montgomery,  Calvary  Morris,  Murray,  Noble,  Ogle, 
Palmer,  Pearce,  Peck,  Penny-packer,  PeuTkin,  Pickens, 
Pope,  Potis,  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Pu  mini,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Reily,  Rancher,  Ridgv oy,  Runisey,  Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, 'Sawyer,  Shelter,  Augustine  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Shields,  Sotuligate,  Stuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Ta- 
liaferro, Thomas,  Tdlinghast,  Titus,  Towns,  Wagerier, 
Webster,  Albert  S.  While,  John  White,  Whittlesey, 
Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams, Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wist,  Word,  Worth- 
ington, Yell,  Yorke — 136. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Beatty,  Bicknell,  Bird- 
sail,  Bouldin,  Brpdhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 
Cambreleng,  Casey,  Crary,  Cushing,  Cushman,  De 
Graff,  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Evans,  Gallup,  Gray,  Har- 
rison, Hoffman,  Holt,  Howard,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Thomas 
B.  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  Kemble,  Ken- 
nedy, Legare,  Lead  better,  Robert  McClellan,  Miller, 
Moore,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  P.  rkcr.  Pa  - 
inetiler,  Parris,  Paynter,  Pluiner.  Pratt,  Rives,  Robin- 
son, Sergeant,  Sheplor,  Smith,  Spencer,  _ Taylor, 
Thompson,  'Poland,  Toucey,  Turney,  Vail — 56. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the 
second  section  ol  Ihe  bill  sti  icken  out. 

The  section  extending  rtiliiia  service  to  six 
months  was  concurred  in  without  a count. 

That  empowering  the  president  lo  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  50,000  volunteers  having  been  read,  Mr. 
Mallory  moved  lo  reduce  the  number  to  20,000  ; 
which  motion  was  negatived — ayes  78,  noes  105. 

[On  this  question,  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.,  de- 
manded ttie  yeas  and  nays;  but  the  house  refused 
to  order  them.] 

The  number  standing  at  50,000,  the  section  was 
concuucd  in,  yeas  1 53,  nays  47. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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CCJ^The  editor  of  the  “ Register”  has  been  ab- 
sent from  his  post  during  the  past  week,  which  fact 
will  account  for  anv  discrepancies  which  may  be 
discovered  in  the  present  sheet. 

Patents.  The  commissioner^ the  patent  office 
has  given  notice  that  all  assignments  of  patents, 
whether  in  whole  or  in  part,  will  hereafter  be  re- 
corded free  of  charge. 

Mr.  Brent  has  resigned  his  charge  as  editor  of 
the  “Republican  Review  and  National  Magazine.” 
It  will,  however,  be  continued  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  a committee  of  literary  gentlemen  of  this 
city. 

Dr.  Cooper  of  Columbia,  S.  C.,  is  not  deal,  as 
stated  in  some  of  the  newsp  ipers  ; but  his  health  is 
so  feeble  that  he  is  scarcely  expected  to  live  from 
one  day  to  another.  His  disease  is  the  dtopsy. 

New  Hampshire.  The  election  in  this  state 
has  resulted  in  favor  of  the  administration  candi- 
dates by  very  large  majorities. 

Mr.  Clay’s  speech  on  abolition  petitions. 
Mr.  Clay  has.addressed  the  fo. lowing  to  the  editors 
of  the  “ Intelligencer:” 

Messrs..  Gales  8,-  Seaton  : In  the  speech  which  I 
addressed  to  the  senate  on  the  subject  of  abolition 
petitions,  I ascribed  to  Dr.  Franklin  the  authorship 
of  the  law  passed  bv  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in 
1730,  for  the  gradual  emancipation  of  slaves.  Such 
was  the  impression  on  my  mind;  but,  trom  a coin.- 
muriication  which  I have  since  received,  I believe 
that  the  measure  originated  with  another  distin- 
guished citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  the  late  honorable 
George  Bryan. 

I will  thank  you  to  make  this  correction,  unim- 
portant in  respect  to  the  use  I made  of  the  fact,  but 
otherwise  just  and  proper. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

H.  CLAY. 

Washington,  March  2,  1839. 

New  post  office.  The  principal  charge  of  re- 
building the  post  office,  under  the  late  act  of  con- 
gress, has  been  devolved  by  the  president  on  tile 
postmaster  general.  It  is  to  be  rebuilt  on  the  old 
site,  alter  a plan  to  be  adopted,  and  of  materials 
to  be  approved  by  the  president. 

The  postmaster  general  requests  ns  to  state,  that 
he  will  be  happy  to  receive,  for  submission  to  the 
president,  plans  of  building  suited  to  the  site,  and 
information  in  relation  to  building  mateiials,  espe- 
cially granite  and  marble,  showing  the  advantages 
in  each  in  reference  to  strength,  durability,  cost, 
and  ottier  qualities  and  circumstances  which  may 
seem  to  recommend  them. 

The  plans  and  information  are  desired  at  as  early 
a day  as  possible,  that  measures  may  be  adopted 
for  an  immediate  commencement  of  the  work. 

[Globe. 

New  York  money  market.  The  Express  of 
Tuesday  says  : 

The  week  has  opened  with  an  increased  gloom. 
The  news  from  Nova  Scotia  and  the  frontier  is  con- 
sidered more  unfavorable.  Stocks  it  will  be  seen 
have  declined — some  of  them  very  much.  The  Dry 
Dock  bank,  which  stood  at  105  on  Saturday,  fell  to 
par.  The  Bank  of  Commerce,  which  was  so  much 
sought  after,  now  stands  a shade  better  than  par. 
The  depression  in  stocks  is  caused  more  from  the 
apprehension  than  the  knowledge  that  American  se- 
curities will  decline  in  the  London  market. 

The  condition  of  our  in.mey  market,  for  some 
time,  must  depend  much,  very  much,  on  the  turn 
things  take  in  London.  If  the  war  news  should  not 
be  much  thought  of  in  England,  and  if  there  should 
be  no  serious  decline  in  American  securities,  money 
matters  will  recover  here,  if,  however,  they  should 
fall  ort  there,  stocks  may  decline  further  here.  Trie 
fall  in  stocks  in  the  first  thirty  has  been  very  severe, 
yet  none  of  the  operators  have  been  so  seriously  af- 
fected as  not  to  make  good  their  contracts. 

More  suspensions.  The  Michigan  State  bank 
and  the  Detroit  City  bank  have  suspended  specie 
payments  ; the  first  on  Monday,  the  25th  ultimo,  the 
latter  some  days  earlier. 

Yol.  VI.  Sio.  8. 


The  Southwark  Savings  Bank,  and  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Savings  Bank,  both  in  Pniladelphia,  have  suspen- 
ded the  redemption  of  their  notes.  Neither  of  tiiese 
institutions  was  incorporated  by  the  state. 

Tacaloosa,  Alabama,  March  1st. 

The  private  bank  at  Wetumpka  and  Selma  has 
suspended  specie  payments. 

A statement  of  ihe  condition  of  the  Wetumpka 
trading  company  sets  down  its  liabilities  at  $3,000. 
Assets,  $259,000,  making  a difference  of  four  to  one 
in  favor  of  the  institution.  The  cash  on  hand  was 
$10,000,  real  estate  mortgaged  $100,000.  [lnt. 

The  United  States  and  Canada.  A rumor 
at  N,-w  York  the  beginning  oi  this  week,  that 
Platts  burg  had  been  captured  by  a body  of  Bii 
tisti  and  Indians,  doubtless  had  Os  origin  in  the 
circumstances  mentioned  in  the  following  : 

From  the  Plaltsburg  Whig — extra. 

“ Plallsburg,  N.  Y.  March  5,  1839. 

“By  a letter  received  in  town  last  evening,  and 
also  Irorn  a citizen  direct  trom  the  east  side  of  the 
lake,  we  learn  that  the  British  authorities  in  Cana 
da  have  taken  formal  possession  of  the  strip  of  land 
in  dispute  on  this  frontier,  including  the  site  of  the 
old  fort  at  Rouse’s  Point,  by  erecting  a Hag  and  sta- 
tioning armed  patroles  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  slate,  as  heretofore  acknowledged;  and,  what 
is  still  worse,  have  embodied  400  Indians  on  this 
line.” 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  above,  says:  “The  old  iort  alluded  to 

was  built  by  the  United  States  during  the  last  war 
at  great  expense.  It  was  never  of  any  use,  how- 
ever, to  this  country,  as  it  was  soon  after  discovered 
that  the  engineer  had  piaeed  the  fort  some  halt  a 
mile  within  the  territory  of  Great  Britain.  It  was 
immediately  abandoned,  and  from  that  time  has 
been  known  as  ‘ Fort  Blunder.’  We  passed  it  a 
lew  months  ago,  and  observed  that  the  wails  were 
nearly  in  ruins.” 

In  allusion  to  the  above  report,  the  Plattsburg 
Republican  of  the  9lh  says  : 

“ We  have  it  from  persons  who  were  there  yes- 
terday, that  there  are  no  troops  at  the  fort,  or  on  the 
‘ strip  of  land  in  dispute.’  All  was  quiet  at  our  last 
advices.” 

Coal  vein  on  fire.  During  the  severe  cold 
in  January,  two  persons  were  destroyed  in  Mr.  L. 
C.  Dougherty’s  works  at  Coalcastle,  (Penn.,)  trom 
incautiously  placing  a fire  in  the  diiit.  We  regret 
to  state  that  the  flames  on  that  occasion  communica- 
ted to  the  breast  and  proppings,  and  have  been  igni- 
ted ever  since;  and  up  to  tiiis  time  the  element  has 
baffled  every  exertion  to  subdue  it.  It  would  surprise 
some1  of  our  friends  who  think  that  white  ash  coal 
cannot  bum  without  a strong  draught,  to  see  a whole 
mine  in  flames  which  cannot  be  smothered  ; and  to 
stop  which  Mr.  Dougherty  will  eventually  be  com- 
pelled, Cyrus  like,  to  turn  the  course  ot  some  stream, 
and  drown  it  out.  [PottsviUe  Journal. 

Naval.  The  Norfolk  Beacon  of  the  13th  inst. 
states  that  the  broad  pendant  of  Commodore  Clax- 
ton  w'as  hoisted  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship  Constitu- 
tion on  Tuesday. 

The  same  paper  says  : — “We  understand  that  a 
letter  was  received  by  steamboat  mail  yesterday 
which  states  that  it  was  confidently  rumored  that  the 
U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  coin.  Claxtori,  at  present 
at  the  navy  yard,  Gosport,  would  proceed  to  New 
York,  and  sail  thence  with  a special  minister  to 
Great  Britain.” 

North  eastern  boundary.  Our  pages  contain 
a number  of  articles  relating  to  the  movements,  do- 
ings, &c.  on  the  frontier.  Since  they  were  in  type, 
we  have  received  the  following;  from  which  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  agreement  entered  into  between 
Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Fox,  has  been  received,  and 
that  though  satisfactory  to  sir  John  Harvey,  it  has 
not  been  received  so  favorably  by  guv.  Fairfield. 

House  of  representatives,  Augusta, 

12  o'clock  M.  Tuesday , March  12. 

A message  from  the  governor  in  relation  to  the 
memorandum  of  Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Fox.  The  go- 
vernor considers  the  arrangement  unsatisfactory  and 
unequal,  and  advises  that  the  military  force  of  the 
state  should  not  be  withdrawn,  unless  the  lieutenant 


governor  of  New  Brunswick  shall  withdraw  his  force, 
and  the  government  of  Maine  be  satisfied  that  he  en- 
tirely abandons  the  idea  of  expelling  its  foices.  Gov. 
Fairfield  also  resists  the  recommendation  lo  allow 
Gov.  Harvey  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  measures  of 
protection  to  the  property  on  the  Aroostook,  and  ad- 
vises that,  in  rase  sir  John  abandons  his  position, 
and  withdraws  his  military  force,  the  military  force  of 
Maine  shall  also  be  withdrawn,  and  a sufficient  arm- 
ed or  unarmed  civil  posse  be  left  on  the  Aroostook 
for  its  protection. 

In  a postscript  to  the  message,  the  governor  says 
that  he  has  received  a note  of  a pacific  character 
from  sir  John  Harvey,  in  which  he  intimates  his 
willingness  to  enter  into  arrangements  upon  the  ba- 
sis of  tlie  memorandum  of  Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Fox. 
The  message  and  sir  John  Haivey’s  note  have  been 
committed  to  the  committee  on  the  northeastern 
boundary,  and  5,000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Oxford  and  Cumberland  militia  still  remain 
in  town,  and  have  been  this  afternoon  manoeuvring 
in  front  of  the  state  house.  Gen.  Scott  is  in  town, 
and  will,  I understand,  continue  here  at  present.  He 
is  acting  the  part  of  a pacificator ; and  it  is  to  ba 
hoped  that  his  erforts  wilt  prove  successful.  Not- 
withstanding the  belligerent  aspect  of  affairs  here, 
I am  still  of  opinion  that  war  will  not  result.  But 
still  I see  no  probability  that  Maine  will  recede  one 
iota  from  the  position  she  has  taken. 

Correspondence  of  ihe  Atlas. 

Slate  house.  Augusta, 
Wednesday,  March  13,  1839. 

Colonel  Charles  Jarvis,  our  temporary  land  agent, 
who  has  command  of  our  forces  on  the  Aroostook, 
arrived  here  last  evening.  He  left  his  encampment, 
which  is  at  present  near  the  mouth  of  the  Aroostook 
and  about  two  miles  from  the  line  of  the  state,  on  the 
9 h instant.  Not  apprehending  any  attack  from  the 
trespassers  or  the  authorities  of  New  Brunswick, 
colonel  Jarvis  has  discharged  about  four  hundred  of 
his  men. 

Those  that  remain  are  engaged  ill  constructing  a 
boom  across  the  Aroostook,  for  the  purpose  of  stop- 
ping the  timber  that  may  come  down.  Colonel 
Jarvis  visits  Augusta,  at  this  time,  I learn,  to  com- 
municate to  the  executive  some  local  information  he 
has  obtained  and  to  recommend  that  the  forces,  to 
be  retained  on  the  Aroostook  territory,  should  be 
employed  in  constructing  roads. 

Gen.  Hodsdon  has  been  ordered  to  the  Aroostook. 
His  head  quarters  will  be  on  the  Aroostook,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Presque  Isle,  and  about  ten  miles  from 
the  encampment  of  colonel  Jarvis.  The  Kennebec 
troops  are  ordered  to  No.  4,  on  the  Aroostook  road, 
and  there  to  wait  for  orders  from  general  Hodsdon. 
The  detachments  from  the  Oxlord  and  Cumberland 
divisions  are  yet  here.  I understand  they  will  re- 
main here  until  there  has  been  some  action  by  the 
legislature  on  the  governor’s  message. 

I have  no  doubt  the  legislature  will  sustain  the 
views  of  the  governor,  and  authcrize  him  to  keep  a 
sufficient  force  on  the  disputed  territory  to  protect 
the  timber  from  depredations.  If  sir  John  Harvey 
consents  to  this,  and  it  is  generally  supposed  here 
that  he  will,  there  will  then  be  an  end  to  our  present 
difficulties. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  Globe  of  this  af- 
ternoon : 

Government  Hou*e, 

Frederickton,  ( N . B.)  March  7,  1839. 

Major  general  sir  John  Harvey  presents  his  com- 
pliments to  governor  Fairfield,  and,  with  reference 
to  a communication  which  he  has  just  received 
from  Her  Majesty’s  minister  at  Washington,  trans- 
mitting a “ memorandum”  under  the  joint  signatures 
of  Mr.  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state,  and  Mr.  Fox, 
containing  terms  of  accommodation,  recommended 
by  the  secretary  of  state  and  her  majesty’s  minister 
plenipotentiary,  to  governor  Fairfield  and  Minself 
respectively,  begs  to  say,  that  he  will  be  happy  to 
enter  into  such  amicable  communication  with  go- 
vernor Fairfield  upor.  the  subject  as  may  conduce  to 
the  attainment  of  the  very  desirable  and  important 
object  thereby  proposed  to  be  effected. 

Sir  John  Harvey  has  answered  Mr.  Fox’s  com- 
munication by  expressing  his  entire  readiness  to 
give  effect  to  the  proposed  agreement  so  far  as  may 
be  dependent  upon  him. 

His  excellency  gov,  Fairfield,  Sue. 
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The  Maine  border  troubles  T ! . e Boston 

AH, is,  extra,  coi.lams  accounts  from  Halifax  (Nova 
Scotia)  to  the  27  tl)  ult.  The  late  movements  on  the 
part  of  tlie  government  ami  people  of  Maine  have 
occa  ioned  great  excitement,  and  the  Halifax  papers 
regard  the  event  of  war  between  tin;  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  as  almost  inevitable.  The  legis- 
Idtme  ol  Nova  Scotia  met  on  the  26th,  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  news  from  the  bordeis,  and  voted  a smn 
of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  be  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  governor  to  raise  men  to  go  to  the  aid  of 
New  Brunswick,  and  eight  thousand  men  were,  to  be 
immediately  raised. 

Extract  of  a letter  dated 

Halifax , Feb.  27/A,  1339. 

The  lafe  news  from  the  state  of  Maine  has  such  a 
wa  like  appearance  that  it  is  the  general  opinion 
that  war  cannot  now  be  averted  between  the  iwo 
countries.  YVe  shall  particularly  lament  if  the  good 
and  kindred  feeling  that  ought  to  prevail  should  now 
be  broken  up,  and  hope  that  it  may  still  blow  over. 
Our  legislature  yesterday  immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  the  nlell.gence,  voted  a sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds , to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
governor,  to  assist  the  mother  country  to  raise  vo- 
lunteers to  go  to  the  assistance  of  our  sister  province, 
and  eight  thousand  men  will  be  raised  immediately. 

The  vote  was  followed  up  with  long  and  hearty 
cheers  for  New  Brunswick  and  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  loyal  and  highly  excited 
feeling  which  prevails  in  Halifax,  we  cail  attention 
to  the  extraordinary  fact  that  after  the  resolutions 
were  adopted  by'  the  house  of  assembly,  three  hearty 
cheers  Were  proposed  by  one  of  the  members,  which 
was  responded  toby  all  present.  The  Royal  Gazette 
says — 

“ Never  have  we  before  witnessed  such  a heart- 
stirring scene,  nor  ever  before  were  such  cheers 
heard  in  our  house  of  assembly.” 

Journal  office,  Halifax,  1 
Tuesday , Feb.  1339.  ) 
Highly  important  from  New  Brunswick. 

The  Fredericlcton  Sentinel,  received  this  day, 
confirms  the  accounts  given  on  Monday,  of  hostile 
movements  by  the  state  of  Maine,  ami  in  addition 
gives  the  message  of  the  governor  to  the  legislature, 
commanding  a levy  of  10,000  men,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  possession  of  the  territory  in  dispute,  and 
to  enable  him  to  carry  this  measure  into  effect,  the 
legislature  have  voted  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  passed  resolutions  calling  up- 
on the  state  of  Massachusetts  to  aid  them  in  the 
measure. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  important  in 
formation,  the  legislature  of  this  province  resolved 
itself  into  committee  for  the  defence  of  the  province, 
and  tor  assisting  the  inhabitants  of  New  Brunswick 
to  repulse  the  invading  loe ; all  other  business 
was  stopped  until  the  committee  should  report, 
which  was  done  at  5 o’clock 

Never,  perhaps,  in  the  history  of  Nova  Scotia, 
has  there  occurred  such  an  outbreak  of  deep  impas- 
sioned feeling,  as  wis  given  expression  to,  when 
the  committee  reported  their  resolutions. 

Notwithstanding  the  suddenness  ot  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  house,  when  the  doors  were  opened 
at  halt  past  five  o’clock,  the  lobby  and  gallery 
were  filled  to  overflowing,  by  the  crowds  pi inhabi- 
tants who  had  been  waiting  for  admission.  The 
report  was  then  read,  after  some  preliminary  obser- 

vaiions,  by  the  hon.  Mr.  Dodd,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. It  consisted  of  a seiies  of  resolutions,  em- 
powering his  excellency  the  commander-in-chief, 
to  call  out  and  embody  volunteer  and  draft  compa- 
nies of  the  militia,  to  the  number  of  8000  men,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  IS  amt  45;  and  authorizing  the 
expenditure  of  £ 100,000,  if  it  should  be  required, 
to  repel  the  aggressions  on  the  sister  province. 

The  resolutions  provided  also,  that  in  addition  to 
the  same  allowance  as  the  regular  troops  from  the 
military  chest,  the  militia  should  receive  pav  from 
provincial  resources  authorized  to  be  expended  in 
the  service.  The  house  received  the  report  unani- 
mously, after  which,  on  motion  of  the  hon.  Mr. 
Dodd,  the  whole  house,  and  the  assembled  multi 
tud  ■,  arose  and  united  in  Three  -time  three  ctiecis  for 
the  brave  inhabitants  of  New  Brunswick,  and  three 
times  three  for  her  most  gracious  ma  jesty  queen  Vic- 
toria, which  were  given  with  sucli'  rapturous  and 
tremendous  effect,  that  the  solid  Walls  of  our  pro 
vince  bnilCoig  seemed  to  shake  to  their  fonntta 
tion,  and  the  boUn,i  was  heard  in  (he  adjacent 
streets.  J 

1 he  house  are  to  wait  upon  his  excellency  to- 
morrow, with  a copy  otthe  resolutions. 

On  the  following  day  the  legislative  council  con- 
curred in  the  act  of  the  assembly,  and  the  (lienten- 
ant)  governor  approved  of  the  whole  proceedings. 

rl.  M.  ship  Crocodile,  with  a division  of  the  69th 
regiment,  had  sailed  from  Halifax  for  New  Bruns- 


wick — also,  the  Eliza,  and  Numa,  transports,  with 
another  detachment. 

From  Augusta.  A letter  from  Augusta,  under 
date  ol  7th,  says — 

“ No  communication  has  been  made  by  the  gov- 
ernor to  our  legislature  in  relation  to  the  late  move- 
ments at  Washington  on  om  border  troubles.  We 
shall  probably  have  something  to-morrow  from  the 
governor,  when  v\e  may  expect  some  action  on  the 
subject  by  the  legislature.  The  feeling  is  very 
swung  among  the  people  through  the  stale  that  our 
troops  ought  noi  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  disputed 
lenllory  until  the  line  is  settled. 

In  the  house  a bill  to  mcoi  porate  the  county  of 
Resiook,  witli  HjuIIom  lor  the  shire  town,  has  been 
laid  on  the  table  and  oidered  to  be  printed-  It 
embraces  within  its  limits  the  disputed  territory.” 

General  Scott  remained  at  Augusta  on  Fnday  the 
8 ill.  Governor  Fairfield  had  yet  made  no  commu- 
nication to  llie  legislature  on  the  recent  proceedings 
at  Washington.  On  Thursday,  Gen.  Scott  met  the 
citizens  oi  Augusta,  representative.-  and  soldiers,  in 
the  legislative  had.  The  correspondent  ot  the  Port- 
land Argus  says  : 

*■  Tne  hall  was  full  and  the  gallerips  were  crowd- 
ed. Many  could  not  get  places.  The  greeting  ol 
hie  general  to  the  soldiers  and  officers  introduced  to 
him,  was  peculiaily  hearty.  In  one  of  the  representa- 
tives, Mr-  Frost  of  Bethel,  lie  recognised  a lellow 
soldier  m the  l ist  war.  They  were  both  wounded 
in  the  same  battle.  The  interview  was  einhusiaslic. 
file  general  seemed  hardly  willing  to  part  with  his 
hand. 

Alter  a half  hour  spent  in -these  mutual  interchan 
ges  ol  friendship,  Mr.  Allen  of  Bangor,  in  a lew  re- 
marks, welcomed  general  Scott  among  us  ; to  which 
welcoming  he  replied,  by  thanking  the  audience  tor 
the  hearty  reception  they  had  given  him  in  the  cap- 
i 1 ol  ol  Maine,  and  by  expressing  Ins  happiness  at 
being  enabled,  lace  lo  lace,  to  see  so  many  of  her 
sons — and  should  war  come  he  should  be  glad  lo  be 
found  shoulder  lo  shoulder — breast  to  breast — with 
such  soldiers.” 

l’lie  troops  ol  the  5th  division  arrived  in  Augusta 
on  Thursday.  They'  were  enthusiastically  welcom- 
ed by  the  cheers  ol  the  people  as  they  passed. 

A letter  dated  at  Augusta  ou  the  Sill  mst.  says — 

Tile  Cumberland  and  Oxiori  troops  have  been  re- 
viewed to-day,  by  the  governo..  They  appeared  to 
be  well  pre|  ared  lor  [lie  Arduous  service  on  which 
they  are  ordered.  Alter  the  review  the  troops  were 
formed  mto-a  hollow  square,  when  the  were  addres- 
sed in  a happy,  appropiiale  and  patriotic  speed),  by 
thegovernur. 

1 understand  they  will  receive  orders  to  march  for 
the  frontier  to-morrow  morning.  They  will  be  sent 
torward  in  small  divisions  for  the  convenience  of  get- 
ting quarters  on  the  road. 

t J-  by  advices  from  Houlton  are  of  the  6th,  evening 
Notiiing  new.  The  Maine  papers  and  letters  persist 
in  declaring  that  the  11th regiment  had  arrived  at 
M ad  a w' ask  a on  the  4lh  ; when  we  know  that  the 
Iwo  advance  companies  only  reached  Quebec  on 
that  day,  lrom  bond,  on  their  way  lo  New  Brunswick. 

From  Bangor  the  oidy  news  we  have  is  that,  ou 
the  8th,  six  companies  ot  the  Kennebec  detachment 
or  division  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Houlton. 

Mr. .[senator  Williams  addressed  a small  number 
ol  the  citizens  ol  Portland  on  the  8th  instant,  at  ihe 
distiict  court  room.  In  reply  to  the  question,  whe- 
ther the  special  minister  would  be  appointed  imme- 
diately, and  what  section  of  country  he  would  proba- 
bl  be  taken  from,  Mr.  Williams  observed  that  no 
appointment  would  be  made  until  time  was  allowed 
tor  our  present  doings  to  reach  England,  and  intel- 
ligence received  lrom  our  minister  already  there; 
and  that  when  the  appointment  was  made,  some  one 
out  ot  Njw  England  would  probably'  be  selected  as 
the  minister. 

1 be  Si.  John  (N.  B.)  Courier  of  the  2d  instant, 
reports  the  arrival,  that  morning,  of  H.  M.  ship 
Crocodile  from  Halifax  with  six  officers  and  190  men 
nt  the  69th  regiment.  They  were  to  proceed  to 
v ipd.-iickion  as  soun  as  (lie  necessary  conveyance 
could  be  procured.  _ The  transports  Eliza  and  Nu- 
ma with  Ihe  remainder  ol  the  regiment  had  not 
arrived. 

foe  Nevy  York  Star  says  : Mr.  Buchanan,  who 
las  been  with  sir  John  Hjrvey,  gives  it  as  his  opin- 
ion that  sir  John  wdl  make  no  hostile  movements 
unless  receiving  positive  orders  to  that  elfect  f om 
his  government. 

1 he  president,  we  learn, instructs  general  Scott 
to  insist  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  Maine  troops. 

Correspondence  of  the  Boston  Atlas. 

Bangor,  Saturday,  March  9,  1939. 

1 n e news  from  the  frontier  to-day  is  of  the  most 
exciting  character.  "1  lie  vidette  express  arrived 
about  one  o’clock  this  afternoon,  haying  left  Houl- 


ton at  eleven  o’clock  last  night,  with  despatches 
from  general  Hodsdon  lo  governor  Fairfield,  w hich 
were  immediately  lorwarded  by  express  to  Augusta. 
The  vidette  staled  verbally  t hat  sir  John  Harvey 
had  despatched  a body  of  engineers  to  take  posses- 
sion of  Mars  Hill,  lo  choose  a localion  for  fortifica- 
tions, and  spot  out  a road,  and  that  they  were  im- 
mediately lo  be  supported  by  eight  companies  of 
regular  troops,  two  of  which  had  already  arrived  at 
Fredericktou.  The  principal  elevation  o>  the  high- 
lands, called  Mars  Hill,  is  wilhin  the  state  of  Maine, 
being  west  of  the  boundary'  line;  but  those  high- 
lands extend  beyond  the  line  into  the  province  of 
of  New  Bninswck.  The  statement  is,  that  this 
lodgment  of  the  British  foices  is  to  be  made  west  of 
the  line,  ami  of  course  on  our  territory.  I cannot 
think  the  news  will  prove  to  be  true  to  this  extent. 
It  is  not  so  improbable,  however,  that  sir  John  will 
plant  himself  upon  or  near  tile  line  at  Mars  Hill,  as 
it  is  at  this  point  that  the  undisputed  course  of  the 
boundary  terminates,  the  tiue  direction,  according 
to  the  Ameiican  claim,  being  due  north  thence,  and 
the  British  contending  that  lrom  Mars  Hill  the  line 
should  diverge  in  a southerly  direction,  and  run  be- 
tween the  head  waters  of  the  St.  John  and  those  of 
Ihe  Penobscot  and  Kennebec. 

That  there  is  some  foundation  for  the  story  can- 
not be  doubted,  as  it  is  also  communicated  in  a let- 
ter from  the  secretary  ol  gen.  Hodsdon,  and  by  him 
stated  to  be  the  cause  oi  the'  express  to  the  gov- 
ernor. True  or  false,  this  intelligence  has  excited 
the  liveliest  interest,  and  much  agitation  in  our 
community — extras  from  the  Whig  and  Courier 
office  are  sought  with  the  greatest  avidity',  and  the 
demand  for  the  last  hour  has  exceeded  the  supply. 

1 have  seen  a letter  dated  yesterday,  from  one  of 
the  officers  at  Houlton,  brought  by  the  same  ex- 
press as  the  above  news,  but  probably  written  be- 
fore this  information  reached  there,  as  it  makes  no 
reference  to  it.  It  stati-s  that  four  companies  of 
general  Hodsdon’s  detachment  were  to  march  that 
day,  and  Ihe  remaining  five  companies  on  Monday 
next  al  8 o’clocu.  Their  destination  was  the  mouth 
of  the  Presque  Isle,  a stream  that  flows  into  the 
Aroostook  on  letter  G,  about  ten  miles  higher  up 
than  the  lowest  position  taken  up  by  Mr.  Jarvis. 
Several  companies  had  already  reached  there,  and 
huts  lor  Ihe  accommodation  of  the  troops  had  been 
erected  at  that  point,  beyond  which  they  will  not 
proceed  for  the  present.  The  forces  had  been  de- 
tained longer  at  Houlton  than  was  expfctei',in 
conspquence  of  the  difficulties  and  delay  necessa- 
rily attendant  upon  furnishing  provisions,  clothing 
and  other  munitions  of  war  for  men  so  unexpect- 
edly and  suddenly  called  into  active  service  and 
obliged  to  march  into  the  midst  of  a desert  forest  to 
take  u p their  position. 

The  writer  says  he  had  been  informed  by  a gen- 
tleman who  left  Frederickton  on  Wednesday,  that 
200  regular  troops  left  there  that  day,  which  had 
arrived  the  day  before  direct  from  Halifax.  500  re- 
gulars had  reached  Grand  Falls  from  Canada  some 
days  before. 

There  had  bpen  three  or  four  regimental  parades 
ot  onr  forces  at  Houlton,  and  their  appearance  was 
in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to  them,  and  hon- 
orable to  the  state.  TIip  slate  of  thei."  discipline 
and  their  soldier-like  deportment  excited  ihe  sur- 
prise of  all  who  saw  them,  especially  of  many  pro- 
vincials who  were  present.  He  particularly  desig- 
nates the  Dexter  riflp  company,  the  Bangor  rifle 
company,  the  Bangor  Independent  volmiieers,  and 
major  Smith’s  battalion  of  ar  illery  from  Bangor,  as 
deserving  of  all  praise,  and  thinks  they  would  not 
suffer  in  comparison  with  many  bodies  of  regular 
troops.  They  have  made  great  progress  in  drill 
and  discipline  since  they  lei t here.  They  owe  this 
improvement  to  being  constantly  under  arms,  and 
b«'ing  drilled,  and  firing  at  a target,  four  hours  each 
day,  in  pursuance  of  a general  order,  by  companies. 
To  excite  their  emulation  in  target  firing,  the  names 
of  those  who  made  the  best  shots  are  recorded  on 
the  detachment  orderly  book. 

Correspondence  of  the  Atlas. 

Augusta.  Sunday.,  March  10,  1839. 

The  detachments  of  troops  from  the  Oxford  and 
Cumberland  divisions  are  yet  here.  I learn  they  re- 
ceived marching  orders  yesterday  morning — but  be- 
fore any  of  them  had  left  the  orders  were  counter- 
manded It  is  now7  understood  thaf  governor  Fair- 
field  will  send  in  a message  to  the  legislature  to-mor- 
row, and  the  probability  is.  that  the  troops  now 
here,  will  remain  until  there  has  been  some  action 
in  the  legislature  on  the  subject  of  our  borber  trou- 
bles. 

Important,  if  true.  The  Boston  Courier's  corres- 
pondent, under  date  of  Houlton,  American  head 
quarters.  March  8th,  says: 

The  11th  regiment  from  Canada,  for  several  days 
have  been  at_Madawaska.  A respectable  gentleman 
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fro. n Woodsiork,  slates  that  a special  message  from 
gov.  Harvey  passed  up  through  that  town  night  be- 
fore las. , with  orders  for  the  troops  to  remove  from 
Mad.iwaska,  that  being  a part  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory. There  is  no  doubt  that  gov.  Harvey  is  sincere- 
ly desirous  of  peace,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  com- 
ply to  the  letter  with  the  arrangement  of  Mr.  Fox. 

We  have  nothing  new  from  the  militia  on  the  dis- 
puted territory — they  are  building  block  houses  in 
several  places,  out  of  the  timber  which  was  cut 
down  by  plunderers,  and  are  said  to  be  in  excellent 
spirits. 

Extract  from  Bangor,  Saturday  evening,  March  9 : 

Gentlemen  just  from  the  Aroostook  confirm  the 
former  reports  that  we  have  had,  that  the  British  are 
concentrating  a strong  force  upon  the  St.  John,  near 
the  Grand  Falls.  Any  attempt  by  Maine  to  exercise 
jurisdiction  north  of  St.  John,  would  undoubtedly  be 
resisted  by  the  British,  with  arms.  They  have  an  ar- 
senal filled  with  all  kinds  of  munitions  of  war,  on  the 
Tenuscunata  lake. 

The  greatest  panic  and  alarm  exists  in  New  Bruns- 
wick, both  from  fear  of  invasion  by  our  troops  and 
the  disastrous  consequences  that  must  follow  from 
the  disturbances.  Almost  the  entire  capital  of  the 
province  was  invested  in  these  plundering  opera- 
tions. 

The  civil  forces  under  Jarvis  are  disbanded,  only  a 
few  are  retained  to  complete  and  protect  the  boom 
across  I he  Aroostook. 

The  following  is  from  an  extra  of  (he  Bangor  Far- 
mer, dated  Saturday  evening,  7 o’clock. 

From  the  camp.  A gentleman  who  left  the  camp 
on  Tuesday,  reports  that  all  was  quiet  and  tire  men 
in  good  spirits — that  two  acres  were  cleared,  and  a 
substantial  fort  erected  which  would  withstand  any 
attack  of  the  enemy — that  Fitsherbert’s  house  has 
been  razed  to  the  ground,  as  it  was  in  their  way — 
that  they  anticipated  an  attack,  not  from  the  regulars 
but  from  a mob — that  he  did  not  hear  any  thing  about 
fortifying  Mars  Hills — the  enemy,  amounting  to  400 
or  500,  were  within  four  miles  of  the  camp — that  the 
day  before  he  left,  they  destroyed  four  or  five  camps, 
and  took  20  tons  hay,  100  bushels  oafs,  20  barrels  of 
pork,  and  their  utensils,  all  of  which  were  taken  into 
our  camp.  They  took  about  seventy  thousand  boards, 
which  were  very  convenient  in  constructing  their 
camps. 

From  the  Mechanic  and  Farmer,  extra — Saturday 
evening.  The  new  draft  in  this  division  to  make  up 
gen.  H.idsdon’s  complement,  will  assemble  at  Ban- 
gor on  Monday  or  Tuesday,  and  leave  soon  foi  Houl- 
tou,  under  command  of  lieut.  James  Dunning,  who 
arrived  here  yesterday. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  American  officer,  dated 
Moulton,  March  8. 

The  last  of  our  detachment  moves  on  Monday 
morning.  Four  companies  start  to-morrow  morning. 
We  have  now'  a prospect  of  business  enough.  We 
have  received  intelligence  that  the  British  engineer 
and  men  were  to  start  this  morning  to  spot  out  a 
road,  and  select  a site  for  a fortification  on  Mars 
Hills.  Two  companies  of  regulars  arrived  in  Wood- 
stock  this  afternoon.  Six  more  are  said  to  be  moving 
up  river.  God  grant  that  no  pacific  measures  may 
retard  us.  Oar  troops  are  in  the  best  possible  temper 
for  action,  and  with  a few  exceptions,  evince  unabated 
ardor.  The  express  wails. 

New  York  legislature — The  boundary  troubles.  On 
Thursday  the  71  h governor  Seward  transmitted  the 
following  message  to  the  New  York  legislature.  In 
the  house  it  was  referred  to  a select  committee  : 
Albany,  March  7,  1839. 

To  the  legislature : 

The  congress  of  the  United  States,  having  had 
under  consideration  immediately  previous  to  their 
adjournment  the  serious  ini-understanding  which 
has  arisen  between  the  state  of  Maine  and  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick,  passed  an  act  giving  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States  additional  powers 
for  the  public  defence  against  invasion  and  for  other 
purposes.  By  this  act,  the  president  is  authorized 
to  resist  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to 
enforce  by  arms  her  claims  to  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  that  part  of  the  state  of  Maine  which  is  in  dis- 
pute between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
and  for  that  purpose  to  employ  the  naval  and  mili- 
tary forces  of  the  United  States,  and  sbch  portion 
of  the  militia  as  lie  may  deem  it  advisable  to  call 
into  seivice,  and  to  increase  the  military  and  naval 
forces  of  the  Union  in  the  event  of  invasion,  or  im- 
minent danger  of  invasion.  Provision  is  also  made 
for  sending  a special  minister  to  Great  Britain,  to 
treat  with  the  government  of  that  country  upon  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  the  matters  in  difference 
between  the  two  nations. 

While  the  several  state  governments  should  care- 
fully abstain  from  any  act  that  might  in  any  degree 
interfere  with  the  constitutional  duties  of  the  fede- 


ral  government,  it  is  obvious  that  occasions  may 
arise  in  which  they  ought  to  make  known  to  that 
government,  to  foreign  nations,  ami  to  any  aggrieved 
sister  state,  that  we  are  an  united  people,  jealous  of 
our  sovereignty,  and  determined  to  resist  aggression 
upon  the  rights  or  territory  of  the  union.  The  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  congress  to  which  1 have  referred 
provisionally  contemplates  that  the  country  may, 
during  tile  recess  of  that  body,  be  compelled  to  as- 
sume an  attitude  of  defence  against  a foreign  power, 
and  seems  therefore  to  present  one  of  those  occa 
sions  which  call  for  such  an  expression  on  the  part 
of  the  several  states. 

The  measures  adopted  by  congress  seem  to  me 
to  have  been  wisely  designed  to  preserve  the  exist- 
ing inestimable  relationsof  peace  between  this  coun- 
try and  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  the  state  of  Maine,  and  to  maintain  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  nation.  It  can  scarcely 
be  believed  that  enlightened  and  Christian  nations, 
bound  to  each  other  in  peculiar  relations  of  feeling 
and  of  interest,  will  unnecessarily  sulfer  the  harmony 
existing  between  them  to  be  interrupted.  The  go- 
vernments of  both,  as  well  as  their  individual  citi- 
zens, are  under  the  strongest  obligations  to  cultivate 
every  disposition  to  amity,  and  to  repress  all  ten- 
dencies to  hostile  action.  At  the  same  time,  peace 
is  seldom  the  lot  of  any  nation  which  does  not,  on 
all  proper  occasions,  manifest  that  it  knows  its 
rights,  and  will  at  all  iiazards  maintain  them.  I re- 
spectfully call  your  attention  to  the  subject,  under 
the  expectation  that  an  expression  on  our  part  of 
concurrence  in  the  policy  of  the  general  government 
will  contribute  to  avert  the  calamities  of  war,  and 
secure  the  speedy  and  honorable  adjustment  of  the 
existing  differences  between  this  country  and  Great 
Biitain.  William  II.  Seward. 

Canada  affairs.  A letter  from  gen.  Skinner 
to  governor  Seward,  dated  Plattsburg,  Feb.  26th, 
states  that  the  building  occupied  by  the  United 
States  troops  at  Rouse’s  Point,  together  wit'll  the 
dwelling  house  of  Messrs.  Norton  and  Wtiite,  were 
consumed  by  fire  on  Sunday  night.  A considera- 
ble quantity  of  the  military  stores  were  also  de- 
stroyed. The  writer  says — 

There  appears  to  be  some  cause  for  believing  it 
may  have  been  the  work  of  one  or  more  of  a party 
of  volunteers  stationed  in  Odletown.  Several  of 
this  party  came  on  Sunday  to  Comer’s  store,  situa- 
ted directly  on  the  line,  partly  in  Canada  and  part- 
ly in  the  United  States,  and  raised  a British  flag, 
with  much  cheering,  &c.  Several  others  were  at 
Merchon’s  tavern,  some  mile  and  a half  this  side 
the  line,  and  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the 
barracks,  Sunday  afternoon  and  evening,  drinking 
and  carousing  until  a late  hour,  and  immediately  af- 
ter the  alarm  of  fire  was  given,  an  individual  re- 
sembling the  volunteers  in  dress  arid  appearance, 
particularly  the  large  cap  worn  by  them,  was  seen 
running  through  the  fields  to  the  north. 

Despatches  have  reached  sir  John  Colborne, 
brought  by  the  Great  Western,  confirming  his  sus- 
pension of  judges  Bedard,  Panet,  and  St.  Real,, 
and  declaring  their  issue  of  writs  of  habeas  corpus 
illegal. 

The  power  of  the  special  council  to  alter  the 
criminal  law  of  the  province,  is  asserted  by  the  law 
officers  of  the  crown,  the  special  council  being  held 
to  possess  the  same  authority  as  the  superseded  le- 
gislature. 

The  proceedings  of  sir  John  Colborne  in  consti- 
tuting the  court-martial,  and  of  that  court  in  trying 
the  prisioners,  are  sanctioned  and  approved. 

[Express. 

The  Montreal  Herald  of  the  21st  ult.  states  that 
one  hundred  and  eighty  persons  have  been  senten- 
ced to  death  by  two  courts  martial — 137  at  Fort 
Henry,  and  43  at  London — the  time  and  place  of 
execution  to  be  left  to  the  lieut.  governor,  and 
twenty-four  of  the  condemned  recommended  to  the 
“ merciful  consideration  of  tile  lieutenant  governor.” 
Three  persons  tried  before  the  court  at  Fort  Henry, 
and  one  at  London,  were  acquitted  of  the  offence 
of  which  the  rest  were  convicted — that  of  “ having 
been  unlawfully  and  -traitorously  in  arras  against 
our  lady  the  queen.” 

From  Upper  Canada.  We  learn  from  the  Kings- 
ton Chronicle  that  another  duel  has  been  fought  at 
Sandwich,  between  col.  Prince  and  Charles  Baby, 
esq.,  in  which  the  latter  was  shot  dead.  This  is  (lie 
second  duel  in  which  col.  Prince  has  been  recently 
engaged,  in  consequence  of  the  disapprobation  feit 
and  expressed  at  his  shooting  of  the  prisoners.  In 
the  other,  his  antagonist,  Mr.  Wood,  was  wounded 
in  the  face.  It  is  said  that  several  other  duels  are  in 
prospect,  col.  Prince  have  challenged  a number  ol 
persons,  and  on  account  of  the  same  matter. 

We  have  received  a copy  of  the  speech  of  sir 
George  Arthur,  at  the  opening  of  the  provincial  par- 


liament, on  the  27th  ultimo.  It  is  a public  docu- 
ment of  considerable  interest.  Nearly  tour  columns 
are  devoted  to  general  remarks  upon  the  late  rebel- 
lion and  invasions. 

Governor  Arthur  congratulates  the  legislature 
upon  the  present  tranquillity  of  the  province  and  se- 
curity of  the  frontier,  but  declares  his  belief  that  the 
dangers  are  far  from  being  entirely  at  an  end.  He 
maintains  that  the  motives  which  caused  those  dan- 
gers are  still  existing  with  unabated  force  ? and  that 
henceforth  the  province  must  chiefly  rely  upon  its 
own  ability  to  repel  and  punish  hostile  aggression. 
He  therefore  recommends  early  attention  to  such 
amendments  of  the  militia  laws  as  shall  place  that 
force  on  the  best  possible  looting. 

The  agitating  question  of  the  clergy  reserves  is 
earnestly  commended  to  the  early  action  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

An  intimation  is  thrown  out  that  the  prisoners 
now  under  sentence  of  death  will  be  transported  to  a 
penal  colony.  [IV.  F.  Com.  Adv. 

From  Mexico.  From  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin, 
Feb.  26.  The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Levant, 
Hiram  Paulding,  esq.  commander,  touched  at  the 
Balize  on  Sunday  last,  on  her  way  from  Vera  Cruz 
(whence  she  sailed  on  the  14th  instant)  to  Pensaco- 
la. She  brings  about  $ 40,000  specie. 

The  federal  party  appears  to  be  triumphing 
throughout  the  principal  states  of  the  Mexican  re 
public. 

Gen.  Arista,  who  was  made  prisoner  by  the 
French  at  the  time  an  attempt  was  made  to  force 
them  to  quit  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz,  has  been  lib- 
erated, and  was  expected  to  arrive  in  the  city  of 
Mexico  about  the  5lh  February.  Gen.  Santa  An- 
na left  Vera  Cruz  on  the  12th  inst.,  for  the  seat  of 
government,  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  president 
ad  interim,  while  Bustamente  at  the  head  of  a strong 
three,  marched  against  Tampico — and  as  our  ad- 
vices from  that  place  represent  gen.  Urrea  determi- 
ned to  cut  his  way  into  the  thickest  of  the  central 
party,  we  may  soon  expect  to  have  tidings  of  a 
bloody  and  probably  decisive  battle  being  fought 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Louis  Potosi. 

The  blockade  of  Vera  Cruz  was  still  vigorously 
enforced. 

We  likewise  have  an  arrival  from  Matamoras, 
but  no  news  of  interest.  An  American  sloop  of 
war  was  off  that  place  on  the  12th  inst. — supposed 
to  be  the  Warren. 

A gentleman  who  sailed  from  Tampico  on  the 
15th  February  states  that  the  intelligence  from  the 
frontier  was  favorable  to  the  arm3  and  progress  of 
the  federal  party.  The  port  of  Tampico  was  not 
blockaded  by  any  ships  of  war,  nor  was  there  any 
restriction  upon  comment  with  the  interior.  Hea- 
vy gales  of  wind  were  experienced  in  the  Gulf  be- 
tween the  1st  and  12th  of  February,  but  no  ship- 
wrecks were  reported, 

Florida.  An  officer  of  the  army  who  reached 
Savannah  on  the  5th  instant,  informs  the  editor  of 
tiie  Georgian  that  lieutenant  Mackall,  of  the  1st 
artillery,  was  shot  at  a few  days  before  by  Indians, 
while  on  Biscayen  beach,  and  received  two  balls 
through  the  body;  but  we  are  pleased  to  learn  thaf 
the  wounds  are  not  considered  mortal.  He  was 
in  company  with  captain  Trathen,  of  the  steamer 
Poinsett,  and  his  men  were  about  two  hundred 
yards  distant  at  the  time.  The  savages  fi.ed  from 
a thicket,  and  escaped. 

We  regret  to  state  also  that  major  Noel,  of  the 
5th  infantry,  shot  himself  accidentally  witli  his  own 
pistol  a few  days  sinee,  while  on  a scouting  party 
against  Indians,  a few  of  whom  were  takpn  priso- 
ners. Major  N.  had  his  pistol  cocked,  and.,  goin<r 
off  unexpectedly,  it  inflicted  on  him  a dangerous 
wound. 

Extract  from  a letter  dated  Tallahassee,  (Flori- 
da,) February  20. 

“ On  Monday  night  last,  the  house  of  captain 
White,  twelve  miles  from  this  city,  on  the  Magno- 
lia road,  was  attacked  by  Indians,  who  killed  one 
man  and  two  children,  and  wounded  a man  and  wo- 
man, and  burned  the  house.  The  same  night,  a 
house  near  Monticello  was  also  burned  by  them  ; and 
on  Thursday  of  tile  same  week,  another  on  the  St. 
Marks  road,  nine  miles  from  Tallahassee,  when 
they  murdered  a man  and  his  wife  and  their  chil- 
dren. The  inhabitants  of  St.  Marks  and  Tallahas- 
see turned  out  in  pursuit,  and  had  a fnrfit  with  a 
party  of  Indians,  when  one  of  Pie  Tallahassee 
Guards  and  one  Indian  were  killed,  and  seven  In- 
dians wounded.  Since  writing  the  above,  I have 
learned  that  the  Indians  have  seized  on  several  wa- 
gons on  the  St.  Augustine  road,  about  twelve 
miles  east  of  Tallahassee,  and  killed  the  drivers. 
Thirty  volunteers  have  just  started  in  pursuit  of 
them.  The  country  appears  full  of  Indians,  and 
we  know  not  when  we  are  safe  from  them.” 
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1 he  army.  We  I earn  from  Fort  Gibson,  that 
the  7iii  iiiiautry  were  lo  leave  that  post  on  the  7th 
instant,  to  proceed  to  Fort  Smith,  where  it  was  in- 
tended to  wait  lor  a rise  of  water  for  conveyance  to 
Florida.  Tlie4.li  infantry  arrived  at  Fort  Gibson 
on  the  6th,  and  were  to  lake  possession  of  the  works 
on  the  following  day.  The  latter  regiment  is  com- 
manded by  major  Bennet  Riley,  and  the  former  by 
lieu t . colonel  William  Whistler. 

Another  detachment  of  the  4th  infantry,  to  the 
number  of  about  100,  arrived  here  on  Friday  last, 
on  tlie  steamboat  BeeJ  on  their  way  To  Fort  Gibson. 
They  are  now  encamped  at  the  U.  S.  warehouse, 
above  town,  and  we  understand  proceed  to  their 
destination  on  toot  in  a lew  days. 

Major  Lear,  of  this  regiment,  arrived  on  the  same 
boat.  [ Little  Rock , Ark.,  Guzelie,  Feb.  20. 

Latest  from  Texas.  The  following  articles 
in  relation  to  Texas,  were  brought  by  the  last  south- 
ern mail : 


some  house,  when  his  minderous  assailant  overtook 
and  stabbed  him  to  the  heart  with  a bovvie  kuile. 
This  revolting  scene,  we  are  informed,  occurred  in 
the  presence  of  many  citizens,  who,  report  says, 
never  even  lifted  their  voices  in  defence  of  the  mur- 
dered man.  The  blood  of  a stranger  rests  upon 
them,  and  the  ciies  of  a w idow  and  three  poor  little 
orphans,  among  strangers,  who  suffered  a lather’s 
blood  to  be  spilt  for  so  (rival  a cause,  must  certainly 
pierce  their  very  heai  Is,  and  send  (he  vengeance  ol 
remorse  to  the  guilty  soul  of  such  a diabolical  mur- 
derer.” 

Longevity  in  Newport,  R.  I.  We  have  here- 
tofore spoken  of  the  lemurkable  longevity  at  New- 
tiurt  ami  the  beautiful  island  on  which  it  is  situated. 
The  subjoined  list  of  deaths,  from  February  1,  1838. 
to  February  1,  1S39,  is  copied  from  the  Newport 
Mercury,  and  from  a town  which,  (at  the  last  cen- 
sus,) numbered  but  about  8000  inhabitants,  we  think 
challenges  a parallel. 


From  the  New  Orleans  Courier.  March  6. 

The  intelligence  received  here  last  night  from 
Texas  is  unimportant,  one  item  excepted.  Presi- 
dent Lamar  intends,  it  is  said,  to  effect  an  alliance 
with  tire  federalists  who  are  in  arms  under  Urrea 
and  other  d iets. 

It  is  probable  the  fate  of  the  central  party  in 
Mexico  will  have  been  decided  before  the  Texian 
envoy  can  ar.ive.  Should  Urrea  be  defeated,  and 
have  in  fly,  it  is  possible  he  may  be  glad  to  recede 
the  assistance  ol  a Texian  army;  and  by  their  aid 
secure  the  independence  of  the  eastern  states  of 
Mexico.  We  doubt,  however,  whether  a good  un- 
derstanding could  be  long  maintained  between  al- 
lies so  opposed  in  character  and  disposition  as  are 
the  people  of  Texas  and  those  inhabiting  Mexico. 

From  the  Louisianian,  March  7. 

We  understand,  Irom  authority  which  we  deem 
entirely  worthy  of  credit,  that  the  government  of 
Texas  Inis  made  propositions  lo  join  the  forces  ol 
Uirea  and  Rlexia  in  their  efforts  to  overthrow  the 
consolidated-system  which  now  prevails.  It  is  ad- 
dtd  that  letters  hate  been  addressed  to  those  gen- 
erals. and  t iiat  should  satisfactory  answers  be  re- 
ceived, Texas  will  march  2,000  men  to  join  the  lib- 
erating army. 

The  source  from  which  we  derive  this  report  i3 
highly  respectable  ; but.  from  the  nature  ol  things, 
we  are  unable  to  guaranty  its  authenticity.  It 
might  be  good  policy  in  Texas  to  combine  against 
the  feeble  powe  rs  that  govern  that  republic,  on 
condition  of  enjoying  certain  advantages  and  privi- 
leges  in  case  of  success.  Texas,  in  this  way, 
might  at  least  secure  a treaty  of  peace  with  Mexi- 
co, and  an  acknowledgment  of  her  independence. 
A Trxian  army,  threatening  Bustamerite  on  one  of 
his  flunks,  would  form  a stiong  diversion  in  favor 
of  Urrea,  and  secure  t tie  triumph  of  the  latter. 
But  the  Texians  would  first  seriously  reflect  before 
they  trusted  ’he  flow  er  of  their  youth  in  the  heart  of 
Mexico,  in  the  midst  of  enemies  who  regard  them 
with  sued  savage  and  unrelenting  hatred  that  these 
new  allies  might  become  their  butchers. 

Fioin  the  New  Orleans  Commercial  Bulletin,  Mar.  7. 

Texas  and  Mexico.  A minor  has  leached  our 
city  ol  the  import  that  a negotiation  is  going  on  be- 
tween Ihe  president  of  Texas  and  general  Urrea, 
wbh  a view  ol  foiming  a coali'ion  between  the 
M-X  can  federalists  and  the  Texians.  The  plan -is, 
they  say,  to  march  2.0!  0 Texians  into  Mexico,  who 
will  jo, a Urrea’.-  army,  and  by  their  united  strength 
proce<  d to  overturn  the  present  administration,  and 
upon  its  ruins  establish  a government  and  institu- 
tions of  a liberal  republican  character.  Surcess, 
we  say,  to  t lie  enterprise.  The  only  hopeot  Mexi- 
co is  in  being  amalgamated  and  "identified  with 
Anglo-Americans. 


Names. 


Ages 


John  Williams,  7S 

Bathsheba  Newman,  82 

Joseph  Pratt,  91 

B njain in  Cornell,  87 

Surah  Wood,  7S 

Luuibo  Melville,*  70 

A bigal  Rodman,  65 

Green  Burroughs,  So 

William  Robinson,  84 

Violet  Easton,*  lit) 

Sarah  Pratt,  ' 89 

Rebecca  Pirinegar,  88 

Mary  Svvinbuni,  93 

Freelove  Rt  msen  92 

Dinah  Gesson,  86 


Names. 


Ages. 


Ezekiel  Luther,  78 

Mary  Boone,  81 

Vlary  Gould  74 

Rhoda  White,  86 

Elizabeth  Easton,  86 

Samuel  Slocum,  71 

Clark  Rodman,  89 

Thomas  Chapman,  70 

Esther  Miller,  94 

Phebe  Sisson,  77 

Wing  Spooner,  72 

Elizabeth  N Banister,  71 
Thomas  Cutter,  75 

Mary  Pratt,  78 

Solomon  Gladding,  78 


The  aggregate  of  the  ages  of  the  above  named 
persons  is  eighty  years  and  six  months  ! 

[New  Era. 


“ Manual  labor  banker.”  Dr.  Dyott,  who 
has  pre-eminently  won  the  cognomen  at  the  head 
of  t his  paragraph,  has-been  many  days  before  the 
insolvent  court  ol  Philadelphia,  on  a petition  to 
take  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt  laws. 

The  most  material  witness  has  been  Ids  cashier, 
Stephen  Simpson.  The  main  features  of  Mr.  Simp- 
son's testimony  have  been  these: 

1st.  The  whole  amount  of  the  specie  capital  of 
the  bank  was  less  than  $300  ! 

2d.  Po.-t  notes,  (that  is.  fictitious  issues,.)  were  at 
one  time  emitted  to  the  amount  of  $1 1-5,000 ! 

3d.  The  whole  issues  of  the  bank  w ere  between 
three  and  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  ! 

4th.  The  Dyolts  made  money  shinplasters  at  one 
time  so  fast  that  the  cashier  could  not  get  an  ac- 
count of  them. 

5th.  Houses  for  all  tin-  Dyolts  were  purchased 
w ith  post  nole-s  never  paid. 

6th.  The  store  and  contents  were  transferred  to 
the  doctor’s  son.  arid  others. 

7th.  The  merchandize  in  the  store  was  all  carted 
away  last  fall.  The  amount  was  estimated  at 
$250,000. 

8i  h When  the  cashier  was  in  the  habit  of  receiv- 
ing d.-posites  from  individuals,  or  savings,  he  paid 
them  over  to  “ the  doctor  ” He  had  “ the  doctor’s” 
receipts  for  $150,000  ! ofdeposites,  mostly  in  small 
sums  from  poor  depositors. 

According  lo  this  testimony,  not  even  $70,000  of 
the  issues  could  have  been  redeemed  ! And  “the 
doctor”  managed  his  own  business,  in  his  own  way, 
so  that  Mr.  Simpson  avers  he  could  not  tell  where 
the  property  is  ! ! 

The  case  is  still  pending.  We  shall  let  our  rea- 
ders further  into  it  some  other  day. 

[Philadelphia  Herald. 


A shocking  murder.  Tim  details  of  a murder 
that  fas  few  parallels  in  Ihe  annals  of  crime,  are 
thus  given  in  the  Morgan  (Alabama)  Observer: 
“We  are  informed  from  private  sources,  that  on 
last  Satin  day.  a poor  man  who  was  moving  west- 
ward with  his  wile  and  three  little  children,  and 
driving  a small  drove  of  sheep  and  perhaps  a cow 
or  two,  which  was  driven  by  his  fan  iiy,  on  anivincr 
in  Florence,  and  while  passing  through,  met  with  a 
citizen  ol  that  piace,  who  rode  in  o 1 1 is  flock  and 
caused  him  some  trouble  to  keep  it  togethei,  when 
the  mover  Informed  the  individual  that  he  must  not 
do  so  again,  oi  h*  Mould  throw  a rock  at  him,  upon 
which  some  words  ensued,  and  the  individual  again 
disluibcd  the, fleck,  when  the  mover,  as  near  as  we 
can  learn,  6' few  at  him  ; upon  this  the  troublesome 
man  got  cti  his  horse,  went  into  a grocery,  got  a 
gun,  and  came  out  and  deliberately  shot  the  poor 
■transfer  in  the  presence  ofhis  wife  and  littit-  children 
Jhe  wounded  man  then  made  an  effort  to  get  into  j 


From  the  East  Indies.  Advices  atNewYork 
from  Singapore  are  to  October  25.  The  massacre 
on  hoard  of  the  ship  Eclipse,  of  New  Bedford,  by  the 
Malays,  appears  to  have  been  in  great  measure 
owing  to  the  imprudence  of  caplain  Wilkins,  for 
the  Malays  were  as  usual  disarmed  by  the  mate, 
when  they  fiist  came  on  hoard,  but  ttieir  daggers 
were  subsequently  given  up  to  tjiem  by  captain 
Wilkins,  on  the  representation  ol  Ihe  head  man  ol 
their  party,  that  lie  was  an  old  friend  of  captain  Wii 
kins,  and  that  he  felt  hurt  by  the  want  of  confidence 
manifested  in  taking  aw  ay  their  weapons. 

The  Singapore  Fiee  Press  suggests,  that  the  Ma 
lays  came  on  board  without  intention  of  commit- 
ting the  outrage,  but  that  the  idea  occurred  to  then 
w hen  they  saw  how  easily  it  might  be  effected,  the 
captain  being  ill  and  weak,  (lie  chief  mate  and  fom 
of  the  crew  on  shore,  the  conk  confined  below  foi 

* Blacks,  died  at  the  asylum. 


misconduct,  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  busiij  engag- 
ed  in  weighing  pepper. 

The  Malays  can  ied  off  18,000  dollar s and  lour 
chests  of  opium,  a part  of  which  fell  imo  tue  hands 
of  Ihe  Rajah  ol  Soosoo,  who  had  been  required  logive 
it  up  by  one  of  the  chiefs  of  Mukkee,  but  refused. 

The  advices  from  Siam  are  to  the  19th  Septem- 
ber. The  king  was  busy  maying  preparations  for 
war  against  the  Malays  who  had  invaded  and  taken 
possession  ofhis  province  of  Qnedah. 

The  Anglo-Indian  government  was  reported  to 
be  cogitating  on  the  expediency  of  taking  partin 
the  quarrel,  and  speculating  as  to  the  greater  ad- 
vantages of  going  in  with  the  Siamese  or  the  Ma- 
lays. ' 

The  Dutch  have  made  war  against  several  tribes 
in  the  “ Malayan  Archipelago,”  conquering  some  of 
its  finest  countries,  much  to  the  injury,  says  the 
Free  Press,  ol  British  commerce. 

The  idea  of  captain  Elliott,  of  the  establishment 
of  a British  court  of  judicature  in  China,  to  exer- 
cise control  over  the  proceedings  of  the  British 
residents  with  earh  other,  and  with  the  Chinese,  is 
ridiculed  by  the  Canton  Free  Press. 

Particularities  of  Shakers.  A pamphlet 
has  recently  been  published  at  Albany,  in  opposi- 
tion to  an  application  of  the  shakers  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  New  York,  for  a special  grant  of  nower  in 
relation  to  their  property.  'This  pamphlet  discloses 
some  very  curious  particulars  in  relation  to  these 
singular  people.  It  seems  that  the  leaders,  by  re- 
taining in  their  hands  an  absolute  control  of  the 
property,  and  by  pretended  revelations  from  heaven, 
maintain  an  iron  despotism  over  their  respective 
communities,  extending  to  the  most  trivial  affairs. 
The  people  are  kept  in  the  grossest  ignorance,  are 
compelled  to  act  as  spies  on  each  other,  and  it  they 
go  away,  can  take  nothing  with  them.  Confessions 
aie  required,  at  short  intervals,  w hich  are  rendered 
more  effective  by  the  pretence  of  supernatural  in- 
formation which  the  system  of  espionage  enables 
the.  elders  to  keep  up.  We  give  below  their  ‘ or- 
ders,’ which  were  disclosed  at  the  legislative  in- 
vestigation. 

‘ Orders .’ — It  is  : 

‘ Contrary  to  order  lor  any  one  to  write  the  or- 
ders.’ 

‘Contrary  to  order  to  inquire  into  the  order  of 
other  families.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  to  inquire  into  any  bargains 
that  the  deacons  have  made.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  to  open  your  mind  out  of  the 
line  of  order.’ 

N.  B.  ‘To  open  your  mind’  is  to  express  your 
grievances,  or  confess-your  sins.  ‘ The  line  order’ 
is  tile  aiders  ofthe  family. 

‘ Contrary  tooider  to  expose  counsel  or  tell  what 
the  elders  say.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  to  go  to  church  with  sins  tin- 
confessed.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  to  receive  or  write  a letter 
without  the  elders’  perusal  of  it.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  to  take  a book  without  liber- 
ty.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  to  go  out  among  the  world  or 
among  families,  w ithout  permission  of  the  elders.’ 

‘ Contrary  tn  older  to  have  anv  money  privately.’ 
The  pieceding  ‘orders’  illustrate  the  nature  of 
the  organization  of  the  society:  the  following — Iri- 
volous  and  absurd  as  many  of  them  are — ilhisTfiate 
the  slavish  minuteness  of  the  supervision  and  con- 
trol to  w hich  the  members  are  subjected  : 

‘ Contrary  to  order  to  shake  hands  with  a world’s 
woman,  without  confessing  it.’ 

‘ Contrary  lo  order  to  shake  hands  with  the  world 
unless  they  first  tender  Ihe  hand.’ 

‘ Centraiy  to  older  to  play  with  dogs  or  c its.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  for  a brother  and  sister  to  ride 
together  in  a wagon,  without  company.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  for  a brother  and  sister  to  pass 
each  other  on  the  stairs.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  for  a person  to  go  out  of  the 
door  yard  after  evening  meeting.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  to  have  right  arid  left  shoes.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  to  pare  the  heels  of  shoes 
under.’ 

1 Contrary  to  order  to  read  newspapers  in  dwelling 
houses  at  any.time-,  unless  indulgence  for  that  pur- 
pose is  granted  by  the  elders.’ 

‘Contrary  to  order  to  fold  the  thumb  over  the 
right  in  prayer,  or  when  standing  up  in  worship.’ 

* Contrary  to  order  to  kneel  with  the  left  knee 
first.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  to  put  the  left  boot  or  shoe 
on  first.’ 

‘ Contrary  to  order  to  kneel  with  handkerchief  in 
hand.’ 

‘Contrary  to  order  to  put  the  left  foot  nn  the 
stairs  first  when  ascending.  [Troy  Whig; 
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Liability  of  ship  captains.  In  tile  common 
pleas,  yesterday,  judge  Ingraham  presiding,  captain 
F.  McL  an,  master  of  the  Biilish  bark  Colchester, 
was  in u cted  in  a verdict  for  $154  37,  at  the  suit 
of  James  Parish  ; and  another  for  $77  IS,  at  the  suit 
of  David  Do.bie.  The  suits  were  separate!)  brought 
by  the  plaintiffs,  for  recovery  of  the  above  sums 
paid  (interest  deducted ) by  them  to  cant.  McLean 
for  three  passages  to  England  in  the  Colchester — 
for  Dolbie,  Fartsli  and  his  sister.  It  appeared  from 
the  testimony  that  the  Colchester  was  advertised  to 
leave  this  port  lor  Liverpool  on  the  4th  of  October 
last,  on  which  day  these  plaintills  and  other  passen- 
gers went  on  board,  and  the  vessel  was  towed  round 
to  the  North  river.  Owing  lo  unsettled  business 
of  the  ship,  and  bad  weather,  the  ship  did  not  drop 
down  to  quarantine  till  the  9th,  and  during  that 
time  the  captain  was  laid  up  at  Washington  hotel 
with  sickness,  the  2d  mate  was  taken  fioin  the  ship 
by  warrant,  and  the  crew  mutinied,  but  were  paci- 
fied by  tiie  mate  by  means  of  ardent  spirits  and 
cabin  bread.  At  the  quarantine,  on  the  11th,  capt. 
McLean  came  on  board,  and  the  vessel  put  to  sea, 
but  lie  left  her  again  with  the  pilot,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  bis  leaving,  the  plaintiffs  in  tlu  se  suits 
lei t her  also  at  the  same  time,  being  afraid  to  ven- 
ture the  voyage  in  her,  unoffieered  as  she  was, 
and  with  a crew  not  to  be  relied  upon.  The  cap- 
tain refused  to  refund  their  passage  money  ; they 
brought  these  suits  against  him,  with  the  resulls 
above  stated. 

Besi  ies  these  parties  there  were  other  passengers 
who  went  out  in  the  Colchester,  one  ol  whom  was 
an  acquaintance  of  ours,  who  has  since  written  us 
an  account  of  the  passage.  The  first  matp,  (the 
only  officer  on  board,)  is  well  spoken  of  by  our  cor- 
respondent, but  the  voyage  is  described  by  the  w riter 
as  one  of  the  most  protracted,  hazardous  and  un- 
prosperous  in  every  respect,  that  we  hive  r ad  of, 
not  terminating  in  shipwreck,  actual  starvation  and 
death.  [iV.  Y.  Sun. 

Missouri— her  trade  with  Mexico.  The 
message  ol  Gov.  Lilburn  W.  Boggs,  of  Missouri,  is 
a very  able  document.  The  finances  of  the  state 
are  in  good  condition — the-  state  bank  not  so  well, 
and  requiring  amendments  to  its  charter.  A geolo- 
gical survey  of  the  state  is  urged;  the  entire  New 
York  school  system  seems  to  have  been  adopted  by 
his  excellency.  The  point,  however,  of  the  most 
moment,  is  a recommendation  to  petition  congress 
to  grant  at  once  to  land  traders  the  same  deben- 
tures on  exports  of  foreign  goods,  cottons,  8cc.  to 
Chihuahua,  a central  city  of  Mexico,  as  is  allowed 
to  shipping  meichants  from  Yew  York  for  Vera 
Cruz.  fee.  Tne  governor  says,  if  this  plain  principle 
of  justice  were  accorded,  Missouri  would  employ 
5(10  wagons  and  1000  m -n  annually  in  this  trade, 
made  doubly  valuable  by  the  city  above  mentioned 
doing  annually  a specie  business' of  three  millions. 
The  aforesaid  city,  too.  is  about  equal  distance  from 
Vera  Cruz  and  St.  Louis,  and  from  the  latter  there 
is  a capital  wagon  road  the  whole  route.  The  city 
has  15,004  inhabitants.  [ Boston  Morning  Post. 

RusstA — THE  GRAIN  trade.  Tile  Philadelphia 
Commercial  List  republishes  from  Bell’s  London 
Messenger  the  following  document  on  this  sub- 
ject : 

Odessa.  December 20.  The  governor  general  of 
Minor  Russia,  general  Frederoff,  and  also  the  com- 
mander-in chief  of  the  military  colonies,  count  De 
Witt,  have  received  an  imperial  rescript,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

ibe  emperor,  desirous  to  assist  foreign  nations 
who  are  in  want  of  corn,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
enable  R msian  merchants  to  satis  IV  without  loss  of 
time  the  orders  lor  corn  which  may  have  been,  or 
might  hereafter  be,  addressed  to  them,  has  order- 
ed— 

“That  tlirpe-fourths  of  (lie  corn  now  stored  in 
the  government  reserve  magazines,  and  those  of  the 
military  colonies,  may  be  lent  to  Russian  merchants, 
provided  they  could  show  that  they  had  received 
oidcrs  foi  corn  from  foreign  countries. 

“ That  tiie  loan  ol  this  corn  should  be  complete- 
ly gratuitous,  but  on  the  condition  that  the  bor- 
rowers should  restore  it  in  kind  in  the  space  of  six 
months.” 

French  arsenals.  France  has  eight  arsenals 
of  artillery , at  Douai,  Metz,  Strasbourg,  Anxonne, 
Grenobl“,  Toulouse,  Rennes,  and  Fere;  two  mili- 
tary depots  ol  saltpetre,  at  Chalons-snr-Mare  and 
Avignon;  three  canon  foundries,  at  Douai,  Stras- 
bourg and  Toulouse  (the  latter  belonging  to  a pri- 
vate individual — they  furnish  annually  from  450  to 
500  pieces  ot  cannon  of  different  calibre;)  six  iron 
foundries,  at  Mezieres,  Dietz,  B<*sancon.  Tou- 
louse, R ones,  and  Nevers ; five  manufactories  oi  l 
arms,  at  Chatellerault,  Klingenthal,  Mulzig,  St  I 


Etienne,  and  Tmle  ; eleven  powder  mills,  which  an- 
nually furnish  from  1.500,000  to  2,000.000  kilogram- 
mes of  powder,  at  Esquerdes,  ISt.  Ponce.  Metz. 
Vouges,  St.  Cliamaiis,  Toulouse,  Angotileme,  St. 
Medard,  Pont  de-Buis,  Le  Bouchet,  and  Le  Ili- 
pault ; seven  saltpetre  refilling  establishments,  at 
Lisle,  Nancy,  Toulouse,  DLnseilles,  Bordeaux, 
Paris,  and  Le  Ripault. 

Forgeries  in  France  on  English  banks. 
An  individual  named  Rdiuioml  d’Henard  appeared 
the  day  before  yesterday  before  the  court  of  assizes, 
on  the  charge  of  having  presented  various  forged 
bills  upon  London  and  Manchester,  in  the  year  Ia35. 
at  the  banking  houses  of  Messrs.  Ferre  rp  and  Charles 
Lartitle,  and  having  by  such  means  realized  the  sum 
of  220,0001'.  It  appears  that  the  confidence  of  the 
Paris  bankers  was  due  principally  to  the  circum- 
stance that  the  prisoner  had  been  an  acquaintance 
of  count  d’Orsay.  Since  the  period  when  the  ol- 
fence  had  been  committed,  d*Henard  had  been  tra- 
velling under  fictitious  names  in  different  towns  of 
England,  and  had  afterwards  proceeded  in  succes- 
sion to  Rotterdam,  Hamburg,  Switzerland,  Italy, 
&c.  He  was  finally  arrested  at  Florence  on  (he 
charge  of  forging  and  travelling  v\ith  a false  pass- 
port. and  his  'extradition  was  ultimately  obtained. 
In  his  defence,  lie  stated  that  he  uas  the  victim  of 
an  adventurer,  who  had  assumed  the  name  of  the 
English  banket  Drummond,  and  who  had  enclosed 
to  him  in  a letter  the  forged  bills  to  obtain  cash  for 
t lem.  He  added  that  he  had  met  tins  individual 
by  appointment  at  the  cafe  des  Panoramas,  ami 
placed  in  his  hands  210,000  francs,  which  lie  had 
obtained  for  the  bills.  He  was  found  guilty,  ami 
sentenced  to  twelve  years  hard  labor  at  the  hulks,  to 
stand  in  the  pillory,  and  to  a line  of  100  francs. 

[ Galignani . 

Summoning  tiie  queen.  Yesterday  as  the  new 
police  van  rode  into  yard  of  the  Queen-square  po- 
lice office,  Slovvell,  the  inlormer,  ordered  the  driver 
to  stop.  The  van  at  this  office  has  only  been  in 
operation  for  three  or  four  days,  and  the  police  con- 
stable who  drove  if  refused  to  draw  up.  The  in- 
former then  produced  from  under  his  arm  a large 
quarto  volume,  containing  statutes  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and  pointed  out.  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
constable,  the  act  of  William  IV.,  by  which  lie  was, 
in  Ihe  first  instance,  empowered  to  lay  information 
against  the  proprietor,  driver,  or  conductor,  of  any 
“ carriage,  van,  or  oilier  vehicle,”  upon  which  the 
name  and  address  of  tue  owner  did  not  appear  in 
legible  characters.  There  were  only  painted  upon 
this  vehicie  the  letters  V.  R.  ; and  Stowell,  after 
producing  the  act,  told  the  driver  that  unless  he 
immediately  told  him  his  name  he  should  give  him 
into  the  custody  of  one  of  his  brother  policemen. 
He  had  laid  information  against  the  present  king  of 
Hanover,  lord  Dlelbourne,  etc.,  in  which  he  had 
obtained  convictions;  and  he  did  not  see  why  the 
queen  should  be  spared.  The  driver  gave  his  name, 
and  the  informer,  after  detaining  the  van  for  about 
a quarter  of  an  hour,  applied  for  a summons,  which 
was  granted  by  Mr.  Gregorie,  the  sitting  u agis- 
trate.  [London -paper. 

American  cutlery.  It  is  highly  creditable  to 
the  mechanical  genius  of  this  country  that  it  is  able, 
alter  the  expenence  ot  only  a few  years,  to  furnish 
to  the  nations  of  Europe  articles  lor  the  supply'  of 
which  we  were  previously  dependent  on  them. 
The  following  instance,  mentioned  in  the  New 
York  Courier,  is  a plea-ing  case  in  point : 

If  any  person  had  suggested  twenty  years  ago 
that  at  this  time  we  would  be  sufficiently  adv  anced 
in  the  mechanic  arts  to  rival  in  workmanship  and 
elegance  the  most  difficult  branches  of  the  English 
manufactures  in  iron,  he  would  have  been  put  down 
as  a fool  or  a madman.  And  yet  such  is  the  fact. 
We  have  recently  had  exhibited  to  us  a pair  ol 
tailor’s  shears,  manufactured  by  Robert  Ward,  ol 
this  city,  for  a fashionable  tailor  in  London , which 
exceeds  in  finish  and  beauty  of  workmanship  any 
article  of  cutlery  that  we  have  ever  seen.  The 
iron  used  was  from  the  Elizabeth  works.  New 
Jersey,  and  the  patent  screw  of  brass,  hot  gill,  wa- 
manufactured  at  the  works  of  Rote  rt  Hoe  & Co.  oi 
this  city.  Mr.  Ward,  the  manufacturer  of  thi- 
beantiful  specimen  of  American  skill,  received  tin 
first  ptemimn  on  his  cutlery  at  the  fair  of  the  Ame- 
rican institute  last  autumn. 

The  iron  steamboat.  The  friends  of  inter 
rial  navigation  will  be  pleased  to  learn  the  siicce* 
of  the  first  experiments  made  by  (he  “Robert  F 
Stockton,”  a small  iron  steamboat  built  in  Eng 
land,  lor  towing  on  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  ca 
nal.  The  Liverpool  Albion  gives  the  following  ac 
count  of  her  performances  : 

“ We  are  gratiied  in  giving  the  result  of  some  ol 


her  first  experiments  on  the  Thames.  On  Saturday 
week  she  was  on  the  river  with  a party  of  ahuiit 
tliiity  gentlemen,  inviled  to  witness  her  perform- 
ance, all  of  whom  were  astonished  at  her  speed, 
nine  miles'  being  run  with  the  tide  in  thirty-five 
minutes.  Suppose  two  and  a half  miles  allowance 
for  the  lide,  there  would  he  left  full  tw  elve  mil  's  an 
hour  for  the  speed  oftheboat.  But  her  tiinmphant 
experiment  was  made  on  Wednesday  last,  when 
she  was  put  to  Ihe  task  she  was  designed  lor,  show- 
ing her  power  for  lowing.  Foui  loaded  coal- 
barges  were  iiiade  fast  to  the  Robi  rl  F.  Stockton, 
making,  in  all.  59  feet  I inch  beam  with  square  ends 
and  upright  sides,  besides  the  steampr.  All  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  attempting,  with  so  small  a boat,  to  low 
such  an  immense,  ugly  mass,  and  the  coal  heavers 
swore  they  would  “ eat  her  if  she  moved  them  at 
all.”  In  less  than  one  minute  from  the  starting  of 
the  engine,  it  was  at  thp  speed  ol  49  revolutions  in 
a minute,  and  actually  towed  the  whole  one  mea- 
sured mile  in  eleven  minutes,  the  water  bein“-  per- 
fectly still.” 

An  iron  steamboat,  145  feet  long  and  25  feet 
wide,  was  launched  at  Dumbarton  on  the  22d  of  Jan- 
uary. She  is  intended  for  South  America,  and  is 
fitted  up  for  passengers  only,  of  whom  she  can  car- 
ry 101)0  When  launched  she  drew  only  13  inches 
water,  and  w ith  her  machine))'  and  cargo  is  to  draw 
hut  three  feet. 

Steam  vessels  of  war.  A correspondent  in 
England  has  favored,  us  with  the  annexed  slate  me  nt 
ol  the  steam  force  of  England,  FtnriCP,  and  Russia, 


copied  from  sir  John  Borrow  ’»  life  o: 

lord  Anson  : 

Steam  govern-  I n com- 

Ordi- Build- 

Total. 

ment  ships.  mission. 

nary. 

ing. 

England,  - - 5 

2 

5 

12 

On  loreign  sta- 

tions, - - 13 

_ 

-_ 

13 

Post  office  packets  23 

- 

- 

28 

Total 

__ 
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Of  which  twelve  are  ships  of  war. 

France,  - - 22 

6 

!) 
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Russia,  - - 8 

- 

- 

8 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  2S f h day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1339,  the  United  States  of  America,  to  op- 
pose t’l e above  93  steamships,  have  (Jg-one  whole 
steamboat, <4)j}  all  of  which  is  in  commission.  Some 
weeks  ago  a committee  of  congress  was  instructed 
lo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  constructing  a few 
more,  but  we  have  seen  no  mention  of  their  re[  ort. 
Perhaps  they  find  it  difficult  fo  determine  whether 
any  more  are  wanted.  In  case  of  a war  with,  either 
ol  the  above  mentioned  powers,  the  understanding 
of  the  gentlemen  will  be  enlightened. 

[Journal  of  Commerce. 

Atlantic  steam  navigation.  An  interestin'* 
letter  on  this  subject,  from  an  American  citizen  in 
London,  is  contained  in  a late  number  of  the  New 
York  Courier.  The  writer  furnishes  the  following 
list  of  sleam  vessels  now  employed  in  navigating 
the  Atlantic,  and  also  those  which  are  being  built 
for  that  purpose  : 

Great  Western — 1350  tons,  450  horse  power, 
built  in  Bristol. 

British  Queen — 1800  tons,  500  horse  power,  built 
in  London. 

Liverpool — 1050  tons,  464  horse  power,  built  in 
Liverpool. 

President  (Am’n.)  2400  tons,  600  horse  power — 
London. 

United  States — 1250  tons,  420  horse  power — 
Liverpool. 

United  Kingdom — 1250  tons,  420  horse  power — 
Liverpool. 

Atalanta — 1250  tons,  350  horse  power,  (iron) — 
Liverpool. 

New’  York — to  be  built  in  Bristol  of  iron. 

He  I hen  proceeds  in  the  fallowing  interesting 
train  of  remark : 

Thus  in  the  course  of  two  years  there  will  be 
employed  between  England  and  the  United  States 
no  less  than  eight  British  sleam  ships  ; and  allow- 
ing each  to  perform  eight  voyages  pi  r annum,  we 
shall  have  a steam  conveyance  at  intervals  of  ..very 
six  (lavs  ; thus  we  shall  be  i ml  bteil  lo  British  en- 
'erprise  and  British  ships  for  the  means  of  commu- 
ucating  between  these  two  great  countries.  Suiely 
he  Americans  are  not  to  be  satisfied  with  this  state 
if  things?  Hitherto  they  have  displayed  an  enter- 
irise  unparalleled — an  ardor  in  the  pursuit  of  cora- 
nerce  unequalled— and  will  they  see  this  great 
iraiich  of  their  trade  wrested  from  them  without 
m effort?  If  there  are  not  Ihe  means  at  present  in 
t ; ie  United  States  for  making  engines  equal  to  tile 
nterprisp,  they  can  obtain  them  m England,  and 
n a very  short  time  it  will  be  found  that  t lie  Ame- 
ican  engines  will  be  at  least  equal  to  any  in  the 
world.  Our  machinery  ha3  hitherto  been  adapted 
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to  the  peculiarities  of  our  country,  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  our  immense  rivers,  lakes,  and  bays  : we 
have  had  no  occasion  for  such  strength  as  transat- 
lantic steam  requires;  but  when  the  spur  is  once 
given,  and  we  are  brought  into  fair  competition,  we 
shall  not  be  left  behind  in  either  ships  or  engines. 

I do  not  say  this  to  disparage  what  has  been  done 
in  England;  on  the  contrary,  l glory  in  her  enter- 
prise. It  is  emulation  in  this  vast  field  which  1 am 
looking  to.  When  I saw  the  reception  which  New 
York  gave  to  the  British  steamers,  I felt  proud  that 
my  countrymen  were  so  ready  to  yield  to  them  the 
palm  of  victory,  and  bestow  on  their  commanders 
the  wreaths  of  laurel;  it  was  the  emblem  of  that 
generous  spirit  which  I hope  will  ever  characterise 
Americans. 

If  the  British  public  are  thus  alive  to  the  impor- 
tance of  steam  navigation,  the  British  government 
are  not  less  so  ; they  have  first  class  steam  vessels 
building  in  every  direction,  and  contracts  with  all 
the  principal  engine  makers  in  the  kingdom.  The 
West  India  and  Brazil  mails  are  to  be  carried  by 
steam,  and  every  effort  is  making  to  reduce  the 
period  of  communication  with  alt  the  commercial 
world.  If  such  are  the  efforts  using  in  this  country, 
is  North  America  to  be  a silent  spectator?  Have 
we  no  interest  in  this  great  matter?  Are  we  doing 
any  thing  to  protect  ourselves  against  a fleet  of 
steamers  which  may  now'  enter  all  ports  and  har- 
bors in  spite  of  us  ? Is  our  navy  to  be  neglected, 
and  our  fleet  of  ships  to  be  placed  at  the  mercy  of 
half  a dozen  steamers?  Have  we  one  efficient 
steam  going  ship  in  the  United  States?  Have  we 
officers  wdio  have  ever  made  the  science  of  steam 
their  study  ? What  would  become  of  us  if  we  were 
brought  into  collision  with  either  France  or  Eng- 
land? What  would  be  the  fate  of  our  boasted  Penn- 
sylvania, with  a steam  frigate  to  windward  of  her, 
armed  with  a couple  of  98  pounders?  Let  our  gov- 
ernment think  of  these  things,  and  ask  where  is 
their  security  ? Iain  far  from  wishing  to  conjure 
up  dreams  of  war;  God  forbid  that  such  a calamity 
should  ever  befal  our  country — but  the  w'ay  to  pre- 
serve peace  is  to  be  prepared  for  war. 

The  rapid  progress  of  the  United  States  in  com- 
merce has  been  mainly  effected  by  individual  and 
private  enterprise.  To  what  is  to  be  attributed  the 
success  of  our  beautiful  packets,  which  torso  long  a 
period  have  been  the  pride  of  the  ocean  ? To  what 
but  superior  management ; a system  of  well  under- 
stood economy  ; valuing  time  by  the  minute,  and 
placing  them  in  charge  of  commanders  intelligent, 
industrious  and  enterprising?  Such  are  the  men  to 
take  charge  of  steamers.  Will  it  be  said  that  they 
are  not  acquainted  with  the  management  of  steam- 
ers? Try  them  and  see,  and  in  a very  short  time 
you  will  find  that  they  will  command  their  ships 
and  engines  also. 

“ Saxon  hosiery.”  Extract  from  a laic  London 
paper.  Important  tacts  were  stated  by  Mr.  Raw- 
son,  a Nottingham  hosier,  at  a late  meeting  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce  at  Manchester;  he  said  that 
from  1813  to  1814  his  house  supplied  Saxony  with 
hosiery,  when  they  were  totally  driven  out  by  Sax- 
on hosiery:  that  from  1824  to  1834  they  maintained 
a competition  with  the  Saxons  in  America,  when 
they  finally  retired  from  the  struggle;  that  from 
1834  to  this  time  they  had  been  importing  an  an- 
nually increasing  quantity  of  Saxon  hosiery  for 
the  supply  of  their  English  customers;  and  the  fol- 
lowing morning  he  was  about  to  give  a large  order 
to  a commercial  traveller  from  Saxony,  on  which 
goods  he  should  pay  5 per  cent,  expenses,  and  20 
per  cent,  duty,  and  have  a handsome  profit  remain- 
ing, for  he  bought  at  two  shillings  and  sixpence 
what  he  could  not  procure  at  Nottingham  for  less 
than  five  shillings.  He  did  not  think  that  even  the 
repeal  of  the  corn  laws  would  enable  them,  to  main- 
tain a competition,  but  tor  any  others  to  think  that 
any  tiling  short  of  a total  repeal  would  do  them  any 
good  was  merely  delusion.” 

Remarkable  invention.  A journeyman  clock- 
maker  in  the  neighborhood  of  Havre,  is  taking  mea- 
sures to  procure  a patent  for  a discovery  Which,  if 
it  really  leads  to  the  results  announced  by  the  inven- 
tor, must  bring  about  a sudden  and  complete  revo- 
lution in  horology.  The  invention  of  our  fellow 
citizen  consists  in  this:  we  cannot  of  couse  speak 
of  the  process — this  is  the  property  of  the  inventor. 
M***  lias  changed  entirely  the  mechanism  of 
watches,  pendulums  and  clocks;  he  has  so  sim- 
plified them  that  the  present  price  of  these  machines 
must  submit  to  a reduction  of  50  per  cent,  on  the 
present  price,  and  will  then  furnish  a great  profit  to 
the  manufacturer.  The  simplifying  process  and 
the  consequent  reduction  of  price,  is  not  the  only 
advantage  of  this  discovery.  Another,  still  more 
valuable,  is  the  method  of  making  a lady’s  watch 
go,  without  being  wound  up  during  a whole  year,  a 


gentleman’s  watch  during  three  years,  a pendulum 
of  middling  size  twenty  years,  and  a public  clock 
for  a space  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  years,  and 
following  an  inverse  progression.  M***  manufac- 
tures watches  of  so  small  size  that  they  can  be  fixed 
as  the  seal  of  a ring,  and  will  require  to  be  wound 
up  but  once  in  fifteen  days.  A watch  of  this  spe- 
cies will  cost  but  50  francs.  One  worn  by  the  em- 
press Maria  Louisa  on  the  fore  finger  of  her  left 
hand  was  a jewel,  the  preparation  of  which  did  not 
cost  less  than  256,000  irancs.  The  watches  made 
by  M***  can  only  be  wound  up  by  himself,  or  those 
acquainted  with  the  secret  of  his  patent.  They  are 
enclosed  in  a case  hermetically  sealed,  and  have  no 
more  thickness  than  a common  watch.  The  fear 
of  exposing  himself  to  indiscreet  solicitation  com- 
pels him  to  maintain  great  secrecy  as  to  his  pro- 
cess. We  must  add,  that  according  to  the  process 
of  this  inventor,  the  striking  of  bells  cannot  be  con- 
nected with  the  clock  work  which  he  manufac- 
tures. [ Frenchpaper 

Improvements  in  foreign  manufactures. 
An  example  set  by  the  chamber  of  commerce  at 
Manchester,  of  which  there  was  a numerous  meet- 
ing on  Thursday  last,  called  “ to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  propriety  of  petitioning  parliament  for 
the  repeal  of  the  existing  com  laws,”  will,  we 
trust,  be  generally  followed  throughout  the  coun- 
try. The  meeting  was  divided  in  opinion  between 
importalion,  subject  to  the  same  protection  in  fa- 
vor of  farmers  which  was  afforded  to  other  branches 
of  industry,  and  an  absolutely  free  trade,  and  the 
discussion  was  adjourned.  Some  striking  facts 
were  communicated  on  this  occasion.  It  appears 
that  our  exporls  fire  last  changing  their  character, 
and  that  so  successful  have  we  been  in  our  encour- 
agement of  foreign  manufactures,  that  there  is  every 
prospect  of  their  being  in  a short  time  on  a level 
with*oiir  own.  The  corn  laws  will,  ere  long,  be- 
come a dead  letter,  by  the  inability  of  our  manu- 
facturing population  to  pay  high  prices.  English- 
men are  at  the  head  of  large  establishments  in  every 
part  of  the  continent.  Our  exports  to  northern 
Europe,  by  far  the  most  populous,  civilized,  and 
wealthy  portion  of  the  globe,  were  less  by  £7,460,- 
000  in  the  five  years  since  1832,  than  during  the 
first  five  years  after  the  war.  In  the  cotton,  linen, 
and  woollen  trades  we  are  fast  becoming  merely 
spinners;  and  the  export  of  cotton  yarn  was  mere- 
ly, he  said,  on  sufferance,  as  the  spinning  was  in- 
creasing so  rapidly  both  in  Europe  and  America. 
There  is  a great  increase  in  the  exportation  of  bar 
and  pig  iron  and  castings,  and  coal;  but  little  in- 
crease in  Birmingham,  Sheffield, and  Wolverhamp- 
ton goods.  It  appears,  too,  that  so  rapid  has  been 
the  progress  in  Germany  of  late,  in  many  branches 
of  manufacture,  that  we  purchase  from  that  country 
many  articles,  as  scythes,  bolts,  coffee  mills,  etc., 
which  we  formerly  exported  to  it.  We  have  not 
space  at  present  for  a more  satisfactory  account  of 
the  proceedings  at  this  most  important  meeting; 
but  we  will  return  to  the  subject  in  a day  or  two, 
when  we  may  expect  to  have  also  the  report  of  the 
adjourned  meeting  before  us.  The  subject  is  of 
paramount  importance.  There  will  soon,  we  fore- 
see, be  a formidable  warfare  between  the  squirear- 
chy and  the  manufacturers.  The  sins  of  past  years 
will,  if  we  mistake  not,  be  severely  visited  on  the 
present  time.  [ London  Chronicle. 

First  discovery  of  America.  The  Boston 
Mercantile  Journal  gives  a summary  of  Mr.  Smith’s 
lecture  on  the  claims  of  the  Northmen.  The  follow- 
ing extract  will  be  read  with  interest,  as  it  intimates 
the  evidence  on  the  subject : 

Mr.  S.  commenced  by  alluding  to  the  prejudices 
which  all  men  naturally  feel,  in  favor  of  the  truth  of 
that  which  they  have  been  taught  as  true  from  their 
earliest  infancy.  This  is  applicable  to  the  case  ot 
Columbus’s  alleged  discovery  of  America  in  1492. 
The  truth  of  this,  as  the  first  discovery  of  America, 
has  been  so  long  and  generally  received,  that  it  re- 
quires strong  evidence  to  show  that  the  credit  of 
first  discoverer  does  not  belong  to  him.  Mr.  S.  pro- 
ceeded to  state,  however,  that,  although  it  may  have 
been  generally  unknown  that  this  country  had  been 
visited  by  Europeans  before  the  time  of  Columbus, 
the  fact  had  not  been  unknown  to  those  who  Lad  paid 
closer  attention  to  the  subject.  He  mentioned  three 
separate  works  (and  stated  that  many  others  exist) 
which  have  been  published  upwards  ot  a century,  in 
Europe,  in  which  the  facts  have  been  mentioned. 
One  of  these  was  even  printed  at  the  university  of 
Oxford,  1716,  so  that  the  account  of  these  early  dis- 
coveries is  no  new  tangled  theory,  as  has  been  re- 
presented by  some.  The  words  of  Adam  of  Bre- 
men, who  lived  and  wrote  in  the  11th  century,  and 
whose  work  (published  in  1629)  is  well  known, 
were  quoted  by  Mr.  S.,  in  which  this  country,  its 
situation  and  produce,  are  distinctly  mentioned,  and 


the  Danes  or  Northmen  referred  to  as  authorities 
Mr.  S.  then  alluded  to  the  documents  on  ti.is  subject 
which  have  recently  been  published  by  the  Royal 
society  of  Northern  Antiquarians  at  Copenhagen. 
He  showed  the  isnorance  of  the  actual  contents  of 
these  documents  existing  even  among  those  w ho  pro- 
fess to  have  examined  them,  stating  the  facl  of  an 
individual  of  considerable  eminence  in  the  literary 
world, .having  asserted  that  the  Northmen  were  acci- 
dentally driven  to  these  coasts  at  some  time  between 
the  years  1000  and  1021,  whereas  they  cleat  ly  show 
that  these  coasts  were  first  visited  in  the  year  9S6, 
and  continued  to  be  visited,  not  accidentally,  but  for 
file  express  purposes  of  exploration  and  commerce, 
from  that  date  during  a period  of  neatly  400  years — 
that  dwellings  were  erected  here — stays  of  some 
years  at  different  times  made  here — and  in  all  proba- 
bility, more  permanent  colonies  established,  while 
the  birth  of  one  individual  (in  the  present  state  of 
Rhode  Island)  is  particularized,  whose  descendants 
are  at  this  day  in  existence,  among  whom  the  well 
known  sculptor,  Thorwaldson,  is  one.  Mr.  S.  al- 
luded to  the  character  of  the  documents  which  estab- 
lish the  fact  of  these  early  discoveries.  They  are  of 
two  kinds — first,  manuscripts  of  an  age  not  long  sub- 
sequent to  the  first  alleged  visits  of  the  Northmen, 
and  of  whose  authenticity  there  can  be  no  doubt ; 
many  of  these  are  antecedent  in  date  to  the  later re- 
coided  visits  of  the  Northmen.  Second,  monuments 
remaining  in  the  countries  thus  visited,  ami  w hich 
were  the  handiwork  of  the  Northmen  themselves. 

Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  give  an  outline  of  tl.e  narra- 
tives contained  in  these  ancient  manuscripts,  which, 
as  those  narratives  (being  piibli.-hed  only  in  the  ori- 
ginal Norse  dialect,  with  Danish  anil  Latin  transla- 
tions) must  be  inaccessible  to  the  great  majority  of 
those  interested  in  the  subject,  was  peculiarly  inter- 
esting. It  would  be  impossible  to  give  even  an  ab- 
stract of  these  details.  It  must  suffice  to  say  that  this 
country  was  first  seen  by  Biarne  Heriulfson,  in  986, 
and  that  it  was  subsequently  visited  for  the  express 
purpose  of  exploration,  by  Leif  anti  Thorwald,  the 
sons  of  Eric  the  Red,  who  had  a few  years  previous 
discovered  and  settled  in  Greenland.  In  1007,  Thor- 
finn  Karlsefne  left  Greenland  with  160  companions, 
nine  of  whom,  how'ever,  soon  returned  with  the 
express  design  of  forming  a settlement  in  this  coun- 
try, bringing  with  them  all  kinds  of  live  stock  for  tne 
purpose.  Though  we  are  informed  of  the  return  to 
Iceland  of  Thorfinn  and  some  of  his  companions, 
(not,  however,  until  after  a residence  here  ol  upwards 
of  three  years,)  yet  no  account  is  given  of  the  return 
of  the  remainder;  and  it  is  probable  that  they  formed 
a prominent  settlement  here,  since  an  account  is 
given,  in  other  documents,  of  the  visit  to  this  coun- 
try, called  by  the  Northmen,  Vinland,  of  B.shop 
Eric,  in  1121,  which  could  hardly  have  been  made 
with  any  other  purpose  than  that  of  performing 
Episcopal  offices  here. 

Vinland,  to  which  all  these  accounts  refer,  was  the 
present  New  England.  The  southern  part  of  this 
country  was  likewise  visited  by  other  northern  tra- 
ders, and  it  appears  that  a constant  intercourse  was 
kept  up  between  that  part  and  Ireland,  for  a long 
period.  It  was  called  Huitramannaland,  (White 
Man’s  land,)  or  Great  Ireland,  because  the  inhabi- 
tants are  whites,  and  supposed  by  the  Northmen  to 
be  of  Irish  origin. 

Birds  of  America.  The  fourth  or  last  volume 
of  Mr.  Audubon,  with  additional  plates,  and  the 
fourth  volume  of  “ Ornithological  Biography,  illus- 
trated by  thirty-six  engravings  on  wood,”  have 
been  sentfor  the  library  of  our  general  court,  for  the 
Salem  Athenteum,  for  our  university,  and  for  the 
Society  of  Natural  History.  Mr.  A.  states,  “ I had 
been  obliged  to  introduce  a number  of  species  of 
birds  into  one  and  the  same  plate,  but  in  a manner 
as  seemed  best  to  accord  with  the  affinities  of  the 
species.  In  August,  1638,  the  well  known  zoolo- 
gist, Thomas  Nuttall,  had  arrived  in  Philadelphia 
from  a journey  over  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the 
Pacific  ocean,  accompanied  by  J.  K.  Townsend, 
M.  D.  Nuttall,  in  his  zeal  for  the  furtherance  of 
science,  and  til  the  generosity  of  his  noble  nature, 
gave  to  me,  of  his  ornithological  treasures,  all  that 
was  new,  and  inscribed  in  my  journal  all  the  obser- 
vations which  he  had  made  relative  to  the  rare  spe- 
cies which  were  unknown  to  me.  All  this  infor- 
mation I have  published.  I had  access  to  the  col- 
lection sent  by  Dr.  Tow  nsend,  who  was  yet  on  the 
shores  of  the  Columbia.  I have  now  published 
such  of  the  species  as  proved  to  be  new.  He  re- 
turned, next  year,  alter  four  years  absence,  with  a 
second  collection,  containing  several  rare  and  new 
birds,  which  I received  only  a few  weeks  bmore 
my  plates  were  finished.  He  was  extremely  de- 
sirous that  every  thing  new  or  rare  belonging  to 
our  Fauna,  should  be  ghen  to  me.  What  was 
I to  do?  Publish  them,  to  be  sure,  to  the  best 
of  my  power.  Could  the  * Birds  ot  America  be 
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finished  when  new  species  were  nndescribed  in  my 
hands?  Ail  tiial  was  in  my  power  lias  been  ac- 
complished. All  Dr.  Townsend’s  species,  and 
some  received  through  other  channels,  have  been 
published.  To  him  I am  indebted  lor  the  valuable 
notes  which  he  has  forwarded  to  me. 

[ Medical  Journal. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT, 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate. 

From  the  Globe  of  Feb.  loth. 

Samuel  J.  Gholson,  of  Mississippi,  lo  be  judge  ol 
the  United  States  lor  the  district  ol  Mississippi,  in 
the  place  of  George  Adams,  resigned. 

OFFICE  P.5  OF  THE  CUSTOMS 
John  Clarke,  surveyor  and  inspector,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  from  Till  January,  1S39,  when  his  late  commis- 
sion expired. 

John  Rodman,  collector,  St.  Augustine,  Florida, 
from  3'1  March,  1839,  when  his  present  commission 
will  expire. 

Normand  Lyman,  surveyor  and  inspector,  Hartford, 
Conn.,  vice  Win.  Conner,  whose  commission  will 
expire  on  the  22d  of  the  present  month. 

LAND  OFFICERS. 

Receivers  of  public  money. 

James  L.  Jolley,  Augusta,  Mississippi,  vice  Grif- 
fin H.  Holliman,  whose  commission  expired  on  the 
6th  of  the  present  month. 

Douglas  W.  Sloane,  Jeffersonville,  Indiana,  from 
the  2 1st  of  the  present  mouth,  when  the  commission 
of  James  G Read  will  expire. 

Samuel  McRoberts,  Danville,  Illinois,  from  2d  ol 
March  next,  when  his  present  commission  will  ex- 
pire. 

Thomas  C.  Sheldon,  Kalamazoo  Michigan,  from 
3d  ol  March  next,  when  his  present  commission  will 
expire. 

Augustus  C.  French,  Palestine,  Illinois,  from  the 
13th  of  the  present  month,  vice  John  D.  Whiteside, 
declined  the  appointment. 

Registers. 

Abraham  Edwards,  Kaiamazoo,  Michigan,  from 
3d  of  March  next,  when  his  present  commission  will 
expire. 

S.  G.  Sneed,  Johnson  C.  H.,  Arkansas,  from  the 
2d  of  the  present  month,  vice  R.  C.  S.  Brown,  re- 
signed. 

Pierre  Auguste  St.  Marlin,  New  Orleans,  Louis- 
iana, from  the  13th  of  the  present  mouth,  vice  B.  Z. 
Cunonge,  deceased. 

From  the  Globe  of  Feb.  23d. 

Richard  K.  Call,  to  be  governor  of  the  territory  of 
Florida,  from  the  16th  day  of  March  next;  (leap- 
pointed  ) 

Nathaniel.  S.  Benlon,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
Sta  es  for  t he  northern  district  of  New  York,  from 
the  3d  of  March  next;  (reappointed.) 

Samuel  Hackleton,  register  of  (lie  land  office  at 
Galena,  Illinois. 

James  Finley,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Woos- 
ter, Onio,  from  the  2d  of  March  next,  when  his  pre 
sent  commission  will  expire. 

From  the  Globe  of  Feb.  26th. 

DEPUTY  POSTMASTERS. 

William  Gilmore,  at  Cnambersburg,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Robert  Lamberlon,  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania. 
Joseph  Weaver,  at  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania. 

James  H.  Cowden,  at  Madison,  Indiana. 

Ephraim  H.  Gatewood,  at  Shawneetown,  Illinois. 
Malunn  A.  Fisher,  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 
Nathan  Lester,  at  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

From  the  Globe  of  Feb  28 th. 

Joel  Abbot,  to  be  a commander  in  the  navy,  from 
the  8th  ol  December,  1838. 

Charles  W.  Pickering.  Overton  Carr,  Win.  Bain- 
bridge  Ludlow,  Luther  Stoddard,  Win.  M.  Walker, 
and  George  R.  Gray,  to  be  lieutenants  in  the  navy 
from  the  8th  of  December.  1S3S. 

John  S.  Develin  and  Algernon  S.  Taylor,  to  be  2d 
lieutenants  in  the  marine  corp--,  lrom  the  21st  Feb- 
ruary, 1839. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  41  h inst. 

Jeremiah  Clemens,  to  be  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  northern  district  of  Alabama,  in  the 
place  of  E.  R.  Wallace,  resigned. 

Marlin  Pan  Buren,  jr.,  to  be  “secretary  under  the 
6th  section  of  the  act  to  reorganize  the  general  land 
office,”  in  the  place  of  Abraham  Van  Buren,  re- 
signed. 

Mandeville  Marigney,  to  be  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  in  the 
place  of  John  H.  Holland,  whose  commission  has 
expired. 

consuls. 

Daniel  TV.  Courts , of  North  Carolina,  to  be  consul 
oT  the  Uniied  Sta  es  for  ihe  port  of  Matanzas,  in 

the  island  of  Cuba,  in  the  place  of  Lewis  Shoema- 
ker, deceased. 


Charles  Russell,  at  Laguna,  in  the  island  of  Del 
Carmen,  in  Mexico. 

Samuel  F.  Haviland,  atCoqnimbo,  in  the  republic 
of  Chili. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CUSTOMS. 

George  Dennell,  lo  be  nat  al  officer  lor  the  district 
nf  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  vice  William  Clag- 
gett,  whose  commission  expired  on  the  17lh  Decem- 
ber last. 

James  L.  Smith,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  ol  Genesee,  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  lor 
the  port  of  Rochester,  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
vico  Jacob  Gould,  resigned. 

Nicholas  W.  Parker,  surveyor  and  inspector  of 
the  revenue  lor  the  dislrict  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth, in  tile  state  of  Virginia,  vice  Samuel  L. 
Lighiloot,  resigned. 

John  Russell,  surveyor  and  inspector  of  Ihe  reve- 
nue tor  the  port  of  Hartford,  in  the  state  of  e ounec- 
ticut,  vicp  Normand  Lyman,  declined  the  appoint; 
meat. 

Edward  Randolph,  to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  Columbus,  Mississippi,  vice  Francis  Leech,  re- 
signed. 

Vincent  King  and  Gilbert  L.  Giberson,  to  be  jus- 
tices of  the  peare  tor  the  county  ol  Washington,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  5th  inst. 

David  Porter,  to  be  minister  resident  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  at  Constantinople. 

Henry  Dodge,  to  be  governor  in  and  for  the  terri- 
tory ol  Wisconsin,  from  the  3d  day  of  July  next, 
when  his  pre-ent  commission  w II  expire. 

Thomas  H Ellis,  to  be  secretary  of  the  legation 
of  the  United  Slates  near  the  government  of  the 
Mexican  republic. 

Aaron  Barker,,  to  be  deputy  postmaster  at  Cleve- 
land, in  the  slate  of  Ohio,  in  the  place  of  Daniel 
Worley,  resigned. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  6th  inst. 

JohnB.Jon.es,  surveyor,  Currituck  Inlet,  North 
Carolina,  from  the  2d  inst.,  when  his  late  commis- 
sion expired. 

J.  B Warren,  surveyor,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  from 
3d  inst.,  vice  Robert  Punshon,  whose  commission 
ihen  expired. 

Edward  S.  Jarvis,  collector,  Frenchman’s  Bay, 
Maine,  from  2d  inst.,  when  his  late  commission  ex- 
pi  ed. 

James  Stockman,  Collector,  Natchez,  Mississippi, 
from  12th  December  last,  when  his  late  commission 
expired. 

LAND  OFFICER 

Eli  S.  Prescott,  receiver  ol  public  moneys  at  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  v.ce  E.  D.  Taylor,  whose  commission 
expired  on  the  4iii  inst. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  0th  inst. 

To  be  captains  in  the  navy. 

Robert  F.  Stockton,  from  8>h  December,  1838. 

Isaac  McKeever,  from  8th  December,  1833. 

John  P Zmtzinger,  from  22.1  December,  1838. 

William  D Suiter,  from  3d  March,  1339. 

To  be  commanders. 

Lewis  E.  Simonds,  from  22d  D cember,  1838. 

John  M.  Dale,  lrom  12th  February,  1839. 

To  be  lieutenants. 

John  Weems,  from  the  22.1  December,  1838. 

Charles  S Ridgely,  from  221  December,  1838. 

Robert  E Johnson  from  12ih  February,  1839. 

To  be  it  purser. 

Hugh  W.  Greene,  from  28th  February,  1839. 

Marine  corps. 

Benjamin  E Brooke,  to  be  a 1st  lieutenant  from 
7th  February,  1839. 

Richard-  Douglas,  to  be  a captain  from  24th  Feb- 
ruary, 1839. 

Jabez  C Rich,  to  be  a 1st  lieutenant  from  24th 
February,  1839. 

Win.  L.  Shutlleworlh,  to  be  a 2d  lieutenant  from 
28th  February,  1839. 

James  Maguire,  to  be  a 2d  lieutenant  from  23th 
February,  1839. 

Robert  D Taylor,  to  be  a 2d  lieutenant  from  3d 
March,  1839. 

From  the  Globe  of  Ihe  8lh  inst. 

BY  THE  I RESIDE  NT. 

Charles  J F.  Allen,  appraiser  of  goods  for  the  port 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  vice  Levi  R.  Lincoln,  re- 
moved. 

Thomas  H.  Kennedy,  receiver  of  public  moneys  for 
the  district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  New  Orleans, 
vice  Richard.  M.  Carter,  resigned. 

From  the  Globe  of  the  15 th  inst. 

William  Marvin,  ot  Florida,  to  be  judge  for  the 
southern  district  of  Florida,  in  the  place  of  James 
Webb,  resigned. 

William  Milburn,  of  Missouri,  to  be  surveyor 
general  of  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Misso- 
the  place  of  Daniel  Danklin,  res1"- 


EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

Extract  from  u teller  to  Ihe  secretary  of  the  navy.  from. 

lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  commanding  the  Lulled 

Slutes  South  sea  surveying  and  exploring  expedition, 

dated  on  board  the  United  States  sloop  Vincennes, 

harbor  of  Rio  Janeiro,  November  27,  1338. 

I proceeded  with  the  squadron  for  Madeira.  We 
continued  our  cruise  with  light,  favorable  winds, 
without  any  occurrence  of  importance  until  the  6th 
of  September;  when,  being  near  a shoal,  laid  down 
on  the  chart  as  St.  Anne’s  shoai,  I deemed  it  lulfil- 
ltng  instructions  to  delay  sufficiently  for  the  pm  pose 
of  examining  ihe  same  ; and  having  fully  explored 
the  locality  in  and  near  its  supposed  neighborhood, 
by  spreading  ihe  vessels  of  the  squadron  to  embrace 
a large  circumference  of  the  ocean,  nothing  of  it  was 
discovered.  A few  hours,  however,  after  leaving  this 
vicinity,  we  fell  in  with*  a large  cotton  wood  tree, 
120  feet  in  length  and  15  feel  in  circumference, 
which  was  at  first  reported  as  a shoal ; and  if  the  sea 
had  been  at  all  rough,  it  might,  in  passing,  have  been 
mistaken  for  one. 

I have  little  doubt  but  similar  frees  have  occasion- 
ed the  frequent  leports  of  vigias  or  shoals  being  in 
existence  hereabouts.  Our  position  at  this  time  was 
in  latitude  37°  0 ' 37"  noith,  and  longitude  40°  41' 
54"  west,  and  where  any  Moating  bodies  drifted  by  the 
gulfstream  would  probably  have  been  deposited,  as 
there  is  little  or  no  current,  and  that  vaiiable. 

We  arrived  at  Ftinchall,  in  the  island  ol  Madeira, 
on  the  16th  of  September,  after  a pleasant  passage  of 
twenty-nine  days. 

I directed  a party  of  officers  to  make  an  excursion 
to  Pico  Ricivo,  the  highest  point  iri  Madeira,  lor  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  its  barometrical  admeasure- 
ment, in  regard  lo  which  doubts  have  existed,  ow- 
ing to  a disagreement  of  those  who  have  preceded 
us. 

Our  observations  were  conducted  with  great  care, 
and  the  barometers  used  were  of  the  best  manufac- 
ture ol'Thonghton  and  Simms.  Simultaneous  obser- 
vations were  made  at  the  residence  of  Ihe  American 
consul  at  Funchall,  who  was  kind  enough  tp  afford 
us  every  means  within  his  reach  to  facilitate  our  va- 
rious duties. 

The  party  remained  on  the  summit  of  the  moun- 
tain over  four  hours,  which  afforded  us  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  a number  of  simultaneous  observa- 
tions, the  lesult  of  which,  in  giving  the  height  ol  Pico 
Ricivo,  was  as  lollows  : 

The  highest  point  of  the  peak  above  the  consul’s 
garden,  was  6,181  feet. 

The  cistern  of  the  barometer  at  the  garden  above 
half  tide  carefully  levelled,  was  56-6237  feet. 

I feel  much  confidence  in  our  result,  although, 
from  the  high  standing  of  captain  Sabine,  R.  A.  I 
feel  some  hesitation  in  putting  it  forth;  hut  the  fact 
of  tnv  being  supported  by  sucti  high  authority  as  Dr. 
Bowditeh  and  Dr.  Heinekar,  with  whom  we  have 
differed  only  seventy  three  feet,  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  feet,  induced  me  to  believe  that  some  ac- 
cidental error  must  have  occurred  in  captain  Sabine’s 
observations,  or  that  he  was  misled  by  hi«  guides, 
and  stopped  short  of  the  summit  of  the  mountain  as 
they  attempted  with  our  patty. 

It  appears,  also,  that  the  different  results  made  at 
three  separate  periods,  and  by  different  persons,  ap- 
proaching so  near  each  other,  would  be  more  correct 
than  that  of  captain  Sabine,  who  makes  a difference 
of  neaily  seven  hundred  feet. 

We  made,  also,  a series  of  magnetical  observations 
on  shore  for  dips  and  intensity,  and  established  the 
rates  of  our  chronometers  by  a portable  transit.  We 
made  by  them  the  longitude  of  the  consula'e  atFnn- 
ch'i It,  in  16°  54'  11"  west,  and  found  the  latitude  by 
observation  to  lie  32°  38'  1 1",  no;  th,  all  v\  hich  assured 
me  that  our  chronometers  had  been  performing  Hell 
since  our  departure  from  the  United  Slates. 

On  the  25th  September,  having  completed  all  that 
was  deemed  necessary,  we  sailed  from  Madeira,  and 
stood  to  the  southward,  intending  to  pass  over  and 
search  for  Hie  different  .shoals  and  vigias  laid  down 
on  our  track.  After  passing  the  latitude  of  the  Ca- 
nary islands,  we  experienced  a northeasterly  cur- 
rent of  about  half  a mile  an  hour,  until  we  reached 
the  latitude  of  Bonavista,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verris, 
which  sets  in  an  opposite  direction  10  the  current 
said  to  prevail  between  these  islands,  in  the  longi- 
tude from  19  to  21°  west.  We  hove  too,  and  tried 
the  current  morning  and  evening,  and  always  (bund 
the  same  result.  The  current  log  used  was  two  kegs, 
with  a distance  line  of  live  fathoms  between  them, 
the  lower  one  being  just  loaded  sufficiently  to  sink 
the  air  light  one  under  the  surface  of  the  water,  with 
the  usual  log  line  attached  to  the  centre  of  the  dis- 
tance line,  precluding  the  possibility  of  its  hfij.tjg,3 
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On  the  29th  of  September  we  passed  into  colored 
water,  quite  as  green  in  appearance  as  that  of  fifty 
fathoms  in  depth,  on  soundings.  On  entering  it,  the 
temperature  decreased  one  and  a hall  degrees,  and 
rose  two  degrees  on  leaving  it. 

We  continued  in  it  until  the  2d  of  October,  bav- 
in? run  a distance  of  tour  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 
The  vessels  of  the  squadron  repeatedly  sounded  with 
from  one  to  three  hundred  fathoms  of  line,  but  no 
bottom  was  found. 

The  first  reported  shoal  laid  down  on  our  route  up- 
on the  charts  was  the  Maria  rock,  in  latitude  190° 
4.5'  north,  and  longitude  20°  50'  west,  which  we 
stood  for,  and  hove  too  near  the  position,  until  we 
had  ascertained  our  situation  correctly,  by  careful 
observations.  The  vessels  were  then  spread,  and 
the  course  marked  to  run  directly  over  the  spot, 
the  surface  of  the  ocean  visible  at  the  time  from  the 
squadron,  was  not  less  than  sixty  miles  in  circum- 
ference, with  every  opportunity  which  the  clear 
weather  could  afford,  and  sufficient  swell  of  the  sea 
on,  to  have  caused  breakers  on  any  shoal  within  fif- 
teen feet  of  the  surface.  Nothing,  however,  was 
discovered,  and  no  bottom  could  be  found  with  three 
hundred  fathoms  of  line. 

The  next  position  examined,  was  Bona  Felix 
shoal,  said  to  be  within  thirty  miles  of  Maria  rock  ; 
this  we  searched  lor  in  the  same  manner,  but  were 
equally  unsuccessful. 

We  then  stood  for  the  place  assigned  the  Bonetta 
shoal  to  the  eastward  of  Bonavisla,  said  to  be  in  lati 
tude  16°  32'  north,  and  in  longitude  20°  37'  west. 
We,  in  like  manner,  hunted  for  this,  and,  alter  ex- 
ploring the  locality  of  its  position  on  the  chart,  I 
steered  on  the  course  of  its  reported  bearing  east  by 
north  from  Bonavista  un’il  nearly  up  with  the  Hart 
yvpII  reef,  lying  in  sight  of  Bonavisla,  which  has, 
without  doubt,  teen  taken  for  and  reported  as  the 
sncal  called  Boneifa. 

Our  inquiries  at  St  Jago  assured  me  that  the  Made- 
line (the  vessel  last  wrecked)  was  cast  away  on  the 
Hartwell  reef,  which  they  have  reported  as  the  Bo- 
netta shoal. 

I am  well  satisfied  that  the  positions  assigned  the 
above  three  shoals  on  the  chart,  and  their  vicinity, 
are  free  from  all  dangers. 

I am  of  opinion,  also,  that  the  particular  and  inde- 
fatigable search  made  by  capt.  Bartholomew,  of  her 
majesty’s  shipLeven,  and  the  opportunities  atiorded 
me  of  covering,  with  the  squadron  of  five  vessels,  so 
lar?e  a space,  at  the  same  time,  ought  to  be  suffi 
cient  evidence  that  no  such  dangers  exist  as  are  laid 
dow'u  in  those  positions,  and  should  cause  them  to  be 
obliterated  from  the  charts. 

From  Port  Praya,  we  steered  for  Patty’s  overfalls, 
as  laid  down  in  the  chart,  in  latitude  li°  north,  and 
longitude  24°  30'  west,  and  had  a good  opportunity 
of  examining  their  locality.  A few  rips  were  observ- 
ed within  a degree  of  the  situation  assigned  them, 
but  little  or  no  current  was  found  ; and  I feel  confi- 
dent in  asserting  that  no  danger  exists  in  thin  vicini- 
ty, as  we  were  becalmed  in  the  position,  and  in  close 
proximity  to  it  for  forty-eight  hours,  the  squadron,  as 
usual,  being  spread  apart,  and  having  a broad  ex- 
panse of  ocean  under  view. 

Owing  to  light  contrary  winds,  it  was  some  days 
before  we  reached  Warley’s  shoal,  said  to  be  in 
latitude  5°  4'  north,  and  longitude  21°  25'  west. 
This  point  was  also  carefully  examined,  but  no  shoal 
or  appearance  of  shoal  water,  or  any  danger  discov- 
ered. 

Our  next  examination  was  of  French  shoal,  said 
to  be  (as  laid  down)  in  latitude  4°  5'  north,  and 
longitude  20°  35'  west.  This  was  also  examined, 
and  no  danger  or  appearance  of  shoal  discovered. 

From  this  point,  I took  advantage  of  the  south 
erly  wind,  and  proceeded  east;  which  carried  me 
as  far  as  thirteen  degrees  of  west  longitude,  and 
over  ihe position  assigned  the  shoal  by  the  French 
hydrographers,  to  enable  me  to  cross  the  equator 
eastward  of  the  seventeenth  degree  of  west  longi- 
tude. 

We  succeeded  in  crossing  the  equator  in  that 
longitude  on  the  5th  of  November,  and  then  stood 
for  Triton’s  bank,  said  to  be  in  latitude  00°  32' 
south,  and  longitude  17°  46'  west.  When  within  a 
short  distance  of  its  position,  the  squadron  hove  to 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  our  position  accu- 
rately ; after  which  a course  was  sleered  nearly 
west.  Being  at  the  time  well  to  the  eastward,  we 
ran  on  a line  due  east  and  west  over  it ; the  vessels 
of  the  squadron  being  spread  about  three  miles 
apart,  on  a line  north  and  south.  We  did  not,  how- 
ever, find  it  in  our  progress,  or  any  bottom  or  indi- 
cations of  soundings;  no  discoloration  of  water 
was  visible,  or  change  of  temperature,  although 
the  line  extended  thirty  miles  east  and  west  of  its 
reporte’  position;  after  which  we  again  stood  to 
the  north,  aud  ran  over  a vigia  as  laid  down  ou  the 
charts,  but  none  such  was  found  in  existence. 


Our  next  examination  was  for  Bonert’s  Sandy 
island,  which  was  in  like  manner  carefully  search- 
ed alter,  in  and  around  i i s position  as  laid  down 
on  the  charts,  but  our  search  was  equally  unsuc- 
cessful. 

Finally,  search  was  made  in  and  about  latitude 
2°  43'  south,  and  longitude  20°  35'  west.  Extend- 
ing to  the  north,  northwest  of  this  point  a distance 
of  thirty  miles  hereabouts,  having  been  assigned  as 
the  situation  of  the  submarine  volcano  reported  by 
admiral  Krurinstien,  which  it  was  supposed  might 
have  left  a shoal.  This  locality  was  twice  run  over 
in  different  directions,  and  carefully  examined  with 
the  squadron  in  open  order,  but  none  such  was 
found  in  existence. 

Lieutenant  Hudson,  of  the  Peacockj  having  se- 
parated from  me  on  the  16th  oi  October,  proceeded 
on  a different  course  in  search  of  the  same  shoals 
w hich  we  were  looking  for,  but  was  equally  unsuc- 
cessful in  finding  any,  as  appears  by  the  following 
extract  from  his  report  to  me,  which  affords  further 
evidence,  if  it  w7ere  needed,  of  their  non-existence. 

“ Having  separated  from  you  on  ihe  16th  of  October, 
it  was  not  uniil  the  23d  r hat  I .had  worked  up  to  the 
Warley’s  shoal : and  at  8 o’clock  that  night  I was  di- 
rectly on  the  spot  where  it  was  laid  down  on  the  chart. 
We  placed  f.ood  lookouts,  and  kept  our  patent  1 -ad 
going  for  fitly  miles  before  reaching  the  location  ol  this 
shoal  as  laid  down  on  the  chart ; also  observing  our 
drift  at  night,  in  hopes  of  sweeping  over  it  at  early  day- 
light. 

“ I continued  cruising  in  this  vicinitv  in  various  direc- 
tions, getting  casts  of  lead  in  from  50  to  100  fathoms, 
without  finding  bottom. 

“ I now  continued  my  examination,  and  after  having 
swept  over  a circle  ot  40  or  50  miles  in  different  direc- 
tions, am  perfectly  satisfied  that  Warley’s  shoal  exists 
nowhere  in  the  neighborhood  laid -down  on  the  chart. 

“ I then  proceeded  for  the  French  shoal  with  the  wind 
ahead,  (south  by  west,)  where  I arrived  on  the  25th  of 
October,  and  continued  cruising  all  ihe  following  day. 
with  a fine  breeze,  immediately  over  the  location  of  the 
shoal  as  laid  dow  i,  and  in  every  direction  for  miles  in 
its  vicinity.  After  thus  rh  roughly  searching  the  Eng- 
lish locality  of  this  shoal,  T directed  my  course  for  the 
French  position,  seventy  six  miles  distant,  making  near- 
ly an  east  course,  with  lookouts,  and  the  lead  going, 
until  I had  run  immediately  over  and  around  the  spot, 
?ailing  in  various  directions,  a distance  of  forty  miles, 
without  effect. 

“ I then  made  the  best  of  my  way  for  the  Triton  bank, 
with  the  wind  veering  and  hauling  front  south  south- 
west, to  south  southeast,  and  passed  the  equator  on  the 
night  ot  the  3J  of  November,  in  longitude  17°  40'  west, 
aud  continued  over  aud  around  the  locality  of  that 
bank,  until  the  morning  of-the  5ih,  getting  casts  of  the 
lead  during  the  time  i.:  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  fathoms,  up  and  down,  without  finding  bottom. 

’•  I have,  in  our  search,  fully  satisfied  myself,  and 
hope  our  examination  will  prove  equally  so  to  you,  and 
all  others,  that  these  shoals  do  not  exist.” 

Thus,  sir,  we  have  effected  the  examination  of 
the  supposed  position  of  eleven  shoals  or  dangers, 
which  have  occupied  their  places  on  the  charts, 
much  to  the  alarm  of  navigators.  And  I sincerely 
trust  that  the  result  of  our  endeavors  and  diligent 
sea'ch,  with  the  exertions  heretofore  made  by  others, 
will  be  sufficient  to  cause  them  fo  be  obliterated 
from  the  charts,  as  there  are  already  real  dangers 
sufficient  to  awaken  the  watchfulness  of  the  navi- 
gator without  his  being  harassed  with  imaginary 
ones. 

LATEST  FROM  MEXICO. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Commercial  Bulletin,  Feb.  28. 

From  Matamoras.  The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Van- 
dalia,  Uriah  P.  Levy,  commander,  arrived  at  the 
southwest  pass  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  instant, 
from  Matamoras. 

Several  of  the  officers  of  the  Vandalia,  with  mo- 
ney, and  twelve  Mexican  passengers,  have  come 
to  town  in  the  towboat  Tiger. 

The  Vandalia  sailed  from  Matamoras  on  the  21st 
instant.  The  city  was  garrisoned  by  the  govern- 
ment troops  under  gpn.  Cavalizo,  and  was  strongly 
fortified.  An  army  of  700  federalists  were  encamp- 
ed near,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  gen.  Urrea  with  a 
large  reinforcement  of  federal  troops.  Hi3  arrival 
would  be  the  signal  lor  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities. Regular  siege  would  then  be  laid  to  Mat- 
amoras, and  vigorously  prosecuted  till  the  garrison 
surrendered  or  the  assailants  were  repulsed.  From 
the  interior,  no  news  had  been  received,  communi- 
cation having  been  interrupted  by  the  turbulent 
state  of  the  country. 

We  are  under  obligations  to  ihe  politeness  of 
Captain  Nicholas,  of  the  United  States  government 
packet  Woodbury,  (arrived  late  last  evening  at  the 
southwest  pass,  seven  days  from  Matamoras,)  for 
files  of  the  Diario  del  Gobierno,  Mexico,  and  El 
Telegrtifo,  Tampico.  Their  contents  are  of  varied 
interest,  but  not  particularly  important,  the  same 


dates  having  been  previously  received.  In  the  Di- 
ario it  is  gravely  affirmed  that  the  lifting  of  the 
blockade  from  the  port  of  Tampico  is  the  result  of 
the  conduct  of  general  Urrea  in  favor  of  the  French. 
Serious  apprehensions,  it  appears,  were  entertained 
by  some  that  the  holders  of  Mexican  bonds  in  Lon- 
don had  some  idea  of  taking  possession  of  the  pub- 
lic domain.  To  this,  however,  there  are  undoubted 
objections. 

A commercial  house  in  this  city  had  the  kindness 
to  favor  us  with  the  perusal  of  several  very  interest- 
ing letters  from  Mexico.  We  give  the  following 
extract: 

“ Vera  Cruz,  Feb.  7. 

“ The  same  state  of  affairs  continues;  nothing  is 
known  positively,  but,  for  the  last  lour  days,  an 
opinion  is  gaining  ground  that  matters  will  soon  be 
arranged,  at  least  so  as  to  allow  the  discharge  of  the 
cargoes  now  in  port.  Santa  Anna,  by  a process,  it 
is  said,  not  unprecedented  in  his  political  career, 
has  suddenly  declared  for  peace,  and  says  the  go- 
vernment can  accept  the  plan  proposed  by  Mr. 
Pakenhain.  They  await  his  approval.  He  has 
started  for  Mexico,  and  says  that  within  three 
days  after  his  arrival  there,  a decision  will  be  come 
to.  About  thirty  merchant  vessels  are  laying  in 
the  harbor  and  at  Sacrifieios.  Vera  Cruz  is  still 
deserted,  although  a number  of  foreigners  have  re- 
turned. I do  not  suppose  there  are  500  souls 
inside  the  walls.” 

From  the  New  Orleans  Courier,  Feb.  28. 

Later  intelligence  from  Mexico  was  received  in 
this  city  yesterday.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Paken- 
ham,  the  English  minister,  is  exerting  himself  to 
induce  the  Mexican  government  to  make  peace 
u'ith  France,  and  on  the  12th  of  February7  it  was 
believed  in  the  capital  he  would  succeed. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  are  told  of  the  march  of 
troops  in  various  directions  ; and  the  federal  party 
seein'determined  to  strain  every  nerve  to  put  dow7n 
their  opponents.  The  wretched  manner  in  which 
Bustamente  has  conducted  the  war  with  France, 
atid  the  embarrassments  occasioned  by  the  block- 
ade, will  w7eaken  the  influence  of  the  central  party; 
but  w-e  still  think  they  will  finally  triumph,  as  the 
priests  anil  old  Spaniards  are  opposed  to  the  fede- 
ralists, and  in  the  capital  and  many  other  parts  of 
Mexico  (heir  influence  is  irresistible.  The  most 
that  can  result  from  the  efforts  of  Urrea,  Mexia,  and 
others,  may  be  Ihe  separation  of  one  or  two  states 
Irotn  the  central  government.  The  good  under- 
standing between  general  Urrea  and  the  French  ad- 
miral, and  the  disposition  evinced  by  the  latter  to 
meddle  in  the  intestine  quarrels  of  Mexico,  are  not 
calculated  to  make  either  very  popular  with  the 
thinking  and  patriotic  portion  of  the  Mexicans. 

In  a month’s  time  we  may  expect  to  have  some- 
thing definitive  from  Mexico.  An  arrangement  of 
the  dispute  with  France  seetns  very  probable,  and 
we  hope  will  take  place.  Her  internal  humors 
could  then  be  left  to  purge  themselves,  without  in- 
terfering with  or  interrupting  the  trade  and  busi- 
ness of  other  people. 

DOCUMENTS  RELATIVE  TO  MEXICO. 

From  the  Louisianian,  March  1. 

The  following  documents  have  been  placed  in 
our  hands  for  publication.  The  first  is  an  interest- 
ing letter  from  admiral  Baudin  to  Ihe  generals  Ur- 
rea and  Mexia;  the  second  is  worthy  of  perusal,  as 
affording  a faithful  description  of  the  present  condi- 
tion of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  country  round  about.  All 
its  statements  may  be  implicitly  relied  on  : 

His  majesty's  frigate  the  Nereide, 
Anton  Lizardo,  January  15.  1339. 

Excellencies:  I received  yesterday  the  letter 

which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  under 
date  of  the  6th  of  this  month,  accrediting  to  tne  the 
commandant  Reibaud,  of  the  national  Mexican 
navy. 

I had  greatsatisfaction  repeating  verbally  to  com- 
mandant Reibaud  what  I had  already  the  honor  of 
making  known  to  his  excellency,  general  Don  Jose 
Urrea,  to  wit:  that  France  is  not  hostile  to  whom- 
soever is  not  hostile  to  her. 

So  soon  as  I was  informed  that  the  French  brig 
Fanny,  detained  irt  the  river  Panuco,  was  released, 
and  that  the  decree  of  expulsion  issued  against  the 
French  by  the  government  of  Mexico  had  not  been 
promulgated  within  the  limits  of  the  states  which 
have  declared  in  iavor  of  the  federal  constitution  ; 
that,  on  the  contrary,  my  countrymen  found  secu- 
rity, kindness,  and  justice  in  these  states,  I hasten- 
ed to  give  orders  to  my  cruizers  to  leave  the  en- 
trance into  Tampico  unmolested. 

I am  disposed  to  do  the  same  thing  by  all  the 
ports  of  the  Mexican  states  which  shall  adopt  the 
same  principles  and  pursue  the  same  conduct, 

Your  excellencies  will  no  doubt  understand  that, 
in  order  to  complete  the  generosity  and  equity  of 
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your  system,  it  will  be  proper  to  admit  tile  French 
flag,  like  all  others,  into  the  ports  which  acknow- 
ledge the  federal  Government. 

There  is  no  war,  in  fact,  existing  between  the 
Mexican  and  the  French  nations.  The  inconceivable 
obstinacy  and  the  evident  bad  faith  of  the  cabinet 
that  directed  alfairs  at  Mexico  last  month,  forced 
me  to  take  a?  a pledge  the  fortress  of  San  Juan  de 
Ulloa,  and  to  disarm  Vera  Cruz.  But  I now'  de- 
clare, as  I did  when  I arrived  on  this  coast  two 
months  and  a half  ago,  that  France  never  entertain- 
ed the  slightest  intention  to  oppress  or  insult  the 
Mexican  people — never  had  a thought  inimical  to 
the  independence  of  Mexico  and  the  integrity  of 
her  territory.  The  jealous  and  hateful  passions,  the 
interests  of  cupidity  and  ambition,  which  now  fer- 
ment arid  agitale  the  iniquitous  purposes  of  decep- 
tion in  the  Mexican  nation,  and  excite  to  war 
against  France  bv  the  most  infamous  falsehoods, 
are  precisely  the  interests  and  passions  most  op- 
posed to  the  prosperity  and  honor  of  Mexico  : con- 
trarv  to  its  prosperity,  because  thev  ruin  the  re- 
sources of  the  country  bv  augmenting  beyond  mea- 
sure its  expenses  ; contrary  to  its  honor,  because 
nothing  could  be  more  honorable  to  Mexico  than 
frankly  to  acknowledge  the  wrongs  she  has  done, 
and  to  repair  them  in  such  planner  as  to  prevent  all 
motives  of  complaint  in  future.  The  day  is  not 
distant,  I trust,  when  reason  and  truth  will  triumph 
over  imposture  ; when  the  Mexican  people  will  see 
how  greatly  they  have  been  deceived,  anil  for  the 
promotion  of  what  projects  of  despotism  they  have 
been  kept  in  the  dark.  They. will  find  that,  not- 
withstanding  temporary  disputes,  they  have  no  more 
sincere  and  disinterested  friends  than  iny  country- 
men. [ am  happy  in  believing  lhat  this  opinion  is 
concurred  in  bv  your  excellencies,  and  that  you 
wjll  exert  your  kind  influence  to  diffuse  it  among 
the  Mexican  people.  In  Ihe  mean  time,  I present 
to  your  excellencies  the  assurance  of  my  high  con- 
sideration. 

Rear-admiral  commanding  the  naval  forces  of 
France  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  : 

CHARLES  BAUDIN. 

Vera  Cruz , January  14. 

A fact  which  shows  that  government  is  an  ene- 
my to  truth  is,  that  the  Mexican  general  Arista, 
w ho  is  now  a prisoner  in  the  French  squadron,  hav- 
ing written  to  some  of  his  aids  de-camp  and  to  pre- 
sident Bustamante  himself  to  make  known  to  them 
what  took  place  on  the  5th  December,  and  to  open 
their  eyes  to  the  true  intentions  of  France,  his  let- 
ters were  sent  back  to  write  no  more  of  the  same 
kind  for  the  future. 

The  admiral  thought  that  general  Arista  would 
be  glad  in  his  captivity  to  receive  visits  from  some 
of  his  friends,  and  transmitted  a safe  conduct  to 
those  among  them  who  should  choose  to  see  him. 
The  boats  of  the  squadron  were  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal to  receive  them  at  the  port  of  Anton  Lizauto 
and  take  them  back  to  the  shore.  General  Arista 
made  a party  and  preparations  to  receive  the  visits 
of  his  countrymen,  but  the  government  formally 
prohibited  them  from  going  to  see  him.  In  this, 
the  government  probably  acted  under  the  influence 
of  Santa  Anna,  who  fears,  above  all  other  things, 
that  a rav  of  truth  should  be  thrown  upon  the  events 
of  the  5th  December,  to  destroy  the  popularity 
which  he  has  acquired  by  means  of  the  falsehoods 
which  have  intoxicated  the  Mexican  people.  He 
calculates  on  that  popularity  to  open  the  waj’  to 
supreme  power  through  the  overthrow  of  Busta- 
inente 

Mr.  Pakenham,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Eng- 
land, who  lately  landed  at  Vera  Cruz,  visited  Santa 
Anna,  whose  plantation  is  situale  on  the  road  to 
Mexico.  He  spent  there  three  hours,  and  was  so 
shocked  at  the  ambition,  the  vanity,  and  the  ego- 
tism of  Santa  Anna,  that  he  could  "hardly  (as  it  is 
said)  restrain  him-elf  from  expressing  his  disgust. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  Mr.  Pakeuhain’s 
visit  was  to  prevail  on  Santa  Anna  not  lo  oppose 
the  benevolent  views  of  Admiral  C.  Baudin,  who 
proposed  to  admit  all  flags  into  Vera  Cruz,  and  to 
make  it  a neutral  port,  until  the  differences  between 
France  and  Mexico  should  be  arranged. 

That  measure  forms  no  part  of  Santa  A nna’s  plan. 
He  wishes  to  wait  till  his  wounds  shall  be  suffi- 
ciently healed  to  permit  his  reaching  the  supreme 
power.  He  will  then  put  his  creatures  in  office, 
in  order  to  enrich  himself  with  the  custom-house 
duties  on  the  cargoes  which  are  now  prohibited. 
It  is  by  means  like  these  that  he  has  amassed  his 
large  fortune.  So  long  as  lie  is  not  president  him- 
self, he  will  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  prevent 
others  from  profiting  bv  a source  of  riches  which 
will  be  opened  the  moment  that  the  commercial  re- 
lations of  Mexico  with  foreign  nations  shall  be  re- 
established. Into  hands  like  these  have  fallen  the  | 
destinies  of  this  unfortunate  country! 


You  cannot  imagine  the  dreadful  misery  lhat 
afliicls  a population  of  6,000  or  7,000  inhabitants, 
who  have  emigrated  irom  Vera  Cruz  amt  its  envi- 
rons, all  of  whom  have  sought  refuge  in  small  vil- 
lages, at  the  distance  of  iliree  or  lour  leagues  from 
this  place.  Their  cabins  of  rushes,  exposed  to  the 
heal  of  the  sun  and  to  the  burning  sands,  can  hardlv 
contain  tlie  half  of  them.  The  greater  part  of  the 
poor  families  are  obliged  to  lodge  in  the  shade  of 
trees,  exposed  to  the  diseases  and  insects  which 
abound  on  this  coast.  But  this  is  not  all.  The 
means  of  existence  are  wanting  to  these  unfortunate 
emigrants.  The  whole  population  of  Vera  Cruz 
depended  on  commerce,  and  those  of  the  environs 
depended  on  Vera  Cruz.  You  will  easily  under- 
stand how  much  want  and  distress  will  he  produced 
in  a country  where  economy  is  wholly  unknown, 
from  tile  ordinary  ease  of  gaining  a livelihood. 
Some  courageous  Mexicans  having  gone  to  expose 
these  evils  to  Santa  Anna,  in  order  that  lie  might 
re  open  Vera  Cruz,  he  basely  answered,  never!  that 
it  was  no  concern  of  his,  and  that  he  could  do  noth 
ing  else  than  execute  the  orders  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  government  ordered  him  to  destroy  Vera 
Cruz,  and  in  fact  they  have  already  begun  to  blow 
up  all  the  forts;  but  here  again  behold  the  barba- 
rous ignorance  of  these  people  ! They  know  not 
even  how  to  perlhrm  this  work  of  destruction. 

I have  just  been  informed  by  several  of  iny  friends 
returned  from  Medellen,  three  or  four  leagues  from 
this  place,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  people  who 
had  fled  begin  to  feel  the  weight  of  misery,  and  bit- 
terly complain  both  of  (he  government  and  Santa 
Anna,  as  many  ol  them  begin  to  understand  that 
their  misfortunes  are  not  owing  to  the  French,  and 
express  themselves  openly. 


COMMODORES  PORTER  AND  ELLIOTT. 

From  Ihe  National  Gazelle  of  the  25th  ult. 

The  following  communication,  explanatorv  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  signers  in  the  dispute  between 
commodore  Porter  and  commodore  Eiliott,  has  been 
handed  to  us  for  publication  : 

To  the  editors  of  the  National  Gazette: 

W e observed  that  tlin  nota  bene  to  the  publication 
at  Baltimore,  on  the  dispute  between  commodore 
E II l oi t and  the  late  commodore  Porter,  does  riot 
contain  any  facts  iri  relation  to  the  part  'aken  in  the 
aifair  by  us,  as  the  advisers  of  commodore  Eliiott 
The  notice  of  Justitia  assigns  all  the  prominent  mo- 
tives we  gave  for  our  advice,  ft  may  have  been  ob- 
served in  the  course  of  Ihe  discussion  by  some  one 
of  us,  as  a reason  for  the  moderation  whicli  ought 
to  control  commodore  Elliott  on  t fie  occasion,  that 
it  were  possible  that  the  infirmities  ami  had  health 
of  commodore  Porter  may  have  had  a deleterious 
Influence  cm  his  mind,  so  far  as  to  induce  his  course 
towards  commodore  Elliott;  as  they  were  sure, 
from  their  former  knowledge  of  commodore  Porter, 
that  he  would  be  amongst  tile  last  to  deport  himself 
unjustly,  or  give  credence  to  reports  which  might 
prove  groundless. 

So  far  from  any  one  of  ns  having  asserted  that 
commodore  Porter  was  not  in  his  proper  mind,  even 
were  it  the  case,  it  could  not  have  been  known  to 
us;  one  of  us  never  having  seen  commodore  Por- 
ter, and  another  not  within  the  last  nine  years.  Con- 
sequently we  could  not  give  a certificate,  or  assprl 
a fact  unknown  to  us.  We  give  below  a correct 
copy  of  our  letter  to  commodore  Elliott,  which  com- 
prises in  it  all  the  occasion  required,  as  had  been 
promised  him. 

Charles  Stewart, 
W.  C.  Bolton, 

J.  B.  Quiney. 

Philadelphia,  25 th  Feb.,  1839. 

Philadelphia,  IS  th  Feb  , 1S39. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  15th  instant,  I 
state  that,  under  date  of  the  27th  December,  com- 
modore Porter,  then  at  Chester,  addressed  a let- 
ter to  you,  then  at  Washington,  asking,  as  a favor, 
to  be  regarded  “ as  a stranger,”  &c. 

Under  date  of  the  29lh  December,  a copy  of  said 
letter  was  sent  by  yon  to  me  here,  together  with  a 
challenge  to  the  field,  lo  be  handed  by  me  to  com- 
modore Porter;  and  an  injunction  accompanied  it. 
that  I was  to  accppt  promptly  any  terms  of  combat, 
place,  and  time,  that  commodore  Porter  might  indi- 
cate. Your  lettpr  to  me,  and  a copy  of  the  challenge, 
are  in  my  possession. 

I thought  that  the  atfair  was  one  of  great  respon- 
sibility, and  that  it  admitted  of  delay;  and  that, 
should  tlie  challenge  be  persisted  in  after  iny  seeing 
yon,  such  delay  would  not  change  your  altitude; 
consequently,  I deferred  taking  anv  decisive  slop 
until  I could  have  a conference  with  you  ; for  which 
purpose  1 wrote  to  you  to  come  to  Philadelphia, 
and  you  did  so  immediately. 

I felt  myself  to  be  the  personal  friend  both  of 


yourself,  and  did  not  deem 
a resort  to  the  ultima  ratio,’’  as  applicable  lo  trie 
conceived  auront  or  offence.  This  conclusion  was 
appioved  of  by  the  opinions  of  commodore  Stewart 
and  J.  B.  Quinby,  esq.  They  and  myself,  upon  full 
consideration  ol  the  whole  subject,  on  which  we 
bestowed  the  deepest  attention,  advised  lhat  your 
letter  of  the  3d  January  should  be  substituted  for 
the  challenge. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

W.  C.  Bolton. 

Commodore  Elliott. 

We  corioborale  the  foregoing  statement. 

Chas.  Stewart, 

J.  B.  Quix-ey. 


MADAME  AMERICA  VESPUCCI. 

From  the  Globe. 

This  lady,  it  is  well  known,  presented  a petition 
to  congress,  asking  two  things— first,  to  tie  admit- 
ted lo  the  rights  of  citizenship  in  ihe  United  Slat' s, 
and  second  y,  to  be  given  a “ corner  of  land ” out  of 
tlie  public  domain  ot  tlie  country  which  bears  tlie 
name  ol  her  ancestor.  Tlie  committees  lo  whom 
her  petition  was  referred,  reported  againsl  bolh  ap- 
plications, but  on  grounds  m no  way  personal  to 
ihe  pelititioner.  The  citizenship  could  not  be 
granted,  because,  under  the  constitution  of  Ihe 
United  States,  congress  can  cnly  make  general  and 
uniform  rules  of  naturalization,  applicable  to  all 
persons  alike,  and  no!  to  any  one  in  particular.  The 
“ corner  of  land”  could  not  be  granted,  h.  cause  (heie 
was  no  personal  service  liom  the  petitioner,  for 
which  it  could  be  a compensation. 

In  reporting  against  her  application,  the  commit- 
tee on  the  public  lands  did  ample  justice  to  Ihe  per- 
sonal character  ol  inadame  Vespucci,  her  intellec- 
tual and  moral  qualities,  her  liberal  principles,  and 
her  descent  from  the  celebrated  Ainericus  Vespuc- 
cius;  and  recommended  Iter  to  the  American  peo- 
ple lor  that  asylum  and  establishment  which  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  congress  to  grant.  The  follow- 
ing are  extracts  from  the  report : 

A descendant  of  Americus  is  now  here;  o youn0*, 
interesting,  digiiifined,  and  accomplished  lady,  wiih  a 
mind  of  the  highest  intellectual  cul  uie,  and  a heart 
beating  with  all  our  own  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of 
American  and  of  human  lihe-ty.  She  feels  that  the 
name  she  hears  is  a prouder  title  than  any  lhat  earlhly 
monarchs  can  bestow , and  she  conies  here  asking  of  us 
a small  corner  of  American  soil  w here  she  may  pass 
the  re.  minder  of  her  days  in  this  the  land  of  her  ndop- 
lion.  She  comes  here  as  an  exile,  separated  forever 
fi  om  her  family  and  friends,  a stranger,  without  a coun- 
try and  vv.thjut  a home,  expelled  from  her  na  ive  Judy 
for  the  avow  al  and  maintenance  ot  opinions  favorable 
jo  free  institutions,  and  an  ardenl  desire  for  die  estab- 
lishment of  her  country  s freedom.  That  she  is  indeed 
worthy  of  the  name  of  America;  that  her  heart  is  in- 
deed imbued  widi  American  principles  and  a fervent 
love  of  human  liberty,  is  proved,  in  her  case,  by  toils, 
and  perils,  and  sacnfice*,  worthy  of  the  proudest  days 
of  antiquity,  when  the  Human  and  the  Spartan  matron 
were  ever  ready  to  surrender  life  itself  in  their  country’s 
service. 

‘‘The  petitioner  desires  ihe.  donation  to  her  of  a 
small  tract  ol  land  by  congress.  Wi’li  every  fe<  ling  of 
respect  and  kindness  for  the  memorialist,  amnjorry  of 
the  committee  deem  it  impossible  for  this  government 
fo  make  the  grant.  They  think  such  a grant  without  a 
precedent,  and  that  it  would  violate  the  spirit  of  those 
compacts  by  w hicli  die  public  domain  was  ceded  to  this 
government.  It  is  the  unanimous  and  anxious  desire 
of  the  committee  that  the  petitioner  should  receive  all 
the  benefits  and  recognition  that,  this  government,  can 
bestow.  What  this  government  cannot  do  is  within 
the  power  of  the  American  people.  They  feel  at.  least 
an  equal  pride  and  glory  with  us  in  the  nqme  of  Ameri- 
ca- Throughout  our  wide  extended  country,  among 
ad  classes,  this  feeling  is  universal;  and  in  the  hum- 
b esi  cottage  the  poorest.  American  feels  that  this  name, 
the  name  of  his  beloved  country,  is  a prouder  title  flian 
any  lhat.  adorns  the  monarch’s  brow,  and  that,  if  he 
has  no  other  property,  this  name,  with  all  its  great  and 
morions  associations  with  the  past,  and  hopes  for  the 
future,  is  an  all  sufficient  heritage  lo  transmit  to  his  chil- 
dren.- This  generous,  patriotic,  and  enlightened  peo- 
ple will  t a k e imo  their  own  hands  the  case  of  America 
Vespucci.  They  will  procure  for  her  that  home  which  she 
desires  among  us.  They  will  do  all  that  congress  is 
forbidden  to  do,  and  infinitely  more  than  she  asks  or 
desires,  and  demonstrate  to  the  would  that  the  name  of 
America — our  country’s  name — is  dear  to  us  all.  and 
shall  he  honored,  respected,  and  cherished  in  the  per- 
son of  the  interesting  exile  from  whose  ancestor  we  de- 
rive the  great  and  glorious  title.” 

Immediate  after  the  report  was  read  in  Ihespiiate, 
a national  subsci ipfion  was  commenced  for  Ihe  bene- 
fit of  inadame  Vespucci,  to  be  applied  towards  pro- 
curing her  a horn  ■ and  support  in  Ihe  United  Sla'es. 
Senators  from  every  quarter  of  Ihe  union  subscribed. 
The  amount  was  received  by  Mr.  Haight,  the  3,  r- 
geanf-al-arins  of  the  seriate, ’and  presimL-d  to  her. 
Many  o hers  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Haight 
other  sums  to  be  presented  to  her;  among  wboia 
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we  have  heard  the  names  ol  the  j.tgdes  oi’  the  su- 
preme court,  several  members  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, and  souie  citizens.  This  is  the  com- 
mencement of  the  national  subscription  recommend 
ed  by  the  report  of  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
and  which,  we  presume,  is  now  open  to  all  citizens 
who,  in  tile  language  of  the  report,  may  wish  to  aiu 
in  procuring  tiiat  home  which  Madame  Vespucci 
desires  among  us,  -and  which  congress  could  not 
grant. 


BILL  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  PETERBARGY. 

When  Mr.  Cainbreieng  moved,  in  Saturday 
night’s  sitting,  that  the  house  go  into  committee  ol 
the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  to  take  up  cer- 
tain appropriation  bills: 

Mr.  Chambers  asked  him  to  withdraw  the  motion 
to  enabie  him,  (Mr.  C.)  to  make  a statement ; and 
Mr.  Cambreleng  having  withdrawn  nis  motion,  Mr. 
Chambers  said  Uie  statement  he  wished  to  make  re- 
lated lo  a matter  aitecting  himself,  in  sjme  degree, 
and  would  theretore  barely  submit  it  to  the  house 
to  do  in  tile  matter  what  might  seem  right  and  pro- 
per. He  said  lie  had  for  some  weeks  past,  and  du- 
ring the  lust  session,  been  waylaid  about  the  rotun- 
da and  on  the  stairs  and  passage  ol  t lie  capitol,  by  a 
lean,  hungry,  starved-lookiiig  man,  who  met  him  at 
every  turn,  and  the  vision  of  whose  ghaslly  lace 
haunted  nun  even  in  Ins  hours  ol  rest.  This  man 
had  been  one  of  the  real  laboring  men — a sub  con- 
tractor— wlio  had  macadamized  the  beautiful  ave- 
nue immediately  in  front  of  the  capitol,  during  a 
a period  of  deep  calamity  and  distress  in  the  city. 
When  the  cholera  prevailed.  The  superintendent 
of  the  work  having  reserved  the  right  to  abrogate 
the  contract  lor  any  delay  or  suspension  of  Ihe 
work,  refused  to  permit  the  contractor  to  suspend 
it,  hut  sent  physicians  amongst  the  laborers  to  ad- 
vise them  not  to  work  early  m the  morning  or  late 
in  the  evening,  and  not  to  work  hard  at  any  time. 
Disease,  death,  and  alarm  dispersed  the  greater  part 
of  the  operative  force,-  the  contractor  was  ruined, 
and  ttie  sub-contractor  was  involved  m all  the  worst 
consequences  of  the  lailiue,  and  in  debt  for  a great 
part  of  the  labor.  He  had  repeatedly  been  impris- 
oned for  debt,  and  separated  from  an  interesting 
family  for  want  ol  bread  to  feed  them  ; disease  had 
followed,  and  the  man  was  now,  and  had  been,  for 
many  months  here  soliciting  justice  at  the  bands  of 
the  government,  in  a state  of  actual  suffering  for 
the  comforts  of  life,  wtiile  this  government  owed 
him  upwards  of  live  thousand  dollars,  which  for 
years  he  had  been  begging  for — yes,  begging  for  jus- 
tice— for  he  is  broken  m spirit,  and  suffering  lias  al  - 
most  made  him  mad.  The  senate,  (Mr.  C.  said,) 
had  at  last  passed  a bill  for  bis  relief,  and  this  day, 
while  tile  bouse  was  in  session,  the  committee  over 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  preside,  (and  it  was  a 
high  honor  to  preside  over  that  committee,  for  they 
earned  tlieirdaily  bread,)  had  examined  the  bill,  and 
ordered  him  to  ask  leave  to  report  it  without  amend- 
ment, and  ask  a departure  from  all  the  rules  which 
might  obstruct  its  commitment  to  a committee  of 
the  whole;  and  he  would  even  ask  that  it  should 
go  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  oil  the  state  of  the 
■union. 

Mr.  C.  begged  leave  to  add  that  he  had  some 
doubt  whether  this  man  had  not  to  day  committed 
a breach  of  the  privileges  of  t lie  house,  lor  when 
the  committee  of  claims  emerged  from  their  room, 
tile  poor  fellow,  as  usual,  was  in  waiting  at  the  door 
in  fear  and  trembling,  and  on  being  told  the  com- 
mittee had  decided  to  recommend  to  the  house  to 
pass  his  bill,  and  that  every  effort  would  be  made  to 
get  it  through,  his  sallow  face  turned  pale  as  death, 
and  the  fountains  of  his  eyes  overflowed,  ami  the 
members  of  the  committee,  without  exception, 
though  not  greatly  given  to  “the  melting  mood,” 
joined  in  the  poor  fellow’s  undignified  expression 
offeeling.  He,  unfortunate  man.  again  saw  in  pros- 
pect Ins  suffering  wile  and  little  ones  assembled 
around  him,  and  himself  free  from  the  danger  of  a 
return  to  hi3  prison — it  depended  upon  the  house 
whether  it  should  be  so  or  not. 

[The  good  feeling  of  the  house  was  manifested 
by  a general  cry  ol  “leave,  leave.”  Ihe  hill  was 
afterwards  specially  taken  up  in  committee,  report- 
ed to  the  house,  and  passed  after  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning.] 
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Letter  from  the  secretary  of  stale  to  the  governor  of 
Maine. 

Department  of  state , 
Washington , February  26,  1839. 

Sir:  In  acknowledging,  bv  direction  of  the  pre 
sidenf,  yonr  communications  to  him  of  the  IStli  are 
19th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  recent  occurrences 
in  the  disputed  territory,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 


autho: ities  of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick  growing 
out  of  them,  I tiave  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
your  excellency  copies  of  a message  this  day  trans- 
mitted by  the  president  to  congress,  and  of  a note 
lrom  the  British  minister,  with  my  answer. 

From  the  last  mentioned  paper,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  president  entirely  concurs  with  your 
excellency  in  denying  the  existence  ol  any  such 
agreement  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  as  that  appealed  to  on  behalf  of  ’he  latter, 
and  supposed  to  give  tier,  pending  the  boundary 
question,  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  in 
dispute.  It  is  hop;  d that,  in  consequence  of  the 
representations  upon  this  head,  conveyed  through 
my  note  to  Mr.  Fox,  to  the  auttioi ities  of  New 
Brunswick,  any  further  advance  of  British  troops 
towards  or  into  the  territory  will  he  suspended; 
that  this  will  be  the  signal  lor  the  cessation  of  all 
military  array  and  movements  on  bolh  sides  of  the 
hue,  and  lor  the  simultaneous  release  ol  the  agenls 
of  the  respective  parties  now  in  custody;  and  that 
the  renewed  eiforts  now  making  to  effect  an  amica- 
ble adjustment  of  the  principal  difference,  will  at  an 
eaily  day  be  successful. 

If,  unfortunately,  the  president  should  be  disap- 
pointed in  this  expectation,  your  excellency  may 
rest  assured  of  the  disposition  and  readiness  of  the 
executive  branch  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  to  perform  such  further  duties  as  maybe  im- 
posed upon  him  by  cii cumstances. 

Looking,  in  the  mean  time,  to  a satisfactory  ter- 
mination of  present  difficulties,  the  president  in- 
structs me  to  suggest  lo  your  excellency  the  expe- 
diency of  a mutual  understanding  between  the  au- 
thorities of  Maine  and  those  of  New  Brunswick, 
for  tfie  prevention  of  further  depredations  upon  the 
territory  in  dispute.  Such  an  understanding,  dic- 
tated by  a proper. spirit  of  foi  bearance,  and  the  mu- 
tual desire  lor  the  preservation  of  peace  which  is 
supposed  to  prevail  on  both  sides  of  the  line,  might, 
it  is  believed,  be  easily  effected,  with  an  express 
reservation  that  it  should  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
impair  the  right  of  the  parties,  whether  to  tile  ac- 
tual proprietary  title  or  the  temporary  jurisdiction 
of  either  over  the  disputed  territory,  or  any  portion 
of  it.  No  objection  is  perceived  to  this  < onrse. 
Should  the  governor  of  New  Brunswick  be  dispos- 
ed to  acquiesce,  it  may  be,  as  to  its  duration,  until 
Ihe  decision  of  the  British  government-  in  the  mat- 
ter can  be  obtained  ; and  if,  lor  reasons  which  can- 
not be  apprehended,  an  arrangement  of  the  charac- 
ter referred  to  should  prove  impracticable  with  the 
local  authorities,  the  president,  on  being  informed 
thereof,  will  use  endeavors  to  make  such  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  government  of  Great  Britain.  It 
would  be  lamentable,  indeed,  and  presents  a singu- 
lar spectacle,  if,  while  the  parties  to  whom  it  be- 
longs to  adjust  the  main  point  in  controversy  are 
engaged  in  discussions  with  a sincere  desire  to 
bring  them  to  a satisfactory  result,  the  peace  of  the 
country,  and  the  real  and  best  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple more  directly  concerned,  were  lo  be  involved 
by  disagreements  between  the  local  authorities  up- 
on points  of  secondary  importance,  and  susceptible, 
as  it  is  believtd,  of  being  easily  reconciled.  It 
would  produce  consequences  which  the  nation  at 
large  could  not  but  deplore,  arid  which  the  presi- 
dent believes,  the  government  and  people  ofMaine 
are  as  anxious  as  he  is  lo  use  every  effort  to  avert. 

I have  the  honor  to  be.  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

His  excellency  John  Fairfield, 

Governor  of  Maine,  Augusta. 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  February  23,  1839. 

Sir  : T have  this  day  received  a despatch  from 
major  general  sir  John  Harvey.,  lieutenant  governor 
of  the  province  ot  New  Brunswick,  containing  the 
enclosed  proclamation,  issued  by  his  excellency  on 
the  13th  instant,  and  conveying  lo  me  the  informa- 
tion of  an  unjustifiable  incursion  into  a part  of  the 
disputed  territory,  situated  on  the  Restook  river,  by 
an  armed  body  of  militia  from  the  state  of  Maine, 
acting,  to  all  appearance,  under  the  authority  oi 
the  government  of  the  state. 

The  professed  object  of  this  incursion  is  stated  to 
be  to  capture  or  drive  away  a party  of  persons  who 
are  alleged  to  be  trespassing  and  cutting  timber  on 
lands  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Restook  river. 
But  it  is  well-known  that  all  that  part  of  the  ilispu 
fed  territory  is  placed  under  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion of  her  majesty’s  authority,  and  that  it  is  bound 
lo  remain  so,  by  explicit  agreement  between  the 
rovernments  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  until  Ihe  final  settlement  of  the  question  of 
he  northeastern  boundary. 

Her  majesty’s  officers,  therefore,  cannot  permit 
any  act  of  authority,  such  as  is  now  attempted  by 
the  state  of  Maine,  to  be  exercised  within  the  ter- 


ritory in  question  ; and  it  will  become  t lit-  bounden 
duty  ol  the  lieutenant  governor  ol  New  Brunswick 
lo  resist  the  attempt,  and  to  expel  by  lorce  the  mi- 
litia of  Maine,  if  the  present  incursion  be  persist- 
ed in. 

Under  these  circumstances,  1 invoke  the  imme- 
diate interference  of  the  general  government  ol  the 
United  States,  to  prevent  the  threatened  collision, 
by  causing  the  authorities  of  Maine  to  withdraw 
voluntarily  their  militia  toice,  and  to  desist,  in  obe- 
dience to  t tie  agreement  subsisting  between  the 
two  nations,  from  their  present  unwarrantable  pio- 
ceeriing. 

1 avail  myself  of  this  occasion  lo  renew  to  you 
the  assurance  of  my  high  respect  and  consideration. 

H.  S.  FOX. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr.  Fox. 

Department  of  stale, 

Washington,  Feb.  25,  1839. 

Sir  : Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  calling  upon 
the  general  government  to  interfile  to  prevent  a 
collision  between  the  govtrnun  nts  of  New  Bruns- 
wick and  the  state  of  Maine,  which  j on  appreln  nd 
will  be  the  consequence  ot  a recent  atien  pt  made 
by  tl  e state  authorities  to  exptl  trespasser  upon 
Ihe  public  lands  in  the  terriloiy  in  dispute  between 
the  governments  of  Ihe  -United  States  and  her  Bii- 
tannic  majesty,  has  been  laid  before  the  president, 
who,  alter  a careful  examination  of  its  contents, 
has  instructed  me  to  reply , that' your  ow  n note,  and 
the  proclamation  of  sir  John  Harvey,  the  lieuienant 
governor  of  New  Brunswick,  which  was  sent  with 
it,  have  been  both  prepared  under  erroneous  im- 
pressions as  to  the  facts  oi  the  transaction  to  which 
they  relate. 

Communications  from  the  government  of  Maine 
enable  me  lo  state  to  jon,  that  the  recent  move- 
ment in  the  disputed  territory  was  founded  upon-a 
resolution  of  the  legislature,  a copy  cl  which  is 
herewith  enclosed.  You  will  peiceive  that  no  mili- 
tary occupation  of  the  territoiy  was  contemplated, 
the  sole  object  having  been  to  remove  trespassers, 
who,  in  violation  of  the  right  of  property,  to  whom- 
soever it  may  belong,  and  the  declared  intenlions 
of  bolh  governments,  were  gradually  and  hourly  di- 
minishing its  value.  From  the  authority  given  to 
the  agents  of  the  slate  ol  Maine,  arid  horn  inlorma- 
tion  ol  undoubted  authenticity,  it  is  known  that  the 
persons  engaged  in  this  affair,  although  armed,  from 
an  apprehension  of  resistance  Irom  the  laige  body 
of  armed  lawless  aggressors  on  the  public  domain, 
wTere  not  detailed  iiom  tile  militia  ol  the  state  lor 
that  purpose,  but  were  imployed  by  the  lantl  agent 
ol  Maine  and  one  of  her  sheriff's,  w ho  vv  ere  to  (iin  ct 
and  control  all  their  movements.  Had  the  sole  and 
avowed  object  been  accomplished,  the  party  would 
have  'inmediately  withdrawn,  leaving  the  territory 
in  all  other  respects  in  the  condition  in  which  it 
was  found  by  them.  This  termination  ol  the  enfi  r- 
prize  has  been  thus  far  suspended  by  the  unexpect- 
ed seizure  and  detention  ol  the  land  agent  ol  Maine, 
who  was  arrested  by  the  trespassers  when  in  the 
act  of  putting  himself  in  communication  with  the 
agent  of  the  government  ol  New  Brunswick,  ap- 
pointed by  the  government  to  wa’ch  the  trespassers 
he  had  himself  been  directed  to  arrest  or  drive  off'. 
Her  majesty’s  government  cannot  be  surprised, 
however,  much  as  it  may  regret,  with  the  president, 
that  Maine  had  thought  heiself  compelled  to  adopt 
some  decisive  movement  on  the  subject,  when  it  is 
recollected  that,  as  long  ago  as  the  y°ar  1829,  Mr. 
Clay,  then  secretary  of  state,  apprised  the  British 
minister,  sir  Charles  Vaughan,  on  the  occurrence  of 
similar  hut  less  extensive  violations  ol  the  property 
in  question,  alleged  to  have  been  authorized  by  the 
colonial  government,  that  if  such  trespasses  were 
authorized  or  countenanced  on  the  disputed  territo- 
ry, it  w as  not  to  be  expected  that  the  s ate  of  Maine 
would  abstain  from  the  adoption  ot  preventive  mea- 
sures. It  is  true  that,  in  the  present  instance,  the 
trespassers  were  not  believed  to  have  been  either 
countenanced  or  authorized  by  her  majesty’s  colo- 
nial government;  but  that  circumstancss  would  it- 
self lean  to  some  surprise  at  the  excitement  produ- 
ced by  an  act  equally  required  by  the  interests  of 
both  nations.  Sir  John  Harvey  has,  indeed,  subse- 
quently taken  measures  which  prove  his  own  con- 
viction of  the  necessity  ot  interference  on  the  part 
of  one  or  both  governments  to  arrest  a systematised 
plundering  of  the  public  domain.  The  president 
hopes,  therefore,  that  as  you  will  perceive  that  there 
was  no  military  occupation  attempted,  that  the  ob- 
ject in  view  was  perfectly  lawful,  the  necessity  of 
it  being  acknowledged  by  the  act  ol  sir  John  Har- 
vey ; that  as  soon  as  the  purpose  is  accomplished, 
the  agent  and  his  assistants  will,  as  heretofore  on 
like  occasions,  be  vv  it  lid  raw  n,  that  you  will  not  fi"d 
it  difficult  to  sati.-fv  her  majesty’s  colonial  authori- 
ties that  there  can  be  no  occasion  for  collision  with 
Maine,  growing  out  of  this  renewed  exercise,  on  her 
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part,  of  an  oft  asserted  right  due  to  herself,  and  use- 
ful, in  this  instance,  to  her  majesty’s  government, 
whatever  may  the  result  of  the  pending  negotiation, 
especially  on  the  supposition  that  the  territory  in 
question  should  be  hereafter  found  to  belong  to  the 
Bi  itish  provinces. 

In  that  event,  the  president  persuades  himself, 
from  the  known  disposition  and  long  tried  forbear- 
ance of  t tie  state  authorities,  that  he  will  find  it 
easy  to  prevent  any  military  array  on  the  territory 
on  the  part  of  Maine,  or  procure  the  voluntary  dis- 
bandment of  any  militia  that  may  have  been  brought 
together  from  the  apprehension  of  a collision  with 
the  colonial  government.  The  propriety  of  the 
prompt  release,  on  each  side,  of  the  agents  of  the 
state  and  colonial  governments  who  have  been  ar- 
rested, as  the  president  believes,  under  a mutual 
misapprehension,  is  so  obvious,  that  he  takes  it  for 
granted  they  will  be  respectively  set  at  liberly,  if 
that  has  not  been  already  done. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  conclude 
this  communication  without  further  remark;  but 
there  is  another  error  in  your  letter,  of  so  grave  a 
character  that,  to  avoid  all  possibility  of  misappre- 
hension, the  president  has  made  it  incumbent  upon 
me  to  call  it  to  your  especial  notice.  It  is  the  as- 
sertion “that  it  is  well  known  that  all  that  part  of 
the  disputed  territory  is  placed  under  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  her  majesty’s  authority;  and  that  it 
is  bound  to  remain  so,  by  explicit  agreement  be- 
tween the  governments  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  until  the  final  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion of  the  northwestern  boundary.”  That  Great 
Britain  has  sought,  on  several  occasions,  to  prove, 
argumentatively,  that  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
rested  with  her  until  the  final  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion, I shall  not  controvert;  but  the  question  of 
title  and  of  the  right  of  jurisdiction  as  consequent 
thereon,  or  as  resulting  from  the  previous  exercise 
thereof,  has  been  a subject  of  continued  controver- 
sy between  the  two  governments,  in  respect  to 
which  neither  has  released  or  waived  its  claims. 
So  far  from  any  relinquishment  of  right  of  jurisdic- 
tion having  been  made,  or  any  agreement,  either 
express  or  implied,  entered  into  on  the  part  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  of  the  nature  al- 
leged by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  affirmed  also  in  your  note  of  the  23d  in- 
stant, it  will  appear  from  the  whole  course  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  two  governments,  ex- 
tending through  a series  of  years,  that  that  of  the 
United  States  has  throughout,  and  on  frequent  oc- 
casions, solemnly  protested  as  well  against  the  ex- 
istence of  the  right  of  the  exclusive  possession  and 
jurisdiction, as  to  the  exercise  thereof;  and  has,  upon 
every  proper  occasion,  asserted  that  both  belonged 
to  Maine  and  to  the  United  States.  The  assertion 
now  made,  therefore,  appears  to  the  president  to  be 
so  extraordinary,  that  I am  instructed  to  ask  from 
you  a full  explanation  of  the  ground  upon  which  it 
is  placed,  as  the  president  owes  it  in  duty  to  the 
general  and  state  governments  that  the  error  may 
be  traced  to  its  source,  and  that  the  two  govern- 
ments may  know  distinctly,  and  without  delay,  the 
true  extent  of  their  understanding  on  this  point, 
that  no  unfortunate  or  fatal  consequences  shall  spring 
from  any  misconception  on  either  side  in  respect  to 
it.  In  the  present  state  of  the  intercourse  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  American  continent,  and  the 
rapidity  with  which  her  majesty’s  government  can 
be  consulted  on  all  questions  arising  with  this  gov- 
ernment, or  in  her  majesty’s  possessions,  the  presi- 
dent believes  that  this  state  of  the  question  should, 
of  itself,  furnish  an  amply  sufficient  reason  to  pre- 
vent any  hasty  action  on  the  part  of  the  colonial 
government  which  may  lead  to  results  fatal  to  the 
good  understanding,  and  eminently  hurtful  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  two  countries. 

I cannot  take  leave  of  this  subject  without  ad- 
verting to  the  delay  of  her  majesty’s  government  in 
making  some  decisive  proposition  to  advance  the 
final  settlement  of  the  question  of  boundary,  thus 
exposing  the  two  governments,  as  the  present  con- 
dition of  things  on  the  frontier  too  clearly  shows, 
to  consequences  which  neither  can  look  to  without 
pain,  and  full  of  mortification  to  that  one  to  whom 
any  unnecessary  procrastination  may  be  justly  at- 
tributable. 

I avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  you  assur 
ances  of  the  high  respect  and  consideration,  with 
which  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Mr.  Fox  lo  Mr.  Forsyth. 

Washington,  February  25,  1839. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  written  in 
reply  to  a communication  which  I addressed  to  you 
on  the  23d  instant,  upon  the  subject  of  the  dispute 
that  has  arisen  between  the  governments  of  New 
Brunswick  and  Maine. 


With  reference  to  that  portion  of  your  letter 
which  treats  of  the  questionof  the  actual  jurisdiction, 
pending  the  negotiation  for  the  settlement  of  tne 
disputed  boundary,  I deeply  regret  to  find  that  the 
government  ol  the  United  States  is  now  placed  di- 
rectly at  variance  with  the  government  of  her  ma- 
jesty, in  its  understanding  of  that  question. 

I shall  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  your  letter  to 
her  majesty’s  government,  in  order  that  I may  be 
able  to  convey  to  you,  if  necessary,  a lull  know- 
ledge of  the  views  and  intentions  of  Great  Britain 
upon  this  part  of  the  subject.  1 confine  myself,  for 
the  present,  to  protesting,  in  the  most  formal  man 
ner,  against  the  views  set  forth  in  that  part  of  your 
letter  to  which  I am  referring.  I adopted  this 
course,  in  preference  to  entering  at  once  into  a 
detailed  discussion  of  the  matter,  because,  in  the 
first  place,  1 shall  best  be  able  to  do  so  after  a direct 
communication  with  my  government ; and,  in  the 
second  place,  because  I entertain  the  hope  than  an 
early  settlement  of  the  general  question  of  the  dis- 
puted boundary  may  render  this  subordinate  point 
of  difference  of  little  moment. 

I avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you 
the  assurance  of  my  high  respect  and  considera- 
tion. H.  S.  FOX. 

The  hon.  John  Forsyth,  4'C.  fyc.  fyc. 


THE  MAINE  CONTROVERSY. 

In  senate,  February  27,  1839. 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  United  Sta'es, 
with  a memorandum  of  a specific  character,  signed 
by  the  secretary  of  state  and  the  British  minister, 
(the  former  of  which  was  published  in  page  14, 
and  the  latter  in  page  1G,  of  the  “Register,”)  to- 
gether with  various  other  documents  on  the  subject 
ot  the  Maine  and  New  Brunswick  difficulties,  having 
been  received  and  read  in  the  senate — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine,  spoke  for  some  time,  but 
in  a voice  so  low,  and  accompanied  with  so  much 
noise,  that  the  reporter  could  understand  almost  no- 
thing'of  what  he  said.  He  especially  insisted  that, 
however  much  the  consequences  that  might  be  ap- 
prehended were  to  be  deplored,  still  the  rights  of 
Maine  were  in  no  case  to  be  sacrificed. 

Mr.  Preston  said  that  he  would  not  allow  himself 
to  participate  in  the  despondency  with  whic  i the 
senator  (Mr.  Williams)  regarded  the  condition  of 
affairs  on  the  Main.-:  frontier,  or  to  believe  that  the 
recommendaloiy  suggestions  in  Ihe  memorandum 
signed  by  Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Fox  would  be  in- 
efficacious in  suspending  the  hostile  proceedings  in 
the  disputed  territory.  We  have  been  sudden!)  and 
unexpectedly  hurried  into  an  attitude  menacing  the 
most  serious  results,  and  placing  us  at  once,  with- 
out any  previous  action  of  this  government,  upon 
the  very  edge  of  war.  Indeed,  nothing  could  have 
been  more  unexpected  to  the  public  mind,  or  to  the 
constituted  authorities  of  this  government,  than  the 
startling  events  which  have  astounded  us  tor  the  last 
few-  days.  We  may  welt  judge  from  our  own  ex- 
citement how  much  more  intensely  agitated  are  the, 
feelings  of  those  who  are  in  the  immediate  presence 
of  those  events,  and  participators  in  them.  It  is, 
therefore,  most  desirable  that  there  should  be  a mo- 
ment of  pause  allowed  for  our  own  deliberations, 
and  some  time  given  to  the  angry  parties  on  the 
frontier  to  consider  of  their  position,  and  to  right 
themselves,  if,  in  a moment  of  heat,  either  has  fal- 
len into  error.  This  most  desirable  end  the  memo- 
randum of  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Fox  seems  lo  have 
in  view,  and  if  received  by  the  governors  of  Maine 
and  New  Bmnswick  in  a corresponding  spirit,  w ill 
leave  the  adjustment  of  their  differences  lo  Ihe  dis- 
passionate discussion  of  the  governments  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  to  whom  properly 
and  exclusively  belongs  the  decision  of  the  great 
question  of  war  or  peace. 

Nothing  could  be  more  improper  in  every  point  of 
view,  or  more  to  be  deploied,  than  that  a loreign  war 
should  be  superinduced  by  a precipitate  collision  of 
conterminous  authorities,  superseding  the  cautious 
deliberations  of  the  great  nations  whose  destiny  will 
be  so  deeply  implicated  in  the  contest.  The  ques- 
tion of  foreign  vvai  belongs  to  this  government ; and 
I beg  leave  to  assure  the  honorable  senator  that, 
whenever  the  interest  or  honor  of  his  state  shall,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  government,  make  an  appeal  lo 
arms  necessary  for  their  vindication,  I,  and  I believe 
the  state  of  South  Carolina,  will  as  freely  take  them 
tip  in  her  defence  as  if  the  affront  or  injury  had  been 
suffered  by  ourselves.  I know,  sir,  that  the  state  of 
Maine  has  been  subjected  to  much  justly  calculated 
to  aggrieve  and  excite  her,  and  I cannot  lorbear  to 
add  that,  in  iny  judgment,  the  negotiation?  for  her 
relief  have  not  been  urged  with  sufficient  earnest- 
ness, or  her  rights  insisted  on  in  a tone  as  peremp- 
tory as  (heir  unequivocal  character  fully  justified. 
Her  title  (o  the  disputed  territory  is  unquestionable, 
and  obtained,  at  the  last  session,  the  unanimous 


sanction  of  this  body,  alter  a most  careful  examina- 
tion. This  would  have  authorized  the  mo.-t  decisive 
(1  -mauds  Irvin  our  gove  n:nt  nt  on  that  of  G eat  Bri- 
tain; and,  it  they  have  not  been  urged,  Maine  may 
have  cause  of  complaint.  But  as  her  claims  wne 
the  subject  of  actual  negotiation,  and  her  territoiy, 
in  regard  to  which  that  negotiation  was  pending, 
w as  subject  lo  provisional  arrangement  by  an  under- 
standing between  the  governments,  it  is  certainly 
due  to  tnis  government  that  it  be  consulted,  il  possi- 
ble, upon  any  matters  affecting  these  relations;  or, 
if  this  w as  not  deemed  proper,  I could  have  wished, 
at  all  events,  that  it  had  been  thought  advisable  by 
that  state  to  have  notified  the  Biitisli  authorities  of 
the  trespass  of  which  she  complains,  and  ol  the 
inode  in  which  she  intended  to  correct  it.  This  might 
have  produced  mutual  explanations, and  perhaps  co- 
operation in  the  correction  of  the  evil ; or,  if  not,  the 
British  authorities,  by  their  countenance  ot  the  ma- 
rauders, would  have  been  placed  flagrantly  in  the 
wrong.  That  this  was  possible,  may,  in  some  t!e= 
gree,  be  inferred  from  the  prompt  and  high  lone  of 
the  British  coirespondence,  and  from  the  preposte- 
rous assertion  of  the  claim  to  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  the  disputed  territory. 

This  unwarrantable  and  most  extraordinary  as- 
sumption in  regard  to  exclusive  jurisdiction,  may 
perhaps  itself  furnish  the  grounds  ot  a future  amica- 
ble adjustment  ol  these  differences.  Sir  John  Har- 
vey is  clearly  mistaken.  His  government,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  wifi  correct  his  error,  and  avow  that  he 
has  misunderstood  his  orders.  The  British  govern- 
ment will  not  have  the  hardihood  lo  set  up  such  a 
pretension;  and  as  the  military  operations  ol  sir 
John  are  founded  on  this  mistake,  it  is  clearly  the 
part  of  wisdom  to  pause  until  his  government  has 
an  opportunity  to  rectify  it. 

However  this  may  be,  the  recommendatory  con- 
vention belore  us  is  calculated  to  put  the  parties  in 
the  condition  they  occupied  before  the  occurrence 
ol  these  untoward  events ; to  put  the  rights  ot  Maine 
again  in  the  keeping  of  this  government,  where  the 
constitution  and  the  progress  of  the  negotiation  de- 
posited them  ; and,  above  all,  to  leave  upon  the  two 
governments  themselves  the  high  responsibility  of 
peace  or  war. 

I cannot,  Mr.  President,  refrain  from  commending, 
in  emphatic  terms,  the  spirit  of  moderation  and  fniri- 
ness  which  has  characterized  the  conduct  of  the  ad- 
ministration in  the  difficult  emergency  upon  which 
we  have  been  thrown.  It  has  my  hearty  approba- 
tion, and  1 cannot  but  hope,  as  I most  ardently  wish, 
that  a policy  commenced  under  such  favorable  aus- 
pices may  eventuate  in  the  re-establishment  and 
consolidation  of  pacific  relations.  But  if,  unhappily, 
it  should  be  otherwise,  why  then  I pledge  mysell  to 
the  senator  from  Maine,  and  to  the  country,  that  I 
will  not  slop  to  count  the  cost  when  duty  anti  patri- 
otism demand,  as  they  will  then  demand,  a solemn 
appeal  to  (he  last  reason  ol  nations. 

Mr.  Davis  said : I believe,  Air.  President,  I feel 
as  much  on  Ibis  subject  as  the  senator  from  South 
Carolina,  who  has  just  exhorted  us  to  temperance, 
patience,  and  loibearance,  till  this  question  shall  be 
adjusted.  But  I wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
senate  for  a moment  to  some  portions  of  the  history 
of  this  negotiation,  that  we  may  see  where  we  now 
stand.  The  proposition  for  a mutual  understanding 
was,  that  the  two  parties  should  remain  as  they  were, 
and  that  each  should  continue  to  hold  jurisdiction  and 
possession  of  the  disputed  territory  just  so  far  as  they 
liad  already  been  obtained  by  the  parties,  respec- 
tively. And  now,  what  is  our  altitude  in  regard  to 
this  whole  business?  I took  some  pains,  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion  at  the  last  session,  to  ex- 
amine this  matter  through,  to  see  what  was  the  true 
condition  of  our  diplomatic  arrangements,  and  it  will 
be  found  that  this  must  be  the  result  of  the  whole: 
That  Great  Britain,  on  her  part,  has  decisively  re- 
fused to  comply  with  a demand  for  a negotiation  on 
the  question  as  to  where  was  the  boundary  by  Ihe 
treaty  of  1783.  The  government  of  the  United  States 
has  again  and  again  mged  that  certain  marks,  monu- 
ments, and  boundaries,  pointed  out  by  that  treaty, 
were  lo  be  ascertained  ; but  she  says  the  negotiation 
on  that  topic  is  exhausted,  and,  though  she  is  will- 
ing to  negotiate  for  a conventional  line,  she  will  not 
negotiate  in  regard  to  the  line  of  that  treaty.  Here 
the  matter  rested,  and  Maine  was  consulted  by  the 
United  States  government,  w hether  she  was  willing 
to  have  the  question  settled  by  determining  on  a 
coventional  line.  To  this  proposition  Maine  gave  a 
flat  refusal.  She  would  not,  in  any  case,  consent  to 
a conventional  line,  but  she  was  willing,  in  any  w ay, 
to  determine  and  settle  the  line  of  the  treaty.  The 
United  States  government  now  determined  that,  un- 
less Maine  would  consent,  they  had  no  power  to  ne- 
gotiate further,  because  tln-y  had  no  power  lo  nego- 
1 1 a ' e away  any  portion  of  Maine.  That  is  where  the 
diplomatic  correspondence  places  it,  as  i then  show  - 
ed by  letters  of  Mr.  Vaughan,  Mr.  Forsyth,  and 
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other  ^e.itleine concerned  in  I lie  negotiation  ; and 
Mr.  Forsyth  declared,  in  regard  to  the  negotiation, 
that  it  was  perfectly  hopeless  to  renew  it,  because 
the  British  government  had  again  and  again  said 
that  tney  wonld  not  negotiate  on  the  treaty  ot  1733, 
wiiicti  was  the  only  basis  to  which  M due  woul.i 
agree  ; and  whoever  will  examine  the  correspond- 
ence will  see  that  1 am  borne  oat  in  these  state- 
ments. 

Sir,  I am  not  about  to  oppose  this  proposition,  or 
anv  propositions  which  may  be  presented  of  a pa- 
cific character,  and  w hicti  are  merely  to  bring  Maine 
and  New  Brunswick  back  to  where  they  stood. 
But,  without  regard  to  that  proposition,  I will  pio- 
ceed  to  one  conclusion  further.  Although  the  plan 
now  proposed  may  put  o if,  lor  a time,  the  evil  day  ; 
although  it  may  relieve  our  present  embarrass- 
ments, and  may  place  us  for  the  lime  out  of  the 
belligerent  attitude,  yet,  I ask,  what  is  the  prospect 
that  we  will  bring  tnis  matter  to  a close,  and  that 
w • shall  escape  an  uitim  its  collision  ? Supposing 
the  two  countries  now  go  tuck  to  Ibis  conflicting 
jurisdiction,  and  proceed  in  the  manner  in  which 
thev  have  heretofore  proceeded,  as  1 have  already 
said,  the  conflict  there  grows  directly  out  of  this 
dispute  about  jurisdiction.  These  confl  cling  juris- 
dictions run  imo  each  other;  they  have  no  ascer- 
tained bound, tries  or  limits,  and  hence  it  is  that  citi 
zens  of  Maine  Nave  again  and  again  been  arrested 
and  dragged  to  New  Brunswick  by  her  civil  au- 
thorities, and  there  convicted,  pardoned,  and  sent 
back.  Through  all  this  it  has  liapp  med  that,  when- 
ever it  was  necessary  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
country,  the  United  States  government  has  stepped 
in  as  a mediator,  Ihe  citizens  of  Maine  have  been 
released,  and  peace  anil  harmony  for  the  time  re- 
stored as  far  as  they  could  be.  In  that  course  tilings 
have  gone  on  till  they  have  created  a public  feel- 
ing, a sense  of  wrong  and  indignity  which,  1 tuink, 
cannot  much  longer  he  endured  Sir,  they  cannot 
go  forward  in  the  present  state  of  things.  If  the 
two  governments  think  that  they  can  maintain 
peace  and  harmony  without  great  zeal  and  energy, 
i/i  settling  this  question,  th -y  flatter  themselves 
with  Hopes  that  will  prove  vain  and  groundless. 

I have  risen,  Mr.  President,  to  make  these  re- 
marks, and  to  present  this  piece  of  diplomatic  his- 
tory, to  show  the  senate  that,  if  the  proposition  now 
before  us  is  not  followed  up  by  speedy  and  efficient 
measures  for  a final  settlement  of  the  question,  we 
should  be  just  as  w'ell  off  without  that  protocol  (the 
memorandum)  as  with  it.  The  conflict  must  come, 
an  t th^se  difficulties  cannot  be  adjusted  unless  the 
main  question  is  finally  settled.  The  only  desire 
by  which  1 have  now  been  actuated  is,  that  the 
senate  should  be  acquainted  with  these  facts,  and 
when  they  c imprehend  them,  I am  fully  persuaded 
that  they  will  arrive  at  the  same  result  at  which  1 
have  arrived.  I concur  fully  with  the  senator  from 
Maine,  who  preceded  me,  that  unless  something 
effectual  should  be  done  in  the  settlement  of  the 
principal  question  of  territory,  the  citizens  of  Maine 
cannot  be  quieted,  and  such  an  arrangement  as  that 
now  belo"e  us  can  never  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  R'igzles  said  Maine  could  have  no  induce- 
ment to  rush  herself,  or  to  chaw  the  country  need- 
lessly, into  a war;  for  it  is  evident  that  she  wonld 
herself  receive  the  first,  the  second,  the  third,  and 
the  last  blovv  in  such  a conflict.  She  was  on  the 
very  frontier  that  was  menaced,  and  the  war  would 
be  chiefly  on  her  own  borders.  Her  commerce  ami 
ail  her  interests  on  the  ocean  would  bj  destroyed  at 
once  on  the  declaration  of  war.  It  was  impossible 
to  conceive  the  extent  of  the  inischiefthat  would  be 
done  to  her  interests  ; and  could  it,  therefore,  be 
supposed  that  she  had  set  herself  in  such  a position 
as  she  now  occupied  without  great  consideration,  or 
without  being  compelled  to  take  it  lor  the  preser- 
vation of  her  h inor  and  her  rights  ? 

Sir,  ( said  Mr.  II.)  what  is  Ihe  aspect  of  this  mat- 
ter as  it  now  stands  ? Maine  claims  the  jitrisdicl  ion 
over  that  portion  of  the  country  which  is  now  the 
scene  of  the  contest;  not  over  the  whole  disputed 
territory,  but  over  that  particular  part  of  it  ; or,  if 
she  does  not  claim  exclusive  jurisdiction,  at  least, 
she  claims  a right  lo  that  sort  of  jurisdiction  which 
she  has  held  for  many  years  p.ist,  and  of  which  she 
lta=  never  been  dispossessed.  In  maintaining  that 
sort  of  jurisdiction  she  found  it  necessary  to  arrest  a 
band  of  depredators,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  destruction  of  her  properly.  In  this  attempt 
she  was  resisted  by  them,  arid  by  them  her  agent 
was  seized  and  carried  away  ; and  this  act  ol  vi- 
olence on  their, part  was  ratified  by  the  New 
Brunswick  authorities,  by  whom,  also,  the  demand 
was  in  ide  that  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  terri- 
tory should  he  conceded  lo  Gre.it  Britain.  This  de- 
in  rid  cannot  be  c imjdied  with  unless  by  yielding  a 
right  of  Maine  which  I h is  government  has  recogni- 
sed ; that  is  a right  to  a mixed  jurisdiction,  or  the 


right  lo  bp  there,  at  least,  to  protect  the  property  in 
dispute  from  ravages  by  a tlnrd  party.  Sir,  she  lias 
done  no  more,  but  has  exercised  her  authority  pre- 
cisely as  she  hail  done  before,  tor  on  several  occa- 
sions she  has  driven  otf  depi edators  from  this  terri- 
tory. Maine,  therefore,  cannot  c mseiit,  on  such  a 
demand  as  has  been  made,  lo  withdraw  her  forces. 
Yet  it  seems  tins  government  is  now  prepared  to 
require  it  of  her  ; and  by  what  right  do  they  re- 
quire it  ? Sir  John  Harvey  is  now  declaring  that  be 
will,  by  a Military  force,  arre«t  every  person  that  he 
may  find  in  that  territory,  ami  bring  them  to  punish- 
ment. Is  there  any  authority  for  this  from  U.is  gov- 
ernment ? The  government  of  Maine  now  Calls  on 
this  government  to  aid  her  in  defending  territory 
rightfully  belonging  to  Maine;  and  1 ask  if  this 
is  not  a case  when  we  may  ask  the  president  to  call 
out  the  forces  of  the  country  to  repel  invasion  ? 
That  is  precisely  what  ihe  governor  of  Maine  lias 
done.  But  the  president  appears  not  to  apprehend 
that  that  case  lias  arisen  in  which  he  is  lo  delet'd 
tlie  territory  of  Maine,  though  lie  has  said  that  if 
New  Brunswick  persevere  in  asserting  by  arms  a 
right  to  exclusive  jurisdiction,  he  would  then  con 
sider  it  an  occasion  in  which  he  would  be  required 
to  repel  invasion.  Sir.  Ibis  is  not  to  recover  a ter- 
ritory, but  the  object  is  to  repel  invasion  ; or,  now 
that  invasion  is  loudly  threatened,  it  ought  to  be  to 
go  against  the  territory  beiiia  invaded  at  all. 

As  it  respects  what  ihe  president  now  proposes,  I 
do  not  know  but  it  may  be  regarded  as  a wise  mea- 
sure. Maine  is  anxious  that  the  whole  question 
should  be  settled, and  she  has  again  and  again  urged 
it  on  this  government.  Her  citizens  in  the  mean 
time  have  been  often  arrested  and  imprisoned,  her 
properly  has  been  destroyed,  and  she  is  now  requi- 
red still  to  submit  to  these  outrages.  If  there  was 
any  probability  that  the  question  would  he  brought 
to  an  adjustment  in  any  reasonable  time  by  negoti- 
ation, Main"  would  not  have  assumed  her  present 
attitude.  But  it  is  because  she  has  no  confidence 
in  negotiation,  that  she  has  at  last  found  it'  ne- 
cessary to  take  the  remedy  into  h -r  own  hands  ; 
and  I now  a«k,  will  this  government  require  her  to 
withdraw  her  troops  alter  all  that  state  has  endured, 
and  the  people  have  been  roused  to  a just  sense  of 
their  rights  and  wrongs?  And  1 ask  further, 
whether  this  government  has  a right  to  call  on 
Main"  lo  withdraw  her  troops  ? I do  not  know  but 
this  right  may  be  claimed  as  within  the  constitu- 
tional powers  of  this  government  lo  control  a state 
in  respect  to  the  posssesion  of  her  territory.  But  it 
is  on  record  that  this  territory  belongs  to  Maine,  hy  a 
unanimous  vote  of  this  seriate,  and  from  this  I believe 
the  executive  does  not  differ;  I believe  the  whole 
country  are  united  on  this  point ; I do  not  know  of 
an  individual  who  has  the  least  doubt  that  the  right 
to  the  territory  is  in  Maine.  And,  vet,  when  we  un- 
dertake to  inairitiiiii  our  ri»hts  alone,  we  are  request- 
ed to  withdraw  our  troops  under  a threat.  II  they 
can  be  withdrawn,  and  the  honor  and  the  rights  of 
Maine  he  sufficiently  respected,  1 am  willing  that  it 
should  be  done. 

I am  this  moment  informed  (said  Mr.  R with 
much  concern)  thatlheie  lias  been  an  actual  colli- 
sion in  the  disputed  territory,  and  that  bloodshed 
has  taken  place.  News  has  arrived  that  a batile 
lias  been  louglit,  and  that  50  of  the  Maine  men  have 
been  killed,  and  9 ofthe  English. 

[Great  sensation  and  silence  for  some  moments.] 

Mr.  Webster  said:  I hop",  Mr.  President,  that 
this  rumor  will  turn  out  to  be  incorrect.  It  would 
be  melancholy,  indeed,  if  it  should  be  true  that  a 
hostile  meeting  has  taken  place,  followed  by  such 
consequences  as  have  be- n stated.  But  not  all  mi 
der  the  influence  of  any  impression  from  that  ru- 
mor, I will  make  a few  remarks  on  the  general 
subject,  and  on  this  communication  from  the  exec- 
utive government  ; and  painful  as  it  is,  I must  say 
that  I cannot  approve  of  the  conduct  ol  the  exec- 
utive on  this  important  measure  since  the  last  ses- 
sion. I will  even  go  a little  beyond  that,  and  say 
what  I did  not  mean  to  say  till  the  certainty  should 
be  developed  whether  there  would  be  any  collision 
between  the  parties,  because  1 do  not  d>-sii  e to  make 
this  controversy  with  England  a matter  of  party . 
At  the  laM  session,  and  whenever  there  was  any 
occasion,  I endeavored  to  set  forth  the  right  to  the 
territory  as  our  own,  and  not  lo  complain  of  any 
administration  for  the  manner  in  which  that  right 
had  been  either  neglected  or  enforced.  But  there 
are  two  or  three  tilings  that  ought  to  be  stated  ; and 
without  going  at  this  time  f urther  back  than  the  last 
session,  I wish  to  know  what  reason  has  been  as- 
signed lo  congress  why  this  negotiation  has  not  been 
pressed  to  roiiip  practical  result,  or  finally  broken 
off.  As  to  Ihe  expression  of  th"  opinions  of  con- 
gress in  both  its  branches,  nothing  could  b‘  more 
d-  eided  than  the  resoln’ions  of  the  last  year.  And 
what  do  vve  learn  lo  have  been  done  in  consequence 
of  those  resolutions  ? I ask  if  there  has  any  thing  | 


been  communicated  to  congress  at  this  session  in 
the  ioriu  oi  shape  of  a reason  why  this  matter  lias 
not  been  brought  to  some  sort  ot  a conclusion,  or 
made  some  degree  of  progress  ? When  v\e  ask  what 
onward  steps  have  been  taken,  the  answer  given  to 
the  question  is,  that  nothing  has  been  done  ; but 
why,  vve  are  not  informed.  And  while  nothing  has 
been  done  here  or  in  London,  Maine  has  unde- ta- 
ken to  examine  the  question  whether  the  lines  of  ! he 
treaty  ol  1733  are  an  ascertainable  boundary.  She 
has  explored  the  territory  by  commissioners,  and 
her  commissioneis  come  back  and  tell  us  that  there 
is  no  more  difficulty  in  running  that  line  than  any 
others  which  run  due  north  from  a given  point. 
They  have  found  the  treaty  lines  (the  highlands)  to 
be  as  visible  and  tangible  as  tile  Alleghany  moun- 
tains, or  any  oilier  highlands,  though,  of  course,  less 
elevated  ; so  that  the  boundaries  of  Maine  are  as 
clear  and  as  easily  ascertained  as  other  lines  ol  divi- 
sion in  the  country.  And  yet  a negotiation  has 
heed  going  on,  year  after  year  ; and  when  vve  aslc 
what  has  yet  been  done,  even  down  to  this  hour, 
we  learn  that  nothing  has  been  accomplished;  that, 
to  all  appearances,  tne  dispute  is  as  far  from  a ter- 
mination as  ever. 

And  now  wiiat  Maine  has  done  is  to  be  superse- 
ded, New  Brunswick  and  Maine  are  to  withdraw, 
and  all  things  are  lo  return  to  tile  state  in  which  they 
were  ante  belluin.  and  then  we  are  again  assured 
there  is  to  lie  a sp  mriy  settlement  of  the  con'rover- 
ry  by  negotiation  I Ami  so  said  Spain  on  a certain 
occasion,  when  she  did  not  settle  the  question  fnr 
fitly  years.  Sir,  this  important  matter  cannot  go  on, 
or  rather  it  cannot  stand  still,  in  this  manner.  Maine 
cannot  be  kept,  and  ought  not  lo  be  kept,  thus  in  a 
stale  of  dissatisfaction  and  neglect. 

Sir,  I think  this  matter  must  be  settled,  and  that 
it  will  not  permit  delay  ; and  I must  say  that  a 
strong  ailminis’ration  here,  and  another  in  England, 
might  long  ago  have  brought  it  to  a close. 

The  time  must  come  when,  if  the  controversy 
cannot  be  terminated  by  some  sal  t of  negotiation,  it 
must  be  settled  otherwise.  .1  believe  our  right  is 
clear  ; and  although  I am  willing  to  concede  much 
for  peace  and  good  neighborhood,  I am  not  willing 
to  delay  a final  adjustment  i nil-  finitely,  or  at  the 
hazard  or  in  the  face  of  the  certainty  of  border  con- 
flicts. I do  not  wish  that  Maine  should  take  pos- 
ses'ion  of  the  territory.  Tne  controversy  is  ours. 
But  if  this  negotiation  is  to  be  prolonged  and  de- 
layed, postponed  and  put  off,  w itlioul  reasonable 
prospect  of  ever  seeing  an  end  of  it,  then  I am  for 
ascertaining  the  treaty  boundary  by  an  examination 
ol  our  ow  n,  and,  if  vve  are  satisfied  vve  are  right,  for 
making  that  boundaiy  the  line  of  our  possession, 
and  seeing  whether  we  can  hold  it.  When  nego- 
tiation becomes  mere  procrastination,  and  serious 
dangers  in  the  mean  time  threaten,  a more  decided 
tone  ought  to  be  assumed.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  the 
peace  ot  the  country  is  more  endangered  by  these 
unnecessary  and  unjustifiable  postponements  and 
delays,  than  it  would  be  by  holding  a more  decisive 
language,  and  manifesting  a more  resolute  spirit.  I 
do  not  bi  lieve  theie  has  yet  been  collision  ; 1 hope 
there  will  be  none.  But  I do  not  wish  to  see  Maine 
humiliated  or  disgraced  I believe  that  if  some- 
thing ol  her  ow  n spirit  and  feeling  had  pervaded  us 
here,  we  should  have  now  been  through  Ihe  rontro- 
versy.  There  is  yet,  I have  no  doubt,  time  lor  pa- 
cific ad  justment ; but  England  must  learn  that  she 
has  nothing  to  gain  by  delay.  Delay,  while  it  can 
benefit  neither  parly, every  day  endangers  the  peace 
of  hot  Ii. 

i on'y  wish  further  to  say,  in  regard  to  Maine, 
that  she  did  obtain  from  congress,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, a unanimous  concurrence  of  opinion  in  both 
branches  strongly  in  her  favor,  on  the  question  of 
her  right  to  the  territory.  Further  negotiation, 
however,  was  still  contemplated  ; ami  now,  at  the 
end  of  another  year,  she  finds  'hat  not  one  single 
step,  not  an  inch  of  progress  has  been  made.  I do 
not  blame  her  lor  being  both  dissatisfied  and  exci- 
ted. 

It  is  to  be  considered  also  that,  in  the  mean  time, 
Maine  has  established,  to  her  own  entire  convic- 
tion, the  truth  of  what  we  have  been  contending 
for,  that  is,  the  p rfect  practicability  of  ascertaining 
the  treaty  boundary. 

Sir,  there  is  no  motion  before  the  senate  but  that 
of  referring  the  message  and  documents,  which  will 
be  done  ot'  course.  I devoutly  hope  that  nothing 
has  transpired  to  prevent  a settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion without  a resort  to  a rin s ; and  I hope  that  w hat 
has  occurred  will  lead  the  two  governments,  instead 
of  contriving  how  to  put  it  off  by  a system  of  shun- 
twge,  to  meet  it  at.  once,  and  to  decide  it ; or  else  the 
time  must  certainly  come  when  we  shall  be  obliged 
to  act  upon  our  own  conviction  of  our  rights,  to 
take  possession  of  what  vve  think  helongs  to  us, 
and  leave  to  those  to  dispossess  us  who  think  they 
i have  the  right  and  the  power. 
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Mr.  Broun  - . d 1 could  not  agree  will.  tlm  sen 
ator  r.o.n  M .saehus-tts,  that  there  I lad  been  any  | 
fault  or  omission  of  duty  in  Hi  is  mailer  on  the  part 
ol  i tie  president,  or  that  lie  had  been  endeavoring 
to  procrastinate  the  negotiation  m w hich  he  hail  I 
been  engaged ; but,  on  the  contrary,  lie  had  made 
every  euoit  to  bring  it  to  a successful  issue  which 
he  coul.l  ui.ilte  consistently  with  a pacific  altitude. 
What  could  the  executive  do?  He  could  have  ta- 
ken possession  of  the  lerr.tory,  but  that  would  have 
been  an  act  ol  war.  At  ihe  last  session  ofcongress,  it 
this  ftrp  ought  to  have  been  taken,  gentlemen  ought 
to  have  Brought  forward  a pioposition  auihoiizing 
hi  n to  take  possession  of  ihe  disputed  territory. 
The  senator  had  intimated  that  there  w as  not  neive 
enough  in  the  administration.  But  Mr.  B.  thought 
there  had  been  complaint  ol  rather  loo  much  nerve 
in  tins  administration  ; at  least  in  the  case  ol  our 
difficulties  with  France  and  Mexico,  there  was  no 
accusation  brought  against  them  that  they  hail  not 
nerve  enough.  But  Mr.  B.  would  say  that  if  the 
president  could  not,  by  pacific  measures,  maintain 
the  rights  of  the  United  States,  there  was  no  one 
more  ready  than  lie  to  adopt  such  measures  as  would 
be  elfectual. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  would  only  ask  the  senator, 
since  he  had  spoken  of  censure  in  regard  to  the 
present  aifininislra  ioii,  could  lie  tell  of  one  individ- 
ual step  taken  in  tliis  negotiation  since  tile  last  ses- 
sion ot  congress  ? 

Mr.  Brown  said  the  administration  had  taken  no 
step,  lor  the  very  obvious  reason  that  Great  Britain 
had  declined  liirther  negotiation,  and  'hen-fore  no 
sti  p could  he  taken,  unless  it  was  i ha t of  war. 

Mr.  Walker  said  he  trusted  this  would  not  be 
made  a party  question,  but  one  in,  which  the  whole 
countiy  would  lie  united.  If  there  must  be  a con- 
test wuh  a loreign  power,  he  trusted  that,  instead 
of  finding  fault  Willi  what  had  been  done,  they  w ould 
endeavor  to  be  unanimous  in  both  houses  of  con- 
gress, and  that  there  would  be  no  division  of  the  peo- 
ple ot  ttie  United  States. 

Without,  therefore,  entering  into  the  discussion 
at  all  ol  wliat  ought  to  have  been  done  by  Hie  a !• 
ministration,  there  was  one  thing  in  which  Mr.  W. 
most  heartily  concurred  with  the  senator  from 
Massachusetts  ; that  the  time  was  soon  to  come 
when  a power  here  ought  to  be  assumed  to  settle 
this  question,  as  Great  Brilain  had  declined  further 
negoii.ihon  as  to  the  only  point  really  at  issue,  which 
was  to  ascertain  wliat  was  the  boundary  of  the  treaty 
of  1783.  Then  have  we  not,  saw!  Mr  W.,  already 
avowed  what  must  be  I lie  consequences,  when  we 
asserted  the  right  of  Maine  to  this  territory  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  congress  of  the  count ry  ? 
And  it  becomes  us  now  to  declare  that,  if  Great 
Britain  will  not  negotiate  on  paper,  it  is  our  duty 
to  negotiate  from  ih;  mouths  o.  our  cannon,  and  by 
the  authority  ol  the  two  houses  of  congress. 

In  regard  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  this 
territory,  it  is  precisely  wliat  Great  Britain  desires, 
for  thus  Maine  will  be  kept  out  of  this  country,  and, 
so  tongas  h at  is  the  case.  Great  Britain  will  no!  ne- 
gotiate. But  if  Maine  continue  in  actual  possession, 
as  I trust  sue  will,  then  Great  Britain  will  bo  com- 
pelled to  negotiate,  or  determine  whether  she  will 
yield  or  assert  her  right  lo  a portion  of  one  of  the 
slat  s ol  this  union  by  force  ot  arms. 

Sir,  t hope  tins  will  be  no  parly  question,  but  one 
which  will  command  the  power  and  result  in  the 
honor  of  the  whole  country. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Maine,  said  he  was  happy  to 
say  that  tne  rumor  which  had  alarmed  Ihe  senate  a 
few  minutes  before  was  without  foundation.  But 
Mr.  W.  would  not  now  have  risen  hut  for  the  re- 
marks of  the  s.nator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Preston,)  who  seemed  to  suppose  that  this  arrange- 
ment, (ot  Me-srs.  Fox  and  Forsyth,)  would  he  suffi- 
cient. Mr.  W.  now  read  and  commented  on  vari- 
ous parts  of  tins  an  angement,  and  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  alter  Maine  should  have  withdrawn  tier 
troops  she  would  not  be  authorized  by  the  arrange- 
ment to  remove  trespassers  from  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, which  was  a right  that  she  would  not  be  likely 
to  surrender. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  did  not  tlii'nk  this  was  an  oc- 
casion lo  mole  at  the  past,  or  to  declare  what  ought 
to  have  been  done.  But  there  were  tw  o or  three  pro- 
positions on  which  all  would  agree,  and  one  was,  that 
a war  between  tins  country  and  Great  Britain  would 
be  among  the  greatest  calamities  that  could  befall 
either  us  or  Ihem,  or  the  civilized  world.  Tile  nc-xi 
was,  that  it  ought  to  be  avoided  if  possible.  And  the 
tlunl  was,  that,  if  it  must  come,  it  should  come  after 
lull  delieeration,  and  a cautious  exercise  of  jrnlg 
meat,  both  as  to  the  time  and  as  lo  the  consequences. 
And  now,  what  was  our  condition  ? We  were  on 
the  vi  ry  edge  of  a war:  and  how  should  they  re- 
move the  present  dillicully  ? If  Mr.  C.  might  ex- 
press an  opinion,  he  would  say  that  the  executive,  in 
whatever  respect  he  might  or  might  not  be  blamed 


I in  regard  to  lu.s  oih  r | roceedings,  had  , in  tills  emer- 
gency, manifest!  d great  judgment,  prod,  nee,  and 
t discretion.  Mr.  C.  did  not  think  tins  airaiignui-ut 
could  he  permanent  ; till  it  would  get  them  out  of  a 
I condition  in  winch  ti  ey  might  be  compelled  to  a 
war  without  being  willing.  Mr.  C.  believed  that 
this  of  itself  would  be  an  advantage  ; lor  he  did  not 
believe  that  this  country  or  Great  Brilain  desired  a 
war.  But  Mr.  C.  would  censure  no  one  lor  the  pre- 
sent, and  he  would  refer  the  whole  case  lo  tile  com- 
mittee without  a single  woid  more  ; and  giving  this 
arrangement  their  sanction  and  that  of  the  senate,  lie 
trusted  these  difficulties  would  be  biouglit  to  a 
peaceable  termination,  to  Ihe  benefit  of  our  country 
and  ol  the  civijized  world. 

Mr  Buggies  adduced  further  evidence  that  Ihe  ru- 
mor mentioned  in  the  couise  of  the  debate  was  un- 
lounded  and  that  1,800  ot  the  troops  of  Maine  were 
on  the  Aroostook. 

The  nusS/ige  ai.d  documents  weie  referred  to  the 
committee  on  I’oieign  relations,  and  5 OOl)  extra  co- 
pies of  them  were  ordered  to  he  printed. 

TWENTY-FIFTH  CONGRESS— 3d  SESSION. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

Saturday,  March  2.  The  billowing  are  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  day,  in  continuation  of  those  in- 
serted on  page  32. 

The  bill  repotted  by  the  committee  of  foreign  re- 
lations in  connexion  with  the  existing  difficulties 
in  relation  to  the  northfeastei  n boundary,  being  un- 
der consideration,  the  seciion  ivliicli  authorizes  the 
president  to  accept  ttie  services  of  5t>, 000  volun 
leers,  was  concurred  in,  by  yeas  and  noes,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  J.  W.  Allen,  Anderson. 
Andrews,  Atherton,  Banks.  Beatty,  Beers,  Beirne, 
B. ckne!l,  Birdsal),  Borden,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bu- 
chanan, Bynum,  Cambreleng,  William  B.  Campbell, 
John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Cnaney,  Chapman, 
Cheatham  Clarke,  Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Curtis,  Cu-h- 
ing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Davee,  DeGraff, 
Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Evans, 
Ewing,  Farrington,  R.  Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Fry,  Gallup, 
J.  Garland,  G ;ode.  J.  Graham,  W.  Graham,  Gram  lami, 
Grant.  Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  Haley,  H listed,  Ham- 
mond, Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hastings,  Hawkins, 
Henry,  Herod,  Hoffman,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  Ingham, 
Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Jo-eph 
J ihuson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keun, 
Kemble,  Kennedy,  Kliiige.nsmi.th,  Lead  better,  Lriicil  i. 
Logan,  L minis,  Mallory,  James  M.  M ison,  Mar  in, 
Maury,  McKay,  Robert  McClellan,  Abraham  Mc- 
Clellan, M Clure,  AlcKennan,  Meuef’ee,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  M irg  m,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary 
Morris,  Murray,  Naylor,  Noble,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Parker,  ParmeiUer,  Parris,  Payn  er,  Pearce, 
Pennypacker,  Petri  kin,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt,  John  H. 
Prentiss  Reily,  Ridgwav,  Rives,  Robinson,  Rams  y, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Beefier,  Augustine  H.  Shepherd, 
Shepior,  Small,  Southga  e,  Spencer,  S uart,  Stone. 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  T da  nil , Toucey,  To  wns.  Tur- 
ney, Vail  Wagoner,  Webster,  Albert  S.  White, 
Whittlesey,  S -errod  Wi  liams,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Joseph  L.  Williams,  Worthington,  Yell — 153. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aycrigg,  B II,  Biddle,  Bond,Er'ggs, 
William  B.  Calh  >un,G  rwin,  Crahb,  Cransion,  Crock- 
ett, Davies,  Deberrv.  Everett.  Rice  Garland,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Hawes,  Jahez  Jackson,  Legare,  Lewis,  Marvin, 
Samson  Mason,  M ixwc.l,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell, 
Peck,  Pickens,  Potts,  Rnriden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Re, ocher,  Robertson,  Russell.  Sultonstall,  Shields, 
Slade,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  TillinghnH,  John  White, 
Lewis  Williams.  Christuphor  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
Word,  Y-  'i  ke— 47. 

The  remaining  amendments  of  the  committee 
having  all  been  concurred  in,  Mr.  Grant  demanded 
the  previous  question.  It  was  seconded  by  the 
house — ayes  103  The  previous  question  being 
then  put,  Mr.  Wise  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  ; 
but  the  house  refused  to  order  them.  And  the  pre- 
vious question  was  agreed  to,  (cutting  olf  all  fur- 
ther amendment.)  The  main  question  then  r cur 
ring,  on  the  engrossment  ol'llie  bill,  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
yeas  201,  nays  6,  viz  Messrs.  Cranston,  Davies, 
Giddings.  Maxwell,  Stratton,  ami  Wise. 

The  bill  was  thereupon  read  a third  time,  (by  its 
title,)  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Mums  moved  that  when  Ihe  house  adjourn, 
(the  senate  concurring.)  bmh  houses  meet  to-mor- 
row, (Sunday.)  at  It)  o’clock,  A.  M.  He  said  that 
ibis  was  far.  better  than  continuing  to  sit,  as  the 
house  otherwise  would,  till  8 or  9 o’clock  II  it 
was  a breach  of  Ihe  Sabbath,  it  would  be  as  great 
in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  and  the  business 
would  be  half  done,  in  the  night,  instead  of  being 
done  unders*andingly  and  properly,  alter  necessary 
rest.  Mr.  Crockett,  demanded  the  veas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered  ; and,  being  taken,  stood — yeas 
89,  nays  91.  So  the  motion  was  negatived.  The 
rules  having  been  suspended  for  that  purpose,  the 
defence  bill  was  sent  to  the  senate. 


Mr.  Shields  made  a sir  minus  ein  rl  lo  i up  ,im 
Tennessee  land  bill,  (to  issue  wan an!s  amt  grant 
lilies  lor  certain  uimccupied  lau  s in  thal  stale.)  • 

Objections  being  made,  he  moved  lo  suspend  the 
rules,  amt  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  lakeu,  anil  resulted  as  lollows:  yeas  b(),  nays 
61.  There  not  being  tw o-lhirils,  the  rules  were 
not  suspended. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  I hat  the  house  go  into 
committee  ol  the  whole  oil  ihe  slate  of  the  union 
willi  a view  t i consul'  r the  senate’s  ameiidim  nts 
to  ihe  appiopiiation  bills  still  pending,  \ iz.  to  Ihe 
navy  hill,  the  civil  list  bill,  ihe  army  bill,  and  Ihe 
Indian  bill.  Mr.  McKenrtin  moved  to  amend  the 
morion  by  adding  the  Cumbi-ilai.d  roaii  hill,  and 
asked  ihe  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion.  Mr. 
Dromgoole  moved  the  pievious  question  on  Air. 
MiK.nnan’s  morion.  The  Choir  (occupied  by 
Mr.  Ingham)  al  fnsl  pionoiinced  Ibis  out  ol  older. 
Mr.  Elmore  appealed,  and  the  house  got  inio  v<  ry 
great  con  fusion . The  Chair  subsequently  review- 
ed the  decision  and  reversed  it. 

The  call  lor  the  previous  question  was  seconded 
by  Ihe  house — ayes  07,  noes  00. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  and  carried, 
(cutting  off  Mr.  McKennan’s  amendment,)  and  the 
main  question  being  on  going  into  committee,  it 
was  carried,  and  l lie  house  thereupon  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 
(Mr.  Briggs,  ol  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair,)  and 
took  iifi  the  senaie’s  amendments  to  the  navy  ap- 
ptoprialion  bill. 

Mr.  Mercer  addressed  the  house  in  vindication  cf 
captain  Thomas  ap  Catesby  Jones  from  the  char- 
ges preferred  against  him  when  this  bill  was  in 
the  l ouse.  He  quoted  Mr  Ingham’s  speech,  and 
then  sent  to  the  clerk’s  table  a letter  from  captain 
Jones,  which  was  read. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  were  all  concur- 
red in. 

The  committee  next  considered  the  amendments 
to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Bond  mov.  d to  disagree  to  the  senate’s 
amendment  pioposing  to  strike  out  the  clause  of  the 
bill  which  requires  the  public  printing  lor  the  ex- 
ecutive departments  to  he  done  on  proposals  and  let 
out  to  the  lowest  bidder;  and  he  spoke  w ith  ear- 
nestness against  the  existing  pi  uclice  of  giving  that 
printing  at  extravagant  prices  as  a job  lo  favorites, 
&c. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  ridiculed  the  idea  of  issuing  pro- 
posals lor  every  separate  piece  ot  printing  w liich 
ihe  departments  might  need  done.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  senate  was  negatived. 

The  eoinmiltee  also  concurred  in  an  amendment 
appropriating  $'6,000  for  the  salary  of -a  resident 
minister  at  Constantinople  in  place  of  a charge,  as 
at  present. 

Another  amendment  of  the  senate  struck  out  the 
appropriation  oi  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  to  com- 
ply with  Ihe  contract  of  Ihe  government  with  M. 
S'.  Clair  Clark  and  Pi  ter  Force,  for  the  publication 
of  their  documentary  history  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  the  item  for  distributing  copies  ol  that  work  to 
members  not  supplied  therewith. 

Mr.  Petnkin  moved  that  the  house  non-concurin 
this  amendment.  There  was  a contract  ; the  books 
were  published  and  must  he  paid  for.  They  lay 
rotting  in  the  secretary  of  slate’s  office,  and  ought 
lo  be  distributed.  The  morion  prevail' d.  So  Ihe 
house  refused  to  concur  in  striking  out  this  item  ot 
the  bill.  The  eoinmiltee  next  proceeded  to  consid- 
er the  amendments  to  the  army  appropriation  bill. 

There  were  three  sections  added  to  the  bill  hy 
the  senate  : one  to  pay  lor  lost  horses  of  t lie  Louis- 
iana volunteers;  one  to  allow  the  claims  of  the 
stale  of  New  Hampshire  for  Ihe  pay  of  militia;  and 
a third  respecting  similar  claims  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

[What  action  was  had  upon  them  the  reporter 
was  unable  to  hear,  the  noise  and  movement  in 
the  house  being  very  great.  His  impression  is  they 
were  disagreed  to.] 

Another  amendment  had  been  made  by  Ihe  sen- 
ate, insetting  Ihe  substance  of  the  fortification  bill, 
appropriating  sums  of  money  to  complete  various 
forts. 

These  amendments  were  concurred  in ; but  not 
until  a very  warm  fieha'e  had  taken  place  on  expen- 
ding $'](). 000  on  the  fort  at  the  Pea  Patch,  below 
Philadelphia,  pending  a soil  by  a private  indii  iduul 
who  claimed  the  island  on  whicRthat  fortification 
stood  as  his  own  properly.  Messrs.  Bencher  anil 
Randolph  opposing,  and  Mr.  Naylor  advocating  the 
appropriation.  If  was  agreed  to  : ayes  .05. 

On  motion  ol  Mr  Cambreleng,  ihe  committee 
now  rose  and  reported  Ihe  naval  appropriation  bill 
and  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  to 
the  house,  with  the  amendments  of  the  committee. 

In  the  house,  the  amendments  to  the  naval  bill 
were  all  concurred  in.  The  civil  and  diplomatic 
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bill  then  coming  up,  Mr.  Bond  railed  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  coucui  ring  with  ill.-  amendment  stri 
king  out  the  nein  for  doing  the  printing  ol' t tie  de- 
partments under  proposals.  Mr  Harlan  and  Mr. 
Smith  opposed  concurrence  Mr.  Cambreleng  ad- 
vocated it,  and  tile  question  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  as  follows  : yeas  73,  nays  90.  So  the 
amendment  was  not  concurred  in. 

Tue  bouse  concurred  in  the  committee’s  disagree- 
ment to  striking  out  the  item  lor  Ciarke  & Force’s 
diplomatic  history.  Mr.  Tilliaghast  proposed  a re- 
cess till  10  o’clocK  in  the  morning,  but  it  was  rejec- 
ted . 

Mr.  Elmore  now  moved  the  following  vote  of  ap- 
probation of  the  course  of  the  speaker  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanksof  this  house  be  presented 
to  the  hun.  Jas.  K.  Polk,  tor  the  able,  impartial  and  dig- 
nified manner  in  which  he  lias  presided  over  ils  delibera- 
tions, and  performed  the  arduous  and  important  duties 
of  the  chair. 

On  this  resolution  a long  and  excited  debate 
arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Elmore,  Bell,  McKennan, 
Curtis,  Prentiss,  fPi.se,  and  Gray  took  part,  and 
wtiicii  was  terminated  by  a demand  by  Mr.  Gray 
for  the  previous  question  ; it  was  seconded  by  l lie 
house,  and  carried  by  yeas  and  nays  : yeas,  92  nays 
73. 

The  main  question  then  recurring  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  Beatty,  Beirne,  Bickuell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breieng,  John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Ciles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushman,  Cawson,  lXtvee,  Ei- 
m are,  Farrington,  Fry,  G illup,  James  Garland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrisun, 
Hawkins,  Howard,  William  H.  Hunter,  Ingham,  Thus. 
B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  VV.  Jones, 
Keini,  Kein  no,  Klingensmith,  Lead  better,  Lewis,  Lo- 
gan, Loomis,  Lvon,  J.  M.  Mason,  Martin,  McKay, 
R ibert  McClellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  McClure, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Mor- 
ris, Murray,  Noble.  Parker,  Pannenter,  Parris,  Payuter, 
Peirikiii,  Pickens,  Plumer.  Pratt,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Pu - 
nani,  Reily,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Spencer,  Svvearingen,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turney,  Vail, 
Wagener,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams, 
Worthington,  Yell — 94. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  J.  W.  Alien,  Aycrigg,  Bell, 
BonJ.W.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Caihoon,  W.  B.  Campbell, 
Carter,  Chambers  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin, 
Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Darlington,  Dunn, 
Evans,  E-viug,  Rice  GartauJ,  Goode,  William  Gra- 
ham, Graves,  Grennell.  Halsied,  Herod,  W.Iliam  C. 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  Sa  nson  Mason,  M ; Kerman,  Meu- 
efee,  Meicer.  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Cgle,  Peck,  Pope, 
Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  Randen,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rail- 
way, R ibertson,  Russell,  Saltonstall,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Sibley,  S anley,  S. ra rron , John  Wiiite,  Lew- 
is Williams,  Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wist,  Word — 
57. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  went  again  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  (Mr.  Briggs  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  army 
appropriation  bill. 

l’he  noise  was  great,  the  efforts  ol  the  chairman 
to  preserve  order  incessant,  but  in  a great  degree 
ineffectual,  and  it  was  difficult  to  tell  what  was  and 
what  was  nut  done  by  the  committee.  The  repor- 
ter made  out  the  following  motions: 

Mr.  Mallory  moved  to  concur  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  Fortress  Monroe,  (Old  Point  Comfort, ) and 
made  a speech  in  support  of  the  motion,  but  it  was 
negatived.  Mr.  Yell  moved  an  appropriation  for 
Fort  S mith,  on  the  western  frontier  of  Arkansas  ; 
but  it  was  pronounced  out  of  order,  as  inserting  ano- 
ther hill  into  an  appropriation  bill  contrary  to  the  rule 
which  forbids  that  to  be  done.  Mr.  Gallup  moved 
a similar  appropriation  for  some  work  in  New  York, 
which  shared  tile  like  fate.  Mr.  Ewing  moved  to 
strike  out  the  amendment  for  the  fortifications  in 
Charleston  harbor,  and  went  into  a speech  of  very 
great  animation  in  support  ofthe  motion  ; in  which 
lie  took  occasion  to  retort  with  severity  on  Mr.  El- 
mrre,  who  had  always  opposed  the  Cumberland 
road,  and  who,  lie  contended,  was  bound,  by  his 
own  principles,  equally  to  oppose  the  work  in  his 
own  state.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Petrikin  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  for 
the  pay  of  the  visitors  to  West  Point  Academy. 
Lost.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  whole  appropriation  for  t lie  military  acade- 
my. Lost.  The  committee  then  took  up  the  section 
respecting  the  pay  for  lost  horses  ofthe  Louisiana 
volunteers,  which,  after  a desultory  debate,  was 
concurred  iii. 

TheSection  providing  for  the  payment  ofthe  New 
Ha  inpsliire  claims  for  militia  services,  was  debated 
by  Messrs.  Cushman,  Atherton,  Reed,  and  Smith  ill 
favor,  and  by  Messrs.  Thomas  and  Cambreleng 
against  the  allowance  ; when  it  was  xejected,  ayes 
31. 


The  section  respecting  the  Massachusetts  claim 
lor  militia  services,  came  next  in  order.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln went  at  length  into  a speech  in  support  ol  con- 
currence ; alter  which,  the  committee,  on  motion 
ol  Mr.  Lincoln,  lose  and  reported.  It  being  now 
hall  past  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  a motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  but  negatived. 

Tile  senate  having  insisted  on  its  rejection  of  in- 
terest in  the  bill  lor  the  relief  of  tile  Springfield 
Manufacturing  Company,  Mr.  Dromgoole  moved 
that  the  house  insist  on  retaining  it  in  t he  bill. 
Lost.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  tiouse  concurred  in  the  amendments  to  sun- 
dry private  bills,  and  also  in  a joint  resolution  of 
the  senate  to  meet  again  at  10  o’clock. 

And  then,  a little  before  4 o’clock  on  Sunday 
morning,  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  10  o’clock. 

Sunday,  March  3.  On  leave,  the  Speaker  laid 
before  the  house  several  executive  communica- 
tions. 

Mr  Lincoln,  (leave  having  been  denied,)  moved 
a suspension  of  the  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
up,  on  its  final  passage,  the  bill  providing  for  the 
erection  of  a fireproof  building  lor  the  use  of  the 
[lost  office  department.  Mr.  Cambreleng  hoped  that 
the  house  would  pass  the  appropriation  bills  and  ad- 
journ ; and  the  house  having  divided,  no  quorum 
voted.  Mr.  Lincoln  said,  if  there  was  not  a quorum 
lor  this  bill,  there  was  for  no  other.  Another  divi- 
sion took  place,  and  still  no  quorum  voted.  Mr. 
Crabb  demanded  the  yeas  ami  nays  on  the  motion 
to  suspend  ; which  were  not  ordered.  The  Chair 
suggested  that  the  count  be  taken  by  tellers;  which 
was  ordered  ; and  there  appeared  ayes  93,  noes  35; 
so  the  rules  were  suspended;  and  the  bill  being  be- 
fore the  house,  some  remarks  followed  from  Messrs. 
Crabb  and  Taliaferro ; when  Mr.  Cambreleng  moved 
the  previous  question  ; which  was  seconded.  Mr. 
Crabb  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  which 
motion  was  rejected.  And  the  main  question  was 
ordered  to  be  now  taken  ; and,  being  taken,  the 
t he  hill  was  passed. 

Mr  Lincoln  moved  a suspension  of  the  16th  joint 
rule,  so  far  as  related  to  the  above  bill ; which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of 
Indian  hostilities  in  Florida;  which  had  been  re- 
lumed from  the  senate  with  certain  amendments. 
The  first  amendment  proposed  by  the  senate  was 
to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  holding 
a treaty  with  the  Seminole  Indians;  and  the  ques- 
tion b-ing  on  concurrence,  Mr.  Robertson  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  refused  ; 
And  the  question  being  taken  by  tellers,  there  ap- 
peared ayes  51,  noes  not  counted;  so  tile  amend- 
ment was  rion-concurred  in  ; ami  the  other  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in.  The  house  then  took  up 
the  general  appropriation  bill,  which  had  been  re- 
turned from  tile  senate  a second  time  with  certain 
amendments.  The  senate  having  insisted  on  their 
amendment  striking  out  so  much  of  the  said  bill  as 
provides  that  the  printing,  &c.  of  the  executive  de- 
partments shall  be  let  out  by  contract,  Mr.  Bond 
moved  that  tile  house  adhere  to  its  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  of  tile  senate.  The  Speaker  ex- 
plained the  efFecf  of  this  motion  to  be,  that  if  both 
houses  adhered,  the  bill  would  be  lost.  Mr.  Bond 
said  lie  was  aware  of  the  effect  of  the  motion.  Af- 
ter some  desultory  conversation  between  Messrs. 
Petrikin,  McKennan,  Lewis  Williams,  Rice  Garland. 
TiUinghast,  Fillmore,  Hives,  and  the  Speaker,  on  the 
effect  oi'the  various  parliamentary  motions  applica- 
ble to  this  case,  Mr.  Rives  moved  that  the  house  re- 
cede from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the 
senate;  which  motion  the  Speaker  said  was  in  or- 
der. Mr.  Bond,  (at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bell,)  so 
modified  his  motion  as  to  insist  on  its  disagreement 
without  a conference.  The  Speaker  decided  that  the 
motion  to  recede  had  the  priority;  and  explained 
that  if  this  prevailed,  the  effect  would  be  that  the 
amendment  of  the  senate  would  be  concurred  in. 
Mr.  Harlan  called  upon  all  gentlemen  opposed  to 
monopolies — ail  locolocos — to  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion to  recede.  Mr.  Fillmore  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were,  yeas  SO,  nays  93  ; so  the  house  refused  to  re- 
cede. The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
insist.  A motion  was  made  to  amend  that  motion, 
so  as  to  ask  a conference  ; whiclt  amendment  was 
rejected  ; and  the  motion  to  insist  was  agreed  to. 

The  senatp  having  struck  out  from  this  bill  the 
amendment  of  the  house  in  relation  to  copies  of  the 
documen'ary  history  of  the  United  States,  and 
tiie  house  having  disagreed,  and  the  senate  having 
insisted,  Mr.  Toucey  moved  that  the  house  recede; 
which  motion  was  rejected.  Mr.  Petrikin  moved 
that  the  house  insist  on  its  disagreement;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambre- 
leng, the  house  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 


whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  ( dr  B iggs  in  the 
chair.)  Some  discussion  followed  as  to  tlie  business 
entitled  to  pnoiiiy.  The  Chairman  decided  that  the 
unfinished  business  was  the  consideration  of  the 
army  appropriation  bill.  Mr.  McKennan  appealed 
from  tile  decision,  but,  to  avoid  debate,  withdrew 
the  appeal. 

Tiie  committee  then  proceeded  with  the  consid- 
eration of  ihe  army  bill,  tiie  pending  question  be- 
ing on  concurring  in  tiie  amendment  ol  the  seriate, 
making  an  appropi  iation  to  pay  the  militia  claims 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Lincoln  resumed 
and  concluded  his  remarks,  during  which  he  yield- 
ed the  floor  incidentally  to  explanations  from 
Messrs.  Taliaferro , Ingham,  and  Grennell.  (The 
committee  here  rose  and  received  a message  from 
the  senate,  which  (amongst  other  tilings)  announc- 
ed that  the  senate  insisted  on  its  disagreeing  vote 
on  the  general  appropriation  bill,  and  asked  a con- 
ference. And  a committee  was  appointed  accord- 
ingly.) 

The  house  then  again  went  into  committee,  and  the 
debate  on  the  Massachusetts  claim  was  continued 
by  Messrs.  Coles,  Grennell,  (in  explanation,)  and 
Evans.  Mr.  W.  C.  Johnson  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  so  as  to  authorize  an  adjustment  ofthe 
claims  of  Maryland  on  account  of  money  advanced 
to  ttie  general  government  during  the  last  war; 
which  motion  was  rejected  ; and  tire  question  on 
concurring  with  the  senate  in  the  amendment  was 
then  taken,  (by  tellers,)  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— ayes  64,  noes  73  ; so  the  amendment  was 
non-concitrred  in.  The  committee  then  took  up 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  which  had  been  re- 
turned from  the  senate  with  certain  amendments. 
Mr.  Beil  moved  to  amend  the  amendments  by  pro- 
viding that  the  warriors  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
who  were  wounded  during  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  should  be  placed  on  tiie  pension  roll  ; which 
W'as  agreed  to.  Air.  Everelt  moved  to  amend  the 
amendments  by  adding  an  appropriation  of  $10,000 
for  surveying  and  marking  the  territory  west  ofthe 
Mississippi.  Agreed  to.  Some  debate  ensued  on 
the  items  of  appropriation  inserted  as  amendments 
by  the  senate,  in  which  Messrs.  Bell,  R.  Garland, 
Petrikin,  Harlan  and  Cambreleng  participated.  Mr. 
Bell  explained  that  most  of  these  items  were  to  ful- 
fil treaty  stipulations,  and  that  they  were  based  on 
estimates  from  the  war  department.  The  debate 
on  the  various  items  was  continued  by  Messrs.  R. 
Garland,  D.  H.  Lewis,  Bell,  Everett,  Cambreleng, 
Harlan,  Dawson,  Win.  C.  Johnson,  Towns,  and 
Murray.  When,  without  going  through  with  the 
items,  the  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng, 
rose  and  reported  the  army  bill  to  the  house. 

The  house  agreed  with  the  committee  in  their 
concurrence  with  certain  amendments  of  tiie  senate 
in  the  said  bill. 

And  the  house  concurred  with  the  committee  in 
striking  out  other  amendments  of  the  senate. 

The  bill  was  not  disposed  of  when,  at  3 o’clock, 
the  house  took  a recess. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  of  Kentucky,  a reso- 
lution was  adopted  to  give  Ihe  little  boys  an  extra 
compensation  of  $‘250  for  their  services  during  tiie 
last  three  months.  Sundry  other  resolutions  of  a 
similar  character  were  offered,  some  of  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  others  rejected.  Air.  Lyon  moved 
the  house  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Selma  and  Tennessee  railroad  company.  He  stated 
tiial  lie  would  not  ask  the  favor,  but, though  he  had 
been  in  the  house  all  day, indisposition  would  com- 
pel him  to  leave  the  hail. 

Mr.  Lincoln  objecting, 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  a suspension  ofthe  rules,  but  it 
was  ineffectual. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  with 
the  commiltee  of  the  whole  irt  their  non-concur- 
rence with  the  senate  in  the  provision  to  the  army 
bill  to  appropriate  $'272,716  to  liquidate  ttie  Massa- 
chusetts militia  claims,  and  resulted  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  83,  nays  63. 

So  the  house  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
senate. 

Mr.  Downing  asked  leave  of  the  house  to  present 
a communication  from  the  governor  of  Florida  in 
relation  to  the  barbarous  murders  recently  perpe- 
trated in  that  territory.  Mr.  D.  also  asked  leave  lo 
make  a statement  on  the  subject.  He  said  it  was 
very  important,  for  the  houses  were  in  flames  from 
the  depradations  of  the  Indians  within  ten  miles  of 
the  seat  of  government.  Objection  being  made, 
Mr.  D.  moved  a suspension  ofthe  rules;  but  it  was 
ineffectual — ayes  88,  nays  54.  not  two-thirds.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  then  went 
into  committee  on  the  union,  ( Mr.  Briggs  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  payment  of  Indian  annuities  and 
other  Indian  affairs.  Air.  Downing  read  an  extract 
from  a letter  of  the  governor  of  Florida,  setting 
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forth  that  tli  con  1 i t ion  of  that  territory  was  worse 
than  it  hail  been  al  any  |>erioii  during  tue  war,  and 
that  the  regular  troops  anorded  no  protection  at  all. 

The  amendment  of  the  senate  providing  lor  the 
Seneca  treaty,  was  non -concurred  in.  Mr.  Everett 
moved  to  non  co  icur  in  the  section  repealing  the 
Second  section  of  me  act  ol  183!).  which  authorizes 
tin  president  lo  exchange  lands  owned  by  Indians 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  who  wish  to  emigrate,  for 
lands  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Mr.  Bell  lully  con- 
curred in  the  amendment,  which  would  have  the 
eti'ect  of  preventing  the  multiplying  ol  Indian  trea- 
ties, and  put  an  end  lo  m iking  these  interminable 
Indian  treaties.  Mr.  Everett  withdrew  his  objection, 
though  he  could  not  duller  himself  that  the  amend- 
ment would  arrest  tne  evil.  The  amendment  was 
agreed  lo  ; and  ali  the  amendments  ol  tne  senate  hav- 
ing been  acted  on,  Mr.  . Cost  Johnson  moved  an 
auuitional  clause  to  authorize  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers,, 
pot  lo  exceed  live  thousand  in  number,  lor'Florida, 

and  that dollars  be  appropriated  therefor. 

The  Chair,  however,  ruled  tile  amendment  out  of 
order,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  an  appropriation 
for  which  there  was  no  existing  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  committee 
then  rose  and  reported  the  above  bill  and  amend- 
ments lo  the  house. 

Tne  report  of  tue  committee  on  all  the  amend- 
ments was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  sent  to  the  sen- 
ate lor  concurrence. 

Mr.  Rariden  then  moved  that  the  house  go  into 
committee  on  the  union  on  the  Cumberland  Road 
bill  ; upon  which  motion,  Mr.  Pehikin  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  ; which,  being  ordered,  were  ta- 
ken. Before  tue  vote  was  announced,  Mr.  Daw- 
son rose,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
fact  that  names  were  recorded  who  wc-re  not  in  the 
city.  Among  these  were  Messrs.  Thompson,  Wor- 
thington, and  Mason  ol  Ohio  ; all  of  whom  had  left 
the  city,  ami  all  voted  in  the  affirmative.  These 
voles,  it  was  ascertained,  if  counted,  would  take  up 
the  bill  ; if  omitted,  the  majority  would  be  in  the 
negative.  The  Chair  sug;ested  that  the  roll  be 
caln  d again,  and  the  difficulty  put  an  end  to.  Mr. 
McKennan  objected  to  tins. 

Tue  vote  was  then  announced  ; ayes  74  ; noes 
77. 

So  the  house  refused  logo  into  committee  on  the 
bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Readier,  the  house  took  up  the 
joint  resolution  lrom  the  senate,  to  authorize  the 
purchase  ot  the  Pea  Patch  Island  in  the  Delaware 
liver,  and  for  other  purposes,  which,  having  been 
read  twice,  was  committed,  and  Mr.  R.  moved  that 
the  house  go  into  committee  or  the  union  thereon, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  accordingly  went  into  committee,  Mr. 
Howard  in  the  chair,  and  the  above  joint  resolution 
was  taken  up  ami  discussed  by  Messrs.  Milligan  and 
Harlan,  when  the  latter  gentleman  moved  so  to 
amend  it  as  'o  substitute  the  “ president  of  the 
United  States”  for  tne  “ secretary  of  war,”  and  to 
limit  the  price  to  $50,000,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  congress. 

After  a few  words  from  Mr.  Kemble,  the  first 
amendment  was  disagreed  to — ayes  51,  noes  not 
counted. 

Tiie  second  amendment  was  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Hoffman,  Pope,  Mercer,  Naylor,  McKay,  Graves, 
and  Curtis,  when  Mr.  Lewis  Williams  moved  to 
limit  the  sum  to  $25,000. 

This  proposition  was  also  discussed  by  tin-  mover 
and  Messrs.  Taomas,  Harrison,  Kemble,  Petrikin, 
Graves,  Camb  eleng,  and  Bell,  when  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Thomas  then  moved  to  strike  out  $50,000, 
atnl  leave  the  sum  indefinite,  subject  to  the  ralifica 
tiou  or  approval  of  congress  ; which  w as  disagreed 
to — ayes  45,  noes  not  counted.  Mr.  Harlan’s 
amendment  was  then  agreed  lo,  without  a division 

Tne  resolution  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

The  committee  then  look  up  the  senate  bill  enti- 
tled, “ An  act  in  aldition  to  the  act  to  promote  the 
progress  ot  the  useful  arts  ;”  but  belore  much  pro- 
gress was  made  in  it,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  the  joint  resolution, 
leaving  the  bill  in  committee.  The  house  concur- 
red in  tiie  amendment  to  the  joint  resolution — ayes 
83.  noes  not  counted 

Mr.  McKay  moved  a further  amendment,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harlan  renewed  his  first  amendment,  but  it 
was  rejected  without  a division.  The  resolution 
was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading,  read  a third 
time,  and  passed. 

On  the  question  of  going  into  committeeagain  on 
the  bill  on  patents,  Mr.  Bouldin  moved  to  include 
the  bill  providing  for  tne  bniidingof  a jail  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Agreed  to 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  the  Florida  occupation  bill. 
Rejected. 


ivlr.  Bell  moved  the  bill  to  conlinue  the  Choclavv 
commission.  Rejected. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee,  and  resu- 
med the  consideration  of  the  bill  amendatoj  v of  the 
law  Organizing  file  patent  office.  Mr.  Petrikin  mo- 
ved to  strike  out  the  provision  for  a boaol  ol  exami 
ners.  Rejected.  Several  other  amendments  were 
submitted  and  rejtcted.  Mr.  Petrikin  moved  to 
strikeout  the  enacting  clause ; and  upon  that  mo 
tion,  proceeded  to  state  his  objections  to  several 
provisions  ol  the  bill,  Ihtn  withdrawing  the  motion. 
The  bill  was  then  laid  asine  to  be  reported. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  amendments  of 
the  senate  lo  the  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of 
a new- jail  in  tile  ci'y  of  Washington;  and  Ihev  be- 
ing agreed  to,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
tw  o foregoing  bills  to  the  house.  The  first  bill  was 
oidered  to  a third  reading,  read  a third  time,  and 
passed.  The  house  then  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  senate  to  the  bill  to  provide  Cor  the 
construction  of  a new  jail  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. 

The  house  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
senate  to  the  bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth 
census. 

The  house  took  up  the  senate’s  amendments  to 
the  army  appropriation  bill,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cambreleng,  concurred  therein,  the  house  receding 
therefrom. 

Tne  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  Indian  bill 
were  taken  up.  The  house,  in  the  morning,  had 
disagreed  to  several  of  the  amendments,  but  insist- 
ed upon  one  of  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  house  now  re- 
ceded from  their  disagreement ; and  thus  the  bill  was 
finally  passed.  Mr.  Lewis  moved  that  the  house  go 
into  committee  upon  several  bills  granting  right  of 
way  to  certain  railroad  companies.  Mr.  Bell  moved 
lo  include  the  bill  to  continue  the  Choctaw  com- 
mission ; which  Mr.  Lewis  accepted  as  a modifica- 
tion of  his  motion,  which  was  then  agreed  to  only 
so  far  as  regards  the  Selma  and  Tennessee  railroad 
company. 

Tne  house  then  went  into  committee  on  various 
bills. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Selma  and  Ten- 
nessee railroad  company  [granting  them  right  of 
pre-emption  lo  alternate  sections,  with  six  years’ 
credit]  was  taken  up,  when  Mr.  Lincoln  was  pro- 
ceeding to  oppose  it;  when  Mr.  Casey  suggested 
that  the  gentleman  move  that  the  committee  rise; 
for  if  this  bill  was  to  bj  debated,  nothing  more  could 
be  done.  Mr.  Lincoln  accordingly  made  the  mo 
tion,  but  held  it  suspended  for  suggestions,  and  then 
renewing  it,  the  motion  prevailed.  The  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Graves  moved  tha 
Ihe  Tennessee  land  bill  be  taken  up.  Objections 
were  made  all  over  the  house,  and  Mr.  G.  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules.  Mr.  Lewis  Williams  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays;  which  being  ordered, 
were — yeas  81,  nays  49.  So  (he  rules  were  not 
suspended,  requiring  two-thirds.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  ol'  Louisiana,  the  bill  lo  chance  Ihe 
limes  of  holding  the  federal  courts  in  Louisiana 
was  taken  out  of  committee  of  the  whole,  brought 
into  the  house,  and  put  on  its  third  reading.  Mr. 
Hoffman  moved  an  amendment  in  reference  lo  the 
courts  in  New  York,  which  was  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Bronson  moved  a further  amendment,  which  was 
agreed  to.  The  bill  was  then  passed. 

The  amendment  ol  the  senate  To  the  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  purchase  of  Pea  Patch  island  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  house  receding  from  so  much  of  its 
amendment  as  the  senate  disagreed  to — ayes  109, 
hops  not  counted. 

Mr.  Cushman  offered  the  usual  resolution  for  a 
joint  committee  lo  wait  on  Ihe  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  Ihe  two  houses 
were  ready  to  adjourn.  Mr  I Vise  said  he  should 
object,  for  the  house  had  not  completed  its  business. 
The  resolution  wa3  agreed  to  wit  lion t a division. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  go  into  committee  on  the 
union,  on  the  bill  lo  increase  (lie  pay  of  the  sailing 
masters  of  the  navy.  [Cries  of  “ no  !”  “ no  !”  in 
lermingled  with  others  of  “agreed!”  “agreed!”] 
The  motion  was  disagreed  to.  Mr.  Wise  asked 
leave  to  submit  a resolution  to  pay  the  clerk  of  the 
select  committee  on  defalcations  certain  extra  com 
pensation  for  his  services.  Objection  being  made, 
Mr.  W.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  and  the 
tellers  having  announced,  ayes  77,  noes  45,  not  two 
thirds,  Mr.  Wise  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
they  were  refused;  and  the  motion  to  suspend  was 
rejected  without  a division.  Mr.  S.  W.  Morris 
asked  leave,  as  a member  of  the  committee  of  ac- 
counts, to  make  a statement  in  relation  lo  this  mat- 
ter; but  it  was  refused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brings,  the  usual  order  was 
adopted  to  send  a message  lo  the  senate  notifying 
that  body  that  the  housp,  having  concluded  the 
business  before  it,  was  ready  to  adjourn, 


Sc  v ral  resolutions  were  ottered  again  to  givi  ihe 
clerks,  messeiigi  is,  slable-kei  pc r,  &c.  rxiia  pay, 
but  they  were  all  rejected.  Mr.  Harlan  moved  a 
suspension  ol  the  iul<  s,  lo  enable  him  to  submit  a 
resolution  that  the  secretary  ol  the  tieasury  prepare 
a statement  of  the  defaulters  liom  1829,  and  lla  it 
l)e  printed  during ‘lie  recess.  Mr.  14  asked  lor  Ihe 
yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion,  which,  being  ordered, 
were — yeas  64,  nays  33. 

So  the  rules  weie  not  suspended. 

The  house  concurre  d in  the  resolution  of  the  sen- 
ate to  suspend  the  16th  and  17th  joint  rules  of  the 
house,  so  as  to  pass  a joint  resolution  to  provide 
for  the  distribution,  in  part,  of  the  Madison  pa- 
pers. 

The  joint  resolution  was  soon  after  received,  and, 
having  bpen  read  twice,  Mr.  Wise  hrii  fly  supported 
it.  Mr.  Petrikin  was  not  opposed  to  the  resolution, 
but  he  would  take  that  occasion  to  r<  inailc  that  the 
charge  brought  by  Mr.  Bell  against  the  senate  was 
now  proven  to  be  unfounded.  The  resolution  was 
then  put  on  its  third  reading,  and  the  question  being 
on  its  passage,  Mr.  Dromgoole  call  d for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  but  they  were  lelujed,  and  Ihe  resolu- 
tion was  passed  without  a division.  Mr.  Cushman, 
from  the  joint  committee  appointed  lo  wait  on  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates,  and  infoim  him  that, 
unless  lie  had  fuither  communications  to  make, 
both-  houses  were  ready  to  close  the  present  session, 
repoited  that  they  had  performed  that  duty,  and 
w'ere  informed  by  file  president  that  he  had  no  fur- 
ther comtnunicalion,  but  he  w'isheri  the  members  all 
a safe  and  happy  return  to  their  homes.  Mr.  Con- 
nor then  moved  that  the  house  adjourn  sine  die, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  rose  and  addressed  the  house  as  fol- 
lows ; 

Gentlemen  of  Ihe  house  of  representatives  : 

In  taking  leave  of  tills  body,  in  all  probability  for 
ever,  emol  ions  are  excited  w hich  no  language  can 
adequately  convey.  When  I look  back  lo  tiie  pe- 
riod w hen  I first  took  my  seat  in  this  house,  and 
then  look  around  me  for  those  w ho  w ere  at  that  tune 
my  associates  here,  1 find  but  few,  very  few,  re- 
maining. But  five  members  who  were  here  with 
me  fourteen  years  ago,  continue  to  be  members  of 
this  body.  My  service  here  has  been  con-tant  and 
laborious.  1 can,  perhaps,  say  what  but  few  others, 
if  any,  can — that  1 have  not  tailed  lo  attend  the 
daily  sittings  ol  this  house  a single  day  since  I have 
been  a member  of  it,  save  on  a single  occasion, 
when  prevented  for  a short  time  by  indisposition. 
In  mv  intercourse  with  the  members  ot  this  body', 
when  I occupied  a place  upon  the  floor,  (hough  oc- 
casionally engaged  in  debates  upon  interesting  pub- 
lic questions,  and  of  an  exciting  character,  it  is  a 
source  of  unmingled  gratification  to  me  to  recur  to 
the  fact,  that  on  no  occasion  was  there  the  slightest 
personal  or  unpleasant  collision  with  any  of  its 
members.  Maintaining,  and  at  all  limes  express- 
ing, my  own  opinions  (irmly,  the  same  right  was 
fully  conceded  lo  others.  Our  discussions  were  at 
that  lime  conducted  w ith  that  courtesy  and  decorum, 
and  respect  for  the  opinion  of  others,  which  ought 
ever  to  prevail  in  a deliberative  assembly.  For 
four  years  past  the  station  I have  occupied,  ai  d a 
sense  of  propriety,  in  the  divided  and  unusually 
excited  state  of  pubic  opinion  and  feeling,  which 
lias  existpd  bolli  in  Ibis  house  and  (lie  countiy, 
have  precluded  me  from  participating  in  your  de- 
bates. Ollier  duties  were  assigned  me. 

The  high  office  of  speaker,  io  which  it  has  been 
twice  the  pleasure  of  this  house  to  elevate  me,  has 
been  at  all  times  one  of  labor  and  high  responsibili- 
ty. Ils  difficult,  and  often  delicate,  duties  have 
bpen  fully  appreciated  and  freely  expre  ssed  by  all 
iny  predecessors.  They  have  all  home  testimony 
io  the  difficulty,  nay,  impossibility,  of  discharging 
its  duties  with  entire  satisfaction  to  all,  especially 
in  seasons  of  high  political  or  parly  excitement. 
Whilst  they  have  borne  this  testimony,  I tl-ink  I 
may  truly  affirm  that  none  of  them  have  had  a 
severer  ordeal  to  pass  than  has  fallen  to  my  lot. 
Frequent  have  been  Ihe  occasions  when,  but  for  the 
indiilgpnt  and  liberal  support  at  all  times  given  to 
me  l>v  this  house,  I should  have  been  utterly  unable 
to  preserve  that  order  and  decorum  which  should 
ever  attend  the  deliberations  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people.  II  has  been  made  my  duty  to  decide 
more  questions  of  parliamentary  law  and  of  order, 
many  of  them  of  a complex  and  difficult  character, 
arising  often  it,  the  midst  of  high  excitement,  in 
file  course  of  our  proceedings,  than  had  been  de- 
cided. it  is  believed,  hy  all  my.  preih  cessors,  from 
the  foundation  of  this  government.  This  house  has 
uniformly  sustained  me,  without  distinction  of  the 
political  parties  of  which  it  has  been  composed. 
Our  records  will  show,  that  upon  the  numerous  ap- 
peals which  have  been  taken  to  the  house,  I have 
been  sustained  by  both  political  parties,  and  often 
by  decided  and  large  majorities.  Though  doubtless 
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I may  f:  r,  have  fallen  into  error  in  promptly  de- 
c i < 1 1 1 1 novi-i  questions,  suddenly  raised,  ! trust  11 
v.’aj  not  on  points  material,  and  1 know  it  was  never 
intended.  I relttin  to  this  house  to}’  thanks  lor 
their  constant  support  in  tire  discharge  of  the  ardu- 
ous and  difficult  duties  I have  had  to  perform. 

But,  gentlemen,  my  acknowledgments  are  espe- 
ciallv  due  to  the  majority  of  this  house  for  the  high 
and  'flittering  evidence  they  have  given  me  of  their 
approbation  of  my  conduct  as  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  house,  by  the  resolution  you  have  been 
ph-ased  to  pass.  I regard  this  as  the  highest  and 
most  valued  testimonial  I have  ever  receiv-d  from 
this  house,  because  I know  that  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  has  passed  has  made  it  matter  of 
substance,  and  not  of  mere  of  form.  I regairi  it  as 
of  infinitely  more  value  than  if  it  had  been  the  com- 
mon matter-of-course  and  customary  resolution, 
which,  in  the  courtesy  usually  prevailing  between 
tile  presiding  officer  and  the  members  of  any  delib- 
erative assembly,  is  always  passed  ar  the  close  of 
their  deliberations.  That  is  unmeaning — is  indis 
criminately  conferred — is  a mere  act  of  courtesy, 
and  possesses,  comparatively,  but  little  value.  Ire- 
turn  to  the  majority  of  this  house,  what  f sincere- 
ly feel,  my  grateful  thanks  for  this  high  evidence 
of  thc-ir  anprobation  and  regard,  given,  as  it  has 
been,  at  a time  ol'b'gh  party  excitement,  which,  in 
the  accomplishment  of  parly  and  political  objects, 
but  too  often  disregards  all  other  considerations.  1 
shall  bear  it  in  grateful  remembrance  to  the  latest 
hour  of  my  life. 

1 trust  this  high  office  may  in  future  times  b ■ fill- 
ed, as  doubtless  it  will  be,  by  abler  men.  It  can- 
not, t know,  be  filled  by  any  one  who  will  devote 
himself  with  more  zeal  and  untiring  industry  to  do 
his  whole  duty  than  I have  done. 

We  are  now  about  to  separate,  many  of  us,  never 
again  to  meet.  I wish  you,  gentlemen,  a safe  re- 
turn to  your  families  and  friends;  arid  whatever  onr 
respective  future  destinies  may  be,  my  prayer  to  a 
beneficent  and  overruling  Providence  is,  that  our 
future  lives  may  be  useful  and  happy. 

The  Speaker  then  announced  that  the  house  stood 
adjourned  without  day. 


CHRONICLE. 

Connecticut.  The  democratic  convention  for  the  no- 
mination of  state  officers,  recently  held  at  Hartford, 
have  nominated  the  hon.John  M.  Niles  as  a candidate 
for  governor,  and  John  Stewart  for  lieutenant  gover- 
nor. 

Louisiana.  The  senatorial  branch  of  the  Louisiana 
legislature,  by  a vote  of  9 to  5,  has  passed  a resolution 
declaring  that  “ a natio  ini  bank,  properly  constituted, 
(due  regard  being  had  to  the  rights  of  the  states,)  can- 
not fail  to  be  an  important  auxiliary  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  power  of  congress,  to  create  and  regulate  a 
currency  of  equal  value,  credit  and  use,  wherever  it 
may  circulate,  and  to  facilitate  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  general  government.’’ 

Mississippi.  The  bill  for  the  suppression  of  tpling 
houses,  has  passed  the  lower  house  of  the  legislature  of 
this  state  by  a decided  majority. 

A resolution  authorizing  the  new  Union  Bank  to 
issue  o.te  and  two  years  post  notes,  bearing  five  per 
cent,  interest  has  passed  both  houses  of  the  legislature. 

The  senate  of  Kentucky,  by  a vote  of  19  to  18,  pass" 
cd  the  [till  to  establish  the  Charleston  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road Bank,  hut.  it  was  again  defeated  in  the  house,  for 
the  third  time,  the  vote  there  being  49  to  49. 

Missouri.  The  senate  of  Missouri  has,  by  a vote  of 
16  to  14,  repealed  tbe  bill  which  had  passed  the  lower 
house,  prohibiting  (lie  circulation  of  bank  notes  issued 
by  banks  within  the  limits  of  the  sta'e. 

It  is  s'a'cd  that  forty-four  of  the  Mormons  are  now 
confined  in  prison  for  various  crimes  in  Missouri.  Du- 
ring the  three  years  the  Mormons  resided  in  Caldwell 
county,  more  improvement  has  been  made  there  by 
them  than  had  been  made  in  fifteen  years  in  any  other 
county  of  the  state.  Some  of  the  fields  belonging  to 
them  contain  a thousand  acres  under  fine  cultivation 
They  are  now  removing  into  Illinois.  [Nut.  Gazette' 

lows.  A correspondent  of  the  Buffalo  Journal  says, 
that  taking  into  consideration  the  soil,  the  timber,  ilte 
water,  and  the  climate,  Iowa  territory  may  he  consider- 
ed the  best  part  of  the  Mississippi  valley.  The  Indians 
so  consider  it,  as  appears  from  the  name  which  they 
gave  it.  For  it  is  said  that  the  Sioux  and  Fox  Indians, 
on  beholding  the  exceeding  beauties  of  this  region,  held 
up  their  hands,  and  exclaimed  in  an  ecstasy  of  delight 
and  amazement,  I-O- W-A — which  in  the  Fox  language 
means,  " this  is  the  land.” 

Trade  of  the  Wabash-  The  Terrehaute  (la.)  Courier 
states,  that  ninety  thousand  lings  were  slaughtered  on 
the  Wabash  during  the  late  season,  for  the  southern 
marker.  Immense  quantities  of  corn  are  also  shipped 
from  that  region  for  the  same  market. 

A statue  to  Washington  A bill  lias  been  introduced 
into  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  authorizing  the  gover- 
ernor  to  purchase,  at  an  expense  of  $25,000,  a marble 
statue  of  Washington,  to  be  placed  iu  the  rotunda  of 
the  capitol. 


A bill  to  encourage  the  culture  of  silk  has  passed  the 
Ohio  house  of  representatives  by  a vo'eul  34  to  20. 

Spring.  Tile  Boston  Transcript  says  : *■  the  van- 
guard of  the  army  of  wild  geese  passed  over  the  city  on 
Thursday  evening,  about  eight  o clock,  on  their  annual 
northern  journey.” 

Peach,  nectarine  and  plum  trees  were  in  bloom  in 
New  Orleans  on  the  21st  ultimo. 

The  Cincinnati  papers  announce  the  death  of  Mor- 
gan Neville  a pioneer  of  the  west,  and  a gentleman  of 
learning,  iierary  taste,  and  much  private  worth,  and 
one  of  the  most  estimable  dozens  of  Cincinnati.  He 
uied  on  the  1st  of  March,  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age. 

A special  minister.  The  National  Gazette  names 
Robert  Walsh  as  a suitable  person  for  a special  minis- 
ter to  England,  in  relation  to  ihe  Maine  boundary 
question.  Such  a selection  could  scarcely  fail  to  give 
satisfaction.  Mr.  Adams,  moreover,  would  also  prove 
an  excellent  appointment — ertainly  the  most  experien- 
ced man  in  'he  country  on  such  a question.  Whatever 
his  opinions  or  prejudices  on  other  questions — he  is  as 
trite  as  steel  to  the  honor  and  interests  of  his  country,  and 
ofhuman  nature. 

Novel  sale.  A gen'leman  of  Buffalo  has  just  sold  all 
his  real  estate  there  for  $130,000,  payable  iu  instal- 
ments, without  interest,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  an  hour. 
The  Advertiser  remarks,  “ according  to  these  term-, 
tile  purchaser  will  have  14  years  34  days  and  20  hours 
to  pay  it  in,  at  the  rate  of  $3,760  per  annum.’’ 

The  peace  of  our  city.  Blank  returns  were  made  to 
the  lower  police  this  morning  by  the  first , second  and 
sixth  watch  districts,  comprising  the  city  east  of  the 
Bowery,  below  Rivington  street,  and  all  below  Hester. 
Canal  and  North  Moore  sreets.  Yesterday  morning 
the  three  other  districts,  viz:  third,  fourth  and  fifth, 
made  similar  returns  to  the  upper  police.  [N.  V.  paper. 

A recent  writer  on  the  subject  of  the  probable  in- 
crease of  the  population  of  t lie  United  States,  comes  to 
this  conclusion — that  in  1840,  we  shall  have  a popula- 
tion of,  at  least,  17.153  333; — in  1850,  a population  of 
22.871,110  in  I860,  that  of  30,494,880  in  1870,  that 
of  40,659,840  ; — and  1830,  that  of  54,213,420.  This,  to 
be  sure,  is  counting  up  pretty  well,  but  it  is  all  very  pro- 
bable, if  ihe  union  and  the  world  holds  together  till  that 
period. 

The  last  of  the  Cherokees.  The  Little  Rock  Times 
of  the  4ih  ult.  says: — "On  Saturday  last  223  emigrating 
Cherokees  arrived  at  this  place,  on  the  steamer  Victoria, 
under  the  charge  of  capt.  Drew,  on  their  wav  west. 
These  are  the  last  of  the  Cherokee  emigrants.  Most  ot 
them  are  those  who  were  unable  to  go  by  land  ; and 
nine  deaths  have  occurred  since  the  commencement  of 
their  journey  ; but  in  general  they  look  well  and  enjoy 
good  health.  In  the  company  is  the  celebrated  chief, 
John  Ross,  who  buried  his  wife  in  this  city  on  Sunday. 

[Louisville  Journal. 

A righteous  verdict.  In  the  court  of  common  pleas 
yesterday,  before  judge  Ingraham,  Wnt.  J.  Ely.  a cart- 
man,  recovered  $140  damages  and  costs,  from  Abraham 
Brower,  proprietor  of  one  of  the  Broadway  omnibus 
lutes  O :e  of  Mr.  B’s  drivers  run  against  Mr.  E’s 
cart  in  Broadway,  damaged  the  cart  very  much,  inju- 
red the  horse,  and  inflicted  some  wounds  on  Mr.  E., 
for  all  of  which  the  jury  awarded  him  the  above  sum. 

Tbe  jury  in  the  case  of  Philip  Uhler  ys.  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  tried  in  Baltimore 
county  court,  rendered  a verdict  of  500  dollars  dama- 
ges, for  injuries  sustained  by  the  plaintiff’s  wife  which 
resulted  in  death. 

Deadly  weapons.  The  legislature  of  Alabama  has  just 
enacted  a law  against  the  detestable  practice  of  carry- 
ing deadly  weapons  about  the  person.  It  provides  that 
“ if  any  person  shall  carry  concealed  about  iiis  person 
any  species  of  fire  arms,  or  any  Bowie  knife,  Arkansaw 
toothpick,  or  any  other  knife  of  the  like  kind,  dirk,  or 
any  other  deadly  weapon,  the  person  so  offending  shall, 
on  conviction  thereof,  before  any  court,  having  compe- 
tent jurisdiction,  pay  a fine  of  not  less  than  fifty,  nor 
more  titan  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  assessed  by  the 
jury  trying  the  case  ; and  be  imprisoned  for  a term  not 
exceeding  three  months,  at  the  discretion  of  the  judge 
of  said  court.’’ 

V.  S.  troops.  The  Li'tle  Rock  (Ark.)  Times  of  tbe 
18  h ultimo,  mentions  the  anival  there  of  the  steam- 
boat Bee,  with  104  soldiers,  a part  of  the  4th  regiment, 
ordered  from  Tennessee  to  garrison  Fort  Gibson,  in 
place  of  the  7ih  regiment,  which  is  ordered  to  Florida, 

Naval.  It  appears  by  our  last  advices  from  South 
America,  that  the  U.  S.  Corve'te  Fairfield,  is  now  com- 
manded by  lieut.  Mackenzie— and  'he  enquiry  is  often 
made,  “ w ho  is  lieutenant  Mackenzie  He  is  noless  a 
person  than  Alexander  Slidell,  well  known  in  the  navy 
as  an  excellent  officer,  and  throughout  this  country  and 
Europe  as  an  elegant  writer.  He  went  out  in  the  Inde- 
pendence as  first  lieutenant  of  that  ship — and  soon  af- 
ter, it  was  announced  that  his  name  had  been  changed 
by  net  of  legislature,  for  purposes  best  known  to  him- 
self, front  Alexander  Slidell  to  Alexandria  Slidell  Mac- 
kenzie. Lieut.  Slidell  is  therefore  no  longer  in  being. 

[ Boston  Jour. 

The  Boston  Transcript  states,  that  when  the  frigate 
Constitution  was  lately  taken  into  the  dry  dock  at 
Charlestown,  her  bottom  was  entirely  encrusted  with  a 
coat  of  oysters  from  stem  to  stern,  the  average  size  of 
which  was  about  equal  tg  those  that  are  usually  sold 
for  half  a cent. 


L st  of  officers  of  the  U.  S.  shin  Fairfield , Buenos 
Ayres,  I6th  Doc..  1839. 

Lieut,  commanding — A.  S.  M mkenzie. 

Lieutenants— L 6.  Tilton,  O.  S.  Glisson,  Samuel 
Larkm,  jr  , Win.  Lewis  Hernden. 

Purser — Andrew  Jackson  Watson. 

Surgeon — Benjamin  Franklin  Buche. 

Master — J use  p h Mureh ea d . 

Passed  midshipmen — Nathaniel  G.  Bay,  R.  I.  Tilgh- 
man. 

Midshipmen — Ripley,  Gantt  and  Morris.  All  well. 

List  of  officers  attached  to  the  U.  S.  brig  Dolphin,  20th 
December,  1833. 

Lieut,  commandant — H.  S.  Purviance. 

Lieutenants — Francis  Huger,  Wnt.  W.  Plucker. 

Purser — A.  E.  Wa  son. 

Assistant  surgeon — A.  J.  B >wie. 

Passed  midshipman  -Charles  E.  L.  Griffin,  (acting 
master.) 

Midshipmen — C R.  P.  Rodgers,  Andrew  Weir,  J. 
S.  K.  Ton,  Henry  Rodgers. 

Letrers’from  the  United  States  frigate  Columbia,  and 
slo  p of  war  John  Adams,  written  a Bombay,  up  to  the 
10, h of  November  last,  have  reached  this  cny ; at  that 
time  the  crews  were  well.  Commodore  Head  and  seve- 
ral of  the  officers  had  dined  with  the  governor,  there  be- 
ing present  a large  and  brilliant  pary  of  ladies  andgen- 
tleuien.  Sir  John  Kean,  who  is  in  command  of  the 
troops  about  to  go  against  the  Persians,  and  who  w as 
one  of  the  British  generals  at  New  Orleans,  had  extend- 
ed his  hospitali'y to  the  squadron.  Commodore  JBearZhad 
invited  the  governor,  the  general,  and  many  o'lter  dis- 
tinguished officers,  to  dine  on  board  of  the  Columbia. 
We  lake  pleasure  in  mentioning  this  interchange  of  ci- 
vilities among  public  men  in  distant  ports,  as  the  bonds 
of  harmony  and  good  feeling  between  friendly  nations 
are  thus  preserved  and  strengthened.  [Nut.  Gazette. 

The  Fr.  ship  Alexandre.  We  learn  from  the  New- 
port Herald  of  the  Times,  that  last  Sunday’s  mail  from 
New  York,  brought  letters  from  Dr.  Gouraud,  at  Bresr, 
consul  of  France  for  Newport.  The  prediction  of  Doct. 
G.  that  piracy  and  murder  had  been  committed  on 
board  the  Alexandre,  it  seems  lias  been  verified  be- 
yond all  question,  by  the  confession  of  the  boy  Railly 
before  the  government  officer. 

Arrival  of  the  mutineers.  The  New  York  Commer- 
cial of  Thursday  says — The  barque  Shepherdess  arri- 
ved this  morning  from  Hamburg  via  Cowes,  having  on 
board  the  mutineers  of  the  late  brig  Braganza.  Their 
names  are  Francis  Kundson,  Cornelius  Williams,  of 
Denmark,  James  Darges,  of  England,  and  Joseph  Ver- 
b gger  of  Antwerp.  The  la.ter  is  the  one  who  attacked 
the  mate  oi  the  Braganza. 

Patrons.!  Somebody  writing  to  the  Linchburg  Vir- 
ginian. speaks  of  “ the  relations  of  patron  and  editor” — 
whereupon  the  editor  of  the  Virginian  very  promptly 
and  properly  replies — “ We  know  of  no  such  relation. 
We  do  not  conceive  the  man  who  subscribes  and  pays 
for  our  paper,  the  more  a patron  than  lie  who  buys  and 
pays  for  our  wheat  or  corn.  We  labor  to  make  our 
paper  worth  the  money  vve  charge  for  it ; and  when  a 
subscriber  thinks  he  does  not  get  a quid  pro  quo,  we  ex- 
pect him  to  use  his  pleasure.’’ 

Gretft  mortality  is  said  to  prevail  at  Jamaica  among 
the  officers  and  men  of  the  British  West  India  squad- 
ron— the  yellow  fever  having  proved  more  fatal  than  for 
many  years  before. 

Judge  James  Webb,  formerly  of  Florida,  has  been 
appointed  secretary  of  stale  of  Texas,  in  the  place  of 
Bernard  E.  Bee,  appointed  minister  to  the  United 
States. 

A venerable  consul.  Miss  Hall  in  her  “Rambles  in 
Europe,”  (a  very  interesting  work  by  the  w ay.)  in  1836, 
while  at  Leghorn  was  waited  upon  by  the  American 
consul  at  that  port.  He  holds  his  office  by  the  ap- 
pointment and  under  the  hand  of  Washington.  If  still 
living,  lie  is  doubtless  the  only  man  in  existence  who 
can  exhibit  the  signature  of  the  immortal  father  ql  his 
country  as  the  seal  of  his  office.  In  1836,  according  to 
Miss  Hall,  his  form  was  erect  and  his  face  was  slightly 
wrinkled.  “He  wo  Id,”  she  says,  “pass  readily  for 
fifty-five  or  sixty,  and  yet  he  must  be  verging  upon 
ninety.  It  is  more  than  a half  century  since  he  has 
looked  upon  his  native  land.’’ 

Lace  caps.  A new  and  important  manufacture  has 
lately  arisen  in  the  hosiery  trade,  in  making  lace  caps 
from  the  stocking-frame,  by  trie  aid  of  the  jack-tickler 
machine.  This  machine  has  been  lately  applied  to 
the  making  of  laces  in  breadth,  and  with  such  brilliant 
success  aslo  astonish  even  the  oldest  workmen. 

[Nottingham  Jour. 

An  example  for  white  sovereigns.  By  late  advices 
from  the  Sandwich  islands,  up  in  Septembers,  we  per- 
ceive that  king  Katnehameha  HI.  lias  totally  interdict- 
ed the  admission  of  all  spirituous  and  distilled  liquors 
after  January  1,  1839.  Vessels  that  left  the  United 
States  February  1,  1839,  w ith  such  liquors,  may  be  ex- 
empted. Wines  to  pay  a duty  of  half  a dollar  a gallon. 
No  alcoholic  liquors  to  be  purchased,  except  by  physi- 
cians for  medical  use. 

Necessity  of  repetition.  “ I remember,”  says  the  cele- 
brated Wesley,  “ hearing  my  father  say  to  my  mother, 

‘ how  could  you  have  the  patience  to  tell  that  blockhead 
the  same  thing  twenty  times  over?’  ‘ Why,’  said  she, 
‘if  I had  told  him  but  nineteen  times,  I should  have  lost 
all  my  labur.’  ” 
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03=Tlie  stock  malket  lias  been  in  a state  of' great 
depression  lor  some  days  past,  and  at  the  last  ad- 
vices still  had  a downward  tendency.  The  last 
sale  of  United  States  bank  stock  in  New  York  was 
made  at  1 15|-. 

OCr-Tlie  packet  ship  Pocahontas  has ‘arrived  at 
Philadelphia  from  Liverpool,  bringing  papers  from 
Londonjothe  9th,  and  from  Liverpool  to  the  1 1 1 h nil. 
They  contain  bot  little  political  news  of  interest. 

Lord  Glenelg  has  ceased  to  be  secretary  of  the 
colonies. 

In  the  London  Morning  Chronicle,  of  February 
9th,  it  is  stated  in  the  letter  of  a correspondent, 
dated  from  Constantinople,  that  news  had  been  re 
ceived  in  that  city,  stating  that  Mehemet  Ali  Pacha, 
sovereign  of  Egvpt,  with  the  principal  members  ol 
his  court,  had  been  drowned  in  the  river  Nile,  by 
the  upsetting  of  an  iron  steamboat.  No  further 
particulars. 

From  Florida.  We  have  received  additional 
intelligence  liom  Florida  of  a most  melancholy  clia 
racier. 

An  extra  from  the  office  of  the  Savannah  Georgian 
brings  a letter  Irom  Garey’s  ferry,  dated  March  13th. 
It  contains  an  account  of  the  murder  bv  the  Indians 
of  another  brave  officer,  captain  S.  L.  Russell,  of  the 
2d  infantry,  and  the  death  of  the  gallant  major  Noel, 
from  the  wound  received  by  the  accidental  discharge 
of  his  own  pistol.  The  le  ter  states  that  captain 
Russell  was  descending  the  Miami  river  on  the  28th 
ultimo  on  his  way  to  fort  Dallas,  with  a part  of  his 
company  in  open  boats — I he  savages,  in  ambush  on 
the  river  bank,  waited  until  he  arrived  within  gun 
shot,  when  the  boats  received  a vol  ey  from  the  In- 
dians, who,  being  on  an  eminence,  fired  over  them, 
and  no  one  was  injured.  Captain  R.  immediately 
struck  for  the  opposite  shore,  anil,  on  reaching  it. 
leaped  out  on  the  ground,  and,  turning  round  to  ad- 
dress a few  words  to  his  men,  was  instantly  fiml  at 
by  seveial  rifles,  three  of  which  took  effect,  two  in 
his  body,  and  one  just  above  the  temple,  producing 
instantaneous  death.  Lieutenant  Woodrurf,  captain 
R’s.  subaltern,  who  was  some  distance  behind,  heard 
t ie  fi  ing,  and  hastened  to  the  succor  ot  Ins  captain, 
engaged  the  Iiklians  for  nearly  an  four,  when  he 
forced  them  to  retreat.  He  then  collected  Lis  boats, 
an  t,  havingob'alned  possession  of  his  captain’s  body, 
proceeds!  to  lort  Dallas  The  Indians  were  pur- 
sued, but,  a=  usual,  their  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
country  enabled  them  to  escape.  Capt.  Russell  was 
clad  in  the  undress  uniform  of  the  in'antiy,  and  it 
was  to  this  that  may  probably  bealtributed  hi,  death, 
as  but  one  man  of  the  company  besides  himself  was 
touched.  T. he  loss  of  the  Indians  via?  hot  known. 
Their  number  was  much  gr  ater  than  lias  fought  to- 
gether for  a long  while.  The  remains  of  captain  If. 
were  interred  with  military  honors  on  the  1st  instant. 

We  lea'  n from  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  that 
gen.  Ma  oinb  left  Washington  on  Thursday  last  to 
take  the  chief  direction  of  atfairs  in  Florida.  His 
stay  there  will  depend  upon  circumstances,  which 
cannot  he  known,  until  alter  his  arrival  in  the  terri- 
tory’. Gen.  Taylor  will  still  remain  there  on  duty. 

Awful  explosion  of  a coal  pit.  The  Rich- 
mond Compiler  states  that  news  reached  that  city, 
on  Monday,  that  an  awful  and  fatal  explosion  had' 
taken  place  early  in  the  morning,  in  the  Black 
Heth  coal  pits,  in  Chesterfield,  by  which  there  was 
a considerable  destruction  of  human  life.  The  ex- 
plosion  was  what  is  known  as  a “fire  damp  explo 
sion,”  from  want  of  proper  precaution.  Between 
50  and  (iO  pit  laborers  and  two  overseers  fad  pre- 
viously gone  down.  Throe  men  at  the  mouth  of 
the  pit  were  instantly  killed.  The  late  of  those 
who  went  down  is  not  known;  but  it  is  supposed 
few,  if  any  escaped  death.  They  had  not  been 
reached,  according  to  the  last  accounts. 

In  a postscript  the  Compiler  states  that  a gentle- 
man from  the  pit,  reports  that  between  thirty  and 

forty  had  gone  below  before  tl\p  explosion four 

ol  them  bad  been  gotten  out,  who,  it  was  suppos- 
ed, would  recover — two  otheis  were  seen  dead; 
and  cries  and  groans  were  distinctly  heard  from 
some  who  had  not  been  reached.  So  great  was 
the  consternation  and  dismay  that  the  accuracy  of 
details  could  not  be  relied  on;  and  so  great  was  the 
terror  among  all  in  the  vicinity  that  the  proper  ef- 
forts could  not  be  promptly  made  to  get  out  the 
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unfortunate  Laborers.  One  of  the  three  at  the  mouth 
of  the  pit,  alluded  to  above,  is  living  with  both  legs 
broken.  The  other  two  were  immediately  killed 
The  shaft  and' engine  are  but  little  injured. 

Up  to  4 o’clock  on  Tuesday  only  four  bodies  han 
been  gotten  out.  They  were  lileh  ss,  and  in  a very 
mutilated  condi’ion,  having  been  taken  from  be 
neath  a great  bulk  of  coal. 

One  of  tile  four  gotten  out  alive  on  Monday  has 
since  died.  Mr.  Beverly  Heth,  with  his  assistants, 
is  c losing  every  possible  exertion  to  get  out  lb. 
bodies.  There  is  but  litile  hope  that  any  more  ol 
them  will  be  taken  out  alive.  The  explosion  took 
place  at  6 o’clock  on  Monday  morning,  and  thirty  - 
lour  hours  had  elapsed,  when  we  last  heard  Irom 
the  pits,  in  which  time,  if  any  had  escaped  death 
from  the  very  violent  explosion,  they  must  have  died 
of  suffocation;  the  structures  for  conducting  air  in 
the  shaft  being  so  much  injured. 

The  air  below  was  so  impure  that  great  caution 
was  necessary  to  preserve  the  lives  of  those  who 
descended  to  succor  the  unfortunate  beings. 

There  is  still  uncertainty  as  to  the  number  ol 
laborers  who  had  gone  dow  n before  the  explosion. 
The  superintendents  say  that  forty  is  about  the 
number. 

Mexico.  In  another  page  we  have  given  some 
recent  intelligence  from  this  country  ; since  it  was 
in  type,  we  have  seen  a letter  published  in  the  New 
Orleans  Courierslating  that  Mr.  Langdon.  the  Ame- 
i lean  consul  at  Laguna,  a small  Mexican  port,  lias 
been  murdered,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Mexican 
authorities,  and  under  circumstances  of  barbarous 
cruelty.  The  editor  ot  the  Courier  declares  that 
the  letter  is  addressed  to  one  of  the  most  respecta 
ble  mercantile  houses  of  New  Oi  leans  from  undoubt- 
ed authority.  The  cause  or  pretext  ol  this  murder 
is  not  given,  but  the  account  states  that  he  had  been 
cruelly  treated,  thrust  into  a dungeon  where  he  re- 
mained three  nights- with  condemned  criminals,  that 
lie  succeeded  in  effecting  his  escape  with  his  wile 
to  a small  village  near  Campeachy,  where  lie  died 
of  wounds,  previously  indicted  upon  him  by  a negro 
under  the  sanction  of  one  of  tile  justices. 

From  Guatemala.  We  have  news  from  Gua- 
temala, on  the  22d  of  January.  Carrera’s  insur- 
rection was  drawing  to  a close.  His  cause  may 
have  been  considered  as  desperate  since  his  defeat 
at  Villanueva,  where,  we  have  already  mentioned, 
colonel  Galindo  was  wounded,  at  the  head  of  the 
division  of  Old  Guatemala. 

A convention  of  the  state  of  Guatemala  was  about 
to  meet  at  that  city.  The  marquis  of  Ajcinena 
(long  a resident  in  the  United  States)  is  elected  a 
member  for  Caban,  col.  Galindo  lor  Reten,  and  Dr. 
Galves  for  Cajabon. 

The  new  constitution  for  .Nicaragua  has  been 
promulgated.  It  claims  for  l he  commonwealth  the 
coasts  of  tile  Cairibbean  from  Point  Paiook  to  the 
principal  mouth  of  the  river  San  Juan.  The  go- 
vernor of  the  state  has  the  title  of  director. 

General  Morasan's  term  of  presidency  expires  in 
March,  1839.  At  the  dale  ol  advices  he  was  in  the 
city  of  Guatemala. 

Latest  from  South  America.  By  the  ship 
Courier,  captain  Wolf,  at  New  Yoik,  fioiri  Monte- 
video, papers  ot  that  city  to  the  1 1th  January,  and 
by  the  barque  Douglas,  captain  Bonnie,  from  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  accounts  from  thence  to  21st  of  the 
same  month,  have  been  received. 

Intelligence  had  bpen  received  at  Montevideo, 
that  gen.  Santa  Cruz  had  taken  possession  of  Lima 
with  a victorious  army  of  1 6,000  men;  that  in 
Callao  his  authority  had  been  proclaimed,  and  that 
the  remains  of  the  Chilian  army  had  retired. 

Ttie  blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres  by  tbe  French 
squadron  still  continued. 

The  opening  of  the  Kith  legislature  of  Buenos 
Ayres  took  place  January  1st.  Gov.  Rosas’  mes- 
sage is  contained  in  the  British  packet  of  Hie  5tl>. 

In  respect  to  the  difficulty  with  Fiance,  it  states 
nothing  new  or  important,  except  the  following; 

The  government  has  subsequently  Imen  put  in 
possession  of  sufficient  proof  that  the  British  cabi- 
net has  recently. offered  to  II  M.  the  king  of  tbe 
French,  its  good  offices  in  (lie  differences  which 
exists  between  the  republic  and  France.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  they  will  accelerate  the  termination 


•>f  the  question,  conciliating  the  interests  and  honor 
of  both  nations. 

Northeastern  boundary.  We  have  received 
i copy  of  governor  Fai.  field's  message  to  the  legisla- 
ture transmitting  copies  ol  the  agieement  between 
Messrs.  Fox  and  Forsyth,  wliicli  we  will  publish  in 
our  next.  Immediately  upon  the  reception  of  the 
message,  Mr.  Whidder  moved  Hie  following  resolu- 
tions, what  disposition  was  made  of  them  is  not 
stated. 

Resolved,  That  no  new  state  of  affairs  has  taken 
place  since  the  passage  of  the  resolves,  passed  Janu- 
-uy  24,  1S39,  and  February  20,  1839,  which  should 
cause  the  legislature  lo  recede  Horn  the  position 
taken  in  these  resolves,  and  that  tile  measures  con- 
templated by  those  resolves  should  be  carried  into 
effect. 

Resolved , That  the  measures  of  the  executive  of 
this  stale  in  carrying  into  effect  ihe  resolves  herein 
referred  to,  should  be  sustained  by  the  legislature. 

On  the  14tn  last.,  Mr.  Cole,  of  Paii-g  liom  the 
committee  on  tne  noi  llieastern  boundary,  to  whom 
the  governor’s  message  was  referied,  reported  the 
lollovving  resolve,  which  was  read  once,  and  Mon- 
day next  assigned  fi  r its  further  con  ide  a ioii — on 
which  day  it  was  recommitted  without  defia'e. 

“ Resolved , That,  whenever  the  governor  ot  this 
3iate  shall  be  luily  satisfied,  either  by  the  declara- 
uons  ol  the  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province  of 
New  Brunswick,  or  otherwise,  that  tie  has  abandon- 
ed all  idea  of  occupying  the  disputed  territoiy  w ith 
a military  force,  or  of  attempting  an  expulsion  of 
(lie  civil  force  sent  there  under  our  land  agent,  ttiat 
then  the  governor  of  this  slate  be  authoris'  d to 
withdraw  our  military  force,  leaving  the  land  agent 
with  a sufficient  posse,  arm  d or  unarmed,  as  the 
case  ma)'  require,  to  drive  out  or  arrest.  III..*  trespass- 
ers, and  to  preserve  and  'protect  ttie  timber  from 
their  depredations.” 

The  last  advices  confirm  the  pacific  disposition 
on  the  part  ot  Maine,  and  we  have  stiong  hopes  that 
Hie  piudeut  conduct  of  general  Scoit  will  anest  all 
hostile  movements,  and  put  the  question  in  a train 
for  amicable  adjustment. 

1'iie  intelligent  correspondent  of  the  Boston  At- 
las says: 

1 understand  general  Scott  last  evening  received 
a letter  from  sii  John  Harvey  of  a highly  pacific 
character;  there  is  hut  little  doubt  enfi  ruined  liei  e 
ttiat  our  present  difficulties  with  the  provincial  go- 
vernment w ill  be  amicably  settle. I. 

A letter  Horn  Bangor,  March  15,  reports  Mr. 
Jarvis  to  have  said: 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  letter  from  sir  John 
Haivey  to  general  Scott,  of  which  I spoke  in  my 
last,  is  hi  reply  to  one  which  the  genera!  had  writ- 
ten to  him  a lew  days  since,  representing  in  a very 
abie,  interesting  and  forcible  manner,  the  wishes, 
leelings  and  intentions  ot  Maine  and  the  t inted 
Slates,  in  relation  lo  Hie  present  troubles.  When 
Hie  contents  of  that  answer  transpire,  he  thinks  we 
shall  be  better  able  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  ttie  re- 
sult— al  least  we  shall  ascertain  whether  sir  John 
will  give  tbe  evidence,  which  it  is  understood  will 
be  satisfactory  to  Maine,  of  Ins  abandonment  ol  any 
intention  to  hold  jurisdiction  or  expel  our  men,  \ iz: 
by  withdrawing  Ins  troops. 

Tlie  Bangor  Whig,  1 o’clock,  P.  M.,  March  14, 
in  a postscript,  anno  dices  an  express  passing 
through  Bangor  to  Augusta,  with  a letter  Irom  sir 
John  Harvey  to  general  Scott.  Mr.  English,  the 
messenger  of  sir  John,  on  his  return  from  Augusta 
to  F'edei  icklon,  remarked  that  lie  thought  governor 
Fairfield’s  propositions  would  not  be  salislactory  to 
the  provincial  government. 

Col.  or  Mr.  Jarvis,  of  the  armed  constabulatory 
force,  has  returned  to  tbe  Aroostook. 

i’lie  Portland  Courier,  of  Friday,  says:  “ Ihere  is 
a rumor  iu  town,  supported  by  very  respectable 
authority,  that  governor  Fail  field  and  his  council 
have  united  in  a recommendation  to  the  president 
lo  appoint  the  honorable  Daniel  Webster  the  special 
minister  to  England. 

The  following  resolutions  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee to  which  gov.  Everett’s  message  was  refer- 
red, were  almost  unanimously  adopted  iu  the  house 
of  representatives  ol  the  Massachusetts  legislature 
on  Friday  the  12. h iust. 

Resolved,  That  the  state  of  affaiis  in  relation  to 

the  northeastern  boundary,  furnishes  a strong 
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reason  lor  again  asserting  our  rights,  and  for 
re-aifirming  the  positions  heretofore  assumed  by 
the  legislature  of  this  state  against  the  unwar 
rantable  claims  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  favor  of 
strong  and  vigorous  measures  by  the  government  ol 
tile  United  States,  for  a speedy  adjustment  of  the 
existing  difficulties,  in  such  a manner,  as  shall  pro- 
tect Massachusetts  and  Maine  in  the  possession  of 
the  tract  of  territory  guaranteed  to  them  by  toe 
treaty  of  peace  of  1783. 

Resolved,  That  the  active  measures  authorised  by 
a resolve  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maine 
passed  January  24th,  1839,  for  the  prevention  of 
depredations  upon  the  land  of  Massachusetts  and 
Maine,  weie  required  by  the  exigencies  of  the  case 
and  a wise  regard  for  the  preservalion  of  their  in- 
terests in  those  lands,  and  were  similar  in  character 
to  measures  adopted  by  the  land  agents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Maine  in  October  last,  and  recognized 
and  approved,  through  their  agents,  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick. 

Resolved,  That  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
exclusive  possession  and  jurisdiction  of  the  whole 
of  the  disputed  territory,  as  recently  asserted  by  the 
governor  of  New  Brunswick,  and  his  avowal  of  the 
determination  to  sustain  that  claim  by  a military 
force,  and  his  denial  of  the  right  of  the  state  of 
Maine  to  protect  from  the  lawless  depredations  of 
trespassers,  the  lands  which  have  long  been  in  the 
actual  possession  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  call 
loudly  for  the  immediate  interference  ol  the  federal 
government;  and  that  the  honor  of  the  nation  has 
demanded  the  adoption  of  decisive  measures  lor  the 
protection  of  the  citizens  and  the  preservation  of 
the  rights  and  interests  of  two  of  the  members  of 
our  confederacy. 

Resolved , That  this  commonwealth  will  co-ope- 
rate with  the  state  of  Maine  to  all  necessary  and 
constitutional  measures  for  the  preservation  of  the 
interests  of  both  states  in  the  lands  in  the  disputed 
territory,  and  for  the  speedy  adjustment  of  the  ex- 
isting controversy. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a copy  of' these  resolutions  to 
the  executive  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  state 
of  Maine,  to  the  executive  of  the  several  states  of 
the  union,  and  to  each  of  our  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives in  congress. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
terminated  its  annual  session  on  Saturday  the  9th 
inst.,  on  which  day  chief  justice  Taney,  who  had 
been  confined  to  his  lodgings  by  indisposition,  was 
again  on  the  bench. 

Among  the  cases,  decided  at  this  term  was  the 
case  from  Illinois,  familiarly  known,  as  the  Beau- 
bean  cuse,  tn  which  the  courtdecided  in  favor  of  the 
United  States,  and  upon  such  principles  says  the 
Intelligencer,  as  to  be  conclusive  against  the  opposi- 
tion party  in  the  cause — also  the  great  appeal  case 
from  the  district  court  of  Alabama,  in  which  the 
judgments  rendered  by  that  court  are  all  revers- 
ed. The  opinion  of  a majority  of  the  court  was 
read  by  the  chief  justice,  and  we  understand  it  as 
maintaining  these  propositions  : 

1.  That,  by  the  comity  of  nations,  corporations 
can  contract,  as  well  as  sue,  in  other  nations  as  well 
as  in  that  winch  they  exist,  or  by  whose  govern- 
ment they  are  created. 

2.  That  this  comity  exists,  in  a s ill  stronger  de- 
gree, between  states  connected  together  as  are  the 
states  of  this  union. 

3.  That  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Alabama  es- 
tablish no  such  policy  as  is  infringed  by  the  pur- 
chase and  sale  of  bills  of  exchange  within  her  limits 
by  the  agents  of  foreign  corporations. 

4.  An  admission  that  there  are  some  rights  of  citi- 
zens of  other  states,  secured  by  the  constitution,  of 
which  a state  cannot  divest  them.  This  was  not 
the  ground  ol  the  decision,  but  w as  intended,  as  we 
suppose,  to  be,  in  legal  phrase,  the  exclusions/ a 
conclusion. 

Mr.  Justice  Baldwin  gave  a separate  and  very  ela- 
borate opinion  in  favor  of  reversal,  but  putting  his 
judgment  on  the  rights  of  the  parties,  under  the  con- 
stiiution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Justice  McKinley  adhered  to  the  opinions 
expressed  by  him  in  the  court  below. 

Mr.  Webster’s  argument  in  the  above  appeal 
case,  is  of  great  interest,  and  we  will  publish  it  next 
week,  as  reported  in  the  “ Intelligencer.” 

More  Indian  murders,  Tullahassee,  March  10, 
1339.  We  learn  from  Monticejlo  that  oil  Friday 
-evening  last,  the  dwelling  of  Edmond  Gray,  esq. 
of  Jefferson  county,  within  nine  miles  ol  Monticello, 
was  attacked  by  a party  of  Indians,  and  ihat  he,  to- 
gether with  two  of  his  children,  were  murdered, 
another  child  severely  wounded,  his  house  burned 
to  the  ground,  and  his  plantation  plundered.  They 
- da  th«  attack  about  an  hour  after  dark,  shot  Mr. 


Gray  and  one  ol  his  smallest  children  while  in  the  ; 
house,  another  shot  about  forty  paces  from  it,  wtiile 
endeavoring  to  escape.  A third  child  was  knocked 
down  with  the  butt  end  of  a ride,  and  stabbed  in  se- 
veral places  very  badly,  and  left  by  the  savages 
senseless  as  for  dead  in  the  yard.  A fourth  child, 
composing  all'  his  white  family,  being  about  12 
years  old,  fortunately  escaped  by  flight  in  the  dark, 
although  pursued  some  distance,  and  shot  at  several 
tunes.  She  was  t lie  eldest  of  the  children. 

We  predict  this  is  not  the  last  by  many  of  the 
outrages  to  be  perpetrated  by  the  savages  in  Middle 
Florida  this  summer.  E ist  Florida  is  desolated. 
There  is  no  incentive  for  attack  there.  The  In- 
dians want  provisions.  The  stock  in  East  Florida 
is  all  destroyed.  The  presence  of  the  regulars  in 
large  force  there  renders  such  predatory  eruptions 
hazardous.  The  theatre  of  war  is  changed.  Mid- 
dle Florida  is  hereafter  for  seveial  months  destined 
to  be  the  scene  of  outrage,  of  families  murdered  and 
scaiped,  ol  burning  houses  and  devastated  planta- 
tions. 

We  have  confidence  in  our  executive — our  popu- 
lation is  brave  and  patriotic;  but  he  is  wilhout 
[tower,  wilhout  funds,  without  piovisioris.  What 
will  be  the  extent  of  the  ruin  God  only  knows. 

This  horrible  outrage  has  been  committed  10 
mites  within  the  station  of  t he  frontier  troops  of  mi- 
litia and  regulars,  and  the  heart  of  a thick  settle- 
ment. The  littie  giil  who  escaped  says  the  yard 
and  house  were  full  of  Indians,  amt  they  fired  often. 
The  number  of  the  party  is  supposed  to  have  been 
about  thirty.  Several  volunteers  on  the  receipt  of 
the  information  were  raised  in  Monticello  and  its 
vicinity,  and  w ith  capt.  Rowell’s  company  of  Flo- 
rida militia,  went  immediately  in  pursuit  of  the 
savages,  who  fled  to  the  Ocilta  hammocks. 

Mr.  Gray  w as  one  of  the  most  respectable,  useful 
and  worthy  citizens  of  Jefferson.  He  was  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers,  and  has  several  years  filled  the 
office  of  magistrate,  respectably.  He  was  a widow- 
er and  not  in  affluent  ciicu instances. 

Mexico.  From  a New  Orleans' slip  of  the  12th 
instant,  we  have  the  follow  ing! 

By  the  arrival  of  the  schooner  G.  H.  Wetter, capt. 
Belvaillr,  Iroin  Vera  Cruz,  we  have  received  very 
late  news  Irom  that  quarter;  ttie  most  important  of 
which  is  the  raising  of  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of 
Ma’.amoras,  Tampico,  Soto  la  Marina,  and  Tuspan. 
The  following  circular  addressed  to  all  the  consuls, 
and  vice  consuls  at  Vera  Cruz,  by  admiral  Baudin, 
has  been  communicated  to  us  by  the  French  consul 
at  this  port. 

[circular.]' 

Frigate  Nereide,  Feb.  17,  1839. 

Sir  : In  the  present  contest  between  Mexico  and 
France,  the  government  of  his  majesty  never  had, 
and  never  will  have,  any  other  desire  than  to  insure 
justice  and  protection  to  Frenchmen.  That  justice 
and  that  protection  seem  to  exist  at  present  in  the 
portions  ol  the  Mexican  states  which  have  declared 
in  favor  of  the  fedeial  constitution,  comprehending 
the  ports  of  Matauioras,  Tampico,  Soto  la  Matina. 
and  Tuspan,  and  I have  raised  the  blockade  of  said 
[torts  to  show  that  France  is  not  hostile  to  those  who 
are  not  hostile  to  her.  I have  the  honor,  sir,  to  re- 
quest of  you  to  communicate  to  the  captains  of  ves- 
sels of  your  nation  the  assurance  that  no  obstacle 
is  interposed  to  their  trade  by  the  French  cruisers 
in  that  part -of  the  coast  of  theGulf  of  Mexico,  com- 
prehended between  the  river  Tecolato  and  the  bar 
of  Santiago,  north  of  the  river  Btavo. 

Should  a change  of  circumstances  oblige  me  to 
renew  the  blockade  on  any  part  of  this  coast,  it  will 
be  announced  with  the  same  formalities  and  delays 
as  the  former. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 

The  rear  admiral,  commanding  the  naval  forces  of 

France,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Charles  Baudin. 

Tampico.  The  New  Orleans  Louisianian  says  : 
“ The  consul  of  France  has  communicated  to  us  the 
following  official  document 

Manuel  de  Mora,  administrator  of  the  maratime 
custom  house  at  Tampico. 

I certify  that  the  follow  ing  order  has  this  day  been 
communicated  to  me  by  his  excellency,  the  general- 
in-chief  of  the  liberating  army  : 

Whereas,  the  merchant  vessels  now  in  the  port  of 
Vera  Cruz  are  insured  to  that  place,  and  they  run  a 
new  risk  in  going  to  another  port-  I hereby  order 
that  to  compensate  such  risk,  there  shall  be  a re- 
duction of  25  per  cent,  on  the  duties  payable  by 
each  vessel  coining  in  this  manner  to  Tampico, 
provided  no  deduction  shall  be  made  from  the  one 
per  cent,  usually  paid  in  cash.  I make  this  known 
to  yon  that  you  may  govern  yourself  accordingly. 
God  and  liberty.  JosE  Ub&EA. 

Head  quarters.,  Jan.  17, 1839. 


*‘  The  last  war.”  A correspondent  has  sent 
the  editors  ol  tiie  Baltimore  American  for  publica- 
tion the  following 

List  of  British  vessels  of  war  taken  by  the  Americans 
in  lol2  to  1815. 

Names  and  guns. 

Guerriere 
Macedonian 


Java 
New  Frigate 
Alert 
Frolic 
Boxer 
Peacock 
Epervier 
Reindeer 
Avon 
Penguin 
Hern  tes 
Cyarie 
Levant 
Dominica 
Highflyer 
Laura 

St.  Lawrence 
Pictou 
Baiahou 
Townsend 
Emu 
Land  rail 
Morgiana 
Lapwing 
Prince  Adolphus  ' 
Princess  Amelia 
Express 
Maryann 
Ann  > 

Manchester  ) 

Little  Catharine 
Priu.  Elizabeth 
do.  do.  (ano’r.) 
Lady  M.  Pelham 
Windsor  Castle 
Swallow 

Duke  of  Montrose 
Noct  on 
Detroit 

Queen  Charlotte 

Lady  Prevost 

Hunter 

Little  Belt 

Chippewa 

Caledonia 

Confiunce 

Lnnet 

Chub 

Finch 

Duke  of  Gloucester 
Melville 
Julia 
Growler 
Nancy 


By  whom  taken. 
49  Constitufloti  frigate. 
49  United  Slates. 

49  Constitution. 

40  Destroyed  at  York. 
26  Essex. 

22  W asp. 

18  Ei:erprise. 

20  Hornet. 

20  Peacock. 

20  W asp. 

19  Wasp. 

21  Hornet. 

28  Destroyed  at  Mobile, 
oj  | Constitution. 


Priv.  Decatur,  7 guns. 
President  frigtie. 

Priv.  Diligent,  10  guns. 
Pr,v.  Chasseur,  12  do. 
Constitution  frigate. 
Priv.  Perry,  6 guns.  - 
Priv.  Tom,  10  guns. 
Holkar,  privateer, 


Syren, 
Saratoga  14, 
Fox  7,' 

Gov.  McKean, 
Rossie, 
Anaconda, 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


gs  CS 
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Gov.  Tompkins,  do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


York  town, 

-O  1 

> A y 126  Herald, 

£ £ Harpy, 


py, 

America, 

Kemp, 

Roger, 

President  frigate. 

do.  do. 

Essex,  do. 

19] 

17, 

13 

10  )■  Lake  Erie. 

3 
1 
6 

39] 

jj  J-Lake  Champlain. 

aj 

^ > Lake  Ontario. 

8J 

3 Lake  Huron. 

62  vessels,  mounting  870  guns. 

List  of  merchant  vessels  captured  from  the  British  by 
the  Americans  in  1812  to  1S15. 

354  ships,  mounting  2500  guns. 

610  brigs  2400 

520  schooners  900 

135  sloops,  few  armed 
750  vessels,  besides  the  above,  (re-captur- 
ed), 2500 

62  Naiional  ships  as  above  870 

2422  in  all,  , . 8870 

31  ships  of  war  were  lost  at  sea  during 
the  above  time,  which  may  fairly 
come  into  the  account  809 

2453  vessels  9679  suns. 

(Jig-Forsome  interesting  particulars  see,  the  ‘-Prize 
list”  published  in  the  ‘-Register”  during  the  last 
war  with  Great  Bri.ain. 

Massachusetts  general  hospital.  The  an- 
nual report  of  the  trustees  of  this  institution,  re- 
present its  finances  in  an  embarrassed  condition. 
The  ‘'(11111111111100  of  the  receipts,  consequent  upon 
the  unexampled  difficulties  of  t he  times,”  have  se- 
riously alfected  a portion  of  the  properly  in  which 
a portion  of  its  lurnls  are  invested.  Pile  whole  re- 
ceipts of  the  year  1838  amounted  to  $16,081,  and 
the  expenditures  to  $17,506  24;  excess  of  expen- 
ditures over  and  above  the  receipts,  $1,425  24.  It 
is  stated  that  there  is  due  from  the  institution  to  the 
Life  Insurance  company,  $50,000,  of  which  debt 
$40,000  was  invested  to  build  “the  Belknap  Ward 
of  the  McLean  asylum” — which,  it  is  said,  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  female 
patients. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Bell,  superintendent  of  the 
McLean  asylum,  states  that  the  number  of  pa- 
tients received  during  the  year,  was  138  the  total 
number  enjoying  the  benefits  of  the  asylum  during 
the  year,  224 — discharged  during  the  year,  131 
remaining  January  I,  1839,  93.  The  following 
table  furnishes  information,  at  once  curious  and 
interesting: 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  23,  1839— MISCELLANEOUS, 


51 


Occupations  of  male  patient*  admitted  lathe  McLean 
Jisytum,  during  the  period  of  20  years  from  the 
opening  of  Ike  institution  in  October,  1818. 


Watchmakers, 

Bikers, 

Tinplate  workers,  4 

Glassbloweis,  3 

Masons,  3 

Truckmen,  4 

Tanners,  4 

Butchers,  4 

Stablers,  2 

Barbers,  2 

Plumbers,  2 

Engravers,  3 

I'auurs,  3 

Dancing  masters,  2 

i>'e  vea  ores,  2 

Officers  <4  U.  Stales 
navy  ami  army,  4 

Distillers,  2 

Engineer,  ] 

Up  misters,  2 

Papermaker, 

Stage  driver, 
vj  iller, 

Halter, 

Rigger, 


Farmers,  1S4 

Merchants,  132 

Mariners,  69 

Carpenters,  53 

Clerks,  46 

Students,  42 

Shoemakers,  44 

No  occupation,  30 

Laborers,  26 

Blacksmiths,  22 

Physicians,  25 

Teache  s,  19 

Pi  inters,  16 

Taverners,  16 

Lawyers,  16 

Bovs,  17 

Dyers,  clothiers,  & c.  12 
Wheelwiights,  10 

Painters,  10 

Cabinetmakers,  9 

Machinists,  6 Papermaker,  1 

Clergymen,  10  Stage  driver,  1 

Manufacturers,  8 vi  filer,  1 

Sailmakers,  8 Hatter,  ] 

Sadlers,  8 Rigger,  ] 

Coopers,  8 

Stonecutters,  6 91S 

Bookbinders,  2 

The  report  remarks — “This  table  demonstrates 
how  extensively  the  various  ranks  of  society  have 
been  benefitted  by  the  institution,  hardly  a profes- 
sion, or  an  occupation  which  does  not  find  here 
some  representative.  And  it  is  not  a little  remark- 
able, that  the  occupation  which  of  all  others  has 
been  deemed  most  healthful,  and  which  from  the 
absence  ot  all  causes  of  excitement  could  be  less 
than  any  other,  exposed  lo  insanity,  that  of  the 
farmer,  furnishes  the  greatest  numb  r of  patients 
for  the  as^  him,  being  nearly  3 ) p*er  cent,  of  the 
whole  number  of  males  admitted.  [Lost.  Cour. 

Public  works  of  Pennsylvania.  Governor 
Porter  communicated  to  the  two  branches  of  the 
Pennsylvania  legislature  on  Monday  a message, 
transmitting  a report  of  the  canal  commissioners, 
with  accompanying  documents,  showing  the  actual 
condition  ot  the  finished  lines  of  canal  and  rail  road, 
and  the  amount  of  money  which  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  put  them  in  good  order  and  repair. 
Shortly  alter  the  organization  of  the  canal  board, 
the  report  states  that  engineers  of  the  highest  stand- 
ing and  most  extensive  experience,  were  appointed 
to  make  an  examination  of  the  several  divisions  of 
canal  and  rail  load,  and  to  estimate  the  amount 
which  would  be  required  to  -‘lestore  them  to  a 
sound  and  efficient  business  doing  state.”  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  estimates  of  the  engineers,  viz  : 


Columbia  rail  road. 
Eastern  division, 
Susquehanna  division, 
J uniata  division, 
Portage  rail  road, 
Western  division, 
Beaver  division, 
French  creek  division, 
West  branch  division. 
North  branch  division, 
Delaware  division, 


$51,212  00 
56.857  Ot) 
74.570  00 
176.000  00 
48,500  00 
83,034  00 
47.8S0  00 
236,500  00 
102,555  00 
178.224  00 
70,369  00 


rents — total,  $265,115  00;  they  divided  8 percent, 
on  their  capital,  $136,312  00;  their  expenditures 
were  $120,043  00,  leaving  a surplus  of  $16  267  72. 
The  capital  is  now  1,782,000  00 ; lo  make  8 per 
cent,  on  which,  they  must  earn  a nett,  without  any 
reservation  for  depreciation,  ol  $143,560  00.  This 
road  should  have  two  tracks,  which  would  enable 
them  to  provide  for  steamboat  passengers  at  once. 
The  Bo-,ton  and  Worcester  rail  road  earned  $212,- 
325  00,  viz  : $1 12,032  43  lor  passengers,  $94  827  31 
lor  freight,  mail,  &c..  $5,465  29  lor  rents,  &c. 
Their  expenses  now  ( exclusive  of  amounts  charged 
to  construction.)  $85,572  97;  balance,  $126,742  06; 
they  divided  $102,000  on  a capital  of  $1,700,000, 
anti  reserved  $15,000  for  depreciation,  &c. 

The  Eastern  iad  road  (to  Salem.)  expended 
$S31  903  30.  anil  their  receipts  Irom  August  2S  lo 
December 31.  were  $37,422 — exp  nses.  $17,818  19. 
100,030  passengers  were  carried  from  August  28  to 
January  IS. 

The  Taunton  Branch  rail  road  received  $70,336  99, 
and  expended  $34,996  05.  Ttieircapilul  paid  m is 
$249,825.  [Bosh  Mercantile  Journal. 

Deaf  and  dumb.  In  accordance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  then  charter,  the  directors  of  the 
Pennsylvania  institution  lor  the  deaf  and  dumb  have 
presented  their  annual  report  to  the  legislature. 
The  whole  number  of  deaf  and  diunbin  the  institu- 
tion is  115,  sixty-two  are  supported  wholly  or  in 
part  by  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  ; fifteen 
are  supported  by  Maryland;  twelve  by  New  Jer- 
sey ; two  by  the  institution.  The  remaining  six- 
teen are  supported  by  their  friends.  Of  these, 
Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  Delaware  have  each 
one;  Missouri,  Louisiana,  N-w  Jersey  and  North 
Carolina,  each  two;  and  Virginia,  five.  Of  the 
Pennsylvania  state  pupils,  fifteen  are  Irom  Philadel- 
phia During  the  past  year,  twenty-seven  have 
been  added  to,  and  fourteen  have  left  the  institu- 
tion. Several  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
buildings,  which  have  proved  well  adapted  lo  pro- 
cure comfort  and  health.  An  additional  story  has 
been  added  to  the  school  room  lor  Ihe  convenience 
of  the  department  of  instruction,  and  the  arrange- 
ment and  presen  ation  of  the  instruction  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb.  Paul  Beck,  jr.  president,  and  James  J. 
Barclay,  secretary.  [ Ledger . 

Births  and  deaths  in  Philadelphia.  The 
annual  report  issued  by  Ihe  health  office  gives  the 
the  following  statement  of  the  births  and  deaths  in 
the  c;ly  and  county  of  Philadelphia  in  each  month 
of  the  year  1838  : 


Births. 

Deaths. 

January 

6-50 

474 

February 

651 

403 

March 

701 

417 

April 

620 

389 

May 

656 

530 

June 

629 

437 

July 

690 

680 

August 

621 

790 

Sepieinber 

709 

446 

October 

644 

420 

November 

582 

296 

December 

628 

315 

Total 

7780 

5462 

Of  the  births  3982  w’ere  males  and  3798  females  ; 
of  the  deaths  2969  were  males  and  2493  females. 


Total  amount  $1,125,761  00 

“ To  these  estimates  ” the  board 
say,  “ may  be  added  the  following 
items  of  expenditures  on  Ihe  Co” 
lurnbia  and  Portage  rail  roads,  re- 
quired to  put  them  into  a fit  condi- 
tion for  public  use,  as  will  appear 
by  reference  to  the  leports  ot  the 
engineers,  viz:”  $551,231  00 

Making  altogether  $1,676,992  00 

Rail  ro  ads.  An  examination  of  Ihe  rail  road  ie- 

ports  recently  published  by  the  legislature,  atfords 
some  interesting  facts  for  those  who  desire  to  make 
investments  in  such  stocks,  as  well  as  the  commu- 
nity generally. 

The  Lowell  rail  road  received  last  vear  from  pas 
sengers,  $94,569  10— freight,  $76,23  47  ; Ando- 
ver and  Haverhill,  $17,996  76  ; Nasnua.  $1  976  24  ; 
total,  $191. 77S  57.  Expenditures,  $75,597  94 — 
leaving  a nett  balance,  without  any  reserve  for  dis- 
position, ol  $116, 130  63.  The  corporation  also  ex 
pended,  as  they  report,  $67,263  75  tor  objects  not 
ordinary,  and  tnerelore  carried  lo  the  account  of 
construction.  Dividends  last  year,  $90,000,  or  six 
per  cent.  The  B >ston  and  Providence  rail  road  re- 
ceived $196,974  73  tor  passengers,  $64,143  92  lor 
freight,  $2,250  00  for  the  mail,  and  $1,741  60  for 


Naval.  Extracts  from  Ihe  report  of  capt.  Joseph 
Smith  of  the  United  States  ship  Ohio,  dated  28th  of 
December,  183S,  and  transmitted  to  the  depaitment 
by  coin.  Isaac  Hull,  commanding  United  Slates 
naval  lorces  in  the  Mediterranean. 

“ Ol  the  state  and  condition  of  the  ship’s  com- 
pany, I am  happy  to  say,  that  perfect  harmony  and 
subordination  exist,  and  a z-  al  to  do  their  duty, 
each  in  his  proper  sphere,  is  apparent  in  all  ranks. 
The  officers,  generally,  are  intelligent  and  compe- 
tent, and  evince  a disposition  to  exert  themselves 
to  make  the  ship  what  it  is  desirabl-  she  should  be. 
The  men  are  well  behaved  and  subordinate,  and, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  are  efficient.”  * * * 

“ The  ship  accommodates  her  officers  and  crew 
as  well  as  ships  of  her  class  can.  as  far  as  I am 
able  to  judge.  [ have,  wiih  commander  Stockton, 
made  inquiry  of  the  officers  occupying  rooms  on 
the  orlop  deck,  as  to  their  convenience  and  eom- 
foit,  and  they  slated  that  their  apartments  had  been 
quite  comfortable,  and  much  more  so  than  they  had 
expected  to  find  them. 

“Thus  far  that  deck  has  proved  extremely  com- 
fortable to  all  whose  beitlis  are  there,  and  much 
more  so,  in  my  opinion  than  any  other  deck  could  I 
have  been  made,  lor  all  its  occupants.  The  con-  I 
sumption  of  oil  and  candles  is  an  objection  here,  as  ! 
it  is  in  all  ship  b !o  • but  certainly  not  more  so  in  j 
this  than  in  any  other  ship.  I 


“ The  orlop  .deck  can  be,  and  has  oeen.  kept 
clean  and  dry,  and  w i II  ventilated  by  wiudsails,  and 
I have  perceived  no  ill  effects,  and,  as  lar  as  1 have 
learned,  1 btlieve  no  instance  ot  ill  health  is  attri- 
butable to,  or  exists  in  consequence  of,  sleeping  or 
messing  on  that  deck.” 

Cruise  of  the  Boston.  The  U.  S.  sloop  of 
war  Boston  arrived  at  P nsacola  the  22d  ultimo, 
alter  a cruise  of  149  days  among  the  Keys,  and 
along  Ihe  coast  of  Florida  and  Cuba,  having  passed 
inside  Ihe  Florida  reefs  from  Sombrero  Key  to  the 
dry  Tortugas,  a passage  never  before  perioi  med  by 
a sloop  ot  war.  The  Gaze'te  of  Pensacola  stales 
that  the  Boston  had  been  detained  much  longer  lhan 
her  appointed  time,  in  consequence  ol'  the  active 
part  taken  by  her  commander  in  relation  lo  the  dif- 
ficuliies  arising  between  the  masters  of  some  Ame- 
rican vessels  and  the  authorities  ol  Havana,  involv- 
ing qnestioiisofmiic.il  importance. 

B Tore  leaving  Havana,  a memorial  from  Ameri- 
can citizens  resident  therein,  and  masters  of  vessels 
in  port  at  the  time,  was  presented  to  capt.  B dibit, 
expressive  of  their  thanks  for  the  able  and  zealous 
manner  in  which  he  had  espoused  their  causp,  and 
al-o  their  gratitude  for  the  benefit  which  had  ac- 
crued to  them  from  the  protection  alforded  by  his 
presence.  The  officers  of  the  Boston  contradict  a 
statement  that  has  appeared  in  the  American  pa- 
■ pers,  importing  that  a marked  slight  or  affront  had 
been  offered  to  Ihe  officers  of  Ihe  Boslon  by  those 
I of  a British  sloop  of  w ar  at  the  Havana.  So  far  from 
this  being  the  case,  it  is  asserted  that  the  most 
friendly  intercourse  existed  between  them.  Com- 
pliments of  the  most  cordial  character  have  been 
interchanged,  not  only  with  the  English,  but  the 
French  squadron  also — the  ball  given  by  the  prince 
de  Joinville  having  been  attended  by  all  the  officers 
that  could  be  spared  from  duty. 

Benjamin  Franklin.  The  following  charac- 
teristic letter  of  Dr.  Franklin  has  never  before  been 
published,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain. 
The  original  is  in  the  possession  oi  a venerable 
gentleman  of  this  city,  who  numbers  four  scors 
years.  It  is  conclusive  against  the  often  asserted 
declaration  that  Franklin  was  inclined  to  infidelity. 
We  should  be  glad  to  know  if  the  (ow  n of  Franklin 
ever  received  the  hooks,  and  if  they  were  the  foun- 
dation of  a parochial  libraiy.  [Boston  Trans. 

Passy,  March  18,  1785. 

“My  dear  friend:  My  nephew.  Mr.  Williams, 
will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  von  this  line.  It 
is  to  request  from  you  a few  good  books,  to  Ihe 
value  of  about  £25.  such  as  are  most  proper  to  in- 
culcate principles  of  sound  religion,  and  just  go- 
vernment. A new  town  in  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts having  done  ine  the  honor  of  naming  itself  af- 
ter me,  and  proposing  to  build  a steeple  to  their 
meeting  house  il  I would  give  them  a bell,  I have 
advised  the  sparing  themselves  the  expense  of  a 
steeple  at  present,  and  that  they  would  accept 
books  instead  of  a bell,  sense  being  preferable  to 
sound.  These  are,  therefore,  intended  as  the  com- 
mencement of  a little  parochial  library  for  the  use 
of  a society  of  intelligent  farmers,  such  as  our  coun- 
try people  generally  consist  of.  Besides  your  own 
works,  I would  only  mention,  on  recommendation 
of  my  sister,  * Stenet’s  Discourses  on  Personal  Reli- 
gion,’which  rnay  be  one  book  of  the  number,  if 
yon  know  it.  With  the  highest  esteem  amt  respect. 

I am  ever,  mv  dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

"Rev.  Dr.  Price.”  “B.  Franklin. 

Hon.  B.  C.  Howard.  We  find  the  following 
note  in  the  Boston  Atlas,  to  the  editor  of  which  pa- 
per it  was  addressed  : 

Dear  sir : Perceiving  a suggestion  in  the  Atlas  as 
to  the  authorship  of  Ihe  report  of  the  rommitlee  on 
foreign  affairs  concerning  the  late  pvpiiIs  in  Maine, 

I beg  leave  to  state  that  the  report  was  wholly  w rit- 
ten  by  Mr.  How  ard,  of  Maryland,  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  ; and  as  the  report  is  highly  cr<  dit- 
able to  his  ability  and  patriotism.it  is.  proper  the 
part  he  has  acted  in  this  emergency  should  he  uni- 
versally understood,  especially  in  Massachusetts 
and  Maine.  I am.  yours  respectfully, 

Richard  Haughton,  cs<].  C.  Cushing. 

Major  Winston.  The  chief  happiness  of  this 
old  soldier’s  life,  was  his  association  with  Ids  mili- 
tary companions — and  it  was  his  dying  request  that 
he  should  be  buried  with  military  honors. 

We  understand  that  the  scene  at  the  grave  was 
most  imposing.  The  knapsack  the  major  had  worn 
at  Yorktown.  and  his  canteen,  were  exhibited  pre- 
vious to  consigning  them  to  the  grave  with  him, 
according  to  his  request.  The  knapsack  was  of 
coarsp  canvass,  and  the  canteen  of  wood,  indicative 
of  the  toils  and  privations  our  fathers  of  the  revolu- 
tion endured  for  liberty’s  sake* 
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A few  days  before  his  death,  he  observed,  that  for 
the  last  twenty-eight  years,  lie  had  never  tailed  upon 
the  twenty-second  oi  February,  and  fourth  of  July, 
to  have  on  his  “regimentals”  in  honor  of  those  days. 
He  expressed  a wish  to  be  able  to  appear  in  the 
dress  ot  the  soldier  on  the  22d.  On  the  22d  he  was 
almost  in  an  insensible  state,  but  the  firing  of  the 
morning  guns  filled  him  with  evident  and  strong 
emotion.  The  day  was  bright  and  beautiful,  but 
his  companions  passed  on  to  their  usual  festivities 
without  him.  And  it  was  not  more  than  an  hour 
or  two  after  the  evening  guns  had  told  the  day  was 
gone,  that  his  spirit  bade  them  all  farewell  forever. 

[ Richmond  ( Va.)  Compiler. 

Ms.  Adam  Eckfeldt.  The  Pennsylvanian 
contains  a beautiful  tiibute  of  respect  to  Mr.  Adam 
Eckfeldt,  who  has  recently  resigned  his  post  as 
chief  coiner  of  the  mint,  in  consequence  of  old  age, 
alter  having  devoted  more  than  lorty  years  to  his 
duties,  during  which  period  not  the  slightest  suspi- 
cion rested  upon  his  integrity.  He  was  appointed 
to  office  by  Washington,  and  has  left  behind  him  in 
the  mint  many  lasting  monuments  of  his  skill  and 
genius  as  a mechanic,  and  of  his  devotion  to  his 
country’s  interest. 


ONE  DAY  LATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  packet  ship  North  America  brings  Loudon 
papers  of  the  6th,  and  Liverpool  of  the  7th  Feb- 
ruaiy. 

'ihe  London  papers  of  the  6th  are  chiefly  filled 
with  the  discussion  on  the  addresses  in  the  two 
houses  of  parliament  in  answer  to  the  queen’s 
speech. 

Accounts  from  Paris  say  that  the  announcement 
of  the  dissolution  of  the  Fiench  chambers  had  pro- 
duced no  public  expression  ol  disappiobation. 

The  French  corps  of  observation  on  the  Belgian 
frontier  w as  nearly  complete.  Prussia  was  making 
counter  movements,  and  had  cai-led  out  the  w ar  re- 
serves in  the  Rhenish  provinces. 

t he  Nortn  America  has  been  lor  fifteen  days 
west  of  the  Grand  Bank,  during  w hich  she  has  ex- 
perienced very  heavy  westerly  gales,  by  which  con- 
siderable damage  was  done  to  ihe  sails.  When  in 
iut.  46,  Ion.  4S  30,  on  the  4th  instant,  the  ship  uas 
surrounded  by  several  large  islands  of  ice,  the  sea, 
far  as  the  eye-sight  could  reach,  being  completely 
covered  with  it. 

As  of  the  greatest  immediate  interest,  we  give 
those  passages  of  several  speeches  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  Canada.-  The  Duke  of  Wellington  said  : 

Myltrds:  1 now  come  to  tlie  last  part  of  the 
speech,  to  which  1 have  listened  with  the  utmost 
anxiety,  and  1 am  happy  to  find  in  this  s|reech  what 
w as  (.nought  necessary  on  a lonner  occasion,  name- 
ly, a declaration  on  ihe  pait  of  her  majesty  ot  tier 
firm  determination  to  maintain  her  soven-igmy  over 
her  provinces  in  North  America.  My  lords,  1 
could  wish  that  tnis  declaration  ot  her  majesty  had 
been  accompanied  by  corresponding  efforts  to  ena- 
ble her  majesiy  to  carry  these  intentions  into  effect. 

It  is  a (ruling  insurrection,  and  confined  to  one 
artot  the  country  ; but  it  has  Deen  accompanied 
y an  invasion  and  an  attack  upon  the  persons  and 
prop.rty  of  tier  majesty’s  peace-able  subjects  on  ail 
pans  ol  the  frontier  adjoining  tne  United  States,  by 
lmiabitants  of  the  United  Suites,  and  lor  no  reason 
whatever  but  because  her  majesty’s  subjects  are 
obedient  and  loyal  to  her  majesty  (hear ! and 
cheer.-.] 

Certainly,  my  lords,  I should  wish  to  so  see  a 
corresponding  preparation  made,  and  measures 
adopted,  wnti  a view  of  carrying  into  execution 
the  intentions  which  her  uiaj  sty  has  declared,  ol 
maintaining  her  sovereignty  over  these  provinces. 
[Cueers.]  My  ioids,  the  sjstem  of  private  war 
winch  prevails  on  that  frontier,  is  unknow  n in  any 
otuer  part  ol  tlie  world.  We  read  of  such  things  m 
the  hisiory  of  harbanan  nations — we  read  of  such  a 
system  carr.ed  oil  against  the  Austrian  monarchy, 
which  lasted  trom  century  io  centniy.  All  these 
were  wars  ol  barbarism  against  civilization.  Never 
were  there  any  instances  of  such  wars  between 
civilized  nations  except  in  the  case  belore  us. 

f trust  noble  lords  and  the  other  house  of  parlia 
mcui  will  look  a little  further  into  this  very  import- 
ant subject,  and  draw  the  attention  of  government 
closely  io  il ; lor  it  appears  to  me  eminently  neces- 
sary that  some  measure  should  be  taken  lo  induce 
the  goveirnneiit  of  the  United  States  to  put  into 
operation  some  effectual  steps  for  I lie  suppression 
ol  these  outrageous  proceedings.  [Hear,  hear.] 

Let  them  consider  closely  ihe  consequences  ol 
that  invasion,  lor  it  seems  io  me,  that  il  some  steps 
are  not  speedily  taken  on  the  part  of  her  majesty  to 
enforce  that  passage  of  Ihe  royal  speech  of  which  1 
approve  so  luglily,  we  shall  find  our  province  ol 
Upper  Canaua  treated  much  in  the  same  way  in 
winch  the  province  of  Texas  has  been  treated. 


[Hear,  hear,  hear.]  This  is  a point  to  which  l beg 
to  draw  the  particular  attention  of  her  majesty’s 
government. 

I entreat  of  them  to  consider  this  war  as  a grea! 
national  war;  [hear,  hear!]  to  remember  that  the 
highest  national  interests  are  involved  in  it,  and  that 
we  must  proceed  on  a large  scale  of  action,  if  we 
wish  to  bring  it  to  an  early  and  satisfactory  period, 
[hear,  hear!] 

I have  no  doubt  of  the  intentions  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  in  the  matter,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I cannot  bat  feel  regret  w hen  I see  American 
subjects  coining  armed  into  our  territory,  armed 
and  provided,  to.o,  with  cannon  taken  from  the 
United  States,  and  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
[hear,  hear  !]  i cannot,  1 say,  but  feel  deep  regret 
ana  iirtich  surprise,  when  1 see  these  American 
subjects  publicly  invading  our  territories,  and  am 
tola  that  it  cannot  be  tire  vented  by  the  government 
ol  the  Unitea  States  [hear,  hear!] 

There  can,  1 conceive,  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
civil  government  ol  any  country  is  capable  at  any 
lime  of  preventing  the  collection  of  bodies  of  troops 
within  its  territory,  and  their  invasion  of  neighbor- 
ing states.  [Hear,  hear,  hear.]  But  here  we  see 
the  United  States  sitting  down  quietly,  and  taking 
hardly  any  notice  whatever  of  the  invasion  by  its 
subjects  of  the  British  provinces,  [hear,  hear]. 

Lord  Melbourne — In  alluding  to  another  part  ol 
the  speech,  the  subject  of  w hich  it  is  impossible  to 
regai d without  considerable  uneasiness  and  vexa- 
tion— I refer  to  the  state  of  Canada — the  noble 
duke,  while  he  appears  to  approve  of  that  part  ol 
tlie  speech,  states  that  he  could  have  wished  to  see 
some  corresponding  measures  of  vigor  adopted  by 
the  government,  in  order  to  carry  that  determina- 
tion into  effective  operation. 

It  is  quite  clear  mat  a state  ot  things  does  exist 
on  the  North  American  frontier  greatly  to  be  de- 
plored; yet,  when  we  remember  the  disposition 
exhibited  by  the  various  states  there  to  interfere 
with  each  other’s  affairs,  and  the  tendency  to  pri- 
vate warfare  with  each  other,  not  greatly  to  be 
wondered  at.  When,  however,  the  noble  duke  so 
strongly  expresses  his  regret  at  not  seeing  a vigor 
ous  demonstration  made  on  our  Canadian  province, 
in  order  to  enable  our  subjects  there  to  repel  the 
outrageous  aggressions  upon  them,  I am  somewhat 
at  a loss  lo  understand  what  he  has  to  complain  ol 
in  this  respect. 

There  is  in  that  country  a very  large  regular 
establishment,  besides  a very  consideiable  militia 
loice,  together  forming  an  army  poweiful  enough 
to  la  .gh  to  scorn  any  attempt  which  may  be  made 
by  the  sy  inpatniseis.  When,  howev.  r,  we  consi- 
der the  charac'er  of  the  country,  its  innumerable 
and  extensive  lakes,  forests,  morasses,  it  would  be 
quite  impossibl-  to  keep  up  such  a force  as  utterly 
to  prevent  all  sudden  aggressions  and  predatory  ex- 
cursions. 

Therefore  I know  not,  with  reference  to  this  pro- 
vince itself,  what  stronger  measure  you  could 
adopt;  but,  with  respect  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  1 agree  with  the  noble  duke  that 
eveiy  means  should  be  taken  to  do  that  which  is 
the  duty  of  every  government  to  do,  namely,  to 
keep  its  subjects  within  its  own  frontier,  and  pre- 
vent bodies  ol  men,  the  subjects  of  one  slate,. mak- 
ing attacks  on  their  neighbors  in  another. 

Theie  is  no  reason,  1 apprehend,  to  doubt  tlie 
sincerity  ol  the  government  of  the  United  States  as 
to  its  w tsh  to  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations  bind 
ing  on  it  as  regards  its  duties  lo  its  neighbors  ; but, 
considering  the  nature  ol  the  country — considering 
the  vast  extent  oi  the  frontier — considering  the  com- 
parative wildness  of  those  dis.ricts — and  also  con- 
sidering the  character  of  the  government — it  must 
be  admitted  that  it  lias  serious  difficulties  to  con- 
tend with  in  carrying  this  object  into  effect. 

Every  exertion,  however,  has  been  used,  and 
every  representation  lias  been  made,  in  order  to  in- 
duce the  government  ol  tlie  United  States  to  exert 
i self  for  this  obji-ct,  (hear,  hear !)  I therefore  trusi 
that  these  exeriions  will  be  successful,  and,  above 
all,  when  it  is  known  what  has  been  the  result  in 
our  provinces,  where  every  attempt  that  has  been 
made  at  invasion  has  been  completely  discomfitted. 
I trust,  therefore,  that  an  end  will  be  put  to  this 
wild  spirit,  which  is  as  dangerous  to  their  neighbors 
as  it  is  discreditable  to  those  citizens  ot  the  United 
States,  til  Mr,  near  !) 

Lord  Melbourne  was  followed  to  the  same  effect, 
by  lord  Brougham. 

Tlie  territory,  -aid  his  lordship,  which  bounded 
the  American  states  toward  Canada  was  wild,  bar- 
ren, and  in  many  places  uncultivated  for  a consi- 
derable distance;  the  frontier  could  be  easily  passed 
over,  and  there  w-as  little  or  no  impediment  to  going 
from  the  territory  of  one  state  to  tnat  of  the  other. 
The  noble  duke  said  that  the  feeling  which  induced 
the  parties  to  engage  in  the  attempt  oil  Canada  did 


not  arise  from  any  wish  to  aid  the  rebellion,  but 
that  they  were  influenced  by  a worse  feeling. 

The  noble  duke  said  that  if  this  predatory  system 
continued — if  it  were  persevered  in — all  the  powers 
of  tlie  English  government  in  Canada,  would  not 
be  able  to  prevent  retaliations  by  the  people  of 
Canada  on  the  United  States. 

Were  they  lo  be  told  that  all  the  powers  of  the 
government — which  was  more  solidly  established 
and  much  more  vigorous  in  its  character  than  the 
government  ol  the  United  States  could  be — were 
they  to  be  told  that  our  government,  with  12,000 
regular  troops,  besides  a large  militia  force,  even 
when  backed  by  the  bulk  of  the  people— was  un- 
able to  do  that  which  Mr.  President  Van  Buren 
with  very  slender  means — with  the  pi  ople  not  tak- 
ing part  with  him,  but  w'ilh  the  people  against  him, 
not  having  a regular  army  and  a snorig  militia  to 
back  him — was  strongly  censured  for  not  doing. 

How  readily  and  how  justly  could  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren put  forward  this  excuse  when  he. heard  it  said, 
pn  the  authority  of  the  noble  duke,  that  even  our 
own  government,  with  a much  larger  force  and 
much  more  firmly  established,  could  not  prevent 
reprisals.  They  were  also  told  that  these  proceed- 
ings chiefly  arose  from  the  intensity  of  the  feeling 
of  dislike  to  the  British  government. 

Admitting,  however,  that  the  intensity  of  this 
feeling  was  as  great  as  was  represented,  still  he 
thought  that  there  was  little  doubt  as  to  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  American  president,  as  regarded  the 
English  government.  He  felt,  for  his  own  part, 
very  strongly  with  respect  to  any  attack  on  the 
American  people  or  government,  which  might  put 
a stop  to  the  peace  that  happily  existed  between 
this  country  and  the  United  States,  which  he  look- 
ed upon  as  of  the  greatest  possible  importance  to 
England  as  w ell  as  lo  America,  and  indeed,  to  the 
peace  and  civilization  of  the  whole  world. 

Looking,  therefore,  in  the  one  scale  of  the  ba- 
l.ince,  at  the  continuance  of  these  pacific  relations, 
and  ot  the  unbroken  harmony  that  now  prevailed, 
while  in  Ihe  other  was  the  value  of  the  whole  of 
the  Canadian  possessions  ol  the  crown,  the  latter 
would  most  certainly, in  his  opinion,  kick  the  beam. 

On  the  subject  of  the  corn  laws  lord  Melbourne 
said : — 

The  corn  laws  have  been  ever  since  the  forma- 
tion of  tlie  present  government  an  entirely  open 
question — a question  on  which  all  the  various  mem- 
bers of  the  administration  had  formed  their  own 
distinct  opinions,  and  have  ever  acted  according  to 
those  opinions,  [hear!]  Unquestionably,  my  lords, 
1 believe  that  the  majority  of  these  gentlemen  are 
favorable  to  a change  in  ihe  present  system,,  [hear, 
hear,  hear!]— but  if  Ihe  noble  lord  infers  bis  opinion 
Irctn  the  speech  which  has  been  heard  from  the 
throne,  I beg  leave  to  tell  him  that  he  infers  that 
opinion  erroneously,  [hear,  hear.]  I am  not  will- 
ing to  go  into  any  debate  on  the  corn  laws  on 
the  present  occasion.  1 wish  to  avoid  it,  but  I 
have  no  reluctance  to  state  my  individual  opinion 
on  the  corn  laws;  and  this,  my  lord-,  is  that  which 
1 stated  in  the  few  observations  which  1 made  last 
year;  observations  which  attracted  considerable  no- 
tice, more  of  couise  from  the  eminent  station  which 
the  individual  who  delivered  them  happened  to  pos- 
sess, than  from  any  intrinsic  force  ot  their  own. 

The  opinion,  my  lords,  which  I then  expressed, 
and  to  which  I now' distinctly  adhere,  is,  that  though 
I am  not  prepared  to  pledge  or  bind  inyselt  to  the 
m nntainance  of  the  present  system  as  the  best  pos- 
sible, I am  not  at  the  same  time  prepared,  either  as  a 
member  of  the  government,  or  as  a member  of  par- 
liament, to  pledge  myself,  from  any  information 
which  I have,  to  a change  or  alteration  of  the  law 
as  it  stands,  [hear,  hear.] 

In  the  house  of  commons  Mr.  Villjeis  gave  no- 
tice that  on  the  10th  he  would  offer  a motion  for 
taking  evidence  at  the  bar  ol  the  house,  in  support 
of  tlie  petitions  for  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws. 

Mr.  E.  Bulvver  moved  Ihe  address  in  answer  to 
the  speech,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  W. 
Wood. 

Mr.  I.  Duncombe  moved  an  amendment,  to  the 
effect  that  the  reform  bill  had  disappointed  the  peo- 
ple— that  it  was  not  and  could  not  be  a final  mea- 
sure— and  that  it  was  (he  duty  of  the  house  to  take 
immediate  steps  for  farther  improvement.  He  sup- 
ported his  amendment  in-  a long  speech,  bearing 
very  hard  upon  the  ministers;  his  motion  was  se- 
conded by  the  earl  of  Euston,  and  supported  in  a 
very  long  speech  by  Mr.  Hume. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  commented  at  length  and  with 
treat  severity  on  the  recent  movements  in  Canada, 
and  talked  of  war  a gainst  the  United  States,  con- 
cluding, however,  with  saying  that 

It  was  his  duty,  therefore,  as  a member  of  the 
British  parliament,  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  against  the  injustice  of  such  a course, 
[hear !] 
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The  honorable  baronet  almost,  committed  himself 
in  favor  ol  the  existing;  corn  laws. 

On  the  aiiiurs  ol  Canada,  lord  John  Russel  was 
explicit  enough,  declaring;  that  the  supremacy  of 
England  must  be  maintained  in  North  America,  at 
ail  hazards,  and  that  whether  the  expense  was 
great  orsinall,  ministers  were  ready  to  encounter  it. 

He  declared,  however,  that  no  suspicion  ol  bad 
faith  could  attach  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  it  had  done  every  thing  that  could 
be  expected  ol  it. 

On  the  subject  of  the  corn  law  he  said  that 

He,  (lord  John  Russell,)  had  certainly  been  of 
opinion  in  182S  that  a modified  fixed  scale  of  duties 
would  be  better  than  a fluctuating  scale ; but  at  the 
same  time  he  thought  the  new  law  a great  improve- 
ment upon  the  former  system,  and  therefore  he 
gave  it  his  support.  But  he  now  thought,  how- 
ever, that  the  time  had  arrived  when  it  should  be 
considered  whether  that  law  had  acted  beneficially 
or  not.  [Hear,  hear !] 

He  was  not  prepared  at  the  present  moment  to 
enter  into  a discussion  of  the  subject;  but  he 
thought  that  the  respectability  and  importance  of 
the  interests  calling  for  the  repeal  of  these  laws  en- 
titled them,  not  perhaps  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of 
the  house,  but  to  the  most  patient  investigation  on 
the  part  of  the  house  of  any  facts  which  they  might 
bring  forward,  so  that  it  should  not  go  forth  that 
the  house  had  shown  itself  indifferent  to  any  sub 
ject  so  deeply  affecting  the  interests  and  welfare  of 
the  people  at  large;  (cheers.) 

Liverpool,  Feb.  ith.  There  has  been  a more  general 
demand  for  cotton  to-day, and  5,000  bales  have  been 
sold — Boweds,  7 1-2,  8 14 — Orleans,  6 3 4,  for 
very  ordinary — and  50  bales  10  a 10  1-4 — Mobile 
7 1 4 to  9. 

Liverpool,  Feb.  6.  Cotton — The  sales  on  Tues- 
day were  3,500  bag=;  1,500  on  speculation;  and  to- 
day, 5,000,  2,000  on  speculation.  There  has  been  a 
fair  demand  since  last  week;  in  prices  a decline 
of  1-21  to  l-4d  per  lb.  in  Brazils  has  taken  place, 
but  American  continues  steady.  The  import  of 
the  week  amounts  to  11,633  bags. 

MR.  WEBSTER  ANT)  THE  BOUNDARY 
QUESTION. 

From  Ike  Bew  York  American,  March  14. 

In  explanation  ol  certain  expressions  imputed  to 
Mr.  Webster,  on  the  floor  ol  the  senate,  which  seem- 
ed to  imply  a warlike  spirit  or  tendency,  we  are 
gratified  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  refer  to  the  an- 
nexed correspondence,  communicated  to  us  for  pub- 
lication. It  proves  that  Mr.  Webster  desires  and  ex- 
pects a peaceful  issue  to, the  Maine  question  : 

New  York,  March  9,  1S39. 

My  dear  sir:  I find  our  community  in  a very  ex- 
cited temper  with  respect  to  the  border  controversy, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  threatens  inevitable 
and  early  hostilities  between  England  and  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Such  an  event  seems  to  me  so  improba- 
ble, that  I take  every  occasion  to  express  my  disbe- 
lief of  it  ; but  I am  constantly  answered,  that  you 
have  yourself  coniftenanced  these  alarms,  and  a de- 
claration on  the  floor  of  the  senate  is  ascribed  to  you, 
that,  if  E:  gland  did  not  settle  It, is  matter  by  the  4th 
of  July  next,  the  disputed  territory  should  be  seized 
by  the  United  Stales.  This  statement  is  so  much 
unlike  all  that  I heard  from  you  while  we  were  to- 
gether recently  in  Washington,  and  is  so  entirely  at 
varience  with  the  cool,  statesmanlike  views  which 
characterize  your  public  career,  that  I cannot  be- 
lieve in  its  accuracy.  I therefore  take  the  liberty  of 
inquiring  what  were  the  opinions  expressed  by  you 
on  the  occasion  referred  to;  and, also,  what  are  your 
views  in  respect  to  the  termination  of  our  piesent 
difficulties  with  England. 

With  great  respect,  yours, 

DAVID'S.  OGDEN. 

Hon.  D.  Webster , Washington  city. 

Washington,  March  11,  1339. 

My  dear  sir  : I should  be  very  sorry,  indeed,  to  be 
thought  to  have  become  heated  on  this  important 
subject  of  the  northeastern  boundary,  or  to  have  used 
expressions  either  leading  to  war  themselves,  or 
manifesting  a conviction,  on  my  part,  that  wat  was 
inevitable.  You  know  what  I have  said  on  this  sub- 
ject, at  different  times,  through  the  winter.  I have 
never  seen  the  account,  of  my  remarks  in  the  senate 
to  which  you  refer.  I am  certainly  of  opinion  that 
the  controveisy  should  be  settled  ; but  I have  never 
contemplated  it  as  a probable  event,  that  two  great 
nations  would  go  to  war,  to  the  inevitable  sacrifice 
of  so  many  great  interests,  and  to  the  agitation  of  the 
whole  commercial  world,  on  such  a question.  I have 
never  expected  such  a result,  and  do  not  expect  it 
now.  What  I meant  to  sav,  on  the  occasion  refer- 
red to  by  you,  and  to  say  strongly,  was  this — that  it 
was  high  time  for  the  two  governments  to  adjust  this 
controversy;  ‘Jiat.it  bad  been  too  long  bandied  be-, 


tween  them  as  the  subject  ol  formal  and  procrasti- 
nating diplomacy ; that  its  condition  w as  every  day 
growing  worse  and  woise.'nnd  more  and  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  peace  nf  bolli  nations  ;■  that  Maine, 
having  explored  the  country  by  commissioners,  and 
having  ascertained,  as  she  thought,  the  perfect  prac- 
ticability ol  finding  and  iqmking  tile  true  original 
treaty  line,  was  naturally  becoming  more  and  more 
dissatisfied;  that  negotiation  should  now  be  tried 
with  something  of  a more  earnest  spirit;  arid  it,  mi- 
f'ort 1 1 nately  all  amicable  attempts  should  ultimately 
fail— if  the  two  governments,  much  as  it  was  to  be 
desired  and  hoped,  should  be  able  to  do  nothing 
jointly,  to  ascertain  or  fix  the  boundary,  a time  must 
come,  of  necessity,  when  t he  United  States  must 
perform  that  duty  for  themselves  , that  they  ought,  in 
that  case,  to  explore  thecountry,  and  to  examine  the 
question  carefully  ; and  if  it  should  turn  out,  as  I be- 
lieve it  would,  that  the  treaty  line  could  be  easily 
and  certainly  found,  then  the  United  States,  in  the 
event  above  mentioned,  ought  to  mark  it  and  assume 
it  as  the  true  line,  and  to  take  possession  accordingly; 
and  in  this  connexion,  I mentioned  the  4th  ot  July  as 
a day  in  the  year  of  which  we  often  speak  as  suited  to 
important  political  decisions.  Buf  certainly  I could 
not  have  intended  to  say  that  our  government  ought 
to  take  possession  of  the  disputed  territory  on  the 
4th  day  of  July  next,  as  I was,  at  the  time,  favoring  a 
proposition  lor  sending  a special  minister  to  Eng 
land,  who  could  hardly  be  expected  to  reach  London 
much  before  that  time. 

It  may  be  hoped,  my  dear  sir,  tliat  what  has  oc- 
curred, and  is  still  occurring,  may  have  been  tiie  ef 
feet  of  bringing  hbout  an  eaily,  satisfactory,  and 
final  adjustment  of  the  whole  difficult — a result 
which  no  one  can  desire  more  sincerely  than  my- 
self. Youis,  with  constant  regard, 

DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

D.  B.  Ogden,  esq.,  New  York. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  UNDERWOOD. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

TO  THE  EDITORS. 

March  16,  1839. 

Gentlemen  : My  attention  was  i ailed,  by  a friend, 
on  Wednesday  morning  last,  to  a paragraph  in  Hie 
Globe  of  the  preceding  evening,  in  which,  by  a mis- 
statement of  facts  and  erroneous  inferences,  I am  ex- 
hibited to  the  public  as  either  a very  inefficient  or  a 
very  faithless  accountant  in  the  first  auditor’s  office. 

I immediately  wrote  a brief  statement  of  the  real 
facts  of  the  case,  ami  sent  it  lo  the  editors  for  inser- 
tion in  their  paper.  The  day  following,  one  of  them 
called  at  the  auditor’s  office,  and,  after  lull  explana 
tion  in  the  presence  of  the  auditor,  promised  to  make 
the  necessary  correction,.  I have  wailed  two  days 
longer  without  a fulfilment  of  the  promise,*  and, 
fearing  that  it  has  been  entirely  forgotten,  or  that  Ihe 
performance  will  be  so  long  delayed  as  to  be  nearly 
equivalent  to  an  indefinite  postponement,  I request  the 
favor  of  you  to  publish  the  statement  which  I gave 
him.  It  will  be  perceived  that  I confine  myself  en- 
tirely to  facts,  and  those  which  relal o- exclusively  to 
myself,  i do  not  attempt  to  disturb  the  inleiences  lie 
has  drawn  from  Ins  own  premises,  that  “ it  was 
through  this  man’s  eyes  alone,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  auditor  and  comptroller.  Hint  the  secretary 
could  know  any  thing  of  the  vouchers  and  items  ot 
Swartwout’s  accounts  or  that,  “while  this  good 
whig  clerk,  w'ho,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  ad- 
justed Swart  wont’s  business,  is  praised  for  the  dis- 
crimination which  enabled  him  to  discover  nothing 
amiss,  and  whose  reasons  for  the  failure  are  adjudged 
.ntireJy  satisfactory,  the  secretary  who  had  nothing 
before  him  but  what  came  second  handed , and  in  a 
lump,  is  made  the  sixth  and  final  cause  of  ihe  defal- 
cation.” 1 say,  as  regards  this  coutse  of  reasoning, 
it  is  not  my  purpose  to  say  any  thing,  my  sole  ob- 
ject being  lo  maintain  the  character  which  I have 
ever  sustained,  of  an  honest,  faithful,  and,  I trust,  an 
efficient  accountant  in  the  first  auditor’s  office. 

To  enable  your  readers  to  understand  the  case,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  publish  the  paragraph  to  which 
the  statement  applies,  and  which  is  as  follows  : 

“ Mr.  Underwood,  whom  the  committee  extol  as 
one  w ho.  ‘ with  equal  cure  and ’propriety,’  ‘ discrimi- 
nates between  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Swartwout,’  Ike  is 
the  very  cleik  who,  from  first  to  last,  lias  had  the 
settlement  of  Mr.  Swart  wont’s  accounts  in  the  au- 
ditor’s office.  He  passed  upon  all  the  vouchers,  and 
summed  up  all  the  statements  of  Ihe  New  York  col- 
lector. He  saw  that  all  was  fair,  and  the  committee 
impute  no  negligence — no  want  of  vigilance,  in  him 
for  failing  to  detect  tile  deficit.  It  was  through  this 
man’s  eyes  alone,  under  the  supervision  of  the  aiuli 
tor  and  comptroller,  that  the  secretary  could  know 

* The  editor  of  the  “Globe,’’  in  his  paper  of  the  18  li 
inst.  states,  ihat  he  intended  in  the  evening’s  semi- 
weekly  “ Globe”  for  that  day,  to  give  Mr.  Underwood’s 

note  to  him. 


! any  tiling  ol  the  vouchers  and  itemsot  Swartwout’s  ac- 
counts. But  while  this  good  whiftclerk,  who,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end,  adjusted  Swai  (wont’s  business, 
is  praised  for  the  discrimination  which  enabled  him 
to  discover  nothing  amiss,  and  whose  reasons  for  the 
failure  are  adjudged  entirely  satisfactory,  the  secretary 
who  had  nothing  beloie  him  but  what  came  second- 
handed,  and  in  t he  lump,  is  made  the  sixth  and  final 
cause  of  the  defalcation.” 

The  following  is  Hie  statement  which  I requested 
the  editors  of  the  Globe  (o  publish  : 

“Messrs.  Blair  and  Rives — Gentlemen:  I beg  leave 
respectfully  to  state  Ihat  I am  not  ‘the  very  clerk 
who,  from  firs!  to  last,  has  had  the  settlement  ol  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  accounts  in  the  office  of  the  first  audi- 
tor,’ as  represented  in  you r paper  of  last-  evening  ; 
but,  on  tlie  contrary,  that,  I never  settled  any  account 
of  Mr.  Swartwout  prior  to  that  of  third  quarter  of 
1837 ; that  l was  engaged  on  said  accounts  only  dur- 
ing the  sickness  of  the  clerk  whose  proper  duty  it 
was  to  adjust  them  ; and  that  the  defalcation,  not  as- 
certained in  tlie  bonds  during  the  time  the  accounts 
were  examined  by  me,  occurred  in  the  third  and 
fourth  quarters  of  1837,  amounting  to  only  $7,746  19. 

“It  may  also  he  added,  that  the  clerk  who  slated 
the  accounts  of  New  York  in  the  first  auditor’s  office 
could  not,  with  any  propriety,  be  held  responsible  lor 
the  accuracy  of  the  bond  accounts,  as  by  a regulation 
adopted  in  Hie  office  in  1822,  the  duty  of  examining 
them  was  assigned  to  another  clerk,  to  whom  tlie 
same  were  deliiered  as  soon  as  they  reached  Hie  of- 
fice. 

“ I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JNO.  UNDERWOOD. 

“ March  13,  1839.” 


INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Baltimore  American,  under  the  appropriate 
caption  of  “Hints  for  Maryland,”  contains  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  notes  of  appropriations  for  works 
ol  internal  improvement  in  several  states. 

The  annexed  items  reached  us  simultaneously  in 
the  papers  of  the  last  mails,  and  we  place  them  to- 
gether for  the  purpose  of  show  ing  at  a glance  what 
other  states  are  doing,  and  as  hili.s  to  Maryland  to 
“go  and  do  likewise.”  We  ask  particular  attention 
to  the  efforts  which  Pennsylvania  has  made,  and  is 
still  making,  to  push  her  communications  from  her 
principal  city  to  the  west,  while  we  have  been 
literally  standing  still.  Her  lines  of  rail  road  al- 
ready reach  to  Chambersburg,  and  before  the  year 
expires  will  be  extended  south  to  the  Potomac. — 
In  the  meantime  the  extension  of  the  rail  road 
westward  to  Pittsburg  is  seriously  contemplated, 
and  can  only  be  averted  by  the  prompt  adoption 
on  the  part  of  Maryland,  of  such  measures  as  will 
leave  no  doubt  of  her  determination  to  push  ihe 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  to  the  western  waters 
with  the  utmost  vigor. 

Pennsylvania.  The  Harrisburg  Reporter  of  Fri- 
day says: — “The  bill  authorising  the  governor  to 
subscribe  stock  to  the  Franklin  ra.il  road  company 
to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  has 
passed  both  houses,  and  only  awaits  the  signature 
ot  the  governor  to  become  a law.  This  is  a highly 
important  work,  connecting  the  Columbia  rail  road, 
by  means  of  the  Lancaster  and  Harrisburg,  and 
Chambersburg  rail  roads  with  the  great  national 
road.  We  understand  that  the  subscription  autho- 
rised by  the  state,  will  enable  the  company  to 
complete  the  road  during  the  present  summer.” 

The  Franklin  rail  road  commences  at  Chambers- 
burtr,  and  runs  south  through  Hagerstown  to  Wil- 
liamsport, on  the  Potomac.  In  the  Philadelphia 
Commercial  List  of  Saturday,  we  find  the  follow  ing 
paragraph  which  has  a close  connection  with  the 
foregoing: 

Cumberland  Valley  railway.  The  Chambersburg 
Repository  gives  a gratifying  account  of  the  amount 
of  produce  and  merchandise  transported  on  this 
road.  A large  quantity  of  goods  are  daily  despatch- 
ed from  Chambersburg  to  Pittsburg,  by  wagons. 
Supplies  from  the  west  are  also  coo Jug  in  freelv. 
Among  other  articles,  the  quantity  of  flour  forward- 
ed to  this  city  for  some  weeks  past,  has  ayerage.d 
three  hundred  barrels  per  day.  Formerly  this  fl.our 
was  spnt  to  Baltimore,  and  was  among  the  best 
for  sale  on  Howard  street. 

Chambersburg  and  Pittsburg  rail  road.  We  learn 
from  the  Harrisburg  Keystone  of  Frida;; , that  the 
bill  reported  to  the  lower  house  of  the  legislature, 
making  appropriations  for  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, has  tlie  following  item?:. 

For  the  construction  of  a rail  Toad  from  Cham- 
hershurg  to  Pittsburg,  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars to  be  expended  on  the  western  end  of  said 
road,  commencing  at  Pittsburg,  and  extending  east- 
waidly.  and  the  canal  commissioners  are  hereby 
authorised  to  locate  said  road  from  Pittsburg  to 
Ligonier,  and  place  thirty  miles  of  the  same  under 
contract  during  the  present  year. 
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Tup  canal  commissioners  are  also  authorised  an  1 
required  !o  employ  an  experienced  and  competent 
engineer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  a thorough 
examination  and  survey  with  a view  to  form  a con- 
nection between  Chambersburg  and  Pittsburg,  by 
means  of  a continuous  rail  road  or  graded  Macade- 
mized  road,  as  the  case- may  be,  and  to  report  as  to 
which  may  be  deemed  the  most  advisable,  for  which 
tile  sum  ol  twelve  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  specifi- 
cally appropriated. 

Massachusetts.  The  Boston  Atlas  of  Friday  says 
— “ Wo  congratulate  the  people  of  the  common- 
wealth upon  the  passage  by  the  house  of  representa- 
tives ol  i he  bell  granting  tile  credit  ol  the  state  to 
raise  an  additional  loan  of  $1,200,000  lor  the  com- 
pletion of  the  western  rail  road. 

Tnis  sum  will  complete  the  rail  road  from  Wor- 
cester to  the  New  York  line,  and  thus  open  a com- 
plete rail  load  communication  between  Boston  and 
the  Norlli  river. 

Louisiana.  A bill  has  passed  the  lower  house  of 
the  legislature  providing  ior  a subscription  oil  the 
part  of  ttie  state  of  $1,250,000  to  tile  stock  of  the 
Nasiiville  and  New  Oi  leans  rail  road.  This  sum  will 
secure  the  extension  of  the  work  as  tar  as  the  state 
line  of  Mississippi. 

Georgia.  Ttie  legislature  of  this  state  has  autho- 
rised the  loan  of  one  and  a half  millions  of  dol- 
lars, for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  Georgia  rail 
road  to  ttie  Tennessee  river. 

Virginia.  In  the  house  of  delegates  on  Thursday 
last,  a bill  was  passed  70  to  36.  granting  a further 
loan  tu  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  canal  com- 
pany. ___ 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

governor's  me  sage  in  relation  to  the  per- 
manent LOAN,  &.C. 

To  the  serwie  and  house  oj  repi  esc /datives  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen:  In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  ge 
neral  assembly  of  this  .commonwealth,  passed  the 
26th  January  iast,  entitled  “an  act  authorising  a 
loan,”  public  notice  was  given  by  the  secretary  of 
the  commonwealth  on  the  4th  day  ol  February  last, 
that  proposals  would  be  received  at  bis  office  until 
two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  Tuesday  the  5th  day  of 
M rch,  1839,  lor  loaning  one  million  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  the  commonwealth  lor  the  pur- 
poses set  forth  in  said  act,  reimbui sable  at  any  time, 
after  twenty  years  from  the  1st  day  of  J ti ly  next, 
and  bearing  an  interest  not  exceeding  five  per  cent, 
per  annum,- payable  semi-annually.  A copy  ol 
wh’ch  no  ice  is  herewith  communicated. 

I regret  to  say  that  no  proposals  have  been  re- 
ceived in  pursuance  of  this  invitation,  and  this  too 
at  a time  when  it  is  conceded  that  money  is  not 
scarce,  and  the  credit  of  the  state  is  unimpaired. 

Hu.v  long  the  representatives  of  a free  people  will 
submit  to  a state  of  things  manifestly  brought  about 
by  a combination  among  the  institutions  of  their  own 
creation,  it  is  for  the  legist  dure  to  determine,  bid 
there  is  certainly  a manifest  impropriety  in  permit 
ting  t he  monied  resources  of  t he  commonwealth  to 
be  used  to  tier  own  injury.  She  owns  ol  the  capital 
stock  of- the  bank  oi  Pennsyh ania  3,750  shares  at 
$-100,  amount  at  lliei.r  par  value  lo  $l,500,UdO 

5,233  snares  in  the  Pinladelp.iia  bank  at 

$1(11)  523,300 

1,703  sharps  in  the  Farmers  and  Mecha- 
nics bank  at  $50  85,490 


Amount  in  the  whole  to  $2,103,700 

And  which  are  believed  to  be  worth  a consider  bit- 
advance.  Every  day’s  experience  strengthens  me 
in  the  opinion  long  since  formed,  that  all  connection 
should  be  dissolved  between  ttie  commonwealth  and 
the  banks  in  which  she  balds  stock,  and  thus  re- 
lieve her  from  the  humiliating  attitudes  she  occu- 
pies of  being  the  holder  ol  three  firths  of  the  whole 
capital  stock  in  one  of  said  banks,  and  unable  to  con 
trol  I he  direction  of  a single  dollar  of  its  loans.  Be- 
lieving firmly  that  such  a divorce  w ill  be  beneficial 
to  ttie  interest  of'  the  commonwealth,  1 earnestly  re- 
Mnmencl  the  passage  of  a law  authorising  tile  sale 
. ank  stock  held  by  the  commonwealth  as  albre- 
ol  b 

*a,rpj  administration  has  been  hut  a little  over  a 
t|S  power,  and  has  been  obliged  to  ask  loans 
m°nt  i in  engagements  which  it  had  no  hand  in  con- 
to  pay  o ^ , finds  itself  embarrassed  in  its  outset  toi 

true  mg,  a i - )o  tjie  engagements  of  the  com- 
Wa  far  as  it  has  the  ability,  its  exer- 

ir  01  s' will  contin  'up  to  be  steadily  directed  to  dis 
, n >i,„  m,blic  .'labilities,  and  maintain  unsullied 
S V".  its  efforts  so  to  do,  diffic.it- 
Wm-e  interposed  by  attempts  at  combination  among 
i mated  men  and  monied  institutions,  they  most  as- 
; "'nr.  will  discover,  that  so  long  as  ttie  exeomiv, 
power  remains  in  the  hands  in  which  it  is  now  ptac- 

they  slufiJ  never  control  either  Us  political  or  fis- 


cal operations;  but  that  this  great  commonwealth 
must,  and  will  rise  superior  to  all  such  attempts. 

All  experience  goes  to  show  that  the  evils  antici- 
pated, b)  many  of  the  best  and  most  sagacious  states- 
men, from  the  grants  of  corporaie  powers  to  monied 
institutions,  have  been  more  than  realized,  and 
should  admonish  us  to  be  cautious  ill  continuing  to 
make  such  unrestricted  grants. 

W ith  no  desire  to  create  di  -trust  er  alarm,  I can- 
not but  leel  t hat  it  is  the  misuse  and  abuse  of  the 
powers  thus  commuted  to  sucti  institutions  that  have 
more  than  once  led  to  the  embarrassments  in  the 
monetary  concerns  of  the  country.  I cannot  close 
this  communication  without  appealing  to  the  legis- 
lature, and  calling  upon  them  by  eveiy  principle  ol 
patriotism,  to  take  such  action  in  this  matter  as  will 
enable  the  stale  to  vindicate  her  character  and  cre- 
dit, and  to  take  immediate  measures  lor  separating 
ttie  state  from  all  connection  with  a set  of  institu 
tions  that  have  so  lepeatedly  disappointed  the  just 
expectations  of  the  public,  and  on  which  no  reliance 
can  be  placed  when  the  exigencies  of  the  state  may 
require  a call  upon  them. 

DAVID  R PORTER. 

Executive  chamber,  March  7,  1839. 


POLITICS  OF  THE  DAY. 

From  the  Harrisburg  (Pa.)  Reporter. 

HON.  SILAS  WRIGHT. 

The  democratic  members  <4  ill  • legislature  hav- 
ing understood  that  the  hon.  SilasWright  laid  arriv- 
ed at  t he  seat  of  government,  on  his  return  fioin 
Washington  city,  immediately  held  a meeting,  and 
resolved  to  tender  him  a public  dinner,  as  an  evi- 
dence of  the  high  regaid  they  entertain  lor  him  as  a 
statesman  and  republican.  The  engagements  of 
Mr.  Wright  prevented  him  from  accepting  the  in- 
vitation. The  lollow ing  is  the  correspondence  on 
ttie  subject. 

Harrisburg.  March  51  h,  1839. 

Dear  sir:  At  a meeting  oi  t he  democratic  mem- 
bers of  the  legislai lire  of  Pennsylvania,  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

“ Whereas,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  hon.  Silas 
Wright  is  now  in  Harrisburg, 

“ Resolved,  That  a cunimiitee  of  ihree  members  of 
the  senate  and  ihree  members  ot  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives be  appointed  'ounvile  the  hon.  Silas  Wright,  a 
member  of  t he  United  Slates  senate,  to  partake  of  an 
entertainment  at  such  time  as  may  suit  his  convenience, 
and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.” 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the 
loregoing  resolution,  take  peculiar  pleasure  in  car- 
rying it  into  effect,  aid  sincer-ly  hope  you  will  gra- 
tily  them  by  accepting  (tie  invitation. 

With  sentiments  ot  profound  r.  spect,your  friends, 
HENRY  MYERS, 

SAM.  HAYS, 

WM.  F.  COFLAN, 

WM.  HOPKINS. 

CHARLES  PRAY, 
THOMAS  B.  McELWEE. 
-Hon.  Silas  Wright. 

Harrisburg.  March  5,  1839. 

Gentlemen  : Your  note  ol  tins  morning  is  be- 
fore me.  It  is  iioi  in  rnv  power  to  express  my  sense 
ol  IJie  obligation  it  imposes  upon  me  towards  the 
democratic  members  ot  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. It  ihe  invitation  you  communicate  fad  pro- 
ceeded f ruin  peisonal  associations  and  partialities, 
the  debt  ol  gratitude  would  have  been  grtaterthan 
I could  hope  to  discharge  ; but  when  I realize  ttiat 
it  has  no  such  foundation  ; that  there  has  never  been 
even  ordinary  personal  acquaintance,  so  lar  as  I 
know,  between  myself  and  a single  individual  of 
those  for  whom  you  act,  and  that  this  testimonial 
ol  friendship  must  have  been  suggested  from  some 
acquaintance  ol  my  public  service  in  the  high  office 
I hold  through  ttie  partiality  of  the  democracy  of 
my  own  state,  ttie  emotions  excited  are  too  deep 
for  expression. 

Could  I make  inysell  believe  that  any  exertions 
ot  mine,  as  a member  of  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  had  contributed,  in  a material  degree,  to 
strengthen  and  sustain  the  .cause  ol  the  democracy 
ol  our  country,  I should  be  ambitious  to  accept  the 
honor  you  oiler.  I regret,  however,  to  feel  com- 
pelled to  acknow  ledge  to  you  that  1 dare  not,  in  the 
lace  ot  my  immediate  constituents,  or  of  yourselves, 
make  so  high  a claim  ; and,  were  other  objections 
removed,  I should  fear  that  a compliance  w ith  your 
too  generous  request  would  take  that  appearance  on 
my  part.  1 feel  the  less  regret,  therefore,  that  pri- 
vate considerations  compel  me  to  leave  Harrisburg, 
at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morning,  and,  conse- 
quently, most  respectfully  to  decline  to  make  the 
appointment  you  invite. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  congratulate  you  upon 
the  re-establishment  ol'a  democratic  administration 

in  your  powerful  and  controlling  state.  No  one 


event  can  more  essentially  contribute  to  ttie  perma- 
nent ascendancy  of  the  democratic  party  ol  the 
whole  union,  or  to  the  practical  establishment  and 
diffusion  of  those  sacred  republican  piinciples  upon 
which  alone  our  governments,  state  and  national, 
can  be  administered  with  safety  to  public  liberty 
and  benefit  to  the  people.  That  harmony  among 
youiselves,  and  in  the  ranks  ofyotir  democratic  con- 
stituents, which  achieved  the  late  victory  of  the 
republicans  of  your  state,  will  perpetuate  Hie  bless- 
ings; and  that  it  now  prevails,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, atiords  equal  cause  for  congratulation. 

Ttie  public  mind  has  been  recently  excited  by  the 
apprehension  of  a foreign  w ar,  to  grow  out  of  our 
frontier  disturbances,  and  the  unsettled  questions  of 
boundary  betw  een  ttie  United  States  and  the  British 
possessions  in  America,  and  the  friends  ol  our  pre- 
sent national  adininis. ration,  have  naturally  and 
properly  felt  deep  anxiety  that  the  discretion  and 
w isdom  of  those  to  whom  were  enti  listed  the  ma- 
nagement of  these  delicate  questions  should  be  equal 
to  ttie  crisis.  Can  there  be  better  or  stronger  evi- 
dence that  the  confidence  of  the  democracy  of  the 
country  in  ttie  president  has  not  been  misplaced, 
than  ttie  late  almost  unanimous  action  of  congress, 
touching  these  differences  ? Or  can  republicans 
wi  hdraw  their  support  from  an  administration 
whicli  receives  such  evidences  of  confidence  irom 
all  political  parties,  when  apprehensions  of  national 
calamity  arouse  a patriotism  elevated  far  above  the 
ordinary  impulses  of  party  strife  ? May  we  not 
then  hope  that  the  desperation  of  our  political  con- 
tests is  \ ielding  to  a love  of  country,  and  of  those 
republican  principles,  which,  practically  adminis- 
tered, have  preserved  us  in  peace  through  so  great 
a portion  of  our  national  existence,  and  raised  us  to 
a condition  of  unexampled  prosperity  ? 

Be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  communicate  the  sub- 
stance of  1 his  hast  v note  to  those  for  whom  you  act, 
and  to  accept  my  sincere  acknowledgments  tor  the 
kind  terms  in  which  you  have  made  known  to  me 
their  w ishes. 

With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
SILAS  WRIGHT.  Jr, 

Hon.  Henry  Myers,  Samuel  Hays,  William  F.  Cop- 
lan, William  Hopkins,  Charles  Pray,  Thomas  B. 

McElwee,  Committee,  ^c. 

From  the  United  States  Gazette. 

The  Philadelphia  democratic  whig  association 
met  on  Monday  evening,  the  11th  instant,  at  Carel’s, 
but  such  was  the  throng.  Unit  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  adjourn  to  the  court-house,  where  apart  only 
cf  those  who  wished  to  attend  were  enabled  to  ob- 
tain admission. 

Josiah  Rundalt,  esq.,  president,  took  the  chair. 

The  lion.  John  Sergeant  responded  to  a call,  and, 
with  his  usual  eloquence,  stirred  up  the  whigs  to 
good  feelings  and  good  resolves.  \Ve  weie  unable 
to  squeeze  into  a place  of  audience  until  near  the 
close  of  the  address,  but  found  that  Ihe  true  h eiings 
were  animating  the  speaker  and  extending  to  I he 
audience.  Mr.  S.  urged  the  whigs  to  prepare  for 
the  June  state  convention,  and  to  abide  by  their 
principles,  the  principles  by  which  they  had  united, 
and  by  which  they  must  stand  or  fall.  He  urged 
them  to  a due  consideration  o I men  to  carry  out  their 
principles,  and  assured  them  that  success  with  those 
who  could  not  sustain  ihe  principles  of  the  whigs 
would  not  remedy  the  national  evils,  and  would  be 
less  desirable  than  defeat.  As  a high-minded  mi- 
nority, we  might  prevent  evil*,  but,  successful  w ith 
incompetent  men,  we  could  neither  do  good  nor  pre- 
vent wrong. 

Mr.  Sergeant  concluded  amid  the  hearty  applause 
of  the  meeting,  and  the  hon.  W.  C.  Preston,  United 
States  senator  Irom  South  Carolina,  was  loudly 
called  for,  who  came  forward  amid  the  cheers  of  ttie 
company. 

Mr.  Piesion  expressed  the  high  degree  of  plea- 
sure which  he  felt  in  once  more  meeting  his  whig 
brethren  of  the  city  ot  Philadelphia.  It  was,  he 
said,  five  years  since  he  had  visited  the  city  on  the 
invitation  of  those  whom  he  had  now  the  pleasure 
of  meeting.  He  then  stood  side  by  side  with  men 
whose  lead  he  was  proud  to  follow — liis  distinguished 
colleague,  a senator  irom  Mississippi,  a senator  Itom 
Alabama,  a senator  Irom  Louisiana,  and  members 
of  the  house  of  representatives  Irom  his  own  state. 
Those  gentlemen  were  now  mostly  estranged  from 
him.  It  was  unnecessary  to  go  irto  causes,  but 
they  had  been  such  as  to  leave  him  standing  alone, 
'tie  solitary  wdiig  men. her  ol  the  United  States  se- 
nate south  of  the  Potomac, 

But  the  cause  whicli  he  supported  was  the  same 
now  that  it  was  in  1834;  he  stood  upon  Ihe  same 
giound,  maintained  ttie  same  principles,  and  battled 
against  the  same  abuses  of  pow'er  and  executive 
usurpation  now  that  he  did  then  ; and,  by  the  help 
of  God,  he  would  maintain  that  ground  and  fight  that 
battle  to  the  last,  flinch  who  might. 
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He  alluded  lo  the  severe  contest  which  the  whigs 
in  congress  had  been  compelled  to  sustain.  It  re 
quired  ail  their  exertions  to  keep  the  ruinous  mea- 
sures of  the  administration  in  check;  they  could  do 
little  else;  they  had  prevented  much  evil  by  defeat- 
ing the  sub-treasury  bill,  but  they  could  do  no  more 
Even  under  the  defeat  of  that  bill — its  suspension, 
for  it  was  not  yet  killed,  only  scotched — the  country 
began  to  rise  from  its  depiessed  state,  and  to  exert 
her  energies.  But,  if  this  were  the  case,  when  the 
career  of  the  present  administration  has  been  only 
checked,  what  might  not  be  expected  when  the 
whigs  should  displace  the  present  powers  that  be, 
and  be  able  to  act  efficiently,  and  to  carry  out  their 
conservative  principles?  We  should  then  see  the 
whole  country  rise,  and  expand,  and  teein  with  pros- 
perity. Industry  would  find  encouragement  and 
protection,  (tie  shackles  would  be  removed  from 
commerce,  confidence  would  be  restored,  and  no 
man  would  have  cause  to  tear  any  fatal  blow  to  his 
piospects  from  the  government,  which  was  not  now 
the  case,  and  bad  not  been  lor  many  years  past. 

Mr.  P.  urged  upon  ihe  whigs  tile  necessity  of  be- 
ing united.  They  must  sustain  the  broad  princi- 
ples of  wiiigism,  tile  only  ism,  he  said,  by  which 
they  could  sustain  themselves.  If  they  w ere  united, 
they  might  look  forward  to  certain  triumph.  He  as 
fully  believed,  if  they  stood  by  their  principles,  and 
pressed  forward  in  the  good  cause,  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der, they  would  coine  olf  victorious,  as  he  believed 
in  an  all-wise  and  overruling  providence.  But  if 
they  did  not,  defeat  was  certain — it  was  in  vain  to 
talk  of  victory  without  union. 

Tenness  e,  he  said,  was  with  us,  Georgia  was 
with  us.  North  Carolina,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi 
were  with  us,  and  Virginia  was  coming,  if  she  bad 
not  already  come;  and  what,  tie  asked,  had  brought 
them  to  us  : The  principles — the  broad,  the  catho- 

lic, the  conservative  principles  of  whigism.  These 
principles  had  sent  a Wise,  of  Virginia,  a Daw- 
son, of  Georgia,  a Prentiss,  of  Mississippi,  a Bell,  of 
Tennessee,  and  a Stanley,  ol  Noith  Carolina,  to  con- 
gress, and  nobly  did  t Ley  sustain  t he  glorious  cause. 

Yes,  lie  repeated,  it  is  whig  principles,  and  whig 
principles  alone,  which  has  brought  so  many  oi  the 
southern  states  to  sustain  that  banner,  and  io  array 
themselves  against  this  destructive  administration. 

I implore  you,  then,  lie  said,  one  and  all,  as  you  re- 
gard i lie  success  of  these  principles  and  t his  cause, 
to  stand  by  them  and  maintain  them  as  the  last  hope 
ot  tile  nation.  Do  not  suffer  any  division  ; let  us 
rally  under  the  same  banner,  and,  supporting  t he 
constitutional  lights  of  all  sections  of  the  country, 
stand  by  each  other.  Then  our  success  will  be  cer- 
tain, 

Mr.  P.  said  it  did  not  perhaps  become  him  to 
speak,  in  this  place,  ol  men;  but,  as  the  whig  flag 
could  not  be  suspended  without  a hand  to  hold  it 
aloft  when  raised,  lie  must  be  indulged  in  a remark 
or  two  upon  this  subject.  Tile  flag  under  which 
we  rally,  lie  said,  is  a noble,  a broad  and  expanded 
one,  and  proud  we  are  ol  it ; it  should  be  placed  in 
a hand  worthy  of  it,  and  able  to  spread  it  forth  upon 
the  breeze.  That  hand  is  the  hand  of  Henry  Claw 
To  him,  and  to  no  other  man,  must  our  banner  be 
entrusted,  if  we  would  see  it  gloriously  floating 
aloft  in  proud  and  triumphant  victory. 

Mr.  Clay,  lie  said,  was  a noble  man.  He,  him- 
self, came  into  Ihe  senate  with  stiong  prejudices 
against  him.  He  had  warmly  opposed  him  long 
belore  he  knew  him.  In  the  senate  he  found  him- 
self by  his  side — tie  watched  him  with  a suspicious 
eye — but  his  prejudices  had  gradually  given  way 
belore  ttie  power  ol  truth  ; and,  from  being  a suspi- 
cious opponent,  lie  would  frankly  confess  lie  had 
become  an  admirer  of  the  man.  It  was  not  his  elo- 
quence— that  was  well  i.nown — it  was  not  i he  great 
services  w Inch  lie  had  rendered  his  country,  and 
which  must  be  familiar  to  all,  that  won  him  ; but  it 
was  his  noble  nature — his  iearless  support  ol  w hat 
his  judgment  told  him  was  right,  regardless  of  con- 
sequences, l hat  called  foitli  his  admiration.  No 
man  ev<  r looked  danger  in  the  eye  with  a more  de-- 
termined,  unbundling  countenance,  when  in  the 
pursuit  of  truth,  or  the  sustainment  of  right,  than 
Henry  Clay.  ( Great  cheering.)  'I’his  he  spoke  of 
his  own  knowledge.  He  had  seen  him  standing,  as 
it  wpre,  upon  the  very  edge  of  a political  gulf,  down 
which,  apparently,  a single  step  must  plunge  him 
I have  seen  him  (said  Mr.  P.)  look  into  the  gulf 
with  a fixed,  yet  uubieiicliing  eye,  and,  with  all  its 
consequences  before  him,  take  the  step  whidi  lie 
thought  duly  requited.  Such  a man  is  Henry  Clay. 
( Cheers .) 

I have  heard  him  utter,  said  Mr.  Preston,  in  his 
closet,  sentiments  which,  had  they  fallen  from  the 
lips  of  one  of  the  ancients  of  Greece  or  Rome, 
would  have  been  repeated  with  admiration  to  the 
present  day.  Ou  one  occasion,  (continued  Mr.  P.) 
he  did  me  tin*  honor  to  send  for  and  consult  with 
me.  It  was  iu  reference  to  a step  he  was  about  to 


take,  and  which  will,  perhaps,  come  to  your  minds 
without  more  direct  allusions.  Alier  staling  what 
he  proposed,  I suggested  whether  there  would  not 
be  danger  in  it,  whether  such  a course  would  not 
injure  his  own  prospects;  as  well  as  those  of  the 
whig  party  ill  general.  His  leply  was,  ••  I did  not 
send  lor  you  to  ask  what  might  be  the  effect  ol  the 
proposed  movement  on  iny  /irus/iects.  but  whether 
if  was  right;  I had  rather  be  right  than  be  presi- 
dent.” 

Such  sentiments  as  these  indicate  the  loftiness  of 
the  man,  and  the  high  purposes  of  his  soul  ; and 
they  should  call  forth  the  admiration  and  the  confi 
dence  of  the  nation.  They  point  to  him  as  the 
most  worthy  to  wield  her  destinies.  I avow  my- 
self, therefore,  for  Henry  Clay.  I will  not  say  I 
believe  the  whigs  will  be  defeated  unless  they  rallv 
as  one  man,  in  a solid  phalanx,  around  him  and 
their  principles.  I know  it.  It  is  inevitable.  But 
if  they  do  thus  rally,  their  triumph  is  certain.  May 
it  be  my  lot  to  congratulate  you  hereafter  upon  your 
victory,  rather  than  condole  with  you,  and  mourn 
w ith  tlm  country  on  your  defeat ! 

Mr.  Hoffman,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Wise,  of 
Virginia,  were  called  for,  but  it  did  not  appear  that 
they  were  in  the  room. 

We  took  no  notes  of  any  speeches,  and  occupied 
a position  not  favorable  to  hearing.  We  must  not, 
therefore,  be  considered  as  attempting  to  give  more 
than  a sketch  of  the  eloquent  remarks  of  the  two 
distinguished  speakers. 

When  Mr.  Preston  mentioned  the  name  of  Henry 
Clay  in  connexion  with  the  whig  banner,  lltere  was 
an  outburst  of  feeling  t hat  told  of  t tie  hold  which 
that  great  man  had  on  the  affections  of  the  meeting. 
Three  times  three  they  cheered,  and  then  asked  lor 
“one  more,”  belore  they  allowed  tile  speaker  to 
proceed.  It  was  a gratifying  occasion,  and  will  be 
productive  of  good. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  Badger,  the  association  ad- 
journed to  meet  on  Saturday  evening  next,  at  seven 
o’clock,  at  the  Temperance  hall,  Northern  Liber- 
ties. 


TWENTY  FIFTH  CONGRESS, 

THIRD  SESSION — SENATE. 

March  2.  Mr.  Hubbard  presented  certain  joint 
resolutions  of  the  legislature  ol  New  Hampshire,  in- 
structing their  senators  ami  requesting  their  repre- 
sentatives to  obtain  the  adjustment  of  claims  for  spo- 
liations committed  by  France  prior  to  1800;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  piinted. 

Mr. Morris'  presented  several  petitions  for  (lie  abo- 
lition of  slavery  ; which  lie  asked  might  be  re- 
ceived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  the  motion 
to  receive  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Norvell,  lioiri  the  committee  on  commerce,  to 
which  were  referred  seveial  memorials  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a steam  revenue  cutter,  made  a repoit  there- 
on, accompanied  by  t lie  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  and  memorials  con- 
cerning the  construction  of  sieam  revenue  cutters,  with 
a copy  of  this  report,  he  referred  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy. 

The  resolution  was  considered  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Cuthbert,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of 
Robert  Fulton,  made  a special  report  thereon; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tlie  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, was  considered  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  t he  United  S ates  lie 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  die  seriate,  at  the 
commencement  of  die  next  session  of  congress,  reports 
upon  the  military  and  naval  defences  of  the  country, 
showing — 

First.  'The  fortifications,  or  other  permanent  de- 
fences, commenced,  completed,  projected,  or  deemed 
necessary — 1.  For  the  northern  frontier,  from  lake  Su- 
perior to  Passamaquoddy  bay.  2.  For  the  niaratime 
frontier,  from  Passamaquoddy  bay  to  Cape  Florida. 
3.  The  Gulf  frontier,  from  Cape  Florida  lo  ihe  Sabine 
bay-  4.  The  western  frontier,  from  the  Sabine  hay 
to  lake  Superior,  with  a conjectural  estimate  of  die  pro- 
bable expense  of  constructing  or  completing  such  works 
as  may  not  yet  have  been  comple  ed  or  commenced. 

Second.  The  stale  of  ihe  armament  of  the  fortifica- 
tions, so  far  as  the  same  may  lie  completed  or  com- 
menced, with  a conjectural  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
completing  the  armament  of  ail  ihe  forts  which  may  be 
commenced,  or  deemed  necessary  to  be  constructed. 

Third.  Th°  armories,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  foun- 
dries, either  constructed  or  dtemed  necessary,  wiiha 
conjectural  estimate  ot  tite  expense  of  constructing  such 
of  said  establishments  as  ntay  not  yet  he  completed  or 
commenced,  but  which  may  he  deemed  necessary. 

Fourth.  The  floating,  or  stcatn  batteries,  or  vessels 
which  have  been  constructed  in  aid  of  fortifications,  or 
may  be  deemed  necessary  to  be  constructed  in  aid  of 
such  works,  with  a conjectural  estimate  of  the  expense 
which  the  same  may  require. 

Fifth.  The  ships  of  w ar  built,  or  under  construction, 
or  deemed  necessary  to  be  built,  with  a conjectural  esti- 1 


mate  of  the  expense  of  building  and  arming  the  vessels 
not  yet  completed  or  commenced,  or  which  may  he 
deemed  necessary  within  a reasonable  time. 

Sixth.  The  navy  yards,  ducks,  and  naval  establish- 
ments of  every  kind,  ei : her  constructed  or  commenced, 
or  deemed  necessary,  with  the  probable  expense  of  com- 
pleting the  same. 

VVitl)  any  other  information  or  suggestions  which 
ttie  president  may  deem  necessary  to  be  communicat- 
ed lo  congress,  in  order  to  exhibit  a full  view  of  what 
is  necessary  to  be  done,  and  the  probable  cost  then  of, 
to  place  the  United  Slates  in  a proper  state  of  de- 
fence, by  land  and  u:ater,  and  on  eaclt  of  the  four 
great  lines  of  defence  which  her  frontiers  present. 

Mr.  Duuis  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
w as  considered  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  tite  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  senate,  at  the  next  session  of 
congress,  whether  any  change  inthe  system  of  marine 
hospitals  is  expedient  ; and,  if  so,  what,  and  especially 
if  any  new  hospitals  are  necessary,  and  in  what  manner 
they  ought  to  he  erected  if  deemed  expedient,  and  how 
supported. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  ol  the  government  for  the  year 
IS39,  was  taken  up,  and  the  question  being  on  tlie 
amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  on  finance, 
lo  strike  out  tlie  appropt  iation  tor  tite  documentary 
history — 

Mr.  Benton  spoke  at  much  length  agaii.st  the  ap- 
propriation, and  also  against  the  distribution  of  tlie 
books,  and  read  from  reports  of  committees  lo  justify 
vvliat  he  said.  He  considered  this  whole  busitt.-ss  of 
printing  books  for  member  of  congress — a practice 
which  had  grown  up  within  a few  years  past — to  be 
one  of  the  most  abominable  abuses  which  now  beset 
the  government,  and  lie  considered  this  particular 
job  as  the  most  abominable  of  the  whole.  Taken  in 
every  way,  tlie  manner  in  which  it  was  got  through 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  most  attentive  mem- 
bers— he  meant  others  still  more  than  himself- — ihe 
enormity  of  the  sum  involved — the  vast  bulk  and 
little  worth  of  the  work — and  the  distribution  of  it  to 
the  members  that  voted  for  it — and  it  was  truly  an 
abominable  abuse.  None  of  us  knew  that  such  a 
work  was  authorised  by  us.  It  was  passed  in  1833 
and  it  was  nearly  a year  afterwards  belore  we  dis- 
covered what  we  had  done.  He  (Mr.  B. ) found  it 
out  from  Mr.  Manguin,  of  North  Carolina,  at  (he 
next  session,  who  was  a inemberof  a committee  w ho 
discovered  what  had  been  done;  and  then,  for  the 
fiist  time,  it  was  found  out  that  an  act  had  been 
passed  by  which  upwards  of  half  a million  ol  dollars 
at  the  least,  and  possibly  a million  ami  a half,  was 
to  be  given  to  an  officer  of  tlie  house  of  representa- 
t ves,  (M.  St.  C Clarke,  the  cleik  of  Ihe  house,) 
and  his  partner,  for  printing  a work  to  be  given  to 
those  w ho  voted  that  officer  and  his  paitner  the  mo- 
ney ! As  soon  as  iound  out,  the  abuse  was  resisted 
by  some  members,  and  has  been  resisted  for  six 
years,  but  w ithout  effect  ; for  while  a majority  con- 
demn and  denounce  it,  jet  they  are  placed  under 
duress,  and  compelled  to  vote  for  the  money  and  dis- 
tribution by  putting  them  in  the  appropriation  bills 
lor  the  support  of  the  government,  and  then  making 
it  a question  to  lose  the  whole  bill  and  stop  tlie  go- 
vernment, or  let  tlie  distribution  go  on.  He,  for  one, 
would  vote  against  it,  and  let  tlie  government 
stop,  if  that  should  be  the  consequence  ; and  iet  the 
people  see  who  it  was  that  would  break  up  (lie  go- 
vernment belore  they  would  cease  voting  books  to 
themselves!  Even  if  the  vote  of  tlie  hooks  was 
right  in  itself,  it  would  be  w'rong  to-be  put  into  an 
appropriation  hill ; and  he  would  not  be  coerced  by 
finding  it  there.  But  tite  whole  practice  was  wrong 
in  itself,  and  was  becoming  an  enormous  abuse — 
enormous  lor  tlie  amount  of  money — enormous  for 
tlie  principle — enormous  for  the  frightful  progress 
which  it  made — enormous  lor  tite  consequences  it 
might  lead  to.  Every  session  w'e  have  jobs  and  dis- 
tiibutioas.  A multitude  of  works  have  been  printed 
and  distributed.  They  multiply  every  session.  We 
vote  the  money  to  tlie  jobber — Ihe  jobber  gives  the 
honks  to  ns — ai  d many  of  us  sell  tlie  books  iustanter 
lo  Mr.  Teinpieman,  or  some  other  purchaser.  Twen- 
ty thousand — forty  thousand — sixty  thousand  dollars 
— are  a common  vote,  and  done  with  a rapidity  which 
defies  all  description,  and  iu  a way  to  escape  tlie  no- 
tice of  the  most  attentive  members.  But  this  is  a 
case,  not  of  twenty — or  forty — or  sixty  thousand 
dollars,  but  of  one  of  two  millions  ! It  is  absolutely 
a case  of  millions,  and  may  be  as  many  as  tlie  job- 
bers choose  lo  make  it.  It  is  without  limits  or  boun- 
daries ; it  is  lo  print  whatever  tlie  jobbers  choose  to 
print — for  there  is  no  earthly  control  over  them — 
under  tlie  name  of  documentary  history  of  tlie  revo- 
lution. Already  they  infotm  ns  that  tlie  private  and 
public  libraries  of  Ameiica  and  Europe  are  to  be 
explored  to  find  eit her  manuscript  or  printed  matter 
to  be  published  ; and  they  are  at  lifceity  to  publish 
all  t hat  they  can  find.  Ti  e first  computation  supposed 
it  might  amount  to  a million  aud  a half  ol  dollars  ; 
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th,-u  Hit.'  undertakers,  when  (lie  enormity  of  that  sum  , 
startled  every  body,  proposed  lo  put  a limit  on  them 
selves  hy  limiting  the  number  of  volumes.  They 
proposed  to  limit  the  volumes  to  twenty,  and  letl 
the  number  of  pages  unlimited,  though  estimated  lor 
at  801)  pages.  Tue  pay  was  by  the  page— so  much 
the  page — and  at  this  rate  it  would  come  lo  $20,400 
a volume;  and  twenty  volumes  would  make  $408, 
000.  Tiiis  seemed  to  impose  a limit,  but  it  was  ah 
an  illusion  ! The  number  of  pages  were  unlimited, 
and  instead  of  SOi),  the  first  volume — the  only  one 
printed — contains- above  1,000  pages!  and  instead  ol 
$20,400,  tue  estimated,  actual  price  is.  $2ti,0..()  ! and 
by  doubling  I tie  pages,  the  next  one  may  be  $'52,000. 
Tuis  bill  is  to  pay  a balance,  a balance  due  lor  the 
first  volume;  and  'disbalance  is  $5[600  ! the  esti- 
mated piice  ot  $20,400  having  been  previously'  paid. 
At  tins  rate  the  ivvemy  volumes  will  cost  $5x0, 000  ; 
bui  llure  ism  tiling  lo  limit  it  to  that  amount;  ill. 
publishers  can  print  what  they  please,  as  many 
volumes  as  they  please,  and  as  many  pages  as  they 
please  in  each  volume  ; and  h dug  paid  hy  llie  page, 
t is  bulk  of  the  w ork,  and  Die  amount  of  tue  price,  is 
absolutely  vvitho  it  limit  ! ll  is  also  without  limit  as 
1,o  time  ! Ii  may  last  lor  centuries,  and  through  gene 
rations;  and  Die  families  of  Mr.  Claike  and  Mr. 
Farce  may  be  pensioned  on  the  ledi-ral  government 
through  successive  ages.  Ii  is  a personal  coot ■ act 
with  Mesa's.  Clarke  and  Force;  it  will  descend 
to  their  lepi'esm’alives ; it  has  taken  six  years  lo 
make  one  volume;  and  twenty  volumes,  even  if 
limited  to  that,  would  inquire,  at  Hie  same  late,  one 
hundred  a d twenty  y eats  to  complete  Die  woik.  So 
siow  is  tue  forth  coming  work,  that  we  have  been 
told  on  tins  lloor — told  by  Mr. -King,  ot  Geoigia,  who 
began  Die  good  work  oi  opposing  inis  business — d,al 
he  was  well  informed  that  a member  had  sold  bis 
i, it,  rest  in  the  whole  documentary  history,  tor 
which  we  pay  a million  or  so,  for  ten  dollars  in 
hand. 

Mr.  B.  then  took  the  ground  that  the  whole  con- 
tract ought  to  be  set  aside,  lor  Iraud:  first,  in  the 
manner  ot  getting  it  thiough  congress  in  a way  to 
prevent  all  knowledge  ot  Die  magnitude  ol  Die 
work,  and  that  hy  an  uffic  r ot  the  house;  next  lor 
want  of  moral  oi  constitutional  power  in  the  con 
greos  lo  vote  themselves  such  presents;  third,  lor 
the  imii'ii  r in  which  Die  juice  was  fixed,  and 
fixed  nearly  twice  too  much — he  proved  by  read- 
ing answeis  to  inquiries  from  Die  most  eminent 
booksellers  of  Pinladi  lpfiia  and  oilier  ci  ics,  ad- 
dressed to  them  by  a couimiiiee  of  the  house  ot 
representatives!  alter  the  discovery  of  the  extent  of 
Lie  job  given  to  Messis.  (burke  and  Force.  He 
read  from  the  report  lo  show  that  Messrs.  Claike 
and  Force  virtually  fixed  the  price  themselves  by 
parting  D into  tne  face  of  ihe  law,  that  they  were 
to  have  at  Ihe  same  rale  as  Messis*  Blair  anil  Rives 
were  paid  lor  a certain  work,  the  price  ol  which 
was  fixed  by  Mr  Force,  who  was  selected  hy  Mr. 
Clarke  and  Mr.  Lowry  for  that  purpose;  Clarke 
and  force’s  bid  depending  iu  congress,  while  Mr. 
Force,  as  a lelcree,  was  fixing  Die  juice  of  woik 
which  was  lo  govern  his  own. 

Mr.  B.  finished  wilh  declaring  that  this  book 
printing  and  book  disli  ibuting  business  had  become 
ail  enormous  abuse;  that  the  attention  ot  Die  coun- 
try ought  to  be  roused  up  to  it;  and  it  the  bill  for 
the  support  of  Die  government  was  lost,  it  would 
rouse  Die  country,  and,  in  Die  end,  save  millions. 
For  Ids  own  part,  lie  had  been  resisting  Ibis  busi- 
ness lor  six  years  without  any  effect,  tor  it  was 
growing  and  increasing  annually.  But  he  should 
go  on  opposing  it,  opposing  all  these  jobs,  great 
arid  small.  He  had  to  encounter  friends  and  foes, 
and  to  Draw  on  himself  censure  and  opposition. 
He  was  sorry  for  it,  but  he  could  not  help  it.  The 
abuse  must  be  stopped;  and  he  had  taken  a fixed 
and  inexorable  resolution  lo  try  and  stop  it.  He 
had  pul  on  Ins  iron  nerves,  and  should  yield  to 
neither  friends  nor  foes. 

Mr.  Southard  spoke  in  reply,  insisting  that  this 
sum  was  due  under  a contract  which  was  a law 
of  the  land;  and  Diat  congress,  before  withhold- 
ing apjiropriations,  ought  to  declare  that  contiact 
null  and  void,  which  no  one  daied  to  (propose  in 
direct  terms,  or  else  they  ought  to  make  a com- 
promise, and  allo  w Clarke  and  Force  suitable  da- 
mages. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  would  vote  for  this  ap- 
projirialiou,  but  a sense  ol  duty  would  not  allow 
him  lo  vote  in  favor  ot  giving  hooks  to  members  of 
congress.  He  agreed,  however,  if  Clarke  and 
Force  should  sufb-r  damage  on  account  of  a lailure 
in  congress  to  lull'd  a contract,  they  ought  to  be 
remunerated. 

On  th  cail  of  Mr.  Foster,  the  question  was  divid- 
ed so  as  lo  ascertain,  first,  whether  the  senate  would 
make  this  appropriation;  and,  second,  whether  the 
books  should  he  distributed  as  provided  for  bv  the 
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The  founer  of  these  questions  was  decided  in 
ihe  negative,  thus  striking  out  the  appropriation  ol 
$5.6i)2  by  yeas  and  nay  s,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  of  Alabama,  Fulion,  Hubbard  Linn,  Mouion, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierre.  Roane,  Robinson, 

3 vier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Waiker,  Williams,  oi 
Mississippi  and  Wright — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton Davis,  hosier,  Knight,  Merrick,  Robbins,  Smith, 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift  Tallmadge  and  Webster 
—13. 

The  question  on  the  distribution  of  the  books 
was  negatived  hy  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bernon,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  ot  Alabama,  Clay,  ol  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Fos- 
ter, Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Merrick,  Mouion, 
Nilc-s,  Norvell.  Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smi  h, 
of  Conn.,  Smrb,of  Ind.,  Svvitt,  Walker,  Wall,  W h ie, 
Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams,  ol  Miss,  and  Wright — 
29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Davis,  Southard  and  Webster — 3. 
The  amendment  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  which 
required  the  jointing,  &.c.  of  the  executive  depart 
meats  to  he  done  by  contract,  to  be  given  to  the 
lowest  bidder,  being  before  the  senate. 

Mr.  Wright  said  the  commitlee  had  recommend- 
ed tins  amendment,  because  in  their  view  a com- 
pliance w i l h the  requisitions  of  the  jiroviso  was 
impracticable;  it  amounted  to  a total  denial  to  the 
departments  of  the  power  of  having  any  printing 
done  whatever.  There  was  no  obligation  on  Ihe 
contractor  to  reside,  or  to  perform  the  work  in  this 
city;  and  the  departments  would  be  compelled  on 
every  emergency  in  which  they  required  a job  ol 
(uniting  to  he  done,  to  send  it  perhaps  to  Boston  lo 
he  executed.  He  hoped  the  proposed  amendment 
of  Die  committee  would  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  hill  was 
ordered  to  a third  reading,  and.  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, was  r<  ad  a t h ii  cl  tune,  and  passed. 

T h is  bill  was  subsequently  returned  from  the 
house,  with  Die  information  ttiat  the  house  lion- 
concurred  in  the  Two  above  principal  amendments 
made  by  the  senale,  and  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  finance. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  commiltee  moved  that  the  se- 
nate insist  on  their  fir.-t  amendment  striking  out 
the  provision  for  letting  out  Die  public  printing  on 
contract,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Also,  that  the  senate  recede  from  the  amend 
ment  striking  out  the  appropriation  for  the  docu- 
mentary history,  which  was  agreed  to — yeas  23, 
nays  6. 

Also,  that  the  senate  insist  on  their  amendment 
sti inking  out  the  provision  for  Die  distribution  ol 
these  books  among  the  members  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives,  which  after  some  re- 
marks from  Mr.  Webster,  iri  opposition,  was  agreed 
to — ayes  23,  noes  7,  us  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  of  Alabama.  Fusier.  Fulion,  Hubbard, 
King,  Lyon,  Mou  on,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Piercr, 
Robinson,  Seva  r.  Smith  of  Indiana,  Walker.  While, 
W. Hiatus,  of  Maine,  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Wrigh  — 

NAYS — Messrs.  Davis,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Webster,  Young— 7. 

Mr.  Mien  submitted  Die  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  president’s  message,  of  the  1st 
instant,  anti  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  postmaster 
general,  in  answer  to  certain  resolutions  of  the  senate 
adopted  on  the  1st  instant,  in  relation  to  a communica- 
tion previously  made  to  ihe  senate  by  the  postmaster 
general,  are  saiisf  mtorv  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  A.  desired  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
at  this  time;  hut  this  requiring  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  ol  Indiana,  objected. 

Mr.  Buchanan  expressed  a hope  that  the  senator 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Smith],  would  withdraw  his 
objection.  The  postmaster  general  had  expressly 
disclaimed  all  intentional  disresjiect  to  the  senate 
in  his  former  communication.'  H'-  had  never  be- 
lieved, and  lie  bad  so  expressed  himself,  that  this 
officer  intended  any  disrespect  to  the  body,  al- 
though, without  this  disavowal,  his  communication 
won.d  fairly  bear  such  a construction.  He  had 
now  disavowed  all  such  intention,  and  therefore 
th“  senate  ought  to  express  themselves  satisfied. 

Mr.  Smith  still  persisting  in  his  objection,  the 
resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr  .Allen  then  said  that  by  the  rules  he  could 
call  up  his  resolution  to-morrow;  and  that  as  the 
day  would  terminate  at  12  o’clock,  he  gave  notice 
Diat  he  would  take  the  earliest  occasion  thereafter 
to  call  for  its  consideration. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
the  house  for  the  protection  of  the  northern  and 
noi  tli western  frontier. 

Mr.  Benton,  (torn  the  military  committee,  report- 
ed various  amendments  to  the  hill  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  $1,240,000,  viz:  $740,000  for  fortifica- 


tions much  advanced,  and  $500,000  for  others  not 
much  ad\  anced. 

Mr.  Ruggles  moved  to  increase  the  appropria- 
tion for  fortifications  in  Maine  from  $100,000  to 
$200,000. 

This  motion  was  briefly  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Williams,  ol  Maine,  and  Ruggles,  and  op|>osed  by 
Messrs.  Wright  and  Clay,  of  Alabama,  and  negativ- 
ed without  a division. 

The  appropriation  oT  $100,000  for  Maine  fortifi- 
cations was  also  negatived  by  yeas  ar.d  nays  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen.  Benton,  Cnthberf,  Davis, 
Foster,  Ful  on,  Knight  Linn,  Lyon,  Nerved,  Pierce, 
Ruggles.  Smith,  of  Gunn.,  Tallmadge  Walker,  Wall, 
Webster.  Wiliams,  of  Me.,  and  Young — 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayard.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
of  Alabama,-. Clay  on,  Hubbard,  King,  McKean,  Mer- 
rick, Nicholas,  Niles,  Prentiss.  Rives,  Roane,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Smith,  ot  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  While, 
Williams,  of  Miss.,  and  Wrhdu- — 22. 

The  ajipropriation  of  $80,000  for  the  western 
frontier  was  advocated  at  some  length  by  Mr.  Ful- 
ton and  Mr.  Benton,  and  opposed  by  Mr  Calhoun, 
and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Clayton  Foster,  Fulion,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nor- 
vell, Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Jn,  Tall- 
rnadge,  Walker.  While.  Williams,  of  Me.,  Williams, 
of  Miss.,  and  Young — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Hubbard, 
King,  Mt  Kean.  Merrick  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pierce.  Pren- 
tiss, Koane,  Robbins,  Smith,  ot  Conn.,  Southard,  Swiit, 
Wall,  and  Wrigln— 17. 

The  appropriations  of  $740,000  for  fortifications 
and  oDier  militaiy  defences  on  the  Atlantic  and 
Gulf  coast  were  now  taken  together,  advocat  d by 
Mr.  Benton  and  INI r.  Davis,  who  staled  that  there 
was  recently  not  a gun  in  Boston  in  a condition  to 
fire  a salute,  which  lie  supposed  was  generally  the 
case  ; and  opposed  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  said  there 
were  always  ready  guns  by  hundreds  when  he  was 
connected  with  Die  dejiartment ; and  il  the  millions 
recently  appropriated  had  been  thus  wasted,  this  pit- 
tance would  do  nothin!?;  and  then  this  whole  appro- 
priation was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,.  of 
Alabama,  Davis,  Fulton,  Knight,  Nicholas,  Robbins, 
Ruggk-s,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  and  Williams,  of 
Maine — 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Ken 
tucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthberi,  Foster,  Hubbard,  Lyon, 
McKean,  Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Premiss,  Preston, 
Roane,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  In- 
diana Swift,  White,  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Wright, 
and  Young — 23. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  now  reported  to  the 
senate,  and  alter  a bib  ( conversation  the  ajiprojiria- 
tiori  ot  $8(1,000  lor  the  western  frontier,  made  in 
committee,  w as  non  ■ concurred  in,  or  lost,  in  senate, 
hy  yeas  and  nays  as  lollows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Fulton, 
Linn,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Smith,  of  la.,  Walker, 
Webster,  While,  and  Williams,  of  Me. — 13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun.  Davis,  Hub- 
hard,  Kins,  Knight,  Merrick,  Nicholas  Niles,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Pres  on,  Roane,  Smith,  of  Conn.,  Southard, 
Swift,  Wall,  and  Wright — 18. 

Tile  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading,  and  by  consent  read  a third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Allen,  relative 
to  the  letter  of  the  postmaster  general,  w as,  on  his 
motion,  called  up,  and  was  agreed  to,  without  a di- 
vision. 

The  bill  from  the  house  giving  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States  additional  powers  for  the  defence 
of  the  United  Slates  in  certain  cases  against  inva- 
sion, and  toi  other  purjioses,  was  received,  the  lfith 
joint  rule  in  the  way  ol  its  reception  was  suspend- 
ed, and  the  senate  proceeded  forthwith  to  consider 
the  bill.  After  having  been  read  the  first  time, 

Mr.  Benton  observed  that  he  did  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary, at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  and  under 
present  circumstances,  to  refer  this  bill  to  a com- 
mittee. The  subject  was  perfectly  understood  by 
every  senator;  the  bill,  as  il  had  passed  the  house, 
was  on  their  tables;  and  the  sense  ol  the  senate 
had  been  fully  expressed  in  the  resolutions  unani- 
mously adopted  last  evening.  He  therelore  thought 
that  they  bad  better  not  refer  the  bill,  but  take  it 
up  fn  committee  of  the  whole,  and  act  on  it  at 
once. 

Mr.  Buchanan  observed  that  the  bill  from  the 
house,  now  before  the  senate,  entirely  met  his  ap- 
probation, with  perhaps  a single  excejdion.  Under 
all  the  circumstances,  he  doubted  the  policy  ot  send- 
ing a special  minister  to  England;  but  be  should 
make  no  motion  to  strike  this  provision  from  the 
bill,  unless  his  doubts  might  be  fortified  by  the  opi- 
nion of  other  senators.  With  this  exception,  if  such 
il  ought  to  be  considered,  the  bill,  he  believed,  was 
just  such  an  one  as  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
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tioas  would  ha»e  um.niuiously  repotted  to  l lie  se- 
naie,  had  il  not  been  deemed  more  proper  that  tliiv 
measure  should  originate  m the  house,  it  was  pre- 
cisely in  accordance  with  the  resolutions  which  had 
passed  the  senate  last  night,  by  which  we  pledged 
ourselves,  that  in  case  the  British  government  should 
attempt  to  take  possession  ut  (his  disputed  ten itory , 
we  would  stand  by  the  president  ot  the  United 
States,  and  sustain  linn  with  all  the  military  powei 
of  the  nation  in  rep  llmg  this  aggression.  This 
bill  contained  no  provisional  army.  It  simply  au- 
thorised a resort  to  the  militia  and  volunteeis,  in 
case  it  should  become  necessary  to  call  out  a mili- 
tary lorce  before  congress  could  be  convened,  and 
appropriated  the  money  necessary  to  accomplish 
the  oh]  ct.  Mr.  B agreed  with  his  friend  from 
Missouri.  [Mr.  Benton,]  that  if  was  unnecessary 
to  relcrthis  bill  lo  a committee,  as  it  was  plain  and 
simple  in  Us  provisions,  and  ihe  session  so  near  ils 
close.  As  to  the  propriety  of  sending  a special 
minister  lo  England — lie  would  he  glad  to  hear  the 
opinion  of  oilier  senators  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Tulimtidge  observed  t U at  he  differed  with  the 
senator  Irom  Pennsylvania  in  one  particular.  He 
was  highly  in  favor  ol  sending  a special  minister  to 
England.  He  thought  the  minister  sent  should  be 
a man  of  character  and  standing,  and  lie  had  no  idea 
that  the  piesidcnt  would  send  any  other. 

Mr.  S'lvlluirtl  acknowh  dged  that  lie  felt  great 
difficulty  in  passing  so  promptly  on  a hill  of  such 
magnitude.  He  did  not  view  it  in  the  light  that 
other  senators  did,  as  carrying  out  the  resolutions 
of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  but  going  lar 
beyond  them.  He  greatly  feared  the  consequences 
of  passing  such  a bill,  and  was  alarmed  at  what 
would  he  the  result  of  ils  passage.  For  if  it  did 
pass,  and  l he  president  should  call  for  the  volun- 
teers authorised  by  it,  there  would  be  a war  be- 
tween this  country  ami  Great  Britain  which  might 
last  lor  veais.  Where  were  these  volunteers  to  be 
.raised,  and  how  ? The  moment,  said  Mr.  S.  that 
that  biil  is  pass  d,  von  will  find  volunteers  assem- 
bling under  it,  and  eager  lo  march  into  the  British 
teri  itories. 

Now,  1 adc  you  (continued  Mr.  S.)  to  look  upon 
the  whole  of  our  tronliers,  and  see  what  has  occur- 
red there  during  the  past  twelve  months,  together 
w ith  the  tone  and  temper  ol  Ihe  people.  Did  it  nol 
require  all  the  exertions  of  tile  executive  to  repress 
the  spirit  that  was  so  open ly  manifested?  He 
would  as  soon,  Mr  S.  said,  vote  for  an  absolute  de- 
claration of  war  as  this  bill.  The  great  danger  was 
that  the  volunteers  would  not  wait  for  the  orders 
of  the  president  of  file  United  States,  but  that  they 
would,  as  soon  as  nrganiz  d,  invade  the  British 
territory,  ami  thus  bring  on  a war  while  Ihe  two 
governments  were  in  the  progress  of  adjusting  tl  e 
diifereiices  between  them.  There  were  other  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  to  which  he  was  not  prepared  to 
give  his  assent,  and  there  were  others  w hich  he  ap- 
proved of,  and  among  Uie  latter  was  the  one  refer- 
red to  by'  the  senator  from  New  Yoik.  He  hoped 
that  a special  minister  would  be  sent  to  England, 
and  that  the  mission  would  result  in  the  settlement 
of  all  our  differences  with  that  [lower.  God  forbid  \ 
that  a war  between  this  country  and  England,  the 
representatives  of  the  freedom  of  the  world,  should 
evei  take  place.  He  did  not  fear  the  contest  if  it 
should  be  forced  on  him  ; but,  saiil  he,  if  vve  go 
into  this  conflict,  I wish  to  go  into  it  coolly  and  dis- 
pass.onately,  and  in  a manner  calculated  lo  carry 
with  ns  the  feelings  of  thp  people  of  the  whole 
country,  lie  preferred  that  the  bill  should  be  sent 
to  a committee,  with  a view  to  a more  mature  con- 
sul ration  of  the  w bole  subject,  and  flic  recommen- 
riaiion  of  some  measure  less  calculated  to  precipi- 
tate the  countiy  into  a war.  In  Ihe  present  posture 
ol  affairs,  this  s-clion  authorising  tile  raising  of 
volunteers,  would  be  looked  on  by  the  British  go- 
vernment in  no  other  light  than  as  a m<  nace,  and 
perhaps  lead  this  high  spirited  people  into  acts  ol 
hostility,  which  moie  moderate  measures  on  our 
part  might  prevent.  How  could  vve  expect  any 
successful  nego.ialions  for  terminating  our  differ- 
ences with  the  Biilish  government,  with  this  threat 
hanging  over  them  ? Would  they  not  point  to  it  as 
an  act  of  hostility,  and  refuse  to  negotiate  until  it 
was  withdrawn  ? 

Mr.  S.  after  some  further  remarks,  concluded  by 
moving  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  committee  on  foreign 
relation*. 

Mr.  Tul! inrnlpc  did  not  know  that  he  had  any  ob 
jections  to  the  lelVrence  ol  the  bill  ; the  remark  lie 
made  was  in  regard  lo  Ihe  sending  of  a minister 
But  he  saw  no  cause  loi  the  alarm  felt  by  Ihe  sena 
tor  from  N-vv  Jersey.  No  one  could  pretend  lha' 
volunteers  would  be  raised  under  the  pi ovision*  ol 
this  bill  till  the  president  called  for  (hem  ; and  altei 
he  has  called  for  them,  they  w ill  as  soon  as  raised 
be  in  the  service  ot  the  United  States,  and  cannot 
go  to  Canada,  or  any  where  else  without  orders.. 


He,  could  nol  agne  vvnli  the  senator  trom  New 
Jersey,  that  any  pait  ol  this  bill  could  justly  be 
viewed  as  a lloeat  or  manace.  We  have  her  n 
threatened  w ith  invasion,  a;  d though  he  did  nol  be- 
lieve that  the  threat  would  he  carried  into  execu- 
tion, yet  it  was  highly  necessary  lo  be  prr  pared  loi 
any  such  contingency.  Should  the  Biilish  govern- 
ment complain  ol  this  clause  of  t he  lull  as  a menace, 
wnicli  he  did  not  b'  lieve  they  would  do,  the  presi- 
dent could  say,  that  fiom  the  very  nature  ol  on i in- 
stitutions, we  weie  unprepared  lor  any  emergency, 
and  llieielore  il  was  that  congress  passed  this  mea- 
sure in  order  that  we  might  be  prepared  to  meet 
the  invasion  that  was  threatened.  We  shall  alway  s, 
said  Mr.  T.  enter  into  a conflict  with  a foreign 
power  under  disadvantageous  circumstances,  but 
vve  shall  become  stronger  as  it  progresses,  and 
triumph  in  the  end.  He  did  hi  lieve  that  lliis  bill 
was  nece-saiy,  and  lie  would  therefore  give  it  his 
vote.  We  passed,  said  lie,  unanimously  the  lesolu- 
tions  reported  by  the  committee  on  foreign  rela 
lions;  and  Igst  session  vve  passed  resolutions  just 
as  strong,  and  what  did  they  amount  to.  To  no 
thing.  The  British  government,  instead  of  giving 
up  their  claims,  had  advanced  the  claim  to  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  ter. itory,  and 
threatened  lo  support  it  with  an  armed  lorce.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  he  was  lor  putting  the 
country  in  a situation  to  meet  the  threatened  con- 
tingency. He  saw  nothing  alarming  in  the  autho- 
rising this  voluntei  r force  to  be  raised.  They  will 
be  embodied  only'  when  the  president  shall  call  for 
them  ; and  being  under  his  orders,  they  will  not  he 
abie  lo  march  a foot  until  he  commands  it. 

Mr.  Merrick  was  in  lavor  of  refirrh  g the  bill  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations.  It.  was  an  im- 
portant measure,  and  should  go  through  all  the 
forms  of  legislation;  and  if  it  passed,  it  should  be 
alter  lull  and  solemn  deliberation.  There  was  no 
man  in  the  country  more  reluctant  to  go  lo  w ar  than 
he  was.  A war  would  be  highly  injurious  to  the 
people  he  represented,  but  he  would  not  sacrifice 
the  honor  or  the  interests  of  the  nation  for  the  sake 
| of  preserving  peace.  He  had  no  lears  of  anv  con  I 
sequences  resulting  from  autln  r sing  this  volunteer 
corps.  They  are,  he  said,  to  be  composed  ot  the 
freemen. of  t tie  United  S ates,  and  upon  them  vve 
can  as  safely  rely  for  obeying  the  laws  as  for  de- 
fending the  liberties  ol  1 he  country.  We  are  ab.  ut 
(said  Mr.  M.)  to  adjourn,  and  cannot  meet  again 
lor  many  months.  We  are  threatened  with  inva- 
sion, and  the  danger  is  great  lhat  the  threat  will  he 
carried  into  execution.  My  opinion  is  (said  Mr. 
M.)  thal  war  will  come  before  twelve  months  is 
over,  do  what  you  will.  Ought  vve,  then,  to  ad- 
journ without  [lulling  it  in  the  power  of  the  presi- 
dent to  defend  ihe  countiy? 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that,  even  at  this  late  hour  of 
the  iiighf.  considering  the  position  which  he  orcu 
pied  in  i elation  to  the  subject,  the  senate  would 
excuse  him  lor  asking  their  attention  for  a few  mo- 
ments, whilst  he  replied  to  the  remarks  of  the  sena- 
tor from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Southaid], 

For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  B , I ain-not  excited 
in  the  slightest  degree,  but  am  calm  as  a summer’s 
morning:  nor  do  I believe  that  the  senate  r.  qu  i red 
a caution  against  acling  under  violent  impulse.  J 
confess  that,  throughout  the  whole  proceeding.  1 
have  been  only  anxious  that  we  should  act  with 
such  coolness,  such  dignity,  and  such  discretion,  as 
would  secure  the  approbation  of  the  country.  This 
important  object  has,  1 think  been  accou  plished. 
The  justice  ol  our  cause  is  palpable;  and  I have 
only  labored  to  prevent  it  from  being  obscured,  by 
the  adoption  of  any  measure,  in  the  assertion  of  our 
liglils,  on  which  our  constituents  could  be  fairly 
divided  in  opinion.  It  was  for  this  reason,  that  1 
have  come  into  conflict  vvilh  the  state  of  Maine  in 
relation  to  the  fourth  resolution  reported  by  the 
committee.  Although  I preferred  that  resolution 
as  it  originally  stood,  because  it  was  more  precise, 
vet  the  change  in  the  Iasi  clause  does  not  materially 
affect  the  meaning;  and  il  has  procured  an  unani- 
mous v ote  in  its  favor — a consummation  much  to  bp 
desired.  Should  Maine  act  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  Ibis  iesolut*;i,  then  il  war  must  come,  it 
will  find  Ihe  country  unanimous.  On  the  part  ol 
Great  Britain,  it  will  be  a war  of  pure  aggression, 
waged,  during  the  pendency  of  peaceful  negolia- 
ions,  for  the  purpose  of  assuming  exclusive  mili- 
tary jurisdiction,  against  Ihe  clear  understanding 
between  the  two  goverunierils.  over  a territory  to 
which  she  lias  not  even  a color  of  title.  In  such 
an  event,  the  only  alternative  is  w ar  or  national  dis- 
honor ; and  between  those  (vvo  what  American  can 
hesitate  ! Force  must  be  repelled  by  force;  or  na 
tional  degradation  is  the  inevitable  const  queues.  1 
confess,  how  ever,  it  is  still  difficult  to  believe  Ilia: 
Great  Britain  will  madly  iitsh  in'o  such  a contest 
for  an  object  so  inconsiderable.  This  is  a question 
for  her  owu  decision.  All  vve  have  to  do  is  to  stand 


on  tee  defensive,  and  exercise  forbearance  un.il 
Hie  shock  of  arms  shall  render  loibeaiance  no  longer 
a virtue. 

1 would  ask  Ihe  senator  from  New  Jersey  what  is 
there  in  lliis  bill  w hich  is  not  precisely  in  conformity 
willi  the  resolutions  unanimously'  adopted  Iasi  night  ? 
Which  was  the  most  impottani  ol  all  these  icsolu- 
tions  ? Was  it  not  lhat  one  which  (Iceland  lliat,  if 
the  British  government  should,  in  puisuanee  of  its 
avowed  dele  rminalion,  attempt,  l.y  militaiy  lorce,  to 
lake  po. session  ol  Ihe  disputed  terrinuy,  lhat  vve 
would  sustain  the  piesiih  ut  in  defending  the  rights 
ut  the  countiy,  aim  repcllii  g this  invasion  ? This  is 
the  single  pi inciple  clearly  and  sliongly  < xpiessed 
in  the  fourth  lesolution.  What,  then,  do  we  pro-' 
pose  to  do  by  this  hill?  Merely  to  cany  out  this 
principle  in  pi  net  ice,  and  that,  too.  in*  the  mildest 
l 1 i in  consistently  with  the  safety  ol  the  country. 
Would  vve  not  make  ouiselves  a rediculous  . specta- 
cle before  all  mankind,  il  we  should  adjoi  rn,  after 
adopting  this  sob  mn  resolution,  and  h ave  the  [re- 
sident, without  a dollar,  lo  defend  the  coun;r\,in 
case  it  should  he  attacked?  We  first  pledge  cur- 
st Ives  in  the  most  solemn  mannei  to  susta  n him  ; 
and,  when  called  upon  to  redeem  our  | ledge,  we 
piove  recreant  lo  this  duly  which,  but  yesteidny, 
we  imposed  upon  ourselves.  Is  Iheie  a single  sena- 
tor here  prepared  to  ad  such  a part  ? 

Tl  is  bill  is  in  lacl  but  little  more  than  a contin- 
gent appiopr iat ion  of  $10,000,000,  placed  at  the 
disposal  ot  the  piesident,  to  enable  him  to  call  forth 
the  militia,  in  ex.  cu! ion  of  the  censlilution  and  the 
existing  law,  lor  the  pn-pose  of  repelling  the  threat- 
ened invasion  ol'  Ihe  disputed  territory.  It  is  true 
that  Hie  term  of  service  is  extended  Bom  three  to 
six  months,  and  the  president  is  authorised  'o  accept 
of  the  Services  ot  volunteers.  These  are  the  only 
changes  in  Ihe  o.d  law  elected  by  the  bill.  It  does 
rot  propose  lo  add  a soldier  lo  Ihe  tegular  army. 
Until  the  next  meeting  of  congress,  il  reiits  i xclu- 
sively  upon  the  present  army,  militia  and  volunteers 
of  the  country,  to  repel  the  invasion  of  the  disputed 
ten  itory.  Now,  1 ask,  what  h-ss  can  we  do,  unless 
regardless  of  our  duty,  vve  should  determine  to  ad 
journ  whilst  war  is  impending  over  us,  wilhont  pro- 
viding any  means  of  defence?  And  yet  the  senator 
Born  New  Jersey  fancies  that  he  sees  in  the  hill  a 
menace  lo  England  ; and  he  dreads  a rushing  of 
armed  citizen  volunteers  across  our  liontn  r for  the 
purpose  ol  invading  the  territory  of  a friendly  power. 
But.  vvliat  says  111.;  bill?  Unless  the  contingency 
should  happen  lor  which  it  provides,  these  volun- 
teers will  remain  at  home.  rJ  hey  can  never  be  em- 
bodied without  the  orders  of  the  president.  They 
cannot  move  towaids  Ihe  frontier  until  Ihe  event 
shall  occur  on  which  wm  have  solemly  declared  that 
we  shall  cordially  co-operate  with  the  president  iu 
defending  Ihe  interest  and  honor  of  the  country. 
What,  then,  is  the  inev  itable  < o.nsequence  of  Ihe 
senator’s  argument?  That  we  shall  adopt  no  pre- 
cautionary ineasuies  lo  repel  a threatened  invasion, 
lest  perchance  they  may  be  construed  into  a menace 
by  file  invading  power.  The  gentleman  has  not 
seen  the  point  to  which  his  own  aigumenf  would 
lead  him.  Il  he  had,  it  never  would  have  been  ad- 
vanced. Besides,  this  argument  implies  a want  of 
confidence  in  our  citizen  volunteers,  which  I do  not 
feel. 

It  we  adjourn  without  passing  this  bill,  vve  shall 
richly  deserve  the  reputation  of  being  a ; overument 
valiant  in  resolutions'  upon  paper— a government 
might  in  words,  but  contemptible  in  action.  We 
should  become  the  scorn  of  our  constituents. 

But  'this  bill  is  called  a threat.  A threat  ! To 
prepa-e  for  war,  when  an  intention  lo  invade  our 
lei i itory  has  been  avowed,  is  a threat  which  may 
offend  our  poweilul  neighbor!  Such  was  not  the 
opinion  of  general  Washington.  He  believed  that 
to  prepare  lor  war  was  the  best  mode  of  preserving 
peace.  Weakness  alw  ays  invites  aggression.  For- 
tunately, of  unfortunately,  tor  us,  from  the  very  na- 
ture ol  our  institutions,  we  shall  never  be  well  pie- 
pared  for  war;  bill  for  this  very  reason,  when  vve 
have  cause  to  apprehend  immediate  danger,  our  ex- 
ertions ought  to  be  so  much  the  more  v igorous  We 
now  find  lhat  sir  John  Harvey  is  collecting  and  con- 
centrating his  loices,  w Inch  il  is  said  w ill  amount  to 
lour  or  five  thousand  r<  gular  hoops,  with  the  avow- 
ed purpose  of  making  a descent  on  Ihe  disputed 
territoiy,  and  placing  it  und-  r the  executive  juris- 
diction of  England  When  this  danger  is  impend- 
ing, shall  we  place  ourselves  in  the  contemptible 
position  of  resolving  that  Ihe  stale  of  Maine  shall 
in'  di  fendi  il,  and  then  re  resol v ing  lhat  it  shall  not  he 
defended,  lest  it  might  give  olience  to  the  British 
goveimm nl  ? We  can  never  avert  war  by  base 
-.nbmNsion ; and  if  we  could,  the  people  id  this 
country  will  never  purchase  peace  at  the  price  of 
self  degradation.  No,  sir,  never.  If  the  Biilish 
government  should  ever  complain  ol  Ibis  bill  as  a 
threat,  our  minister  can  point  with  confidence  to  the 
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letter  4,1  i pi oclauMtiou  oi  .'if  Joiiii  Hirv'ey.in  which 
lie  li.is  threatened  lo  talce  miliraiy  possession  of 
the  disputed  territory,  under  tile  express  command 
of  his  sovereign.  if;  can  slio.vthat  the  menace 
first  came  from  her  majesty’s  government ; and  that 
onr  proceedings  have  been  purely  defensive.  This 
bdi  contains  no  provision  which  goes  further  than 
adopting  the  necessary  means  of  self-defence,  m case 
a loreign  foe  shout  1 invade  our  native  land.  If  my 
neighbor  should  be  in  the  very  act  of  attempting  to 
deprive  me  of  my  property  by  force,  and  I should 
stand  upon  the  defensive,  he  might,  with  t lie  sune 
propriety,  turn  about  and  accuse  me  of  threatening 
him. 

VVuiUt  I am  in  favor  of  defending  the  just  rights 
of  Maine  io  the  last  extremity,  I am  also  disposed 
to  miorm  tier  disticlly  that  it,  in  violation  of  the 
consluntioir,  which  confers  upon  the  executive  ol 
tile  union  Hie  treaty  making  power,  an  I in  violation 
of  the  clear  subsisting  understanding  between  the 
parties,  sue  will  become  toe  aggressor,  and  attempt 
permanently  lo  occupy  the  disputed  territory  by 
lorce,  we  are  under  no  constitutional  obligaiion  to 
come  to  her  aid,  however  difficult  it  might  be,  even 
in  such  a case,  to  resist  her  appeal.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  the  amendment  made  to  the  fourth  resolu- 
tion, it  is  her  duty'  to  leave  the  ultimate  vindication 
of  tier  liglils  to  l.ie  general  government,  to  which  it 
rightfully  and  constitutionally  belongs.  Hands  otf 
from  tills  temtoiy  on  both  sides,  whilst  uegolialions 
are  pending.  During  this  period,  the  question  be- 
longs exclusively  to  the  general  government.  It. 
won  d be  forever  a source  of  regret,  both  lo  Maine 
hers. dr  and  to  tiie  whole  country,  if  she  should  not 
withdraw  iier  Ibices  from  this  territory,  in  case  sir 
Joiiu  Harvey  should  set  Ins  example,  desisting  from 
attempting  i is  military  occupation. 

I deprecate  war,  but  in  a just  cause  I do  not  dread 
it.  h il  should  come  now,  it  will  be  inevitable,  and 
we  may  appeal  to  the  world  for  the  justice  ol  our 
cause.  Our  course  has  hitherto  been  correct  in  as- 
serting our  rig  its.  1 trust  and  believe  that  Maine 
will  nut  embarrass  us  in  pursuing  it  to  the  end. 
That  she  has  cause  to  complain  1 will  cheerfully  ad 
in  it,  but  let  her  continue  to  rely  upon  the  general 
government,  and  when  the  crisis  shall  arrive,  if  arrive 
it  must,  she  will  find  tne  country  as  one  man  rush- 
ing to  tier  rescue.  On  the  contraiy,  should  l he  pa- 
triotic, but  excited  feeiing  which  now  seems  to  per- 
vade her  ciltz  ns,  drive  them  into  acts  of  aggression, 
and  invoive  us  m war,  the  best  cause  will  be  weak- 
ened by  such  conduct,  and  distraction  and  uivis.on 
among  the  citizens  of  the  otiier  states  may  be  the 
consequence.  L?t  her  be  prudent  as  well  as  firm. 
This  controveisy  must  soon  be  ended  either  by  ne- 
gotiation or  by  arms.  Let  her  patiently  and  patri- 
otically await  me  result,  unless  the  territory  should 
be  actually  invaded. 

Tne  question  was  here  taken  on  Mr.  Southard’s 
motion  lo  leler  the  bill  to  tile  connni.tee  on  foreign 
relations,  and  lost  without  a division. 

iVIr.  Satdhard  then  addressed  t tie  senate  in  oppo- 
sition to  me  bill,  recapitulating  the  arguments  used 
by  him  when  first  up. 

Mr.  Walker  said  fie  did  not  rise  at  this  late  hour 
to  make  a speech  in  tavor  ol  this  bill,  but  to  appeal 
to  Hie  senator  liom  New  Jersey,  [Mi . Soutnan.j] 
and  Deseecii  him  by  Ins  love  ol  country  and  regard 
for  its  honor,  and  its  ligliis,  nut  to  vote  against  mis 
bill.  It  was  not  the  bill  that  the  senator  supposed 
it  was.  He  certainly  could  not  have  had  <m  oppor- 
tunity of  understanding  it  truly.  He  appealed  to 
th  ■ seuatoi  not  to  prevent  a unanimous  role  of  this 
body  in  tavor  ot  a measure  so  essentially  necessary 
fur  tne  honor  and  safety  of  the  country.  He  fully 
believed  that  ttie  senator  regarded  the  rigtits  and 
liberties  of  ins  country  as  much  as  any  man  on  that 
floor;  and  he  had  not  a doubt  but  if  lie  understood 
tins  bill  properly,  he  would  give  it  his  support. 
Every  vote  given  against  this  bid,  said  Mr.  YV.will 
be  regarded  by  Great  Britain  as  an  invitation,  on  the 
part  of  ihe  senator  who  gave  it,  to  persist  in  her  un- 
reasonable pretensions,  and  never  to  surrender  her 
claims  to  this  disputed  territory.  Noi  to  pass  this 
bit  would  be  dishonorable,  when  we  had  declared 
that  Great  Britain  had  not.  a shadow  ol  claim  to  this 
disputed  territory,  and  that  we  would  consider  her 
taking  possession  of  it  as  an  invasion  of  the  teiri- 
tory  of  ihe  United  States,  that  would  justify  the 
president,  under  the  constitution,  in  calling  out  the 
militia  to  repel  it.  When,  in  addition  to  this,  we 
had  pledged  ourselves  to  the  state  ot  Maine  to  sus- 
tain her,  would  it  not  be  dishonorable  to  vote  down 
the  only  measure  that  would  enable  the  president 
to  carry  into  eifect  the  recommendations  of  the 
senate?  if  we  should  send  a minister  to  England 
after  t his  bill  had  been  negatived  by  the  senate,  the 
Biitisli  ministry  would  laugh  him  to  scorn. 

And  under  what  circumstances,  said  Mr.  W are 
we  to  refuse  to  pas3  this  bill?  From  all  the  official 
information  that  is  before  us,  we  learn  that  the  go- 


vernor of  New  Brunswick  says  ’hat  he  is  positively 
instructed  by  the  Bi  itisli  government  to  take  pos 
session  of  this  disputed  territory,  and  that  he  i- 
delprinined  to  do  it  with  all  the  lorces  of  the  pro 
viiKial  government,  both  regulars  anil  militia 
There  is  a threat,  and  not  merely  a threat,  for  it  ha.- 
heen  followed  up  by  an  actual  call  for  militia,  and 
by  armed  troops  inarching  into  the  disputed  tend 
»tory.  We  shall  disgrace  ourselves,  said  Mr.  W.  by 
returning  lo  onr  homes  and  leaving  a sister  state 
undefended,  w hen  she  has  been  threatened  with  in- 
vasion. Under  these  circumstances  he  appealed  to 
the  love  of  country  of  the  senator  from  New'  Jersey 
— for  tie  believed  that  patriotism  beats  in  his  bosom 
as  strong  as  in  that  of  any  other  senator — to  let  the 
vote  on  this  bill  be  an  unanimous  one  by  adding 
his  voice  in  its  favor;  so  that  when  our  minister 
went  to  England,  he  might  go  armed  with  the 
strongest  powers  of  the  country.  He  knew  that 
there  were  those  within  the  sound  of  his  voice  who. 
armed  with  such  a moral  power  as  this  bill,  passed 
bv  the  unanimous  consent  of  both  houses  of  con- 
gress, would  give  him,  could  not  fail  of  bringing 
this  controversy  to  a successful  and  happy  terini 
nation. 

Mr.  Niles  said  he  rejoiced  to  see  this  bill  so  per- 
fectly acceptable  to  the  members  of  this  body,  with 
but  one  solitary  exception.  We  all  agree,  said  he, 
in  this  matter,  that  we  are  for  preserving  thp  peace 
of  the  country  if  we  can  do  so  without  sacrificing 
our  honor.  The  only  question,  then,  is,  whether 
the  assuming  the  attitude  the  bill  proposes,  by 
clothing  Ihe  president  with  power  to  arm  for  de- 
fence only  on  the  one  hand,  and  proposing  to  open 
a new  negotiation  on  t tie  other,  the  latter  purpose 
w ill  he  frustrated  by  the  former,  as  the  senator  from 
New  Jersey  apprehends.  Now,  lie  had  no  such  ap- 
prehensions. All  1 tic? . senator’s  objections  were,  in 
his  view,  founded  in  error.  No  volunteers  could 
he  organized  until  Ihe  president  culled  for  them  by 
his  proclamation,  and  when  they  were  organized 
they  would  be  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates; 
and  no  matter  what  the  state  of  excitement  on  the 
Canada  borders  was,  they  could  not  inarch  a foot 
without  orders.  But  he  would  pass  over  this  ob- 
jection, as  it  could  not  be  supported  by  any  show 
of  reason.  The  only  plausible  objection  raised  was, 
whether  Great  Britain  might  not  consider  the  autho- 
rising this  volunteer  force  as  some  sort  of  a menace 
— as  coining  to  her  with  the  olive  branch  in  one 
hand  and  the  swoul  in  the  other.  This  was  pos- 
sible; but  what  would  be  the  ultimate  eifect  of  as- 
suming this  attitude  ? It  would  produce  this  effect  : 
it  would  convince  the  Biitisli  government  that  we 
are  in  earnest  in  this  matter,  and  that  though  we 
have  a stiong  desire  lor  peace,  yet  we  are  not  wil 
ling  to  delay  the  settlement  of  these  difficulties  any 
longer,  and  that  it  must  be  settled  at  once,  or  pro- 
duce a rupture  between  Hie  two  countries.  The 
high  attitude  we  assumed  towards  France,  notw  ith- 
standing her  complaints  of  insult,  settled  the  con- 
troversy with  her,  that  hod  lasted  for  a quarter  of  a 
century.  Pass  this  bill,  and  the  present  controversy 
will  be  settled  in  twelve  months.  Instead  of  its 
being  a war  measure,  I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  NT.  pro- 
nounce it  to  be  a peace  measure.  It  will  preserve 
peace  between  the  two  countries.  If  you  do  not 
pass  it.  it  will  protract  the  negotiation, and  perhaps 
end  in  a war  which  will  last  for  years.  He  stood 
upon  that  noble  maxim  of  the  late  president  of  the 
United  Stales,  that  we  desired  nothing  from  foreign 
nations  but  what  was  light,  and  would  submit  to 
nothing  that  was  wrong. 

Mr  Southard  here  moved  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
vision in  the  bill  for  raising  fifty  thousand  volun 
teers  ; which  motion  was  rejected — yea  1,  nays 
33,  as  follows  : 

YEA— Mr.  Southard. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Davis,  Foster,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Mouton,  Nicho- 
las. Niles,  Norvell,  P erce,  Prentiss.  Preston,  Roane, 
Robbins.  R ibinson,  Ruggle=,  Sev:er,  Smith,  of  Con- 
nection'. Smith,  of  Indiana,  S .vifr,  Tallmadge.  Walker. 
Wall,  Webster.  White,  Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams, 
of  Mississippi,  Wright,  and  Young — 33. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a third  reading  ; and  il  was  carried  by  a unani- 
mous vote — yeas  41,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Mess  p.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan 
Calhoun,  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Foster. 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Linn.  Lyon,  Merrick 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  N >rvell,  Pierce,  Prentiss 
Preston,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Sevier. 
Smi  h,  of  Connecticut,  Smith,  of  Indiana,  Southard 
Swif,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  While 
Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Wright, 
and  Young — 4t. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
unanimously. 

And  the  senate  adjourned  at  20  minutes  pastfoui 
o’clock,  A.  M. 


MR.  POPE  6 SPEECH. 

In  Ihe  house  of  representatives,  on  Friday  the  15 th  of 
February,  1839,  in  commitlee  of  the  whole  on  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  anil  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  government  for  the  year  1339: 

Mr.  Chairman,  I hope,  said  Mr.  Pope,  that  no 
apology  is  necessary  on  my  part  tor  addressing  the 
committee  at  this  time  at  large  on  the  several  topics 
of  public  policy  and  political  -principles,  to  w liich 
the  attention  of  the  country  lias  been  called  in  our 
debates  here  and  elsewhere,  and  in  the  public  jour- 
nals. My  colleague,  ( Mr.  Chambers,)  the  able  and 
faithful  cnairman  ol  the  committee  ol  claims,  knows 
that  I have  remained'  at  my  post  late  and  early,  to 
aid  him  toobtaiu  the  action  ol  the  house  in  tavor  of 
the  poor  and  humble  and  sintering  citizens  v\  ho  ha\  e 
fair  demands  on  our  justice  ; and  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  of  which  1 am  a 
memb  r,  will  have  the  candor  lo  admit  that  1 have 
not  taken  a course  to  impede  his  administration 
measures,  whether  I concurred  with  him  or  not. 
Mr.  Pope  said,  he  had  been  ever  willing  to  atibrd 
hitn  a fail  opportunity  to  present  them,  with  his 
views,  to  the  consideration  of  the  home  and  na- 
tion. In  order  that  the  necessary  public  business 
might  be  done  at  this  short  session,  lie  had  abstained 
Irom  wasting  time  in  useless  debate  on  plain  and 
unimportant  subj  cts,  and  would  exhort  gentlemen 
of  the  legal  profession  who  so  olten  hammer  ns  tor 
two  or  tlwee  hours  like  an  ignorant  jury,  on  trite 
questions,  to  believe  that  those  of  us  who  are  not 
loud  ol  speaking  merely  for  the  sake  of  speaking, 
have  some  small  stock  of  sense  and  information  us 
well  as  themselves.  Mr.  P.  said  lie  was  inclined  to 
present  his  views  on  the  political  slate  of  the  nalion, 
and  Hie  principles  and  measures  involved  in  the  ap- 
proaching contest,  not  only  to  this  house  and  the 
public,  but  to  his  immediate  constituents,  to  whom 
lie  was  directly  responsible,  and  before  whom  he 
was  to  appear  at  the  approaching  election  in  An-  ^ 
gust  next.  It  is  my  duly  to  treat  them  with  fair- 
ness and  candor,  to  explain  my  position  here,  and 
to  give  them  iny  opinion  on  public  aiiairs.  The 
crisis  is  deeply  interesting  to  every  American  citi- 
zen, and  requires  every  man  to  speak  out  with  de- 
cision, calmness,  and  truth.  A man  of  observation, 
who  takes  a survey  of  Ihe  present  state  of  things 
in  this  country,  will  be  surprised  to  discover  that 
questions  of  public  policy,  *■ institutional  law,  and 
all  subjects  connected  with  the  course  of  the  na- 
tional government,  are  less  settled  and  more  afloat 
than  forty  or  forty  five  years  ago.  win  ti  our  present 
constitution  was  first  put  into  practical  operation. 
The  power  to  piotect  our  nav igation,  manutactnres, 
and  agricultural  productions,  by  duiies  on  foreign 
articles,  even  mere  discriminating  duties,  or  boun- 
ties on  fishing  vess  Is  in  the  noi theast,  that  great 
nursery  of  seamen  to  man  our  navy,  the  right  arm 
of  our  national  defence,  is  denied.  The  power  to 
establish  a national  bank,  declared  to  be  necessary 
by  tile  w ise,  patriotic,  and  godlike  congress  of  1780, 
that  of  1791,  ol  1816,  and  1832,  approved  bv  Wash- 
ington, Hamilton,  Gallatin,'  Dallas,  Ctavv  loid,  Ma- 
dison, and  a host  of  others,  t tie  most  enlightened 
statesmen  of  our  countiy,  is  also  denied,  and  the  in- 
stitution denounced  as  dangerous  and  wicked,  alter 
a successful  experiment  ol  loity  years.  Yes,  sir, 
the  political  men  of  yesterday  boldly  denounce  the 
great,  wise,  and  good  men  who  have  gone  before 
us,  the  authors  of  our  independence  and  loumfi  rs 
ol  our  republic,  as  incompetent  toconstrue  the  con- 
stitution, the  work  ol  their  own  hands,  or  to  judge 
ol  the  utility  ol  such  an  institution  as  a fiscal  agent 
and  a check  on  the  excessive  issues  ol  a paper  cur 
rency.  The  scattering  fires  and  random  shots  con- 
stantly kept  up  by  the  different  parties  at  each 
other,  render  it  difficult  for  a stranger,  or  even  lor 
ourselves,  to  understand  with  definite  clearness  the 
questions  in  issue  between  them,  or  the  leading 
principles  involved  in  the  mighty  stniggle  now 
pending  before  the  great  jury  of  Hie  American  peo- 
ple. 1 am  constrained,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  express 
my  high  approbation  of  the  manner  in  ‘vliicli  my 
colleague  the  other  day  made  the  best  defence  I 
'have  heard,  of  the  course  of  the  administration.  It 
is  just  to  say  to  him,  if  he  has  not  convinced  me  of 
die  soundness  of  his  views,  and  correctness  ol  the 
facts  he  has  asserted,  that  his  course  in  this  dr  bate 
lias  been  marked  by  that  decorum  and  propriety 
which  ought  to  characterize  this  representative 
body.  He  has  not  applied  to  his  adversaries  otfen- 
-five  epithets  or  unpopular  names,  or  dealt  in  mere 
leminciatiori  of  his  political  opponents;  lie  has  not 
-ubstituted  the  terms  democrats,  wltigs,  or  federal- 
ists, for  argument.  He  has  considered  the  two 
rreat  parties  which  now  divide  the  country,  as  sup- 
Kirters  and  opponents  of  the  administration.  Those 
vho  bplieve  as  he  does,  that  the  principles  and 
Measures  of  this  administration  are  sound,  and  w ill 
conduce  to  the  preservation  of  the  public  liberty. 
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ami  to  advance  liie  general  prosperity , ought  In 
support  it;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  those  v\ ho  enter 
tain  a contrary  opinion,  to  oppose  it.  A gentleman 
by  calling  liimsWI  a democrat  or  whig,  does  im- 
prove the  course  of  the  administration  right  or 
wrong.  .The  tendency  of  the  principles  and  mea- 
sures of  the  administration,  is  to  be  shown  by  rea- 
son, argument,  and  tact,  anil  not  by  mere  names  and 
electioneering  slang  When  1 hearmemb  is  nl  this 
house  talk  of  democrats  and  democracy,  to  prove 
one  party  right  and  the  other  wrong,  I am  remind- 
ed of  a conversation  I had  with  Mr.  Gideon  Gian 
ger,  a citizen  of  Connecticut,  I him  years  ago,  when 
postmaster  gentrel  under  Mr.  Jelferson.  In  one 
ol  the  newspapers,  there  was  an  account  of  a large 
meeting  of  the  people  at  New  Haven  in  that  state, 
indicating  an  intc-nuon  to  resist  the  embargo  law: 
but  before  tliev  proceeded  to  business,  some  ot  the 
reverend  clergy  were  called  on  lo  say  grace  over 
them.  I expressed  my  surprise  to  Mr.  Granger, 
that  Ihe  clergy  should  give  open  countenance  to  an 
insurrection  against  the  laws.  Friend  Pope,  answer- 
ed he,  yon  don’t  know  us  yankees  ; whatever  we 
do,  whether  u>  v\ ork  for  God  or  the  devil,  w e do  it  all 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  some  gentlemen  seein 
to  imagine,  that  w liet  her  the  ad  mi  nisi  rat  ion  works  lor 
the  good  of  the  people,  or  Ihe  ruin  of  the  people,  for 
God  or  the  devil,  all  their  doings  can  he  sanctified  in 
the  name  and  by  the  high  priest  ofdemocracy . A man 
in  my  own  slate,  of  some  iniedigence,  many  yeais 
ago,  made  a deep  impression  on  me  in  reference  to 
this  subj  ct.  He  told  me  that  a son  of  his,  a dis- 
tinguished citizen  of'  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  lus  career  in  life,  had  determined  to 
act  on  the  assumed  ground  that  Ihe  people  were  to 
be  fooled  by  some  body,  and  that  a man  was  a fool 
who  did  nol  fool  them  lor  his  own  advantage.  Anil 
not  many  years  ago,  I addressed  the  people  at  what 
is  called  a candidate’s  meeting,  ami  explained  my 
views  ofa  national  bank,  besides  touching  on  other 
topics.  In  the  evening,  alter  the  people  had  dis- 
persed, a warm  personal  friend  of  mine,  of  good 
talents,  whom  1 considered,  as  every  body  else  did, 
among  the  most  thorough  going  democrats,  rode 
with  me  a lew  miles,  and  in  the  course  of  our  con- 
versation observed  that  the  world  supposed  ine  to 
have  much  more  sense  than  him;  but,  said  he,  they 
are  mistaken,  you  have  not  half  my  sense.  You 
talk  about  a national  bank,  give  large  national  and 
extended  views  of  the  benefits  and  utility  of  such 
an  institution  ; but  very  few  ol  your  hearers  can  ap- 
preciate the  merits  of  wliat  you  consider  statesman- 
like argument.  Now,  says  he,  I go  for  democracy, 
and  government,  or  treasury  people’s  bank.  1 have 
no  faith,  said  he,  in  this  democracy,  but  it  is  the 
road  to  success.  1 tell  you  I have  no  faith  in  it, 
b it  I am  determined  to  go  for  democracy,  and  no 
lello.v -snail  o :t  democrat  me.  He  assured  me  that 
he  would  support  me  when  a candidate,  whether  I 
was  right  or  wrong,  but  lie  must  condemn  my  opin- 
ions belore  the  people  ; for  i tell  you,  said  he,  that 
I don’t  intend  to  be  beaten  at  Ihe  game  of  democ- 
racy. 

Mr.  Chairman,  continued.  Mr  Pope,  I have  no 
particular  objecinn  to  the  word  democrat,  whig,  or 
fed:  rali-t.  G-.dlemen  are  at  liberty  to  assume  any 
name  they  pf-ase  ; but  I protest  against  the  use 
of  any  such  epithets  to’ prove  a measure  right  or 
wrong  He  had  been,  and  ever  should  be  demo- 
cratic in  his  feelings  and  actions  towards  li is  fel- 
low men.  He  had  never  oppressed  the  poor,  or 
dealt  hardly  with  them;  and  in  his  public  course, 
both  in  ihe  Kentucky  legislature  and  in  congress,  he 
had  been  unilbnn  in  defending  Ihe  fair  claims  of  the 
actual  and  bona  tale  setllers  of  our  new  lands.  He 
was  in  lavor  ofa  kind  and  liberal  policy  lowards  ihe 
poorer  classes,  who,  unable  to  purchase  lands  at  high 
prices  in  the  old  ami  rich  slates,  had  initiated  to  the 
new  and  unsettled  regions  of  the  west.  Some  of  his 
public  acls  may  have  been  wrong,  and  some  of  his 
opinions,  and  especially  abotii  a national  bank,  were 
called  by  many,  federal.  He  had  formed  his  opinion 
on  that  snhj-ct  at  an  early  penod  of  Ids  congres- 
sional career,  after  profound  consideration,  and  an 
honest  inquiry  after  truth.  He  had  maintained  that 
opinion  through  good  and  evil  report,  and  had  dis- 
covered no  good  reason  lo  change  it.  Whether  his 
opinion  was  called  federal  or  democratic,  was  a mat- 
ter of  indi.ference  to  him.  and  he  had  little  respect 
for  a man  who  was  afraid  to  obey  the  conviction  of 
his  understanding  lest  he  should  be  called  federalist, 
whig,  democrat,  or  any  thing  else.  Let  every  man 
be  persuaded  in  his  own  inin  i that  he  is  right,  and 
go  ahead.  Mr.  Chairman,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  I 
repeat  that  I like  the  course  of  my  colleague  in  re- 
cognizing but  two  parties,  the  party  for  the  adminis- 
tration and  the  party  against  it.  Those  who  disap- 
prove of  the  principles  and  measures  of  the  admin- 
istration, owe  it  to  themselves,  their  country,  and 
immediate  constituents,  to  put  in  good  and  substan- 
tial pleas  iu  bar  lo  their  continuance  in  power  with 


a verification,  and  to  sustain  their  pleas  by  pioul  and 
argument  at  the  bar  ol  the  nation.  There  aie, 
however,  some  other  parties  or  squads  of  parties  that 
merit  a passing  nodee.  I hear  of  a stales  right- 
parly,  whose  creed  I would  be  as  much  at  a loss  lo 
define  as  (hat  of  the  Mormon  party  of  Ihe  tar  we.-l. 

1 do  not  know,  said  Mr.  P , any  anti-stales  right 
men  any  where.  II  there  are  such,  I- know  them 
not.  I have  heard  ol  an  anti-masonic  patty;  and  we 
have  a,,  abolition  pa i (y , more  dangerous  in  lis  char- 
acter, tendency,  and  objects,  than  any  which  fas 
arisen  since  the  foundation  of  this  government — a 
parly  which  threatens  lo  weaken,  if  not  destroy,  our 
union,  disturb  our  domestic  traoquiliitv.  and  shake 
the  foundation  of  private  pioperiy.  Unt  I lately, 

I had  been  disposed  to  receive  llieir  petitions  with- 
out attaching  much  importance  to  them;  Lot  1 
am  now  satisfi  d that  no  such  petitions,  tending 

0 engender  discord  here,  and  distmb  the  gene- 
ral tranquility,  ought  to  be  received.  1 had  not 
before  this  felt  any  serious  concern  about  this  mai- 
ler, fur  I have  never  known  a yaokee  emigrant  lo 
t lie  south  or  southwest  to  set  a slave  fiee.  A ve  y 
cultivated  and  intelligent  gentleman  liom  New 
Hampshire  settled  in  my  neighborhood  about  twelve 
or  lourteen  yeais  ago,  and  was  at  first  clamorous  ami 
rude  in  his  lemarks  about  slaves  and  slaveholders. 
Alter  he  had  been  willi  us  two  or  three  yiais,  lie 
took  a fancy  to  a fine  widow,  a liiend  of  mine,  who 
had  some  very  valuable  slaves.  Some  of  her  coun- 
sellors were  opposed  to  the  match,  ami  she  knowing 
that  l was  very  much  disposed  lo  encourage  mat i i 
moil)',  and  that  I would  advise  her  to  do  precisely 
what  she  wanted  lo  do,  conversed  with  me  upon  the 
subj.  ct.  Having  never  indulged  or  exci  cd  pti-ju- 
dices  against  yankees,  I told  her  that  the  first  article 
in  their  creed  was  to  piovide  well  for  their  own 
household — that  he  w ou Id  make  a good  husband,  and 
urged  tier  to  mairy  him;  which  she  did,  and  their  j 
union  has  been  fortunate  and  happy,  and  lie  has  never, 

1 believe,  said  one  word  about  abolition  from  that 
day  to  Ibis.  He  is  a good  husband,  and  a much 
heller  master  than  most  of  us  ; for  lie  gets  twice  as 
much  labor  out  ot  his  slaves  as  I ever  could. 

Mr..  Chairman,  said  Mr.  Pope,  about  the  close  of 
Hie  last  war  l felt  proud  that  we  had  at  the  city  ot 
N w Orleans  a military  cliieflan  who,  by  his  bravery 
and  military  skill,  defended  our  soil  against  the  finest 
army  that  ever  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  shed  a lus- 
tre on  our  national  character.  About  the  same  time 
l was  gratified  to  learn  that,  we  had  an  enlightened 
statesman,  an  intellectual  Hercules,  at  the  head  of  ihe 
American  mission  at  Ghent,  sent  to  negotiate  a treaty 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  who,  with  the  weapons 
ot  reason  and  aijpimeut.  vanquished  the  first  states- 
men of  the  British  empire  on  the  contested  question 
about  the  fishing  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Ameri- 
cans on  our  i oriheastern  coasts  and  seas.  The  Bri- 
tish commissioners  contended  that,  according  to  the 
law  of  nations,  the  treaty  of  17S3,  by  which  our  fish- 
ing rights  and  privileges  were  acknowledged  and 
secured,  was  abrogated  by  the  war  of  IS  1 2 . My 
friend  fiom  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  admitted 
the  general  rule  settled  by  the  law  of  nations  in  re 
gard  to  ordinary  treaties,  but  insisted  that  as  these 
fishing  rights  and  privileges  existed,  and  were  en- 
joyed before  t fie  peace  of  1733,  they  were  not  abio- 
gated  by  the  war;  that  it  was  not  a debatable  ques- 
tion; and  lie  ultimately  silenced  the  British  preten- 
sions in  relation  to  the  fisheries. 

Ten  years  ago.  said  Mr  Pope,  1 rea- d a letter  of 
that  gpiith-man  (Mr.  Adams)  on  this  question,  and 
have  reviewed  if  asecond  tune  during  tile  present  ses- 
sion, among  tile  most  able  and  eloquent  productions 
of  his  or  any  oilier  pen.  Mr.  Chairman,  continued 
Mr.  Pope,  before  that  gentleman  presents  any  more 
petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  I beseech  him 
to  review  that  letter,  and  see  it  his  argument  will 
not  bear  with  great  force  on  the  slavery  question,  be- 
cause slavery  existed  not  only  before  our  constitution 
was  formed,  but  belore  the  peace  of  1783,  or  the 
articles  of  confederation.  If  our  fishing  lights  and 
privileges  weie  not  abrogated  by  war,  and  were  not 
debateable,  because  they  existed  and  were  enjoyed 
before  the  revolution,  upon  what  ground  can  our 
northern  brethren  claim  the  right  to  petition  or  in 
any  way  disturb  Ihe  institution  of  slavery.  Sir, 

I must  deny  that  slavery  is  a grievance  of  which 
the  people  of  Ihe  free  states  have  any  right  to 
complain  by  petition,  or  lo  ask  the  interference  of 
congress.  The  piesideut  has  called  on  us  lor  severe 
laws  and  a million  of  dollars  to  prevent  our  people 
from  interfering  in  the  allairs  of  Canada,  when  it  is 
know  n that  Upper  Canada  is  a place  of  refuge  lor 
our  lugitive  slaves,  and  when  they  get  theie  neither 
the  people  nor  the  British  authorities  will  have  them 
surrendered  to  their  owners.  Mr.  Pope  said  t hat  he 
did  not  think  the  British  government,  in  relation  to 
Upper  Canada,  had  much  claim  ou  us  to  use  ex  traoi  di- 
ary means  to  protect  it  from  the  interference  of  our 
citizens.  He  was  willing  to  do  what  our  character 


as  a nation  and  uuramicable  relations  with  that  power 
j demanded,  to  maintain  neutrality;  but  it  seemed  lo 
him  that  the  slave  stales  oi  this  union  liad  as  high 
claims  lo  Ihe  protecting  authority  of  the  president 
and  congress  against  Ihe  abolition  schemes  of  the 
north.  If  the  slave  and  lice  states  were  separate 
communities,  combinations,  if  permitted  in  the  fiee 
stales,  to  disturb  the  slave  institutions  of  the  south, 
would  be  deemed  just  cause  of  war;  and  now  that 
they  are  united  by  political  compact,  one  loading 
object  of  which  was  to  preserve  our  internal  peace 
ami  tranquillity,  ought  not  the  president  in  his  mes- 
I sage,  which  expressed  so  much  solicitude  about 
Canada,  to  have  called  on  congress,  if  not  the  tree 
states,  lo  ex  rt  their  whole  cunstiliiliou.il  power  to 
suppress  all  comb1  ml  ions  agai.isl  our  internal  peace, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  have  placed  a loice  on  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line,  to  enforce  neutialily  in  relation  to 
oui  slai  e piopei  I)1  ? 

Mr.  Pope,  vvilh  some  pleasantry,  remarked  that  if 
he  could  he  assured  that  he  would  be  re-elected  next 
August  lo  this  liuii Be  w idiout  opposition,  lie  believed 
lie  would  make  a lour  through  the  north  and  eastern 
states,  and  deliver  lectures  to  them  on  this  veiy  in- 
teresting subject,  and  exhort  them  to  pause  before 
they  cut  in  sunder  the  ties  of  interest,  amity,  and 
blood,  by  which  this  great  and  rising  nation  were 
united,  and  he  wouln  more  especially  appeal  lo  the 
ladies,  who,  by  artful  addresses  to  tin  ir  finer  feel- 
ings ami  sympathies,  had  been  induced  to  take  a 
warm  and  active  part  in  behalf  ol  the  slaves  of  Ihe 
south.  [At  this  moment  Mr.  Pop  - was  a > rested  in  his 
remarks  in  n Lit  ion  lb  abolition,  as  he  had  been  once 
b.  line,  by  a call  to  outer,  on  the  ground  that  he  was 
departing  from  Hip  matter  under  debate,  and  that  Ihe 
question  of  abolition  was  not  a debateable  subject.] 
Mr.  Pope  disavowt d any  intention  to  discuss  Ihe 
question  of  abolition,  and  had  only  designed  io  pre- 
sent to  the  committee,  in  a concise  iraiiner,  his  view 
ot  this  right  of  petition.  He,  however,  acquiesced 
in  the  decision  of  the  chair,  and,  with  leaie  ol  the 
committee,  proceeded  in  the  discussion  of  topics 
admilt.  (I  to  be  within  Ihe  scope  of  this  debate.* 


* If  permitted  lo  examine  the  right  of  petition  iu  the 
extent  contended  lor,  Mr.  Pope  would  have  insisted  on 
i he  iinpii gnah'e  ground  assumed  by  Mr.  Adams  in 
relation  to  ihe  fisheries,  and  ultimately  assen.cd  to  by 
Great  Britain,  that  Hie  rights  and  privileges  which  ex- 
is.ed  and  were  enjoyed  before  the  foundation  ol  ibis 
confederacy,  and  recognized  by  the  articles  or  com- 
pact of  union,  did  not  admit  of  debate  or  controversy, 
and  were  not  grievances  coming  within  ihe  scop., 
right,  or  intent  of  petition  in  ils  broadest,  sense-  The 
ruin  of  petiiiou  for  redress  of  grievances,  implies  ihe 
existence  of  a grievance  of  which  the  peiitioners  have 
right  to  complain,  and  a power  in  die  body  to  which  it 
is  addressed  to  afford  the  relief  called  for;  and  1 mi  tilt, 
said  Mr.  Pope,  contend  with  force  and  plausibility  that 
the  subject  and  object  of  the  petition  ought  lo  be  con- 
sistent wi:h  the  peace  and  satety  of  the  nation.  Mr. 
Pope  could  never  admit  Hint  any  set  of  men  had  the 
unconditional  unrestricted  right, under  color  uf  the  right 
of  petition,  to  cast  firebrands  into  libs  hall  lending  o 
sap  the  foundation  of  our  social  harmony  and  pulitkal 
union.  It  is  monstrous  to  contend  that  the  time  of  his 
lion  e must  be  wasted,  and  our  deliheraiionsdLtmbed, 
by  such  vain  if  not  wicked  ellbrts.  The  representa- 
tives of  the  people  must  on  this,  ns  on  all  other  subjects 
of  petition,  exercise  their  sound  discretion  under  (he 
high  responsibility  w Inch  they  owe  to  their  country  and 
cons  itucnts.  It  the  free  and  slave  states  were  sepa- 
rate communities,  could  the  tree  states,  consistent  wi.h 
the  principles  ol  international  law,  permit  socielies  and 
combinations  to  he  organized  within  their  limits  to  in- 
terrupt the  peace  and  properly  of  tl.eir  neighbors 7 
Would  it  nor  be  cause  ot  war?  Mr  Pipe  would,  if  he 
could  address  the  single  ladies  of  New  England,  endea- 
vor to  give  their  finer  feelings  and  sympathies  another 
direciion.  He  would  hold  a very  different  language  to 
them  from  that  which  they  so  often  hear  from  puritani- 
cal lecturers,  who  appeal  to  i heir  sympathies  and  then 
pockets  in  behalf  of  the  imaginary  sufferings  f die 
southern  slaves.  Mr.  Pope  would  tell  them  that  lie 
had  lived  in  the  far  west;  that  those  fertile  regions 
abounded  w:iih  acfivp,  en'erprbing,  and  promising 
young  men  ; lhat  young  ladies  were  ra'her  scarce,  and 
he  would  with  sincerity  and  zeal  exhort  die  Indies  ot 
die  east  io  turn  a deaf  ear  to  die  idle  tales  and  appeals 
of  the  artful  agents  of  die  abolitionists,  and  take  up 
their  march  to  the  west.  They  would  soon,  no  doubt, 
get  good  husbands  in  those  new  regions,  and  will  ten- 
der more  essential  service  to  this  great  and  risini:  re- 
public in  raising  up  good  democrats  lo  fight  the  future 
battles  for  liberty  arid  their  country,  than  in  sending 
petitions  here  to  wound  the  feelings  of  their  soiiriirru 
friends  and  brethren.  Mr.  Pope  regretted  that  ihe 
rules  established  at  the  present  se.-sion  precluded  him 
from  presen  ing  his  views  more  in  extenso  on  this  sub- 
ject of  abolition.  Negro  slavery,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  whether  for  good  or  for  evil,  bail  been  so  long 
i,  corporated  into  our  system,  that  it  must  lie  left  io  the 
operation  of  causes  bidden  from  human  ken,  and  to  die 
mysterious  plans  of  a wise  Providence — not  to  be  seen 
even  through  a glass  darkly.  Let  every  cidzen  of  diis 
republic  remember,  with  deep  concern,  that  this  is  a 
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Mr.  Pope  closured  t lie  committee  that  nothing  but 
a stroii.-  solicit mlo  to  present  this  riglit  oi  pennon 
in  its  tine  aspect,  coui  I have  pro  npled  lii.u  to  tins 
departure  from  the  usual  course  of  debate.  He 
would  now  call  tile  attention  ol  the  co  mniltee  to 
those  principles  and  measures  of  this  administration 
in  issue  Dei  ween  the  two  contendin'  parties,  here 
and  in  the  nation.  My  colleague,  and  other  friends 
of  tile  a 1 n i n i a i ra t ion,  not  content  with  defen  ling 
their  measures  and  principles,  have,  lo  make  out 
their  c ise,  gone  back  for  years  to  assail  toe  measures 
and  opinions  of  other  men,  and  especially  t.iuse  sup- 
posed to  h ■ candidates  for  Ihe  next  presidency.  Ad 
tins  s-ems  to  me  to  be  irrelevant.  We  are  not  here, 
or  o ig  it  not  to  i)  •.  eng  tged  in  m iking  or  unmaking 
presni  nits.  We  are  I ere  di-cuss ng  the  piinciples 
and  me  asm  res  of  public  concern.  T.ie  conduct  ol 
tile  adminislra  ion,  and  their  principles; are  arraign- 
ed at  Ihe  bar  of  Ihe  public.  Is  it  a fair  or  legitimate 
defence  to  s:u  that  other  men  have  done  wrong,  a d 
been  in  favor  of  bid  measures?  Could  a judge,  im- 
peached at  ihe  bar  of  this  house,  screen  himself  by 
telling  us  i fiat  oilier  men  had  done  wrong,  and  thai 
if  lie  was  removed  another  as  bad  would  be  appoint- 
ed in  his  place  ? Would  it  dp  lor  a representative 
on  tins  ll  > >r,  wuen  censured  by  his  constituents,  to 
till  them  that  they  must  select-him,  because, 'al- 
though he  bad  aitt.nl  badly,  and  had  abused  the  trust 
reposed  m him,  another  would  do  as  bal  or  worse  ? 
that  thorn  who  were  opposed  to  him,  and  loiitid  fault 
wit.lt  His  conduct,  were  not  democrats,  but  ragbarons, 
aristocrats, &.C.?  Would  this  be  a lair  and  honorable 
defence  ? Would  a people  of  cotnmon  sense,  wills 
or. li n ivy  concern  about  the  administration  of  their 
public  a, fairs,  listen  lo  a defence  of  this  sort  , Cer- 
tainly not.  Tile  course  of  argument  pursued  by 
tnese  gmtlemeii,  would  prove  too  much  ; it  would 
prove  that  this  administration,  am  themselves,  ought 
to  b i p-  rpetuated  in  po  wer,  whether  they  did  right 
or  wrong. 

Now,  continued  Mr  Pope,  the  true  question  is. 
are  the  principles  and  measures  of  Ibis  administra- 
tion right?  have  the  public  affairs  been  fairly  and 
honaslly  administered  ’ and  is  it  not  necessary  that 
the  administration  should  be  changed,  to  correct  and 
reform  those  abuses,  blunders,  and  the  derangement 
of  our  currency  and  other  biauclies  of  tile  public 
service,  which  have  occurred  under  this  admiuis 
tration  ? When  gentlemen  talk  of  aristocrats, 
baukites,  &tc.,  I really  don't  understand  them  in 
reference  to  the  people  of  the  district  I represent. 
In  tlie  five  counties  comprising  that  district,  there 
is  no  bank,  or  branch  of  any  bank  ; nor  do  I 
know  that  there  is  10.000  dollars  of  bank  stock 
held  in  the  district  J do  not  ow  n a single  share 
in  any  bank.  There  are  m very  wealthy  iimn 
there,  and  but  few  so  poor  as  not  to  have  the  reason- 
able comforts  of  life.  They  are  farmers  generally, 
with  a portion  engaged  in  oilier  pursuits.  They 
constilule  ihe  industrious  middle  class  of  society, 
which  in  all  countries  is  the  most  virtuous,  happy 
ami  independent  class — the  salt  of  the  earth.  We 
have  no  public  officers  among  us,  except  postmas- 
ters vv  ith  small  income.  No  public  money  is  ex- 
panded there.  We  pay  our  full  proportion  of  the 
revenue  ; more  than  South  Carolina  ; and  more  in 
proportion  to  our  population  than  any  of  the  south- 
ern slates  easl  of  the  Alleghany.  The  people  do 
nol  compla  n of  all  this,  if  no  more  is  drawn  from 
them  than  is  necessary,  and  fairly  expended.  They 
ask  nothing  from  tips  government  but  good  laws, 
good  money,"  and  that  their  money  may  not  be  sto- 
len or  plundered  by  unfit,  and  unfaithful  officers  and 
agenls. 

Mr.  Chairman,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  I am  not  a 
mere  partisan  here,  nor  do  I indulge  any  unkind 
feelings  toward  the  president,  or  those  in  power, 
or  those  who  support  the  administration.  I do  not 
predicate  my  course  here  on  t tie  ground  that  gen- 
tlemen of  either  par'y  are  enemies  to  our  republi 
can  institutions,  or  their  country.  I should  be  very 
unwilling  to  indulge  any  such  uncharitable  opinion 
of  those  who  may  happen  lo  dilfer  from  me  in  my 
political  views.  We  know  that  the  best  republi 
can  becomes  spoiled  and  corrupted  by  too  long  en 
joyment  of  power.  They  too  often  feel  power  and 
forget  right,  ami  become  aliens  in  some  degree 

mosi  delicate  and  dangerous  topic,  and  cannot  he 
touched  without  hazard  to  our  peace  and  union,  pros- 
perity and  happiness.  Mr.  Pope  would  have  declared 
his  disappr  ihation  ol  the  last  resolution  of  the  gende- 
m i from  New  Hampshire.  (Mr.  Atherton,)  because 
by  miolicaiion  it  seemed  to  concede  the  right  to  present 
ah  ilition  petitions,  instead  ol  refusing  to  receive  them. 
It  is  the  duty  of  this  house,  Mr.  Pope  would  have  in- 
sisted, to  tell  the  abolitionists  in  a decided  tone  that 
their  petitions  would  not  and  could  not  he  received, 
became  they  askel  an  interference  of  this  government 
for  p.irp  ises  an  I objects  incompatible  with  our  pence 
and  safety,  and  the  legitimate  objects  of  the  constitu- 
tion. 


to  that  republican  spirit  and  feeling  which  ani- 
mated them  before  they  came  into  power.  We 
know  too,  that  adversity  i . both  private  and  pub- 
lic.hie,  is  the 'school  ol  virtue,  and  tends  to  po- 
lity those  who  have  been  too  much  exalted  by 
prosperity  or  long  continuance  in  authority.  It  is 
well  kno  -n  that  in  England,  the  wings,  alter  long 
contending  wit n zeal  and  sincere  patriotism  for  the 
power  and  privil  ges  of  parliament  anti  the  people, 
against  the  pin  negatives  and  usurpations  of  Ihe 
crown,  have  olien,  alter  ousting  a lory  ininisiry,  and 
gelling  into  power,  turned  lories  ill  principle  and 
pract  ce  ; and  the  tories  stript  of  power  and  iilen  i 
tied  with  the  popular  p.uly,  have  in  time  in  their 
turn  become  wliigs.  Sum  is  human  nature,  and 
such  the,  course' of  hitman  alfairs  ; and  occasion 
al  changes  of  the  high 'executive  officers  of  the 
government  inay  be  justly  deemed  the  great  con- 
servative pi i nc  i pie  oi  freedom.  I believe,  con 
liuued  Mr.  Pope,  that  a change  of  this  adminis- 
tration is  e-seutial  to  the  healthy  action  of  the  hotly 
politic,  and  necessary  to  restore  the  cous'itutional 
balance  ol  tile  government.  1 am  willing,  said  lie, 
to  see  the  wliigs  come  into  power ; altei  being  so 
long  out,  they  will,  probably,  administer  the  govern- 
ment well  lur  a while.  I have  no  confidence  in 
their  extraordinary  partly  or  infallibility,  nor  do  I 
know  that  I -ball  be  one  of  tlieir  party  if  they  get 
in.  I shall  give  no  pledges  To  me.  it  is  mat 
ter  of  no  individual  concern  who  is  in  or  out.  I 
act,  and  shall  continue  to  act,  under  Ihe  influ- 
ence of  public  considerations  and  public  duty. 
Some  material  eriors  will,  I expect,  be  correct 
ed,  and  abuses  reformed.  Mr.  Chairman,  con 
tinned  Mr.  Pope,  I cannot  approve  the  principles 
a id  measures  of  this  administration,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  developed,  since  I took  my  seat  in  the 
p esent  congress.  Peru.it  me,  sir,  to  say  to  gentle- 
men of  the  whig  party,  that  they  will  confuse  the 
public  mind  by  making  too  many  points  in  their 
cau=e.  some  of  them  irrelevant  and  untenable,  and 
others  ol  a doubtful  character,  and  not  to  be  de- 
pended on  in  a great  contest  of  principle.  When  1 
first  came  to  the  bar,  I was  in  the  habit  of  urging 
to  the  juiy  many  points,  when  two  or  three  would 
have  been  sufficient.  I ever  found  that  course  un- 
fortunate; my  adversary  met  aid  defeated  me  on 
my  weakest  ground,  and  the  attention  of  the  jury 
was  too  o ft e ii  diverled  from  the  true  question  at 
issue  Experience  soon  demonstrated  to  me  that,  il 
my  cause  was  good,  the  honest  and  best  policy  was 
lo  select  my  strong  points,  and  press  tliPin,  unob 
scored  by  immaterial  matters,  on  the  atten'ion  ol 
the  jury.  I must  be  permitted,  said  Mr.  Pope,  to 
sav  to  gentlemen  of  the  opposition,  if  their  cause  is 
good,  honesty  and  lanness  is  the  best  policy.  I 
would  advise  that  good  and  substantial  pleas  in  bar 
to  Ihe  continuance  of  tile  present  men  in  power, 
should  be  put  in  and  verified  by  proof  and  argtt 
merit. 

I will  now  endeavor  to  place  before  this  bouse 
arid  the  people,  the  principles  contended  for  bv  the 
piesident  and  his  friends.  By  the  3d  section  of  the 
2d  article  of  the  constitution,  it  is  provided  that  the 
president  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  con- 
gress information  of  Ihe  slate  of  the  union,  and  re 
commend  lo  their  consideration  such  measures  as 
he  sha'I  judge  necessary  and  expedient.  Tnis  is 
Ihe  only  grant  of  power  to  the  president,  to  influ- 
ence, direct,  or  contr-.l  the  legislative  action  of  con 
grpss  in  advance.  Alter  congress  has  acted  and 
presented  a bill  to  the  presid  ml  for  his  approval, 
he  is  authorized  to  consider  it,  and  may  return  it 
with  his  objections,  which  can  only  be  overruled  by 
a majority  of  two-thirds.  With  regard  lo  measures 
which  congress  may  judge  necessary  and  expedient 
for  t-he  good  of  the  people,  the  president  is  not  au- 
thorized lo  prejudge  or  veto  in  advance,  and  has  no 
authority  to  interfere  until  congress  shall  have 
acted.  To  denounce  a measure  beforehand,  to  pre- 
vent thp  action  of  congress,  is  either  an  assumption 
of  authority  or  an  ex'-rcise  of  influence  incompati- 
ble with  the  spirit  of  this  free  system  of  govern- 
ment. The  president,  in  his  first  message  to  this 
congress,  nol  content  with  discharging  the  duty  im- 
posed on  him  bv  the  constitution,  in  recommend 
ing  measures  for  the  consideration  of  congress,  in- 
timates an  uncompromising  hostility  to  a national 
bank,  and  indirectly  menaces  us  with  a veto.  If 
the  advocates  ol  a strict  const] uction  of  the  consti- 
tution, who  protest  against  implied  and  constructive 
powers,  can  endorse  this  unan'horized  assumption 
of  Ihe  executive,  I must  declare  my  dissent  lioin  if. 

The  president  next  calls  on  congress  for  a bank- 
rupt law,  to  annul  the  state  hanks  which  had 
abused  their  powers;  banks  owing  their  creation  to 
state  power,  and  responsible  only  to  the  states. 
This  appears  to  me  the  highest  prerogative  ever 
claimed  for  this  government  over  the  sovereignty 
of  the  states,  and  aims  a more  fatal  stab  at  their  au- 
thority and  independence,  than  ever  suggested  since 


the  origin  of  this  federal  govern  men  t.  The  alien  and 
Sedition  laws  were  trifles  compand  vvitli  ttiis  most 
extravagant  pretension.-  Win  tlier  ba,  ks  deliv- 
ing their  charters  from  state  authority,  have  abused 
or  forfeited  tlieir  charters,  are  queslions  ol  slate 
cognizance  exclusively,  and  bevotid  the  pale  of 
leder.d  autuorily.  The  pioposilion  advanced  by 
the  president  is  so  obvjously  and  palpably  monstrous, 
that  no  argument  can  be  in  cessary  to  expose  its  lal- 
lacy  ; no  reasoning  lias  ever  been  advanced  in  either 
house  to  sustain  ft.  if  the  state  rights  gentlemen 
can  countenance  lor  a moment  tins  assault  upon 
the  sovereignty  ol  the  stales,  they  will  txense  me 
for  declining  to  be  of  tlieir  party  In  the  second 
message  of  the  president  to  this  congress,  in  De- 
cember, 1837,  he  imputes  Ihe -result  ol  the  ele  ctions 
in  New  York  to  bank  inflm  nee,  and  at  least  indi- 
rectly impeaches  the  motives  el  the  people,  when 
acting  in  their  liighi  si  sovereign  capacity . Are  the 
motives  and  conduct  of  the  people,  in  tlie  exercise 
of  the  right  of  self  government,  to  be  questioned 
before  any  human  tribunal?  ll  the  people  are  not 
sovereign  in  the  selection  ol  agents  to  manage  their 
affairs,  l ow,  or  where,  or  when,  is  the  principle  of 
self-govei nment  seen,  felt,  or  understood;  and 
where,  unless  at  the  polls,  is  the  sovereignty  ol  the 
people  displayed  ? II  they  are  sovereign,  w ho  dare 
to  arraign  their  purity  anti  inlall  bility  ? The  sove- 
reign is  ever  to  be  presumed  right,  jo.-t,  and  w ise  ; 
and  if  wrong,  that  sovereign  alone  must  correct  its 
own  eirors.  From  what  part  ol  the  constitution 
does  the  president  deduce  the  high  prerogative  of 
instituting  an  inquisition  into  the  motives  and  con- 
duct ol  the  people — the  common  sovereign  over  all 
public  agents  and  functionaries  known  to  this  go- 
vernment? The  polls,  the  ballot  boxes,  are  the 
channels  through  which  the  public  will  is  most 
clearly  and  constitutionally  expressed,  arid  the  in- 
quiry can  never  be  made,  what  influenced  ihe 
voters,  but  can  only  go  to  the  (act,  has  the  popular 
will  been  expressed,  and  how  has  the  sovereign 
spoken  ? 

The  president  in  his  last  message  to  congress, 
has  travelled  out  of  Ihe  sphere  of  executive  action, 
and  assailed  the  decision  of  the  inferior  court  and 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  manda- 
mus case,  against  the  postmaster  general.  Now, 
Mr.  .Chairman,  where  does  the  president  deduce 
the  constitutional  authority  to  airaign  the  th  ci- 
sions  of  the  judicial  tnbunals  at  the  bar  of  this 
house?  The  executive,  judicial  and  legislative 
departments  are  declared  to  be  separate  and  dis- 
tinct, and  their  respective  powers  are  defined  by 
tlie  constitution.  It  certainly  does  not  belong. lo 
the  executive  to  revise  amt  condemn  the  decisions 
of  the  judiciary ; but  to  congress,  anil  more  to  this 
house,  has  the  constitution  assigned  the  power  to 
enquire  into  tlie  conduct  o!  the  judges,  and  fo  i in  - 
peach  them,  if  necessary  and  proper  to  do  so.  If 
the  president  had  suggested  the  propriety  of  repeal- 
ing the  power  to  issue  the  wi  it  ol  mandamus  in  the 
cases  referred  to,  I certainly  should  not  find  lault 
with  him;  because,  Mr.  Chairman,  continued  Mr. 
Pope,  I solemnly  protest  against  the  power  of  the 
judiciary,  or  the  executive,  to  order  mo;  ey  out  of 
the  treasury  of  the  people,  without  the  aullioiity  of 
the  representative s of  file. people.  Congress,  and 
more  especially  (his  house,  has  by  the  constitution, 
control  of  the  public  purse.  Mr.  P.  said  he  had 
not  read  or  coi  side-red  the  opinion  of  the  court  in 
the  mandamus  case,  nor  was  he  piepared  to  pro- 
nounce it  right  or  w tong.  but  lie  w as  inclined  to  con- 
cur w ith  the  president,  that  the  power,  if  it  existed, 
to  order  money  out  of  the  treasury,  by  mandamus, 
ought  to  be  repeal' d.  The  first  and  vital  principle 
of  free  government,  held  by  enlightened  wliigs  in 
England  and  A merica,  and  for  which  so  much  blood 
has  been  sited  by  our  ancestors,  consists  in  preserv- 
ing to  the  representative  body  the  exclusive  guar- 
dianship and  control  of  the  public  purse. 

This  is  the  cardinal  point  involved  in  the  mighty 
political  struggle  now  pending  befoie  the  nation. 
Shall  the  tieasm-y  of  tlie  people  be  divorced  from 
tlie  control  of  the  piesident,  amt  restored  to  the  care 
of  their  immediate  representatives,  is  the  great  ques- 
tion to  be  decided  in  the  present  political  coldest. 
This  is  the  great  conservative  principle  which  has 
been  maintained  for  ages  by  the  enlightened  liiends 
of  freedom  in  England  anti  this  countiy,  as  the  best 
and  only  elfecf  ual  security  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple against  tyranny  and  oppression.  It  is  Ihe  old 
question  between  the  friends  ol  liberty  and  the  power 
and  privileges  of  pailiament,  and  the  supporters  o£ 
the  power  and  prerogatives  of  the  crown.  In  that 
contest,  after  a long  and  bloody  struggle,  the  wliigs 
of  England  triumphed  over  the  advocates  of  execu- 
tive power,  as  they  will  here,  if  they  will  only  make 
this  the  prominent  plea  in  bar  lo  the  continuance  of 
this  administration.  I beseech  gentlemen  not  to 
obscure  this  leading  point  by  vague  and  indefinite 
talks  about  large  expenditures,  for  which  a large 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  23,  1839— MR.  POPE’S  SPEECH. 


rtl 


portion  of  tile  opposition  voted,  or  executive  pa  ron- 
age,  winch  Uiey  luve  aided  to  increase.  Mr.  Pope 
said  III  it  hv  toe  removal  of  the  deposites  from  tile 
care  of  those  to  whom  it  had  been  confided  by  con 
gross,  tlie  cusioly  and  control  of  the  public  funds 
had  been  wrested  from  the  representative  body  ; and 
tins  sub-treasury  scheme,  urged  upon  congress  and 
tile  n ition  by  the  president  and  his  friends,  was  in- 
tended to  consummate  the  usurpations  of  ins  illus 
trio  is  predecessor.  Tlie  president  and  his  support- 
ers contend  that  tlie  key  ol  the  strong  box  sliould 
be  placed  in  tlie  hands  of  tlie  president,  and  those 
under  his  immediate  direction,  while  his  opponents 
insist  that  tlie  public  money  should  be  confided  to 
ageut<  under  the  control  and  directly  responsible  to 
congress.  It  is,  I repeat,  said  Mr.  P.,  in  essence 
the  old  question  between  the  power  of  parliament 
and  royal  prerogative.  And  I would  exhort  the  op- 
position to  let  nothing  divert  the  public  attention 
from  mis  leading  and  great  question.  I shall  be  one 
of  the  last,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  speak  in  terms  of  dis- 
respect orreprotch  oi  general  Jackson,  a brave  man 
ami  a pa'rio  , who  so  often  staked  up  bis  lile  for  his 
country,  and  shed  lustre  on  our  national  character. 
Few  men  have  fell  more  grateful  than  myself  for 
Ills  public  services,  or  more  admiration  lor  his  bri) 
bant  achievements.  L was  zealous  and  sincere  in 
iny  efforts  to  bestow  on  him  the  highest  honor  in 
the  gift  of  his  country.  While  I respect  this  illus- 
trious individual,  and  am  ready  to  honor  him  lor  his 
deeds  ol  valor,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  I tan  never  en- 
dirse  his  assaults  on  the  luudameiita  principles  o! 
the  constitution,  and  his  disregard  of  the  powers 
will,  and  action  ot  l he  legislative  body.  With  his 
motives  I have  no  concern,  nor  do  I intend  to  ques- 
tion i heir  purity  ; hut  I owe  it  to  myself,  my  country, 
and  my  i in  uediate  constituents,  to  raise  my  voice, 

0 i all  proper  occasions,  against  that  arbitrary,  ruin- 
ous measure,  tile  removal  of  the  deposites.  J3 y that 
act,  the  wall  of  partition  placed  by  the  constitution 
b -tween  the  1 -gislalive  ami  executive  departments, 
was  broken  down,  and  tire  equilibrium  of  power  es- 
tablished by  liiai  instrument  overthrown.  It  was 
done  in  defiance  of  tlie  expressed  will  of  the  legisla- 
tive body  ; and  it  was  an  unauthorized  interference 
with  ttie  official  powers  and  duties  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  for  which  I could  never  find  any  jus- 
tification or  apology.  The  public  money  was  placed 
in  the  United  Slates  bank  by  the  legislature,  never 
to  b-  removed  by  the  secretary  wit  lion  t reasons,  and 
those  reasons  to  be  assigned  to  congress  instead  of 
(lie  president.  I insist  that  tlie  officer  at  the  head 
of  the  treasury,  according  to  ibe  true  intent  and  spirit 
of  the  constitution  and  laws,  is  Ibe  officer  of  congress 
quoad  tlie  custody  and  managem-nit  of  the  public 
money;  and  thai  the  president  could  not  rightfully 
direct  or  control  the  action  of  that  depailmenl.  The 
power  of  removal  for  gross  misconduct,  does  no! 
carry  with  it  the  right  to  direct  tlie  fiscal  operations 

01  the  treasury  department.  No  president  had  ever 
assum  d such  direction  or  control,  not  even  Wash- 
liig'on  or  J-rf  rson,  whose  popularity,  enabled  them 
to  enlarge  executive  powei  and  influence,  more  than 
any  ptesihetlls,  until  Ibe  reign  of  (general  Jackson 
By  a reference  to  the  first  lavis  creating  the  several 
depart men's  of  this  government,  a marked  difference 
will  be  noticed  b -tween  the  department  of  state,  ol 
war,  and  the  navy,  and  the  law  creating  the  treasury 
depirtinent ; that  of  state,  war  and  navy,  are  called 
executive  departments,  and  | laced  under  the  control 
and  direction  of  the  president  ; whereas  the  treasury 
department  is  not  called  an  executive  department, 
and  the  bead  of  the  treasury  is  to  perform  such  du- 
ties as  shall  be  directed  by  law.  This  distinction 
runs  through  most  of  the  state  constitutions,  anil  the 
money  department  is  considered  every  where  di- 
rectly under  the  con'rol  and  direction  of  the  le- 
gislative body.  The  submission  of  this  people  and 
their  representatives  to  this  lawless  interference 
of  the  executive  with  the  public  money,  in  dr  fiance 
of  legislative  will,  lias  surprised  and  mortified  me- 
more  than  any  iliing  which  has  occurred  in  our  politi- 
cal history.  The  reign  of  general  Jackson  in  many 
of  its  features  in  iy  be  well  compared,  continued  Mr. 
Pipe,  with  that  of  queen  Elizabeth,  called  by  thp 
English  comment, itors  tlie  greatest  of  English  inon- 
arclis.  She  maintained  the  most  absolute  authority 
without  losing  (lie  aii'ections  of  the  people.  By  her 
energy  and  skill,  she  defeated  tile  most  formidable 
fl  -et  that  bad  ever  sailed  on  the  ocean,  called  the 
Sp  mish  Armada,  and  laid  tlie  foundation  of  the  naval 
power  of  England,  and  gave  to  England  a rank  in 
the  scale  of  nations  unknown  before.  Her  couisp 
was  in  many  re-p  els  tyrannical,  but  herdeportmeni 
was  popular.  She  professed  love  for  her  people, 
and  acknowledged  their  liberties,  but  took  care  to 
use  her  own  dictionary  to  define  the  term  liberty. 
Her  Will  was  in  a ere.it  degree  thp  law  of  the  realm 
T ie  friends  of  ibe  I ee  pr  uc  pies  of  the  English  con- 
stitution, were  unable  to  make  a stand  against  her 
power  and  overwhelming  influence.  It  has  been 


well  remarked  bv  the  historian,  that  she  obtained  a 
lease  fer  life  of  arbitrary  power,  and  that  if  the  force 
of  free  principles  and  free  lustrations  were  not  de- 
stroyed, they  were  suspended  during  her  reign.  Her 
successors  attempted  to  tread  in  the  loorsteps  ol  tbeii 
illusti urns  predecessor,  without  Ibe  ability,  energy, 
or  popularity,  to  sustain  the  high  ground  ol  royal  pre- 
rogative occupied  by  queen  E.izabelli  ; and  after  her 
.d-  atli,  the  friends  ol  freedom  rose  in  all  their  .strength, 
resisted  the  arrogant  and  tyrannical  pretensions  oi 
succeeding  monaiclis,  and.  alter  a long  and  bloody 
struggle,  settled  tlie  principles  ol  English  libel ly  by 
tile  revolution  of  1683. 

Gen.  Jackson  was  elevated  to  the  presidential 
chair,  by  the  gratitude  and  alieclions of  tlie’A mei i 
can  people,  for  bis  heroic  achievements.  His  mili- 
tary career,  bis  energy  and  ib  cision  of  character, 
tils  admitted  patriotism,  bis  popular  deportment.  Ins 
professed  devotions  to  the  principles  ol  Ibe  consti- 
tution and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  as  ne  took  the 
liberty  to  understand  them,  gave  him  an  ascen 
dancy  over  the  public  mind,  u liicli  render- d re- 
sistance to  bis  administration  vain  and  fruitb  ss. 
I’lie  affections  and  admiration  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, granted  him  a lease  lor  bis  term  ol  service,  to 
act  in  a great  degree  according  lo  bis  own  will. 
Besides  rernoi  ing  the  deposites,  lie  exercised  the 
veto  power  in  a manner,  and  to  an  extent,  unexam- 
pled in  our  government,  and  beyond  any  tiling 
known  in  the  bislo-y  of  Great  Britain,  in  modern 
times.  Indeed,  it  can  hardly  be  presumed,  that 
such  an  exertion  of  Ihe  velo  power,  by  a British 
king,  would  be  tolerated  or  submitted  to,  and  the 
probable  result  would  be  rebellion  and  civil  war. 
He  ordered  the  public  money  to  be  removed  from  the 
place  assigned  by  law.  without  the  consent  ot  con 
gross,  and  deposited  it  in  the  hands  of  bank  agenis 
created  by  state  authority,  and  in  no  manner  re- 
sponsible to  this  government.  Mr.  Pope  would 
not  advert  to  other  matters  often  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  the  people.  The  present  adminis- 
tration is  pledged  to  maintain  the  principles  and 
and  measures  of  the  last,  and  it  is  for  the  good  sense 
of  the  community  to  decide  whether  they  will  ad- 
here to  the  successor  ot  general  Jackson,  in  sup- 
port of  the  measures  and  principles  to  udiich  I have 
adverted.  I was  born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and 
have  ever  been  proud  to  claim  it  the  land  of  my 
birth,  until  that  state  bowed  in  submission  to  these 
usurpations  of  the  federal  executive.  But  I w as 
still  more  inortifipd  to  hear  that  this  great  common 
wealth  had  required  the  senate  of  the  nation,  com- 
posed of  Ibe  representatives  of  the  states,  to  be  de- 
graded arid  bumbled  in  dust  and  ashes  at  the  feet 
of  the  American  monarch,  because  Ibey  bad  dared 
to  disapprove  his  .usurpations  The  enlightened 
friends  of  liberty  throughout  the  world  must  be  as 
ton  ruled  at  the  fact,  that  the  people  of  Virginia,  the 
birth  place  of  Washington.  Henry,  Jefi'erson.  Ma 
son,  Madison,  and  a host  of  others  of  republican 
stamp,  could  loosen  with  composure  at  these  out- 
rages on  the  priucipb  s of  our  free  .system,  aim  in 
derogation  of  [rowers  and  privileges  confided  to  the 
legislative  body.  I will  not  Mr.  Chairman,  despair 
of  the  republic,  but  indulge  a hope  that  there  must 
be  a political  regeneration  in  the  Old  Dominion, 
and  that  we  shall  soon  see  on  this  door  her 
sons  animated  with  the  spirit  of  Washington,  Hen- 
ry. and  other  friends  to  constitutional  liberty,  rpady 
to  re-tore  to  congress,  and  especially  to  this  body, 
their  control  over  the  public  purse,  and  to  rebuild 
the  partition  wall  reared  by  the  founders' of  our 
system,  between  executive  and  legi-dative  power. 

I trust  we  shall  soon  have  a majority  here,  who 
w ill  order  the  original  mandate  for  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  to  bp  brought  to  this  house,  and 
marked  and  branded  with  public  condemnation,  or 
burnt  like  the  Yazoo  act  of  Georgia,  by  fire  from 
heaven.  When  this  solemn  duty  shall  be  perforin 
ed.  I will  then  believe  this  republic  still  lives  ill 
substance,  as  it  came  from  the  hands  of  our  fore- 
fathers. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  president  denounces  corpora- 
tions and  associated  wealth.  Such  slang  might  be 
tolerated  at  cross-roads,  or  grocery  taverns;  but  I 
feel  surprised  and  mortified  to  find  3iich  in  a state  pa- 
per emanating  from  the  chief  magistrate  of  a great 
nation.  It  is  not  the  language  of  a dignified  states- 
man, but  the  slang  of  an  electioneering  dema- 
gogue. Whether  l agree  with  a president  or  not 
in  his  views,  I can  respect  him  as  the  first  officer  of 
my  government,  if  his  course  is  marked  bv  digni 
ty  and  propriety.  In  this  war  on  corporations  and 
associated  wealth,  he  only  imitates  a British  tyrant, 
Jamps  the  First,  or  one  of  the  Charles’,  who,  in  the 
plmtitude  of  his  royal  prerogative,  asserted  the 
right  to  annul  the  charters  of  incorporation  in  Eng- 
land. I think  he  annulled  one,  that  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  alarmed  others  into  a surrender  of  their 
charters,  and  they  obtained  new  charters  from  his 
majesty  upon  the  payment  of  a bonus.  He  did  not 


make  war  on  corporations  to  seeim  ihe  I, Lniiies 
or  good  ol  the  people,  but  to  increase  tie  j-.  wir 
and  patronage  ol  the  ciow  ii,  and  to  fill  the  collets 
o‘  the  king.  Win- tiler  any  higher  mot  ives  in  flip  nee 
those  who  denounce  corporations  here,’ I h ar  e to 
Olliers  lo  determine.  What  is  meant  by  associated 
wealth  lo  create  prejudice  or  odium.  I do  i ol  in  der- 
stand.  This  slang  either  has  no  rf  finite  meanii  g, 
or  is  the  lowest  soil  of  loco-focoisin — inti  tided  as  I 
imagine,  to  array  the  poor  against  the  rich.  A 
slate,  every  political  association,  or  body  | olitic,  is 
a corporation  ; it  is  associated  wealth  ; men  unite 
and  form  a state  or  body  politic,  to  seem  e pi  opt  ny, 
as  in  II  as  life  and  liberty,  and  tor  the  general  lu.p- 
pineSs  and  prosperity.  An  incorpoiand  city  or 
town,  is  a body  politic;  an  association  of  wealth 
or  property,  for  the  better  sicunU  ol  property,  as 
well  as  life  and  liberty,  and  every  ot  he i blessing  in- 
cident to  the  social  state.  Many  eoi potations 
are  composed  of  individuals  with  small  funds, 
who  put  small  sums  together  to  accomplish  swie 
nsi'lni  object,  to  w liicn  the  surplus  ca|  ilal  of  no  one 
indii  iduai  is  competent.  Bridges,  roads,  insurance 
companies  of  every  kind,  are  funned  in  this  way. 
But  I will  not  detain  ttie  committee  by  details  on 
ibis  subject.  These  corporations,  formed,  by  many 
individuals,  create  a common  interest,  and  are  so 
inanv  fixtures  in  the  state,  giving  strength  and  sta- 
bility to  the  whole  frame  of  human  society. 

From  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  drawn  and  presented  by  the  chairman,  the 
organ  to  this  house  of  tile  executive  administration, 
we  must  infer  that  the  executive  is  against  a ten i 1 r 
to  protect  American  industry  ; against  inti-i  r.al  im- 
provements of  any  kind,  national  oi  local,  including 
harbors.  He  is  against  the  distribution  of  Ihe  pub- 
lic land,  or  its  proceeds  among  the  states  ; he  is  lor 
ho  ding  the  proceeds  as  a pint  of  the  permanent  an- 
nual revenue.  With  regard  to  a [noted. ve  tarilF, 
nothing  need  now  lip  said,  because  that  subject  has 
been  compromised  and  Settled,  until  the  year  1S-12. 
I don’t  understand  that  any  man,  ofanv  party,  is  for 
dis  ui hing  the  question  before  tint  time.  With  re- 
gard to  internal  improvements,  no  discussion  is  ne- 
cessary, because  with  tlie  exception  of  two  or  three 
roads  of  a national  chaiacter  and  of  great  necessity 
and  utility,  which  this  government  has  commenced 
and  seems  to  be  bound  in  good  faith  io  complete,  I 
am  not  aware  that  any  public  man  is  nrgii  g on  con- 
gress or  the  nation  the  policy  of  engaging  in  a sys- 
tem ol  internal  improvements.  General  Jackson 
conceded  the  power  to  make  improvements  of  a na- 
tional character;  and.  I believe,  no  person  contends 
for  moie.  and  hip  few  lor  that  much.  ]t  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  make  a few  loads  with  reference  to  mili- 
tary operations,  or  carrying  the  mail.  I consider,  con- 
tinued Mr.  Popp,  these  questions  of'ariii  and  internal 
improvements,  disposed  of  for  the  present  If  my 
friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Robertson,)  will  read  a 
part  of  mv  speech  on  the  bank  question  in  1811.  I e 
vvili  find  that  although  we  may  not  agree  a'  oi  l a na- 
lional  hank,  we  are  nearer  together  about  the  line  of 
demarkation  between  federal  and  state  powers,  than 
he  supposes.  I there  contend  that  this  government 
ought  to  avoid  as  far  as  pnssih’e  any  agency  in 
the  interior  of  the  states,  and  leave  to  them  all  mat- 
ters of  local,  concern,  confini  ig  this  government  to 
mutters  strictly  national.  The  president,  as  I have 
b ho  e stated,  contends  for  a sub  treasury  to  place 
the  public  money  under  the  control  and  in  the  keep- 
ing ol  tlie  executive  and  officers  holding  at  Ids  plea- 
sure, and  is  opposed  to  a national  hank  to  he  mqde 
our  fiscal  agent,  and  directly  responsible  lo  congress. 

I shall  not,  said  Mr.  Pope,  at  this  period  discuss  this 
subject  at  large;  at  the  called  session.  I presented  a 
proposition  (or  a national  bank,  reserving  oue-tliird 
oftiie  slock  to  be  divided  among  the  states,  and  pre- 
cluding foreign  stockholders  from  anv  con'rol  or 
management  of  the  institution,  with  other  provisions, 
to  b”  found  in  the  proceedings  of  this  house.  Wit  li- 
on t discussion,  that  subject  was  silenced  by  the  pre- 
vious question.  There  never  has  been  a majority 
in  this  congress  (or  a national  bank,  sub  treasury,  or 
tlie  state  batik  agency.  I must  ask  leave,  continued 
Mr.  Pope,  on  this  occasion,  to  say  to  ttie*  conserva- 
tive gentlemen,  that  I connol  eifdorse  theirscheine  of 
state  banks,  because  I have  no  faith  in  them  ; they 
will  multiply  and  expand  until  they  explode 
again.  I may  vote  for  them  in  preference  to  Ihe 
sub-treasury,  but  it  will  require  an  Wloit  with  toy- 
s'If  to  make  a choice.  Gentlemen  talk  much  of  liie 
danger  of  one  bank  monster,  which  has  proved  use- 
ful and  safe  and  stood  the  test  for  forty  years.  Now, 
sir,  a many-headed  monster  of  state  batiks  is  more 
frightful  to  ine  than  one.  We  are  called  on  to  appoint 
at  lea  t twenty  six  banks  agents,  under  the  anthoiity 
of  the  2fi  states,  not  under  the  coutiol  ol  tins  govern- 
ment, or  responsible,  to  keep  the  public  money.  Iri 
ihe  city  of  New  York  half  our  ipvpou"  is  collect- 
ed ; and  suppose  twelve  Or  fifteen  m Iho  s of  the  na- 
tional revenue  deposited  in  the  New  Yoik  banks,  and 
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that  great  slate  was  lo  array  h TS'it  against  the  laws 
and  authority  ot'  litis  government,  anti  renew  l lie 
scenes  ol  nullification,  tell  their  banks  lo  withhold 
th“  revenue,  and  give  them  a pledge  ol  indemnity. 
W mt,  sir,  would  b>  our  condition,  and  how  could 
the  funds  he  reach  d,  when  perh  ips  most  wanted  ? 
I has 'ecu  gentle  nen  lo  weigh  tuis  matter  like 
statesmen,  and  not  sacrifice  their  coun'ry  lo  pre- 
serve their  consistency  in  erior.  Every  candid 
man  in  ist  perceive  at  once,  that  if  trank  agency  is 
necessity  and  proper  tor  this  government,  it  must 
have  tile  power,  and  ought  to  exercise  it.  to  create 
a sound,  safe,  and  responsible  bank  agent,  with 
branches  in  every  state  lo  receive  and  pay  out  the 
public  funds,  according  to  the  directions  of  congress. 
This  government  with  regard  to  cardinal  pow- 
ers clearly  and  distinctly  granted,  ought  to  b“  inde- 
pendent in  its  action  ol  any  other  authority,  and 
tne  piulic  purse  should  be  divorced  foul  the  con- 
trol of  executive,  judiciary,  and  every  uutlio- 
rity,  except  the  representatives  of  the  people  in 
congr-ss.  Tuis  is  the  great  principle  for  which  l 
contend,  and  tile  leading  q lesfion  no.v  before  the 
Am-ricai  people.  I repeat,  that  [ have  a inoital 
aversion  to  tins  many  headed  monster,  the  state 
banks,  and  if  I should  vole  for  any  such  project,  it 
will  I)  ■ for  no  other  purpose  than  to  defeat  another 
measure,  the  sub-treasury,  the  leading  object  of 
which  is  to  place  tile  public  purse  more  direct- 
ly under  executive  direclioii.  There  is  but  one- 
right  course  ab  >ut  any  thing — tiie  course  mark- 
ed out  by  the  wise  and  enlightened  statesmen  and 
patriots  who  have  gone  before  us ; and  that  is 
in  relatio  i to  o n ti  -c  il  agent,  i natio  i a I b in  k ; and 
their  wisdom  has  be ? n lortifi’d  by  the  experience 
of  forty  years.  Every  other  exp  ui  nent  has  failed, 
with  gre  it  loss  and  injury  to  tile  country  ; and  yet 
gentlemen  insist  that  they  must  bj  consistent. 
The  more  I rerTet  on  this  state  bank  system  in 
connection  with  this  government,  tile  more  I dis. 
like  it.  it  has  a tendency  to  bring  the  monied 
interest  an  I institutions  of  (lie  states,  in  contadt, 
and  un  ler  the  influence  of  this  government.  Pre- 
vious to  the  year  13 1 1,  when  the  charter  of  the  first 
bank  expired,  our  mo  letary  system  was  safe  and 
sound,  the  banking  system  had  been,  generallc,  hon- 
estly an  I pru  lentlv  conducted,  and  no  redunlant 
or  spurious  pap-r  currency  had  cursed  this  people. 
Many  enlightened  ami  disinterested  men  of  the  re- 
public in  p irty,  assured  ina  at  til  it  time,  that  no  bank 
in  the  world  had  been  belter  managed  than  the  bank 
created  with  the  sanction  of  president  Washington, 
the  charter  of  which  was  then  about  lo  expire.  It 
was  generally  believed  for  so  ns  fi. be  before  that 
period,  that  the  charter  would  be  renewed,  ami 
every  vote  give'll  in  the  two  houses  of  congress  had 
indicated  that  result;  but  from  causes  not  neces- 
sary now  to  explain,  the  bill  to  renew  the  charter 
failed  ill  the  s aute,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  vice 
president.  This  event  gave  birth  to  a host  of  state 
banits,  the  history  of  which  is  well  known.  Afier 
an  PXu  'riin  uit  of  four  years  of  ttiis  state  bunk  sys- 
tern,  another  national  bank  was  created,  with 'he 
sanction  of  Mr.  Madison  and  his  friends.  The 
state  banks,  without  the  controlling  check  of  a na- 
tional institution,  will  not,  I fear,  succeed  in  secur- 
ing to  the  people  either  an  uniform  or  sound  cur- 
rency. A bank  of  the  United  States,  with  alarge 
and  sound  capital,  will  not  only  be  a usel'ul  fiscal 
agent,  but  will  furnish  a currency  of  unquestiona- 
ble value.  The  constitution  has  assigned  to  con 
gress  the  power  to  coin  money,  and  regulate  the 
value  thereof,  and  if  gold  and  silver  wifi  not  an- 
swer over  this  extensive  country,  and  if  a papei 
representative  is  to  be  furnished  for  the  convenience 
of  the  people,  it  h is  ever  seemed  to  me  that  it 
ought  lo  emanate  from  the  authority  of  the  nation- 
al government.  Some  object  to  depositing  the  mo- 
ney in  a bank  for  the  benefit  of  the  stockholders  ; 
and  in  that  1 agree  with  them,  and  will  only  do  iff 
for  an  eq  i i valent  in  money  or  public  services 
The  b ii  ik  is  an  insurer  of  the  safety  of  the  fund 
placed  in  it  ; if  the  bank  is  robbed,  the  government 
does  not  lose  it,  but  the  bank  ; the  bank  must  oiaee 
the  public  inon  »y  in  diiferent  parts  of  the ’United 
States,  where  it  is  wanted,  williout  risk  or  expense 
to  the  government.  In  the  language  of  th“  consti- 
tution, and  in  the  spirit  of  our  IV -e  institutions,  con- 
tinued Mr.  Pop-.  I am  opposed  to  the  grant  of  any 
privileges  to  an v man,  or  set  of  m =n,  but  in  corisi 
deration  of  public  ‘services.  Are  not  I he  public 
funds  more  safe  in  sound  banks  under  our  coutiol, 
and  responsible  to  this  government,  than  in  the 
hands  of  in' lividnals,  with  whatever  security  they  can 
gi«e;  Government  rarely  makes  any  thingout  of  se- 
curities ; and  indeed,  it  is  probably  better  l hat  the  go- 
v»rn  iie nt  should  lose  hv  the  appointment  of  a bad 
olficei,  thin  that  innocent  individuds  should  b" 
ruined.  0 u this  subj  ct  I will  only  add.  that  f can 
make  no  compromise  of  opinion  or  principle,  un- 
less controlled  by  the  will  of  my  constituents.  Mr. 


Pope  couid  not  avoid  expressi  ig  his  astonishment, 
at  the  assault  made  by  Ins  colleague,  ( Mr.  Munay,) 
on  the  Hank  ot  the  United  States.  A >rian  may  have 
honest  scruples  about  the  constitutionality  ol  a na- 
tional bank,  but  the  uiility  of  such  an  institution, 
lias  been  generally  admitted  by' t Sit*  intelligent  por- 
tion of  all  parlies  int.ie  nation.  1 1 is  most  wonder- 
ful lo  me  that  a western  gentleman  of  sense  and 
candor  should  object  to  it.  Our  trade  is  carried 
on  with  distant  states,  and  a national  currency  is 
more  important  to  us  tlian  any  portion  of  the  union. 
Our  traders  now  bring  the  notes  of  distant  banks, 
and  di .fuse  them  among  the  people,  tne  value  ol 
whi'h  I cannot  tell  my  neighbor,  if  he  asks  m g 
but  s°iid  him  to  the  merchant — if  ne  is  a poor  man, 
or  a laborer,  lie  may  want  a ten  or  twenty  dollar 
note,  converted  into  silver  to  pay  small  debts,  and, 
tiie  merchant  will  tell  him,  probably,  that  it  may 
b • goo  1 but  not  very  current — he  will,  however, 
change  it,  if  t lie  man  wiil  take  the  whole  or  part 
in  goods,  or  discount,  one,  two,  or  three,  or  ten  per 
cent.,  and  the  holder  will  he  driven  to  accept  the 
terms;  and  in  this  way  the  poor  and  laboring  class- 
es are  -shaved  constantly,  for  want  of  a currency, 
stable,  soun  I,  and  which  can  any  where  and  every 
where  be  converted  into  gold  and  silver.  In  this 
state  ol'  things  every  merchant,  besides  a host  of 
others,  are  reaping  a rich  harvest  by  shaving  and 
robbing  the  ignorant  and  laboring  classes  of  the 
country. 

One  of  the  first  and  highest  dirties  of  this  govern- 
ment. is  to  relieve  and  secure  the  people  against  a 
ruinous,  inconvenient,  or  uncertain  medium.  No 
pait  of  this  union  was  more  injured  by  fictitious 
and  swindling  banks,  and  depreciated  bank  notes, 
than  the  west;  and  it  took  many  years  alter  the  last 
bank  of  the  United  States  was  established  to  redeem 
us  from  the  evils  to  which  I have  adverted.  A 
sound  condition  of  tilings  and  a sound  and  uniform 
currency,  was  ultimately  restored  lo  the  west, 
chiefly  by  the  operation  ol' the  branches  of  1111“  U.  S. 
bank  es  abiished  there.  At  first  they  were  not  as 
prudently  managed  as  they  ought  lo  have  been  ; but, 
for  about  ten  years  before  the  removal  of  tiie  de- 
posit"*. we  had  a good  currency,  arid  our  condition 
in  regard  to  currency  and  connneice  was  sound 
and  healthy.  Branch  banks  were  established  at 
Pittsburg.  Chiliicofhe,  Cincinnati,  Lexington,  Lou- 
isville, St.  Louis,  Nashville,  Natchez  and  New  Or- 
leans; and  all  worked  well  ; and  I never  heard  that 
any  of  them  engaged  in  the  party  politics  of  the 
country.  Something  was  said  against  the  Louis- 
ville branch,  and  promptly  repelled  hy  two  or  three 
'directors,  warm  Jackson  men,  of  high  standing.  It 
may  not  be  improper  or  irrelevant  in  connection 
with  this  subject  to  allude  io  the  pecuniary  condi- 
tion of  the  western  and  southwestern  states.  They 
have  no  surplus  capital  to  make  banks  or  internal 
improvements,  and  resort  to  loans  for  such  purposes. 
Not  only  the  states  west  and  south,  but  many 
slates  on  the  Atlantic,  have  made  large  loans  for 
those  objects  The  several  states  are  now  indebted, 
and  a great  part  to  foreigners,  between  100  and  150 
millions  of  dollars,  at  an  annual  interest  of  five  or 
six  per  cent.  Yes.  sir,  after  all  the  clamor  about 
foreigners  and  foreign  influence,  tiie  states  owe  a 
larg-  amount  lo  foreigners,  for  loans  to  make  banks  ; 
and  if  the  funds  should  be  badly  managed,  or  swind- 
ling directors  get  Ihe  control  of  the  banks,  the  mo- 
ney may  be  plundered1,  and  then  flip  people  must 
be  taxed  to  pay  principal  and  interest  of  these  debts, 
>r  this  government  mav  be  called  on  again  to  renew 
the  funding  system.  I tru-t  no  such  consequences 
may  grow  out  of  this  state  of  things;  but  I must  ap- 
peal to  the  gentleman  to  answer  me  with  candor, 
whether  it  would  not  have  bpen  hi  tter  to  have  crea- 
ted a national  bulk,  required  at  lea=t  one  branch, 
with  a reasonable  capital,  to  be  placed  in  every 
state,  and  to  lend  money  at  five  or  six  per  cent,  to 
aid  ihe  business  ami  enterprise  of  the  people  ? On 
this  plan  no  debts  could  Slave  been  incurred  by  the 
states,  and  a better  currency  would  have  been  fur- 
nished. It  would  certainly  be  the  interest  of  tiie 
bank  to  furnish  as  much  capital  to  each  state  as 
their  business  required.  It  must  be  admitted  that 
the  branches  in  the  west  were  well  conducted  lor 
the  last  ten  y,  ars-of  th"ir  existence,  whatever  may 
be  said  of  the  mother  bank  in  her  struggle  with  the 
government.  I have  never  looked  into  the  contro- 
versy. but  can  readily  suppose  that  the  bank  may 
have  been  guilty  of  some  impropriety  and  indiscre- 
tion, such  as  are  incident  to  every  human  associa- 
tion. They  are,  however,  unworthy  of  the  grave 
consideration  of  statesmen  in  deciding  on  a great 
measure  of  national  concern.  I repeat,  continued 
Mr.  Pope,  that  a man  may  object  with  some  plau- 
sibility on  constitutional  ground,  hut  a western  man 
can  li  ive  no  otlipr  reason  for  clamoring  against  the 
hank,  but  ti  cause  general  Jackson  denounced  it. 

My  colleague,  without  using  any  personal  or  of- 
fensive language,  has  made  a lunge  at  Mr.  Clay,  a 


distinguished  senator  Iroin  our  state,  in  n i.ition  lo 
the  American  system,  which  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  uncalled  lor  and  unjust,  owing,  I must  be- 
lieve, to  misapprehension  of  facts,  and  tiie  history 
ot  that  system.  Whatever  my  relations  to  that  gen- 
tleman have  been,  or  are  now,  I ieel  it  my  duty  to 
place  him , with  regard  to  that  policy,  in  a proper 
light  before  this  committee  and  tiie  public.  At  no 
time  in  my  life,  w hatever  may  have  been  his  course 
towards  me  or  the  country,  have  I treated  him  un- 
fairly. At  one. period,  I had  reason  to  complain  of 
the  intolerant  and  prosciiptive  spirit  ol  h i ms.  H and 
his  friends;  free,  however,  from  any  personal  bit- 
terness on  eillier-side.  Alter  he  became  secretary 
of  state,  in  alliance  with  my  friend  from  Massactui- 
setts,  lie  never  olfered  me  the  hand  of  fellowship, 
and  he  was  armed  with  additional  power  to  deprive 
ine  of  anv  share  in  the  political  concerns  of  my 
country.  I thought  I owed  him  a dtbt,  which  with 
trie  aid  of  the  hickory  stick,  1 concluded  to  dis- 
charge; I did  so,  and  balanced  the  account  between 
us.  I now.  continued  Mr.  Pope,  am  ready  tp  act 
towards  that  gentleman  under  the  influence  of  pub- 
lic considerations  alone.  My  colleague  seems  to  im- 
pute the  American  system,  with  all  jts  imaginary 
evils,  to  li i in  ; for  he  has  not  told  us  Ihe  mischief  it 
lias  done,  nor  have  I ever  been  able  to  find  out  from 
the  writings,  speeches,  and  denunciations  of  gen- 
tlemen, wliat  the  evils  ar>  to  which  they  reler. 
They  seem  to  suppose  that  the  snrpln.-  in  the  trea- 
sury was  the  result  ofthe  American  system.  There 
is  certainly  no  foundation  lor  the  assertion,  and  Mr. 
Clay  is  not  responsible  for  wliat  accumulated  in 
1535,  and  36.  and  was  deposited  with  I tie  states  hy 
tiie  act  of  1836.  That  surplus  was  tiie  result  of  tiie 
transfer  ol  tiie  public  money  from  tiie  bank  ol  Uni- 
ted States,  lo  state  banks,  w ith  a recommendation 
lo  the  state  banks  to  expand  their  issues,  which 
gave  birth  to  Hurt  scene  of  wild  and  extravagant 
speculation  in  public  lands  in  1S34,  ’35.  and  ‘36.  that 
brought  into  the  treasury  or  the  hanks  ttiat  enor- 
mous surplus  distributed  among  the  stales  in  1836, ’37; 
and  which  by  withdraw  ing  so  large  an  amount  from 
the  ordinary  channels  of  trade  and  business,  condu- 
ced much  to  t hat  derangement  of  currency  and  con- 
vulsion in  our  commercial  atiairs  in  1837  The  de- 
posite  act  of  1836,  vvilh  a small  variation,  was  in 
substance  a division  of  (lie  land  fund  among  (lie 
states,  according  to  Mr.  Clay’s  views.  Mr.  Clay 
made  every  elf  ut  in  his  power  to  prevent  a surplus 
in  the  treasury,  by  a distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  among  tiie  states;  and  if  his  bill 
had  not  been  defeated  by  president  Jackson,  there 
would  have  been  no  surplus.  Cut  otf  Ihe  land  fund 
from  the  treasury,  and  the  tariff  would  not  have  pro- 
duced more  tlian  necessary  to  meet  tiie  usual  de- 
mands on  the  treasury.  A very  small  amount  was 
expended  ior  internal  improvements  during  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  compared  with  that 
expended  under  the  administration  of  general  Jack- 
son.  Tiie  first  great  national  improvement,  tiie 
Cumberland  road,  had  its  origin  under  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Jefferson;  ttie  work  ,was  commenced 
under  that  of  Mr.  Madison,  and  continued  under 
every  administration  since.  In  1811,  the  state  of 
New  York  applied  to  this  government,,  to  aid  tier 
with  funds  to  make  a canal  from  the  waters  of  the 
Hudson,  to  lake  Erie.  Mr  Madison  sent  a message 
to  congress  recommending  the  subject  to  our  favora- 
ble consideration,  and  commending  in  tiie  strongest 
terms  the  policy  of  connecting  by  internal  improve- 
ments the  A tianlic  with  the  western  country.  To 
cut  down  tiie  mountains  and  facilitate  Hie  intercourse 
between  tile  east  ami  west,  was  a popular  doctrine  at 
that  time,  as  well  as  to  render  this  county  indepen- 
dent ofthe  workshops  of  Europe.  The  southern,  wes- 
tern and  middle  states  were  generally,  at  lea-4  a 
large  major  ty , for  this  policy.  The  people  of  New 
England  were  less  favorable  to  it  than  any  portion 
of  the  union.  I might,  continued  Mr.  Pope,  with 
truth  and  justice,  deny  that  Mr.  Clay  is  entitled  to 
the  credit  of  originating  the  American  system.;  lor 
1 believe  Virginia,  South  Carolina  and  New  Yoik, 
have  equal  if  not  superior  claims.  Tiie  system  be- 
came popular,  and  the  eastern  states  after  .-nine  re- 
sistance, acquiesced;  and  Mr.  Clay,  w ith  bis  usual 
political  tact,  made  himself  Ihe  piominent  actor. 
When  lie  became  secreta  y of  state,  and  set  nn  il  io 
be  on  the  high  road  to  tiie  presidency,  oilier  aspi- 
rants were  al  mined,  and  determined,  il  possible,  to 
blast  bis  prospects  To  render  the  American  sys- 
tem unpopular,  was  an  object  ol  the  first  importance 
with  Hie  enemies  of  Mr.  Clay'.  Tiie  system  was  too 
popular  i he n to  he  directly  resisted  ; and  the  high 
tarilfof  1823  was  a coiitrioanae  of  Hie  Jackson  party 
for  effect  on  t lie  system,  calculated  to  injure  Mr. 
Clay,  whether  Ins  friends  suppoited  or  opposed  it. 

I was  one  of  that  party  al  the  lime,  ami  it  ic  well 
known  that  Mr.  Van  Bureit  and  most  of  tiie  Jack- 
son  men  supported  it.  I was  a zealous  supporter  of 
general  Jackson  at  that  time,  and  we  weie  very  un- 
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willing  lor  the  geueiul  to  commit  himself,  in  a man- 
lier to  emuariass  Ins  h iemls,  or  injure  himself.  We 
were  fortunately  so  m lelievedoy  the  old  lieio,  who 
came  out  lor  a judicious  tan  if,  a ground  ninth  ren- 
dered Inm  unassailable  ll'om  any  quarter.  All. 
Ciiairiiiin.co.it  lined  Air  Pope,  a review  ol  on r past 
puii.ical  h. story  will  show,  that  many  of  the  leading 
mea-nivs  of  this  government  have  tie  n carried  or 
rej.-cted  by  reference  10  a presid  n lal  elec  ion. 

Aly  colleague,  (Air.  Alurray,)  professes  toad- 
mire  Mr.  Clay  in  net),  although  the  author  of  so 
much  mischie! ; but  seems  to  admire  nullification 
more.  At  the  moment  general  Jackson  was  pre- 
paring by  proclamation  and  fo.ee  bills  to  demolish 
nullification  and  its  supporters,  Mr.  Clay  interlered 
and  averted  the  storm.  This  1 have  considered  the 
best  and  must  patriotic  act  of  bis  life,  and  have  ever 
given  hi. n full  credit  for  it  ; and  1 think  my  col 
league,  as  an  act  of  sheer  justice,  while  eulogizing 
general  Jackson  and  nullification,  might  have  be- 
stow. d on  a distinguished  citizen  of  our  state  some 
little  praise  lor  it. 

Much  is  said  about  the  increase  and  t xtravagance 
of  our  public  expenditures,  but  to  what  extent  this 
administration  is  i esponsible,  1 am  unable  to  form  a 
clear  and  satisfactory  opinion.  That  theie  have  been 
many  improvident  expenditures  is  certain,  and  that 
many  of  these  have  been  voted  for  by  a portion  ol 
both  parties,  is  equally  tme.  During  tbe  p esent 
congress  at  least  2 millions  of  dollars  have  been  ap- 
propriated against  my  w ill  and  vote,  and  carried  hy 
a combination  of  a part  ol  the  whigs  with  a por- 
tion of  t lie  friends  of  tbe  administration  ; and  I 
therefore  hesitate  to  rely  on  this  as  a substantial 
ground  of  objection  to  tbe  men  in  power.  Aly  ob- 
jections are  not  so  much  to  the  amount  of  expendi- 
ture, as  the  maun  r of  expenditure.  lias  the  mo- 
liev  collected  from  the  people  b -en  fairly  and  care- 
fully expended  for  their  beinfii  ? Pubic  money 
honestly  and  fairly  dis.mrseu,  lor  necessary  an  I 
beneficial  purposes,  generally  benefits  tne  poor  and 
laboring  classes.  That  there  have  been  many  in- 
stances of  improper  expendi'ure,  I have  no  doubt  ; 
but  so  many  have  participated  in  them,  that  I find 
it  difficult  to  fix  the  blame  exclusively  any  where. 
Aly  impression  is  strong  that  the  Indian  war  might 
have  been  avoided,  and  len  millions  ol  dollars  saved 
to  this  government,  if  the  advice  ol  general  Eaton 
when  governor,  and  others,  had  been  lollowed. 
The  war  was  badly  managed.  The  expenses  were 
increased  by  drawing  volunteers  from  the  distant 
parts  ol  Alisfouri,  and  employing  the  northern  In- 
dians at  much  expense,  and  without  the  least  utili- 
ty. I confess  that  l am  not  surprised  at  a consid- 
erable increase  of  onr  expenses.  They  have  grown, 
and  will  grow,  with  the  growth  and  wealth  of  the 
country,  and  the  extension  of  our  settlements.  1 
repeat,  that  my  objections  are  to  the  manner  of  ex- 
pendilures.  1 fear  that  we  are  plundered  to  a great 
extent,  Irom  want  of  vigilance  in  the  selection  of 
officers  and  agents,  and  especially  disbursing  agents. 
Tlie  good  and  success  of  the  party,  eiver  too  much 
into  tlie  consideration  of  the  appointing  power. 

With  regard  lo  executive  patronage,  about  which 
we  nave  heard  much,  l have  little  to  say,  because  it 
must  continue  to  a great  extenl,  so  long  as  the  consti- 
tution remains  unaltered.  To  the  president,  the  con- 
stitution has  assigned  the  power  of  appointing  all  of- 
ficers except  such  of  a subordinate  character  as  con- 
gress may  think  proper  to  confine  to  tlie  heads  of  the 
departments.  How  far  the  abuse  of  this  power  can 
be  restrained  or  regulated  by  law,  I have  not  time  to 
examine.  The  officers  of  the  treasury  department 
ought,  I think,  to  be  rendered  more  independent  oT 
executive  dictation  in  the  perlorurunee  of  official 
duty,  and  the  power  of  lemovds  may  possibly  be 
subjected  by  law  to  some  salutary  checks.  The  gene- 
ral power  of  appointment,  tlie  blunders  of  our  repub- 
lic deemed  it  most  wise  and  safe  to  place  w here  it  is. 
To  remove  a man  fit  and  faithful,  without  other  cause 
thau  a iliiference  ol  political  opinion,  seems  to  be  ty- 
rannical ; and  good  behavior  and  fitness  ought  to  bi- 
the  guarantee  for  his  continuance  in  office.  Wlieth 
er  tins  po  wer  can  be  controlled  by  I uv  or  public 
opinion,  is  matter  of  grave  consideration.  Wnen  a 
n w president  is  elected  and  enteis  upon  the  duties 
of  his  olfiee.  there  would  seein  to  be  some  strong  po- 
litical considerations  in  favor  ol  the  right  of  the  pre- 
sid mt  to  select  the  prominent  executive  officers,  noi 
only  of  tbe  cibmet,  but  throughout  the  union,  on 
whose  fidelity  and  ability  be  must  rely  for  the  exe- 
cuiion  of  the  laws,  and  the  ex  citlive  administration 
of  public  atfurs.  B it,  after  he  has  made  his  selec- 
tion, and  they  have  proved  fit  and  faithful,  I would 
deem  it  an  impeachable  oifence  to  remove  for  ex 
pression  ol  opinion.  Such  tyranny  lends  to  make 
slaves  and  hypocrites,  and  lo  break  down  that  spiri 
of  independence  and  fieedoin  of  thought  and  action, 
which  belong  to  (he  genius  of  our  system.  Tne 
public  offia-  is  and  the  people  should  bj  told  by  tin- 
chief  magistrate  that  moral  worth  and  Illness  are 


paramount  to  parly  merit.  T .is  course  is  essenlial- 
I.  necessary  to  preserve  that  moral  loice  in  the  na- 
uon,  upon  which  tlie  durability  of  llus  republic  de 
pends.  1 am  sat.slied,  ooniiuiieii  Air.  Pop-,  that 
many  d.  falcaiions  and  offi  nil  abus  -s  have  occurred, 
because  the  selections  have  been  made  more  with 
reference  to  the  good  of  the  parly,  Ilian  the  good  of 
tlie  public.  Parly  efficiency  is  estimated  hignei 
than  integrity  or  qualifications  ; and  In-re  1 must  be 
permitted  to  say,  mat  1 can'll  d admit  the  excuse  Ibi 
bad' Appointments  usually  oner  d,  tb  it  the  president 
and  otner  executive  officers  have  been d < ceived.  lie 
w ho  is  determined  noi  lo  be  imposed  on,  and  will  be 
honest  and  vigilant  in  his  inquiries,  w ill  not  b ; mis- 
taken once  in  a thousand  times.  Sir,  they  are  in 
most  instances  willing  to  be  deceived,  ifttie  good 
of  the  paity  is  to  be  advanced.  1 am  aware  that 
there  are  many  useless  offices  and  agencies,  adding  lo 
tlie  patronage  and  inlluenee  of  the  president,  which 
ougli'  to  be  abolished.  There  are,  I am  convinced, 
continued  Mr.  Pope,  at  least  40  land  offices  which 
might  be  dispensed  with  ; 40  regist.  rs,  and  as  in  my 
receivers,  making  80  or  90  in  Hie  whole,  receiving 
salaries,  besides  the  contingent  expenses  of  these 
lorty  offices;  and  if  I should  be  honored  again  with 
a seaf  lleie,  1 will  avail  myself  of  the  first  oppoitu- 
inly,  when  there  is  ihe  least  prospect  of  success,  lo 
prune,  if  possible,  tins  branch  of  executive  patron- 
age. ' There  are,  no  doubt,  other  offices  and  agen- 
cies which  ought  to  be  pruned  otf. 

Air.  Chairman,  continue <1  Air.  Pope,  (lie  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  lands  is  another  subject  of  dee, 
inteiest  to  the  people  ol  the  United  Status,  lo 
vvbicu  the  attention  of  this  house  and  the  nation 
has  been  called  dining  tlie  present  session,  on 
which  tlie  parties  seem  to  be  divided  here.  The 
leading  question  appears  to  be  whether  the  pro 
ci-eds  shail  be  divided  among  the  states,  or  bioughi 
into  the  national  treasury  as  put  of  our  perma- 
nent annual  revenue.  The  president  arid  most  ol 
his  friends  are  against  the  distribution  among  the 
stales,  and  1 infer  that  mv  colleague  gO"S  with  the 
president.  Ill  am  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  views 
of  the  president,  on  tlie  questions  to  which  I have 
adverted,  and  more  especially  about  the.  public 
lands  «f  such  cardinal  importance,  1 wish  to  be  cor- 
rected. 1 desire  to  know  whether  his  fiiends  en- 
doise  his  views.  I can  assure  gentlemen  that  1 
J neither  vvi-h  to  misunderstand  him  or  them,  but  de- 
sign to  place  the  aduiitlisiialion  fairly  before  the 
people.  He,  and  friends,  with  my  colleague,  are 
; opposed  to  distribution.  On  this  question,  1 would, 
j it  practicable,  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  my  old 
friend,  president  Jack«on.  liioneot  his  messages 
[ to  congress,  he  says,  that  after  the  payment  of  the 
j public  debt,  we  ought  no  longer  to  look  to  the  puh- 
! lie  lands  as  a source  ol  revenue,  but  to  sell  them  to 
actual  settlers  at  a moderate  price.  With  this 
statesmanlike  view,  I entirely  concur;  but  the  plan 
i>  not  practicable — neither  my  state,  nor  any  of  the 
old  states  will  consent  to  it.  The  next  best  plan, 
is  thai  presented  by  Air.  Clay’s  land  bill,  wiih  a 
little  alteration.  I am  for  allowing  a pre-einpiion  lo 
actual  bona  fide  settlers,  at  the  government  price, 
tlie  proceeds  of  the  lands  to  be  divided  among  the 
states,  lo  be  applied  at  least  one  half  to  common 
schools,  and  the  residue  to  internal  improvements 
u*i ider  the  direction  of  the  legislatures  ol  the  states, 
the  distribution  to  be  made  according  to  the  ap- 
portionment under  the  next  census.  The  west  will 
then  have  more  than  one  third  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  nation,  and  instead  of  the  whole  land 
fund  being  drawn  fiom  the  west,  to  be  expended  in 
oilier  sections  of  the  union,  more  than  one  third 
will  be  retain' d in  that  seclior.,  to  be  expended 
there.  My  coll  ague’s  course  is  strange,  passing 
strange,  on  this  subject.  He  complains  that  no 
public  money  is  expended  in  Kentucky,  while 
large  expenditures  are  made  in  oilier  states ; and 
yet  supports  the  president  in  draining  tbe  west  ol 
five  millions  eveiy  y.  ar,  to  be  expended  in  other 
parts  of  the  union,  without  giving  Kentucky  any 
portion  of  it.  The  estimate  id’  the  secretary  ol  tlie 
treasury  of  the  annual  proceeds  of  the  public  binds, 
is  five  millions  ; tbe  propoition  to  be  received  ny 
Ken'ucky,  Tennessee,  and  Indiana,  alter  the  next 
census,  will  be  about  the  same ; probably  near 
250,000  dollars  each,  annually  ; Ohio  nearly  double 
that  sum  Illinois  and  Missouri  about  150  or  16o 
thousand  dollars  each.  I do  not  pretend  to  stiic1 
accuracy,  but  I feel  assured  that  my  calculation  is 
substantially  correct,  so  lat  as  concerns  the  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  distribution  By  this  arrangement 
the  states  will  be  enabled  to  diffuse  common 
schools  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  classes,  and  im- 
prove roads,  ri  /er=,  harbors,  and  other  works  of  in- 
ternal impiovement,  w ilhout  calling  on  the  general 
government  for  aid.  And  win  shall  not  this  fund 
lie  divided  in  this  wav,  by  wnicli  the  expenditure 
in  the  interior  will  be  equaliz-d,  b cause  1 lie  pre- 
sident, anil  my  colleague  and  others,  say,  if  you 


withhold  the  land  im.d,  the  tarui  may  be  rai  cd. 
My  colleague  admits  that  Kentucky  pavslu-t  lud 
sl'J|e  ol  1 he  taritf,  without  any  expenditure  ; and 
yet  lie  is  willing  to  tarilfy  tlie  west  by  a dram  of 
live  millions,  without  retaining  anv  poriion  lor  the 
use  ol  Ins  own  slate.  While  Mr.  Clay  is  lor  a gen- 
eral tariff,  operating  on  the  whole,  be  t>  lor  divi- 
ding tins  I ii nd  so  as  to  give  his  own  state  25!)  Ibou- 
saml  dollars  a vear. 

1 w ill  beg  leave,  continued  A'lr  Popp,  to  present 
Ihe  \iews  ol  a constituent  ol  mine,  a zealous 
friend  of  president  Jackson,  well  known  to  ny 
colleague;*  a man  ol  strong  understanding,  bold 
and  independent  in  the  expression  of  Ins  opin- 
ions; when  wiong  lie  can  never  be  put  right,  and 
when  right  can  never  be  changed.  On  a public 
occasion  lie  contended  that  public  land  belong!  d to 
Ihe  people  as  letianls  in  common  ; and  if  di\  hied,  a 
pooi1  man  would  be  entitled  to  as  much  as  a rich  man  ; 
that  it  the  proceeds  ol  the  lands  were  applnd  to  ihe 
payment  ol  revenue,  or  to  relieve  the  weal. by  from 
Ihe  pay  inent  ol  their  share  of  the  revenue,  il  was  a 
robbery  ol  the  poor,  for  Ihe  benefit  of  the  rich.  He 
contended  that  it  a wealthy  man  paid  a lax  ol  100 
dollars,  ami  a poor  man  only  five,  and  the  hunt  I mid 
was  applied  lo  pay  or  lessen  the  tuxes,  then  the  rich 
man  p gying  100  dollars  would  receive  20  limes  as 
much  land  as  the  poor  man  w ho  paid  fir  e.  He  in- 
sisted that  the  revenue,  according  t"  the  principle 
and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  ought  to  ' c-  paid  in  pro- 
portion to  Ihe  proper  y or  ability  of  each  individual; 
and  that  to  make  the  land  lund  i evenue,  was  unequal 
ami  unjust.  In  this  vu  w llieie  is  much  plau-ih-lity 
and  lorce,  and  is  in  conformity  to  the  j Ian  adopted 
by  the  state  ol  Georgia,  lor  tlie  division  of  their  va- 
cant lands.  The  president  and  his  Iriends  are  for 
taking  i he  fund  belonging  in  common  lo  all,  to  re- 
lieve ihe  coiiisumers  ot  toreign  luxmies  and  finery 
from  any  ad  lilionul  burdens.  The  deb's  charged  on 
our  public  land i are  paid  ; and,  I concur  with  piv.i- 
dent  Jackson,  that  we  ought  no  longer  to  look  to 
that  source  for  revenue.  According  to  my  plan,  the 
benefits  ol  this  lund  will  be  as  nearly  equaliz.-d  as 
practicable,  but  may  be  improved  after  lurtiier  ex- 
amination and  refieciion. 

1 cannot  resume  my  seaf,  Mr.  Chairman,  without 
a slight  notice  ol  remarks  made  on  this  lloor  and 
elsewhere,  by  gentlemen  from  the  Old  Dominion. 
They  seem  to  make  a national  banka  test  question. 
How  long.  I a-k,  lias  this  been  the  doctrine  ol  Vir- 
ginia? Many  ol  tbe  members  from  Virginia  voted 
lor  the  Bank  in  1316,  and  were  re-electeil  ; and  some 
wvre  elected  by  the  legislature  to  Ihe  senate  of  the 
United  States,  alter  voting  for  the  bank,  unless  I 
am  very  much  mistaken.  William  H.  Craw ford  was 
chairman  ol  the  committee  in  the  senate,  in  1811, 
who  reported  a bill  to  recharter  the  first  hark,  and 
made  a very  able  .-peech  in  support  of  the  consti- 
tutionality ami  expediency  of  such  an  institution. 
Yet,  Virginia  supported  Air.  Crawford  for  the  pre- 
sidency. with  great  zeal,  against  general  Jackson  ; 
and  Mr.  Van  Buren.  the  piesidont,  notwithstanding 
Ins  uncompromising  hostility  to  the  batik,  was  the 
right  bower  ol  Mr.  Crawford,  in  opposition  to  the 
general.  The  course  of  Virginia  towards  Kentucky, 
Iter  fii-t  born,  seems  to  be  unnatural  and  migrate- 
ful.  Kentucky  followed  in  the  wake  of  Virginia 
lor  thirty  or  forty  years;  supported  all  her  distin- 
guished men  for  the  presidency,  and  now,  w hen 
she  presents  for  that  office  a man  of  the  first  older, 
horn  and  raised  in  the  Old  Dominion,  they  turn  their 
hack  on  him,  because  he  entertains  the  same  opin- 
ion now  which  Mr.  Madison  and  many  oilier  Vir- 
ginians <1  id  in  1SIG,  and  transfi  r their  influence  anil 
votes  to  a citizrn  of  New  York.  Mr.  Chairman, 
continued  Mr.  Pope,  I could  hardly  consider  a 
man’s  opinion  about  a national  bank,  whether  for 
or  again't  it.  an  invincible  objection,  provided  lie 
would  follow  the  advice  of  Air.  J -tfeison,  that  tbe 
president,  in  a doubtful  case,  ought  not  to  defeat, 
by  veto,  the  will  of  congress  and  the  nation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  continued  Air.  Pope,  I was  desi- 
rous to  call  the  attention  ol  the  committee  to  o'lter 
topics  ot  much  in  erest,  but  1 feel  too  much  exhaust- 
ed to  proceed.  I hope,  ou  some  other  occasion,  to 
add  to  tlie  views  now  [(resented  to  Ihe  committee. 

I have  stated  with  frankness,  without  any  partizan 
feeling  other  than  results  from  difference  of  opinion, 
my  objections  to  the  principles  and  leading  mea- 
sures of  this  administration.  I verily  believe,  us  I 
have  before  said,  that  a change  of  administration  is 
necessaiy  to  the  healthy  action  of  the  body  politic ; 
and  that  we  have  no  reason  to  expect  that  ihe  errors 
and  abuses  which  have  occurred,  will  be  reformed, 
or  that  our  currency  will  be  restored  lo  a sound 
and  stable  condition,  without  a change.  It  is  ne- 
cesarv.  Air.  Chairman,  to  restore  the  principles 
of  the  constitution  to  their  former  strength  and 
activity. 


* Col.  Jeroboam  Beauchamp. 
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By  a report  of  n commutee  of  the  New  York  _com- 
moii  council,  it  appears  that  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  thousand,  four-hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and 
ninety-: lirce  cents  were  paid  during  the  years  1834  ’35, 
’36,  and  ’37.  for  fees  on  proceedings  for  opeirn  r -treats 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  Counsel,  $46  032  53;  corn- 
misdo  let's  $40,18  i 72;  surveyors,  $13,265  13  ; apprai- 
sers $1,269  50;  room  hire,  $4,302  23;  collectors, 
$11,321  23. 

Norik  Carolina  looms.  We  saw  a day  or  two  since 
a bale  of  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  from  the  Phce  ix 
factory,  Fayetteville,  which  was  sent  to  one.  of  our  merch- 
ants as  a sample.  It  is  a favorable,  one  and  furnish- 
es goodlv  evidence  of  a profitable  investment  to  'he  en- 
terpri-ing  manufacturers.  This  article  is  admirably 
adapted  to  negro  clothing,  and  we  hope  it  will  be  pur- 
chased. fir  that  purpose  by  our  rice  p'anfers.  and  farm- 
ers generally.  How  much  better  would  it  he  o pur- 
chase a good  article  from  our  own  looms,  than  to  buy 
the  same  from  the  factories  ofo  her  sinus. 

[Wilmington  (N.  C.)  Adver. 

Texas  Navy.  Late  a' counts  received  at  New  Or- 
leans, slate  tltat  the  navy  of  Texas  -w  as  about  to  he 
largely  increased. — Gen.  M.  Hunt,  secre'ary  of  the  na- 
vy, was  busily  engaged  in  organizing  the  deparrmen 
for  efficient  service. — -H.  H.  Williams, .esq.,  of  this  city, 
vvh  ) is  the  navy  agent  of  the  government,  has  orders 
for  building  a number  of  fine  vessels.  An  invitation  i.- 
ex'ended,  bv  die  Galveston  Gaze'te,  to  some  forty  or 
fifty  of  our  passed  midshipmen  and  lieutenants,  Intake 
service  in  tiie  Texian  navy  with  an  assurance  that  the 
chances  of  promotion  are  greater  in  that  service  than  in 
that  of  any  other. 

Napoleon's  ashes.  The  .following  article  is  extracted 
by  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin  from  a Havana  paper  : 

“ Having  been  at  the  sumptuous  hall  given  to  the  dis- 
ti  lgoished  of  this  city  by  his  highness  the  prince  de 
Join  ville,  on  board  the  Iphige  ;ia,  on  the  23. h January, 
we  sliould  be  blameable  in  neglecting  to  nonce  the  bril- 
liant spectacle  which  we  conrempla  ed  with  much  as- 
tonishment a id  pleasure.  A superb  slvp,  most  beauti- 
fully i'httninn'ed.  combining,  as  if  by  enchantment  the 
greatest  simplicity  and  magnificence,  the  obsequious 
gallantry  of  the  prince,  and  he  courtesy  of  his  num-r- 
ous  suite,  &c.  We  shall  not.  be  accused  of-exa  gcra- 
tion,  by  affirming  that  sucit  a spectacle  lias  never  be- 
fore been  offered  to  the  fair  Habaneras. _ 

“Sincerely  do  we  wish  that  the  illustrious  son  of  the 
king  of  the  French,  of  whose  urbanity  and  delicacy  we 
have  such  proof,  may  accomplish  the  exalted  national 
mission  wi  ll  which  he  says  he  is  entrusted,  to  'convey 
to  France  the  mortal  remains  of  the  illustrious  and  tin- 
form n te  captive  of  St.  Helena.  Heaven  grant  him  a 
prosperous  voyage  !’’ 

Naval.  We  hear  form  the  Norfolk  papers  of  Fri- 
day, that  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Warren  hound  to  the 
West  Indies,  was  in  Hampton  Roads,  ready  to  sail  with 
the  first  fair  wind.  The  following  is  a list  of  her  otfi 
cers ; 

Commander , William  A.  Spencer,  esq. 

Lieutenants , James  7'.  Gary,  John  II.  Little,  two 
vacancies. 

Surgeon.  Daniel  Egbert. 

Purser,  Thomas  Marston  Taylor. 

Master,  Daniel  B.  Rtdgely. 

Assistant  surgeon,  Augustus  F.  Sawyer. 

Past  midshipmen , James  H.  Cook,  Daniel  F.  Dulany, 
James  .1.  Forbes. 

Midshipmen,  Charles  E.  Fleming,  Edward  C.  An- 
derson, Joshua  D.  Todd,  Stephen  D.  Valette,  George 
M.  Preble,  William  C.  Boudinut. 

Captain's  clerk,  Joseph  Gideon. 

Boatswain.  Robert  Whitaker. 

■Guaner,  William  Penington. 

Sail  maker,  M idison  Wheeden. 

Purser's  clerk,  Donald  Davidson. 

To  join  t lie  squadron  Robert  B.  Banister,  assistant 
surgeon. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Lexington  sailed  from  Ma- 
zatlan  on  the  4th  of  December  last,  with  specie  on 
board,  bound  to  Valparaiso — ail  well. 

The  frigate  Macedonian,  commodore  Slmbriek, 
passed  through  Turks  Island  Roads  on  the  22J  ult. — 
all  well. 

On  Wednesday  the  1 3: h,  the  broad  pennant  of  com- 
modore Claxton  was  hoisted  on  board  the  Constitution, 
at  Norfolk.  It  is  rumored  that  she  will  proceed  to 
New  York,  to  lake  on  hoard  a minister  to  England, 
and  after  landing  him,  proceed  to  the  Pacific. 

The  Constitution.  Monday,  the  fourth  instant,  being 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  national  constitution,  a 
number  of  the  citizens  of  Washington,  with  many  of 
the  members  of  congress  who  still  remained  in  the 
city,  united  in  celebrating  the  event  by  a subscription 
dinner  at  Brown’s  hotel.  Among  the  members  of  con- 
gress, were  Messrs.  Webster,  of  the  senate,  Johnson 
and  Jenefer,  of  Maryland,  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  and 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana.  General  Waller  Jonts  pre- 
sided, supported  by  die  honorable  Henrv  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana;  the  honorable  John  Pope.  ofKentucky,  and 
the  honorable  Daniel  Jenifer,  of  Mainland,  as  vice 
presidents.  Several  spirited  addresses  were  delivered, 
and  a number  of  excellent  toasts  drunk,  after  the 
cloth  was  removed. 

Land  sale  at  Milwaulcie.  The  sum  of  $50,060  was 
taken  on  the  first  day  and  not  an  acre  was  sold  except 
to  actual  settlers.  [ Detroit  Daily  Advertiser. 


Trade  of  the  Susquehanna.  The  Columbia  Courant 
of  the  t3  h says:  ' Tue  river  is  now  entirely  clear  of 
we,  and  navigation  has  once  more  commenced.  Nu- 
merous arks  have  passed  us  from  the  towns  above,  and 
many  are  now  being  loaded  at  this  place,  with  whiskey, 
lumber,  &c.  for  Baltimore.’’ 

The  Paris  (Mo.)  Sentinel  says,  that  while  three 
daughters  of  Vannoy,  residing  in  Sheloy  county,  Mo., 
a tew  days  since,  were  attempting  to  cross  the  Nor  h 
Fork  oi  Salt  river,  the  ice  gave  way,  and  one  of  them 
teli  through.  The  second  endeavored  to  assist  her,  and, 
in  doing  so,  was  drawn  alter  her.  The  third  tuen  re- 
solved to  offer  assistance,  attd  shared  theit  tate.  Tue 
eldest  sister  was  about  43  years  ui  age.  Tneir  bodies 
weie  not  recovered. 

Governor  Everett  and  lieutenant  governor  Hull  have 
been  unanimously  nominated  for  re-election,  by  a state 
convention  of  me,  whigs  of  Massachusetts.  Tney  have 
accepted  the  nomination. 

Large  cargo.  The  British  ship  Britannia,  of  St.  Johns, 
N.  43.  sailed  recently  hum  Pii.laueiplna  with  a cargo  ot 
3,500  barrels  ot  flour,’  C6  finds,  quercitron  bark,  and 
iO,dUJ  staves,  bound  for  Liverpool — being  cue  of  the 
mrgesl  cargoes  taken  from  me  port  oi  Philadelphia  fur 
many  years;  the  ship  ,s  769  tons  bur. lien,  and  drew 
..early  twenty  feel  wa  er.  The  United  States  G.izet  e, 
speuMngot  toe  shipments  oi  Ho  .r  front  Pnilaue  pina  tur 
ii<.igland,  states  that  a lull  cargo  was  going  on  board 
are  bark  Minerva  for  Liverpool  and  that  the  packet 
ship  Algonquin  would  also  hut  oui  4,0(40  barrels. 

' Snow  at  the  south.  At  Cnarreston  on  the  5dt  instant, 
snow  felt  io  tile  ueplh  oi  6 inches.  There  was  a tittle 
snow  even  a.  New  Orleans,  accompanied -by  a violent 
wind,  which  prevented  Mr.  Clayton,  die  aeronaut,  from 
making  hi.,  propused  ascension. 

J'lie  Illinois  house  of  representatives  has  passed  a 
bill  prohibiting  betting  on  elections  by  a penalty  nut 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment  nut 
io  exceed  thirty  days. 

A bill  lias  passed  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  di- 
recting the  governor  to  subscribe  $100,000  to  the  stuck 
of  tiie  Franklin  rail  road,  leading  from  Chainbersburg, 
through  Hagerstown,  to  Williamsport  on  the  Potomac. 

Valuable  invention.  A powerful  hearing  trumpet  has 
been  lately  linen  ed  ; it  is  so  constructed  as  to  stand 
upon  a table,  and  receive  the  voices  ot  persons  in  the 
room,  winch  it  magnifies  to  an  extraordinary  degree. 
Tne  power  of  the* instrument  is  thus  described  by  die 
tineu  or:  “I  placed  the  soniferon  at  the  end  of  a room 
sixty  feet  in  length,  at  die  other  extremity  of  which  two 
persons  were  in  low  conversation  As  long  as  1 con- 
Litnied  to  hold  the  tube -to  my  ear,  I '-onld  hear  every 
word  they  said  to  eacli  other ; but  the  moment  ire- 
moved  n,  i was  only  sensible  of  a murmur  of  voices., 
w i hout  distinguishing  a syllable.”  To  an  experimenter, 
no'  deaf,  tiie  clients  ut  the  instrument  are  by  no  means 
comfortable,  as  every  word  fails  with  die  force  of  a 
blacksmith's  hammer;  and,  in  addition  thereto,  it  makes 
tiie  ear  ring  with  noises  that  no  other  person  perceives. 

A cow,  die  property  of  Mr.  F.  Kent,  of  West  Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  during  sixty  days,  beginning  June  last, 
gave  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  foity-six  quarts 
ot  milk  ! averaging  22  1-4  quarts  per  day.  The  largest 
yield  was  11  quarts  in  the  morning,  and  16  in  the  even- 

i.ig. 

Important  from  Wisconsin.  Tiie  legislature  met  at 
Madison  on  die  231  ult.  Tne  governor  delivered  Iris 
message,  widen  touches,  among  other  '.lungs,  the  sub- 
ject of  die  Wi'tiiiebago  Indians,  It  is  anticipated  from 
sundry  indications  that  there  wiil  be  difficulty  tins  spring, 
as  they  are  determined  not  to  leave  the  country  at  tjie 
time  stipulated  in  the  treaty.  They  are  making  hostile 
prepara  ions.  Tiie  governor  recommends  that  the  war 
department  lie  immediately  memorialised  for  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  tor  five  companies  of  dragoons.  The 
governor  will  take  the  responsibility,  in  case  of  emer- 
gency, of  raising  volunteer  companies,  which  lie  will 
head  in  person  tor  the  protection  and  ueieuce  of  exposed 
setdemetrs. 

A duel.  The  Nashville  Whig  of  the  8th  inst.  states 
that  a duel  was  fought  near  Moscow,  Fayette  county, 
a few  days  before,  between  Alexander  J.  Do.  olsan, 
(adopted  son  of  general  Jackson,)  and  Henry  Robeson; 
both  eligibly  wounded.  As  Moscow  is  near  the  Mis- 
sissippi line,  we  presume  tiie  meeting  took  place  in  that 
state.  A -econd  meeting  was  talked  of  the  next  day, 
but  the  officers  of  justice  probably  defeated  it. 

White  Sulphur  springs.  The  Lewisburg  Enquirer 
s'ates  that  Dr.  Moorman,  resident  physician  at  the 
White  Sulphur  springs,  is  about  to  publish  “ a directory 
tor  the'use  of  tiie  White  Sulphur  wa  ters,”  with  practical 
remarks  on  their  medicinal  properties  and  applicability 
to  particular  diseases,  arid  that  a company  has  been 
formed,  which  has  entered  into  extensive  arrangements 
for  bottling  the  White  Sulphur  waters,  and  have  them 
transpor.ed  to  all  parts  of  tiie  United  States,  and  so  pe- 
culiar is  said  to  be  the  quality  of  this  water,  that  it  loses 
none  of  its  virtues  by  this  operation. 

Ordnance  for  the  frontier.  Twenty-four  pieces  of 
cannon  with  their  carriages,  from  Albany,  destined  for 
the  eastward,  were  brought  down  on  the  Worcester 
ra  i road  on  Monday.  [ Boston  Daily  Ado. 

Costs  of  riots.  According  to  a late  es'imt'e,  $16,000 
have  be  en  paid  from  the  city -treasury  of  New  Y-.’rk, 
.vi Jim  tiie  Iasi  four  years,  for  tne  expenses  of  suppress- 
ing riots.  The  injury  to  public  and  private  property 


probably  exceeded  ten  times  this  amount.  Fitly  reso- 
lute men,  with  good  muskeis,  would  have  suppressed 
each  riot  mu  h cheaper,  and  without  any  injury  to  pro- 
perty. In  Philadelphia,  the  injury  to  private  property 
tty  riots  was  about  $70  000  in  two  nights,  and  the  injury 
to  tiie  character  of  the  city  beyond  calculation. 

x [ Boston  Courier. 

Gipsies.  The  number  of  this  extraordinary  race  in 
Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  is  calculated  to  amount  to 
seven  hundred  thousand.  In  America  they  have  been 
hitherto  unknown,  though  a small  number  are  said  to 
have  emigrated  to  that  quarter  recently.  Throughout 
the  world  they  speak  the  saine  kind  of  gibberish,  which 
is  very  similar  to  tiie  language  of  Hindustan,  to  which 
country  their  origin  has,  on  that  account,  been  assigned. 

New  Hampshire.  The  following  are  the  names  of 
the  representatives  for  the  26  h congress  elected  last 
week  from  this  state  : Tristam  Shaw,  Cims.  G.  Ather- 
ton, Edmund  Burke,  Ira  A.  Eastman,  Jared  W.  Wil- 
liams. 

Death  of  gen.  Ripley.  The  last  Lou’sianian  con- 
tains the  in  eiiigcnce  of  the  death  of  general  Eleazcr 
W.  Ripley,  a native  of  New  Hampshire,  but  for  many 
years  a resident  of  Louisiana,  of  which  state  he  was  a 
representative  in  the  last  congress.  As  a statesman 
and  a soldier,  his  name  stands  conspicuous  on  tiie  page 
ol  his  country’s  hisrury. 

Bank  post  notes.  It  was  decided,  last  week,  in  the 
supreme  judicial  court  of  Massachusetts,  that  bank 
post  notes  are.  entitled  to  grace,  in  the  same  manner  as 
utils  ot  exchange  mid  promissory  notes  in  general. 

Tiie  number  of  persons  who  emigrated  from  Liver- 
pool during  the  year  1838,  under  die  supervision  of  the 
government  enugiation  agent,  was  13,411.  Of  these 
10,863  sailed  for  the  United  Siates,  853  tor  British  North 
American  colonies,  1,059  for  Australia.  335  fir  West 
ladies,  1'96  lor  South  America,  and  54  tor  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  and  Maur.tms. 

Western  river.  At  Pittsburg  on  the  14th,  there  were 
six  leer  four  inches  ', cater  in  the  river,  and  it  was  failing. 

At  Weeding  on  the  same  day,  “ the  river’’  says  the 
Times  " was  in  as  good  stage  for  navigation  as  could 
be  wished.” 

At  Cincinnati  on  tiie  I3ih  tiie  river  was  sixteen  feet 
above  low  water  mark,  and  fulling  very  slightly — wea- 
ther threatening  rain. 

Trade  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  for  the  week 
ending  Tuesday,  Man h 19,  i839.  Tl.iir  y-six  bouts  de- 
scendmg,  eat  goes  as  follows  : 3,466  barrels  flour,  2,4143 
bushels  wheat,  200  barrels  whiskey,  265  1-2  bushels  rye 
and  chops,  09  barrels  apples.  1,050  bushels  lime,  5 1-2 
tons  iron,  J,495  bushels  offal,  51  bushels  corn  meal,  400 
bushel?  corn,  43  1-4  tons  furniture,  1 35  cords  wood,  30 
bushels' seeds,  7 firkins  lard,  18  bales  bay,  300  ieet  tim- 
ber. 

Forty  six  boa's  ascending,  catgoes  as  follows:  360 
tons  plaster,  446  bushels  salt,  905  bushels  potatoes, 
13,150  leet  of  plank,  41.600  shingles.,  31,000  laths,  10 
tons  coal,  9 tons  groceries,  5o  kegs  powder.  1,143  empty 
barrels,  92  bushels  oysters,  30  barrels  fish,  81  barrels 
liquor,  16  barrels  tar. 

Banks.  Trie  Detroit  City  bank  has  given  notice  that 
it  will  suspend  spede  payments  for  sixty  days.  Tne 
Detroit  Advertiser  slates  that  it  lias  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  its  obligation  to  bill  holders  and  depositors  will 
be  redeemed  ai  the  expiration  of  hat  pt  tied.  Itadri-cs 
holders  not.  to  sacrifice  the  bills  <4  the  hank.  The 
amount  in  circulation  is  only  $15,423,  being  one-'enth 
of  the  circulation  allowed  them  by  the  general  banking 
law,  tinder  which  that  institn.i  -n  was  created. 

The  State  bank  at  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  has,  we  are 
informed  by  the  S ate  Intelligencer,  determined  to  dis- 
count accommodation  paper  forthwith,  to  the  amount  of 
$100  000  certainly,  and  probably  to  three  or  four  times 
that  amount.  To  prevent  an  immediate  return  of  the 
paper,  it  will  issue  post  notes  at  ninety  days. 

By  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Rix,  ol  Raleigh,  N.  C.  about 
twenty  of  his. slaves  are  to  bi  sent  to  L fieri  a,  fin-  which 
purpose  a sufficient  sum  was  left  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  conveying  them  there,  anti  comfor  ably  establishing 
them  in  the  colony. — The  sum  of  $15  000  was  al.so  de- 
vised for  the  establishment  ot  an  infirmaiy  for  the  poor 
of  Raleigh,  and  many  other  liberal  bequests  made  by 
the  provisions  of  the  will. 

Another  disastrous  steamboat  explosion.  We  lament 
to  learn,  from  the  Cincinnati  Whig,  that  the  connecting 
pipe  of  tlte  steamboat  Reporter,  exploded  about  forty 
miles  below  that  city,  (while  the  hunt  was  on  her  wav 
from  Louisville  to  Cincinnati),  causing  the  instant  den  h 
of  one  of  the  stewards  of  the  boat,  an  ! so  badly  wound- 
ing a gentleman  by  the  name  ol  Flagg,  from  Henry 
county,  Kentucky,  that  he  died  in  a short  time  after- 
wards. A buy  attached  to  tile  boat,  was  also  dreadfully 
wounded — recovery  doubtful. 

Illinois.  The  St.  Louis  Republican  of  the  8th  says  : 
“Tlte  governor  of  Illinois  nominated,  on  the  1st  inst., 
judge  Ford  to  the  office  of  secretary  of  state.  The  se- 
nate laid  the  nomination  on  the  table  until  the  4th  of  July 
by  a vote  of  22  to  14.  The -nomination  was  laid  on  the. 
table,  on  the  ground,  that  the  senate  had,  when  full, 
refused  to  confirm  any  nomination  and  the  present  was 
considered  as  an  attempt  to  force  it  when  a number  of 
tne  senators,  chiefly  whips,  had  left.  The  nomination 
was  subsequently  withdrawn.  Gov.  Carlin  sent  a pro- 
test to  the  seonle  which  lie  asked  to  have  spre  d in  the 
j jurnaK  Considerable  excitement  was  manifested  on 
dais  subject. 
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{itf-VVe  invite  the  attention  oi'otir  delinquent  sub- 
scribers to  an  article  in  another  page,  headed  “the 
bane  of  editors;”  lor  we  assure  them  that  we 
are  resolved  to  take  a different  course  Irom  that  we 
have  recently  pursued  to  collect  our  dues — lor  ap- 
peals to  their  sense  of  justice,  to  say  nothing  of 
common  honesty,  seein  to  have  been  utterly  disre- 
garded. Our  a (fairs  have  reached  such  a crisis, 
that  forbearance  is  no  longer  a virtue;  and  it  is  due 
to  ourselves  and  others,  that  the  large  amount  stand- 
ing on  our  books  should'be  collected  as  speedily  as 
possible.  There  are  not,  perhaps,  twenty  among  the 
long  list  of  delinquents,  who  cannot  pay  their  bills 
without  the  slightest  inconvenience — but  if  there 
are  any  who  are  really,  or  think  themselves,  “ too 
poor ” to  take  the  “Register,”  we  say  to  them,  in 
the  best  possible  spirit,  '•pay  and  quit.”  We 
would  rather  have  iwo  thousand  subscribers  who 
pay  promptly,  than  four  thousand  w'ho  do  not  pay 
until  they  are  weary  of  being  dunned , and  we  are 
embarrassed  by  their  remissness. 

They  ought  to  remember,  also,  that  we  are  here 
in  an  independent  capacity,  and  publishing  the 
“Register”  at  a cost  of  about  forty  per  cent,  over 
what  we  paid  to  publish  it  in  Baltimore — that  we 
have  no  fat-jobs  or  rich  contracts  to  aid  in  defray- 
ing our  expenditures,  but  are  solely  and  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  the  proceeds  ofoursubscription  list — 
objects  of  indifference  to  “scoundrel  politicians,” 
and  the  whole  herd  who  measure  their  patriotism 
by  the  amount  of  the  public  treasure  they  are  per- 
mitted to  grasp,  and  would  raise  the  shout  for  “good 
man”  or  “good  devil,”  if  they  were  paid  for  it!  All 
we  ask  is  the  amount  honestly  and  justly  due  from 
our  patrons!  It  will  enable  us  to  pay  our  debts, 
and  to  eat  our  “saw-dust  pudding”  in  peace; 
which  will  be  more  dear  to  us,  with  oursaucy  inde- 
pendence, than  costly  viands  and  rich  wines  pur- 
chased with  the  wages  of  venality  and  prostitu- 
tion. Franklin’s  fare,  is  the  only  fare  politicians 
award  to  an  independent  editor  here;  and  as  we 
are  too  old  to  learn  to  play  the  parasite,  and  if  not 
too  old,  too  proud  to  worship  the  creatures  we  have 
helped  to  make,  we  do  not  expect  any  thing  else. 

APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Charles  IValker  to  be  attorney  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  southern  district  of  Florida,  in  the  place  of 
William  Marvin,  appointed  judge  for  said  district. 

Franklin  Peale  to  be  chief  coiner,  and 

Jonas  R McClintock  to  be  melfer  and  refiner,  of 
the  mint  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia. 


The  Presbyterian  church  case.  We  learn 
from  the  Pniladelphia  National  Gazette  that  the  trial 
before  the  supreme  court  on  the  writ  of  quo  war- 
ranto, in  which  the  two  bodies  claiming  to  be  the 
general  assembly  of  the  Pr.sbyterian  church  are  the 
parlies,  terminated  on  Tuesday.  The  jury  retired 
at  eleven  o'clock,  and  returned  into  court  in  about 
half  an  hour,  with  a verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs; 
these  are  known  as  the  new  school  party.  The 
counsel  for  the  defendants,  or  old  school  party,  have 
moved  for  a new  trial. 

Northeastern  boundary.  The  following  re- 
solutions were  adopted  by  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  legislature  ol  Maine  on  Wednesday,  the 
20th  instant,  in  substitute  of  the  original  resolve  of 
the  committee,  which  merely  authorised  the  gover 
nor  under  certain  contingencies  to  withdraw  the 
military  force  from  the  disputed  territory: 

Resolved,  That  the  right  of  this  state  to  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  all  that  territory  claimed  by  Great 
Britain  which  lies  west  of  a line  due  north  from  the 
monument  to  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia, 
(usually  denominated  the  disputed  territory),  has 
been  constant  and  indefeasible  since  her  existence 
as  an  independent  state;  and  no  agreement  which 
has  or  may  be  entered  into  by  the  government  of  the 
union,  can  impair  her  prerogative  to  be  the  sole 
judge  of  the  time  when,  and  the  manner  in  which, 
that  right  shall  be  enforced. 

Resolved,  That  this  state,  in  view  of  the  measures 
recently  adopted  by  the  government  of  the  union  in 
relation  to  this  question,  and  particularly  the  pro- 
vision made  for  a special  minister  to  the  court  of  St. 
James;  an  t actuated  by  an  earnest  desire  to  come 
to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  whole  controversy, 
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will  forbear  to  enforce  her  jurisdiction  in  that  part 
of  her  territory,  the  po-session  of  which  is  now 
usurped  by  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  so  far 
as  she  can  do  so  consistently  with  the  maintenance 
of  the  resolve  of  the  24th  January  last;  but  she  has 
seen  nothing  in  recent  events  to  cause  her  to  doubt 
that  it  is  her  imperative  duty,  as  well  as  her  inva- 
riable right,  to  protect  her  public  domain  from  de- 
pradation  and  plunder  up  to  the  extreinest  limits  of 
tier  territory,  and  that  no  power  on  earth  shall  drive 
her  from  an  act  of  jurisdiction  so  proper  in  itself  and 
to  which  her  honor  is  so  irrevocably  committed. 

Resolved,  That  the  public  measures  of  the  go- 
vernor of  this  state,  in  relation  to  the  disputed  terri- 
lory,  mpet  the  cordial  approbation  of  this  legislature, 
that  they  concur  in  the  doctrines  and  sentiments 
contained  in  his  recent  message — that  they  will  sus- 
tain him  in  carrying  into  effect  the  resolve  of  the  2-41  h 
January,  aforesaid,  and  that  whenever  he  shall  be 
fully  satisfied  by  the  declarations  of  the  lieutenant 
governor  of  New  Brunswick  or  otherwise,  that  the 
latter  has  abandoned  all  intentions  of  occupying  the 
disputed  territory  with  a military  force,  and  of  at- 
tempting the  expulsion  of  our  party,  t hat  the  exi- 
gency which  called  lor  the  military  having  ceased, 
the  governor  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  to 
withdraw  the  same,  leaving  the  land  agent  with 
a sufficient  posse,  armed  or  unarmed,  as  the  case 
may  require,  to  carry  said  resolve  into  effect. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  practicability  of  running 
and  marking  the  northeastern  boundary  line,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1783, 
is  indubitable  to  consent  to  another  arbitration;  in 
pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  would  be  a virtual  abandon- 
ment of  the  rights  and  interest  of  Maine. 

Resolved,  That  a crisis  has  arrived,  when  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  the  general  government  forthwith 
to  propose  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  a joint 
commission,  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  line  in 
accordance  with  the  treaty  of  1783 — and  in  case  of 
a refusal  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  United  States  to  run  the  line  upon  her  own 
authority,  and  to  take  possession  of  the  whole  disput- 
ed territory  without  necessary  delay. 

The  first  three  of  the  above  resolutions  were  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Delesdernier,  and  the  two  latter  by  Mr. 
Vose.  When  the  resolutions  were  before  the  senate, 
that  body  adopted  the  three  resolutions  ottered 
by  Mr.  Delesdernier,  but  struck  out  by  a strict 
party  vote,  the  first  resolve,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Vose,  and  amended  the  second  by  prefixing  the 
following  words:  “that  the  enrire  practicability  of 
running  and  marking  our  N.  E.  boundary  line  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of  the  defini- 
tive treaty  ol  peace  of  1783,  is  beyond  doubt.”  The 
resolves,  four  in  all,  were  then  passed  to  be  engross- 
ed. 

After  which  no  strenons  opposition  was  made, 
and  they  passed  almost  unanimously. 

The  latest  intelligence  states  that  the  house  re- 
fused to  concur  in  the  senate's  amendments — that  a 
conference  was  had — that  the  committee  of  the 
house  reported  in  favor  of  concurring — and  that  the 
house  finally  did  concur.  The  following  resolution 
was  then  offered,  in  the  house,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
giossed: 

Resolved,  by  the  house  of  representatives,  that 
the  unquestionable  right  of  this  state  to  the  whole 
territory  embraced  within  the  limits  as  described  by 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  ought  never 
to  have  been  submitted  to  arbitration,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  ihis  house,  again  to  consent  o another  ar- 
bitration, would  he  an  abandonment  of  the  rights  and 
interests  of  Maine. 

The  legislature  of  Maine  were  to  adjourn  on  Mon- 
day last. 

General  Scott,  it  is  avered  in  the  Boston  Post, 
expressed  himself  much  dissatisfied  with  the  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  Maine  legislature. 

At  the  last  advices  from  the  frontier,  the  troops  of 
Maine  were  in  the  peaceable  and  undisputed  pos- 
session of  the  Aroostook  country,  while  the  Tobi 
que  settlement  was  held  by  sir  John  Harvey,  with  a 
military  force  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  men. 
Some  anxiety  is  expressed  to  know  whether  any  re- 
ply will  be  made  by  the  British  governor  to  the 
message  ol  governor  Fairfield.  The  correspondence 
held  with  general  Scolt  is  indicative  of  a highly  pa- 
cific feeling.  The  whole  force  at  his  disposal  is  said 


I to  be  so  small,  as  to  put  the  idea  of  attempting  to 
expel  the  troops  of  Maine  from  the  disputed  terri- 
tory entirely  o«t  of  the  question.  A late  letter  from 
! Bangor  gives  tiie  lol lowing  account  of  the  disposition 
of  the  militia  sent  by  governor  Fairfield  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Aroostcok: 

“Our  "force  have  now  reached  Jarvis’ camp,  and 
are  busily  employed  in  erecting  their  fort  and  block 
houses  for  their  accommodation.  The  l’ort  is  laid 
out  so  as  to  cover  about  six  acres.  They  have  five 
brass  artillery  pieces  mounted;  and  two  iron  twelve 
pounders  are  now  about  to  be  removed  from  Castine, 
to  be  planted  upon  the  tort.  The  main  portion  is  on 
the  soulh  side  of  the  Aroostook,  at  the"  bend  of  the 
river.  There  is  an  American  [post]  directly  oppo- 
site to  it  on  the  other  side  erf' the  river,  which  is  also 
being  occupied  and  fortified.  It  is  only  18  miles 
from  this  post  to  where  the  St.  John  crosses  the  line. 
As  soon  as  the  road  can  be  opened  so  as  to  reatdi  this 
place  conveniently  with  supplies,  our  force  will 
move  up  and  take  possession  c.f  the  St.  John. 

The  11th  regiment  of  British  regulars  from  Que- 
bec has  arrived  at  Fredericton. 

The  whole  of  the  British  regulars  under  march- 
ing orders  for  the  frontier  is  3,0d0. 

The  New  Brunswick  legislature  were  still  in  ses- 
sion. By  papers  from  thence  to  the  12ih,  we  learn 
that  the  transport  Elizabeth,  with  a detachment  of 
regulars,  had  struck  on  a rock,  but  had  been  got  off, 
and  towed  into  Shelbnrne.  The  troops  W'ere  to  be 
brought  round  to  St.  John. 

Mexico.  The  New  Orleans  Louisianian  of  the 
18th  has  the  following: 

By  the  arrival  of  the  brig  Atar  Gull,  (formerly 
the  Iturbide),  we  have  received  news  Irom  Vera 
Cruz  some  days  later  than  that  brought  by  the 
Walter. 

The  most  important  portion  of  her  news  is  the 
arrival  at  Vera  Cruz  of  tw  o diplomatic  agents,  gen. 
Gaudalonpe  Victoria  and  Manual  Gorostiza,  charged 
by  the  Mexican  government  to  treat  with  admiral 
Baudin  on  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  As  soon  as 
the  latter  heard  of  their  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  he  left 
Anton  Lizardo  for  that  place  in  the  frigate  Nereide; 
he  w7as  received  at  Vera  Cruz  with  a salute  from 
the  cannon  on  the  forts.  The  Mexican  envoys. 
Admiral  Baudin,  and  the  English  ambassador,  Mr. 
Packenhaui,  repaired  on  board  the  English  frigate 
La  Pique,  to  discuss  the  basis  of  the  proposed  treaty. 

We  are  uninformed  as  to  the  result  of  the  first 
conference,  but  we  have  good  reason  to  infer,  from 
the  tenor  of  semi-official  letters  brought  by  the 
Atar  Gull,  that  there  was  no  obstacle  to  the  smooth- 
ing of  all  difficulties,  and  that  Vera  Cruz  would 
soon  be  re-opened  to  trade. 

We  await  the  arrival  of  the  Water  Watch,  which 
was  to  sail  from  Vera  Cruz  for  this  nlace  three  or 
four  days  after  the  Atar  Gull;  she  will  probably 
bring  us  the  result  of  the  conference. 

Santa  Ana.  A letter  received  in  this  city  from 
Mexico,  under  date  of  the  22d  February,  says: 
“Santa  Ana  has  at  length  arrived  from  Vera  Cruz. 
His  march  was  slow',  in  order  to  gain  time.  A 
commission  of  ministers  is  appointed,  which,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Packenham,  will  godow  n next 
week  to  treat  with  admiral  Baudin.  1 apprehend 
this  is  a mere  russe  of  Santa  A na  to  gain  time,  until 
he  can  find  out  whether  centralism  or  federalism  is 
most  likely  to  prevail,  in  order  that  he  may  be  bet- 
ter able  to  shape  his  future  conduct  to  the  times.” 
[New  Orleans  Commercial  Bulletin. 

Later.  Captain  Ross,  of  the  brig  Delaware,  ar- 
rived at  Charleston  on  the  24th  instant  in  six  days 
from  Havana.  He  reports  that  an  English  corvette, 
had  arrived  at  Havana,  in  seven  days  from  Vera 
Cruz,  bringing  the  result  of  the  conference  which 
had  been  held  on  board  the  French  frigate  Neruda 
between  the  French  admiral  Baudin,  Mr.  Packen- 
ham and  the  Mexican  envoys.  An  arrangement 
had  been  made  which  was  entirely  satisfactory  to 
France,  and  it  only  wanted  the  ratification  of  the 
Mexican  government,  w hen  all  vessels  would  be 
permitted  to  discharge  their  cargoes.  The  parti- 
culars of  the  treaty  had  not  transpired;  the  report 
was,  that  all  French  who  had  been  expelled  from 
Mexico  would  be  permitted  to  return  immediately, 
and  that  Mexico  agrees  to  pay  the  amount  due 
French  citizens,  and  indemnify  France  for  her  ex- 
penses in  maintaining  the  blockade,  &c. 


68 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  30,  1839— MISCELLANEOUS. 


NoN-IMFRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT.  We  publish 
below  the  non-imprisonment  lor  debt  bill  recently 
passed  by  congress.  It  was  inlroduced  into  the 
senate  and  advucated  by  Mr.  Tallmadge,  and  is  a 
noble  testimonial  in  favor  of  his  humanity  and  intel- 
ligence: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
latives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress 
assembled,  That  no  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for 
debt  in  any  state,  on  process  issuing  out  of  a court 
of  the  United  States,  where,  by  the  laws  of  such 
state,  imprisonment  for  debt  has  been  abolished; 
and  where,  by  the  laws  of  a state,  imprisonment 
shall  be  allowed,  under  certain  conditions  and  re- 
strictions, the  same  conditions  and  restrictions  shall 
be  applicable  to  the  process  issuing  out  of  the.  courts 
ol  the  United  States;  and  the  same  proceeding  shall 
be  had  therein  as  are  adopted  in  the  court  ot  such 
state. 

Treaty  with  the  king  of  Sardania.  The 
“Globe”  of  Tuesday  contains  a copy  of  a treaty  ot 
commerce  and  navigation  between  the  United  States 
and  the  king  of  Sardinia,  concluded  and  signed  at 
Genoa  on  the  26th  of  last  November,  between  Na- 
thaniel Niles,  special  agent  on  the  part  of  this  go- 
vernment, and  the  Sardinian  secretary  of  state,  and 
ratified  by  both  governme.  ts,  the  ratifications  having 
been  exchanged  at  Washington  on  the  18th  of  the 
present  month,  by  our  secretary  of  slate  and  Auguste 
de  Colobiano,  charge  d’affaires  of  his  majesty  the 
king  of  Sardinia. 


The  White  seas.  The  following  notice  has 
been  officially  received  at  the  department  of  state 
from  the  Russian  government,  through  its  represen- 
tative in  the  United  Stales,  and  is  now  published 
for  the  benefit  of  our  navigators  in  the  White  seas 

IGlobe. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  entrance  of  the  river 
Dvvina  of  the  North  by  vessels,  a light-house  of 
stone  has  been  erected  upon  the  island  of  Moudjouk 
near  Archangel,  the  height  of  which,  from  the  Ian 
tern  to  the  base,  is  130  feet,  (English),  and  its  en 
tire  elevation  above  the  sea  140J  feet.  It  is  situated 
in  the  latitude  of  64  degrees,  54  minutes  and  45 
seconds  north,  and  in  40  degrees  16  minutes  and  50 
seconds  east  longitude  from  Greenwich.  It  will  be 
lighted  by  a fixed  light  during  the  months  of  August, 
September  and  October  of  each  year;  and  may  be 
distinguished  from  the  deck  of  a vessel,  coming 
from  the  west,  at  the  distance  of  17  sea  miles,  be- 
tween north-northeast  and  southeast-quarter-south. 

Printing  for  the  departments.  In  compli- 
ance with  a provision,  appended  to  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill,  the  various  executive  departments 
have  advertised  for  contracts  for  executing  the  print- 
ing and  binding  which  may  be  required  by  the  de- 
partments, and  supplying  them  with  stationery — 
which  contracts  are  to  be  given  to  the  lowest  bidder, 
whose  bids  shall  be  accompanied  with  vouchers  ot 
his  capacity  to  fulfil  them. 

Abolition.  The  following  resolutions  have 
been  adopted  by  the  legislature  of  Ohio  : 

Resolved  by  the  general  ussembly  of  the  state  oj 
Ohio,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly, 
ours  is  a government  of  limited  powers;  that  ail 
powers  not  delegated  by  the  constitution  are  reserv 
ed  to  the  people  ; and  that,  by  the  constitution  ol 
the  United  States,  congress  has  no  jurisdiction  ovei 
the  institutions  of  slavery  in  the  several  states  ol 
the  confederacy. 

Resolved,  That  the  agitation  of  the  subject  of  sla- 
very in  the  non  slaveholding  states  is  in  the  opinion 
of  this  general  assembly,  attended  with  rio  good  ; 
that  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  slave* 
is  not  enhanced,  and  that  it  is  a violation  of  the 
faith  which  ought  ever  to  exist  among  the  states  in 
the  same  conlederacy. 

Resolved,  That  the  schemes  of  the  abolitionists 
for  the  pretended  happiness  of  the  slaves  are,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  general  assembly,  wild,  delusive, 
and  fanatical  ; and  have  a direct  tendency  to  de- 
stroy the  harmony  of  the  union,  to  rivet  the  chain 
of  the  slaves,  and  to  destroy  the  perpetuity  of  our 
free  institutions. 

Resolved,  That  all  attempts  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  states  of  this  union,  or  “ to  prohibit  the  removal 
of  slaves  from  state  to  state,  or  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  this  countiy 
and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid,”  are  in  the 
opinion  of  this  general  assembly,  in  “ violation  ol 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  destruc- 
tive of  the  fundamental  principles  on  which  rests  the 
union  of  these  states.” 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  general  as- 
sembly, it  is  unwise,  impolitic,  and  inexpedient  to 
repeal  any  law  now  in  force,  imposing  disabilities 


upon  black  and  mulatto  persons,  thus  placing  them 
upon  an  equality  with  the  whites,  so  tar  as  the 
legislature  can  do,  and  indirectly  inviting  the  black 
population  of  other  states  to  emigrate  to  this  state, 
to  the  manifest  injury  of  the  public  interest. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  for- 
ward copies  ot  these  resolutions  to  the  president  and 
vice  president  of  the  United  States,  to  each  of  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  congress,  and  to  the 
executive  of  every  state  in  the  conlederacy. 

Free  negroes. — The  legislature  of  Alabama 
have  passed  an  act  prescribing  that  every  free  person 
of  color  arriving  in  that  state,  on  board  a vessel  as 
cook,  steward,  mariner,  or  in  any  other  employment, 
shall  be  immediately  lodged  in  prison,  and  detained 
until  the  departure  of  the  said  vessel,  when  the  cap- 
tain thereof  shall  be  bound  under  a heavy  penalty,  to 
take  him  away.  If  any  free  person  of  color  thus 
sent  away,  shall  return,  he  or  she  shall  receive  thirty- 
nine  lashes,  and  if  found  within  the  state  twenty  days 
after  such  punishment,  he  Or  she  shall  be  sold  as  a 
slave  for'  any  term  not  exceeding  one  year.  The 
captain  of  any  vessel  in  which  such  free  person  of 
color  shall  arrive,  shall  give  security  in  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  that  he  will  take  away  the 
said  tree  person  of  color.  The  6th  section  makes  it. 
awlul  for  any  person  to  seize  and  make  a slave  for 
life,  to  his  owm  use,  any  free  person  of  color,  who 
may  have  come  into  the  state  of  Alabama,  after  the 
1st  day  of  February,  1832,  provided  this  section 
shall  not  take  effect  until  the  1st  day  ofAugust  next. 
The  7th  section  makes  it  lawful  for  any  person  to 
seize  upon  and  make  a slave  for  life,  any  free  person 
ofcolor  who  may  be  found  in  the  state  of  Alabama, 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  who  shall  have 
come  into  the  state  since  its  passage. 

Approved  February  2,  1839. 


The  British  colonial  possessions.  A Lon- 
don paper,  the  Sunday  Times,  gives  the  following 
statistical  account  of  the  British  colonial  posses- 
sions, which  will  be  read  with  some  interest  at  this 
time: 

In  North  America — Upper  and  Lower  Canada, 
New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  Prince  Edward’s 
Island,  Cape  Breton  and  New  Foundland;  contain- 
ing an  area  of  455,000  square  miles,  or  279,400,000 
acres,  with  a population  of  1,500,000  of  white  co- 
lonists. 

In  South  America — Demerara,  Essequibo,  Ber- 
bic,  Honduras,  and  the  Falkland  Islands;  contain- 
ing an  area  of  165.000  square  miles,  or  105,600,000 
acres,  with  a population  of  120,000. 

In  the  West  Indies — Jamaica,  Trinidad,  Tobago, 
Grenada,  St.  Vincent,  Barbadoes,  Montseriat,  Ne 
vis,  St.  Kitts,  Arguilia,  Tortola,  and  the  Vergin 
Isles,  New  Providence  and  the  Bahama  Islands, 
and  St.  George,  anil  the  Bermuda  Islands,  contain- 
ing an  area  of  13,000  square  miles,  or  7,720,000 
acres,  with  a population  of  1,000,000. 

In  Africa — The  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Mauritius, 
Mahe  and  the  Seychelie  Islands,  St.  Helena,  As- 
cension, Sierra  Leone,  the  Gambia,  Accra,  Cape 
Coast,  &c.  containing  an  area  of  250,000  square 
miles,  or  160,000,000  acres,  with  a population  of 
350,000. 

In  Australasia — New  South  Wales,  Van  Die- 
man’s  Land,  Swan  River,  King  George’s  Sound, 
South  Australasia,  Norfolk  Island,  &c.  containing 
an  area  of  500,000  square  miles,  or  320,000,000 
acres,  with  a population  of  120,000. 

In  Asia — Ceylon,  containing  an  area  of  14,644 
square  miles,  or  11,771,160  acres  with  a population 
of  1,000,000. 

In  Europe — Gibraltar,  Malta,  Gozo,  Corfu,  Se- 
phalonia,  Zante,  Santa  Maria,  Itchiea,  Paxo,  SerLo, 
&c.  and  Heligoland;  containing  an  area  of  1,500 
square  miles,  or  1,000,000  acres,  with  a population 
of  400,000. 

Total  1.750,000  square  miles,  or  1,120.000,000 
acres,  wilh  a population  of  4,490,000  of  “British 
subjects.” 

Independently  of  the  foregoing,  we  have  to  add 
the  following  territories,  which  are  under  the  ma- 
nagement and  influenced  by  the  government  of  the 
East  India  company,  and  the  board  of  control  in 
Cannon-row: 

British  territories  in  Hindostan-C ontaining  an  area 
ot  432,483  miles,  with  a population  of  90,636,371. 

Tributary  territories  in  Hindostan — Containing 
an  area,  of  363,610  square  miles,  with  a population 
of  54,271,092. 

British  territories  beyond  Hindostan — Containing 
an  area  of  50,117  square  miles,  with  a population 
of  297,054. 

Tributary  territories  beyond  Hindostan — Contain- 
ing an  area  of  50,000  square  miles,  with  a popula- 
tion of  408,000. 

Total — 1,096,210  square  miles,  with  a popula- 

tion of  145,612,517. 


In  the  event  of  our  being  again  plunged  into  a 
war,  from  the  immense  quantities  of  troops  and 
shipping  which  they  will  require  to  enable  this 
country  to  retain  possession  ol  them,  and  the  vast 
distance  which  many  of  these  colonies  are  from  the 
mother  country,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
loss  of  several  of  them  would  be  the  result  of  those 
hostilities,  with  which  it  appeals,  accoiding  to  the 
warlike  preparations  of  the  ministry,  we  are  now 
threatened.  The  next  question  will  be,  as  many  of 
out  colonies  “do  not  pay  their  own  expenses,” 
whether  the  loss  of  the  most  profitable  among  them 
would  not,  in  reality,  is  a real  gain  to  the  country. 

Virginia  senator.  The  legislature  of  this 
state  having  made  another  trial  on  Satuiday  the 
23d  ultimo,  to  elect  a senator  in  the  place  ol  Mr. 
Rives,  postponed  the  subject  indefinitely;  it  will, 
no  doubt,  enter  deeply  into  the  elections  which  take 
place  in  April  next,  and  heuce  we  give  place  to  the 
following  from  the  “Richmond  Enquirer,”  in  which 
Mr.  Rives  “defines  his  position.” 

To  the  editor  of  the  Enquirer: 

Richmond,  March  1,  1839. 
Dear  sir:  To  prevent  misconstruction,  and  to 
satisfy  a desire  expressed  by  some  ot  my  constitu- 
ents, I have  determined  to  publish  Mr.  Rives’s  let- 
ter, which  I spoke  of  at  one  time  as  “unsatisfac- 
tory,” being  under  the  influence  of  a rumor  after- 
wards ascertained  to  be  unfounded.  I have  already 
stated,  that  the  letter,  disconnected  lrom  the  rumor, 
was  declared  by  gentlemen  of  all  the  parties,  includ- 
ing those  notonly  politically  but  personally  opposed 
to  him,  not  susceptible  of  the  construction  1 gave 
it.  The  rumor  which  misled  me  was,  that  Mr. 
Rives  had  written  to  a whig  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture, that  “if  his  course  in  the  senate  had  not  con- 
vinced the  world  of  his  uncompromising  hostility 
to  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  he  could  not  make  it  plainer.” 

I have  already  stated,  that  after  I was  informed 
by  the  gentleman  who  made  the  communication  to 
me  (Mr.  Woolfolk,  of  Orange),  that  he  was  misin- 
tortned,  I became  thoroughly  satisfied  myself,  that 
I had  placed  an  improper  construction  on  it.  I 
have  now  only  to  state,  that  my  constituents  ought 
to  be  satisfied,  from  the  course  I had  determined 
to  pursue  under  my  first  construction  of  the  letter, 
that  I was  prepared  to  censure  Mr.  Rives,  when- 
ever his  opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  seemed  to  be 
indiscriminate , and  not  regulated  as  it  should  be  by 
the  merit  or  demerit  of  his  measures.  When  I dis- 
covered my  error,  I promptly  did  him  the  justice  to 
that  I was  satisfied  his  declining  to  make 


say,  _ 

pledges,  was  dictated  by  a desire  to  avoid  the  sus- 
picion of  electioneering  for  the  office.  In  my  letter 
to  him,  to  which  this  is  an  answer,*  I Stated  expli- 
citly, that  1 was  not  one  of  those  w ho  had  any  “diffi- 
culties” about  the  propriety  of  sustaining  tiim,  but 
I thought  then  as  1 think  now,  that  the  adherence 
to  the  same  political  principles  which  had  regulated 
his  public  life  heretofore,  would  be  a Sufficient 
pledge  to  secure  his  support  to  any  of  Mr.  \ an  Bu- 
ren’s'measures,  which  ought  to  be  supported.  If 
we  distrusted  his  principles,  no  pledges  would  be 
worth  anything.  ..  „ , 

1 wrote  to  him,  to  try  to  satisfy  others.  He  de- 
clined, as  he  had  done  to  all  parties,  declaring  that 
his  public  life  would  be  regulated,  as  il  had  been, 
by  the  principles  ot  the  old  republican  school  of 
Virginia. 

- Copy  of  a letter  from  Wm.  C.  Rives. 

“ Washington , February  13th,  1839. 

“Dear  sir;  I received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the 
10th  instant,  in  which  you  mention  that  “my  friends 
in  Richmond  are  placed  in  a situation  ol  considera- 
ble difficulty  to  defend  my  recent  course,”  and  that 
“some  assurance  that  I will  support  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren’s  administration  in  the  general,  is  thought  ne- 
cessary by  a portion  ol  them.  It  is  far  from  my 
w Mi  to  place  any  friend  of  mine  in  a situation  of 
difficulty  on  my  account.  If  their  own  principles 
do  not  carry  them  spontaneously  to  my  support,  I 
certainly  have  no  right  to  expect  it,  I have  never 
desired  any  gentleman  to  risk  his  popularity  or  his 
station  for  me.  I have  spared  no  pains  to  make  my 
political  principles  (which  are  those  ol  the  old  re- 
publican school ) well  known.  I cannot  now  change 
them  for  men  or  office.  1 can  give  no  pledge  be- 
yond this,  consistently  either  with  self-respect  or  a 
sense  of  the  duty  I shall  feel,  so  long  as  I remain  in 
the  public  service,  to  regard  the  great  interests  of 
""■intry  as  paramount  to  every  other  considera- 
I remain,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Wm.  C.  Rives. 

Please  publish  the  above,  that  the  public  may 
see  that  there  is  no  treason  in  it.  Respectliilly. 

E.  Fontaine. 

* I kept  no  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Rives. 
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The  bane  of  editors.  We  vvisli  our  delin- 
quent subscribers  would  read  the  following  fiom  the 
“New  Yorker,”  amt  “pay  and  quit”  if  they  are  too 
poor  to  continue  their  patronage!  lor  we  endorse 
every  word  of  it,  and  are  also  resolved,  if  we  cannot 
re  dize  tne  proceeds  of  our  most  toilsome  and  per- 
plexing labors,  to  take  more  summary  measures  than 
we  have  recently  used  to  secure  them.  Aslorthose 
miserable s who  takeotlence  vs  hen  they  are  asked  to 
pay  their  billsand  discontinue  their  pa  ronagc!  they 
are  a happy  riddance;  for  if  really  honest  and  dis- 
posed to  do  justice,  they  would  adopt  a contrary 
course  and  make  some  return  lor  the  embarrassment 
they  have  alieady  brought  upon  us. 

There  must  be  a reform  in  regard  to  newspaper 
debts,  or  the  present  system  will  drive  every  honest 
man,  who  values  Ins  p- ace  of  mind  and  the  well 
being  of  his  family,  from  the  profession  of  editor 
and  publisher — if  he  cun  break  his  bonds.  We, 
unlortunately,  have  been  “to  the  matter  born,”  and 
cannot,  we  tear,  sever  the  chain  which  has  so  long 
rankled  m our  flesh,  and  caused  us  so  many  days 
and  nights  of  agony;  but  rather  than  doom  a child 
to  the  profession,  as  now  rewarded,  we  would  force 
him  to  break  stones  on  the  highway,  or  bi rid  him  to 
the  honest  and  honorable  profession  of  a chimney- 
sweeper— for  in  either  case  he  would  have  a better 
chance  ol  being  happy  and  respectable! 

The  public,  we  know,  care  not  lor  tile  sufferings 
of  editors,  lor  like  the  woman  who  skinned  her  eels 
alive,  they  think  the  “ poor  devils”  are  used  to  it — 
and  so  they  are.  But  never  did  an  eel  denuded  ol 
his  oily  skin  and  wriggling  in  the  fish  - wife’s  bas- 
ket, suffer  more  than  some  editors  we  wot  of  from 
the  scaley  tricks  of  their -patrons!  [Ed.  Reg. 

“ The  injustice  of  subscribers.  If  thoseof  our  sub- 
scribers wbo  continue  to  withhold  from  us  our  hard 
earned  and  just  dues,  could  only  be  made  to  realize 
the  heavy  expenses,  light  profits  and  multiplied 
cares,  anxieties  and  losses  attendant  upon  a weekly 
newspaper-  establishment,  we  really  think  they 
would  no  longer  delay  a remittance  ot  the  trivial 
amount  which  stands  staringly  opposite  their  names 
on  our  bonks.  If  such  men  are  poor  and  honest.,  ivhy 
do  they  choose  to  perplex  and  embarrass  vs  by  gross 
remissness?  Why  not  pay  what  you  owe,  and  dis- 
continue the  paper,  if  you  cannot  atfbid  to  receive 
it?  It  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  others  poor  and 
dishonest,  why  condescend  to  swindle  those  who  are 
poor  as  yourselves?  To  rob  a publisher  of  five  or 
ten  dollars  and  leave  him  without  redress,  is  a base, 
unmanly  swindling,  which  any  decent  highwayman 
would  be  ashamed  of.  We  are  determined  to  take 
the  most  efficient  measures  to  exhibit  the  dishonesty 
-of some  of  our  pr-tended  patrons  to  the  gaze  of  a 
not  exactly  admiring  public.  If  we  cannot  redress 
our  own  u'rongs,  we  will  at  least  preserve  others 
from  suffering  by  the  same  hands.” 

Latest  from  Canton  By  the  barque  Mary 
Chilton,  advices  are  received  to  Nov.  17.  Steam 
navigation  was  talked  of  from. Canton  to  India.  The 
next  link  will  he  from  Canton  to  the  N.  W coast  oi 
America,  and  that  would  make  the  circle  complete 
when  our  rail  roads  over  the  Rocky  Mountains  art 
finished  to  Oregon,  or  our  ship  canal  cut  through  tire 
isthmus  ot  Darien. 

The  Fiench  exploring  frigate  Artemise.  La  Place, 
which  was  at  New  York,  has  arrived  at  Canton,  and 
the  olficers  wrere  treated  with  more  than  usual  dis- 
tinction, being  sutlered  to  go  up  to  the  city  in  inside 
chon  boats. 

There  had  been  a serious  affray  on  board  the 
English  vessel  John  Bull,  in  which  the  mate  was 
injured. 

During  the  eclipse  of  the  moon,  October  3d,  which 
lasted  ovei  tvvo  hours,  the  Chin~.se,  with  innumera- 
ble gongs  and  other  noby  instruments,  attempted 
to  prevent  the  celestial  dog  from  swallowing  the 
moon,  and  succeeded  in  driving  him  off  his  prey 
sometime  after  midnight.  [rV.  Y.  Star. 

The  following  item  from  Siam  was  received  by 
the  same  vessel. 

It  appears  that  Phra  Suria  Pak  do,  the  son  of  the 
Praklaug  Phya  See  Pepat,  a confidential  adviser  ol 
the  king,  had  been  guilty  of  receiving  from  the  eyes 
of  one  of  the  king’s  youthful  wives,  ‘fair  speechless 
message,”  betokening  more  love  than  could  exist 
between  the  tw o,  consistently  with  his  majesty’s 
honor,  and  of  paying  these  glances  in  kind.  The  in 
jureu  lord  ol  the  frail  dame  received  information  ol 
the  intrigue,  and  the  male  culprit  was  forthwith  ap- 
prehend-d.  Being  a person  of  consideration,  hav- 
ing royal  blood  in  his  veins,  ami  bis  father  in  high 
esteem  with  the  king,  it  was  thought  that  lie  would 
undergo  no  more  than  t he  ordinary  punishment  ol 
flagellation  and  the  exposure  of  hjs  . x :oriated  back 
to  a scorching  sun.  But  these  were  only  prelimi- 
naries, after  being  subjected  to  which  he  was  led 


to  execution, ’and  his  head  severed  from  Ins  body  at 
a blow.  His  lair  partner  in  crime  sintered  tne  same 
fate;  but  some  feeling  of  del  cacy  forbade  her  ex 
posure  to  the  public  gaze,  and  she  was  taken  down 
10  the  place  ot  execution  in  a fine  boat,  so  complete- 
ly enclosed  as  lo  shut  her  entirely  out  from  the 
view.  Five  men.  one  of  whom  was  the  Icing’s 
chamberlain,  and  five  women,  were  executed  along 
witii  them,  on  suspicion  or  proot  of  their  having 
connived  at  tile  amour. 

From  Texas.  A slip  from  the  New  Orleans 
Commercial  Bulletin,  ol'  the  16th,  contains  the  an- 
nexed intelligence.  The  steamer  Columbia  had  ar- 
rived. bringing  accounts  from  Galveston  to  the  12th 
and  from  Houston  to  I tie  (fill  March. 

“An  arrival  from  Gonzales  stated  that  the  utmost 
tranquillity  prevailed  ini  hat  section.  A few  days 
since  a party  of  six  or  seven  Wacoes  and  Tawaca- 
nies  were  discovered  near  that  place,  by  theTonke- 
was,  who  imiuedi  itely  gave  inlormalion  ot  t heir  ap- 
proach to  the  citizens  of  Gonzales;  a paity  of  w hom 
accompanied  by  a few  Tonkewa  wariiors,  surround- 
ed  t hem  in  a tnicket  and  killed  the  whole.  They 
were  all  on  fool,  and  had  evidently  ventured  hear 
tlie  town  lo  steal  t he  horses  of  the  citizens. 

“Tile  president  lias  made  a requisition  upon  the 
counties  of  Hai nshurg,  Brazoria,  Matagorda,  Colo- 
rado, Liberty  and  Galveston,  lo  furnish  six  compa- 
nies ot  volunteers,  to  serve  for  six  mouths  on  the 
frontiers.  Five  of  these  companies,  when  organized, 
will  rendezvous  at  La  Grange,  under  the  command 
of  colonel  Burleson,  and  one  will  be  stationed  at  fort 
Milan,  on  the  Bravos.  H;s  excellency  lias  made  an 
impressive  and  powerful  appeal  to  (lie  chivalry  oi 
those  sections.  Two  companies  ol  soldiers  to.  the 
protection  of  the  northern  mid  western  fitfh  e ■ had 
been  organized  at  Houston,  and  great  enthusiasm 
evinced  in  t he  cause.  The  officers  of  the  army  of 
the  frontier  wpre  to  rendezvous  at  Houston.  A num- 
ber had  already  airived.  Father  Muldou,  the  vi- 
car general  of  Texas  during  its  connection  witii 
Mexico,  was  on  a visit  to  I he  republic.  He  dined 
with  Santa  Ana  a short  time  before  lie  started  for 
Texas,  and  was  the  bearer  of  a friendly  message  from 
linn  to  general  Houston.  The  state  ol’  atfairs  in 
Texas,  is  described  as  quite  flourishing,  with  a fair 
prospect  of  a constant  advance  and  improvement.” 

Extract  of  a letter  to  a gentlemen  in  New  York,  dated 
Houston,  Fib i vary  28. 

Padre  Mufdon,  an  Irish  priest,  lor  many  years'  a 
resident  of  Mexico,  and  high  in  the  confidence  ol 
Santa  Ana,  airived  here  tins  morning  from  the  city 
of  Mexico,  via  Havana  ami  New  Orleans,  and  as  il 
is  supposed,  cm  a secret,  mission. 

Colonel  Bee,  present  secretary  of  state,  has  been 
appointed  minister  to  Mexico,  and  general  Dunlap, 
now  secretary  of  the  treasury,  minister  to  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

An  agent  of  the  French  government  has  arrived 
at  Galveston.  General  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina, 
recently  appointed  minister  by  this  government  to 
1 lie  office  of  loan  commissioner,  is  daily  expected 
from  tile  United  States. 

The  loan  of  one  million  of  dollars,  if  is  exppefed, 
has  been  effected  in  New  Orleans.  [N.  Y.  Gaz. 

From  Florida.  The  “News”  published  at  St. 
Augustine,  of  the  13lh  inst  contains  the  follow- 
ing: 

About  the  1st  inst.,  gen.  Taylor  shipped  250  In- 
dians, consisting  of  65  warriors,  women,  children  and 
negroes  westward.  The  women  were  veiy  reluc- 
tant to  go,  and  upbraided  the  men  with  cowardice, 
in  refusing  to  die  upon  their  native  soil.  The  ves- 
sel departed  amid  their  lamentations  and  taunts, 
and  reproaches  upon  the  conduct  ot  their  warriors. 

Anion*'  l he  negroes,  is  Abraham,  well  known  as  an 
interpret'd , and  a wily  and  treacherous  rascal. 

By  the  steamer  Ganiel,  capt.  Poinsett,  from  I lie 
southern  ports,  we  learn  tliaf  the  troops  are  all  well 
No  demonstrations  of  the  enemy  since  the  affair  of 
Miami—  lieu t.  Mackall  is  rapidly  recovei ing. 

Gen.  Taylor  has  secured  the  above  amount  of  In- 
dians with  but  little  noise — and  t heir  shipment  i-  (lie 
first  intelligence  received  by  us  of  even  their  cap- 
ture. 

The  above  Indiahs  have  arrived  at  Savannah,  Gro  , 
in  charge  of  capt.  Frather,  who  has  authority  to  for- 
ward them  to  the  west. 

More  Indian  troubles.  The  Mobile  Journal 
slip  of  the  IGtli  inst.  says:  -there  are  unpleasant  ru- 
mors in  town,  of  hostilities  among  t he  Indians  west 
ofthe  Mississippi.  The  Georgia  Creeks,  headed  by 
Mclnloah,  are  reported  to  lie  in  arms,  with  t lie  de- 
termination of  making  w r o;  on  another  tribe.  Ill- 
Usages,  we  think;  and  some  ol  tl-c  troops  ot  the 
United  States  Jiuve  been  despatched  from  fort  Gib- 


son to  tlie  scene  of  hostilities,  with  a view  of  pre- 
serving peace.  Tiie.se  acecounls  are  brought  dnrct 
from  that  country,  and  though  we  do  not  know  I!  at 
they  are  to  lie  implicitly  relied  upon,  they  are  credit- 
ed by  those  more  familiar  Ilian  we  are  with  tlie 
scene  of  acliou.” 


Seneca  Indians.  New  York,  March.  12.  Se- 
ven chiefs  of  their  tribe  headed  by  a \ enviable  old 
warrior  “Blacksmith”  successor  to  Red  Jacket, 
arrived  in  this  city  yeste'iday  from  Washington,  and 
at  12  o’clock  were  received  by  his  honor  tlie  mayor 
in  the  governor’s  room  at  12  o’clock.  The  u a’\or 
was  address'd  by  a cliiel  named  Jamieson  in 'the 
Indian  tongue,  which  was  interpret!  d into  decant 
and  flowing  English  by  tlie  interpreter,  a graduate 
from  Yale  College.  They  stall  d that  (lie  object  of 
their  visit  to  Washington  had  been  to  urge  upon  tlie 
president,  w ith  whom  they  had  had  an  iutm  iew, 
tlie  impropriety  of  driving  them  Irom  theii  lands, 
(such  a proposition  having  been  made  by  a senator 
liom  this  state. ) They  produced  documents  signed 
by  general  Washington,  guaranteeing  protection  lo 
them  anu  their  rights.  Also,  papers  signed  by  go- 
vernor Clinton  aid  other  govcrnois  to  the  same  cf- 
lect.  They  iteiated  protestations  of  friendship  for 
their  white  brethren,  t ut  spoke  pretty  positively 
about  not  leav  ing  their  old  hunting  grounds. 

The  mayor  made  a suitable  ieply,  and  after  par- 
taking of  some  refreshments,  tin  y retired  to  their 
lodgings  at  tlie  Western  hotel  in  Cortland t street. 

[ Courier. 


Cotton.  Tlie  “Savannah  Georgian”  contains 
tlie  following  statement  of’ the  quantity  ol  cotton  at 
tlie  places  named,  since  the  the  1st  ol'Oct.  1838: 


Savannah,  March  22 

1838. 

156,121 

1837. 

202.317 

South  Carolina,  March  15 

143,095 

392,246 

Mobile,  March  16 

212.434 

246,638 

New  Orleans,  March  15 

372,103 

455,030 

Florida,  Marcli  2 

53,302 

61.783 

North  Carolina,  March  2 

7.175 

11.346 

Virginia,  February  1 

11,500 

18,000 

955,730 

1.137.365 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  stock  of  cot- 


ton on  hand  in  the  respective  places  named. 
Savannah,  March  22  26.760  38 

South  Carolina,  March  15  46.442 

Mobile,  March  16  7!),7S3 

New  Orleans,  March  15  141,309 

Virginia,  February  1 3.000 

North  Carolina,  March  2 1,700 

Augusta&  Hamburg, Mar.  1 25,09 1 
Macon,  March  I 10  896 

Florida,  March  2 IS, 000 

Philadelphia.  March  7 1.237 

New  York,  March  6 70,000 


33,126 
44,220 
100,462 
130, 8<  2 
4.000 
3 8<  0 
24.797 
12.589 

15.000 
2,650 

19.000 


424, 2CS  395,446 


Great  cargo.  The  Mobil?  Journal  states  that 

the  British  ship  England  cleared  from  that  port  on 
the  Kith,  for  Liverpool,  with  three  thousand  bales  of 
cotton  under  deck.  Her  burden,  custom  house 
measure,  is  827  tons;  and  she  received  her  first 
cotton  on  tlie  7Hi  instant  The  total  weight  of  cot- 
ton was  1,353,414  pounds,  averaging  more  than  450 
pounds  to  the  bale,  and  costing  ft  1.95,863.  Her 
Freight  list  is  £4,165  6 4 sterling.  [ Bull.  Amdr. 


Free  bridges.  The  act  recently  parsed  by 
the  legislatuie  of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  tlie 
erection  of  free  bridges  over  the  Schuylkill,  au- 
thorises tlie  commissioners  ot  Philadelphia  county, 
lo  erect  a bridge  across  Schuylkill,  at  Mulberry 
( Arch)  street,  whenever  individuals  or  corporations 
shall  subscribe  one  third  of  its  cost;  land  lor  the 
site  of  its  abutments,  conveyed  in  fee  lo  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  for  that  purpose,  may  be  received  at 
fair  valuation,  as  part  of  tlie  subscription.  Tlie 
city  when  the  bridge  shall  have  been  completed,  is 
to  be  made  the  owmer  thereof,  and  it  is  to  remain 
forever  free  of  toll. 

Section  2,  makes  the  same  provision  for  a free 
bridge  at.  or  near  Callowhill  street,  by  the  same 
commissioners.  Tlie  bridge,  when  finished,  to  be 
the  property  ofthe  district  of  Spring  Garden. 

Sections  3 and  4,  provides  tor  obtaining  (lie 
ground  for  abutments,  and  tlie  manner  lor  contract- 
ing builders. 

Section  5,  authorises  the  county  commissioners 
to  purchase  the  permanent  bridge  for  $&0, 000;  pro- 
vided one-third  ofthat  sum  shall  be  contributed  by 
individuals  and  corporations.  Tlie  brid  t eo  tpa- 
ny  to  have  the  privilege  of  collecting  tolls  to  the 
amount  of  $30.00(1,  besides  the  $80,000  to  he  gi- 
ven by  the  county — or  receiving  (hat  sum  f ,7m 
some  other  source.  The  company,  however,  must 
make  known  its  willingness  lo  sell  on  or  before  tba 
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first  of  May,  1839.  The  property  of  the  bridge  to 
be  conveyed  to  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of 
Pbiladelph.a;  and  it  so  conveyed,  then  the  bridge 
at  Arch  street  is  not  to  be  built. 

Section  6,  authorises  the  Permanent  Bridge  com- 

Iiany,  when  they  have  sold  their  bridge,  to  sell  the 
ots  adjoining. 

Section  7,  authorises  the  county  commissioners, 
■with  the  consent  of  the  county  board,  to  make  ar- 
rangements with  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and 
Baltimore  rail  road  company,  to  free  the  bridge  at 
Gray’s  ferry.  The  corporation  of  Moyamensing  to 
look  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  covenant. 


Highland  clans.  The  following  is  an  alpha- 
betical list  of  all  the  known  clans  of  Scotland,  with 
a description  of  the  particular  badges  of  distinction 
worn  by  such  clan — and  which  served  as  the  dis- 
tinguishing mark  of  their  chiefs.  In  addition  to 
the  distinguishing  badge  of  his  clan,  a Highland 
chief  also  wore  two  eagle’s  feathers  in  his  bonnet: 


Names. 
Buchanan, 
Cameron, 
Campbell, 
Chisholm, 
Colquboun, 
Camming, 
Drummond, 
Farquharson, 
Ferguson, 
Forbes, 
Frazer, 
Gordon, 
Graham, 
Grant, 

Gunn, 

Lamot, 

McAllister, 

McDonald, 

McDonnell, 

McDougall, 

McFarlane, 

McGregor, 

McIntosh, 

McKay, 

McKenzie, 

McKinnon, 

McLachian, 

McLean, 

McLeod, 

McNab, 

McNeil, 

McPherson, 

McQuarrie, 

McRae, 

M u n ro, 

Menzies, 

Murray, 

Ogilvie, 

Oliphant, 

Robertson, 

Rose, 

Ross, 

Sinclair, 

Stewart, 

Sutherland, 


Badges. 

Birch. 

Oak. 

Myrtle. 

Alder. 

Hazle. 

Common  sallow. 
Holly. 

Purple  foxglove. 
Poplar. 

Broom. 

Yew. 

Ivy. 

Laurel. 

Cranberry  heath. 
Rosewort. 

Crab  apple  tree. 

Five  leaved  heath. 
Bell  heath. 

Mountain  heath. 
Cypress. 

Cloud  berry  bush. 
Pine. 

Boxwood. 

Bull  rush. 

Deer  grass. 

St.  John’s  wort. 
Mountain  ash. 
Blackberry  heath. 
Red  whortleberries. 
Rose  buekberries. 
Sea  ware. 

Variegated  boxwood. 
Black  thorn. 

Fir  club  moss. 
Eagle’s  feathers. 
Ash. 

J uni  per. 

Hawthorn. 

The  great  maple. 
Fern,  or  brechins. 
Brier  rose. 

Bear  berries. 

Clover. 

Thistle. 

Cat’s  tail  grass. 


Names  of  places.  The  Boston  Mercantile 
Journal  has  always  manifested  a proper  indignation 
for  tne  scandalous  taste  or  rather  want  of  taste,  in  na- 
ming places  in  this  country,  and  the  last  number  of 
that  p per,  after  making  some  very  sensible  remarks 
upon  the  subject,  makes  the  following  enumeration 
of  names,  taken  merely  from  a glance  at  the  index  of 
Mitchell’s  map  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a very 
choice  assortment,  to  be  sure,  but  exceedingly  mea- 
gre and  imperfect.  Here  it  is: 

B -an  Blossom,  Bloody  Run,  Boggs,  Bono,  Bon  Pas, 
Funks  town,  Paint,  4 towns,  Pumpkin  town.  Scuffle 
town.  2 towns.  Trap,  4towns,  Whiskey  Run,  Sugar 
creek,  13  towns,  Sugar  Loaf,  3 towns.  Plumb,  2 
towns,  Peepee,  Bebble,  Oil,  Olive,  4 towns,  Olive 
Green,  One  Leg,  North  East,  4 towns,  Newstown, 
Moon,  6 towns,  Modestown,  Metal,  Mary  Ann, 
Mary  Ellen,  Logtown,  Long-a-coming,  Frogtown. 

We  could  find  fifty  other  names  from  memory 
quite  as  pretty  and  as  poetical.  Our  contemporary 
must  have  overlooked  Slingtail,  Shirt  Tail  Bend, 
Troulesome  Old  Iron  Works,  Hog’s  Calamity,  Burst 
up.  Blatherskite,  Tumbleburgh,  Whiskeysokerania. 
Bumble  Bee,  Snakehampton,  Blarneyville,  Chaw 
Tobaccer,  Hot  Potater  town,  Diimplingtonia,  Stc. 

[N.  Y.  Gazette. 


. FROM  EUROPE. 

The  following  items  of  news  were  received 
by  the  Pocahontas  whose  arrival  we  noticed  in  the 
last  “Register.” 

House  of  lords , Feb.  28.  It  will  be  seen  by  the 
subjoined  report  of  what  took  place  this  evening  in 


the  house  of  lords,  that  lord  Glenelg  has  resigned 
his  office  of  colonial  secretary. 

The  lord  chancellor  announced  to  their  lordships 
that  the  address  of  the  house  had  been  presented  to 
her  majesty,  and  that  her  majesty  had  been  pleased 
to  return  the  following  gracious  reply. 

“My  lords,  1 thank  you  for  your  loyal  and  dutiful 
address.  Relying  entirely  upon  your  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  I can  have  no  highdr  satisfaction  than 
in  finding  myself  supported  by  your  agreement  and 
concurrence.” 

Lord  Glenelg  begged  to  intorm  their  lordships 
that  he  had  sent  in  his  resignation  of  the  office  he 
had  the  honor  to  hold,  and  that  her  majesty  had 
been  pleased  to  accept  it.  His  motive  for  taking 
this  step  was,  that  some  arrangements  were  about 
to  be  made  to  w’hich  he  could  not  consent. 

Canada  Lord  Durham  begged  to  ask  the  noble 
viscount  when  he  would  lay  the  report  and  papers 
relating  to  Canada  before  the  house.  Lord  Mel- 
bourne was  totally  at  a loss  to  account  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  noble  lord’s  report  on  the  state  of 
our  North  American  colonies  in  a morning  news- 
paper. He  should  lay  the  papers  on  the  table  of 
the  house  on  Monday  next. 

House  of  commons,  Feb.  8.  Corn  laws.  Mr. 
Wallace  presented  a petition  praying  for  a repeal 
of  the  corn  laws.  Petitions  for  the  repeal,  ana 
against  any  alteiation  of  the  corn  laws,  were  also 
presented  by  other  honorable  members. 

Canada.  In  answer  to  a question  from  Mr. 
Leader,  relating  to  Canada,  lord  John  Russell  said 
that  he  felt  greatly  astonished  at  lord  Durham’s  re- 
port appearing  in  a morning  paper.  He  hopes  to  be 
able  to  lay  the  report  before  the  house  on  Friday. 

Lord  Durham's  outfit.  Col.  Sibthorpe  gave  no- 
tice that  on  the  21st  instant  he  should  move  for  a 
return,  and  take  the  sense  of  the  house  upon  it,  of 
the  expenses  of  lord  Durham’s  outfit  as  governor 
general  of  Canada,  and  of  the  salaries  received  by 
himself  and  his  officers. 

The  last  quarterly  account  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land, is  dated  Feb.  7th,  and  shows 
liabilities. 

Circulation,  £18,252,000 

Deposites,  10,209,000 


Securities, 

Bullion, 


£28,521,000 

ASSETS. 

£22,157,000 

8,919,000 


£31,076,000 

Liverpool,  Feb.  9.  Cotton  market.  The  market 
has  been  very  steady,  and  fair  amount  of  business 
going  on  throughout  this  week,  which  closes  with- 
out alteration  from  last  week’s  quotations  of  Ameri- 
can cotton.  The  sales  of  the  week  amount  to 
20,700  bales,  including  6,500  American  and  450 
Caithagenian  on  speculation. 

Bales. 

Computed  stock  on  hand,  Feb.  8,  1839,  232,500 

Same  period,  1838,  169,900 


Increase,  62,600 

The  corn  market  had  rather  improved.  Sales  of 
foreign  and  Irish  wheat  in  some  instances;  were 
made  at  Id.  to  2d.  per  bushel  above  the  rates  that 
could  have  been  obtained  on  Tuesday. 

Money  continues  abundant  both  in  the  city  and 
on  the  stock  exchange.  A reduction  in  funds  has 
taken  place  in  consequence  of  the  agitation  of  the 
subject  of  the  corn  laws.  Fears  are  entertained  of 
acts  leading  to  strong  demonstrations  on  the  part  of 
the  ppople  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  by  which 
the  public  tranquillity  might  be  endangered. 

Later  news.  The  packet  ship  Siddons,  captain 
Britton,  has  arrived  at  New  York,  and  furnished 
the  editors  of  the  American  with  full  files  of  Eng- 
lish papers  to  the  dates  of  Saturday,  February  16lh, 
from  London,  and  Monday  the  18th,  from  Liver- 
pool. One  of  the  topics  of  engrossing  interest  in 
the  political  circles,  is  the  report  and  correspondence 
of  lord  Durham,  on  Canadian  affairs.  Some  changes 
in  the  cabinet  have  taken  place;  others  are  ru- 
mored. 

The  marquis  of  Normandy,  the  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  has  accepted  the  post  of  colonial  secre- 
tary, in  the  place  of  Lord  Glenelg.  Lord  Claren- 
don is  named  as  likely  to  succeed  him  as  viceroy. 
It  is  also  said  that  sirGeorge  Grey  quits  the  under 
secretaryship  for  the  colonies,  and  that  Mr.  George 
Buller  takes  his  place.  This  is  thought  an  indica- 
tion that  lord  Durham's  Canadian  policy  will  be  re- 
ceived into  favor. 

Lord  Durham’s  report  has  alarmed  and  provoked 
the  tory  lords.  It  was  laid  on  their  table  by  lord 
Melbourne  on  Monday;  and  immediately  a battery 
was  opened  upon  the  reporter  by  lords  Wharncliffe, 
Wicklow  and  Westmeath.  With  perfect  compo- 


sure lord  Durham  received  and  repelled  the  attacks. 
He  was  baited,  but  his  assailants  were  gored.  He 
offered  himself,  he  said,  to  their  personalities;  but 
when  these  things  should  at  last  be  exhausted  and 
come  to  an  end,  he  begged  that  attention  might  at 
length  be  turned  to  the  “great  and  important  ques- 
tion, and  the  mighty  interests  involved  in  it,  with- 
out any  admixture  of  low',  petty  and  personal 
feelings.” 

Cotton  had  fallen  very  slightly,  in  some  instances. 

There  had  been  a run  upon  the  Cork  banks,  par- 
ticularly upon  the  National  bank,  (O’Connell’s). 
Applications  have  been  made  to  relieve  turnpike 
companies,  and  to  take  of!'  the  tax  on  post  horses. 
The  rail  roads  have  almost  mined  all  concerned  in 
this  property.  A man  must  now  travel  two  or 
three  hundred  milps  a day,  or  not  at  all.  A turn- 
pike income  of  200/.  had  been  cut  down  lo  40/. 

A report  was  current  in  London,  that  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  of  Pennsylvania,  had  been 
speculating  largely  in  cotton  in  South  America. — 
60,000/.  worth  is  said  to  have  been  insured,  on  con- 
signments, to  Humphreys  & Biddle,  at  Liverpool. 
In  the  East  Indies,  also,  the  same  operations  are 
said  to  be  going  on. 

In  the  house  of  lords,  on  the  15th  of  February, 
a motion  was  made  to  inquire  into  the  present  state 
of  the  navy  of  England.  Lords  Hardwioke  and 
Minto  asserted  that  French  ships  were  better  built 
than  their  own.  Numerous  petitions  are  presented 
in  support  of  the  existing  corn  laws. 

The  duke  of  Buckingham,  with  a deputation  of 
land  owners  and  farmers,  waited  on  lord  Melbourne 
on  Thursday,  to  ascertain  His  lordship’s  intention 
with  regard  to  the  corn  laws.  According  to  the 
Morning  Herald,  lord  Melbourne  stated  that  “he 
was  decidedly  opposed  to  any  changes  unlpss  their 
benefit  should  be  satisfactorily  proved;  and  that  he 
had  not  seen  any  thing  to  cause  him  to  change  the 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  present  corn  laws, 
which  he  had  expressed  in  his  place  in  parliament 
in  last  July.” 

London,  -February  16.  The  funds  presented  a 
firmer  appearance  to-day,  with  a slight  improve- 
ment in  the  quotations.  Consols  were  92  3-4  to 
7-8  for  money  and  the  account.  Bank  stock,  205 
to  1-2;  India  stock,  253  1-2  to  4 1-2;  exchequer 
bills,  63s  td  65s;  India  bonds,  61s  to  63s  premium. 

Railway  shares  remain  without  material  varia- 
tion. 

February  16,  (evening).  The  stock  market  is 
looking  firm  again  this  morning,  arid  a fair  business 
has  been  done.  Consols  for  the  account  have  ob- 
tained 92  7-8  to  93.  and  for  money  92  3-4  93. 

Accounts  from  India  mention,  that  lord  Auck- 
land had  had  an  interview'  with  Runjeet  Sing;  who 
adheres  firmly  to  the  English  alliance.  Orders  had 
been  sent  to  Madras  from  Calcutta  to  employ  a 
large  force  for  Burtnah.  It  was  rumored  that  the 
rulers  of  Seinde  were  preparing  to  oppose  the  pro- 
gress of  the  British  troops  towards  Afghanistan. 
Sir  Henry  Fane  had  retired  from  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  forces  in  India.  [Spectator. 

From  France.  By  the  packet  ship  Ville  de  I.yon, 
caplairi  Stoddard,  the  editors  of  the  American  have 
received  Paris  papers  also  to  the  16th  of  February. 

The  stock  market  had  been  very  brisk  on  the 
15th,  and  French  securities  much  in  demand.  Fives 
had  advanced  25c  for  cash.  Belgian-threes  40c. 
Bi-lgian  fives  are  unvaried.  Bank  of  Belgium  shares, 
no  quotation. 

An  article  in  a Rouen  paper  states,  that  letters 
put  in  the  post  by  Guizot,  and  other  members  of 
the  opposition,  had  not  found  their  destination,  and 
that  other  letters  had  their  seals  broken.  This  is 
declared  a calumny. 

Marshal  Valee  was  ssid  to  have  arrived  at  Tou- 
lon, on  his  way  to  assume  the  functions  of  minister 
of  war. 

The  Journal  du  Havre  contains  a letter  from  the 
minister  of  public  works  to  the  French  chamber  of 
commerce,  which  »tates.  that  information  had  been 
received  from  admiral  Baudin,  of  the  fitting  out  of 
privateers  by  the  Mexicans.  The  ministerof  ma- 
rine, he  states  will  take  measures  for  the  protection 
of  the  French  commerce  by  the  organization  of  con- 
voys, to  protect  trade  between  France  and  America. 
Private  letters  received  in  England  mention,  that 
accounts  from  the  Havana  stated  that  several 
ships,  and  f heir  masters  and  crew's,  formerly  engag- 
ed iri  the  slave  trade  were  about  to  be  employed 
as  privateers  with  Mexican  letters  pf  marque. 

Captain  Casey,  commander  of  of  the  Hercvle  late- 
ly in  our  country,  has  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
admiral. 

The  Brussels  papers  of  the  14th  contain  accounts 
ofthe  forw'arding  of  ammunition  and  military  stores 
to  the  army,  but  state  that  peace  is  not  likely  to  be 
interrupted. 

It  is  said  that  the  withdrawal  ofthe  Austrian  and 
Prussian  ministers  from  Brussels,  on  account  of  the 
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promotion  of  Skrzynecki,  was  not  approved  of  l>y 
the  other  ministers  resident.  A letter  from  An- 
twerp says,  that  the  Dutch  have  increased  the  num- 
ber of  gun-boats  at  the  mouth  of  the  Scheldt. 

The  average  price  of  wheat  in  the  Belgian  mar- 
kets, lias  fallen  from  24fr.  39c.  to  24l'r.  18c.  per 
hectolitre.  The  supply  continues  abundant. 

The  Belgian  journals  of  the  13th  stated,  most  of 
them,  that  king  Leopold,  had  sent  orders  to  M.  Van 
de  Weyer  to  sign  the  treaty  of  London  on  the  15th 
at  latest,  after  having  struggled  as  far  as  possible  to 
ameliorate  the  conditions  relative  to  the  Scheldt. 
If  the  Belgian  diplomatist  signs  on  the  15th,  there 
will  be  just  time  for  the  treaty  to  arrive  in  Brussels 
on  the  day  spoken  of  for  the  re-opening  of  the 
chamber.  The  activity  of  the  Belgian  Bourse  was 
according  to  the  Commerce  Beige  unexampled. 

A letter  from  the  Hague,  February  12,  states  that 
our  government,  as  well  as  that  at  Brussels,  has 
receive  a note  from  Great  Britain,  in  which  it  is 
intimated  that  in  order  to  prevent  any  encounters 
between  the  Dutch  and  Belgian  troops,  it  is  desira- 
ble that  the  military  force  on  both  sides  should 
make  a retrograde  movement.  To  this  it  has  been 
replied  that  even  before  the  receipt  of  this  note  the 
Dutch  troops  had  withdrawn  to  a considerable  dis- 
tance from  the  Belgian  frontier. 

The  village  of  Simplon  was  visited  with  a storm 
on  the  21st  January,  which  unroofed  houses,  tore 
up  trees  by  the  roots,  and  set  the  church  bells  a 
ringing. 

Spain.  The  London  Times  of  the  16th  states 
that  they  had  received  Madrid  journals  and  letters 
of  Ihe  7ih  instant. 

The  Chamber  of  deputies  was  occupied  on  that 
day  with  the  charge  of  peculation  brought  by  gene- 
ral Seoane  against  count  Toreno. 

The  Eco  del  Comercio  states  that  the  government 
contemplated  taking  away  the  horses  of  the  cavalry 
and  artillery  of  the  national  guard  of  Madrid,  for 
the  use  of  the  army. 

The  Carlist  captain  Nabaze,  one  of  the  Cure 
Merino’s  lieutenants,  in  Castile,  had  been  made 
prisoner  at  Roa,  with  several  of  his  men. 

Advices  from  Bayonne  of  the  11th  instant  state, 
that  the  belligerent  parties  in  the  north  of  the  pe- 
ninsula appeared  to  be  preparing  for  the  spring 
campaign. 

Madrid  papers  of  the  8th  state  that  if  was  feared 
the  tariif  question  would  be  discussed  with  England 
for  a long  time.  The  British  ambassador  was  not 
pleased  with  the  delay.  General  Narvaez  was  still 
at  Gibraltar.  He  justifies  his  flight  to  that  asylum, 
stating  that  justice  was  riot  to  be  had  in  Spain. 
Vasquez  Povadura,  a Carlist  chief,  had  been  exe- 
cuted by  virtue  of  a special  order  from  Madrid. 
Don  Carlos  and  his  court  arrived  on  the  7th  at 
Bergara.  He  is  about  making  a tour  of  inspection 
through  the  north  of  Spain. 


THE  ANTI-DUELLING  LAW. 

AN  ACT  to  prohibit  the -giving  or  accepting,  w'ithin 

the  District  of  Columbia,  of  a challenge  to  fight  a duel, 

and  for  the  punishment  ihereof. 

Be  it  enacted , &[c.  That  if  any  person  shall,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  challenge  another  to  fight  a duel,  or 
shall  send  r deliver  any  written  or  verbal  message, 
purporting  or  intended  to  be.  such  challenge,  or  shall 
accept  any  such  challenge  or  message,  or  shall  know- 
ingly carry  or  deliver  any  such  challenge  or  message,  or 
shall  knowingly  carry  or  deliver  an  acceptance  of  such 
challenge  or  message  to  fight  a duel,  in  or  out  of  the  said 
District,  and  such  duel  shall  be  foughtin  or  out  of  the  said 
District,  and  eidier  of  the  parties  thereto  shall  be  slain  or 
mortally  wounded  in  such  duel,  the  surviving  party  to 
such  duel,  and  every  person  carrying  or  delivering  such 
challenge  or  message,  or  acceptance  of  such  challenge 
or  message  as  aforesaid,  and  all  others  aiding  or  abetting 
therein,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and,  upon  con- 
viction thereof  in  any  court  competent  to  the  trial  there- 
of in  the  said  District,  shall  be  punished  by  imprison- 
ment and  confinement  to  hard  labor  in  the  penitemiary 
for  a term  not  exceeding  ten  years,  in  the  discretion  of 
the  court 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  if  any  person 
shall  give  or  send,  or  cause  to  be  given  or  sent,  to  any 
person  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  any  challenge  to 
fight  a duel,  or  to  engage  in  single  combat  with  any 
deadly  or  dangerous  instrument  or  weapon  whatever, 
or  if  any  person  in  said  District  shall  accept  any  chal- 
lenge to  fight  a duel,  or  to  engage  in  single  combat  with 
any  deadly  or  dangerous  instrument  or  weapon  what- 
ever, or  shall  be  the  bearer  of  any  such  challenge,  every 
person  so  giving  or  sending,  or  causing  to  be  given  or 
sent,  or  accepting  such  challenge,  or  being  the  bearer 
thereof,  and  every  person  aiding  or  abetting  in  the  giv- 
ing, sending,  or  acceptingsuch  challenge,  shall  be  deem- 
ed guilty  of  a high  crime  and  misdemeanor,  and,  on 
conviction  thereof  in  any  court  competent  to  try  the 
same  in  the  said  District,  shall  he  punished  by  impri- 
sonment and  confinement  to  hard  labor  in  the  peniten- 
tiary for  a term  not  exceeding  five  years,  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  court. 


Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  if  any  person 
shall  assault,  siriite,  beat,  or  wound,  or  cause  to  be  as- 
saulted, stricken,  beaten,  or  wounded,  any  person  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  for  declining  or  refusing  to 
accept  any  challenge  to  fight  a duel,  or  to  engage  in 
single  combat  with  any  deadly  or  dangerous  instru- 
ment or  weapon  whatever,  or  shall  post  or  publish,  or 
cause  to  be  posted  or  published,  any  writing  charging 
any  such  person  so  declining  or  refusing  to  accept  any 
such  challenge  to  be  a coward,  or  using  anyother  oppro- 
brious or  injurious  language  therein,  tending  to  degrade 
and  disgrace  such  person  for  so  declining  or  refusing 
such  challenge,  every  person  so  offending,  on  convic- 
tion thereof  in  any  court  competent  to  the  trial  thereof, 
in  the  said  District,  shall  be  punished  by  confinement 
io  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary  for  a term  not  exceed- 
ing three  years,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  person 
or  persons,  for. the  purpose  of  evading  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  leave  the  D. strict  of  Columbia,  by  pre- 
vious arrangement  or  concert  within  the  same,  with  in- 
'ent  to  give  or  receive  any  such  challenge  without  said 
District,  and  shall  give  or  receive  any  such  challenge 
accordingly,  the  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall 
be  deemed  guiliy  of  a misdemeanor,  and  be  subject  to 
the  some  penalties  as  if  such  challenge  had  been  given 
and  received  within  sa;d  District. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  etLacled , That  every  offender 
may  plead  a former  conviction  or  acquittal  for  the  same 
offence  in  any  state  or  country  ; and  the  same  being 
established,  shall  t^e  a bar  to  any  further  proceedings 
against  such  person  under  the  next  preceding  section 
of  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person 
offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  act  may  be  a 
competent  witness  against  any  other  person  offending 
in  the  same  transaction,  and  may,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court,  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  before  any 
grand  jury,  or  on  any  trial  in  court : but  the  person  so 
testifying  shall  not  thereafter  be  liable  to  prosecution  for 
the  same  matter,  nor  shall  the  testimony  so  given  be 
used  against  him  in  any  case  whatsoever. 

Sec.  7 Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  addition  to 
the  oath  now  prescribed  by  law  to  be  administered  to 
the  grand  jury  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  they  shall 
be  sworn  faithfully  and  impartially  to  inquire  into,  and 
true  presentment  make  of,  all  offences  against  this  act. 

Approved,  February  20,  1839. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  POSTMASTER 
GENERAL. 

From  the  Intelligencer  of  tlie  21s/  inst. 

We  mentioned,  in  our  paper  of  T uesday  last,  the 
reception  of  a letter  by  the  editors  from  the  post- 
master general,  the  essential  points  of  which  we 
briefly  .stated,  declining  to  publish  the  letter  entire, 
for  reasons  which  were  sufficient  for  our  own  go- 
vernment. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  of  that  publication,  we 
received  from  the  postmaster  general  a note,  re- 
questing the  return  to  him  of  his  communication, 
on  the  ground  of  our  having  declined  permitting 
him  to  reply  through  our  columns  to  “gross  mis- 
representations affecting  his  public  conduct”  pro- 
mulgated through  those  columns. 

We  complied  with  the  request  of  the  postmaster 
general  by  returning  to  him  forth  with  his  commu- 
nication, informing  him  that  we  had  declined  pub- 
lishing it  because  it  contained  gross,  and.  in  our 
opinion,  unmeritted  reflections  on  a committee  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  on  members  of 
that  body  individually;  and  stating  that,  so  far  from 
refusing  him  an  opportunity  to  defend  himself,  we 
had  extracted  and  published  all  that  part  of  his  let- 
ter that  was  purely  defensive. 

We  supposed  that  our  correspondence  with  the 
postmaster  general  had  here  closed  We  received 
from  him,  however,  the  same  evening,  another  let- 
ter, to  the  effect  that,  learning  from  our  note  of  that 
date  that  we  did  not  refuse  to  let  him  defend  him- 
self through  our  paper,  and  not  deeming  the  defence 
made  by  the  few  extracts  from  his  letter  adequate 
to  the  occasion,  he  had  “carefully  struck  out  of  that 
letter  all  that  appeared,  by  any  construction,  how- 
ever enlarged,  to  come  within  Ihe  scope  of  our  ob- 
jections,” and  so  returned  it  to  us  in  the  hope  that 
it  might  find  admission  into  our  columns. 

Finding  that,  in  fact,  the  most  exceptionable 
parts  of  the  letter  have  been  striken  out,  our  objec- 
tions to  its  insertion  in  our  columns  are  so  far  obvi- 
ated, that  we  yield  to  the  request  of  the  postmaster 
general,  and  give  to  his  letter  the  place  it  occupies 
iu  our  paper  of  to-day. 

To  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer: 

Gentlemen:  The  sketch  of  a debate  in  the  house 
of  representative,  on  the  28th  of  February  last,  re- 
ported in  your  paper  of  the  16lh  inst.  contains  mis- 
representations affecting  my  public  character, 
which  I ask  the  privilege  of  correcting  through 
the  same  columns  which  had  given  them  circula- 
tion. 

The  following  extract  contains  the  allegations 
referred  to,  viz: 


Mr.  Graves  would  state  for  the  benefit  of  the 
gentlemen  from  New  York  (Mr.  Bronson)  another 
tact,  going  to  show  what  use  was  made  of  these 
office- holders,  and  of  what  sort  of  material  they 
were  sometimes  composed.  A man  by  the  name 
of  Smith,  who  had  fled  from  Bristol  county  jail,  in 
Massachusetts,  under  indictment  as  a counterfeiter, 
came  into  the  state  of  New  York,  and  was  appoint- 
ed a postmaster  at  a town  in  the  district  belonging 
to  a member  of  this  house,  (Mr.  Foster).  The 
character  of  the  man  was  so  bad,  and  his  felony 
so  notorious,  that  whenever  counterfeit  money  was 
circulated  in  that  neighborhood,  public  suspicion 
was  always  attracted  towards  the  postmaster  as 
having  had  some  hand  in  the  business.  These  facts 
had  been  fully  represented  to  the  head  of  the  post 
office  department,  but,  because  he  was  an  active 
and  determined  partisan,  every  effort  to  remove  him 
had  been  unsuccessful. 

Mr.  Graves  presumed,  as  a matter  of  course,  that 
he  had  been  appointed  by  the  late  or  the  present 
administration.  The  appointment  had  been  made 
three  or  four  years  ago,  and  Mr.  G.  had  quoted  it^ 
as  one  instance,  to  show  that  men  were  not  appoint- 
ed for  their  merit,  their  good  character,  or  their  ca- 
pacity to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office;  but  that 
the  greatest  “scamps”  were  appointed  and  retain- 
ed, if  they  could  subserve  the  political  purposes  of 
party. 

Mr.  Briggs.  I ask  the  gentlemen  from  New 
York  whether  he  denies  the  truth  of  the  statement? 
If  he  does,  I call  upon  my  colleague  over  the  way 
to  state  the  facts,  and  to  show  that  the  department 
does  know  the  character  of  this  man,  has  been 
fully  informed  of  the  facts,  and  still  keeps  him  in 
office.  A wretch  who  was  guilty  of  forgery  and 
counterfeiting,  and  who  escaped  the  fangs  of  the 
law  only  by  turning  state’s  evidence. 

Here  are  two  serious  charges: 

1.  That  I retain  in  office  as  postmaster  “a  wretch 
who  was  guilty  of  forgery  and  counterfeiting,  and 
who  escaped  the  fangs  of  the  law  only  by  turning 
state’s  evidence,”  although  I have  been  “fully  in- 
formed of  the  facts,”  and  “knew  the  character  of 
the  man.” 

2.  That  my  reason  for  retaining  such  a villain  is, 
that  he  is  “an  active  and  determined  partisan.” 

These  charges  appear  to  have  been  made  on  the 
28th  day  of  February  last.  Lucias  D.  Smith,  post- 
master at  New  London,  Oneida  county,  New  York, 
the  individual  referred  to,  was  removed  from  office 
on  the  21st  day  of  January  last,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  successor  was  officially  announced  in 
the  Globe  on  the  first  of  February  last.  He  had, 
therefore,  been  lemoved  more  than  a month  when 
these  charges  were  uttered  on  the  floor  of  the  house. 
This  Messrs.  Graves  and  Briggs  had  the  means  of 
knowing  as  well  by  the  official  publication  as  by 
asking  a single  question  at  the  department. 

Moreover,  this  man  was  removed  upon  the  in- 
stant on  the  first  presentation  of  the  case  to  me. 
This  also  Messrs.  Graves  and  Briggs  might  have 
ascertained. 

The  origin  of  the  charge  is  probably  this: 

In  December,  1836,  the  files  of  the  appointment 
office  were  destroyed  by  the  fire  which  consumed 
the  post  office  building.  On  those  files  were  pro- 
bably papers  then  recently  received,  giving  the 
character  of  Smith,  and  their  destruction  saved  him 
from  removal  at  that  time.  Mr.  Graves  had  pro- 
bably heard  of  those  papers,  and  uttered  the  injuri- 
ous charges  which  have  now  found  their  way  to 
the  public  without  inquiring  into  their  truth. 

Mr  Graves  says  that  Smith  was  not  removed, 
because  he  was  “an  active  and  determined  parti- 
san.” If  Mr.  Graves  knows  this  man’s  politics,  he 
knows  more  than  I do.  They  do  not  appear  in  the 
case,  and,  it  is  believed,  never  did.  His  office 
yielded  him  not  more  than  $60  per  annum.  If  this 
sum  paid  him  for  taking  care  of  the  office  and  for 
political  services  also,  they  were  cheap,  indeed! 
Their  importance  may  be  appreciated  from  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Grant,  one  of  the  representatives  from  the 
district  in  which  he  lived,  knew  nothing  of  him  or 
his  case. 

Mr.  Graves  says  “the  character  of  the  man  was 
so  bad,  and  his  felony  so  notorious,  that  whenever 
counterfeit  money  was  circulated  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, public  suspicion  was  always  directed  to  the 
postmaster  as  having  some  hand  in  Ihe  business.” 
And  does  any  man  really  believe  the  administra- 
tion expected  to  gain  strength  in  that  neighborhood 
by  keeping  such  a man  in  office?  When  counter- 
feiters of  money  become  favorites  with  the  people, 
then  may  the  uncharitable  conclude  that  they  will 
be  protected  in  office  by  the  administration. 

Equally  baseless  is  the  charge  or  insinuation 
from  the  same  source  that  the  clerks  or  any  olhers 
holding  office  in  or  untler  the  post  office  department 
are  taxed  for  political  purposes,  as  the  condition 
on  which  they  are  permitted  to  remain  in  office.  So 
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far  s rt  gaols  myself.  I know,  ami,  so  tar  as  regards  1 
tvwe  acting  i'ui'1  r m -,  I believe,  lii.it  no  suggestion  j 
of  su  i a e 'uinbuiiuii,  voluntary  or  iiivoliiniury,  | 
h i3  made  by  a superior  lo  ail  inferior,  directly 
or  indirect. y,  throughout  the  vast  ramification?  of 
this  department.  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Post  office  department,  March  18,  1839. 


NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

The  (bilqwitig  is  the  message  of  governor  Fairfield 
alluded  to  in  the  last  “Register.” 

governor’s  message. 

Augusta,  Tuesday,  March  12. 

This  day,  at  eleven  o’clock,  t lie  governor  cominu- 
nic  i ted  tii"  following  message  to  the  legislature. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives: 

1 hsivwitn  lay  belore  you  certain  documents  that 
have  been  transmitted  lo  me  by  the  lion.  John  For- 
syth, secretary  o(  slate,  to  wit:  Message  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Slates,  transmitted  lo  congress 
on  the  26th  of  February — letter  from  Mr.  Fox,  the 
Brirish  minister,  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  under  date  of  23d 
* of  t i - same  month — and  the  reply  of  the  latter  on 
the  21th — letter  of  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Forsyth  of  the 
21th  ultimo — n 1 moral  id  urn  of  an  agreement  between 
Mr.  F ix  and  Mr.  Forsyth  ol  the  same  date — anil  Iwo 
letters  front  Mr.  Fmsylh  to  the  governor  of  this  stale, 
un  ler  dates  of  2(ith  and  27tl>  ultimo. 

By  the  agreement  referred  to,  it  Will  be  perceived, 
that,  Mr  Fox  and  Forsyth,  without  claiming  to  act 
Willi  authorin',  have  recommended  that  “her  majes- 
ty’s forces  will  not  seek  to  expel  by  military  force 
the  armed  parly  which  lias  been  sent  by  Maine  into 
the  district  bordering  on  the  Aroostook  river;  but 
the  government  of  Maine  will  voluntarily,  and  with- 
out uuuecess iry  delay,  withdraw  b’yond  die  bounds 
of  the  disputed  territory  any  armed  force  now  within 
them:  and  that  if  future  necessity  should  arise  lor 
clis-j  'I'siug  notoious  trespassers,  or  protecting  public 
property  from  depredations  by  armed  force,  the  ope- 
ration sliml  be  con  1 noted  by  concert,  jointly  or  sepa- 
rately, according  to  agreement  between  the  govern- 
ments of  Maine  am!  N.-w  Brunswick.”  Tins,  it  is 
said,  is  recommend  d to  the  governments  of  Maine 
an  I New  Brunswick,  “to  regulate  their  future  pro- 
ceedings acconling  to  the  terms  hereinbefore  set 
forth,  until  the  final  settlement  of  (lie  territorial  dis- 
pute, or  u.ulil  the  governments  ol  the  United  States 
an  ' Great  Britain  shall  come  to  some  definite  con- 
clu-wm  on  f he  suboidinate  points  upon  which  they 
are  iuw  at  issu-*,”  lo  wit:  the  right  of  temporary 
jurisdiction  and  possession  of  the  disputed  territory. 

The  important  question  now  presented,  is  whether 
the  state  of  Maine  will  assent  to  the  agreement  or 
not.  Deeming  i'  a question  beyond  my  legitimate 
province  to  decide,  1 communicate  the  papers  relat- 
ing to  it,  and  ask  for  instructions;  with  a determi- 
nation, so  far  as  .1  may  be  able,  to  carry  into  effect, 
your  decision,  whatever  it  may  be. 

As  I do  not  wish,  however,  to  shun  any  portion  of 
the  responsibility  fairly  devolving  upon  me,  I will 
proceed,  as  briefly  as  I can,  to  give  my  opinion  in 
t!ie  case  presented,  and  the  reasons  upon  winch  it  is 
founded. 

Shall  we  then,  in  accordance  with  the  agreement, 
withdraw  our  forces  from  the  disputed  territory,  and 
leave  alt  future  operations  against  trespassers  lo  be 
conducted  by  concert  and  agreement  with  tile  pro- 
vincial government? 

In  determining  this  question,  your  attention  wil: 
natnraliy.be  directed  to  the  original  design  and  ob- 
ject of  the  movement  on  your  part — the  extent  to 
which  that  object  lias  been  accomplished— ryour  con- 
stitutional power  and  right  to  adopt  the  course  hith- 
erto pursued — and  the  expediency  of  continuing  (o 
exercise  that  right. 

Tlie  object  in  the  first  place,  was,  to  protect  public 
property.  The  territory  bordering  upon  the  Aroos- 
took river,  in  many  respects  the  fairest  portion  o! 
Maine,  particularly  in  the  noble  forests  of  timber, 
and  in  the  extraordinary -fertility  of  soil,  lias  long 
been  Hie  scene  of  very  extensive  and  wanton  depre- 
dations, principal!)'  on  the  part  ot  persons  resident 
in,  if  not  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick. Tiie  circumstances  in  regard  to  the  extraor- 
dinary depredations  committed  this  winter,  by  a band 
of  armed  and  desperate  men— tile  course  you  took 
to  arrest  them — the  seizure  and  imprisonment  of  the 
lan  1 agent  and  hist  assistants  — l need  not  detail,  as 
they  are  already  familiar  to  you.  This  proceeding 
on  our  part,  was  denounced  by  the  lieutenant  go 
vernor  of  New  Brunswick  as  an  invasion  of  that 
province  and  a military  occupation  of  the  territory 
threatened,  as  also  a forcible  expulsion  of  our  agents 
if  they  should  not  immediately  retire.  Instead,  how- 
ever, of  pormiking  them  to  retire,  you  sent  wliaf  was 
deemed  a sufficient  military  force  to  sustain  them, 
and  also  to  repel  any  invasion  of  our  soil  that  should 
be  attempted. 

This  1 believed  to  be  a succinct  and  unvarnished 
statement  of  your  object,  and  the  method  pursued  to 


effect  it.  Has  that  object  been  accomplished?  If  I 
liaye  a light  ippndu  nsion  of  the  facts,  I must  say  in 
part  only.  It  is  true  the  trespassers  are  dispersed, 
but  they  have  given  out  that  as  soon  as  our  force  is 
removed  they  will  return,  throw  the  limber  already 
cut  into  the  streams,  and  run  it  down  to  tile  St. 
Johns.  This  can  undoubtedly  be  -accomplished  by 
them,  without  tiie  utmost  vigilance  and  activity  on 
our  part.  It  is  true,  also,  that  tiie  lieutenant  gover- 
nor of  New  Brunswick  proposes  to  swing  a boom 
across  tiie  mouth  of  the  Aroostook,  to  seize  the  tim- 
ber there,  sell  it,  and  place  tiie  proceeds  in  the  “dis- 
puted territory  fund.”  But  widiout  intending  dis- 
respect to  the  government  of  tiie  -province,  may  it 
not  Well  be  doubled,  whether  Maine  would  ever 
-realize  any  thing  from  such  a procedure?  Would 
not  the  deb.ls  m this  disputed  territory  account  al- 
ways exceed  the  credits?  Would  not  tiie  tracks 
-about  this  “fund,”  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  like 
those  about  the  lion’s  cave,  be  all  one  way?  Be  t hat 
as  it  may,  Maine  is  capable  of  superintending  litr 
own  affairs,  and  ought  not  to  impose  that  duty  on  a 
neighboring  province. 

Before  answering  the  main  question,  however,  let 
us  inquire  still  further  as  to  tiie  legality  and  propriety 
■of  our  proceeding  llius  far. 

My  respect  lor  you,  will  not  permit  me  to  go  into1 
an  elaborate  argument  to  show  our  clear  and  un- 
questionable rigut  and  title  lo  tile  territory  embraced 
within  tile  line,  running  Irom  tiie  source  of  the  St. 
Croix  due  north  to  i tie  highlands  dividing  the  waters 
that  How  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  from  those  which 
fail  into  file  river  St.  Lawrence — thence  along  the 
said  highlands  lo  the  nortliwes  enimost  head  of  Con 
u -cticut  river.  At  the  last  session  of  congress  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  adopted  unanimously  tiie 
lollowing  resolution.  Viz: 

“ Resolved , i’liat  alter  a careful  examination  and 
deliberate  considera  ion  of  tiie  whole  controversy 
between  the  United  Sla'es  and -Great  Britain,  re  la 
t-ive  to  tiie  northeastern  boundary  of  the  lormer,  the 
senate  does  not  entertain  a doubt  of  the  entire  prac- 
ticability of  running  and  marking  that  boundary,  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  siipulat  ons  of  the  definite 
treaty  of  peace  of  1783;  and  it  entertains  a perfect 
cbnviction  of  the  Justice  and  validity  of  the  title  ol 
the  United  Suites  to  the  full  extent  of  alt  the  territory 
in  dispute  between  the  two  powers.” 

The  same  resolve  was,  on  a subsequent  day,  taken 
up  in  the  house  of  representatives,  and  unanimously 
adopted  by  that  body.  I need  say  no  more  upon  Ihe 
subject  of  title,  especia.ly  to  yon,  with  whom  tile 
whole  subject  is  perfectly  familiar. 

Then  as  to  the  right  of  jurisdiction  and  possession, 
while  this  preposterous  claim  ol’  -Great  Britain  re 
mains  unsettled — is  it  in  Ihe  British  government  bv 
virtue  of  an  agreement  as  lias  been  alleged  by  the 
lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  and  reiierat 
ed  by  Mr.  Fox  at  Washington,  or  is  it  not?  Tiie 
president  in  his  message  to  congress  on  the  26th 
February  after  alluding  to  the  allegation  of  Mr.  Fox 
says:  The  important  bearing  which  such  an  agree 
meat,  if  it  existed,  would  have  upon  the  condition 
and  interest  of  the  parties,  and  tiie  inlluence  it  might 
have  upon  the  adjustment  of  the  dispute,  are  too  ob- 
vious lo  allow  the  error  upon  which  this  assumption 
seems  to  rest,  to  pass  lor  a moment  without  correction. 
In  alluding  to  the  correspondence  between  tiie  go- 
vern neats  upon  this  subject,  lie  says  further — “in- 
steal  of  sustaining  this  assumption  of  tiie  British 
functionaries,  that  correspondence  disi.proves  the  ex- 
istence of  any  such  agreement.” 

Mr.  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state,  to  a letter  of  Mr. 
Fox  in  which  this  alleged  agreement  was  again  put 
forth,  under  date  of  the  24th  ill 1 i mo  says:  so  lar  from 
any  relinquishment  of  the  right  of  jurisdiction  having 
been  made,  or  any  agreement  either  expressed  or 
implied,  entered  into  on  the  part  of  (he  government 
of  the  United  States,  ol'  the  nature  allege  I by  tile 
lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick,  and  affirmed 
also  in  your  note  of  tiie  23d  rust.,  it  will  appear  from 
tiie  whole  course  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
two  governments  extending  through  a series  of  years, 
that,  that  of  the  United  States  has  throughout  and  on 
frequent  occasions,  solemnly  protested  as  well  against 
the  existence  of  (he  right  to  the  exclusive, possession 
and  jurisdiction  as  to  the  exercise  thereof,  and  has 
upon  every  proper  occasion  asserted  that  both, belong- 
ed to  Maine  and  the  United States, 

Tnis  would  seem  to  b'-  enough  to  settle -this  ques- 
tion now  and.  jprever.  No  such  agreement  has  ever 
been  made.  On  the  contrary,  the  right  of  posses- 
sion and  jurisdiction  has  always  been  and  is  now, 
asserted  by  the  general  government,  to  be  in  Maine. 
But  if  it  had  been  otherwise,  and  the  government  ol 
the  U.  Srates  had  agreed  that  the  British  govern- 
ment should  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  posses- 
sion of  this  territory,  which  it  acknowledges  - lo  be 
ours,  would  it  have  b <en  binding  upon  Maine? 
Clearly  not.  The  respective  slates  of  the  union  are 
sovereign  and  independent,  except  so  far  as  that  so- 


vereignty has  been  restrained  or  modified  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates.  The  general  govern- 
ment is  one  of  limited  and  defined  poweis.  The 
power  lo  alienate  tiie  territory  of  a state,  or  to  trans- 
fer a portion  ol  it,  or  the  jurisdiction  and  possession 
of  it  to  a foreign  power,  for  an  indefinite  period,  or 
for  one  hour,  is  no  where  granted.  An  assumption, 
of  such  a power  on  tiie' part  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, it  is  believed,  would  always  meet  tiie  stern 
ami  uncompromising  opposition  of  this  state. 

But  without  intending  probably  to  assert  any  such 
power,  it  seerns  there  has  been  an  understanding 
between  the  general  government  and  that  of  Great 
Britain,  amounting  perhaps,  on  our  side,  to  a recom- 
mendation to  the  state  of  Maine,  rather  than  to  a 
contract  by  which  she  would-be  conclusively  bound. 
VVliat  are  (he  terms  of  that  “understanding,”  which 
lias  been  the  prolific  source  of  so  much  misunder- 
standing? Clearly  these  at  id  no  more;  (hat,  during 
tiie  pendency  of  tire  question,  tiie  two  parties  should 
exercise  jurisdiction  as  they  had  respectfully  been 
accustomed  to  exercise  it.  Now  over  the  territory 
south  of  Hie  St.  John,  especially  that  part  of  it  wa- 
tered by  the  Aroostook  ami  its  tributary  streams, 
Massachusetts  and  Maine  have  always  had  posses- 
sion and  exercised  jurisdiction.  As  early  as  1793, 
a large  tract,  say  2;00t), (>()()  of  acres,  were  surveyed 
and  located  by  agents  of  Massachusetts  under  a bar- 
gain and  contemplated  grant  to  Jackson  fy  "Flint. 
This  tract  embraced  a large  pari  of  the  Aroostook 
territory,  and  extended  to  the  river  St.  John.  For 
some  reason  or  other,  believed  to  be  the  inability  of 
the  purchasers  to  pay  the  consideration,  no  grant  was 
ever  actually  made.  In  1806  and  1807,  grants  Of 
large  tracts  h n g upon  both  sides  of  tbe  Aioostook 
were  made  bv  Mas  iclmsetls  to  tiie  town  olPlymoiith 
and  general  Eaton,  which  have  ever  since  been  held 
by  them  and  their  grantees.  Soon  after  tiie  separa?” 
lion  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  these  lands  ex- 
tending neatly  to  tiie  St.  Jolili,  on  the  south,  were 
-urveyed,  and  some  of  them  divided  and  held  in  se- 
verally by  the  two  states. 

For  several  years,  commencing  as  early  as  1821, 
agents  were  sent  to  Hie  Aroostook  by  the  governor  of 
Maine,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  trespassers  upon 
the  public  lands.  In  1821,  Benjamin  J.  Porter,  esq. 
was  sent  to  that  territory  by  governor  Kina',  for  this 
purpose.  Mr.  Porter  took  Hie  city  of  St.  Johns  and 
Fredericton  in  his  way, and  consulted  with  Mr.  Attor- 
ney Genet  al  Wetmore  upon  tiie  subject  of  punishing 
British  subjects  for  that  intrusion  upon  our  territory. 
The  attorney  general  said  “the  government  of  New 
Brunswick  would  unquestionably  render  every  pos- 
sible facility. to  punish  tbe  offenders,  as  they  had  suf- 
fered greatly  in  that  province,  (N.  B.)  by  such  law- 
less pillages.  This  is  Hie  language  of  Mr.  Porter, 
taken  from  his  report,  made  July,  1821,  and  now  on 
file  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  Mr.  Por- 
ter proceeded  to  the  scene  of  depredation  upon  the 
Aroostook,  broke  up  the  trespassing  and  compelled 
those  engaged  -in  it  to  settle  with  him,  giving  their 
notes  for  Hie  amount  ol  damage  due.  These  notes 
were  left  with  an  attorney  al  Woodstock,  and  were 
collected  by  suits  prosecuted  in  the  provincial 
county. 

Similar  agencies  with  similar  results,  I understand, 
'nave  frequently  been  instituted  by  this  government. 
Massachusetts  has  long  been  in  die  habit  of  grant- 
ing permits  to  cut  timber  upon  her  townships  on 
this  stream;  ami  though  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
provincial  government,  without  any  attempt  on  Hie 
part  of  the  latter  to  forbid  or  prevent  it,  so  far  as  I 
am  informed.  Maine  lias  for  several  years  been 
expending  large  sums  of  money  -in  making  a road 
through  the  territory,  and  lias  sold  and  conveyed 
portions  of  thissame  territory  to  actual  sett!  rs,  with- 
out anticipating  or  receiving  any  opposition  on  the 
part  . of  the  provi  ncial  govern  ment.  I ain  also  credi- 
bly informed  that  claims  in  favor. of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  province,  against  settlers  upon  the  Aroostook, 
are  prosecuted  by  Hie  creditors  in  the  courts  of 
.Maine.  These  facts,  with  others  that  might  be 
named,  go  to  show  that  the  jurisdiction  and  posses- 
sion of  tlijs  territory,  is  not,  and  never  has  been  in 
New  Brunswick,  but,  so  far  as  the  unsettled  condi- 
tion of  a portion  of  the  country  would  permit,  in 
Maine  and  Massachusetts.  Upon  this  point  I am 
happy  also  to  be  able  to  arid  a very  apposite  quota- 
tion from  a letter  from  Mr.  Van  Buren,  while  secre- 
tary of  slate  in  1829,  lo  sir  Charles  Vaughan.  He 
says — “the  undersigned  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  sup- 
position that,  because  the  agent  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty thought  proper,  in  tiie  proceedings  before  the 
commissioners  to  lay  claim  lo  all  that  portion  of  the 
state  of  Maine  which  lies  north  of  a line  running 
westerly  from  Mars  Hill,  and  designated  as  the  limit 
or  boundary  of  the  B'itish  claim,  thereby  the  United 
States  or  the  state  of  Maine,  ceased  to  have  jurisdiction 
in  the  territory  thus  claimed.  In  the  view  of  this  go- 
vernment, his  Britannic  majesty’s  agent  might,  with 
equal  justice  have  extended  his  claim  to  any  other  un* 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  30,  1839— NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 


71 


disputed  part  of  the  stale,  as  to  claim  the  portion  of 
it  which  lie  has  drawn  in  question;  and  i.i  such  case, 
the  li  •ntenlant  governor  ot  New  Brunswick  could 
surely  not  have  considered  a continuance  on  the 
part  of  tne  United  States,  and  of  the  state  of  Maine, 
to  exercise  their  accustomed  jurisdiction  and  authority, 
to  be  an  encroachment.  If  so,  in  what  light  are  we 
to  regard  the  continued  acts  of  jurisdiction  now  ex- 
ercised by  him  in  the  Madawaska  settlement? 
More  than'twenty  years  ago  large  tracts  of  land  ly- 
ing westward  of  Mars  Hill,  and  northward  'o  the 
river  Reslook,  were  granted  by  the  slate  of  Massa- 
chusetts, which  tracts  are  held  and  possessed  under 
these  grants  to  this  day;  and  the  United  Slates  and 
the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  in  succession, 
have  never  ceased  to  exercise  that  jurisdiction,  which 
the  unsettled  condition  ol  the  country  in  that  region, 
and  other  circumstances  admitted  and  required.” 

Surely  there  can  be  no  need  of  multiplying  words 
upon  this  point.  If  the  British  government  have  any 
jurisdiction  over  this  portion  of  our  territory,  it  may 
“with  equal  justice”  claim  to  have  it  over  the  county 
of  Kennebec.  But  why  should  we  be  compelled  to 
resort  to  luctsot  this  description  to  prove  our  juris- 
diction? It  the  title  be  in  Maine,  the  jurisdiction 
follows  of  course.  No  power  can  have  a right  of 
jurisdiction  over  a territory  belonging  to  the  state  of 
Maine,  and  nothing  but  that  extreme  spirit  of  peace 
and  forbearance  by  which  Maine  has  been  so  long 
actuated,  could  induce  her  to  argue  such  a point  for 
a moment. 

If  then,  the  title,  possession,  and  jurisdiction  of 
Maine  be  nearly  established,  whyis  she  not  justi- 
fied in  her  present  attempts  to  protect  the  propeity 
on  this  territory  from  plunder,  and  the  soil  itseil 
against  invasion?  It  is  hard  to  believe  that  any  man 
can  be  found — any  American  I should  say — of  uncor- 
rupted patriotism,  and  whose  mind  is  not  poisoned 
by  prejudice,  who  will  deny  it. 

On  this  point  the  president  says:  “The  state  of 
Maine  had  a right  to  arrest  the  depradutions  com- 
plained of;  it  belongs  to  her  to  judge  of  the  exigency 
of  the  occasion  catling  for  her  interference.” 

The  able  report  of  tile  committee  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, in  the  house  of  representatives  at  Washington, 
says:  “Every  government  in  the  union  has  a light 
to  regulate  the  landed  interest,  whether  public  or 
private,  within  its  limits,  and  Maine  stands  upon  the 
same  footing,  unless  as  to  such  parts  of  it  as  are  de- 
cided not  to  be  under  its  jurisdiction  by  the  exercise 
of  the  constitutional  powers  ot  the  federal  govern- 
ment. But,  as  has  already  been  observed,  no  pro- 
ceeding or  agreement  of  the  federal  government  can 
be  found  which  diu  not  recognise  an  actual  jurisdic- 
tion, just  such  as  that  now  claimed,  and  enforced  by 
Maine.’'  Again  it  says:  “The  proclamation  of  the 
lieutenant  governor  of  New  Brunswick  was  issued 
before  any  steps  were  taken  by  Maine  to  sustain  the 
civil  by  ihe  military  power,  and  was  directed  against 
the  interference  of  the  ministerial  officers  of  the  law, 
acting  in  strict  conformity  with  what  are  believed  to  be 
fundamental  principles  of  British  as  well  as  American 
law.  Tiie  lirst  appeal  to  military  force  was  made 
by  him,  and  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  Maine 
Were  defensive  merely." 

But  1 need  not  quote  particular  expressions.  The 
whole  report  is  a lucid  and  forcible  exposition  of 
the  injustice  of  the  proceedings  of  the  government 
of  New  Brunswick,  and  a triumphant  vindication  of 
the  course  pursued  by  Maine.  The  almost  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  house  of  representatives  upon  the 
bill  reported  by  the  same  committee,  intending  to 
carry  out  the  views  expressed  in  the  report— the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  senate  upon  the  same  bill, 
also  furnish  to  Maine  the  most  conclusive  and  grati- 
fying proot  ol  the  rectitude  of  her  course.  In  ac- 
cordance with  all  this,  I take  pleasure  in  saying,  has 
been  the  general  voice  of  the  American  press.  Such 
unanimity  of  opinion  and  feeling  among  the  mass  of 
the  peoph — -such  a spirit  of  enthusiasm  pervading 
all  classes  of  society,  it  is  apprehended  has  seldom 
been  witnessed.  No'lling  could  be  more  gratifying 
to  Maine,  and  sure  I am,  that  it  will  constitute  a 
perpetual  source  of  grateful  recollection  to  her  vir- 
tuous and  intelligent  sons. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  question  recurs, 
shall  we  withdraw  our  forces  agreeably  to  the  re- 
commendation contained  in  the  memoranda  signed 
bv  Mr.  Fox  and  the  secretary  of  state,  and  leave  the 
futuje  protection  of  the  timber  to  the  concurrent  ac- 
tion and  agreement  of  the  governments  of  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick?  Under  a full  sense  of  the  respon- 
sibility resting  upon  me,  I have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  we  ought  not.  I admit  that  the  general 
government  has  nobly  responded  to  our  call,  and, 
with  a promptness  and  efficiency  beyond  all  praise, 
has  made  preparations  to  discharge  its  constitutional 
obligations  to  this  state.  Much  is  due  Irom  us  on 
this  account  to  the  union.  But  the  duly  of  Maine 
to  herself  remains  unchanged.  The  property,  for 
the  protection  of  which  we  sent  an  armed  posse, 


under  the  land  agent  and  sheriff,  remains  still  ex-  I 
posed,  and  the  threat  of  expulsion  Irom  the  territory 
and  of  invasion,  wide  i vi  e sent  our  military  force  to 
repel,  still  remains  pending  over  us,  while  British 
troops,  it  is  understood,  are  daily  concentrating  near 
the  line  with  the  apparent  purpose  of  carrying  the 
avowed  design  of  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New 
Brunswick,  into  ellect. 

But,  looking  a little  more  minutely  at  the  terms  of 
this  agreement,  the  objections  to  it  are  obvious.  In 
the  first  place,  it  would  make  our  movement  upon 
Ihe  question  of  the  boundary  a retrogade  movement. 
Instead  of  having  made  any  advance  tow'ard  the  ac- 
quisition of  our  rights,  and  termination  cf  the  ques 
lion  in  dispute,  our  position  would  not  really  be  so 
favorable  as  it  was  bef  re  the  occurrence,  of  those 
events  which  have  induced  this  “memorandum.” 
Then  we  had  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  this  portion 
of  the  territory.  Under  the  agreement  we  should 
only  have  a concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  province 
of  New  Brunswick,  for  W'e  could  not  expel  a single 
trespasser  without  in  the  first  place  agreeing  with 
the  provincial  government  as  to  the  manner  ot  doing 
it.  Its  language  is  thus:  “And  if  future  necessity 
should  arise  for  dispersing  notorious  trespassers,  or 
protecting  public  property  from  depradation  by 
armed  force,  the  operation  shall  be  conducted  by 
concert,  jointly  or  separately,  according  to  agree- 
ments between  the  governments  of  Maine  and  New 
Brunswick.” 

Again  this  agreement  is  inadmissible,  because  of 
Ihe  irregularity  of  its  terms.  By  it  Maine  is  abso- 
lutely to  withdraw  her  foices.  But  are  the  forces  ol 
the  British  government  also  to  be  withdrawn?  Not 
at  all.  That  government  is  simply  to  refrain  from 
attempting  to  do  what  it  never  had  the  right  or  power 
of  doing,  that  of  expelling  ns  from  the  territory.  It 
is  understood  that  a regiment  of  British  troops,  lately 
arrived  from  Quebec,  is  now  at  Madawaska,  and, 
there  they  may  remain  for  ought  to  the  contrary  in 
the  terms  of  the  agreement,  erect  fortifications  to. 
their  hearts’  content,  and  exercise  any  pow:er  they 
please  short  of  attempting  to  expel  us  from  the 
territory. 

Another  objection  to  this  agreement  arises  from 
its  equivocal  phraseology  upon  one  point  which 
mii:ht  prove  to  be  hereafter  the  source  of  much  mis- 
understanding and  difficulty.  One  of  them  is  in  re- 
gard to  whether  the  armed  posse  under  the  land 
agent  and  sheriff  is  included  in  the  “armed  force” 
required  by  the  “memorandum”  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  territory.  If  the  agreement  should  be  con- 
strued against  us,  in  this  respect,  we  could  not  here-, 
after  expel  a single  trespasser  unless  the  governor  of 
New  Brunswick  should  kindly  agree  with  us  upon 
some  inode  in  which  it  might  be  effected.  To  such 
an  arrangement  I trust  Maine  will  never  assent. 
She  has  been  sufficiently  trammelled  heretofore  in 
the  exercise  of  her  rights,  and  w’ill  not  now  volun- 
tarily forge  new  shackles  for  herself. 

What,  then,  shall  be  done?  The  people  of  the 
state  surely  are  not  desirous  of  hurrying  the  two 
nations  into  a war.  Such  an  event  is  anxiously  to 
be  be  avoided  if  it  can  be  without  dishonor.  We 
owe  too  much  to  the  union,  to  ourselves,  and,  above 
all,  to  the  spirit  and  principles  of  Christianity,  1o 
bring  about  a conflict  of  arms  with  a nation  having 
witli  ns  a common  origin,  speaking  a common  lan- 
guage, and  bound  to  us  by  so  many  ties  of  common 
interest  without  the  most  inexorable  necessity.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  I would  recommend  that, 
when  we  are  fully  satisfied,  either  by  the  declara- 
tions of  tiie  lieutenant  governor  of  the  province  of 
New  Brunswick,  or  otherwise,  that  he  lias  abandon- 
ed all  idea  of  occupying  the  disputed  territory  with 
a military  force,  and  of  attempting  an  expulsion  of 
our  party,  that  then  tiie  governor  be  authorised  to 
withdraw  our  military  foice,  leaving  Ihe  land  agent 
with  a sufficient  posse,  armed  or  unarmed,  as  the 
case  may  require,  sufficient  to  carry  into  etlect  your 
original  design,  that  of  driving  out  or  arresting  the 
trespassers,  and  preserving  and  protecting  the  lim- 
ber from  their  depradations. 

From  such  an  act  of  jurisdiction — an  attempt  so 
right  and  proper  in  itself  as  I his,  and  so  imperatively 
called  lor  by  the  circumstances  of  file  case,  w e should 
not  be  driven  by  any  power  on  earth.  We  ought 
not,  however,  wantonly  to  do  more  than  is  necessary. 
We  want  no  military  lorce  in  the  territory,  if  there 
he  no  military  force  against  ns.  Brave  men  would 
not  battle  with  tiie  air.  We  do  want, however,  men 
enough,  armed  or  unarmed,  as  the  case  may  require, 
to  resist  tiie  marauders  and  protect  the  timber;  aril 
we  want  no  more.  In  pursuing  this  course,  while 
we  maintain  our  just  and  honorable  position,  we  do 
nothing  which  our  sister  states  can  regard  as  unne- 
cessarily provoking  hostilities,  and  nothing  which 
our  provincial  neighbors  can  view  as  indicating  a 
hostile  or  even  illiberal  feeling. 

These  are  my  views,  briefly  and  imperfectly  ex- 
pressed. Whether  they  coincide  with  your  own  or 


I not,  I repeat  my  determination  to  obey,  so  far  as  I 
may  be  able,  whatever  instructions  \ou  may  be 
pleased  to  give.  JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 

Council  chamber,  March  12,  1639. 

Note.  Since  tiie  foregoing  message  was  pre- 
pared, 1 have  received  a note  from  sir  John  Harvey, 
a copy  of  which  is  herewith  communicated.  From 
tiie  spirit  manifested,  I shall  entertain  the  hope  that 
he  will  take  such  a course  as  will  enable  Maine  to 
pursue  that  indicated  in  the  foregoing. 

WAR  PROCEEDINGS  IN  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

Legislative  council  chamber,  26lh  Feb.  1839. 

On  motion  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Stewart,  Resolved, 
That  a committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  re- 
port such  resolutions  and  other  measures,  as  it  may 
be  proper  to  adopt  in  consequence  of  the  invasion 
of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  by  an  armed 
force  from  tile  state  of  Maine. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Katchford,  Mr. 
Wilkins,  Mr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Almon,  be  a com- 
mittee to  prepare  the  said  resolutions. 

Legislative  council  chamber,  Feb.  27,  1839. 

The  committee  appointed  under  the  resolution 
passed  yesterday,  reporled  a series  of  resolutions, 
whereupon,  on  motion  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Stewart, 
the  following  resolutions  wrere  unanimously  passed: 

Whereas,  It  appears  to  this  house  that,  under  tiie 
pretence  of  removing  trespassers,  a forcible  inroad 
has  been  made  by  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Maine, 
upon  that  part  of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick 
which  is  claimed  by  the  United  S ates,  but  of  which 
the  exclusive  possession  and  jurisdiction  have  ever 
been  in  Great  Britain:  and  that  the  government  of 
the  said  state  lias  adopted  measures  to  levy  an  arm- 
ed force,  and  to  raise  a large  sum  of  money,  with 
the  avowed  object  of  committing  further  outrages 
upon  the  sovereignty  and  dominion  of  her  majesty; 
And,  whereas,  as  by  agreement  between  the  impe- 
rial government  and  that  of  the  United  States,  Great 
Britain  is  to  remain  in  such  exclusive  possession  and 
jurisdiction,  until  the  right  thereto  shall  be  deter- 
mined, and  negotiations  are  now  pending  for  the 
amicable  adjustment  and  determination  of  the  said 
claim. 

Resolved,  unanimously. , That  this  house  regards 
with  the  deepest  indignation,  the  sudden  and  un- 
provoked attempt  to  wrest,  by  violence,  the  said  pos- 
session and  jurisdiction  from  our  empire,  distin- 
guished as  much  by  its  justice,  as  by  its  power  and 
greatness,  and  this  house  condemns  as  utterly  un- 
worthy and  lrivolous,  the  pretence  by  which  the  said 
state  attempts  to  vindicate  its  extraordinary  and 
most  unjustifiable  pioceedings. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  these  measures,  if 
persisted  in,  may  bring  a destructive  and  unnatural 
war  and  its  attendant  honors  upon  the  people  of  tw  o 
nations,  whose  common  origin,  language,  and  inter- 
est, render  every  well  disposed  inhabitant  of  both 
countries  anxiousto  preserve  uninterrupted  the  peace 
and  friendly  intercourse  which  have  for  a long  pe- 
riod so  happily  existed. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  With  humble  reliance  upon 
Divine  Providence,  and  looking  for  protection  and 
assistance  to  the  parent  state,  this  colony  will  use 
its  utmost  endeavors  to  vindicate  the  sovereignty 
and  defend  the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  whenever 
they  may  be  assailed.  And  our  fellow  subjects  in 
the  sister  colony  may  confidently  rely  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Nova  Scotia  will,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power 
and  ability,  aid  them  in  resisting  every  attempt  to 
take  forcible  possession  of  a teiritory,  the  custody 
and  safe-keeping  whereof  have  been,  entrusted  to 
them  by  their  sovereign,  until  she  shall  have  com- 
manded them  to  surrender  it. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  house  will  cor- 
dially unite  with  the  other  brandies  of  the  legisla- 
ture, in  devising  such  measures,  as  may  be  requisite 
to  adopt  in  the  present  emergency  lo  vindicate  tiie 
supremacy  and  integrity  of  tiie  empire. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  a Iminble  address  be 
presented  to  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor 
with  these  resolutions,  praying  that  he  wiil  take 
such  steps  as  he  may  think  ijt,  to  make  known  the 
sentiments  of  this  house,  and  of  the  people  of  this 
province,  to  the  government  and  the  brave  and  loyal 
people  of  New  Brunswick. 

At  five  o’clock  this  day  the  president  and  mem- 
bers of  the  legislative  council  waited  on  his  excel- 
lency the  lieutenant  governor  with  the  following 
address. 

The  humble  address  of  Ihe  legislative  council. 

To  his  excellency  lieutenant  general  sir  Collin 

Campbell,  IC.  C.  B.  lieutenant  governor  and  com- 
mander-in-chief, in  and  over  the  province  of  Nova 

Scotia,  and  its  dependencies. 

May  it  please  your  excellency—  The  legislative 
council  have  passed  the  accompanying  resolutions. 
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upon  tile  subject  of  the  recent  outrages  which  have 
been  committed  upon  that  part  of  the  province  ol 
New  Brunswick  claimed  by  the  state  oi  Maine,  and 
the  legislative  council  humbly  pray  your  excellency 
to  transmit  them  to  the  right  honorable  the  secretary 
of  state  for  the  colonies,  to  be  laid  at  the  foot  ol  the 
throne — and  the  legislative  council  further  pray  your 
excellency  to  transmit  copies  thereof  to  his  excel- 
lency the  governor-in-chief,  and  to  his  excellency 
sir  John  Harvey,  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New 
Brunswick. 

His  excellency's  reply. 

Mr.  President  and  honorable  gentlemen  of  the 
legislative  council 

The  sentiments  and  expression  contained  in  these 
firm  and  spirited  resolutions  are  most  gratifying  and 
acceptable  to  me. 

You  designate  the  unprovoked  conduct  of  the  au- 
thorities of  Maine  in  its  true  colors,  as  being  utterly 
unworthy  and  frivolous  in  endeavoring  to  vindicate 
its  unjustifiable  proceedings,  by  attempting  to  wrest 
from  a neighboring  state,  during  a period  ol  peace, 
the  custody  of  a territory  with  which  they  had  been 
intrusted  by  their  sovereign. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  me  to  find  that  a feeling  of 
entire  unanimity  pervades  the  legislature  and  peo- 
ple of  this  province,  to  assist  in  resisting,  to  the  ut- 
most, any  aggression  that  may  be  attempted  upon 
New  Brunswick,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  the 
parent  state  will  afford  you  every  aid  and  support. 

1 shall  have  great  pleasure  in  transmitting  to  the 
right  honorable  the  secretary  of  state,  to  he  laid  at 
the  foot  of  the  throne,  sentiments  so  honorable  from 
so  h ghly  respectable  a body,  and  I shall  not  fail  to 
communicate  these  resolutions  to  his  excellency  the 
governor  general  of  British  North  America,  and  to 
his  excellency  sir  John  Harvey. 

C.  CAMPBELL. 

Government  house,  27th  Feb.  1839. 

RESOLVES  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  in  consequence  of  in- 
formation this  day  received  from  New  Brunswick, 
of  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  state  of  Maine, 
involving  a proposed  invasion  of  the  neighboring 
province,  this  house  deems  it  necessary  to  suspend 
all  other  business  at  present,  in  order  to  concert  such 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  prepare  lor  joining 
in  repelling  any  such  invasion,  ami  defending  the 
just  rights  of  the  neighboring  province,  as  well  as 
our  own. 

Resolved, That  Messrs.  Howe,  Young,  Dovle,  Des 
Barres  and  Forrester,  be  added  to  the  committee  on 
the  military  defence  of  the  province — that  the  com- 
mittee w'ait  upon  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  go- 
vernor, to  request  his  excellency  to  furnish  any  in- 
formation he  may  have  received  from  New  Bruns- 
wick. 

1.  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  one-third  of  the 
militia  force  of  the  province  between  Ihe  ages  ofl8 
and  45,  be  drafted  by  direction  of  his  excellency,  the 
lieutenant  governor,  ami  officered  for  active  service, 
to  the  extent  of  eight  thousand  men. 

2 Resolved,  unanimously.  That  his  excellency  the 
lieutenant  governor  be  authorised  to  require  every 
regiment  or  battalion  to  select  two  hundred  volun- 
teers for  every  six  hundred  men,  rank  and  file  be- 
tween i tie  ages  of  18  and  45,  or  in  the  like  propor- 
tion for  a greaferor  less  number. 

3.  Resolved,  unanimously.  If  a sufficient  number  of 
men  in  each  regiment  or  battalion  do  not  volunteer, 
that  his  excellency  be  authorised  to  fill  up  the  num- 
ber from  the  draft  of  such  regiment,  agreeably  to 
law. 

4.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  such  lists  of  men 
who  shall  have  volunteered,  or  begn  drafted  as  afore- 
said, w'hen  returned  and  approved  by  his  excellency 
the  commander-in-chief,  or  such  person  as  he  shall 
appoint  for  the  purpose,  shall  be  considered  the 
lists  of  men  liable  to  be  first  called  on  for  actual  ser- 
vice. 

5.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  ihe  lieutenant  go- 
vernor be  authoiised  to  appoint  officers,  to  command 
such  drafts  or  bodies  of  voluuteets,  for  the  regiment 
or  battalion  to  which  such  drafts  or  volunteers  may 
belong,  or  make  such  other  arrangement,  as  may  se- 
cure efficient  officers  to  command  such  drafts  or 
volunteers. 

6.  Resolved,  unanimously,  Thai  his  excellency  the 
lieutenant  governor  be  authorised  to  call  into  aclual 
serv  ce,  so  many  and  such  of  the  said  drafts,  or  bodies 
of  volunteer-,  as  he  may  deem  proper,  and  to  make 
the  necessary  regulations  lor  consolidating  any  num- 
ber of  such  dralts  or  bodies'into  a regiment  or  regi- 
men's. as  -nay  be  requisite  and  necessary,  and  to  ap- 
point field  i.-.iicers,  adjutants  ‘and  staff  to  each  such 
regiment,  in  order  to  render  the  same  efficient  lor 
actual  service. 

7.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  his  excellency  the 
lieutenant  governor  be  authorised  to  order  any  such, 


drafts  or  volunteers,  when  required  lor  actual  service, 
into  barracks,  and  to  marcti  them  irotn  one  part  of 
the  province  to  another,  as  the  exigency  of  the  service 
may  require,  and  beyond  the  frontier  ot  this  province, 
when  necessary. 

8.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  his  excellency  the 
lieutenant  goveinoYbe  authorised  to  accept  the  ser- 
vice of  any  volunteer  companies  now  formed,  or 
which  may  be  formed  in  this  province,  and  to  conso- 
lidate them  into  regiments  or  battalions,  and  to  ap- 
point officers  for  4he  same,  and  to  take  such  mea- 
sures generally  as  may  be  requisite  to  render,  such 
battalions,  regiments,  or  companies  efficient  for  ac- 
tual service;  Provided,  that  such  volunteer  compa- 
nies be  willing  to  volunteer  for  service  eiiher  in  this 
province  or  in  the  adjoining  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick. 

9.  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  all  non-commission- 
ed officers  and  private  soldiers,  called  into  aclual 
service,  over  and  above  the  pay  and  allowance  pro- 
vided by  her  majesty,  shall  be  entitled  to  additional 
pay  from  the  treasury  of  the  province. 

10.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  house  will 
make  suitable  provision  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  such  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  rank 
and  file  , who  may  fall  in  actual  service. 

11.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  his  excellency  the 
lieutenant  governor  be  requested  to  direct  an  imme- 
diate enrolment  to  be  made  ot  the  w hole  militia  force 
of  the  province,  between  sixteen  and  sixty  years  oi 
age,  and  to  have  (he  same  divided  info  classes  agree- 
ably to  law,  and  to  have  lull  and  accurate  returns 
made  forthwith  to  the  office  of  the  adjutant  general 
of  militia,  of  such  enrolment,  and  of  the  slate,  condi- 
tion and  efficiency  of  Ihe  arms,  and  of  the  quantity 
ol  ammunition  possessed  by  each  regiment  or  batta- 
lion of  militia  or  company  of  aitillery. 

12.  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  provision  be  made 
by  law,  for  the  due  and  proper  oiganization  of  the 
militia,  and  for  promoting  its  efficiency,  by  squad, 
company  and  regimental  or  battalion  drills. 

13.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  his  excellency  the 
lieutenant  governor  be  authorised  to  expend  a sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  if  necessary,  in  the 
payment  of  the  militia  and  other  services  incidental 
to  the  protection  of  this  and  the  adjoining  province, 
from  invasion,  and  that  this  house  will  provide  for  Ihe 
same. 

After  a very  able  and  animated  address  from  the 
hon.  J.  Uniacke,  the  house  adopted  the  foregoing 
resolutions  unanimously,  and  the  hon.  E.  M.  l)odd, 
who,  in  every  case  supports  the  dignity  of  the  house, 
trusted  the  speaker  would  allow  an  exception  tothe~ 
rules  customary,  when  he  proposed  that  three  hearty 
cheers  might  he  given,  to  be  joined  by  the  gallery, 
which,  we  rejoice  to  say,  was  heartily  responded  to 
by  every  individual  present.  Never  have  we  before 
witnessed  such  a heart-stirring  scene,  nor  never  be- 
fore were  such  cheers  heard  in  our  house  of  assem- 
bly. 

The  assembly  resolutions  were  passed  unanimous- 
ly, and  as  a proppr  finale  to  Ihe  whole  proceedings, 
one  of  the  members,  more  loyal,  or  more  valorous 
than  his  compeers,  moved  that  the  house  give  three 
times  three  cheers,  and  that  the  assembled  spectators 
be  allowed  to  join  in  upon  the  occasion.  The  cheers 
were  duly  given,  and  the  assembly  adjourned. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  following  letter  trom  the  late  governor,  Mr. 
Ritner,  to  the  committee  on  the  militia  system,  is  in 
reply  to  a resolution  calling  for  certain  information 
rpiative  to  the  ordering  out  of  troops  to  suppress  the 
mob  at  the  meeting  of  the  legislature. 

Harrisburg,  5th  Feb.,  1839. 

Bin': — I received  at  a late  hour  last  evening  your 
communication  of  yesterday’s  date,  containing  a re- 
solution adopted  by  the  committee  on  the  militia 
system  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  which  you 
are  chairman,  requesting  me  to  inform  the  commit- 
tee whether  at  the  time  I i-sued  my  orders  to  major 
general  Patterson,  to  call  into  service  the  volunteer 
troops  under  his  command,  I notified  the  brigade  in- 
spector of  Ihe  1st  division,  through  the  adjutant 
general,  Ihe  time  of  service  for  which  Ihe  said  de- 
tachment was  required — and  also,  whether  I issued 
an  order  to  general  Alexander,  oi  the  1 1th  division 
P.  M.  to  discharge  the  troops  under  his  command; 
and  if  so,  at  what  time  said  order  was  issued. 

I unequivocally  but  respectfully  protest  against 
the  right  of  the  legislature,  or  either  branch  of  it,  or 
any  of  its  committees,  to  ask,  or  compel  me  to  ac- 
count for,  or  explain  my  official  conduct,  either  ex- 
amining me  under  oath,  or  addressing  me  in  writing. 
If  my  official  conduct  has  been  in  violation  of  the 
laws,  there  is  a mode  by  which  it  can  be  investigat- 
ed and  punished.  To  that  constitutional  test  1 am 
most  witling  to  submit. 

Having  thus  protested  with  regard  to  my  acts 
while  governor  of  this  commonwealth,  1 now,  as  a 


private  citizen,  waive  my  rights,  and  express  my 
readiness  to  explain  to  yon,  to  the  legislature,  and 
the  public,  every  act  of  my  official  life.  I court  for 
the  whole,  the  most  rigid  .scrutiny,  and  especially 
for  that  part  of  it,  connected  with  the  unhappy  dis- 
turbances which  disgraced  the  seat  of  government 
during  the  greater  part  of  last  December. 

In  reply  then  to  tne  somewhat  peremptory  de- 
mand ot  the  resolution — Isay:  That  I did  not  notify 
the  brigade  inspector,  thiough  the  adjutant  general, 
of  the  lime  of  service  for  wnich  the  detachment  of 
the  1st  division  P.  M.  would  be  required,  for  Ihe 
simple  reason,  that  the  adjutant  general  was  then  at 
his  residence  in  Bedford  county,  and  if  I had  wailed 
until  I could  have  communicated  orders  through 
him,  the  stain  of  blood  might  have  been  added  to 
the  stigma  which  now  rests  upon  the  character  of 
the  state,  and  the  adoption  of  Ihe  amendments  to  Ihe 
constitution  might  have  been  prevented  by  ihe  con- 
tinuance of  the  riot. 

The  emergency  admitted  of  no  such  delay;  neither 
could  I then  know'  how  long  the  troops  might  he  re- 
quired; but  I am  pioud  to  say,  that  I conscientiously 
believe,  that  the  prompt  measure  then  adopted,  was 
mainly  instrumental  in  restoring  order,  and  prevent- 
ing bloodshed.  That  Ihe  course  pursued  was  with- 
in the  limits  of  executive  authority,  in  case  of  in- 
surrection against  ttie  laws,  I never  had  any  doubt; 
and  that  it  was.  so,  is  established  by  the  tact,  that 
the  commanding  generals  felt  no  liesition  in  obeying 
the  orders  issued  on  the  occasion.  They  are  both 
officers  who  know  their  duties,  and  who  would  not 
be  induced  to  comply  with  an  illegal  order. 

I would  also  beg  leave  to  inform,  that  no  orders 
were  issued  by  me  to  either  of  the  major  generals, 
or  to  any  other  officeis,  (during  the  late  rebellious 
and  disgraceful  riot),  except  those  that  are  on  file, 
and  on  record,  in  the  secretary  of  the  common- 
wealth’s office,  or  in  the  possession  of  the  generals 
named  in  the  resolulion;  of  course  copies  ol  the  or- 
ders which  the  committee  seem  desirous  of  obtain- 
ing from  me,  may  be  obtained  officially  from  the 
souices  just  mentioned,  to  which  I respectfully  refer 
you.  Your  fellow-citizen,  JOS.  RITNER. 

To  col  Jumes  Woodburn,  ch.  cum.  on  ihe  militia 
system,  H.  R. 

GETTYSBURG  RAIL  ROAD — VETO  MESSAGE  OF  THE 
GOVERNOR. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: — It  will  always  be  with  reluctance 
that  I shall  feel  myself  constrained  to  refuse  the 
executive  assent  to  any  malter  of  legislation  which 
has  passed  the  representative  and  senatorial  branches 
of  the  legislature.  I would  not,  however,  be  in  the 
line  of  duty  to  approve  of  a measure,  in  the  justice 
or  expediency  of  w hich  I cannot  concur.  After  ma- 
ture deliberation  and  refleclion,  I have  decided  that 
1 cannot  approve  of  Ihe  resolution  entitled  ‘-resolu- 
tion relative  to  Ihe  Gettysburg  rail  road,”  presented 
io  me  on  the  20th  ultimo,  and  I accordingly  relum- 
ed it  to  the  senate  in  which  it  originated  with  the 
following  reasons  for  so  doing. 

The  constitution  provides  that  “no  money  shall 
be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  consequence  of 
appropriations  made  by  Jaw.”  To  preserve  this 
salutary  provision  in  its  spirit,  we  should  never 
permit  that  to  be  done  indirectly  which  it  prohibits 
from  doing  dhectly.  Hence  we  have  seen  the  con- 
stant care  ami  attention  of  the  legislature  to  prevent 
the  canal  commissioners  from  incurring  debts  beyond 
ihe  appropriations  h om  time  to  time  made.  Ibis 
would  be  altogether  nugatory  if,  w hen  a distinct  and 
specific  amount  is  appropriated,  the  canal  commis- 
sioners by  continuing  the  contractors  at  work  after 
the  appropriation  to  the  object  is  exhausted,  could 
involve  the  state  in  further  responsibilities  without 
the  sanction  of  legislative  enactment. 

By  the  act  of  the  18th  February,  183fi,  incorpo- 
rating the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  9lh  section 
of  w-hieh  authorises  the  canal  commissioners  lo  siu- 
vey  and  locate  the  road  in  question,  and  lo  put  not 
less  than  20  nor  more  than  30  miles  thereof  under 
contract,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
is  specifically  appropiated  lo  this  work,  and  the  12th 
section  expressly  provides  that  “the  canal  commis- 
sioners shall  not  b'e  authorised  to  incur  any  debt  on 
the  failh  of  the  commonwealth,  in  any  way  or  man- 
ner beyond  the  appropriation  aforesaid.”  Here  Ihe 
original  act  by  which  this  road  was  introduced  into 
Ihe  public  improvements  of  the  state,  without  pre- 
vious survey  or  examination,  and  with  nothing  to 
recommend  it  to  public  favor  but  the  influence 
which  its  friends  could  bring  in  support  of  an  act  of 
legislation,  since  repeatedly  and  constantly  disap- 
proved by  the  people,  prohibits  the  expenditure  of 
money  upon  it  beyond  the  specific  appropriation. 

On  the  19th  December,  1837,  an  act  passed  both 
branches  of  the  legislature,  appropriating  forty-five 
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thousand  dollars  low  aids  the  construction  ol  the 
Gettysburg  rail  road,  to  be  applied  in  payment  ol 
workaclually  done  prior  to  the  1st  day  ol  January 
(then)  next,  and  directing  I lie*  canal  commissioners 
to  give  notice  to  the  contractors  to  suspend  their 
work  upon  said  road  from  and  alter  the  sam  first  day 
ol  January.  By  a course  wholly  unexpected,  and 
which,  lor  the  character  and  reputation  of  the  com- 
monwealth,  it  is  hoped  will  never  be  considered  a 
fit  example  tor  imitation,  this  1st  day  ol  January, 
1838,  was  made  in  point  of  law  to  mean  the  1st  ol 
January,  1839,  and  thus  the  intention  of  the  legisla- 
ture, solemnly  expressed  by  both  blanches,  was  for 
a time  frustrated. 

By  the  act  of  the  14th  April,  1838,  the  further 
sum  ot  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars 
was  appropriated  to  this  rail  road,  to  be  applied  to 
the  work  already  under  contract,  and  the  resolution 
which  had  previously7  passed  the  legislature,  as  be- 
fore stated,  and  which  became  a law  on  the  9th  of 
January,  1838,  was  repealed.  But  by  the  6th  sec- 
tion of  this  act  it  is  provided  that  “the  canal  com- 
missioners shall  not  be  authorised  t6  incur  any  debt 
on  (the  faith  ol)  the  commonwealth  in  any  way  or 
manner  beyond  the  appropriation  aforesaid,  and  no 
part  of  the  aforesaid  appropriation  shall  be  applied 
to  any  other  than  the  several  specific  purposes  to 
which  it  is  appropriated  by  the  preceding  sections 
of  this  act,  ,ior  shall  any  contracts  be  entered  into 
for  any  new  lines  of  canal  or  rail  road  not  mentioned 
in  this  act,  or  for  any  extension  of  the  lines  herein 
named,  beyond  the  limits  prescribed  by  this  act.” 

It  was  therefore  t lie  duty  of  the  canal  commis- 
sioners to  hagg  stopped  the  woilc  on  the  road  the 
moment  the  specific  appropriation  theieto  was  ex- 
hausted. But  it  appears  this  was  riot  done,  and  the 
subject  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture in  the  previous  part  of  the  present  session.  By 
a resolution  passed  by  both  bouses,  and  approved  on 
the  19t  h of  February  last,  it  was  declin  ed  that  from 
and  alter  the  1st  day  of  March,  1839,  the  work  on 
the  Gettysburg  rail  road  should  be  suspended,  and  a 
temporary  loan  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  was  authorised  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
contractors  oi?  said  road  for  woi  k done,  or  that  might 
be  done,  previous  to  that  day,  including  the  retained 
per  cenlage,  the  accounts  of  the  contractors  to  be 
settled  by  the  auditor  general  and  state  treasurer,  in 
the  usual  maimer,  according  to  law7.  In  ten  days 
after  approving  this  resolution,  I am  called  upon  to 
approve  another  resolution,  providing  that  the  con- 
tractors on  this  road  shall  be  permitted  to  coniine 
their  work  until  the  first  day7  of  May  next,  unless 
they  should  sooner  be  paid  the  amount  due  them. 
What  circumstances  have  transpired  to  change  the 
determination  expressed  in  the  resolution  of  the  ,19th 
of  February  I have  not  been  informed,  and  being 
left  to  gather  the  reasons  lor  adopting  the  resolution, 
now  leturned  to  your  body,  lrom  its  language,  I in 
fer  that  they  consist  ifi  the  fact  of  the  lipids  riot  be- 
ing forthcoming  on  the  1st  of  March,  to  pay  the  con- 
tractors the  amount  claimed  to  be  due  them,  and, 
therefore,  the  stale  is  to  incur  a further  debt  in  pur- 
suing this  work  already  suspended. 

Whilst  the  commonwealth  is  bound  to  meet  all 
her  lawful  engagements,  persons  entering  into  con- 
tracts with  her,  through  her  agents  are  bound  to  as- 
certain and  know  the  extent  ol  the  authority  given 
by  law  to  such  agents.  In  the  present  instances, 
the  contractors  were  bound  to  know  the  amount  oi 
the  appropriations  made,  and  that  it  was  unlawful 
for  tile  canal  commissioners  to  expend  any  further 
sums,  or  to  involve  the  state  beyond  such  amounts. 

It  they  continue  the  work  afterwards,  it  was  at 
their  own  risk,  and  to  permit  them  now  to  go  on,  in 
the  embarrassed  slate  of  the  public  treasury,  and 
increase  the  expenditure  on  a work  which  a com- 
mittee of  your  body7,  alter  a personal  examination,  de- 
clared to  have  byen  begun  in  folly, and  the  prosecution 
of  w hich  would  be  madness,  would  not,  in  my  jinlg 
ment,  be  promoting  the  interests  of  the  common- 
wealth, but  would  be  a useless  waste  of  the  public 
money,  and  a legislative  recognition  and  sanctioning 
of  acts  done  in  positive  violation  of  existing  laws. 

Again  expressing  the  sincere  regret  I feel  in  be- 
ing constrained,  by  a conscientious  sense  of  duly, 
to  disagree  with  the  representatives  of  the  people  in 
this  matter,  I return  the  resolu  ion  to  the  smiate  foi 
their  further  action  thereon,  according  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  commonwealth. 

DAVID  11.  PORTER. 


MR.  WEBSTER’S  ARGUMENT 
In  the  supreme  court  of  the  U.  Stales , Feb.  9,  1839 
The  record,  (said  Mr.  W.)  presents  this  ease: 
The  bank  of  the  United  Stales  is  a corporation 
created  by  a law  ol  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  By 
that  act,  tlie  bank,  among  other  functions,  posses- 
ses that  of  dealing  in  bills  of  exchange.  Tn  the 
month  of  January,  1837,  having  funds  in  Mobile, 
this  batik,  through  the  instrumentality  of  its  agent, 


Mr  Poe,  purchased  a bill  of  exchange  to  remit  to 
New  York.  This  bill,  drawn  at  Mohile  upon  New 
York,  and  endoised  by  f Via.  I)  Primrose , the  de- 
lendant  in  this  case,  not  having  been  paid  either  at 
New  York  or  tiy  the  drawer,  the  bank  ol  ttie  Unit 
ed  Slates  has  instituted  this  suit  in  the  circuit  couri 
of  Alabama  to  recover  the  money  due  on  the  bill. 

In  the  court  below,  it  was  decided  that  the  con 
tract  by  Poe  in  beliall  of  the  bank  was  void,  on  two 
grounds:  First,  because  it  was  a contract  made  by 
the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  state  ol  Ala- 
bama; whereas  a bank  incorporated  by  the  state  ol 
Pennsylvania  can  do  no  act  out  of  the  limits  ol 
Pennsylvania;  Secondly,  because  Alabama  has  a 
bank  of  her  own,  the  capital  ol  which  is  owned  by 
the  state  hersell,  which  is  authorised  to  buy  amt 
sell  exchange,  and  from  the  profits  of  which  she 
derives  her  revenue;  and,  the  purchase  of  bills  ol 
exchange  being  a banking  operation,  the  purchase 
of  such  bills  by  others,  at  least  by  any  corporation, 
although  there  is  no  express  law  forbidding  it,  is 
against  the  policy  of  the  state  of  Alabama,  as  it 
may  be  inferred  from  the  provisions  of  the  consti- 
tution of  that  state  and  the  law  made  in  conformity 
thereto. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  parties  are  rightfully  in 
court.  It  is  admitted  also  that  the  defendant  is  a 
citizen  of  Alabama,  and  that  all  the  citizens  Who 
compose  the  corporation  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  are  citizens  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  or 
of  some  other  state  besides  Alabama.  The  question 
is,  can  they  as  a corporation  no  any  act  within  the 
state  of  Alabama?  In  other  words,  is  there  any 
thing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama which  prohibits,  or  rightfully  can  prohibit, 
citizens  of  other  states,  or  corporations  created  by 
other  states,  lrom  buying  and  selling  bills  of  ex- 
change in  the  state  of  Alahama? 

In  his  argument,  yesterday,  for  the  defendant  in 
this  case,  my  learned  friend,  (Mr.  Van  de  Graff), 
asked  certain  questions,  which  I propose  to  an- 
swer. 

Can  this  bank,  (said  he),  transfer  itself  into  the 
state  of  Alabama?  Certainly  not. 

Can  it  establish  a branch  in  the  slate  of  Alabama, 
there  to  perform  the  same  duties  and  transact  the 
same  business  in  all  respects  as  in  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Certainly  not. 

Can  it  exercise  in  the  state  of  Alabama  any  of  its 
corporate  lunctions.  Certainly  it  can. 

For  my  learned  friend  admits  ils  right  to  sue  in  that 
state,  which  is  a right,  that  it  possesses  solely  by 
the  authority  ot  the  Pennsylvania  law  by  which 
the  bank  is  incorporated. 

We  thus  clear  the  rase  of  some  difficulty  by  ar- 
riving at  this  point,  the  admission  on  both  sides 
that  there  are  certain  powers  which  the  bank  can 
exeicise  within  the  state  of  Alabama,  and  certain 
others  which  it  cannot  exercise. 

The  question  is,  then,  w hethrr  the  bank  can  ex- 
ercise, within  the  state  of  Alabama,  this  very  pow- 
er of  buying  a bill  of  exchange? 

Our  position  is,  that  she  can  buy  a bill  of  ex- 
change within  i he  state  of  Alabama;  because  there 
are  no  corporate  functions  necessary  to  the  act  of 
billing  of  a bill  of  exchange;  because  buying  and 
selling  exchange  is  a thing  oppn  to  all  the  woi  Id.  in 
Alabama  as  wyll  as  every  where  else;  because,  al- 
though the  power  to  buy  and  sell  bills  of  exchange 
be  conferred  upon  this  bank  by  its  charter,  and  it 
could  not  buy  orsell  a bill  of  exchange  without  that 
provision  in  ils  charter,  yet  this  power  was  confer- 
red upon  it.  as  were  other  powers  conferred  by  its 
cltai  ter,  to  place  the  bank  upon  the  same  footing  as 
an  ‘ individual — to  give  it  not  a monopoly,  not 
an  exclusive  privilege,  in  this  respect,  hut  simply 
the  same  power  w hich  the  members  of  tin?  corpora- 
tion, as  individuals,  have  an  unquestionable  light 
to  exercise.  The  banker,  the  broker,  the  im-rcliant. 
the  manufacturer,  all  buy  bills  of  exchange  as  indi- 
viduals; (he  individuals  who  compose  a corpora- 
tion may  do  it;  and  we  say  that  they  may  no  it, 
though  they  do  it  in  the  name  of,  and  for,  the  cor- 
poration. We  say,  nndoubiedly.  that  they  cannot 
acquire  power  under  the  Pennsylvania  charier  to 
do  acts  in  Alabama,  which  they  cannot  do  as  indi- 
viduals; but  we  say  that  the  corporation  may  do  in 
their  corporate  character,  in  Alabama,  allsuch  acts, 
authorised  by  their  charter,  as  the  members  thereof 
would  have  a right  to  perform  as  individuals. 

The  learned  counsel  on  the  other  side  was  cer 
tainly  not  disposed  to  concede,  gratuitously,  anv 
thing  in  this  case.  Yet.  he  did  admit  that  t h e r- 
might  be  a case  in  which  the  acts  of  a corporation, 
cieated  by  one  slate,  if  done  in  another  state,  would 
be  valid.  He  supposed  Hip  casp  of  a rail  road  com- 
pany in  one  state  sending  an  agent  info  anolliPi 
state  to  buy  iron  for  the  construction  of  the  road 
Without  conceding  expressly  the  point  of  law  in 
that  case,  he  admitted  that  it  would  be  a case  very 
different  from  the  present;  and  he  gave  as  a reason 


for  l hi.-!  admission,  that  it  would  be  a single  special 
act,  necissary  to  enable  the  corporation  io  execute 
its  lunctions  will  in  the  slate  to  which  it  belonged, 
and  in  this  respect  differing  lrom  the  case  now  un- 
iter consideration.  In  what  cii cumstance,  it  n ay 
well  be  asked,  do  the  cases  differ?  One  act  only  of 
tlie  corporation  ol  the  bank  of  the  United  btaUsis 
set  h>rlli  in  this  record,  and  that  act  stands  singly 
and  by  itself.  There  is  no  prool  before  the  court 
that  tlie  coiporation  ever  bought  another  bill  of  ex- 
change than  that  which  is  the  subject  of  this  suit. 
Tiansactions  of  this  nature  must  necessarily  come 
one  by  one  before  tlu3  court,  when  ti  ey  come  at 
all,  and  must  stand  or  tall  on  t tie ii  individual  inei  its, 
and  not  upon  tlie  supposition  of  any  policy  which 
would  recognise  the  legality  ol  a single  act,  and 
deny  the  validhy  of  the  dealings,  or  tiansactions, 
generally,  of  which  that  art  is  a part. 

Then,  as  to  the  other  reason  stated  by  my  learn- 
ed Ii  lend  in  support  of  the  idea  that  such  n purchase 
ol  iron  might  be  supported;  he  says  it  is,  because, 
that,  in  that  case,  the  purchase  being  made  abroad 
solely  to  enable  the  coiporation  to  perform  its  lunc- 
tions  at  home,  might  be  considered  legal,  under  the 
law  of  comity  from  one  state  to  another. 

Now,  (said  Mr.  Webster),  that  supposed  case  is 
precisely  the  case  before  tlie  court.  Here  is  the 
case  ol  a cotpoialion  established  in  Philadelphia, 
one  of  whose  lawful  functions  is  to  deal  in  exchange. 
A Philadelphia  merchant,  having  complied  with  the 
order  of-tiis  correspondent  in  Alabama,  draws  a bill 
upon  him  for  the  amount  due  in  consequence,  goes 
to  the  hank  of  the  United  Slates  and  sells  the  bill. 
The  funds  thus  realized  by  the  bank  liom  the  pur- 
chase o I bills  of  exchange  accumulate  in  Alabama. 
How  are  Hiose  funds  to  be  brought  back  by  the 
Philadelphia  corporation  w ithin  its  coni i nl  ? The 
bank  has  unquestioned  power  fi>  deal  in  hills  of  ex- 
change. Can  there  be  such  a thing  as  dealing  in 
exchange,  with  a power  to  act  only  on  one  end  of 
the  line?  Certainly  not.  How,  then,  is  the  bank 
of  Philadelphia  to  get  its  funds  back  lrom  Alaha- 
ma? Suppose  1 hat  it  were  to  send  an  agent  there, 
and  buy  specie.  Can  the  bank  ship  the  rp<  cie?  Can 
it  sign  an  agreement  for  the  freight,  insurance,  and 
charges  of  bringing  it  round?  To  do  that  world  be 
an  act  of  commerce,  of  navigation — not  ofexchange. 
A power  conferred  upon  a hank  to  deal  in  exchange 
would  be  perfectly  nngatoiy,  unless  accompanied 
by  a power  also  to  direct  its  funds  to  be  remitted. 
The  practical  result  of  a contrary  cons 'ruction 
would  he,  that  this  Pennsylvania  bank  may  cairy 
on  exchange  between  Philadelphia  and  Reading,  or 
Philadelphia  and  Lancaster,  but  not  bv  possibility 
with  Mobile,  or  any  other  eity  or  place  in  the 
south,  or  even  with  New  York,  Trenton,  or  Balti- 
more. Out  of  Pennsylvania  it  could  only  bin  and 
remit.  1 1 could  get  no  return.  An  exchange  that 
runs  but  one  way!  What  sort  of  an  exchange  is 
that? 

Having  cleared  the  case  of  some  of  these  gene- 
ralities, Mr.  Webster  proceeded  to  the  exposition 
of  what  lie  considered  a constitutional,  American 
view  of  the  question. 

The  record  of  this  rase  finds  that  tliesp  plaintiffs, 
the  memb-rsof  II  e coipoiaticn  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  are  citizens  of  other  slates,  and  1 1 at 
the  defendant  is  a citizen  of  Alabama.  Nowlin  ihe 
first  place,  (to  begin  uillithe  beginning  of  this  part 
| of  the  question),  what  are  the  relations  which  the 
individual  citizens  of  one  state  bear  to  the  individual 
citizens  of  any  oM>er  state  of  this  union? 

How  did  the  mallei  stand  before  the  revolution? 
Win  n these  states  were  colonies,  what  was  the  re- 
lation between  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  different  colo- 
nies? Certainly  it  was  not  that  ol  aliens.  They 
were  not.  inHe<  cl,  all  citizens  of  the  same  cootiv; 
but  certainly  they  were  h How  subjects,  and  owed 
a common  allegiance;  and  it  was  not  competent  (or 
Ihe  legislative  pow  r r to  say  that  the  citizens  of  any- 
one of  the  colonies  should  he  alien  to  the  other. 
This  w as  the  state  of  the  ease  until  the  4lh  of  July, 
1776,  v hen  this  common  allegiance  was  thrown 
off.  Alter  a short  interval  of  two  year5 — alter  the 
renunciation  of  that  allegiance — the  articles  of  con- 
federation were  adopted;  and  now  let  us  see  what 
was  the  relation  between  the  cilizei  s of  the  ilitii  r- 
ent  states  by  the  articled  of  confederation.  The 
government  had  become  a confederation.  But  it 
was  something  more — much  moie.  It  was  not 
merely  an  alliance  between  distinct  governments 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,  but  it 
recognised  and  confirmed  a community  of'  interest 
of  character,  arid  of  privileges,  betw-een  the  ciliz.  ns 
of  .the  several  states. 

“The  better  to  secure  and  perpetuate  mutual 
friendship  and  intercourse  among  the  people  of  Ihe 
different  stat'-s  in  ibis  union,”  said  the  4Hi  ofthe 
articles  of  confederation,  “Hie  free  inhabitants  of 
each  of  th.se  states  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  pri- 
vileges and  immunities  of  free  citizens  in  the  seve- 
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ru I slates;  and  the  people  of  each  stale  shad  have  j 
free  ingress  wild  egress  to  stud  from  any  other  state,  j 
a -it  shall  enjoy  therein  all  the  privileges  ot  trade  | 
and  co.iiiniiscfe,”  &«.  Fills  placed  the  inhabitants 
ot  eacti  slate  on  equal  ground  as  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  which  they  might  exercise  m eveiy  oilier 
state.  So  tilings  stood  at  the  adoption  oi  me  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  Tile  article  ol  the 
present  constitution,  in  fewer  words  and  more  ge- 
neral and  comprehensive  terms,  confirms  this  com- 
munity of  rights  and  privileges  in  the  following 
Jor.n:  "The  citizens  of  eacti  slate  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  ot  citizens  in 
Ilia  seveal  slates.9’  However  obvious  and  general 
this  provision  may  be,  it  will  be  found  to  have  some 
particular  application  to  the  case  now  belore  the 
court;  the  amcle  in  the  conlederation  serving  as 
the  expound,  r of  this  article  in  the  constitution. 

Time  this  article  11  the  constitution  dots  not  con- 
fer on  the  citizens  ot  each  state  political  rights  in 
every  other  state,  is  admitted.  A citizen  ot  Penn 
sylvania  cannot  go  into  Virginia  and  vole  at  an 
election  in  that  state;  though,  when  he  has  acquired 
a residence  in  Virginia,  and  is  otherwise  qualified, 
as  required  by  her  constitution,  he  becomes,  with- 
out formal  adoption  as  a citizen  ol  Virginia,  a citi- 
zen of  that  state  politically.  But,  for  the  purposes 
of  trade,  commerce,  buying  and  selling,  it  is  evi- 
dently not  in  tue  power  of  any  state  to  impose  any 
hindrance  or  embarrassment,  or  lay  any  excise,  toil 
duty,  or  exclusion,  upon  citizens  ol  other  stales,  to 
place  them,  coining  there,  upon  a different  looting 
from  her  own  citizens. 

There  is  one  provision,  then,  in  the  constitution, 
by  which  citizens  ol  one  state  may  trade  in  another 
without  hindrance  or  embarrassment. 

There  is  another  provision  ot  the  corftlitution  by 
-which  citizens  of  one  state  are  entitled  to  sue  citi 
zens  ofany  other  state  in  the  courts  ol  the  United 
States. 

This  is  a very  plain  and  clear  right  under  the 
constitution;  but  it  is  not  more  clear  than  the  pre- 
ceding. 

Here,  then,  are  two  distinct  constitutional  pro 
-visions  conferring  power  upon  citizens  ol  Penns,)  I- 
-vania  and  every  other  state,  as  to  what  they  may  do 
in  Alabama  or  any  other  sV.ie:  citizens  ot  other 
states  any  trade  in  Alabama  in  whatsoever  is  law- 
ful to  citiz  ns  of  Alabama;  and  it,  in  the  course  ol 
their  dealings,  they  have  claims  on  citizens  of  Ala 
baina,  they  may  sue  in  Alabama  ill  the' courts  of  the. 
United  States.  This  is  American,  constitutional 
law,  independent  of  all  comity  whatever. 

Bv  the  decisions  of  this  couit  it  has  b-en  settled 
that' this  right  to  sue  is  a right  which  may  be  exer- 
cised in  the  name  of  a corporation.  Here  is  one  ol 
their  rights  then,  which  may  be  exercised  in  Ababa 
ma  hv  citizens  of  anothe  r state  in  the  mime  of  a cor- 
poration. If  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  can  exercise 
in  Alabama  the  right  to  sue,  in  the  name  of  a cor- 
poration, what  hinders  them  from  exercising  in  the 
same  manner  this  other  constitutional  rigid,  the 
right  to  trade?  If  it  be  the  established  right  of  per- 
sons in  Pennsylvania  to  sue  in  Alabama  in  Ihe  name 
of  a corporation,  why.,  may  they  not  do  any  other 
lawful  act  in  the  name  of  a corporation?  If  no  rea- 
son to  the  contrary  can  be  given,  then  t-»e  law-  in 
the  one  case  is  the'law  also  in  the  other  case. 

My  learned  friend  says,  indeed,  that  suing  and 

making  a contract  are  different  things.  True;  bid 
this  argument,  so  far  as  it  has  any  force,  makes 
against  his  cause:  For  it  is  a much  more  distinct 
exercise  of  corporate  [tower  to  bring  a suit  than  by 
an  agent  to  make  a purchase.  What  does  the  law 
take’tobe  true  when  it  says  that  a corporation  ol 
one  state  may  sue  in  another?  Why,  that  (lie  cor- 
poration is  there,  in  court,  ready  to  submit  to  the 
court’s  decree,  a party  on  its  record.  But  in  the 
case  of  a purchase  of  the  bill  of  exchange,  such  as 
is  Ihe  subject  of  this  suit,  what  is  assumed?  No 
more  than  that  George  Poe  bought  a bill  of  ex- 
change and  paid  the  value  for  it  on  account  of  his 
employers  in  Philadelphia.  So  far  from  its  being 
a more  natural  right  for  a corporation  to  be  allowed 
to  sue,  it  is  a more  natural  right  to  be  allowed  to 
trade  in  a state  in  which  the  corporation  does  not 
exist  What  is  the  distinction?  Buying  a bill  ol 
exchange  is  said  to  be  an  act,  and  therefore  the  cor- 
poration could  not  do  it  in  Alabama.  Is  not  a suit 
an  acl?  Is  it  not  doing?  Does  it  not  in  truth  m- 
-volve  many  acts? 

The  truth  is,  that  this  argument  against  the  power 
of  a corporation  to  do  acts  beyond  the  territorial 
jurisdiction, of  the  authority  by  which  it  is  created, 
is  refilled  by  all  history  as  well  as  by  plain  reason. 

What  have  all  the  great  corporations  in  England 
been  doing  for  centuries  back?  The  English  East 
India  company,  as  far  back  as  Ihe  reign  ol  Eliza- 
beth, has  been  trading  ail  over  the  eastern  world. 
That  company  traded  in  Asia  before  Great  Britain 
kad  established  any  territorial  government  there, 


ami  in  other  parts  of  the  world  where  England  ne- 
ver pretended  to  any  territorial  authority,  file 
bank  ol  England,  established  in  1994,  lias  been 
aiway.$  trading  and  dealing  in  exchanges  and  bul- 
1 on  with  Hamburg,  A msterdam^aml  other  marls  ol 
Europe.  Numerous  other  corporations  have  been 
created  in  England  for  the  purpose  of  exercising 
power  over  matters  and  things  in  territories  wherein 
tne  power  of  England  has  never  been  exerted.  The 
whole  commercial  world  is  full  of  such  corporations, 
exmeising  similar  powers,  beyond  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  within  which  they  have  legal  existence. 

I say,  then,  that  the  right,  secured  to  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  sue  in  any  other  state  in  the 
name  ol  a corporation,  is  no  more  clear  than  this 
other  right  ol  such  a coiporation  to  trade  in  any 
oilier  state;  nor  even  so  clear;  it  is  a further-fetch- 
ed legal  presumption,  or  a much  greater  extent  of 
national  courtesy  or  comity,  to  suppose  a foreign 
corporation  actually  in  court,  in  its  legal  existence, 
with  its  legal  attributes,  and  acting  in  its  own  name, 
than  it  is  to  allow  an  ordinary  act  of  trade,  done  by 
its  agent,  on  its  own  account,  to  be  a valid  transac- 
tion. 

Mr.  W.  here  referred  to  an  opinion  of  this  court 
directly  bearing  on  Ibis  question.  It  was  the  case 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  vs.  Deveaux,  de- 
cided in  1809.  The  bank  here  mentioned  was  the 
first  b ulk  ol  the  United  States,  which  had  not,  like 
the  lust,  express  authority  given  in  its  charter  to 
sue  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  It  sued, 
thereloTe,  as  this  plaintiff  sues,  in  its  name  as  a cor- 
poration; but  with  an  averment,  as  here,  that  its 
members  were  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  the  action 
being  brought  against  a citizen  of  Georgia.  The 
only  question  wa<,  whether  the  plaintiffs  might  not 
exercise  their  constitutional  right  to  sue  in  the 
com  ts  of  the  United  States,  although  they  appeared 
in  tile  name  ot  their  Pennsylvania  corporation;  and 
Ihe  couit  decided  that  they  might.  “Substantially 
and  essentially,”  said  chief  justice  Marshall,  “the 
parties  in  such  a case,  where  the  members  of  the 
corporation  are  aliens,  or  citizens  of  a different 
.state  from  the  opposite  party,  come  within  the 
spirit  and  terms  of  the  jurisdiction  conferred  by  the 
constitution  on  the  national  tribunals.”  “That  cor- 
porations composed  of  citizens  are  considered  by 
the  legislature  as  citizens,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, is  to  be  strongly  inferred  from  the  regis- 
tering acts.  It  never  could  be  intended  that  an 
American  registered  vessel,  abandoned  to  an  insur- 
ance co  npany  composed  of  citizens,  should  lose  her 
character  as  an  American  v ssel;  and  yet  this  would 
be  tlie  consequence  of  declaring  that  the  members 
of  the  corporation  were,  to  eveiy  intent  and  pur- 
pose, oul  of  view,  a'mi  mergpd  in  the  corporation.” 

The  argument  here  is,  that  citizens  may  exer- 
cise tl'.eir  lights  of  suing,  as  such  citizens,  in  the 
name  of  their  corporation;  because,  in  such  a name, 
the  law  recognizes  them  as  competent  to  engage  in 
t ansactions,  hold  property,  and  enjoy  rights  pro- 
per lor  t hem  as  citiz  ms. 

II'  the  court  agree  in  this  language  of  its  own 
opinion  as  far  back  as  the  year  1809,  it  most  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. as  citizens  ol  the  United  States,  are  not  merged 
in  the  act  ot  incorporation  by  which  they  are  asso- 
ciated, and  under  which  they  are  parties  to  this  suit. 
If  there  ever  was  a human  being  thaUlid  not  argue  to 
the  obscure  from  the  more  obscure,  it  was  certainly 
the  late  chief  justice  of  the  United  Sta’es.  And 
what  was  his  argument  to  prove  that  the  citizens 
of  one  state  may  sue  in  another  by  a corporate 
name?  It  is  as  I have  said,  that  they  may  sue  by  a 
corporate  name,  because  they  can  do  acts  out  of 
Court  by  a corporate  name;  whilst,  directly  revers- 
ing this  conclusion,  it  has  been  held  in  this  case,  in 
tlte  court  below,  t hat.  w’hilst  a corporation  of  one 
state  may  rightly  sue  in  another,  it  cannot  do  any 
other  act  therein. 

In  this  view  of  the  case,  (said  Mr.  W.),  I see  no. 
occasion  to  invoke  Hie  law  of  comity  or  international 
courtesy  to  our  aid.  Here  our. case  stands,  inde- 
pendently of  that  law,  on  American  ground,  as  an 
American  question. 

Now,  as  to  the  reason  of  the  case  What  possi- 
ble difference  can  it  make  il  these  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania can  trade,  or  buy  and  sell  bills,  in  Alaba- 
ma, whether  the  trading,  or  buying  and  selling,  be 
under  one  agency  or  another?  That  Poe,  (the  agent 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  at  Mobile),  could, 
under  a power  of  attorney  from  a citizen  of  Phila- 
delphia, buy  and  sell  bills  of  exchange  in  Alabama, 
will  not  be  denied.  If,  without  an  act  of  incora- 
tion, several  citizens  of  Philadelphia  should  form  an 
association  to  buy  and  sell  bills  of  exchange,  with 
five  directors  or  managers  of  its  concerns;  those 
five  directors  may  send  as  many  agents  as  they 
please  into  oilier  states  to  buy  bills  of  exchange, 
&c.  Having  thus  formed  themselves  into  this  as- 
sociated company,  and  appointed  agents  for  the 


purpose  oi  transacting  tbeir  husiness,  if  Ihey  should 
go  one  step  iurther,  and  obtain  a charter  from  Penn- 
sylvania, that  their  meetings  and  proceedings  may 
ire  more  regular,  and  the  acls  of  the  association 
more  methodical,  w hat  would  be  the  difference,  in 
the  eye  ol  reason,  between  the  acts  of  the  members 
of  such  a corporal  ion,  and  the  act  of  the  same  in- 
dividuals associated  lor  the  same  purposes  without 
incorporalion,  and  acting  by  common  agents,  cor- 
respondents, or  attorneys?  The  ohicers  of  a bank 
are  but  the  agents  of  the  proprietors;  and  their  pur- 
chases and  sales  are  founded  upon  their  propeity, 
and  directed  by  their  will,  in  the  same  mariner  as 
tlie  acts  of  agents  of  unincorporated  associations  or 
partnerships.  The  Girard  bank,  we  all  know,  was 
never  incorporated  until  after  Mr.  Girard’s  death; 
yet  its  proprietor,  during  a considerable  part  ol  his 
life,  and  until  his  death,  acted  as  a b. inker.  Could 
be  not,  during  his  life,  send  an  agent  into  Alabama, 
and  there  purchase  bills  of  exchange?  And  if  his 
neighbors  over  the  way  chose  to  ask  for  an  act  of 
incorporation  from  the  state  or  Pennsylvania,  are 
they  thereby  any  less  entitled  1o  the  privileges 
common  to  all  other  citizens,  lhan  Stephen  Girard 
was? 

I agree,  certainly,  generally,  that  a state  law  can- 
not operate  exterritorially,  as  the  phrase  is.  But 
it  is  a rule  of  law  that  a slate  authority  may  create 
an  artificial  being,  giving  it  legal  existence;  and 
that  that  being,  thus  created,  may  legally  sue  in 
other  states  than  that  by  which  it  is  created.  It 
follows,  of  course,  as  a consequence  of  Ihe  right  of 
suit  in  another  state,  that  may  obtain  judgment 
there.  If  it  obtain  judgment,  it  may  accept  satis- 
faction of  that  judgment.  If  a judgment  be  obtain- 
ed in  Alabama  by  the  bank  of  Ihe  United  States, 
would  not  acknowledgment  of  satisfaction  by  an 
agent  of  the  bank  be  a satisfaction  of  the  decree  of 
the  court?  How  is  the  fruit  of  a suit  to  be  gathered, 
if  the  bank,  by  its  agent,  cannot  do  this  act?  What 
benefit  can  it  be  to  this  bank  to  be  allowed  to  sue 
in  Alabama,  if  it  cannot  take  the  money  sued  for? 
But  it  is  said,  by  the  court  below,  that  It  cannot  re- 
cover money  in  Alabama,  because  it  cannot  do  an 
act  there.  According  lo  this  argument,  although 
the  power  to  appeal  to  law  and  the  power  to  recov- 
er judgment  exist,  yet  the  fructus  legis  is  all  dust 
and  ashes. 

On  the  commercial  branch  of  this  question,  (Mr. 
Webster  continued),'  he  would  say  but  little.  But 
thus  much  he  would  say:  the  state  of  A lubama  can- 
not make  any  commercial  regulation  for  her  own 
emolument  or  benefit,  such  as  should  create  any 
difference  between  her  own  citizens  and  citizens 
of  other  states'.  He  did  not  say  that  the  sate  of  Ala- 
bama may  not  make  corporations,  and  give  to  them 
privileges  which  she  do»'S  ri ot  give  to  her  citizens. 
But  he  did  say,  that  she  cannot  create  a monopoly  to 
the  prejudice  of  citizens  of  overstates,  or  to  Ihe  dis- 
paragement or  prejudice  of  any  common  commercial 
right.  Suppose  that  a person  having  occasion  to  pur- 
chase bills  of  exchange  should  not  like  tlie  credit  of 
bills  sold  by  the  bank  of  Alabama;  or  suppose  ( what 
is  within  the  reach  of  possibility)  that  ihe  bank  of 
Alabama  should  fail;  may  not  a citizen  buy  bills 
elsewhere?  Or  is  it  supposed  that  tlie  slate  of  Ala- 
bama can  give  such  a preference  to_auy  institution 
of  her  own  in  the  buying  and  spiling  of  exchange, 
that  no  exchange  can  be  bought  and  sold  within 
herfmits  but  by  that  institution?  It  would  be,  doubt- 
less, doing  the  state  great  injustice  lo  suppose  that 
she  could  entertain  any  such  purpose. 

In  conclusion  of  the  argument  upon  this  point, 
(said  Mr.  Webster),  I maintain  that  the  plaintiff's 
in  this  case  had  a right  to  purchase  this  bill,  and  to 
recover  judgment  upon  it.  For  the  same- reason 
t hat  t hey  had  a right  lo  bring  this  suit,  they  had 
the  right  to  do  the  act  upon  which  the  suit  was 
brought. 

But,  if  the  rights  of  thp  plaintiffs,  under  this  con- 
stitutional view  of  the  case-,  be  doubted,  thi  n what 
has  been  called  the  comity  of  nations  obliges  the 
court  to  sustain  the  plaintiffs  in  this  cause. 

The  term  “comity”  is  taken  from  the  civil  law. 
Yattel  has  no  distinct  chapter  upon  that  head. 
But  the  doctrine  is  laid  down  by  other  ant hori lies 
with  sufficient  distinctness,  and  in  effect  by  him. 
It  is,  in  general  terms,  that  there  are,  between  na- 
tions at  peace  wi’h  one  another,  rights,  both  na- 
tional and  individual,  resulting  from  the  comity  or 
courtesy  due  from  on*e  friendly  nation  to  another. 
Among  these  is  the  right  to  sue  in  t heir  courts  re- 
spectively; the  right  to  travel  in  each  other’s  do- 
minions; the  right  to  pursue  one’s  vocation  in  trade; 
the  right  to  do  all  tilings  generally,  which  belong 
'o  the  citizens  proper  ol  eacli  country,  and  which 
they  are  not  precluded  from  doing  bv  some  positive 
law  of  the  state.  Among  these  rights,  one  of  the 
clearest  is  the  right  of  the  citizen  of  one  nation  to 
take  away  his  property  from  the  territory  of  any 
other  friendly  nation,  without  molestation  or  objec- 
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tio:.  This  is  what  we  call  tile  comity  of  nations. 
It  is  the  usage  of  nations,  anti  has  become  a posi 
five  obligation  oil  all  nations.  1 know  (said  Mr. 
Weustei ) tnat  n is  But  customary  or  voluntary  law; 
that  it  is  a law  existing  by  the  common  understand- 
ing ami  consent  of  nations,  and  not  established  lor 
the  government  of  nations  by  any  common  supei  ior. 
For  this  leason,  every  nation,  to  a 'certain  extent, 
judges  for  itself  of  the  extent  of  the  obligation  ol 
this  law,  and  put  its  own  construction  upon  it. 
Every  other  nation,  however,  has  a right  to  do 
the  same;  and  if,  therefore,  any  two  nations  differ 
irreconcilably  in  their  construction  ot  ibis  law, 
there  is  no  lesort  for  settling  that  difference  but  the 
ultima  ratio  resum. 

Tne  right  ol  a foreigner  lo  sue  in  the  courts  of 
any  country  may  he  regulated  by  particular  laws  or 
ordinances  ol  that  couniry.  He  may  be  lequired 
to  give  security  for  the  costs  of  suit  in  any  case,  or 
not  to  leave  the  country  unlit  Hie  end  ol  the  con- 
troversy. He  may  possibly  be  required  to  give  se- 
curity that  lie  will  not  carry  his  property  out  of  the 
country  till  bis  debts  are  paid.  But  if,  under  pre- 
tence of  such  regulation,  any  nation  shall  impose 
unreasonable  restrictions  or  penalties  on  t he  citi- 
zens of  any  other  nation,  the  power  of  judging  that 
matter  lor  itself  lies  vviih  that  other  nation.  Sup- 
pose that  the  government  of  the  United  Slates,  lor 
example,  should  say  that  every  foieigncr  should 
pay  in  o the  public  treasury'  ten,  twenty,  or  fifty  per 
cent,  of  any  amount  which  he  might  recover  by 
suit  in  our  courts  of  law  ; would  such  a regulation 
be  pei  f cl  ly  just  amt  right?  Or  would  nut  the  prac- 
tice of  such  extortion  upon  the  citizens  of  olher 
nations  be  a just  ground  of  complaint;  and,  ifunre 
dressed,  a ground  of  war,  much  more  sufficient 
than  most  of  the  causes  w hich  put  nations  in  arms 
against  one  another?  What  is,  iu  fact,  now  the 
q lesiion,  which  has  assumed  so  serious  an  aspect, 
between  the  government-;  of  France  and  Mexico? 
One  of  the  leading  causes  of  difference  between 
the  two  countries,  so  far  as  [ understand  it.  is  not 
that  the  courts  of  Mexico  are  not  open  to  the  citi- 
zens or  subjects  of  France,  but  that  the  courts 
do  not  do  justice  between  them  and  the  citizens  of 
Mexico;  iu  other  words,  that  French  subj  cts  are 
not  treated  in  Mexico  according  lo  the  comity  of 
the  law  of  nations.  [Mr.  Webster  said  he  did  not 
speak  of  the  merits  of  this  quarrel;  into  that  lie  did 
not  enter;  he  spoke  only  ol  things  alleged  between 
the  parlies].  Look  (said  Mr.  Webster)  into  Vattel, 
and  you  will  find  that  this  very  right  to  carry  away 
property,  tile  proceeds  of  trade  from  a foreign 
friendly  country,  b'j  exchange,  is  a w'ell  understood 
ami  positive  part  of  the  law  of  nations.  Suppose 
that  there  existed  no  tr  aties  between  the  United 
States  and  France  or  England,  guarantying  these 
rights  to  each  other’s  citizens;  those  rights  would 
yet  exist  by  tacit  consent  and  permission.  Sup- 
pose this  government,  in  the  absence  of  treaties, 
were  to  shut  its  courts  against  tile  citizens  of  ei- 
ther nation,  (to  do  so  would  he  only  a violation  of 
the  comity  of  nations),  and  should  grant  them  no 
redress  upon  complaint  being  made;  it  might  un- 
questionably be  ground  of  war  against  the  United 
States  by  that  nation. 

There  are  in  Loudon  several  incorporated  insur 
ance  companies.  Suppose  a ship  insured  by  one 
of  these  companies  should  be  wrecked  in  the  Chesa- 
peake hay.  Being  abandoned,  she  becomes  the 
property'  of  the  corporation  by  which  she  was  in- 
sured. 1 demind  whether  the  insurers  may  not 
come  and  take  this  property,  and  bring  an  action 
for  it,  if  necessary',  in  any  court  in  this  country, 
state  or  federal?  They  may  recover  by  an  action 
of  tort  against  the  wrong-doer.  They  may  replevy 
their  property,  if  necessary,  or  sell  it;  or  refit  it;  or 
send  it  back.  Unquestionably,  If  ariv  couniry  were 
to  debar  the  citizens  of  another  country  of  the  en- 
joyment of  these  common  rights  within  its  territo- 
rial jurisdiction,  it  would  be  cause  of  war.  I do 
not  mean  that  a single  act  of  that  sort  would  or 
should  bring  on  a war;  but  it  would  be  an  act  ol 
that  nature,  so  plain  and  iriairilest  a violation  of  our 
duty  under  the  law  of  nations,  as  to  justify  war. 
According  to  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  in 
the  present  case,  however,  these  insurance  compa- 
nies would  be  deprived  of  thei~  rightful  remedy. 
Yon  let  them  sue,  indeed;  but  i hat  is  all. 

Mr.  Webster  here  referred  to  a case  tried  some 
time  ago  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  Massachusetts 
district,  in  which  he  was  counsel,  in  which  a vessel 
insured  in  Boston  was  wrecked  in  Nova  Scotia, 
and  was  abandoned  to  the  insurers.  The  insur 
ance  office  sent  out  an  agent,  who  did  that  which 
the  owner  of  the  vessel  said  was  an  acceptance  of 
the  abandonment.  On  the  question  whether  the 
agent  of  the  Boston  office  accepted  the  abandon- 
ment, (said  Mr.  Webster),  the  court  decided  the 
case.  If  we  hail  said  that  we  sent  him  down,  in- 
deed, but  that  his  agency  ceased  when  he  got  fo 


the  boundary'  line  of  the  slate,  and  he  con  id  do  no 
act  when  lie  gut  beyond  n,aud  the  court  had  agreed 
with  us,  w e rnighi , pi.i  inijis,  ha ve  gamed  our  cause. 
But  it  never  occurred  to  ore,  nor  probably  lo  tile 
court,  that  the  agency  of  our  agent  terminated  the 
moment  t hat  he  passed  the  limits  ol  the  stale. 

The  law  of  comity  is  a part  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions; and  it  does  authorise  a corporation  of  any 
state  to  make  contract  beyond  the  limits  of  that 
state. 

How  does  a stale  contract?  How  many  of  the 
slates  ot  this  union  have  made  contracts  tor  loans 
in  England?  A state  is  sovereign,  in  a certain 
sense.  But,  when  a slate  suys,  u sues  as  a corpo- 
ration. When  it  enters  iniu  contracts  v\  ittl  Ihecjii- 
zens  of  foreign  nations,  It  does  so  in  its  corporate 
character.  1 now  say,  i hat  it  is  the  adjudged  and 
admitted  law  of  the  world,  that  corporations  have 
the  same  right  to  contract  and  to  sue  in  foreign 
countiies  as  individuals  have.  By  the  law  of  ua- 
lions,  individuals  ol  oilier  countries  are  allowed  iu 
Hus  country  to  contract  ami  sue;  and  we  make  no 
distinction,  in  the  case  of  individuals,  between  the 
right  to  sue  and  the  right  to  contract.  Nor  can 
any  such  distinction  be  sustained  in  law  in  the  case 
ot  coipoiatious.  Where,  in  history,  in  the  books, 
is  any  law  or  dictum  to  be  found  (except  the  disput- 
ed case  from  Virginia)  in  which  a distinction  is 
drawn  belw>  en  the  rights  of  individuals  and  oi  ccr 
porations  to  contract  and  sue  in  foreign  countries 
in  regard  lo  things,  generally,  free  and  open  to 
every  body  ? In  tile  whole  civilized  vvoild,  al  borne 
and  abroad,  iu  England,  Holland,  and  otiier  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  the  equal  lights  of  corporations 
and  individuals,  in  this  respect,  have  been  undis- 
puted until  now,  and  in  this  ease;  and  if  a distinc- 
tion is  to  be  set  up  between  them  at  this  day,  it  lies 
wiili  the  counsel  on  the  other  side  to  produce  some 
semblance  of  authority  or  show  of  reason  lor  it. 

But  it  is  argued,  that  though  this  law  of  comity 
exists  as  between  independent  nations,  it  docs  not 
exist  between  the  slates  of  this  union.  That  argu- 
ment appears  to  have  been  the  foundation  of  the 
judgment  in  the  court  below. 

In  respect  to  this  law  of  comity,  it  is  said,  slates 
are  not  nations;  they  have  no  national  sovereignly; 
a sort  ofiesuiuum  of  sovereignly  is  all  that  remain - 
to  them.  The  national  sovereignty,  it  is  said,  is 
conferred  on  this  government,  and  part  ol  the  muni- 
cipal sovereignty.  The  rest  oi  the  municipal  sove- 
reignty belongs  to  the  states.  Notwithstanding  the 
respect  which  I entertain  for  the  learned  judge  who 
presided  in  that  court,  I cannot  lollow  in  the  train 
of  his  argument.  1 can  make  no  diagram,  such  as 
this,  of  the"  partition  of  national  character  between 
the  state  and  the  general  governments.  I cannot 
map  it  out,  and  say  so  far  is  national,  and  so  far  mu- 
nicipal; and  here  is  the  exact  line  where  the  one 
begins  and  the  other  ends.  We  have  no  second 
Laplace,  and  we  never  shall  have,  wiili  his  Media 
niqe  Politique,  able  lo  define  and  describe  the  orbit  ol 
each  sphere  in  our  political  system  with  such  exact 
mathematical  precision.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
arranging  these  governments  of  ours  by  the  laws  ol 
gravitation,  so  that  they  w ill  be  sure  to  go  on  forever 
without  impinging.  These  institutions  are  prac 
tical,  admirable,  glorious,  blessed  creations.  Sail 
they  were,  when  created,  experimental  ins! it i»1  ions, 
and  iftlie  convention  which  framed  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  hail  set  down  in  it  ceriain  ge- 
neral definitions  of  pow  ers,  such  as  have  been  alleg- 
ed in  the  argument  of  Ibis  rase,  and  stopped  Iheie, 

I verily  believe  that,  in  the  course  of  t lie  lify  years 
which  have  since  elapsed,  this  government  would 
have  never  gone  into  operation. 

Suppose  that  this  constitution  had  said,  in  terms, 
after  tile  language  of  the  court  below,  all  national 
sovereignty  shall  belong  lo  the  United  Stales;  all  mu- 
nicipal sovereignty  to  Ike  several  slates.  1 will  say, 
that  however  clear,  however  distinct,  such  a defini- 
tion may  appear  to  those  who  use  it,  the  employ- 
ment of  it  in  the  constitution  could  only  have  led  lo 
utter  confusion  and  uncertainly.  1 am  not  prepar- 
ed to  say  that  the  states  have  no  national  sovereign- 
tv.  The  laws  of  some  of  the  states — Maryland  and 
Virginia,  lor  instance — provide  punishment  for 
treason.  TIip  power  thus  exercised  is  certainly  not 
municipal.  Virginia  has  a law  of  alienage  that  is  a 
power  exercised  against  a foteign  nation.  Does  not 
the  question  necessarily  arise,  when  a power  is  ex 
ercised  concerning  an  al  ien  enemy--eneniy  to  whom? 
The  law  ol  escheat,  which  exists  in  many  states,  is 
also  the  exercise  of  a great  sovereign  power. 

The  term  “sovereignty”  does  not  occur  in  the 
constitution  at  all.  The  constitution  treats  states 
as  states,  and  the  United  States  as  the  United  States; 
and  bv  a careful  enumeration  declares  all  the  pow- 
ers that  are  granted  to  the  United  Slates,  and  all  Hie 
rest  are  reserved  to  the  states.  If  we  pursue,  to  the 
extreme  point,  the  powers  granted,  and  the  powers 
reserved,  the  powers  of  the  general  and  state  go- 


M'rnments  v\  ill  he  found,  it  is  lo  be  feared,  impinging, 
and  in  coullici.  Our -hope,  is,  that  the  pinch  nee 
and  pafriol  ism  ol  lire  si  ales,  and  (he  w isilnm  or  this 
government,  will  prevent  that  catasliuphe.  For 
myself,  I will  pursue  the  advice  of  Hie  court  in  De- 
veau’s  case;  Iwill  avoid  nice  metaphysical  subtil- 
ties,  and  all  useless  theories;  1 will  keep  my  leet 
out  of  (ho  traps  of  general  definition;  I will 
keep  my  feet  out  of  all  Iraps;  I will  keep  to  things 
as  they  are,  and  go  no  further  lo  inquire  what  they 
might  be,  if  tlmy  we  re  not  w hat  Hu  y are.  The 
states  of  this  union,  as  states,  are  sir hj.  ct  to  all  Hie 
voluntary  and  customary  law'  of  nations.  [Mr.  Wt  li- 
ster here  referred  to,  amt  quoted  a passage  horn 
Vatt.  l,  paged,  which,  lie  said,  clearly  showed  that 
states  connected  together  as  are  the  states  ol  this 
union,  must  be  considered  as  much  component  parts 
of  the  law  of  nations  as  any  others.] 

If,  for  the  decision  of  any  question,  the  proper 
rule  is  lo  be  found  in  the  law  ol  nations,  the  law  i.d- 
lieies  to  the  subject.  It  follows  the  subject  tluough 
no  matter  in  o wliat  place,  high  or  low.  You  can- 
not escape  the  law  of  nations  in  a case  where  it  is 
applicable.  The  air  of  every  jud  cat  u re  isIVillof  it. 
It  pervades  the  courts  oh  law  of  the  highest  cha- 
racier,  and  the  court  ol  pic  pond  re;  ay,  even  t lie  con- 
stable’s court.  It  is  part  of  the  universal  law.  It 
may  share  the  gloiious  eulogy  pro  non  nerd  by  Hook- 
er upon  law  itsell;  ! hat  there  is  nothing  so  high  as 
to  he  beyond  the  reach  ol  its  power,  nothing  so  low 
as  lo  be  beneath  its  care.  1 1 any  question  be  w ithin 
the  influence  of  the  law  of  nations.  Ihe  law  of  nations 
is  there.  If  the  law  of  comity  does  not  exist  be- 
tween the  states  of  this  union,  how  can  it  exist  be- 
tween a state  and  the  subjects  of  a riy  foreign  sove- 
i\  igrity. 

Upon  all  the  considerations  that  I have  given  to 
the  case,  the  conclusion  seems  to  me  inevitable,  that 
if  the  law  of  comity  do  not  exist  bet  ween  the  stati  s 
of  this  union,  it  cannot  exist  between  the  states  in- 
dividually and  foreign  powers.  It  is  true  a stale 
cannot  make  a treaty;  she  cannot  be  a parfv  to  a 
m-w  chapter  on  the  law  of  nations;  but  tile  law 
which  prevails  among  nations — the  customary  rule 
of  judicature,  recognised  by  all  nations — binds  her 
in  all  her  courts. 

I have  heard  no  answer  lo  another  argument.  If 
a contract  be  made  in  New  York,  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  it  is  to  he  there  executed,  arid  suit  is  brought 
upon  it  in  Alabama,  il  is  to  bedecidrd  by  the  law 
of  the  slate  in  w hicli  the  contract  w as  made.  In  a 
case  now  before  this  court,  there  has  been  a deci- 
sion by  the  court  of  Alabama,  in  which  that  court 
has  mulertnkt  n to  learn  the  law  of  Hie  statp  of  Ne  w 
York,  and  administer  It  in  Alabama.  Why  take 
uoHce  in  Alabama  of  tiie  law  of  New  York?  Be- 
cause simply,  there  are  cases  in  which  Ihe  courts  in 
Alabama  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to  administer  that 
law,  and  lo  enforce  lightsfircordingly.  That  (said 
Mr.  Webster)  is  the  ve'iy  point  lor  which  we  con- 
tend,  viz:  Hie  court  in  Alabama  should  have  gi\ en 
elf  ct  to  rights  exeicised  in  that  state  by  the  plain- 
tiff in  the  present  cause,  under  the  authority  of 
Pennsylvania,  without  prejudice  to  Ihe  state  of  Ala- 
bama. 

After  all  (hat  'has  been  said  in  argument  about 
corporations,  they  are  but  forms  of  special  pailm  r- 
sliip,  in  some  of  which  the  partners  are  severally 
liable.  The  w holejend  ami  aim  ofmost  of  them,  as 
w’ilh  ns,  is  to  concentrate  the  means  of  small  capital- 
ists in  a form  in  which  t hey  can'be  used  to  advan- 
tage. 

In  Hie  eastern  states,  manufactures  too  extensive 
for  individual  capital  are  cariied  on  in  Ibis  way.  A 
large  quantity  of  goods  is  manufactured  and  sold  to 
Ihe  south,  out  of  cotton  bought  in  the  south,  to 
the  amount  of  many  millions  in  every  year.  Up- 
on Ihe  principle  of  the  decision  in  the  court  be- 
low, the  manufacturers  of  the  goods  and  the  grow- 
ers of  the  cotton  would  lie  equally  precluded  from 
recovering  their  dues.  What  w ill  our  fellow-citi- 
zens of  the  south  say  to  Ibis?  If,  after  we  have  get 
t heir  cotton,  they  cannot  get  their  money  for  it,  they 
will  be  in  no  great  love,  1 think  with  these  new 
doctrines,  aboul  the  comity  of  states  and  nations. 

Again,  look  at  the  question  as  it  regaids  the 
insurance  offices.  How  are  all  marine  insurances, 
fire  insurances,  and  life  insurances,  effected  in  Ibis 
country,  bill  by  the  agency  of  companies,  incorpo- 
rated by  Ihe  several  states?  And  the  insurances 
made  bv  these  companies  beyond  the  limits  of  their 
particular  states,  are  I hey  all  void?  I suppose  that 
the  insurances  against  fire,  effected  for  companies 
at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  alone,  bv  agents  all 
over  Hie  northern  states,  may  amount  to  an  aggre- 
gate of  some  millions  of  dollars.  I remember  a 
case  occurring  in  New  Hampshire,  of  a suit  against 
(me  of  those  companies  tor  the  amoun'  of  an  insur- 
ance, in  which  a recovery  was  had  against  the 
company:  and  nothing  was  said,  nor  probably 
thought,  of  such  a contract  ofinsurance  being  illegal 
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on  the.  ground  that  a corporation  of  Connecticut 
con i 1 1 not  do  an  act  or  make  a contract  in  New 
Hampshire.  Are  those  insnrances  all  lo  be  held 
void,  upon  the  principle  of  the  decision  from  Ala- 
bama? 

An  I as  to  notes  issued  by  banks:  if  one  in  Ala- 
bama hold  the  notes  of  a bank  incorporated  by 
Pennsylvania,  are  they  void?  If  one  be  robbed 
there  of  such  notes,  is  it  no  theft?  Ef  one  counter- 
feits those  notes  there,  is  it  no  crime?  Are  all 
such  notes  mere  nullities,  when  out  of  the  state 
where  issued? 

R.T-rence  has  been  made  to  the  statute  books  to 
silo  w cases  in  which  the  slates  have  forbidden  foreign 
insurance  companies  from  making  insurances  with- 
in their  limits’.  But  no  such  prohibition  has  been 
shown  against  insurances  by  citizens  of,  or  compa- 
nies created  in,  the  different  states.  Is  not  this  an 
exact  case  for  the  application  of  the  i ule  exceptio 
probul  regulam?  The  fact  of  such  prohibitory  le- 
gislation stiows  that  citizens  of  other  states  have, 
and  that  citizens  of  foreign  powers  had,  before  th -y 
were  excluded  by  law,  the  right  to  make  insur- 
ances in  any  and  every  one  of  the  states. 

Mr.  VV.-bster  next  called  the  attention  of  the  court 
to  the  deposite  law  passed  by  congress  on  the  23d 
of  June,  1336.  It  was  (said  he)  one  of  the  condi- 
tions upon  whicn,  under  that  act,  any  state  bank 
should  beco  lie  a depository  of  the  public  money, 
that  it  should  enter  into  obligations  ‘‘to  render  to 
the  government  all  the  duties  and  services  hereto- 
fore required  by  law  to  be  performed  by  the  late 
bank  of  the  United -States,  and  its  several  branches 
or  offices;”  that  is,  to  remit  money  to  any  part  of 
the  United  States,  transfer  it  from  one  state  to  an- 
other, &c,  But  that  acl  required,  also,  something 
more:  and  it  shows  how  little  versed  we  in  congress 
were  (a  id  I take  to  myself  my  full  share  of  the 
shame),  in  tile  legal  obstacles  to  the  doing  of  acts 
in  one  state  by  corporations  of  other  states.  The 
first  section  of  that  aci  provides,  that  “in  those  states, 
territories,  or  districts,  in  which  there  are  no  banks,” 
&c..  the  secret.!  y of  the  treasury  “may  make  .ar- 
rangement with  a b ink  or  banks  in.  none  other  state 
territory  ordistricl,  to  establish  an  agency  or  agencies 
in  the  states , territories,  or  districts,  so  ilestilute  of 
banks,  as  banks  of  deposite,”  &c.  Here  is  an  ex 
press  recognition  by  congress  of  the  power  of  a 
state  bank  to  create  an  agent  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  as  a bank  in  another  state  or  territory. 

It  has  been  said  that,  as  there  is  no  law  of  comity 
under  the  law  of  nations  between  the  states,  it  re- 
mains for  the  legislatures  of  the  several  s’ates  to 
adopt,  in  their  conduct  towards  each  other,  as  much 
of  the  principle  of  comity  as  they  pleasm  Hue, 
then,  there  is  to  b>  negotiation  between  the  states, 
to  determine  how  far  they  will  observe  this  law  of 
comity.  They  are  thus  required  to  do  precisely 
what  they  cannot  do.  States  cannot  make  treaties 
nor  compacts.  A state  cannot  negotiate.  It  can 
not  even  hold  an  Indian  talk!  And  now,  J would 
ask,  how  it  happens,  at  this  time  of  the  day,  ! hat 
this  court  shall  be  called  upon  to,  make  a decision 
contrary  to  the  spiritof  the  constitution,  .and  against 
the  whole  course  of  decisions  i#n  this  country  and  in 
Europe,  and  the  undisputed  practice  under  this  go 
verninent  for  fifty  years,  overturning  the  law  of 
comity,  and  leaving  it  to  the  stales,  each  to  establish 
a comity  for  itself  ? 

Mr.  VV.  here  took  leave  of  the  question  of  the 
power  of  a corporation  created  by  one  of  the  states 
to  make  contracts  in  another. 

I now'proeeed  (said  Mr.  W.)  toconsider  whether 
there  be  any  thing  in  the  law  or  constitution  of  the 
state  of  Alabama  which  prevents  the  agent  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  in  that  state  from  making 
such  a contract  as  that  which  is  the  foundation  of 
this  suit. 

It  is  said  that  the  buying  of  a bill  of  exchange  by 
such  agent  is  contrary  to  the  policy  ol  the  state  ol 
Alabama;  and  this  is  inferred  from  the  law  esta- 
blishing the  bank  of  Alabama;  that  bank  being  au- 
thorised to  deal  in  bills  of  exchange,  and  the  con- 
stitution of  the  state,  authorising  the  establishment 
of  no  other  than  one  bank  in  the  state. 

This  (said  Mr.  VV.)  is  a violent  inference. 

How  does  the  buying  or  selling  bills  ot  exchange 
in  Alabama,  by  another  purchaser  than  the  bank  ol 
Alaha  na,  infringe  her  policy?  Because,  it  is  said, 
it  di  ninishes  the  profits  which  she  derives  from  tile 
dealings  of  the  bank.  Profit  is  her  policy,  it  is  ar- 
gued; gain,  her  end  Is  it  against  her  policy  for 
Mr.  Biddle  to  buy  bills,  because  his  bank  is  incor 
porated;  and  not  against  her  policy  for  Mr.  Girard 
to  buy  bills,  because  his  is  not  incorporated?  Or. 
how  far  doffs  she  carry  this  policy  imputed  to  her? 
I3  no  one  to  be  allowed  to  buy  or  sell  bills  of  ex- 
change in  Alabama  but  a hank  of  her  own,  which 
may  or  may  not  be  in  credit,  ar.d  may  or  may  not 
be  solvent?  It  would-be  strange,  indeed,  were  any 
state  in  this  union  to  adopt  such  a policy  as  this. 


But,  if  the  argil  neat  founded  on  this  inferred  policy 
ol  Alabama  amounts  to  any  thing,  it  proves,  not  that 
incorporated  citizens  ol  olher  slates  cannot  buy  01 
sell  bills  there,  but  that  it  is  the  policy  of  Alabama 
to  prevent  other  citizens  from  buying  bills  at  all  in 
Alabama. 

i think  (said  Mr.  W.)  that  there  is  no  just  foun 
dation  for  the  inference  of  any  such  policy  on  the 
part  of  the  state  of  Alabama.  By  referring  to 
Akins’  Digest  of  the  laws  of  that  state,  it  will  be 
found  that  she  has  carried  her  policy  a little  ^further 
than  merely  the  establishing  of  a bank.  Her  pub- 
lic officers  are  authorised  to  receive  the  notes  ol 
banks  of  other  stales  in  payment  of  dues  to  her; 
and  she  has  enacted  laws  to  punish  the  forgery  of 
notes  of  other  banks.  Now,  taking  her  acts  to- 
gether, considering  them  as  a whole,  the  inference 
which  has  been  drawn  from  her  establishment  of  a 
state  bank  under  her  constitution  is  certainly  not 
sustained. 

To  consider  this  argument,  however,  more-close- 
ly:  it  is  assumed  by  it,  first,  that  the  state  meant, 
by  her  legislation,  to  take  to  herself  all  the  profils 
of  banking  wiihin  her  territorial  limits;  and,  second- 
ly, that  the  act  of  buying  and  selling  a bill  of  ex- 
change belongs  to  banking. 

The  profits  of  banking  are  derived  more  from  cir- 
culation than  from  exchange.  If  the  state  meant, 
through  her  hank  policy,  to  take  all  the  profits  ol 
banking,  why  has  she  not  taken  all  the  profits  of 
circulation?  Not  only  she  has  done  no  such  thing, 
but  she  protects  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  banks 
of  other  states. 

Mr.  VV.  bpgged  now  to  ask  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  the  court  to  this  question:  What  is  banking? 

Alabama,  in  reference  to  banking,  lias  done  no- 
thing but  establish  a bank,  and  given  it  the  usual 
banking  powers.  And  whrn  the  learned  counsel 
on  the  other  side  speak  of  banking,  what  do  they 
mean  by  it?  A bank  deals  in  exchange;  and  it 
buys  or  builds  houses  also:  so  do  individuals.  If 
here  be  any  thing  peculiar  in  these  acts  by  a bank, 
it  must  be  not  in  the  nature  of  the  acts  individually, 
hut  in  the  aggregate  of  the  whole.  What  consti- 
tutes banking,  must  be  something  peculiar.  There 
are  various  acts  of  legislation  by  different  states  in 
ibis  country  lor  granting  or  preventing  the  exeicise 
of  bulking  privileges.  But  has  any  law  ever  been 
passed  to  authorise  or  to  prevent  the  buying  by  an 
individual  of  a bill  of  exchange?  No  one  has  ever 
h aid  of  such  a thing.  The  laws  to  restrain  bank- 
ing have  all  been  directed  to  one  end;  that  is,  to  re- 
ress  the  uiiau'h  irised  circulation  of  paper  money. 
There  are  various  other  functions  performed  by 
banks;  but,  in  discharging  all  these,  they  only  do 
what  unincorporated  individuals  da. 

What  is  that,  then,  without  which  any  institution 
is  not  a bank,  and  with  which  it  is  a bank?  It  is  a 
I mwer  to  issue  promissory  notes  with  a view  to  their 
circulation  as  money. 

Our  ideas  of  banking  have  been  derived  princi- 
pally from  the  act  constituting  the  first  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  idea  of  that  bank  was  bor- 
rowed from  the  bank  of  England  To  ascertain 
the  character  and  peculiar  functions  of  the  bank  of 
England,  Mr.  W.  had  referred,  and  referred,  the 
court,  to  various  authorities:  to  McCulloh’s  Com- 
mercial Dictionary;  to  Smollett’s  continuation  of 
Home's  England:  to  Godfrey’s  History  of  the  bank 
of  England,  in  lord  Somer’s  Tracts,  11th  volume, 
1st  article;  to  Anderson’s  History  of  Commerce, 
&c.  -e 

The  project  of  the  bank  of  England  was  con- 
ceived, Mr.  W.  said,  by  Mr.  Paterson,  a Scotch 
gentleman,  who  had  travelled  much  abroad,  and 
h.d  seen  somewhere,  (he  believed  in  Lombardy), 
a small  bank  which  issued  tickets  or  promises  of 
payment  of  money.  From  this  he  took  the  idea  of 
a bank  of  circulation.  That  was  in  1694.  At  that 
time  neither  inland  bills  nor  promissory  notes  were 
negotiable  or  transferable,  so  as  to  enable  the  holder 
to  bring  suit  thereon  in  his  own  name.  There  was 
no  negotiable  paper  except,  foreign  bills,  of  ex 
change.  Mr.  Paterson’s  conception  was,  that  the 
notes  of  the  bank  of  England  should  be  negotiable 
toties  quoties , or  transferable  from  hand  to  hand, 
payable  at  the  b ink  in  specie,  either  on, demand,  or 
at  very'short  sight.  This  conception  had  complete, 
success,  because  there  was  then  no  other  inland 
piper,  either  bills  or  notes,  which  were  negotiable. 
Pile  whole  field  was  occupied  by  bank  of  England 
notes.  In  1698  inland  bills  were  made  negotiable 
hv  act  of  parliament;  and  in  the  fourth  year  of 
queen  Anne’s  reign  promissory  notes  were  made 
negotiable.  Of  course,  after  this,  every  bod  y might 
issue  promissory  notes;  and  where  they  had  credit 
enough,,  they  might  circulate  as  money.  There  is 
not  much  of  novelty  in  the  inventions  of  mankind. 
Under  this  state  of  things,  that  took  place  in  Eng- 
land which  we  have  seen  so  often  take  place  among 
us,  and  which  we  have  put  to  the  account  of  mo- 


dern contrivance.  Large  companies  were  formed, 
with  heavy  amounts  of  capital,  for  purposes  not 
professedly  banking;  one,  especially,  to  carry  on 
the  mining  business  on  a large  scale.  These  com- 
panies issued  promissory  notes,  payable  on  demand, 
and  these  notes  readily  got  into  circulation  as  cash, 
fo  the  prejudice  of  the  circulation  of  the  bank  of 
England.  But  parliament  being  at  this  time  in 
great  want  of  ready  money  for  the  expenditures  of 
the  war  on  the  continent,  the  bank  proposed  to  dou- 
ble its  capital,  and  to  lend  this  new  hall  of  it  to  go- 
vernment, if  government  would  secure  to  the  bank  an 
exclusive  circulation  of  its  voles.  The  statute  of  the 
6th  of  Anne,  chapter  22,  was  accordingly  passed; 
which  recites  that  olher  persons  and  divers  corpora- 
tions have  presumed,  to  borrow  money , and  lo  deal  as 
a bank,  contrary  to  former  ucls;  and  thereupon  it  is 
enacted,  that  “no  corporation,  or  more  than  six  per- 
sons in.  partnership,  shat I borrow , owe , or  take  up 
any  money  on  their  bills  and.  notes, payable  at  demand, 
or  at  less  than  six  months  from  the  borrowing.”  This 
provision  has  been  often  re-enacted,  and  eonstimtes 
the  banking  privilege  of  the  bank  ofEngland.  Com- 
petition was  not  feared  from  the  circulation  of  in- 
dividual notes.  Hence  individuals  or  partnerships 
of  not  more  than  six  persons  have  been  al  liberty  to 
issue  small  notes,  payable  ori  demand;  in  other 
words,  notes  for  circulation.  And  we  know  lhat 
in  the  country  such  notes  have  expensively  circu- 
lated; but  private  bankers  in  London  i the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  bank,  though  it  was  lawful,  have  not 
found  it  useful  to  issue  their  own  notes.  So  that 
the  banking  privilege  of  the  bank  ofEngland  con- 
sisted simply  in  the  privilege  of  issuing  notes  for  cir- 
culation, white  that  privilege  is  forbidden,  by  taw.  to 
alt  other  corporations,  and  all  large  partnerships  and 
associations. 

This  privilege  was  restrained  ir  1826,  so  as  not 
to  prohibit  banking  companies,  except  wiihin  the 
distance  of  sixty-five  miles  of  London;  and,  at  the 
same  time  no'es  of  the  bank  w jre  made  a tender 
in  payment  of  all  debts,  except  by  the  bank  itself. 
This  provision  may  be  considered  as  a new  privi- 
lege; but  it  does  not  belong  to  the  original  and 
essential  idea  of  banking.  Mr  Mr.  McCulloh  re- 
marks, and  truly?  that  all  that  government  has  pro- 
perly to  do  with  the  banks  is  only  so  far  as  they  are 
banks  of  issue.  Upon  ihe  same  prinriple,  the 
banks  of  otherconntries  of  Europe  are  incorporated, 
with  the  privilege  to  issue  and  circulate  notes,  as 
their  distinctive  character.  Here  Mr.  W.  explained 
the  character  of  the  banks  of  France,  Belgium.  &c. 

Now',  how  is  it  in  our  own  country?  AVhen  onr 
state  legislatures  have  nndeitalcen  to  restrain  bank- 
ing, the  great  end  in  view'  has  been  to  prevent  the 
circulation  of  notes.  Mr  W.  here  referred  to  the 
statute  books  of  Massachusetts,  Maine,. -Rhode  Is- 
land and  New  Hampshire,  for  restraining  unautho- 
rised companies  from  issuing  notes  of  circulation. 
He  thru  turned  to  the  statute  of  Ohio,  imposing  a 
punishment  lor  unauthorised  banking.  Her  law 
defines,  in  the  first  place,  what  constitutes  a bank, 
viz:  the  issuing  of  notes  which  pass  bv  delivery, 
and  intended  for  circulation  as  cash.  That  (said 
Mr.  VV.)  is  the  true  d-  finition  of  a bank,  as  w e un- 
derstand it,  in  this  country.  Mr.  VV.  referred  also 
t.i  the  laws  of  other  states.  Maryland.  New  Jersey, 
Missouri.  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Virginia,  Georgia,  all  to  the  same 
effect.  The  law’  of  the  state  of  Alabama  herself, 
said  he,  is  much  more  important,  in  thi3  view  of 
the  case,  than  that  of  any  other  state.  The  consti- 
tution of  the  state  of  Alabama  was  established  in 
1819;  the  law  creating  the  bank  of  Alabama  was 
passed  in  1323.  The  constitution  and  this  law  are 
all  the  authorities  from  which  the  inference  has 
been  drawn  of  the  policy  of  the  state  of  Alabama. 
Did  she  suppose  by  this  law  that  she  was  establishing 
such  a monopoly  of  the  purchase  of  hills  of  ex- 
change as  has  been  conti  nded  for  in  this  case? 
Certainly  not.  For.  by  a law  passed  afterwards, 
she  restiained  the  circulation  of  uminthor  sed  bank 
notes;  that  is,  notes  not  issued  by  some  anlhorised 
banks  But  did  she.  also,  restrain  dealings  in  ex- 
change? She  did  no  such  thing.  Nor  is  there  any 
thing,  either  in  the  constitution  or  the  laws  of  the 
state  of  Alabama,  which  shows  that  by  hanking  she 
ever  meant  more  than  the  circulation  of  bills  as 
currency.  There  is  nothipg,  therefore,  in  any  law, 
or  any  policy,  of  Alabama,  against  the  purchase  of 
bills  of  exchange  by  others  as  well  as  by  the  bank 
of  Alabama.  She  has  prohibited,  by  law,  other 
transactions  which  are  clearly  banking  transac- 
tions; but  she  has  not  touched  this.  If  evpn  her 
banking  policy  includes  as  well  buying  exchange 
as  circulation,  and  she  guards  against  competition 
in  the  one,  and  leaves  the  other  open,  who  can  say, 
in  the  face  of  such  evidence,  that  it  is  her  policy  to 
guard  against  what  she  leaves  free  and  nnrestraim  d? 

Is  there  any  thing  in  the  constitution,  or  any 

ground  in  the  legislation  of  Alabama,  to  sustain  the 
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allegation  which  has  been  made  of  her  policy?  If 
not,  is  the  existence  of  such  a policy  to  be  esta- 
blished here  by  construction,  and  that  construction 
far  fetched? 

Mr.  VV.  here  rested  his  argument  on  this  case, 
which,  he  said,  had  been  discussed  by  others  so 
ably  as  not  to  justify  his  occupying  the  time  of  the 
court  by  going  further  into  it. 

The  learned  counsel  on  the  other  side  had,  in  the 
course  of  his  argument  ol  yesterday,  alluded  to  the 
newspapers,  which,  he  said,  had  treated  the  deci- 
sion of  the  coup  below  scornfully.  Mr.  Webster 
said  he  was  sorry  to  hear  it;  lor  the  learned  judge 
had  acted,  in  his  decision,  he  had  no  doubt,  under 
a high  sense  of  duty.  1 have  been  told,  (said  Mr. 
W.  j but  I ha\  e not  seen  it,  that  a press  in  this  city, 
since  this  case  has  been  under  consideration  in  this 
court,  has  undertaken  to  speak,  in  a lone  something 
appioaching  to  that  of  command,  of  the  decision 
upon  it  to  be  expected  from  this  court.  Such  con- 
duct is  ce'tainly  greatly  discreditable  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  country,  as  well  as  disrespectful  and 
injurious  to  the  court. 

A learned  gentleman  on  the  other  side  said,  the 
other  day,  that  he  thought  he  might  regard  himself, 
in  this  cause,  as  having  the  country  for  his  client. 
He  only  meant,  doubtless,  to  express  a strong  opi- 
nion that  the  interest  of  the  country  required  the 
case  to  be  decided  in  his  favor  I agree  with  the 
learned  gentleman,  and  I go,  indeed,  far  beyond 
him  in  my  estimate  of  the  importance  of  this  case 
to  the  country.  He  did  not  take  pains  to  show  the 
extent  of  the  evil  which  would  result  from  undoing 
the  vast  number  of  contracts  which  would  be 
effected  by  the  affirmation  here  of  the  judgment 
rendered  in  the  court  below,  because  his  object  did 
not  require  that:  his  object  was  to  diminish  the 
prospect  of  mischief,  not  to  enlarge  it.  For  myself, 

I see  neither  limit  nor  end  to  the  calamitous  conse- 
quences of  such  a decision.  I do  not  know  where 
it  would  not  reach,  what  interests  it  would  not  dis- 
turb, or  how'  any  part  of  the  commercial  system  of 
the  country  would  be  frep  from  ilsinfluences,  direct 
or  remote.  And  for  what  end  is  all  this  to  be  done? 
What  practical  evil  calls  lor  so  harsh,  not  to  say  so 
rash,  a remedy?  And  why,  now,  when  existing 
systems  and  established  opinions,  when  both  the 
law  and  the  public  sentiment  have  concurred  in 
what  has  been  found,  practically,  so  safe  and  so 
useful;  why  now,  and  why  here,  seek  to  introduce 
new  and  portentous  doctrines?  If  I were  called 
upon  to  say  what  has  struck  me  as  most  refhakable 
and  wonderful  in  this  whole  casp,  I would,  instead 
ol  indulging  in  expletives,  exaggerations,  or  excla- 
mations, put  it  down  as  the  most  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstance, that  now,  within  a short  month  of  the 
expiration  of  the  first  half  century  of  our  existence, 
under  this  constitution,  such  a question  should  have 
been  made;  that  now,  for  the  first  time,  and  here, 
for  the  last  place  on  earth,  such  doctrines  as  have 
been  heard  in  its  support  should  be  brought  forward. 
With  all  the  resppct  which  1 really  entertain  for  the 
court  below,  ami  for  the  arguments  which  have  been 
delivered  here  on  the  same  side,  1 must  say  that,  in 
my  judgment,  the  decision  now  under  revision  by 
this  court  is,  in  its  principle,  anti-commercial  and 
anti-social,  new  and  unheard  of  in  our  system,  and 
calculated  to  break  up  the  harmony  which  has  so 
long  prevailed  among  the  states  and  people  of  this 
union. 

It  is  not,  however,  for  the  learned  gentleman,  nor 
for  myself,  to  sav,  here,  that  we  speak  for  the  coun- 
try. We  advance  our  sentiments  and  our  argu 
ments,  hut  they  are  without  authority.  But  it  is 
for  you,  Mr.  Chief  Justice  and  judges,  on  this,  as 
on  other  occasions  of  high  importance,  to  speak, 
and  to  decide,  (or  the  country.  The  guardianship 
of  her  commercial  interests;  the  preservation  of  the 
harmonious  intercourse  of  all  her  citizens;  the  ful- 
filling, in  this  respect,  of  the  great  object  of  the 
constitution,  are  in  your  hands;  arid  I am  not  to 
doubt  that  the  trust  will  be  so  performed  as  to  sus- 
tain. at  once,  high  national  objects,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  this  tribunal. 


TWENTY  FIFTH  CONGRESS, 

THIRD  SESSION — SENATE. 

March  3.  Mr.  Pierce  moved  that  his  friend,  the 
senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cuthbert),  be  permitted 
to  record  his  vote  in  the  journal  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill  giving  to  the  president  of  the  U.  States  ad- 
ditional powers  for  the  defence  of  the  U.  States  in 
certain  cases  against  invasion,  and  for  other  pur 
poses,  as  he  was  absent  from  extreme  indisposition 
whpn  the  vote  was  taken. 

Mr.  Benton  observed  that,  if  there  was  any  one 
case  in  the  world  on  which  he  would  agree  to  dis- 
pense with  this  important  rule,  it  would  be  this — 
in  w hich  t lie  senator  was  compelled,  from  extreme 
indisposition,  to  be  absent  when  the  vote  was  taken 
on  an  important  question,  on  which  every  gentle- 


man wished  his  vote  to  appear.  But  he  deemed 
the  rule  of  such  vital  importance,  that  it  ought  no: 
to  be  departed  from  in  any  instance. 

The  president  was  under  the  impression  that  tin 
rule  being  imperative,  it  could  not  be  departed  lion 
without  the  unanimous  consent  ol  the  senate. 

Mr.  Pierce  would  not  have  made  this  motion,  but 
from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case.  An 
important  bill  to  provide  foi  the  defence  of  the 
country  had  been  brought  in  from  the  other  house, 
and  the  question  on  its  passage  taken  late  at  night, 
soon  after  the  senator  from  Georgia  had  been  com- 
pelled, from  extreme  indisposition,  alter  a protract 
ed  and  exhausting  session,  to  leave  the  chamber. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  senator  from  Geor 
gia  wished  his  vote  to  appear  on  the  journal  in  fa 
vor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Benton  observed  that  the  very  decision  made 
by  the  chair,  was  given  when  he  first  came  into 
the  senate,  by  Mr.  Gaillard,  the  then  presiding  olfi 
cer,  who  was  one  ol  the  most  urbane  gentlemen  lie 
ever  knew.  Mr.  Gaillard  declared  that,  if  the  rule 
was  not  adhered  to.  there  would  be  no  termination 
of  the  business  of  the  senate.  If  one  gentleman 
was  permitted  to  come  in  under  certain  circum 
stances,  another  gentleman  would  claim  to  come  in 
under  other  circumstances,  and  there  would  be  no 
knowing  where  it  would  end. 

Tlie  president  said  the  motion  was  already  de- 
cided on. 

Mr.  Rnggles  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  memo- 
rial of  Thomas  Jefferson  Smith,  which  he  had  pre- 
sented some  days  since,  for  the  reason  that  he  had 
discovered  that  it  contained  language  derogatory 
and  personally  offensive  towards  W.  A.  White- 
head, another  memorialist  on  the  same  subject, 
whose  memorial  had  been  withdraw  n for  a similar 
reason  by  the  senator  from  Michigan.  He  observ- 
ed  that  he  certainly  should  not  have  presented  it, 
had  he  been  aware  of  the  indecorum  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  memorial,  to  which  his  attention  had 
since  been  called. 

Mr.  Smith,  ol  lndiana,  presented  several  joint  re- 
solutions of  the  legislature  of  that  state,  which,  on 
his  mocion,  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed,  it  being  at  too  late  a period  of  the  ses- 
sion to  take  any  further  order  upon  them. 

An  act  for  the  improvement  and  survey  of  per- 
tain rivers,  and  the  repairs  of  certain  roads  in  Flo- 
rida, was  taken  up,  and  Mr  Mien  ottered  as  an 
amendment  a proposition  for  the  United  States  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  their  stock  in  the  Louisville 
and  Portland  canal  to  the  purchase  of  slock  held  by 
individuals,  with  the  view  to  absorb  the  ownership 
of  the  stock;  which  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Al- 
len. Walker , Benton  and  Cfitienden,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 
and  Sevier,  and  was  rejected — ayes  6,  noes  23. 

The  hill  was  then  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  sixth  census  or 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
was  rpad  a third  time  and  passed. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  construction  of  certain 
improvements  in  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  for 
oilier  purposes,  was  taken  up.  and  after  some  re- 
marks from  Messrs.  Hubbard,  Walker.  Clay,  of 
Alabama,  Norvell,  Buchanan  and  Lyon,  it  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

A great  number  of  bills  from  the  house,  wdiose 
titles  have  been  heretofore  given,  were  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

A message  w’as  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, stating  t hat  they  had  suspended  the  16th 
joint  rule,  so  as  to  permit  the  house  to  send  to  the 
senate  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
erection  of  a fire-prool  building  Ibr  (he  post  office 
department,  and  asking  their  concurrence  therein; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  carried  through  its 
several  stages  as  in  committee  of  I he  whole,  and, 
by  unanimous  consent,  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  incorpoiate  the 
Washington  Male  Orphan  Asylum  and  Manual  La- 
bor School  in  the  city  of  Washington.  This  bill, 
he  said,  had  passed  in  the  course  of  the  evening 
without  exciting  much  attention  in  the  senate,  ami 
he  himself  assented  lo  its  passage,  w ithout  being 
acquainted  with  its  details  The  truth  was,  hi- 
looked  towards  the  sea*  of  the  senator  from  Ohio, 
who  he  understood  intended  lo  oppose  this  hill,  and 
not  seeing  him  there,  he  supposed  that  his  objec 
tions  w’ere  removed.  Since  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
however,  he  had  examined  some  of  its  details,  and 
he  was  convinced  that  had  they  been  understood,  it 
could  not  have  passed  the  senate.  It  allowed  this 
corporation  to  take  charge  of  anv  unprotected  or 
phan  found  in  this  citv.  and  work  him  *ill  twenty 
one  years  of  age.  or  bind  him  out  to  anv  other  per 
son.  Tim  bill  also  took  the  control  of  these  orphan 
from  the  chancery  court,  and  left  them  there  with- 


out anv  remedy,  w holly  at  tile  disposal  of  this  eor- 
loration,  whether  well  treated  or  not — a thing  un- 
man! of  in  t he  legislation  of  any  civilized  country. 
He  did  not  use  too  harsh  a term  when  he  said,  that 
ibis  bill  authorised  the  corporation  to  catcli  every 
unprotected  orphan  in  the  District,  and  hold  them 
in  servitude.  The  bill  was  degrading  lo  this  utilor- 
funate  class  of  persons,  and  was  opposed  to  princi- 
ples that  had  been  deemed  sacred  for  ages.  By  the 
laws  ol  the  country  from  which  we  have, derived 
uir  jurisprudence,  I he  care  of  thpse  orphans  is  con- 
fided to  oim  of  their  highest  judicial  1 ■ i Lu na Is;  but 
ibis  bill  takes  the  orphan  from  the  courts,  and  turii3 
him  over,  without  appeal,  to  an  irresponsible  cor- 
poration. 

Mr.  Allen  thanked  his  -friend  from  Alabama  for 
calling  .the  attention  of  the  senate  to  tins  subject, 
file  principle  of  tile  bill  was  simply  t h i : it  was  to 
incorporate  a lew  citizens  of  this  district  to  take 
charge  of  all  the  unfortunate  erplian  children  found 
within  its  limits,  and  to  work  the  in  till  ol  age.  The 
bill  did  not  impose  on  the  corporation  the  obliga- 
tion of  teaching  these  children  trades,  or,  in  tact,  of 
teaching  them  any  tiling  at  all.  The  whole  of  the 
unfortunate  orphan  children  of  this  Distiict  who 
have  no.  one  to  protect  them,  are  lo  be  turned  over 
to  this  corporation,  to  be  worked  as  slaves  till  tin  y 
are  twenty  one  \ ears  of  age.  And  this  was  not  all. 
This  corporation  was  to  have  the  power  of  transfer- 
ring the  services  of  these  children  to  any  one  they 
pleased;  and  no  court  whatever  would  have  tie 
power  of  releasing  them  from  servitude.  He  w ould 
undertake  to  say,  that' it  the  whole  historv  of  the 
civilized  woild  was  searched  into,  a parallel  to  t his 
bill  could  not  be  lound  It  was  odious  for  its  in- 
justice, odious  for  its  cruelty,  and  odious  for  its 
rapacity;  and  the  whole  ot  this  odious  principle 
was  covered  up  in  a mass  of  words.  It  w as  very 
imposing,  too,  in  its  title,  being  called,  or  rather 
miscalled,  an  orphan  asylum.  If  there  was  any 
thing  true  on  earth,  it  was  that  governments  should 
be  the  protectors  of  the  poor,  the  fatherless,  and  the 
needy,  and  here  you  propose  to  turn  over  the  most 
unfortunate  of  these  to  a heartless  corporation,  to 
be  worked  as  slaves.  Mr.  A.  contended  that  though 
congress,  as  the  local  legislature  of  tile  District,  had 
the  guardianship  of  these  orphans,  it  had  no  right 
to  transfer  them  .to  a corporation.  Nothing  could 
be  said  to  justify  this  bill. 

Mr.  Wall  made  a few  remarks  in  defence  of  the 
bill,  contending  that  it  was  not  liable  to  the  objec- 
tions of  tlie  senators  from  Ohio  and  Alabama,  and 
went  into  a history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the 
institution,  which,  he  said,  was  founded  in  motives 
of  benevolence. 

A ftersoine  remarks  from  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama — 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  reconsidei  ation, 
and  carried;  and  the  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table! 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, stating  that  they  had  lion-concurred  in 
the  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  making 
appropriation  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  government  for  the  year  1839:  the  amend- 
ments w'ere,  first,  to  strike  out  the  provision  that  the 
printing  of  the  executive  depar'ments  should  be 
done  by  contract;  and  the  second  was,  striking  out 
the  provision  for  distributing  copies  of  the  Docu- 
mentary History  of  the  United  States  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  spnate  and  house  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Wright  inovpd  that  the  senate  insist,  and 
that  a conference  with  the  house  be  asked;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Numerous  bills  from  the  house  were  acted  on; 
after  which  the  senate  took  a recess  until  6 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Wright,  horn  the  commit- 
tee of  conference,  appointed  to  consider  tlie  dis- 
agreement of  the  tw  o houses  on  the  amendments  of 
the  senate  to  the  general  appropriation  bill,  report- 
ed that  the  managers  appointed  to  conduct  the  con- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  senate,  and  the  managers 
on  the  part  of  the  house,  had  agreed  to  recommend 
lo  their  respective  houses  to  adopt  the  following 
course:  that  the  senate  should  recede  from  so  much 
of  its  amendment  as  provides  for  tlie  manner  of  ex- 
ecuting the  printing  for  the  executive  departments, 
with  an  amendment  providing  that  the  printing  shall 
be  executed  in  the  city  of  Washington;  and  that  the 
senate  insist  on  so  much  of  their  amendment  as  re- 
lates to  the  distribution  of  the  Clarke  and  Force 
papers  to  members  of  tlie  senate,  leaving  it  in  the 
power  of  the  house  to  make  the  distribution  to  its 
own  members,  while  any  such  distribution  to  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  is  prohibited. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  never  would  agree  to  this  re- 
port, and  he  demanded  the  ayes  and  uoes  on  con- 
curring in  it.  This  system  of  distributing  bonks 
had  grown  up  to  an  enormous  abuse,  indeed  the 
most  enormous  abuse  in  our  government.  He 
would  oppose  it  to  the  last;  and  if  the  appropria- 
tion bill  was  Inst  in  consequence,  and  the  govern- 
ment slopped,  why  let  the  responsibility  rest  on 
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those  who  vvoniil  incur  the  risk  for  i lie  sake  of  se- 
eming lo  themselves  three  or  lour  hundred  dollars’ 
worth  of  books. 

Mr.  Wright  asked  that  the  questions  on  concur- 
ring with  the  recommendations  of  the  committee  of 
conference  betaken  separately,  which  was  accord- 
ingly ordered. 

Mr.  Tilhnadge  inquired  whether  the  bill  would 
be  lost,  in  case  neither  of  the  two  houses  would 
agree  to  recede  Irom  the  ground  taken  by  them. 

The  president  answered  that  that  question  was 
not  before  the  senate;  but  it  was  obvious  that  it  one 
house  should  insist  on  its  amendments,  and  the  other 
should  insist  on  its  disagreement,  anil  no  compromise, 
cottid  be  effected,  the  bill  would  be  lo-d. 

Mr.  Tnllmadge  observed  that  if  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives saw  lit  lo  vole  for  a distribution  of 
books  to  its  members,  be  would  be  willing  to  lei 
them  take  the  responsibility,  and  settle  tlm  matter 
with  their  constituents.  He  would,  therefore,  vote 
for  concurring  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
committee  of  conference. 

Mr  Norvell  said  that  ifanv  principle  w'as  involved, 
it  applied  as  w'ell  to  the. distribution  to  the  members 
of  the  house  as  of  the  senate.  He  should,  therefore, 
vote  against  concurring  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Walker  was  for  concurring  with  the  commit- 
tee. II' that  was  not  done,  the  result  would  be  that 
the  whole  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  government,  would 
be  lost.  The  government,  throughout  all  its  de- 
partments, legislative,  executive,  and  judicial, 
would  be  brought  to  a close;  anil  that,  too.  at  a pe- 
riod of  all  others  the  most  Unfortunate.  Other  se- 
nators might  think  it  would  be  less  dangerous  to 
lose  this  bill  than  lo suffer  members  of  the  house  to 
vote  themselves  a few  books.  He  hoped  the  sena- 
tor from  Michigan  would  reconsider  his  determina- 
tion, and  let  the  report  of  the  committee  be  concur- 
red in. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  the  consequence  of  the  se- 
riate adhering  to  the  resolution  it  had  takeji^m  the 
subject  of  the  distribution  of  these  books,  might  he 
the  loss  of  the  bill  now  pending;  and  as  that  bill 
conta  ned  the  appropriations  necessary  lor  keeping 
th°  government  in  action,  gentlemen  were  a great 
deal  alarmed,  at  the  danger  of  the  government’s  being 
stoppe  I.  Then  on  whom  would  the  responsibility 
rest?  It  will  rest  on  those  who  have  personal  in- 
terests in  these  books;  and  those  members,  there- 
fore, who  are  to  receive  these  books,  ought  not  lo 
be  permitted  to  vote  on  this  question,  in  which  they 
are  personally  interested. 

Toe  president  here  stated  that  the  discussion  wa= 
not  in  order;  th  it.  bv  the  joint  rules,  when  a com- 
mittee of  conference  was  a'lced  for  by  one  house, 
and  assented  to  bv  the  other,  the  report  of  the  con- 
ferees, together  vvi-h  all  the  pap  u=,  should  first  he 
presented  to  the  bouse  that  assented  to  the  confer- 
ence. Under  this  ride,  therefore,  the  report  and 
papers  were  sent  by  the  secretary  to  the  house  of 
representatives. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, stating  that  the  house  had  concurred  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the 
amendments  to  tne  general  appropriation  hill,  and 
resolved  that  the  bill  do  pass  accordingly. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
that  part  of  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
of  conference  as  relates  to  the  printing  of  the  exe- 
cu’ive  departments,  and  carried 

The  question  then  recurring  on  concurring  in  that 
part  of  the  report  which  relates  lo  the  distribution  of 
the  Clarke  and  Force  documents — - 

Mr.  Benton  warmly  oppos  d concurring  in  flip 


been  run  through  the  senate  last  night.  A resolu- 
tion was  off- red  by  a senator  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Webster),  to  distribute  among  the  members 
two  volumes  relating  to  th-‘  land  laws.  H->  had 
given  full  notice  ot  his  opposition  to  this  resolution, 
and  his  intention  to  oppose  it  when  it  came  up  for 
consideration.  Y.-t,  in  the  course  of  a fatiguing 
session  of  eighteen  hours,  lie  had  been  absent  from 
his  seat  but  a few  moments,  and  in  those  few  mo- 
ments this  distribution  was  galloped  through.  It 
was  presented  to  the  senate  w hile  fie  (Mr.  B.)  was 
in  his  spa!;  objected  lo  by  him;  then  withdrawn; 
taken  up  in -his  absence,  and  hastily  run  through. 
This  book  making  concern  was  one  of  the  most 
crying  abuses  in  our  system.  There  was  no  end  to 
it— it  ran  round  in  a continued  ciicle.  In  the  first 
place,  a sufficient  number  of  books  are  oidereri  to 
supply  the  members  of  a congress.  At  the  ensuing 
session,  the  new  members  are  to  be  supplied;  and 
this  is  easily  done,  and  in  the  following  mariner: 
some  of  Hie  members  who  had  already  received  co- 
pies, may  sell  them  to  Mr.  Templeman,  and  he  sells 
them  at  a small  advance  to  Hie  publishers,  and  they 
are  lurnished  to  the  new  members  at  government 
price  as  new  books,  who,  in  their  turn,  sell  them 
to  Mr.  Teinplomun,  and  the  process  goes  on  ad  in- 
finitum, so  that  the  original  filteen  hundred  copies 
may -supply  fifteen  thousand  members,  the  govern- 
ment, at  every  revolution  of  the  circle,  paying  the 
full  price.  He  hoped  the  senate  would  insist  on 
its  amendment,  ami  let  the  people  of  the  country 
see  what  trieinbprs  of  congress  were  willing  to 
break  up  the  government  to  hold  on  to  the  books 
l he v had  voted  to  themselves. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  never  voted 
for  a purchase  or  distribution  of  hooks  in  his  life. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  malter,  and  thought 
it  a most  serious  abuse.  He  would  not,  however, 
incur  the  hazard  of  such  a serious  embarrassment 
as  would  result  to  the  government  from  the  loss  of 
the  appropriation  bill.  He  would,  therefore,  vote 
for  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con 
ference,  and  let  the  members  of  the  bouse  take  tile 
responsibility  of  voting  books  for  themselves. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  with 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — ayes  24,  noes  7,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messr5.  Buchanan.  Calhoun,  Chv,  of  Ala- 
bama, Cuthhert,  Foster,  Fulton.  Hubbard  King,  Linn, 
Merrick,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Pit  rce,  Roane,  Sevier, 
Smith,  of  I idiana,  Southard,  Swift.  Tnllmadge,  Walk- 
er. Webs’rr.  Williams,  of  Maine,  Williams,  of  Missis- 
s-p  -i  and  Wright — 24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen.  Benton,  Davis.  Niles,  Ro- 
bin-mu, Smi  h.  of  Conupolicut  and  White — 7. 

The  honorable  William  R.  King  having  tempora- 
rily rrdi-r pd  from  the  chair- 

Mr.  Tallinadge  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  senate  be  presented 
to  die  honorable  William.  R.  King,  for  his  able,  impar- 
tial, and  dignified  conduct  as  presiding  officer  of  this 
body. 

Mr.  Durrs  heartily  concurred  in  the  resolution, 
and  Imped  that  it  would  meet  with  the  unanimous 
concnirence  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Soul  hard  hoped  the  word  '■ unanimous ” would 
be  inserted  in  flip  resolution. 

Several  members  were  heard  at  the  same  time 
expressing  the  same  wish. 

Mr.  Tnllmadge  modified  his  resolution  by  insert- 
ing the  word  unanimous,  and  the  resolution  was 
then  unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  Tnllmadge  moved  that  a joint  resolution  for 
the  distribution,  in  part,  of  the  Madison  papers,  be 


ement.  Hs  objected  to  it  because  it  made  a | taken  up;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution 
distinction  between  the  two  houses— allowing  a | was  passed 


distribution  of  books  to  the  members  of  the  house, 
while  it  refused  a distribution  of  the  books  to  the 
senate.  He  objected  to  it  because  a distribution  ol 
books  to  either  house  was  wrong  in  principle. 
Some  gentlemen  seemed  to  fear  that  if  the  senate 
insisted  on  its  amendment,  the  appropriation  bill 
would  he  lost,  and  the  wheels  of  government  stop- 
p’d; but  could  they  suppose  there  was  any  mem- 
ber of  either  house  who  would  be  willing  to  break 
up  this  government  for  the  sake  of  retaining  his 
share  of  these  hooks,  which  was  not  worth  more 
than  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  at  the  price 
th  -y  cost  the  government,  and  which,  il  sold  to  Mr. 
Templeman.  or  any  other  bookseller,  would  not 
bring  the  half  or  quarter  ofthat  sum.  Now  he  was 
determined,  as  far  as  it  depended  on  him,  to  put  it 
to  the  test,  whether  any  memb  r of  congress  would 
be  willing  to  put  an  end  lo  this  government  for  the 
sake  ol  retaining  Ins  three  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
ars’  worth  of  these  hooks 
Mr.  15.  here  enlarged  on  the  growing  evils  of  this 
svs!"!,i  of  distributing  hooks  to  metnh'-rs  pf  con- 
gress; and  i, i illustration,  .-.ilud  >d  in  the  manner  in 


which  another  proposition  to  distribute  books  had)  of  the  Madison  papers. 


Mr.  T.  moved  that  the  16th  and  17th  joint  rules 
be  suspended,  =o  as  to  permit  this  resolution  to  be 
sent  to  the  bouse  for  concurrence;  which  was  also 
agreed  'o. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I Fright, 

Ordered.  That  the  secretary  inform  the  house  of 
representatives  that,  having  completed  the  legisla- 
tive business  before  them,  the  senate  was  ready  lo 
adjourn. 

A message  was  mceived  from  the  house  ofrepre 
sentatives  by  Mr.  Garland,  their  clerk,  staling  that 
they  had  passed  a joint  resolution  lor  the  appoint- 
ment of  a joint  committee,  to  wait  on  the  president 
of  the  United  States  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
houses  of  congress  had  completed  the  business  be- 
fore them,  and  were  ready  to  adjourn,  if  he  had  no 
further  communications  to  make. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  resolution  was 
concurred  in.  and  Mr.  Hubbard  and  Mr.  Fulton  were 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  senate. 

A message  was  received  fioin  the  house  of  re- 
piesmitaiivrs.  stating  that  thev  had  passed  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  senate  lor  the  distribution,  iu  part. 


Mr.  Benton,  asked  what  resolution?  He  had  been 
in  his  seat,  with  the  exception  of  a few  minutes, 
the  whole  day  and  the  whoie  night,  arid  he  hail  not 
the  least  recollection  of  any  resolution  of  the  kind 
having  passed,  and  this  was  the  first  intimation  he 
had  that  any  such  resolution  was  before  the  senate. 

Mr.  Allen  also  said  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of 
any  such  resolution  having  passed,  and  he  believed 
he  was  in  the  chamber  at  the  time  of  it.-,  passage. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  stated  that  he  was 
in  the  chair  when  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion was  called  for  by  the  senator  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Tnllmadge)  The  resolution  was  taken 
up,  considered  and  adopted,  with  all  the  forms  that 
are  usual  on  the  passage  of  a resolution.  He  wished 
to  know  it  the  senator  from  Missouri  intended  to 
impute  any  incorrectness  of  co  .duct  to  the  chair  in 
the  proceedings  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Benton.  Not  at  all — not  at  all.  He  was  out 
ol  his  seat  at  the  time,  and  knew  nothing  of  what 
was  done,  or  how  it  was  done;  he  only  knew  it  was 
quickly  done.  He  was  out  of  his  seat  but  a few 
minutes;  was  invited  out  of  it  into  a near  room; 
was,  in  fact,  invited  out  several  times  h-dore  he 
went;  and  was  out  but  a few  minutes.  He  knew 
nothing  of  what  was  done  nntd  since  he  came  back. 
He  certainly  imputed  no  blame  to  the  senator  from 
Mississippi;  neither  thought  it,  or  imputed  it. 

Mr  Wright  said  he  had  looked  at  the  resolution, 
and  found  that  it  contained  the  certificate  of  the 
secretary,  that  it  had  passed.  Without  making  any 
complaint  as  lo  the  irregularity  with  which  that 
resolution  passed,  he  would  only  sav.  that  if  their 
secretarv,  or  the  secretary  of  any  other  bodv.-  dis- 
tributed books  under  a resolution  thus  passed,  he 
would,  so  far  as  Iip  (Mr.  W. ) was  concerned,  do  it 
upon  his  responsibility. 

Mr.  Tnllmadge  said,  that  as  to  the  responsibility 
attending  this  resolution,  he  avowed  himself  willing 
to  meet  it  there  or  before  the  country.  He  had 
called  up  the  resolution,  and  it  had  bpen  acted  on  at 
his  instance.  He  acknowledged  that  advantage 
had  been  taken  of  time  and  circumstances,  but  the 
same  advantage  had  been  taken  of  him  and  others 
in  various  ius'atices.  He  did  not  pretend  to  be 
much  of  a Jackson  man,  hut  he  was  perfectly  wil- 
ling, as  regarded  hi«  participation  in  this  matter,  to 
meet  the  responsibility. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States 
and  inform  him  that  the  two  houses  of  congress 
having  finished  the  business  before  them,  were 
ready  to  adjourn,  provided  he  had  no  further  com- 
munications to  make,  reported  that  they  had  per- 
formed the  duty  assigned  them,  and  had  received 
for  answer  that  the  presiden'  had  no  further  com- 
munications lo  make  to  congress,  and  requested 
them  to  wish  to  each  member  of  the  senate  a safe 
return  to  his  family  and  his  home. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  that  the  senate  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Tnllmadge  hoped  that  the  senate  would  not 
adjourn  until  they  had  consummated  the  business 
before  them;  that  they  would  disregard  this  mes- 
sage, which  had  been  sprung  upon  them— and 
sprung  upon  them  in  an  irregular  manner,  during 
the  discussion  of  a pending  question — and  complete 
the  hiisinrts  before  them. 

The  question  on  adjournment  was  taken  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Benton  said  this 'resolution  could  not  pass. 
It  was  in  the  power  of  any  one  member  to  stop  it, 
and  he  should  use  every  effort  to  do  so.  II  was 
then  after  midnight — it  was  tw-o  .o’clock — (here  is 
not  a quorum  of  the  senate  present;  messages  of 
adjournment  have  passed  between  the  two  houses 
and  with  the  president,  and  no  act.  save  the  ad- 
journment, can  be  done  except  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, w'hich  hides  and  covers  up  irregularities.  The 
resolution  had  better  be  dropped;  if  cannot  be  pass- 
ed; it  will  not  be  passed.  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  now 
after  two  o’clock — half-past  two  o’clock,  and  he 
moved  that  the  senate  do  now  adjourn,  and  that  the 
hour  be  entered  on  the  journal.  If  was  now  half 
past  two  o’clock  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  and  the 
constitutional  existence  of  the  senate  was  at  an  end. 
This  was  the  fact,  and  he  wanted  it  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  Tnllmadge  inquired  if  the  motion  to  enter 
the  hour  on  the  journal  was  in  order. 

TIip  president,  stated  that  by  the  rules,  any  mem- 
ber who  moved  an  adjournment  had  the  right  to 
have  the  hour  at  which  such  motion  was  made  en- 
tered on  the  journal. 

The  entry  was  accordingly  made  on  thp  journal. 

The  president  said  that  bpfore  taking  the  ques- 
tion on  adjournment,  he  would  ask  (he  indulgence 
of  the  seriate  to  make  a few  remarks.  He  regretted 
exceedingly  that  he  had  lei t his  situation  in  the 
chair  for  a moment,  as  it  had  led  most  proba- 
bly to  unpleasant  feelings.  He  had  hoped  that  at 
this  hour,  when  they  were  about  to  separate,  no- 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MARCH  30,  1839— CONGRESS 


79 


thing  vvoiiM  have  occurred  lo  mar  the  harmony  of 
the  body,  or  ■ nterru |>t  t lie  feelings  of  personal  loud- 
ness so  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  He  had  en- 
deavored, while  presiding  over  their  deliberations, 
to  which  he  had  been  ca.led  by  the  kindness  of  the 
senate,  to  discharge  his  duties  to  the  extent  of  his 
ability — laithfnlly  he  believed,  honestly  he  knew 
lie  had;  and  he  regretted,  deeply  regretted,  that  any 
thing  should  have  occurred  during  his  temporary 
absence  from  the  chair,  to  induce  unpleasant  feel- 
ings, and  prevent  a harmonious  adjournment. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  every  word  spoken  by  the 
president,  [Mr.  King],  went  into  his  heart,  and 
found  a resting  place  i Mere.  Like  him,  he  wished 
a harmonious  adjournment;  like  him,  he  wished  all 
to  separate  with  feelings  of  personal  kindness:  and 
lor  tuat  very  purpose  lie  had  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment. It  was  the  quiet  and  easy  way  to  get  rid  of 
an  unpleasant  subject;  to  avoid  a struggle  which 
will  lead  to  no  results;  for  the  resolution  could  not 
become  a law.  He  w ished  to  drop  it  as  it  was;  and 
then  there  would  be  nothing  to  n.ar  the  kind  feel- 
ings which  prevailed,  and  which  all  would  wish, 
with  the  president,  to  see  preserved. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  decided  iri  the  negative — ayes  6,  noes  12, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Hub- 
bard, King  and  Williams,  of  Mississippi — 6. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Foster,  Fulton,  Lvon,  Merrick, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Roane,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Wal- 
ker, Wall  and  White — 12. 

Mr.  Benton  said  it  was  now  entered  on  the  jour- 
nal that  it  was  half  pas!  2 o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  no  quorum,  only  eighteen  members  present; 
and  he  now  made  a motion,  which  was  addressed 
to  the  president  hirnselt.  In  doing  so,  he  would 
cite  the  example  of  Mr.  Macon,  whom  they  all 
knew,  and  than  whom  no  man  was  more  scrupu- 
lous. Mr.  Maaon  held  that  at  12  o’clock  at  night, 
on  the  3d  of  March  of  the  short  session,  his  powers 
as  a senator  ceased,  and  if  the  senate  was  not  wil- 
ling to  adjourn  at  that  time,  he  went  away.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  B.)  I believe  that  at  this 
hour  half  past  2 o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  4th 
of  March,  you  have  no  authority  here  and  I have 
no  right  to  address  you.  I therefore  mean  to  make 
the  question  with  you,  whether,  at  this  hour,  you 
have  power  lo  act.  The  chair  has  given  notice  that 
lie  is  going  to  sign  the  resolution,  and  I object  to  it. 
It  is  the  4ili  of  March,  and  no  quorum. 

The  president  said  it  was  a very  common  thing 
at  the  close  of  the  congress  to  sit  and  do  business 
after  midnight  on  the  3d  of  March. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  knew  it  was,  but  in  such 
cases  the  fact  was  kept  out  of  the  journal;  all  ap- 
peared there  to  have  been  done  on  tile  3d  of  March. 
The  journal  went  on  headed  the  3d,  and  the  ap- 
provals of  the  presiden!  bore  date  the  3d.  But 
now  this  is  not  the  case.  The  time  is  marked  on 
the  journal;  it  is  marked  the  morning  of  the  4th. 
and  the  whole  proceeding  will  be  invalid  on  its  face. 

The  president  was  of  opinion  that  he  could  not 
sign  the  resolution  when  a quorum  of  the  senate 
was  not  present,  and  so  stated  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  as  there  was  no  quorum  present, 
he  hoped  the  senate  would  adjourn. 

Several  members  said  they  hoped  not;  that  a 
quorum  would  be  soon  present,  and  said  that  the 
chair  could  despatch  the  sergeant-at-arms  after  the 
absentees. 

Mr.  Benton  said  they  had  no  right  to  send  the 
sergeant-at-arms  after  members;  that  all  power 
over  senators  was  at  an  end. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adjournment, 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  made  a few  remarks  in  relation 
to  the  passage  ol  the  resolution.  He  said  he  was 
in  Ins  seat  in  the  senate,  but  knew  not  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  resolution.  In  fact,  he  did  not  know 
that  the  resolution  had  been  presented  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  senate,  until  he  was  informed  that 
it  had  pissed.  He  was  in  favor  ol  the  object  of  the 
resolution,  and  would  have  voted  for  it  if  he  had 
been  aware  ol  its  having  been  before  the  senate. 

Mr.  Walker  said,  in  rega'rd  to  the  resolution,  he 
had  understood  such  a one  was  to  be  offered,  and 
not  having  been  offered,  he  had  concluded  that  it 
had  b -en  abandoned  The  first  actual  knowledge 
he  had  of  the  resolution  being  before  the  senate, 
was  hearing  its  title  pronounced  by  the  voice  of  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  Williams) . I did  not  know  what 
it  meant.  He  read  the  resolution.  I liPard  him 
distinctly  put  the  question;  and  the  various  ques- 
tions that  are  usually  put  on  the  passage  of  a reso- 
lution, were  put  as  fully,  and  as  clearly,  as  they 
generally  are,  and  the  question  was  carried  as  fair- 
ly, and  ttie  senate  was  as  full,  as  it  was  when  a ma- 
jority of  l he  acts  passed  by  that  body  wore  carried 

Mr  Roane  said  that  he  knew  no  more  of  the  pas 

sage  of  that  resolution  than  the  child  unborn.  He 


must  have  been  in  the  chamber  at  the  time,  but  he 
had  never  heard  it  called  up,  nor  any  question  ta- 
ken on  it.  With  respect,  however,  to  these  Madi- 
son papers,  lie  looked  on  them  in  a very  different 
light  from  the  trash  that  was  so  often  published  by 
congress.  He  had  received  this  very  evening,  from 
a distinguished  gentleman  in  Virginia,  a letter  ask- 
ing information  about  them . 1 1 was  a letter  abound- 

ing with  good  sense,  and  placing  a proper  estima- 
tion on  these  papers.  With  this  teller  in  his  hand, 
he  went  round  to  the  seat  of  his  friend  from  Mis 
somi,  and  endeavored  to  soften  his  rigid  resolution 
with  regard  to  the  distribution  of  books,  so  as  to 
make  the  Madison  papers  an  exception.  He  en 
deavored  to  put  these  papers  in  contrast  with  the 
trash  that  was  put  abroad  under  the  sanction  id 
congress,  which  may,  perhaps,  form  the  materials 
for  a spurious  history  of  the  country.  He  repre- 
sented that  these  Madison  papers  had  already  been 
published,  and  that  there  would  be  an  absurdity, 
alter  paying  for  them,  to  put  them  away  in  the  gar- 
ret, with  the  trash  that  has  lumbered  there  among 
the  cobwebs  of  time.  The  senator  from  Missouri 
stated  the  terms  on  which  he  would  agree  to  the 
distribution  of  this  particular  work,  and  that  was  to 
make  a general  distribution  throughout  the  union 
and  into  every  state;  and  he  desired  me  to  go  to 
the  secretary’s  table,  and  get  the  clerk  to  make  out 
a list  of  the  general  distribution  of  documents,  and 
then  he  would  support  it.  Mr.  R.  then  descanted 
at  length  on  the  great  value  of  the  Madison  papers; 
the  importance  that  the  information  contained  in 
them  should  be  disseminated  as  widely  as  possible, 
and  the  absurdity  of  locking  them  up  from  the  puh- 
lic  view,  after  having  paid  for  printing  them.  He 
did  not  consider  the  works  ol  James  Madison  of  the 
same  nature  with  those  publications  with  which  it 
had  been  the  custom  of  the  two  houses  to  supply 
their  members — “a  custom  more  honored  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance” — and  he  hoped  thal 
the  resolution  of  the  senator  from  Missouri,  with 
regard  to  distributing  books,  would  not,  like  the 
rigid  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  be  applied  to 
them. 

Mr.  Benton  said  the  reference  of  the  senator  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Roane ) to  him  was  correct;  he  had 
refused  to  agree  lo  a distribution  of  the  Madison 
papers  to  the  members  of  congress,  but  was  willing 
to  a general  distribution,  according  to  the  general 
distribution  of  documents;  and  desired  the  senator 
from  Virginia  to  get  that  list  from  one  of  the  clerks, 
and  either  omit  the  members  of  congress,  or  require 
them  to  pay  the  cost.  This  general  distribution 
would  carry  the  work  into  every  state — -its  senate 
and  house  of  representatives — its  executive  olfice — 
its  colleges  and  universities — to  all  the  exeruliv 
offices  of  the  general  government — to  the  library  ol 
congress — to  the  offices  ol  the  secretary  of  the  se- 
nate and  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
many  others.  It  would  distribute  eleven  or  twelve 
hundred  copies,  and  place  them  in  every  part  of  the 
union,  and  in  the  best  hands  for  preservation  and 
for  use.  Gentlemen  were  debating  as  if  the  only 
alternatives  were  betw -en  an  exclusive  and  gratui- 
tous distribution  of  these  papers  to  members  ol 
congress,  or  a consignment  of  them  to  the  worms 
in  the  garret,  and  an  everlasting  loss  of  them  to 
mankind.  This  was  rather  wild.  The  distribution 
which  he  proposed  would  have  saved  them  from 
the  worms,  would  have  given  them  to  the  whole 
union,  and  to  all  mankind;  it  would  have  curtailed 
nobody  but  members  of  congress. 

The  president  said  that  on  further  consideration, 
and  consulting  the  rules,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it 
did  not  require  a quorum  to  be  present  to  authorise 
the  signing  of  a bill  or  resolution.  It  was  not  pro 
perlv  an  act  of  legislation,  but  merely  a signing  to 
be  done  by  the  chair  to  authenticate  the  act.  Hold- 
ing this  opinion,  he  would  now  proceed  to  sign  the 
joint  resolution. 

Mr.  Benton  said  the  signing  cunld  only  be  done 
in  the  presence  of  the  senate,  and  there  was  no  se. 
nate  when  there  was  no  quorum.  Every  signing 
was  a public  act.  The  presiding  officer  gave  audi- 
ble notice  of  it;  the  sptiate  epaspd  to  act;  no  sena 
tor  could  speak;  nothing  could  be  done  while  the 
president  was  signing.  Mr.  B.  was  clearly  of  opi- 
nion that  acts  could  only  he  signed  when  the  senate 
was  formed  and  a quorum  present. 

The  chair  then  signed  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ,/Jllen  said  that  the  resolution  could  not  now 
go  to  the  president  for  his  signature.  There  is  no 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  which  is 
necessary  to  form  the  joint  committee,  to  ioin  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Semite  to  carry  it. — 
The  house  of  representatives  had  adjourned  and 
dispersed,  and  the  two  members  who  composed  part 
of  the  joint  committee  to  take  hills  to  the  president, 
hail  ceased  to  exist  as  members  of  congr  ss;  be  ! 
body  to  which  they  belonged  had  ceased  to  exist.  | 


The  resolution  could  not  be  carried:  there  is  no 
authority  existing  which  could  carry  it. 

Mr.  Roster  said  that  he  would  carry  it.  He  was 
a member  on  the  part  ot  the  senate  of  the  joint 
committee,  and  he  had  once  cariied  a bill  lo  the 
president  alone,  but  he  had  ascertained  that  he 
iiad  made  a mistake. 

[Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Merrick,  the  committee  on 
t'-e  part  ol  the  senate,  then  left  the  chamber  with 
thp  joint  resolution.] 

filr.  Benton  said  the  impediments  were  not  yet 
surmounted,  there  was  a little  difficulty  to  he  en- 
countered. when  the  committee  got  back.  He  had 
the  rules  in  his  hand,  and  would  read  them  at  the 
proper  time.  It  is  now  4 o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
Monday  the  4fh  of  Match;  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives adjourned  and  gone,  and  no  quoiuin  here. 
There  are  obstacles  ahead. 

Mr.  White  said  he  would  state  what  lie  knew  re- 
spectingthe  passage  of  Ibis  resolution.  Ht  1 ad  just 
come  into  the  senat-  chamber,  when  he  heard  the 
senator  occupying  the  chair  [Mr.  Williams]  ask  if 
a resolution  should  be  taken  up.  If  he  gave  it  any 
particular  designation  it  escaped  mv  ear.  The  pre- 
siding officer  [inf  the  question,  ai  d it  was  passed, 
several  voices  voting  in  the  affirmative.  Not  know- 
ing what  it  was  or  what  it  contained,  1 asked  for 
the  reading  of  it.  and  it  was  handed  to  me.  As 
there  was  no  discussion  on  the  subject,  no  division 
asked,  and  none  taken,  and  consequently  deeming 
the  question  an  unimportant  one,  lie  voted  neither 
aye  rmr  no.  He  himself  was  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  distributing  books  among  the  members  of 
congress;  but  none  of  those  whose  lead  he  was 'ac- 
customed to  follow  on  this  subject,  opposing  this 
resolution,  and  on  looking  around  and  observing 
that  the  senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton ] was 
not  in  his  seat,  he  thought  it  was  an  iiniinpnilant 
matter,  and  did  not  expect  to  hear  any  thing  more 
about  it. 

[The  committee  who  waited  on  the  president  for 
hissignatiire  to  the  joint  resolution,  haiing  arrived 
in  the  senate  chamber.] 

Mr  Benton  rose  to  a point  of  order — to  have 
tilings  done  in  order.  One  of  the  most  solemn  acts 
of  the  two  houses  is  that  of  sending  hills  lo  (he  pre- 
sident lo  he  signed:  if  has  to  be  done  in  a prescribt  d 
form,  and  reported  and  recorded  in  a | rescribed 
form.  Upon  this  depends  all  the  questions  connect- 
ed with  the  ten  days’  constitutional  light  of  the 
pr  ’sident  lo  retain  a bill — his  culpability  if  he  does 
not  return  it — the  prevention  of  the  return  In  the 
adjournment  of  congress — the  efficacy  of  the  bill  as 
a law  if  not  returned  in  lime,  unless  prevented  by 
an  adjournment.  All  this  makes  the  presentation 
of  the  hill  lo  the  president  one  of  the  most  formal 
and  serisns  ai  ts  of  legislation;  and  therefore  Hie 
roles  had  carefully  provided  to  make  the  presenta- 
tion a matter  ol  record  in  each  house  of  congress — 
a record,  the  verity  of  whiclrcouhl  not  be  impeach- 
ed, and  which  would  require  no  extensil  e evidence 
to  support  it.  A standing  committee  was  to  carry 
if:  that  committee  was  to  be  joint:  it  was  to  he 
composed  of  two  members  from  each  house;  and 
these  two  members  of  each  house  were  to  make 
icport  to  their  houses  respectively  that  the  bill  has 
been  presented,  carefully  stating  the  day  on  which 
it  was  presented;  and  then  this  report  was  to  be 
entep-ri  on  the  journals  of  each  house. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  the  rules,  to  show  that  he  stat- 
ed themVorrectly.] 

He  said  these  rules  could  not  have  been  complied 
with  in  this  case.  The  joint  standing  committee 
was  dissolved  by  the  dissolution  of  the  house  of 
representative.  The  half  committee  of  the  senate 
was  a nonentity  without  the  other  half  from  the 
house  of  representatives.  No  record  could  be  made 
in  the  house  of  represenfatii  es,  which  had  been  ad- 
journed for  two  hours,  and  no  such  record  can  be 
made  here,  as  Hip  rules  imperatively  require.  I call 
the  attention  of  the  secretary  of  (lie  senate  to  tile 
rules  in  Ihe  entry  which  he  i=  to  make.  The  sena- 
tors will  report  what  they  have  done;  and  (hat  is, 
they  went  without  the  committee  of  the  house  to 
the  president,  and  went  on  the  4th  of  March;  arid 
Ihere  ends  the  work  for  which  we  have  bpen  kept 
here  so  many  hours.  It  drops  now,  as  I proposed 
it  should  dron  three  hours  ago. 

Mr.  Merrick  reported  that  within  the  last  hour 
the  committee  had  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  presi- 
dent a joint  resolution  for  the  distribution,  in  part, 
of  the  Madison  papers. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn 
sine  i lie . 

Mr  Benlnn  asked  it  a m’nnrity  of  the  senate  con  Id 
adjourn  sine  die.  He  thought  they  could  oul'.  ad- 
journ from  dav  tndnv.  until  a quorum  was  present. 

The  presi'enl  decided  that  the  senate  could  ;ul- 

j jonrn  sine  die,  and 

The  o n i i Ijourned,  sine  dii  at  20  minutes  past 

I 4 o’clock,  A.  M. 
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A new  continent.  Capt.  Pendleton,  of  the  whale  ship 
Caledonian,  rece  itly  arrived  ai  S oniugton.  reports 
having  met  at  Talcahana  with  commodore  D’Urville’s 
exploring  expedition.  The  new  continent  the  commo- 
dore spoke  of  discovering  in  S.  lar.  60,  capt.  Pendleton 
has  no  doubt  is  Palmer’s  Land  discovered  by  the  Ame- 
ricans 1920-21.  Com.  D’Urville  told  him— 

■‘The  briny  pyramidal  shower  from  the  blows  of  those 
Leviathans  of  the  deep  were  continually  in  view  during 
the  day  light,  in  every  direction,  and  were  constantly 
so  near,  a id  around  the  corvetrs,  that- ever  and  anon 
could  be  heard  the  sounding  roar  of  those  giants  of  i he 
ocean  breaking  through  the  air  in  their  spoutings  to 
obtain  their  respiration.’’ 

Toe  crews  of  the  French  squadron,  from  the  bad 
construction  of  the  vessels,  suffered  greatly  from  scurvy. 


Lead  ore.  The  York  Republican  of  Thursday  says; 
“We  were  shown  a few  days  ago  by  a gentleman,  an 
apparently  very  rich  specimen  ot  lead  ore,  which  he 
informed,  was  discovered  in  the  quarry  of  Mr.  Adam 
Balm,  in  Hellam  township,  about  midway  on  the  turn- 
pike mad  between  York  and  W right  Vi  lie.  lire  same 
quarry  has  produced  very  numerous  specimens  of  Ice- 
land spar  of  great  beauiy.  We  are  not  informed  of  the 
ex  eni  of  the  vein  of  lead  ore.  which  had  just  been  dis- 
covered, and  was  not  traced  far  when  the  specimen  was 
taken  out  which  was  exhibited  to  us.” 

Presidents  of  the  United  States.  The  Savannah 
Georgian  of  Friday,  the  15  h instant,  says:  “Ex-presi- 
dent Jackson  to-day  comple'es  his  72J  year,  havinu 
been  born  on  the  15;h  of  March,  1667.  General  Wash- 
ington died  in  hi«  69  h year;  Mr.  Adams,  the  elder,  in 
his  91st;  Mr.  Jeffeison  in  his  84th;  Mr.  Madison  in 
his  86rh,  and  Mr.  Monroe  in  his  73d  year.  Ex-presi- 
dent .1.  Q.  Adams  is  now  in  his  74th  or  75th  year;  Mr. 
Van  Burcu  is  57  or  thereabouts. 

London  gin  shops.  The  rev.  Dr.  Weight,  curate  of 
St.  George  the  Martyr,  in  his  address  on  the  opening  of 
the  national  schools  in  that  parish,  stated  that  a calcu- 
lation had  been  made  of  the  number  of  persons  that 
frequented  fourteen  gin  shops  in  that  parish  in  a week, 
and  the  following  is  the  result:  142,453  men,  108,593 
women,  and  18.391  children,  making  a total  of  269,437, 
or  2,749  per  diem  in  each. 

Havre  general  hospital.  “An  act  of  impartiality,” 
says  the  London  Atlas,  “which  deserves  to  be  recorded, 
has  lately  been  shown  by  the  authorities  of  Havre,  who, 
desirous  of  extending  the  usefulness  of  the  general  hos- 
pital of  the  town,  and  anxious  to  promote  the  comfort 
of  the  foreign  inmates,  chiefly  composed  of  British  and 
American  seamen,  have  appointed  Mr.  Tarrall,  an 
English  pracliiion,  resident  in  the  place,  to  be  one  ol 
the^  iedical  officers  of  the  institution  and  head  of  the 
foreign  ward.  This  is,  probably,  the  only  appointment 
of  the  kind  on  the  continent.’’ 


Tobacco  inspection.  Inspected  in  the  city  and  conn -y 
of  New  York,  in  the  year  1833,  with  the  average  price 
per  pound,  and  the  probable  value  thereof,  as  near  as 
could  be  ascertained: 

7,929  h'vl«.,  mostly  Kentucky,  weighing 

nett  7,504,000,  at  $10,  $7o0,400  00 


Amount  of  the  gross  receipts  of  the  office 
in  1333, 

Expenses,  comprising  clerks  hire,  ware- 
house rent, coopers,  laborers,  nails,  and 
other  materials, 


18,793  25 
16,719  50 


Nett  receipts  $2,078  75 

In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  12th  March. 
1333,  to  31st  December,  1833,  the  quantity  of  tobaceo 
inspected  was  3,470  hhds. 

In  Biltim  >re,  during  the  year  1833,  the  quantity  of 
tobacco  inspected  was  23,626  hhds. 

Another  steamboat  burned.  A slip  from  the  New  Or- 
leans B.illeiin  brings  us  an  account  of  the  burning  of 
the  steamboat  Gulenian,  captain  Delahoussaye,  on  the 
7th  insr.,  while  navigating  the  bayou  Teche,  about  12 
miles  from  Franklin'  (Lou).  The  passengers  were  all 
in  bed  when  the  alarm  was  given,  and  scarcely  had 
time  toescape  with  their  lives.  The  origin  ofihe  fire  is 
unknown.  It  broke  out  in  the  hold  nearly  under  the 
ladies’  cabin— and  the  principal  part  of  the  cargo  bei  ig 
of’ a combustible  nature,  in  a few  moments  the  boat  was 
completely  enveloped  in  flames.  The  offiters  and 
crew  used  every  exertion  to  save  the  lives  and  proper- 
15' of  the  passengers.  From  the  Planters’ Banner  we 
take  the  following  account  of  the  cargo  arm  passen- 
gGl'S. 

A quantity  of  provis  on  was  thrown  overboard  and 
will  lie  recovered.  She  had  40.000 sugar  hd.  staves  on 
board,  20,000  of  which  were  in  the  hold.  The  boat  was 
insured  to  the  amount  ot  $5,000.  Capt  Delahoussaye 
will  lose  about  $7,090.  .1.  F.  M.ller  has_lost  $2,000  in 
merchandise;  W.  Davidson,  of  Cincinnati,  $2  000  in 
merchandise;  Messrs.  Hartman  and  Pecot,  of  this 
place,  have  also  Inst  merchandise  lo  the  amount  of  about 
$1,000.  Mrs.  Morse,  of  St.  Martinsville,  lost  $25  and 
her  baggage — not  3,000  as  reported. 

The  Galenia  was  delayed  beyond  her  usual  time, 
in  consequence  ofhaving  got  aground  in  lake  Chicot. 

Annexed  are  the  names  of  as  many  passengers  as  we 
could  procure. 

Mr5.  Delahoussaye,  Mrs.  Peltier  Delahoussaye  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D ividson  and  children,  Mi's.  M ir>e',  F.  D. 
Richardson,  E.  P.  Dwight,  VV.  Moore,  Dr.  Sullivan  and 
N.  L.  MoCarstle. 


Fast  travelling.  It  is  stated  in  the  Wilmington  (N.  C.) 
Journal  that  the  mail  is  now  carried  from  New  York  to 
Charleston,  (bv  wav  of  the  Wilmington  and  Raleigh 
rail  road)  in  eighty-four  hours, 

Pennsylvania  appointments.  The  Harrisburg  Key- 
stone states,  that  the  2J  of  April  has  neen  fixed  by  the 
supreme  court  for  the  argument  in  Philadelphia  of  the 
quo  warranto  writ  against  judge  Darlington,  of  Chester 
county.  This  question  involves  the  principle  ofjudicia! 
rotation  under  the  amended  constitution,  and  is  of  great 
importance,  both  to  judge  Darlington  anti  all  future 
judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas.  The  counsel 
for  the  commonwealth  are  the  attorney  .general  and 
colonel  .1.  M Porter,  and  for  the  respondent  Mr.  Ser- 
geant and  Mr.  Meredith. 

For  Liberia.  The  executive  committee  of  the  colo- 
nization society  at  Washington,  announces  that  the 
ship  Saluda  is  expected  to  arrive  at  Philadelphia,  about 
the  middle  of  June,  and  that  she  will  return  to  Liberia, 
and  will  be  ready  to  lake  emigrants  or  goo  s,  from 
Pniladelphia  about  the  25th  of  July,  and  from  Norfolk, 
where  the  ship  will  touch  for  the  purpose,  about  the 
1st  of  August.  The  Saluda  is  fined  for  a packet,  is  a 
fast  sailer,  and  has  the  best  accommodations  for  passen- 
gers. This  affords  a favorable  opportunity  for  emi- 
graiits. 

The  temporary  state  loan  of  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  has  been  taken  by  the  Harrisburg  bank. 

Consul.  The  president  of  the  United  Stales  has  ap- 
pointed Manuel  Alvarez  consul  foi  the  city  of  Santa 
Fe.  in  Mexico. 

Maryland.  At  a meeting  of  the  whig  members  of  the 
legislature  of  Maryland  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  the 
19th  insr.  at  Annapolis.  Reverdy  Johnson,  esq.,  of  Bal- 
timore, and  John  N.  S eele,  of  Dorchester  county,  were 
appointed  senatorial  delegates  from  that  state  to  the 
whig  national  convention. 

New  Hampshire.  Among  the  devices  at  the  recent 
election  was  a hand  bill,  issued  at  the  Newport  office. 
It  was  a wood  engraving  ot  a coffin,  about  a foot  long, 
with  a death’s  head  and  bones  at  the  top,  and  upon 
which  was  the  following  inscription,  in  startling  char- 
acters: 

IN  MEMORY  OF 

JONATHAN  CILLEY, 

The  Independen  Democratic  Representative 
in  Congress,  from  the  State  of  Maine, 
who  was  deliberately  murdered  in  open  day, 

By  Hevry  A.  Wise, 

(Whig  leader  in  Congress,  from  Virginia,) 
February  23d,  1838. 

:,0:  X:  O: 

Democrats  of  New  Hampshire!  The  blood  of  the 
murdered  Cilley  cries  to  you  from  the  ground  for 
vengeance!  Retne  it  her  that  the  whig  party  are  all 
implicated  in  this  most  atrocious  MURDER;  for  they 
openly  approve  of  it!  V ite,  then,  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  prostrate  the  whigs  as  low  ns  tliev  have  the 
LAMENTED  CILLEY. 

Judge  Wilkinson  and  Mr.  Mur  dough  have  been  ac- 
quitted at  Harrodsburg,  Ky.  They  were  principals  in 
the  murderous  affray  that  occurred  at  the  Galt  House, 
in  Louisville,  last  winter,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of 
one  or  more  persons.  The  jury  were  out  but  three  or 
f ttr  minutes;,  eleven  of  the  jurors  were  for  rendering  a 
verdict  of  “not  guilty”  without  leaving  the  box,  but  the 
twelfth  objected  to  that  course.  Col.  Robertson,  Mr. 
Hardin,  judge  Rowan,  and  the  hon.  S.  S.  Premiss,  of 
Miss.,  were  the  counsel  for  the  accused. 


Thebaths  of  Philadelphia.  Ovvingtothe  copious  sup- 
ply of  water  from  Fairmount,  the  city  and  suburbs  of 
Pliiladelpfiia  enjoy  the  luxury  of  bathing,  in  a way  su- 
perior to  most  cities  of  Europe  or  America,  as  the  fol- 
lowing table  will  show.  It  is  taken  from  the  last  year’- 
reportofthe  watering  committee: 

The  city  proper  has  1,673  private  baths, 
paying  - $5  061  00 

Ditto,  10  public,  one  of  which  pays  300  00 

The  other  9 pay  - - - 360  00 

Northern  Liberties,  195  private  ba'hs,  877  50 

Spring  Garden,  217  “ “ 976  50 

Southwark,  45  “ “ 202  50 

M tyamensing,  22  “ “ 103  50 

Kensington,  1 “ “ 6 00 

2, 164  $7,887  00 

Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  baths, 
supplied  with  ail  unlimited  quantity  of  water,  for  seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars! 

Nut-  Gazette. 

Appropriations  by  congress.  As  soon  as  we  can  find 
room  for  it,  we  will  publish  the  list  of  appropriations 
made  tit  the  last  session  of  congress.  The  following 
summary  will  suffice  for  the  present. 

Civil  and  diplomatic  - - $9,010,081  57 

Army,  fortifications,  and  military 
academy  - - - 16  556.253  65 

Navy  ...  - 5,130731  64 

Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  2,499,020  15 
Current  expenses  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment - - - 1,755,007  28 

Preventing  and  suppressing  Indian 

hostilities  - - - 1,856,774  00 

To  promote  the  progress  of  the  use- 
ful arts  - 7 - 9 259  22 

Private  claims  - 45  065  27 


$36,862,242  78 


Louisiana.  Governor  Roman  lias  vetoed  several  in- 
ternal improvement  bills  passed  by  the  Louisiana  legis- 
lature. They  were  acts,  loaning  the  credit  of  the  state 
in  the  form  of  bonds,  to  the  amount  of  $1,500,000,  in 
favor  of  incorporated  companies,  to  expedite  the  con- 
struction of  the  Clinton  and  Port  Hudson  rail  road;  the 
Atchafalaya  rail  road;  the  Barataria  and  Latourche  ca- 
nal; and  the  Baton  Rouge  and  Clinton  rail  road. 

His  objection  is  to  the  system  of  loaning  bonds  to  in- 
ternal improvement  companies,  as  not  sufficiently  safe 
to  the  state,  from  their  generally  unproductive  charac- 
ter. He  It  is  also  objections  arising  from  the  amount  of 
bonds  of  the  same  kind  already  issued,  and  the  infer- 
ence of  the  proposed  loan  with  former  loans,  and  the 
credit  of  the  state. 

The  bill- granting  the  aid  of  the  state  to  the  New  Or- 
leans and  Nashviile  rail  road,  company  has  passed  both 
branches  of  the  legislature.  This  measure  will  secure 
the  completion  of  the  tail  road,  from  New  Orleans  to 
the  Mississippi  state  line.' 

The  English  bark  Ambassador  lately  arrived  at  the 
port  ol  Houston,  Texas,  from  Liverpool,  and  is  to  be 
followed  by  another  with  acargo  of  goods  suited  to  that 
market.  This  is  the  commencement  of  a direct  trade 
between  Etiglaud  and  Texas. 

The  house  of  representatives  of  the  state  of  Michigan 
has  passed  a bill  incorporating  a state  bank,  with  nine 
branches.  The  Detroit  papers  suppose  that  it  will  also 
pass  the  senate. 

Earthquuke  at  Porto  Rico.  Porro  Rico  papers  re- 
ceived in  New  Orleans  give  the  particulars  of  the  dis- 
asters which  happened  at  St.  Lucie,  in  consequence  of 
the  late  earthquake  which  was  felt  in  almost  all  the 
French  Antiila  islands.  The  commotion  is  said  to 
have  continued  more  than  thirty  seconds,  and  even  all 
the  houses  built  of  free  stone  have  suffered  more  or 
less  damage.  The  parochial  church  of  Castries,  an 
edifice  remarkable  for  its  beautyand  strength,  has  been 
thrown  down  in  many  places.  The  iron  casern  known 
by  the  name  of  the  casern  of  Mome  Fortune , bears  the 
marks  of  the-  schock,  and  most  of  the  pavillions  in 
which  the  officers  dwelt  are  uninhabitable.  The  town 
of  La  Souffuere  lias  also  suffered  considerably.  The 
belfry  of  the  church  has  fallen,  and  most  of  the  houses 
have  been  overthrown.  The  total  losses  amount  to  a 
considerable  sum. 

Illinois.  During  the  la’e  session  of  the  Illinois 
legislature,  liberal  provision  was  made  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  works  of  internal  improvement.  A rail  road  is 
ordered  to  be  built  from  Rushville  to  Erie,  on  the  Illi- 
nois river,  and  $190,000  appropriated  tor  its  construc- 
tion. Another  rail  road  is  ordered  to  be  built  at  Car- 
linville,  to  intersect  the  Alton  and  Terre  Haute  road. 
Appropriations  are  made  for  the  Embarrass,  Spoon  and 
Big  Muddy  rivers,  and  additional  ones  to  the  Little 
Wabash  and  Rock  river.  Twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars were  ordered  to  be  distributed  out  of  the  internal 
improvement  fund,  to  a number  of new  counties  made 
two  years  since,  which  have  no  rail  road  or  canal  run- 
ning through  them,  Cass  county  gets  $3  500.  Scott  is 
also  to  get  $2,000,  to  be  expended  on  the  road  leading 
from  Winchester  to  Augusta,  in  Pike  county.  A bill 
was  also  passed  appropriating  $4  000,000  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal.  This 
sum,  it  is  believed,  will  secure  the  certain  and  early 
completion  of  the  work.  [ Baltimore  American. 

Commerce  of  Philadelphia.  We  learn  from  the  Com- 
mercial List,  that  during  the  years  1837  and  1838,  the 
imports  and  value  of  duties  on  goods  imported  from 
foreign  countries  direct  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia,, 
have  been  as  follows,  viz: 

Value  olimports.  Amount  of  duties. 
1837,  $10,130,^33  $1,820,993  21 

1833,  10,417.815  2,109.955  30 

Showing  a considerable  increase  during  the  past  year. 
The  prospects  for  the  present  year  are  fla.terrng,  as  the 
number  of  arrivals  have  greatly  increased,  and  many 
of  the  cargoes  have  been  large  and  valuable. 

Rhode  Island.  The  democratic  republican  conven- 
tion of  this  state  have  nominated  Nathaniel  Bullock  for 
governor,  and  Benjemin  B.  Thruston  for  lieutenant  go- 
vernor, of  Rhode  island. 

Mississippi.  The  Natchez  Courier  estimates  the  debt 
of  the  slate  at  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  which  will  be 
paid  in  about  fifeen  years. 

Temperance.  The  Lynn  Freeman  says,  “the  cause 
of  temperance  has  had  an  unfavorable,  effect  upon  the 
receipts  of  our  aims  house.  A few  years  ago  we  had 
men  enough  there  'o  make,  in  shoe  making  and  repairs 
of  roads,  over  $2,000,  besides  carrying  on  the  farm. 
Now  there  are  not  enoqgb  to  carry  on  the  farm.” 

The  burning  mine.  The  Pptlsville  Emporium,  in 
speaking  of  Mr.  Dougherty’s  coal  mine  near  that  place, 
which  took  fire  in  'January,  two  persons  being  suffo- 
cated by  it,  adds  that  “it  still  continues  to  burn,  and  no 
exertions  have  impeded  the  progress  of  the  flames. 
The  mouth  of  the  drift  and  every  air-hole  have  been 
tightly  closed  with  plaster,  and  in  a lew  moments  it 
would  burst  forth  in  another  quarter  with  a volcanic  ex- 
plosion. At  first  it  was  only  supposed  that  the  prop- 
pings  and  loose  coal  were  on  fire;  but  from  the  length 
of  time  and  increasing  fury  of  the  flames,  it  is  now  al- 
most beyond  doubt  that  the  solid  body  of  coal  is  burn- 
ing. It  is  )he  jugular  vein — the  largest  in  Broad  moun- 
tain; and  its  great  eminence  precludes  the  possibility  of 
drowning  out  the  flame  by  turning  the  course  of  some 
stream.” 
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OCrTlie  painful  event  which  compelled  the  edi 
tor  ol  the  -‘Register”  to  absent  himself  Irom  Ins 
post  dinin'.;  the  present  week,  will  render  an  apolo- 
gy for  the  contents  of  the  present  number  unneces- 
sary.  ___ 

rssmmma  ' 1 ■ 

DEATH  OF  HEZEKIAIi  NILES  | 
i It  is  our  painful  duty  to  announce  the  death  | 
of  Hezkkiah  Niles,  the  founder  of  this  work,® 
who  died  at  Wilmington,  Delaware,  or.  Tuesday  ^ 
morning  last,  in  the  63d  year  ol  his  ai;e.  ln| 
the  absence  of  the  editor  of  the  “Register,  J 
'we  can  do  no  more  than  give  place  to  the  follow 
ino-  notice  of  his  father’s  death,  from  the  Dela- 
ware Journal  of  the  3d  instant.  A more  ex  end- 
ed biographical  notice  will  be  published  here- 
after. T , 

From  the  Delaware  Journal. 

. Died  this  morning,  at  his  residence  in  this 
place,  Hezekiah  Niles,  esq.  in  the  God  year( 

I >l  Mr.  Niies  will  long  be  remembered  as  the sable 
and  patriotic  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Weekly 
Register,  a work  which,  during  the  better  days 
of  the  republic,  exeicised  a most  salutary  infill 
ence  unon  the  policy,  institutions  and  interests 
of  the  country.  As  a writer,  his  style  was  for- 
cible, perspicuous  and  original;  his  memory  was 
a storehouse  of  (acts  and  statistics,  and  in  every 
thing  he  wrote  or  published,  an  ardent  patriot- 
ism, only  equalled  by  as  ardent  a love  of  truth 
gave  to' his  writings  a popularity,  weight  and 
influence  throughout  the  country,  honorable  alike 
to  him  and  to  those  who  so  just  y appreciated 
the  united  influence  of  talent,  truth  and  patuot- 
ism.  The  Register  had  a character  and  circnla- 
tion  in  every  part  ol  the  civilized  woild.— was 
.read  in  the  palaces  of  kings,  in  the  haunts  of 
commerce,  and  in  the  cabin  of  the  pioneer;  it  is 
referred  ‘ as  an  authority  in  courts  of  justice 
and  in  nslative  assemblies;  and  at  this  day, 
constit'  s the  best  and  truest  foundation  extant 
of  the  I., story  of  our  country,  lor  the  period  over 
which  it  extends.  As  the  founder  and  editor  o! 
la  work,  which  contains  a fuller  and  more  faith - 
liil  record  than  any  oilier,  of  all  the  facts  and 
-vents  of  his  time;  which  sustained  with  enlight- 
ened and  patriotic  zeal  the  best  and  dearest  in 
lerests  of  his  country;  which  nobly  advocated; 
the  cause  of  order,  law  and  morals,  the  name  ol  • 
Hezekiah  Niles  will  take  a high  stand  among 
die  patriots  and  benefactors  oi  his  countiy  . 

In  private  life,  the  deceased  was  one  of  the 
most  amiable  of  men.  A truer,  or  more  constant 
friend,  lu-ver  lived— nor  a more  deeply  attached 
husband  and  father.  The  genliereleinents  were, 
so  entirely  mixed  up  with  his  nature,  that  harsh -| 
ness  or  unkindness  found  no  abiding  place  in  nisi 

About  (hree  years  since,  with  health  broken 
I down  by  the  unremitting  labor  of  more  than 
twenty  years,  he  removed  from  Baltimore  to  his 
native  place— Wilmington— the  residence  of  his( 
Youth  and  early  manhood,  the  spot  to  which  he, 
had  always  looked  back  with  fond  aliection,  as 
|iIip  scene  of  his  happiest  days,  and  the  haven  in 
which  he  wished  to  find  his  final  repose.  He 
came  hut  to  linger,  to  stifl'er  and  to  die.  A dis- 
tressing disease — one  of  those  visitations  with 
iwhich  an  inscrutable  Providence  afflicts  alike 
'the  just  and  the  unjust — laid  him  on  a bed  of,, 
lingering  illness  and  pain,  from  which  he  has  aU 
[length  found  relief  in  that  change  which  must* 
come  to  all;  and  to  none  whose  memory  will  be 
more  deeply  cherished  than  that  of  Hezekiah 
Niles.  g 


OCJ-We  sincerely'  congratulate  our  readers  upon  the 
pacific  aspect  of  the  northeastern  boundary  question, 
which  having  gone  back  to  the  general  government, 
(from  which,  by  the  way,  it  should  never  have  been 
wrested),  is,  we  hope,  in  a fair  train  of  adjustment. 
Tile  means  by  which  this  desirable  change  in  the 
condition  of  the  question  was  effected,  are  explained 
in  the  correspondence  published  in  another  page, 
which  reflects  the  highest  tionor  upon  all  the  pariies 
to  it — but  especially  upon  gen.  Scott,  whose  untire- 
ing  zeal,  enlightened  forecast  and  prudence,  have 
been  mainly  instrumental  in  effecting  the  present 
settlement  of  the  question. 

Vol.  VI.  Sig.  6. 


(jCfpWe  have  this  week  commenced  the  publica- 
tion of  the  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  (lie  defalca- 
tions of  Samuel  Swarlwout , &c.,  and  hope  to  com- 
plete them  in  five  successive  numbers  ot  the  “Re- 
gister” without  materially  interfering'  with  the 
insertion  of  other  articles  claiming  attention,  although 
they  make  a book  of  293  pages  of  document  size. 
A copy  of  these  reports  could  not,  perhaps,  be  pur- 
chased for  the  price  demanded  for  tile  entire  volume 
of  the  “Register,”  of  the  contents  of  which  they 
will  constitute  .a  very  small  portion,  and  they  will, 
no  doubt,  be  acceptable  to  our  readers,  one  of  whom 
in  an  hundred  have  not  seen  a copy  of  the  reports 
as  published  by  older  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

£CP=The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  adjourned  on 
the  27th  ull.  to  meet  on  the  9th  inst. 

APPOINTMENTS  ET  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Deputy  postmasters. 

Azariah  C.  Flagg,  at  Aiuany,  N.  Y. 

James  S.  Gunnell,  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Samuel  Workman,  at  Washington,  Pa. 

Alexander  Gall,  at  Nortolk,  Va. 

O fficers  of  the  customs. 

Charles  J.  F.  Allen,  appraiser,  Boston;  vice  Levi 
R.  Lincoln,  removed. 

Nicholas  Willis,  collector,  Oxford,  Maine;  vice 
John  Willis,  deceased. 

Edward  A.  Raymond,  appraiser,  Boston,  vice 
John  Crowninshield,  resigned. 

[. Land  officers. 

Thomas  H.  Kennedy,  receiver  of  public  money's, 
New  Orleans;  vice  Richard  M.  Carter,  resigned. 

Marvellous  Easthan,  register  of  the  land  office, 
Springfield,  Illinois;  vice  Stephen  A.  Douglass,  re- 
igned. 

Bombardment  of  Buenos  Ayres.  The  Bos- 
ton Transcript  of  Tuesday  evening  contains  the 
following  extract  of  a letter  to  a gentleman  in  that 
city,  dated 

Rio  Janeiro,  Feb.  1,  1839. 

There  is  a French  frigate  now  in  port  which  will 
sail  day  after  to-morrow  lor  the  river,  with  materials 
on  board  lor  the  purpose  of  bombarding  or  taking 
Buenos  Ayres.  The  French  are  determined  to  as- 
sault the  place;  the  government  informed  the  Eng- 
lish admiral  of  their  intentions,  and  the  latter  de- 
spatched a vessel  which  arrived  yesterday  with 
orders  for  I tie  English  squadron  fo  proceed  down  lo 
protect  the  English  residents  there,  otherwise  to  re- 
ceive them  on  board.  Before  you  receive  (his,  Bue- 
nos Ayres  will  be  in  the  hands  of  t he  French,  or  else 
the  former  will  have  yielded  to  the  demands  of  the 
latter.  This  you  can  depend  upon  as  being  correct. 
Yours,  truly. 

Special  minister  to  England.  The  Eastern 
Argus  of  Monday  denies,  on  authority,  time  the  go- 
vernor of  Maine,  its  congressional  delegation,  and  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  legislature,  have 
signed  an  application  to  the  president  lor  t lie  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Webster  as  special  minister  to 
England. 

In  reply  to  the  above,  the  N.  Y.  Commercial  as- 
serts that  the  recommendation  has  been  made,  and 
that  the  papers  connected  with  it  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  the  president. 

Connecticut  elections.  The  elections  are 
over  in  that  state,  and  the  result  is  in  favor  ofa  whig 
governor,  and  a gain  of  six  members  to  congress  oi 
the  same  politics.  We  annex  a list  of  the  members 
of  congress  elect,  with  their  majorities. 


Hartford  county, 

Jos.  Trumbull 

1,080 

New  Haven  and  Mid- 

dlesex, 

Win.  L.  Storrs 

339 

New  London, 

T.  W.  Williams 

87 

Fairfield, 

T.  B.  Osborne 

385 

Litchfield, 

Truman  Smith 

510 

Tolland  & Windham,  John  II.  Brockway  576 

Massachusetts.  Mr.  Parmenter,  on  the  fourth 
trial,  has  been  re-elected  to  congress  from  the  fourth 
congressional  district  of  Massachusetts.  The  whole 
number  of  votes  on  the  first  trial  was  9,065.  At  the 
second  and  third  trials  the  number  was  about  the 
same.  At  the  fourth  trial  the  whole  number  of 


rovvn  in  the  district. 

First  trial.  Fourth  trial. 

Brooks,  4,317  Brooks,  4,432 

Paunenter,  4,397  Parmenter,  4,970 

Scattering,  351  Scattering,  529 

A very  large  proportion  of  scattering  votes  were 
east  by  wliigs. 

Bank  suspensions.  Accounts  from  New  Or- 
leans state  that  the  Commercial  rail  road  bank  at 
Vicksburg,  has  suspended  specie  payments.  This 
is  the  bank  whose  stock  has  been  running  down  in 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  foi  some  days  past,  and 
tlie  accounts,  now  received,  show  that  the  holders  of 
the  stock,  who  forced  it  into  market,  acted  on  infor- 
mation. 

Tlie  branch  of  the  hank  of  Darien,  located  in  Sa- 
vannah, has  suspended  specie  payments.  A letter 
from  Savannah  says  tlie  bank,  and  most  likely  all  its 
branches,  will  follow  suit.  The  stale  of  Georgia 
owns  half  the  stock. 

The  hills  of  (he  Hawkinsville  bank  of  Georgia, 
and  the  Monroe  R.  R.  bank  of  Macon  are  also  re- 
fused by  Ihe  other  banks. 

Tiie  N.  York  Express  of  Friday  says — The  news 
from  the  south  is  v or.-e.  Letters  in  town  stale  that 
all  the  banks  in  Mississippi,  except  the  Union  bank 
at  Jackson,  have  suspended  specie  payments. 

Stocks,  & c.  Tlie  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette 
states  t hat  tlie  change  in  the  presidency  of  Ihe  Unit- 
ed States  bank,  slightly  ai'ected  the  siock  in  tlie 
market,  as  tlie  annunciation  of  that  change  came  late 
in  tlie  morning. 

Vicksburg  bank  siock  looked  downwards  again 
and  confidence  in  its  Worth  was  of  course  diminish- 
ed. In  New  York  ihe  U.  S.  bank  slocks  sold  at 
from  $'112  to  Si  10.  A further  decline  was  expected. 

The  New  York  Express  of  Saturday  last  says, 
that  the  announcement  lhat  Mr.  Biddle  Lad  resign- 
ed his  post  as  president  of  tlie  United  Slates  bank, 
created  a great  deal  of  excitement  in  Wall  street 
this  morning.  Crowds  soon  collected  to  learn  tlie 
cause  of  the  resignation.  The  impression  al  first 
was,  that  the  resignation  would  have  an  unfavorable 
influence  on  stocks.  The  letter,  however,  of  Mr. 
Biddle  to  the  directors,  on  liis  resigning,  soon  be- 
came public,  and,  when  the  fact  was  announced  that 
the  bank  was  left  in  great  prosperity,  and  that  Mr. 
Biddle  only  desired  repose  from  h is  labors,  the  pub- 
lic mind  became  quite  relieved.  Stocks,  instead  of 
falling,  advanced.  Even  tlie  stock  of  the  bank  of  tlie 
United  Stales  was  sustained. 

Stocks.  Notwithstanding  (be  great  excitement  in 
Ihe  street,  there  was  a general  rise  oi' stock.  A o-0od 
feeling  manifested — increased  confidence — large 
sales — Delaware  went  up — Kentucky  rose — Harlem 
up — ami  stocks  generally  improved.  United  Slates, 
which  was  expected  to  fall,  sold  at  1 1 1 3-4  a 112,  the 
same  as  yesterday. 

From  ihe  U.  S.  Gazette  of  yesterday. 
•Notwithstanding  tlie  frequent  complaints  of  the 

scarcity  of  money,  we  perceive  that  there  is  an  ad- 
vance in  prices  of  stocks.  For  sales  at  (he  first  and 
second  hoards  we  refer  to  the  regular  report.  We 
learn,  however,  on  inquiry,  that  considerable  busi- 
ness was  transacted  after  the  close  of  Hie  regular  and 
formal  meetings.  For  Vicksburg,  holders  demand- 
ed 58,  while  57J  were  offered  and  refused — 84  was 
offered  for  Kentucky,  84j  asked.  Wilmington  and 
Baltimore  rail  road  stock  looks  up  again,  51  vveie 
bid,  and  52  asked.  For  U.  S.  Bank  111  were  bid 
and  1 15  asked. 

Several  shares  of  Philadelphia  bank  were  made  at 
lOSi,  and  subsequently  some  were  sold  at  106,  amt 
tlie  same  was  ottered  for  more  but  refused.  This  is 
a much  more  favorable  state  than  we  have  reported 
for  seveial  days,  and  we  hope  that  it  is  indicative  of 
the  approach  of  ease  in  tlie  money  market. 

Tlie  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  says:  Let- 
ters from  Loudon,  by  Hie  Siddons,  say  (hat  colonel 
Gamble,  president  of  the  Union  bank  of  Florida,  lias 
just  completed  tlie  negociation  for  which  lie  went 
out,  of  a million  and  a half  of  Florida  stock.” 

American  securities  in  England.  A letter 
to  tlie  editors  of  Hie  New  York  Courier,  dated  Lon- 
don, February  21,  says: 

“The  feeling  in  relation  to  American  securities  is 
daily  more  favorable.  Inquiries  in  relation  to  stats 
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bonds  are  very  general,  and  many  new  descriptions 
meet  a ready  sale. 

Among  those  recently  offered,  the  Indiana  sterling 
five  per  cents,  and  Florida  six  per  cents,  have  both 
found  purchasers  at  95. 

Those  of  Indiana  have  been  negotiated,  it  is  un- 
derstood, through  the  house  of  Horseley  Palmer,  esq. 
for  account  of  the  North  American  Trust  and  Bank 
mg  company  of  New  York. 

ii  tne  present  leeling  continues,  the  stocks  of  the 
states  in  good  credit  will  hereafter  find  currency  in 
the  market  to  an  extent  that  has  not  been  realized 
since  the  ever  memorable  revulsion  of  1836-7.” 

Treasury  notes  (official).  Treasury  de- 
partment, April  1,1839.  The  whole  amount  of  trea- 
sury notes  authorised  by  the  act  of  October  12th, 
1837,  has  been  issued, 
viz:  $10,000,000  00 

Of  that  issue  there  has 
been  redeemed  the 

sum  of  8,529.136  50 

Leaving  outstanding  of  the  first  issue 

the  sum  of  $1,470,863  50 

In  lieu  of  those  redeem- 
ed there  has  been  is- 
sued under  the  act  of 
21st  May,  1838  $5,709,810  01 

Of  that  issue  there  has 

been  redeemed  1,671,166  50 

Leaving  of  the  second  issue,  outstand- 
ing the  sum  of  $4,038,643  51 

5,509,507  01 

The  amount  issued  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  2d  March,  1839, 
is  2,080,985  14 


Making  the  aggregate  outstanding  $7,590,492  15 
Levy  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Dr.  Dyott,  the  banker.  The  Philadelphia 
papers  state  that  the  grand  jury  of  that  city  have 
found  a true  bill  containing  the  following  counts: 

I.  Colluding  and  contriving  with  T.  B.  and  C. 
W.  Dvott,  to  conceal  goods,  value  $100,000. 

► 2.  Fraudulently  conveying  to  T.  B.  and  C.  W. 
Dvott,  goods,  value  $50,000 

*3.  Colluding  and  contriving  with  Th.W.  Dyott, 
jr.  to  conceal  goods,  value  $50, 000. 

4.  Fraudulently  conveying  to  T.  W.  Dyott,  jr. 
goods,  value  $2,000. 

5.  Colluding  and  contriving  with  M.  B.  Dyott, 
to  conceal  goods,  value  $30,000. 

6.  Colluding  and  contriving  with  W.  Wells  to  se- 
crete $480  in  money. 

7.  Fraudulently  conveying  to  Julia  Dyott  furni- 
ture, value  $1,000. 

8.  Concealing  goods  and  merchandise,  value 
$50,000. 

9.  Concealing  $300,000  in  money. 

10.  Concealing  $100,000  in  money. 

II.  Concealing  $10,000  in  money. 

All  with  the  expectation  to  receive  future  bene- 
fit to  himself,  and  with  the  intent  to  defraud  his  cre- 
ditors. 

The  great  Presbyterian  church  case. 
This  great  and  exciting  controversy  has  been  decided 
by  the  verdict  of  the  special  jury,  impannelled  in  the 
case,  in  favor  of  the  new  school  party  A quo  war- 
ranto was  taken  out  at  the  relation  of  the  trustees 
elected  by  the  new  school  party,  to  eject  from  office 
the  trustees  appointed  by  the  old  school  party  in  the 
general  assembly  of  1838.  Judge  Rogers  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  Pennsylvania,  before  whom  the  cause 
was  tried,  charged  the  jury  in  favor  of  the  relators, 
holding  the  excision  of  the  lour  synods  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  Geneva,  Genesee  and  Utica,  by  the  gene- 
ral assembly,  in  1837,  to  be  unconstitutional  and 
void.  On  the  question  of  organization  he  charged 
the  jury  that  if  the  delegates  were  prevented  from 
hearing  the  question  or  voting  by  the  clamors,  arts 
or  measures  of  the  new  school  party  or  audience, 
then  the  Bemen  or  new  school  assembly  was  illegal- 
ly formed,  and  the  relators  must  fail;  but  if  they  be- 
lieved the  confusion  to  have  been  the  act  of  the  de- 
fendants or  of  those  who  supported  the  Elliott,  or 
old  school  assembly,  then  they  could  take  no  advan- 
tage ot  their  own  wrong  act,  and  the  verdict  must 
be  for  the  relators.  Messrs.  Meredith,  Wood  and 
Randall  for  relators — Messrs.  Ingersoli,  Preston  and 
Hubbell  for  defendants.  The  jury  retired  for  a few 
minutes,  and  returned  with  a verdict  against  the  de- 
fendants. The  defendants  have  moved  for  a new 
trial  on  the  law. 

Loss  of  lieutenant  Paul.  The  New  Or- 
leans Bulletin  contains  the  following  particulars  of 
the  l^is  of  lieutenant  Paul: 


U.  S.  Ship  Vandalia,  off  Tampico  bar. 

March  11,  1839. 

Messrs.  Editors:  About  one  o’clock  yesterday 
morning,  being  forty  miles  to  the  northward  and 
eastward  of  our  present  anchorage,  acting  lieu- 
tenant Hei.ry  J.  Paul,  whilst  relieving  the  deck,  lost 
his  foothold  and  fell  overboard  from  the  poop. 

In  falling  he  struck  the  after  gun,  and  was  so 
stunned  that  he  was  unable  to  reach  the  left  buoy, 
which  was  cut  away  immediately  by  lieut.  Gist,  and 
fell  but  a few  feet  from  him.  The  ship  was  instant- 
ly hove  to,  and  a boat  lowered  for  the  purpose  o( 
making  search.  During  its  absence  blue  lights  and 
false  fires  were  burnt  on  board,  and  the  sea  was  so 
lighted  up  that  he  might  have  been  easily  found.  In 
an  hour  the  boat  returned  with  the  left  buoy,  but  our 
esteemed  and  unfortunate  iness-mate  had  sunk  to 
rise  no  more.  Very  respe  tfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant. J.  Vaughn  smith.  Surgeon. 

Steamboat  accident.  The  New  Orleans  Bul- 
letin of  the  26th  ult.  states  that  in  ascending  the 
Mississippi  river,  a few  miles  below  Memphis,  on 
tier  voyage  to  Louisville,  the  steamer  Diana  was 
discovered  to  be  on  fire.  The  moment  the  alarming 
fact  was  known,  the  hatches  were  closed  and  cover- 
ed over  wi  h wet  blankets,  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
the  flame  which  was  about  bursting  from  the  hold 
where  it  was  first  kindled.  Tha  boat  was  rounded 
to,  and  her  head  turned  to  the  shore.  In  a few  mi- 
nutes she  was  at  the  land.  The  passengers  and  deck 
load  were  then  safely  deposited  on  the  bank.  The 
captain  and  crew  afterwards  proceeded  to  extinguish 
the  fire,  in  which  they  succeeded,  but  not  without 
the  most  strenuous  exertions.  The  boat  itself  sus- 
tained little  or  no  injury,  but  all  the  cargo  in  the  hold 
was  more  or  less  damaged.  The  accident  occasion- 
ed a detention  of  only  six  hours;  after  which  the 
Diana  resumed  her  voyage  to  Louisville. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  The  committee  on 
imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  Massachusetts  legis- 
lature, introduced  on  the  24lh  ult.  the  following 
comprehensive  bill  on  that  subject. 

Be  it  enacted , fyc.  as  follows: — From  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  July  next,  no  person  shall  be  impri- 
soned on  any  civil  process  founded  in  any  action 
or  proceeding  instituted  exclusively  for  the  reco- 
very of  any  debt:  Provided,  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  affect  any  provi- 
sions of  law  for  the  punishment  ot  acts  of  fraud. 

Legislature  of  Maryland.  On  Tuesday 
last  the  bill,  which  seems  to  be  an  annual  proposi- 
tion, for  the  incorporation  of  a Real  Estate  bank, 
was  finally  disposed  of  in  the  house  of  delegates,  by 
referring  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  next  general 
assembly. 

Maryland  improvements.  The  house  of  delegates 
had,  yesterday  afternoon,  under  consideration,  the 
bill  reported  on  Monday,  by  Mr.  Spence,  from  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  entitled  an  act  to 
provide  ways  and  means  to  meet  the  subscrip- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  state,  to  works  ef  internal 
improvement.  This  bill  contains  provisions  for  the 
conversion  of  the  state  six  per  cent,  bonds  issued 
to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  and  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  rail  road  companies  under  the  act  of 
1835.  into  5 per  cent,  sterling  bonds;  and  we  learn, 
as  stated  in  substance  yesterday,  that  there  is  now 
good  grounds  for  indulging  the  hope,  that  this  bill, 
after  undergoing  such  amendments,  as  will  secure 
the  necessary  degree  of  aid  to  all  the  leading  works 
of  improvement  in  which  the  state  is  interested,  will 
in  that  shape  receive  the  sanction  of  both  houses,  and 
become  a law.  A consummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished,  as  placing  the  great  interests  of  Maryland  on 
a sure  foundation. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  we  learn  by  our 
letler  to-day  from  Annapolis,  that  the  bill  has  been 
under  discussion  in  the  house,  ai.d  that  several 
amendments,  otiiered  with  a purpose  of  defeating  the 
measure,  had  been  “promptly  voted  down.”  Thus, 
and  thus  far,  the  auguries  are  quite  favorable. 

[ Balt . Patriot. 

Attempted  mail  robbery.  The  Richmond 
Compiler  of  Monday  says — We  understand  that 
there  was  an  attempt  made  to  rob  the  mail  between 
Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  creek,  on  Saturday 
morning.  The  mail  cart  which  preceded  the  pas- 
senger stages,  was  about  a mile  from  the  creek  on 
the  road  to  Fredericksburg,  when  attacked.  It  was 
overthrown,  and  the  driver  was  so  much  weakened 
by  his  fall  and  the  blows  he  received  from  the  rob- 
ber, as  to  be  unable  to  defend  the  mail. 

Fortunately,  one  of  the  passenger  stages  arrived 
just  as  the  villain  was  about  to  cut  loose  the  mail, 
and  he  ran  off  without  it.  The  man  who  made  the 
attack  seemed  to  be  alone. 


The  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a list  of  the  officers  attached  lo  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Constitution,  bearing  the  broad  pennant  of 
commodore  Alexander  Claxton: 

Captain — Daniel  Turner. 

Lieutenants — E.  W.  Carpenter,  Win.  H.  Kennon, 
R.  R.  Pnikham,  Thomas  D.  Shaw,  William  Smith, 
Peter  Turner. 

Flag  lieutenant — Franklin  Buchanan. 

Fleet  surgeon — Thomas  Dillard. 

Purser— McKean  Buchanan. 

Acting  master — George  McCreerv,  passed  midship- 
man. 

Assistant  surgeons — Charles  D.  Maxwell,  Samuel 
Jackson. 

Passed  midshipmen — James  E.  Brown,  Lewis  C. 
Sartori,  Montgomery  Hunt,  Maxwell  Woodhull, 
Francis  S.  Haggerty 

Midshipmen — W.C.  B.  S Porter,  Silas  Bent.  Hen- 
ry H.  Harrison,  George  H.  Cooper,  John  P.  McFar- 
land, John  H.  M.  Madison,  Richard  T.  Renshaw, 
John  S.  Maury,  Win.  H.  McCrohan,  Charles  W. 
Havs,  Martin  Durable,  Aaron  K.  Hughes. 

Chaplain — J.  P.  B.  Wilmer. 

Commodore's  secretary — Robert  O.  Glover. 

First  lieutenant  of  marines — J.  C.  Rich. 

Boatswain — Robert  H.  O’Neall. 

Gunner — Gustavus  Npwman. 

Carpenter — John  Cahill. 

Saihnaker — Nathaniel  B.  Peed. 

Purser’s  clerk — Robert  Balls. 

Cienaga  LAKE.  Certainly  nothing  can  much 
surpass  the  novel  beauties  of  the  scenery  of  this  lake. 
The  water  transparent  as  the  most  polished  mirror, 
and  its  surface  undisturbed  by  a single  ripple.  Nu- 
merous mimic  islands,  or  large  clumps  of  dark  gu-en 
bushes,  whose  branches  dip  into  the  lake,  are  scat- 
tered in  all  directions.  Large  birds  of  the  most  sp(  t- 
less  white  plumage  had  settled  on  the  boughs,  at 
sight  of  which,  joined  to  the  perfect  transparency  of 
the  sky  above,  and  the  sweet  blandness  of  the  morn- 
jno-  air,  filled  as  it  was  with  delicious  perfume,  trans- 
ported us  back  to  the  nursery  tales  of  fairy  land.  All 
that  was  wanting  to  complete  the  illusion  was  to  be 
shut  out  fiom  the  presence  of  those  foul-mouthed 
beasts,  the  bogas,  who  were  the  only  mar  to  the  en- 
joyment of  so  lovely  a scene. 

Even  the  very  dullest  of  my  companions  could  not 
but  share  the  admiration,  and  feel  with  me  the  effect 
produced  by  the  surrounding  view,  which  was  thus 
so  enchantingly  presented.  Far  away  in  the  back 
ground  towering  rose,  in  amphitheatrical  form,  the 
snow  capped  mountains  of  the  Santa  Marta  range. 
To  witness  a sunrise  on  the  Cienaga  is  certainly 
worth  all  the  harrassing  fatigue  one  is  obliged  to  en- 
dure in  order  to  reach  it.  [ Stewai't’s  Bogota. 


Florida.  On  Monday  afternoon  last  fifteeen  of 
capt.  Rowell’s  men,  on  a scout  near  the  Sandy  Ford, 
in  Jefferson  county,  discovered  the  trail  of  Indians 
on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Patterson.  On  pursuing 
a short  distance,  two  Indians  Were  discovered  set- 
ting on  the  fence;  a dash  was  made  by  the  scout 
under  lieut.  Wynn,  when,  on  nearing  the  fence,  they 
were  fired  on  by  a large  party  of  Indians  concealed 
behind  it.  Two  men  were  killed  and  two  wound- 
ed, one  supposed  mortally.  The  volunteers  returned 
the  fire  for  a short  time  and  retreated.  The  Indians 
also  made  a hasty  retreat,  leaving  one  of  their  party 
dead  on  the  field.  Early  next  morning  captain 
Newsom’s  company,  a company  of  dragoons  and 
regulars,  and  volunteers  from  Monticello,  to  the 
number  in  all  of  about  two  hundred  men,  went  in 
pursuit.  The  trail  was  very  large,  and  was  pursued 
to  the  Augustine  road,  where  the  party  scattered, 
and  again  united  a short  distance  south  of  the  road, 
where  the  trail  was  again  taken  by  our  forces.  The 
course  of  the  Indians  was  towards  the  large  swamps 
and  hammocks  on  the  Econfeenee.  The  party  was 
estimated  to  number  from  70  to  80.  The  individu- 
als killed  were  George  Donaldson  and  Daniel  Finn, 
an  old  resident  in  the  neighborhood.  Joshua  Gray 
and  W.  Anderson  wounded,  the  lattersupposed  mor- 
tally  • [Floridian  of  23d  March. 

‘ In  the  last  Georgian  we  find  the  subjoined  grati- 
fying intelligence: 

‘ We  rejoice  in  being  able  to  correct  the  intelligence 
heretofore  published  ol  the  death  ot  major  Noel,  of 
the  army.  It  was  communicated  by  our  correspon- 
dent, who  is  incapable  of  stating  what  he  had  not 
reason  to  believe,  and  the  painful  feelings  which  Ins 
friends  must  have  experienced  on  learning  it,  we 
pporet  were  excited  by  our  publication,  the  correct- 
ne'ss  of  which  was  not  then  questioned,  as  the  wound 
was  previously  stated  to  have  been  mortal.  He  is 
spared,  we  trust,  to  confer  still  more  honor  on  him- 
self, his  friends  and  his  country. 

“ Gareifs  Ferny , E.  F .,  March  22,  1839. 

"Dear  sir:  The  news  of  major  Noel's  death  has 
proved  to  be  untrue.  He  is  alive  and  getting  well. 
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G -n.  Taylor  and  start'  are  expected  here  to-day. 
Col.  Harvey  leaves  shortly  lor  Indian  liver  ” 

Another  letter,  (with  an  extract  of  which  we  have 
been  favored)  dated  fort  H -ilium,  March  22d,  says: 

“Eight  compan.es  of  the  4 li  artillery  are  to  be 
relieved  and  pioeeed  to  Eoi t Cohnnbns  as  soon  as 
the  7th  infantry  arrives  to  receive  them.  Captain 
Brown’s  at  Smyrna,  and  captain  Washington’s  at 
St.  Augustine,  have  not  been  designated  lor  relief. 
By  the  middle  of  April  I tlmik  not  many  ol  the  4lh 
artillery  will  remain  in  the  nation.  The  7th  infantry 
are  daily  expected  at  Tampa,  and  general  Taylor 
will  probably  arrive  heie  this  evening.” 

An  odd  fish — Poisson  d’Avril.  The  Boston 
Times  ol  Hie  1st  April  contains  an  account  ol  a mo.-t 
curious  monster,  said  to  he  in  the  possession  ot  Ro- 
bert T.  Lincoln,  esq.,  agent  of  the  New  York  West- 
ern Lumber  company,  who  has  just  returned  from 
the  St.  Peters  river,  near  the  head  of  steamboat  na- 
vigation, on  the  Upper  Mississippi1  It  is  called  an 
American  Oarang  Outang,  or  Wild  Man  of  the 
Woods.  The  tohowing  is  the  description  of  the 
animal,  vvh  ch  makes  a good  “April  fool”  story  ! 

“By  invitation  ol  Mr.  Lincoln,  w ho  is  an  old  ac- 
quaintance, we  went  down  to  his  rooms  to  examine 
this  monster.  He  is  a horrid  looking  creature,  and 
reminds  us  very  strongly  of  the  fabled  satyrs,  as  we 
have  pictured  them  in  our  own  mind.  He  is  about 
eight  feet  three  inches  high,  when  standing  erect, 
and  his  frame  is  of  giant  proportions  in  every'  pait 
His  legs  are  not  straight,  but  like  those  of  the  dog, 
and  other  four-footed  animals,  and  his  whole  body  is 
covered  with  a hide  very  much  like  that  of  a cow. 
His  arms  are  very  large  and  long  and  ill  proportion- 
ed. It  does  not  appear  from  his  manner  that  he  has 
ever  walked  upon  “all  lours.”  The  fingers  and 
toes  are  mere  bunches,  armed  with  stout  claws.  His 
head  is  covered  with  thick,  coarse,  black  hair,  like 
the  inane  of  a horse.  The  appearance  of  his  coun- 
tenance, if  such  it  may  be  called,  is  very  disgust- 
ing— nay,  almost  horrible.  It  is  covered  with  a 
thinner  and  lighter  coat  of  hair  than  the  rest  of  the 
body;  there  is  no  appearance  of  eye  brows  or  nose; 
the  mouth  is  very  large  and  wide,  and  similar  to  that 
of  a baboon.  His  eyes  are  quite  dull  and  heavy,  and 
there  is  no  indication  of  cunning  or  activity  about 
them.  Mr.  Lincoln  says  he  is  beyond  dispute  car- 
nivorous, as  he  universally  rejects  bread  and  vege- 
tables, and  eats  flesh  with  gieal  avidity.  He  thinks 
he  is  of  the  ourang  outang  species;  and  from  what 
little  we  have  seen,  we  are  inclined  to  consider  Inm 
a wild  animal,  somewhat  resembling  a man.  He  is, 
to  say  the  least,  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  crea- 
tures that  has  ever  been  brought  before  the  public, 
from  any'  part  of  the  earth,  or  the  waters  under  the 
earth,  and  we  believe  will  prove  a difficult  puzzle  to 
the  scientific.  He  lies  down  like  a brute,  and  does 
not  appear  to  possess  more  instinct  than  common 
domestic  animals.  He  is  now  quite  tame  and  quiet, 
and  is  only  confined  by  a stout  chain  attached  to 
his  legs. 

“This  is  the  first  creature  of  the  kind,  we  believe, 
ever  found  on  this  continent.  It  was  to  be  expect- 
ed, however,  that  in  penetrating  the  remote  recesses 
of  the  new  world,  monsters  would  be  found,  and 
great  natural  curiosities  brought  to  light;  and  it  has 
been  a matter  of  surprise  to  many  that  so  little  ol 
the  marvellous  has  ever  been  discovered.  But  we 
cannot  tell  what  the  wilds  of  the  far  northwest,  the 
shores  of  Lake  Superior,  the  regions  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  the  vast  territory  of  the  Oregon, 
may  yet  bring  lorlh.” 

Prison  investigation.  The  committee  of  the 
house  ot'  assembly,  directed  to  investigate  Mount 
Pleasant  slate  prison,  have  finished  their  arduous  la- 
bors, and  returned  to  Albany.  Their  report  may 
be  expected  next  week,  VVliat  that  report  maybe, 
we  are  unable  to  say;  but  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  that  there  is  sufficient  testimony  of  a clear 
and  unimpeachable  character  in  the  hands  ol  the 
commitiee,  to  fasten  the  charges  ol  ignorance  and  in- 
competence on  some  ol  the  inspectors,  and  pecula 
tion  upon  Olliers,  while  on  the  part  ot  the  agent  and 
his  deputy,  the  scourging  of  convicts  with  hot  irons, 
maslung.lheir  limbs  in  a vice,  whipping  with  cats 
wound  with  wire,  shooting  convicts  in  tin  ir  cells, 
inflicting  Iroin  one  to  five  hundred  lashes  with  a six 
tailed  ca  , the  feeding,  or  rathei  starving  men  upon 
a scai city  and  insufficient  allowance  ol  uuwholsome 
food,  have  been  proven  a part  and  parcel  of  their 
“great”  system.  [//.  River  Chronicle. 

Account  of  American  manufactures  by  an 
Englishmen.  At  a great  anti-corn  law  dinner  re- 
cemly  given  at,  Manchester,  England,  one  of  the 
speakers  in  the  course  ol  his  remarks,  made  the  fol- 
lowing statement;  that  in  1814  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica consumed  one  hundred  bales  of  cotton.  Last 


year  the  consumption  was  nearly  three  hundred 
thousand  bales,  entirely  the  growth  ot  the  short 
period  which  has  elapsed  since  1814.  She  now 
stands  in  point  of  consumption,  where  we  stood 
in  the  year  1316  Sixteen  years  ago,  Lowell, 
the  Manchester  of  America,  was  a desert.  1 1 s 
lorest  echoed  no  sound  but  that  of  the  cataract. 
Ii  now  spins  and  manufactures  forty  thousand  bales 
of  cotton  per  annum.  There  is  a concentrated 
water  power,  amounting  to  five  thousand  horses’ 
power,  which  equals  one-half  of  the  water  power 
of  Great  Brdaiu  which  is  applied  to  the  cotton  ma- 
nntacture  and  to  one-sixth  of  all  the  steam  power  so 
applied.  In  1832,  Amer  ca  exported  two  millions, 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  cotton 
goods.  In  1836,  and  hall  ot  1837,  she  exported 
twenty  thousand  bales  ol  her  cotion  manufactures 
round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  India  and  China, 
and  thirty-four  thousand  bales  to  the  inaiketsol  S 
America.  Neither  is  it  in  the  cotton  manufactuies 
alone  that  she  is  advancing.  In  1835,  die  had  seven- 
teen millions  of  sheep  ami  lambs.  In  1838, twenty- 
three  millions,  which,  at  three  pounds  pei  head, which 
give  sixty  millions  pounds  of  wool,  the  whole  ol 
which  is  manufactured  there.  Inferior  woollens  are 
sold  as  cheap  in  New'  York  as  in  the  cloth-halls  ol 
Leeds.  For  the  last  i wo  years  our  inanufacuturers 
have  worked  without  receiving  any  profit. 

Important  discovery  connected  with 
rail  roads.  During  the  last  month  or  six  weeks, 
crowds  of  persons,  evidently  of  a superior  class  ol 
society,  have  to  the  surprise  ol  the  inhabitants  ol 
the  quiet  neighborhood  of  Soho,  been  seen  wending 
their  way  towards,  and  inquiring  their  way  to,  an 
obscure  house  No.  6 Carlisle  street,  near  Soho 
square.  In  the  course  of  the  past  week  the  excite- 
ment has  greatly  increased  by  a vast  assetublance 
of  the  nobility,  members  of  the  administration,  fel- 
lows of  colleges  and  of  scientific  institutions,  emi- 
nent engineers,  naval  architects,  surveyors,  rail  road 
directors,  painters,  and  a w hole  host  of  the  patrons 
of  arts  amt  sciences,  of  w hom  were  (as  we  found 
out  by  following  in  the  wake)  attracted  thither  by 
the  exhibition  of  a model  of  a locomotive  steam  en- 
gine, which,  with  other  new  and  apparently  simple 
inventions,  acting  and  harmonising  therewith,  are 
destined  to  work  the  following  wonderous  changes 
and  improvements  in  the  present  system  of  steam 
carriage  conveyance — a desideratum  and  a “con- 
summation devoutly  to  be  wished.” 

“The  engines  and  trains  cannot  possibly  go  off 
the  railway  or  upset. 

“They  can  run  on  any  required  curve  with  speed, 
safety  and  minumum  degree  or  friction. 

“They  can  ascend  and  descend  all  aclivities  that 
can  be  required  in  railways,  and  with  speed  and 
convenience. 

“They  are  relieved  of  all  the  dead  weight  render 
ed  necessary  by  the  present  system,  and  are  no 
heavier  than  is  required  to  bear  the  load  of  goods 
and  passengers. 

“The  carriage  bodies  and  weight  will  be  almost 
on  the  ground. 

“They  will  be  less  expensive  than  those  at  pre- 
sent in  use;  and  the  immense  expenditure  of  tun- 
nelling, embankments,  cuttings,  &c.  &c.  will  be 
entirely  avoided. 

“The  repairs  of  the  railway,  the  ‘wear  and  tear’ 
of  the  engines  and  trains,  will  be  much  less  expen- 
sive than  those  now  in  use. 

“The  inconvenience  and  enormous  outlay  of  cut- 
ting through  parks  or  other  peculiarly  situated  pro- 
perty, is  avoided  by  the  power  ot  giving  the  line 
any  desired  direction.” 

The  ingenious  inventor  and  patentee  of  this  new 
system,  which  he  illustrates  with  great  clearness,  is 
a Mr.  Kollinan,  a gentleman  well  known  and  much 
admired  in  the  scientific  circles.  He  attends  in 
Carlisle  street  three  days  in  a week,  lor  the  purpose 
of  exhibiting  his  models  and  engine,  the  latter  ol 
which  has  been  beautifully  manufactured  at  the 
expense  of  £300;  and  is  on  the  scale  of  one  and  a 
half  inch  to  a loot.  [ London  paper. 


ADJUSTMENT  OF  THE  BOUNDARY  QUES- 
TION. 

From  the  Globe  of  Monday  night. 

We  publish  gen.  Scoti’s  letter  to  the  secretary 
of  war.  announcing  the  conclusion  of  an  amicable 
and  honorable  adjustment  of  the  difficulties  which 
existed  on  our  northeastern  boundary.  To  the  high 
character  of  gen.  Scott  and  gen.  Harvey,  who  con- 
ducted this  negotiation,  and  to  the  circumstance  of 
the  personal  relations  of  friendship  and  regard  exist- 
ing between  them,  as  well  as  to  the  earnest  desiie  of 
governor  Fairfield  and  his  republican  friends  to 
avoid  a collision  between  the  two  great  families  <4 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  the  country  is  indebted  for 
this  fortunate  result.  The  matter  is  once  again  in 


the  hands  of  the  federal  government,  to  which  it 
lightliilly  belongs,  and  no  doubt  will  receive  the 
serious  and  prompt  attention  which  its  importance 
merits. 

Head  quarters,  eastern  division , 
Augusta,  Me.  March  26,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  the  happiness  to  enclose  herewith 
two  copies  of  the  arragement  entered  into  through 
my  agency,  between  the  governor  of  Maine  and  the 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
w ick. 

The  copy  of  my  official  note  to  sir  John  Harvey, 
with  his  acceptance  of  the  arrangement,  is  in  the 
hands  ol  the  governor  ol  Maine,  and  another  copy  ot 
the  same  official  note,  followed  by  the  acceptances 
of  the  lieutenant  governor  and  the  governor,  was 
yesterday  transmitted  by  me  to  sir  John  Harvey. 
At  the  same  time  1 sent  him  copies  of  two  orders 
which  were  yesterday  issued  by  the  governor  of 
Maine — the  first  disbanding  the  thousand  detached 
militia  which  has  been  held  in  leserve  at  this  place, 
and  the  second  recalling  the  military  force  of  the 
state  horn  the  disputed  territory;  and  directing  the 
organization  of  the  civil  posse,  ihat  is  to  be  held  by 
the  stale  in  that  territory.  The  papers  so  transmit- 
ted, and  w hich  bore  the  signature  of  the  governor  of 
Maine,  or  that  of  his  adjutant  geneTa),  w ere  officially 
certified  by'  me. 

I trust  that  the  arrangement  betw  een  the  governor 
and  lieutenant  governor,  together  with  my  humble 
agency,  in  bringing  it  about,  will  be  satisfactory  to 
the  president  and  the  department.  The  arrangement, 
I have  no  doubt,  will  be  executed  by  the  parties  to 
it  in  good  laith  and  in  cheerfulness.  In  haste,  I have 
the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Hon.  J R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war 

As  a proof  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  go- 
vernor of  New  Brunswick,  w:e  add  the  following: 

Government  house.  Fredericton,  March  23,  1839. 

My  dear  general  Scott:  Upon  my  return 
from  closing  the  session  of  the  provincial  legislature 
this  day,  I was  gratified  bv  the  receipt  of  your  very 
satisfactory  communication  of  the  21st  instant.  My 
reliance  upon  you,  my  dear  general,  has  ffd  me  to 
give  my  willing  assent  to  the  proposition  which  y ou 
have  made  yourself  the  acceptable  medium  ol  con- 
veying to  me,  and  I trust  that  as  far  as  the  province 
and  the  state  respectively  are  concerned  an  end  will 
have  been  put,  by  it,  to  all  border  disputes,  and  a 
way  opened  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  na- 
tional question  involved.  I shall  hope  to  receive 
the  confirmation  of  this  arrangement  on  the  part  of 
the  state  ol  Maine  at  as  early  a period  as  may  be 
practicable;  and  as  it  is  my  intention  to  proci  ed  to 
Woodstock  early  in  the  ensuing  week,  I request 
you  to  have  the  goodness  to  address  it  to  me  at  that 
place. 

I shall  certainly  use  my  best  endeavors  to  protect 
the  timber  on  the  valley  ol  the  St.  John,  within  the 
disputed  territory,  from  depredatois,  and  shall  pro- 
bably place,  for  this  purpose,  a small  civil  force  at 
the  disposal  of  the  warden. 

I grieve  to  learn  that  there  is  so  little  chance  of 
my  seeing  y on  upon  the  present  occasion;  hut  I w ish 
you  to  give  me  some  ground  for  holding  that  I may 
have  that  high  gratification  at  as  early  a period  as 
may  be  compatible  with  your  many  important  and 
arduous  duties. 

Bi  lieve  me  to  remain,  my  dear  general,  with  sen- 
timents of  warm  esteem,  regard  and  respect,  v our 
faithful  friend.  (Signed)  J.  HARVEY. 

P.  S.  I readily  consent  to  all  my  letters  to  you, 
being  considered  as  semi-official,  and  thank  you  lor 
the  suggi-stion.  (Signed)  J H. 

Major  general  Scott,  8,-c.  <§-c. 

From  the  Augusta  ( Me.)  Journal,  March  26. 

Head  quarters  eastern  division.  U S.  army, 
Avgusta,  Maine,  March  21,  1S39. 

The  undersigned,  a major  general  in  the  armv  of 
the  United  States,  being  specially  charged  with 
maintaining  the  peace  and  safely  of  their  entire 
northern  and  eastern  frontiers,  having  cause  to  ap- 
prehend a collision  of  arms  between  the  proximate 
forces  ol  New  Brunswick  and  f tie  state  ol  Maine  on 
the  disputed  territory,  which  is  claimed  by  belli,  has 
the  honor,  in  the  sincere  desire  ol  the  United  States 
to  preserve  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  with 
Great  Britain — relations  which  might  he  much  en- 
dangered by  such  untow  aid  collision — to  inv  ite  from 
his  excellency  major  general  sir  John  Harvey,  lieu- 
tenant governor,  &c.  &c.  a general  declaration  to  this 
effect: 

That  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  lieutenant  go- 
vernor of  her  Britannic  majesty’s  province  ol  New 
Brunswick,  under  the  expected  renewal  of  negotia- 
tions between  the  cabinets  of  London  nd  Washing- 
Ion  on  the  subj  ct  of  the  said  disputed  territory, 
w ithout  renewed  instructions  to  that  effect  from  Ins 
government,  to  seek  to  take  military  possession  of 
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that  territory , or  to  seek,  by  military  force,  to  ex- 
pel therefrom  the  armed  civil  posse  or  the  troops  of 
Maine. 

Should  the  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  be  fa- 
vored with  such  declaration  or  assurance,  to  be  by 
bun  communicated  to  his  excellency  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  Maine,  the  undersigned  does  not  in  the 
least  doubt  that  he  would  be  immediately  and  fully 
authorised  by  the  governor  of  Maine  to  communicate 
to  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor  of  New 
Brunswick,  a corresponding  pacific  declaration  to 
this  effect: 

That,  in  the  hope  of  a speedy  and  satisfctory  set- 
th.  j .nt,  by  negotiation  between  the  governments  ol 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  of  the  princi- 
pal or  boundary  question  between  the  state  of  Maine 
and  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  it  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  governor  of  Maine,  without  renew- 
ed instructions  from  the  legislature  of  the  state,  to  at- 
tempt to  disturb  by  arms  the  said  province  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Madawaska  settlements,  or  to  attempt 
to  interrupt  the  usual  communications  between  that 
province  and  her  majesty's  upper  provinces;  and  that 
he  is  willing,  in  the  mean  time,  to  leave  the  ques- 
tions of  possession  and  jurisdiction  as  they  at  present 
stand — that  is,  Great  Britain  holding,  in  fact,  posses- 
sion of  a part  of  the  said  territory,  and  the  govern- 
ment of  Maine  denying  her  right  to  such  possession; 
and  the  state  of  Maine  holding,  in  fact,  possession 
of  another  portion  of  the  same  territory  to  which  her 
right  is  denied  by  Great  Britain. 

With  this  understanding  the  governor  of  Maine 
v/ili7  without  unnecessary  delay,  withdraw  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  state  from  the  said  disputed  terri- 
tory'— leaving  only,  under  a land  agent,  a small  civil 
posse,  armed  or  unarmed,  to  protect  the  limber  re- 
cently cut,  and  to  prevent  future  depredations. 

Reciprocal  assurances  of  the  foregoing  friendly 
character  having  been,  through  the  undersigned,  in- 
terchanged, all  danger  of  collision  between  the  im- 
mediate parties  to  the  controversy  will  be  at  once 
removed,  and  time  allowed  the  United  States  and 
G;eat  Britain  to  settle  amicably  tile  great  question 
of  limits. 

The  undersigned  has  much  pleasure  in  renewing 
to  uis  excellency  major  general  sir  John  Harvey  the 
assurances  of  his  ancient  high  consideration  and  re- 
spect. WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

To  a copy  of  the  foregoing,  sir  John  Harvey  an- 
nexed the  following: 

The  undersigned,  major  genera!  sir  John  Harvey, 
lieutenant  governor  of  her  Britannic  majesty’s  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick,  having  received  a propo- 
sition from  maj.  general  Winfield  Scott,  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  army,  of  which  the  foregoing  is  a copy, 
hereby,  on  his  part,  signifies  his  concurrence  and 
acquiescence  therein. 

Sir  John  Harvey  renews  with  great  pleasure  to 
major  general  Scott  the  assurances  of  his  warmest 
personal  consideration,  regard  and  respect, 

J.  HARVEY. 

Government  house,  Frederickton, 

New  Brunswick,  March  23,  1839. 

To  a paper  containing  the  note  of  general  Scott, 
and  the  acceptance  of  sir  John  Harvey,  gov.  Fair- 
field  annexed  his  acceptance  in  these  words: 

Erc.  utive  department,  Mugusta,  March  25,  1S39. 

The  undersigned,  governor  of  Maine,  in  conside- 
ration of  the  foregoing,  the  exigency  for  calling  out 
the  troops  of  Maine  having  ceased,  has  no  hesitation 
in  signifying  his  entire  acqniesence  in  the  proposi- 
tion of  major  general  Scott. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  tender  to  major 
genera!  Scott  the  assurance  of  his  high  respect  and 
esteem,  JOHN  FAIRFIELD. 

We  learn  that  general  Scott  has  interchanged  the 
acceptances  of  the  governor  and  lieutenant  governor, 
and  also  that  governor  Fairfield  immediately  issued 
orders  recalling  the  troops  of  Maine,  and  for  orga- 
nizing the  civil  posse  that  is  to  be  continued,  for  the 
time,  in  the  disputed  territory.  The  troops  in  this 
town  will  also  be  immediately  discharged. 

The  two  branches  of  the  Maine  legislature  met  at 
half  pad  5 o’clock  on  Monday  morning. 

The  governor  was  informed  that  the  two  houses 
were  ready  to  adjourn.  The  secretary  notified  the 
houses  that  he  had  no  further  communicalion  to 
make.  Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the  president 
of  the  senate  and  speaker  of  the  house,  and  they 
made  speeches  of  acknowledgment,  and  the  two 
houses  then  adjourned. 

From  the  New  York  Express. 

We  have  seen  a letter,  dated  Bangor,  March  24th, 
whirl  states  that  a rumor  had  reached  that  city,  that 
a paiiy  ot  our  troops,  consisting  of  a sergeant  arid  ten 
men,  were  sent  about  six  miles  north  of  Fort  Fair 
field,  lor  the  purpose  of  arresting  trespassers;  that 
having  arrived  at  an  opening  in  the  woods,  they 
were  surrounded  by  a party  of  about  sixty  men;  anil 
that  a skirmish  ensued,  in  which  three  of  their  men 


were  wounded.  The  letter  states  I hat  gen.  Hoils- 
don  immediately  left  the  iort  with  100  men,  leaving 
orders  lor  100  more  to  follow  immediately,  with  the 
intention  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  belligerent 
party.  An  express,  it  is  stated,  passed  through  for 
Augusta. 

We  have  no  means  of  judging  of  the  correctness  ot 
the  above.  The  latest  news  we  have  from  Bangoi 
was  brought  by  the  steamer  Bangor,  which  let! 
Frankfort,  on  the  Penobscot,  at  5 o’clock  on  Mon- 
day morning.  As  Frankfort  is  some  twenty  miles 
below  Bangor,  it  is  possible  that  the  passengers  for 
the  boat  left  the  cily  early  on  Sunday,  and  before 
this  news  reached  there.  The  Boston  papers  of 
Tuesday  do  not  mention  the  matter. 

The  following  spiteful  paragraph  if  from  the  Royal 
Gazette  of  Halifax,  the  good  people  of  which  region 
would  desire  nothing  better  than  a war  between  the 
two  countries,  on  account  of  the  golden  harvest  they 
would  expect  to  reap  horn  the  erent: 

“A  special  minister,  it  appears,  is  to  be  sent  to 
England.  If  Great  Britain  consults  her  own,  dignity, 
she  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  that  envoy — nor 
ought  she  to  negotiate  further  on  the  subject  of  the 
disputed  territory,  while  the  act  ‘giving  to  the  pre- 
sident additional  powers  for  the  delence  ol  Ihe  Unit- 
ed States,’  &c.  is  in  existence.  Had  the  U.  States 
government  rested  satisfied  with  the  arrangement 
entered  into  with  Mr.  Fox,  lor  preventing  any  vio- 
lent collision  upon  the  northern  bol  der  of  the  union, 
and  then  determined  upon  sending  a special  ambas- 
sador to  England,  all  would  have  been  well,  and  tile 
mission  might  have  been  attended  with  results  satis- 
factory to  both  parties;  hut  the  position  they  have 
assumed  is  grossly  iusulting  lo  Great  Britain,  and  is 
one  lo  which  she  cannot  for  a moment  submit  with- 
out the  sacrifice  of  all  national  character.” 

The  following  communication  from  the  president 
was  transmitted  to  the  New  York  legislature,  in  re- 
ply to  the  resolutions  passed  by  that  bod}',  some 
weeks  since,  on  the  subject  of  the  Maine  boundary 
question. 

Washington,  March  29,  1839. 

To  ihe  house  of  assembly  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  sundry  resolutions  of  your  honorable  body 
expressing  its  approbation  of  the  course  pursued  by 
the  federal  executive,  and  of  the  action  of  congress, 
in  relation  to  the  controversy  between  the  state  of 
Maine  and  her  Britannic  majesty’s  province  of  New 
Brunswick;  announcing  also  the  determination  of 
your  state  to  second  the  efforts  of  the  general  go- 
vernmentinpreserving pacific  relations  with  Great 
Britain,  and  to  hold  herself  in  readiness  if  necessary, 
to  aid  in  resisting  encroachments  upon  the  territory 
of  any  portion  of  the  union. 

For  the  expression  of  these  sentiments,  and  for  the 
entire  unanimity  With  which  it  was  made,  I tender 
my  respectful  and  grateful  acknowledgments. 

The  assembly  of  New  York  may  rest  assured  that 
to  effect  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  controversy 
in  question  no  efforts  on  my  part  will  be  omitted, 
that  are  consistent  with  reason  and  justice,  and  with 
that  sacred  respect  for  the  character  of  the  conntiy, 
which  being  paramount  to  all  other  considerations, 
can  never  be  disregarded.  Should  these  efforts  prove 
unsuccessful,  a result  1 cannot  allow  myself  (o  ex- 
pect, the  federal  government  will  rely  with  confi- 
dence on  the  proffered  co  operation  of  your  great 
state;  a confidence  alike  justified  by  the  proceedings 
which  have  been  communicated  to  me  in  your  be- 
half, and  by  the  known  fidelity  of  the  citizens  of 
New  York  to  the  honor  and  interests  of  our  common 
country.  With  great  respect,  your  ob’t  servant, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Herald,  March  30. 

Resignation  of  N.  Biddle,  esq.  It  will  be 
seen,  from  the  subjoined  letter,  that  this  distinguish- 
ed gentleman,  who,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  lias 
presided  over  the  interests  of  I lie  United  States  bank 
with  such  signal  success , has  resigned  his  situation. 
We  learn  that  Mr.  Biddle  will,  with  his  family,  visit 
Europe.  Thomas  Dunlap,  esq.  has  been  unani- 
mously elected  president  of  the  bank.  The  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Biddle  could 
net  have  been  filled  by  a more  able  financier  than 
Mr.  Dunlap.  His  election  to  that  most  important 
post  will  be  highly  gratifying  to  the  community  ol 
which  he  has  bepn  so  long  a most  valuable  member. 

Bank  of  the  United  Stales  March  29,  1839. 

At  a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  tank 
of  the  United  States,  held  at  the  banking  house  this 
morning,  afier  the  ordinary  business  of  ihe  day  was 
completed,  Nicholas  Biddle,  esq.,  president,  com 
municated  to  the  board  h is  intention  of  resigning  In- 
place  in  the  institution,  and  took  leave  of  his  col 
leagues  in  a brief  valedictory,  marked  not  only  b\ 
his  usual  felicity  of  expression,  but  singularly  cha 


racterised  by  an  eloquent  pathos,  which  was  wholly 
irresistible  among  his  old  and  tried  friends — his  fel- 
low-laborers for  the  last  twenty  years. 

Upon  Mr.  Biddle’s  withdrawal,  the  following  let- 
ter from  him  to  the  directors  was  presented  and  read: 
To  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States: 

Gentlemen:  I execule  a purpose  which,  as  you 
are  aware,  I have  long  meditated,  and  which  I inti- 
mated to  the  stockholders  at  their  first  meeting  under 
the  new  chartei:  that  of  re  tiring  from  the  direction 
of  the  bank.  It  is  now1  more  than  twenty  years  since 
I entered  its  service.  They  have  been  yeats  of  in- 
tense labor,  and  they  have  earned  for  me  a tight  to 
claim  the  relaxation  and  repose  which  approaching 
age  and  precarious  health  require.  I have  waited 
anxiously  lor  the  most  appropriate  moment  at  which 
I could  be  best  spared,  but  hitherto,  whenever  I have 
sought  the  retirement  I so  much  needed,  some  diffi- 
culty, in  which  my  service  was  deemed  useful,  al- 
ways interposed  to  detain  me.  None  such  exists  now. 
All  the  political  dissensions  connected  with  the  bank, 
lor  the  last  ten  years,  have  ceased;  all  its  extraordi- 
nary efforts  for  the  protection  of  our  national  in- 
terests are  happily  ended:  and  the  bank  has  returned 
to  its  accustomed  channels  of  business  in  peace.  I 
can  therefore  withdraw,  at  length,  without  incon- 
venience; and  I do  it  more  rea  ily,  because  I leave 
the  affairs  of  the  institution  in  a state  of  great  pros- 
perity, and  in  the  hands  of  able  directors  and  offi- 
cers. 

This  separation  from  friends,  with  whom  I have 
been  so  long  and  so  agreeably  associated,  is  among 
the  most  painlul  acts  of  tny  life;  and  I pray  you  to 
accept,  at  parting,  my  sincere  wishes  for  the  personal 
welfare  of  you  all.  N.  BIDDLE,  president. 

Philadelphia,  March  29,  1S39. 

Whereupon  Manuel  Eyre,  esq.  was,  on  motion  of 
Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  esq  , called  to  the  chair,  and  the 
following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Ingersoll,  was 
unanimously  adopted,  and  a commi'tee,  consisting 
of  J.  R Ingersoll,  Ambrose,  White  and  Caleb  Cope, 
esqrs.,  appointed  to  present  the  same  to  Mr.  Biddle. 

Resolved,  That  the  directors  have  learned,  with 
unfeigned  regret,  the  intention  of  Mr.  Biddle  to  w ith- 
draw from  his  situation  as  president  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States. 

For  many  years,  the  best  interests  of  the  institu- 
tion under  his  especial  guardianship  have  been  pro- 
tected and  promoted  wiih  devoted  fidelity,  untiling 
zeal,  and  shining  abilities.  In  both  periods  of  its 
corporate  existence,  it  has  been  exposed  to  continued 
assaults  and  surrounded  with  complicated  difficul- 
ties. Power  and  prejudice  have  arrayed  themselves 
against  it  in  active  hostility;  popular  feeling  and 
official  influence  have  been  exercised  in  anxious  at- 
tempts to  disturb  its  arrangements  and  check  its 
prosperity.  But  it  has  not  ceased  to  prosper.  More 
than  one  moneyed  and  political  crisis  has  threatened 
the  institutions  of  the  country  with  serious  loss  or 
absolute  destruclion.  The  country  and  its  institu- 
tions have  as  often  survived  the  crisis,  and  they  now 
stand  erect,  and  almost  unhurt,  from  the  perils  to 
which  they  have  been  exposed.  Duringthese  event- 
ful periods,  arduous  efforts  have  been  made  and 
heavy  burdens  have  been  sustained  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  largest  and  most  effective 
share  of  successful  exertion  lias  been  contributed  by 
its  presiding  officer. 

The  board  of  directors  owe  it  to  themselves,  and 
to  the  stockholders  whom  they  represent,  in  accept- 
ing with  deep  reluctance  the  resignation  now  tender- 
ecfto  them,  to  record  their  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  a gentleman,  whose  unrivalled  skill  in  finance, 
unwearied  devotion  to  his  duties,  firm  and  indepen- 
dent conduct  in  the  midst  of  obstacles,  elevated  and 
honorable  principles,  and  courteous  and  urbane  de- 
portment, have  marked  with  unfailing  uniformity  an 
arduous  eareer;  who,  having  performed  so  much 
and  so  faithfully,  leaves  the  institution  with  which 
he  is  identified  prosperous  in  all  its  relations,  strong 
in  its  abilities  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  several 
communities  by  which  it  is  suirounded,  cordial  in 
its  association  with  sister  establishments,  and  secure 
in  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  wdio  are  connected 
with  it  in  foreign  as  well  as  domestic  intercourse. 

Itwas  then  moved  by  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  esq.  that  Ihe 
board  do  now'  proceed  to  the  election  of  a director  in 
the  place  of  N.  Biddle,  resigned,  when  it  appeared 
upon  the  ballot  that  Thomas  Dunlap  w'as  unani- 
mously elected  a director  to  supply  the  vacancy. 
Mr.  Dunlap’s  resignation  of  his  office  as  second  as- 
sistant cashier  was  presented  to  the  hoard  by  J.  Cow- 
perthwait,  esq.  cashier,  and  accepted. 

Whereupon,  on  molion,  the  hoard  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  a president,  and,  upon  counting  the 
ballots,  it  appeared  that  Thomas  Dunlap,  esq.  was 
unanimously  elected  president  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  same  committee  were  re- 
quested by  the  chairman  to  inform  Mr.  Dunlap  of 
uis  election,  and  request  his  acceptance  of  the  ap- 
pointment. 
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Upon  taking  the  chair,  Mr.  Dunlap  said: 

Gentlemen:  t beg  you  to  accept  my  cordial  and 
respectful  thanks  lor  the  confidence  you  have  been 
pleased  to  repose  in  me.  The  trust  conferred  by 
your  suffrage  is  one  of  the  deepest  responsibility.  I 
feel  its  weight.  To  assume  this  prominent  share  in 
the  administration  of  this  great  institution  in  the 
most  prosperous  condition  of  public  affairs,  and  in 
the  happiest  circumstances  of  our  moneyed  transac- 
tions, might  well  appal  the  most  self- confiding,  but 
to  follow  in  instant  succession  a gentleman  whose 
singular  ability,  firmness,  integrity  and  skill,  have 
been  devoted  with  untiring  energy  and  uniform  suc- 
cess to  the  best  interests  of  the  stockholders  and  of 
his  country,  for  twenty  consecutive  years,  is  a task 
to  which  few,  if  any,  can  be  found  equal.  Without 
your  generous  confidence,  I should  shrink  from  il. 
In  pledging  myself  to  fidelity,  zeal  and  unremitting 
devotion  to  its  interests,  I must  throw  myself  wholly 
upon  you;  upon  the  talents,  assiduity,  discretion 
and  unflinching  determination  for  the  right  which 
have  characterised  your  board  from  its  origin.  In 
your  hands  all  will  be  safe;  and  in  the  hope  of  being 
sustained  by  your  frank  support,  I now,  with  un- 
feigned distrust  in  my  own  powers,  tender  to  you, 
and  to  those  we  represent,  the  best  energies  I possess 
in  the  service  to  which  you  have  called  me. 

THE  NORTHERN  FRONTIER. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  extracts  that  the 
difficulties  on  the  northern  frontier  are  by  no  mean? 
at  an  end.  Buildings  on  both  sides  oi  the  line  have 
been  burned,  and  the  excitement  ot  the  inhabitants 
is  increasing. 

The  St.  Albans  Messenger  of  March  28th,  say's: 

Fires  on  our  frontier  seem  to  increase  in  a fearful 
ratio.  For  the  last  two  weeks  there  have  been  one 
or  more  fires  almost  every  night.  Apparently  they 
are  alternately  each  side  of  the  line.  Retaliation 
appears  to  be  the  order  of  the  night.  We  are  not 
able  to  state  the  extent  of  the  burning,  but  presume 
from  the  number  of  fires  seen  from  this  place,  and 
what  we  have  heard,  that  quite  a number  of  build- 
ings have  been  burned,  the  greater  part  of  them 
barns,  and  the  most  of  them  situated  in  Champlain 
and  Odietown.  In  the  latter  place  we  are  informed 
that  a large  house  was  burned  on  Friday  night  last, 
and  on  the  Friday  night  previous  two  barns  belonging 
to  it.  Last  Sunday  night  one  or  two  barns  in  Al- 
burgh  were  destroyed. 

A private  correspondent  of  the  Burlington  Senti- 
nel, under  date  of  March  22,  writes: 

Captain  Porter’s  company  of  regulars  are  ordered 
from  this  post  to  Rouse’s  Point,  anil  leave  to-morrou 
morning;  the  company  stationed  at  Troy  are  also  1 
withdrawn,  to  join  the  head  quarters  of  the  regiment 
at  Piatlsburgh. 

The  excitement  at  Rouse’s  Point  is  very  great,  in 
consequence  of  the  burnings  winch  have  been  kept 
up  for  nearly'  two  weeks.  Quite  a number  of  the 
families  are  moving  out  of  the  place,  or  rather  the 
female  part  of  them.  You  can  form  little  idea  ol 
the  alarm  and  confusion  which  prevail  there  as  soon 
as  night  falls. 

Every  man  in  the  place  is  on  duty',  and  fifty 
mounted  dragoons  are  stationed  on  the  lines;  yet, 
with  all  this  precaution,  they  have  fires  all  around 
them.  Several  fires  have  occurred  within  sight  of 
the  guard,  and  while  limy  were  extinguishing  one, 
another  has  broken  out  in  another  direction. 

Later  still.  By  a letter  from  Alburgh,  dated  Mon- 
day last,  on  which  implicit  reliance  may  be  placed, 
we  learn  that  the  barns  belonging  to  Mr.  Covey,  an 
enterprising  farmer,  in  Alburgh,  were  burned  by  a 
gang  of  “loyal  volunteers”  on  the  Saturday  night 
previous. 

Six  or  eight  head  of  cattle,  two  horses  and  about 
ten  tons  of  hay  were  also  destroyed.  Our  corres- 
pondent adds  that  scarcely  a night  had  passed  lor 
three  weeks,  without  the  heavens  being  illuminated 
by  the  light  from  some  incendiary  fire  in  that  vici- 
nity. 

From  the  Montreal  Herald. 

ClarenceviLlc,  '2,5th  March,  1S39. 

Sir:  I beg  to  inform  you  of  the  particulars  of  a 
small  alfair  that  took  place  in  this  neighborhood  last 
night,  or  rather  early  this  morning.  About  3 o’clock 
an  armed  party  from  the  United  States,  in  sleighs, 
drove  down  on  the  ice  until  opposite  our  piquet  on 
Beach  Ridge,  ( the  scene  of  some  of  their  burning), 
ami  then  commenced  firing  small  arms,  but  without 
etfuc’,  as  our  piquet  had  disposed  of  themselves  un- 
der cover,  awaiting  their  nearer  approach,  the  dis- 
tance beingtoo  great  for  precise  aim.  The  brigands 
then  fired  a cannon  and  then  decamped  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Alburg  Springs.  A detachment  of  the  Queen’s 
light  dragoons,  and  the  light  company  of  colonel  Dy- 
er’s regiment,  arrived  soon  alter  in  support  of  the 
piquet,  and  marched  us  to  the  line,  near  which  a bo- 
dy of  the  brigands  remained  until  the  near  approach 
of  our  force 


Upon  our  arrival  at  the  spot  on  the  ice,  from 
where  the  filing  took  place,  we  found  the  cannon,  a 
vvooilen  one,  burst,  and  a new  United  States  musket 
with  an  iron  six  pound  ball,  and  a quantity  of  can- 
non shot  lying  scattered  about.  From  the  appear- 
ance of  some  pieces  of  til. ■ wooden  cannon,  I am  led 
io  believe  that  several  of  I he  brigands  were  wounded 
by  its  bursting,  marks  ol  blood  being  distinctly  visi- 
ble on  the  pieces  and  ice  around.  The  firing  on  the 
piquets  in  this  vicinity  is  not  an  unusual  occurrence, 
but  from  the  distance  the  shots  came  from,  and  our 
precaution  in  placing  the  sentries  under  cover,  no 
damage  has  been  received.  Had  the  cannon  not 
burst,  we  have  every  reason  to  suppose  that  a more 
extended  attack  was  intended,  as  we  are  informed 
that  a considerable  force  from  another  point  conve- 
nient to  us  was  in  readiness  to  march,  in  and  as  Nel- 
son, Cote,  Gagnon  and  Grogan  are  now  at  the 
springs,  only  four  miles  distant,  another  attack  is  ex- 
pected. 

The  Montreal  Courier  states  that  a barn  and  stable 
at  St.  Johns,  belonging  to  a volunteer  named  Harri- 
son, were  burned  by  an  incendiary  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th. 

The  recent  ordinance  respecting  the  admission  of 
aliens  into  the  province  has  caused  some  uneasiness 
and  it  is  feared  that  it  will  prove  an  impediment  to 
the  usual  intercourse  by  steamboats  on  lake  Cham- 
plain. The  steamboat  company  is  said  to  have  seri- 
ous intentions  ofrunning  their  boats  no  farther  than 
Champlain  village. 

From  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser. 

Colonel  Prince,  and  the  Sandwich  alfair.  it  will 
be  recollected  that  after  the  alfair  at  Sandwhich,  U. 
C.  much  blame  was  attached  to  col.  Prince  for  the 
course  wdiich  he  pursued  towards  the  patriot  prison- 
ers who  fell  info  his  hands.  According  to  the  state- 
ments then  made  of  his  conduct,  it  was  evidently 
characterized  by  wanton  cruelty;  but  we  are  gratifi- 
ed to  perceive  that  upon  an  inquiry  instituted  by  the 
lieutenant  governor  and  major  general  commanding, 
colonel  Prince  is  fully  exonerated  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  having  been  guilty  of  acts  of  wanton  cruelty. 

We  extraet  the  following  paragraph  from  a gene- 
ral order  issued  from  the  adjutant  general’s  office  at 
Toronto. the  20th  March: 

“The  lieutenant  governor  cannot  too  strongly  ex- 
press his  disapprobation  of  the  terms  and  spirit  in 
which  the  printed  statement  has  been  framed,  and 
of  the  act,  manner,  and  place  of  its  publication;  nor 
can  he  omit  particularly  to  notice  the  very  incon- 
sistent and  reprehensible  conduct  of  colonel  William 
Elliott,  who,  in  the  first  place,  presided  at  a public 
meeting,  at  which  the  course  of  summary  execution 
adopted  by  colonel  Prince,  to  a limited  extent,  at 
Windsor,  was  strongly  recommended  to  be  iix.is- 
criminately  pursued  on  all  occasions  of  invasion:  and 
afterwards  pledg’d  himself  to  the  truth  of  state- 
ments, highly  colored  and  exaggerated,  implicating 
that  officer,  and  having  a direct  tendency  to  lower 
the  character  of  the  militia  service,  in  which  colonel 
Prince  and  his  accusers  were  alike  engaged,  as  well 
as  to  aggravate  the  feelings  of  hostility  along  the 
liontier,  already,  unhappily,  too  much  excited.” 

The  order  then  declares  that  “these  circumstances 
impose  outlie  lieutenant  governor  the  painful  neces- 
sity of  dispensing  with  the  future  services  of  colonel 
William  Elliott  in  her  majesty’s  militia  of  the  Upper 
Province.” 

The  London  Spectator,  in  speaking  of  lord  Dur- 
ham’s report  on  Canadian  affairs,  says: 

“It  should  be  as  gratifying  to  the  American  peo- 
ple as  to  the  colonists  whom  it  most  concerns.  For 
the  first  time,  an  eminent  English  statesman  treats 
colonists  with  the  respect  which  is  due  to  a free 
people;  concealing  nothing  from  them,  not  attempt- 
ing to  delude  them  with  vague  generalities,  but  ad- 
mitting and  enforcing  their  just  causes  of  complaint, 
proving  their  grievances,  and  insisting  that  their  in- 
terests should  be  consulted,  by  allowing  them  to 
manage  their  own  local  affairs  in  their  own  way. 
For  the  first  time,  an  eminent  English  statesman 
officially  avows  his  respect  for  the  Anglo-Saxon 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  honestly  attributes 
their  wonderful  career  of  prosperity  to  the  English 
principle  of  local  self-government,  which  they  in- 
herited from  their  ancestors  and  ours.  Wellington 
and  Peel  seem  to  long  for  a war  with  America,  or 
to  imagine  that  they  can  avert  it  by  denunciation 
and  threats.  Lord  Durham  shows  in  what  utter 
ignorance  they  have  charged  the  American  govern- 
ment with  bad  faith;  proves  that  whatever  risk  there 
may  be  of  a war  on  the  Canadian  frontier  is  owing 
to  the  lawdess  and  disorganized  stale  of  the  British 
dominions;  and  declares  that  it  is  only  by  giving  a 
government  to  our  own  people,  who  have  had  none, 
that  we  can  hope  to  avert  collision,  which  may  end 
in  war.  Which  is  the  better  statesmanship — which 
the  wiser  diplomacy — Peel’s  or  Durham’s?  We 
need  not  stop  to  ask  a question  about  the  policy  of 
such  a nullity  as  the  -Melbourne  cabinet.” 


TEN  DAYS  LATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  packet  ship  Roscoe,  captain  Delano,  arrived 
Thursday  morning,  and  brought  Liverpool  papers 
of  the  28th  and  London  of  the  27th  ult. 

The  London  papers  of  the  23d  February  publish 
the  resolutions  of  inquiry  offered  by  Mr.  Cushing, 
and  adopted  in  the  house  of  representatives  (he  last 
oi  January,  relative  to  the  boundary  lines  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  possessions,  the 
alleged  violation  of  neutrality  on  (lie  Canadian  fron- 
tier, and  particularly  in  relation  to  the  seizure  and 
destruction  of  the  steamboat  Caroline.  These  reso- 
lutions are  regarded  as  breathing  a spirit  of  hostility. 
The  Herald  suggest  that  an  English  army  of  obser- 
vation on  the  line  would  produce  the  happiest  con- 
sequences on  the  question  of  adjustment. 

It  was  known  in  London  that  governor  Fairfield 
had  communicated  a confidential  message  to  the 
Maine  legislature  on  the  subject  of  the  timber  de- 
predations. 

The  earl  of  Zetland  died  suddenly  on  the  19th  of 
February.  He  was  created  ari  earl  at  the  corona- 
tion. Former  title  lord  Dundas. 

The  French  government  has  ordered  an  extra- 
ordinary credit  of  2,200,000f.  to  be  opened  lo  the 
minister  ot  marine  and  colonics,  to  be  thus  ap  ro- 
priated:  To  repair  the  damages  done  to  the  military 
buildings  at  Martinique,  500,000f;  subvention  to  the 
interior  service  of  the  colonies,  900,000f;  accessory 
services,  800,000f. 

The  Mexican  blockade.  The  subject  of  the  Mexi- 
can blockade  was  exciting  a good  deal  of  atteniion 
in  London.  The  blockades  are  reported  as  highly 
injurious  to  British  commerce.  Several  vessels  had 
returned  with  their  cargoes,  and  notice  had  been 
given  that  the  packets  were  to  be  restrained  bom 
bringing  home  specie. 

The  queen  had  offered  to  mediate  between  France 
and  Mexico,  but  the  offer  was  rejected.  Mexico 
had  intimated  a desire  lor  the  mediation  of  England. 

Lord  Normanby  was  sworn  in  as  colonial  secre- 
tary on  the  22d  of  February.  His  successor  in  the 
government  of  Ireland  bad  not  yet  been  named. 

The  court  circular  of  February  23d  states  1 hat 
on  the  preceding  day  the  bishop  of  Vermont,  U.  S. 
had  an  interview  with  lord  Melbourne. 

Nothing  further  of  importance  in  relation  lo  Ca- 
nada had  occurred.  In  the  house  of  lords  on  (he 
19th  instant  the  earl  of  Winchilsea  made  a met  ion 
for  copies  of  any  correspondence  that  may  have 
taken  place  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Tur- 
ton. 

Lord  Melbourne  disclaimed  having  anything  to 
do  with  the  appointment.  He  had  written  a private 
letter  lo  lord  Durham  on  the  subject,  stating  his  dis- 
approbation, and  requesting  that  the  appointment 
might  be  rescinded.  Lord  Durham  declined,  as  he 
considered  his  honor  pledged  in  the  matter. 

Lord  Durham  in  reply  said: — He  had  consider- 
ed, and  he  still  believed,  that  it  was  the  privilege  o£ 
all  governors  to  appoint  honorary  executive  coi.n.- 
ciliors.  Honorary  executive  councillors  were  dis- 
tinguished from  mandamus  councillors.  There  was- 
a legal  decision  to  such  effect.  Honorary  executive 
councillors  were  summoned  by  the  governor.  There 
was  nothing  upon  which  they  could  come  officially 
before  the  government.  He  distinctly  asserted — 
and  he  was  sure  whatever  their  lordships  might 
think  of  his  Canadian  administration  that  they  would 
give  credence  to  his  word — he  solemnly  assured 
them  that  nothing  could  have  induced  him  to  alter 
any  appointment  which  he  might  have  given  to  his 
learned  friend,  provided  that  it  did  not  commit  the 
government.  He  did  not  shrink  from  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  appointment.  He  had  made  it  on  his 
own  responsibility.  He  cared  not  for  either  the 
private  or  the  public  letters.  He  had  felt  his  honor 
pledged.  Nothing  could  have  induced  him  to  re- 
scind the  appointment.  He  had  tendered  his  resig- 
nation rather  than  do  it.  The  learned  gentlemen 
had  tendered  to  him  his  resignation,  but  nothing 
could  have  induced  him  to  accept  it.  He  b I;  v -d 
the  expression  he  used  at  the  time  was,  tin  t he 
would  rather  cut  off  his  right  hand.  Nothing  coni  1 
have  induced  him  to  make  himself  accessary  i lha 
villification  which  had  taken  place  of  that  gentler 
man.  As  to  the  public  letters,  he  (bought  the  pub- 
lic had  a right  to  their  being  published.  He  was 
not  ashamed  of  (hem.  He  hoped  the  noble  vis  mint 
would,  at  all  events,  allow’  him  to  read  that  part  of 
his  own  (lord  Durham’s)  letter  which  referred  to 
the  subject.  It  would  be  a satisfaction  to  him  if 
every  word  of  both  the  public  and  private  letters 
were  published.  He  was  very  much  obliged  to  his 
noble  friend  (lord  Brougham)  for  having  come  for- 
ward and  said  what  he  had  said  concerning  his 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Turton’s  character.  He  (lord 
Dm  ham)  had  known  that  gentleman  from  youth. 
They  hail  been  separated  by  circumstances,  he  (Mr. 
Turton)  having  gone  to  India  and  he  (lord  Durham) 
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having  evt  r been  in  England.  Fleoblained  in  India 
the  appointment  oi  advocate  general,  being  appoint- 
ed lo  that  situation  by  lord  Combermere.  He  held 
the  appointment  lor  a length  of  time.  He  was  con- 
firmed in  it  by  lord  Amherst.  It  was  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  court  and  council,  who  took  the  extraor- 
dinary step  of  voting  him  a certain  large  salary,  and 
of  passing  a vote  of  thanks  to  him.  He  (lord 
Durham)  after  this,  had  not  seen  why  there  should 
be  any  objection  to  his  giving  him  this  temporary 
situation  in  Canada.  The  advocate  generalship  was 
the  first  legal  appointment  in  India,  being  tanta- 
mount to  our  attorney  generalship.  He  had  felt 
himself  (lord  Durham)  not  precluded  Irom  employ- 
ing this  gentleman  and  availing  himseli  of  his  great 
abilities.'  This  gentleman  had  been  elected  by  the 
inhab  tants  of  Calcutta  and  ether  towns  to  high 
situations.  Let  him  observe  that  all  the  circum- 
stances of  Mr.  Turton  were  known  in  India  at  the 
time  all  he  had  been  speaking  of  took  place  there  con- 
cerning him.  Ttie  noble  earl  proceeded  to  say  that 
Mr.  Turton  was  not  paid.  He  had  not  received  any 
thing.  He  ( lord  Durham)  would  be  ready  to  meet 
the  noble  earl  (the  earl  of  Winchilsea)  both  upon 
the  private  and  tiae  public  question.  He  would  be 
ready  to  eater  upon  the  question  of  adultery,  as  in 
connection  with  official  employments,  though  the 
noble  earl  must  not  be  surprised  it  lie  pledged  him- 
self, that  if  he  w as  obliged  to  do  it,  there  was  no  one 
who  had  committed  adultery  wdio  had  been  officially 
employed,  who  might  not  expect  to  have  his  case 
brought  forward  by  him  (lord  Durham)  upon  that 
occasion.  The  noble  earl  concluded  by  saying,  that 
if  the  noble  lord  (Winchilsea)  was  at  any  time  dis- 
posed to  move  for  the  documents  winch  had  been 
referred  to,  he  would  be  ready  to  second  him. 

Tne  earl  of  Winchilsea  sai  l he  was  not  deterred — 
he  was  not  damned.  He  was  actuated  by  public 
mo’ives.  If  the  noble  earl  brought  lorward  any  case 
of  the  description  he  had  spoken  oi,  he  (lord  Will- 
chilsea)  would  support  him  in  it. 

Tne  motion  was  then  negatived  without  a divi 
sion 

London,  Feb.  25.  This  being  the  eve  of  the  set- 
tling day  for  the  account  in  the  English  market,  it 
has  been  chieliy  occupied  by  the  brokers  and  jobbers 
with  the  arrangements  of  their  differences.  It  ap 
pear-  to  have  proved  a '‘bear”  account,  and  is  rat  he  i 
heavier  than  for  some  time  past.  Tnis  circumstance 
has  created,  as  usual,  a litttle  more  business,  but  in 
the  quotations  there  has  not  been  any  particular  al- 
teration. 

A confident  rumor  has  reached  us,  that  lord  Pal- 
merston, not  being  able  to  withstand  the.  exposure 
made  by  Mr.  Urq  iliart,  in  regard  to  the  Portfolio 
correspondence,  lias  followed  the  example  of  lord 
Glenelg,  and  made  himself  scarce  in  Dow  ning  street. 

[ United  Service  Gaz. 

Public  attention  was  excited  to  an  insult  said  to 
have  been  olfei ed  to  the  British  liag  by  the  prince 
de  Joiuville,  who  was  the  otlicer  commanding  ihe 
corvette,  on  board  of  which  the  Mexican  pilot,  dragg- 
ed by  force  from  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
flag,  was  comp  lied  to  go,  in  order  to  steer  that  ves- 
sel, to  the  minder  of  his  own  countrymen.  The 
Loudon  Morning  Herald  designates  it  as  an  acl  of 
tlie  most  insolent  premeditation.  It  was,  however, 
a mi-lake  on  the  part  of  tile  prince  de  Joinville,  and 
tiie  rear  admiral  had  made  a communication  on  that 
su.  j ct  to  the  French  government. 

Motions  were  made  in  both  houses  of  parliament 
on  the  18th  and  19th  instant,  “that  evidence  be  heard 
at  their  bars  in  support  of  a total  abolition  of  the 
laws  relating  to  corn,”  negatived  in  the  house  of 
lords  without  a division,  and  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons by  a majority  of  198  in  a bouse  of  533  mem- 
bers present. 

London,  Feb.  27.  Explosion  of  fire-damp.  Twen- 
ty-three lives  lost.  An  explosion  of  fire-damp  took 
place  on  Monday  week,  a coal  pit  near  Wnitehea- 
ven,  whereby  twenty-three  persons  lost  their  lives. 

The  accounts  from  Prague  confirm  the  statement 
that  Austrian  corps  of  30.01)0  men  is  preparing  to 
match,  if  necessary,  to  the  Rhine. 

The  ‘-Courier  Beige”  publishes  a plan  which,  it 
says,  tias  been  determined  on  by  the  conference  for  the 
partition  of  the  country,  in  case  that  the  government 
and  chambers  should  refuse  the  treaty  of  the  24  ar- 
ticles. Antwerp  is  to  be  given  to  England,  a part 
of  Flanders  to  Holland,  Hainault  to  France,  and 
Liege  to  Austria.  We  need  not  say  that  the  plan  of 
partition  is  most  ridiculous,  and  that  the  Courier 
B-lge  has  been  imposed  on. 

The  Belgic  question  was  in  Paris  deemed  settled. 
The  accounts  Irom  Brussels  received  in  the  course 
of  Saturday  were  held  to  justify  the  expectation. 

Great  activity  prevails  in  Ihe  naval  ports  of  France 
for  fitting  out  an  expedition  of  troops  against  Mexi- 
co. 

The  French  consul  at  Bercelona  has  transmitted 
to  the  chamber  of  commerce  at  Marseilles  a copy  of 


an  order  issued  by  the  Spanish  government,  placing 
Ihe  port  of  Melilla,  on  the  African  coast,  under  a 
strict  state  ot  blockade,  until  it  again  submits  to  the 
authority  of  the  queen. 

Tiie  Gazette  de  Commerce  of  St.  Petersburg  pub- 
lishes a comparative  table  of  the  merchandise  export- 
ed from  St.  Petersburg,  on  which  duty  was  paid, 
during  the  last  four  years.  The  total  value  is  as 
follows:  In  1835,  107,030.066  rubles;  in  1836, 
129,601.862;  in  1837,  136,510,941;  and  in  1838, 
137.525,138  rubles. 

The  paragraph  stating  that  there  had  been  a fall 
of  a considerable  part  of  the  Shakspeare  cliff  near 
Dover,  and  that  a skeleton  had  been  found  there,  is 
officially  contradicted. 

From  ihe  east.  Mr.  McNeill,  the  ambassador  to 
Persia,  finally  left  Teheran  on  the  3d  of  January, 
giving  orders  to  the  British  officers  in  the  Persian 
service  to  proceed  to  Bagdad,  and  there  wait  farther 
instructions  The  Persian  court  had  shown  no 
symptoms  of  a desire  for  reconciliation  with  Eng- 
land. 


TWO  DAYS  I.ATER  FROM  ENGLAND 

By  the  packet  ship  Sheffield,  captain  Allen,  from 


tion,  we  cannot  find  in  them  a single  paragraph  that 
would  interest  our  readers.” 

The  Chartists.  On  Monday  evening  the  Radical’s 
chapel,  at  Middleton,  was  crowded  to  excess,  when 
John  Plant,  a schoolmaster,  from  Heywood,  gave  a 
lecture  on  the  propriety  of  having  fire  arms;  in  the 
course  of  which  be  said,  that  all  those  who  intended 
to  break  their  shuttles  and  cut  up  their  looms,  if  the 
national  petition  was  rejected,  must  hold  up  their 
hands,  and  this  was  done  by  about  three  fourths  of 
the  parties  present.  The  lecturer  added,  that  he 
should  only  wait  till  the  2d  of  March.  Since  meet- 
ing, many  are  expected  to  give  up  woiking  after  Ihe 
2d  of  March.  The  firing  at  night  still  continues. 

[ Manchester  Guardian. 

Lord  Ebrington  lias  been  laised  to  the  peerage  and 
appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Two  or  three  persons  suspected  of  being  concern- 
ed in  the  murder  of  lord  Norbury  had  been  taken 
into  custody. 

The  conduct  of  the  prince  de  Joinville  in  taking 
the  Mexican  pilot  from  an  English  vessel,  is  again 
severely  commented  upon  by  the  opposition  jour- 
nals. 

1 The  agitation  in  regard  to  the  corn  laws  had  some- 
what subsided  since  both  houses  of  parliament  had 
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1st,  and  Liverpool  of  the  2d  instant.  The  news  is 
of  importance.  The  eotlon  market  had  recovered 
all  the  depression  previously  felt  The  trade  ol 
Manchester  had  recovered.  Tile  export  of  gold  to 
the  continent  ceased,  and  English  funds  advanced. 

Mr.  Stevenson  had  long  interviews  with  lord 
Palmerston  and  lord  John  Russell  on  the  28th  of 
February. 

Lord  Glenelg  has  expressed  to  lord  Durham  the 
queen’s  satislaction,  and  that  of  her  government, 
with  his  repoiton  tiie  affairs  of  Canada. 

The  proceedings  of  parliament  are  not  of  any  in- 
terest. Lord  John  Russell  has  been  defeated  in  the 
attempt  to  shut  the  Westminister  theatres  during 
lent.  Mr.  Sergeant  Talfourd's  copy-right  law,  alter 
a brilliant  speech  fioin  that  gentleman,  was  passed 
lo  a second  reading  bv  a majority  of  36. 

In  the  house  ol  lords  on  tiie  18th  February,  some 
two  or  three  hundred  petitions  Irom  land  owners 
were  presented,  against  the  abolition  of  the  corn 
laws,  and  almost  as  many  in  favor.  Lord  Brougham 
opened  the  debate  on  the  subject  with  a long  and 
vigorous  speech,  concluding  with  a motion  that  the 
petitions  be  lelerred  to  a committee  of  the  whole, 
with  a view  to  the  production  of  evidence,  which 
was  rejected,  w ithout  division.  That  of  Mr.Villers 
also,  in  the  commons,  was  lost  by  a vote  of  361  to 
172.  Lord  Brougham’s  speech  on  the  subject  was 
one  of  his  most  lemarkable  displays  or  oratorical 
power. 

On  the  same  day  the  earl  of  Winchilsea  inquired 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  lord  Melbourne  to 
lay  on  the  table  any  papers  relating  to  the  appoint 
ment  of  Mr.  Turton.  Lord  Durham  said  that  lord 
Melbourne  had  no  part  in  making  the  appointment 
eterred  to.  It  w as  one  that  did  not  require  the  con- 
firmation of  any  minister — tie  had  made  it  on  Ins 
ow  n responsibility;  and  he  was  ready  to  defend  it. 
The  person  referred  to  had  rendered  him  essential 
service,  and  if  again  placed  in  a sunilai  situation,  he 
would  again  avail  himself  of  the  talents  of  that  per 
son.  Lord  Brougham  took  part  in  the  debate.  We 
give  a specimen  in  his  caustic  treatment  of  an  inter- 
ruption. 

Lord  Wicklow — “Hear  hear!” 

Lord  Brougham— “Yes,  you  cry  hear,  hear!  but 
you  don’t  understand.  (Loud  laughter).  Now,  I 
wish  you  to  understand  as  well  as  hear,  and  to  com 
prehend  as  well  as  understand,  and  to  digest  as  well 
as  comprehend — to  exercise  your  excellent  under- 
standing as  well  as  your  good  ears,  and  then  when 
you  have  done  that  to  decide  justly.” 

Lord  J.  Russell  hoped  to  introduce  the  bill  for 
establishing  the  government  of  the  Canadas  before 
Easter. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  askpd  if  the  government  content 
(dated  actu  d legislation  on  the  subject  of  Canadian 
affairs.  Lord  John  Russell  said  thy  did. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  Mr.  Harvey  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would  move  an  address  to  the  crown  re- 
lative to  lord  Durham’s  Canadian  appointments.  He 
said  it  might,  perhaps,  be  convenient  for  him  to  state, 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  found  on  this,  the  return 
to  that  address,  a motion  that  might  affect  the  seats 
of  certain  honorable  members. 

In  the  house  of  lords,  lord  Sandon  postponed  for 
a fortnight  his  motion  on  the  blockade  of  Mexico. 

The  inquiries  into  the  circumstances  attending 
Ihe  assassination  of  lord  Norbury  excited  much  in- 
terest. Great  anxiety  was  felt  on  the  subject  of  the 
impression  of  a well-formed  boot  seen  near  the  scene 
of  murder. 

The  Times  slates  that  “the  attention  of  the  Paris 
press  being  still  monopolized  by  the  electoral  ques- 


Large  meetings,  notwithstanding,  had  been  held  in 
several  parts  oi  the  kingdom. 

Much  gloom  is  said  to  rest  upon  commercial  affairs 
in  Paris.  Nine  new  failures  were  declared  on  the 
26th.  The  returns  of  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  tiie  saving  bank  on  the  24th  and  25th  show- 
ed the  increase  of  alarm  or  of  distress.  The  pay- 
ments on  those  days  exceeded  the  lodgments  by  a 
sum  of  more  than  200,000f;  the  former  having 
amounted  to  700.000f,  while  the  latter  had  been  only 
492,000f.  The  Debats  and  the  Constitutionnel  pub- 
lish stirring  appeals  to  the  electors,  and  the  Quoti- 
dienne  vehemently  protests  against  the  conduct  of 
'he  government,  for  the-  corruption  which  it  alleges 
is  resorted  to  by  the  Mole  cabinet  to  procure  the 
return  ol  the  ministerial  candiilates. 

Bank  of  England.  The  following  notice  was 
posted  at  ttie  bank  of  England  on  Thursday  last: 
“The  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  England 
give  notice  that  on  and  after  the  28th  inslant  they 
will  receive  applications-fcr  loans  upon  the  deposite 
of  bills  of  exchange  not  having  more  than  six  months 
to  run,  or  exchequer  bills,  India  bonds,  and  other 
approved  securities;  such  loans  to  be  repaid  on  or 
hefo-e  the  23d  of  April  next.  Interest  at  the  rate  of 
3 12  per  cent,  for  sums  not  less  than  £2,000. 

London,  March  1,  12  o'clock.  Some  sensation 
was  created  yesterday  by  the  failure  of  Messrs. 
Ashley  & Son,  of  Regent  street,  bankers  and  army- 
agents;  but  we  are  happy  to  learn  that  their  affairs 
are  in  a small  compass;  their  debts,  it  is  said,  will 
not  exceed  £30.000.  The  stock  market  is  firm. 
Consols  are  93  to  93  1-2  for  money,  and  93  1-2  to 
93  3-4  for  account.  New  3 1-2  per  cents,  100  1-2 
to  100  3-4.  Exchequer  bills  65  to  6 premium. 

Two  o'clock  The  notice  of  loans  at  the  bank  ap- 
pears to  have  hail  a favorable  effect  on  the  stock 
market.  Consols  are,  now  93  to  93  1-2  for  money, 
and  93  1-8  to  1 2 for  account.  Exchequer  bills  have 
reached  68  premium.  The  discord  which  reigns  in 
the  camp  of  Don  Curios  has  given  confidence  to  the 
holders  of  Spanish  bonds,  and  those  securities  have 
risen  to  19  1 4.  Dutch  bonds  remain  at  yesterday’s 
prices  No  material  variation  in  shares. 

Wrecked  goods.  For  the  last  two  or  three  weeks 
considerable  quantities  of  soft  goods  and  hardware, 
of  various  descriptions,  have  been  brought  from  the 
wrecks  ot  the  Pennsylvania,  the  Lockwood,  and  the 
Victoria,  and  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  disposed 
of  by  public  auction.  The  drapers  and  hardware 
dealers,  who  have  been  the  principal  purchasers, 
have  exhibited  their  respective  lots  in  their  windows 
with  (for  the  worst  part)  the  trifling  reduced  prices 
affixed  to  each  article;  and  by  the  additional  aid  of 
larn-e  bills,  announcing  “further  arrivals  Irom  the 
wrecks.”  “More  large  lots  of  goods.”  “Just  arrived, 
extensive  lots  of  linens,  lawns  diapers,  cambric  ban  I- 
kerchiefs,  table  cloths,  covers,  &.C..  from  the  wreck 
of  the  Pennsylvania,”  and  so  forth, — the  parties,  if 
we  may  judge  from  the  crowds  that  beset  t heir  pre- 
mises, have,  since  the  fatal  catastrophe  that  threw 
these  articles  in  their  way,  been  driving  a most  suc- 
cessful business,  thus  verifying  the  old  saying,  that 
“it  is  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody  good.”  Certain 
it  is  the  retail  sales  have  been  extensive,  whether 
from  the  cheapness,  or  supposed  cheapness  of  the 
damaged  goods,  or  from,  in  some  instances,  (who 
knows)!  an  idea  amongst  intended  voyagers,  or  emi- 
grants, that  in  a shirt  or  garm-nt,  fashioned  out  of 
materials  that  had  once  been  “wrecked,”  they  would 
possess  a charmed  habiliment  that  would  serve  them 
against  all  similar  disasters,  we  shall  not  say  . In 
one  hardware  shop  in  Dale  street,  we  find  “250  pair 
of  wrecked  fire  irons  advertised,  besides  fenders,  tea 
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trays,  and  finally  fish  hooks,  in  bundles  of  500,  for 
the  smad  sum  of  one  penny! — for  the  articles  com- 
prise literally  from  a best  bower  anchor  to  a cambric 
needle.”  And  to  crown  the  whole  a quantity  ol 
“fire  shovels,  just  made  out  of  wrecked  iron.”  Tin 
force  of  wrecking  could  no  further  go.  What  recom- 
mendation this  will  be  to  the  shovels  wre  are  at  some 
loss  to  conceive;  but  if  we  mistake  not,  the  mania 
that  has  spread  abroad  to  purchase  the  articles  re- 
ceived from  the  ill  fated  vessels,  superinduces  a 
shrewd  suspicion  that  this  is  not  the  only  “manufac- 
tory of  wrecked  goods”  in  the  town.  Who  knows 
how  many  pieces  of  goods  that  have  been  “shop- 
keepers” formally  years  for  lack  of  purchasers,  have 
been  brought  down  from  their  dusty  shelves,  and  be- 
ing moistened  amt  outwardly  smeared  with  sand  and 
mud,  nave  been  displayed  amongst  the  “last  lots  from 
the  Pennsylvania,”  before  the  eyes  of  sympathising 
customers  as  having  veritably  been  “wrecked?” 

[Liverpool  paper. 

FRANCE. 

London , Feb.  28.  I he  Paris  papers  of  Tuesday 
have  arrived,  but  bring  no  news  of  importance. 
Ministers  were  supposed  to  have  suggested  much 
alarm  to  the  electors  on  the  warlike  propensities 
they  attributed  to  the  coalilion.  It  was  consequent- 
ly expected  that  the  struggle  in  the  ensu  ng  elec- 
tions would  be  more  close  than  had  been  antici- 
pated. 

Much  gloom  is  said  to  rest  upon  commercial  af- 
fairs in  Paris.  Nine  new  failures  were  declared  ori 
Monday.  The  return  of  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  Sav.ng  bank  on  Sunday  and  Monday 
showed  the  increase  of  alarm  or  distiess.  The  pay- 
ment of  those  days  exceeded  the  lodgments  by  a sum 
of  more  than  200,0001'.;  the  former  have  amounted 
to  700,00l)f.  while  the  latter  had  been  only  100,000f. 

The  Hollando  Belgic  question  had  lost  all  its  in- 
terest in  Paris.  It  was  scarcely  mentioned  on  the 
Bourse.  Nothing  new  had  reached  from  Brussels. 

The  late  frightful  executions  at  Estella,  by  order 
of  gen.  Maroto,  appear  to  have  shocked  even  the 
best  friends  of  Don  Carlos. 

Nine  new  failures  were  declared  in  Paris  on  the 
271). 

Little  or  no  business  was  done  on  the  Paris 
Bourse. 

A supply  of  corn  having  arrived  from  Turkey’,  a 
fall  in  the  piice  of  bread  had  taken  place. 

We  cut  the  following  from  the  Paris  correspon- 
dent of  the  New  York  American,  writing  under  date 
of  February  14. 

The  National  anticipates  war  between  France 
and  the  United  States,  iiom  the  Mexican  privateer- 
ing scheme.  It  argues  that  a country  so  poweiful 
as  France  “cannot  allow  her  commerce  to  become 
the  prey  of  New  York,  Charleston  and  New  Orleans 
speculators” — that  she  will  be  obliged  to  hang  as 
pirates  the  pretended  Mexican  privateersmen,  sail- 
ing from  the  ports  of  the  United  States — that  “the 
American  people  en  masse,  jealous  as  they  are  ol 
the  kind  of  naval  and  political  supremacy  which  they 
arrogate  to  themselves  in  the  new  hemisphere,  will 
raise  an  outcry  for  reprisals;  which,  and  the  increas- 
ing irritation  about  the  blockades  of  Mexico  and 
Buenos  Ayres,  the  cabinet  at  Washington  cannot 
long  resist,  and  thus  war  must  ensue.” 

The  intelligence  received  to-day  from  Belgium  is 
more  and  more  pacific;  the  chambers  have  been 
convoked  at  Brussels  for  the  19th  inst.  and  it  is  ge 
nerally  expected  that  the  executive  government  will 
announce  to  them  its  accession  to  the  decision  of  the 
London  conference.  The  terms  of  the  king  of  Hol- 
land’s resignation  to  the  same  fiat,  might  serve  as  a 
good  formula,  to  Leopold.  The  acquiescence  of  the 
Belgian  senate  is  understood  to  be  certain;  but  opi- 
nion is  divided  concerning  the  vote  of  the  house  of 
representatives.  Tnis  body  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  three,  of  whom  nearly  one  hundred  will  be  pre- 
sent. The  radicals  of  Brussels  and  Paris  claim  sixty 
of  them,  for  the  desperate  project  ol  resistance  at  all 
hazards;  while  the  Belgian  ministry  count  upon  the 
same  number  for  the  opposite  policy.  According  to 
all  the  accounts,  the  crisis  become  every  day  more 
and  more  distressing  and  ruinous  for  the  industriel 
classes,  and  sensibly  increased  the  disposition  to- 
wards submission,  w'hich  some  of  the  Belgic  journals 
proclaim  to  be  general.  It  is  not  known,  exactly, 
what  the  five  alhed  powers  will  do,  in  the  very  im- 
probable event  of  a legislative  refusal,  or  a popular 
commotion. 


SWARTWOUT  DEFALCATIONS. 

Report  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  chosen 
bv  ballot,  by  the  house  of  representatives,  January 
17  and  19.  1839.  on  the  subject  of  the  defalcations 
of  Samuel  Swar  wout  and  others,  and  the  correct- 
ness ol  the  returns  of  collectors  and  receivers 
of  the  public  money;  also,  the  report  of  tile  mi- 
nority of  the  committee. 


RESOLUTIONS  CREATING  THE  COMMITTEE — 2oTH 
CONGRESS,  3d  SESSION. 

Congress  of  the  United  Stales, 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  January  17,  1839. 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  of  the  8th  of  December, 
1838,  relating  to  the  defalcation  of  the  late  collec- 
tor of  the  port  of  New  York,  except  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  the  modification  of  the  revenue  laws,  be  re- 
ferred to  a select  committee  of  nine  members,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  house,  by  ballot,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  causes  and  extent  ol  the 
late  defalcations  of  the  custom  house,  at  New  York 
and  other  places,  the  length  of  time  they  have  ex- 
isted, the  correctness  of  the  returns  which  have  been 
made  by  the  collectors,  and  naval  and  other  officers, 
and  the  deposite  banks,  respectively;  and  all  such 
facts  connected  with  said  defalcations  as  may  be 
deemed  material  to  develop  their  true  character. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  said  committee 
be  required  to  inquire  into,  and  make  report  ol,  any 
defalcations  among  the  collectors,  receivers  and 
disbursers  of  the  public  money,  which  may  now 
exist;  who  are  the  defaulters;  the  amount  ot  de- 
falcations; the  length  of  time  they  have  existed, 
an  l the  causes  which  led  to  them;  andthat  said  com- 
mittee have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers. 

The  house  proceeded  to  appoint  said  committee 
by  ballot;  and  Messrs.  Harlan,  of  Kentucky,  Cur- 
tis, of  New  York,  Wise,  of  Virginia,  Dawson,  of 
Georgia,  Smith,  of  Maine,  Hopkins,  of  Virginia, 
Owens,  of  Georgia,  Foster,  of  New  York,  Wagener, 
of  Pennsylvania,  were  elected. 

ADDITIONAL  RESOLUTION  CONCERNING  THE 
COMMITTEE 25TH  CONGRESS.  3d  SESSION. 

Congress  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  January  19,  1839. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wise, 

Resolved  That  the  select  committee  of  nine,  elect- 
ed by  the  house  to  investigate  the  late  defalcations  of 
public  officers,  have  power  to  elect  a clerk;  to  em- 
ploy a printer,  to  print  for  its  own  use  its  journal 
and  other  papers  required  to  be  copied  for  its  mem- 
bers; that  the  committee  have  leave  to  proceed  to 
New  York  or  other  places  for  the  purpose  of  prose- 
cuting its  inquiries;  anil  that  the  members  thereof 
be  excused  from  attendance  upon  the  house  until 
it  shall  have  made  its  report. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MAJORITY. 

Prefatory  remarks. 

The  select  committee  chosen  by  the  house  of  re 
presentatives  on  the  17th  and  19ih  ultimo  to  inves- 
tigate the  defalcations  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late 
collector  of  customs  at  the  port  of  New  York,  and 
of  other  officers,  have  devoted  to  the  faithful  dis 
charge  of  the  duties  assigned  them  the  limited  time 
allowed  for  the  purpose  by  the  shortness  of  the  pre- 
sent session  of  congress. 

It  was  most  obvious,  however,  that  the  whole 
field  of  inquiry  presented  by  Ihe  resolution  appoint- 
ing the  committee  could  not  be  properly  traversed 
to  report  thereon,  either  satisfactorily  to  the  coun- 
try or  to  the  committee,  during  the  short  remain- 
der of  the  present  congress.  This  impressed  upon 
the  committee,  at  once,  a resolution,  which  has  been 
rigidly  adhered  to,  of  limiting  the  investigation  to 
such  branches  of  the  subjects  referred  to  them  as 
had  most  deeply  excited  public  anxiety  and  alarm, 
and  to  undertake  only  so  much  of  these  as  might  be 
thoroughly  exhausted  within  the  allotted  period  of 
the  committee’s  researches.  But,  the  important  re- 
searches which  have  been  attained,  notwithstand- 
ing the  disadvantages  adverted  to,  cannot  fail  to  in- 
spire the  country  with  a confident  hope  that  the 
high  obligation  which  w ill  rest  upon  the  successors 
of  the  present  congress  in  the  legislative  councils  of 
the  nation  1o  resume  and  complete  the  great  work 
of  investigation  and  reform  of  the  alarming  condi- 
tion and  abuses  of  the  executive  departments  ol  the 
government,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and 
from  the  nearest  to  the  remotest  functionaries,  will 
secure  the  prompt  and  efficient  attention  which  its 
magnitude  demands. 

Guided  solely  by  the  character  of  the  develop- 
ments which  the  investigation  imposed  upon  them 
by  the  house  has  elicited,  the  committee  cannot  re- 
sist the  conviction,  that  at  no  period  in  the  history 
of  the  federal  government  has  there  been  deeper  or 
better  founded  cause  than  exists  at  the  present  mo- 
ment for  every  patriot  heart  to  desire  a prompt  con- 
summation of  that  signal  ‘ Haste  of  reform”  which 
public  sentiment,  many  years  since,  inscribed  on  the 
list  of  executive  duties  in  characters  loo  legible  to  be 
overlooked,  requiring,  “particularly,  the  correction 
of  those  abuses  that  have  brought  the  patronage  of 
the  federal  government  into  conflict  with  the  iree- 
dom  of  elections,  and  the  counteraction  of  those 


causes  which  have  disturbed  the  rightful  course  of  ap- 
pointment, and  have  placed  our  continued  power  in 

UNFAITHFUL  Or  INCOMPETENT  HANDS.”* 

The  first  procedure  of  the  committee,  after  or- 
ganizing itself  for  business,  was,  to  visit  the  city  of 
New  York,  to  inspect  there,  in  person,  the  original 
records  and  papers  of  the  custom  house, in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  examination  of  such  witnesses  as 
might  be  supposed  capable  of  shedding  light  upon 
the  inquiry  involved  by  the  defalcations  of  Mr. 
Swartwout.  Thenceforward,  this  branch  of  the  in- 
vestigation was  conducted  pursuant  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  house,  viz:  to  ascertain  “the  causes  and 
extent”  of  those  defalcations;  “the  length  of  time 
they  have  existed;”  “the  correctness  of  the  returns 
which  have  been  made  by”  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  by 
the  naval  officer  at  New  York,  and  by  other  officers 
connected  with  the  adjustment  of  his  accounts. 

Concurrently  with  the  investigation  of  Mr. 
Swartwont’s  defalcations,  those  of  William  M. 
Price,  late  district  attorney  in  New  York,  were 
likewise  kept  in  view;  and  the  fullest  practicable 
extent  of  information  respecting  them  has  been  ob- 
tained, and  will  be  adverted  to  in  the  sequel  of  this 
report. 

“The  correctness  of  the  returns  w hich  have  been 
made”  by  the  present  collector  of  customs  and  the 
naval  officer,  respectively,  at  the  port  of  New  Yoik, 
was  also  sought  to  be  examined  by  the  committee 
while  in  that  city.  Considering  that  “the  customs 
collected  at  New  York  equal  nearly  two-thirds  of 
the  wdiole  amount  in  all  the  United  States,”  as 
stated  in  the  special  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  on  Mr.  Swartwout’s  defalcations'  (house 
doc.  13,  pane  6,  of  the  present  session),  the  com- 
mittee did  not  suppose  that  they  should  faithfully 
discharge  their  duty  to  the  house,  or  pay  a proper 
deference  to  that  patriotic  distrust  which  pervades 
the  country  at  the  present  time,  in  regard  to  the 
affairs  of  the  custom  house  at  New  York,  were  they 
to  limit  their  inquiries  to  the  returns  of  the  late 
collector  and  naval  officer,  and  neglect  entirely 
those  of  their  successors,  w'hich  must,  at  all  times, 
be  to  the  country  of  equal  interest  with  the  former, 
and,  at  the  present  time,  of  even  more  immediate 
importance  to  the  security  of  the  national  treasury. 
But.  in  the  execution  of  so  much  of  this  part  of  their 
inquiries  as  related  to  the  present  collector  at  New 
York,  they  were  compelled  to  encounter  most  un- 
expected ob.-tacles,  interposed  by  the  collector  him- 
self, and  setting  at  defiance  the  authority  delegated 
to  the  committee  by  the  house.  The  facts  connect- 
ed with  the  baffled  endeavors  of  the  committee  to 
obtain  information  for  the  house  and  country  from 
this  officer  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, who  is  in  immediate  charge  of  and  control 
over  public  moneys  that  “ equal  nearly  two  thirds  of 
the  whole  amount ” collected  from  customs  “in  all 
the  United  States,”  will  be  more  specially  detailed 
in  a subsequent  portion  of  this  report. 

The  committee  will  remark  here,  that  in  the  out- 
set of  the  investigation  they  have  made,  they  sup- 
posed it  both  proper  and  safe  to  place  themselves 
somewhat  confidingly  under  the  Guidance  of  the 
several  special  reports  which  had  been  made  to 
the  house  upon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  de- 
falcations, by  the  treasury  officers,  previous  to  the 
appointment  of  the  committee — combining,  in  this 
view,  reports  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
the  first  comptroller,  the  solicitor,  and  first  auditor 
of  the  treasury,  as  exhibited  in  house  document  13. 
It,  however,  very  soon  became  evident  that  those 
reports  were  not  to  be  implicitly  relied  on  as  auxi- 
liaries in  finding  out  either  the  law  or  the  facts  of 
the  case;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  furnished 
but  an  oblique  view  of  both  the  causes  andduration 
of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  defalcations,  as  also  of  the  law 
and  many  material  facts  which  develop  the  true 
characterof  those  defalcations.  Of  necessity,  there- 
fore, these  reports,  although  emanating  from  the 
highest  orders  of  official  functionaiies  employed  in 
the  collection  and  disbursement  of  Ihe  public  reve- 
nues, became  the  subjects  of  as  cautious  and  criti- 
cal examination  as  any  other  portions  of  evidence 
which  the  case  presented;  and,  as  such,  it  will  be 
obligatory  upon  the  committee  to  treat  them  in  this 
report. 

In  reviewing  the  details  of  their  labors,  so  that 
the  progress  and  results  of  them  may  be  presented 
in  the  simplest  form,  the  committee  propose  to  con- 
sider— 

Part  1.  The  defalcations  of  Mr.  Swartwout. 

Part  2.  The  defalcations  of  Mr.  Price. 

Part  3.  The  correctness  of  the  returns  which  have 
been  made  by  the  present  collector  and  naval  offi- 
cer at  the  port  of  New  York,  respectively. 

Part  4.  Defalcations  among  receivers  of  the  pub- 
lic money. 

*Inaugural  address  of  president  Jackson,  Marck  4, 
1829. 
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Part  5.  Facts  connected  with  the  foregoing  de- 
falcations, and  deemed  material  to  develop  their 
true  character. 

Each  of  the  devisions  thus  proposed  will  proper- 
ly involve  the  law  appertaining  to  it,  as  the  appio- 
priate  adjunct  ol  its  tacts.  And  as  the  language 
of  the  law  itself  will  in  each  instance  be  cited  in 
detail,  that  its  authority  and  injunction  may  be 
correctly  understood  by  every  one,  so  the  language 
of  the  individual  testimony  relied  on  in  each  in- 
stance will  be  adduced,  ami  that  its  import  and  force 
may  be  lelt  neither  to  uncertain  construction  nor 
doubtful  inlerence.  The  increased  fidelity  ol  their 
report,  in  the  estimation  of  the  committee,  will  be, 
by  this  mode,  an  ample  offset  to  its  consequent  en- 
largement. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  general  topics  of  this 
report,  as  already  laid  down,  it  may  be  propei  here 
to  express  the  deep  sense  ot  disappointment  and 
regret  of  the  committee,  in  not  being  able  to  coin 
muriicate  to  the  house  one  document  i hat  was  call- 
ed for  at  ail  early  day,  regarded  as  having  an  im- 
portant and  interesting  influence  upon  the  judg- 
ment which  the  house  might  form  on  the  subject  ol 
defalcations  among  public  officers,  and  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  their  multiplication.  It  will  be 
perceived  from  the  following  letter,  that  the  com- 
mittee availed  itself  of  the  earliest  period  alter  their 
organization,  to  make  a call  upon  the  president  to 
furnish  a list  of  the  defalcations  that  have  taken 
place  among  collectors,  receivers  and  disbursers  of 
public  money,  and  other  public  officeis,  since  the 
4th  of  March,  iS29,  showing  the  amount  of  each, 
&c. 

More  than  four  weeks  have  now  elapsed  since 
thit  call  was  made  upon  the  president,  and  the  only 
information  which  the  committ  e have  obtained  to 
report  upon  to  the  housg  is  embraced  in  the  follow- 
ing letter,  the  distinguishing  feature  of  which  infor- 
mation is,  that  still  more  time  than  even  the  whole 
remainder  of  tile  session  will  be  requisite  to  ansvv  er 
the  call.  From  this  the  committee  are  compelled, 
reluctantly,  to  inter,  either — 

1st.  That  the  accounts  and  records  of  the  several 
departments,  in  general,  are  so  incomplete  anil  de- 
fective as  not  to  exhibit,  without  great  labor  and 
delay,  the  true  relations  of  collectors,  receivers  and 
disbursers  of  the  public  money,  and  of  other  offi- 
cers, to  the  government,  so  as  to  distinguish  debtors 
from  defaulters,  and  creditors  from  both;  or, 

2dly.  That  the  number  of  the  defaulters  have 
multiplied  so  rapidly  since  1S29,  under  the  system 
of  accountability  pursued  towards  collectors,  re- 
ceivers.and  disbursers  of  the  public  money,  and 
other-oflicers,  as  to  preclude  the  practicability  of 
securing  an  account  current  of  their  defalcations 
upon  the  records  of  the  departments,  with  all  the 
clerical  force  at  the  command  of  those  departments 
under  existing  laws  and  appropriations. 

If  either  inference  be  just,  (and  none  other  of 
equal  weight  seems  to  be  fairly  deductible  from  the 
letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury),  it  manifests 
a general  laxity  of  administration,  which  demands 
the  earliest  application  of  suitable  remedies  within 
the  reach  of  congress  and  ol  the  country. 

For  papers  Nos.  1 and  2,  referred  to  in  the  sub- 
joined letter,  reference  is  respectfully  made  to  the 
journal  of  the  committee. 

Treasury  department,  February  18,  1839. 
Sir:  The  president,  on  the  23d  u It i mo,  referred 
to  this  department  the  following  resolution  passed 
by  the  investigating  committee: 

“Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  this  committee  to  be  furnish- 
ed by  the  proper  executive  department  with  a table 
showing  the  defalcations  which  have  occurred 
among  the  collectors,  receivers  and  disbursers  ol 
public  money,  and  other  public  officers,  since  the 
4th  day  of  March,  1829;  the  names  of  the  defaulters; 
the  amount  of  each  defalcation;  when  each  case 
occurred;  the  length  of  time  each  case  has  existed; 
what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  proper  depart- 
ments or  officers  to  prosecute  the  defaulters  and  to 
secure  the  United  States,  in  each  case;  and  what 
defaulters  are  retained  in  the  same  offices  in  which 
they  became  defaulters,  or  have  been  appointed  to 
other  offices.” 

He  accompanied  it  by  a request  that  all  the  in- 
formation desired  should  be  procured  early  as  prac- 
ticable, and  submilted  by  me  to  the  committee. 
Accordingly,  on  the  same  day,  I enclosed  copies  of 
it  to  Ihe  other  departments,  and  also  to  the  proper 
bureaus  in  the  treasury  department,  and  desired 
that  repli  s,  might  be  furnished,  so  far  as  in  their 
power,  and  soon  as  in  their  power,  to  the  several 
inquiries  cal'.  [ further  requested  the  bureaus 
connected  with  this  department  to  employ  any  ex- 
tra assistance  that  could  be  advantageously  applied 
in  hastening  their  answers. 

I would  now  inform  the  committee  that  great 
progress  has  been  made  in  respect  to  those  parts  ol 


the  answers  connected  with  the  register’s  office, 
and  all  which  could  be  made,  consistent  with  the 
difficulty  and  extent  of  the  labor,  in  the  third  audi- 
toi’s  office.  But  it  is  feared  that,  on  account  of  this 
labor,  and  the  great  mass  of  previous  calls  by  com- 
mittees and  by  the  two  houses  of  congress,  which  are 
also  to  be  answered,  besides  transacting  the  current, 
business  in  the  different  bureaus,  the  whole  detail 
and  tlie  tabular  statement  required  cannot  be  com- 
pleted during  the  session.  Every  effort,  however, 
which,  under  all  the  circumstances,  can  be  made, 
is  believed  to  he  exerted  to  meet  the  call  at  the 
earliest  day  practicable. 

In  respect  to  the  last  branch  of  the  resolution, 
asking  “what  delaulteis  are  retained  in  the  same 
offices  in  which  they  became  defaulters,  or  have 
been  appointed  to  other  offices,”  I am  able  at  pre- 
sent to  present  the  report  of  the  register,  from  his 
office,  which  exhibits  such  names  as  are  on  his 
books  connected  with  the  state  and  treasury  de- 
partments. It  is  annexed,  and  contains  no  name 
as  to  this,  and  but  one  as  to  the  state  department. 
Tiial  one  is  commodore  D.  Porter;  and  by  the 
correspondence  annexed,  it  will  he  seen  that  he 
does  not  consider  himself  a defaulter,  though  he 
stands  charged  on  the  register’s  books  for  a con- 
siderable sum  on  account  of  prize  money,  as  ex- 
plained in  the  papers  (Nos.  1 and  2). 

Respectfully,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Hon.  James  Harlan , chair,  of  incest,  committee. 

Referring  to  the  order  heretofore  proposed  the 
committee  wlill  now  proceed  to  consider — 

PART  i. 

THE  DEFALCATIONS  OF  MR.  SWARTWOUT. 

This  branch  of  the  report  divides  itself  with  re- 
ference to — 1st.  Their  extent.  2d.  Their  duration. 
3d.  Their  causes, 

1.  THE  EXTENT  OF  MR.  SWARTWOUT’S  DEFAL- 
CATIONS. 

There  seems  to  be  no  cause  to  doubt  the  correct- 
ness of  the  reports  of  the  treasury  officers,  as  to 
the  extent  of  iV.lr.  Swartwout’s  defalcations,  viz: 
(.^51,225,705  G9),  one  million  two  hundred  and 
twenty  Jive  thousand  seven  hundred  and  five  dollars 
and  sixty-nine  cents.  At  any  rate,  though  the 
aggregate  may  be  varied  by  further  adjustments, 
tins  is  no  more  nor  less  than  the  indebtedness 
which  his  own  books  of  accounts  exhibit  against 
him;  and,  what  is  of  no  less  importance  than  it 
may  he  a matter  of  sui prise  to  the  house  and 
country  to  understand,  this  indebtedness  of  Mr. 
Swartwout  to  the  government,  now  constituting 
the  measure  of  his  defalcations,  great  and  alarming 
as  it  is,  is  no  more  nor  less  than  lias  been  shown 
and  permitted  openly  to  grow  upon  the  face  of  his 
official  quarterly  returns,  made  with  periodical  re- 
gularity to,  and  for  the  investigation  of,  the  account- 
ing officers  of  the  treasury  department. 

On  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Swartwout  to  the  end  of 
the  last  quarter  proceeding  his  leaving  the  office  of 
collector,  viz:  up  to  December  31,  1837,  no  differ- 
ence whatever,  not  to  the  amount  of  a dollar,  has 
arisen  between  him  and  the  accounting  officers  of 
the  treasury.  I ti  regard  to  all  transactions  up  to 
that  period,  all  his -charges  against  the  government 
have  been  found  just  and  allowed;  and,  on  (he  other 
hand,  he  has  not  been  found  chargeable  with  any 
sum  whatever,  which  lie  had  omitted  to  charge 
against  himself. 

There  being,  moreover.no  dispute  or  omission  of 
items  in  his  subsequent  and  last  quarter’s  accounts, 
up  to  March  28,  1838,  it  follows  that  no  part  of  the 
large  defalcation  already  stated  is  derived  by  either 
travelling  out  of  his  own  books  of  official  accounts, 
or  going  behind  the  actual  balance  returned  by  him- 
self and  adjusted  by  the  treasury  department  up  to 
December,  1S37. 

To  these  points,  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Fleming, 
auditor  of  the  customs  under  bolli  th>  late  and  pre- 
sent collector  at  New  York,  is  explicit,  as  follows: 
Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  113.  What  is  the  aggregate  difference 
between  Mr.  Swartwout’s  accounts,  down  to  the 
end  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  1S37,  as  returned  by 
him  to  the  treasury  department,  and  the  amount 
which  has  subsequently  been  allowed  to  him  on 
those  accounts  by  tile-treasury  department? 

Answer.  I think  the  treasury  department  have 
allowed  all  the  charges  made  by  Mr.  Swartwout  to 
the  above  time,  and  that  no  difference  exists  in 
such  account  with  the  treasury  department. 

Question  114.  Has  the  treasury  department,  in 
adjusting  Mr.  Swartwout’s  accounts  to  the  end  of 
the  year  1837,  charged  said  Swartwout  with  any 
sum  which  he  had  omitted  in  his  own  accounts, 
rendered  up  to  snid  period? 

Answer.  They  have  not. 

Question  115  Is  or  is  not  the  balance  now 
claimed  to  be  due  by  the  treasury  depar.ment  from 
Swartwout,  according  to  house  document  13,  and 


amounting  to  $1,225,705  69,  derived  wholly  from 
the  balance  found  due  on  his  accounts,  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1837,  as  settled  by  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, and  from  Ihe  balance  of  his  succeeding  quar- 
ter of  official  operations  combined? 

Answer.  If  is.  (See  journal  of  the  committee). 
John  Underwood,  esq.,  examining  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  first  auditor  of  the  treasury,  and  the 
confidential  clerk  delegated  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  visit  New  York  and  inspect  the  custom 
house  books,  in,  conjunction  with  the  first  comp- 
troller and  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  in  November 
last,  thus  bears  testimony  to  the  same  facts:  /, 
Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  3.  Has  Mr.  Swartwout,  in  any  instance, 
omitted  to  debit  himself,  and  credit  the  United 
Slates  in  his  quarterly  accounts,  with  : / amount 

which  ought  to  have  been  thus  entered  / him,  in 
order  to  show  the  true  balance  due  from  -4r.  Swart- 
wout? 

Answer.  I do  not  know  that  lie  has. 

Question  4.  Upon  the  quarterly  accounts  ren- 
dered by  Mr.  Swartwout,  would  not  an  examina- 
tion of  them,  and  a striking  of  the  balance,  have 
shown  the  true  amount  due  from  Mr.  Swartwout 
ai  any  time? 

Answer.  It  would;  for,  although  the  particular 
items  of  the  balance  might,  from  circumstances, 
differ  from  the  true  amount  of  each,  yet  the  aggre- 
gate balance  would  be  a true  one.  And  this  will 
always  hold  good,  unless  a part  of  the  duties  se- 
cured by  and  chargeable  to  Ihe  collector  had  been 
suppressed  by  him.  That  this  lias  been  done  by 
the  late  collector  at  New  York  1 know  nci. 

Question  5.  Have  you,  in  your  investigation  of 
Mr.  Swartwout’s  accounts,  or  has  the  treasury  de- 
partment, to  your  knowledge,  ascertained  any,  and 
what,  sum  which  ought  to  have  been,  but  which 
was  not,  credited,  to  the  United  States  by  Mr. 
Swartwout,  and  charged  to  himself,  either  under 
its  specific  and  appropriate  head,  or  under  the  head 
of  cash  and  bonds? 

Answer.  I do  not  know  of  any  such  omission  in 
his  quarterly  accounts,  which  are  the  accounts  re- 
ceived at  the  office  of  the  first  auditor. 

Question  7.  Did  or  did  not  the  charges  against 
Mr.  Swartwout  at  Ihe  treasury,  and  the  debit  side 
of  his  own  account,  as  rendered  by  himself  to  (he 
treasury,  include  the  whole  amount  of  the  various 
items  which  make  up  his  defalcations,  as  set  forth 
in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gilpin  and  Mr.  Barker,  ad- 
dressed to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  dated  15th 
November,  1S3S,  being  paper  15,  document  13,  H. 
R.  3d  session  25th  congress? 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question  9.  Could  you  not,  from  Mr.  Swartwout’s 
accounts  rendered  at  the  treasury  department,  as- 
certain the  balance  due  from  Mr.  Swartwout, 
without  a resort  to  the  New  York  custom  house 
books? 

Answer.  If  the  accounts  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1838,  that  is,  the  closing  period  of  his  term,  had 
been  forwarded  to  the  treasury,  the  true  balance 
due  from  him  could  have  been  ascertained  there. 
These  accounts,  however,  were  retained  al  Ihe  cus- 
tom house  until  they  were  sent  on,  at  my  instance, 
to  the  treasury,  at  the  same  time  I returned  to 
Washington,  in  November,  1838. 

Question  13.  Did  you,  in  your  examination  into 
the  origin  and  progress  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  defal- 
cation, find  any  new  items  which  ought  lo  have 
been  debited  to  Swartwout  and  credited  to  the 
United  States,  in  his  quarterly  accounts,  and  which 
had  not  been  so  entered? 

Answer.  I did  not. 

From  the  preceding  testimony,  the  committee 
report,  as  established  facts: 

1st.  That  Mr.  Swartwout  is  a defaulter  to  go- 
vernment, as  appears  bv  his  own  returns,  as  ad- 
justed from  time  to  time  ai  the  treasury  department, 
in  the  sum  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  five  dollars  and 
sixty  nine  cents. 

2dly.  That  this  amount  of  indebtedness  has  ac- 
cumulated upon  the  face  of  the  quarterly  accounts 
regularly  returned  by  hi  in  for  adjustment  at  the 
treasury  department,  without  the  omission  of  any 
items  of  ei'lhpr  debit  or  credit  thereon,  until  it  be- 
came an  absolute  defalcation 

2.  THE  DURATION  OF  MR.  SWARTWOUT’S  DEFAL- 
CATIONS. 

The  treasury  officers  unite  in  representing  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  defalcations  as  commencing  as  far 
back  as  in  1830.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury 
sums  up  his  own  examination  on  this  point,  and 
also  the  statements  of  the  first  comptroller,  first 
auditor,  and  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  thus:  “The 
first  misuse  of  the  public  money  by  Mr.  Swart- 
wout, as  collector,  appears  to  have  commenced  in 
1830.  A series  of  defalcations,  in  various  items  of 
his  accounts,  seem  to  have  followed,  and  continued 
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through  each  successive  year,  increasing  constantly 
in  amount,  till  near  the  close  of  his  ollicial  term.” 
( See  report,  house  document  13,  p.  4.)  This  would 
indicate  that  they  have  been  of  a character  to  elude 
the  vigilance  of  the  accounting  officers  ol  the  trea- 
sury lor  a series  of  years,  and  extending  back  of 
the  period  when  the  present  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, the  present  first  comptroller,  the  present  first 
auditor,  and  the  present  solicitor  of  the  treasury, 
respectively  came  into  office.  But  the  committee 
do  not  .concur  in  this  view  of  the  matter,  nor  do 
they  find  the  facts  to  warrant  the  impress  of  any 
such  early  date  upon  Mr.  Swartwout’s  defalcations. 

So  far  a3  Mr.  Swartwout’s  interests  or  reputation 
are  to  be  eifected,  it  matters  not  whether  any  por- 
tion ol  his  defalcations  be  traced  back  to  1330,  or 
only  to  1337;  because  such  a question,  respecting 
dates,  is  not  pretended  in  any  way  to  alter  the  ag- 
gregate amount.  He  is  equally  a defaulter  in  the 
sum  of  $-1,22-5,705  60,  whether  he  is  to  be  adjudged 
a defaulter  from  the  earlier  or  only  from  the  later- 
period  mentioned. 

Nevertheless,  the  instruction  of  the  house  to  the 
committee,  in  the  resolution  of  appointment,  has 
required,  for  obviously  sound  reasons,  that  the  true 
dates  or  precise  duration  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  defal- 
cations be  investigated;  and  hence  the  obligation 
rests  upon  the  committee  to  present  the  facts  truly 
as  they  have  been  lound  on  investigation. 

To  comprehend  the  process  by  which  the  treasu- 
ry officers  assume  to  carry  the  date  of  any  portion 
of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  defalcation  anterior  to  1S37,  it 
is  necessary  to  pay  attention  to  the  system  of  book- 
keeping that  has  existed  in  the  custom  house  at 
New  York  since  the  year  1799.  (See  committee’s 
journal,  answer  6 of  Mr.  Shultz). 

There  are  numerous  subordinate  accounts  kept 
in  the  custom  house  at  New  York,  by  way  of  mak- 
ing distinct  exhibits  of  the  expenditures  made  upon 
distinct  objects.  The  elfect  is  to  simplify  and  sys- 
tematize the  divisions  of  labor  and  ot  responsibility 
into  which  the  great  aggregate  ot  business  at  the 
custom  house  naturally  and  necessarily  resolves  it- 
self On  these  sepaiate  accounts,  expenditures 
made  by  the  collector  are  charged  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  are  balanced  only  when  the  same  charges 
are  transferred  to  the  quarterly  account  of  the  col- 
lector, upon  which  he  settles  all  his  financial  opera- 
tions for  the  government  at  the  treasury,  unless  he 
acts  under  some  special  appropriation  made  by  con- 
gress, and  then  he  renders  a separate  account.  But 
as  no  charge  in  the  quarterly  account  is  allowed 
until  accompanied  by  a voucher,  no  items  are  car- 
ried, specifically  or  by  name,  from  the  subordinate 
accounts  of  the  collector  thus  kept  at  the  custom 
house,  to  his  quarterly  account  returned  to  the  trea- 
sury, until  the  requisite  vouchers  have  been  obtain- 
ed. and  he  is  prepared  to  settle  such  items  finally. 
When  any  items  are  thus  settled,  they  pass  out  of 
both  the  subordinate  and  the  quarterly  accounts,  in 
order  to  indemnify  himself  in  his  quarter-yearly 
settlements  at  the  treasury  (required  by  law)  for 
the  amounts,  or  unsatisfied  balances  of  charges 
against  the  goverinent  exhibited  by  these  numerous 
subordinate  accounts;  and  until  he  obtains  vouchers 
to  settle  them  finally,  his  course  was,  and  must  of 
need  be,  to  add  them  together,  and  carry  them,  in 
one  aggregate,  into  Ins  quartei  ly  account,  nndpr  the 
general  designation  of  “ amount  of  unsettled  ac- 
counts,” or  “ amount  of  unsettled  and  suspense  ac- 
counts.” This,  however, -is  not  done  in  the  nature 
ol  a charge,  but  as  a part  of  a recapitulatory  expla- 
nation that  is  contained  in  every  quarterly  return  of 
accounts,  by  way  of  indicating  what  amount  of 
actual  offsets  he  has  to  the  balance  stated  against 
him,  and  also  what  has  become  of  the  money  he 
has  received  to  constitute  such  balance.  If,  with 
such  an  explanation,  the  accounting  officer  sees 
fit  to  admit  the  account  to  settlement,  the  balance 
is  passed  to  his  account  for  the  next  quarter,  and 
so  on. 

It  should  be  remembered  here,  that,  of  the  su- 
bordinate accounts  thus  kept  for  the  convenience 
and  better  management  of  the  internal  alfuirs  of  tin- 
custom  house,  nothing  is  officially  known  to,  or 
recognized  byr,  the  accounting  officers  of  the  trea- 
sury department.  They  are  not  the  offspring  of  any 
treasury  re  eolation,  but  are  the  arbitrary  institutions 
of  the  collector.  It  is  from  these  that  he  makes  up 
his  quarterly  account  current;  but  such  quarterly 
account  is  the  one  returned  to  the  first  auditor  of 
the  treasury,  and  is  the  only  one  of  final  ad  justment 
that  is  required,  or  recognized,  by  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  treasury. 

With  this  explanation,  it  is  manifest  that  the 
item  of  unseltleil  or  suspense  accounts  of  the  collector, 
in  his  quarterly  return,  only  represents  sundry 
classes  of  items  which  appertain  to  his  quarterly 
account;  they  are  not  dependent  upon,  or  the  growth 
of,  distinct  and  separate  funds  from  those  which 
enter  generally  into  his  quarterly  account.  Hence, 


to  separate  one  of  these  subordinate  accounts,  or 
classes  of  items,  in  regard  to  which  a balance  may 
be  standing  against  the  collector,  from  the  remain- 
der of  such  subordinate  accounts,  or  classes  of  items, 
in  regard  to  which  a much  larger  balance  is  stand- 
ing in  his  favor,  and  to  pronounce  him  a defaulter 
to  the  government  on  the  former  balance,  because 
the  other  balance  in  his  favor  is  susceptible  of  being 
absorbed  by  bringing  it  into  an  offset  to  the  whole 
remainder  of  items  of  which  the  collector’s  quarter- 
ly account  is  composed,  cannot  be  regarded  by  the 
cominiltee  as  a fair  and  just  representation  of  the 
collector’s  accounts,  or  of  his  defalcation.  But  such 
is  the  process  by  which  the  treasury  officers,  secre- 
tary, comptioller,  auditor  and  solicitor,  have  made 
Mr.  Swartwout  guilty  of  “a  series  of  defalcations,” 
continued  through  successive  years,  since  1830,  and 
prior  to  1837. 

The  committee  conceive  that  there  is  a propriety 
in  either  taking  the  whole  of  the  items  or  subdivi- 
sions of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  suspense  account  to- 
gether, and  striking  a balance  therefrom  at  the  end 
of  each  successive  quarter  of  his  term,  or  in  taking 
each  of  its  subdivisions  apart  from  all  the  rest,  and 
striking  the  balance  on  each  at  the  end  of  each  suc- 
cessive quarter  ol  his  term;  oilsetting  thereafter  the 
one  by  the  other,  to  resolve  them  into  one  final  ba- 
lance. By  either  process,  it  will  appear  that  at  the 
end  of  no  quarter  since  1835,  has  the  true  balance 
of  these  suspense  accounts  ever  been  otherwise 
than  has  been  returned  by  Mr.  Swartwout  in  his 
quarterly  accounts  to  the  treasury;  and  that  at  the 
end  of  no  quarter  has  it  been  otherwise  than  a ba- 
lance largely  in  favor  of  Mr.  Swartwout.  It  is  ob- 
viously most  easy,  by  selecting  portions  of  these 
subordinate  accounts,  and  separating  them  from  the 
remainder,  to  exhibit  a balance  against  him  at  any 
date  that  may  be  desiiable,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  his  accounts.  But  such  a procedure  is  not 
to  be  justified  upon  any  principle  of  honorable 
dealing. 

Nor  is  the  character  or  dates  ot  Mr.  Swartwout’s 
defalcations  at  all  altered  by  the  fact,  that  to  one 
subdivision  of  his  subordinate  and  suspense  ac- 
counts, he  credited  the  government,  or  charged 
himself  with  moneys  from  his  cash  account,  or  from 
the  treasury,  which  should  have  been  thus  credited 
or  charged  to  a different  subdivision;  for  thereby 
the  true  balance  of  these  accounts  resolved  quarter- 
ly into  one  aggregate,  and,  as  carried  into  each 
quarterly  account  to  the  treasury,  under  the  general 
designation  heretofore  described,  and  into  the  only 
account  known  to  the  treasury,  was  in  no  degree 
lessened,  enlarged,  or  affected.  If  it  were  true  that 
the  collector  had  been  required  to  make  separate 
settlements  at  the  treasury  on  these  subordinate  ac- 
counts, or  subdivisions  of  his  quarterly  account, 
then,  an  erroneous  credit  of  moneys  to  one  subdi- 
vision would  proporlionably  affect  the  other-  from 
which  it  had  been  thus  diverted.  Such,  how- 
ever, not  being  the  inode  of  settlement  known  to 
the  treasury,  or  required  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  no  con- 
fusion of  debits  or  ciedils,  however  great  it  might 
be,  in  the  subordinate  accounts  of  the  collector  at 
the  custom  house,  could  furnish  ground  of  reproach 
upon  the  collector’s  quarterly  account  current  at 
the  treasury  department,  where  nothing  is  re- 
quired, cared,  or  known  about  his  subordinate  ac- 
counts. 

All  tile  items  charged  upon  Mr.  Swartwout  as  de- 
falcations, dating  anterior  to  1S37,  are  found  by  the 
committee  to  have  been  entered  in  the  proper  quar- 
ters of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  subordinate  accounts  at  the 
custom  house,  to  which  they  appertained,  and  car- 
ried from  them,  at  the  proper  time,  to  his  quarterly 
account  rendered  at  the  treasury  department;  form- 
ing, at  all  tiinps,a  component  part  of  the  aggregate 
balance  exhibited  against  himself. 

They  consist  of— 1st.  “Tonnage  duties,”  $'2,271 
39,  minus  $488  15;  2d.  “Forfeit  nres  and  penalties,” 
$39,823  12;  3d.  “Treasury  warrants,”  $39,240  05; 
4th.  “Office  expenses,”  $60,291  42;  5th.  “Cash 
retained  for  refunding  merchants,”  $80,769  53: 
total  $121,907  36  Their  history  will  be  consider- 
ed in  the  order  of  this  enumeration. 

1.  “TOWAGE  DUTIES.” 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  the  solicitor  and  comp- 
troller of  the  treasury,  in  their  examination  of  Mr. 
Swartwoul’s  books  at  New  York,  in  November  last, 
well  nigh  persuaded  themselves  that  this  item  did 
not  amount  to  a defalcation,  or  even  just  charge 
upon  Mr.  Swartwout,  although  charged  to  himself 
in  his  accounts.  In  their  joint  report  to  the secretarv 
of  the  treasury,  (house  doc  13,  p.  25),  they  say:  “I 
may  be  that  this  deficit  has  arisen  from  errors  which 
have  crepl  into  the  account  during  the  five  years 
through  which  it  extends.  The  amount  is  so  small 
as  to  give  color  to  this  supposition.” 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Fleming , auditor  of  the 
customs  under  both  the  late  and  present  collector, 
was  as  follows,  upon  this  item: 


Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  84.  Mr.  Swartwout  bus  been  represent- 
ed as  a defaulter  on  his  accounts  to  the  amount  of 
$2,271  39,  for  “tonnage  duty,”  accruing  in  the 
years  ol  1830,  ’31,  ’32  and  ’33,  and  which  sum  has 
not  been  debited  in  his  cash  accounts.  Do  you  or 
do  you  not  believe,  from  the  examination  you  have 
made  of  said  accounts,  that  said  amount  is  not  pro- 
perly chargeable  to  Mr.  Swarlwoutas  a defalcation, 
but  should  have  been  set  down  as  error,  from  which 
no  money  was  realized  by  him? 

Answer.  I believe  that  said  amount  was  purely 
an  error.  A vessel  may  have  been  subject  to  ton- 
nage duty,  and  yet,  from  inadvertence,  it  may  not 
have  been  collected  at  the  custom  house;  and  when 
tile  tonnage  account  was  made  up  for  the  treasury, 
the  omission  may  have  been  discovered;  conse- 
quently, the  collector  would  credit  the  United 
States  lor  tlie  money,  and  rely  upon  collecting  it 
atterwards,  and  yet  never  realize  it. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Shultz,  the  predecessor  of  Mr. 
Fleming  in  the  auditoi’s  office  of  the  custom  house 
down  to  July,  1836,  was  subsequently  called,  and 
the  following  examination  was  tiad  of  him  on  the 
same  point: 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  83.  Will  you  examine  the  statement 
presented  by  Mr.  Gilpin  and  Mr.  Barker  in  their 
letter  ot  the  15th  November,  1838,  (paper  15  in 
doc.  13),  and  say  whether  their  statement  of  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  detalcaiion  piior  to  (July,  1836),  the 
time  you  left  the  custom  house,  be  coirect  or  not; 
and  if  incorrect,  point  out  wherein? 

Answer.  In  respect  to  all  that  is  said  about  ton- 
nage duties,  their  statement  is  erroneous.  Mr. 
Swartwout  regularly  entered  all  the  tonnage  duties 
and  money  received  therefor,  upon  his  cash  book, 
and  other  books,  and  accounted  regularly  lor  the 
same  in  his  quarterly  and  other  returns.  I am  cer- 
tain of  this,  and  I show  you  now,  in  the  book  before 
the  committee,  the  cash  book,  and  oilier  books,  that 
they  were  so  entered  and  accounted  for  at  the  pro- 
per times.  It  is  not  right  to  say  Mr.  Swartwout 
is  a defaulter  for  any  of  these  ilems  of  tonnage 
duties;  and  I maintain  ami  show,  by  the  books  and 
returns,  that  they  have  been  regularly  acounted  for 
to  the  United  States. 


2.  “FORFEITURES  AND  PENALTIES  ” 

The  item  of  “forfeitures  and  penalties,”  now 
charged  as  a defalcation,  is  thus  stated  by  the  soli- 
citor and  comptioller  in  their  joint  lepoit,  before 
named,  p.  25: 

“The  ‘forfeitures  and  penalties’  belonging  to  the 
United  Slates  constitute  the  second  fund,*  in  which 
there  is  a deficit.  It  amounts',  in  the  aggregate,  to 
$39,823  12.  Of  this,  there  occurred— 

In  the  year  1832,  the  sum  of  $29,632  46; 

In  the  year  1S33,  the  sum  of  3,674  04; 

In  the  year  1334,  the  sum  of  1,173  09; 

In  the  year  1835,  the  sum  of  5,343  53; 


$39,823  12.” 

Of  this  item,  the  examination  of  Mr.  Fleming  was 
as  follows: 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  85  In  house  doc.  13,  before  named, 
the  solicitor  of  Ihe  treasury  reports  Mr.  Swartwout 
as  a defaulter,  in  the  suin'  ol  $39,823  12,  for  “for- 
feitures and  penalties”  received  by  him  during  1 he 
year  1832,  ’33,  ’34  and  ’35,  and  not  debited  in  his 
cash  account.  Please  to  examine  the  original  of 
Mr.  Swartwout’s  quarterly  returns  in  the  custom 
house  book,  now  before  you,  and  slate  if  the  se- 
veral receipts  of  money  by  Swartwout,  amount- 
ing to  said  aggregate  sum,  are  not  specifically  enter- 
ed in  his  quarterly  returns  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, and  in  the  order  of  their  receipt,  under  the 
plain  designation  of  “amount  of  forfeitures  received, 

per  abstract  ”?  If  yea,  please  to  copy  such 

entries,  verbatim,  as  you  find  lliem  on  the  original 
of  Swartwout’s  returns,  designating  the  quarter  of 
each  year  in  which  they  are  found. 

Answer.  There  are  several  receipts  of  money 
specifically  entered  in  Mr  Swartwout’s  quarterly 
accounts  current,  and  are  as  follows: 

2d  quarter  IS32,  “By  amount  of  for- 
feitures received,  per  abstract  G”  $2,200  33 
3d  qnarler  1832,  “By  amount  of  for- 
feitures received,  per  abstract  G”  1,946  61 

4th  quarter  1832,  “By  amount  of  for- 
feitures received  this  quarter,  per 
abstract  G”  - - - 25,107  92 


* The  reader  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  different 
sources  of  public  moneys  received  by  a collector  do  not 
crea'e  distinct  funds  in  his  hands,  and  are  not  known 
as  such  by  any  treasury  regulation.  They  all  resolve 
themselves,  as  fast  as  collected,  into  one  fund;  are  ac- 
enun'ed  for  by  the  collector  in  one  return;  and  are 
drawn  upon,  or  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury,  as 
one  mass. 
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1st  quarter  1333.  "Bv  amount  of  for- 
feitures received  this  quarter,  per 
abstract  J”  ...  37435 

2d  quarter  1833,  “Bv  amount  of  for- 
feitures received  this  quarter,  per 
abstract  H”  ...  1,612  64 

4th  qu  irter  1333.  “By  amount  of  for- 
feitures received  this  quarter,  per 
abstract  J”  ...  1,687  05 

3d  quarter  1334.  “By  amount  of  for- 
fei'ures  received  this  quarter,  per 
abstract  H”  ...  299  55 

4th  quarter  1334,  “By  amount  of  for- 
feitures and  penalties,  per  abstract 
J”  ....  1,080  37 

4th  quarter  1835,  “By  amount  of  for- 
feitures received,  per  abstract  J”  5,342  53 


#39,651  35 

The  aggregate  of  the  above  varies  somewhat 
from  the  abrogate  contained  in  the  interroga- 
tory; but  in  its  details  it  is  essentially  the  same. 

Question  86.  Have  the  alphabetically-marked  ab- 
stracts, referred  to  in  the  above  entries  of  Swart- 
woul’s  quarterly  accounts  current,  as  specified  in 
your  last  answer,  been  invariably  sent  to  the  trea- 
sury department  with  explanatory  vouchers,  and 
in  company  with  said  quarterly  accounts;  and  are 
similar  vouchers  and  abstracts  sent  in  explanation 
of  every  other  item  of  credit  contained  in  the  col- 
lector’s quarterly  returns? 

Answer.  To  the  whole  of  the  interrogatory  I an- 
swer yes. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Wise. 

Question  90.  Were  not  ttie  “forfeitures”  which 
Mr.  Swartwout  received  all  credited  to  govern- 
ment in  his  quarterly  accounts  current;  and  were 
they  not  carried  forward  regularly  in  the  balances 
due  government  on  said  accounts? 

Answer.  They  were. 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Shultz  on  this  point  was 
as  follows: 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  1 Were  you  formerly  auditor  of  the 
custom  house  at  New  York?  If  yea,  how  long  did 
you  perforin  the  duties  of  that  station,  and  when 
did  you  retire  from  it? 

Answer.  I wras  formerly  auditor.  I think  I was 
about  thirty  seven  years  auditor  at  thp  custom 
house  in  New  York.  I retired  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1836,  having  been  thirty  eight  years  and  four 
months  in  the  custom  house. 

Question  4.  Did  the  accounts  rendered  by  you.  as 
auditor  of  the  custom  house,  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, truly  set  forth  the  state  of  the  accounts  be- 
tween Swartwout  and  the  United  States? 

Answer.  The  accounts  of  Mr.  Swartwout  were 
correct  up  to  the  31st  of  March,  1836,  with  the 
exception  of  the  forfeitures  as  already  stated,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  extended. 

Q icstion  5.  What  reason  have  you  to  say  they 
were  correct?  What  means  of  knowledge  had  you? 

Answer.  The  accounts  unde-went  a critical  ex- 
amination by  me;  so  that  if  there  was  an  error  of 
one  cent,  I had  the  means  of  discovering  it  by 
proving  the  accounts. 

Question  7.  Can  you  inform  the  committee  when 
these  forfeitures,  to  the  amount  of  #40,000,  were 
paid  over  by  the  marshal  to  Mr.  Swartwout? 

Answer.  They  were  paid  by  the  marshal  to  him 
as  follows: 


2d  quarter, 

1832 

$2,200 

33 

3d.  quarter. 

1332 

1,946 

61 

4th  quarter, 

1832 

25,107 

92 

1st  quarter, 

1833 

374 

35 

2d  quarter, 

1333 

1,612 

64 

4th  quarter 

. 1833 

1,687 

05 

3d  quarter. 

1834 

299 

55 

4th  quarter. 

, 1834 

1,080 

37 

3d  quarter, 

1835 

725 

02 

4th  quarter 

, 1835 

5,342 

53 

$ 40,376 

37 

Mr.  Swartwout  gave  to  me  regularly  the  accounts 
relating  to  those  lorfeitures;  they  were  by  me  ex- 
amined and  regularly  p issed  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States  in  the  account  current  for  the  quar 
ters  as  thev  are  above  stated,  and  as  they  were 
returned  to  the  treasury.  A few  of  the  above  items 
were  paid  to  the  cashier  of  the  custom  house,  and 
about  #40,000  were  outstanding  or  unpaid  on  the 
31st  of  March.  1836. 

In  answer  13.  Mr.  Shultz  says: 

“The  nPXt  ppm  is  ‘forfeitures  and  penalties,’ 
amounting  to  #39.823  12;  the  amount  of  this  item. 
I have  already  shown  the  committee,  by  the 
books,  ttie  ‘cash  hook,’  the  ‘book  of  general  ac 
counts,’  ‘account  current  book,’ (from  which  Iasi 
book  the  quarterly  accounts  are  copied  and  sent  to 
the  tieasury  department),  was  regularly  credited 


to  the  United  States  Bu'  Mr.  Swartwout  retained 
a large  portion  of  this  amount  in  his  hands;  and  the 
weekly  returns  showed  that  he  retained  this  mo 
ney  at  the  time,  because  they  did  not  acknowledge 
ttie  receipt  of  it.  His  accounts  forwarded  to  Wash 
ington  showed  that  he  ow’ed  this  money  to  the 
United  Slates.” 

Examined,  by  Mr.  Foster. 

Question  20.  You  have  stated  in  your  answer  to 
the  seventh  question  by  Mr.  C irtis  that  the  amount 
receir  ed  in  ttie  fourth  quarter  of  1832  by  Mr.  Swart 
wout.for  forfeitures  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
was  $25,107  92.  Now,  will  you  state  how  that 
sum  was  credited  to  the  government? 

Answer.  It  was  credited  in  his  quarterly  return 
for  that  quarter,  as  follows:  “By  amount  of  for- 
feitures received  this  quarter,  per  abstract  G,” 
#25,107  92. 

3.  “TREASURY  WARRANTS.” 

In  relation  to  this  item,  the  examination  of  Mr. 
Fleming  was  as  follows: 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  22.  In  the  joint'report  of  the  comptroller 
and  solicitor  of  the  treasury  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  contained  in  the  house  document  13.3d 
session  25th,  congress,  page  26,  in  relation  to  three 
treasury  warrants  received  by  Mr.  Swartwout, 
amounting  to  $39,240  05,  it  is  said:  “Their  re- 
ceipt appears  by  his  books,  but  the  proceeds  have 
npver  been  debited  in  his  cash  account;  and  their 
whole  amount  still  remains  entirely  unaccounted 
for.”  Is  it,  or  is  it  not,  true  that  said  treasury  war- 
rants are  accounted  for  on  Mr.  Swartwout’s  books 
at  the  custom  house,  and  form  a portion  of  the  ag- 
gregate balance  due  from  him  to  the  government? 

Answer.  It  is  true  that  these  warrants  are  ac- 
counted for  on  Mr.  Swart  wont’s  books,  and  that 
they  form  a part  of  the  balance  due  the  United 
States,  and  have  been  carried  forward  in  the  ag- 
gregate balance  of  each  quarter  down  to  the  close 
of  his  term  of  office. 

Examined,  by  Mr.  Owens. 

Question  56  Retei  to  your  answer  to  the  22d 
question,  propounded  bv  Mr.  Smith,  and  say  whe- 
ther the  warrants  alluded  to  were  accounted  for  by 
Swartwout,  except  so  far  as  they  form  part  of  the 
balance  due  to  the  United  States,  and  whether  he 
stands  debited,  with  the  amount  in  his  cash  account ? 

Answer.  For  the  warrants  alluded  to.  Mr.  Swmrt- 
wout  never  entered  the  amounts  to  his  debit  in  his 
own  casli  account;  and  they  were  therefore  held  in 
suspense,  although  they  continually  formed  part  of 
ttie  outstanding  balance  due  to  the  United  States. 

In  answer,  (examined  by  Mr.  Curtis),  Mr. 
Shultz  says,  alluding  to  the  solicitor  and  comptrol- 
ler’s report,  house  document  13:  “The  statement  of 
Messrs.  Gilpin  and  Barker  in  regard  to  these  items 
is  wholly  incorrect.  These  warrants  were,  to  my 
knowledge,  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  received,  and  regularly  accounted  for.  I have 
shown  you  that  they  were  regularly  entered 
in  the  ‘casli  book,’  and  in  the  book  called  ‘collec- 
tor’s book  of  official  accounts.’  which  contains  the 
‘accounts  of  expenses  of  his  office,  arid  emoluments 
and  fees.’  I lay  before  the  committee  the  last- 
mentioned  book,  and  show  the  application  of  each 
of  the  said  warrants.  A quarterly  and  annual  ac- 
count, returned  to  the  treasury  department  at  the 
proper  time,  contain  a full  explanation  of  these 
items.” 

The  same  witness  was  subsequently  examined 
(bv  Mr.  Curtis)  as  follows: 

Question  15  Can  you  give  a statement  copied 
from  the  “book  of  fees  and  emoluments,”  to  show' 
the  application  of  the  three  treasury  warrants? 

Answer.  In  answer  to  the  13th  interrogatory,  I 
yesterday  showed  the  book  to  the  committee,  and 
proved  that  the  proceeds  of  the  three  treasury  war- 
rants issued  in  1334  and  1835  were  applied  actually 
to  the  payment  of  the  clerks  for  the  year  1834. 

The  markers,  gangers,  weighers,  measurers,  in 
spectors,  &c.,  and  all  the  officers  except  clerks,  are 
appointed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  are  re- 
garded as  public  officers,  and  are  paid  out  of  the 
public  money,  which  is  charged  in  the  account  of 
collector  with  the  United  States  quarterly.  The 
fees  and  commissions  of  the  collector  are  appro- 
priated to  pay  the  clerks,  and  an  account  of  the  . 
fees  and  commissions  is  kept;  and  if  they  fall  short 
of  a sufficient  sum  to  pay  the  clerks,  the  treasury 
department  sends  on  warrant  upon  the  treasurer  to 
make  up  the  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  clerks. 
There  was  a deficiency  of  fees  and  emoluments  to 
pav  the  clerks  in  1834. 

The  three  warrants,  amounting  to  $39,240  05, 
before  mentioned,  were  received  for  that  purpose. 

I have  made  a copy  of  the  account  referred  to  in 
the  answer  to  the  13th  interrogatory,  and  it  shows 
that  the  proceeds  of  those  three  warrants  w’ere  ap‘ 
plied  to  pay  the  clerks.  The  account  is  a true 
copy,  and  is  marked  B. 


Copies  of  these  accounts,  quarterly  and  annual, 
with  the  vouchers,  were  forwarded  to  the  treasury 
department. 

4.  “OFFICE  EXPENSES.” 

In  relation  to  this  item,  Mr.  Fleming’s  examina- 
tion was  as  follows: 

Examined  by  Mr . Smith. 

Question  98.  On  page  26  ol  house  document 
13,  in  the  report  of  the  solicitor  and  comptroller 
of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Sw’arlwout  is  charged  with 
$60,291  42,  alleged  to  have  been  draw  n by  him  for 
expenses  of  his  office,  beyond  the  actual  amount  of 
those  expenses,  during  the  years  1835,  1836  and 
1837,  and  that  in  said  sum  he  is  a defaulter  to  the 
government.  Please  state  whether  each  of  the 
sums  received  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  making  up  said 
aggregate  of  expenses  overdraw  n,  was  not  carried 
in'o  and  made  a component  part  of  the  balance  of 
the  quarterly  accounts  returned  to  the  treasury  de- 
partment. 

Answ’er.  They  were. 

Mr.  Phillips,  cashier  of  the  custom  house  under 
Mr.  Swartwout,  testified  as  follows: 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  42.  Please  to  examine  pages  26,  43  and 
44,  in  before  named  house  document  13,  and  say 
whether  you  furnished  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury, 
or  Mr.  Underwood,  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  audi- 
tor of  the  treasury,  with  any  information  relative 
to  any  of  the  defalcations  amonnling  to  $60,291  42, 
there  charged  upon  Mr.  Swartwout  under  the  head 
of  “ cash  drawn  to  pay  expenses  of  office,  more  than 
amount  of  same,  not  debited  in  cash  account;”  or  do 
you  know,  or  have  you  ever  known,  of  any  such 
defalcation. 

Answer.  I have  no  knowledge  of  the  statement 
in  page  26,  document  13,  of  “cash  withdrawn  for 
the  alleged  purpose  of  payingexpenses  of  the  office, 
&c.,  amounting  to  $60,291  42,  nor  of  similar  state- 
ments on  pages  43  and  44,  and  I do  not  know,  or  ever 
have  known,  any  such  defalcation. 

5.  “CASH  RETAINED  FOR  REFUNDING  MER- 
CHANTS ” 

This  item  of  $80,769  53,  since  first  set  apart  by 
Mr.  Swartwout,  has  never  ceased  to  be  reported  to 
the  treasury  department  in  his  quarterly  accounts, 
as  a part  of  his  aggregate  balance  of  cash  and  un- 
settled accounts.  When  originally  leiained,  it  was 
expressly  reported  in  his  weekly  return  to  the 
secretary.  “March  26,  1836.”  as  follows:  “ Retain- 
ed. for  refunding  to  merchants,  $80,769  53.”  (See 
extracts  from  custom  house  books  in  Mr.  Fleming’s 
testimony,  commi'tee’s  journal.)  And  in  his  suc- 
ceeding weekly  leturn,  dated  March  31,  1836,  he 
reported,  for  that  week,  as  ca  h received,  $64,905 
49,  (see  same  testimony);  and  in  his  quarterly  re- 
turn, ending  on  the  same  date.  March  31,  1836,  he 
reported  as  follows:  "Cash  retained  the  31st  March, 
1836,  $145,675  02.”  (See  continuation  of  same 
testimony,  committee’s  journal.)  Thus  expressly 
combining  the  cash  of  those  two  weeks  into  his 
cash  and  suspense  account,  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  treasury  department.  Moreover,  Mr.  Fleming 
says,  in  his  75  h answer  to  Mr.  Smith,  (committee’s 
journal),  that  this  sum  was  retained  by  Mr.  Swart- 
wout "with  the  knowledge  of  the  treasury.”  It  always 
constituted,  th  reafti  r,  a component  part  of  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  quarterly  balance  reported  by  him- 
self to  the  treasury;  and  on  this  Mr.  Fleming  was  in- 
terrogated bv  Mr.  Smith,  and  answ  ered  as  follows: 

Question  75.  Could  “the  large  sum  of  $80,769  53,” 
described  in  your  last  answer,  retained  by  Swart- 
wout in  1836,  have  become  a defalcation  if  the  trea- 
sury department  had  not  lost  sight  of  it  in  the  ex- 
amination of  his  accounts,  inasmuch  as  you  say  in 
your  last  answer  that  it  was  retained  “with  the 
knowledge  of  the  treasury?” 

Answer.  It  could  no'. 

With  such  evidence  before  them,  the  committee 
do  not  feel  justified  in  sustaining  or  acceeding  to 
the  correctness  of  the  view  presented  to  the  house 
and  country  by  the  executive  and  the  treasury  offi- 
cers, in  house  document  13,  that  Mr.  Swartwout 
became  a defaulter  at  any  time  prior  to  1837  on  ei- 
ther of  the  items  of  account  above  enumerated — 
amounting  in  all  to  $221,907  36.  On  the  contrary, 
he  accounted  for  them  properly  to  the  treasury,  but 
was  permitted  to  retain  them  until  his  last  quarter 
of  service;  and  then  and  not  until  then,  was  he  re- 
quired to  pay  them;  and  then  did  he  become  a de- 
faulter for  them,  and  not  before.  There  has  not 
been  discovered  any  evidence  whatever  that,  in  re- 
gard to  this  portion  of  his  present  indebtedness.  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  accounts,  either  at  the  custom  house 
or  as  returned  to  I he  treasury,  bear  any  impress  of 
fraud  or  deception;  for  what  was  omitted  to  be 
charged  on  one  of  those  accounts,  was  fully  charg- 
ed on  another  of  them.  Yet.  in  fact,  if  there  was 
any  such  fraud  or  deception,  it  wa«  confined  to,  and 
consisted  in.  the  manner  of  keeping  his  accounts  at 
the  cusicah  house,  (with  which  the  treasury,  as  re- 
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marked  i,i  a former  part  of  this  report,  had  nothing 
to  do),  and  it  ceased  with  the  making  out  of  his 
quarterly  accounts  to  the  treasury,  inasmuch  as  in 
the  latter  these  sums  were  always  included  in  the 
item  of  m‘cush  and  unsettled  accounts;”  and  the  only 
variation  between  ‘lie  quarterly  returns  to  the  trea- 
suiy  and  the  accounts  at  the  custom  house  is  found 
to  have  been  in  the  fact,  that  in  the  lonner  he  spe- 
cified as  “ cash  and  unsettled  accounts”  the  very 
items  which  are  now  in  question,  while  at  the  cus- 
tom house  these  items  were  retained  in  the  unset- 
tled accounts,  and  not  in  the  cash  account.  In 
other  words,  “ it  was  only  on  the  books  of  the  cus- 
tom house  that  it  appears  he  concealed  and  sup- 
pressed the  true  cash  balance  in  his  hands. ” How 
then  can  he  be  said  to  have  been  in  delault  on  his 
accounts  with  the  treasury,  at  any  period  tor  these 
items? 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Underwood,  the  treasu- 
ry’s own  agent  to  investigate  the  accounts,  fully 
illucidates  and  substantiates  the  views  here  present- 
ed and  adopted  by  the  committee . 

Examined  by  Mr.  Owens. 

Question  29.  Refer  to  your  answer  to  the  5th 
question,  propounded  by  Mr.  Curtis,  and  say 
whether  the  accounts  of  which  you  there  speak  cor- 
responded with  the  accounts  as  contained  in  the 
books  of  Mr.  Swartwout  at  the  custom  house  at 
New  York,  and  examined  by  you,  both  cash  and 
other  books;  and  if  they  were  at  variance,  slate  dis- 
tinctly in  what  consisted  the  ditference. 

Answer.  The  quarterly  accounts  rendered  to 
the  treasury  corresponded  with  the  accounts  at  the 
custom  house,  so  far  as  to  make  up  the  aggregate 
balance;  but  on  examination  at  the  custom  house,  of 
the,  “suspense  account,”  which  in  connexion  with 
the  “cash  on  hand,”  formed  one  item  in  the  balance  of 
his  quarterly  account,  it  appeared  that  several 
sums,  such  as  treasury  warrants,  moneys  arising 
from  forfeitures, &c.  to  a large  amount,  were  retained 
in  his  suspense  account,  which  should  have  been 
recognized  and  accounted  for  in  his  cash  account; 
in  this  consisted  the  difference  between  the  collector's 
accounts  on  his  b ioIcs  and  those  relumed  to  the  trea- 
sury— n ditference  which,  as  has  been  previously 
stated,  did  not  affect  the  aggregate  balance  due  from 
Mr.  Swartwout,  but  only  the  particulars  of  said  ba- 
lance. 

Question  30.  Refer  to  your  answer  to  the  3d 
question  propounded  by  Mr.  Curtis;  say,  though 
he,  (Swartwout),  omitted  no  debit  or  credit  to  the 
United  States  in  his  quarterly  account,  as  stated  in 
that  question,  whether  he  did  or  did  not  omit  to  de 
bit  hi  nsell  with  cash  received;  and  state  the  amount 
of  cash  not  so  debited,  from  your  knowledge  of  the 
accounts  of  Swartwout  as  rendered  to  the  auditor’s 
department  at  Washington,  and  the  examination  of 
his  cash  or  other  books  at  tile  custom  house  at  New 
York.  Be  as  clear  and  distinct  on  the  subject  as 
your  knowledge  will  enable  you  to  be. 

Answer  In  the  I ist  answer,  I have  stated  that  in 
the  “suspense  account,”  kept  by  the  collector  at  the 
custom  house,  he  had  entered  certain  sums  to  the 
debit  of  said  account  which  should  have  been 
charged  to  his  “cash  account.”  The  amount  of  said 
sums,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  document 
No.  13,  was  .$221,907  36  It  was,  therefore,  in  the 
cash  account  kept  by  him  at  the  custom  house  that  he 
omitted  to  charge  himself  with  the  above  amount, 
and  not  in  his  quarterly  accounts  rendered  to  the  trea- 
sury, in  which  it  is  believed  he  credited  and  held  him- 
self accountable  for  all  duties  received,  by  him. 

Question  31.  Refer  to  your  answer  to  the  6th 
question  propounded  by  Mr.  Curtis,  and  say  whe- 
ther, upon  examination  of  Swartwout’s  accounts  as 
rendered  at  the  auditor’s  office,  the  defalcation 
could  have  been  readily  detected  or  not;  and  whe- 
ther, upon  the  examination  of  all  or  part  of  the  books 
at  the  custom  house,  and  in  reference  to  the  ac 
counts  rendered  by  Swartwout,  the  defalcation 
was  not  apparent  to  von;  and  state  whether,  though 
the  true  and  aggregate  balance  of  his  accounts  was 
not  concealed  by  means  of  fraud  or  falsehood,  he 
did  not  in  those  accounts  conceal  and  suppress  the 
true  cash  balance  in  his  hands. 

Answer,  ho  part  of  the  defalcation  could  have 
been  ascertained  from  an  examination  of  Mr  Swart- 
wout’s quarterly  accounts  rendered  to  the  first  an 
ditor  prior  to  that  arising  on  the  bonds,  which  would 
have  been  made  to  appear  on  a thorough  examination 
of  them  at  the  tune  they  were  received  at.  the  treasury. 
In  the  collector’s  quarterly  account  he  always  includ 
ed  the  “cash  and  unsettled  accounts”  in  one  item  of 
the  balance,  and  there  was  no  means  in  the  first  au- 
ditor’s office  of  distinguishing  the  actual  cash  from 
the  amount  of  unsettled  and  suspense  accounts.  Il 
is  therefore,  only  on  the  books  of  the  custom  house,  so 
far  as  1 know,  that  it  appears  he  '■  concealed  and  sup 
pressed  the  true  cash  balance  in  his  hands.” 

Corroborative  ot  the  view  thus  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee, they  will  quote  also  another  portion  of  Mr. 


Fleming’s  testimony,  which  clearly  indicates  that 
he  would  not  be  led  into  an  answer  that  would  im- 
ply it  as  his  opinion  ttiat  Mr.  S wa’-twout  was  or  can 
justly  be  regarded  as  a defaulter  prior  to  1337.  He 
leaves  such  a construction  wholly  to  the  responsi 
bility  of  the  executive  officers. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  73.  Wnat  was  the  amount  of  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  defalcations  arising  prior  to  1837,  and 
suiisequent  to  the  year  1830? 

Answer.  The  amount  of  such  defalcations,  as 
exhibited,  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
in  document  No.  13,  to  the  house  of  representatives , 
was  $336,718  69. 

Question  74  Did  you  or  did  you  not,  in  your 
examination  of  Swartwout’s  accounts,  deduce  and 
furnish  to  the  treasury  department  the  data  upon 
which  the  treasury’s  report,  referred  to  in  your 
last  answer,  is  founded? 

Answer.  I did  not  deduce  and  furnish  to  the  trea- 
sury department  such  data.  Mr.  Underwood,  ol 
that  department,  came  on  to  this  city  in  November 
last,  to  investigate  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Swartwout 
The  records  of  the  custom  house  were  laid  before 
him,  and  be  proceeded  to  draw  up  a statement, 
gleaned  from  those  records,  and  from  memoran- 
dums furnished  him  by  the  assistant  cashier  of 
the  custom  house,  whieh  enabled  him  to  report 
to  the  treasury  the  indebtedness  of  Mr.  Swartwout. 
From  time  to  time,  in  the  progress  of  his  work,  Mr. 
Underwood  found  it  necessary  to  ask  explanations 
from  me,  in  relation  to  the  records  of  the  custom 
house,  to  enable  him  to  pursue  his  labors  under- 
standing^. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  121.  Were  any  of  the  quarterly  returns 
false?  II  yea.  which  of  them? 

Answer.  The  accounts  of  bonds  paid  for  the  first 
and  second  quarters  of  1837,  rendered  to  the  treasur  y 
depar  tment,  were  false,  inasmuch  as  they  did  not 
contain  all  the  bonds  that  were  actually  paid,  by  a 
very  large  amount,  and  which  is  seen  in  document 
No.  13,  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Again,  Mr.  Fleming  was  asi,ed  by  Mr.  Smith: 
Question  2.  When  was  the  first  deficiency  in 
Mr.  Swartwout’s  accounts  detected  by  yon;  and  to 
whom  and  when  did  you  communicate  the  first  in- 
formation of  your  discovery? 

Answer.  The  first  deficiency  in  Mr.  Swarfwout’s 
accounts  was  detected  by  me  in  the  month  of  June, 
1837.  1 noticed  the  circumstance  to  Mr.  Phillips, 

the  assistanl  cashier,  at  the  same  time. 

Question  3.  What  was  the  amount  of  said  d fi 
ciency  discovered  by  yon  in  June,  1S37;  and  to 
whom,  and  when,  if  to  any  other  person  than  Mr. 
Phillips,  did  von  give  information  th-reof. 

Answer.  The  amount  of  deficiency  was  about 
$530, (100;  and  the  reply  of  Mr.  Phillips,  on  my 
communicating  to  him  the  intelligence,  prevented 
mv  mentioning  it  to  oihers. 

Question  4.  What  was  Mr.  Phillips’s  reply,  ad- 
verted to  in  your  last  answer? 

Answer.  The  reply  was,  that  the  cash  book  con- 
tained all  the  bonds  that  had  been  paid  at  the  office; 
the  residue  were  in  suspense. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Foster. 

Question  46.  Yon  mention  in  your  answer  to  the 
15th  interrogatory,  that  yon  have  never  known,  or 
detected,  at  any  time,  any  false  return  or  erroneous 
statem-nt  in  any  quarterly  account  made  by  Mr. 
Swartwout  to  the  treasury  department.  Now,  will 
you  state  whether  there  were  not  false  or  fraudu- 
lent omissions  by  Mr.  Swartwout  in  his  accounts, 
which  were  calculated  to  mislead  and  deceive  your- 
self, as  auditor,  and  the  treasury  department;  and 
if  so  wh.t  were  those  omissions,  und  when,  as  far 
as  you  know,  did.  those  omissions  lake  place? 

Answer.  There  were  such  omissions,  (as  is  now 
ascertained),  and  they  consisted  in  Mr.  Swart- 
wout’s keeping  out  of  his  accounts  large  sums  of 
money  paid  to  him  on  revenue  bonds;  and  they  look 
place  principally  in  the  Is/  and  2d  quarters  of  1837. 

When  the  same  witness  was  carried  back  to  the 
alleged  defalcations  of  Mr.  Swartwout  prior  to 
1837,  and  so  questioned  as  to  lead  him,  if  disposed, 
to  describe  them  as  defalcations,  and  as  ‘fraudu- 
lent” omissions,  he  studiously  and  properlv,  as  is 
believed,  avoided  every  such  assumption.  The  fol 
lowing  interrogatories  and  answers  will  fully  illus- 
trate tips  fact: 

Mr.  Fleming  examined  by  Mr.  Foster. 
Question.  49.  In  \ our  answer  to  the  19th  inter- 
rogatory, in  stating  the  balances  of  the  four  quar- 
ters of  1834  and  the  two  first  quarters  of  1835,  the 
whole  balance  ofeach  quarfpr  is  stated  as  “due  the 
United  States.”  Now,  is  that  intended  to  mean  any 
thing  more  than  that  such  balance  is  the  amount  for 
which  he  was  respon-dble  to  the  government,  and 
riot  as  a balance  which  he  was  then  liable  to  pay? 

Answ-pr.  The  balance  tine  the  United  States, 
which  is  charged  at  the  end  of  every  quarter,  is  the 


amount  lor  which  the  collector  is  responsible  to  ihe 
government,  and.  includes  nil  duties  which  had  ac- 
crued up  to  that  time,  whelhei  collected  or  not. 

Question  50.  From  what  other  sources  did  Mr. 
Swartwout  receive  money  belonging  to  the  govern- 
ment. (besides  that  received  on  revenue  hoods), 
which  he  fraudulently  omilleil  to  charge  against  him- 
self in  his  cash  accounts  on  the  custom  house  books? 
And  what  was  the  amount,  as  lar  as  you  are  now 
able  to  state  the  same. 

Answer.  Mr.  Swartwout  received  moneys  from 
duties  payable  in  cash,  as  well  as  bonds.  alVo  from 
goods  forfeited  to  the  United  Sl.rtes,  and  also  from 
certain  treasury  warrants,  remitted  to  him  from  go- 
vernment. A further  source  ot  receipts  was  that 
arising  from  deposites  for  dnlies  not  ascertained, 
and  payable  in  cash.  Mr.  Swartwout  also  ad- 
vanced lo  himself  moneys  for  the  expenses  of  his 
office,  more  than  were  needed. 

Thp  total  amount  of  moneys  appropriated  by  Mr. 
Swartwout,  and  not  placed  to  the  debit  of  his  own 
cash  account,  as  is  now  ascertained,  exclusive  of  the 
bond  account,  is  about  five  hundred  ami  eighty 
thousand  dollars.  In  this  sum,  however,  is  em- 
braced the  amount  which  Mr.  Swartwout  retained 
on  his  going  out  of  office,  and  which  was  about 
$201,000. 

Question  51.  Were  the  omissions  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wont,  as  stated  in  your  last  unswer,  such  as  to  de- 
ceive you  in  regard  to  his  real  indebtedness  to  the 
government? 

Answer.  No  examination  was  made  to  ascertain 
Mr.  Swartwout’s  indebtedness  to  Ihe  government 
until  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  and 
therefore  such  omissions  did  not  affpct  the  adjust- 
ment of  his  current  quarterly  accounts;  and  their 
condition,  or  existence,  was  not  a matter  of  inquiry 
by  me — the  outstanding  balance  of  a previous  quar- 
ter being  always  brought  into  a succeeding  quarter. 

Question  52.  In  auditing  the  weekly,  monthly 
and  quarterly  accounts  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  did  you 
have  access  to  all  accounts,  abstracts  and  vouchers, 
which  were  afterwards  sent  by  him  to  the  treasury 
department? 

Answer.  All  accounts  for  the  treasury  depart- 
ment are  kept  in  the  auditor’s  office,  and  pass  under 
my  supervision.  In  general,  I made  a cursory  ex- 
amination of  all,  before  they  were  sent  from  the 
custom  house. 

Mr.  Underwood,  the  confidential  agent  of  the 
treasury  department,  with  equal  care  and  propriety, 
throughout  his  testimony,  discriminates  between 
the  accounts  of  Mr.  Swartwout  as  rendered  prior, 
and  those  rendered  subsequent,  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  1837.  The  fraudulent  concealment 
is  not  by  him  made  to  attach  to  any  returns  prior  to 
1837.  but  to  “the  abstract  of  bonds  taken  and  [raid 
in  1837.” 

Examined  by  Mr.  Foster. 

Question  26.  You  say,  in  answer  to  the  6th  in- 
terrogatory, that  you  “have  rio  reason  to  believe 
that  in  Mr.  Swartwout’s  quarterly  accounts, adjust- 
ed at  the  treasury,  he  concealer),  by  means  of  fraud 
and  falsehood,  the  true  and.  aggregate  balance  of  his 
account.”  Will  you  please  to  sta'p  whether  you 
have  not  reason  to  believe  that  he  fraudulently  con- 
cealed in  those  accounts  the  true  amount  of  money  he 
had  received;  and  were  not  his  accounts  so  made 
out  as  to  induce  a belief  that  he  had  accounted  fairly 
lor  all  tlm  money  which  hail  come  to  his  hands? 

Answer.  When  I said,  in  mv  answer  to  the  6th 
interrogatory,  “I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  in 
Mr.  Swartwout ’a  quarterly  accounts,  adjusted  at  the 
treasury,  he  concealed,  by  means  of  I'r  mil  and  false- 
hood. the  true  and  aggregate  balance  of  his  ac- 
count;” I meant  that  he  hail  not  in  those  accounts 
omitted  to  credifthe  United  States,  and  rnakp  him- 
self accountable  for  all  Ihe  duties  secured  by  him. — 
I did  not  mean  to  convpy  the  idea  that  the  items 
comprising  the  balance  of  his  account  were  not  erro- 
neous in  amount,  and  fraudulently  so;  the  item  of 
“ bonds  uncollected”  in  1837  being  too  large  and  that 
of  “cash  and  vnseltleil  and  suspense  accounts”  corres- 
pondingly too  small . I have  reason  to  believe,  that 
bv  the  abstract  of  bonds  takptr  and  paid,  rendered 
in  1837.  “he  fraudulently  concealed  the  true  amount 
of  money  be  had  received.”  although,  at  thp  same 
time,  the  aggregate  balance  of  his  account  of  the  cus- 
toms, for  each  quarter,  was  a correct  one. 

With  equal  precision  the  first  auditor  repudiates 
the  idea  ofanv  fraud  or  defalcation  in  Swartwont’s 
accounts  prior  to  1837.  He  was  examined  by  Mr. 
Curtis , and  answered  as  follows: 

Question  6.  Was  there  any  omission,  in  Swart- 
wont’s  quarterly  returns  to  vonr  office,  of  any  sum 
nr  item  which  Ire  might  to  have  chargpd  to  himself, 
or  credited  to  the  United  States  therein?  In  other 
words,  were  not  Swartwout’s  quarterly  returns,  in 
point  of  torrn,  made  according  to  the  standing  usages 
and  orders  of  the  treasury  department;  and,  in  point 
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of  fact,  did  they  not  show  the  true  balance  dun  from 
Svvartwout? 

Answer.  As  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  the 
quarterly  accounts  of  Swartwout  were  rendered  in 
the  usual  form,  and  the  proper  credits  for  duties 
secured,  and  other  moneys  received  by  him,  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  given;  at  least  nothing  to 
the  contrary  has  yet  been  discovered.  But  they 
were  erroneous  and  fraudulent  in  this:  that  he  fail- 
ed (as  appears  from  the  late  investigation  by  the 
comptroller  and  solicitor  made  at  the  custom  house 
in  New  York)  to  credit  his  bond  account  in  the 
fi'st  quarter  of  1337,  and  in  some  subsequent  quarters, 
with  the  full  amount  of  bonds  paid  within  those 
quarters;  the  effect  of  which  was,  to  exhibit  a lar 
ger  balance  of  bonds  than  was  in  point  of  fact  on 
hand,  and  to  lesson  the  cash  balance:  or,  in  other 
words,  he  failed  to  account  truly  for  the  cash  he 
had  received  on  bonds;  and  his  account  current  of 
bonds  was  made  to  exhibit  a false  balance. 

The  defalcations  of  Mr.  Swartwout  in  1S37,  and 
the  first  quarter  of  1333,  (principally,  however,  in 
the  two  first  quarters  of  1337),  consisted  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  bonds  falling  due  within  that  period,  and 
collected  by  him.  Of  all  these  bonds,  however,  he 
had  regularly  charged  himself  in  his  accounts  re- 
turned to  the  treasury  department,  and  they  consti- 
tuted a portion  of  the  aggregate  balance  due  from 
him  to  the  government.  When  he  collected  them, 
instead  of  paying  the  amount  info  the  treasury,  and 
thus  offsetting  the  charge  for  bunds  in  his  accounts 
rendered  to  the  department  by  a charge  against  the 
government  of  the  cash  so  paid  into  the  treasury, 
tie  retained  and  used  the  cash,  leaving  his  indebt- 
edness for  bonds  in  its  original  amount. 

Of  all  the  sum  withdrawn  from  his  bank-deposite 
account  as  collector,  and  used  for  private  purposes, 
prior  and  subsequent  to  1337,  as  contained  in  a pri- 
vate memorandum  kept  by  Mr.  Phillips,  his  cashier, 
in  the  custom  house,  and  forming  a part  of  the  re- 
ported defalcation  in  house  document  13,  the  evi- 
dence is,  that  it  was,  from  time  to  time,  replaced 
by  Mr.  Swart  wont’s  own  funds,  and  by  funds  deriv- 
ed from  the  bonds  of  1337,  as  well  as  by  anticipat- 
ing the  cash  or  other  duties  of  a succeeding  week 
to  make  good  his  return  of  cash  reported  as  receiv- 
ed in  the  week  preceding.  This  operation  cast  the 
whole  defalcations  arising  from  the  use  of  the  mo- 
neys reported  by  Mr.  Phillips  upon  the  final  week- 
ly return  of  Mr.  Swartwout. 

Joshua  Phillips  examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  63.  In  house  document  13,  pages  52 
and  53,  is  a schedule  of  your  own,  of  numerous 
sums,  amounting  to  $193,602  20,  which  were  drawn 
from  ihe  public  deposites,  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  lor 
his  own  use.  Do  you  mean  said  sums  were  drawn 
from  his  cash  deposites,  as  collector,  in  the  banks? 
If  yea,  in  what  banks,  according  to  the  “check 
books”  spoken  of  by  you  at  the  foot  of  said  sche- 
dule? Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Svvartwout  also 
replaced  money  thus  taken;  and,  if  yea,  to  what 
amount? 

Answer.  The  sums  referred  to  in  document  13. 
pages  52  and  53,  amounting  to  $193,602  20,  were 
drawn  by  him,  as  collector,  from  his  cash  deposites. 
They  were  drawn  from  the  bank  of  America,  Me- 
chanics’ bank  and  Manhattan  company.  I do  not 
know  that  Mr.  Svvartwout  ever  replaced  any  of  the 
particular  sums  contained  in  said  list.  He  was,  as 
I have  stated,  in  the  habit  of  drawing  money,  and 
would  sometimes  replace  it;  but  I cannot  particu- 
larize the  amounts.  I was  not  always  in  the  habit 
of  noting  the  checks  that  Mr.  Swartwout  used,  and 
I cannot  undertake  to  say  what  portion  of  the  above 
amount  was  returned. 

Question  64.  How  did  Mr.  Swartwout  conceal, 
in  his  weekly  cash  returns  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  the  weekly  deficit  in  his  bank  accounts, 
occasioned  by  the  sums  withdrawn,  and  not  replac- 
ed, to  which  you  refer  in  your  last  answer? 

Answer.  The  collections  made  by  the  banks  up 
to  3 o’clock  do  not  appear  on  the  books  of  the  cus- 
tom house  until  the  following  day;  consequently, 
in  making  up  the  weekly  account  for  the  treasury- 
department,  to  3 o’clock  on  Saturday,  the  amount 
collected  at  the  bank  on  Saturday  would  not  appear 
on  the  custom  house  books  until  Monday  morning; 
by  this  means,  he  would  have  in  bank  the  collec- 
tions of  bonds  of  Saturday,  which  do  not  appear 
in  the  weekly  account  of  that  Saturday;  and  that 
amount,  so  collected,  would  be  carried  to  the  next 
weekly  account,  and  so  continue  on. 

Question  71.  Please  now  to  state,  definitively, 
whether,  taking  your  63d,  64th  and  70th  answers, 
does  it  not  necessarily  follow,  as  a truth,  that  the 
aggregate  deficit  in  Mr.  S wartwout’s  cash  accounts 
at  the  banks,  occasioned  by  the  sums  withdrawn, 
as  you  have  stated,  would  fall  into,  and  be  betrayed 
by,  his  last  and  final  weekly  cash  returns,  if  it  were 
not  true  that  such  deficit  had  been,  at  some  time, 
and  from  some  source,  replaced  by  him? 


Answer.  The  aggregate  deficit  in  Mr.  Swart- 
wout’seash  account  at  the  bank,  occasioned  by  the 
sums  withdrawn,  would  be  betrayed  by  his  last  and 
final  weekly  cash  returns,  if  it  were  not  true  that 
such  deficit  had  been,  at  some  time,  replaced  by 
him. 

Question  72.  Do  you  mean  to  be  understood  by 
your  statement  (No.  10)  in  the  before  named  house 
document  13,  commencing  at  page  54,  of  bonds 
which  were  paid  to  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  recapitu- 
lated by  Mr.  Fleming,  as  amounting  to  $597,331  63, 
that  the  proceeds  of  said  bonds  were  never  deposit- 
ed by  said  Swartwout  in  t he  said  banks;  and  that, 
within  your  knowledge,  they  did  not  form  a com- 
ponent part  of  the  funds  redrawn  by  him  on  the 
checks  alluded  to  in  your  last  answer? 

Answer.  I mean  to  be  understood,  in  my  state- 
ment (No.  10)  in  document  13,  commencing  at 
page  54,  that  the  proceeds  of  said  bonds  were  depo- 
sited in  bank;  and  the  amount  so  received  was  ap- 
plied by  him  to  conceal  his  previous  defalcations, 
which  would  have  been  discovered  if  the  bonds  in 
said  list  had  been  charged  on  the  cash  book. 

Question  73.  Did,  or  did  not,  the  process  resort- 
ed to  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  as  alluded  to  in  your  last 
answer,  to  conceal  his  previous  defalcations,  con- 
sist in  his  applying  said  amount  to  his  bank  depo- 
sites, and  to  offset  his  before  named  withdrawals 
from  such  deposites? 

Answer.  The  process  resorted  to  by  Mr.  Swart- 
wout  to  conceal  his  previous  defalcations,  did  con- 
sist in  his  applying  said  amount  to  his  bank  depo- 
sites, and  to  offset  his  before  named  withdrawals 
from  such  deposites. 

Henry  Ogden , cashier  of  the  customs: 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  19.  On  page  47,  of  house  document 
13,  heretofore  named,  is  your  letter  to  H.  D.  Gilpin, 
esq.  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  in  which  you  say  that 
Mr.  Swartwout’s  use  of  the  public  moneys  “began 
not  long  after  his  appointment  as  collector” — that 
is,  I suppose  in  IS'29.  Now,  will  you  state  whe- 
ther, in  that  letter,  you  mean  to  refer  to  any  of  Ihe 
specific  items  reported  in  said  document  as  defalca- 
tions; or  do  you  refer  specially  to  bis  use  of  mo- 
neys deposited  to  bis  own  credit,  in  banks,  and 
prior  to  its  being  credited  to  the  treasurer  of  Ihe 
United  States  in  such  banks? 

Answer.  Mr.  Swartwout  commenced  drawing 
out  of  the  bank,  against  moneys  deposited  to  his 
private  account,  about  nine  months  after  be  came 
into  office.  Those  drafts,  I think,  were  small.  I 
have  no  allusion  to  any  specific  items  reported  in 
said  document  as  defalcations.  I had  no  know- 
ledge of  them. 

Question  20.  Please  state  whether,  during  the 
whole  period  that  Mr.  Swartwout  was  thus  diawing 
from  his  deposites,  he  was  not  also  continually  re- 
placing sums  on  deposite  from  his  individual  re- 
sources or  speculations;  and  if  the  whole  extent  of 
such  deficits  was  or  was  not  concealed  by  carrying 
into  riis  weekly  bank  deposites  cash  returns  to  the 
treasury  department  of  one  week,  such  sums  as 
were  received  by  him  on  the  Satuiday  of  the  pre- 
ceding week,  and  which  were  not  returned  in  the 
cash  account  of  such  preceding  week? 

Answer.  I have  recollection  of  Mr.  Swartwout 
having  replaced  moneys  drawn  out  by  him  on  se- 
veral occasions.  The  amounts  which  he  had  in 
bank  from  deposites  for  duties,  together  with  the 
receipls  for  bonds  due  on  Saturday  and  Monday, 
gave  him  ample  funds  to  meet  his  drafts,  over  and 
above  the  balance  due  to  government. 

Question  21.  Without  the  aid  of  such  reserved 
Saturday  collections,  and  in  the  wav  explained  in 
your  last  answer,  would  or  would  not  the  deficit 
from  ihe  bank  funds  of  his  office  have  appeared 
most  manifest  on  bis  weekly  returns?  And  was  the 
ultimate  effect  of  such  a system  of  operating,  any 
more  than  to  cast  upon  his  last  and  filial  weekly 
return  the  aggregate  of  all  previous  withdrawals 
from  his  deposites,  so  far  as  the  same  had  not  been 
offset  by  his  replacing  them  from  his  own  or  other 
funds? 

Answer.  It  would  have  been  impossible  for  Mr. 
Swartwout  to  have  made  his  weekly  transfer  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  collection  of  bonds  of  Saturday 
and  Monday-,  and  moneys  for  duties  on  goods  not 
ascertained.  The  ultimate  effect  of  such  a system 
was  to  cast  the  whole  balance  due  upon  bis  final 
weekly  return. 

From  the  preceding  testimony,  the  committee 
report  as  established  facts: 

1st.  That  all  moneys  received  by  Mr.  Swartwout, 
as  collector,  prior  to  1837,  are  regularly  accounted 
for  by  him  in  his  quarterly  returns  to  the  treasury 
department. 

2d.  That  so  much  of  all  moneys  received  by  Mr. 
Swartwout  prior  to  1837,  and  accounted  for  to  the 
treasury  department  in  his  quarterly  returns,  as 


were  not  paid  by  him  into  the  treasury,  were  retain- 
ed by-  him  under  the  tacit  acquiescence  of  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  tr<  asury;  and  were  regular- 
ly carried  forward,  debited  to  himself,  in  Ihe  ba- 
lance of  each  subsequent  quarterly  account  render- 
ed by  him  to  the  treasury  department,  to  the  close 
of  his  term  of  office. 

3d.  That  his  omission  to  carry  a debit  to  himself, 
of  any  of  the  moneys  received  by  him  from  the  trea- 
sury, or  from  other  souices,  prior  to  1837,  to  the 
class  of  accounts  kept  only  at  the  custom  house, 
called  bis  cash  accounts , and  his  carrying  a debit  to 
himself  of  any  such  items  to  any  other  class  of  ac- 
counts kept  only  at  ihe  custom  house , called  suspense 
and  unsettled  accounts , or  by  any  other  name,  could 
not  operate  as  a concealment,  innocent  or  fraudu- 
lent, from  the  treasury  department,  of  the  true  cash 
balance  in  his  bands — 

1.  Because,  neither  his  cash  account,  nor  bis 
suspense  and  unsettled  account,  nor  any  other  su- 
bordinate account  kept  at  the  custom  house,  was 
ever  exhibited  to,  or  formed  the  basis  of  any  quar- 
terly settlement  made  by  him  with,  ihe  accounting 
officers  of  the  treasury. 

2.  Because,  in  his  quarterly  accounts  settled  at 
the  treasury  department,  the  aggregate  and  true 
balance  of  all  his  subordinate  accounts  kept  at  the 
custom  house,  including  both  bis  cash  account  and 
suspense  accounts,  was  uniformly,  ]>rior  to  1837, 
carried  inio  his  quarteily-  account,  under  Ihe  item 
of  "cash,  and  unsettled  accounts.” 

4th . That  the  defalcations  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  by 
means  of  fraud  and  false  returns,  commenced  in 
1837,  and  not  sooner,  and  have  existed  since  that 
period;  and  the  defalcations  thus  occuring,  added 
to  the  moneys  previously  retained  by  him,  accord- 
ing to  his  returns  to  the  treasury  department,  and 
by  the  silent  acquiescence  Bf  the  officers  of  that  de- 
partment, until  Ihe  close  of  his  term  of  office,  con- 
stitute the  aggregate  of  his  defalcations  at  the  pre- 
sent period. 

3.  The  causes  of  Mr.  Swartwout' s defalcations. 

This  branch  ot  the  subject  will  be  considered  in 

the  follow  ing  order: 

1st.  The  irresponsibility  of  Mr.  Swartwout  in  pe- 
cuniary character  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  to 
office. 

2d.  Culpable  disregard  of  law,  and  neglect  of 
official  duty,  by  the  late  naval  officer  at  New  York. 

3d.  Culpable  disregard  of  law,  and  neglect  of 
official  duty,  by  the  first  auditor  of  the  treasury. 

4 1 h . Culpable  disregard  of  law,  and  neglect  of 
official  duty,  by  the  late  and  present  first  comptrol- 
lers of  the  treasury. 

5th  The  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  banks  as 
depo-itories  of  the  public  moneys,  and  permitting 
ihe  same  to  accumulate  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout. 

6th.  The  negligence  and 'failure  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  discharge  his  duty  as  the  head  of 
the  treasury  department,  charged  by  law  with  the 
superintendence  of  the  collection  nl  the  revenue. 
Cause  1.  The  irresponsibility  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  in 

pecuniary  character,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment 

to  office. 

There  is  obvious  jeopardy  of  the  public  interests 
whenever  appointments  lo  offices  of  high  pecunia- 
ry obligation  are  conferred  by  the  executive  upon 
individuals  who  are  notoriously  wanting  in  reputa- 
tion for  responsibility  in  financial  matters. 

There  probably  cannot,  in  human  relations,  he 
brought  (o  bear  upon  human  frailty  and  cupidity 
stronger  temptations  to  err  from  duty  and  rectitude, 
than  spring  from  the  possession  and  control  (which 
must,  from  their  nature,  be  somewhat  exclusive) 
by  individual  officeholders,  of  large  and  extraordi- 
nary masses  of  government  money.  Unless  the 
checks  instituted  to  counteract  such  temntations 
are  numerous,  and  exerted  with  sleepless  vigilance 
at  every  point,  the  moral  restraint  against  mal  con- 
duct of  officers  thus  intrusted  with  large  pecunia- 
ry means,  which,  at  times,  may  seem  not  even  to 
be  exerted  by  government,  is  very  apt  to  relapse 
into  a mere  lurking  apprehension  of  early  detection. 
The  consequence  is,  as  soon  as  this  apprehension 
is  overcome  by  any  known  remissness  on  (he  part 
of  those  to  whom  they  are  immediately  accounta- 
ble, or  discovers  a device  by  which  to  elude  the  vi- 
gilence  of  their  superiors  in  office,  they  are  pre- 
pared to  regard  and  treat  the  public,  revenue  in 
their  hands  rather  “as  a means  of  promoting  indi- 
vidual interests,  than  as  an  instrument  created 
solely  for  the  service  ot  the  people.” 

It  was  well  remarked  by  the  “illustrious  prede- 
cessor” of  the  present  national  executive,  in  the 
earlier,  and,  perhaps,  purer  days  of  his  administra- 
tion of  the  federal  government,  that  the  possession 
of  official  stalion,  alone,  exerts  a corrupting  influ- 
ence upon  the  generality  of  men.  “There  are, 
perhaps,”  says  his  first  message  to  congress,  “few 
men  who  can,  for  any  great  length  of  time,  enjoy 
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office  and  power,  without  being  more  or  less  under 
the  influence  of  feelings  unfavorable  to  the  faithful 
discharge  of  their  public  duties.  Their  integrity 
may  be  proof  against  improper  considerations  im- 
mediately addressed  to  themselves;  but  they  are  apt 
to  acquire  a habit  of  looking  with  iudifl'erence  upon 
the  public  interests,  and  of  tolerating  conduct  from 
which  an  unpractised  man  would  revolt.” 

If  naked  official  station  be  thus  pregnant  with 
temptations  unfavorable  to  the  faithful  discharge  of 
public  duties,  how  alarmingly  accumulative  these 
temptations  become  when  are  snperadded  to  official 
station  the  temptations  wliii  h flow  from  the  collec- 
tor, keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  vast  sums  of 
money,  drawn  directly  from,  yet,  for  the  most  part, 
always  kept  and  used  beyond  the  sight  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

If  there  be  any  thing  that  can  add  to  the  evils  of 
the  known  temptations  inseparable  from  the  pow- 
er of  official  station  and  public  revenue  combined 
to  demoralize  the  government  of  a people,  to  em- 
poverish  their  public  treasury,  and  to  infuse  into 
them  a Inst  lor  “the  spoils”  of  political  servility 
and  cunning  in  preference  to  the  rewards  attendant 
upon  the  pursuits  of  honest  and  honorable  indus- 
try, it  is  to  be  found  in  the  appointment  to  official 
stations  ol  high  pecuniary  obligations,  of  men  no- 
toriously irresponsible,  and  whose  lives  have  proved 
them  incompetent  to  save  for  themselves;  as  sure 
as  effect  must  follow  cause,  so  sure  will  the  temp- 
tations already  spoken  of  prove  but  too  successful 
in  the  pillage  ol  the  public  treasury,  when  brought 
to  bear,  by  executive  patronage,  upon  any  man,  or 
class  of  men,  already  excited  by  the  habitual  in- 
dulgence of  venturesome  speculations,  and  by  the 
alternate  hopes  and  disappointments,  successes  and 
embarrassments,  incident  to  such  speculations.  Of 
this  class  of  men,  and  such  a man,  was  Mr.  Swart- 
wont,  in  reputation  and  in  fact,  both  at  the  time  of  his 
original  appointment  to  the  collectorship,  in  1S29, 
and  ol  his  reappointment,  in  1834.  He  was  wholly 
irresponsible  in  pecuniary  reputation,  notoriously 
prone  to  hazardous  speculations,  deeply  embarrass- 
ed from  them,  and  always  in  want  of  funds.  The 
committee,  therefore,  regard  this  as  one  of  the  pri- 
mary causes  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  defalcations,  and 
ol  the  consequent  loss  ol  the  public  money  which 
was  intrusted  to  his  collection  and  keeping.  In 
confirmation  of  this  view,  the  subjoined  examina- 
tion and  testimony  of  witnesses  are  adduced: 

Joseph  L.  Joseph  was  sworn  as  a witness. 

Examined  bp  Mr.  Owens. 

Question  1.  Say,  if  you  were  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Swartwout  when  collectorof  the  portofNew’  Yoik, 
whether  he  was,  during  his  official  life,  a purchaser 
and  speculator  in  the  stocks?  If  yea,  state  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  in  which  he  speculated,  and  the  amount 
of  those  speculations. 

Answer.  I am  well  acquanted  with  Mr.  Swart- 
wouf,  and  knew  him  as  collector  of  the  port  of 
Newr  York.  I knew  he  was  frequently  engaged  in 
very  large  speculations  in  stock,  from  personal 
knowledge,  and  from  rumor.  He  speculated  in 
Long  Island  rail  road  shares,  Stoningfon  rail  road 
shares,  Hrrlem  rail  road  shares,  Morris  canal  stock, 
and  others,  probably,  ol  which  f am  not  aware  or 
do  not  now  recollect.  What  the  general  amount 
ol  his  speculation,  I do  not  know;  but  I consider- 
ed him  alw'ays  a large  operator. 

Question  2.  Were  you  or  your  house  hi3  agent 
or  brokers  in  these  transactions,  or  a portion  of 
them?  ]f  yea,  state  the  amounts  of  those  specula- 
tions in  wdiicb  you  had  personal  agency;  and 
whetherthey  were  speculations  of  Swartwout  alone, 
or  were  oilier  persons  interested  in  them;  and  who 
were  I hose  persons? 

Answer.  We  were  his  brokers  in  some  particu- 
lar stock  transactions,  in  the  purchase  of  Delaware 
and  Hudson  shares,  Stonington  rail  road  shares, 
Long  Island  rail  road,  and  probaby  some  others, 
which  at  this  momenl  I do  not  remember.  At  the 
period  ol  our  stoppagp,  we  held  for  him  over  a hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  worth  of  stocks,  which  had 
greatly  depreciated  from  the  cost  price,  and  which 
he  previously  had  b°gged  us  to  hold  until  there 
should  be  a change  of  times.  They  were  for  Swart- 
wout alone,  and  probably  reached  at  one  period 
with  us  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Question  3.  Were  these  speculations  of  which 
you  speak,  or  a portion  of  them,  fortunate  or  ad- 
verse? If  fortunate,  state  the  amount  of  profits 
made  on  them;  if  adverse,  state  the  amount  of  loss 
sustained. 

Answer.  We  once  paid  Mr.  Swartwout  some  se- 
venty or  eighty  thousand  dollars  profit,  made  on 
Morris  canal  stock.  I do  not  remember  of  his  ever 
paying  our  house  over  two  or  three  thousand  dol- 
lars ol  loss  His  last  speculations  result°d  in  a loss, 
and  he  was  unable  to  pay,  and  borrowed  some  mo- 
ney for  us  with  the  view'  of  aiding  us  to  bear  up 
against  these  differences,  actually  lost,  and  the 


stocks  we  held,  which  we  did  riot  sell.  The  loss 
was  over  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Question  4.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  know- 
ledge, or  from  the  information  of  M r.  Swartwout,  the 
amount  of  loss  or  gain  upon  other  speculations  in 
stocks,  in  which  you  had  impersonal  agency?  State 
the  same  as  accurately  as  you  can. 

Answer.  I do  not  know  of  his  other  stock  opera- 
tions, except  that  rumor  had  frequently  declared  his 
having  made  and  lost  alternately. 

Stephen  Whitney  was  sworn  as  a witness. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Owens. 

Question  1.  Were  you  acquainted  with  Mr 
Swartwout  during  the  time  he  was  collector?  If 
yea,  state  if  he  was  engaged  in  speculations  of 
slocks  during  that  period,  and  state  the  kinds  of 
stocks. 

Answer.  I w'as  acquainted  with  Mr.  Swartwout 
during'  the  time  he  was  collector  ofthe  port  of  New 
York;  have  understood  he  was  engaged  in  dealing 
in  stocks,  but  of  what  kind  and  to.  what  extent  1 am 
not  acquainted. 

Question  2.  Are  you  a director  in  the  Morris  ca- 
nal company?  Was  Mr.  Swartwout  a director  iri 
the  same?  Had  he  stock  in  the  company,  and  what 
amount?  Was  he  not  in  the  habit  of  selling  and  re- 
selling that  stock;  and  were  his  speculations  for- 
tunate or  adverse,  and  to  what  amount? 

Answer.  I am  a director  of  the  Morris  canal  and 
banking  company,  but  have  no  knowledge  of  his 
(Mr.  Swartwout’s)  transactions  with  that  company. 

John  Ward  was  sworn  as  a witness.  Mr.  Ward, 
who  had  been  summoned  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Owens,  was 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  1.  Were  you  acquainted  with  Samuel 
Swartwout  before  and  during  the  time  he  was  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  New  York? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question  2..  Do  you  know  any  thingof  flip  causes 
and  extent  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  defalcation  as  col- 
lector, the  length  of  time  il  existed,  or  of  any  mate- 
rial fact  connected  therewith? 

Answer.  I do  not. 

Question  3.  What  is  your  occupation? 

An-wer.  Stock  and  exchange  broker. 

Question  4.  Have  you  been  concerned  as  such 
broker  in  any  operations  or  speculations  in  stecks 
on  account  of  Mr  Swartwout? 

Answer.  I have  bought  and  sold  stock  on  his  ac- 
count. 

Question  5.  Have  you  ever  bought  arid  sold 
stock  on  joint  account  of  yourself  and  said  Swart- 
wout? 

Answer.  No. 

Question  6.  To  what  amount  have  you  bought 
and  sold  stocks  for  said  Swartwout?  Can  you  fur- 
nish  a copy  of  your  accounts  with  him. 

Answer.  I should  think  not  more  than  $'100,000: 
we  can  furnish  a statement  in  an  account  of  pur 
chase  and  sale  of  Morris  canal  stock;  there  appears 
a loss  to  him  of  between  five  and  six  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Question  7.  In  any  other  and  all  other  stocks  in 
which  you  have  acted  as  his  broker,  was  there  any 
considerable  loss  to  said  Swartwout? 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  he  did 
not  lose  money  in  his  stock  operations  made  through 
our  agency. 

Alexander  Hamilton  was  sworn  as  a witness. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Owens. 

Question  1.  Were  you  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Swartwout  during  the  time  he  was  the  collector  of 
New  York.  Have  you  any  knowledge  ofthe  mode 
and  manner  of  conducting  his  business  in  the  cus- 
tom house? 

Answer.  I was  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Swart- 
wout before  and  dining  the  time  he  was  collector, 
but  am  entirely  ignorant  of  the  manner  in  which  his 
official  duties  were  performed 

Question  2.  Was  Mr.  Swartwout,  during  the  time 
he  was  collector,  in  the  habit  of  speculating  in 
stocks,  in  New  York  or  elsewhere?  If  yea,  slate 
the  nature  ofthe  stocks,  who  were  his  brokers,  and 
whether  his  speculations  were  confined  to  himself 
alone,  or  werp  other  persons  engaged  with  him,  and 
who  were  those  persons. 

Answer.  Mr.  Swartwout  was  in  the  constant  ha- 
bit of  speculating  in  stocks,  and  with  several  bro- 
kers. The  Wards  and  Josephs  are  alone  positively 
known  to  me  as  such;  but  I do  not  know  whether 
his  speculations  were  jointly  with  others. 

Question  3.  Were  yon  in  familiar  and  daily  in- 
tercourse with  Swartwoul?  Do  yon  know  of  your 
own  knowledge,  or  have  you  heard  from  him,  the 
results  of  his  speculations  either  in  stocks  or  real 
estate,  hether  the. same  were  fortunate  or  adverse, 
and  the  amount  of  money  gained  or  lost  in  them? 

Answer.  I was  in  the  rontant  habit  of  free  con- 
verse with  Mr.  Swartwout,  and,  although  1 was 
under  the  impression  that  his  operations  in  stocks 


and  real  estate  were  fortunate,  I have  no  positive 
knowledge  on  the  subject,  with  the  exception  of 
having  been  informed  by  the  Josephs  that  they  at 
one  time  paid  Swartwout  a balance  arising  out  of 
profits  from  the  purchase  and  sale  of  Morriscanal 
stock,  of  $80,000;  but,  at  the  time  of  the  departure 
of  Mr.  Swartwout,  they  related  to  me  that  he  was 
indebted  to  them  $‘40,000 

Examined  by  Mr.  Duwson. 

Question5.  What  was  the  reputation  of  Samuel 
Swartwout,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  in  the 
year  1829,  lor  pecuniary  responsibility? 

Answer.  Without  any;  on  the  contrary,  he  was 
generally  understood  to  be  much  involved  in  debt. 

Russell  H Neoins  sworn  as  a witness.  Mr.  Ne- 
vins,  who  had  been  summoned  at  file  instance  of 
Mr.  Owens,  was 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  1.  Did  you  know  Samuel  Swartwout 
while  he  held  the  office  of  collector  ol  New  York? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question  2.  What  is  your  occupation? 

Answer.  Stock  and  exchange  broker. 

Question  3.  Have  you  at  any  time,  and  to  what 
extent,  acteil  as  broker  or  agent  of  said  Swartwout 
in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  stocks? 

Answer.  The  transactions  ofour  house  with  Mr. 
Swartwout  have  been  but  few,  and  I believe  only 
in  a single  instance  was  there  a purchase  of  stock 
for  his  account.  This  to  the  amount  of  about 
#25,000. 

There  was  a transaction  of  a larger  amount  with 
another  person,  with  whom  it  was  understood  Mr. 
Swartwout  was  a party  concerned. 

It  has  not  yet  been  entirely  closed,  and  at  the 
present  prices  ofthe  stock,  a very  considerable  loss 
would  be  the  result.  Mr.  Swartwout  never  paid 
any  money  on  account  ofthe  above  transaction.  I 
never  knew  him  to  have  money,  but  he  always 
wanted  to  borrow. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Owens. 

Question  4.  You  say  Mr.  Swartwout  was  engag- 
ed with  others  in  a certain  speculation  of  stocks- 
will  you  name  the  person  so  interested  with  him’ 
and  the  amount  of  the  speculations? 

Answer.  The  name  of  the  person  interested  with 
Mr.  Swartwout  I do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  mention; 
he  was  the  one  on  whom  I placed  my  sole  reliance' 
and  was  of  undoubted  responsibility.  Mr.  Swart- 
wout I did  not  originally  suppose  to  be  concerned 
in  the  transaction.  The  other  person  was  not  in 
the  custom  house  and  held  no  office  under  the  go- 
vernment. 

The  amount  of  stock  purchased  was  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  about  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Swartwout  never  paid  any  thing  on  account  of  the 
stock. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Wise. 

Question  8.  What  was  Mr.  Swartwout’s  general 
character  as  a man  of  pecuniary  responsibility, 
when  he  was  appointed  in  182.9;  and  afterwards’ 
when  he  was  reappointed,  in  1834? 

Answer.  It  was  generally  considered  not  to  be 
good.  At  the  time  of  his  first  appointment,  it  was 
decidedly  bad. 

Question  9.  Wi.s  it  not  notorious  in  New  York, 
during  the  whole  time  Mr  Swartwout  was  in  office 
that  he  was  speculating  in  various  modes,  upon  an 
extensive  and  hazardous  scale. 

Answer.  I think  it  was  generally  believed  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Wall  street  that  Mr.  Swartwout 
was  engaged  in  many  and  extensive  speculations. 

James  B.  Murray  was  examined  as  a witness. 
Examined  by  Mr.  Oiverts. 

Question  1.  Are  you  a resident  of  New  York, 
and  what  is  your  business  or  occupation?  Were  you 
a director  or  president  of  the  Morris  canal  company, 
and  how  long  have  you  been  so? 

Answer.  I am  a resident  of  New  York;  by  pro- 
fession a merchant;  was  elected  a director  of  the 
Morris  canal  company  in  February,  1834.  and,  with 
the  exception  of  a short  interval  have  continued  so 
until  the  present  time.  I was  president  ol  the  Mor- 
ris canal  company,  and  resigned  that  situation  when 
Louis  McLane,  esq.,  was  elected. 

Question  2.  Do  you,  as  director  of  the  Morris  ca- 
nid company,  know,  or  from  conversations  with 
Swartwout,  the  amount  of. stock  in  that  company  in 
which  he  (Swartwout)  speculated;  and  the  amount 
of  loss  or  gain? 

Answer.  I remember  Mr.  Swartwout  having  stat- 
ed to  me,  at  or  about  the  period  of  my  retiring  from 
the  presidency  of  the  Morris  canal  company,  that 
he  had  cleared  a large  sum  of  money  in  that  slock; 
and  I think  he  mentioned  the  amount  as  being 
$70,000.  But  what  were  his  subsequent  transac- 
tions in  that  stock  I do  not  know;  nor  have  1 any 
particular  knowledge  at  any  time,  except  as  above 
stated . 

Question  3 Were  yon  acquainted  with  Mr. 

Swartwout  during  tile  time  he  was  collectorof  New 
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York?  Was  tie  engaged  in  stock  speculations,  at.d 
to  wliat  amount?  State  the  stocks  he  so  specu 
lated  in,  and  w lie  tiler  they  were  fortunate  or  adverse: 
and  the  amount  of  loss  or  gain. 

Answer,  i.  was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Swarlwou 
during  the  whole  peri,  d of  his  being  collector  oi 
this  port,  and  generally  understood  that  he  was 
largely  engaged  in  stock  speculations;  hut  to  wha: 
exte..t,  or  wliat  were  the  results,  I am  unable  to 
say 

From  the  preceding  testimony,  the  committee  re- 
port as  established  facts: 

1st.  i'iiat,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  ap- 
pointment and  of  his  reappointment  to  office,  he 
was  wholly  irresp  insibie  in  pecuniary  reputation, 
and  was  involved  in  debt. 

2d.  That  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  and  of 
his  reappointment,  and  for  the  whole  period  he  was 
in  office,  he  was  notoriously  engaged  in  large  and 
hazardous  speculations,  and  deeply  embarrassed  by 
them. 

3d.  That  his  pecuniary  irresponsibility,  and  con- 
sequent involvements  by  hazardous  speculations, 
constitute  one  of  the  primary  causes  of  his  defalca- 
tions lo  the  government. 

Cause  2.  Culpable  disregard  of  law , and  neglect  of 
official  duty,  by  the  late  naval  officer  at  N.  York. 
'Tue  naval  officer  is  designed  to  be  a complete 
check  upon  ail  the  accounts  of  the  collector;  and 
existing  law3  are,  and  have  been  since  1799,  amply 
competent  to  render  it  so,  if  efficiently  adminis- 
tered. 

The  duty  imposed  upon  r.aval  officers  by  the  21st 
section  ol  the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  March  2,  1799,  is  as 
follows: 

‘•fiie  naval  officer  shall  receive  copies  of  all 
manitests  and  entiles,  and  shall,  together  with  the 
collector,  estimate  the  duiits  on  all  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise  subject  to  duty,  (and  no  duties 
shall  be  received  without  such  estimates),  and  shall 
keep  a separate  record  thereof;  and  shall  counter- 
sign all  permiis,  clearanc 's,  certificates,  debentures 
and  other  documents  to  be  grant’d  hy  the  collector; 
he  shall  also  examine  the  co’lec'or’s  abstracts  of  duties, 
and  other  accounts  of  receipts,  bonds  and  expen- 
ditures, and,  if  fjurid  right,  he  shall  certify  the 
same.” 

By  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
the  president,  and  by  the  latter  communicated  to 
congress,  (house  doc.  13,  p 6),  it  is  represented 
that  a circular,  issued  by  the  comptroller  of  tile 
treasury  in  1821,  had  tended  to  remove  the  check 
on  the  collec’or,  provided  in  the  above  enactment 
of  law , “in  some  particulars  very  essential.”  The 
apologetic  language  ot  the  secretary  is: 

“It  appears  that  the  naval  officer  at  New  York, 
if  able  to  perform  the  task,  has  not  for  a long  period, 
or  at  least  during  the  seventeen  years  that  have 
elapsed  since  a circular  issued  by  the  comptroller 
in  1321,  considered  it  his  duty  to  certify  to  the  ex- 
penditures and  accounts  generally,  but  only  to  cer- 
tain portions  ol  them,  and  to  the  correct  assessment 
of  the  duties. 

“That  circular,  unfortunately,  tended  to  remove 
a cheek  on  the  collector,  in  some  particulars  very 
essential,  and  has  been  repealed  by  the  present 
comptroller.”  (House  doc.  13,  pp.  6,  7). 

The  committee,  finding  the  accounts  and  returns 
of  Mr.  Swartwout,  made  quarterly  to  the  treasury 
to  have  been  correct  in  every  particular  prior  to 
1837,  whether  checked  properly  by  the  records  and 
vigilance  of  the  naval  officer  or  not,  and  that  the 
only  accounts  containing  fraudulent  or  deceptive 
omissions  were  those  rendered  for  1S37,  and  that 
such  o Missions  were  confined  to  the  bond,  account, 
on  which  bonds  had  become  payable  ami  had  been 
paid  to  Mr.  Swartwout,  the  committee  were  led  to 
examine  how  far  the  circular  of  1321,  alluded  to  as 
above  bv  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  did  in  fact 
remove  from  this  class  of  the  collector’s  accounts 
the  check  upon  them  provided  by  law  in  the  duties 
of  the  naval  officer,  and  how  far,  in  truth,  said  cir- 
cular furnished  any  apology  for  the  naval  officer  for 
any  neglect  of  those  accounts  on  his  part. 

On  recurring  to  the  said  circular  of  1821,  dis 
closed  by  the  secretary  in  house  document  of  the 
present  session  numbered  54,  in  answer  lo  a special 
call  of  the  house,  the  committee  find  that,  instead  of 
being  designed  or  tending  to  remove  any  check  from 
tile  collector  which  had  been  previously  ex  rcised 
by  the  traval  officer  under  the  law  of  1799,  it  avow- 
edly enjoins  upon  them  the  exercise  of  all  the 
checks  contemplated  bv  that  law.  with  a single  ex- 
ception; and  the  previous  neglect  of  them  bv  naval 
officers,  and  not  a discontinuance  of  any  of  them,  is 
set  forth  as  the  occasion  of  alluding  to  them  in  the 
circular.  The  following  is  its  language: 

“It  is  deemed  proper,  at  this  time,  to  notice  ano 
ther  subject,  oil  which  instructions  appear  lo  be  ne- 
cessary. 


“ Until  lately , it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  naval 
officei  s,  generall  y,  to  certify  no  other  accounts  of  the 
collectors  than  the  abstracts  of  duties  of  merchandise 
imported , and  the  tonnage  abstracts. 

1 liese  are  the  only  documents  which  were  re 
pi i red  to  be  so  certified  tinder  the  laws  anterior  to 
that  of  the  2d  March.  1799,  in  the  21st  section  of 
w hich  a different  regulation  is  made  on  the  subject; 
but  as  rio  instructions  can  be  found  relative  to  this 
regulation.  which,  it  appears,  has  hitherto  not  been 
observed,  it  is  presumed  that  the  alteration  alluded 
to  was  overlooked. 

“By  the  section  referred  to,  the  naval  officers  are 
required  to  examine,  not  only  the  collectors’  ah 
stracts  of  duties,  but  ‘ other  accounts  of  receipts, 
bonds  and  expenditures;  and,  if  found  right,  to  cer- 
tify the  same.’ 

“As  all  the  accounts  of  disbursements  made  by  the 
collectors  are  to  he  supported  oy  vouchers,  it  is  not 
considered  necessary  that  such  accounts,  except  the 
abstract  of  duties  refunded,  should  be  examined  and 
certified  by  the  naval  officers. 

“The  documents  which  are  considered  to  require 
that  formality  are  as  follows,  viz: 

“1.  The  abstracts  of  duties  on  merchandise  and 
tonnage. 

“2.  The  abstracts  of  duties  on  passports  and 
clearances. 

“3.  The  abstracts  of  interest  received  on  bonds 
which  are  not  paid  as  they  become  due. 

‘ 4.  The  abstracts  of  marine  hospital  money  col- 
lected. 

“5.  The  bond  accounts. 

“6.  Abstracts  ol  duties  refunded. 

“To  enable  the  naval  officers  to  examine  and 
certify  these  returns,  it  will  be  necessary  that  they 
should,  so  lar,  keep  corresponding  accounts  with  the 
collectors  of  the  customs,  from  whom  the  forms  of 
those  accounts  can  be  obtained,  arid  who.  I feel 
persuaded,  will  cheerlully  give  their  co-operation 
in  carrying  the  provisions  of  the  law  into  effect.” 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  while  it  was  not  de- 
signed, and  could  not  have  tended,  to  remove  any 
check  whatever  on  the  collector,  in  any  particular 
very  essential,  (as  accounts  of  disbursements  require 
vouchers  in  ali  cases,  the  naval  officer’s  check  in 
regard  to  them  is  expressly  deflated  by  the  circular 
as  “7tot  considered  necessary” ),  that  circular  did  en- 
join upon  naval  officers,  in  most  specific  terms,  the 
exercise  of  every  essential  check  upon  collectors! 
that  the  law  ol  1799  contemplated  and  provides;  I 
and  it  is  only  because  the  naval  officer  at  New 
York  did  wholly  neglect  to  comply  with  and  fulfil 
the  instructions  contained  in  this  same  circular  of 
1821,  viz:  to  “ keep  corresponding  accounts  with  the 
collector  of  the  customs”  in  relation  to  bonds  taken 
by  and  bonds  paid  to  him.  and  by  this  means  to 
make  the  thorough  examination,  independently  of 
the  collector’s  accounts,  of  the  'Fond  accounts”  re- 
turned to  the  treasury  department  by  Mr.  Swart- 
wouf,  and  not  because  of  hi  y check  removed  bv 
the  circular  of  1821,  that  Mr.  Swartwout  was  e.ii 
abled  to  return  his  accounts  for  all  the  four  quarters 
ol  the  year  1837,  falsely  and  fraudulently  omitting 
therein  the  many  hundred  thousands  of  dollars  in 
which  lie  has  become  a defaulter  for  that  year.  It 
is  in  this  palpable  disregard  of  the  positive  require- 
ments ol  the  law  of  1799,  prescribing  the  duties  of 
naval  officers,  and  in  this  equally  palpable  disre- 
gard of  tlm  positive  requirements  of  the  more  re- 
cent circular  of  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury, 
dated  November  10,  1S21,  and  in  the  negligence  of 
records  and  want  of  proper  vigilance  on  the  part  of 
the  naval  officer  at  New  York,  from  the  commence- 
ment to  the  close  of  Mr.  Swartwoiit’s  two  terms  of 
service,  that  is  found  by  the  committee  a primary 
cause  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  immense  defalcations. 
And  the  committee  feel  constrained  to  add,  from  a 
sense  of  duty  to  the  house  and  to  the  country,  that 
the  attempted  apology  quoted  above,  made  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasioy  to  congress-  before  the 
circular  ol  1821  was  disclosed,  lor  the  disregard  of 
law,  of  treasury  instructions,  and  of  plain  official 
duties  by  the  late  naval  officer,  who  only  left  that 
office  to  take  another  public  office  of  no  less  re 
pectability  under  the  present  executive,  is  wholly 
vithout  weight  and  without  foundation. 


Bv 


the  evidence  before  the  comini  tee,  it  was 
loiind  that  the  only  account  or  record,  of  the  whole 
number  required  by  law  to  be  kept  by  him,  that 
was  kept  hy  the  late  naval  officer  at  New  York 
w-as  an  abstract  of  duties  accruing,  furnishing  no 
check  whatever 


g no 

“r  upon  any  account  of  the  collector, 
except  upon  his  computation  of  the  dutiable  sums 
on  imports.  Beyond  this,  which  is  comparatively 
ol  but  the  least  consequence  of  all  checks  ifstand- 
ing  alone,  the  naval  officer  at  New  York  has  served 
but  as  a useless  expense  to  the  government,  ad- 
hering to  empty  fonns.  of  no  efficacy  hut  to  give 
currency  to  any  frauds  which  the  collector  might 
embody  iri  his  accounts.  All  of  which  is  eluci- 
dated amt  substantiated  by  the  following  examina- 
tion  and  testimony: 


Mr.  Fleming,  auditor  of  the  custom  house. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  69.  Bv  a rompaiison  at  the  naval  office 
at  the  port  ol  New  York,  of  the  collector’s  quar- 
terly returns,  transmitted  to  that  office  for  exami- 
nation,  of  bonds  paid  within  such  quarter,  with  the 
records  in  said  office  o!  said  collector’s  precedine1 
quarterly  returns  of  bonds  payable  in  that  quarter, 
is  not  the  naval  officer  enabled  at  once  to  detect 
any  omission,  in  (he  quarfprlv  returns  of  the  col- 
lector, of  bonds  that  should  be  accounted  for  as 
paid,  or  as  having  come  to  maturity  and  extended 
or  put  in  suit? 

Answer.  The  naval  officer  was  not  enabled  to 
detect  any  such  omission,  from  the  fact  that  no  re- 
cord of  bonds  was  kept  in  that  office.  The  col- 
lector’s proofs  were  submitted  to  the  naval  officer, 
and  upon  their  evidence  he  certified  the  bond  ac- 
count?  to  bp  correct. 


[(  it  were  true  that  the  class  of  accounts  returned 
bv  Mr.  Svvartwout  to  the  treasury  prior  to  1837  in- 
volved defalcations,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  as  deduced  in  a former  branch  of  this 
report,  then  it  is  true  that  a cause  of  those  defalca- 
tions, exceprin^  those  in  office  “expenses”  and 

•Mnrfuil  iippc  ” is  in  lilr/.  c J *u 


same  culpable  negligence  of  I he  naval  officer,  alrea 
ly  described,  in  not  keeping  original  r-cords  and 
accounts  as  required  by  law,  as  also  by  Hie  ci rc til n i 
of  1821,  corresponding  with  those  kept  by  the  col- 
lector of  “ tonnage  duties ” and  “ duties  refunded ” to 
merchants. 


Question  70.  What  character  of  proofs  do  you 
allude  to  in  your  last  answer,  as  having  been  in 
usage  submitted  by  the  collector  to  fhelmval  offi- 
cer, to  enable  the  Iatler  to  test  the  correctness  of 
the  collector’s  accounts  and  returns? 

Answer.  Those  proofs  are  the  accounts  as  made 
up,  and  retained  in  the  collector’s  office,  exhibiting 
the  same  aggregate  amounts  as  the  returns  trans- 
mitted to  the  treasury. 

Question  71.  From  the  manner  in  which  the  du- 
ties of  the  naval  office  were  discharged  in  regard  to 
Mr  Swartwont’s  accounts,  as  described  in  your 
two  last  answers,  did  or  did  not  that  cease  to  be  a 
check  upon  the  deficiencies  and  intentional  omis- 
sions of  those  accounts? 

Answer  The  naval  officer,  in  regard  to  the  bond 
accounts,  did  not  form  a check  upon  the  collector. 

The  following  testimony  of  the  late  deputy  n ival 
officer,  and  now  a deputy  collector  at  New"  York, 
though  in  the  outset  evasive,  grew  at  length  to  a 
full  concession  of  the  truth. 

John  T.  Ferguson  was  sworn  as  a witness. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Owens. 

Question  1 Are  you  an  officer  in  the  custom 
house  New  York?  How  long  have  you  been  there, 
and  what  are  the  duties  you  have  discharged? 

Answer.  I ain.  Mv  connexion  with  the  custom 
house  commenced  in  May,  1829.  I served  as  de- 
puty naval  officer  till  29th  of  March,  1838.  Since 
then,  with  the  omission  of  about  threp  w eeks,  have 
been  principal  deputy  tinder  Mr.  Collector  Hoyt. 

Question  2 From  your  knowledge  of  the  man- 
ner of  conducting  the  business  of  the  natal  office 
in  the  cuslom  house  at  N»w  York,  and  from  your 
connexion  with  it,  will  yon  be  pleased  to  state  if 
the  naval  officer  acts  as  a check  upon  the  collector; 
whether  the  accounts  are  critically  examined,  or  if 
the  examination  and  certifying  "the  same  is  not 
rather  a formal  than  an  actual  [examination];  and 
whether  such  has  not  been  the  uniform  practice,  as 
far  as  ymi  are  acquainted  with  the  performance  of 
the  duty,  by  the  naval  officer? 

Answer.  In  answer  to  the  first  question,  I have 
to  answer,  most  assuredly,  and  for  many  years  been 
generally  considered  and  proved  to  be  a check.  2d. 
The  accounts  were  critically  examined,  and  I do 
sincerely  think  it  by  no  means  a formal  examina- 
tion, but  an  absolute  check.  3d.  The  practice 
pursued  during  the  term  of  my  being  deputy  has 
been  uniform,  and  the  only  practice  since  the  reve- 
nue system. 

The  examination  of  John  T.  Ferguson  was  re- 
sumed. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  4.  Was  any  record  or  register  kept  in 
said  naval  office,  while  you  were  in  it,  of  the  collec- 
tor’s abstracts  of  duties  and  other  accounts  of  re- 
ceipts, bonds  and  expenditures ? If  yea,  state  what 
was  the  nature  and  extent  of  such  record  or  regis- 
ter in  form  and  substance? 

Answer.  The  only  book  or  record  kept  in  the 
naval  office  is  the  quarterly  abstract,  which  I have 
before  referred  lo,  and  which  comprises  tile  whole 
amount  collected  lor  each  quarter,  including  bonds 
taken  and  duties  naid-  the  nature  of  this  rernrd  he- 
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iug  supposed  to  be  heretofore  so  satisfactorily,  that 
duplicates  ot  other  accounts  were  not  thought  ne- 
cessary . 

Question  5.  When  you  say  that  the  quarterly  re- 
cord abstract  kept  m l lie  naval  office  includes 
“bonds  taken,”  no  you  mean  to  convey  the  idea 
that  such  abstract  specifies  the  amount  of  each  bond 
so  taken  by  the  collector,  its  date,  the  names  of  the 
parties  to  it,  and  when  it  became  payable?  Or  do 
you  mean  that  it  only  contains  the  aggregate 
amounts  of  dutiable  goods,  that  have  been  enter- 
ed during  the  respective  quarters  of  the  year,  and 
the  duties  on  which  were  entitled  to  be  secured  by 
bond? 

Answer.  In  answer,  I mean  it  only  accounts  for 
the  aggregate  amount  of  duties  accruing  during 
each  quarter,  without  specifying  what  portions  of 
such  amounts  were  payable  or  were  paid  in  cash, 
or  what  portions  were  either  bonded  or  entitled  to 
the  privilege  of  being  secured  by  bond. 

Question  6.  Has  any  change  taken  place  in  said 
naval  office,  down  to  the  present  day,  departing 
from  the  mode  you  have  described  as  the  mode  of 
discharging  the  duties  of  said  naval  office  while  you 
were  iu  it? 

Answer.  No  change  had  taken  place  up  to  the 
time  of  my  leaving  the  office;  and  what  change 
may  have  taken  place  since  I left,  I am  unable  to 
say. 

Question  7.  By  the  abstract  you  have  described, 
as  kept  iu  the  naval  office,  or  by  any  other  papers 
or  records  in  said  office,  is  the  naval  office  enabled 
to  ascertain  what  the  actual  receipts  of  the  collec- 
tor have  been  in  cash,  in  any  quarter,  for  duties,  or 
other  means  as  collector? 

Answer.  To  my  knowledge,  the  abstract  does 
not  show  the  amount  received  quarterly  in  cash, 
nor  does  any  other  account  kept  in  the  naval  of- 
fice. 

Question  8.  Were  any  of  the  “ accounts  of  re- 
ceipts” by  the  collector  of  cash,  or  of  bonds,  sub- 
jected to  the  naval  officer  for  his  examination  and 
certificate,  while  you  were  in  said  office?  If  yea, 
what  class  ot  accounts? 

Answer.  The  books  w'hich  contain  all  the  bonds 
paid,  and  bonds  outstanding,  have  been  always  ex- 
amined, within  my  knowledge,  at  the  naval  office, 
and  certified  by  the  naval  officer;  but  no  duplicates 
thereof  kept  in  the  naval  office  at  the  time  of  ex- 
amining the  quarterly  account  of  the  collector. 

Question  9.  What  class  ofthe  collector's  accounts 
of  cash  receipts  were  examined  and  certified  by  the 
naval  officer  while  you  were  in  said  office?  Please 
mention  each  class. 

Answer.  No  accounts  of  cash  receipts  of  the  col- 
lector nave,  to  my  knowledge,  been  examined  in 
the  naval  office,  separate  from  the  quarterly  abstract 
of  his  accounts. 

Question  10.  How  many  abstracts  of  different  ac- 
counts of  the  collector  were  examined  quarterly  in 
the  naval  office,  while  you  were  there?  Please  name 
each. 

Answer.  The  American  and  foreign  abstracts  of 
accounts  of  duty  are  the  only  ones  which  are  tho- 
roughly examined  by  the  separate  accounts  in  the 
naval  office. 

Question  11.  Did  the  abstracts,  specified  in  your 
last  answer,  in  any  way  enable  the  naval  officer  to 
ascertain  what  amount  of  cash  had  been  received  on 
bonds  or  otherwise,  by  the  collector,  during  any 
quarter? 

Answer.  No 

Question  12.  Had  the  naval  officer  any  check  in 
use,  while  you  were  in  said  office,  by  which  any 
defect  in  the  collector’s  quarterly  accounts  of  mo- 
neys paid  or  payable,  in  any  quarter,  to  the  collec- 
tor, could  be  discovered  or  found  out? 

Answer.  Not  by  any  means. 

Question  13.  Could  or  could  not  the  naval  offi 
cer,  by  the  books  of  “bonds  paid”  and  “bonds  out- 
standing,” mentioned  in  your  8th  answer,  discover 
whether  the  bonds  payable  fiad  come  to  maturity  oi 
not? 

Answer.  He  could;  but  such  examination  was 
not  in  the  power  ofthe  naval  officer,  as  there  was 
no  means  furnished  by  which  such  examination 
could  take  place. 

Question  14.  When  you  say,  in  your  8th  answer, 
that  “the  books  which  contain  all  the  bonds  paid 
and  bonds  outstanding  have  been  always  examined, 
within  your  knowledge,  in  the  naval  office,”  and 
certified  by  the  naval  officer,  why  was  it  not  in 
the  power  of  the  naval  officer  to  discover  whether 
the  bonds  payable  had  come  to  maturity  or  not? 

Answer.  At  the  time  of  iny  being  deputy  in  the 
naval  office,  no  account  was  taken  of  the  bonds 
given,  as  that  belonged  entirely  <o  the  collector,  as 
he  possessed  the  power  of  collecting  the  amount  of 
duty  accruing  upon  each  importation,  either  by 
compelling  the  merchant  to  pay  cash,  or  give  his 
bond  for  the  security  ofthe  revenue. 


Question  15.  For  what  purpose  or  purposes  were 
“the  books  which  contain  all  Ihe  bonds  paid  and 
bonds  outstanding,”  examined  in  the  naval  office, 
as  stated  in  your  Sth  answer? 

Answer.  To  conform,  as  far  as  in  our  power,  to 
the  requisition  of  the  law,  iu  certilyitig  ail  bonds 
received  by  the  collector,  the  examination  of  the 
bond  abstracts,  furnished  the  treasury  department, 
was  made  with  the  account  kepi  by  the  cut  lector;  there 
being  no  means  iu  the  possession  of  the  naval  offi- 
cer by  which  such  examination  could  otherwise  be 
made 

Q mstion  16.  Do  you  mean  to  convey,  by  your 
foregoing  answers,  the  idea  that  the  only  examina- 
tion made  in  the  naval  office,  while  you  were  there, 
ofthe  accuracy  of  the  collector's  return  to  the  tiea- 
sury  department  of  “bonds  taken,  and  of  bonds  out- 
standing” for  duties,  consisted  in  comparing  said 
return,  as  furnished  by  him.  with  his  own  books  of 
“bonds  taken  and  bonds  outstanding”  also  furnish- 
ed, by  him  for  the  purpose  of  such  examination. 

Answer.  I answer,  yes;  such  is  my  meaning. 

Question  17.  Did  the  naval  officer  examine  and 
certify  any  of  the  collector’s  accounts  ot  expendi- 
ture while  you  were  in  the  naval  office? 

Answer.  He  did  not,  to  iny  knowledge. 

Question  18.  From  the  manner  adopted  in  the 
naval  office,  while  you  were  there,  of  checking  and 
testing  the  collector’s  account  of  bonds  taken  and 
bonds  outstanding,  did  the  naval  officer  know,  or 
could  he  discover,  whether  bonds  that  had  come  to 
maturity  were  unpaid,  or,  if  paid,  were  accounted 
for?  and  did  the  examination  of  such  account  of 
bonds  hold  the  collector  to  explain  why  such  bonds 
as  had  come  to  maturity,  without  appearing  to  be 
paid,  were  still  unpaid?  Was  such  explanation 
ordinarily  required  by  the  naval  officer  as  the  con- 
dition or  prerequisite  of  his  certifying  the  collector’s 
bond  account? 

Answer.  To  the  first  branch  of  the  above  inter- 
rogatory, I answer,  that  the  naval  officer  could  not, 
however,  discover  whether  bonds  that  had  come  to 
maturity  were  unpaid,  or  not;  or,  if  paid,  whelher 
they  were  accounted  for,  or  not.  To  the  second 
branch  of  the  interrogatory,  I answer  in  the  nega 
tive;  and  to  the  third  branch,  no  such  explanation 
was  required. 

Question  19.  From  your  knowledge  ofthe  man- 
ner in  which  the  duties  ofthe  naval  office  were  dis- 
charged, while  you  were  in  it,  and,  also,  from  the 
answers  you  have  already  given,  is  it  true,  or  not, 
that  the  whole  check  of  said  office  upon  the  collec- 
tor’s accuracy  and  faithfulness  consisted  entirely 
and  solely  in  an  examination  of  the  correctness  of 
Ihe  collector’s  estimate  and  assessment  of  the  du- 
ties required  by  law  upon  the  goods  and  merchan- 
dise entered  at  the  office  ofthe  collector? 

Answer.  The  principal  and  sole  check  on  the 
collector,  to  the  best  of  my  know  ledge,  consisted  in 
the  examination  of  the  correctness  of  the  duty  on 
each  entry,  3nd  the  collector’s  account  of  the  ag- 
gregate amount  accruing  quarterly  from  impost. 

George  W.  Coe  was  examined  as  a witness. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  1.  Are  you  the  son  of  Ihe  present  naval 
officer  of  the  port  of  New'  York;  and  are  you  de 
puty  naval  officer  of  said  port?  When  did  your 
lather,  and  when  did  you,  likewise,  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  your  respective  offices? 

Answer.  I am  the  son  of  William  S.  Coe,  the 
present  naval  officer  of  New  York,  and  his  deputy 
I think  my  father  went  into  his  present  office  on 
the  29th  March,  1S38;  and  my3elf,  as  deputy  naval 
officer,  at  the  same  time. 

Question  2.  Who  immediately  preceded  your 
father  in  the  naval  office,  and  who  preceded  your- 
self in  the  deputy  naval  office? 

Answer.  Enos  T.  Throop  preceded  my  father  as 
naval  officer,  and  John  T.  Ferguson  myself,  as  de- 
puty to  Mr.  Throop. 

Question  3.  Has  any  change  in  the  system  of 
executing  the  duties  of  said  office,  from  that  pur 
sued  by  Mr.  Throop,  been  adopted  since  Mr.  Coe’s 
term  commenced?  Are  any  other  records  kept  in 
said  office,  at  Ihis  time,  than  were  kepi  formerly  iu 
said  office;  and  is  the  examination  ofthe  collector’s 
quarterly  abstracts  and  accounts  any  other,  so  far 
as  your  knowledge  extends,  than  the  examination 
thereof  previously  made  in  said  naval  office.  If 
yea,  please  to  state  in  what  such  change  and  differ- 
ences consist. 

Answer.  There  have  been  several  changes  in 
executing  the  duties  of  the  naval  office,  since  the 
appointment  ot  my  father  as  naval  officer;  and  there 
are,  at  present,  other  tecords  kept  in  the  naval 
office  than  those  in  the  time  of  his  predecessor. 
The  method  of  examining  the  quarterly  abstract  is 
the  same,  as  far  as  Ihe  aggregate  amount  is  con- 
cerned; but  changes  have  been  made  as  regards  the  I 
examinations  of  the  other  accounts  in  the  collector’s 
office.  The  accounts  of  the  collector  are  not  certi-  j 


| fied  until  an  examination  has  been  maiie  from  the 
hooks  in  Ills  office. 

A record  ol  the  fees  of  tonnage  and  hospital 
money;  also,  the  fees  arising  from  exports,  and  a 
record  of  the  amount  ot  duties  paid  under  piotesl; 
and,  also,  an  account  ol  Ihe  daily  transactions  of 
collector’s  office,  so  lar  as  the  receipts  and  exp.  ndi- 
t ii res  are  concerned,  taken  from  the  collectoi’s  own 
books. 

Question  4.  What  is  the  nature  of  each  qnarteily 
abstract,  and  ol  each  quarterly  account,  made  by 
the  colit  ctor,  that  has  passed  under  examination  in 
said  naval  office,  pursuant  to  the  existing  syst.  in 
ol  discharging  the  duties  of  said  office?  Please 
designate  each  by  name,  and  specilv  the  nature  of 
its  contents. 

Answer  The  quarterly  ab-tract  is  an  account  of 
all  duties  received,  and  that  oi  the  collector  is  ex- 
amined in  the  naval  office  from  coi  respondi  ng 
books  and  papers  kept  in  the  naval  office,  and  by 
which  the  different  amounts  are  examined,  so  lai  as 
relates  to  the  total  amount;  but  the  different  amou  ts 
ol  cash  and  bond  duties  are  not  specified  in  s id 
quarterly  abstract;  and,  to  the  best  of  any  know- 
ledge, the  quaiterly  account  of  United  States  hos- 
pital money  for  the  last  quarter  was  examined  ly 
corresponding  accounts  kept  in  the  naval  office,  it 
may  have  been  done  previously;  I do  not  recollect 
ol  it,  or  other  accounts  which  are  examined  by 
similar  data.  J 

Question  5.  Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the 
changes  which  you  have  enumerated,  in  the  system 
of  conducting  the  duties  of  naval  officer,  was  said 
office  any  check  whatever  upon  any  class  of  errors 
or  deficits  or  defalcations  w hich  might  take  place’ 
in  the  collector’s  abstracts  and  accounts,  beyond 
lhat  of  detecting  errors  in  the  computation  of  the 
duties  payable  on  goods  that  had  been  entered?  if 
yea,  state  in  regard  to  what  other  abstract  or  ac- 
count of  the  collector,  said  naval  officer  was  a 
check  upon  the  collector’s  proceedings  or  defalca- 
tions. 

Answer.  Previous  to  the  present  method  of  con- 
ducting business  in  the  naval  office,  I do  not  consi- 
der that  it  was  any  check  whatever  upon  thp  office 
of  collector,  further  than  in  the  commutation  ol  the 
amounts  of  duties  received.  The  quarterly  ab- 
stract states  the  total  amount  of  duties  received  by 
the  collector;  but  whether  received  by  bonds  or 
cash,  the  naval  officer  possesses  no  corresponding 
accounts  to  determine;  but  lie  must  be  guided  by 
Ihe  books  of  Hip  collector,  so  lar  as  the  receipts  of 
cash  and  bonds  are  concerned;  and  no  books  are 
kept  in  the  naval  officp  by  which  the  naval  officer 
can  tell  when  bonds  fall  due,  or  whether  or  not 
said  bonds  are  paid  at  maturity. 

Question  6.  Under  the  existing  system  of  the  naval 
office,  is  the  naval  officer  enabled  to  determine 
either  what  amount  of  bonds  have  been  taki  n by 
the  collector  for  duties,  in  any  quarter,  or  who  are 
parties  to  said  bonds,  or  the  dates  of  such  bonds,  or 
when  they  are  payable,  or  when  any  such  bonds  are 
paid,  or  w hether  the  collector  does  or  not  account 

truly  for  bonds  that  have  b<  en  paid? 

Answer.  In  answer  to  Hip  sixth  interrogatory,  I 
have  to  state,  that  the  naval  office,  under  ils  exist- 
ing system,  is  not  enabled  eilher  to  determine  w hat 
amount  of  bonds  have  been  taken  by  Ihe  collector 
for  duties,  in  any  quarter,  or  who  are  the  patties  to 
said  bonds,  or  the  dates  of  said  bonds,  or  when  they 
are  payable,  or  when  such  bonds  are  paid,  or  whe- 
ther the  collector  does  or  does  not  account  truly  for 
such  bonds. 

From  the  preceding  testimony,  the  committee 
report  as  established  facts: 

1.  That  the  late  naval  officer  at  the  the  port  of 
New  York,  throughout  the  term  of  his  service  from 
1829  to  1838,  wholly  disregarded  the  requiiements 
ofthe  law  prescribing  the  duties  ol  his  office. 

2.  Thai  said  naval  officer,  for  the  same  period, 
wholly  disregarded  the  instructions  ofthe  comptrol- 
ler ofthe  treasury,  of  November  10.  1821. 

3.  That  said  naval  officer,  by  so  disregarding  the 
requirements  of  law  and  the  instructions  of  the 
treasury  department,  culpably  neglected  to  keep 
the  accounts  and  records  appertaining  to  his  office 
and  thereby  renderrd  his  office  nugatory  as  a check 
upon  the  accounts  of  the  collector. 

4.  That  if  the  duties  of  said  naval  officer,  as  au- 
thorised and  directed  by  existing  laws,  had  been 
executed  with  proper  care  and  vigilance,  thev 
would  have  rendered  it  impracticable  lor  any  fraud 
or  error  in  any  of  the  accounts  of  the  collector  of 
said  port  to  escape  immediate  detection. 

5.  That  the  culpable  disregard  of  the  plain  re- 
quirements oflaw  and  of  treasury  instructions  pre- 
scribing the  duties  of  naval  officers,  by  said  na>  al 
officr,  and  his  continued  neglect  of  'official  duly, 
are  a primary  cause  of  the  immense  defalcations  of 
the  late  collector  at  New  York, 

[to  be  continued.] 
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The  honorable  Albert  Gallatin  has  presented  all  his 
manuscripts  and  charts,  relating  to  the  Maine  boun- 
dary line,  to  the  New  York  Historical  society.  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  one  of  the  commissioners,  it  will  be  re 
membered,  who  was  appointed  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment, to  settle  that  important  question. 

The  New  York  American,  a leading  paper,  coin- 
men. s strongly  in  favor  of  the  nomination  of  general 
Scott  for  the  presidency. 

Peace  between  France  and  Mexico.  We  perceive  that 
a convention  of  peace  has  been  signed  by  the  ministerial 
agents  of  these  two  governments.  The  port  of  Vera 
Cruz  is  relieved  from  blockade. 

General  Scott  has  been  nominated  by  the  democrats 
of  Rochester.  Among  those  who  signed  the  call  were 
many  “original  Jackson  men.’’ 

The  ensuingelections  in  Virginia,  according  to  a late 
Jaw  of  the  legislature,  will  take  place  on  the  4th  Thurs- 
day in  May;  and  thereafter  on  the  4th  Thursday  in 
April  annually. 

The  1th  regiment  of  XJ.  S.  infantry.  This  veteran 
regiment,  which  was  with  general  Jackson  in  the  Se 
mmole  war,  and  for  the  last  twenty  years  stationed  in 
the  wild  regions  of  Arka  isas,  where  some  of  the  officers, 
it  is  said,  have  resided  during  the  whole  time,  and  have 
never  seen  a rail  road  or  canal,  arrived  recently  at  New 
Orleans,  on  its  way  to  Florida. 

The  wandering  piper.  This  extraordinary  man,  who 
had  so  recently  been  employed  at  the  Northumberland 
tavern, was  bur. ed  yesterday,  having'expiredoti  Monday 
in  one  of  the  Dublin  hospitals  for  distressed  individuals. 
His  name  has  been  kept  a . secret  from  all,  I believe,  but 
his  spiritual  guide.  His  statement  was,  that,  many  years 
ago  he  made  a wager,  binding  himself  to  pursue  that  ex- 
traordinary career  of  life  he  had  so  long  adopted.  Had 
he  relinquished  that  undertaking,  he  was,  wont  to  say, 
his  family  would  lose  the  large  wager  in  question,  which 
of  c mrse,  is  cancelled  no.v;  that  is,  if  it  ever  was 
made;  for  the  termination  of  his  career  would  induce  a 
belief  that  the  whole  was  the  professional  ruse  of  a cun- 
ning, close  man.  [ Herald 

The  Detroit  Advertiser  states  that  the  most  active 
measures  have  been  taken  by  the  military  to  strengthen 
and  improve  fort  Malden,  and  a large  number  of  men 
are  erecting  block  houses  on  Bois  Blanc  Island.  Nego- 
tiations have  been  commenced  for  the  purchase  of  the 
steamboats  Illinois  and  Champlain. 

Mr.  George  Churchward,  a commission  merchant  at 
Mob.le,  was  killed  by  the  contents  of  a pistol  discharg- 
ed by  C.  B.  Churchill,  a cotton  broker.  The  occur- 
rence took  place  at  the  house  of  the  latter,  who  imme- 
diately delivered  himself  up  to  the  authorities. 

[ National  Gazette. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th  ult.,  a murder  was  committed 
on  board  of  a store  boat  on  the  Ohio  river  near  Flint 
Island.  The  boat  was  found  partly  sunk — having  drift- 
ed on  a rock. 

It  is  stated  that  a company  of  young  men  in  Colum- 
bus, O.iio,  are  enlisting  an  expedition  to  the  Oregon 
territory,  with  a view  to  plant  a scion  of  the  republic 
beyond  the  shadows  of  the  Rocky  mountains. 

Twenty-five  soldiers  have  deserted  from  the  Ameri- 
can troops,  and  the  most  of  them  are  announced  in  the 
Kingston,  U.  C.  Herald  as  having  arrived  at  that  place. 
Thirty  dollars  a piece  is  offered  for  their  apprehension. 

Steam  packet  navigation  is  on  the  eve  of  active  ope- 
ration between  New  York  and  Bordeaux.  A large 
company,  with  extensive  capital,  has  been  established 
in  the  latter  city. 

The  following  cases  are  quoted  from  an  exchange 
paper: 

Justice.  At  the  general  sessions  for  Broome  county, 
last  week,  an  individual  indicted  for  an  assault  and 
battery,  (for  stabbing  a citizen  with  a dirk  knife),  was 
brought  before  the  court  tor  trial.  The  prisoner  plead- 
ed guilty , and  was  sentenced  by  the  court  to  a hue  of 
twenty  shillings.' 

A witness  who  failed  to  appear  after  being  duly  sub- 
poenaed, did  not  come  off  quite  so  well.  He  was  brought 
up  for  contempt  of  court,  and  compelled  to  pay  a fine 
of  ten  dollars. 

An  honest  man!  A few  years  ago  Mr.  John  Ray,  of 
Sunderland,  finding  his  circumstances  to  be  in  a stale 
of  embarrassment,  called  his  creditors  together,  and 
after  laying  his  affairs  before  them,  compounded  with 
them  for  ten  shillings  in  the  pound.  Some  oi  Mr.  Ray’s 
friends,  believing  him  to  he  an  honest  man.  assisted  him 
again  to  commence  business,  which  he  has  since  pro- 
secuted with  so  much  success  that  on  Wednesday  lie 
invited  his  creditors  to  dine  with  him,  and  receive  ilieir 
debis  in  full,  with  interest  from  the  dare  of  his  composi- 
tion! This  last  the  creditors  unanimously  refused  to 
accept;  and,  further,  to  mark  their  deep  sense  of  Mr. 
Rav’s  honorable  conduct,  entered  into  a subscription  to 
purchase  for  him  a suitable  testimonial  of  their  high  ad- 
miration of  his  rare  integrity.  [ Sunderland  Herald. 

Tlie  act  for  the  regulation  of  fare  on  the  rail  roads  of 
New  Jersey  passed  to  a third  reading  in  the  legislature 
of  that  sla'e.  Way  passengers  are  not  to  be  charged 
more  than  four  cents  per  mile  for  any  in'eme  diate  dis- 
tance between  this  ri  v and  New  York.  The  act  is 
not  to  take  effect  unless  the  companies  accept  it. 


We  learn  from  the  Portland  Advertiser,  that  the  brig 
Susan  and  Elizabeth,  of  New  York,  Wm.  Gorham,  jr. 
master,  from  Mdntevideo,  for  Boston,  loaded  with  wool, 
hides  and  tallow,  went  ashore  at  Well’s  Beach,  on  Fri- 
day morning  about  3 o’clock. 

The  act  of  the  Massachusetts  legislature  granting 
1 200,000  dollars  to  the  western  rail  road  has  received 
the  governor’s  signature,  and  is  now  a law. 

Revolutionary  army.  We  find  the  following  in  an 
old  Vermont  paper: 

The  number  of  regulars  furnished  to  the  revolution- 
ary army  vv  ere — 

By  New  England  ...  147,441 

By  the  middle-states  - 53,501 

By  the  southern  states  - - - 50,997 

It  appears  by  t he  above,  that  New  England,  consist- 
ing ot  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island 
and  Connecticut,  furnished  more  troops  for  the  defence 
of  the  country  than  the  other  nine  states,  by  3,872.  The 
number  of  troops  furnished  by  South  Carolina  was 
6 447 — by  Massachusetts  07,207 — Georgia  2, 698 — Con- 
necticut 31,939! 

An  improved  method  of  making  coffee.  Put  your  cof- 
fee (after  grinding)  into  a flannel  bag,  tie  it  closely, 
(allowing  it  sufficient  room  to  boil  freely),  put  it  in  the 
boiler,  adding  as  much  water  as  .may  lie  required. 
After  boiling,  it  will  be  found  to  be  perfectly  clear,  with- 
out the  adunion  ol  egg,  &c.  Having  likewise  the  ad- 
vantage of  retaining  its  original  flavor  and  strength  in 
greater  perfection  than  when  clarified. 

We  understand  that  about  thirty  sail  of  fishing  ves- 
sels (most  of  them  new)  have  been  added  to  the  Grand 
Bank  fleet  at  Marblehead,  (lie  present  season,  making 
in  all  nearly  100  sail.  This  is  a larger  number,  we  be- 
lieve, than  has  been  employed  in  the  fisheries  in  that 
town  since  1789,  in  which  year  124  vessels  were  en- 
gaged in  the  Grand  Bank  fishery  alone.  May  abun- 
dant success  reward  the  enterprise  of  our  Marrnarac- 
rian  neighbors.  [Salem  Adv. 

Baltimore  city  post  office.  It  is  now  stated,  says  the 
Baltimore  Patriot,  that  Mr.  Skinner  is  to  abdicate  on 
the  first  of  June  next,  and  that  Mr.  Vanzant  is  then  to 
take  possession  of  the  post  office. 

We  notice  that,  in  a public  meeting  recently  held  in 
London,  the  private  debts  in  Great  Britain  are  down  at 
§20,000,000,000! ! ! 

General  Jackson.  We  learn  from  the  Nashville  Whig 
of  the  I8th  inst.  that  general  Jackson  was  confined  to 
ins  bed  by  illness.  He  has  recovered. 

The  legislature  of  Wisconsin  have  passed  a law  al- 
lowing twelve  per  cent,  interest  for  money,  the  parties 
mutually  consenting.  This  is  a virtual  repeal  of  the 
usury  laws;  or  nearly  so. 

What  other  city  can  say  it?  It  appears  by  the  official 
reports  t hat  all  the  boys  in  die  city  of  Boston  are  mem- 
bers oi  the  public  and  private  schools — save  33  alone. 
The  whole  number  is  16,880.  There  is  no  parallel  to 
this  in  any  quarter  oi  the  w orld.  [ Evening  Star. 

Ex  president  Adams  lias  accepted  the  invitation  of  ihe 
New  York  iiistorical  society,  io  pronounce  before  it  an 
addresson  the  approaching  fiftieth  anniversary  of  die 
inauguration  of  Washington  as  the  first  president  of  die 
United  States. 

Dinner  io  general  Scott.  We  learn  from  the  Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer  that  the  committee  of  arrangements 
appointed  in  April,  1337,  to  make  the  necei-sary  dis- 
positions for  giving  a public  dinner  to  general  Scott, 
which  compliment  was  then  postponed,  at  the  requesi 
of  the  general,  io  a more  fitting  season,  the  country 
being  then  involved  in  the  financial  embarrassments 
of  that  trying  year,  is  lo  hold  a meeting  l his  evening, 
for  carrying  into  effect  now  the  object  ot  their  appoint- 
ment. [ N . Y.  Com. 

Value  of  our  improvements.  From  the  Pittsburg  Advo- 
cate, April  2.  We  were  sui  priseu  and  gratified  yesterday 
on  visiting  ihe  steamboat  Mume,  capt.  Durham,  to  learn 
that  her  large  cargo,  consisting  wholly  ot  bacon,  bulk 
po  k,  and  lard,  front  below,  there  were  one  hundred 
and  seventy  casks  bacon  which  site  had  brought  from 
Beardstown,  Illinois  river, Tor  shipment  via  tlie  Penn- 
sylvania canal  to  Philadelphia.  This  parcel  of  bacon 
is  but  pari  of  a thousand  hogsheads  put  up  at  the  same 
place,  designated  for  the  Philadelphia  market  by  the 
same  route. 

This  is  die  first  instance  known  to  us  of  a large  ship- 
ment of  the.  produce  of  that  part  of  Illinois  being  di- 
verted from  the  New  Orleans  route,  hitherto  its  accus- 
tomed marxet.  We  advert  to  die  fact  with  pleasure,  as 
another  testimoni  il  ot  the  value  to  Pittsburg,  to  Phila- 
delpnia,  and  to  Pennsylvania  at  large,  of  our  great  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements.  If  such  fruits  are  pro- 
duced by  our  improvements  in  their  infancy,  what 
may  we  not  expect  from  them  when  they  have  grown 
o.d  and  established  their  character  throughout  the 
west  ? 

The  cost  of  transportation  from  Beardstown  to  Pitts- 
burg is  no  more  than  it  would  have  cost  to  New  Or- 
leans, sny  50  cents  per  100  lbs.  The  cost  hence  to 
Philadelphia  will  be,  87  cents  per  100  lbs. 

On  Wednesday  evening  a desolating  fire  swept  off 
nearly  die  whole  of  the  block  of  builcings  bounded  by 
St.  Joseph,  St  Louis,  Conception,  and  St.  Michael 
streets.  The  brick  dwelling  of  Mr.  Jude,  corner  of  St. 
Joseph  and  Sf.  Michael  streets,  and  the  brick  stable 
belonging  to  William  Jones,  jr.  corner  of  St.  Joseph 
and  St.  Louis  streets,  were  barriers  which  arrested  the 


flames  eastivardly,  and  saved  the  whole  front  on  Sf. 
Joseph  street.  The  three  sides  on  tlie  other  streets, 
and  die  whole  of  the  interior  of  the  blook,  including 
out-houses  and  stables  belonging  to  the  dwelling  on  St. 
Joseph  street,  are  totally  destroyed.  Nothing  was 
standing  yesterday  but  some  twenty  stacks  of  chim- 
neys, marking  the  exient  ot  the  desolation.  The  num- 
ber of  dwelling  houses  burnt  is  about  ten  or  eleven, 
besides  some  small  shops  and  the  extensive  livery  sta- 
ble on  Conception  street.  [Mobile  Jour.  March  29. 

The  governor  of  Missouri  has  negotiated  a state  loan 
with  the  bank  of  Missouri  of  three  hundred  and  forty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  Of  this  sum,  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  are  10  go  towards  paying  the  expenses  of 
the  troops  called  out  to  drive  the  Mormons  from  the 
state,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
for  building  a capitol,  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  for 
works  of  internal  improvement. 

Dinner  to  Wm.  C.  Rives.  The  political  friends  of 
this  gentleman  in  Albermarle  have  tendered  him  a 
public  dinner,  to  be  given  in  Charlottesville  on  tlie  20th 
instant. 

Mr.  S'aniy,  tlie  independent  representative  from  the 
Newbern  district  in  North  Carolina,  was  received  with 
open  arms  by  his  constituents  on  his  late  return  to 
them  from  his  attendance  in  congress.  At  a public 
meeting  in  his  native  town  (Ne  wbern),  resolutions  were 
passed  approving  his  course  in  congress,  and  inviting 
him,  in  token  of  respect,  to  a public  dinner.  Tlie  cum- 
pliment  was  acknowledged  by  Mr.  S.  in  becoming 
terms,  but  tlie  acceptance  of  the  dinner  declined  on  tlie 
ground  of  the  necessity  for  iris  immediate  return  to  his 
residence,  at  Washington,  N.  C. 

The  Wheeling  Gazette  of  the  29th  ultimo,  gives  a list 
of  fifty-four  steamboat  arrivals  and  as  many  departures 
during  the  previous  week — and  all  of  these  were  either 
from  or  on  their  way  to  Pittsburgh.  Besides  this  num- 
ber there  are  tiiree  running  daily  to  Beaver  and  lo  Wells- 
viile;  six  plying  on  the  Monongahela  and  three  on  the 
Allegheny,  must  also  he  kept  in  view  to  form  ail  ade- 
quate notion  of  the  steamboat  business  of  Pittsburgh. 

Capiain  Pell,  of  the  Havre  packet  Utica,  arrived  at 
New  York,  reports  that  on  tlie  21st  ultimo,  in  lat.  44 
45,  long.  48,  lie  fell  in  with  fields  of  ice  in  great  extent, 
and  bergs  of  mountainous  dimensions,  some  being  two 
hundred  feet  in  height.  He  ran  southward  90  miles 
and  westward  100  miles  through  the  fields  and  islands 
of  ice. 

Remarkable  statue  of  Jeremy  Bentham.  Dr.  Souther- 
wood  Smith,  of  Southampton,  (Eng  ),  to  whom  Jeremy 
Bentham  bequeathed  his  body,  has,  it  appears,  embalm- 
ed the  same,  and  taken  from  it  a perfect  east  of  tlie  ori- 
ginal, sealed  in  his  chair,  with  his  flowing  locks,  antique 
costume,  &c. 

Expensive  honors.  Lord  Durham,  in  his  brief  go- 
vernments of  the  Canadas,  expended  over  §45,000  from 
his  own  purse. 

The  war  over  The  Portland  Argus  of  March  29th, 
announces  the  arrival,  on  the  preceding  day,  of  the  de- 
tachments from  that.  ci:y  which  have  been  serving  their 
country  in  the  tented  field — that  is,  among  the  swamps 
and  pine  barrens  of  the  disputed  territory.  T wo  deaths 
occurred  in  tlie  progress  of  the  campaign;  David  Pious- 
ton,  a volunteer  from  Belfast,  died  at  the  camp,  and 
Stephen  Wood,  of  Iiiram,  was  carried  off  suddenly,  by 
apoplexy,  at  the  barrack  near  Huuiton. 

Spontaneous  combustion.  The  Worcester  Manufac- 
turers Mutual  Fire  Insurance  company  have  issued  a 
circular,  stating  that  several  woollen  mills  have  been 
destroyed  by  spontaneous  combustion,  arising  from  the 
bad  quality  oi  the  oil  employed  in  oiling  tlie  wool;  and 
caution  all  manufacturers  from  purchasing  oil  unless  it 
is  ascertained  by  proper  tests  to  be  perfectly  pure. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  lias  recognised  E- 
de  Wolff  as  consul  of  his  majesty  tlie  king  of  the  Neth- 
erlands, for  ihe  stale  of  Alabama,  and  the  territory  of 
Florida,  to  reside  at  Mobile. 

Commercial  enterprise.  During  the  domination  of 
Bonaparte,  sugar,  coflee,  tobacco,  cotton-twist,  &c. 
were  sent  by  sea  from  London  to  Salonica,  in  (Europe, 
Turkey),  w'-ence  these  goods  were  carried  on  horses 
and  mules  across  Servia  and  Hungary,  into  tlie  whole 
ot  Germany,  and  even  into  France;  so  that  goods  were 
consumed  at  Calais,  coming  from  England,  only  seven 
leagues  distant,  which  goo„..s  had  made  a circuit  equi- 
valent, as  far  as  expense  went,  to  a voyage  twice  round 
the  world. 

A gang  of  counterfeiters  was -arrested  in  New  Bed- 
ford on  Tuesday  by  the  police  officers,  who  surprised 
two  of  them  while  busily  engaged  in  coining  counter- 
feit half  dollars.  Six  persons  were  committed  for  ex- 
amination, and  about  two  bushels  of  spurious  coin, 
together  with  machinery,  dies,  &e.  taken  into  custody. 
Counterfeit  bank  notes  were  also  found  on  the  prison- 
ers. 

An. article  is  going  the  rounds  of  the  papers  abroad 
that  sir  John  Harvey  saved  tlie  life  of  general  Scott  at 
Chippewa,  some  time  daring  tlie  last  year.  This  is  a 
misapprehension;  Scott  saved  Harvey’s  life  at  that  time 
and  place. 

Old  England  against  the  world.  The  New  York 
Express  says: 

A cask  of  clover  seed  from  London  was  sold  yester- 
day by  auction,  which  proved  to  be  colored  purple  to 
suit  this  market.  The  fraud  was  detected.  The  hold- 
ers here  knew  nothing  of  the  transaction. 
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flC^The  readers  of  the  ‘-Register”  have  been 
informed  of  the  death  of  HEZEKIAH  NILES,  the 
founder  and,  for  twenty-five  years,  the  editor  of  this 
work.  This  event,  though  long  anticipated,  has 
afflicted  his  beloved  family  with  the  most  poignant 
grief,  and  caused  deep  regret  in  that  numerous  circle 
of  friends  who  loved  3nd  admired  him  for  his  many 
virtues.  For  no  man  that  ever  lived  fulfilled  more 
faithfully  the  duties  of  a citizen,  husband,  father 
and  friend,  or  has  left  behind  him  more  honorable 
testimonials  of  his  desire  to  promote  the  honor  and 
interests  of  his  country  and  the  happiness  of  indi- 
viduals. His  eiforts  as  a patriot  and  ^aod  citizen 
are  acknowledged  by  all,  arid  have  left  an  impres- 
sion upon  the  age  in  which  he  lived  which  Time 
cannot  efface;  but  only  those  who  came  within 
the  influence  of  the  circle  in  which  he  moved  can 
fully  appreciate  those  gentle  virtues  which  caused 
his  family  and  friends  to  cling  to  him  with  such 
heart-felt  devotion,  and  to  regard  his  course  of  life 
as  an  illustration  of  all  that  is  honorable  and  estima- 
ble in  human  nature. 

His  life  was  one  of  painful  vicissitudes  and  un- 
remitting toil;  but  it  is  a proud  consolation  to  his 
family  and  friends  to  know,  that  he  has  closed  his 
long  and  eventful  career,  without  leaving  an  ene- 
my behind  him,  or  the  slightest  blemish  upon  his 
good  name — and  that  many,  very  many,  to  whom 
the  melancholy  tidings  have  come,  will  bless  his  me- 
mory as  that  of  a benefactor  and  friend.  His  heart 
and  his  hand  were  ever  open  to  the  poor  and  the  dis- 
tressed, and  there  are  many  in  the  city  in  which  he 
spent  so  many  years  of  his  life,  and  elsewhere,  who 
will  cheerfully  testify,  that  to  his  advice  and  his  as- 
sistance, they  owe  allcf  earthly  good  they  enjoy.  No 
man  in  that  populous  city  was  more  resorted  to  for 
counsel  and  assistance;  and  among  the  laboring 
classes,  but  especially  among  the  members  of  that 
profession  of  which  he  was  proud  to  be  ranked  a 
member,  his  practical  good  sense  and  sound  judg- 
ment had  a degree  of  weight  and  influence  only 
equalled  by  the  conviction  that  he  was  deeply  in- 
terested in  their  happiness. 

His  public  career  as  the  editor  of  the  “Register” 
and  the  advocate  of  the  American  System,  properly 
belongs  to  a history  of  the  times;  and  as  soon  as  the 
materials  can  be  collected,  we  intend  to  present  a 
history  of  his  life  and  writings  to  the  public,  through 
the  pages  of  this  work;  in  which  we  will  endeavor 
to  do  justice  to  his  memory,  by  exhibiting  his  de- 
votion to  his  beloved  country  and  his  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  happiness  of  his  fellow  men. 

General  Scott.  It  will  be  seen,  by  the  cor- 
respondence inserted  in  the  present  sheet,  that  gen. 
Scott  has  declined  the  dinner  tendered  to  him  in 
New  York.  He  left  this  city,  where  he  has  been 
for  some  days  past,  on  Wednesday  for  New  York. 

Isaac  L.  Varian,  esq.  the  candidate  of  the 
friends  of  the  administration,  has  been  elected  mayor 
of  New  York  over  Aaron  Clark , esq.  the  present 
mayor  and  the  candidate  of  the  vvhigs. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  publishes  the  annexed 
table  ol  votes,  which,  (hough  estimated  in  part,  will 
not,  it  is  supposed,  vary  much  from  the  original: 


Wards. 

April,  1839. 

Clark,  W. 

Varian, 

1 

677 



2 

461 



3 

634 



4 

— 

22 

5 

129 

— 

6 

— 

172 

7 

— 

27 

8 

— 

105 

9 

— 

567 

10 

— 

625 

11 

— 

992 

12 

— 

250 

13 

— 

438 

14 

— 

187 

15 

767 

— 

16 

— 

150 

17 

— 

315 

Total, 

2,668 

3,850 

2,668 

Varian ’s 

majority, 

1,182 
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The  election  of  aldermen  and  assistants  has  re- 
sulted in  the  choice  of  the  administration  candidates 
in  twelve  wards,  and  of  whigs  in  five  wards — mak- 
ing an  administration  majority  of  seven  in  each 
board. 

The  election  was  conducted  with  great  riot— and 
some  disgraceful  outrages  took  place  during  the 
three  days  it  was  held. 

The  boundary  question.  The  editors  of  the 
Boston  Post  have  received  Halifax  papers  to  the 
2d  instant.  In  publishing  the  account  of  the  agree- 
ment entered  into  between  general  Scott,  governor 
Fairfield,  and  lieutenant  governor  Harvey,  the 
Times  says: 

“We  have  no  room  for  comment.  Our  readers 
will  form  their  own  on  this  queer-like,  but  to  New 
Brunswick,  dangerous  diplomatic  arrangement.” 

The  Times  contains  a “district  general  order,” 
recalling  the  militia  from  the  disputed  territory. 

Texas.  Intelligence  from  Texas  has  been  re- 
ceived to  the  30th  u It.  The  political  news  is  not 
of  much  interest.  The  Redlander  of  Nacogdoches 
publishes  the  incipient  proceedings  of  the  trial, 
which  took  place  in  that  town,  of  eight  Mexicans, 
accused  of  having  in  the  month  of  August  last 
raised  their  arms  against  the  republic,  and  of  hav- 
ing excited  the  savages  to  hostiliries. 

It  appears  that  the  trade  between  New  Orleans 
and  Texas,  by  way  of  the  Sabine,  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing. Most  of  the  people  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Texas  obiain  their  goods  by  that  route.  The 
merchants  of  Nacogdoches,  who  formerly  were 
supplied  by  the  Red  liver,  now  have  recourse  to 
the  Sabine. 

The  country  between  the  Guadaloupe  and  the 
Colarado  is  rapidly  filling  up  with  farms.  Many 
immigrants  arrive  daily.  The  settlements  extend 
beyond  Gonzales,  and  the  people  of  that  territory 
are  choosing  new  sites  for  towns  and  villages. 

A beautiful  specimen  of  native  gold  was  found  in 
the  mountains  about  150  miles  northwest  of  Bexar. 
Steatite  and  sulphuret  of  iron  was  found  on  the 
banks  of  Rio  Frio.  The  last  mentioned  ore  was 
found  in  large  quantities,  and  was  at  first  supposed 
to  be  silver  ore. 

On  the  21st  ult.  a public  dinner  was  given  to 
general  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  at  which  he 
made  a long  and  interesting  speech,  and  concluded 
with  the  following  toast: 

The  republic  of  Texas — She  has  the  same  title  to 
the  vast  and  magnificent  territory  situated  between 
the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Sabine  that  the  United 
States  has  to  her  domain  north  of  that  line — a vio- 
lated charter — a victorious  sword — free  institutions, 
and  an  unconquerable  people  to  defend  them. 

The  Houston  Telegraph  states  that  general 
Hamilton  and  colonel  Butler,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  colonel  White,  of  Florida,  have  filed  their  de- 
clarations, recording  their  intention  of  becoming 
citizens  of  Texas,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  land 
simply. 

The  New  Orleans  Courier  gives  the  following 
explanation  of  the  procedure: 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  constitution  of  the 
new  republic  does  not  require  a renunciation  of  all 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  to  become  a citizen; 
and  that  general  Hamilton,  in  a speech  at  Galves- 
ton, declared  he  had  not,  and  would  not,  abandon 
allegiance  to  his  native  country;  but  that,  having 
lands  in  the  new  state,  he  wished  to  put  himself  in 
a position  to  defend  them.  The  other  gentlemen 
also  made  large  purchases  of  lands,  to  hold  which 
requires  a citizenship,  or  quasi  citizenship.  Gene- 
ral Lafayette  was  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  a subject  of  France,  at  the  same  time;  and  gene- 
ral Bernard,  at  present  a minister  of  war  in  Fiance, 
was  a citizen,  and  brigadier  general  in  our  service. 

The  Galveston  Gazette  of  the  22d  states  that  a 
larger  number  of  emigrants  had  arrived  at  that  port 
in  the  ten  preceding  day3  than  ever  before  in  the 
same  time.  Three  steam  packets  and  several  sail- 
ing vessels  from  the  United  States  were  there  bu- 
sily engaged  in  loading  and  unloading.  Large 
quantities  of  cotton  were  arriving  for  transporta- 1 
tion  to  England,  and  it  was  said  that  two  other  ves- 
sels were  nearly  due  from  Liverpool. 

The  Gazette  says:  “it  is  no  longer  a misnomer, 
to  call  this  the  city  of  Galveston.  Such  it  now  be- 
gins to  seem.  A hundred  buildings  are  now  going 


up,  embracing  fine  hotels,  academies  and  private 
dwellings,  one  or  two  cotton  presses  are  in  contem- 
plation and  any  estimate  of  the  probable  improve- 
ment of  the  approaching  summer,  might  excite  ridi- 
cule from  persons  abroad.  Such  an  animated  sight 
as  our  harbor  has  presented  during  the  last  week, 
would  reflect  no  discredit  upon  some  of  the  most 
important  ports  of  the  United  States.” 

Latest  from  Buenos  Ayres  and  Brazil. 
By  the  brig  Pilgrim,  captain  Godfrey,  we  have  Rio 
Janeiro  papers  to  February  7th. 

A letter  from  Montevideo,  which  must  have  been 
written  near  the  close  of  January,  states  that  va- 
rious French  officers  had  the  noble  daring  to  come 
with  their  boats  near  to  the  shore  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
aud  leap  into  the  water,  in  order  to  rescue  sundry 
persons  who  had  been  proscribed  by  Rosas.  Amidst 
the  ravages  of  war  and  of  tyranny,  adds  the  Jornal 
do  Commercio,  these  acts  of  heroism  are  honorable 
to  humanity. 

We  find  no  mention  of  Buenos  Ayres  having 
been  bombarded  by  the  French;  but  as  our  file  is 
incomplete,  it  may  have  possibly  taken  place  not- 
withstanding. [Jour,  of  Com. 

Money  market,  stocks,  &c.  From  the  United 
States  Gazette  of  Wednesday  last.  In  the  ordinary 
language  of  business,  money  is  scarce.  The  mar- 
ket is  tight,  and  of  course  sums  required  to  meet 
engagements  command  a large  rate  of  interest.  And 
yet  we  believe  that  (lie  deposites  in  the  banks  were 
never  greater  than  at  tile  present  moment.  This  of 
course  is  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  our  affairs; 
men  of  capital  are  awaiting  the  entire  disposal  of 
the  boundary  question  before  they  will  let  abroad 
the  large  supplies  which  await  some  profitable  and 
permanent  disposal. 

We  refer  out  readers  to  the  report  of  sales  of 
stocks  at  the  boards  held  yesterday.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  transactions  were  large,  and  generally  at 
an  advanced  price.  After  the  adjournment  of  the 
second  board  the  following  sales  were  made: 

12  share  U.  S.  bank,  113£ 

10  do.  Vicksburg,  do.  57^ 

20  do.  Schuylkill  navigation  117* 

41  do.  Wilrninglon  rail  road,  5i£ 

30  do.  Vicksburg,  57^ 

Business,  however,  did  not  close  with  the  above 
stated  transactions,  as  on  inquiry  we  learn  that  con- 
siderable business  was  subsequently  done.  There 
was  bidden  57  1-2  for  50  shares  of  Vicksburg,  cash 
or  fen  days — -100  shares  of  Vicksburg  were  offered 
at  57  3-4 — $50  was  bid  for  Mechanics’  bank,  and 
50  1-2  asked — $113  was  bid  for  50  share  U.  S.  bank, 
one  share  offered  at  113  1-2,  and  50  at  114 — Girard 
bank  was  firm  at  50,  and  51  1-2  was  readily  bid  for 
Wilmington  rail  road,  51  3-4  was  asked. 

From  these  facts  an  idea  may  be  obtained  of  our 
money  market.  Those  who  read  such  articles  as 
this  with  interest  understand,  of  course,  that  the 
prices  of  stocks  are  not  always  governed  by  the  di- 
vidend declared,  nor  does  a small  depreciation  de- 
note any  diminution  of  confidence  in  the  institutions. 
The  amount  of  the  stock  in  market,  or  liable  to  be 
brought  forward,  has  an  important  bearing  upon  the 
price. 

The  New  York  Express  says:  “Business  this 
spring  has  disappointed  the  expectations  of  the  san- 
guine, and  even  of  many  who  are  quite  considerate. 
The  consequence  has  been,  especially  in  our  city, 
that  a gloomy  feeling  has  spread  over  the  minds  of 
many  businessmen,  and  this  has  tended  to  increase 
the  mischief.  Money  is  scarce,  when  every  body 
expected  it  would  be  plenty;  credits  are  dubious, 
when  all  expected  a brisk  demand  at  a profit.  Well, 
what  of  it?  The  cause  of  the  depression  is  tempo- 
rary, and  by  no  means  radical;  and  the  check  to 
business,  such  as  it  is,  will  doubtless  be  salutary  in 
the  end,  though  not  for  the  present  agreeable.” 

The  Express,  speaking  of  the  exchange  between 
that  city  and  the  south,  states  that  the  southern 
stocks  for  sale  in  New  York  are  falling  in  price, 
owing  to  a want  of  confidence.  It  then  adds: 

The  banks  in  New  Orleans  are  determined  to  pay 
specie.  Exchange  is  consequently  about  par;  but 
on  Alabama  and  Mississippi  confidence  is  destroyed, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  regulate  bank  checks,  if  at  all’ 
better  than  ten  per  cent,  discount.  This  state  of 
things  will  be  exceedingly  injurious  to  the  trading 
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interest  of  that  section  of  country  as  well  as  to  this 
city.  Merchants  here  sold  their  goods  last  fall  un- 
der a ftili  belief  that  there  would  be  little  or  no  de- 
ference in  the  rate  of  exchange.  The  profits  on 
goods  were  placed  accordingly.  The  charge  ol 
paying  ten  or  more  per  cent,  on  getting  funds  home, 
will  fall  heavily  on  the  merchant. 

Sales  at  the  New  York  stock  exchange,  April  10. 

50  shares  United  States  bank  113  3-4 

105  “ Canton  company  42  l-2a4-l 

Exchange  -Bills  on  England  $4  82a$4  84  (8  1-2 
a9  per  cent.)  and  on  France  5f.  20. 

Sales  of  stock  at  Philadelphia,  April  10. 

55  shares  United  States  bank  113  1 2 

The  transactions  at  the  board  were  very  limited 
yesterday,  but  showed  a decided  improvement  in 

Iirices — not  only  in  speculative  stocks,  but  our  own 
ocal  banks. 

Money  is  still  very  tight,  and  we  cannot  look  for 
any  great  change  until  after  the  arrival  of  the  Great 
Western. 

Treasury  circular.  We  find  the  following  in 
a New  York  paper: 

CIRCULAR. 

i Treasury  department. 

Comptroller's  office,  April  2d,  1839. 
Sir:  It  being  understood,  with  respect  to  salt  im- 
ported in  sacks,  that  a diversity  of  practice  exists  at 
some  of  the  custom  houses,  in  consequence  of  the 
sacks  not  being  considered  in  the  light  of  dutiable 
charges  on  the  salt  while  they  are  so  regarded  at 
others,  the  subject  has  recently  been  taken  into  con- 
sideration with  a view  to  make  the  practice  in  the 
assessment  of  duty  uniform. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  15th  section  of  the 
act  of  July  14,  1332,  declares  “that  the  ad  valorem 
rates  of  duty  on  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandise 
shall  be  estimated  in  the  manner  following:  to  the 
actual  cost,  if  the  same  shall  have  been  procured 
otherwise  than  by  purchase,  at  the  time  and  place 
when  and  where  purchased  or  otherwise  procured, 
or  to  the  appraised  value,  if  appraised,  shall  be  added 
all  charges,  except  insurances. 

By  the  8th  section  ol  the  act  of  1820,  the  values  of 
all  imported  articles  subject  to  specific  duty  are  to  be 
ascertained  in  Ihe  same  manner  as  the  value  of  im- 
ports subject  to  duty  ad  valorem. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  practice  founded  on 
the  construction  given  to  the  pre-existing  laws,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  in  conformity  to  the  provisions 
cited  above,  sacks  are  nevertheless  to  be  consider- 
ed as  constituting  dutiable  charges  on  imported  salt, 
and  that  their  cost  should  be  taken  into  view  in  the 
computation  of  the  duty;  and  this  construction  would 
seem  necessarily  to  result  from  the  single  exception 
of  the  charge  for  insurance,  I deem  it  proper  to  add 
tiiat  when  salt  is  impoited  in  other  than  sacks,  the 
same  principle  will  apply. 

As  the  erroneous  practice,  however,  which  it  is 
the  intention  of  this  communication  to  arrest,  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  of  long  standing  at  some  of  the 
ports,  it  is  deemed  proper  at  such  ports  to  postpone 
the  operation  of  the  rule  now  laid  down  until  the  first 
of  May  next,  after  which  period,  it  is  expected  that 
you  will  be  governed  by  it. 

You  will  give  nolice  to  the  importers  accordingly. 
I am  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  N.  Barker,  comptroller. 

appointments  by-the  president. 

Henry  W.  McCorry  to  te  attorney,  and  Robert  J. 
Chester  to  be  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  “the 
district  of  West  Tennessee;”  and  James  P.  Grundy 
to  be  attorney,  and  S.  B,  Marshall  to  be  marshal  for 
“the  middle  district  of  Tennessee;”  under  the  act  of 
congress  of  the  18th  of  January,  1839,  entitled  “an 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  require  the 
judge  of  the  district  of  East  and  West  Tennessee  to 
hold  a court  at  Jackson,  in  said  state,”  approved 
June  18th,  1838. 

The  sub-marine  explosions.  From  the  Char- 
leston (S.  C.)  Courier.  This  exhibition,  on  the 
day  betore  yesterday,  was  very  interesting.  There 
were  three  several  explosions,  the  first  of  kegs  of 
powder  placed  on  the  bottom  of  the  river  at  about 
seven  feet  depth  of  water.  They  each  threw  up  a 
column  of  water  to  an  immense  height,  (at  least 
three  hundred  feet),  during  the  failing  of  which, 
which  lasted  several  seconds — very  distinct  rainbows 
appeared  to  the  east.  The  first  explosion,  though 
about  250  yards  from  the  battery,  caused  a heavy 
shower  to  fall  thereon,  and  we  regret  to  say  caused 
no  trilling  damage  to  the  elegant  dresses  of  some  ol 
the  la. lies.  The  hulk  of  a vessel  anchored  about 
half  a mile  from  the  shore  was  then  blown  up,  by  a 
keg  of  powder  placed  in  the  water  about  one  foot  be- 
low her  keel.  She  was  broken  in  two  about  the 
middle,  by  the  explosion,  and  fragments  of  various 
Sizes,  some  very  large,  were  flung  up  with  the  co- 


lumn of  water  to  a very  great  height,  among  them 
iron  bolts,  &c.  which  gave  out  a very  peiceptible 
hissing  as  they  fell  again  into  the  water — a circum- 
stance worthy  of  remark,  as  it  shows  the  heal  com- 
municated, notwithstanding  the  water  interposed  be- 
tween the  keel  and  the  powder.  A large  concourse 
of  spectators  left  the  scene  much  gratified.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  the  efficiency  of  the  contrivance  il 
used  against  a blockading  fleet. 

The  fire  was  communicated  to  the  powder  by  a 
rope  prepared  with  a composition  which  burns  un- 
der water. 

The  Wesleyan  centenary.  Our  advices  of 
the  progress  of  the  centenary  fund  are  up  to  the  first 
of  Mai ch,  when  the  collections  reached  the  immense 
s mi  of  £ 160,000  ( $710,400),  an  amount  fir  exceed- 
ing the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine  at  the 
time  ofthe  first  meeting.  At  the  close  ol  February 
the  general  committee  decided  that  it  was  expedient 
at  once  to  form  a committee  of  appropriation.  This 
committee  consisted  of  the  president  and  secretary, 
and  many  of  the  treasurers  and  secretaries  of  the 
several  funds  of  the  connexion,  together  with  a 
number  of  the  senior  ministers  and  gentlemen  from 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Alter  a long  delibe- 
ration, tne  following  was  the  result  of  the  appro- 
pi  iat  ion: 

1.  For  two  institution  houses,  £55,000 

2.  Missionary  premises  in  London,  23,000 

3.  Missionary  supernumeraries,  widows, 

and  orphans,  21,000 

4.  Purchase  of  a missionary  ship,  3,000 

5.  Outfit,  stores,  insurance,  &.c.  3.000 

6.  Chapel  loan  fund  in  England,  35,000 

7.  do  do  Ireland,  2,000 

8.  Kiugswood  and  Woodhouse  Grove 

schools,  5.700 

9.  Auxiliary  fund  debt,  1,500 

10  New  auxiliary  fund,  9,000 

11.  Expenses,  &c.  1,800 


£ 160,000 

The  committee  farther  agreed  that  out  ofthe  stun 
which  may  yet  be  received  £5,000  be  appropriah  d 
fora  centenary  monumental  chapel  in  Dublin,  and 
the  like  sum  lor  the  Wesleyan  day  schools. 

[A.  Y.  Com.Adv. 

Raft  of  the  Red  river.  The  following  letter 
has  been  presented  to  the  editors  of  the  “Globe”  lor 
publication: 

Head  quarters,  3d  infantry. 

Fort  Townson,  March  18,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  thought  you  would  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  the  river  raft  is  again  opened,  ttiat  several  boats 
have  recently  passed  through,  and  that  we  have  just 
arrived  at  our  landing,  six  miles  from  the  fort,  laden, 
in  part,  with  public  stores.  With  great  respect,  I 
have  the  henor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  ser- 
vant, J.  H.  Vosf,. 

Lt.  col.  3d  infantry,  commanding. 

Hon.  J".  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war,  Washington. 

Enlargement  of  the  Erie  canal.  From  Ihe 
Albany  Argus.  The  canal  commissioners  submit- 
ted to  the  assembly,  on  Saturday,  in  compliance 
with  a resolution  of  that  body  ofthe  20th  February, 
a report  in  relation  to  the  enlargement  and  improve 
ment  of  the  Erie  canal.  It  is  a document  of  consi- 
derable length  and  of  much  interest — so  much  in 
the  latter  respect,  that  thirty  times  the  usual  num- 
ber of  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  em- 
braces a succinct  history  of  the  enlargement, — 
financial,  legislative  and  p-actical — with  The  infor- 
mation required  under  the  legislative  call.  It  will 
be  laid  on  the  tables  to  morrow  or  the  next  day. 
Meanwhile,  we  copy  from  the  estimates  of  the  en- 
gineers, the  following  conclusions: 

From  Albany  to  and  including  Schenectady. 
Completed,  $3,914  12 

Under  contract,  3,698,047  23 

Land,  damages,  &c.,  127.655  00 

Estimate  of  additional  cost,  787,971  03 


$4,617,587  38 

From  Schenectady  to  and  including  Utica. 
Completed,  $47,741  52 

Under  contract,  4,026,833  15 

Land,  damage,  &e.,  176,149  85 

Estimate  of  additional  expense,  1,268,942  81 


$5,514,667  33 

From  Utica  to  and  including  Syracuse. 
Completed,  $71,923  44 

Under  contract,  359.599  37 

Black  river  feeder,  290,097  66 

Land,  damage,  &.C.,  52.029  27 

Estimate  ol  additional  expense,  1,768,517  26 


2,542,167  00 


From  Syracuse  to  and  including  Montezuma. 
Expended  and  under  contract,  $570,284  00 

Land,  damages,  &c.,  31,110  00 

Additional  estimate,  1,015,753  83 

$1,617,147  83 

From  Montezuma  to  and  including  Rochester. 

Completed,  $46,927  73 

Under  contract,  724.256  36 

Land,  damages,  &c.,  62,599  75 

Additional  estimate,  3,239,591  32 

$4,073,374  16 

From  Rochester  to  and  including  Buffalo. 
Expended  and  under  contract,  $1,298,925  77 

Land,  damages,  &c.,  32  000  00 

Additional  estimate,  3,715,993  73 


$5,037,919  40 

Estimated  cost  of  the  whole  enlargement  and  im- 
provement, including  damages  and  all  other  ex- 
penses 

For  sections  of  canal,  $11,270,771  76 

Locks,  4,981.586  83 

Aqueducts,  2,022,706  78 

Culverts,  841.677  95 

Bridges,  1,266,653  00 

Waste  wiers,  169,737  80 

Feeders,  except  Black  river,  111,011  00 

Dams,  bulk  heads  and  guard  gates,  48,725  66 
Weigh  locks,  houses  and  scales,  83,000  00 
Land,  damages  and  buildings,  804,844  60 

$21,600,715  29 

Engineer,  superintendence  and 

contingent,  1,512,050  07 

Black  river  leeder,  290,097  66 

$23,402,863  02 

Totals. 

Amount  expended  $2,374,304  30 

To  become  due  until  1st  April,  1840,  4.704.000  00 

Under  contiact  on  21st  Jan.  1839,  10.405.913  38 

Whole  estimated  cost,  23,402,863  02 


Dangers  of  rail  road  travelling.  It  is  as- 
certained by  experiment,  that  the  danger  of  loss  of 
life  on  an  average  rail  road  trip,  is  as  about  1 to 
4,000,000.  The  following  data  on  which  this  con- 
clusion is  founded,  at  e copied  from  a late  British  pub- 
lication: 

Number  of  Number  of  Number  of 
accidents. 


2 deaths,  3 
slight  contu- 
sions. (3) 

5 deaths,  4 
fractures.  (3) 

One  arm  bro- 


Name  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

railway. 

miles. 

passengers. 

Loudon  & j 
Birming- 

-  19,119,465 

541,360  ! 

ham, 

Grand  i 
Ju  ction,  j 
Bolton  and  j 

1 

j 97 1-2* 

| 

1 

214,064  | 
f 

Leigh  and  1 
Kenyon  & 1 

l 3 923,012 

508,763  < 

Leigh,  J 

Newcastle  i 
& Carlisle, 1 

1 

i P 

l 

8,540,759  j 

Edinburgh  : 
and  Dal- 

;  7* 

1,557,642  | 

keith,  ] 

Stockton  j 

i 

i 

( 

and  Dar-  > 
lington,  ) 

2,213,681 

357,205  J 

Great  j 
Western,  j 

| 4,109,538 

230,408  | 

Liverpool  ' 
and  Man- 
chester, ! 

* 30* 

3,524,820  | 

Dublin  & 
Kingston, 

| 1* 

26,410,152  | 

London 
and  Green- 
wich, 

| 484,00) 

2,880,417  | 

5 deaths  and 
contusions  to 
passengers. 
One  passen- 
ger slightly 
bruised. 

(1)  None  of  these  accidents  occurred  to  actual  pas- 
sengers. 

(2)  “ “ “ “ 

(3)  None  of  these  persons  killed  were  passengers. 

(4)  One  of  the  persons  killed  was  a passenger. 

(5)  The  whole  of  these  were  passengers;  one  of  them 
a serjeant  in  charge  of  a deserter,  who  jumped  off  the 
carriage  whilst  in  motion;  the  serjeant  jumped  after  him 
to  retake  him,  but  was  so  much  injured  that  he  died;  3 
others  got  out  and  walked  on  the  road,  and  were  killed; 
the  rest  suffered  by  collisions  of  two  trains,  at  different 
times.  These  include  all  die  casualties  from  the  very 
commencement  of  the  working  of  the  line. 

Travelling  as  it  was  and  as  it  is.  From 
the  Natchez  Courier.  Mr.  Black — Dear  sir:  The  fol- 
lowing bri-T  summary  of  a recent  journey  from  New 
York  to  New  Orleans,  contrasted  with  one  made 
in  1800,  will  perhaps  be  interesting  to  some  of  your 


* Length  of  road. 
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readers,  ami  serve  to  illustrate  the  modern  improve- 
ment in  travelling.  Yours,  J. 

‘•In  1800,  April  3d,  lelt  New  York  in  a ferry  boat 
for  Jersey  city.  Took  two-horse  coach  and  got  to 
Philadelphia  the  fourth  day  at  4 p.  in.  Lelt  Phila- 
delphia next  morning  in  a one-horse  shay,  with  the 
mail  bag  behind,  lor  Lancaster,  where  we  arrived 
the  third  day.  At  Lancaster  bought  a horse,  and 
and  alter  nine  days’  journey  through  the  forests 
readied  Pittsburg.  Here  with  some  others,  I bought, 
for  eighteen  dollars,  a flat  boat,  in  which  we  toon 
our  departure  for  New  Orleans,  floating  with  the 
current.  After  divers  adventures  and  escapes  from 
great  peril  by  land  and  water,  we  reached  Natchez 
the  fiity-seventh  day  after  leaving  Pittsburg,  and 
New  Orleans  city  in  thirteen  days  thereafter,  having 
been  from  New  York  on  l lie  journey  eighty-four 
days,  which  oui  friends  in  New  Orleans  did  s iy  was 
an  expeditious  voyage.  My  own  personal  cost  on 
the  way  was.  in  sum  total,  £27  Us.  4 1-4 d.” 

In  1839.  Left  New  York,  Monday,  January  21st, 
at  6 a.  in.  in  rail  road  cars  at  Jersey  city.  Arrived 
at  Philadelphia  at  ten  minutes  past  12. 

Time,  6 h.  10  in.  Cost  #4. 

At  2,  left  Philadelphia  in  cars  for  Baltimore.  Ar- 
rived at  8 p.  in. 

Time,  6 h.  Cost  $4. 

Left  Baltimore  next  afternoon  at  4,  in  mail  chariot 
for  Wheeling.  Arrived  at  Wheeling  5 minutes  be- 
fore 12,  Saturday  noon. 

Time,  43  h 50  m.  Cost  #23. 

Left  Wiieeling  next  morning  in  accommodation 
stage  for  Cincinnati.  Arrived  at  Cincinnati  in  59$ 
hours. 

Time,  59  h.  30  m.  Cost  $24  50. 

Lett  Cincinnati  at  10  next  morning,  in  the  mail 
boat  Pike,  and  at  10  at  night  reached  Louisville. 

Tune,  12  h.  Cost  $4. 

Lelt  Louisville  next  morning  at  11,  in  steamer 
Diana,  and  leached  Natchez  the  sixth  day. 

Time,  149  h.  Cost  #35. 

Left  Natchez  same  day,  and  reached  New  Or- 
leans the  next  evening. 

Time,  30  h.  Cost  #10. 

Incidental  expenses  at  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
Cincinnali  and  Louisville,  #10. 

Total  306  hours  30  minutes.  Cost  #114  50. 

Thus  making  12  days,  18  hours,  and  30  minutes, 
the  time  of  travel  between  New  York  and  New  Or- 
leans. 

Di Terence  between  1839  and  1800,  in  time,  about 
71  days. 

Ddfo,  in  expense,  about  #25  in  (avor  of  1839. 

N.  B.  This  last  journey  was  made  in  the  winter 
season.  In  the  summer  months  it  can  be  performed 
for  #80  and  in  less  time.  The  above  includes  every 
item,  both  of  expense,  of  “feed  and  fare.”  Yours, 

Viator. 

The  Ohio.  Extract  from  a letter  of  an  officer 
on  board  the  Ohio,  to  his  friend  in  Washington, 
dated 

U.  S.  ship  Ohio,  off  Gibraltar,  Dec.  28,  183S. 

“I  am  happy  to  say  that  we  have  reached  this 
place  alter  a very  pleasant  passage  of  twenty-one 
days.  The  ship  works,  steers  and  sails  remarkably 
Wi-ll.  Her  steering  and  sailing  are  beyond  any- 
thing I have  known  before.  She  did  not  perforin 
well  on  her  passage  from  Boston,  owing  to  her  be- 
ing out  of  trim,  but  since  we  left  New  York  she  has 
sailed  like  the  wind;  and  what  is  most  surprising 
she  has  gone  12^  knots  within  6$  points  of  the 
wind,  under  double  reefed  topsails  and  topgallant 
sails  over  them.” 

A letter  from  an  officer  to  the  Boston  Transcript 
gives  a vivid  description  of  the  great  qualities  of 
this  noble  vessel,  the  last  monument  of  tiie  lament- 
ed Eckford’s  genius.  The  writer  says: 

“It  would  be  presumption  in  me  or  any  other 
man  to  say  that  she  will  do,  but  I do  not  hesitate  lo 
sav,  she  surpasses  in  every  respect — sailing,  work- 
ing &c. — every  ship  in  which  1 have  been  since  I 
was  first  sprinkled  with  salt  water.  1 have  had,  you 
will  certainly  admit,  some  experience,  and  some 
opportunity  of  judging  correctly,  hut  I never  sup- 
posed such  a ship  could  be  built — a ship  possessing 
in  so  great  a degree  all  Ihe  qualifications  of  a per- 
fect vessel  of  war.  She  is  as  animated  as  a pilot 
boat,  and,  remembering  her  immense  bulk  and 
weight,  almost  as  easily  managed.  Her  perform- 
ance is  truly  astonishing  We  are  now  passing  the 
rock  (twenty  one  days  out)  and  the  passage  has 
been  somewhat  blustering.  We  have  had  a good 
opportunity  to  try  her.  To  give  you  some  idea  of 
her  sailing:  With  topsails  double  reefed  and  top- 

fallants  over  them,  close  hauled  to  the  wind,  she 
_ as  repeatedly  sailed  twelve  and  a half  knots.  This 
is  truth  and  not  exaggeration.  When  we  left  New 
York  our  draft  was  24  ft.  6 in.  forward,  26  ft.  aft. 
Sill  of  midship  port  from  water,  5 ft.  2 in.  Her  bat- 
tery brought  her  down  14  inches.” 


| Retirement  of  Mr.  Brobson.  IV.  P.  Brobson, 
esq.,  lor  many  years  editor  of  ibe  Delaware  State 
Journal,  has  been  elected  cashier  of  Ihe  Union  bank 
of  Delaware,  and  a few  days  previous  to  receiving 
this  honorable  testimonial  in  favor  of  bis  capacity 
ami  integrity,  retired  from  the  editorial  chair  which 
he  filled  with  such  distinguished  ability.  Most 
iichly  does  he  merit  the  following  tribute,  from  one 
capable  of  appreciating  his  talents  and  services,  and 
which  happily  expresses  the  opinion  we  have  always 
entertained  ol  them. 

From,  the  United  Stales  Gazette. 

William  P.  Brobson,  esq.  has  retired  from  Ihe 
editorial  chair  of  the  Wilmington  (Del.)  Journal, 
which  he  has  occupied  for  more  tha  i ten  years. 

We  cannot  allow  Ihe  withdrawal  of  so  worthy  a 
member  of  our  craft,  to  pass  unnoticed.  Mr.  Brob- 
son  is  a ripe  scholar,  a good  reader,  and  a close  ob- 
server of  men,  manners  and  things;  and  has  used  his 
position  lo  encourage  good  morals,  cultivate  social 
affections,  promote  education,  and  most  eminently 
and  successfully  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  oily 
of  Wilmington^  by  the  encouragement  of  enterprises 
that  call  into  action  the  slumbering  energies  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  give  activity  to  their  capital. 
Wilmington  owes  much  to  such  an  editor.  She  owes 
much  to  Mr.  Brobson;  ami  as  from  year  to  year,  she 
finds  her  borders  enlarged,  and  her  wealth  augment- 
ed, we  doubt  not  that  she  will  recollect,  with  tokens 
of  gratitude,  the  man  whose  services  were  so  ininis- 
trant  to  her  good. 

Mr.  Brobson  is  a sound  whig,  and  he  gave  his 
editorial  articles  a patriotic  and  a gentlemanly  tone, 
that  won  the  respect  of  even  his  opponents,  and  en- 
title him  to  the  gratitude  of  his  political  friends. 

We  make  these  remarks  as  due  to  a retiring  bro- 
ther of  our  gentle  craft,  for  whom,  without  a per- 
sonal acquaintance,  we  have  long  entertained  a deep 
respect;  and  whatever  may  be  the  future  employ- 
ment of  Mr.  Brobson,  we  hope  that  it  will  be  disiin- 
guished  by  as  much  advantage  to  himself,  as  his  pre- 
vious labors  have  been  to  others. 

Mr.  Natf,  one  of  the  proprietois  of  the  Journal,  is 
to  be  the  editor,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Brobson.  We 
heartily  wish  him  success  in  his  arduous  profession. 
We  are  sure  that  he  will  be  courteous,  as  well  as 
dignified,  (the  example  of  his  predecessor  is  too  in- 
structive to  be  mistaken),  and  we  venture  to  pro- 
mise him,  that  thus  discharging  his  duties,  he  will 
add  consequence  to  the  profession,  arid  ensure  a pe- 
cuniary reward. 

A good  anecdote  well  told.  Among  the 
many  good  whigs  of  the  legislature  oftbe  last  house 
ofcommons  ol'Noith  Carolina  was  Mr.  H.  C.  Jones, 
editor  of  the  Salisbury  Watchman.  During  the  de- 
bates on  Mr.  Raynor’s  resolutions,  which  our  read- 
ers will  recollect,  expressed  the  opinions  of  the  le- 
gislature against  “the  expunge,”  sub-treasury,  & c. 
Mr.  Jones  delivered  two  speeches  in  their  favor, 
well  seasoned,  as  the  Raleigh  Register  says,  with 
genuine  attic.  It  was  contended  by  the  loco  focos 
that  the  whigs  could  not,  without  an  abandonment 
of  their  principle,  support  the  resolutions  as  they 
favored  the  doctrine  of  “instiuctions”  to  which,  as 
a party  they  were  opposed.  The  answer  to  this 
argument  spoke  as  follows: — 

“Mr.  Speaker,  I must  illustrate  our  position  on 
this  subject  by  relating  an  incident  that  occurred  in 
the  tory  war  of  the  revolution.  You  have  heard 
of  the  celebrated  John  Cleveland.  North  Carolina 
has  never  done  justice  to  that  man’s  fame.  He  was 
one  of  those  gallant  spirits  that  first  turned  back 
the  tide  of  British  domination  by  the  battle  of  King's 
Mountain.  He  had  an  impediment  in  his  speech, 
arid,  like  all  stutterers  that  ever  I have  known,  he 
was  hasty  in  temper  and  violent — 

“Impiger,  iracondus,  inexorbilis.  acer.” 

If  I may7  be  permitted  to  quote  a free  translation 
sir,  I think  it  will  as  well  bespeak  our  hero  as  the 
original. — (Leave,  leave  having  resounded  through 
the  hall).  I will  give  you,  then,  the  rendition  ot 
that  Scottish  worthy,  Cosino,  Comyne,  Bradward- 
ine: 

“A  fiery  etter-cap,  a fractious  chiel; 

As  hot  as  ginger,  and  as  sdeve  as  steel.” 

Cleveland  lived  in  a tory  neighborhood,  and  while 
he  was  campaigning,  these  desperadoes  used  to  de- 
predate upon  him  greatly.  They  would  steal  his 
horses,  drive  off'  his  cattle  and  burn  his  fences  and 
out  houses.  A party  of  them,  headed  by  a leader, 
one  Bill  Harrison,  went  so  far  as  to  put  his  overseer 
to  death  for  endeavoring  to  protect  his  employer’s 
property.  The  manner  of  this  crime  was  some- 
what peculiar.  They  took  their  victim  to  a steep 
hill  side,  and  placing  him  on  a log,  fastened  one 
end  of  a grape  vine  around  his  neck,  and  the 
otheroverthe  prong  ol  a stooping  dogwood.  When 
they  had  thus  arranged  it, one  of  the  party  went  up 
the  hill,  and  rushing  head  foremost  against  their 


I captive,  huiried  him  off  into  eternity.  John  Doss 
I was  the  name  ol'  the  sufferer.  Now,  John  Cle.e- 
iand  was  not  the  man  lo  put  up  willi  ail  these  inju- 
ries, and  the  day  of  retribution  was  near  at  liuiid. 
Harrison,  the  ringleader  in  all  these  outrages,  shortly 
afterwards  fell  into  Cleveland’s  hands.  He  was  an 
ingenious  mechanic,  who  Cleveland  had  often  em- 
ployed in  more  peaceful  days,  and  had  done  him 
many  favors;  and  remembrance  of  these  things 
were  by  no  means  calculated  to  mitigate  the  of- 
fender’s doom.  Accompanied  by  his  favorite  ser- 
vant Bill,  and  one  other  individual,  without  speak- 
ing a word  Cleveland  carried  his  prisoner  to  the 
same  dogwood  on  which  he  had  hanged  poor  Doss. 
Here  was  dangling  the  very  grape  vine,  which  had 
been  used  on  the  former  occasion.  Without  more 
to  do.  he  placed  the  noose  over  the  other’s  neck  and 
placed  him  on  the  log,  “you  will  not  hang  me  colo- 
nel" at  length  faintly  observed  thetreinbling  wretch. 
“Can  you  give  me  any  reason  why  I should  not  do 
it”  said  the  other,  “you  know  I am  a useful  man 
in  this  neighborhood”  said  Harrison  “and  cannot 
well  be  spared;  I have  moreover  discovered  the  se- 
cret of  perpetual  motion,  and  if  I am  put  to  death, 
the  world  will  lose  the  benefit  of  my  discovery. 
Besides  this,  I have  heard  you  curse  Bryant  and 
Fanning  for  putting  their  prisoners  todeath.  Where 
are  your  principles?  Where  is  your  conscience, 
that  you  are  about  to  execute  vengeance  on  me, 
your  former  friend  and  neighbor?”  “Where  are  my 
horses  and  cattle — where  are  my  fences  and  barns — 
and  where  is  poor  Jack  Doss?  Fore  God,  I will  do 
this  deed  and  justify  myself  to  God  and  my  coun- 
try! Run  up  the  hill  and  butt  him  off  the  log  Bill, 
I’ll  show  him  per  pe-tual  motion.” 

Sword  to  major  Nelson  and  to  colonel 
Henderson.  The  senate  concurred  unanimously 
in  the  resolution,  voting  a sword  <o  major  Nelson. 
The  major  is  a son  of  old  major  John  Nelson,  of 
Mecklenburg,  who  served  under  Washington  and 
Lafayette,  at  York.  Major  Nelson  was  in  several 
engagements  on  the  Canada  line  during  the  late 
war.  General  George  W.  Brooke,  in  a recent  let- 
ter speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  his  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  on  several  occasions — of  his  volun- 
teering to  attack  the  enemy,  and  actually  doing  so, 
and  repelling  them  in  sight  of  onr  army,  which  re- 
peatedly cheered  him.  I he  major  was  formerly  a 
representative  in  congress  from  the  Mecklenburg 
district,  and  is  a gentleman  of  much  intellectual 
power  and  grpat  moral  worth.  He  is  not  aw'are  of 
this  move.  The  tribute  has  been  too  long  delayed. 

Ttie  house,  also,  voted  yesterday  unanimously  a 
sw'ord  to  colonel  Henderson,  the  gallant  comman- 
der of  the  marine  corps  of  the  United  States,  who 
distinguished  himself  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain  at  sea,  and  volunteered  his  services  on  the 
land — in  a service  strange  to  him — when  the  alarm- 
ing situation  of  Florida  invoked  the  aid  of  every 
chivalrous  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  U States,  to 
her  rescue.  [ Richmond  Enquirer. 

Marine  insurance  case.  The  N.  Yoik  Jour- 
nal ot  Commerce  says,  that  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  at  their  last  session  in  Washing- 
ton, decided  that  in  case  of  a vessel  being  volunta- 
rily stranded  by  the  captain  when  all  was  in  immi- 
nent peril — from  a gale  of  wind— from  fire — or  from 
the  chase  of  an  enemy  or  of  pirates — the  cargo  be- 
ing saved,  and  the  vessel  being  got  off  w ith  partial 
injury,  Me  cargo  should  contribute  towards  paying  the 
damage  or  cost  of  repairs  encountered  by  ihe  ship  own- 
ers. The  decisions  of  the  local  courts  had  been  ca- 
rious on  the  question;  it  is  now  settled  by  the  high- 
est judicial  tribunal  in  the  country.  The  principle 
on  Which  the  cargo  is  made  liable  to  a share  in  the 
damage  of  the  vesse  in  such  cases  is  evidently  this, 
that  the  hazard  was  run  and  the  damage  incurred  a3 
much  for  the  safety  of  the  cargo  according  to  its 
value  as  for  that  of' the  ship;  and  therefore  it  would 
be  unjust  lor  the  whole  consequence  of  the  hazard 
to  be  borne  by  the  latter. 

There’s  no  place  luce  home.  We  think  (he 
annals  of  prisoners  will  hardly  furnish  a parallel  to 
the  following  facts,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  a 
correspondent: 

About  the  year  1820,  James  Osborne,  of  Sherman, 
in  this  county,  was  convicted  upon  a charge  of  as- 
sault ai  d battery,  and  sentenced  to  pay  a small  fine 
and  costs.  The  precise  amount  of  the  whole  we  do 
not  recollect,  but  it  was  quite  inconsiderable.  The 
amount  not  being  paid,  he  was  committed  to  Ihe  jail 
in  Danbury,  where  lie  remained  eighteen  years.  As 
the  law  has  slood  during  that  period,  he*  could  be  dis- 
charged from  his  imprisonment,  only  upon  either 
paying  the  fine  and  costs,  or  giving  his  note  for  the 
amount  This  he  ever  steadily  refused  to  do.  The 
judges  of  the  county  court,  the  sheriff's  and  state’s 
attornies  have  all  endeavored  to  get  rid  of  him,  and 
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to  persuade  him  to  execute  the  note,  for  without  the 
note,  neither  one  nor  all  of  them  had  any  authority 
to  release  him.  But  all  has  been  in  vain  and  he  has 
remained  a tenant  of  the  prison. 

During  the  session  of  the  legislature  in  May  last 
a representation  of  these  facts  was  made  to  that  bo- 
dy, and  a resolution  passed  ordering  him  to  be  forth- 
with released,  unconditionally.  Even  then  he  refus- 
ed to  leave  the  jail,  and  was  forcibly  turned  out.  He 
returned  to  his  native  place,  but  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, with  only  a few  exceptions,  had  disappeared. 
Some  had  removed,  and  others  were  no  longer  among 
the  living,  and  he  found  their  places  occupied  by 
another  generation  of  men.  He  was  a stranger  in 
the  land  of  his  fathers,  and  sighed  for  his  former  ha- 
bitation within  the  walls  of  the  prison.  He  wander- 
ed about  for  a few  month,  and  in  October last  return- 
ed to  the  jail  in  Danbury  and  sought  admission.  The 
jailer  received  him  and  there  he  now  is,  occupying 
one  of  the  cells  of  the  jail,  and  paying  the  keeper 
two  dollars  per  week  for  his  entertainment. 

[ Norwalk  Gazette. 

Cities  of  the  Atlantic  border.  From  the 
New  Haven  Record.  Mr.  Editor:  When  I visited 
the  slates,  in  1785  and  1786,  I numbered  the  houses 
in  several  of  the  principal  cities  and  towns,  assisted 
in  some  instances  by  a friend  or  two.  I had  sup- 
posed the  account  of  the  numbers  lost;  but  looking 
into  the  American  Magazine,  which  I published  in 
New  York  fifty  years  ago,  1 found  it,  and  send  you 
a copy.  For  assisting  the  memory,  each  account 
is  stated  in  the  nearest  round  number,  differing  trom 
the  real  number  not  more,  in  any  instance,  than 


N. 


five. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Newburyport, 

Salem,  . 

Boston, 

Providence, 

Newport, 

Hartford  city, 

New  Haven  city. 

New  York  city, 

Albany  and  suburbs,  . 

Trenton, 

Philadelphia  and  suburbs, 

Wilmington,  Del. 

^Baltimore, 

Annapo*,'?; 

FrcdericklPWri; 

Alexandria,  ; * 

Richmond, 

Petersburg,  . , 

Williamsburg,  . 

Charleston, 

Each  house  may  be  estimated  to  contain  seven 
persons,  and  a fraction  more — perhaps  eight. 

It  appears  by  a memorandum  in  an  old  Register  in 
New  York,  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  that 
city,  taken  by  order  of  the  king,  in  1697,  was  as 
follows: 

Whites, 


Webster. 
450 
510 
750 
2,200 
560 
790 
300 
400 
3,340 
550 
180 
4,500 
400 
1,950 
260 
400 
300 
310 

280 
230 
1,540 


Blacks. 


Men,  . . 946 

Men, 

209 

Women,  . . 1,018 

Women, 

205 

Young  men  & boys,  864 

Boys  and  girls 

161 

Young  women  St  girls  899 

— 

— 

575 

3,727 

3,727 

Total, 

4,302 

Number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York, 

A.  D.  1756, 

10,881 

1774, 

21,863 

1786, 

23,614 

FRANCE  AND  MEXICO. 

The  British  frigate  Medea,  on  the  17th,  brought  to 
Havana  the  important  intelligence  that  a treaty  had 
been  agreed  upon  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  signed  by  ad- 
miral Baudin,  and  the  Mexican  minister.  It  was  to 
be  forthwith  despatched  to  the  government,  in  order 
to  be  ratified— fifteen  days  being  allowed  for  that 
purpose. 

The  following  official  account  of  the  event  and 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  is  published  in  the  Dia- 
rio  de  la  Habana,  of  the  18th  instant: 

“On  the  6th  instant,  there  was  a conference  in  this 
place,  between  the  agents  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment and  the  French  admiral  Charles  Baudin-  It 
lasted  until  yesterday  the  9th,  and  from  it  resulted 
an  agreement  of  peace  between  Mexico  and  France; 
which  agreement  was  sent  to  day  to  Mexico  for  the 
ratification  of  the  supreme  chambers.  And  if  it  is 
approved,  w'e  shall  have  peace  of  which  we  shall 
be  informed  on  the  25th  ijist.  and  which  I will  have 
the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  excellency.  I 
enclose  you  now  a copy  of  the  armistice  celebrated 
yesterday  between  the  said  Baudin  and  the  general 
commacdei  of  this  department,  Don  Guadaloupe  Vic- 


toria; and  if  it  pleases  your  excellency  may  have  it 
published,  lor  the  notice  of  our  countrymen. 

The  said  document  runs  as  follows — 

“Consulate  of  his  Catholic  majesty  at  Vera  Cruz. 
The  admiral  commander-in-chief  of  the  French  na- 
val forces  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  general  of 
division,  commander-in-chief  of  the  Mexican  army; 
considering  first  that  a treaty  of  peace  has  been 
signed  to-day  by  the  respective  plenipotentiaries, 
which,  if  it  be  ratified,  as  it  ought  to  be  expected, 
it  will  re-establish  very  soon  the  good  understanding 
between  the  two  nations;  and  secondly,  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  both  beliigerants  to  relieve  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, the  sufferings  of  the  neutral  commerce,  they 
have  agreed  in  the  following  armistice: 

Art.  1st.  The  hostilities  will  be  suspended  on  botli 
sides  for  fifteen  days  from  next  Monday  the  11th 
inst.;  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  is  open  to  all  flags  with- 
out exception. 

2d.  Every  merchandise  of  lawful  commerce  will 
be  admitted  whatever  might  be  its  precedence,  after 
paying  its  respective  duties,  according  to  the  laws, 
and  during  which  period,  after  the  said  duties  are 
paid,  they  may  be  introduced  into  the  country. 

3d.  The  general-in-chief  of  the  1st  division  binds 
himself  to  give  the  necessary  orders  that  the  con- 
signees or  French  proprietors  of  the  goods  imported 
in  Vera  Cruz,  in  virtue  of  what  is  stipulated  in  the 
former  article,  as  well  as  the  person  that  they  want 
for  the  management  of  their  interests,  may  enter  and 
remain  in  the  city,  and  attend  to  their  business,  in 
the  period  of  time  mentioned  above. 

CHARLES  BAUDIN, 

G.  VICTORIA. 

Vera  Cruz,  March  9,  1839. 

The  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  22d  ult.  says  that 
the  Mexicans  at  Vera  Cruz  were  much  pleased  with 
the  treaty,  and  public  rejoicings  in  consequence 
thereof  took  place  on  the  evenings  of  the  9th  and 
10th. 

Mr.  Pakenham,  the  English  minister,  guaranties, 
in  the  name  of  his  government,  the  payment  of  the 
indemnity  due  to  the  exiled  French,  the  conditions 
of  which  are  to  be  hereafter  fixed. 

We  are  assured  that  the  whole  Mexican  popula- 
tion approved  of  the  treaty  that  was  made  in  No- 
vember, which  formed  the  basis  of  the  one  now 
adopted. 

France  receives  nothing  to  indemnify  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war,  and  claimed  merely  the  $600,000 
mentioned  in  her  ultimatum,  to  be  paid  in  six  months. 

The  English  minister  signed  the  treaty  as  one  of 
the  parties,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  English 
tleet  L\°.r-r-  Vp|  a Cruz  woul(1  immediately  sail  for  Eu- 
ropd  ;ts  obiect  being  accomplice'!. 

The'  Mexican  ,'owr."^  are  °f  °Pil5ion  that  their 
government  will  not  ratify  the  treaty. 

Mr.  David,  consul  of  France  at  New  Orleans, 
with  a laudable  zeal  for  the  interests  of  commerce, 
has  communicated  the  following  extract  of  a despatch 
from  admiral  Baudin: 

“In  the  evening  of  the  9th  March,  admiral  Baudin 
signed  at  Very  Cruz,  together  with  the  Mexican 
ministers  pie.,;,’:?tentiary  Manuel  Gorosfiza  and  gen 
Guadaloupe  Victoria,  a convention  and  treaty  of 
peace. 

“Mr.  Gorostiza  set  off  on  the  morning  of  the  10th 
for  Mexico,  to  obtain  the  ratification  of  congress. 

“The  plenipotentiaries  asked  an  armistice  of  15 
days,  which  was  granted  by  the  admiral,  and  he  im- 
mediately opened  the  ports  of  Vera  Cruz  to  all  flags, 
without  distinction. 

“French  vessels,  and  those  of  other  nations,  which 
were  lying  at  Vera  Cruz,  immediately  commenced 
discharging  their  cargoes. 

The  peaceable  tiding  from  Vera  Cruz  have  al- 
ready given  new  life  to  one  branch  of  commerce  at 
New  Orleans.  It  is  stated  that  thirty  cargoes  of 
merchandise  will  have  entered  the  Mexican  ports 
by  the  end  of  March,  and  that  other  shipments  will 
follow',  should  the  Mexican  government  ratify  and 
observe  the  treaty  with  France,  of  which  there  is 
now  little  doubt. 


Thd  government  of  Mexico  encouraged  by  the? 
prospect  of  peace  with  France,  has  directed  its 
whole  force  against  Urrea  and  the  federalists.  The 
following  letter,  from  the  American  consul  at  Tam- 
pico, which  has  been  communicated  to  the  editors 
of  the  Louisianian,  contains  some  important  intelli- 
gence.’ ' 

Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  of  America, 
Tampico,  March  14,  1839. 

Pir:  In  consequence  of  the  present  critical  state 
of  political  affairs,  and  the  fears  enlertained  by  the 
foreign  residents  in  this  [dace,  that  our  Iive3  and  pro- 
perty will  fre  endangered  in  case  the  ‘ government 
troops  suc.eged  in  entering  the  town,  I have  request- 
ed the  commander  of  the  U.  S.  cutter  Woodbury,  to 
bring  his  vessel  inside  of  the  fiver,  and  to  remain 
here  untii  th,ere  may  be  no  further  apprehension. 


General  Cos  is  in  Tamapuche,  a town  some  short 
distance  on  this  side  ot  Tuspan,  where  general 
Mexia  has  his  head  quarters.  General  Urrea  is  still 
at  Valle  del  Maiz,  and  we  may  expect  that  Arista, 
who  is  now  in  San  Luis  with  government  troops, 
will  soon  have  a meeting  with  him. 

The  Woodbury  brings  intelligence  from  Matamo- 
ras  that  troops,  to  the  number  of  600  or  800  men, 
have  marched  against  the  federal  party  about  Mon- 
terrey. No  news  relating  to  the  French  question 
has  been  received.  We  are  far  from  feeling  easy 
and  secure,  more  particularly  as  unfounded  reports 
are  daily  spread  in  the  capital  implicating  foreigners 
in  the  present  revolution;  for  example,  it  is  there 
believed  by  the  government  that  300  men  have  ar- 
rived from  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  acting 
under  general  Mexia.  Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  McCALL. 

James  W.  Breedlove,  esq. 

Collector  of  the  customs.  New  Orleans. 

Private  letters  furnish  the  following  particulars: 
The  army  under  Mexia,  at  Tuspan,  consisted  of 
1,400  men,  who  were  working  ai  the  fortifications 
night  and  day. 

Generals  Valencia  and  Cos  were  posted  at  the  dis- 
tance of  fourteen  leagu  s from  Tuspan  with  the  go- 
vernment troops,  and  were  constantly  annoyed  by 
sallies  from  the  town. 

Great  ferment  prevailed  in  the  interior.  The  town 
of  Toluca  had  declared  in  favor  of  Urrea. 

Santa  Ana  entered  the  city  of  Mexico  on  Ihe  18th 
February.  It  was  believed  in  that  capital  that  Bus- 
tamenle  would  soon  place  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
army  acting  against  the  federalists. 

Pedraza  has  left  Tampico  to  join  the  army  of 
Urrea. 

LATER  FROM  MEXICO. 

From  ihe  New  Orleans  Bulletin,  April  2. 

To  the  courtesy  of  our  American  consul  at  Vera 
Cruz  w e are  indebted  for  files  of  “El  Censor”  from 
the  14th  to  the  17th  inclusive.  On  the  15th  an  ex- 
press arrived  from  Mexico,  communicating  facts 
which  show  a disposition  in  the  government  to  ratify 
the  convention  with  France.  The  news  of  the  ami- 
cable arrangement  caused  great  rejoicing  in  the 
capital.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  intelli- 
gence, a president  ad  interim  was  appointed  and 
invested  with  the  government,  and  on  the  next  day 
Bustamente  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a large  force 
and  marched  towards  Tampico,  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  down  the  rebels  there,  who  were  making 
head  against  the  government.  The  ministerial  pa- 
pers describe  his  forces  as  fully  adequate  to  over- 
whelm the  feeble  resistance  likely  to  be  offered  by 
the  broken  and  dispirited  federalists.  He  was  ac- 
companied on  this  expedition  by  general  Cortazar, 
as;  second  in  command.  From  these  movements  at 
the  seat  ot  f,cyernment,  it  is  conclusive  that  the 
treaty  with  France  was  about  to  be  ratified,  or,  per- 
haps, had  already  received  the  sanction  ot  the  execu- 
tive authority.  Bustamente,  the  president,  would 
not  precipitately  have  left  the  capital  and  directed 
his  whole  force  against  the  insurgent  federalists, 
unless  ali  apprehensions  of  arrenen  invasion  had 
been  quieted.  Neither  is  it  probable  that  public 
-'-loicings  would  have  announced  an  event  in  Mexi- 
co’ which  w-as  n°t  viewed  by  the  government  with 
approbation. 

Another  fact  which  confirms  this  view  was,  the 
expected  departure  of  a conducta  from  Mexico  for 
Vera  Cruz,  laden  with  three  millions  of  dollars.  A 
cargo  of  precious  metals  would  not  certainly  be  sent 
to  a port  that  was  liable  every  moment  to  be  cap- 
tured by  a powerful  and  exasperated  foe.  There 
are  many  reasons  which  must  conspire  to  make  the 
treaty  acceptable  to  the  present  administration  in 
Mexico;  among  the  strongest  of  which  may  be  reck- 
oned the  insurrections  breaking  out  in  different 
quarters  of  the  republic.  The  rebels  had  lately 
made  great  progress;  their  forces  augmented  till 
they  became  formidable,  and  the  party  seated  in 
power  became  alarmed  for  their  safety;  revolution- 
ary sentiments  had  spread  extensively  and  grown 
popular;  and  the  name  of  Urrea  became  associated 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  with  the  idea  of  deliver- 
ance and  emancipation  from  tyranny.  In  this  di- 
lemma, the  government  might  well  rejoice  at  an 
opportunity  of  making  peace  with  a foreign  enemy, 
in  order  that  all  its  force  might  be  concentrated  upon 
the  rebels  at  home,  who  were  daily  encroaching 
upon  its  authority,  and  impairing  its  stability.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  general  Urrea  had  as  much  in- 
fluence in  bringing  about  the  pacification  as  the 
British  minister.  Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  the 
effect  is  the  same.  The  treaty  is,  no  doubt  ratified, 
and  France  and  Mexico  are  at  peace. 

The  Diario  del  Gobierno  (Mexico)  of  the  7th 
March  contains  a ciicular  to  the  following  import: 

In  case  the  plenipotentiary  of  his  majesty  the  king 
, of  the  French  shall  enact  indemnification  for  the  ex- 
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penses  of  the  war.  or  for  any  other  motive,  his  ex- 
cellency the  president  has  advised  that  all  Mexican 
citizens,  who  think  themselves  entitled  to  indeinnifi 
cation  lor  losses  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  war 
with  France,  shall  present  their  reclamations  to  the 
government,  duly  an'henticated,  that  they  may  be 
put  in  opposition  to  the  said  demands. 

STILL  LATER  FROM  MEXICO. 

The  Mexican  schooner  Ann  Maria  arrived  at  New 
Orle  ms  on  the  3d  instant  from  Tampico,  which  she 
left  on  tile  23d  of  March.  She  brings  accounts  of 
a battle  between  the  federal  troops,  under  general 
Mexia,  and  the  government  troons  under  general 
Cos,  at  Tnspan,  on  the  15th  of  March.  The  ac- 
counts are  contradictory  as  to  the  result,  though  the 
best  information  is  to  the  effect  that  general  Cos  was 
defeated.  A letter  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of 
New  Orleans  states  that  general  Cos’s  army  was 
completely  routed,  after  a bloody  and  w’ell  contested 
light,  and  he  forced  to  escape  in  disguise.  The  let- 
ter also  states  that  the  success  of  the  federalists  in 
this  baffle  had  infused  fresh  hope  in  their  troops,  and 
that  the  victory  was  celebrated  at  Tampico  with 
public  rejoicings.  The  following  is  the  despatch  of 
general  Mexia  on  the  occasion: 

Head  quarters,  liberating  army, 

Tuspan,  March  15,  1839. 

I have  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  you  that 
just  now  at  1 o’clock,  the  federal  army  has  obtained 
a most  complete  triumnh  over  the  division  of  the 
vanguard  of  the  central  troops,  commanded  by  gen. 
Cos.  I have  only  time  to  state  that  after  three 
hours  and  a half  of  the  hottest  firing,  the  ac'ion  ter- 
minated by  a capitulation,  in  which  it  has  been 
agreed  that  the  whole  army  of  assailants  shall  fall 
back  on  Mexico  by  regular  marches.  During  the 
action  I made  200  prisoners,  and  was  joined  after 
wards  by  150  of  the  centralists;  all  their  artillery, 
mules  and  baggage,  350  muskets  and  many  other 
articles  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  I lost  4 officers 
and  12soldiers  killed.  The  enemy’s  loss  amounted 
to  8 officers  and  76  privates. 

JOSE  ANTONIO  MEXIA. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  captain  of  the  schooner 
Ann  Maria  states,  as  we  learn  from  the  New  Or- 
leans Bee,  that  on  the  eve  of  his  departure,  general 
Mexia  entered  Tampico,  escorted  by  only  three  of- 
ficers and  a few  privates.  The  rumor  likewise 
prevailed  at  Tampico,  that  Urrea  had  been  twice 
beaten  by  the  centralists,  who  numbered  7,000 
men,  and  the  latter  were  marching  on  Tampico,  and 
were  then  only  distant  12  leagues.  About  1,000 
federal  troops  were  stationed  at  Tampico.  Other 
letters  affirm  that  the  central  army  was  90  miles 
from  Tampico.  These  conflicting  reports  require 
confirmation. 

General  Cos  escaped  in  a wonderful  manner  by 
means  of  a diguise,  in  which  he  clothed  himself. 

This  victory  gave  rise  to  great  rejoicings  at  Tam- 
pico. 

Arista  was  about  to  depart  from  San  Luis  Potosi 
for  Tampico  with  1,000  men,  but  it  w’as  supposed 
that  the  defeat  of  Cos  would  make  him  retrace  his 
steps.  They  were  well  prepared  to  receive  him  at 
Tampico. 

It  was  also  stated,  but  on  no  sufficient  authority, 
that  letters  have  been  received  from  Mexico  an- 
nouncing the  ratification  of  the  treaty  signed  on  the 
9th  of  March,  between  France  and  Mexico. 

The  U.  S.  cutter  was  still  at  Tampico.  Among 
the  reports  was  one  that  the  French  brig  of  war 
Voltigeur  22  guns,  has  been  ordered  by  admiral 
Baudin  to  survey  the  coast  of  Mexico,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  accurate  charts  of  that  coast. 


LATE  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  Boston  Atlas  quotes  London  papers  of  the 
3d  ult.  by  the  Age,  from  Liverpool.  There  are  no 
quotations  of  markets. 

The  entrance  into  the  cabinet  of  the  lord  Nor- 
manby  and  lord  Morpeth,  is  looked  upon  by  the 
London  liberal  journals  as  a gain  to  the  cause  of  re- 
form. 

Mr.  Labouchere,  who  w’as  some  years  ago  in  this 
country,  is  appointed  under  secretary  to  lord  Nor- 
manby. 

The  following  respecting  American  stocks  is  from 
the  London  Morning  Chronicle: 

A small  loan  for  the  state  of  Florida,  United  States, 
has  been  contracted  for  in  London  within  the  last 
few  days,  and  the  new  bonds  have  been  considerably 
in  demand  to-day  at  95.  It  is  a 6 per  cent,  sterling 
stock,  with  the  interest  payable  half  yearly,  at 
Messrs.  Palmer,  Mackilop,  Dent  and  Co’s,  at  the 
rate  of  4s.  6d.  per  dollar,  the  bonds  being  navable  to 
the  order  of  thp  Union  bank  of  Florida,  and  endorsed 
by  the  bank.  The  object  of  raising  the  money  is  to 
form  an  addition  to  the  active  capital  of  that  institu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  resources  of 
the  territory  and  encouraging  useful  enterprise.  The 


utmost  exertion  has  been  made  by  some  parties  to 
depreciate  the  value  ot  all  kinds  ol  American  stocks 
and  securities,  but  the  amount  of  British  capital 
which  is  invested  in  them  is  gieatly  increasing. 

SIX  DAYS  LATER  FROM  LIVERPOOL. 

The  packet  ship  Monongaiiela,  at  Philadelphia, 
brings  London  papers  to  tiie  7th  and  Liverpool  to  the 
8th  March.  We  copy  the  following  items  from  the 
Inquirer  and  Herald. 

The  British  navy.  A long  and  interesting  debate 
in  relation  to  the  navy  estimates  i'or  the  present  year 
ook  place  in  the  house  of  commons  on  the  5th  ult. 
several  speakers  advocated  an  increase — among 
hem  sir  E.  Codrington.  No  question  was  taken. 
From  the  Liverpool  Standard  of  March  8. 

We  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our  sincere  re- 
gret that  there  is  every  pro uability  of  immediate  hos- 
tililies  with  the  Unued  Slates  We  repeat  we  re- 
gret it,  for  many  reasons,  particularly  lor  the  sake  of 
thousands  and  thousands  of  high  minded,  intelli- 
gent, virtuous  and  benevolent  persons  in  that  coun- 
try, many  of  whom  we  know  personally,  who  must 
sutler  severely  if  war  should  take  place. 

Her  majesty’s  frigate  Inconstant,  which  has  ar- 
rived at  Piymounih  in  15  days  from  Halilax,  has 
brought  intelligence  from  America  seven  days  later 
than  the  packet  George  Washington.  By  her  we 
learn  that,  not  only  has  the  government  ol  the  state 
of  Maine  taken  possession  of  the  long  disputed 
boundary  line  in  that  state,  but  that  the  United 
Slates  government  has  actually  issued  orders  lor  the 
taking  possession  of  the  disputed  territory. 

If  this  be  the  case,  that  is,  if  the  United  States 
government  (we  desire  to  express  ourselves  dis- 
tinctly upon  this  important  subject),  lias  issued  such 
an  order,  no  power  on  earth  will  ever  convince  us 
but  that  certain  personages  in  this  country  have  not 
only  given  it  to  understand  it  might  do  so  with  im- 
punity, but  have  instigated  it  so  to  do? 

We  know  enough  ui  the  mind  ot  Van  Buren  and 
of  the  most  talented  members  of  the  United  States 
government,  to  convince  us,  that  they  never  would 
have  sanctioned  such  a procedure,  unless  they  have 
lost  their  senses  since  the  month  ol  July  last,  or  un- 
less they  had  intimation  to  do  so,  and  assurances 
from  influential  persons  here,  that  they  should  meet 
with  no  opposition  from  this  country. 

We  now  give  our  reasons  for  such  conclusions. 
The  government  of  the  United  States  would  no  more 
venture  to  risk  a war  witli  England  as  the  states  are 
now  circumstanced,  than  it  would  venture  to  pro- 
claim Victoria  queen  of  North  America. 

The  United  States  were  never,  since  the  declara- 
tion of  independence,  in  such  a precarious  position 
as  they  now  are.  In  the  south  they'  are  threatened 
by  two  and  a half  millions  of  discontented  slaves, 
who  are  only  watching  an  opportunity  to  cast  off 
their  fetters,  and  take  vengeance  on  those  w ho  hold 
them  in  bondage.  I n the  free  states  there  are  upwards 
of  three  hundred  thousand  free  people  of  color,  who 
are  burning  to  set  their  biethren  in  the  south  free, 
and  be  revenged  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  free  states, 
who  treat  them  (the  free  slaves! ) worse  than  their 
brethren  are  treated  in  the  south.  Again,  on  the 
western  frontier  there  are  some  hundred  thousand 
Indian  warriors,  many  of  whom  have  been,  even 
within  the  last  year,  unjustly  banished  from  their  own 
lands,  and  who  are  only  waiting  an  opportunity  lor 
revenge. 

Ancl  lastly,  the  American  citizens  themselves  are 
now  divided  into  two  great  classes — Ihe  minority , 
consistingof  the  most  wealthy,  intelligent  and  honor- 
able part  of  the  community,  who  are  heartily  sick 
of  republican  schemes;  and  the  majority,  who  con- 
stitute nine-tenths  of  the  population.  Between  these 
two  classes  there  exists  the  most  inveterate  jealousy 
and  animosity.  The  former  class  is  almost  enitrely 
removed  from  the  direction  of  public  affairs;  it  en- 
tertains a hearty  distaste  to  the  democratic  institu- 
tions of  the  country;  and  the  populace  is  at  once  the 
object  of  its  scorn  and  of  its  fears. 

The  otiier  class,  the  majority,  which  consists  of 
the  ignorant  rabble,  whose  chief  object  is  agrarian- 
ism, detests  and  abhors  every  thing  that  has  the 
slightest  resemblance  to  intellectual  refinement  or 
English  manners.  The  difference  and  hatred  be- 
tween these  two  parties  are  daily  increasing,  are  in- 
curable, and  will  go  on  increasing,  till  some  awful 
explosion  occurs. 

Under  such  circumstances  the  government  of  ihe 
United  States,  whatever  the  government  of  Ihe  state 
of  Maine  may  think  proPer  t°  do,  or  the  desire  of  the 
rabble,  who  entertain  the  most  rancorous  feelings  to- 
wards this  country  may  be — that  government,  we 
say,  would  never  voluntarily  do  any  act  which  might 
provoke  a war  with  England,  except  under  positive 
assurances  that  for  such  an  act  it  would  not  be  called 
to  an  account!  Besides,  we  know  that  the  most  in- 
fluential and  talented  men  of  that  government,  and 
the  minority  of  the  people,  above  alluded  to,  enter- 
tain the  most  friendly  feelings  towards  this  country, 


and  would  never  be  the  provokers  of  a war  with  Great 
Britain. 

The  question  now  is,  what  object  could  persons  in 
power  here  have,  for  inducing  the  Americans  to  lake 
possession  ol  the  disputed  territory?  The  answer  is, 
they  want  to  abandon  Canada  to  a republican  system 
of  government.  LoidDurham’s  report  and  sir  Fran- 
cis Head’s  narrative  fully  piove  this. 

Tiie  disputed  territory,  which  consists  of  5,000 
square  miles,  lies  exactly  between  New  Brunswick 
and  Lower  Canada;  so  as,  if  in  the  possession  of  a 
foreign  power,  to  cut  effectually  off  almost  all  com- 
munication, for  six  or  seven  months  in  the  year,  be- 
tween these  two  parts  of  her  majesty’s  dom’ininions, 
and  consequently,  between  Canada  and  this  coun- 
try. The  abandonment  of  this  territory  will  also 
present  an  additional  republican  frontier  of  more 
than  two  hundred  miles  to  Lower  Canada. 

Under  these  circumstances,  tiie  most  effectual  way 
of  increasing  the’power  of  Ihe  enemies  of  Canada, 
and  then  of  persuading  us  to  abandon  Canada  alto- 
gether, would  be  the  yielding  up  of  this  vast  tract  of 
country  to  the  United  States. 

Where  is  the  individual  of  common  intellect,  who 
has  attentively  w atched  tiie  proceedings  of  ministers 
in  reference  to  the  Canadian  disturbances  and  has 
attentively  perused  lord  Durham’s  report,  and  sir 
Francis  Head’s  narrative,  (copious  extracts  of 
which  we  published  in  our  last  two  numbers)  who 
candoubl  lor  a moment  the  disposition,  the  policy, 
and  the  secret  intention  of  the  government  in  refer- 
ence to  Canada. 

The  secret  correspondence  carried  on  between 
ministers  and  the  ringleaders  of  the  Canadian  rebel- 
lion, as  published  in  our  last;  the  encouragement 
given  them;  and  lord  Durham’s  proposals  for  Cana- 
da, being  based  on  the  advice  and  statements  of  re- 
publican repels,  must  remove  all  doubt  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

However  much  we  detest  and  abhor  war,  yet  if 
our  government  allow  the  Americans  to  take  forci- 
ble possession  of  this  land,  and  thus  abandon  our 
loyal  fellow  subjects  in  Canada  to  the  control  of  re- 
publican rebels,  all  we  can  say  is,  the  present  ministry 
can  do  what  no  other  ministry  ever  dared;  and  that 
if  English  people  allow  them  to  do  so,  we  shall 
abandon  all  hope  of  rescuing  our  country  from  the 
dominion  of  infidels  and  of  papists. 

Now  recollect  our  statement:  if  the  United  Slates’ 
government  has  issued  orders  for  the  taking  posses- 
sion ol  the  disputed  territory  in  the  state  of  Maine, 
and  if  our  government  do  not  forthwith  resist  that 
act,  the  whole  is  a whig  and  a radical  plot  having  its 
origin  in  England. 

The  Canada  bill.  Lord  John  Russell  stated  that 
the  Canada  bill  would  not  be  brought  forward  until 
after  Easier.  The  Scotch  judges  are  to  have  £3,000 
per  annum. 

Lord  Glenelg.  “It  has  been  currently  reported, 
confidently  asserted,  and  actually  published  in  the 
United  Service  Journal,  and  in  the  Naval  and  Mili- 
tary Gazette,  that  lord  Glenelg’s  having  refused  as- 
sent to  a scheme  of  ministers  for  transposing  the 
control  of  the  arms  from  the  sovereign  and  military 
authorities  to  a civil  department  was  the  cause  of 
his  lordship’s  expulsion!  What  next?’’ 

A fetter  from  Naples,  under  date  of  Febuary  16(h, 
says— “Last  night  a part  of  our  foundling  hospital 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  flames  spread  so  rapid- 
ly that  twenty-three  children  perished.  One  of  the 
nurses  in  her  despair  threw  herself  out  of  the  win- 
dow with  two  children  in  her  arms;  all  three  were 
found  dashed  to  pieces  and  quite  dead  in  the  street. 
The  firemen  distinguished  themselves  by  their  ef- 
forts; three  of  (hem  were  killed,  having  fallen  from 
the  upper  story  to  the  lower,  where  they  were  bu- 
ried in  the  ruins.” 

A new  insurrection  in  Syria.  The  natives  of  Hon- 
man,  joined  by  the  mountaineers,  had  taken  arms 
to  shake  off  the  Egyptian  yoke.  Abrahim  Pacha 
marched  a large  body  of  troops  against  them. 

The  elections  in  France.  The  Paris  National 
claims  a majority  of  twenty-one  deputies  for  the  op- 
position out  of  two  hundred  and  seventy’-five  alrea- 
dy heard  from.  The  ministerial  papers  on  the 
other  hand  speak  with  confidence  of  success. 

A dinner  was  given  by  the  members  of  Precur- 
sors’ society  in  London  to  Daniel  O’Connell,  esq. 

M P.  at  the  Highbury  Barn  tavern,  Islington. 
About  eight  hundred  persons  sat  down  to  dinner, 
and  at  least  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  ladies  were  present  in  the  gallery.  Mr.  O’Con- 
nell addressed  the  piecting  several  times  in  (he 
course  of  the  evening. 

PASSAGE  OF  IMPORTANT  INTERNAL 
IMPROVEMENT  ACTS. 

From  ihe  Baltimore  American. 

The  legislature  of  Maryland  adjourned  on  Satur- 
day night,  and  during  the  last  two  days  of  its  ses- 
sion enacted  several  highly  important  laws  in  refer- 
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ence  to  the  works  of  internal  improvement  in  which  ! 
this  community  as  well  as  the  state  at  large  has  a 
deep  interest.  The  annexed  biief  notice  of  them 
will  furnish  a genera!  idea  of  their  character. 

MALTIMOllE  AND  OHIO  RAIL  ROAD. 

The  highly  gratifying  intelligence  reached  us  by 
Saturday’s  mail  trotn  Annapolis,  of  the  passage  by 
the  senate  ol  the  bill  from  the  house,  authorising 
the  conversion  o!  the  six  per  cent,  bonds  issued  by 
the  state  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  com- 
pany and  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company, 
into  five  per  cent,  bonds.  This  bill,  which  is  now 
a law,  unlocks  the  state’s  $3,000,000  subscription 
to  the  Baitimoie  and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  and  ' 
renders  it  at  once  available  for  the  purposes  of  that 
company  in  the  prosecution  of  its  great  work  to  the 
Western  waters. 

This  is  a most  important  measure  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  road,  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
that  it  was  not  followed  up  by  another  act  which  it 
was  equally  incumbent  on  the  legislature  to  pass — 
the  grant  of  the  state’s  guarantee  to  the  bonds  is- 
sued by  the  city  of  Baltimore  to  pay  her  $3,000,000 
subscription  to  the  road.  This  Just  measure,  which 
the  house  sanctioned  by  a large  majority  a fortnight 
ago,  and  which  the  senate  rejected,  our  readers  will 
he  surprised  to  learn  was  rejected  by  the  house  on 
Friday  night  by  a vote  of  23  to  49! 

SUSQUEHANNA  AND  TIDE  WATER  CANAL  COM- 
PANY. 

On  Saturday  the  house  of  delegates  by  a vote  of 
25  to  22,  and  the  senate  by  a vote  of  10  to  6,  passed 
the  bill  granting  the  guarantee  of  the  state  to  the 
bonds  of  this  company,  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000. 
This  act  is  of  the  highest  iinpoitance  to  the  stock- 
holders, to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  thp 
city  of  Baltimore,  inasmuch  as  it  will  place  in  the 
hands  of  tlie  company  the  means  of  completing, 
forthwith,  the  canal  for  the  passage  of  boats  along 
the  entire  line  from  Columbia  to  tide  water  at  Havre 
de  Grace.  This  highly  desirable  event,  we  are  hap- 
py to  assure  our  readers,  will  take  place  in  the 
course  ol  the  ensuing  fall,  when  our  people  will  be- 
gin to  reap  the  pleasant  fruits  arising  from  the  com- 
pletion ol  one  of  the  works  in  which  they  are 
largely  interested.  The  act  authorises  the  issue  of 
5 per  cent,  sterling,  or  6 per  cent,  currency  bonds, 
at  the  company’s  option,  so  that  they  may  be  dis- 
posed ol  either  in  this  country  or  Europe,  as  may 
be  deemed  most  advantageous  for  its  interests.  One 
of  the  sections  requires  the  construction  of  an  out- 
let lock  opposite  to  Port  Deposite,  provided  it  shall 
not  cost  tile  company  more  than  $15,000. 

SUSQUEHANNA  RAIL  ROAD. 

The  Susquehanna  rail  road  bill — appropriating 
$750,000  for  the  completion  of  that  work — has 
passed  both  branches  and  become  a law.  We  learn 
that  this  act  provides  for  an  increased  numbei  of 
directors  in  the  company  on  the  part  of  the  state 
and  city,  and  for  a diminution  of  those  representing 
the  individual  stockholders.  We  are  informed 
that  the  directors  appointed  on  the  part  ol  the  state 
are  Messrs.  Samuel  Lucus,  Samuel  Brady,  Solo- 
mon Hillen.ji.  and  J.  W.  Watkins. 

ANNAPOLIS  RAIL  ROAD. 

The  bill  in  favor  of  the  Annapolis  and  Elkridge 
rail  road  company  has  also  become  a law. 

CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

An  act  has  passed  the  legislature  making  a fur- 
ther appropriation  of  $1,375,000  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal  company.  The  bill  as  originally  re- 
ported was  intended  to  appropriate  this  sum  for  the 
purchase  by  the  state  od  the  stock  of  individuals, 
but  this  feature  was  afterwards  stricken  out,  and 
the  sum  was  appropriated  directly  to  the  canal  com- 
pany. 

We  regret  to  be  compelled  to  add  that  both  houses 
have  sanctioned  the  bill  which  goes  to  repeal  the 
act  of  last  session,  authorising  the  tide  water  can  .1 
company  to  remove  from  Harford  county  couit, 
cases  to  which  excessive  damages  have  been 
awarded  against  the  company,  for  injuries  alleged 
to  have  been  sustained  in  the  location  of  the  canal. 


GENERAL  SCOTT. 

From  the  New  York  American. 

This  distinguished  man  lias  declined  the  compli- 
ment doubly  od'ered  to  him  of  a public  dinner  in  this 
city.  However  we  may  regret  that  the  opportunity 
will  thus  be  lost  to  so  many  of  our  fellow  citizens  of 
publicly  testifying  their  cordial  regard  for,  and  high 
estimation  of,  gen.  Scott,  the  manner  and  the  motive 
of  his  declining  will  only  add  to  that  esliinate. 

We  annex  the  letters  that  passed  on  the  occasion: 
New  York,  April  2,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  It  is  now  two  years  since  that,  inspired 
by  the  meritorious  services  you  had  rendered  to  our 
common  country  in  Florida  and  Alabama,  and  re- 
joicing in  the  then  recent  approbation  pronounced 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States  upon  the  find- 


ing of  a courl  of  inquiry,  in  which  those  services 
had  been  brought  into  question,  your  fellow  citizens 
of  New  Yoik  had  the  honor  ol  inviting  you  to  meet 
them  at  a public  dinner,  and  of  receiving  your  ac- 
ceptance ot  the  invitation.  Untoward  circumstances, 
now  no  longer  existing,  but  which  Ihen  weighed 
heavily  upon  this  community,  induced  you  to  ask  an 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  dinner,  and  influenced 
us,  as  the  organs  of  others,  to  acquiesce  in  that  re- 
quest. But  now,  that  the  commercial  difficulties, 
then  subsisting,  have  passed  away,  and  that  you, 
from  that  period  to  the  present,  have  been  going  on 
fiorn  one  civic  triumph  to  another,  when,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  preservation  of  our  neutral  obligations  on 
the  Canada  frontier,  and  the  bloodless  removal  of  the 
Cherokees  from  their  ancient  homes,  you  have,  un- 
der circumstances  of  peculiar  difficulty  and  excite- 
ment, succeeded  in  preventing  any  violation  ol  the 
peace  of  the  country,  and  in  preserving  the  due  su- 
bordination of  the  state  to  federal  authority,  in  the 
territory  in  dispute  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Great  Britain  on  the  frontiers  of  the  slate  of  Maine 
— we  claim  the  fulfilment  of  your  pledge  to  meet 
your  fellow  citizens  ol  New  York  at  a public  dinner; 
and  our  present  purpose  is,  lo  invite  you  to  name  a 
day  when  the  debt  we  rejoice  in  owing  to  you,  may 
in  part  be  paid. 

Philip  Hone,  C.  W.  Lawrence, 

Ed  vard  Curtis,  Charles  King, 

Thaddeus  Phelps,  Jacob  P.  Giraud, 

J.  W.  Webb,  Charles  A.  Davis. 

Augustus  Fleming, 


New  York,  April  1,  1839. 

Sir:  Your  friends  and  fellow  citizens  of  New 
York  have  learned,  with  unfeigned  gratification,  the 
result  of  your  truly  glorious  efforts  lo  avert  in  a man- 
ner equally  honorable  to  both  parties,  occurrences, 
which  menaced  a collision,  that  would  have  been 
depreciated  by  the  whole  civilized  world,  between 
two  great  nations  connected  by  every  tie  that  can 
bind  together  kindred  people. 

What  you  have  accomplished  in  the  recent  paci- 
fication on  our  eastern  frontier  is,  however,  sir,  only 
what  a knowledge  ot  your  previous  career  could  not 
have  tailed  to  induce  us  to  anticipate.  As  the  hero 
of  Chippewa,  your  name  has  been,  for  more  than  a 
quarter  ot  a century,  familiar  to  the  whole  American 
people,  and  is,  in  the  minds  of  the  rising  generation, 
associated  with  the  most  memorable  events  of  their 
country’s  history;  while  in  the  various  contests, 
which  it  has  been  your  duty  to  cairy  on  against  sa- 
vage foes,  w'e  have  ever  found  the  same  talent  and 
energy  to  applaud,  w hich  were  so  conspicuous  w hen 
employed  against  the  veterans  of  Europe. 

But,  il  a general,  who  wins  laurels  on  the  field  of 
battle,  in  the  vindication  of  a nation’s  honor,  be  en- 
titled to  our  grateful  recollections,  how  much  more 
deserving  of  them  must  he  be,  by  whose  prudence 
and  wisdom  the  necessity  of  a recourse  to  arms  is 
averted?  Without  again  adverting  to  transactions 
now  present  to  the  minds  of  alt,  in  you  we  recog 
mse  the  republican  commander  who  though  an  ar- 
dent supporter  ot  the  institutions  of  his  owui  country, 
when  entrusted  with  the  nutrahty  of  the  Canadian 
frontier,  not  only  knew  how  to  preserve  and  main- 
tain the  majesty  of  our  own  laws,  but  too  well  under 
stood  the  dufier  which  one  nation  owes  to  another, 
to  foment,  lor  til?  propagation  of  political  principles, 
a civil  war  among  the  subjects  of  a neighboring  and 
friendly  power. 

As  a testimony  of  our  respect  and  esteem,  and 
w-ith  a view  of  exchanging  congratulations  on  the 
most  important  event,  to  which  you  have  recently  so 
happily  contributed,  we  would  finite  you  to  partake 
ot  a public  dinner,  in  this  city  on  sucli  day  as  it  may 
comport  with  your  convenience  to  appoint 


Jas  Talinadge, 

W.  A.Duer, 

Aaron  Clark, 
George  Griswold, 
Sami.  B.  Ruggles, 
Sainl.  Ward, 

Dudley  Sdden, 
Jam«  s I.  Jones, 
Thos  W.  Ludlow, 
Robt.  Ray, 

Jona.  Prescott  Hall, 
John  Rathbone,  jr. 
Thos.  Suffern, 

B.  Robinson, 

P.  Pei  if, 

Betij.  L.  Swan, 

M.  Robinson, 

W.  H.  Aspinwall, 


P.  G.  Stuyvesanf, 
James  G King, 
David  B Ogden, 
N.  Prims 
Jas.  W.  r*tis, 

J.  Blent, 

John  A.  King, 
Philip  Hone, 
Augustus  Fleming, 
C.  A.  Davis, 

G.  W.  Bruen, 

Arch.  Gracia, 
Henry  Brevourt,  jr. 
Jona.  Goodhue, 

W.  B.  Lawrence, 
Russell  H.  Nevins, 
J.  Arnory, 

R.  M.  Blatchford. 


Head  quarters , eastern  division, 
Washington,  April  6,  1839. 
Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  io  receive  your 
two  notes,  whicli  I beg  permission  to  consider  as  one 


— the  sentiments,  and  many  of  the  sigtieis  being? 
common  lo  both — inviting  me  in  terms  as  feficitous 
as  they  are  partial  arid  flattering,  to  a public  dinner 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  testimony  of  the  estima- 
tion in  which  you  are  pleased  to  hold  my  long  eii- 
deavois  in  the  service  of  a country  that  is  equally 
dear  to  us  all. 

Among  you,  I have  the  happiness  to  recognise  ma- 
ny an  old  and  kind  friend,  and  not  an  individual 
whom  1 should  not  he  proud  to  make  one.  If,  then, 

1 find  inyself  compelled  to  decline  the  high  honor 
tendered  by  such  persons,  on  the  part  of  the  great 
city  of  the  new  woi  Id,  I trust  you  will  do  me  the  jus4 
tice  to  believe  it  is  from  no  want  of  reciprocal  con- 
sideration and  esteem. 

Those  sentiments  are  deeply  impressed  on  my 
heart.  But  my  position  as  a soldier,  bound  by  pecu- 
liar lies  and  duties  to  country  and  government — the 
necessity  of  continuing  itinerant,  1 know  not  how 
long,  and  the  danger  of  seeming  to  seek,  in  violation 
of  military  propiiety,  such  honors — all  have  recently 
admonished  me  to  accept  no  public  entertainment 
whatever. 

In  the  sentiments  expressed,  I have  the  honor, 
gentlemen,  to  subscribe  myself,  your  grateful  and 
devo  ed  servant,  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

To  Messrs.  Jas.  Talmadge,  Philip  Hone,  William 
A.  Duer,  C.  W. Lawrence,  Aaron  Clark,  A.  Flem- 
ing, P.  G.  Stuyvesant,  Charles  King,  Jas.  G.  King, 
Daniel  Jackson,  David  B.  Ogden,  J.  Watson  Webb, 
G.  Griswold,  Thads.  Phelps,  N.  Prime,  C.  A Dav  s, 
8.  B.  Ruggles,  Edwd.  Curtis,  Samuel  Ward,  Jacob 
P.  Giraud,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


THE  COAL  MINE  EXPLOSION. 

The  following  additional  particulars  respecting 
this  fearful  disaster  are  furnished  in  the  Richmond 
Compiler  of  the  21st  ultimo: 

The  Black  Heath  mine,  worked  by  the  “Black 
Heath  coal  company,”  is  one  of  Ihe  richest  and  most 
extensive  in  this  country.  It  is  twelve  miles  from 
Richmond  in  nearly  a western  direction,  and  is  situ- 
ated in  the  midst  oi  bituminous  coal  fields  of  un- 
known extent.  The  shaft  from  which  the  explosion 
of  Monday  took  place  has  net  long  been  sunk, 
and  we  believe  is  the  deepest  in  the  union,  being 
more  than  seven  hundred  feet  to  its  bottom.  Up- 
wards of  ten  million  bushels  of  coal  had  been  ex- 
plored in  the  pit  reached  by  it;  and  none  can  con- 
jecture how  much  more  a further  exploration  would 
discover. 

The  steam  engines  and  apparatus  for  hoisting  coal 
from  this  shaft  were  excellent,  and  the  system  and 
facility  with  which  the  hoisting  process  was  con- 
ducted, produced  an  average  of  about  two  thousand 
five  hundred  bushels  of  coal  per  day.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  these  operations  have  been  interrupt- 
ed— throw  ing  so  much  weight  in  the  scale  of  our 
productions,  and  aiding  essentially  to  increase  our 
capital  and  commercial  strength  as  they  did— and 
this  regret  is  added  to  by  the  afflicting  event  which 
has  caused  the  interruption.  However,  the  intelli- 
gent and  active  men  who  are  superintending  the 
mine  say  that  it  will  be  reclaimed  in  a short  lime. 

The  explosion  was  one  ol  a most  violent  nature. 
How  it  happened  there  is  no  telling.  But  that  it 
occurred  iroin  neglect  or  disregard  of  positive  or- 
ders and  regulations  of  the  pit  is  beyond  all  doubt. 
The  diifts  and  “air  coasts”  (passages  for  the  air 
lioin  chamber  to  chamber)  were  so  arranged  as  to 
keep  up  constant  ventillation.  It  is  the  general 
opinion  that  one  of  the  doors  of  the  “ air  coasts” 
must  have  been  closed,  and  that  thus  the  “inflam- 
mable gas”  accumulated  on  Sunday  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  produce  the  explosion  soon  after  the 
1 iborers  entered  the  pit  on  Monday  morning.  Sir 
Humphrey  Davy’s  safety  lamp  was  regularly  used 
on  Monday  morning.  It  was  commonly  carried 
forward  to  test  the  presence  of  the  gas.  It  may 
have  been  out  of  order;  if  a slight  rent  should  have 
bf-en  in  its  wire  gauze  covering  it  would  readily  ig- 
nite the  gas.  Other  lamps  were  used;  and  one  of 
these  may  have  been  taken  into  a chamber  or  drift 
where  the  safety  lamp  had  not  been  presented.  Ei- 
ther of  these  causes  would  involve  carelessness. 
The  density  and  inflammability  of  the  g s misiht 
have  caused  the  wire  to  have  become  oxidated,  and 
fall  to  pieces;  but  that  could  not  have  occurred  till 
alter  indication  by  flame  inside  the  gauze,  of  a dan- 
ger in  the  lace  of  which  it  would  have  been  madness 
in  the  laborers  to  remain.  Whatever  may  nave 
been  the  immediate  cause,  the  arrangements  and 
rules  of  the  pit,  drawn  fiom  the  lights  of  science 
and  experience  in  mining,  were  such  as  to  have  en- 
sured safety  if  properly  attended.  But  would  it  not 
be  well,  in  order  to  diminish  the  chances  of  danger 
horn  even  carelessness  itself,  to  use  Davy’s  lamp 
xclusively,  in  all  pits  where  there  has  been  any  ex- 
hibition of  carburretted  hydrogen  oi  “inflammable 
gas?” 
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On?  of  the  superintendents  ol  the  operation  in 
the  pit,  who  was  below  when  the  explosion  look 
place,  was  a man  of  great  skill  in  his  profession,  hav- 
ing been  many  years  engaged  in  it  in  some  ol  the 
most  famous  of  the  English  mines.  He  was  a Scotch  • 
man,  named  John  Rynard.  It  is  hard  to  account 
for  how  he  should  have  permitted  the  cause  of  the 
occurrence;  but  even  in  the  midst  of  an  etfort  to 
correct  the  omission  or  neglect  of  Saturday  night, 
the  explosion  may  have  taken  place. 

Mr.  John  Hancock,  a native  of  Chesterfield,  of 
resp  -ctable  family,  was  the  other  unfortunate  super- 
intendent. 

The  laborers  were  all  colored  men.  The  super- 
intendents above  the  shafts  say  that  about  forty  were 
below.  They  cannot  speak  with  certainty.  Many 
had  gone  to  see  their  wives  at  distant  plantations, 
and  it  was  not  known  how  many  Had  returned. 
Those  who  had  not  do  not  appear  from  terror  at  the 
news  of  the  explosion;  but  forty  is  the  maximum. 

The  explosion  was  so  powerful  as  to  blow  pieces 
of  timber  out  of  the  shaft  to  a distance  of  a hundred 
ards  from  it.  Tnree  men  were  blown  up  in  a coal 
amper  to  a height  of  some  thirty  or  forty  feet  above 
its  top;  two  of  them  fell  out  of  the  hamper  in  Hitler 
ent  directions  and  were  immediately  killed;  the 
third  remained  in  it,  and  fell  with  it,  escaping  most 
miraculously  with  his  life,  having  both  legs  broken. 
He  is  now  doing  very  well.  Much  loose  coal  was 
blown  from  the  drifts  to  the  bottom  of  the  shaft,  and 
four  of  the  bodies,  as  we  have  already  stated,  were 
taken  from  beneath  a large  bulk  there  in  a mutilated 
state.  Four  were  taken  out  shortly  after  the  explo- 
sion on  Monday,  one  of  whom  died.  The  others 
are  in  a fair  way  to  recover. 

Every  exertion  has  been  made,  which  could  be 
made  consistently  with  safety,  to  rescue  the  unfor- 
tunate beings.  It  appeared,  upon  going  down  the 
shaft,  much  carbonic  acid  gas  (the  product  of  com- 
bustion) was  present.  This  is  called  at  the  mines 
“black  damp,”  and  though  not  inflammable,  is  de- 
structive to  human  life.  This,  then,  had  first  to  be 
dispersed.  Ttie  partitions,  too,  in  the  shaft,  neces- 
sary for  the  ingress  and  egress  of  air  in  the  pit,  were 
much  torn  to  pieces  by  the  explosion,  and  had  to  be 
repaired  as  the  shaft  was  descended,  or  death  would 
have  resulted  to  those  who  went  down. 

These  explosions  were  formerly  common  in  the 
north  of  England.  One  occurred  at  the  Felling 
colliery  in  Northumberland,  England,  on  the  25th 
May,  1812,  in  which  ninety-two  lives  were  lost. 
This  is  the  greatest  destruction  ever  known  from 
the  same  cause.  In  1815  an  explosion  occurred  in 
a mine  at  Durham,  in  which  fifty-seven  persons 
were  destroyed,  ar.d  in  another  twenty -two  were 
killed  in  the  same  manner.  The  discoveries  of  sir 
Humphrey  Davy  and  other  contributors  to  science 
and  benefactors  of  mankind  have  since  rendered  the 
avoidance  of  these  destructive  explosions  certain. 

In  our  mines  no  explosion  of  any  extent  has  ever 
occurred  from  the  ignition  of  inflammable  gas.  Such 
are  as  certainly  (o  be  guarded  against  as  the  burst- 
ing of  steam  boilers.  The  safeguards  iu  each  are 
as  simple  as  etfective. 

Let  the  unfortunate  event  which  has  just  occurred 
be  a lesson  and  warning,  as  we  are  sure  it  will  be, 
and,  if  possible,  cause  a more  constant  and  rigid  ob- 
servance of  the  rules  which  science  and  experience 
have  pointed  out  as  the  sure  and  unerring  guaran- 
tees of  safety. 

SWARTWOUT  DEFALCATIONS. 
Report  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  chosen 
by  bdllot,  by  the  house  ol Representatives,  January 
17  and  19,  1839,  on  the  subject  of  the  defalcations 
of  Samuel  Swart  wout  and  others,  and  the  correct- 
ness of  the  returns  of  collectors  and  receivers 
of  the  public  money;  also,  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee. 

[continued  from  page  95.] 

Cause  3.  Cul/mble  disregard  of  law  and  neglect  of 
official  duty,  by  the  first  auditor  of  the  treasury. 
Trie  duties  of  the  first  auditor  are  prescribed  iri 
the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  September  2,  1789,  “to 
establish  the  treasury  department,”  and  the  act  ol 
March  3,  1817,  “to  provide  for  the  prompt  settle- 
ment of  public  accounts,”  and  are  as  follows; 

“It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  first  auditor  to  receive 
all  accounts  accruing  in  the  treasury  department, 
and,  after  examination,  to  certify  the  balance,  and 
transmit  the  accounts,  with  the  vouchers  and  certifi 
cates,  to  the  first  comptroller,  for  his  decision  there- 
on.” 

The  present  auditor  came  into  his  office  Novem- 
ber 1,  1836. 

The  accounts  of  Mr.  Swartwout  up  to  December 
31,  1837,  appear  to  have  been  regularly  transmitted 
to  his  office,  pursuant  to  the  treasury  circular  ol 
March  1,  183!),  for  examination  and  settlement. 
The  law  contemplates  this  examination  to  be  a tho- 
rough check  upon  the  errors,  if  any  exist,  of  both 


the  collector  and  naval  officer.  And  here  all  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  accounts,  except  his  bond  accounts,  ap- 
pear to  have  been  examined,  with  their  proper 
vouchers,  and  certified  by  the  auditor.  But  the  au- 
ditor’s certificate  covered  the  bond  accounts  as  well 
as  the  other  charges,  although  not  in  fact  examined. 
His  certificate,  with  the  vouchers,  except  those  re- 
lating to  bond  accounts,  was  transmitted  to  the  first 
comptroller;  but  there  was  a constant  neglect  lo 
transmit  the  vouchers  of  the  bond  account  there- 
with, as  positively  required  by  law.  It  is  in  these 
bond  accounts,  (bus  neglected,  and  in  regard  to 
which  the  law  and  treasury  instructions  have  at  all 
times  been  most  specific,  requiring  examination, 
with  vouchers,  that  the  frauds  upon  the  revenue  by 
Swartwout  were  committed.  No  account  appears 
ever  to  have  been  returned  to  the  first  auditor  by 
the  comptroller,  because  the  vouchers  of  the  bond 
accounts  of  Swartwout  were  not  transmitted  with 
the  auditor’s  certificate  thereon. 

It  is  to  this  culpable  disregard  of  law  and  neglect 
of  duty  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  that  is  attributa- 
ble to  the  escape  of  Swartwout’s  fraud  and  defalca- 
tion from  detection. 

The  same  neglect  in  this  most  important  branch 
of  Swartwout’s  account  appears  to  have  prevailed 
in  the  auditor’s  office  since  1832.  It  then  originat- 
ed in  the  disuse  of  the  records  required  by  positive 
instructions,  as  well  as  from  the  nature  of  the  exa- 
mination of  accounts  that  is  required  by  law  of  the 
auditor.  This  feature  in  th<*  administration  of  this 
office  is  exhibited  in  the  following  examination: 

Answers  of  Mr.  Underwood,  a principal  clerk  in 
the  office. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Fosler. 

Question  20.  Were  not  the  accounts,  abstracts 
and  vouchers,  or  other  papers  which  were  before 
you  at  the  time  you  made  those  examinations  and 
statements,  such  as  are  usually  before  you  in  your  ex- 
aminations and  statements  when  “upon  the  same 
class  of  duties?” 

Answer.  They  were. 

Question  21.  In  that  examination  and  statement 
did  you  not  bestow  the  same  care  and  attention  as 
you  have  at  other  times  bestowed  “upon  the  same 
class  of  duties?” 

Answer.  I did,  except  that,  in  relation  to  the 
bond  account,  I made  no  examination  whatever. 

Question  22.  What  were  your  reasons  why  you 
did  not  examine  the  bond  account,  at  the  same  time 
that  you  examined  the  other  accounts  ? 

Answer.  As  “the  bonds  taken  in  New  York  are 
recorded  in  the  first  auditor’s  office  only  to  the  2d 
quarter  of  1834,  while  those  paid  or  put  in  suit  are 
marked  off  only  to  the  4th  quarter  of  1832,”  it  was 
utterly  impracticable  for  me  to  make  such  an  exa- 
mination of  the  bond  accounts  for  the  3d  and  4th 
quar'ers  of  1837  as  would  test  their  accuracy.  As 
soon  as  the  account  of  the  customs  was  received  at 
the  office  of  the  first  auditor,  the  bond  accounts 
were  handed  in  to  the  clerk,  whose  duly  it  was  to 
enter  and  mark  off  the  bonds;  and  there  they  re- 
main to  this  day. 

Question  23.  Did  you,  on  that  examination  and 
statement,  discover  any  defalcation  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Swartwout? 

Answer.  I did  not. 

Examinedby  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  41.  Is  it  true,  or  is  it  not  true,  that  the 
examination  by  the  first  auditor  of  the  treasury,  pre- 
scribed by  law,  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  quarterly  ac- 
counts of  bonds  taken  and  bonds  paid,  as  returned 
to  the  treasury  department,  has  been  entirely  omit- 
ted since  1832;  and  is  it  true,  or  not  true,  that  this 
omission  to  examine  said  accounts  is  the  sole  rea- 
son why  Swartwout’s  defalcations  on  paid  bonds 
have  escaped  detection  at  the  treasury  department 
until  after  he  left  his  office? 

Answer.  The  bond  accounts  of  New  York  have 
not  been  examined,  it  is  believed,  in  the  office  of 
the  first  auditoi,  since  the  4th  quarter  of  1832.  Had 
said  accounts  been  thoroughly  examined  as  soon  as 
received  at  the  office  of  the  first  auditor,  the  defal 
cation  in  regard  to  the  bonds  must,  in  my  opinion, 
have  been  discovered  before  the  expiration  of  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  term.  Whether  the  omission  to  make 
such  examination  be  the  sole  reason  why  his  defal- 
cation on  said  bonds  was  not  so  discovered,  I do  not 
know. 

Question  42.  Do  you  know,  from  your  acquaint- 
ance with  the  nature  of  said  accounts,  and  your  ex- 
perience in  the  auditor’s  office,  any  other  reason 
for  Swartwont’s  successful  concealment  of  his  de- 
falcations, than  the  omission  to  examine  his  ac- 
counts thoroughly  “at  the  auditor’s  office?”  Plea=e 
state  also  lor  what  period  you  have  been  connected 
with  said  office  as  an  accountant  upon  custom 
hou=e  returns? 

Answer.  I do  not  know,  as  regards  the  returns 
ol  Mr.  Swartwout  to  the  first  auditor,  any  reason 


why  his  defalcations  were  not  discovered  sooner,- 
other  than  the  omission  to  examine  his  bond  ac- 
count promptly  and  thoroughly  at  the  first  auditor’s 
office. 

Jt  is  apparent  to  the  committee,  from  the  exami- 
nation and  testimony,  that  the  first  auditor  himself 
has  never,  until  very  recently,  made  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  internal  organization  and  duties 
of  his  office,  or  the  system  of  checks  instituted  un- 
der treasury  regulations  for  it.  Of  course,  if  the 
chief  in  the  office  is  either  negligent  or  ignorant  of 
the  duties  devolved  by  law  upon  him,  or  negligent 
because  ignorant  of  the  inodes  instituted  and  in 
force  through  prior  years  of  executing  those  duties, 
the  subordinates  of  the  office  may  find  ample  oppor- 
tunity lor  indulging  in  any  degree  of  negligence  in 
their  vocations,  to  the  imminent  hazard  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  nation,  and  its  consequent 
loss  in  unmeasured  and  unknown  masses.  In  an- 
swer 9 he  says:  “When  I came  into  office,  on  ihe 
1st  of  November,  1836,  the  recording  of  the  abstracts 
of  bonds  taken  iu  New  York  was,  I think,  as  far 
back  as  some  time  in  1833,  and  the  checking  off 
was  back  somewhere  in  1832.  I was  a considera- 
ble time  in  office  before  my  attention  was  drawn 
to  these  bond  registers;  and,  at  first,  I only  regard- 
ed them  as  records  for  the  purpose  of  reference 
when  occasion  might  require,  and  did  not  under- 
stand that  they  were  intended  to  check  the  collector 
in  his  quarterly  returns.  At  what  time  1 did  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  object  for  which  they 
were  instituted,  I cannot  recollect;  and  perhaps 
even  then  I did  not  fully  estimate  the  importance 
of  having  them  brought  up.  The  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  kept,  and  the  little  importance  that 
seemed  to  have  been  attached  to  them  by  my  pre- 
decessor, had  certainly  lessened  their  importance  in 
my  estimation.  I however  did  direct  another  clerk, 
whom  I had  employed  in  recording  the  reports  on 
the  collectors’  accounts,  to  devote  any  time  he  had 
to  spare  from  recording  the  reports,  to  recording 
bonds;  which  he  did  until  other  business  required 
his  attention.  But,  I deem  it  proper  to  say,  that,  if 
I had  been  fully  aware  of  the  use  of  these  registers 
at  the  moment  I came  into  office,  and  had  put  a 
clerk  his  whole  time  to  recording  and  checking  off 
the  New  York  bond  account,  he  would  not  have 
been  able  to  have  brought  it  up  so  as  to  have  dis- 
covered the  error  in  Swarlwout’s  bond  account  of 
1837,  much,  if  any,  before  the  time  it  was  disco- 
vered. Indeed,  it  is  doubtful,  in  my  mind,  whether 
one  clerk  could  have  brought  them  up  by  that  time. 
If,  however,  the  recording  of  the  bonds  had  not 
been  required  by  the  former  practice,  and  original 
abstracts  bad  been  used  lor  checking  otf  the  bonds 
paid  and  put  in  suit,  by  which  means  this  examina- 
tion, if  it  had  been  kept  up  from  the  commence- 
ment, could  have  been  made  in  time  to  accompany 
the  report  on  the  quarterly  account,  it  would  have 
been  discovered  in  the  auditor’s  office,  somewhere 
about  the  1st  of  September,  1837,  that  Mr.  Swart- 
wout  had  failed  to  account  for  a large  amount  of 
bonds  that  had  fallen  due  in  the  1st  quarter  of  that 
year;  and  this  discovery,  it  is  presumed,  would,  as 
a matter  of  coutse,  have  led  to  inquiry;  but,  in  the 
condition  in  which  the  bonds  then  were,  in  regard 
to  the  right  of  extension,  the  collector  might  have 
deceived  the  department  for  a time.” 

It  has  been  made  manifest  to  the  committee,  in 
their  investigation,  that  a recurrence  to  the  records 
of  either  the  comptroller’s  office  or  of  the  first  audi- 
tor’s  office,  by  either  of  the  incumbents  of  these 
offices,  would  readily  have  instructed  them  in  the 
importance  of  the  bond  register,  which  has  been 
thus  culpably  neglected.  It  would  have  been  found 
that  the  very  occurrence  which  has  now  happened, 
though  in  a degree  not  in  like  manner  so  alarming 
to  the  public  mind  as  the  latter,  gave  rise  to  the  in- 
stitution of  the  necessary  means  to  prevent  its  repe- 
tition in  all  future  time,  while  due  diligence  should 
be  used  in  these  accounting  officers.  The  follow- 
ing examination  of  the  comptroller  places  this  po- 
sition beyond  cavil,  and  leaves  as  well  the  auditor 
as  the  comptroller  without  apology  for  anv  neglect 
of  duty  in  relation  to  the  bond  accounts  of  collec- 
tors. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  21.  Please  examine  the  following  ex- 
tract, and  say  if  it  be  a true  copy  from  a circular  ot 
Ihe  first  comptroller  to  “collectors,  naval  officers 
and  surveyors.”  dated  August  5,  1822;.  and  if  yea, 
state  when,  if  ever,  its  requirements  have  been  mo- 
dified or  repealed: 

“Frequent  calls  being  made  by  cono-ress  on  the 
officers  of  the  treasury  for  information  respecting 
duty  bonds  outstanding,  duty  bonds  in  suit,  &c. 
and  anticipating  that  similar  calls  will  continue  to 
be  made  at  subsequent  sessions,  it  has  been  con- 
cluded. in  order  to  facilitate  this  object,  as  also  to 
be  in  possession  of  more  precise  information,  from 
time  to  time,  of  the  existing  state  of  all  custom 
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house  bonds,  to  keep  a register  at  the  treasury  of 
all  such  bonds,  so  that  any  information  in  relation 
to  tliem,  on  those  points  which  may  hereafter  be 
required,  can  be  given  by  this  department,  without 
recurring  in  the  first  instance,  as  heretofore,  to  the 
collectors  of  the  customs. 

“To  make  this  register  complete,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  obtain  from  the  several  collectors  lists  of 
the  bonds  whicti  have  been  taken  in  their  districts, 
respectively,  and  which  may  remain  due  and  un- 
paid on  the  30th  September  next. 

“These  lists  you  are  requested  to  furnish,  ac- 
cordingly, with  as  little  delay  after  that  day  as 
practicable,  observing  the  accompanying  forms. 

“The  usual  quarter-yearly  bond  accounts,  which 
are  to  be  rendered  for  the  quarter  ending  the  30th 
proximo,  and  thereafter,  will  contain  all  the  infor- 
mation which  may  be  necessary  to  keep  the  regis- 
ter alluded  to,  provided  care  be  taken  by  the  col- 
lectors that  a specification  be  always  made  at  the 
end  of  each  bond  account,  showing  what  part  of  the 
balance  of  bonds  outstanding  consists  in  bonds  not 
due,  and  what  part  in  bonds  put  in  suit. 

“Having  reason  to  believe  that,  by  this  arrange- 
ment, the  collectors  will  be  saved  a great  deal  of 
trouble  and  labor  hereafter,  it  is  hoped  that  every 
exertion  will  be  made  that  the  lists  now  required  be 
as  perfect  as  possible.” 

Answer.  I have  examined  the  above  “extract,” 
and  find  it  to  be  a true  copy  from  a circular  of  the 
first  comptroller  to  collectors,  naval  officers  and  sur- 
veyors, dated  August  5, 1822 — a part  of  the  records 
of  the  comptroller’s  office.  Its  requirements  have 
never  been  repealed,  nor  essentially  modified. 

The  contemplated  “register”  ol  bonds  was  to  be 
.kept  in  the  auditor’s  office,  as  will  appear  from  the 
annexed  copy  (marked  A)  ol  a paper  on  file  in  the 
■comptroller’s  office,  dated  27th  October,  1830,  sign- 
ed by  R.  Harrison,  late  auditor. 

A. 

In  the  year  1822,  it  was  discovered  that  some  col- 
lectors of  the  customs  had  been  in  the  practice  of  mak- 
ing false  returns  to  the  treasury,  by  retaining  or  con- 
tinuing in  their  account  borAs  as  outstanding,  which 
had  been  actually  paid;  thereby  increasing  the  balance 
of  their  quarterly  accounts  in  bonds,  and  diminishing 
in  the  same  proportion  that  of  cash  on  hand.  With  a 
view  to  the  possession  of  means  to  check  and  pre- 
vent such  practice  thereafter,  it  was,  on  a confer- 
ence between  the  accounting  officers  and  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Crawford,  (and  I think  at  my  suggestion), 
arranged  that  a register  should  be  kept  in  the  audi- 
tor’s office,  of  all  bonds  then  existing,  as  well  as  of 
those  to  be  subsequently  taken  and  discharged  in 
the  several  collection  districts. 

In  pursuance  of  this  arrangement,  the  collectors 
were  required  by  a circular  of  the  comptioller  dated 
August  5,  1822,  to  make  out  and  forward  a full  and 
.complete  list  of  all  bonds  which  should  remain  un- 
paid in  their  respective  districts  on  the  30th  of 
September  following.  As  these  lists  came  in,  they 
were  entered  in  the  appropriate  registers;  and  the 
same  course  has  obtained  with  respect  to  those 
since  periodically  received  with  the  quarterly  re- 
turns of  the  collectors. 

This  arrangement  was  deemed  the  more  neces- 
sary, in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  accounts  by  the 
destruction  of  the  treasury  building  in  the  year 
1814;  and  it  is  believed  to  have  effected,  besides, 
the  saving  of  much  money  to  the  United  States. 

° R.  HARRISON. 

Auditor's  office,  October  27,  1830. 

Answer  coalined.  The  comptroller’s  office  had 
been  for  many  years  in  the  practice  of  receiving 
the  public  accounts  whicli  ought  properly,  and  ac- 
cording to  law,  to  have  been  sent  by  the  officers 
direct  to  the  auditor.  On  the  1st  March,  1830,  this 
erroneous  practice  was  corrected  by  circular  in- 
structions from  the  comptroller’s  office,  (a  copy  of 
which  is  annexed,  marked  B);  and  since  that  time 
the  public  accounts  have  been  received  by  the 
auditor. 

B. 

[CIRCULAR.] 

Treasury  department. 
Comptroller's  office,  March  1,  1830. 

Sir:  It  has  been  the  practice,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  government,  originating,  it  is 
presumed,  in  a treasury  regulation,  for  all  officers 
whose  accounts  were  to  be  settled  in  this  depart- 
ment to  render  them  to  this  office. 

The  reason  of  this  practice  cannot  be  well  ac- 
counted for,  because  the  filth  section  of  the  act  of 
2d  September,  1789,  to  establish  the  treasury  de- 
partment, directs  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
auditor  (there  being  but  one  auditor  at  that  time) 
“to  receive  all  public  accounts,  and,  after  examina- 
tion, to  certify  the  balance,  and  transmit  the  ac- 
counts, with  the  vouchers  and  certificate,  to  the 
comptroller,  for  his  decision  thereon;”  and  the  4th 
section  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1817,  to  provide 


for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,  di- 
rects “that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  first  auditor 
to  receive  all  accounts  accruing  in  the  treasury  de- 
partment, and,  alter  examination,  to  pursue  the 
same  course  with  that  required  in  the  first  men- 
tioned act.” 

The  practice  which  thus  obtained,  being  in  ope- 
ration at  the  time  1 came  into  office,  was  acqui- 
esced in,  and  has  been  continued  ever  since;  but 
the  great  accumulation  of  the  business  of  this  office 
induced  an  investigation  to  ascertain  whether  it 
could  not  be  relieved  from  some  part  of  it;  when, 
the  laws  referred  to  being  brought  into  view',  it 
was,  upon  a consultation  with  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  concluded  to  be  the  correct  construction, 
that,  according  to  their  requirements,  all  accounts 
to  be  reported  upon  by  the  first  auditor  should  be 
transmitted  directly  to  him.  This  course  you  will 
be  pleased  to  adopt  in  future,  commencing  with 
your  returns  lor  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
year;  to  which  an  exception  is  to  be  made  in  rela- 
tion to  the  annual  accounts  of  emoluments  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  collectors,  naval  officers  and  sur- 
veyors, required  by  the  second  section  of  the  com- 
pensation act  of2cJ  March,  1799,  the  form  of  wtiich 
is  subjoined  to  the  circular  from  this  department  to 
those  officers,  under  date  of  the  2-5th  August,  1823. 

These  accounts  are,  as  heretoiore,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  this  office,  for  the  object  staled  in  the 
section  referred  to. 

It  is  deemed  proper,  on  this  occasion,  to  inform 
you,  in  order  that  you  may  not  misdirect  your  ac- 
counts and  returns,  that  Richard  Harrison,  esq.  is 
the  first  auditor  of  the  treasury.  Respectfully, 
JOS.  ANDERSON,  comptroller. 

Answer  continued.  The  term  “this  department,” 
as  it  occurs  in  the  extract  fiom  the  circular  of  Au- 
gust 5,  1822,  is  always  used  by  the  comptroller  in 
reference  to  tile  treasury  department,  generally,  of 
which  the  comptroller’s  office  is  frequently  lhe  me- 
dium of  conveying  instructions  or  collecting  infor- 
mation. When  the  comptroller’s  office  proper  is 
meant,  the  term  used  by  the  comptroller  in  his 
communications  is  “this  office.” 

The  frauds  practiced  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  in  re- 
gard to  his  cash  balances  and  bonds  in  his  weekly 
returns  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  furnish  no 
apology  for  the  neglect  of  the  examining  auditor  or 
comptroller;  because  it  is  not  upon  these  weekly 
returns  that  these  officers  settle  the  collector’s 
quarterly  accounts.  In  fact,  these  officers  never 
see  such  returns.  This  fact  is  deduced,  though  in 
somewhat  an  attenuated  form,  from  the  following 
examination  -of  the  auditor  himself: 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  25.  If  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is 
not  the  accounting  officer  of  the  treasury  to  adjust 
and  settle  the  collectors’  accounts,  how  did  this 
concealment  from  him,  in  Mr.  Swartwout’s  weekly 
cash  returns,  as  described  in  your  last  answer,  of 
any  cash  items  with  which  lie  had  debitted  himself 
in  his  quarterly  accounts,  in  any  degree  enable  Mr. 
Swartwout  to  become  a defaulter  for  such  cash 
items? 

Answer.  I understand  there  are  weekly  returns 
made  to  the  secretary  of  the  amount  of  cash  re- 
ceived by  the  collector,  and  ol  payments  made 
by  him,  exhibiting  the  balance  on  hand.  Hence, 
it  will  readily  be  perceived  that,  although  the  col- 
lector may  debit  himself  correctly  in  his  quarterly 
accounts  with  every  tiling  with  which  he  is  chargea- 
ble, yet,  it  he  fails  to  charge  himself  in  his  cash 
account  with  the  whole  amount  of  cash  received, 
and  to  return  the.true  amount  in  his  weekly  returns, 
he  may  stand  truly  charged,  on  his  quarterly  ac- 
counts, with  the  whole  amount  for  which  he  is 
liable;  but  it  will  not  appear  as  cash  on  hand  in  his 
weekly  returns.  It  was  in  this  way,  as  I under- 
stand, that  a very  large  amount  of  Swartwout’s  de- 
falcation was  concealed  from  the  view  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury;  and  this  kind  of  deception 
might  be  practised  to  a considerable  extent,  as  long 
as  the  collector  is  continued  in  office,  unless  it 
could  be  discovered  from  a comparison  of  the  other 
returns  made  to  the  secretary,  or  by  a comparison 
with  the  quarterly  returns  made  to  the  auditor. 

Question  26.  In  your  first  answer  to  my  inter- 
rogatory, you  say  Mr.  Swartwout’s  own  accounts, 
up  to  March  28.  1838,  as  rendered  to  the  treasury 
department,  required  no  new  debit  to  include  against 
him  all  moneys  for  which  he  was  in  fact  indebted 
to  the  United  Slates,  either  as  “tonnage  duties,” 
“forfeitures,”  “treasury  warrants,”  “office  expen- 
ses,” or  “cash  to  be  refunded  to  merchants.” 

In  your  second  answer,  you  say  that,  notwith- 
standing his  whole  indebtedness  thus  made  to  ap- 
pear in  his  quarterly  accounts,  he  failed  to  render 
an  account  of  said  items  as  cash  in  his  weekly  re- 
turns to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  thus  kept 
their  amount  out  of  the  view  of  the  secretary  as 
cash  on  hand. 


Will  you  -now  state,  if  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury be  not  the  accounting  officer  of  the  treasury  to 
adjust  and  settle  collectors’  quarterly  accounts, 
how  did  any  such  deception  by  Swartwout,  as  you 
have  described  as  made  in  his  weekly  cash  returns 
to  the  secretary,  enable  him  to  become  a defaulter 
for  said  items  with  the  accounting  officers,  inas- 
much as  the  amount  ol  said  items  appeared  in  his 
quarterly  accounts  that  were  returned  to  such  ac- 
counting officers? 

Answer.  The  failure  to  return  the  true  amount 
of  money  received  by  the  collector  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  in  the  weekly  returns,  does  not  affect 
the  settlement  of  the  quarterly  accounts.  The  quar- 
terly accounts  may  exhibit  the  true  state  of  his  ac- 
counts up  to  the  end  of  the  quarter,  notwithstanding 
his  weekly  returns  made  to  the  secreta>~y  may  be  false. 
And  if  the  weekly  returns  made  were  false,  and  did 
not  contain  a true  account  of  the  moneys  he  had 
actually  received,  he  would  be  in  default  on  his 
quarterly  account  at  the  close  of  the  quarter. 

It  is,  then,  in  every  way  established,  that  to  the 
neglect  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury 
department,  equally  as  to  Swartwout’s  own  infideli- 
ty, the  loss  ol  the  public  money,  by  Swartwout’s 
defalcations,  has  occurred. 

The  following  examinations  will  still  further  elu- 
cidate this  position. 

Mr.  Fleming  examined  by  Mr.  Wise. 

Question  91.  Were  not  vouchers  for  all  debits 
and  credits  returned  with  weekly  and  quarterly  ac- 
counts; and  could  not  Mr.  Swartwout’s  indebted- 
ness at  any  time  be  ascertained  on  each  item  of 
“ forfeitures ,”  Ac.,  from  them? 

Answer.  Vouchers  for  all  debits,  and  for  all 
credits  where  vouchers  were  proper,  were  always 
returned  w'ith  the  quarterly  accounts;  and  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  indebtedness  at  any  time  upon  each 
item  of  “iorfeitures,”  &c.,  could  have  been  ascer- 
tained from  them. 

Mr.  Fleming  examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  87.  If  an  examination  had  been  made 
at  the  treasury  department  of  the  collectors’  quar- 
terly returns  "and  the  accompanying  alphabetically 
marked  explanatory  abstracts  and  vouchers,  would 
it  not  have  been  easily  determined  whether  any  of 
the  cash  items  credited  in  such  returns  constituted 
a component  part  of  the  item  of  “cash  retained,”  or 
a part  of  the  item  of  suspended  or  unsettled  ac- 
counts; and  do  or  do  not  the  explanatory  abstracts 
and  vouchers  that  accompanied  each  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout’s quarterly  returns  contain  full  and  explicit 
information  to  enable  the  examining  officers  at  the 
treasury  department  to  determine  into  what  general 
item  of  the  recapitulatory  explanation  at  the  foot 
of  each  quarterly  return  each  particular  item  of  cre- 
dit has  been  entered? 

Answer.  To  the  entire  interrogatory  I answer 
yes. 

Question  100.  Had  the  treasury  department  at 
any  time  required  information  relative  to  the  items 
of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  “ unsettled  and  suspense  ac- 
counts,” as  set  forth  in  his  quarterly  returns,  would 
not  the  manner  in  which  he  had  accounted  for  said 
sum  of  $60,291  42  have  appeared  distinctly? 

Answer.  I think  it  would. 

Question  75.  Could  “the  large  sum  of  $80,769 
53,”  described  in  your  last  answer,  retained  by 
Swartwout  in  1836,  have  become  a defalcation,  if 
the  treasury  department  had  not  lost  sight  of  it  in 
the  examination  of  his  accounts,  inasmuch  as  you 
say  in  your  last  answer  that  it  was  retained  “with 
the  knowledge  ol  the  treasury?” 

Answer.  It  could  not. 

But  no  call  for  explanation  was  ever  made  upon 
Mr.  Swartwout  by  any  of  the  accounting  officers. 
The  subjoined  testimony  establishes  this  fact. 

Mr.  Fleming  examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  99.  Was  Mr.  Swartwout,  at  any  time 
within  your  knowledge,  required  by  the  treasury 
department  to  explain  or  furnish  a bill  of  the  items 
upon  which,  from  time  to  time,  he  reported  his  ba- 
lances due  the  government  under  the  general  head 
of  “ amount  of  unsettled,  and  suspense  accounts?” 

Answer.  Mr.  Swartwout  was  never,  to  my  know- 
ledge, since  July,  1836,  when  I became  auditor,  re- 
quired to  explain  or  furnish  any  such  items. 

Mr.  Underwood  examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  14.  Do  you  know  that  any  call  was  at 
any  time  made,  prior  to  your  visit  to  New  York  in 
November  last,  either  by  or  under  the  direction  of 
the  auditor  of  the  treasury,  or  any  other  treasury 
officer,  for  an  explanation  from  Mr.  Swartwout  of 
the  nature  of  the  items  embraced  under  lhe  desig- 
nations of  “protests,”  “deposites  for  unascertained 
duties,”  “unsettled  and  suspense  accounts?”  If  yea, 
state  when  and  by  whom  such  call  was  made. 

Answer.  I had  heard  that  Mr.  Swartwout  retain- 
ed a large  sum  to  meet  the  payment  of  duties  un- 
der “protest;”  but  I knew  nothing  of  any  proceed- 
ings instituted  by  any  treasury  officer  in  relation  to 
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said  “protests,”  “cleposites  for  unascertained  du- 
ties,” or  “unsettled  and  suspense  accounts,”  prior 
to  ray  visit  to  New  York  in  November  last. 

George  Wood,  clei  Ic  in  comptroller's  office,  examined 
by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  5.  Was  any  call,  within  your  know- 
ledge, ever  made  upon  Mr.  Swartwoilt,  by  the  lirst 
comptroller  of  tlw  treasury,  to  explain  what  items 
were  contained  in  his  suspense  account,  which  has, 
from  time  to  time,  made  a part  of  the  aggregate  of 
bis  quarterly  account?  If  yea,  state  when  such  call 
was  made. 

Answer.  I have  no  recollection  of  any  such  call. 
Jesse  Miller,  first  auditor,  examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  31.  Was  any  call,  within  your  know- 
ledge, made  upon  Mr  Swartwoilt  at  any  time,  from 
your  department,  belore  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office,  to  explain  w'hat  items  were  contained  in 
his  suspense  account  as  debited  to  himself  uniform- 
ly in  his  quarterly  account?  Ifyea,  when  was  such 
call  made. 

Answer.  I know  of  no  such  call  prior  to  the  time 
alluded  to,  but  have  understood  that  there  was  some 
investigation  in  relation  to  these  accounts  at  the 
time  Swartwout’s  last  nomination  was  before  the 
senate.  In  the  settlement  of  his  quarterly  accounts, 
after  giving  him  credit  for  such  payments,  as  he 
produced  vouches  for,  and  the  bonds,  the  balance, 
I believe,  has  generally,  if  not  always,  in  the  state- 
ment and  report,  been  designated  as  cash  on  hand. 

Question  32.  Was  the  letter  marked  M,  and 
dated  August  13,  1838,  contained  in  house  docu- 
ment 13,  p.  105,  the  only  letter  sent  from  your  of- 
fice calling  upon  Mr.  Swartwoilt  for  a rendition  of 
his  last  quarterly  accounts?  If  nay,  please  annex  a 
copy  ot  all  that  preceded  or  succeeded  said  letter  on 
the  subject. 

Answer.  I believe  it  was.  It  is  the  only  one 
found  on  record  to  him  in  relation  to  that  account. 
When  I stated,  in  my  answer  to  some  other  inter- 
rogatory, that  he  had  been  repeatedly  called  on,  1 
had  reference  to  the  calls  from  the  comptroller’s  of- 
fice as  well  as  my  own. 

J.  N.  Barker,  first  comptroller,  examined  by  Mr. 

Smith. 

Question  10.  Was  any  call,  within  your  know- 
ledge, made  upon  Mr.  Swartwoilt,  at  any  time  before 
the.  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  to  explan  what 
items  were  contained  in  his  suspense  account,  as 
debited  to  himself,  uniformly,  in  his  quarterly  ac- 
count? Ifyea,  state  when  such  call  was  made. 

Answer.  There  was  no  such  call  made  within  my 
knowledge. 

Without  even  calling  upon  the  collector  for  ex- 
planation, the  entire  defalcation  of  Swartwoilt  upon 
his  bond  account  might  have  been  detected  by  due 
diligence  in  the  office  of  the  auditor,  had  there  been 
a comparison  made  of  the  accounts  retained  in  the 
auditor’s  office.  This  appears  from  the  following 
testimony: 

Mr.  Miller,  first  auditor,  examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  28.  Does  or  does  not  each  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wont’s  quarterly  returns  of  bonds  specify  the  names 
of  the  parties  to  each  bond,  its  date,  its  amount, 
and  when  it  becomes  due;  also,  the  names  of  the 
parties  to  each  bond  that  has  been  paid,  its  date, 
and  amount. 

Answer.  I believe  they  do;  but  the  abstract  of 
bonds  returned  as  paid  within  the  quarters  when 
his  bond  defalcations  occurred,  could  not  have 
contained  a description  of  those  bonds  on  which  he 
had  received  the  money  and  omitted  to  return 
‘‘paid.” 

Question  29.  By  a comparison  at  the  treasury  de- 
partment of  the  collector’s  quarterly  returns  for  any 
quarter  of  bonds  paid  within  each  quarter,  with  his 
preceding  quarterly  return  of  bonds  payable  ip.  that 
quarter,  is  not  the  examining  officer  enabled  to  de- 
tect any  omission  to  account  for  the  bonds  becom- 
ing due  in  such  last  quarter. 

Answer.  I answer  the  above  interrogatory  in 
the  affirmative;  and  I refer  to  my  letter  to  the  se 
cretary  of  the  treasury,  (contained  in  document  No. 
13),  and  to  my  answer  to  interrogatory  No.  9,  put 
by  Mr.  Curtis  as  explanatory. 

Question  30.  Has  any  such  comparison  as  is 
Tefered  to  in  your  last  answer  been  made  in  tile  of- 
fice of  the  first  auditor,  of  the  bond  account  of 
Samuel  Swartwoilt,  collector,  to  ascertain  if  he  had 
accounted  for  bonds  previously  returned  by  him  as 
falling  due,  been  made  in  said  auditor’s  office  for 
some  years  past?  If  nay,  state  to  what  period  the 
omission  extends  back. 

Answer.  The  recording  of  the  bonds  taken  was 
as  far  back  as  about  the  first  January,  1833,  when 
I came  into  office,  and  are  now  only  brought  up  to 
the  second  quarter  of  1834;  and  the  bonds  paid  and 
put  in  suit  are  not  marked  off  later  than  the  4th 
quarter  of  1832;  consequently,  the  bond  abstracts 
in  the  quarters  in  which  the  bond  defalcations  oc- 
curred were  not  checked  off  or  compared. 


Mr.  Fleming  examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  65.  Do  or  do  not  the  weekly  returns 
of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  cash  account  to  the  treasury 
department  coverand  embrace,  in  the  shape  of casti, 
all  the  elements  of  his  quarterly  returns? 

Answer.  They  do,  except  the  accounts  of  offi- 
cial emoluments,  and  certain  accounts  which  may 
be  payable  under  appropriations  of  congress;  these 
are  kept  distinct,  and  distinct  returns  are  made  of 
them. 

Question  66.  By  reference  to  and  comparison 
at  tlie  treasury  department,  of  the  collector’s  week- 
ly report  ot  cash  received  on  bonds  in  any  week,  with 
the  collector’s  previous  quarterly  returns  of  bonds 
becoming  due  in  such  week,  is  not  the  examining 
officer  enabled  at  once  to  detect  any  deficiency  in 
that  item  of  the  collector’s  weekly  cash  return? 

Answer.  If  the  quarterly  accounts  of  bonds  be- 
coming due  were  subdivided  at  the  treasury,  into 
sums  exhibiting  each  week’s  payments,  the  exa- 
mining officer  would  be  enabled  to  detect  any  defi- 
ciency, by  comparing  such  sums  with  the  weekly 
returns. 

Mr.  Fleming  examined  by  Mr.  Wagener. 

Question  44.  Question  4 states,  upon  the  quar- 
terly accounts  rendered  by  Mr  Sw'artwout,  would  not 
an  examination  ofthem  and  a striking  of  the  balance, 
have  shown  the  true  amount  due  from  Mr.  Swart- 
wout  at  any  time;  your  answer  is,  it  would. 

From  the  confused  state  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s 
accounts,  the  time  of  payment  of  bonds  extend- 
ed, and  the  large  number  to  be  examined,  could 
his  accounts  at  the  treasury  department  have  been 
examined  correctly  and  satisfactorily  until  the  final 
close  of  his  accounts;  and  until  then,  could  the  true 
amount  due  trom  Mr.  Swartwout  have  been  ascer- 
tained? 1 wish  you  particularly  to  testify  to  the 
present  case. 

Answer.  If  the  bond  accounts  had  been  tho- 
roughly and  promptly  examined  in  the  first  audi- 
tor’s office,  the  deficiency  in  the  bonds  payable  in 
the  first  quarter,  1837,  must  have  been  discovered 
before  Mr.  Swartwout’s  term  of  office  expired;  but 
whether  he  could  have  concealed  the  real  lacts  of 
the  ca3e  from  the  department,  by  a reference  to  the 
embarrassment  and  the  coniusion  in  his  office  aris- 
ing from  the  non  payment  and  extension  of  bonds, 
until  the  close  of  his  term,  I do  not  know:  I rather 
am  of  opinion  that  he  could  not. 

From  the  preceding  testimony,  the  committee  re- 
port the  following  facts  as  established: 

1st.  That  ttie  first  auditor  of  the  treasury  has 
been  guilty  of  culpable  disregard  of  law  and  neglect 
of  duty  in  examining  and  certifying  the  correctness 
of  the  accounts  of  the  late  collector  at  New  York, 
without  having  compared  them  thoroughly  with  the 
vouchers  accompanying  the  same;  and  also  in  trans- 
mittingsaid  accounts  to  the  first  comptroller  certifi- 
ed for  revision,  while  the  most  important  vouchers 
therefor  were  retained  in  his  own  office. 

2d.  That  no  fraud  practised  by  the  said  collector, 
in  his  weekly  returns  of  cash  to  the  secretary  of  tilt- 
treasury,  could  alfect  the  just  and  true  settlement 
of  the  quarterly  accounts  of  said  collector  at  the 
auditor’s  office,  as  said  weekly  returns  form  no  part 
of  the  basis  of  the  settlement  of  said  quarterly  ac- 
counts by  the  auditor,  and  therefore  furnish  no 
apology  for  the  neglect  of  the  auditor  to  examine  the 
same  thoroughly. 

3d.  That  without  the  aid  of  the  register  of  bond 
accounts  of  collectors,  required  by  law  and  treasu- 
ry circular  to  be  kept  by  the  auditor  to  enable  him 
to  detect  frauds  and  defalcations,  if  any  exist,  I he 
said  auditor  could  have  thoroughly  examined  said 
Swartwout’s  quarterly  account  during  any  quarter 
since  said  auditor  has  been  in  office,  inasmuch  as 
the  original  quarterly  accounts  were  retained 
against  law  in  his  office,  and  furnished  the  same 
means  of  a comparison  as  a register  could  have  f ur- 
nished. 

4th.  That  in  the  culpable  disregard  of  law  and 
neglect  of  duty  as  aforesaid,  by  said  auditor,  is  found 
a primary  cause  why  the  immense  defalcations  of 
said  Swartwout  in  1837,  and  subsequently,  escap- 
ed early  detection,  and  have  resulted  in  the  pro- 
bable loss  of  a large  amount  of  the  public  treasure. 
Cause  4.  Culpable  disregard  of  law  and  neglect  of 

official  duty  by  the  tale  and  present  first  comptrollers 

of  the  treasury. 

"The  functions  of  the  first  comptroller  of  the  trea- 
sury are  prescribed  in  the  act  of  March  3d,  1817, 
“to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  ac- 
counts,” as  follows: 

“That  it  shall  fie  the  duty  of  the  first  comptroller 
to  examine  all  accounts  settled,  by  the  first  and  fifth 
auditors,  and  certify  the  balances  arising  thereon  to 
the  register;  to  countersign  all  warrants  drawn  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  which  shall  be  war- 
ranted by  law;  to  report  to  the  secretary  the  official 
forms  to  be  issued  in  the  different  offices  for  collect-  ] 


ing  the  public  revenue,  and  the  manner  and  form 
ol  stating  the  accounts  of  the  several  persons  em- 
ployed therein:  he  shall,  also,  superintend  the  pre- 
servation of  the  public  accounts  subject  lo  his  revi- 
sion, and  provide  lor  the  regular  payment  of  all  mo- 
neys which  may  be  collected.” 

By  a treasury  circular  issued  by  the  comptroller 
March  1,  1830,  (see  journal  of  committee)  all  re- 
turns of  accounts  of  collectors  of  the  customs  were 
required  to  be  made,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
first  auditor  ol  the  treasmy.  Previously,  they  were 
sent  direct  to  the  first  comptroller,  and  from  his 
office  forwarded  to  the  first  auditor.  As  has  been 
seen  in  a previous  division  of  this  report,  the  law 
imposes  upon  the  first  auditor  the  duty  of  examin- 
ing these  accounts,  certifying  the  balance,  and  then 
transmitting  them,  “with  the  vouchers  and  certifi- 
cates, to  the  first  comptroller  for  his  decision  there- 
on.” 

Although  the  provisions  of  law  and  the  duty  of 
the  first  comptroller  are  thus  explicit,  requiring  him 
to  examine  tire  accounts  of  collectors  and  certify  the 
balance  thereon,  and  to  do  this  upon  “ vouchers ” re- 
quired by  law  and  treasury  regulations  lo  be  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  the  first  auditor,  the  evidence  taken 
by  the  committee  shows  that,  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  accounts  of  bonds  taken  and  paid,  both 
this  law  has  been  wholly  disregarded,  and  this  duty 
wholly  neglected,  by  the  late  and  the  present  comp- 
trollers from  tlie  year  1832  down  to  the  period  of  the 
discovery  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  immense  defalcations, 
in  November,  1838;  and  that,  for  this  w hole  period, 
these  accounts  have  not  only'  passed  the  auditor’s 
office  without  an  examination  oj  the  vouchers  requir- 
ed by  law,  but  have  also  been  certified  by,  and 
tra  smitted  from  the  comptroller  to  the  register, 
without  his  seeing  or  having  a voucher  for  them. 
During  the  whole  period  mentioned,  the  vouchers 
transmitted  by  the  collector  have  lain  dead,  useless 
and  untouched  in  the  auditor’s  office.  It  is  in  the 
“bond  account”  that  a major  part  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout’s immense  defalcation  has  occurred.  The 
following  testimony  from  Mr.  Underwood,  clerk, 
in  the  auditor’s  office,  establishes  the  main  fact: 

Mr.  Underwood  re-examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  40.  Referring  to  tlie  act  of  congress 
passed  March  3,  1817,  entitled  “an  act  to  provide 
tor  the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,”  sec- 
tion 4,  which  provides  as  follows: 

“That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  first  auditor  to 
receive  all  accounts  accruing  in  the  treasury  de- 
partment, and,  after  examination,  to  certify  the 
balance,  and  transmit  the  amounts,  with  the  vouch- 
ers and  certificates,  to  the  comptroller,  for  his  de- 
cision thereon.” 

Please  to  state  whether,  in  pursuance  of  said  law, 
Mr.  Swartwout’s  quarterly  accounts  of  bonds  taken 
and  paid  have  been  transmitted  from  the  first  audi- 
tor of  the  treasury  to  the  comptroller  of  the  trea- 
sury, with  the  first  auditor’s  certificate  theron,  at 
any  time  or  for  any  peiiod  between  the  fourth 
quarter  of  1832  and  (he  present  time?  And  ifyea, 
when,  and  to  what  extent  has  it  been  done? 

Answer.  They  have  not,  but  still  remain  in  the 
first  auditor’s  office. 

It  was  the  obvious  duty  of  the  comptioller,  on 
receiving  accounts  from  the  auditor’s  office  unac- 
companied by  legal  vouchers,  to  return  them  to 
the  auditor,  and  withhold  his  certificate  until  the 
accounts  had  been  properly  examined  there,  and 
proper  vouchers  tiansmitted  with  them.  Had  this 
been  done  by  either  the  present  comptroller,  who 
succeeded  to  the  office  March  5,  1838,  and  had  the 
adjustment  of  Mr.  Swartwuut’s  accounts  for  the 
third  and  fourth  quarters  of  1837,  as  well  as  his  last 
account,  been  made;  or  had  the  same  been  done  by 
hit  predecessor,  George  Wolf  esq.,  now  collector  of 
the  customs  at  Philadelphia,  who  held  the  office 
from  the  summer  of  1836  until  Mr.  Barker  suc- 
ceeded to  it,  Mr.  Swartwout’s  defalcation  could  not 
have  occurred.  The  absence  of  the  vouchers 
could  at  once  have  been  explained,  and  its  fatal 
cause  remedied. 

But  it  is  to  be  remarked,  so  inefficiently  have 
the  duties  of  the  first  comptroller’s  office  been  ad- 
ministered of  late  years,  t fiat  no  means  in  the  shape 
of  independent  accounts  or  record  transcripts  have 
been  kept  in  it,  by  which  any  test  could  he  applied 
to  the  revenue  returns  of  custom  house  officers,  or 
to  detect  any  fraud  nr  unintentional  errors  in  either 
the  returns  themselves  or  the  settlement  made  of 
them  in  the  auditor’s  office,  if  computation  in  the 
figures  be  excepted.  The  office,  as  administered, 
has  been  only  in  contemplation  of  law,  and  not  in 
the  execution  of  it,  any  check  whatever  upon  either 
the  first  auditor  or  collectors.  In  a word,  the  certi- 
ficate of  the  comptroller  has  been  a fancy  affair 
throughout,  for  years,  though  applied  to  transac- 
tions in  which  annually  millions  of  dollars  may  be 
saved  or  lost  to  the  treasury,  according  as  it  is  effi- 
ciently or  inefficiently  applied,  Tlie  examination 
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and  testimony  of  the  present  comptroller  will  eluci- 
date and  estaonsn  the  representation  iiere  made. 

tin  .-suon  4.  lias  any  register,  or  oooit  ol  record, 
of  the  bond  account  of  collectors,  been  kept  at  any 
time  in  the  comptroller’s  office,  snowing  tile  amount 
of  each  revenue  bond  taken  by  eacii  collector,  as 
reported  in  Ins  quarterly  leturns  ol  bonds,  and 
showing  also  tile  date  ol  each  bond,  the  names  of 
the  principals  in  each,  and  when  each  was  payable 
and  each  was  paid?  if  yea,  state  to  wtlat  penod 
such  register  or  oook  of  record  has  been  completed, 
in  reference  to  bonds  taken,  as  aforesaid,  by  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  York. 

Answer.  No  such  register,  or  book  of  record,  of 
the  bond  account  of  collectors,  as  is  referred  to  in 
this  interrogatory,  is  now  kept  in  the  comptroller’s 
otlice;  nor  no  1 know  tnat  such  register,  or  oook  of 
record,  has  at  any  time  been  kept  in  that  office. 

Question  5.  Without  such  book  or  register  as  is 
contemplated  by  the  last  interrogatory  and  your 
last  answer,  how  is  it  practicable  lor  your  office  to 
detect  any  deficit  or  d -faication  which  might  occur 
in  collector’s  accounts  for  any  quarter,  ot  bonds  re- 
ported in  a previous  quarterly  return  as  failing  due 
in  suen  subsequent  quarter? 

Answer.  Such  book  or  register  is  understood  to 
be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  first  auditor,  to  wuom 
the  q larterly  accounts  of  collectors  are  rendered; 
and  However  useful  such  additional  check  might 
be,  if  kept  in  tile  comptroller’s  office,  it  has  not, 
heretofore  been  deemed  necessary.  The  comptrol- 
ler’s duty  is  to  revise  tne  accounts  as  reported  by 
the  lirst  auditor,  and,  finding  them  accurately  stated, 
to  certify  the  balance  to  tne  register. 

Question  6.  If  the  comptroller  has  no  record  or 
register  by  which  he  cut  cnecii  tne  accuracy  ol 
collectors’  quarterly  returns  of  bonds  taken  and 
paid,  wtlat  record  lias  said  officer  by  wuich  to 
check  any  errors  or  neglect  of  duty  (oilier  than  re- 
late to  Hie  mere  addition  of  figures)  wnich  the  au- 
ditor of  the  treasury  may  commit  in  relation  to  col- 
lectors’ accounts?  is  tne  revision  of  collectors' 
accounts  in  the  comptroller’s  office  confined  wnolty 
to  suen  data  as  are  furnished  by  the  first  auditor 
for  tne  guide  of  the  comptroller? 

Answer.  The  comptroller  is  not  enjoined  by  law 
or  treasury  regulation  to  keep  any  record  suen  as 
is  mentioned  in  this  interrogatory.  1’ne  revision 
of  tile  collectors’  accounts  in  tne  comptroller’s 
office  is  limited  to  the  data  as  furnished  by  the  first 
auditor,  witii  such  reference  to  the  laws  or  treasury 
autliurity,  for  the  allowance  of  credit  given  to  tile 
collector,  or  charges  against  the  United  States,  as 
may  become  necessary  in  the  progress  of  the  ex- 
amination. 

Question  7.  Do  you  mean  to  be  understood  by 
the  terms  of  your  last  answer,  that  if  tiiere  are  any 
errors  or  deficits  in  the  details  or  items  of  tne  col- 
lectors’s quarterly  accounts,  or  omissions  of  the 
collector  to  charge  hiiusell  with  as  much  casii  re- 
ceipts as  he  snould,  and  such  a fact  escapes  detec- 
tion in  the  auditor’s  office,  the  comptroller's  office 
holds  no  check  upon  such  accounts,  independent 
of  the  auditor’s  office,  by  which  to  detect  such  er- 
rors, deficits  or  omissions? 

Answer.  Altnough  errors  of  computation,  in 
details  or  items,  of  the  collectors’  quarterly  ac- 
counts, may  be  corrected  by  the  comptroller,  he 
possesses  no  means  of  detecting  any  omission  of 
the  collector  to  cliarge  himself  witn  as  much  casii 
receipts  as  he  should,  or  with  any  other  items. 

Quesiion  9.  In  your  6tn  answer  you  say,  “the 
comptroller  is  not  enjoined  by  law  or  treasury  regu- 
lation to  keep  any  record  such  as  is  mentioned,  in”  tne 
6th  interrogatory  to  you,  or  a record  ny  wnich  the 
first  comptroller  can  “check  any  errors  or  neglect 
of  duty  (otuer  than  relate  to  the  mere  addition  of 
figures)  which  the  auditor  of  the  treasury  may 
commit  in  relation  to  collectors’  accounts.” 

By  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  .vlarch  3,1817,  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  it  is  provided  as  fol- 
lows: 

“Tnat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  first  comptrol- 
ler to  examine  all  accounts  settled  by  the  first  and 
fifth  auditors  and  certify  the  balances  arising  there- 
on to  the  register;  to  countersign  all  warrants 
drawn  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  which  shall 
be  warranted  by  law;  to  report  to  the  secretary  the 
official  forms  to  be  issued  in  the  duferent  offices 
for  collecting  the  public  revenue,  and  the  manner 
and  form  of  stating  the  accounts  of  several  persons 
employed  therein;  he  snail  also  superintend  the 
preservation  of  the  public  accounts  subject  to  his 
revision,  and  provide  for  the  regular  payment  of  all 
moneys  wnich  may  be  collected.” 

Will  you  refer  to  the  above  quoted  provision  of 
law,  and  say  whether  it  does  not  enjoin  upon  the 
comptroller  the  duty  and  power  as  fully  to  keep  in 
his  own  office  all  useful  and  necessary  forms  of 
staling  and  keeping  accounts,  and  records,  and 
checks  upon  other  accounting  officers  whose  doings 


are  subjected  to  the  revision  of  his  office,  as  it  does 
to  requite  all  useful  and  necessary  forms,  lecorUs 
and  c. tecks  “in  di.ferent  offices  tor  collecting  tine 
public  revenue?”  And  if  yea,  was  it  or  not  compe- 
tent and  within  his  authority  to  have  instituted,  and 
to  keep  in  his  office,  such  a record  and  check  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  6th  interrogatory  anove? 

Answer.  Tile  law  quoted  in  tile  list  interrogato- 
ty  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  enjoin  upon  the  comp- 
troller the  duly  of  keeping  a record  to  check  other 
accounting  officers,  of  the  description  given  in  the 
interrogatory.  But  as  the  duty  ot  the  comptroller, 
under  the  law,  is  clearly  to  make  a due  and  tho- 
rough examination  of  all  accounts  settleu  by  the 
first  amt  tiftn  auditors,  before  lie  certifies  the  ba- 
lances arising  thereon  to  the  register,  he  would  be 
bound  by  a sense  of  duty  to  keep  such  record  if  he 
tnought  it  essential.  No  treasury  regulation  by  trie 
secretary  or  comptroller  has  heretofore  directed  the 
keeping  of  such  records  or  checks  in  the  comptrol- 
lei’s  office,  although,  in  iny  opinion,  such  record 
might  be  there  kept,  under  existing  laws,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  comptroller. 

But  it  has  not  been  only  in  regard  to  Mr.  Swart- 
wout’s  accounts  passing  through  the  office  of  the 
first  comptroller,  that  a signal  disregard  of  law  and 
neglect  of  duty  have  characterized  the  administra 
no.,  of  that  office;  but,  with  seeming  fatality,  like 
disregard  of  law  and  neglect  of  every  dutv  imposed 
by  law  upon  that  office  with  which  Mr.  Swartwout 
was  required  to  come  in  contact,  appears  to  have 
pervaded  the  first  comptroller’s  department. 

By  the  act  of  May  15,  1820,  section  1,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  commissions  of  all  officers  employed 
in  levying  or  collecting  the  public  revenue  shall  be 
made  out,  and  recorded  in  the  treasury  department, 
&c. 

By  the  act  of  March  2,  1799,  section  1,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  each  collector  shall,  within  three  months 
after  he  enters  upon  the  execution  of  his  office,  give 
bond,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approred  by 
the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  payable  to  the  United  States,  with  condition 
lor  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of  tne  duties  of 
his  office  according  to  law. 

By  the  act  of  May  15,  1820,  section  3,  the  presi- 
dent may,  from  time  to  time,  as  in  his  opinion  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  may  require,  regulate 
and  increase  the  sums  for  which  the  bonds  required 
or  which  tnay  be  required  by  the  laws  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  be  given  by  the  collector,  naval  offi- 
cer, £tc.  of  customs,  &c. 

It  appears,  in  proof,  that  a record  thus  required 
by  law  has  constituted  a part  of  the  internal  organi- 
zation of  the  first  comptroller’s  office.  Its  import- 
ance would  he  obvious,  independent  of  the  posi- 
tive requisition  of  law.  It  appears,  also,  in  proof, 
that  a blank  bond  for  Mr.  Swartwout’s  execution, 
with  sureties,  as  required  by  law.  to  indemnify  the 
government  against  his  unfaithful  discharge  of  du- 
ties, was  transmitted  to  him,  with  a notice  of  his 
reappointment  to  office,  on  the  3d  of  May,  1834,  by 
the  first  comptroller.  But  it  is  in  proof  that  with 
that  act  all  further  attention  in  relation  to  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  bond,  and  to  the  record  of  it  required 
by  law.  ceased,  on  the  part  of  the  comptroller,  until 
an  accident,  in  1837,  wThich  owed  its  existence  to  a 
like  neglect  of  law  and  duty  by  the  comptroller  in 
relation  to  another  collector,  betrayed  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Swartwout  was,  and  had  been  from  his  reap- 
pointment, in  office  without  having  furnished  any 
bond. 

In  house  document.  No.  69,  being  a report  of  the 
first  comptroller  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  transmitted  to  the  house,  in  reply  to  a sp-cial 
call  upon  the  secretary,  the  comptroller  says:  “I 
learn,  from  the  gentlemen  now  having  charge  of  this 
branch  of  the  duties  of  this  office,  (to  which  he  was 
assigned  on  the  resignation  of  the  clerk  having  had 
this  desk  in  the  year  1835),  that  the  neglect  of  Mr. 
Swartwout  to  render  this  bond  was  accidentally  dis- 
covered by  him  in  January,  1837,  in  complying  with 
your  instructions  of  the  16th  October,  1835,  in 
which  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  comptroller  to  ad- 
vise the  sureties  on  the  bonds  of  collectors  who  ne 
gleet  to  render  their  quarterly  accounts  in  due 
time.” 

George  Wood,  a clerk  in  the  treasury  department, 
was  sworn  as  a witness. 

Examined,  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  1.  What  office  do  you  hold  in  the  trea- 
sury department;  and  how  long  have  you  been  in 
said  office? 

Answer.  I am  a clerk  of  the  comptroller’s  office; 
and  my  duties  consist  of  correspondence  with  the 
officers  of  the  customs  relating  to  their  accounts 
and  bonds,  &c.  I was  appointed  in  the  office  in 
1333,  and  took  charge  of  tne  duties  now  assigned 
me  in  the  year  1835. 

Question  3.  Did  you  find  on  record  in  your  office 
any  statement  or  memorandum  indicating  that  Mr. 


Swartwout’s  bond  had  ever  been  tor  wanted  to  him 
for  execution? 

Answer.  I did  not  at  the  time  look  in  the  record 
of  correspondence  to  see  if  such  a bond  had  been 
sent;  but  that  it  was  duiy  sent  is  shown  by  the  hand- 
writing in  the  bond,  which  was  written  by  my  pre- 
decessor in  this  clerkship.  This  could  be  shown  by 
a reference  to  the  records. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I find,  by  a reference  to 
the  records  that  a letter  was  addressed  to  Mr. 
Swartwout  on  the  31  May,  1834,  notifying  him  of 
his  appointment,  ami  sending  to  liim  a blank  bond 
and  oath,  which  he  was  instructed  to  transmit,  when 
taken  and  executed,  to  the  office,  with  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  district  attorney  touching  the  sufficiency 
of  his  sureties,  for  the  approbation  of  the  comptiol- 
ler. 

Question  4.  Hive  you,  or  not,  in  the  comptrol- 
ler’s office,  a record-book  to  show  what  bonds  have 
been  sent  in  blank  to  collectors  for  execution;  what 
bonds  have  been  properly  executed;  ami  other  par- 
ticulars, to  enable  tile  office  to  check  any  neglect 
that  may  occur  in  a collector  to  transmit  his  official 
bond?  If  y-a,  please  describe  the  character  ot  the 
entries  in  such  record,  and  whether  any  entry  what- 
ever was  made  therein  respecting  Mr.  Swartwout’s 
bond,  until  after  your  discovery  of  his  remaining  in 
office  without  bond,  in  1837. 

Answer.  There  is,  in  the  office  of  the  comp- 
troller, a book  which  has  this  caption:  “Record  of 
official  bonds  received  from  the  following  officers;” 
which  is  ruled  and  headed  as  follows: 


Name. 

Office. 

District. 

Pur;. 

Date  of  com- 
mission. 

Bond  when 
received. 


AILco  omissions  to  collectors  pass  through  the 
comptroller’s  office.  On  the  reception  of  a com- 
mission from  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, a letter  is  addressed  to  the  person  appointed, 
notifying  him  of  his  appointment,  enclosing  to  him 
a blank  bond  and  oath  of  office;  and  an  entry  is  then 
made  in  this  record;  and  when  the  bond  is  received, 
the  date  of  its  receipt  is  entered.  If  no  bond  is  re- 
ceived,  within  the  time  prescribed  bv  law,  he  is 
written  to,  informing  him  that  his  bond  was  not 
received,  and  requesting  its  immediate  transmission; 
if  not  received  in  a reasonable  lime  thereafter,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  is  advised  of  the  fact.  On 
looking  over  this  record,  any  failure  to  forward  a 
bond  is  readily  seen;  but  in  the  case  of  Samuel 
Swartwout,  no  entry  of  his  appointment  or  of  the 
receipt  of  his  bond  was  made  by  iny  predecessor. 

Question  2.  In  reference  to  what  particular 
bond  in  January,  1337,  did  the  compliance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
dated  the  16th  of  October,  1835,  accidentally  lead 
to  the  discovery  that  Mr.  Swartwout  had  neglected, 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment,  in  1834.  until 
1837,  to  render  the  bond  required  of  him  by  law  to 
be  rendered,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties 
as  collector?  Please  explain  the  circumstances  of 
the  discovery  in  deta-il. 

Answer.  On  the  4th  of  January,  1837,  the  audi- 
tor addressed  to  the  comptroller  a letter,  reporting 
that  the  accounts  of  the  customs  had  not  been  De- 
ceived at  his  office  for  the  third  quarter  of  the  year 
1836,  from  the  following  collectors,  viz:  Duncan 
McDonald,  collector  at  Edenton;  Levi  Fagin,  col- 
lector at  Plymouth;  William  H.  Hunter,  collector 
at  Sandusky;  and  John  Smith,  surveyor  at  St.  Louis. 
This  letter  was  referred  to  me,  to  notify  the  sure- 
ties of  said  collectors  of  their  neglect  of  duty,  in 
compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  secretary. 
On  referring  to  the  files  for  the  bonds,  I copld  not 
fi  id  the  bond  of  William  II.  Hunter.  This  was  the 
first  case  which  had  ever  occurred  to  me  of  a bond 
mislaid  or  lost.  I was  thereupon  induced  to  ex- 
amine the  files  for  the  bonds  of  all  the  collectors  in 
office;  when  Mr.  Swartwout’s  neglect  to  render  his 
bond  was  discovered.  I immediately  reported  the 
fact  to  Mr.  Laub.  the  chief  clerk;  and,  at  his  sug- 
gestion, draughted  the  letter  addressed  to  him  by  go- 
vernor Wolf,  dated  the  9th  ol  January,  1837.  The 
next  day  (after  the  letter  was  sent)  Mr.  Swartwout 
came  to  Washington,  and  saw  Mr.  Laub,  in  my 
presence.  He  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  bond 
had  not  been  sent,  and  said  he  would,  on  his  return, 
send  his  bond;  which  was  received  on  the  23d  of 
January,  1837. 

The  circumstances  under  which  Mr.  Swartwout 
availed  himself  of  this  neglect  of  the  comptroller, 
are  detailed  in  the  following  testimony; 

Henry  Ogden  was  sworn  as  a witness. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  1.  Were  you  cashier  of  the  custom 
house  of  New  York  during  the  whole  term  of  Mr. 
Swartwout? 

Answer.  I was,  during  the  whole  term  ol  bis 
office? 
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Question  2.  Who  were  the  sureties  of  Mr. 
Swartwout  during  the  first  term?  1 mean  during 
the  first  lour  years  he  held  the  office  ol  collector. 

Answer.  OadwalUder  D.  Colden,  Henry  Eek- 
ford,  Sdas  E.  Burrows,  M,  M.  Quackenbos,  Ben- 
jamin Birdsall,  and  Charles  L.  Livingston,  were  the 
sureties. 

Question  3.  State  all  you  know  concerning  the 
execution,  approval  and  delivery  of  the  official 
bonds  of  Mr.  bwartwout,  both  lor  his  first,  and,  also, 
for  nis  second  term  of  office. 

Answer.  The  first  bond  was  not  considered  as 
good  and  sufficient  security  by  John  Doer,  esq., 
then  the  district  attorney,  until  Mr.  Burrows  certi- 
fied that  lie  was  worth  fifty  thousand  dollars.  It 
was  then  approved,  and  Mr.  Swartwout  entered 
Upon  his  duties. 

The  second  bond  was  executed  by  Charles  L. 
Livmgslon,  M.  M.  Quackenbos  and  Benjamin 
Birdsall.  It  had  five  or  six  seals  to  it,  but  no  other 
person  to  my  knowledge  executed  it.  This  bond 
remained  in  a trunk  wnich  contained  all  valuable 
papers,  which  was  daily  deposited  in  the  bank  after 
the  closing  ot  the  office.  The  bond  remained  un- 
executed until  towards  the  close  ot  1836,  and,  as 
far  as  1 can  recollect,  I handed  it  to  Mr.  Swartwout 
soon  after  or  the  commencement  of  1837. 

Question  4.  Was  the  last-mentioned  bond  sent 
from  the  treasury  department  at  W ashington  to  New 
York  to  be  executed,  or  was  it  prepared  at  N.  York? 

Answer.  The  last  bond  was  transmitted  from 
Washington  to  New  York  to  be  executed. 

Question  5.  When  was  this  bond  transmitted 
from  Washington  for  execution? 

Answer.  Soon  after  the  reappointment  of  Mr. 
Swartwout. 

Question  6.  State,  if  you  know,  why  its  execu- 
tion and  delivery  was  delayed  so  long? 

Answer.  The  bond  remained  unexecuted  be- 
cause I declined  asking  the  gentlemen  who  after- 
wards executed  it  to  become  security  for  Mr. 
Swartwout.  Believing  Mr.  Swartwout  to  be  in- 
debted to  the  government,  1 refused  to  apply  to 
those  gentlemen,  but  urged  upon  Mr.  Swartwout 
to  pay  up  his  deficiency  by  a sale  of  bis  property. 
Mr.  Swartwout  himself  spoke  to  tile  gentlemen 
who  became  bis  securities,  and  they  applied  to  me 
for  the  bond  to  execute.  An  elapse  of  six  to  nine 
months  occurred  between  the  signing  of  the  first 
and  the  last  person  on  the  bond. 

Queslion  7.  How  much  did  you  consider  Mr. 
Swartwout  indebted  to  the  government  when  you 
declined  to  ask  gentlemen  to  sign  the  bond  as  sure- 
ties? 

Answer.  I considered  Mr.  Swartwout  indebted 
to  the  government  from  thirty  to  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

Question  8.  When  was  it  that  you  declined  to 
ask  gentlemen  to  sign  the  bond  for  the  reason  you 
have  mentioned? 

Answer.  It  was  1834,  and  after  that  year,  that  I 
declined  asking  the  gentlemen.  I held  the  bond 
about  three  years  before  I handed  it  to  Mr.  Swart- 
wout to  deliver  to  Mr.  Pace,  the  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney.  It  was  then  executed. 

No  palliation  of  such  negligence  has  been  seen 
or  offered  in  any  circumstance  or  proof  that  has 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  committee;  and,  in- 
deed, it  seems  to  be  a case  which,  from  its  nature, 
admits  of  no  palliation.  It  is,  rnoieover,  obvious 
that  when  Mr.  Swartwout’s  bond  was  finally  re- 
ceived, no  comparison  of  it  was  instituted  with  his 
former  one,  or  other  information  sought  respecting 
it,  beyond  Ihe  certificate  of  the  district  attorney,  to 
secure  to  it  the  approval  of  the  comptroller.  It  is  i 
not  difficult  to  suppose  that  the  department  felt  in-  | 
dined  to  compromise  with  an  apparent  insufficiency  j 
ot  the  bond,  rather  than  to  excite  an  inquiry  that 
would  probanly  lead  to  an  exposure  of  its  own  cul- 
pable negligence  in  regard  to  it.  Had  it,  however, 
been  compared  with  the  former  bond,  it  must  have 
been  discovered  that,  while  on  the  former  six  sure- 
ties were  given,  on  the  latter  only  half  that  number 
had  been  furnished.  One  would  suppose  that  such 
a comparison,  in  the  exercise  of  due  diligence, 
would  have  been  instituted;  and,  if  instituted,  such  a 
fallingotf'of  sureties  would  have  called  forexplana- 
tion.  Had  explanation  been  sought,  it  is  apparent 
that  the  three  sureties  actually  furnished  would  not 
have  been  found  entitled  to  the  approval  of  the 
bond  by  the  comptroller,  as  the  bond  was  to  serve 
as  the  whole  reliance  of  the  government  for  indem- 
nity against  a faithless  discharge  of  duty  by  a col- 
lector through  whose  hands  and  under  whose  con- 
trol nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
government  must  pass.  The  following  additional 
testimony  from  Mr.  Ogden  warrants  the  conclu- 
sions thus  drawn: 

Examined  bij  Mr.  Wise. 

Question  40.  Were  the  three  securities  to  the 
ast  bond  of  Mr.  Swartwout  equal  in  point  of  wealth 


and  responsibility  to  the  three  who  were  their  co- 
securities ott  his  first  bond;  if  not,  what  was  the 
probable  difference? 

Answer.  The  sureties  in  the  last  bond,  in  point 
of  wealth  and  responsibility,  bore  no  compatison  lo 
the  first.  The  only  person  of  actual  wealth  on  the 
last  bond  was  Mr.  Quackenbos,  who  was  estimated, 

1 believe,  worth  ftom  filty  to  seventy- five  thousand 
dollars.  Mr.  Birdsall  I never  considered  worth 
over  $ 10,000 ; and  Mr.  Livingston  has  nothing. 
Those  on  the  other  bond  were  much  more  wealthy. 
Mr.  Ecklord  died  worth  nearly  half  a million  ol 
dollars.  Mr.  Burrows  qualified  upon  signing  the 
bond  that  lie  was  worth  $50, 00(1.  Mr  Colden  when 
he  died  left  but  little,  though  at  the  time  he  exe- 
cuted the  bond  he  was  estimated  at  over  $50,000. 

There  is  yet  another  feature  of  extraordinary  dis- 
regard of  the  requirements  of  law  and  neglect  of 
duty  of  still  later  date  on  the  part  ot  the  comptroller 
towards  Mr.  Swartwout’s  accounts. 

By  the  act  of  January  31,  1823,  sec.  3,  it  is  re- 
quired that  every  officer  or  agent  of  the  United 
States  who  shall  receive  public  money,  which  he 
is  not  authorised  to  retain  as  salary,  pay  or  emolu- 
ment, shall  render  his  accounts  quarter-yearly  to 
the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury,  with 
vouchers  necessary  to  the  correct  and  prompt  settlement 
thereof,  within  three  months  a!  least  after  ihe  expira- 
tion of  each  successive  quarter,  if  resident  within  the 
United  States. 

By  the  act  of  March  2,  1799,  sec.  21,  every  col- 
lector, naval  officer,  &c.,  wno  shall  refuse  to  render 
his  accounts  for  settlement  for  the  term  of  three 
months  after  they  have  been  required  by  the  pro- 
per officer,  is  subject  to  fine,  &c. 

By  act  of  March  3,  1795,  sec.  3,  it  is  provided 
that  if  any  collector  of  the  revenue,  &c.,  who  shall 
have  received  the  public  money  before  it  has  been 
paid  into  the  treasury,  shall  fail  to  render  his  ac- 
count or  pay  over  the  same  in  the  manner  or  within 
the  time  required  by  law,  it  shall  be  ihe  duty  of  ihe 
first  comptroller  lo  cause  to  be  slated  the  account  of 
such  collector.  §c.,  exhibiting  truly  the  amount  due 
to  the  United  States,  and  certify  the  same  to  the 
agent  [solicitor]  of  the  treasury,  who  shall  issue  a 
warrant  of  distress  against  such  delinquent  officer 
and  his  sureties,  &c. 

It  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  comptroller 
(in  committee  journal)  that  the  third  quarter  of  Mr. 
Swartwout’s  account  for  1S37  was  settled  at  the 
comptroller’s  office  on  the  8th  of  May,  1838,  and  a 
balance  found  due  from  him  of  $10,207,224  10,  as 
follows: 

Bonds  not  due  $7,246,207  91 

Bonds  in  suit  2,196,364  62 

Deposite  bonds  45,851  73 

Cash,  including  sundry  items  not  to 

his  credit  738,799  84 


$10,227,224  10 

It  appears  that  his  fourth  quarter  for  1837  was  ad 
justed  at  the  treasury  on  the  21st  June,  1838,  and 
a balance  found  due  the  government  of  $9,678,984 
56,  as  follows: 

Bonds  not  due  $6,777,101  55 

Deposite  bonds  23  864  12 

Bonds  in  suit  2,231,220  55 

Cash  on  hand,  inchidingsundry  items 

not  yet  to  his  credit  646,698  34 


$9,678,984  56 

In  the  examination  of  Mr.  Barker,  (the  comptrol- 
ler), by  Mr.  Smith,  he  says,  in  reply  to — 

Question  12.  At  what  date  did  the  time  allowed 
by  law  for  Mr.  Swartwout  to  render  his  accounts  to 
the  first  auditor,  lor  his  quaiter  ending  March  28, 
1838,  expire? 

Answer.  The  accounts  were  due  on  the  1st 
July,  according  to  law.  I am  informed,  in  the  first 
auditor’s  office,  that  tile  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York  has,  by  a former  secretary  of  tile  treasury, 
been  allowed  one  or  two  weeks  in  addition,  within 
which  to  render  his  accounts. 

And,  in  examination  by  Mr.  Foster,  he  says,  in 
reply  to — 

Question  18.  Did  you,  at  any  time  previous  to 
Novemb  r last,  inform  the  secretary  of  the  treasure 
that  Mr.  Swartwout  was  a defaulter;  or  did  you 
know  or  suspect  that  he  was  a defaulter,  or  that  hi« 
accounts  were  fradulently  made  out,  until  about  the 
1st  of  November  last? 

Answer.  I knew,  in  April,  1838,  that  Mr.  Swart- 
wout held  in  his  hands  the  sum  of  about  $201,001). 
which  he  relused  or  neglected  to  pay.  In  no  othm 
particular  was  I acquainted  with  any  default  of  Mr. 
Swartwout,  u tit  i I about  the  1st  of  November  last. 

Question  19.  D d not  Mr.  Swartwout  claim  that 
he  was  entitled  to  retain  the  $201,000  mentioned 
in  your  last  answer,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pay 
the  claims  which  he  alleges  the  merchants  had 
against  him  as  collector? 


Answer.  He  did. 

Question  20.  Were  you  not  aware  that  Mr.  Swart- 
wout was  liable  to  refund  money  to  merchants,  in 
some  instances,  when  the  same  had  been  received 
under  protest;  and  when  he  explained  the  reason 
why  he  retained  the  $201,000,  did  you  not  suppose 
that  that  sum  was  all  he  had  upon  which  the  go- 
vernment had  any  claim;  and  had  you  any  reason 
then  to  believe  that  he  would  not  pay  over  to  the 
treasury  so  much  t hereof  as  should  remain,  after  re- 
paying to  the  merchants  the  amount  of  their  legal 
claims  upon  him? 

Answer.  I was  aware  that  Mr  Swartwout  might 
b?  liable  to  refund  money  to  merchants,  for  duties 
paid  oti  protest.  I had  not,  at  that  time,  any  means 
of  forming  an  opinion  as  to  his  intention  or  ability 
to  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  so  much  ol  the  $201,000 
referred  to,  as  should  remain  after  repaying  to  the 
merchants  the  amount  of  their  legal  claims  upon 
him. 

At  the  time  the  correspondence  took  place  be- 
tween the  department  and  Mr.  Swartwout,  his  ac- 
counts not  being  finally  adjusttd,  I had  no  means  of 
knowing  or  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  sum  which 
might  eventually  be  due  trom  him  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  manner  in  which  the  fact  stated  in  the  above 
testimony  came  to  the  knowl  dge  of  the  comptrol- 
ler, in  April,  appears  trom  the  following  corres- 
pondence: 

Treasury  department,  April  16,  1838. 

Sir:  You  will  perceive,  by  the  enclosed  copy  of 
a letter  addressed  to  the  department  by  Samuel 
Swartwout,  esq.  late  collector  of  the  district  of  New 
York,  under  date  of  the  13th  instant,  that  he  ha3 
in  his  hands  a balance  ol" public  money  amounting 
to  $21)1,096  40,  which  he  holds  until  iiis  accounts 
shall  have  been  adjusted. 

I will  thank  you,  therefore,  to  take  all  proper 
steps  to  have  his  accounts  adjusted  and  settled  at  as 
early  a period  as  may  be  practicable,  and  to  have 
the  balance  not  in  dispute,  or  to  cover  what  is  in 
dispute,  soon  as  ascertained  and  paid  over.  I am, 
&c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

James  N.  Barker,  comptroller  of  ihe  treasury. 

The  letter  from  Mr.  Swartwout  to  Mr.  Woodbury 
(enclosed  in  the  above  letter)  is  as  follows: 

Custom  house.  New  York,  April  13,  1838. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  the  return  of  mo- 
neys received  and  paid  at  this  office,  for  the  last 
three  days  of  my  official  term. 

By  it  you  will  observe  there  is  a balance  due  the 
United  States  of  $201,096  40.  This  sum  I hold  in 
deposite  in  bank  to  my  order,  subject  to  the  settle- 
ment of  my  account,  and  the  decision  of  sundry 
suits  at  law  brought  against  me  to  recover  duties 
wrongfully  exacted,  (as  is  alleged),  and  which  are 
now  pending  in  the  courts. 

On  the  adjustment  of  my  accounts,  the  amount 
due  to  the  government  will  be  immediately  paid. 

1 have  the  honor,  &,c. 

SAMUEL  SWARTWOUT,  latecoll'r. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  steps  taken  by  Mr.  Barker,  on  the  receipt  of 
the  preceding  letters,  appears  from  the  following 
letter: 

Treasury  department. 

Comptroller's  office,  April  17,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a copy  of  a let- 
ter received  this  day  from  Ihe  honorable  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  requesting  an  early  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  the  late  collector  at  New  Yotk. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKER,  comptroller. 

Hon.  Jesse  Miller,  first  auditor  of  Ihe  treasury. 

To  Mr.  Swartwout  the  comptroller  wrote  as  fol- 
lows: 

Treasury  department. 
Comptroller's  office,  April  17,  1838. 

Sir:  In  order  to  a compliance,  on  the  part  of  the 
treasury,  with  a request  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  13th  instant,  for  an  early  settlement  of  your  ac- 
counts, you  will  please  to  transmit  to  the  first  audi- 
tor your  accounts  up  to  the  date  of  the  transfer  of 
your  books  to  your  successor. 

The  accounts  of  the  third  quarter  are  in  progress 
of  revision  in  this  office,  ami  those  of  the  fourth 
quarter,  1837,  are  now  in  hand  in  the  office  of  the 
auditor.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  N.  BARKER,  comptroller. 

Samuel  Swariwout,  esq.  late  collector.  New  York. 

Another  letter  was  received  by  the  comptroller, 
as  follows: 

Treasury  department,  April  18,  1838. 

Sir:  Accompanying  my  letter  of  yesterday,  urg- 
ing an  early  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  Samuel 
Swartwout,  esq.  late  collector  of  New  York,  I 
transmitted  a copy  of  a letter  from  him,  staling  his 
reasons  for  retaining  in  his  hands  the  large  balance 
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of  public  moneys  mentioned.  One  reason  he  de- 
clared to  be,  with  the  view  to  await  “the  decision 
of  sundry  suits  at  law  brought  against  me  (him)  to 
recover  duties  wrongluliy  exacted,  as  is  alleged, 
and  which  are  now  pending  in  the  courts.” 

To  expedite  matters  in  this  case,  1 will  thank  you 
to  call  upon  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  to  ob 
tain  from  the  district  attorney  in  New  York  a lisi 
of  the  suits  now  pending  against  Mr.  Swartwout, 
as  late  collector,  together  with  the  amount  of  mo- 
ney involved  in  each,  and  the  probable  termination 
of  them.  lam,  &c.  L.  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

James  N.  Barker,  esq.  comptroller  of  the  treasury. 

On  the  same  day  the  comptroller  forwarded  the 
last  preceding  letter  to  the  solicitor,  endorsed  as 
follows: 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  solicitor  of  the  trea- 
sury, who  will  be  pleased,  after  addressing  the  at- 
torney on  the  subject,  to  return  this,  and  advise  this 
office  of  the  result  of  the  inquiry. 

J.  N.  BARKER. 

Comptroller's  office,  April  18. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  the  comptroller  was  written 
the  following  additional  letter  by  the  secretary: 
Treasury  department,  April  23,  1838. 

Sir:  I herewith  refer  to  you  a letter,  and  enclo- 
sures, just  received  from  Samuel  Swartwout,  esq. 
late  collector  of  the  district  of  New  York,  and  should 
be  pleased  to  have  a report  upon  the  subject  to 
which  it  alludes,  so  soon  as  you  hear  from  the  Unit- 
ed States  district  attorney. 

I would  suggest  that,  as  the  collector  is  refund- 
ing duties  imposed  on  certain  articles  of  merchan- 
dise, which  were  paid  under  protest  of  the  parties 
at  the  time,  it  consequently  becomes  proper  that 
Mr.  Swartwout  should  furnish  Mr.  Hoyt  with  mo- 
ney, out  of  the  funds  now  in  his  hands,  to  meet 
payments  in  this  class  of  cases,  and  should  be  so  in- 
structed. I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

James  N.  Barker,  esq.  comptroller,  Washington. 

The  letter  thus  enclosed  by  the  secretary  from 
Mr.  Swartwout  was  as  follows: 

New  York,  April  21,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  16tll  instant,  that,  although  the  balance 
in  my  hands  appears  to  be  very  large,  it  will  not  be 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  settlement  of  the  out- 
standing claims  upon  me.  1 enclose  a letter  re- 
ceived yesterday  from  the  district  attorney,  showing 
my  individual  liability  for  the  judgments  obtained 
against  me.  I received  notice  trom  Mr.  Lord  yes- 
terday that  he  would  issue  execution  against  my 
furniture,  unless  I paid  the  amount  of  the  several 
judgments  forthwith.  I paid,  of  course.  The  next 
court  will  pass  upon  twice  as  large  an  amount. 

The  notices  of  protest  served  upon  me  for  duties 
paid  and  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury,  are 
estimated  at  between  $200,000  and  $300,000,  and 
the  circuit  court  decided  that  the  collector,  being 
alone  liable,  ought  not  to  pay  (he  duties  into  the 
treasury.  In  addition  to  these  immense  liabilites, 
the  settlement  of  damages,  when  the  parties  have 
paid  full  duties  on  damaged  goods,  which  cannot 
be  adjusted  by  the  present  collector,  must  take  a 
large  sum,  and  cannot  all  be  brought  in  under  three 
months.  I hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  not  con- 
sider the  present  balance  in  my  hands  at  all  unrea- 
sonable. I am,  &c. 

SAMUEL  SWARTWOUT. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec  treasury,  Washington. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  foregoing,  the  comptrol- 
ler addressed  Mr.  Swartwout  as  follows: 

Treasury  department. 
Comptroller's  office,  April2i,  IS38. 

Sir:  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  referred 
to  me  your  letter  of  the  2 1st  instant,  explanatory 
of  the  large  balance  of  public  moneys  retained  in 
your  hands. 

Your  successor  having  been  instructed  to  refund 
duties  on  certain  articles  of  merchandise  imposed, 
and  paid  by  the  importers  under  protest  at  the  time, 
it  is  necessary  that  you  should  furnish  him  with 
funds  to  meet  the  payments  in  this  class  of  cases. 

This  direction  is  given  at  the  instance  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury.  I am,  very  respectfully, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKER,  comptroller. 

Samuel  Swartwout,  esq.  late  collector,  New  York 

In  reply  to  the  comptroller’s  endorsement  to  the 
solicitor  of  the  secretary’s  letter  of  the  18th  of  April, 
given  in  fhe  preceding,  the  solicitor  wrote  to  the 
comptroller  as  follows: 

Office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  April  27, 1838. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  letter  ol 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  toyoh,  dated  the  18th 
instant,  and  referred  by  you  to  this  office. 

1 transmitted  a copy  of  it  to  the  attorney  of  the 
Uu.lsd  States  for  the  southern  district  of  New 


York,  and  have  received  a reply,  dated  25th  instant, 
of  which  I send  a copy  herewnh. 

On  receiving  the  further  report  to  which  Mr. 
Price  refers,  it  shall  be  communicated  to  you.  Very 
respectlully,  yours,  &c.  H.  D.  GILPIN, 
Solicitor  of  the  treasury. 

To  J.  N.  Barker,  esq.  comptroller  of  the  treasury. 

The  letter  thus  enclosed  by  the  solicitor  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

United  States  district  attorney's  office, 
New  York,  April  25,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  enclosing  a copy 
of  a letter  addressed  by  the  secretary  ofthe  treasury 
to  James  N.  Barker,  esq.  comptroller,  and  by  the 
latter  gentleman  communicated  to  your  office,  call- 
ing lot  a statement  of  suits  now  pending  in  this  dis- 
trict against  Samuel  Swartwout,  esq.  late  collector 
of  the  port  of  New  York,  to  recover  duties  levied 
by  him,  which  are  alleged  to  have  been  wrongfully 
exacted,  together  “with  the  amount  of  money  in 
each  case,  and  the  probable  termination  of  them.” 

By  reference  to  my  register,  I lind  that  there  are 
at  present  but  two  suits  pending,  undecided.  One 
brought  by  Robert  Deidericks,  to  recover  the  value 
of  a package  of  goods  sent  to  the  public  store  for 
examination,  and  there  lost  or  mislaid.  In  this 
case  the  damages  are  laid  at  $2,000,  though  the 
recovery  will  not  probably  exceed  half  that  sum. 
The  plaintiff  will  certainly  prevail. 

In  fhe  other  suit,  Lee,  Savage  & Co.  are  plain- 
tiffs, who  claim  to  recover  $158  80,  being  an  ex- 
cess of  duties  charged  at  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
on  a case  of  silk  gloves,  which  they  contend  are 
free  ol  duty. 

At  the  term  of  the  United  States  circuit  court 
commencing  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  present 
month,  four  judgments  were  recovered  against  Mr. 
Swartwout:  three  by  John  Charters,  Alexander 
Charters,  and  Samuel  M.  Charters,  and  one  by 
Aaron  Thomson,  John  H.  Austen,  and  Thomas 
Cochran;  in  the  aggregate  amounting  to  $5,561  63, 
yet  unsatisfied;  being  for  an  excess  of  duties 
charged  on  certain  linens,  which  were  reported  by 
the  appraisers  as  having  been  died  or  colored,  but 
were,  on  the  trials,  proved  to  have  been  known  in 
commerce  as  unbleached  linens. 

I have  in  my  possession  115  protests  served  on 
the  late  collector  by  various  merchants  in  this  city, 
against  the  payment  of  duties,  giving  him  notice 
that  they  intend  to  commence  suits  to  recover  back 
the  amount  of  duties  thus  paid.  Not  having  suffi- 
cient data,  I am  unable  to  ascertain  the  amount  of 
duties  involved  in  those  protests;  nor  can  I antici- 
pate with  certainty  what  will  be  the  result  of  suits 
that  may  be  brought,  of  which  the  importers  have 
given  notice. 

The  protests  to  which  I have  referred  present  a 
great  variety  of  questions,  all  relating  to  excess  of 
duties;  many  claiming  as  high  a return  as  50  per 
cent;  others  a return  of  but  small  per  centage;  and 
others,  again,  a reduction  of  duties  in  various 
amounts.  On  an  examination  of  the  invoices  and 
appraisements  at  the  custom  house,  in  reference  to 
the  questions  presented  by  the  protests,  the  amount 
of  each  claim  can  be  readily  ascertained.  I will 
apply  to  the  present  collector  for  such  statement, 
and  transmit  it  to  you  upon  my  receipt  thereof.  It 
will,  however,  require  several  days  to  prepare  such 
a document. 

By  the  protests  it  appears  that  there  are  660 
packages  of  linens,  blankets,  silk,  hosiery,  w'orsted 
and  other  articles,  on  which  a return  of  duty  is 
claimed. 

As  the  questions  involved  in  many  of  the  pro- 
tests have  been  adjudicated,  (as,  for  instance,  the 
worsted,  linens  and  silks),  the  importers  will  of 
course  pursue  their  claims  without  delay.  I am, 
&.c.  WM.  M.  PRICE,  U.  S.  dist.  attorney. 

To  llenry  D.  Gilpin,  esq.. 

Solicitor  of  the  treasury,  Washington. 

The  next  proceeding  of  the  comptroller  was  to 
address  Mr.  Swartwout  the  following  letter: 
Treasury  department, 
Comptroller's  office,  April  26,  1838. 

Sir:  You  are  respectfully  requested  to  render 
your  accounts  of  the  customs  to  the  first  auditor 
at  as  early  a period  as  may  be  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKER,  comptroller. 

Samuel  Swartwout,  esq.  late  collector,  New  York. 

With  the  last  letter  ended  all  correspondence  be- 
tween the  comptroller  and  the  other  departments 
of  the  treasury,  as  also  between  him  and  Mr. 
Swartw’out,  on  the  subject  of  either  the  $201,000 
retained  by  him,  or  the  settlement  of  his  accounts 
generally.  The  man  and  his  accounts  seem,  in 
fact,  to  have  been  lost  sight  of  by  the  comptroller 
from  that  period  for  four  succeeding  months,  and 
until  he  received  the  following  letter  from  the  first 
auditor: 


Treasury  department, 

First  auditor’s  office,  August  31,  1838. 

Sir:  I deem  it  proper  to  report  to  you  that  the 
accounts  ot  the  customs  for  the  district  of  New 
York,  lor  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year,  have 
not  been  received  at  this  office.  I w rote  to  Samuel 
Swartwout,  esq.,  late  collector  for  that  district,  on 
the  13th  instant,  requesting  him  to  forward  said  ac- 
counts so  soon  as  practicable.  Since  then,  I have 
received  no  communication  from  him  on  the  sub- 
ject. Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MILLER,  first  auditor. 

James  N.  Barker,  esq.,  comptroller  of  the  treasury. 

This  admonition,  in  the  course  of  three  days, 
roused  the  animation  of  the  comptroller’s  depart- 
ment to  notify  Mr.  Swartwout’s  sureties  as  follows: 
Treasury  department, 

First  comptroller’s  office,  September  3,  1S38. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a regulation  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  I have  to  notify  you,  as  one 
of  the  sureties  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector 
at  New  York,  that  he  has  not  rendered  his  accounts 
of  the  customs  for  the  quarter  ending  31st  March 
last.  Respectfully, 

J.  N.  BARKER,  comptroller. 

Charles  L.  Livinsgton , esq,  Benjamin  Birdsall, 
esq.,  and  M.  M.  Quackenbos,  esq.,  city  of  New  York. 

But  again  the  department  fell  into  a dead  slumber 
relative  to  Mr.  Swartwout’s  accounts,  from  which 
it  was  not  awakened  until  in  the  early  part  of  No- 
vember, over  seven  months  after  Mr.  Swartwout 
had  retired  from  office,  and  over  lour  months  after 
the  return  day  of  Mr.  Swartwont’s  last  quarter's 
account  had  expired  without  having  been  returned, 
and  two  months  after  his  sureties  had  been  notified 
of  his  neglect  to  return  and  settle  his  accounts. 

From  April  until  the  31st  of  August,  a period  of 
four  months,  Mr.  Swartw'ont,  though  known  to  be 
holding  a large  amount  of  public  money,  and  no 
longer  an  officer  of  government,  was  not  disturbed 
by  even  a call  from  the  comptroller  to  settle,  or  ex- 
plain his  neglect  to  settle  his  accounts. 

Yet,  on  the  adjustment  of  tills  collector’s  ac- 
counts in  the  mean  time,  viz:  June  21,  1838,  for 
the  quarter  preceding  his  last  quarter,  the  comp- 
troller knew  the  balance  of  bonds,  cash,  and  unset- 
tled accounts  against  the  collector  was  nine  mil- 
lions six  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  upwards. 

On  the  1st  of  July  the  comptroller  knew,  or 
should  have  known,  but  for  extraordinary  inatten- 
tion and  neglect  of  duty,  that  the  time  tor  render- 
ing and  settling  Mr.  Swartwout’s  accounts  had  ex- 
pired; and  that  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1795,  it  had 
become  his  express  duty  to  cause  Swartw'out’s  ac- 
counts to  be  stated,  and  to  issue  a warrant  against 
him  and  his  sureties. 

But  no  steps  were  taken  by  him  to  even  obtain 
any  explanation  or  settlement  of  even  the  acknow- 
ledged balance  ol'  $201,000,  which  Swartwout  had 
reported  as  in  his  hands  unsettled.  He  had  seen 
that,  by  all  information  from  the  district  attorney  at 
New  York,  obtained  through  the  solicitor  in  April, 
only  two  suits  were  pending  against  Swartwout  to 
offset  his  retention  of  the  $201,000,  and  that  in  those 
suits  the  aggregate  judgment  would  be  less  than 
$1,200.  By  the  same  letter  of  the  district  attor- 
ney, given  in  the  preceding  correspondence,  and 
dated  April  25,  1838,  w4s  also  informed  that  “on 
an  examination  of  the  invoices  and  appraisements  at 
the  custom  house,  in  reference  to  the  questions  pre- 
sented by  the  protests,  the  amount  of  each  claim  can 
be  readily  ascertained,”  showing  the  precise  aggre- 
gate for  which  Swartwout  had  any  pretensions  for 
retaining  the  $201,000;  and  yet  no  application  was 
made  at  that  early  day,  or  after  Swartwont’s  return 
day  of  accounts  had  silently  expired,  on  the  1st  of 
July,  to  obtain  from  the  custom  house  invoices  and 
appraisements,  the  most  obviously  essential  infor- 
mation. Why  so  much  active  bustle  was  made  on 
the  part  of  the  comptroller  in  April,  through  the 
auditor  and  through  the  solicitor;  and  why,  after 
the  results  at  that  early  day  pointed  to  information 
which  could  “be  readily  ascertained”  to  solve  all 
pretended  doubts  hanging  over  Mr.  Swartwout’s 
accounts  then,  of  a sudden  all  exertions  ceased  and 
every  effort  was  paralyzed,  to  remain  so  until  the 
last  day  of  August,  and  then  to  be  renewed  but  in 
the  faintness  of  a spiritless  form  of  notifying  Swart- 
wout’s sureties,  is  to  the  committee  inexplicable, 
insomuch  that  even  the  conclusion  of  culpable  neg- 
ligence seems  scarcely  to  represent  correctly  the 
whole  truth.  Even  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
appears  to  have  felt  sensible  of  the  comptroller’s 
neglect  of  law  and  duty  In  answer  to  question  33 
by  Mr.  Curtis,  the  secretary  says: 

“Answer.  I considered,  as  before  remarked,  ac- 
cording to  my  ow  n impressions,  that  the  comptrol- 
ler might,  under  all  the  circumstances,  be  justified 
in  ‘a  short  delay.’  By  that  I supposed  it  would  be 
a delay  long  enough  to  get  the  further  information, 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  13,  1839— SWARTWOUT  DEFALCATIONS. 


109 


previously  mentioned,  from  the  district  attorney,  as 
to  the  amount  of  protests,  &c.,  and  to  decide  whether 
there  was  any  legal  reason  lor  waiting  anv  longer  than 
the  acts  of  congress  point  out,  before  bringing  the  col- 
lector’s accounts  to  a final  settlement,  and  to  a collec- 
tion ot  all  not  in  controversy  or  doubt.  On  these 
points  I supposed  he  would  act  according  to  his  own 
sense  of  duty  under  the  laws,  and  not  expect  any  spe- 
cial instructions  from  the  secretary,  as  none  such  are 
required  by  the  laws.  I had  already  given  the 
general  directions,  or  made  the  general  request  be- 
fore mentioned;  not  because  they  were  required  by 
any  acts  of  congress,  or  were  usual  to  be  given  when 
collectors  quit  office,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  comp- 
troller, in  such  cases,  to  proceed  to  make  settle- 
ments, and  require  collections  without  such  in- 
structions; but  I gave  them  for  the  reasons  stated, 
in  substance,  in  the  special  report,  viz:  that  the 
amount  on  hand,  as  stated  in  the  last  return  of  the 
collector,  appeared  unexpectedly  large;  and  the  ex- 
planation given  in  respect  to  it  by  the  collector 
alone  did  not  seem  to  me  entirely  satisfactory 
without  further  inquiry  into  the  subject  by  the 
comptroller. 

“I  took  no  further  steps  in  relation  to  the  subject 
myself,  as  the  business  belonged  to  different  officers 
of  the  department:  first,  the  accounting  officers,  to 
ascertain  what  was  due;  and  then  the  solicitor, 
through  the  district  attorney,  to  cause  the  balance 
to  be  secured  and  collected  after  the  comptroller 
reported  it  to  him  in  conformity  to  the  existing 
laws.” 

To  say  that  there  was  absense  of  suspicion  on 
the  pait  of  the  comptroller  in  regard  to  Mr.  Swart- 
wout’s  accounts,  appears  to  involve  a most  negli- 
gent and  obvious  disregard  of  every  fact  that  trans- 
pired between  April  and  November  relative  to 
those  accounts.  And,  besides,  want  of  suspicion 
of  infidelity  in  the  collector's  accounts  could  fur- 
nish no  excuse  for  a known  neglect  of  the  law  re- 
quiring their  return  to  the  department.  There 
must  have  been  not  only  suspicion,  but  actual 
knowledge,  by  the  comptroller,  from  the  1st  of  July 
onwards,  that  the  law  had  been  violated  in  the  non- 
return for  settlement  of  this  important  account. 
Even  the  newness  of  the  comptroller  in  this  otfice 
furnishes  no  apology  in  this  respect  as,  to  take  the 
office  of  comptroller,  he  had  just  left  the  collector- 
ship  of  Philadelphia,  where  the  law  must  have  been 
made  familiar  to  him,  enjoining  the  return  for  set- 
tlement within  three  months  of  all  collector’s  ac- 
counts. In  whatever  light  viewed,  the  case  exhi- 
bits extrordinary  inefficiency  and  neglect  of  duty, 
if  not  a mystery  also,  which  the  committee  have 
been  unable  to  solve.  The  law  and  duties  of  this 
important  office  have  not  been  executed  as  the  na- 
tion had  reason  to  expect  and  believe  they  were; 
and  the  public  money  has  consequently  been  un- 
guarded and  plundered  with  impunity. 

In  yet  another  aspect,  the  inefficiency  of  the 
comptroller’s  department,  as  at  present  adminis- 
tered, has  been  most  singularly  manifested. 

A searching  scrutiny  was  made  by  the  comptrol- 
ler and  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  at  New  York,  into 
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caped the  immediate  detection  of  the  naval  officer 
at  New  York.  They  found  it  to  be  attributable,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  the  want  of  a proper  execution 
of  the  duties  of  that  office,  and  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  new  instructions  were  necessary  to  render 
the  office  an  efficient  check  upon  the  collector’s 
accounts.  Immediately  therealter,  on  the  lOth  of 
November,  as  soon  as  the  comptroller  had  returned 
to  Washington,  he  began  to  issue  his  new  instruc- 
tions, in  the  shape  of  circulars  to  the  naval  officer. 
First,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  documents 
imbodied  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Coe,  deputy 
naval  officer  at  New  York,  (committee’s  journal), 
the  comptroller  issued  what  was  named  by  him 
“partial  circular,”  dated  November  10,  1838;  on 
the  same  day  another,  which  he  denominated  “ cir- 
cular.”  On  the  15th  of  the  same  month  he  issued 
another,  styled  by  him  “circular  to  naval  officers.” 
On  the  17th  he  issued  another,  called  “supplemental 
circular  lo  naval  officers .”  On  the  4th,  and  again 
on  the  24th  of  December,  as  will  also  be  seen, 
the  naval  officer  wrote  the  comptroller,  in  effect, 
that  his  partial  supplemental  and  other  circulars 
were  impracticable,  and  asked  for  explanations,  &cc. 
On  the  27th  the  comptroller  wrote,  in  reply,  that, 
“by  to-rnorrow’s  mail  you  will  be  furnished  with 
instructions  as  to  the  manner  in  which  you  are  to 
proceed,”  &c.  And,  accordingly,  on  the  26th  of 
December  another  effort  was  made,  under  the  cap 
tion  of  “ circular  to  naval  officers.”  Whether,  in 
the  mean  time,  any  new  light  was  shed  or  not  by 
the  naval  officer  upon  the  comptroller’s  administra- 
tion of  his  office,  in  the  shape  of  a new  exposure  of 
the  impracticability  and  inapplicability  of  the  latter 
document,  does  not  appear  of  record.  It  appears, 
however,  that  on  the  2d  of  January  the  comptroller 


wrote  him  a letter,  in  the  nature  of  a suspension  o! 
the  last  circular,  thus:  “Before  the  arrangement? 
are  concluded  lot  making  the  examinations  as  di 
reefed  in  my  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  it  is  deeinei 
necessary  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  that  yon 
should  make  to  the  department  some  specific  re 
commendation  in  regard  to  the  rate  of  increase  pro 
posed  to  be  made  to  the  compensation  of  the  re 
spective  clerks  who  are  to  be  employed  in  tha 
dutv.  You  will  please,  therefore,  furnish  me  with 
the  requisite  information.” 

On  the  14th  of  January,  the  naval  officer  informs 
the  comptroller,  in  regaid  to  his  new  theory  of  dis 
charging  the  duties  of  naval  officer,  imbodied  in  his 
multiplicity  of  circulars,  &c.,  as  follows: 

“I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  require  at  least 
six  of  the  clerks  in  the  naval  office  to  discharge 
those  extra  duties,  while,  at  the  same  time,  they 
will  be  expected  to  perform  the  ordinary  duties 
which  they  have  been  and  are  now  performing;” 
and  proposes  the  sum  of  $2,000  additional  compen- 
sation. 

On  the  7th  February,  in  the  examination  of  the 
deputy  naval  officer  before  the  committee,  with  the 
preceding  “partial  circular,”  “circular,”  “circular 
to  naval  officers”  of  December  1-5,  “supplemental 
circular  to  naval  officers,”  and  “circular  to  naval 
officers”  of  December  26,  before  the  witness,  he 
was  interrogated  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  answered  as 
follows: 

Question  6.  Under  Me  existing  system  of  the  naval 
office,  is  the  naval  officer  enabled  to  determine, 
either  what  amount  of  bonds  have  been  taken  by 
the  collector  lor  duties,  in  any  quarter,  or  w ho  are 
parties  to  said  bonds,  or  the  dates  of  such  bonds,  or 
when  they  are  payable,  or  when  any  such  bonds  are 
paid,  or  whether  the  collector  does  or  not  account 
truly  for  bonds  that  have  been  paid? 

Answer.  In  answer  to  the  sixth  interrogatory  I 
have  lo  state,  that  the  naval  office,  under  its  exist- 
ing system,  is  not  enabled  either  to  determine  wffiat 
amount  of  bonds  have  been  taken  bv  the  collector 
for  duties,  in  any  quarter,  or  who  are  the  parties  to 
said  bonds,  or  the  dates  of  said  bonds,  or  when  they 
are  payable,  or  when  such  bonds  are  paid,  or  whether 
the  collector  does  or  does  not  account  truly  for  such 
bonds. 

Such  recorded  specimens  of  inefficiency  wmuld 
seem  to  indicate  that,  whether  the  comptroller  be 
attentive  or  negligent  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  the 
government  must  remain  equally  exposed  to  the 
frauds  and  peculations  of  a dishonest  collector  at 
the  port  of  New  York.  And  yet  the  law  of  1799, 
defining  the  records  and  checks  upon  the  collector, 
which  shall  be  kept  in  the  naval  office  is  so  plain 
that  the  comptroller  himself,  when  looking  at  the 
law,  and  apart  from  his  own  proposed  mode  of  ex- 
ecuting it,  was  constrained  to  say  in  his  circular  to 
naval  officers  under  date  of  December  15,  after  re- 
citing the  language  of  the  law:  “Had  the  books  de- 
signated above  been  kept,  and  the  quarterly  exami 
nations  and  comparisons  been  duly  made  by  the 
naval  officer,  if  is  scarcely  possible  the  defalcations 
in  the  accounts  of  the  late  roi|«-“p -J  ™ew  yor|< 
(5.  Swartwout)  could  have  taken  place,  or  so  long 
escaped  detection.” 

The  committee  believe  that  the  house  and  coun- 
try will  alike  readily  discern  the  only  proper  reme- 
dy which  such  an  exposition  of  facts  and  feebleness 
imperiously  demands,  as  also  the  quarter  whence  it 
must  proceed. 

From  the  preceding  evidence  the  committee  re- 
port the  following  facts  as  established: 

1st*  That  the  late  comptroller  of  the  treasury, 
George  Wolf,  esq.,  now  collector  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  was  guilty,  while  in  said  office  of 
comptroller,  of  culpable  disregard  of  law  and  ne- 
glect of  duty,  both  in  regard  to  the  bonds  of  collec- 
tors filed  in  his’olfice.and  the  records  thereol  required 
by  law;  and  in  settling  and  certifying  to  the  register 
(he  accounts  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  collector, 
without  having  transmitted  to  him  the  vouchers 
therefor  required  by  positive  injunction  of  law. 

2d.  That  the  present  comptroller  of  the  treasury 
has  been  guilty  of  culpable  disregard  of  law  and  ne- 
glect of  duty,  in  settling  and  certifying  to  the  regis- 
ter the  quarterly  accounts  of  Samuel  Swartwout, 
collector,  without  having  transmitted  to  him  the 
vouchers  therefor  required  by  positive  injunction 
of  law. 

3d.  Tha‘  said  comptroller  is  also  guilty  of  culpa- 
ble disregard  of  law  and  neglect  of  duty:  first,  in 
not  having  sought  and  ascertained  from  the  “in- 
voices and  appraisements”  at  the  custom  house  at 
New  York,  either  through  the  solicitor  of  the  trea- 
sury or  otherwise,  the  true  amount  of  Swartwout’s 
claim  upon  the  $201,000  retained  by  him  on  going 
out  of  office,  as  suggested  in  the  letter  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney  that  was  before  him,  dated  April  25 
1838;  secondly,  in  not  causing  the  accounts  of  said 
Swartwout  to  be  forthwith  stated,  or  instituting 


measures  therefor  immediately  on  the  neglect  of 
-aid  Swartwout  to  return  and  settle  his  accounts  at 
he  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  him  by  law  for 
he  purpose,  to  wit,  in  the  early  part  of  July,  1838; 
thirdly,  in  continuing  the  same  neglect,  and  to  issue 
warrants  of  distress  against  said  Swartwout  and  his 
sureties,  from  the  31st  of  August,  1838,  when  it  ap- 
peared by  the  letter  of  the  first  auditor  that  said  ac- 
counts still  remained  unsettled,  until  the  month  of 
November,  when  the  detection  of  Swartwout’s 
larger  defalcations  was  communicated  from  New 
York. 

4th.  That  the  administration  of  said  office  is 
marked  with  such  signal  inefficiency,  as  well  as 
neglect  of  duty,  as  to  render  nugatory  many  of  the 
most  important  checks  upon  the  first  auditor,  and 
collectors,  receivers  and  disbursers  of  the  public 
money,  which  the  laws  creating  and  regulating 
its  duties  contemplated,  and  have  sufficiently  pro- 
vided. 

5th.  That,  in  said  disregard  of  law  and  neglect  of 
duty  by  the  said  comptrollers,  and  inefficiency  of 
the  office  as  now  administered,  is  to  be  found  a pri- 
mary cause  of  the  immense  defalcations  of  the  late 
collector  at  the  port  of  New  York,  and  consequent 
loss  of  the  public  money. 

Cause  5.  The  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  banks  as 
depositories  of  the  public  moneys , and  permitting 
the  same  to  accumulate  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout. 

By  the  deposite  act  of  1836,  as  construed  by  the 
frequent  practice  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
the  secretary  has  been  at  no  time  precluded  from 
the  use  of  banks  as  special  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  in  preference  to  allowing  the  same  to 
accumulate  in  the  hands  of  the  collector. 

For  instance,  as  appears  by  the  testimony  of  the 
cashiers  of  the  bank  of  America  and  of  the  Manhat- 
tan company,  each  of  those  banks  was  used  as  a 
special  depository  of  the  government  for  large  sums 
during  the  period  of  their  suspensions  of  specie 
payments.  All  banks  might  have  been,  in  like  man- 
ner, so  used. 

It  appears,  further,  from  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Woodbury,  answer  38,  that,  during  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments,  circulars  were  issued,  “in  sub- 
stance,” that,  where  no  general  deposite  banks  re- 
mained, that  could  be  legally  employed  as  such,  the 
collecting  officers  might  place  the  surplus  of  their 
funds,  if  increasing  beyond  certain  specified 
amounts,  not  exceeding  their  official  bonds,  in  some 
safe  bank,  in  special  deposite,  to  be  drawn  out  again 
only  on  drafts  of  the  treasurer,  placed  on  the  col- 
lectors and  receivers  and  payable  at  that  bank.” 

Had  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  instead  of  dis- 
continuing the  use  of  banks,  and  leaving  it  discre- 
tionary with  the  collector  to  deposite,  or  not,  spe- 
cially in  bank,  made  it  imperative  or.  collectors  and 
receivers  thus  to  have  used  banks,  the  evidence, 
weekly,  of  the  collectors’  deposite  in  bank  would 
have  accompanied  the  collector’s  own  return  of  the 
fact  that  the  money  was  on  hand,  and  had  not  been 
used.  When,  however,  this  species  of  check  upon 
the  collector  was  abandoned,  the  return  of  the  col- 
lector alone  was  necessarily  relied  on;  and,  although 
it  did  state  truly  the  amount  of  money  collected,  it 
would  fail  to  be  evidence  of  satisfactory  character 
that  it  h3d  not  been  diverted  from  public  to  private 
uses  by  the  collector.  The  following  testimony  il- 
lustrates the  evident  loss  of  a portion  of  the  public 
money  to  the  government  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout, from  the  deception  he  was  enabled  to  prac- 
tise from  w'eek  to  week  respecting  the  money  ac- 
tually  on  hand,  by  means  of  the  power  he  had  of  re- 
taining it  in  his  own  personal  control,  instead  of  de- 
positing it  in  bank. 

Mr.  Fleming , auditor  of  customs,  examined  by  Mr. 

Smith. 

Question  111.  Did  you  make  out  the  weekly 
cash  return  of  Mr.  Swartwout  to  the  secretary  of  ihe 
treasury,  bringing  the  account  up  to  March  28, 
1838,  as  found  in  house  document  13,  p.  11,  and 
showing  a balance  of  money  due  on  cash  account 
of  $201,096  40?  Was  said  balance  the  true  result 
and  state  of  that  branch  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  ac- 
counts? and  did  he,  in  truth,  have  on  hand,  with- 
in your  knowledge,  any  such  amount  of  money  at 
the  time  said  account  was  rendered. 

Answer.  The  said  weekly  cash  return  was  made 
out  by  me.  The  balance  of  $201,096  40  was  the 
true  result  and  state  of  that  account,  provided  the 
cash  book  from  which  the  data  were  derived  wa3 
correct.  Whether  Mr.  Swartwout  had  on  hand  that 
amount  of  money  at  the  time  the  account  was  ren- 
dered, I am  unable  to  state,  having  no  knowledge 
of  that  portion  of  his  business. 

Question  112.  Previous  to  the  discontinuance  of 
banks  as  general  depositories  of  the  government  by 
the  treasury  department,  were,  or  w'ere  not,  cer- 
tificates of  the  cashiers  of  the  banks  used  as  de- 
positories required  by  the  treasury  department  to 


no 
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accompany  ■ tie  weekly  cash  accounts  rendered  by 
Mr.  Swartwout  to  said  department,  and  as  vouch- 
ers of  the  account,  and  that  the  moneys  was,  in  tact, 
on  hand?  Since  such  discontinuance  of  the  use  of 
banks  as  depositories  by  the  treasury  department, 
has  any  species  of  voucher  been  required  to  be  fur- 
nished in  connexion  with  the  w eekly  returns  of  the 
collector,  to  prove  that  the  money  reported  to  be 
on  hand  was  so  in  fact? 

Answer.  Previous  to  the  discontinuance  of  banks 
by  the  treasury  department,  certificates  Iroui  them 
were  required  to  accompany  the  weekly  returns,  as 
vouchers  for  the  transfer,  and  that  the  money  was 
in  bank. 

Since  such  discontinuance,  I know  of  no  species 
of  voucher  required  by  the  treasury  department  to 
be  furnished  in  connexion  with  the  weekly  returns, 
to  denote  that  the  balance  of  money  reported  was, 
in  tact,  on  hand. 

It  is,  then,  apparent  that,  had  the  depositing  sys- 
tem of  banks  been  continued,  Mr.  Swartwout  could 
not  have  had  money,  beyond  the  collections  of 
a single  week,  exceeding  the  current  expenses  of 
his  ortice,  to  tiave  retained  on  going  out  of  office;  and 
the  evidence  of  his  not  having  diverted  any  previ- 
ous to  that  time,  and  that  all  previous  collections 
were  in  bank,  would  have  been  regularly  deiived 
from  the  banks,  as  well  as  in  Mr.  Swurtwout’s  offi- 
cial returns. 

Cause  6.  The  negligence  and  failure  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  to  discharge  his  duty,  as  the 
head  of  the  treasary  department,  charged  by  law 
with  the  superintendence  of  the  collection  of  the 
revenue. 

By  the  act  of  September  2,  1789,  section  2,  it  is 
made  “the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
digest  and  prepare  plans  lor  the  improvement  and 
management  ol  the  revenue,  and  lor  the  support  of 
public  credit;  to  prepare  and  report  estimates  of  the 
public  revenue  and  public  expenditures;  to  super- 
intend the  collection  of  the  revenue;  to  decide  on  the 
forms  of  keeping  and  staling  accounts,  and  making 
returns,”  fyc. 

By  the  act  of  May  8,  1792,  section  6,  it  is  pro- 
vided “that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  di- 
rect the  superintendence  of  the  collection  of  the 
duties  on  impost  and  tonnage,  as  he  shall  judge 
best;  ’ and  by  section  9 of  the  same  act,  “that  the 
forms  of  keeping  and  rendering  all  public  accounts 
whatsoever  shah  be  prescribed  by  the  department 
of  the  treasury.” 

By  virtue  of  section  6 of  the  above  recited  act,  it 
appears,  in  the  following  extract  of  a circular  of  the 
secretary,  that  from  thenceforward  the  duties  origi- 
nally conli  led  to  the  secretary  were  in  part  assign- 
ed to  the  comptroller,  to  wit: 

“ Circular  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs. 

“ Treasury  department,  October  25,  1792. 
“Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  discretion  vested  in  me  by 
the  Ctli  section  olthe  act  entitled  ‘an  act  making  al- 
terations in  the  treasury  and  war  departments,’  I 
have  concluded  to  commit  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  the  collection  of  the  duties  of  imports 
and  tonnage  to  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury. 

“You  will,  therefore,  hencelorth  correspond  with 
that  officer  relatively  to  all  matters  arising  out  of 
the  laws  which  respect  the  laying  or  collecting  of 
those  duties;  and  you  will  consider  his  communica- 
tions and  instructions,  in  regard  to  such  matters, 
as  of  the  same  force  and  validity  which  they  would 
have  if  coming  from  me. 

“This,  however,  is  not  to  be  understood  to  com- 
prehend the  disposition  and  payment  of  the  moneys 
accruing  from  those  duties,  which,  as  heretofore, 
will  be  under  my  immediate  direction. 

“Accordingly,  all  the  returns  and  documents 
which  you  have  been  accustomed  to  transmit  to  the 
secretary  ol  the  treasury  are  herealter  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  comptroller,  except  the  following:  1. 
Weekly  return  of  moneys  received  and  paid;  2. 
Monthly  schedule  of  bond's;  3.  Monthly  abstract  of 
bonds  unpaid;  4.  Paid  drafts,  and  receipts  for  mo- 
neys paid  to  banks,  and  otherwise,  under  special 
directions  from  me.” 

Through  all  periods  since  1792,  as  well  as  before, 
and  from  the  first  organization  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment under  the  act  of  1789,  the  weekly  and 
monthly  returns  of  collectors,  expressly  reserved  to 
the  secretary  in  the  above  circular,  have  been  re- 
quired to  be  made  to  the  secretary,  and  have  been 
so  made. 

Whatever  may  be  the  construction  of  modern 
days,  of  the  use  or  utility  of  these  returns  to  the 
secretary,  it  is,  beyond  dispute,  an  established  fact, 
that  they  originated  in  the  wise  purpose  of  placing 
that  officer  in  possession  of  a ready  and  constant 
check,  and  independent  of  all  other  departments, 
upon  all  officers  employed  to  receive  public  mo- 
neys; and,  also,  upon  the  treasurer  having  the  mo- 
neys in  keeping  after  the  same  have  been  paid  over 
by  the  former. 


For  a corn  et  exponent  of  the  purposes  of  these 
weekly  and  monthly  returns,  nearly  concurrent  with 
their  origin,  ihe  committee  have  reverted  to  a re- 
port made  to  the  house  of  representatives  in  Janu- 
ary, 1801,  by  a committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  condition  of  the  treasury  department,  and  in 
which  it  is  said  “the  actual  amount  of  moneys  in 
the  custody  of  the  treasurer  may  be  at  any  time  as- 
certained, independently  of  his  own  returns,  by  the 
statements  which  are  constantly  made  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  secretary  by  those  who  collect  and  re- 
ceive public  moneys  into  their  custody  in  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  union.” 

The  importance  in  which  these  returns  were  held 
in  other  days  by  the  heads  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, may  be  also  seen  in  the  constant  repetition  of 
circulars  issued  to  collectors  and  receivers  of  public 
money,  enjoining  particularity  and  punctuality  in 
the  transmission  of  them.  The  following  may  be- 
taken as  an  example  ol  the  estimation  of  them  that 
has  prevailed  from  the  days  of  Jetferson  downward: 

CIRCULAR. 

Treasury  department , August  20,  1801. 
Sir:  At  the  same  time  that  the  punctuality  mani- 
fested by  the  greater  number  of  the  collectors  is  ac 
knowledged  with  real  satisfaction,the  remissness  dis- 
coverable in  others  renders  it  incumbent  on  ine  to  im- 
press on  the  minds  of  all,  the  absolute  necessity  of 
conforming  to  those  regulations  which  have  been 
heretofore  prescribed,  either  by  law  or  by  this  de- 
partment. Of  those,  a punctual  transmission  of  ac- 
counts to  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  for  settle- 
ment, pursuant  to  the  twenty-first  section  of  the 
collection  law,  is  deemed  to  be  of  the  first  import- 
ance; and  the  president  has  accordingly  directed 
me  to  say,  thal  a rigid  adherence  to  the  regulation 
of  rendering  each  quarterly  account,  previously  to 
the  expiration  of  the  next  ensuing  quarter,  shall 
hereafter  be  considered  as  indispensably  necessary. 

The  documents  to  be  forwarded  to  this  office  par- 
ticularly, and  which  you  are  requested  to  render 
with  punctuality,  are  as  follows: 

A weekly  return  of  moneys  received  and  paid  by 
you.  On  this  it  is  necessary,  on  account  of  the 
forms  observed  by  some  of  the  collectors,  (o  rpquest: 
1st.  That  the  return  should  bear  date  regularly  the 
last  day  of  the  week,  and  should  include  only  the 
whole  of  the  receipts  and  payments  for  the  entire 
week,  the  said  last  day  included.  2.  That  it  should 
rpgularly  be  transmitted  by  the  mail  next  ensiling 
the  day  on  which  it  is  stated.  3d.  That  tile  mo- 
neys received  for  bonds  paid  on  the  week  when 
they  became  due,  for  bonds  paid  after  having  been 
put  in  suit,  for  duties  on  merchandise  paid  at  the 
time  of  importation,  and  for  duties  on  tonnage, 
should  respectively  be  distinguished  from  each 
other,  and  also  from  moneys  received  on  any  olher 
account.  4th.  That  the  payments  made  in  the 
treasury,  the  payments  for  debentures  falling  due 
on  the  same  days  with  the  duties  on  the  same  par- 
cel of  merchandise,  for  debentures  issued  for  draw- 
back of  duties  already  paid,  for  bounties  on  pickled 
fish  and  sailed  provisions,  for  drawbacks  on  the  ex- 
portation of  domestic  distilled  spirits,  for  allow- 
ances to  fisheries,  and  for  expenses  attending  the 
collection  of  ihe  revenue,  should  also  be  respective- 
ly distinguished  from  eat  bother,  and  from  payments 
made  on  any  other  account.  5th  That  the  day  on 
which  payments  are  made  in  the  treasury,  either 
by  remittances,  payments  of  drafts,  or  payments  in 
bank,  should  be  respectively  specified.  6th.  That 
the  moneys  received  from  seamen  as  hospital  mo- 
ney, or  in  the  care  of  agents  disbursed  for  tile  as- 
sistance of  seamen,  should  not  be  included  in  the 
return.  But  the  specifications  here  mentioned  must 
not  be  construed  to  prevent  or  exclude  any  other 
more  detailed  return  which  may  have  heretofore 
been  adopted  by  the  collector. 

A weekly  return  of  debentures  issued  during  the 
week  for  drawbacks,  and  of  such  entries  made  dur- 
ing the  same  w'eek  as  will  hereafter  entitle  the 
person  making  the  same  to  either  a drawback, 
bounty,  or  allowance  for  fisheries. 

A weekly  abstract  of  bonds  put  in  suit  during 
the  week,  designating  those  paid,  and  noting  also 
at  the  end  of  the  abstract  the  bonds  put  in  suit  al 
any  time  previous  to  the  week  to  which  the  abstract 
refers,  and  which  may  have  been  paid  during 
the  said  week. 

A monthly  schedule  of  liquidated  bonds. 

A quarterly  return  of  the  moneys  received  and 
paid  by  you  on  account  of  (be  marine  hospital. 

It  is  to  be  understood,  however,  that  this  letter  is 
not  intended  to  forbid  the  transmission  of  any  other 
accounts  or  documents  in  pursuance  of  former  in- 
structions from  this  department,  and  particularly  of 
those  usually  transmitted  to  the  comptroller  and  to 
the  register  of  the  treasury. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remind  those  collectors 
who  pay  into  banks,  that  the  public  moneys  ought 


not  lo  be  permitted  to  accumulate  in  their  hands, 
and  that  those  wtio.se  local  situation  renders  it  prac- 
ticable should,  at  the  end  of  every  week,  pay  in  the 
whole  amount  of  the  balance  of  the  week,  except- 
ing only  such  sum  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  face  tile  current  disbursements  of  the  ensuing 
week.  It  is,  indeed,  very  seldom  ne»«ssary  to  re- 
tain any  money  for  that  purpose,  as  the  receipts  of 
each  week  almost  universally  exceed  the  disburse- 
ments thereof;  and  the  amount  payable  during  the 
course  of  each  may  be  always  previously  ascer- 
tained with  great  precision,  except  in  relation  to 
bounties;  the  payment  of  which  depends,  it  is  true, 
on  a contingency,  but  the  amount  of  which  never 
can  make  any  material  difference  in  the  estimate. 
The  same  principle  should,  as  tar  as  practicable, 
regulate  the  payments  of  those  collectors  who  live 
at  a distance  from  the  bank  in  which  they  are  di- 
rected to  pay  the  amount  of  their  receipts. 

From  the  best  view  I have  b>-en  able  to  take  of 
the  subject,  it  is  my  opinion  that  nothing  is  here 
requested  from  you  which  is  not  essentially  neces- 
sary, either  for  the  security  of  the  revenue,  or  tor 
furnishing  this  department  with  important  infor- 
mation; that  nothing  is  requested  which  is  not  in 
your  power  to  perforin.  Should  you,  however,  ap- 
prehend any  real  and  considerable  difficulty  in  a 
strict  compliance  with  evpry  part  of  what  is  pre- 
scribed, your  objections  will  be  weighed  with  can- 
dor, and  reasonable  alterations  introduced,  so  far  as 
they  may  not  derange  the  general  system  adopted, 
keeping  this  department  constantly  and  regularly  ac- 
quainted with  every  transaction  which  relates  to  the 
revenue. 

Not  doubting  that  your  inclination  will  therein 
coincide  with  my  own.  I take  this  opportunity  to  in- 
vite you  to  communicate,  from  time  to  time,  what- 
everyour  observations  and  experience  may  suggest, 
in  relation  to  any  defects,  improvements,  or  evasions 
of  the  revenue  laws.  The  effect  of  Ihe  present  rate 
of  duty  on  the  importations  and  consumption  of  the 
several  species  of  merchandise,  as  they  may  affect 
either  revenue  o”  commerce,  and  the  efficacy  of  the 
present  laws  and  establishments  towards  preventing 
frauds,  equally  injurious  to  ihe  public  and  to  the  lair 
trader,  are  objects  of  primary  importance,  and  on 
which  your  communications  will  be  particularly 
acceptable. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  with  consideration,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  esq.,  collector,  Boston. 

“ Every  transaction,”  which  related  lo  the  revenue 
was  thereby  constantly  brought  to  the  acquaintance 
of  the  secretary’s  department. 

With  a view  to  render  these  returns  still  more 
available  in  their  important  uses,  by  the  secretary, 
as  well  as  in  a better  state  of  preservation,  they 
were,  until  latterly,  made  a component  part  ot  the 
records  of  his  department.  All  the  cash  transac- 
tions olthe  weekly  returns  were  carelully  selected, 
ar.d  condensed  into  a record  divided  into  columns, 
and  the  character  of  which  w ill  be  fully  understood 
by  the  following  examination  of  Mr.  Young,  chief 
clerk,  at  the  present  time,  in  the  secretary’s  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Young  examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  4.  You  have,  at  my  request,  produced 
to  the  committee  a large  folio,  having  the  inscrip- 
tion upen  the  back  of  it  “ weekly  returns  of  receipts 
and  payments  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs,”  1831, 
1832;  treasury  department.  Is  that  book  (roin  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury?  From  w hat 
data  is  that  book  made  up?  When  was  the  practice 
of  making  entries  in  that  book  discontinued?  Will 
you  please  annex  to  your  answer  a portion  of  the 
last  page  written  in  that  book,  under  the  head  of 
“New  York,  Samuel  Swartwout,”  with  copies  of 
the  last  two  entries,  to  show  the  character  ol  the 
book? 

Answer.  The  book  referred  to  is  from  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  It  is  made  up  from 
the  returns  made  to  him  by  collectors,  of  their  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures.  The  entries  therein,  as  I 
have  understood  from  the  clerk,  wtio  had  charge  of 
it,  were  discontinued  in  1831. 


The  annexed  paper,  marked  M.  Y.  No.  1,  is  a 
copy  of  part  of  the  two  last  entries  in  the  last  page 
of  this  book,  under  the  head  of  New  York. 


M. 

Y.  No.  1. 

1831 — NEW  YORK. 

SAMUEL  SWARTWOUT. 

Date  of  return 

Oct.  8. 

Oct.  15. 

Bonds 

235,843  25 

199,789  59 

Bonds  in  suit 
Merchandise 

18,240  95 

28,801  22 

Tonnage 

Hospital 

240  00 

315  00 

Sundries 
Gross  receipts 

254,330  20 

228,905  31 

Disbursements 

65,813  87 

40,905  24 
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Ill 


Nett  receipts 

B >u nties 

Debentures 

Repayments 

Hospital 

Collect.ons 

Payments 

Advances 

Balances 

When  received 


1S3.516  33 
20  80 
35,344  50 

3,519  64 
26,923  93 
215,253  74 


183,000  57 
26,535  55 


14,369  69 
183,000  00 


October  12.  October  19. 


It  will  be  perceived  that  the  same  testimony  in- 
dicates that,  since  1831,  this  species  of  important 
record  has,  from  some  cause,  fallen  into  disuse 
in  the  secretary’s  department.  And  with  the  re- 
cord, the  elements  ol  it  appear  also  to  have  shared 
nearly  the  same  late,  until  “recent  events”  have 
roused  them  to  adiderciit  destination.  The  follow. 
jno-  testimony  of  the  same  witness  illustrates  this 
fact: 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  5.  Since  the  practice  of  making  entries 
in  the  book  of  weekly  returns  of  collectors  has  fal- 
len into  disuse,  what  disposition  has  been  made  of 
the  o:  iginal  “weekly  returns?”  Have  they  been 
carefully  preserved  and  bound  together  in  books: 
Have  they  not,  until  the  recent  defalcation  of  Mr. 
Swartwout,  been  thrown  aside  as  of  no  value;  and 
has  not  search  lor  them  been  lately  made,  and  have 
they  all  been  found? 

Answer.  Since  the  entries  were  discontinued  in 
the  book  mentioned,  the  returns,  alter  they  were 
received,  were  referred  to  a clerk  to  be  examined 
and  filed.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  clerk,  if  he  should 
see  anv  thing  suspicious  on  the  face  of  the  return, 
to  report  it  to  the  secretary  or  myself.  After  an 
accumulation  of  them  lor  one  or  two  years,  they 
were  removed  from  the  files  and  put  in  a room  where 
papers  w'ere  placed,  to  which,  it  was  supposed,  no 
reference  would  ber-quired.  Th“se  returns  have, 
as  I believe,  never  been  bound  together  since  the 
burning  of  the  treasury  building,  in  1833.  I never 
considered  them  as  of  no  value,  but  of  very  little 
consequence;  yet,  as  they  were  of  a character  that, 
possibly,  reference  to  them  might  be  necessary, 
they  were  placed  aside  as  stated. 

In  answering  this  interrogatory,  the  period  em- 
braced in  my  answer  extends  only  as  far  back  as 
Septemb-r,  1333,  when  I fi.st  entered  the  depart- 
ment. Tne  returns  are  now  being  arranged,  and 
there  are  some  yet  missing;  but  all  the  bundles 
have  not  yet  been  examined. 

As  a part  of  the  si.ne  system  of  securing  to  the 
secretary  an  independent  sup  ri  itendence  of  ••every 
transaction  wh'ch  relates  to  the  revenue ,”  instituted 
immediately  upon  the  enactment  of  the  law  orga- 
nizing the  treasury  department,  another  record,  de- 
duced Iro  n the  monthly  returns  of  collectors , has 
been  kept  in  his  department.  The  following  exa- 
mination of  a clei  k in  the  secretary’s  office  will  ex 
plain  this  in  lull: 

Charles  Dummer  examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Que3liou  1.  Are  you  a clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  when  did  you  enter 
upon  your  duties  as  such  clerk? 

Answer.  I am  a clerk  in  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  and  entered  upon  tny  duties  on 
the  7th  January,  1837,  as  1 now  recollect. 

Question  2.  * Is  it  a part  of  your  duty  as  such 
clerk  to  take  charge  of  a folio,  denominated,  by  the 
gilt  letters  on  the  back  of  it,  “custom  house  bonds?” 

Answ'er.  When  1 look  charge  of  the  duties 
which  tiad  been  performed  by  Mr.  Anthony,  1 found 
the  entry  from  returns  of  bonds  taken  anil  liquidat- 
ed by  collectors  among  the  duties  which  were  at- 
tached to  his  desk;  and  I have,  since  I was  appoint 
ed  to  the  situation  he  held,  entered  such  returns, as 
I received  them,  in  the  book  marked  “custom  house 
bonds,”  and  consider  it  a part  of  my  duty;  and  it  is 
the  hook  1 now  have  before  the  committee. 

Question  3.  By  way  of  showing  the  nature  of 
the  book,  and  that  there  are  two  subdivisions,  the 
one  under  the  head  of  “general  account  of  bonds  ta- 
ken and  liquidated  f>r  duties  on  merchandise  at  the 
several  custom  houses ,”  and  the  other,  “account  of 
bonds  taken  for  duties  on  merchandise  which  fall 

due  in  the  month  of  , 183  ;”  will  you  give 

copies  of  two  pages  of  that  book? 

Answer.  A gentle. nan  of  the  committee,  whom 
I afterwards  understood  to  be  Mr.  Curtis,  request- 
ed me,  when  I was  first  cited  before  them  with  the 
book  marked  “custom  house  bonds,”  to  make  a 
copy  of  two  respective  pages  from  said  book;  which 
I have  done,  and  present  them  as  a true  copy  of  the 
pages  marked  by  said  gentleman  to  be  copied  from 
the  book.  These  two  pages  embrace  a transcript 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  book  is  kept  under  the 
heads  ot  “general  account  of  bonds  taken  and  liqui- 
dated for  duties  on  merchandise  at  the  several  cus- 
tom houses,”  and  an  “account  of  bonds  taken  for 
duties  on  merchandise  which  fall  due  in  the  month 
of , 182  .” 


General  account  of  bonds  taken  and  liquidated  for  duties  on  merchandise  at  the  several  custom  houses 


Districts. 

January, 

1837. 

February, 

1837. 

March, 

1837. 

April, 

1837. 

May, 

1837. 

June, 

1837. 

Portsmouth 

, 

$4,683  00 

$3,097  78 

New  bury  port 

$639  92 

$1,641  60 

2,662  66 

1,545  49 

Gloucester 

$1,261  00 

5.477  69 

3,952  55 

Salem  .... 

Ipswich. 

Marblehead 

$1,882  28 
807  30 

452  93 

3,668  10 

4,659  61 

15,500  58 
2,041  15 

1,315  51 

Boston  .... 

175,000  00 

275.000  00 

195,642  50 

180,000  00 

200.000  00 

165,000  00 

Plymouth,  Mass. 

Barnstable. 

Nantucket. 

New  Bedford 

none. 
3,344  50 

none. 

none. 
8,316  06 

none. 

none. 

423  85 

Dightou  .... 

2.839  90 

none. 

12,111  10 

York  . . . . 

Saco. 

none. 

none. 

none. 

• 

none. 

none. 

Portland  .... 
Edgartowm. 

1,343  95 

7,454  21 

13,701  12 

17,855  91 

25,455  97 

Bath  .... 

Wiscasset. 

Penobscot 

# 

1,732  03 

* 

1,525  68 

552  63 

Belfast  .... 

Frenchman’s  Bay. 
Machias. 

* 

* 

* 

535  76 

597  57 

P.issamaquoddy 

Waldoborough. 

• 

511  92 

1,192  61 

none. 

Kennebunk 

. 

. 

784  67 

3.226  95 

Newport  .... 

. 

. 

3,751  62 

2,437  48 

1.379  68 

Bristol 

3.388  20 

11,583  97 

1,249  80 

8,094  93 

10,355  90 

Providence 
New  London. 

10,764  84 

3,203  4E 

• 

• 

11,203  44 

3,133  10 

New  Haven 
Fairfield. 

501  56 

none. 

none. 

12,581  06 

14,363  72 

9,621  47 

Middletown 

* 

438  18 

5,026  08 

1,127  12 

2.305  64 

Vermont  .... 
Sag  Harbor. 

2,004  13 

New  York 
Champlain. 
Cape  Vincent. 
Perth  Ambov. 

902,044  06 

986,666  20 

1,306,746  9; 

.994,340  10 

729,328  11 

682,735  26 

Great  Egg  Harbor 
Little  Egg  Harbor. 

none. 

none. 

none. 

none. 

none. 

none. 

Newark.  N Jersey  . 

• 

• 

• 

664  05 

B. 

Account  of  bonds  taken  for  duties  on  merchandise  which  fall  due  in  January.  1837 


Districts. 

January, 

1836. 

March, 

1836. 

April, 

1836. 

May, 

1836. 

July, 

1836. 

October, 

1836. 

Portsmouth 

. 

, 

$1,379  42 

Newburyport 

. 

. 

. 

$1,709  27 

Gloucester 

. 

• 

1,787  00 

Salem  . 

Ipswich. 

Marblehead. 

* 

* 

2,173  00 

14,321  00 

Boston  .... 

, 

200,000  00 

137,500  00 

Plymouth,  Mass. 

Barnstable. 

Nantucket. 

* 

* 

* 

105  07 

New  Bedford 

. 

. 

. 

1,905  00 

4,706  37 

Dighton 

York. 

Saco. 

* 

* 

1,845  00 

1,348  86 

Portland 

Edgartown. 

• 

• 

5,213  38 

1,984  47 

Bath  .... 

Wiscasset. 

Penobscot. 

B.lfast. 

Frenchman’s  Bay. 
Machias. 

1,094  39 

Passamaquoddy  . 

Waldoborough. 
Kennebunk. 
Newport. 

4,025  12 

160  44 

Biistol  .... 

. 

, 

1,278  00 

1,180  01 

Providence  . . 

New  London. 

• 

• 

2,582  54 

2,573  28 

New  Haven  . 
Fairfield. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

7,165  00 

Middletown  . 
Vermont. 

Sag  Harbor. 

Nov.  $28,493  84 

2,091  52 

New  York 
Champlain. 

Cape  Vincent. 
Perth  Amboy. 
Great  Egg  Harbor. 
Little  Egg  harbor. 

A ug.  $35,089  30 

428,981  08 

352,161  04 

Newark,  N.  J. 

• 

• 

432  47 

162  94 

35,089  30 

[TO  BE 

28,493  84 

CONTINCED.] 

• 

661,188  33 

518,677  29 

112 
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CHRONICLE. 

Value  of  real  estate.  There  was  a sale  of  ten  lots  in 
this  city  yesterday,  at  auction,  in  the  square  on  which 
the  bank  stands.  - The  lots  were  about  twenty-two  feet 
front  on  Maine  street.  The  highest  broughtjiue  hun- 
dred dollars  per  foot,  the  lowest  three  hundred  ancl  forty 
dollars.  [.S7.  Louis  Rep. 

Bonds  and  mortgages.  The  old  Globe  insurance 
company,  at  the  tune  of  the  great  fire  in  December, 
1835,  had  in  its  possession  bonds  and  mortgages  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  a million  of  dollars.  Nothing 
could  show  more  satisfactorily  the  safety  of  such  invest- 
ments, judiciously  made,  than  the  fact  that  every  dollar 
of  the  aforesaid  $1,000,000  and  upwards  has  been  re- 
alized by  the  company — principal,  interest  and  costs. 
The  company  has  thus  been  enabled  to  pay  the  assured 
$71  65  on  every  $100  lost.  Its  affairs  are  now  com- 
pletely wound  up  and  closed. 

A new  company  has,  however,  been  formed,  with 
the  same  name,  and  we  believe  under  the  same  char- 
ter essentially — capital  $500,000.  It  will  go  into  ope- 
ration immediately.  Gilbert  Allen,  esq.  president. 

[IV.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Steam.  If  the  wild  tribes  of  Lake  Huron  were  to  be 
told  that  the  white  man’s  recipe  for  conquering  the 
waves  of  the  great  lake  before  them  was  to  take  up  a 
very  small  portion  of  it  and  boil  it — if  sixty  years  ago 
Dr.  Johnson  bad  been  told  as  exhausted  by  a hard  day’s 
literary  labor,  he  sat  ruminating  at  his  fire  side  waiting 
for  his  favorite  beverage  that  the  tiny  volume  of  white 
smoke  he  was  listlessly  gazing  at,  as  it  issued  from  the 
spout  of  his  black  iron  tea-kettle,  was  a power  compe- 
tent to  rebuke  the  waves,  and  to  set  even  the  hurricane 
at  defiance— the  red  children  of  nature  would  listen  to 
the  intelligence  with  no  greater  astonishment  than  our 
venerabklexicographer  would  have  received  it. 

[ London  Quarterly. 

Fire  at  Mobile.  A destructive  fire  occurred  at  Mobile 
on  the  31st  March,  which  destroyed  a large  cotton 
warehouse,  and  several  other  buildings.  About  1,000 
bales  of  cotton  were  burnt,  valued  at  $75,000,  on  which 
there  was  insurance  of  $60,000,  and  330  hhds.  of  sugar, 
insured  to  the  full  value.  The  total  loss  is  set  down  at 
$150,000.  The  fire  was  caused  by  an  incendiary. 

The  silk  culture  in  Connecticut.  A silk  convention 
was  held  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  April  3d.  F.  S. 
Comstock,  esq.  of  Wethersfield,  president.  It  was  re- 
solved to  form  a state  silk  society,  to  solicit  the  legislature 
to  protect  mulberry  trees  from  depredation,  to  publish 
an  address  to  the  citizens  of  Connecticut  on  the  import- 
ance of  the  silk  culture,  to  draw  attention  to  the  raising 
of  worms  and  manufacture  of  silk,  as  well  as  the  culture 
of  trees,  to  form  county  auxiliary  societies,  and  institute 
premiums,  &c.  Many  specimens  of  silk  were  present- 
ed, interesting  addresses  made,  committees  appointed 
to  examine  machinery,  &c.  After  which  the  conven- 
tion adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place  the  2d  Tues- 
day of  May. 

Connecticut  (and  especially  Hartford),  has  been 
foremost  in  this  great  enterprise,  now  become  national 
— nor  does  she  intend  to  abandon  it. 

The  Alexandria  Gazette  says  that  at  the  last  term  of 
the  criminal  court  for  that  county,  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States  vs.  R.  B.  Randolph  t~OT  an  assault  and 
battery  on  Andrew  Jackson,  late  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  a nolle  prosequi  was  entered  by  the  district 
attorney,  wiih  the  assent  of  the  court. 

The  Philadelphia  papers  state  that  the  companies 
engaged  in  transporting  merchandise  to  the  west  have 
agreed  to  reduce  the  rates  of  freight  to  the  following 
prices: 

Dry  goods,  &c.  $2  25  per  cwt. 

Hardware,  2 00  “ 

Groceries,  1 50  “ 

The  portable  car  body  line  of  Messrs.  O’Connor  & 
Co.  vvhi.h  went  into  operation  last  week,  has  opened 
the  intercourse  between  Baltimore  and  the  west,  by 
way  of  the  Pennsylvania  improvements;  and  when  the 
tide  water  canal  is  opened,  and  the  Susquehanna  rail 
road  extended  to  Wrightsville,  both  of  which  objects 
are  now  secured  by  the  grants  just  made  by  Maryland, 
Baltimore  will  also  have  her  transporting  companies, 
and  enjoy  all  the  benefits  to  her  trade  connected  with 
their  operations.  [Balt.  American. 

More  troops.  The  steamboat  Ozark  arrived  here  on 
Wednesday  last  from  New  Orleans  with  one  hundred 
United  Si  ares  troops  for  Fort  G.bson,  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  Hart,  of  the  U.  S.  army. 

The  steamer  Little  Rock  arrived  on  Thursday  last 
with  about  the  same  number.  She  left  on  Friday  for 
Fort  Gibson.  [ Little  Rock  (.Ark.)  Times,  March  25th. 

The  Pittsburg  papers  state  that  the  first  iron  steam- 
boat in  this  country,  of  American  iron  is  now  building 
at  the  Washington  works  in  that  city,  by  Robinson  & 
Mims.  Her  keel  is  140  feet,  deck  172  feet,  25  feet 
bea  n,  and  6 feet  hold;  she  is  to  measure  over  220  tons, 
and  will  be  finished  by  the  4th  of  July  next. 

The  St.  Petersburg  papers  state,  that  the  population 
of  the  Russian  empire  at  the  end  of  1836,  since  which 
time  it  appears  no  authentic  account  of  it  has  been  pub- 
lished, consisted  of  59.133,535  persons,  viz:  23,896,233 
males,  and  30,137,352  females.  If  this  account  be  cor- 
rect, the  circumstance  of  the  females  so  much  exceed- 
ing the  males,  is,  we  believe  a solitary  example  in  the 
world.  Out  of  the  above  total  number,  the  population  of 
Poland  amounted  to  4, 183,222;  of  Finland  to  1,372,122; 
of  the  Trans  Caucasian  provinces  to  1,378,316;  and  ol 
die  American  possessions  to  61,053. 


Some  modifications  in  the  armament  of  the  navy 
have  recently  been  made  by  the  admiralty,  whereby  a 
proportion  of  bomb  cannon  is  given  to  each  vessel,  as 
low  down  as  the  28  gun  frigates.  The  weight  of  metal 
in  a broadside  of  a ship  of  120  guns  is  now  2,028  lbs. 
The  guns  of  the  new  patterns  are  ultimately  to  super- 
cede the  bored  guns  of  the  Congreve  and  Bloomfield 
patterns,  but  as  there  are  a great  many  of  these  patterns 
in  store,  they  are  to  be  used  as  long  as  they  last.  The 
Congreve  24  pounder  thus  bored  out  is  7 1-2  feet  long 
and  40  cwt;  the  Bloomfield  7 1-2  feet,  24  pounder  is 
41  cwt;  and  there  is  a Bioomfiold  24  pounder  of  8 feet, 
which  has  been  bored  out  to  the  calibre  of  32  pounds. 
There  are  also  some  24  pounders  of  common  pattern, 
of  8 and  9 feet  length,  of  48  cwt.  and  46  cwt.  respec- 
tively, which  have  been  enlarged  to  the  calibre  of  32. 

We  extract  the  following  from  the  Northern  Bee  of 
Saint  Petersburgh:  “Tne  average  consumption  of 

horned  cattle  in  this  city  is  156,000;  of  sheep  48,000;  of 
calves  28,000;  of  pigs  20,000;  of  poultry  68,000,  and  of 
game  98,000.  During  lent  10,000  cart  loads  of  fish  are 
consumed;  brandy  to  the  value  of  700,000  fr.  and  the 
favorite  drink  of  the  Russian  peasantry,  spirits  distilled 
from  grain,  to  1,000,000,  fr.  During  1838,  although  the 
winter  was  not  severe,  the  consumption  of  fuel  was 
535,840  voies  of  wood,  and  30,000  loads  of  charcoal. 
During  the  year  no  extensive  robberies  occurred;  petty 
thefts  amounted  to  8,248  and  of  these  the  value  of  the 
property  stolen  in  6,000  cases  did  not  exceed  100  fr. 
each. 

Extraordinary  performance.  A locomotive,  built  by 
M.  W.  Baldwin,  esq.  of  Philadelphia,  drew  a train  of 
45  cars  freighted  with  150  tons  of  nails  and  hoop  iron 
and  28  men  and  including  cars  and  engines,  makmg 
a gross  weight  of  223  tons,  from  Reading  to  Bridgeport, 
at  an  average  speed  of  12  1-2  miles  per  hour.  The 
quantity  of  wood  consumed  was  1 3-8tns  cords,  which, 
allowing  2,000  pounds  to  the  cord,  is  2,600  lbs.  or  11 
lbs.  10  oz.  per  ton  for  the  40  miles,  or  4 2-3  oz.  per  ton 
per  mile.  [Pittsburg  Advocate. 

The  number  of  students  at  the  university  of  Vienna 
for  the  present  winter  half-year  is  2,620,  of  whom  232 
study  theology,  577  philosophy,  635  jurisprudence,  660 
medicine  and  466  surgery.  The  three  colleges  of  the 
capital  are  frequented  by  1,684  pupils. 

Death  of  Benjamin  Pierce.  The  Nashua  Gazette 
announces  the  death  of  the  hon.  Benjamin  Pierce,  a 
soldier  of  the  revolution,  and  formerly  the  governor  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  taste  for  operatic 
entertainments  in  Paris,  by  the  announcement  of  Ro- 
bert le  Diable  for  the  one  hundred  and  seventy-seventh 
time — no  wonder  when  the  orchestra  is  composed  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  finished  solo  players,  and  every 
thing  else  belonging  to  the  establishment  on  an  equally 
great  and  perfect  scale.  [Nat.  Gaz. 

Virginia  banks.  An  act  has  recently  passed  the  le- 
gislature of  Virginia,  which  allows  the  banks  of  that 
state  to  increase  their  capital,  and  releaves  them  from 
the  penalties  incurred  by  the  late  suspension  of  specie 
payments.  The  bank  of  Virginia  is  allowed  to  in- 
crease its  capital  $600,000,  and  the  Farmers’  bank  of 
Virginia  $735,000,  a portion  of  which  is  to  augment 
the  capital  of  the  branches.  The  bank  of  the  Valley 
is  authorised  to  increase  its  capital  $150,000.  The 
Exchange  bank  is  authorised  to  increase  its  capital 
$200,000,  provided  a branch  is  established  at  Falmouth. 

The  Eastern  rail  road  company  (from  Boston  to 
Salem)  has  declared  a dividend  of  five  per  cent.,  being 
the  profits  of  the  first  seven  months  since  the  opening 
of  this  road. 

Large  cargoes.  The  Natchez  Free  Trader  of  the 
30th  ult.  publishes  the  following: 

“The  ship  Talleyrand,  which  cleared  at  this  port 
yesterday  for  Liverpool,  had  on  board  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty  bales  of  cotton,  weighing  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  and  six  hundred 
pounds — the  largest  cargo  ever  taken  from  Natchez. 
The  cotton  is  valued  at  one  million  two  hundred  and 
ninety-six  thousand  dollars,  and  the  freight  amounts  to 
fourteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

The  Grand  Gulf  Advert.ser  states,  that  the  ship 
Franklin,  which  left  that  port  on  the  25th  instant,  had 
on  board  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six 
bales  of  cotton,  weighing  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-one  pounds, 
and  worth  one  million  one  hundred  and  eleven  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars. 

The  ship  Lelia  sunk  off  Tanner’s  creek,  a few  days 
since.  She  was  a new  ship  and  belonged  to  Alexan- 
der Brown  and  Sons,  of  Baltimore.  Her  cargo  was  es- 
timated at  from  five  to  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
consisting  principally  of  dry  goods  and  hardware. 
Nearly  all  was  insured. 

Extraordinary  recital.  The  overland  route  from  Eu- 
rope to  India,  requires  a line  of  native  Hindoston  for 
estafeltes,  between  Calcutta  and  Bombay.  They  go 
with  the  fleetness  of  the  antelope  through  morass  and 
mountain,  ravine  and  jungle.  But  the  number  is  al- 
most decimated  by  the  deadly  tiger,  whom  they  often 
encounter,  and  who,  singling  out  his  victim,  seizes  and 
devours  him,  while  the  rest  of  the  party  continue  in  In- 
dian file  to  pursue  their  route,  looking  to  this  event  as 
one  to  be  expected  in  so  perilous  an  expedition.  Fre- 
quently the  leather  bag  containing  the  letters  has  been 
sent  after  and  obtained,  when  a courier  has  been  mis- 
sing from  the  cause  above  stated. 


Western  rivers.  The  Pittsburg  Advocate  of  .Satur- 
day, the  30th  ult.  says,  that  the  weather  in  that  city  for 
some  days  past,  had  been  warm  and  dry,  and  delight- 
ful for  every  kind  of  business;  but  it  was  affecting  the 
rivers.  There  was  yet,  however,  6 3-4  feet  in  the  chan- 
nel, and  no  danger  of  scarcity  for  some  weeks  yet. 
The1  steamboa/t  business  was  still  very  active. 

The  steamboat  Rio  arrived  at  St.  Louis  on  the  29th 
ult.  from  Galena  and  reports  the  Upper  Mississippi 
low,  only  two  feet  and  a half  water  on  the  Rapids. 

Wabash  river.  The  Disseminator,  (published  at  New 
Harmony,  la.)  of  the  28th  of  March,  says  the  “Wabash 
river  is  nearly  bankfull.  Since  our  last,  ihe  steamboat 
Rover  has  passed  down,  and  the  Jim  Brown,  Shylock, 
Native,  Rover  and  Tide,  arrived  and  gone  up  the  river. 
Hitherto  but  a few  trading  boats  have  gone  down  the 
river.  We  expect  the  present  high  water  will  bring 
whole  fleets  of  them  in  a few  days.” 

The  past  winter.  An  observing  correspondent  of  the 
Boston  Centinel  says:  “During  the  winter  past,  snow 
in  small  quantities  has  fallen  on  18  different  days, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  two  feet;  less,  proba- 
bly, than  was  ever  known  to  fall  here  in  any  winter  be- 
fore. In  1822  and  ’23,  the  quantity  was  judged  to  be 
98  inches. 

Relict  of  barbarism.  The  Quebec  Gazette  of  the  1st 
April,  chronicles  the  sentences  passed  at  the  criminal 
term  of  the  court  of  King’s  bench.  Seven  persons  were 
sentenced  to  be  burnt  in  the  hand,  and  to  undergo  dif- 
ferent terms  of  imprisonment.  Of  the  seven,  three  were 
convicted  on  two  indictments  against  eaen,  and  seve- 
rally sentenced  to  be  twice  burnt  on  the  hand. 

Idleness  of  fashionable  life.  Obliged  to  pay  attention 
to  every  foolish  thing  uttered  and  to  all  the  idle  com- 
pliments, paid  and  constantly  to  keep  my  mind  on  the 
rack,  that  I may  not  fail  to  introduce  in  my  turn  my 
jest  or  my  lie.  And  this  is  called  idleness!  It  is  the  la- 
bor of  a galley  slave. 

Toleration!  The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette  of  Tues- 
day has  the  following: 

“The  New  York  papers  of  yesterday  says: — 

“The  Jews  Synagogue  at  Philadelphia,  was  destroy- 
ed by  fire  on  Saturday.” 

“Not  all — not  all.  On  Sunday  morning  the  burning 
of  some  rubbish  under  the  stairs  in  an  old  building,  one 
floor  of  which  is  occupied  by  a Hebrew  congregation, 
made  a monstrous  smoke;  but  nothing  more;  and  we 
hope  for  many  years  yet  to  hear  our  elder  brethren  on 
Friday  evening  raise  their  anthem  in  our  neighborhood, 
unless  they  can  find  a better  house — and  on  Wednes- 
day to  listen  to  the  more  modern  strains  of  a Baptist  so- 
ciety in  the  same  house. 

Launch.  The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Decatur,  of 
sixteen  guns  was  launched  in  fine  style  at  the  navy 
yard,  Brooklyn,  last  evening,  at  five  o’clock.  She  glid- 
ed gracefully  into  her  destined  element,  and  was  greet- 
ed with  three  cheers  from  the  crew  of  the  frigate  Hud- 
son, and  “Hail  Columbia’’  from  her  band.  We  rejoice 
to  see  the  name  of  a man  so  justly  dear  to  our  country 
and  navy,  thus  renewed  in  one  of  our  noble  ships  of 
war.  [iVetti  York  American. 

The  legislature  of  Massachusetts  have  passed  an  act 
which  contains  the  following  provisions: 

Sec.  2.  Whenever  any  property  of  the  value  of  fifty 
dollars  or  more  shall  be  destroyed,  or  be  injured  to  that 
amount,  by  any  persons  to  the  number  of  twelve  or 
more,  riotously,  routo'usly,  or  tumultuously  assembled, 
the  city  or  town  wiihin  which  said  property  was  situat- 
ed shall  be  liable  to  indemnify  the  owner  thereof  to  the 
amount  of  three  fourths  of  the  value  of  the  property  so 
destroyed,  or  the  amount  of  such  injury  thereto,  to  be 
recovered  in  an  action  of  the  case,  in  any  court  proper 
to  try  the  same:  Provided,  Theowmer  of  such  property 
shall  use  all  reasonable  diligence  to  prevent  its  destruc- 
tion or  injury  by  such  unlawful  assembly,  and  to  procure 
the  conviction  of  the  offenders. 

Sec.  3.  Any  city  or  town  which  shall  pay  any  sum 
under  the  provision  of  the  precedings  section  may  reco- 
ver the  same  against  any  or  all  of  the  persons  who  shall 
have  destroyed  or  injured  such  property. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Macedonian,  and  sloop  of  war 
Erie,  sailed  from  Pensacola  on  the  31st  ult.  for  Tampico 
and  Vera  Cruz. 

Buried  alive.  New  Orleans,  April  5.  Yesterday, 
immediately  after  the  remains  of  lieutenant  Gamier 
were  consigned  to  the  tomb,  and  the  concourse  of  per- 
sons who  had  assembled  to  witness  the  ceremony,  were 
preparing  to  return  to  tneir  homes,  their  attention  was 
attracted  by  the  noise  or  groans  of  some  person  in  dis- 
tress, which  appeared  to  come  from  a coffin  that  bad 
just  been  deposited  in  the  earth.  It  was  immediately 
opened,  and,  on  examination,  found  to  contain  the  body 
of  a negro  woman,  who  had,  it  is  supposed,  fallen  into 
a lethargic  sleep  and  considered  dead,  but  was  awaken- 
ed by  the  entrance  of  water  into  the  coffin.  She  was 
taken  out  and  brought  to  the  city  in  fine  spirits;  and 
there  is  now  every  prospect  of  her  recovery. 

[Louisianian. 

The  new  capital,  or  state  house  of  North  Carolina,  at 
Raleigh,  is  described  in  the  Raleigh  Star  as  a superb 
building,  of  160  feet  in  length,  90  feet  in  height,  built  of 
granite,  and  surrounded  with  massive  columns  of  the 
same  material,  5 1-2  feet  in  diameter,  and  30  feet  in 
height.  The  model  is  the  classic  Parthenon  at  Athens. 
There  is  a splendid  dome  and  a great  number  of  spa- 
cious apartments,  besides  the  two  legislative  halls.  Cost 
$500,000. 
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&3*The  news  by  the  Great  Western,  published  in 
the  present  sheet,  is  quite  pacific,  and,  with  the 
improvement  in  the  cotton  market,  has  infused 
great  spirit  into  the  business  of  the  Atlantic  cities, 
and  especially  in  the  money  market — which  wa3 
ranch  cramped  by  the  impression  that  the  boundary 
question  might  provoke  a war.  But  it  is  evident  that 
the  public  sentiment  and  the  public  policy  of  Great 
Britain  are  opposed  to  any  belligerent  movements 
— and  that,  discarding  all  considerations  of  its  effects 
upon  the  trade  of  the  country  and  the  interests  of 
individuals  who  own  our  stocks,  the  government  will 
have  enough  to  do  to  preserve  peace  at  home — 
which  is  seriously  menaced  by  the  chartists  and 
other  disaffected  persons  in  many  sections  of  the 
kingdom. 


A special  messenger.  It  is  stated  in  the  New 
York  papers  that  Mr.  Kaye,  who  arrived  in  the 
Great  Western,  is  bearer  of  despatches  to  the  Bri- 
tish minister  in  this  city,  and  that  they  contain  in- 
structions to  treat  about  the  boundary  question. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  of  Wed- 
nesday says:  “We  are  enabled  to  state,  on  what  we 
believe  to  be  good  authority,  that  such  instructions 
have  been  transmitted  to  her  Britannic  majesty’s 
minister  at  Washington,  by  the  Great  Western,  a3 
will  obviate  the  necessity  of  sending  a special  min- 
ister to  London.  The  seat  of  negociations  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  the  boundary  question  is  transfer- 
red from  London  to  Washington;  and  these  negoci- 
ations will  be  pressed  to  a definitive  conclusion.” 

Death  of  senator  Tipton.  By  the  Logans- 
port  Herald,  Extra,  of  April  6th,  we  have  news  of 
the  decease  of  general  John  Tipton,  lateasenator 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  state  of  Indiana.  At 
the  moment  of  apparent  good  health,  he  was  attack- 
ed, on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant,  with  what  was 
called  an  apoplexy  of  the  lungs,  ol  which  he  expired 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  day  following. 

General  "1  ipton  was  a native  of  Tennessee,  aged 
about  55,  and  had  during  Iris  life  rendered  valuable 
service  in  different  public  stations. 

Elections.  The  following  is  a correct  state- 
ment of  the  votes  given  on  the  fourth  trial  to  elect 
a member  in  the  fourth  congressional  district  of 
Massachusetts. 

Parmenter,  ....  4 972: 

B'rooks, 4 433 

Scattering,  . . . _ 5n 


Total,  . . 9,916 

Necessary  for  a choice,  . . 4,959 

4,972 


Parmenter’s  majority,  ...  13 

Official  canvass  for  mayor  of  New  York. 


Clark. 

Varien. 

Scat. 

Whole  no.  votes. 

lit  Ward  1,146 

470 

3 

1,619- 

; 2 1 

795 

335 

O 

1,130 

3d 

1,176 

565 

2 

1,743 

4th 

1,160 

1,182 

2 

2,344 

5th 

1,356 

1,2.33 

4 

2,593 

6 th 

1,062 

1,233 



2,295 

7th 

1,774 

1,825 



3,599 

8th 

2,130 

2,237 

4,367 

9th 

1,353 

1,929 

2 

3,284 

10th 

1,175 

1,699 

6 

2,870 

11th 

633 

1,629 



2’262 

12th 

288 

535 

2 

817 

13th 

933 

1,391 

3 

2,377 

14  th 

1,321 

1,509 

2 

2,832 

15th 

1,348 

584 

2 

1.934 

16th 

1,124 

1,135 

8 

2,267 

17th 

1,184 

1,481 

— 

2,665 

20,005 

21,072 

36 

41,113 

Maj.  for  Varien  1,067 


Canada  frontier,  &c.  The  Franklin,  St.  Al- 
bans, Messenger,  gives  a detailed  account  of  seve- 
ral arsons  committed  at  Highgate,  Alburgh,  &c. 
1 he  governor  has  forwarded  500  stand  of  arms  from 
the  arsenal  at  Vergennes,  and  authorised  general 
Nason  to  call  out  as  many  of  his  brigade  as  he 
should  deem  necessary  for  the  protection  of  this 
part  of  the  frontier.  About  150  men  have  been 
drafted  and  put  on  duty. 

Vol.  VI.  'Sig.  8. 


A public  meeting  of  the  people  has  been,  held  at 
Highgate,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  state  of  affairs  now  existing  on  the  fron- 
tier, and  expressing  their  sentiments  in  relation 
thereto. 

Among  the  resolves  was  one,  “that  this  meeting 
views  with  deep  regret  the  spirit  of  retaliation  and 
revenge  which  is  manifested  by  our  neighbors  north 
of  latitude  forty-five;  and  also  by  a portion  of  the 
Canadian  refugees,  who  have  fled  to  this  country 
for  protection,  in  the  inhuman  and  unnatural  prac- 
tice of  making  use  of  the  torch  as  an  arbiter  to  de- 
cide their  difficulties.” 

The  Burlington  Free  Press  of  the  12th  inst. 
states  that  the  burnings  on  that  frontier  have  been 
suspended  for  a few  days  past,  and  that  gen.  Nason, 
who  has  some  three  or  four  hundred  men  under 
arms  at  the  line,  it  is  said,  has  formed  a temporary 
treaty  of  amity  with  the  tories  at  Mississkoui  bay — 
they  agreeing  to  restrain  the  brigands  on  the  other 
side,  provided  the  presses  are  silenced  on  this  side. 

The  Sackett’s  Harbor  Journal  states  that  on  the 
7th  inst.  col.  A.  McDonnell,  sheriff  of  Midland  dis- 
trict, U.  C.  arrived  on  board  he  British  steamer 
“Commodore  Barrie,”  from  Kingston,  with  22  of  the 
Prescott  prisoners,  pardoned  by  the  lieut.  governor. 
Colonel  McDonnell  sent  for  the  magistrates  of  the 
village,  and  stated  to  them  that  he  had  been  re- 
quested by  his  excellency  to  inform  them  of  what 
he  had  done  for  these  prisoners,  and  that  he  ear- 
nestly hoped  it  would  have  a happy  effect  in  allay- 
ing the  excitement  which  had  led  to  so  much  trou- 
ble and  distress  to  both  governments;  and  that  if  it 
should  have  such  a tendency,  the  remaining  pri- 
soners, in  due  time,  would  receive  the  benefit  of  it. 
The  magistrates  returned  an  appropriate  reply  to 
colonel  McDonnell,  and  the  pardoned  prisoners 
drew  up  and  signed  a paper  declarative  of  their 
sense  of  the  kindness  with  which  they  had  been 
treated,  and  of  their  gratitude  for  their  release. 

From  the  disputed  territory  and  New 
Brunswick.  From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser 
and  Patriot.  The  Frederickton  Sentinel  of  the  6th 
instant  says,  on  the  authority  of  a person  from  the 
Aroostook,  that  the  American  militia  were  about  to 
commence  their  march,  homeward,  leaving  the  land 
agent  with  a party  of  about  21)0  men  behind  them. 
Two  booms  had  been  thrown  across  the  river,  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  the  passage  of  timber  in 
the  spring;  but  with  what  effect,  the  Sentinel  re- 
marks, remains  to  be  proved. 

We  learn  from  the  same  paper,  that  the  New 
Brunswick  militia  and  voluntarly  force,  were  to 
cease  to  receive  pay  and  rations  on  the  10th  inst., 
with  the  exception  of  one  captain,  one  subaltern, 
two  sergeants  and  thirty  rank  and  file,  to  be  sta- 
tioned at  Woodstoek;.  one  subaLtern,  two  sergeants 
and  thirty  rank  and  file  at  Tobique  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Restook,  and  a similar  detachment  at  St. 
Andrews,  for  the  protection  of  the  queen’s  stores. 

The  head  quarters  and  other  companies  of  the 
36th  regiment,  had  returned  to  Frederickton,  and 
they  had  been  replaced  by  the  69th  regiment,  the 
head  quarters  of  which  were  stationed  at  Wood- 
stock.  These  two  regiments  are  the  only  royal 
troops  which  remain  in  New  Brunswick.  The  11th 
regiment  under  col.  Goldie,  which  had  been  order- 
ed from  Sorel  in  Canada  to  Madawaska,  together 
with  a detachment  of  royal  artillery,  was  immedi- 
ately, after  the  arrangement  with  general  Scott,  or- 
dered back  to  Quebec,  where  it  is  expected  to 
arrive  before  the  breaking  up  of  the  winter  roads. 

The  first  detachment  of  this  regiment  arrived 
at  Quebec  on  the  7th  inst.,  and  it  was  to  be  fol- 
lowed in  a day  or  two  by  the  second.  This  is  the 
third  time  this  regiment  has  traversed  the  inhospi- 
table regions  between  New  Brunswick  and  Quebec, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  winter. 

From  Florida.  The  St.  Augustine  (Florida) 
News  of  the  30th  ult.  contains  the  following  intel- 
ligence of  the  army  in  Florida. 

Lieut,  col.  Harney,  2d  dragoons,  sailed  for  mili- 
tary posts  south,  on  the  27th  inst.  Two  Indians 
and  a negro  accompanied  him,  as  guides  and  inter- 
preter. 

The  4th  artillery  is  ordered  north. 

The  topographical  survey  of  the  military  district, 
as  contemplated  by  gen.  Taylor,  is  rapidly  progress- 
ing. A corporal  attached  to  the  Command  acting 


with  capt.  Mackey,  T.  C.  was  killed  in  the  Etanaya 
Scrub,  about  a month  since.  The  Indians  escaped. 

Gen.  Macomb  has  arrived  at  Black  Creek.  Hie 
object,  it  is  stated,  is  to  make  a treaty  with  the  In- 
dians. 

St.  Augustine,  April  4.  We  hear  that  the  house 
of  Mr.  Rollins  at  the  head  of  St.  Mary’s  river,  on  the 
edge  of  the  Okefeenoke,  and  within  about  forty- 
five  mile3  of  Trader’s  hill,  was  attacked  by  the 
savages  soon  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  militia 
from  that  district.  The  wife  of  Mr.  Rollins  was 
shot  dead,  and  himself,  made  a fortunate  and  narrow 
escape. 

1'allahassee,  April  6.  On  Wednesday  evening 
last,  the  dwelling  of  capt.  James  Scott,  residing 
about  two  miles  from  Bailey’s  mills  in  Jefferson 
county,  was  attacked  by  a party  of  10  or  15  Indians.. 
At  the  first  fire,  a Mrs.  Perrine,  residing  in  the 
family  was  killed,  a lad,  nephew  of  col.  Bailey,  shot 
in  the  arm,  and  a negro  woman  dangerously  wound- 
ed. Captain  Scott  and  his  overseer,  Mr.  Skipper, 
bravely  defended  the  house,  drove  off  the  Indians, 
killing  two  of  their  number,  and  invited  the  re- 
mainder back  by  their  whoops  to  renew  the  attack. 
They  did  not  however  return.  A few  such  recep- 
tions as  the  intruders  met  with  at  capt,  Scott^, 
would  we  think  render  them  somewhat  cautious  hi 
their  future  attacks.  [ Floridian . 

From  Jamaica..  Kingston  papers  to  March* 
1.4th,  like  those  of  previous  dates,  give  very  un- 
favorable accounts  of  the  working  of  the  apprentice 
ship  system.  The  Cornwall  Chronicle  contains  the 
following  rather  mysterious  paragraph  relative  to  an 
American  vessel: 

- “Information  having  been  conveyed  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  customs  at  Lucea*  that  a brigantine  had 
been  seen  at  anchor  in  Bloody  bay,  (a  small,  inlet 
to  the  windward  of  Negril),  for  several  days,  an 
officer  W’as  despatched  on  Monday  to  take  charge 
of  her,  and  she  was  accordingly  brought  into  Luceai 
on  the  following  day,  (Tuesday),  and  proved  to  he 
the  brigantine  Delight,  from  New  Bedford,  United 
States,  out  on  a whaleing  voyage.” 

Chili  and  Peru.  The  united  army  of  Chili- 
ans and  Peruvians  are  still  in  the  north  of  Peru, 
and  it  is  supposed  would  attack  Santa  Cruz  in. 
Lima.  This  capital  is  well  supplied  with  flour  at 
$12  per  barrel.  So  far  from  Chili  abandoning  the 
enterprise  against  Santa  Cruz,  a reinforcement  was- 
shortly  to  be  sent  to  Peru  of  1,500  men  and  609 
horses. 

Nova  Scotia.  The  two  branches  of  the  Nova 
Scotia  legislature  are  at  variance.  The  council  has 
refused  to  agree  to  an  appropriation  of  £1,000  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  delegates  appointed  by 
the  assembly  to  proceed  to  England  with  a represen- 
tation of  the  grievances  of  the  province. 

The  news  and  the  money  market.  The 
Journal  of  Commerce  of  Monday,  2 P.  M.  says: 

There  has  as  yet  been  no  decisive  action  in  the 
market  since  the  news,  but  of  course  the  cotton 
holders  feel  very  much  refreshed,  and  so  do  holders  of 
stocks. 

The  Express  of  Monday,  2 P.  M.  says: 

The  arrival  of  the  Great  Western  has  created  a 
good  deal  of  sensation  in  Wall  street,  and  indeed  in 
all  the  business  parts  of  the  city.  The  announce- 
ment that  cotton  had  advanced  about  1^  pence  from 
the  1st  to  the  23d  March,  and  that  the  market  was 
in  a very  firm  state,  together  with  the  pacific  cha> 
racter  of  the  English  press,  caused  great  relief. 
The  general  impression  was  that  the  news  was  fa- 
vorable and  calculated  to  have  a good  effect  here. 

The  Express  of  a later  date  says: 

The  business  omens  in  Europe  are  to  us  all  auspi- 
cious. Corn  is  falling.  Cotton  is  rising.  American 
stocks  stand  pretty  firm.  Wall  street  smiles  once 
more.  The  people  who  have  been  scared  to  death, 
wonder  what  has  frightened  them.  It  is  indeed  a 
glorious  reflection  that  two  nations  of  brothers — 
whose  is  a common  tongue,  remember  their  lineage 
and  cling  to  peace  with  an  absolute  horror  of  war. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  of  Tuesday,  2 P.  M. 
in  allusion  to  the  market  on  that  day,  says: 

Every  thing  is  bright,  though  transactions  are  not 
numerous.  Flour  remains  just  as  last  week.  Corn 
is  higher;  sales  a 92  a 93c.  bu.;  rye  106c.  The 


114 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  20,  1839— MISCELLANEOUS. 


holders  of  cotton  are  firm  in  their  demands,  though 
there  is  not,  so  far,  much  buying.  Money  is  more 
plenty.  The  banks  discount  more  freely. 

The  Express  of  Tuesday  says: 

The  cotton  holders  withdrew  their  lots  and  would 
not  sell  at  Saturday’s  prices,  not  until  they  had  time 
to  look  round.  Capitalists  and  moneyed  men  felt 
much  relieved.  Stocks  immediately  went  up  from 
a half  to  3 per  cent,  and  there  were  very  extensive 
sales  made.  The  banks  show  a more  speculating 
spirit,  a greater  buoyancy,  and  more  extensive  ope- 
rations than  we  have  witnessed  for  a long  time.  The 
effect  of  the  news  will  be  most  beneficial,  particu- 
larly to  cotton  holders  and  cotton  operations.  Cotton 
had  begun  to  drag.  Exporters  and  consumers  held 
off  with  an  impression  that  holders  were  under  such 
heavy  acceptances,  that  they  would  be  forced  into 
market,  and  that  a fall  would  be  submitted  to. 
There  was  also  a difficulty  experienced  by  holders 
in  obtaining  advances  or  raising  money  on  cotton. 
That  difficulty  will  now  be  removed;  the  rise  on 
the  other  side  will  give  confidence  to  capitalists,  to 
make  advances,  and  will  induce  exporters  and  con- 
sumers to  come  into  market  and  make  their  pur- 
chases, as  there  will  be  no  hope  of  any  fall  here. 
The  south,  however,  will  reap  the  great  advantage. 
The  great  bulk  of  the  crop  in  this  country,  as  well 
as  that  which  has  gone  forward,  is  for  southern  ac- 
count. The  result,  therefore,  will  enable  the  south 
to  pay  their  debt  to  the  north,  which  wjll  be  accepta- 
ble to  all. 

One  of  the  best  signs  in  the  English  money  mar- 
ket is  the  decline  in  the  price  of  grain,  and  the  pro- 
bable diminution  of  any  extraordinary  demand  upon 
the  continent.  It  had  been  feared  that  very  large 
importations  would  take  place,  and  that  very  great 
amounts  of  bullion  would  be  wanted  in  payment. 
This  apprehension  had  a decided  influence  on  the 
money  market.  The  rise  of  breadstuffs  was  looked 
on  in  this  country,  although  of  partial  benefit,  yet  as 
a great  ease.  Had  the  price  got  up  very  high,  money 
would  have  become  exceedingly  scarce  in  England. 
The  balance  of  trade  would  "have  been  in  favor  of 
the  continent,  and  gold  would  have  been  exported 
to  a great  extent;  to  counteract  this  a general  con- 
traction would  have  followed;  a great  scarcity  of 
money  would  have  taken  place;  American  as  well 
as  British  securities  would  have  fallen;  cotton  must 
have  declined,  and  the  effect  of  this  security  would 
have  been  sensibly  felt  on  this  side  of  the  water. 

The  change  will  be  most  favorable  to  all  interests. 
Cotton  has  risen,  and  is  probably  destined  to  rise 
higher.  The  Americans  being  well  paid  for  the  raw 
material,  can  well  afford  to  purchase  British  manu- 
factures freely. 

The  great  alarm  that  has  been  apprehended  here 
has  been  from  a fear  that  cotton  would  fall,  and  that 
confidence  in  American  securities  might  be  im- 
paired. Theffiews  in  relation  to  these  two  matters 
have  been  most  acceptable — the  one  has  advanced, 
and  the  other,  although  not  so  saleable,  is  well  sus- 
tained. There  is  therefore  no  expectation  that  stock 
will  come  back  to  the  United  States.  Those  capi- 
talists who  had  American  securities  pledged  in  Lon- 
don, will  be  enabled  to  make  arrangements,  so  as 
ttot  to  be  compelled  to  submit  to  a sacrifice. 

£ Private  letters  state,  and  the  newspaper  accounts 
confirm  the  report,  that  Humphreys  & Biddle  have 
disposed  of  their  entire  stock  of  old  cotton.  The 
management  of  this  house  is  spoken  of  in  the  high- 
est praise:  they  have  succeeded  in  holding  this  im- 
mense stock  through  a whole  season  of  depression, 
and  with  a powerful  combination  against  them,  until 
at  last  they  have  closed  the  sales  at  bight  prices,  to 
the  great  advantage  of  the  American  owners,  and 
to  the  no  small  benefit  of  our  common  country.  The 
affairs  of  the  United  States  bank  paiticularly,  as  re- 
gards its  cotton  operations,  are  spoken  of  in  the  lead- 
ing money  articles,  greatly  to  the  praise  and  com- 
mendation of  Mr.  Biddle. 

Philadelphia  stock  and  money  market.  The  Herald 
©f  Wednesday  says: 

The  transactions  at  the  stock  exchange  yesterday 
were  quite  large,  and  in  almost  every  instance  at  a 
l3ne  advance  on  Monday’s  prices.  This  improve- 
ment was  produced  by  the  news  brought  by  the 
dreat  Western,  vf’hich  is  considered  highly  favorable 
to  the  monetary  an.'l  commercial  affairs  of  both  coun- 
itries,  as  well  as  to  tl,’e  continuance  of  that  good  feel- 
ing which  has  hereto*  r°re  existed  between  them. 

Money  was  a shade  easier,  but  we  have  not  yet 
had  time  to  feel  sensibiV  the  effect  which  will  be 
produced  by  the  late  ne  ws.  If  it  should  have  the 
effect  of,  restoiwg  confide 'nee,  money  will  become 
abundant,  and  an  advance  in'  the  price  of  stocks  will 
be  the  natural  cemsequence. 

The  following *i:hibit  of  th*?  prices  of  stocks  be- 
/ore  and  alter  tiie  ar  rival  of  the  Great  Western  indi- 
cates more  pointedly  • than  any  o ther  sign  the  gene- 
ral impression  as  to  t lie  pacific  cl.'Sracter  oi  the  ad- 
vices brought  by  that  vessel; 


Saturday.  Monday. 

United  States, 

Bank  of  Commerce, 

Delaware  and  Hudson, 

Ohio  Life  and  Trust, 

Bank  of  Kentucky, 

Vicksburg  bank. 

Merchants’  Exchange  Co. 

Mohawk  rail  road, 

Paterson  rail  road, 

Harlem  rail  road, 

New  Jersey  rail  road, 

Dividend.  The  bank  of  New  York  has  declared 
a dividend  oi  five  per  cent,  for  the  last  six  months, 
payable  on  the  first  of  May. 

Sales  ai  the  New  York  stock  exchange,  April  16. 

16  shares  U.  S.  bank,  115^ 

A great  deal  of  activity  has  been  manifested  to- 
day in  the  stock  market.  The  sales  have  been  ex- 
tensive, and  at  a considerable  advance  from  previous 
sales. 

Sales  of  stock  at  Philadelphia,  April  16. 

37  shares  U.  S.  bank,  115 
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The  times  in  Mississippi.  The  Brandon  Senti- 
nel ol  the  27th  ult.  says — 

We  understand  the  Union  bank  intends  to  com- 
mence discounting  on  the  first  Thursday  in  April, 
and  that  she  will  issue  at  least  three  millions  of  post 
notes,  and  if  the  exigency  seems  to  require  it,  the 
line  of  her  discounts  will  be  extended  to  two  or 
three  millions  more.  This  course  on  1 lie  part  of  the 
bank,  the  only  thing  which  can  dissipate  the  clouds 
now  hovering  over  our  community,  and  it  will  no 
doubt  have  a very  happy  and  healing  influence.  The 
resources  ol  the  institution  are  perfectly  adequate 
to  justify  her  in  adopting  this  salutary  course,  and 
the  fact  that  the  faith  of  the  state,  as  well  as  nearly 
all  the  valuable  property  in  it,  is  pledged  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  notes,  will  we  hope,  prevent  depre- 
ciation. 

On  the  subject  of  the  embarrassments  existing  in 
Missisippi,  we  find  the  following  paragraph  in  the 
New  Orleans  Bulletin  of  the  6th  instant: 

Mississippi.  Great  distress  is  said  to  prevail  in 
many  counties  of  Mississippi.  Extensive  planta- 
tions are  thrown  out  of  cultivation,  and  lying  waste 
for  the  want  of  hands  to  till  them,  the  slaves  having 
been  seized  under  execution  and  carried  off  by  the 
sheriff  Every  paper  that  comes  from  that  quarter 
is  filled  with  advertisements  of  negroes,  lands,  &c. 
to  be  sold  in  satisfaction  of  judgments.  This  state  of 
things  had  created  quite  an  excitement.  Public 
meetings  were  about  to  be  called,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  distressing  situation  of  the  people.  We 
are  glad  to  learn,  however,  that  a disposition  every 
where  prevails  to  respect  the  law.  On  this  point 
the  Mississippian  remarks,  that  there  is  very  little  of 
the  mob-law  spirit  in  Mississippi,  much  as  has  been 
said  abroad  in  relation  to  that  subject.  Tile  people 
seem  to  be  convinced  that  there  has  arrived  a crisis 
in  our  affairs,  when  property  to  a certain  extent 
must  change  hands — -and  that  the  sooner  the  change 
takes  place  the  better  for  all  parties.  Such  is  the 
correct  view  of  the  subject.  To  attempt  a resist- 
ance would  be  useless.  It  could  result  in  no  benefi- 
cial effect,  and  would  destroy  the  reputation  of  those 
involved  in  it,  as  well  as  the  character  of  the  state. 
When  the  laws  of  the  country  cannot  be  executed, 
the  credit,  public  faith  and  honor  of  that  country  are 
gone,  and  with  them  commercial  prosperity.  How- 
ever unfortunate  the  present  state' of  things  may  be, 
it  becomes  every  good  citizen  not  only  to  submit  to. 
the  laws  without  opposition,  but  to  lend  his  influ- 
ence to  prevent  the  course  of  justice  from  being 
impeded  or  thwarted. 


Reciprocal  internal  inprovements.  We 
are  happy  to  learn  from  the  following  message,  (rans- 
mitted  lo-day  to  both  houses,  by  governor  Seward, 
that  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  invite,  through 
a highly  intelligent  committee,  the  co-operation  of 
our  legislature  in  an  effort  to  connect  the  canals  of 
the  two  states  at  a point  which  will  enable  us  to  ex- 
change New  York  salt  and  plaster  for  Pennsylvania 
coal.  \Albany  Journal. 

Executive  chamber,  Albany , April  9 ih,  1839. 

To  the  legislature:  At  the  recent  session  of  the  le- 
gislature of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  a committee 
was  appointed  by  the  honorable  the  senate  of  that 
commonwealth,  with  instructions  to  consult  with  the 
constituted  authorities  of  this  state,  in  order  to  as- 
certain their  views  in  relation  to  a connection  be- 
tween the  north  branch  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal  and  the  Chenango  canal,  or  the  Chemung  ca- 
nal, or  both  of  these  canals  in  this  slate. 

The  honorable  Charles  B.  Penrose,  speaker  of  the 
senate  of  Pennsylvania,  the  honorable  William  Pur- 
viance  and  the  honorable  E.  Kingsbury,  junior,  con- 
stitute the  committee.  I have  received  from  those 
gentlemen  a communication  announcing  their  arri- 


val in  this  city,  and  explaining  the  object  of  their  at- 
tendance. 

I submit  this  communication  to  the  legislature, 
and  respectfully  recommend  that  such  measures  may 
be  adopted  in  relation  to  the  same  as  are  required  by 
a becoming  comity  toward  the  enlightened  and  en- 
terprising commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to- 
waid  the  honorable  body  immediately  represented 
by  the  committee,  as  well  as  by  the  importance  of 
the  subject  upon  which  they  desire  to  consult  with 
the  constituted  authorities  of  this  state. 

William  II.  Seward. 

Naval.  Old  Ironsides.  The  Norfolk  Beacon 
of  the  11th  inst.  says:  “This  noble  and  favorite 
ship  got  under  way  from  the  anchorage  off  the  naval 
hospital  on  Wednesday  morning  last,  at  about  five 
o’clock,  and  notwithstanding  the  wind  was  easterly, 
and  she  drew  nearly  24  leet  water,  and  the  tide  had 
fallen  about  twelve  inches,  off  Seavvell  point  shoals, 
she  glided  gallantly  along  with  nearly  all  sail  set  tc 
the  breeze,  and  at  2 P.  M.  the  pilot  left  her  10  miles 
at  sea,  the  vfind  from  S.  S.  E. 

Mr.  Hicks,  the  pilot  who  conducted  the  Consti- 
tution to  sea,  says  he  never  saw  a ship  perform 
more  handsomely,  that  the  wind  was  ahead  off  Old 
Point,  and  the  ship  had  to  beat  out  of  the  capes — 
that  the  officers  and  men  were  in  high  spirits  at  the 
ease  and  rapidity  with  which  they  got  to  sea  from 
their  anchorage  off  the  naval  hospital.  Mr.  Hicks 
left  the  ship  ten  miles  out  at  sea  on  Wednesday  at 
one  o’clock.  He  thinks  the  Constitution  is  a fast 
sailer,  and  says  she  works  very  easily. 

It  is  the  first  time,  we  believe,  (hat  so  heavy  a 
ship  as  the  Constitution  passed  directly  from  port 
to  sea  without  a moment’s  delay  in  the  road.” 

We  learn  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle 
that  a board  is  now  setfing  in  Washington,  to  devise 
and  recommend  plans  and  models  lor  sea  steam 
vessels  of  war,  three  of  which  were  authorised  to  be 
built,  or  the  materials  procured,  during  the  last  ses- 
sion of  congress. 

The  board  is  composed  of  naval  and  civil  officers, 
and  citizens,  and  is  therefore  a kind  of  mixed  com- 
mission. It  consists  of,  corn.  Stewart  and  capt. 
M.  C.  Perry,  of  the  navy;  S.  Humphreys,  esq.  chief 
naval  constructor,  and  Messrs.  Hart  and  Lenthall, 
naval  constructors,  Mr.  Haswell,  engineer  ol  the 
U.  S.  steam  ship  Fulton,  and  William  Kemble,  esq. 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  West  Point  foundry. 

The  Philadelphia  Times  says:  “The  keel  of  a 
sloop  of  war,  to  rate  sixteen  guns,  is  now  being 
laid  at  the  navy  yard  in  that  city;  and  that  a steam 
ship  is  about  to  be  erected  in  the  large  ship  bouse 
of  which  the  “Pennsylvania”  was  once  a noble 
tenant.  A naval  tender  is  likewise  to  be  therein 
erected,  though  whether  to  be  rigged  sloop  or  brig- 
wise  is  not  yet  determined.  Commodore  Stewart 
will  act  as  overseer  of  the  whole.  We  congratulate 
our  industrious  mechanics,  at  the  prospect  of  once 
more  hearing  the  hammer  of  the  workman  within 
the  walls  of  this  national  depot  of  our  city.” 

The  East  India  squadron, under  the  command  of 
com.  Read,  arrived  at  Bombay,  from  Muscat  on  the 
1st  of  November.  Whilst  at  Muscat  the  Columbia 
was  visited  by  the  sultan’s  son,  and  the  young 
prince,  the  lord  high  admiral  of  Arabia.  At  the 
same  port,  the  Columbia  lost  two  men  by  sickness, 
and  had  sixty  men  more  on  the  sick  list.  It  was 
also  verv  sickly  ai  Bombay.  From  Bombay  the 
squadron  proceeded  to  Coiumbo,  Island  of  Ceylon, 
where  it  arrived  on  the  23d  of  November,  and  on 
the  30th  an  English  man  of  war  schooner  arrived 
from  Point  de  Ealle  with  a request  from  the  Ameri- 
can consul  to  the  governor,  Mackenzie,  that  an 
armed  English  vessel  might  be  sent  to  the  spot,  not 
knowing  that  the  American  ships  were  there  just 
in  time  to  meet  the  demand.  All  hands  immedi- 
ately volunteered  for  the  expedition,  and  on  the  1st 
of  December  the  squadron  sailed  I'orQualla  Battoo, 
and  by  this  time  the  plunderers  of  the  Eclipse  have 
received  merited  chastisement. 

South  America  Accounts  from  Buenos  Ayres 
of  the  26th  of  January  state,  that  the  blockade  of 
that  port  was  still  rigorously  continued  by  the 
French.  No  bombardment  had  taken  place.  Go- 
vernor Rosas,  in  his  opposition  to  the  demands  of 
France,  was  sustained  by  the  unanimous  approval 
of  the  legislature. 

Fructuoso  Rivera,  president  of  the  oriental  repub- 
lic, had  taken  the  field  in  the  province  of  Entre 
Rios,  against  Don  Manuel  Cribe,  the  late  presi- 
dent, who  was  endeavoring  to  raise  an  insurrec- 
tionary army  there.  The  French  supported  Ri- 
vera. 

A correspondent  ol  the  Journal  of  Commerce, 
writing  from  Montevideo  under  date  31st  Januaiy, 
says: 

You  are  authorised  to  state  that  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Montevideo  had  protested  against 
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the  government  of  the  oriental  republic,  for  per- 
mitting the  sale  of  properly  in  this  port,  belonging 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  seized  illegally 
by  the  French  blockading  squadron,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  republic;  said  property  having 
been  sold  at  public  auction  without  trial  or  condem- 
nation, and  sanctioned  by  said  government.  The 
consul  also  protested  against  the  French  for  having 
seized  the  said  property  in  the  waters  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  a neutral  power,  and  selling  the  same 
without  trial  or  condemnation. 

The  property  in  question  was  captured  by  the 
French  14  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Martin  Garcia 
island,  under  the  dominion  of  this  republic,  and 
within  three  miles  of  the  Banda  oriental  coast. 

Mexico.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  gen. 
Mexia’s  despatch  to  the  commander  at  Tampico, 
announcing  his  victory  over  gen.  Cos: 

“Liberating  army!  1 have  the  pleasure  to  announce 
to  your  excellency,  that  we  have  just  obtained  a 
complete  triumph  over  the  division  termed  the  van- 
guard of  the  government  troops,  under  the  command 
of  Don  Marlin  Cos.  I will  inform  you  of  all  the  de- 
tails of  this  brilliant  action,  as  soon  as  I shall  have 
gathered  them.  For  the  present,  I shall  only  state, 
that  after  three  hours  hot  firing,  we  compelled  our 
enemies  to  capitulate.  You  will  see  by  the  act  of 
capitulation  enclosed,  that  the  vanquished  troops  are 
to  fall  back  upon  Mexico,  by  regular  marches,  with 
the  troops  of  the  rear  guard,  who  were  advancing  on 
me.  I have  taken  200  prisoners.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  centralists  came  oveT  to  our  ranks  at  the 
beginning  of  the  action.  All  their  artillery,  baggage, 
and  350  stands  of  arms  fell  into  our  hands. 

“We  have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  four  officers  and 
twelve  privates.  Six  of  the  officers  and  twelve  pri- 
vates of  the  enemy  have  been  killed. 

“Jose  Antonia  Mexia.” 

In  a letter  addressed  by  general  Mexia  to  the  edi- 
tors of  the  N.  0.  Louisianian,  he  says: 

“The  future  policy  of  the  country  is  uncertain.  It 
is  true  the  people  are  with  us,  but  they  are  without 
arms,  and  many  of  them  are  frightened  by  the  French 
invasion.  Fortunately  there  is  some  probability  that 
the  negotiations  at  Vera  Cruz  are  finished,  and  peace 
may  be  restored  between  Mexico  end  France.  But 
although  the  treaty  with  France  has  left  the  govern- 
ment free  to  make  head  against  ns,  yet  we  are  not 
intimidated,  and,  as  before,  we  shall  do  our  duty, 
The  result  of  the  struggle  is  very  uncertain,  but  my 
heart  assures  me  of  success.  We  shall  see.” 

General  Martin  Perfecto  Cos,  who  commanded  the 
government  army,  fled  in  a shameful  manner  before 
the  engagement,  leaving  the  command  in  the  hands 
of  colonel  Avalos,  who  conducted  himself  with  great 
bravery. 

A letter  from  Tampico  to  a merchant  in  New  Or- 
leans, dated  on  the  23d  of  March,  says: 

General  Mexia  is  here;  has  well  Hogged  the  go- 
vernment troops,  at  Tuspan,  and  is  now  waiting  for 
general  Urrea,  who  will  be  here  to-morrow,  tocon- 
cernt  plans  for  future  proceedings. 

The  French  question  has  been  settled.  Bustamen- 
ta  has  left  Mexico  to  lead  the  army  against  this 
place.  Gen.  Arista  and  the  government  forces  are 
m Tula,  about  sixty  leagues  from  this.  All  may  yet 
go  well  for  the  federal  cause. 

New  Leon.  Byway  of  Tampico  we  have  receiv- 
ed the  important  intelligence  that  the  state  of  New 
Leon  has  declared  in  favor  of  the  federal  system. 
The  plan  adopted  at  Tampico  on  the  16th  Decem- 
ber was  proclaimed,  and  a provisional  government 
established.  The  governor  had  called  upon  the  elec- 
tors to  appoint  municipal  councils.  It  is  prabable 
that  this  declaration  ol  New  Leon  will  enable  gene- 
ral Leinus  to  march  into  the  interior  at  the  head  of 
a strong  force. 

Advices  from  Tampico  to  the  3d  instant  have 
reached  New  Orleans.  It  appears  that  the  federal 
general  Urrea  was  fitting  out  a secret  expedition  of 
700  men,  which  was  to  sail  from  Tampico  on  the  4ih, 
in  five  vessels  chartered  for  the  purpose.  Conjecture 
(says  the  New  Orleans  Bee)  was  busy  with  tire  sup- 
posed object  of  the  expedition.  Some  were  of  opi- 
nion that  its  operations  would  be  directed  against 
Matamoras;  while  others  imagined  that  the  federal- 
ists aimed  at  getting  possession  of  the  fortress  of 
San  Juan  de  Uiloa. 

Mexico  and  France.  New  Orleans  slips  of 
the  10th  and  11th  instant,  announce  the  arrival  in 
that  port  of  the  French  steam  frigate  Meteore,  from 
Vera  Cruz,  which  place  she  left  on  the  2d  instant. 
She  brings  the  interesting  information  of  the  final 
ratification  of  the  treaty  recently  concluded  between 
admiral  Baudin  and  the  Mexican  authorities.  The 
following  “ order  of  the  day”  was  issued  by  admiral 
Baudin,  upon  receiving  the  intelligence  of  the  rati- 
fication ot  the  treaty. 


ORDER  OF  THE  DAY. 

Frigate  Nereide,port  of  Fern  Cruz,  March  29,  1839. 

The  admiral  announces  to  the  crews  of  the  squa- 
dron and  to  the  garrison  of  Uiloa  that  he  has  just 
received  from  the  Mexican  government  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  on  the  9th 
March,  between  France  and  Mexico. 

These  ratifications  are  such  as  the  admiral  requir- 
ed. The  cabinet  of  Mexico  has  renounced  the  pre- 
tensions which  it  had  avowed.  The  doubts  which 
had  been  raised  of  its  sincerity  at  this  moment,  have 
been  dissipated. 

The  admiral,  representing  the  kind  and  generous 
intentions  of  France,  has  imposed  moderate  condi- 
tions upon  Mexico.  The  object  of  the  expedition 
nevertheless,  has  been  fully  attained. 

Mexico  pays  an  indemnity  of  three  millions  of 
francs  to  those  of  our  countrymen  who  had  put  in 
their  claims  before  the  war. 

The  necessary  guarantee  for  the  future  security 
of  persons  and  property  of  Frenchmen  is  obtain- 
ed. 

The  amount  of  indemnity  to  those  who  have  suf- 
fered through  the  law  of  expulsion  will  be  fixed  by 
arbitrators. 

Our  commerce  in  Mexico  hereafter  is  placed  on 
the  same  footing  w:ith  that  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tion. In  consequence  of  the  peace,  the  fortress  of 
Uiloa  will  be  restored  to  Mexico.  This  restitution 
will  take  place  in  the  first  days  of  next  month. 
The  squadron  will  then  return  to  France,  with  the 
exception  of  a small  number  of  vessels  required  for 
the  station. 

Seamen,  artillerymen,  marines!  each  of  you,  in 
quitting  the  coast  of  Mexico,  will  carry  in  his  heart 
the  satisfaction  of  having  co  operated  in  a work 
useful  and  glorious  to  France.  The  country  against 
which  you  have  fought,  and  to  which  you  had  it  in 
your  power  to  do  much  harm,  will  bless  your  mo- 
deration and  your  generosity.  And  your  admiral 
will  always  be  happy  to  bear  witness  to  the  spirit 
of  order  and  subordination,  to  the  courage  and  de- 
votion which  you  have  shown  in  the  whole  course 
of  this  expedition. 

(Signed)  Charles  Baudin. 

The  following  additional  items  are  furnished  by 
the  Louisianian: 

Among  the  passengers  on  board  the  Meteore  is 
the  abbe  Auduze,  who  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
chaplain  to  the  fleet.  We  understand  that  the 
worthy  abbe  is  charged  with  a mission  from  the 
French  government  to  the  republic  of  Texas,  lor 
which  country  he  will  depart  in  a few  days. 

Intelligence  from  the  interior  of  Mexico  states 
that  Santa  Ana  received  $200,000  from  the  mer- 
chants of  Mexico  for  signing  the  treaty.  This  sum, 
joined  with  the  threats  of  admiral  Baudin  to  act 
with  vigor,  and  the  declaration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Vera  Cruz  to  place  themselves  under  the  protec- 
tion of  France  and  of  the  federalists  of  Mexico,  in 
case  the  treaty  should  not  be  ratified,  induced  Santa 
Ana  to  sign. 

As  we  have  already  stated,  the  false  Gorostizo 
intended  a trick,  and  the  government  of  Mexico 
sanctioned  it.  That  minister  formally  declared,  in 
a speech  to  the  senate,  that  if  the  treaty  were 
promptly  ratified,  they  might  afterwards  allege  that 
the  word  pagar  (to  pay)  signified  entrcgar  (to  de- 
liver). 

Admiral  Baudin,  vexed  at  such  an  impudent  ar- 
tifice, immediately  sent  an  express  to  Mexico,  to 
declare  in  plain  and  strong  terms,  that  after  what 
had  passed  since  the  treaty  was  signed,  he  consider- 
ed it  as  null,  unless  the  Mexican  government  made 
a protestation  renouncing  every  sinister  interpreta- 
tion of  the  said  treaty,  anil  declaring  that  the  treaty 
was  made  in  good  faith,  and  without  any  reserva- 
tion, mental,  verbal,  or  grammatical. 

The  answer  of  the  government  was  satisfactory, 
and  the  official  ratification  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on 
on  the  25th  March. 

The  Ontario,  sloop  of  war,  sailed  from  Vera  Cruz 
to  Tampico. 

The  brig  Consort  was  to  sail  for  the  United 
States  after  the  arrival  of  the  conducta,  which  was 
expected  from  the  interior.” 

Extract  of  a letter,  dated, 

Vera  Cruz,  April  2 d,  1839. 

“All  the  difficulties  between  France  and  Mexico 
have  been  terminated  to  mutual  satisfaction.  The 
conduct  of  admiral  Baudin  during  the  whole  course 
of  hostilities  has  been  highly  praiseworthy,  and  in 
the  negotiations,  while  advancing  the  interest  of 
France,  he  treated  the  Mexican  government  with 
the  utmost  deference,  and  spared  it  eien  the  sha- 
dow of  any  humiliation  which  might  wound  her 
amour  propre. 

“Vera  Cruz  has  resumed  its  activity.  The  con- 
fidence of  the  inhabitants  in  admiral  Baudin,  is  such, 
that  the  debates  in  congress  having  made  them  fear 
for  a while  that,  the  treaty  concluded  by  the  pleni- 
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potentaries  at  Vera  Cruz,  would  not  be  entirely  ra- 
tified, they  were  all  determined  to  hoist  the  French 
flag,  and  place  themselves  under  the  protection  of 
the  admiral.  The  ratification  arrived,  however,  at 
last,  on  the  25th.  It  was  full  and  satisfactory. 

“An  imposing  ceremony  took  place  on  the  27th, 
for  the  funeral  services  of  the  French  who  had  died 
during  the  expedition.” 

All  the  French  in  the  harbor,  all  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities, among  others  general  Gaudalupe  Victoria, 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  treaty,  admiral  Baudin, 
and  abbe  Auduze  were  present  at  the  ceremony, 
abbe  Auduze  delivered  a funeral  discourse  over 
the  deceased,  full  of  eloquence  and  beauty. 

Every  five  minutes,  until  three  o’clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, when  the  ceremony  was  finished,  guns 
were  fired  on  board  the  admiral’s  ship,  the  Nereide, 
‘he  English  frigate  Madagascar,  and  the  American 
sloops  of  war,  the  Ontario  and  Vandalia,  the  Con- 
sort being  under  repairs. 


SIXTEEN  DAYS  LATER  FROM  EUROPE. 

The  steamship  Great  Western  reached  New  York 
at  an  early  hour  on  Monday  morning,  after,  it  will 
be  seen  by  her  log,  a very  boisterons  passage.  She 
left  Bristol  on  her  regular  day,  the  23d  March.  She 
brings  London  and  Liverpool  accounts  to22d  March 
inclusive,  and  Bristol  to  the  23d  inclusive. 

Boundary  question.  The  England,  which  left  New 
York  on  the  2d  of  March,  arrived  at  Liverpool  on 
19th.  She  carried  out  the  president’s  message  rela- 
tive to  the  northeastern  boundary,  and  the  “memo- 
randum,” or  temporary  arrangement,  concluded  at 
Washington  between  the  British  minister  and  Mr. 
Forsyth,  secretary  of  state.  In  short,  at  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Great  Western,  the  British  government 
and  people  were  in  possession  of  the  worst  features 
of  the  case;  yet  they  seemed  to  have  received  it  with 
tolerable  equanimity,  and  to  have  anticipated  no 
other  than  a pacific  termination  of  the  dispute.  The 
spirit  ot  the  government  is  seen  in  the  annexed  pa- 
ragraph from  the  London  Morning  Chronicle,  and 
as  for  the  people,  we  learn  through  a British  subject 
who  came  passenger  in  the  Great  Western,  that  they 
manifested  very  little  effervescence  on  the  occasion. 
Even  the  Times  is  adverse  to  war,  and  proposes  a 
compromise  on  terms  which,  if  we  understand  them, 
Maine  wrnuld  probably  be  ready  to  accede  to. 

The  London  Morning  Chronicle  (government  pa- 
per) of  March  21st  Says:  “The  intelligence  from  the 
United  Stales,  is  upon  the  whole,  of  a satisfactory 
character.  *Nol withstanding  the  disposition  of  the 
citizens  of  Maine,  and  the  apprehensions  which  a 
portion  of  the  American  press  entertains  that  some 
hasty  and  inconsiderate  proceedings  of  that  state 
may  precipitate  events,  we  are  strongly  disposed  to 
confide  in  the  central  government,  without  whose 
approbation  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  a general 
collision  should  take  place.  Where  the  disposition 
is  so  manifestly  good,  we  are  justified  in  anticipating 
a peaceful  issue.” 

The  temporary  adjustment  of  the  boundary  dis- 
pute appears  to  have  given  general  satisfaction  to 
the  London  press,  and  even  the  most  ultra  of  the 
anti-American  journals  have  manifested  a degree  of 
moderation  on  the  subject  which  was  hardly  ex- 
pected. 

The  Herald,  it  is  true,  recommends  the  immediate 
sending  of  20,000  men  and  10  sails  of  the  line  to  the 
North  American  coast;  and  the  Standard  affirms 
that  no  diplomacy  but  that  of  cannon  and  bayonets 
can  be  relied  on;  but  the  Times — the  thunderer  of 
the  British  press — discourses  on  the  matter  in  the 
following  moderate  and  reasonable  manner: 

We  have  heard  from  high  and  grave  authorities  in 
the  United  States,  men  whom  we  believe  to  have 
been  really  conscientious  in  their  allegation,  that 
there  could  be  not  a shadow  of  doubt  as  to  the  right 
of  Maine  to  the  whole  of  the  disputed  territory; 
these  persons  at  the  same  time  intimating  a strong 
conviction  that  the  bone  contended  for  was  not 
worth  to  either  country  a dozen  human  lives. 

It  now  appears  that,  however  the  joint  momoran- 
duni'of  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Fox  may  be  calculated 
to  avert,  (and  God  grant  it  may  succeed  in  doing  so), 
any  immediate  appeal  to  violence  and  bloodshed, 
the  tone  of  the  senators  who  have  spoken  upon  the 
subject  corresponds  minutely  with  that  of  the  senate 
which  put  aside  the  arbitration  of  1830-’31,  and  in- 
sisted that  England  had  no  right  to  the  least  portion 
of  the  soil  contended  for.  Although,  therefore, 
measures  humane  and  considerate  have  been  pursued 
on  this  occasion  for  postponing  the  armed  conflict, 
and  saving  the  irregular  and  precipitate  effusion  of 
blood,  nothing  has  taken  place  to  encourage  the 
least  hope  that  by  any  expedient  but  surrender  of 
the  whole  subject  in  dispute,  will  this  country  be 
able  to  calculate  on  a more  than  transient  gleam  of 
repose  for  her  provinces  in  North  America. 

In  this  journal  we  have  repeatedly  thrown  out  a 
suggestion,  which  with  a due  sense  ef  our  own  verjr 
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humble  pretensions  to  he  heard  where  great  national  I 
interests  are  concerned,  our  unaffected  and  cordial 
love  of  “peace,  in  the  spirit  of  peace,”  now  inclines 
us  to  reproduce,  viz:  that  as  most  national  misun- 
derstandings are  best  healed  by  each  party  sacri- 
ficing something  of  its  extreme  rights,  for  the  sake 
of  showing  good  will  and  good  neighborhood,  Eng- 
land should  frankly  offer  to  the  state  of  Maine  that 
large  section  of  country  which  has  always  been  an 
unquestioned  and  recognised  part  of  New  Brunswick 
—viz:  that  portion  of  it  which  lies  west  of  the  town 
of  St.  John’s,  along  the  shore  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 
until  it  meets  the  present  Maine  frontier  of  Passa- 
maquoddy  bay,  including  the  whole  of  ‘(Charlotte 
county,”  extending  north  to  what  is  called  in  the 
maps  the  “military  post”  bn  St.  John’s  river,  and 
thence  along  the  southern  extremities  of  the  high- 
lands of  which  “Mars  Hill”  forms  a part,  until  it 
strikes  the  meridian,  close  to  that  old  landmark. 

This  scheme  of  compromise  we  recommended  in 
the  Times  journal  six  or  eight  months  ago.  It  would 
be  better  for  both  parties — 1st,  for  England,  because 
it  would  leave  in  her  possession  the  whole  of  the 
disputed  territory,  and  her  interprovincial  communi- 
cation between  Frederickton  and  Quebec  unbroken; 
2d,  and  eminently  better  for  the  state  of  Maine,  inas- 
much as  she  would  gain  for  it  a fine  country,  to 
which  she  has  never  dreamed  of  putting  forth  a pre- 
tension; a definite  and  profitable  water  frontier  on 
the  west,  formed  by  the  St.  John’s  river  and  the 
Bay  of  Fundy,  a greater  compactness  and  roundness 
of  territory  than  at  present,  and  considerably  more 
in  point  of  surface  than  England  could  in  the  way  of 
mutual  cession  be  on  any  fair  principle  called  upon 
to  relinquish,  being  even  in  superficial  miles  con- 
siderably beyond  one-half  of  the  space  disputed. 
We  cannot  for  our  parts  comprehend  on  what  pre- 
text the  state  of  Maine  should  object  to  a settlement 
so  true  and  beneficial.  Nor,  in  the  case  of  any  man 
but  lord  Palmerston,  does  it  appear  to  us  that  any 
English  minister  could  throw  difficulties  in  the  path 
of  such  a proposal. 

Remember,  this  is  not  yielding  on  our  side  to  com- 
pulsion. We  declared  this  opinion  more  than  eight 
months  ago.  We  did  so  from  an  honest  anxiety  for 
national  peace  and  human  welfare.  There  is  through 
this  temporary  convention  of  Messrs.  Forsyth  and 
Fox  a gleam  of  light,  and  the  only  one  we  see,  and 
if  well  employed,  it  may  conduct  us  through  the 
labyrinth.  But  with  such  inducements  to  activity, 
and  such  materials  of  compromise,  and  such  repeat- 
ed warnings  to  prepare  for  the  worst,  what  must 
this  man,  lord  Palmerston,  be  made  of  who  would 
neither  negociate  through  the  ordinary  methods  of 
diplomacy,  nor  recollect  that  an  armed  negociation 
is  among  the  most  approved  and  infallible  means  of 
prevailing  upon  an  inattentive  adversary  to  give  an 
ear  to  reason ? 

The  letters  from  London  all  agree  in  saying  that 
the  English  ministry  are  entirely  averse  to  war,  and 
that  no  serious  apprehension  is  felt  of  such  an  event 
in  the  money  circles,  though  the  possibility  of  such 
an  event  had  created  a good  deal  of  caution. 

The  Bankers’  Circular.  We  have  the  London 
Bankers’  Circular  of  March  22d,  the  latest,  and  pro- 
bably only  copy  in  this  country,  as-it  was  sent  off  at 
7 o’clock  on  the  evening  of  that  day.  Its  leading 
article  is  a temperate,  and  (for  that  side  of  the  wa- 
ter), very  intelligent  review  of  the  border  difficul- 
ties between  Maine  and  New  Brunswick.  Not  the 
least  idea  of  war  is  entertained.  We  cannot  give 
the  entire  article,  and  prefer  not  to  mutilate  it.  The 
following  article  forms  a sort  of  postcript  to  the 
leader,  and  as  it  relates  to  the  cotton  and  stock  mar- 
kets, and  to  the  effect  of  the  news  from  Maine  on 
the  latter,  we  loose  not  a moment  in  extracting  it: 

The  grave  character  of  the  question  of  peace  or 
war  between  England  and  the  United  States,  which 
is  much  discussed  in  the  political  circles  of  London, 
must  for  the  present  week  supersede  other  subjects 
which  we  wish  to  notice,  because  it  is  one  of  inde- 
scribable importance  to  the  manufacturers,  capital- 
ists and  bankers  of  this  country.  And  as  our  re- 
flection had  led  us  to  a more  favorable  conclusion 
concerning  it  than  most  public  men  and  periodical 
writers  worthy  of  attention  had  arrived  at,  we  felt 
it  necessary  to  state  at  some  length  the  grounds  on 
which  we  had  formed  it.  The  amount  of  British 
capital  invested  in  American  stocks  is  so  large,  and 
the  confidence  of  its  holders  received  so  severe  a 
shock  by  the  intelligence  that  the  respective  border 
authorities  had  threatened,  and  one  of  them  had  ac- 
tually commenced  hostile  operations,  that  the  minds 
of  all  men  were  directed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
issue  of  this  state  of  things.  We  have  the  strongest 
confidence  in  its  being  a favorable  one,  and  think 
that  the  awkward  incidents  which  have  taken  place 
may  well  be  converted  into  a means  of  bringing 
about  a speedy  settlement  of  the  dispute,  which 
both  parties,  we  believe,  sincerely  and  earnestly 
desire. 


In  the  meantime,  the  great  amount  of  business 
which  has  recently  been  transacted  in  American 
stocks,  will  be  in  a great  measure  stopped  or  sus- 
pended, until  the  determination  of  congress  with  re- 
lation to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
affairs  be  known,  and  the  conduct  of  the  government 
of  Maine  be  ascertained.  Ask  any  broker  in  the 
stock  exchange  about  those  securities,  and  he  will 
answer,  “ they  are  all  sellers  and  no  buyers, 
therefore  there  are  no  transactions  in  them.” 
Even  the  stock  of  the  United  States  bank,  w hich,  if 
we  may  use  the  expression,  is  a description  of  se- 
curity naturalized  in  this  country  like  the  stock  of 
our  own  banks,  so  many  undisturbed  family  invest- 
ments have  been  made  in  it,  has  been  effected,  and 
sales  have  beetj  made  in  it  at  prices  a fraction  or  two 
lower.  Now  the  reports  of  that  bank  being  exten- 
sively engaged  in  cotton  speculations  never  lowered 
the  value  of  their  stock.  Those  reports  were 
groundless  as  far  as  any  immediate  interest  beyond 
liberal  banking  profits  secured  to  the  bank  was  con- 
cerned. If  they  had  been  well  founded  to  the 
alleged  extent,  the  bank  would  have  gained  a sum 
exceeding,  we  believe,  £500,000  by  those  cotton 
operations.  Messrs.  Humphreys  and  Biddle,  of 
Liverpool,  have  not  a single  bale  of  their  immense 
slock  left  unsold,  and  all  that  they  will  in  future 
have  for  sale  will  be  from  fresh  arrivals.  So  that 
the  accounts,  as  far  as  the  old  stock  is  concerned, 
may  be  wound  up,  and  this  will  indirectly  augment 
the  resources  and  efficiency  of  the  United  States 
bank,  and  enable  it  the  better  to  assist  the  banks  of 
the  south,  whose  comparative  weakness  now  com- 
pels them  to  press  severely  on  their  customers,  in 
order  to  be  enabled  to  maintain  their  own  resumed 
payments  in  cash. 

On  this  matter  last  alluded  to  we  must  shortly 
make  some  observations,  when  we  shall  take  the 
opportunity  of  submitting  a plan  which  provides  for 
a more  safe,  easy  and  regular  method  of  effecting 
remittances  from  the  United  States  to  England;  be- 
cause it  appears  to  us  to  merit  consideration  with 
the  view  of  aiding  the  manufacturing  interest  of  this 
country.  It  is  one  patronised  by  men  who  stand 
deservedly  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  commercial 
world. 

We  said  five  weeks  since  that,  on  the  corn  law 
question,  “the  number  of  votes  altogether  in  favor 
of  a change  is  estimated  at  a point  below  200.”  The 
event  (195  votes)  has  merely  confirmed  this;  the 
termination  of  the  debate  and  the  strength  of  the 
voting  upon  it  have,  however,  tended  to  give  firm- 
ness to  the  corn  market,  but  that  which  has  pro- 
duced more  effect  is  the  knowledge  that  500,000 
quarters  of  wheat  bought  for  England  abroad  have 
been  countermanded.  This  countermand  cannot 
affect  the  more  remote  markets,  and,  as  to  those 
nearer  home,  we  believe  that  in  the  northern  ports, 
including  Hamburg,  nearly  double  that  quantity  has 
been  purchased  for  British  account. 

Until  to-day  money  has  been,  throughout  the  past 
week,  very  “easy;”  so  much  so  that  the  amount 
borrowed  of  the  bank  of  England  by  some  of  the 
brokers  (which  altogether,  we  understand,  did  not 
exceed  £500,000)  was  paid  back  by  them.  It  is 
now  tight  in  the  same  quarters,  but  the  rates  for 
lodgments  and  discounts  remain  unaltered. 

Exchange  on  Paris — 3 days,  25.17§  a 25.20. 

3 months, -25.42J  a. 25,47s. 

New  York — 60  days,  47^  money. 

Philadelphia — do  47^  do. 

Price  for  gold  in  bars  is  £3  18s.  per  oz.  Silver 
in  bars,  5s.  §d.  per  oz. 

Intelligent  gentlemen  arrived  in  the  Great  Wes- 
tern state  that  among  the  people  of  England,  the  go- 
vernment arid  all  classes,  the  idea  of  going  to  war 
with  this  country  is  deemed  perfectly  preposterous; 
that  rather  than  it  should  take  place  they  would  see 
the  whole  territory  sunk  in  the  ocean;  that  they 
look  upon  it  as  a border  dispute,  in  which  the  feel- 
ings of  the  two  countries  are  not  involved;  and  that, 
as  it  is  a mere  question  of  land,  and  not  of  honor,  it 
may  be  easily  adjusted,  and  cannot  in  any  way  lead 
to  hostilities  between  two  great  and  kindred  nations, 
whose  hearts  and  interests  are  indissolubly  united. 

The  proposal  of  Mr,  Webster  to  take  possession 
of  the  disputed  territory  on  the  4th  of  July  does  not 
appear  to  have  produced  much  excitement.  It  is 
remarkable  that  the  whole  affair  had  produced  no 
variation  in  the  funds. 

The  subject  of  the  president’s  message,  and  the 
proceedings  of  congress  had  not,  however,  been 
brought  before  parliament  before  the  departure  of 
the  Great  Western. 

A correspondent  of  the  Bristol  Mirror,  whose  let- 
ter is  dated  London,  March  21,  says:  “In  London 
the  news  from  the  United  States  has  not  produced 
the  variation  of  a solitary  fraction  in  the  funds. 
People  here  seem  to  treat  the  idea  of  a war  with 
America  as  an  absudity.” 


The  London  Courier  of  (he  20th  March  says: 

The  boundary  question  between  Maine  and  New 
Brunswick  had  produced  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
excitement  throughout  the  United  States;  but  for 
the  present,  we  trust,  a rupture  between  the  two 
countries  has  been  prevented  by  the  memorandum 
signed  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  secretary  of  slate  of  the 
United  States,  and  Mr.  Fox,  the  British  minister. 
By  that  memorandum,  which  will  be  found  in  ano- 
ther column,  it  is  agreed  that  the  troops  sent  into 
the  disputed  territory  by  the  governors  of  Maine 
and  New  Brunswick  are  to  be  respeclively  with- 
drawn, and  that  “if  future  necessity  should  arise 
for  dispersing  notorious  trespassers,  or  protecting 
public  property  from  depradation  by  armed  force, 
the  operation  shall  be  conducted  by  concert,  jointly 
or  separately,  according  to  agreements  between  the 
governments  of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick.” 

Such  an  arrangement  may  answer  the  purpose  of 
a temporary  “make  shift,”  but,  if  allowed  to  remain, 
will  lay  the  seeds  of  future  disputes. 

The  same  paper,  in  copying  the  remarks  of  Ame- 
can  papers,  in  relation  to  the  good  effects  of  the  pro- 
tocol, says: 

“We  sincerely  hope  this  anticipation  may  prove 
correct,  for  a war  between  England  and  the  United 
States  would  be  equivalent  to  a surrender  of  Mexico 
and  other  parts  of  Spanish  America  into  the  hands 
of  France.  At  the  same  time,  if  the  United  States 
persist,  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  in  rejecting 
eveiy  arrangement,  short  of  a full  and  unconditional 
concession  of  all  their  claims,  we  do  not  see  how  an 
appeal  to  arms  can  eventually  be  avoided,  a contin- 
gency that  would  not  only  prove  a curse  to  the  two 
principals  in  a quarrel,  but  would  be  likely  to  inflict 
incalculable  evil  upon  the  whole  civilized  world.” 
The  Great  Western  made  her  passage  out  to  Bris- 
tol in  14|  days.  The  Liverpool  steamer  had  not  ar- 
rived in  England  before  the  departure  of  the  Great 
Western. 

Among  the  passengers  in  the  Great  Western  is 
prof.  S.  F.  B.  Morse,  of  New  York,  bearer  of  de- 
spatches from  our  legation  in  France  to  the  depart- 
ments of  state  and  war  at  Washington. 

The  advance  in  cotton,  from  the  latter  part  of  Fe- 
bruary when  the  advance  began,  to  our  present 
latest  dates,  was  rather  more  than  Id.  per  lb. 

The  bank  of  England  on  the  14th  of  March  de- 
clared a semi-annual  dividend  of  3 1-2  per  cent,  for 
the  last  half  year. 

The  princess'  Charlotte  Bonaparte,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Bonaparte,  died  at  Sarzanne,  Italy,  about  the 
beginning  of  March. 

The  semi-monthly  steam  packets  from  England  to 
Halifax,  are  to  start  from  Liverpool. 

A minister  from  the  Biazils  had  arrived  in  Eng- 
land, charged  with  a settlement  of  French  claims 
on  Buenos  Ayres,  by  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain. 

Sir  Thomas  Harvey  will  proceed  immediately  to 
take  the  command  in  the  West  Indies,  in  the  West- 
chester, and  captain  John  Parker  is  appointed  the 
fias  captain.  This  movement  is  in  consequence  of 
the  death  of  vice  admiral  sir  C.  Paget. 

The  Wesleyan  centenary  fund,  at  the  latest  date 
had  increased  to  £183,000,  ($'312,520). 

The  English  papers  are  full  of  accounts  of  turbu- 
lence in  Ireland,  which  has  attracted,  at  last,  atten- 
tion in  the  house  of  lords.  Lord  Normanby  states 
the  riots  to  amount  to  no  more  than  the  riots  of  the 
last  40  years. 

A report  was  in  circulation  the  evening  of  the  22d 
in  London,  that  a message  was  to  be  brought  down 
to  parliament  for  a supply  of  20,000  additional 
troops  to  the  army. 

The  Chartists,  so  called  in  England,  or  the  radi- 
cals, are  reported  to  be  arming  in  all  directions;  large 
masses  of  the  population  are  in  a very1  uneasy  state. 
Horse  artillery,  and  mounted  biigades  of  foot  artil- 
lery' have  been  suddenly  ordered  to  Manchester  from 
Warwick. 

Parliamentary  proceedings.  The  great  question  of 
the  corn  laws  excluded  almost  every  other  topic,  in 
both  houses,  throughout  the  week  ending  on  the 
10th  of  March.  In  the  house  of  commons  it  was 
brought  up  by  Mr.  Villiers,  who  moved  that  the 
house  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  to  consider 
these  laws — supporting  his  motion  by  an  elaborate 
and  skilful  speech. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  lord  John  Russell  rei- 
terated his  preference  of  a moderate  fixed  duty. 

The  debate  was  brought  to  a close  on  the  18th, 
the  motion  being  negatived  by  a vote  of  342  to  195. 

In  the  house  of  lords  the  discussion  arose  upon  a 
resolution  moved  by  earl  Fitzwilliam,  that  the  corn 
laws  had  failed  to  secure  that  steadiness  of  price 
which  was  essential  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. The  resolution  was  supported  by  lord  Broug- 
ham and  the  earl  of  Radnor,  and  opposed  by  the 
dukes  of  Buckingham,  Richmond  and  Wellington, 
the  marquis  of  Lansdowne,  the  earl  of  Ikf  °i;  jWjl 
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lord  Melbourne.  It  was  negatived  by  a vote  of  224 
to  24. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  the  duke  of  Richmond 
solemnly  declared  that  if  the  corn  laws  were  repeal- 
ed he  would  sell  his  property,  and  depart  with  his 
capital  and  retainers  to  some  happier  land.  And 
lord  Melbourne  affirmed,  with  great  vehemence, 
that  the  proposition  to  abolish  restrictions  on  com- 
merce was  the  maddest  and  wildest  that  ever  was 
conceived. 

Lord  Brougham  gave  notice,  immediately  after 
the  vote  was  taken,  that  on  the  15th  he  should  move 
that  the  house  go  into  committee,  to  consider  what 
is  expedient  to  be  done  with  respect  to  the  corn  laws. 

Boundary  question.  In  the  house  of  commons, 
March  15,  sir  S.  Canning  inquired  of  the  noble  lord 
the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  whether  he  had  re- 
ceived any  information  from  Washington  with  re- 
ference to  the  recent  collision  which  was  reported 
to  have  taken  place  upon  the  boundary  between 
the  state  of  Maine  and  our  province  ol  New  Bruns- 
wick. He  need  not  remark  how  important  this  sub- 
ject was.  He  was  desirous  to  know  whether  the 
noble  lord  had  been  informed  of  the  course  which 
the  American  government  proposed  to  take  in  con- 
sequence of  this  transaction.  He  also  wished  to  be 
informed  whether  there  was  any  reasonable  proba- 
bility of  the  negociations  which  had  now  heen  car- 
rying on  for  eight  years,  for  the  settlement  of  this 
question  of  disputed  territory,  being  brought  to  a 
satisfactory  termination. 

Lord  Palmerston  stated,  in  reply,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived but  very  imperfect  information  upon  this  sub- 
ject from  our  minister  at  Washington.  The  circum- 
stances to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  referred 
were  only  known  generally  in  that  city,  their  details 
not  having  arrived.  It  was  not  yet,  therefore,  in  his 
power  to  state  what  course  the  American  govern- 
ment intended  to  pursue.  He  would  be,  however, 
fully  justified  in  stating  that  the  most  friendly  dispo- 
sition towards  this  country  prevailed  in  that  quarier. 
(Hear). 

Sir  S.  Canning — What  is  the  date  of  the  commu- 
nication to  which  the  noble  lord  referred? 

Lord  Palmerston  replied  that  he  did  riot  remember 
the  exact  date,  but  that  the  communication  had 
reached  him  by  a rapid  conveyance  (the  Great  Wes- 
tern). He  could  not  say  whether  the  result  of  the 
negotiations  referred  to  -by  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  be  satisfactory  or  not;  but  this  he  could  say, 
that  both  governments  were  animated  by  a most  se- 
rious desire  to  obtain  such  a result.  (Hear). 

In  the  house  ot  lords,  on  the  16th  March,  the  earl 
of  Roden  moved  for  a select  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  Ireland  since  1835,  with  respect  to 
the  commission  of  crime,  supporting  his  motion  in 
a speech  of  six  columns,  giving  a most  frightful  pic- 
ture of  the  enormities  and  outrages  commitfed  in 
that  unhappy  kingdom,  which  he  ascribed  entirely 
to  misgovernment. 

Lord  Normandy  vindicated  his  administration  in  a 
speech  of  six  columns. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  supported  the  motion  at 
great  length.  Lord  Melbourne  opposed  it,  declar- 
ing in  the  course  of  his  remarks  that  the  duke  of 
Wellington’s  speech  was  one  of  the  boldest  he  had 
ever  heal'd,  and  that  the  motion  was  one  of  pure  un- 
doubted censure  upon  the  government. 

It  was  carried,  63  to  58 — majority  against  minis- 
ters five. 

The  boundary  question.  London,  March  20.  By 
the  packet  ship  England,  captain  Waite,  from  New 
York,  which  city  she  left  on  the  1st  instant,  and  ar- 
rived in  Liverpool  last  evening,  we  have  received  im- 
portant intelligence  from  America  respecting  the  dis- 
pute, amounting  to  actual  hostility,  which  has  so 
suddenly  and  in  so  untoward  a manner  sprung  up 
between  the  state  of  Maine  and  the  British  governor 
of  New  Brunswick  regarding  the  territory  which  is 
watered  by  the  Aroostook,  and  which,  according  to 
agreement  between  the  governments  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  United  States  should  remain  exclusive- 
ly under  British  jurisdiction  until  the  final  settle- 
ment of  the  boundary  question.  This  agreement  has 
been  set  at  nought  by  the  governor  and  assembly  of 
the  state  of  Maine,  and  military  occupation  of  (he 
territory  in  dispute  has  been  taken  by  a large  body 
of  the  militia  of  that  state.  Sir  John  Harvey,  the 
British  governor,  demanded  the  withdrawal  of  those 
troops,  and  a correspondence  of  equal  determination 
of  intent  to  assert  by  force  of  arms  their  respective 
claims  passed  between  the  governors. 

The  president,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  with  the  prompti- 
tude which  a subject  of  such  importance  demanded, 
addressed  a message  to  congress,  the  tone  of  which 
is  pacific,  at  the  same  lime  that  he  maintains  that 
the  territory  in  dispute  belongs  to  the  United  States. 
He  expresses  his  desire  that  the  hostile  force  which 
the  government  of  Maine  sent  to  take  posses- 
sion of  this  territory,  should  be  withdrawn,  but  he 
insists  not  upon  this,  as  he  i3  bound  to  do  if  his  in- 


tentions are  pacific.  The  correspondence  arising  out 
of  the  message  between  the  British  minister  Mr. 
Fox,  and  the  American  minister  Mr.  Forsyth,  as 
well  as  the  correspondence  between  the  governor 
of  Maine  and  sir  John  Harvey,  will  be  found  an- 
nexed to  the  message,  in  another  part  of  our  paper. 

The  whole  is  of  surpassing  interest,  the  question 
being  one  of  the  continuance  of  a prosperous  peace, 
or  of,  it  may  be,  an  immediate  recurrence  to  a warol 
disasterous  consequences  to  one  party,  if  not  to  both. 
The  territories  ot  Great  Britain  in  North  America 
must  be  preserved  at  all  hazards;  and  aggressions 
upon  them  of  any  kind  must  be  resisted  by  all  means. 

[ Shipping  Gazette. 

From  the  London  Times,  (Tory  paper),  March  20th. 

Lord  Palmerston  has  been  interrogated  more  than 
once,  or  twice,  or  a dozen  times,  within  the  course  of 
as  many  years,  touching  the  state  of  the  New  Bruns- 
wick boundary  quarrel,  and  as  often,  with  that  smirk 
which  is  peculiar  to  his  lordship,  and  which  conveys 
a sneer  much  more  plainly  than  a reply,  has  left  the 
questioner  to  his  own  imaginings,  from  utter  despair 
of  getting  any  thing  out  of  his  lordship  more  satisfac- 
tory than  “I  don’t  choose  to  tell  you — ask  some 
other  time.” 

1 That  other  time  has  often  come,  and  has  now  gone, 
we  are  apprehensive,  not  to  come  again. 

When  lord  Palmerston  stupidly,  or  flippantly  and 
carelessly,  acquiesced  in  the  rejection  by  the  United 
States’  government  of  the  judgment  pronounced  by 
the  king  of  Holland,  to  whose  arbitrament  the  whole 
question  had  been  absolutely  and  finally  referred  on 
the  part  as  well  of  the  republic  as  of  Great  Britain, 
the  result  might  easily  have  been  foreseen.  The  duty 
of  lord  Palmerston  was  to  have  urged  the  finality  of 
that  adjudication,  which  the  litigating  powers  had 
reserved  to  themselves  no  right  or  power  to  repudi- 
ate, and  which,  although  it  actually  stripped  Great 
Britain  of  more  than  one-half  of  the  disputed  land, 
was  at  least  an  intelligible  settlement,  assigning  for 
a large  portion  of  the  boundary  line  the  course  of  the 
St.  John’s  river,  and  leaving  in  the  hands  of  Great 
Britain  that  which  has  been  throughout  the  object 
of  highest  consideration  with  her  government — 
namely,  the  most  practicable  and  convenient  route 
between  Fredarickton  and  the  St.  Lawrence. 

The  haste,  however,  with  which  the  senate  of  the 
U.  Stales,  and,  in  imitation  of  their  eagerness,  the 
government  at  Washington,  declared  the  decision  ol 
the  king  of  Holland,  to  be  “inadmissible,”  must 
have  opened  the  eyes  of  any  Englishman  who  was 
not  determined  to  keep  them  shut  to  the  real,  though 
unacknowledged  views  of  the  republicans,  and  have 
satisfied  lord  Palmerston  that  he  must  proceed  with 
all  despatch  to  formal  and  irrevocable  arrangement 
of  the  question,  by  amicable,  but  active  and  diligent, 
negotiation;  cr  provide  for  the  other  and  more  dis- 
tressing, but,  in  such  circumstances,  unavoidable  al- 
ternative, of  maintaining  the  just  pretensions  of  his 
country  by  her  armed  power. 

Lord  Palmerston  appears  to  have  demeaned  him- 
self as  if  no  such  contingencies  lay  before  him.  He 
gave  in  to  the  rejection  of  the  arrangement  made  by 
the  king  of  Holland,  without  betraying  the  slightest 
consciousness  that  any  other  adjustment  of  a differ- 
ence, in  itself  so  serious,  would  be  required  by  the 
United  States  from  this  country,  or  by  England  at 
the  hands  of  her  foreign  minister.  He  did  not  mere- 
ly fall  asleep  at  his  post,  but  never  dreamed  of  splic- 
ing by  a renewed  negotiation  the  settlement  which 
his  own  folly  had  suffered  the  United  States  to  break 
off'.  So  far  as  our  recollection  carries  us,  his  cool 
and  easy  treatment  of  the  question  was  equivalent 
to  this — “The  U.  States  have  flung  back  the  king  of 
Holland’s  proposition;  it  is  now  for  them  to  make 
theirs.”  Why,  theirs,  was  from  the  beginning  pre- 
cisely this — “We  want  the  whole  of  the  disputed 
territory,  and  we  will  have  it  too.” 

But,  as  lord  Palmerston  made  no  movement  to- 
wards a peaceful  issue  of  this  misunderstanding,  so 
was  he  equally  careful  that  for  an  opposite  issue  Eng- 
lang  should  be  totally  unprepared. 

The  Americans  took  care  that  the  success  of  their 
own  policy  should  depend  on  their  own  will,  not  on 
the  mercy  of  their  rivals.  Our  correspondent  in  this 
day’s  Times,  “A  North  American  Colonist,”  explains 
the  shrewdness  and  composure  with  which  Jonathan 
goes  about  his  work. 

The  rebellion  in  Canada,  and  the  war  of  “sympa- 
thy,” have  been  Godsends  to  governor  Fairfield  and 
his  “lumberers,”  who  will  thus  have  powerful  di- 
versions in  their  favor.  Large  lots  of  the  soil  of  Up- 
per Canada  were  long  since  said  to  have  been  sold 
by  that  exemplary  patriot  Mackenzie,  as  payment 
in  advance  forthe  personal  exploits  ofall  sympathiz- 
ing riflemen  who,  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  should 
cross  the  frontier  and  liberate  the  queen  ot  England’s 
Canadian  subjects  from  the  yoke  of  cultivating  their 
own  lands  and  reaping  their  own  harvests. 

Lord  Palmerston  told  sir  Stratford  Canning,  the 
other  night,  that  he  could  not  say  whether  or  not  the 


negotiation  respecting  the  boundary  would  have  a 
successful  issue!  Vasily  consoling  this;  but  he  was 
“justified  in  stating  that  the  cabinet  of  Washington 
had  the  most  friendly  sentiments  towards  this  coun- 
try.” Vasily  encouraging  indeed!  But  if  the  cabi- 
net of  Washington  should  either  willingly  or  by  com- 
pulsion happen  to  support  the  state  of  Maine  in  its 
armed  aggression  upon  the  crown  and  people  of 
England,  will  lord  Palmerston  please  to  inform  U9 
how  much  Mr.  VanBuren’s  “friendly  sentiments” 
are  woith  in  the  public  market? 

We  deprecate  war.  We  dread  it  for  the  sake  of 
humanity,  for  the  sake  of  North  America,  beyond  all 
for  the  sake  of  England,  which  must  dearly  suffer. 
But  there  is  such  a thing  as  driving  a great  country, 
however  temperate,  and  tolerant,  and  pacific,  into 
war,  just  as  it  is  possible  for  the  best  natured  and 
benevolent  man  in  the  world  to  be  forced  by  indigni- 
ty into  a private  quarrel.  England  can  do  no  more 
towards  avoiding  war  than  abslain  from  offering  in- 
justice. If  she  suffers  wrong  tamiey,  then  is  she  un- 
just to  herself  and  to  posterity;  for  she  invites  there- 
by, and  will  inevitably  have  to  endure,  a repetition 
and  variety  of  insults.  If  both  governments  be  wise, 
they  cannot  go  on  to  bloodshed.  But  the  wise  and 
just  may,  by  the  foolish  and  unprincipled,  be  compel- 
led, and  dragged,  and  trampled,  and  spurned  into  a 
conflict.  In  that  case  the  responsibility  is  not  di- 
vided, because  the  crime  is  altogether  unilateral.  It 
is  the  simple  case  of  a wanton  oppressor,  and  an  un- 
willing and  unoffending  victim. 

If  England  be  kicked  into  such  a war  unprepared, 
the  responsibility  for  so  terrible  a disaster,  though 
not  shared  between  her  and  the  United  States,  inas- 
much as  she,  as  a nation,  must  be  exonerated,  will 
fall  heavily  between  the  United  States  and  the  Bri- 
tish government,  which  has  left  its  country  unpro- 
tected. For  such  a government  there  can  be  no  for- 
giveness, nor  any  punishment  severe  enough  for  its 
enormous  treason. 

London,  March  21.  A good  deal  of  anxiety  pre- 
vails amongst  the  leading  parties  connected  with  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  and  our  North  Ame- 
rican colonies,  in  consequence  of  the  unpleasant 
accounts  respecting  the  disputed  territory.  People 
of  the  first  information  have  to-day  openly  expressed 
their  opinion  that  this  rupture,  for  such  it  is,  howr- 
ever  the  ministerial  scribes  may  gloss  the  matter,  is 
pregnant  with  incalculable  mischief,  not  only  to  our 
own  settlements,  but  as  regards  our  relations  with 
the  United  States,  the  government  of  which  does  not 
appear  to  have  the  power  to  restrain  the  hordes  of 
reckless  vagrants  that  infest  the  border  frontiers  of 
the  self-slyled  land  of  liberty.  It  is  maintained  that 
our  government  alone  are  to  be  blamed  for  the  un- 
pleasant political  aspects  which  have  for  some  time 
threatened  our  supremacy  from  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic;  with  a crippled  navy  it  is  not  to  be  expect- 
ed that  the  despots  of  the  world,  whether  monar- 
chial  or  republican,  would  respect  British  dictation. 

[Morning  Post. 

From  the  Bristol  Mirror  March  23. 

The  Great  Western.  This  unrivalled  ship  will 
sail  from  King  road  this  day  between  two  and 
three  o’clock;  she  takes  105  passengers,  and  a quan- 
tity of  goods,  consisting  of  silks,  printed  cottons, 
worsted  stuffs,  hardware  and  a large  stock  of  jewel- 
lery. Among  the  passengers  are  Mr.  Kaye,  a go- 
vernment messenger,  with  despatches,  lord  Frede- 
rick Paulett,  lieut.  col.  Oldfield  and  capt.  John 
Forbes,  Judge  Haliburton,  alias  “Sam  Sliek,  the 
clock  maker,”  is  also  apassenger,  who  is  going  homo 
to  Nova  Scotia. 

London,  March  21. — Slate  of  the  country.  A large 
body  of  artillery  marched  yesterday  from  Woolwich 
into  Northamptonshire.  The  object  is,  doubtless, 
the  prevention  of  outrage  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts. In  reply  to  a question  put  by  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  lord  Melbourne  admitted  a few  days 
ago,  that  government  was  cognizant  of  the  fact  that 
the  Chartists,  throughout  the  kingdom  are  arming  by 
thousands.  The  times  are  such  as  to  require  on  the 
part  of  the  executive,  a large  measure  of  wisdom, 
promptitude  and  firmness.  Violent  language  is  now 
used  in  every  quarter,  in  order  to  prepare  the  people 
for  violent  action,  as  the  only  cure  for  the  grievan- 
ces, under  which  poor  producers  of  all  sorts  have  so 
long  suffered. 

The  duties  of  government  in  the  circumstances 
are  of  a most  onerous  kind.  Firmness  and  prompti- 
tude, are  as  we  have  stated,  necessary  in  order  to  re- 
press outrage; — but  more  promptitude  and  firmness 
in  the  use  of  the  means  of  coercion  will  not  eradicate 
those  social  evils,  of  which  violent  language  and  pre- 
parations for  arming  are  but  the  indications.  The 
miseries  of  the  laboring  poor  must  speedily  force 
themselves  on  the  consideration  of  the  legislature. 
Well  will  it  be  for  the  country,  if  the  legislature  shall 
be  found  to  administer  relief.  The  new  poor  law 
must,  assuredly,  be  repealed. 
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From  the  London  Sun  of  March  22 

City  12  o’clock.  Ministers  being  in  the  minority 
last  night  in  the  houise  of  lords,  on  the  motion  of  the 
earl  of  Roden  respecting  Ireland,  has  rather  damped 
the  funds  this  morning,  as  well  as  the  sale  of  some 
three  and  a half  percents. 

Half  past  one.  The  British  market  appears  rather 
heavy,  owing  to  a report  that  the  government  are 
going  to  increase  the  army  with  25,000  men,  for  in 
all  probability  great  reinforcements  may  be  required 
to  send  out  to  Canada,  should  the  United  States  go- 
vernment continue  obstinate  in  their  demands  on  the 
boundary  question.  Several  sales,  both  of  three 
and  a half  per  cents  and  consols  have  been  effected 
during  the  morning.  Consols  at  one  period  were 
done  at  92  5-8;  at  present  they  may  be  quoted  at 
92  5-8  3-4  money;  account  92  3-4;  exchequer  bills 
lower,  55  57, 

Militia.  Notice  has  been  received  that  one-third 
of  the  available  force  of  the  militia  will  be  called 
out  for  12  months’  permanent  duty,  to  be  succeeded 
by  the  other  portions  in  rotation,  and  the  whole  bo- 
dy to  be  called  out  for  twenty-eight  days’ training 
yearly.  [ Exeter  Flying  Post. 

From  the  Manchester  Guardian. 

The  Chartists  and  their  arms.  We  learn  from  a 
variety  of  sources  that  the  making  and  selling  of 
pikes  and  fire  arms,  amongst  the  working  population 
of  this  neighborhood,  is  going  on  in  the  most  open 
and  barefaced  manner;  and  judging  from  what  we 
have  heard  on  the  subject,  we  can  imagine  that 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  some  thousands  of  these 
dangerous  weapons  are  now  in  the  hands  of  parties 
who  at  all  events  declare  that  they  are  ready  to  use 
them  at  the  bidding  of  what  is  called  “the  national 
convention.” 

Icebergs floaling\in  the  ,/ltlantic.  Liverpool  March 
22.  Several  vessels  which  have  arrived  within  the 
last  fortnight  were  interrupted  in  their  progress  by- 
getting  entangled  in  fields  of  floating  ice.  The 
George  Washington,  the  Elizabeth  Bruce  and  the 
{South  America  were  all  in  this  predicament!  The 
South  America  was  entangled  among  floating  ice- 
bergs for  thirty  hours.  Tne  first  iceberg  the  ship 
fell  in  with  rose  from  fifty  to  sixty  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea.  It  was  dark  when  she  approached 
it,  and  capt.  Barstow  very  wisely  resolved  to  lay  to 
till  day  light.  About  two  o’clock,  when  the  moon 
broke  out  from  the  dense  clouds  in  which  she  had 
been  previously  enveloped,  and  threw  her  light  on 
the  numerous  icebergs,  shooting  up  like  hoary  cliffs 
which  were  visible  round  the  horizon,  the  spectacle 
is  described  by  the  persons  who  beheld  it  as  having 
been  awfully  sublime.  The  ice  reflected  the  beams 
ofthe  moon,  and  the  combination  produced  a mild 
splendor,  which  approached  if  it  did  not  rival  the 
light  of  day.  The  presence  of  so  much  floating  ice 
in  the  Atlantic  as  far  down  as  lat,  44  is  rather  air 
unusual  occurrence. 

Belgium.  The  chamber  of  deputies,  after  14 
days  debate,  agreed  to  accept  the  treaty  as  proposed 
by  the  London  conference,  by  a vote  of  58  to  42. 
The  assent  of  the  senate  was  confidently  expected. 
The  decision  of  the  chamber  caused  no  excitement 
out-of-doors.  The  dispute  between  Belgium  and 
Holland  may  be  looked  upon  as  settled. 

France.  The  elections  having  resulted  unfavo- 
rably to  the  cabinet,  the  ministers  again  tendered 
their  resignation  on  the  8th,  and  it  was  accepted. 
Marshal  Soult  was  then  sent  for  by  the  king,  and  sub- 
sequently M.  Thiers  was  also  called  iff.  Negocia- 
tions  for  the  formation  of  a new  cabinet  were  in  pro- 
gress until  the  20th.  On  that  day  the  new  ministers 
presented  to  the  king  an  outline  of  the  policy  on 
which  they  would  come  in,  as  lollows: 

1st.  That  France  should  declare  war  against  Don 
Carlos.  2.  That  France  should  declare  to  Austria 
that  she  would  not  allow  of  a marriage  between  an 
Austrian  prince  and  the  young  queen  Isabella,  as 
had  been  proposed  by  prince  Melternich.  3d.  That 
the  affairs  of  Belgium  must  be  considered  as  settled. 
4th.  That  the  war  against  Mexico  should  be  perse- 
vered in.  5th.  That  the  conversion  of  the  five  per 
cent,  rentes  should  be  adopted.  6th.  That  certain 
concessions  should  be  made  to  the  growers  of  beet- 
root sugar.  7th.  That  the  question  of  electoral  re- 
form should  be  adjourned.  8th.  That  the  laws  of 
September  should  be  revised;  and  9th,  and  princi- 
pally, That  the  presidence  reele  should  be  insisted 
®p,  or,  in  other  words,  that,  except  on  very  state 
occasions,  the  king  should  not  preside  at  the  council 
of  ministers. 

To  these  conditions  the  king  refused  his  assent, 
declaring  that,  if  necessary,  he  would  rather  submit 
to  be  deposed  than  accede  to  the  terms  insisted  on; 
but  the  latest  postcript  from  Paris  says  that  he  after- 
wards withdrew  his  refusal,  and  expressed  his  wil- 
lingness to  accede  to  the  conditions. 

The  constitution  of  the  new  ministry  had  not  been 
officially  announced;  but  it  is  given  as  follows  by 
the  London  papers:  J 


Marshalt  Soult,  warand  president;  Thiers,  foieign 
affairs;  Passy,  interior;  Humann,  finance;  Dupin, 
justice  and  religion;  Duperre,  marine;  Dufaure, 
commerce;  Sauzet,  public  works;  Villeinain,  pub- 
lic instruction. 

The  Paris  diorama  had  been  destroyed  by  fire, 
with  the  three  paintings  on  exhibition. 

Russia.  The  emperor  of  Russia,  convinced  of 
the  mischevious  effects  of  the  lottery  on  the  poor 
and  industrious  peasanrty  ofPoland,  has  published  a 
decree,  ordaining  that  the  lottery  shall  be  abolished 
in  the  kingdom  of  Poland  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1840. 

Markets,  money,  fyc.  London  money  market,  March 
21.  The  late  intelligence  received  from  the  United 
States  has  not  created  any  unfavorable  impression 
upon  our  money  market.  The  accounts  are  deem- 
ed rather  satisfactory  by  most  parties  connected  with 
America,  in  so  far  that  they  are  calculated  to  im- 
press on  both  governments  the  necessity  of  an  im- 
mediate settlement  of  the  disputed  question,  which 
has  been  the  origin  of  such  unpleasant  proceedings, 
and  although  some  border  collisions  are  apprehend- 
ed, it  is  generally  anticipated  that  no  very  serious 
results  will  ensue. 

American  stocks,  London,  March  20.  The  Ameri- 
can securities  have  been  sold  freely,  and  United 
States  bank  shares  have,  fallen  2s.  6d.  per  share. 
The  supply  of  every  description  has  been  simple,  at 
the  following  quotations: 

Five  per  cent,  pound  sterling  Alabama,  91  to  92. 

Five  per  cent.  Alabama,  82  to  83. 

Five  per  cent.  Indiana,  82  1-2  to  83  1-2. 

Five  per  cent.  Louisiana,  (Baring's),  93  to  94. 

Five  per  cent.  Louisiana,  (Lizardi’s),  95  1-2  to 
96  1-2. 

Five  per  cent.  Mississippi,  in  £ sterling,  93. 

Six  per  cent.  Ohio,  1856,  98  to  99. 

Five  per  cent.  New'  York,  91  to  95. 

Five  percent.  Pennsylvania,  according  to  dates, 
90  to  93. 

United  States  bank  shares,  £24  15s.  Od. 

Six  per  cent.  Virginia,  93. 

Six  per  cent.  Florida,  in  £ sterling,  95. 

Six  per  cent.  Camden,  &c.  railroad,  104  to  105 

Six  per  cent.  Maryland,  par. 

Five  per  cent.  South  Carolina,  in  £ sterling,  95 
to  96. 

Five  per  cent.  Harrisburgh  and  Lancaster  rail 
road,  90  1-2  to  91  1-2. 

London,  March  22d.  Several  purchases  of  U.  S. 
bank  shares,  to  rather  a large  amount,  have  been 
made  to-day  for  investment,  at  £24  10s.,  and  there 
are  more  purchasers  at  that  price,  and  if  the  sellers 
remain  firm  they  will  probably  obtain  an  advance. 

The  general  impression  as  to  the  boundary  ques 
tion,  is  that  the  recent  disturbances  will  not  lead  to 
war,  but  will  have  the  beneficial  effect  of  hastening 
an  adjustment  of  the  difficulty. 

We  understand  there  is  more  inquiry  for  state 
stock.  There  is  no  market  for  second  rate  seen 
rities.  Our  capitalists  are  at  present  extremely 
cautious,  and  will  not  encourage  any  new  American 
loans  or  companies.  Nothing  could  more  tend  to  in- 
crease the  permanent  price  of  American  securities, 
than  a final  adjustment  of  the  boundary  question. 

Money  is  tolerably  plentiful  and  the  bank  not  at 
all  uneasy  at  the  constant  drain  of  gold,  though  I 
think  there  will  be  a pinch  for  money  yet. 

Our  accounts  from  France  as  to  political  prospects 
are  rather  threatening.  So  they  are  from  India. 
Trade  is  generally  good  and  the  demand  for  goods 
•from  the  continent  is  brisk. 

English  cotton  and  corn  markets. 

Liverpool,  March  22.  Cotton.  The  accounts  by 
the  packet  which  left  this  on  the  2d  instant,  would 
inform  you  that  we  had  experienced  some  revival  in 
the  demand  for  cotton,  and  that  prices  had  improved 
1-2  per  lb.  Since  then  the  demand  has  been  far 
more  active,  and  the  business  unusually  extensive  at 
gradually  improving  prices,  amounting  to  a further 
advance  up  to  this  time  of  3-4d.  a Id.  per  lb.  the 
greatest  advance  being  in  the  low  and  middle  quali- 
ties. In  good  and  fine  the  advance  is  about  l-2d. 
per  lb.  The  moderate  revival  of  demand  at  the 
close  of  last,  and  first  of  this  month  seemed  to  arise 
from  some  improvement  in  goods  and  yarn,  but  our 
market  received  a fresh  impulse  on  the  4th  instant 
from  New  Yoik  accounts  to  the  7th  ultimo,  more 
-decided  than  before  as  to  the  short  crop  and  to  the 
falling  off  in  the  supplies  into  the  ports,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  further  rise  in  prices  here,  produced 
extensive  speculative  operations,  and  large  pur- 
chases on  the  parj^f /dealers  and  consumers.  Sub- 
sequent advices  (from  Neyv  York  down  to  the  1st  in- 
stant of  similar  import,  and  quite  as  decided,  have 
had  the  effect  of  keeping  up  the  demand,  and  it  may 
be  that  the  possibility  of  hostilities,  arising  out  of  the 
northeastern  boundary  question,  has  contributed  to 
give  firmness  to  the  maiket  the  last  day  or  two. 
The  improvement  in  yarns  hitherto  is  not  at  all 


equivalent  to  the  rise  in  cotton,  but  greater  confidence 
in  the  short  crop  accounts  induces  a more  general 
belief  that  goods  and  yarns  must  continue  to  ad- 
vance, and  hence  there  are  not  so  many  mills  work- 
ing short  time. 

The  sales  for  the  week  ended  8th  inst.  amounted 
to  88,900  bales;  about  40,000  to  speculators.  For 
the  week  ended  loth  inst. , they  were  60,750  bales, 
about  43,000  on  speculation,  and  this  week  they 
amount  to  49,820  bales,  19,009  of  it  taken  by  specu- 
lators. Of  this  week’s  business,  17,060  are  Upland, 
at  7 3-4  a 9 3-4;  17,050  New  Orleans,  at  7 1-4  a 
10  1-8;  2,520  Alabama  and  Mobile,  at  8 a 10  1-8; 
and  160  Sea  island  at  22  a 36d  per  lb.  Fair  quali- 
ties may  be  quoted  at  9 1-4  a 9 3-8.  The  import 
into  Liverpool  since  the  1st  January,  amounts  to 
210,000  bales  against  365,000  to  same  period  last 
season.  The  supply  from  the  United  States  is 
158.000,  being  a decrease  of  about  one-half.  The 
stock  in  this  port  is  estimated  at  234,000  bales,  of 
which  about  182,000  is  American  cotton. 

By  the  returns  received  to  day  the  last  aggregate 
average  of  wffieat  was  exactly  73s.  per  qr.  so  that  the 
duty  remains  at  the  lowest  point  lor  another  week. 
A reduction  of  a penny  in  the  average  would  have 
advanced  the  duty,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  to  go  up  to 
4s.  or  possibility  to  6s.  5d.  per  bbl.  on  flour  in  a few 
weeks.  The  foreign  supplies  of  wheat  are  very 
heavy  and  the  markets  much  depressed.  Flour  ex- 
tremely dull  at  36s.  a 37s.  with  some  retail  at  38s. 
per  bbl.  About  5,000  bbls.  Turpentine  have  been 
sold  this  week  at  12s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  good  quality. 
The  business  in  tobacco  this  month  has  been  about 
500  hhds.  at  full  price. 

Liverpool,  March  20.  Grain.  Of  wheat  the  ex- 
ports from  this  to  Ireland  continue  to  exceed  the  im- 
ports from  thence — but  of  foreign  wheat,  chiefly 
from  France  and  Italy,  and  of  flour  from  the  United 
States,  the  arrivals  have  been  very  considerable  dur- 
ing the  past  week;  much  exceeding  the  demand, 
which  has  been  very  limited  from  the  millers  and 
dealers,  and  though  some  parcels  from  Odessa  and 
Marianopoii  wheat  have  been  taken  by  speculators, 
last  quotations  have  been  barely  obtainable,  and  in 
some  instances  a small  decline  has  been  submitted 
toon  this,  and  on  every  article  in  the  corn  trade; 
the  Yorkshire  markets  of  the  past  week  were  also 
much  depressed,  and  a little  lower;  and  at  Manches- 
ter on  Saturday,  very  few  sales  of  grain,  flour  or 
oatineal,  could  be  effected  from  this  port. 

The  duty  on  rye  and  beans  from  loreign  ports  is 
this  week  increased  Is.  6d.  per  quarter;  an  all  other 
grain  there  is  no  alteration;  it  is  likely  that  the  duty 
on  Wheat  will  be  increased  next  Friday  to  2s.  8d. 
per  quarter.  Some  few  sales  of  foreign  flour  for 
export  have  been  made  at  37s.  a 39s.  per  bbl.  for 
sweet,  and  33s.  a 35s.  for  sour. 

March  22.  We  have  again  to  notice  a good  ar- 
rival of  foreign  wheat  since  Tuesday  last,  amount- 
ing to  nearly  11,000  quarters,  exclusive  of  several 
cargoes  not  reported,  besides  about  26,000  barrels 
flour,  chiefly  fiom  the  United  States. 

On  Wednesday  a fair  sale  was  experienced  for 
good  fresh  wheats,  but  the  demand  has  since  slack- 
ened materially,  and  beyond  a moderate  retail  in- 
quiry from  our  local  millers  for  the  lower  qualities  of 
foreign,  which  have  been  disposed  of  at  2d.  to  3d.  re- 
duction, very  little  business  has  been  done  to-day, 
and  were  buyers  to  appear  lor  the  better  descrip- 
tions, rather  lower  terms  would  be  accepted. 

Irish  flour  is  quite  unsaleable  in  the  face  of  the 
heavy  imports  horn  abroad,  and  foreign  appears  for 
the  present  to  be  almost  equally  neglecied. 


.GREAT  WESTERN  STEAM  SHIP. 

New  York,  14 th  April,  1839. 

To  .the  editors:  Sir:  I have  the  pleasure  to  com- 
municate to  you  that  the  Great  Western  left  Bristol 
in  (he  23d  ult.  at  llh.  20m.  and  arrived  here  at  mid- 
night. 

The  following  are  some  particulas  of  the  voyage: 

Saturday,  March  23,  wind  W.  N.  lat.  W.  Ion.  at 
11,  20,  P M.  slipped  from  the  Buy  King  load,  strong 
breezes  and  squally,  rain,  less  wind. 

March  24,  wind  W.  fat.  51  10,  Ion.  5 14,  9 A.  M. 
passed  Lundy  Island,  fresh  breezes  and  cloudy  W. 
ground  swell. 

March  25,  wind  W.  lat.  50  93,  Ion.  8 58,  distance 
147,  fresh  breezes  and  squally,  rain  at  times,  irregu- 
lar W.  N.  W.  swell. 

March  26,  wind  W.  lat.  50  10,  Ion.  14  29,  distance 
132,  moderate  gales  and  squally  with  cross  high  sea, 
moderate  and  less  sea. 

March  27,  wind  westerly,  northwesterly,  fat.  49 
24,  Ion.  15  39,  distance  137,  increased  to  fresh  gales 
and  squally,  rain  and  sleet,  high  N.  W.  sea. 

March  28,  wind  vbl.  W.  N.  W.  lat.  48  10,  Ion.  18 
18,  distance  140,  same  weather  and  sea,  unsettled 
weather,  squa.ls  and  rain,  strong  breezes,  hazv  and 
less  sea. 
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March  29,  wind  W.  S.  \V.  westerly,  lat.  47  38, 
Ion.  20  38,  distance  100,  increased  to  strong  gales 
and  squally  at  times,  heavy  rain  and  high  sea. 

March  30,  wind  W.  N.  VV.,  W.  S.  W.  lat.  47  14, 
Ion.  22  00;  distance  SO,  strong  gales,  heavy  squalls, 
hail,  rain,  thunder,  lightning  and  heavy  sea. 

March  31,  wind  W.  S.  YV„  W.  N.  W.  lat.  40  22, 
Ion.  24  4,  distance  101,  strong  heavy  gales,  squalls, 
hail,  rain,  heavy  cross  sea. 

Monday,  April  1.  wind  N.  W.,  W.  S.  W.  lat.  45 
22,  Ion.  27  17.  distance  148,  squall}'  unsettled  wea- 
ther, rain  at  times,  confused  sea. 

April  2,  wind  VV.  N.  VV.,  VV.  N.  VV.  lat.  44  10, 
Ion.  29  34,  distance  120,  moderate  gales,  heavy 
squalls,  hail,  rain,  lightning,  high  cross  sea. 

April  3,  wind  VV.  S.  VV.,  N.  N.  VV.  lat.  43  38,  Ion. 
31  13,  distance  75,  strong  gales,  heavy  squalls,  rain 
at  times,  high  cross  spa. 

April  4,  wind  VV.,  W.  N.  VV.  lat.  42  26,  Ion.  32  30, 
distance  109,  same  weather  and  sea,  noon  more  mo- 
derate and  cloudy. 

April  5,  wind  VV.  S.  VV.  vbl.  N.  E.  lat.  41  13,  Ion. 
35  20,  distance  152,  strong  squally  weather,  rain  at 
times,  moderate  and  cloudy,  sea  going  down. 

April  6,  wind  round  the  compass,  lat.  41  13,  Ion. 
39  30,  distance  192,  variable  unsettled  weather, 
rain,  thunder,  lightning  heavy  swells. 

April  7,  wind  N.  N.  VV.,'W.  S.  VV.  lat.  39  37, 
Ion.  41  45,  distance  104,  hazy  and  rain,  sea  getting 
up,  strong  gale,  very  heavy  squalls  and  heavy  sea, 
strong  breezes  and  cloudy,  less  sea. 

April  8,  wind  VV.  N.  VV.,  VV.  S.  VV.  lat.  40  00, 
Ion.  45  16,  distance  1SS  fresh  oreezes  and  squally, 
N.  N.  E.  swell,  moderate  and  cloudy,  moderate  head 
sea. 

April  9,  wind  S.  VV.,  N.  VV.  lat.  40  32,  Ion,  40  10, 
distance  210,  increased  to  strong  breezes  and  squally 
weather  at  times,  rain  and  short  chopping  sea. 

April  10,  wind  vbl.  north,  lat.  40  28,  Ion.  53  5, 
distance  207,  squally  unsettled  weather,  rain  at  times, 
short  chopping  sea. 

April  11,  northwesterly,  lat.  40  35,  Ion.  57  01,  dis- 
tance 212,  fresh  breezes  and  cloudy,  short  chopping 
sea,  moderate  and  (me. 

April  12,  wind  southwesterly,  lat.  41  27,  Ion.  61 
27,  distance  230 , increased  to  strong  breezes  and 
squally,  short  high  sea,  moderate  and  hazy. 

April  13,  wind  vbl.  southerly,  lat.  41  16,  Ion.  66 
25,  distance  225,  moderate  and  hazy,  rain  at  times, 
heavy  ground  swell. 

April  14,  wind  vbl.  N.  E lat.  40  13,  Ion.  71  30, 
distance  235,  increased  to  fresh  gales  and  dark  wilh 
foggy  weather,  rain  at  times,  ground  swell,  fl,  30, 
received  a pilot,  12  arrived  oft'  Sandy  Hook,  1 am, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  HOSKIN,  R.  N.  captain. 


Answer.  So  for  as  the  returns  present  them,  it 
does. 

In  continuation,  and  to  complete  the  record  view 
secured  to  the  secretary  at  all  times,  of  “any  trans 
action  which  retutesto  the  revenue,”  a third  book  was 
formerly  compiled  for  his  office  from  the  quarterly 
returns  of  collectors  made  to  other  accounting  offi 
cers  of  the  treasury.  It  will  be  seen,  from  the  lol 
lowing  testimony  of  the  present  secretary,  what 
was  the  nature  of  this  record,  and  how  far  it  has 
fallen  into  disuse  under  his  administration  of  the 
office. 


Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  examined 
by  Mr.  Wise. 

Question  21.  When  were  you  appointed  to  the 
office  of  secretary  of  the  treasury?  Please  look  on 
the  book  presented,  entitled  “collectors’  quarterly 
accounts,”  and  say  whether  you  have  ever  exa 
mined  this  book,  and  when? 

Answer.  I entered  on  (he  duties  of  secretary  of 
the  treasury  about  the  4th  of  July,  A.  D.  1834.  The 
book  mentioned  appears  to  be  that  before  referred 
to,  in  which  one  of  the  clerks  in  my  office  was  in 
the  habit  of  making  the  entries  sent  from  the  audi 
tor’s  office.  I have  no  recollection  of  ever  having 
had  occasion  to  examine  that  book  for  any  parlieu 
lar  purpose,  or  ever  to  have  examined  it  till  since 
the  question  arose  concerning  the  discontinuance  to 
make  those  entries.  On  some  occasions  1 have 
visited  the  rooms  of  the  different  clerks  in  my  own 
office,  and  made  a general  inspection  of  the  books 
in  which  they  were  then  writing,  or  of  the  business 
in  which  they  were  then  engaged,  and  noticed  their 
handwriting,  filing,  arrangement  of  papers,  &e.  and 
make  such  inquiries  as  to  their  business  as  occurred 
to  me  to  be  proper;  but  have  no  recollection  of  ex- 
amining this  book. 

Question  22.  Does  not  the  book  referred  to  in 
your  last  answer  show  the  following  statements  re 
specting  each  quarterly  account  of  each  collector 
in  the  United  States,  and  in  distinct  ruled  columns. 
Collector's  account  current,  second  quarter  of  1835. 

S.  Swartwout,  collector,  New  York. 

Dates  when  accounts  were  received 


SWARTWOUT  DEFALCATIONS. 
Report  of  tlie  committee  of  investigation,  chosen 
by  ballot,  by  the  house  of  representatives,  January 
17  and  19,  1839,  on  the  subject  of  the  defalcations 
of  Samuel  Swartwout  andothers,  and  the  correct- 
ness of  the  returns  of  collectors  and  receivers 
of  the  public  money;  also,  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee. 

[continued  from  page  111.] 

Question  4.  Do  you  know  the  object  for  which 
that  book  is  kept  in  the  secretary’s  office,  and  what 
i3  the  use  made  of  it? 

Answer.  I do  not  know  the  object  for  which  the 
book  was  originally  kept,  or  what  use  was  made  of 
the  information,  as  my  connexion  with  the  book  has 
not  been  long.  I should  think,  however,  that  the 
object  must  have  been  to  aid  the  department  with 
information,  particularly  when  the  system  of  credit 
was  different  from  the  present. 

Question  5.  From  what  data  do  you  make  en- 
tries in  this  book  from  time  to  time? 

Answer.  I make  the  entries  from  returns  which 
are  received  from  the  collectors  of  customs;  they 
are  made  of  bonds  taken  and  liquidated  monthly,  as 
I think. 

Question  6.  Do  not  these  returns  purport  to  be 
“monthly  returns  of  bonds  taken  and  liquidated,” 
rendered  by  collectors  to  the  secretary? 

Answer.  As  far  as  I have  examined  those  I have 
received,  they  are  monthly  returns. 

Question  7.  Has  that  book  ever  been  called  for 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  chief  clerk  or 
other  person  in  the  secretary’s  office,  for  examina- 
tion? 

Answer.  It  has  not  been  called  for  by  the  secre- 
tary or  chief  clerk  or  other  person,  for  examination, 
since  I have  had  charge  of  it. 

Question  8.  Up  to  what  period  are  the  entries  in 
that  book  brought  up  and  completed? 

Answer.  January,  1339. 

Question  9.  Does  that  book  enable  one  who  ex- 
amines it  to  see  what  amount  of  bonds  are  payable 
in  any  given  month  at  the  port  of  New  York,  and 
other  ports? 


at  the  treasuiy 

Balance  due  the  collector  from  last 
quarter. 

Oct.  6,  1835. 

Payments  into  the  treasury 
Allowances  to  marshals,  marine 

$2,438,174  54 

hospitals,  &c. 

10,698  53 

Debentures  paid 

157,278  83 

Duties  repaid 

4,897  62 

Expenses  on  collection 
Sundries. 

113,964  64 

Balance  due  to  U.  Stales. 

In  bonds 

5,823,870  07 

Outstanding  debts 

33,595  69 

Cash 

Balance  due  to  the  United  States 

351,528  16 

from  the  last  quarter 

4,934,996  07 

Duties  on  merchandise 

3,955,533  90 

Duties  on  tonnage 
Duties  on  passports. 

Moneys  received  from  marine  hos- 

1,928 57 

pitals 

5,136  57 

Interest  on  bonds 

Fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures. 

Unclaimed  merchandise. 

1,069  26 

Light  money 

292  87 

Sundries 

Balance  due  to  the  collector  at  the 
end  of  the  quarter. 

35,050  84 

And  was  not  the  foregoing  entry,  which  is  given 
as  an  example,  the  last  entry  made  in  said  book  of 
the  accounts  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  being  for  the 
second  quarter  of  1835;  and  have  any  entries  of  a 
like  character  been  made  in  said  book,  or  any  other 
book  in  your  office,  as  to  the  accounts  of  any  col- 
lector, since  the  third  quarter  of  1835? 

Answer.  The  book  in  which  the  entries  were 
made  of  the  aggregates  of  several  items  from  the 
accounts  returned  by  collectors  to  the  first  auditor, 
contains  such  headings  or  titles  as  are  described  in 
the  above  interrogatory;  and  the  entries,  made  as  I 
suppose  by  the  clerk  in  my  office,  Mr.  Dungan,  who 
had  charge  of  the  book,  are  in  the  sums  or  amounts 
described  in  the  interrogatory. 

In  the  next  pages  the  entries  for  the  3d  quarter 
of  1835,  do  not  contain  anv  sums  for  twenty  or 
twenty-three  ports,  including  New  Yoik  among 
them;  and  no  other  entries  for  any  port  appear  to 
have  been  made  in  that  book  afterwards.  Nor  do 
( know  that  these  aggregates  were,  subsequent  to 
that  time,  entered  or  copied  in  any  other  book  in 
my  office,  either  for  New  York  or  any  other  port; 
but  presume,  from  Mr.  Dungan’s  statements,  that 
the  accounts  not  having  been  afterwards  sent  in  to 
him  from  the  auditor’s  office,  he  omitted  to  go  after 
them,  or  send  for  them,  and  the  aggregates  were 


also  to  make  any  report  to  me  of  these  circum- 
stances, for  the  reasons  before  stated  in  reply  to  a 
former  interrogatory. 

Mr.  Dungan  is,  however,  now  a clerk  in  the  of- 
fice, where  he  has  been,  I understand,  over  twenty 
years;  and  can  give  to  the  committee,  if  they  de- 
sire it,  fuller  explanations  as  to  the  entries  mauC  by 
him,  and  the  cause  of  his  discontinuance  to  make 
them,  and  the  use,  if  any,  which  had  ever  been 
made  of  them  during  his  acquaintance  with  them. 

From  the  preceding  testimony,  it  is  manifest  that 
although  all  the  before  named  records  appertain  to 
one  “general  system,”  which  was  devised  to  secure 
an  independent  superintendence  of  the  revenues  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  at  the  same  time  the 
execution  of  the  laws  for  collecting  those  revenues 
was  committed  to  subordinate  officers.  The  system 
has,  of  late  years,  been  permitted  to  fall  into  utter  ne- 
glect and  disuse,  1st,  by  the  total  discontinuance  of 
two  out  of  the  three  books  of  records  of  which  U 
consisted;  and  2d,  by  the  entire  disuse  of  the  third 
book,  though  preserved  in  form. 

The  following  testimony  adds  to  the  surprise  of 
this  result  in  the  investigation  of  the  committee; 
that  while  a part  of  this  important  system  of  the 
treasury  department,  designed  to  guard  and  pre- 
serve the  public  revenue  against  peculation  and 
frauds,  has  been  permitted  to  fall  into  oblivion,  and 
another  fragment  of  it  has  been  continued  to  be 
made  to  this  day;  neither  the  part  abandoned  nor 
the  part  continued  has  ever  been  known  to,  or  com- 
prehended, and  much  less  appreciated  in  use,  by 
either  the  head  or  any  subordinate  clerk  of  the  trea- 
sury department. 

Thomas  Dungan,  the  clerk  in  charge  of  the  quar- 
terly book,  and  referred  to  in  the  preceding  testi- 
mony ot  Mr.  Woodbury,  being  examined  by  Mr. 
Curtis,  testified  as  follows; 

Question  10.  Have  you  sufficient  knowledge  of 
the  nature  of  the  weekly  and  monthly  returns  made 
by  the  collectors  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to 
enable  you  to  say  whether  they  were  not  intended 
both  for  a check  on  the  collectors,  and  also  to  ena- 
ble the  secretary  to  make  estimates? 

Answer.  I have  not.  They  have,  except  for  three 
or  four  years  before  the  burning  of  the  treasury, 
been  kept  by  other  persons. 

Question  11.  If  the  weekly  and  monthly  returns 
would  enable  the  secretary  to  estimate  the  amount- 
of  money  he  could  calculate  upon,  would  they  not 
also  furnish  the  secretary  a check  upon  the  collec- 
tor, if  they  were  carefully  compared  with  the  quar- 
terly return  book  which  you  had  charge  of? 

Answer.  I cannot  tell  how  that  would  be,  as 
there  has  never  been  any  comparison  that  I know 
of.  They  might,  if  honestly  made  out. 

Question  127  Do  you  think  yourself  competent 
to  give  an  opinion  concerning  the  objects  for  which 
the  weekly  arid  monthly  returns  were  originaMv 
requii ed,  or  concerning  the  use  that  was  made  of 
them  by  the  secretaries,  before  you  had  charge  of 
the  quarterly  book? 

Answer.  I do  not  think  I am. 

Question  13.  How  did  it  happen  that  the  enter- 
g of  the  quarterly  returns  of  collectors  on  the 
book  of  quarterly  returns  in  the  secretary’s  office 
was  discontinued,  and  when  was  it  discontinued? 

Answer.  I was  sick;  and  when  I returned  to 
the  office,  the  quarterly  returns  were  taken  from 
my  desk  by  the  auditor’s  clerk.  I went  after  them; 
they  had  been  sent  to  the  register’s  office.  I con- 
sulted Mr.  Anthony;  he  thought  they  were  not  of 
much  use,  as  credits  were  so  short,  and  1 never  en- 
tered any  more  after  that.  This  was  the  second  or 
third  quarter  of  1835. 

Question  14.  When  you  had  the  quarterly  re- 
turn book,  and  when  you  had  charged  the  “week- 
ly returns,”  had  you  any  orders  to  do  any  thing  with 
them  except  to  enter  them  in  the  books? 

Answer.  Not  any. 

Mr.  Young,  chief  clerk  in  the  department  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  examined  by  Mr.  Curtis, 
testified  as  follows; 

Question  22.  Can  you,  or  any  other  clerk  of  the 
department  known  to  you,  in  the  department,  speak 
with  certainty  of  the  import,  effect  and  meaning  of 
all  the  entries  in  the  “bond  book”  under  the  head 
of  “collector  of  New  York?”  Who  formerly  had 
harge  of  it? 

Answer.  I am  not  aware  of  any  clerk  who  is 
conversant  to  a sufficient  degree  with  the  entries  in 
the  book  referred  to,  who  could  satisfactorily  ex- 
plain them.  Having  already  stated  what  I believed 
ras  the  object  of  requiring  the  returns  which  are 
ntered  therein,  I have  never  had  occasion,  myself, 
to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  made  up.  The  clerk  who  kept  it  lor 
many  year  died  in  December  last. 

William  B.  Randolph  examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 
Question  1.  Are  you  employed  in  the  treasury 


not  afterwards  copied  by  him;  and  that  he  omitted  J department?  What  situation  have  you  held,  and 
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what  situation  do  you  now  hold?  How  long  have, 
you  been  connected  with  the  treasury  department? 

Answer.  I am  employed  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment at  this  time  as  chief  clerk  in  the  treasurer’s 
office,  and  have  been  connected  with  the  depart- , 
ment  in  several  offices  and  situations  for  nearly 
thirty-one  years.  i 

Question  7.  From  the  examination  you  have 
made  of  the  “bond  book”  from  the  secretary’s  office, 
and  of  the  entries  therein,  can  you  speak  with  cer- 
tainty of  the  import,  effect  and  meaning  of  the  en- 
tries of  bonds  taken  at  New  York? 

Answer.  I cannot  explain  them  all  satisfactorily 
to  myself. 

Mr.  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  examined 
by  Mr.  Wise. 

Question  23.  Is  any  book  of  registration,  in  the 
nature  of  a leger  account,  or  other  transcript,  made 
in  the  department  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
of  the  monthly  returns  of  the  collector  of  the  port 
of  New  York,  of  bonds  and  revenue  accruing;  by 
which  registration,  or  other  transcript,  the  balances 
or  differences  in  said  monthly  returns  can  be  as- 
certained without  recurring  to  the  original  returns? 
If  yea,  please  exhibit  the  same  for  the  year  1837 
and  the  first  quarter  of  1838. 

Answer.  I am  not  aware  that  any  book  of  regis- 
tration of  those  returns  is  now  kept  up  or  made  in 
the  department.  I have  not  been  accustomed  to 
resort  to  it  or  examine  it,  if  one  is.  But  when  I 
have  had  occasion  to  know  the  aggregates  in  any 
of  the  weekly  or  monthly  returns  after  they  passed 
out  of  my  own  hands,  I have  sent  for  the  returns 
themselves,  and  obtained  the  information  wanted 
from  them.  My  impression,  at  the  same  time,  is, 
that  such  a book  was  formerly  kept,  into  which 
these  aggregates  were  copied,  but  that  the  copying 
of  them  has  been  discontinued;  of  this  fact,  how- 
ever, I cannot  speak  with  certainty  without  exami- 
nation. In  the  great  amount  of  business  in  my 
office,  and  the  extraordinary  increase  of  it  during 
the  past  three  or  four  years,  the  making  up  of  the 
records  and  entries,  and  the  immediate  regulation 
and  disposition  of  the  books  in  which  they  are  made, 
is,  from  necessity,  devolved  on  different  clerks; 
and  the  supervision  to  see  that  they  are  made  in 
season,  and  in  proper  cases,  must  be  intrusted,  in  a 
great  measure,  to  the  chief  clerk  in  the  office,  under 
general  instructions  from  the  secretary.  Whether 
a similar  practice  was  not  always  in  existence,  the 
older  clerks  in  the  office  will  be  able  to  explain. 

James  H.  Smoot,  a clerk  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, was  sworn  as  a witness. 

Examiued  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  1,  Are  you  a clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  how  long  have  you 
been  such  clerk? 

Answer.  1 am.  I was  made  a permanent  clerk 
in  the  department  under  the  act  of  June  23,  1336; 
previous  to  which  I had  been  employed  for  some 
eighteen  months  or  so  as  a temporary  clerk? 

Question  2.  Have  you  charge  of  the  weekly  or 
monthly  returns  of  collectors  made  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury? 

Answer.  I have  charge  only  of  abstracts  of 
bonds  in  suit,  and  of  debentures,  which  reach  the 
department  very  irregularly'.  Such  as  have  reached 
my  desk  have  been  faithfully  preserved.  It  is  not 
in’  my  power  to  state  certainly  any  thing  like  a pro- 
portion of  such  as  should  have  been  received,  being 
ignorant  of  the  business  of  the  custom  houses.  I 
believe  they  are  required  once  a month.  Some  of 
the  collectors  make  returns  “none.” 

Question  3.  What  are  your  orders -in  respect  to 
these  returns?  Has  the  secretary  ever  called  for 
them  since  in  your  possession?  Are  they  bound  in 
books,  or  are  they  loose  and  not  filed  or  endorsed? 

Answer.  My  orders  were  simply  to  preserve 
them  on  taking  possession  of  the  desk.  I have 
lately  received  directions  to  have  them  bound,  and 
to  continue  that  practice.  I do  not  recollect  that 
the  secretary  has  ever  called  for  them.  I am  satis- 
fied he  has  not.  They  are  loose,  and  not  bound  in 
books.  They  are  not  endorsed,  save  that  most  of 
them  in  lead  pencil  naming  the  port. 

It  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  present  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  (under  whose  administration  this 
important  system  of  record-checks  has  been  per- 
mitted to  fall  into  neglect,  and  almost  oblivion), 
that  the  returns  of  collectors  to  him,  from  which  it 
is  made,  are  only  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him 
to  obtain  a vague  estimate  of  the  current  receipts, 
jo.f  the  treasury.  This  may  explain  his  neglect  of 
those  returns,  although  it  is  not  a justification  of  it. 
But  if  ifhis  were  their  acknowledged  and  sole  pur- 
pose, it  is  most  apparent,  from  the  testimony  before 
the  committee,  that  such  a use  of  them  by  the  se- 
cretary has  i?eeii  hut  inconsiderable  and  exceedingly 
faring;. 


The  far  different  use  of  which  they  are  suscepti- 
ble, and  which  was  once  made  of  them,  is  illustrated' 
in  the  following  examination: 

The  examination  of  Mr,  Randolph  by  Mr.  Cwtis. 

Mr.  Curtis  exhibited  to  the  witness  the  following 
extract: 

“The  abslraetion  of  the  amounts  paid  on  bonds 
never  returned  as  liquidated,  forms  about  one-half 
of  the  entire  defalcation  of  the  late  collector  at  New 
York.  Of  the  other  moiety,  the  two  principal 
items  are,  cash  held  on  deposite  to  meet  unascer- 
tained duties,  and  cash  retained  ostensibly  to  refund 
duties  paid  under  protest. 

“In  connexion  with  the  abstraction  of  those 
sums,  as  well  as  of  those  paid  on  bonds,  I would 
observe  that,  until  a few  years  past,  the  accounts 
current  received  at  the  office  of  the  first  auditor, 
with  the  quarterly  accounts  of  collectors,  were  cal- 
led for  and  compared,  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  with  a record  there  kept,  and  with 
the  several  returns  rendered  to  the  secretary,  in 
conformity  with  the  requisitions  of  his  circular 
dated  the  14th  of  October,  1818,  and  repeated  on  the 
14th  of  November,  1835, 

“The  list  of  returns  thus  rendered  embraced  the 
following: 

A weekly  return  of  moneys  received  and  paid; 

A monthly  return  of  debentures  paid; 

A monthly  abstract  of  bonds  put  in  suit  during 
the  month; 

A monthly  summary  statement  of  duties  collect- 
ed; 

A monthly  schedule  of  bonds  taken  and  liquidated 
during  the  month; 

A quarterly  return  of  the  moneys  received  and 
paid  under  the  acts  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dis- 
abled seamen. 

“Those-  examinations  and  comparisons  would,  it 
is  conceived, be  greatly  useful,  and-especially  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  returns  thus  rendered  to  the 
secretary,  weekly  and  monthly,  are  the  only  returns 
of  the  kind  received  by  the  department  within  or 
during  the  current  quarter. 

“Should  it  be  deemed  proper  to  revive  the  prac- 
tice, it  is  suggested,  to  obviate  the  inconvenience 
and  delay,  in  the  office  of  the  first  auditor,  attend- 
ing the  use,  in  the  office  of  the  secretary,  of  the  ac- 
counts current,  that  the  collectors  furnish  those 
documents  in  duplicate. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  “J.  N.  BARKER. 

“Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Question  8.  Will  you  please  to  examine  the  fore- 
going extract  of  a letter  addressed  by  the  present 
comptroller  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
say  whether  or  not  you  concur  in  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  the  comptroller  in  respect  to  the  utility 
of  the  examinations  and  comparisons  mentioned  by 
him,  and  whether  or  not  one  or  two  intelligent  clerks 
could  perform  that  duty? 

Answer.  The  returns  enumerated  in  the  forego- 
ing list,  (considering  the  “statement  of  duties  col- 
lected” to  be  a statement  of  alt  duties  accruing  and 
secured  in  the  period),  seem  to  embrace  all  the 
items  of  debit  and  credit  which  could  arise  in  the 
quarter.  If  they  do,  it  follows  that,  taken  in  con- 
nexion with  the  condition  of  the  account  for  the 
previous  quarter,  they  would  afford  the  means,  by 
comparison,  of  ascertaining  the  general  results  of 
the  account  current  for  the  present  quarter.  The 
utility  of  such  comparison  would  depend  upon  the 
advantage  gained  by  knowing  general  results  at  an 
earlier  period  than  they  could  be  obtained  from  the 
settled  account;  and  the  advantage  upon  the  degree 
of  reliance  which  could  be  placed  upon  the  correct- 
ness of  the  returns.  Intelligent  clerks  would  be  re- 
quired to  carry  on  this  business.  The  number 
necessary  would  depend  upon  the  quantity  of  de- 
tails, which  I cannot  well  estimate. 

To  the  same  point  may  be  cited  Mr,  Miller,  the 
first  auditor. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Dawson. 

Question  36.  Have  the  books  which  were  adopt- 
ed and  used  by  former  secretaries  of  the  treasury 
as  checks  on  collectorsof  the  customs,  viz:  “Week- 
ly returns  of  receipts  and  payments  of  collectors  of 
the  customs,”  “collectors’ quarterly  accounts  cur- 
rent,” and  “account  of  bonds  taken  and  liquidated,” 
been  regularly  attended  to,  or  have  they  fallen  into 
disuse  and  been  neglected  for  the  last  four  or  five 
years? 

Answer.  There  do  appear  to  be  some  books  in 
the  secretary’s  office  that  seem  to  have  fallen  into 
disuse  for  a number  of  years  past.  The  condition 
of  those  in  the  auditor’s  office,  in  regard  to  the 
bonds  taken  at  New  York,  who  also  suffered  to  fall 
baeje,  as  has  been  fully  explained. 

Question  37.  If  those  books  had  been  regularly 
kept',  woyld  they  not  have  furnished  means  to  de- 
tect any  clefalcatioq  of  any  collector  of  customs? 


Answer.  I have  not  examined  the  books  alluded 
to  with  care,  but  am  of  opinion  that,  if  the  returns 
required  by  the  several  circulars  of  the  secretaries 
of  the  treasury  to  be  made  to  the  department  are 
properly  entered  and  compared  with  one  another, 
any  material  error  or  fraud  practised  by  a collector 
must  be  discovered  soon  thereafter,  unless  the  naval 
officer  and  collector  and  their  clerks  should  com- 
bine to  defraud  the  government,  by  making  false 
returns  of  the  real  amount  of  duties  secured  within- 
the  quarter.  The  books  alluded  to,  I understand, 
were  used  to  make  entries  in,  from  the  said  returns. 

It  is,  then,  ascribable  to  a want  of  proper  appli- 
cation and  use  of  the  means  actually  within  the 
reach,  and  constituting  an  important  feature  in  the 
archives  oi  the  secretary’s  department,  that  the  de- 
falcations of  Mr.  Swartwout  escaped  detection  in 
that  department,  as  they  did  in  the  subordinate  de- 
partments from  like  causes.  Whenever  these  means 
have  been  used  with  discrimination,  and  for  the 
purposes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
suggested  their  necessity,  (and  it  is  apparent  that 
they  were  sometimes  so  used  by  the  present  secre- 
tary), they  did  not  fail  to  lead  to  useful  inquiry  and 
explanation.  For  instance:  in  disclosing  to  the 
committee  portions  of  official  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Swartwout,  the  following  letters  are  of  the 
number,  and  indicate  the  practical  worth  of  proper 
attention  to  the  returns  of  collectors  to  the  secretary, 
as  checks  upon  collectors,  in  conjunction  with  their 
use  as  mere  estimates  of  receipts: 

Treasury  department,  August  17,  1837. 

Sir:  I perceive  in  your  return  No.  31,  “of  mo- 
neys received  and  paid,”  for  the  week  ending  the 
5th  instant,  the  sum  of  $92,196  35  for  payments  on 
account  of  “revenue  cutters  and  boats,  contingen- 
cies, &c.;"  and  also,  in  the  succeeding  weekly  re- 
turn, No.  32,  the  additional  sum  of  $92,003  91  is 
also  charged  for  similar  objects.  As  expenditures  for 
these  objects  have  been  heretofore  but  small,  in 
comparison  with  these,  and  as  there  is  some  press 
for  money  at  your  port,  I will  thank  you  to  inform 
me  of  the  cause  of  the  great  increase  of  expendi- 
tures for  these  purposes.  I am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Samuel  Swartwout,  esq., 

Collector  of  the  customs,  New  York. 

Custom  house,  New  York, 
Collector’s  office,  August  19,  1837, 

Si*:  In  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  received 
this  morning,  it  is  stated  that  in  No.  31  of  our 
“weekly  returns  of  moneys,”  $92,196  35  is  charged 
to  payments  on  account  of  “revenue  cutters  and 
boats,  contingencies,  &c.;”  and  in  No.  32,  $92,003 
91  is  also  charged  for  similar  objects. 

I would  first  observe,  respectfully,  (to  correct  an 
error),  that  these  sums  have  been  reversed  at  the 
department,  through  mistake,  as  it  will  be  found 
on  examination  of  the  returns,  that  in  No.  31  the 
latter  amount  is  given,  and  in  No.  22  the  former 
amount. 

With  regard  to  the  great  increase  of  these  sums, 
I have  to  state  that  it  is  owing  to  the  amount  of 
treasury  drafts,  and  which  are  thus  explained:  On 
the  credit  side  of  the  return  we  enter,  as  so  much 
money,  the  amounts  received  on  bonds  and  cash 
duties  by  drafts;  and  to  counterbalance  these  sums, 
we  ebarge,  on  the  opposite  side,  the  aggregate 
amount  of  the  drafts  themselves.  Bht  there  being 
no  express  item  in  the  return,  to  which  we  could 
distinctly  apply  th*  drafts,  they  were  placed  under 
that  of  “revenue  cutters  and  boats,  contingencies, 
&c.” 

This  was  the  only  place  where  we  thought  pro- 
per to  put  the  amount,  unless  it  might  be  under  the 
item  “payments  on  account  of  collections;”  but 
even  there  it  would  be  blended  with  other  sums. 

The  true  amount  in  No.  31,  of  payments  actually 
on  account  of  “revenue  cutters  and  boats,  contin- 
gencies, &c.”  is  $4,844  17 

The  amount  of  treasury  drafts  87,159  74 


The  amount  in  No,  32, 
follows: 


$92,003  91 
for  the  same  object,  is  as 

$4,096  68 
88,099  67 


$92,196  35 

If  our  course  should  be  disapproved,  we  might, 
ir  the  present,  erase  the  item  “payments  in  bank 
, credit  of  treasurer,”  and  over  it  write  “treasury 
rafts,”  and  opposite  place  the  amount;  or  the  item 
light  be  interlined,  as  would  be  best  preferred. 

1 have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 
our  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  SWARTWOUT,  collector. 
Hon.  Mvi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury, 


121 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  20,  1839— SWART WOUT  DEFALCATIONS. 


The  following  is  a specimen  deduced  from  the 
attention  in  practice  of  the  present  secretary,  to  the 
monthly  returns  of  the  collector  at  New  York  to  the 
secretary,  and  illustrating  how  effectual  these  re- 
turns are  in  the  detection  of  deficits,  as  well  as  in  the 
estimate  of  receipts: 

Treasury  department,  March  15,  1838. 

Sir:  Perceiving  that  the  amount  of  duties  re- 
ceived at  your  port  during  the  month  of  February 
is  much  smaller  than  was  anticipated,  I will  thank 
you  to  explain  to  me  the  cause,  if  you  can  account 
for  it.  By  the  extension  of  credit  for  nine  months, 
under  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  16th  of  Oc- 
tober last,  those  which  fell  due  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  month  of  May  preceding  would  become  paya- 
ble towards  the  close  of  February  last.  Besides, 
under  the  second  section  of  the  same  act,  allowing 
a credit  of  three  and  six  months  upon  all  merchan- 
dise subject  to  cash  duty  imported  “oil  or  before  the 
1st  day  of  November,”  the  three  months’  bonds 
bearing  date  the  1st  of  the  last  mentioned  month 
would  consequently  fall  due  in  February.  Should 
the  diminution  of  the  anticipated  amount  of  receipts 
from  duties  prove  to  be  owing  to  the  default  of  the 
obligators  in  not  paying  their  bonds,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  state  the  amount  of  such,  together  with 
any  other  facts  tending  to  throw  light  upon  the 
subject.  I am,  very  respectfully, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Samuel  Swartwout,  esq., 

Collector  of  the  customs,  New  York. 

Custom  house.  New  York, 
Collector's  office,  March  17,  1838. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
inquiring  into  the  causes  of  the  discrepancy  be- 
tween the  amount  of  duties  received  at  this  port 
during  the  month  of  February  last,  and  the  amount 
that  was  anticipated,  I have  to  observe  that  what- 
ever difference  exits  has  arisen  out  of  some  error  in 
estimating  the  amount  payable,  and  not  from  any 
actual  or  material  difference  between  the  amount 


accruing  and  the  amount  paid. 

Of  the  bonds  which  fell  due  from  the 
16th  to  the  31st  May  last,  there  were 
extended  $290,000 

Of  this  sum,  there  have  been  put  in  suit  15,000 

Thus  leaving  275,000 

Under  the  second  section  of  the  act  of 
16th  October  last,  there  were  taken 
and  paid,  due  in  February  $110,000 

385,000 

The  ordinary  three  months’  bonds  taken 
in  November  last,  and  due  and  paid  in 
February,  were  75,000 

Total,  #460,000 


By  the  above,  it  appears  that  the  bonds  which  were 
payable  in  February'  have  been  collected,  with  the. 
exception  of  an  amount  of  $15,000,  which  has  been 
put  in  suit;  and  that  the  whole  amount  payable  did 
not  amount  to  $500,000. 

The  residue  of  our  receipts,  as  per  the  returns  in 
February,  were  composed  of  cash  duties,  bonds  in 
suit  jiaid,  and  interest  on  extended  bonds.  I have 
the  honor,  8tc. 

SAMUEL  SWART  WOUT,  collector. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  had  the  same 
scrutiny  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  returns  to  the  secre- 
tary been  uniformly  made  in  his  office,  as  by  the 
preceding  letters  it  is  apparent  was  made  occasion- 
ally, the  legitimate  purposes  of  those  returns  would 
have  been  accomplished,  and  Swartwout’s  defalca- 
tions could  not  have  escaped  detection  beyond  the 
termination  of  the  first  quarter  in  which  they  origi- 
nated. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  in  the  testimony  of  the 
secretary,  as  of  that  of  his  chief  clerk,  which  re- 
pudiates the  use  (on  the  ground  of  there  being 
valueless  to  detect  defalcations)  of  the  records 
deemed  so  essential  in  the  opinion  of  so  many  indi- 
viduals who  have  preceded  themselves  in  office, 
there  is  to  be  found  also  the  proof  that  no  use  of 
these  records  had,  at  any  time  prior  to  Swartwout’s 
defalcation,  been  attempted  by  the  secretary,  or  any 
other  person  in  office  under  him.  While,  therefore, 
the  one  branch  of  this  testimony  seeks  to  found  an 
opinion  that  is  to  serve  as  an  apology  tor  the  ne- 
glect of  a palpable  duty,  the  other  branch  divests 
that  opinion  of  all  claim  to  actual  experience  in  the 
use  of  the  thing  it  repudiates  and  must  proportion- 
ally weaken  any  reliance  that  otherwise  might  be 
placed  upon  it. 

In  this  connexion,  it  should  also  be  remarked, 
that,  since  the  discovery  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  defal- 
cations, the  same  comparisons  for  which  the  ne- 
glected records  in  the  secretary’s  department  are 
believed  by  the  committee  to  have ’been  instituted, 


have  been  revived  for  future  observance  by  the  se- 
cretary. The  results  of  negligence,  and  not  those 
of  experience,  have  been  the  sources  from  whence 
lessons  of  prudence  have  been  derived,  but  too  ex- 
pensively to  the  government  in  this  instance.  The 
subjoined  answer  to  the  eighteenth  interrogatory 
propounded  to  Mr.  Woodbury  by  Mr.  Wise  eluci- 
dates these  particulars: 

“The  entry  of  the  amount  of  the  quarterly  ac- 
counts of  collectors  in  a book  was  discontinued  in 
November,  1835,  and  is  stated  by  the  auditor  to 
have  happened  in  consequence  of  one  of  his  clerks 
not  sending  them  for  that  purpose  to  the  clerk 
keeping  the  book  here,  because  they  were  detained 
by  him  too  long. 

“But  this  discontinuance  was  never  reported  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  either  by  the  auditor, 
or  the  clerk  keeping  the  book,  till  last  November 
or  December.  When  it  was  reported,  I deemed  it 
proper,  till  congress  made  some  legal  provision  on 
the  subject,  to  adopt  their  suggestions,  and  ascer- 
tain if  any  benefit  would  result  from  such  compari- 
sons. I therefore  requested  the  auditor  himself  to 
report  to  me  weekly,  not  only  the  balances  on  the 
accounts  as  rendered,  (which  alone  did  not  seem 
likely  to  afford  much  aid  in  detecting  faults,  if  a 
comparison  was  instituted),  but  to  report  the  ba- 
lances found  due  on  the  final  settlements.  And  I 
have  since  requested  him  to  report  explanations  as 
to  those  balances  w'hen  large  or  unusual. 

“Whether,  after  this,  any  comparisons  in  my  own 
office,  between  those  and  the  weekly  abstracts 
which  I have  directed  to  be  made,  will  ever  lead 
to  any  detection  of  such  defaults  as  escape  the  ac- 
counting officers,  is  somewhat  problematical,  for 
reasons  stated  in  document  No.  69. 

‘ But  I deemed  the  effort  proper,  under  the  opi- 
nions expressed  by  those  officers.” 

The  foregoing  ttslimony  renders  it  certain  that  a 
revival  of  the  comparisons  resorted  to  under  other 
administrations  of  the  department,  is  now  made 
designedly.  The  whole  testimony  is  equally  ex- 
plicit that  the  records  for  such  comparisons  were 
not  discontinued  designedly,  but  little  by  little, 
through  the  slow  and  dull  process  of  oversight  and 
neglect — oversight  in  regard  to  the  value,  and  ne- 
glect iri  regard  to  the  actual  use  of  the  records. 

It  was  undoubtedly  by  means  here  adverted  to 
that  Mr.  McLane,  while  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
was  induced  to  call  for  an  explanation  of  Mr. 
Swartwout,  of  a large  outstanding  balance  which 
appeared  upon  his  quarterly  account  at  one  period. 
In  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Shultz,  former  auditor  of 
the  custom  house  under  Mr.  Swartwout,  answer  6, 
the  circumstance  is  thus  adverted  to: 

“Soon  after  Mr.  L.  McLane  came  into  office  as 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  he  sent  to  the  comptroller 
for  the  account  current  of  the  collector  of  New 
York  for  the  preceding  quarter,  and,  observing 
therein  a large  balance  due  to  the  United  States, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Swartwout  a letter,  the  substance  of 
which  was — ‘Mr.  Collector,  I perceive  by  your  last 
account  current  that  you  are  indebted  to  the  United 
States  in  a large  sum.  Please  to  deposite  that  sum 
in  the  Branch  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  and  send  on  the  receipt  therefor 
without  delay.’  Mr.  Swartwout  referred  tiiis  let- 
ter to  me,  with  the  request  that  I would  give  an 
account  of  that  balance,  saying  he  was  not  aware 
of  being  indebted  to  the  United  States  in  any  sum. 
I took  the  necessary  custom  house  books  home 
with  me,  sat  up  a great  part  of  the  night,  and  ren- 
dered an  account  ot  every  item  making  this  balance. 
This  account  was  next  morning  sent  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  who,  not  understanding  the 
manner  in  which  the  custom  house  books  were 
kept,  sent  this  statement  to  the  comptroller’s  office, 
with  the  request  that  it  might  be  examined  by  the 
clerks  in  the  comptroller’s  department,  and  be  re- 
ported to  the  secretary.  The  statement  was  found 
correct  of  the  items  of  the  balance,  without  a dif- 
ference of  a single  cent.  Thi3  same  statement  is 
probably  now  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  if  not  burnt.” 

The  great  probability  that  an  habitual  recourse 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  a condensed  re- 
cord of  the  accounts  of  collectors,  such  as  was 
heretofore  kept  in  the  secretary’s  department, 
would  latterly,  as  it  did  in  the  days  of  Mr.  McLane, 
have  arrested  the  attention  of  a prudent  and  ener- 
getic officer,  may  be  readily  estimated  by  the  ex- 
traordinary manner  in  which  the  quarterly  balances 
of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  accounts  for  “cash  retained” 
and  for  “amount  of  duties  credited  and  not  yet 
paid,  and  suspended  accounts,”  have  been  permit- 
ted to  grow  and  enlarge,  unchecked,  within  the 
last  few  years.  The  following  is  an  illustration, 
not  of  what  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  present 
secretary,  but  of  what  would  have  reached  him  had 
“the  records ” of  his  office  been  perpetuated,  esti- 
mated and  used. 


By  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Fleming,  auditor  of  the 
custom  house,  (see  committee’s  journal ),  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Swartwout  had  charged  to  the  government, 
in  his  accounts,  items  as  follows: 


1st  quarter,  1835.  “Amount  of  duties 
credited  and  not  yet  paid”  $206,919  09 

2d  quarter.  “Amount  of  duties  credit- 
ed and  not  yet  paid”  295,416  84 

3d  quarter.  “Amount  of  duties  credit- 
ed and  not  yet  paid”  553,178  74 

4th  quarter.  “Amount  of  duties  cre- 
dited and  not  yet  paid,  suspended  ac- 
counts, &c.”  374,343  43 

1st  quarter,  1836.  “Amount  of  unset- 
tled duties  on  deposite,  unsettled  ac-  ^ 

counts,  &c.”  543,204  67 

2d  quarter.  “Amount  of  unsettled  du- 
ties on  deposite,  unsettled  accounts, 

&c.J’  856,019  93 

3d  quarter.  “Amount  of  unsettled  du- 
ties on  deposite,  unsettled  accounts, 

&c.”  1,053,531  57 

4th  quarter,  “Amount  of  unsettled 
duties  on  deposite,  unsettled  ac- 
counts, &c.”  1,168,116  44 

1st  quarter,  1837.  “Amount  of  unset- 
tled duties  or.  deposite,  unsettled  ac- 
counts, &c.” 

2d  quarter.  “Amount  of  unsettled  ac- 
counts, duties  on  deposites,  &c.” 

3d  quarter.  “Amount  of  unsettled  ac- 
counts, duties  on  deposite,  &c.” 

4th  quarter,  “Amount  of  unsettled 
and  suspense  accounts” 

And,  in  the  same  quarterly  accounts,  the  follow- 
ing items: 

“Cash  retained  the  31st  March,  1815’ 

“Cash  retained  the  30th  June,  1835” 

“Cash  retained  the  30th  Sept.  1835” 

“Cash  retained  the  31st  Dec.  1835” 

“Cash  retained  31st  March,  1836” 

“Cash  retained  June  30th,  1836” 

“Cash  retained  September  301h,  1836 
“Cash  retained  December  31st,  1836’ 

“Amount  retained  Maich  31st,  1837” 

“Amount  retained  June  30th,  1-837” 

“Amount  retained  Sept.  30th,  1837” 


675,695  43 
577,493  22 
516,331  06 
532,396  69 


70,882  46 
56, 111  32 
14,083  19 
108,349  17 
145,675  02 
159  9.33  08 
152,579  43 
18,763  55 
31,528  01 
117,842  15 
49,295  54 

“Amount  retained  December,  31st,  1837”  79,231  56 


The  fact  that  the  incumbents  of  the  two  account- 
ing officers  in  the  treasury  were,  as  represented  in 
the  annexed  examination  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  borne  down  by  age  and  infirmity,  fur- 
nishes, perhaps,  some  explanation  why  less  atten- 
tion was  devoted  to  the  extraordinary  balances  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Swartwout’s  preceding  quarterly  and 
weekly  returns  than  otherwise  might  have  been  in 
those  offices;  but  the  same  consideration,  notorious 
as  it  was,  would  seem  to  have  demanded  greater 
watchfulness  and  particularity  in  the  principal  su- 
perintendent of  the  revenue,  the  secretary  himself. 

Mr.  Woodbary  examined  by  Mr.  Owens. 

Question  35.  Who  held  the  offices  of  first  audi- 
tor and  comptroller  at  the  time  these  defalcations, 
or  the  greater  part  of  them,  occurred?  Were  you 
personally  acquainted  with  them?  Were  they  com- 
petent, physically  and  mentally,  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  their  respective  offices?  Did  you  ever 
suggest  to  the  president  of  the  United  States  the 
great  importance  of  having  competent  men  in  those 
offices,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  you 
made  the  suggestion? 

Answer.  Judge  Anderson  held  the  office  of 
comptroller  for  many  years  previous  to  1S36,  and 

resigned,  I think,  in  the  summer  of  that  year. 

Richard  Harrison,  esq.  also  held  the  office  of  first 
auditor  a great  number  of  years  before  November, 
1836,  w hen  he  also  resigned.  I was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  them  after  1834.  They  were  both  gentle- 
men very  much  advanced  in  life — I think  over 
seventy  years  of  age;  and  they  had  suffered  (and 
especially  the  former  one)  from  the  infirmities  in- 
cident to  their  great  age  and  long  continued  labors. 
But  they  were  both  men  of  much  worth  and  fide- 
lity; and  hence,  though  less  able  than  in  former 
years  to  meet  the  calls  on  them  of  the  usual  busi- 
ness of  their  respective  bureaus,  and  much  more 
the  increasing  calls  and  business  of  1835,  and  espe- 
cially 1836,  the  department  felt  reluctant  to  advise 
their  removal  on  account  of  the  complaints  some- 
times made  of  their  increasing  infirmities  and  disa- 
bilities. But  after  several  conferences  on  the  sub- 
ject with  the  president,  I understood  that  they  both 
agreed  to  resign,  and  did  so  at  the  lime  mentioned; 
but  without  the  slightest  complaint  or  reproach  as 
to  their  integrity  and  disposition,  while  in  office,  to 
exert  all  the  vigilance,  energy  and  labor,  of  which 
they  were  capable. 


From  the  following  testimony  of  William  B.  Ran- 
dolph, now  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  treasurer, 
it  appears  that  balances  so  extraordinary  were  suf- 


122 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  20,  1839— SWARTWOUT  DEFALCATIONS. 


ficient  to  arrest  the  attention  and  excite  the  asto- 
nishment of  subordinates  in  office. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  2.  Hive  you,  at  any  time,  while  em- 
ployed in  the  comptroller’s  office,  examined  the 
quarterly  returns  of  Samuel  Swartwout,  late  col- 
lector ot  New  York?  If  yea,  for  what  year  were 
those  returns  which  you  examined;  and  was  there 
any  feature  in  the  accounts  which  attracted  your 
attention? 

Answer.  During  parts  of  the  years  1835  and 
1836  I was  employed  in  the  comptroller’s  office  to 
revise  the  accounts  of  collectors  north  of  the  Poto- 
mac; among  them,  the  accounts  of  Samuel  Swart- 
wout, late  collector  of  New.  York.  His  accounts 
for  the  last  quarters  of  1835  and  the  account  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1836  passed  under  my  inspection; 
in  these  I noticed  the  large  and  increasing  balances 
of  cash  on  hand,  amounting,  on  the  31st  March, 
1836,  to  nearly  $‘70(1, 000;  for  which  1 was  not 
aware  of  any  sufficient  reason. 

Question  3.  Did  you  mention  this  fact  to  any 
person,  and  to  whom? 

Answer.  I spoke  of  this  circumstance  frequently 
among  my  fellow  clerks  as  affording  Mr.  Swart- 
wout a line  opportunity  for  accommodating  his 
friends,  and  perhaps  benefiting  himself;  and  I feel 
confident  that  I mentioned  the  fact  to  Mr.  Laub, 
the  then  chief  clerk,  who  frequently  acted  as  comp- 
troller; but  I did  not  otherwise  speak  of  it  in  a man- 
ner calculated  to  excite  the  attention  of  my  supe- 
riors. 

The  house  will  discover,  by  recurring  to  the 
form  of  weekly  record  of  the  returns  from  collec- 
tors, formerly  kept  in  the  secretary’s  office,  so  mi- 
nute was  the  care  then  deemed  essential  to  the  se- 
curity of  the  revenue,  that  one  column  was  devoted 
specially  to  recording  the  day  on  which  such  week- 
ly returns  were  received  at  the  department.  A day  ’s 
omission  of  duty  in  these  returns  then,  was  liable  to 
immediate  detection;  and  the  care  with  which  Mr. 
Gallatin,  while  secretary  of  the  treasury,  enjoined 
the  duty  of  collectors  to  have  their  returns  “ bear 
dale  regularly  the  last  day  of  the  week,  and  include 
only  the  whole  of  the  receipts  of  payments  for  the  en- 
tire week,  the  said  last  day  included ,”  may  also  be 
appreciated  by  recurring  to  the  circular  of  that  en- 
ergetic and  distinguished  financier,  also  given  in 
the  early  part  of  this  division  of  the  committee’s  re- 
port. How  effectually  this  same  scrutiny  would 
have  checked  the  earliest  misuse  of  public  money 
by  Mr.  Swartwout  is  apparent,  when  it  is  consider- 
ed that  the  whole  of  it  was  covered  up  and  con- 
cealed prior  to  1837  by  uniformly  omitting  in  his 
weekly  returns  the  official  receipts  of  Saturday, 
and  not  forwarding  his  returns  until  the  following 
Monday,  and  frequently  not  until  Tuesday  of  the 
succeeding  week;  thus  gaining  the  receipts  of  from 
two  to  lour  days  with  which  to  replace  his  prior 
deficits.  The  mistaken  estimate  by  the  present  se- 
cretary of  the  utility  of  this  precision  on  the  part  of 
the  treasury,  is  easily  measured  by  the  advantage 
which  is  now  seen  to  have  been  taken  by  Mr. 
Swartwout  of  the  absence  of  it.  The  practice  of 
Swartwout,  in  this  particular,  will  be  found  illus- 
trated in  the  following  examination  of  Mr.  Phillips, 
late  assistant  cashier  of  the  customs;  and  the  indul- 
gence of  it,  through  the  negligence  or  want  of  a just 
estimate  of  it  by  the  present  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, is  no  less  clearly  brought  to  view  in  the  testi- 
mony which  is  also  subjoined  hereto. 

Mr.  Phillips  examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  33.  In  your  statement,  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  9th  of  November,  1838,  address- 
ed to  Mr.  Gilpin,  you  say,  at  the  close  of  the  letter; 
“by  reference  to  the  weekly  returns  made  to  the 
treasury  department,  it  will  be  seen  that  large 
amounts  were  frequently  retained,  under  the  head 
of  ‘amount  due  the  United  States,  to  be  carried  to 
next  return,’  which  accounts  have  the  signature  of 
Mr.  Swartwout;  ami,  in  many  instances,  would  not 
be  forwarded  until  Tuesday,  in  order  that  the  col- 
lections of  Saturday  and  Monday  might  place  him 
in  funds  to  make  the  transfer  from  his  account  to 
that  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States.”  Please 
state  whether  it  was  a frequent  practice  to  delay 
the  weekly  returns  required  by  the  secretary  to  be 
made  on  Saturday,  and  not  to  send  them  forward 
until  Tuesday;  and  when  that  practice  began? 

Answer.  It  was  the  rule  of  the  office  to  make  up 
the  weekly  return  early  on  Monday  of  each  week, 
and  it  embraced  all  the  collection  of  bonds  up  to 
Friday  afternoon;  consequently,  the  bonds  falling 
due  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  payable  on  Sa- 
turday, would  not  appear  on  the  account  until  the 
following  week.  It  was  the  frequent  practice  to 
delay  the  wee-kly  return  until  Tuesday;  and  it  com- 
menced, I think,  in  1833  or  1834. 

Question  34.  Until  the  banks  suspended  specie 
payments,  and  the  collector  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw the  bonds  from  the  banks  and  collect  them  at 


the  custom  house,  was  it  not  the  practice  of  Mr. 
Swartwout  to  pay  over  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  weekly,  nearly  all  the  money 
in  his  hands;  and  does  not  this  appear  from  the 
weekly  returns? 

Answer.  It  was  the  practice,  until  the  banks  sus- 
pended specie  payments,  for  Mr.  Swartwout  to  pay 
over  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  weekly,  nearly  all  the  moneys  in  his  hands; 
and  it  does  appear  in  the  weekly  returns.  After 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  Mr.  Swartwout 
retained  all  the  moneys  collected  in  his  own  hands, 
(except', $70, 000  in  specie,  transferred  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer),  and  the  same  continued  to  accu- 
mulate until  he  retired  from  office. 

Mr.  Woodbury  examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  28.  Do  you  remember  to  have  noticed 
that  Swartwout  got  into  the  practice,  during  the 
last  year  or  two  of  his  term  of  office,  of  omitting  to 
despatch  his  weekly  returns  from  the  custom 
house  until  Tuesday ? 

Answer.  I do  not  remember  to  have  noticed  any 
general  change  on  that  subject;  nor  should  I be 
likely  often  to  notice  the  difference  of  a single  day 
in  their  arrival,  as  the  alterations  in  the  mode  of 
transporting  Ihemail,  and  in  its  general  speed,  and 
the  interruptions  in  the  hours  of  arrival,  have  been 
frequent,  and  accidents  both  in  the  custom,  house 
and  the  post  office  in  New  York  and  this  city  may 
occasionally  affect  the  arrival  ordelivery  of  the  let- 
ter here  for  twenty-four  hours.  But  from  so  large 
a port  as  New  York,  and  especially  since  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  F should  notice  two  or 
three  days’  omission.  The  times,  or  days,  when  the 
returns  were  actually  mailed  or  despatched,  do  not 
appear  on  the  face  of  the  returns;  and  the  wrappers 
showing  when  the  package  was  mailed,  but  not  al- 
ways with  accuracy  the  day  it  was  left  in  the  post 
office,  and  thus  despatched  by  the  collector,.are  not 
taken  off  and  inspected  by  me,  but  are  removed  by 
a messenger;  after  that,  the  returns  themselves  are 
examined  by  me.  in  person. 

Question  29.  During  the  time  Mr.  Swartwout 
was  in  office  as  collector,  did  you  regard  the  “week- 
13'  returns  of  cash  received  and  paid  out  at  the  cus- 
tom house,”  as  including  the  cash  paid  for  bonds 
and  cash  duties  on  the  several  Saturdays _on  which 
those  returns  are  dated? 

Answer.  If  my  attention  was  ever  turned  to  that 
particular  point,  I could  stale  what  my  opinion  was, 
provided  it  was  expressed  in  writing;  but  I do  not 
remember  that  the  question  ever  arose.  Looking, 
however,  to  the  circular  requesting  the  weekly  re- 
turns, and  to  the  period  when  the  return  are  re- 
ceived at  this  office,  I should  suppose  they  were 
intended  to  embrace  the  receipts  of  Saturday,  as 
well  as  every  other  da3’  in  the  week. 

Question  30.  If  the  weekly  returns  included  only 
the  cash  received  for  bonds  paid,  and  cash  duties  re- 
ceived up  to  Fi  iday,  inclusive,  on  what  day  there- 
after ought  those  returns  ordinarily  to  .'have  come 
to  you  rhands,  as  the  mails  have  run  for  the  last  two 
years? 

Answer.  If  they  were  made  out  after  the  close 
of  business  on  Friday,  and  mailed  that  night,  they 
could  reach  here  by  Sunday  or  Monday  evening,  I 
suppose;  though  my  recollection  as  .to  the  speed  of 
the  mails,  or  the  hours  of  departure  of  them  from 
New  York,  during  the  whole  of  the  two  years,  is 
not  very  accurate.  They  would,  then,  if  delivered 
punctually  at  the  post  office  here  to  the  messenger, 
reach  my  office  Monday'  or  Tuesday  morning.  But 
I think  they  are  not  generally  received  in  the  office 
here  till  Wednesday  morning. 

There  is  another  feature  in  the  policy'  which  ap- 
pears (o  have  been  pursued  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  towards  Mr.  Swartwout,  which  is  de- 
serving the  consideration  of  the  hous'e.  It  consists 
in  the  fact,  that  while  the  secretary,  through  the 
comptroller,  acquiesced  in  the  claim  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout to  retain,  under  pretence  of  indemnity  for 
duties  to  be  refunded  by  him  to  merchants  who  had 
paid  them  to  him  under  protest,  the.  large  sum 
of  $201,000,  he  acceded  to  the  provision  of  means 
by  the  comptroller  for  the  successor  of  Mr.  Swart- 
wout to  refund  those  same  duties.  It  is  true  that,  on 
being  informed  by  the  successor  of  Mr.. Swartwout 
that  he  had  borrowed  of  the  latter  the  sum  of 
$25,000  for  the  purpose  of  these  payments,  the  se- 
cretary, under  date  of  April  21,  133S,  expressed  a 
hope,  in  reply,  “that  Mr.  Swartwout  would  con- 
sider that  a sum  as  a payment  to  that  extent  on  ac- 
count.of  the”  $201,000  due  the  United  States  then 
in  his  hands.  It  is  likewise  true  that,  being  inform- 
ed, on  the  2d  of  May  following,  by  the  successor  of 
Mr.  Swartwout,  that  the  $25,000  borrowed  of  the 
latter  had  been  repaid,  the  secretary,  under  date  of 
June  12,  expressed  himselfas  follows:  “The  duties 
refunded  under  old  protests  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  paid 
by  your  successor  out  of  the  money  he  retains  for 
his  indemnity.” 


It  is  not  clear,  from  any  evidence  attainable  by 
the  committee  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or 
any  other  treasury  officer,  what  moneys  were  re- 
funded by  Mr.  Swartwout’s  successor,  upon  the  be- 
fore named  claims.  But  it  is  manifest,  from  the 
correspondence,  that  the  sum  thus  in  effect  permit- 
ted to  be  drawn  a second  lime  from  the  public  mo- 
neys is  of  large  amount,  and  that  Mr.  Swartwout 
was  compelled  to  contribute  towards  it  a sum  only 
about  equal  to  $8,000.  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  a 
proceeding  more  strongly  characterised  by  the  ab- 
sence of  that  energy  and  vigilance  which  are  so  es- 
sential at  all  times  to  the  security  of  the  public 
treasury,  and  most  desirable  of  all  to  be  found  in  the 
head  of  the  financial  department  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

While  the  committee  entertain  the  opinion  that 
cases  Jf  defalcation  among  revenue  officers  may 
arise,  respecting  which  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  in  any  degree  in  fault, 
they  are  far  from  believing  that  cases  of  defalca- 
tions may  not  arise,  in  which  the  secretary  should 
be  regarded  as  alike  responsible  with  bis  subordi- 
nate accounting  officers.  A just  principle  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  advanced  upon  this  subject  by 
the  committee  of  the  bouse  of  representatives  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  trea- 
sury in  1801.  In  the  report  of  that  committee  it  is 
said:  “It  is  the  immediate  duty  of  the  comptroller 
to  superintend  the  ad  justing  of  the  public  accounts, 
and  to  direct  prosecutions  for  all  delinquencies  of 
officers  of  the  revenue,  and  for  debts  due  to  the 
United  States,  though  the  secretary,  in  virtue  of 
his  authority  as  superindendenl  of  the  collection  of 
the  revenue,  would  be  also  responsible  for  the  per- 
mission of  any  negligence  or  abuse  of  trust  in  the 
officers  of  the  revenue,  and  receivers  of  public  mo- 
ney, after  the  same  should  come  to  his  knowledge.” 
The  knowledge  of  Swartwout’s  defalcation  by  the 
superintendent  of  the  revenue,  and  to  each  account- 
ing officer  of  the  treasury,  cannot  surely  be  contro- 
verted after  the  period  when  it  was  known  that 
$201,000  had  been  retained  by  him  under  the  pre- 
tence of  refunding  protest  money,  and  that  he  had, 
notwithstanding,  so  neglected  and  refused  to  apply 
the  fund,  as  to  compel  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  to  satisfy  the  same  protests  from  its  separate 
and  subsequently  accruing  resources. 

The  committee  will  forbear  to  recapitulate  here 
the  extraordinary  submissiveness  and  want  of  en- 
ergy that  are  betrayed  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  bis  tolerance,  without  known  complaint 
made  to  the  executive,  of  the  retention  and  use  of 
the  public  money  collected  by  the  present  collec- 
tor at  New  York  for  duties  on  imports  against  and 
under  the  protests  of  merchants.  The  correspond- 
ence between  the  secretary  and  said  collector  on 
this  subject  has  been  already  incorporated  in  detail 
in  a prior  division  of  this  report,  relating  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  returns  of  the  collector,  and  need 
not  again  be  presented.  But  it  is  most  apparent, 
from  that  correspondence,  that  such  retention  and 
use  of  the  public  money  by  said  collector  is  not 
only  against  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  revenue  laws, 
but  also  against  the  solemn  opinions  ot  dirty  com- 
municated to  the  collector,  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  of  the  attorney  genera!  of  the  United 
States.  And  yet  the  collector. is  permitted  to  exe- 
cute tire  law  only  as  he  understands  it.  In  fact,  as 
well  as  in  example,  this  submission  of  the  higher  to 
the  subordinate  officers  charged  with  a clue  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  is  derogatory  of  the  government 
and  most  pernicious  to  the  public  interests.  It  is 
believed  to  constitute  an  imbecility  of  administra- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  secretary  that  calls  for  im- 
mediate correction,  whether  regard  be  had  to  the 
honor  of  the  government  or  to  the  security  of  the 
public  money. 

From  the  preceding  evidence,  the  committee  re- 
port as  established  facts: 

1st.  That,  of  late  years,  important  books  of  record, 
designed  to  contain  a condensed  statement  of  the 
accounts  and  liabilities  of  collectors  of  customs, 
weekly,  monthly  and  quarterly,  have  been  permit- 
ted to  fall  into  disuse  in  the  department  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  and  thereby  render  nugato- 
ry many  of  the  essential  checks  upon  the  defalca- 
tions of  that  class  of  officers,  arising  from  existing 
laws  and  treasury  regulations. 

2d.  The  negligence  and  failure  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  discharge  his  duty  as  the  head  of 
the  treasury  department,  charged  by  law  with  the 
superintendence  of  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
and  his  want  of  a correct  appreciation  of  the  before 
named  records  in  the  superintendence  of  the  collec- 
tion of  the  public  revenues,  and  the  consequent  ne- 
glect to  continue  and  complete  them,  are  just  y re- 
garded as  a primary  cause  of  the  escape  from  detec- 
tion, for  so  long  a period,  of  the  immense  defalca- 
tions of  the  late  collector  at  the  port  of  New  York. 
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3d.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  been 
wanting  in  a proper  discharge  of  his  duty  in  oliice, 
in  permitting  Samuel  Svvartwout,  late  collector  of 
New  York,  quietly  to  retain  the  sum  of  $"201,000, 
after  being  out  of  office,  under  pretext  of  indemni- 
fying himself  against  claims  oT  importers  for  duties 
paid  him  under  protest,  and  liable  by  him  to  be  re- 
funded, while  it  was  known  to  the  secretary,  with- 
in a few  weeks  thereafter,  that  said  Swartwout  was 
neglecting  to  refund  such  protest  money,  as  he 
claimed  to  do,  and  that  the  same  was  being  refund- 
ed, from  necessity,  out  of  other  accruing  resources 
of  the  government,  by  said  Svvartwout's  successor 
in  office. 

4th.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  been 
wanting  in  a proper  discharge  of  his  duty  in  office 
in  permitting  the  present  collector  at  New  York  to 
retain,  under  his  own  control,  and  subject  to  his 
own  use,  commingled  with  said  collector’s  private 
funds,  large  and  accumulating  sums  of  the  public 
money,  collected  for  duties  paid  under  protest,  and 
against  the  declared  opinion  of  said  secretary,  and 
the  declared  opinion  of  the  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States  on  the  subject;  also,  against  all  for- 
mer usages  of  the  department,  and  instead  ol  caus- 
ing the  same  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

PART  II. 

THE  DEFALCATIONS  OF  WILLIAM  M.  PRICE. 

The  extent  of  the  defalcations  of  Mr.  Price,  as 
district  attorney,  is  found  in  the  testimony  of  B.  F. 
Butler,  esq.  his  successorin  office,  to  be  $72,124  06; 
subject,  however,  in  all  probability,  to  some  offsets 
for  legal  services  not  yet  rendered  in  the  charges 
of  Mr.  Price. 

The  subjoined  extract  from  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Butler  presents  the  results  of  his  own  examination 
into  the  subject.  The  committee  is  unable  to 
comprehend,  however,  the  practicability  of  any 
concealment  by  any  district  attorney,  respecting 
suits  commenced,  or  suits  discontinued  by  payment 
or  otherwise,  from  the  knowledge  of  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury,  for  any  period  much  exceeding  the 
vacation  between  terms  of  the  district  and  cir- 
cuit courts  in  any  state,  provided  clerks  of  courts, 
marshals  and  collectors,  are  properly  held  up  to  a 
discharge  of  their  respective  duties  by  the  solicitor, 
and  provided  due  diligence  is  used  in  the  solicitor’s 
office  in  comparing  the  periodical  and  frequent  re- 
turns to  him  lequired  by  law  of  these  several  offi- 
cers. It  is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  here  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law  in  these  particulars,  and  the 
duties  of  the  solicitor  arisingtherefrom,  as  they  will 
be  understood  in  the  sequel. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  returns  actually  made 
by  Mr.  Price  were  untrue,  but  all  the  returns  re- 
quired by  law  to  be  made  were  not  made;  and  this 
fact  must  have  been  detected  in  each  case  at  the 
solicitor’s  office,  if  the  comparison  expressly  re- 
quired by  law,  of  returns  made  there,  had  been  made 
with  proper  care.  For  instance:  the  case  of  the 
United  Stales  vs.  Bancker,  particularized  by  Mr. 
Butler,  must  have  been  originally,  and  for  many 
terms,  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  the  so- 
licitor as  a suit  pending.  When  it  ceased  to  be 
pending,  it  ceased  to  be  certified,  of  course;  and 
then  due  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  solicitor  could 
have  detected  the  fact,  and  held  the  attorney  imme- 
diately accountable. 

The  discharge  of  Treadwell  in  18.35,  on  which 
Mr.  Price  received  $5,000,  was  made  on  terms 
prescribed  by  the  treasury  department;  and  it  is 
presumed  that  it  must,  ol  course,  have  been  con- 
ducted through  the  solicitor’s  office,  as  such  is  the 
requirement  of  law.  Is  it  possible  due  diligence 
on  the  part  of  the  solicitor  would  have  lost  sight  of 
an  order  upon  which  it  had  specially  directed  the 
receipt  of  so  large  a sum,  even  though  the  attorney 
had  neglected  to  report  upon  it? 

The  same  remarks  are  equally  applicable  to  each 
of  the  other  cases,  wherein  Mr.  Price  is  a defaulter, 
and  wherein  he  omitted  to  make  report  to  the  soli- 
citor. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Butler  says,  it  ap- 
pears that  in  January  and  February,  1837,  Mr. 
Price  received  $3,646  07,  and  in  May,  1837, 
$6,051  11,  on  custom  house  bonds,  no  part  of 
which  has  ever  been  paid. 

The  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  in  his  testimony, 
says:  “the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  during  the 
year  1837,  reported  two  hundred  and  forty-one 
bonds  put  in  suit  by  the  district  attorney.  On  a 
comparison  of  these  reports  with  the  returns  of  the 
district  attorney  of  bonds  put  in  suit,  so  as  to  ascer- 
tain the  legal  proceedings,  it  appeared  that  judg- 
ment had  been  entered  on  all  but  fifty-two  bonds; 
of  those  forty-four  came  within  the  provisions  of 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  19th  March,  1836, 
for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  fire,  and  the  suits 
thereon  were  accordingly  discontinued;  of  the  re- ' 


maining  eiirht,  seven  bonds  are  reported  as  put  in 
suit  on  the  25th  January,  1837,  and  one  on  the  Stll 
April,  1837.  On  these  eight  bonds,  the  clerk  does 
not  report  that  judgments  were  recovered  -by  the 
district  attorney,  who,  therefore,  remains  charged 
with  them.” 

Now,  if  the  money  received  by  Mr.  Price  in 
January,  February  and  May,  of  1837,  was  received 
on  any  of  these  last  named  eight  suits,  (as,  proba- 
bly, it  must  have  been,  inasmuch  as  the  solicitor 
says,  in  his  testimony,  all  the  bonds  reported  by  the 
collector  as  transferred  to  the  district  attorney  had 
been  reported  on  and  accounted  for  by  the  latter), 
it  i3  difficult  to  attribute  the  escape  of  Mr.  Price’s 
defalcations  for  these  sums  to  any  thing  but  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury. 
The  suits  having  been  once  reported  as  pending, 
certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  court,  must  have  been 
reported  as  pending,  certified  in  like  manner,  at 
each  successive  term  of  the  court;  or  omitted  alto- 
gether, because  settled,  or  otherwise,  in  the  attor- 
ney’s report.  The  law  requires  each  report  to  in- 
clude suits  pending  as  well  as  suits  concluded.  If 
they  were  reported  as  concluded,  vigilance  by  the 
solicitor  would  have  delected  the  fact,  and  held  the 
attorney  responsible  for  them  at  the  return  day  of 
the  execution;  if  not  reported  as  pending  or  con- 
cluded, vigilance  would  equally  soon  have  detected 
the  fact,  and  sought  an  explanation.  His  defalca- 
tion on  these  eight  suits,  and  the  want  of  informa- 
tion concerning  them  at  the  solicitor’s  office,  are 
attributable,  therefore,  to  a negligent  administration 
of  the  duties  of  that  office,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  and  find  no  apology  in  any  delect  of 
the  existing  laws. 

Extract  fron i the  testimony  of  13.  F.  Butler,  esq. 

Having  had  no  knowledge  or  information  of  Mr. 
Price’s  conduct  as  a receiver  of  public  moneys,  un- 
til since  his  departure  from  the  city  in  December 
last,  I am  notable  to  state  the  causes  which  led  to 
his  defalcation,  nor  have  I formed  any  decided 
opinion  on  that  subject;  but  1 have  become  ac- 
quainted, since  I have  been  in  office,  with  some 
circumstances  which  appear  to  have  enabled  him 
to  receive  and  retain  public  moneys,  without  being 
liable  to  be  called  to  a prompt  settlement  therefor, 
and  which  I regard  as  among  the  causes  that  led  to 
his  defalcation.  First,  and  principally,  by  the  cir- 
cular of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  dated  July  27, 
IS30,  district  attorneys  are  instructed,  whenever 
any  obligor  of  a custom  house  bond  shall  desire  to 
discharge  part,  or  the  whole,  of  his  debt  previous  to 
judgment,  to  request  him  to  pay  the  money  to  the 
collector  who  delivered  the  bond  for  suit,  taking 
from  him  and  handing  over  to  the  district  attorney 
pioper  receipts  therefor;  but  if,  instead  of  paying 
the  money  to  the  collector,  as  requested,  the  obligor 
makes  a tender  of  the  whole  amount  due  the  go- 
vernment to  the  district  attorney,  he  is  to  receive 
the  same,  and  forthwith  to  deposit?  it  in  bank  to 
the  credit  of  the  collector  who  delivered  the  bond 
for  suit;  or,  if  there  be  no  bank  near  in  which  go- 
vernment deposites  are  made,  to  pay  the  amount  to 
such  collector.  Pursuant  to  these  instructions,  I 
understand  that  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  predecessor  in 
office  of  Mr.  Price,  always  referred  persons  apply- 
ing to  pay  bonds  received  from  the  collector  of  this 
port,  to  the  collector’s  office;  and  that  Mr.  Price 
generally  pursued  the  same  course  until  some  time 
in  the  year  1837.  It  appears  from  his  registers, 
that,  in  the  winter  of  1836-’37,  he  received  pay- 
ment, in  several  instances,  on  bonds  in  suit  or  in 
judgment;  and  that,  in  the  spring  or  summer  of 
1837,  the  practice  of  receiving  payment  at  his  of- 
fice on  custom  house  bonds  delivered  to  him  for 
collection  became  a. settled  one.  In  this  way  pub- 
lic moneys,  to  a large  amount,  were  brought  into 
his  hands,  and  he  was  exposed  to  temptalions,  and 
they  to  hazards,  which  would  not  have  existed  had 
the  former  usage  been  kept  up,  especially  as  neither 
the  collector  nor  the  officers  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment could  generally  know,  except  from  Mr.  Price’s 
own  reports,  what  payments  were  made  to  him  on 
this  account.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  sum  for 
which  he  is  in  default  consists  of  moneys  received 
in-  this  way.  This  practice  also  enabled  him  to  re- 
tain moneys  in  his  hands  for  a considerable  time 
before  paying  them  over.  Several  ol'the  payments 
made  by  him  to  the  collector  during  the  year  1838, 
we're  after  a delay  of  one  or  two  mouths,  ami  I have 
found  one  case  in  which  he  held  $3,849  57  for  ten 
months. 

Secondly.  In  suiis  on  treasury  transcripts,  and 
in  litigated  cases  generally,  and  in  proceedings  of 
a special  nature,  the  treasury  officers  have  no 
means  of  knowing  officially,  except  from  the  report 
of  the  district  attorney,  what  moneys  are  received 
by  him.  This  enables  an  unfaithful  or  careless 
officer  to  retain  money  in  his  hands,  and  exposes 
them  to  loss.  Mr.  Price’s  defalcation  commenced 
with  cases  of  this  nature. 


Tile  first  instance  of  official  delinquency  which  I 
have  discovered,  was  in  not  paying  over  to  the  col- 
lector ol  Boston  any  part  of  the  sum  of  $ 2,51)0  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Price  on  the  17th  June,  1835.  from 
Evert  A.  Bancker,  assignee  of  Scoville  & Birbeck, 
against  whom  a chancery  suit  had  been  brought  for 
the  purpose  of  recoveiing  a balance  due  lo  the 
U n i ted  States  on  a custom  house  bond  executed  by 
Scoville  and  others.  This  chancery  suit  had  beeii 
pending  for  several  years,  and  the  officers  at  Boston 
had  no  knowledge  of  (lie  progress  made  in  it,  ex- 
cept from  tlie  communications  of  the  district  attor- 
ney. It  was  only  during  die  last  week  that  I 
ascertained  from  Mr.  Bancker  the  fact  of  the  above 
payment,  no  entry  of  it  being  found  in  the  register 
of  Mr.  Price;  ami  I have  reason  to  believe- that  it 
was  never  made  known  to  tiie  collector  of  Boston. 
On  tiie  7th  September,  1835,  Mr.  Price  received 
Irom  Ephraim  Treadwell,  of  this  city,  on  his  dis- 
charge as  an  insolvent  debtor,  pursuant  to  an  order 
ot  the  secretary  of  (lie  treasury,  the  sum  of  $5,000. 
This  money  was  not  paid  over,  nor  was  tile  fact  of 
its  payment,  nor  of  the  discharge  of  Treadwell, 
communicated  to  the  treasury  department.  In  Oc- 
tober of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Price  appears,  from  his 
register,  to  have  received  about  $1,066  in  two  chan- 
cery suits  then  pending,  in  which  the  United  States 
were  interested,  and  which  sum  has  never  been 
paid  over.  His  defalcation,  prior  to  December, 
1836,  according  to  (he  information  in  my  posses- 
sion, was  confined  almost  exclusively  to  die  sums 
above  mentioned.  In  December,  1836,  he  appears 
to  have  received  $1,228  97;  in  January  and  Fe- 
bruary, 1837,  $9,646  07;  and  in  May,  1837,  $6,051 
11,  on  custom  bouse  bonds,  no  part  of  which  has 
ever  been  paid  over.  This  increased  his  defalcation 
to  about  $25,000,  at  which  it  appears  to  have  re- 
mained until  after  the  1st  April,  1838;  between 
which  time  and  the  5th  day  of  December,  1838,  it 
was  extended  to  about  tiie  sura  of  $72,124  36, 
above  mentioned. 

I am  not  able  to  state  whether  or  not  Mr.  Price 

made  all  (he  returns  to  the  treasury  department  at 

Washington  required  by  his  duty  and  the  instruc- 
tions oi  the  solicitor;  but  I have  reason  to  believe 
that,  when  suits- were  commenced  on  bonds,  they 
were  generally  reported,  and  that  the  returns  of 
custom  house  bonds  in  suit  were  regularly  made  to 
the  solicitor  up  to  the  end  of  tiie  last  September 
term  of  the  district  court. 

But  there  is  a cause  auxiliary  to  (hat  of  ineffi- 
ciency or  negligence  in  the  administration  of  the 
department  oi  the  soiicitorof  the  treasury,  to  which 
are  ascribahle  the  incipient  impulses  of  Mr.  Price’s 
defalcation.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  pecuniary  ir- 
responsibility and  want  of  trustworthiness,  as  a pro- 
fessional mail,  atthe  time  of  his  appointment  to  tiie 
office  of  district  attorney  in  1834,  by  president  Jack- 
son,  as  also  at  tiie  time  of  his  reappointment  in 
1838,  bv  president  Van  Bureri.  These  characteris- 
tics of  Mr.  Price  appear  to  have  been  notorious  at 
each  period  of  his  appointment  in  the  community 
from  which  he  was  selected.  The  subjoined  proof 
establishes  tile  fact. 

Alexander  Hamilton,  a witness  called  by  Mr. 
Owens. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  4.  Did  you  know  William  M.  Price, 
late  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  and  his 
general  reputation  for  pecuniary  responsibility? 
VVhat  has  been  that  reputation  for  fifteen  years 
past?  J 

Answer.  I have  known  him  for  the  period  men- 
tioned, and  during  the  time  have  understood  him  to 
be  entirely  without  pecuniary  responsibility, 

Jlrenl  S.  He  Peysler,  formerly  weigher  in  the 
custom  house,  called  by  Mr.  Wise. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Harlan. 

Question  10.  Are  you  acquainted  with  William 
M.  Price,  late  district  attorney  of  the  United  Slates? 
If  yea,  please  state  whether  he  was  regarded,  be- 
fore and  alter  his  appointment,  as  a man  worthy  to 
be  intrusted  with  collection  of  large  sums  of  money? 

Answer.  I am  acquainted  with  William  M. 
Price,  late  district  attorney,  and  answer  tiie  ques- 
tion in  the  negative. 

Russell  H.  Nevins,  called  and  examined  by  Mr. 
Owens. 

Question  5.  What  was  tiie  reputation  of  Wm. 
M.  Price  for  pecuniary  responsibility  at  tiie  time 
of  liis  late  appointment  as  district  attorney  of  tiie 
United  States. 

Answer.  It  was,  in  my  estimation,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  best  ol'  my  knowledge,  the  general  opi- 
nion that  he  was  utterly  unworthy  of  any  pecu- 
niary credit.  1 have  known  Mr.  Price  upwards  of 
thirty  years. 

Question  6.  How  long  has  Mr.  Price  beenthu3 
regarded  in  this  community? 

Answer.  My  opinion  of  him  has  been  the  same 
for  the  last  twentyyears.  With  the  public,  he  may 
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have  gained  something  in  the  course  of  the  last  few 
years,  prior  to  his  late  departure. 

Question  7.  Do  you  say  that  Price’s  reputation 
had  improved  any  before  his  appointment  as  dis- 
trict attorney  of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Gorham  A.  Worth,  cashier  of  the  City  bank  of 
New  York. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  4.  Were  you  acquainted  with  William 
M.  Price,  late  district  attorney  of  the  United  States? 
If  yea,  what  was  his  general  reputation  for  pecuniary- 
responsibility  prior  to,  and  at  the  time  of,  his  late 
appointment  as  district  attorney?  Was  Mr.  Price 
regarded  in  this  community  as  trustworthy  in  pecu- 
niary matters? 

Answer.  I was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Win.  M. 
Price.  My  impression  is,  that  Mr.  Price’s  respon- 
sibility, in  a pecuniary  point  of  view,  was  very 
light.  Prior  to  his  appointment  as  district  attorney, 
his  name  would  have  had  no  weight  in  bank. 

Question  5.  Was  Mr.  Price’s  reputation  such 
that  you  would  have  felt  justified  in  intrusting  him 
with  the  collection  and  receipt  of  money  for  the 
City  bank,  prior  to  and  at  the  time  of  his  late  ap- 
pointment as  district  attorney  of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  I was  not  at  the  time  alluded  to,  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  Mr.  Price  to  have  done  so 
without  first  making  the  necessary  inquiries. 

Question  6.  Was  it  not  notorious  in  the  com- 
munity at  the  time  of  Mr.  Price’s  appointment  as 
district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  and  before  that 
time,  that  he  was  regardless  of  pecuniary  obliga- 
tions? 

Answer.  1 have  no  distinct  knowledge  that  will 
authorise  me  to  answer  that  question.  How  Mr. 
Price  may  have  stood  in  pecuniary  matters  with 
others  I know  not. 

Question  7.  You  are  asked  concerning  the  com- 
mon report,  th e general  reputation,  in  respect  to  Mr. 
Price,  and  not  concerning  your  own  knowledge  of 
him.  Would  you,  (if  it  had  been  within  the  scope 
of  your  duties  as  cashier  of  the  City  bank,)  relying 
upon  the  general  reputation  of  Mr.  Price,  at  the 
time  above  alluded  to,  have  intrusted  him. with  the 
collection  and  receipt  of  any  considerable  sum  of 
money  for  your  bank? 

Answer.  No. 

James  B.  Murray,  late  president  of  the  Morris 
canal  company,  called  by  Mr.  Owens. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  5.  Were  you  acquainted  with  William 
M.  Price,  late  district  attorney  of  the  United  States? 
If  yea,  how  long?  Was  Mr.  Price  prior  to,  and  at 
the  time  of,  his  late  appointment  to  said  office,  re- 
garded in  this  community  as  worthy  of  confidence 
in  pecuniary  matters? 

Answer.  I have  been  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Price  for  thirty  years,  and  have  never  known  him 
to  be  considered  as  of  much  pecuniary  responsibili- 
ty prior  to  his  being  appointed  district  attorney. 

Question  6.  Would  you,  as  a merchant,  have 
regarded  it  as  safe  and  prudent  to  place  demands  in 
his  hands  for  collection,  when,  in  the  course  of  bu- 
siness, the  money  to  any  considerable  amount 
would  have  passed  into  his  hands. 

Answer.  I should  never  have  employed  Mr. 
Price  to  have  collected  any  demand  for  me  involv- 
ing the  necessity  of  a large  sum  of  money  passing 
through  his  hands. 

George  Griswold,  merchant,  called  by  Mr.  Owns. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  2.  Were  you  acquainted  with  William 
M.  Price,  late  district  attorney  of  the  United  States? 
If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him,  and  what 
was  his  reputation  in  this  community  for  pecuniary 
responsibility  at  the  time  of,  and  prior  to,  his  ap- 
pointment to  said  office? 

Answer.  I think  I have  been  acquainted  with 
him  for  about  fifteen  years:  I should  think  he  had 
as  little  reputation  for  pecuniary  responsibility  as 
any  man  you  could  find.  I should  say  his  reputa- 
tion was  decidedly  bad;  I never  saw  the  day  when 
I would  trust  him  with  two  hundred  dollars. 

Question  3.  Was  Mr.  Price’s  reputation  such 
at  the  time  of  his  late  appointment,  in  this  commu- 
nity, that  you  should  have  regarded  it  safe  and  pru- 
dent to  intrust  him  with  the  collection  and  receipt 
of  any  considerable  sum  of  money? 

Answer.  Certainly  not. 

Jonathan  Goodhue,  merchant,  called  by  Mr.  Ow- 
ens. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  3.  Were  you  acquainted  with  William 
M.  Price,  late  district  attorney  of  New  York?  If 
yea,  what  was  his  reputation  for  pecuniary  respon- 
sibility at  the  time  and  prior  to  his  appointment  to 
said  office?  You  are  not  asked  for  your  own  know- 
ledge, but  ol  the  general  report  in  this  community, 
concerning  Mr.  Price’s  pecuniary  responsibility. 


Answer.  I have  known  Mr.  Price  for  many 
years,  but  not  in  the  way  of  meeting  him  frequent- 
ly. From  what  I understood  of  his  business  in  his 
profession,  and  of  his  inheritance  from  his  father’s 
estate,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  ofhis  habits  of  expen- 
diture, I did  not  suppose  his  pecuniary  responsibi- 
lity was  of  much  account,  if,  indeed,  of  any. 

Question  4.  From  what  you  knew  of  Mr.  Price, 
ana  his  general  character  in  the  community,  would 
you  have  considered  it  prudent,  at  any  time,  to  in- 
trust him  with  the  collection  of  notes  or  bonds,  to 
any  considerable  amount,  if  the  money  was  to  pass 
into  his  own  hands? 

Answer.  I should  not  have  considered  it  pru- 
dent to  do  so. 

John  Ward,  broker,  called  by  Mr.  Owens. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  8.  Were  you  acquainted  with  William 
M.  Price,  late  district  attorney  of  the  United  States? 
If  yea,  how  long  have  you  known  him?  What  was 
hjs  reputation  for  pecuniary  responsibility  at  the 
time  of  and  prior  to  his  appointment  to  said  office? 

Answer.  A slight  acquaintance  for  a year  or 
two  past.  He  was  generally  considered  without 
pecuniary  responsibility. 

Question  9.  Have  you,  or  not,  known  his  gene- 
ral reputation  lor  a longer  period,  and  for  many 
years  past? 

Answer.  I consider  his  general  reputation  has 
been  exceptionable  for  many  years,  and  I have 
known  it  lor  many  years. 

Question  10.  Would  you,  as  a broker  and  man 
of  business,  have  regarded  it  safe  and  prudent  to 
have  intrusted  Mr.  Price  with  the  collection  and 
receipt  of  any  considerable  sum  of  money?  . 

Answer.  I should  not. 

David  Clarkson,  president  of  the  Brooklyn  (late 
deposite)  bank. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Curtis. 

Question  I.  Were  you  acquainted  with  William 
M.  Price,  late  district  attorney  of  the  United  States? 
and  how  long  have  you  known  him? 

Answer.  For  many  years. 

Question  2.  For  the  last  ten  years,  or  prior  to 
and  at  the  time  ol'  his  taking  said  office,  what  was 
his  reputation  in  this  community  fur  fidelity  and 
responsibility  in  pecuniary  transactions?  Would 
you  have  deemed  it  safe  and  prudent  to  intrust  him 
with  your  business,  if  your  money  were  conse- 
quently to  pass  into  h;s  hands? 

Answer.  Since  I have  known  him  1 have  bpen, 
myself,  unfavorably  impressed  as  to  his  standing; 
and  his  pecuniary  responsibility  such  that  I should 
have  considered  my  property  insecure  in  his  hands. 

While  it  is  not  deemed  by  the  committee  within 
the  scope  of  its  legitimate  province  to  investigate 
the  causes  “which  have  distuibed  the  rightful 
courseof  appointment,  and  have  placed  or  conti- 
nued power  in  unfaithful  or  incompetent  hands,” 
the  conviction  is  irresistible,  that,  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Price,  as  well  as  in  that  of  Mr.  Swartwout, 
they  have  resulted  in  immense  losses  of  the  public 
money,  alike  disreputable  to  the  government  and 
demoralizing  to  the  country.  And,  from  the  testi- 
mony in  the  case,  the  committee  find  the  following 
facts  established: 

1st.  That  William  M.  Price,  as  district  attorney, 
is  a defaulter  to  the  government  in  a large  amount. 

2d.  That  his  defalcations  are  attributable  to  the 
notorious  irresponsibility  and  want  of  character  of 
said  Price  at  the  periods  ofhis  appointment  and  re- 
appointment, and  during  his  entire  terms  of  office; 
and  to  the  continued  neglect  of  the  proper  and  effi- 
cient discharge  of  duties  at  the  office  of  the  solici- 
tor of  the  treasury,  by  the  late  and  present  incum- 
bents of  that  office. 

PART  III. 

THE  CORRECTNESS  OF  THE  RETURNS  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN 

MADE  BY  THE  PRESENT  COLLECTOR  AND  NAVAL  OFFI- 
CER OF  THE  PORT  OF  NEW  YORK,  RESPECTIVELY. 

So  far  as  this  inquiry  related  to  the  returns  of  the 
naval  officer,  no  impediment  was  started  or  en- 
countered from  any  source.  And,  considering  that 
nearly  two  thirds  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the  go- 
vernment passes  into  the  hands  of  the  collector  of 
this  port;  and  considering  the  natural,  and  by  no 
means  unworthy,  distrust  that  has  of  late  pervaded, 
and  still  pervades,  the  public  mind  in  relation  to 
the  safety  and  proper  disposition  of  so  large  a por- 
tion of  the  government  funds  as  are  managed,  while 
in  transitu  to  the  treasury,  by  him;  and  considering, 
more  especially,  how  free  and  well  prepared,  as  a 
general  rule,  every  officer  intrusted  with  the  deli- 
cate task  of  conducting  the  money  concerns  of  the 
people  should  be  to  lay  bare  to  the  public  gaze,  at 
any  time  when  called  upon  for  the  purpose  by  even 
the  semblance  of  competent  authority,  if  all  is  as  it 
should  be  in  the  department  of  such  officer;  the 
committee  regret  extremely  that  they  were  not 
equally  successful  in  pursuing  their  inquiry  into 


the  correctness  of  the  returns  which  have  been 
made  by  this  collector,  as  into  those  of  the  naval 
officer.  But  they  feel  constrained  to  say,  that,  on 
the  part  of  the  collector,  there  was  a sensitiveness 
manifested  upon  the  subject  of  their  inquiry  wholly 
incompatible  with  the  high  bearing  that  ordinarily 
characterises  pure  dictates  and  conscious  integrity, 
and  wholly  at  variance  with  the  obligations  of  duty 
imposed  upon  him  by  his  station.  The  hope  is  in- 
dulged, however,  that,  in  this  case,  it  may  have 
proceeded  only  from  the  petulancy  and  vanity  some- 
times incident  to  the  possession  of  “brief  authori- 
ty;” although  it  would  be  claiming  too  liberal  an 
exercise  of  charitable  feeling  to  require  the  com- 
mittee to  yield,  without  qualification,  to  such  a 
conviction.  The  inquiry  reached  far  enough  to  en- 
able them  to  pronounce  definitively  that  the  returns 
of  the  collector,  in  relation  to  the  public  money  re- 
ceived by  him,  if  true  in  their  details,  have  not  been 
made  in  details  according  to  the  requirements  which 
should  be  enjoined  upon  him  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  in  whom  is  vested,  by  existing  laws, 
the  absolute  superintendence  of  the  collection  of 
the  public  revenue,  nor  have  they  been  what  the 
safety  of  the  treasury  demands. 

But,  being  desirous  of  presenting  the  case  of  this 
collector  to  the  house  and  country  in  the  precise 
light  in  which  they  reached  and  viewed  it,  the  com- 
mittee will  adhere  closely  to  the  order  and  to  the 
facts  in  which  it  stands  upon  their  journal. 

The  committee  being  in  session  at  New  York, 
apprized  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  collector,  of  the  fact;  and 
furnished  him  a copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  house 
under  which  the  committee  were  proceeding. 

On  the  26th  of  January  the  following  resolution 
was  passed  in  committee  without  a division,  and 
communicated  by  the  chairman  to  the  collector,  to 
wit: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson, 

Resolved,  That  the  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  district  of  New  York  be  required  to  place  be- 
fore this  committee  the  book  containing  a copy  of 
all  letters  to  and.  from  the  treasury  department  of  the 
United  States  since  the  first  of  January,  1837;  also 
his  book  containing  the  record  of  all  orders  and  in- 
structions from  that  department  since  the  first  of 
January,  1837. 

To  which  resolution  the  following  answer  was 
received  from  the  collector: 

Custom  house,  collector’s  office. 

New  York.  January  26,  1S39. 

Sm:  I have  this  moment  received  your  commu- 
nication of  tliis  day,  covering  a resolution  in  the 
following  words: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson, 

“Resolved,  That  the  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  district  of  New  York  be  required  to  place  be- 
fore this  committee  the  book  containing  a copy  of 
all  letters  to  and  from  the  treasury  department  of 
the  United  States  since  the  1st  of  January,  1S37; 
also  his  book  containing  the  record  of  all  orders 
and  instructions  from  that  department  since  the  1st 
of  January,  1837.” 

I now  send  you  two  letter-books,  which  I am 
informed  by  the  only  clerk  now  in  this  office  during 
the  time  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  that  had  any  especial 
charge  .of  the  correspondence;  which  two  books 
contain  “the  letters  to  and  from  the  treasury  de- 
partment of  the  United  States  since,  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1837,”  up  to  the  time  Mr.  Swartwout  went  out 
of  office. 

I also  send  you  a book  of  circulars,  which  the 
same  clerk  informs  me  is  the  only  one  he  knows 
of.  I am  not  aware  of  any  others. 

If  I have  not  interpreted  the  resolution  correctly, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me.  Very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOYT,  collector. 

Hon.  James  Harlan,  chairman,  §c. 

The  foregoing  reply  of  the  collector,  arid  its  ac- 
companiments, bore  upon  its  face  a designed  re- 
striction of  the  call  made  upon  him  to  the  letters, 
orders  and  instructions  that  had  passed  between 
the  treasury  department  arid  the  late  collector,  Mr. 
Swartwout,  and  embraced  none  of  a subsequent 
date,  or  to  which  the  present  collector  was  a party, 
although  the  only  legitimate  construction  of  which 
the  call  was  susceptible  embraced  the  latter  as  well 
as  the  former.  Believing  the  documents  withheld 
in  this  manner  to  be  essential  to  the  investigation, 
Mr.  Dawson  moved,  on  the  28th  of  January,  the 
following  resolution  in  committee: 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  collector,  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  this  committee  with  all  letters  to 
and  from  the  treasury  department  and  the  collector 
of  the  customs  at  New  York;  and  also  all  orders 
and  instructions  from  the  treasury  department  to 
said  collector  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1837, 
up  to  the  present  day;  and  the  answers  of  paid  col- 
lector, if  any,  to  said  orders  and  instructions,  not 
already  furnished  to  this  committee. 
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Mr.  Owens  moved  the  following  amendment: 
“Provided  the  said  letters,  orders  and  instruc- 
tions, have  reference  to  the  late  defalcations  em- 
braced in  the  inquiry  of  this  committee.” 

On  this  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered, on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Owens,  and  decided  in 
the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3. 
Nays — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith,  Wise — 6. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  original  reso- 
lution; and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  YVagener,  the  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith,  Wise — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3. 

At  the  evening  session  of  the  same  day,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  fiom  the  collector  was  received,  and 
read  in  committee: 

Custom  house,  collector's  office, 

New  York,  January  28,  1S39. 
Sir:  I received  your  note  at  haLf  past  1 P.  M. 
this  day,  covering  a resolution,  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  viz: 

‘■‘Resolved,  That  Mr..  Hoyt,  the  collector,  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  this  committee  with  all  letters  to 
and  from  the  treasury  department  arid  the  collector 
of  the  customs  at  New  York,  and  also  all  orders 
and  instructions  from  the  treasury  department  to 
said  collector  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1837, 
up  to  the  present  day;  and  the  answers,  if  any,  to 
said  orders  and  instructions,  not  already  furnished 
to  this  committe. 

“A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

“P.  R.  FENDALL,  clerk.” 

In  reply  to  that  resolution,  I have  to  remark, 
that  I am  a public  agent,  responsible  to  the  lavs', 
which  J recognise  as  my  superior,  to  the  same  ex- 
tent as  the  committee  are;  and  I have  no  right  to 
exceed  the  authority  delegated  to  me,  any  more 
that  [than]  the  committee  have  to  exceed  that  de- 
legated to  it. 

It  is  a rule  I have  observed  since  I have  occupied 
the  responsible  station  1 now  do,  in  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  performance  of  official  duty,  to 
look  into  the  authority  of  all  persons  asking  for  my 
official  action,  to  see  upon  what  authoritythat  ac- 
tion is  demanded  or  requested.  In  pursuance  of 
this  principle,  with  which  the  committee  must  be 
familiar,  I have  looked  into  the  “copies  of  certain 
proceedings  of  the  house  of  representatives,”  fur- 
nished to  me  on  the  23th  instant,  by  order  of  the 
committee;  and  I there  find,  after  a recital  of  the 
defalcation  of  the  late  collector  of  New  York,  that 
the  committee  are  authorised  to  inquire  “into  the 
causes  and  extent  of  the  late  defalcations  of  the 
custom  house  at  New  York  and  other  places,  the 
length  of  Ji me  they  have  existed,  the  correctness 
of  the  returns  which  have  been  made  by  the  col- 
lectors, naval  and  other  officers,  and  the  deposite 
banks  respectively,  and  all  such  facts  connected 
with  the  said  defalcations  as  may  be  deemed  mate- 
rial to  develop  their  true  character.”  “That  the 
said  committee  be  required  to  inquire  into  and 
make  report  of  any  defalcations  among  the  collec- 
tors, receivers  and  disbursers  of  the  public  mo- 
ney which  may  now  exist,  the  length  of  time  they 
have  existed,  and  the  causes  which  led  to  them.” 
This,  then,  being  the  authority  delegated  to  the 
committee,  it  becomes  necessary  to  inquire,  before 
I send  the  correspondence  of  the  collector’s  office 
of  this  port  with  the  treasury  department,  since  the 
1st  day  ot  January,  1837,  “to  the  present  day,”  to 
inquire  whether  the  committee,  or  any  of  its  mem- 
bers, charge  the  undersigned  with  being  a defaulter. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOYT,  collector. 

To  the  lion.  James  Harlan,  chairman,  8,-c. 

On  the  following  day,  January  29,  Mr.  Wise 
moved  in  committee  the  following  resolutions: 
Resolved,  That,  in  response  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Hoyt,  of  the  28th  instant,  the  chairman  be  instruct- 
ed to  call  upon  him  again  to  furnish  this  committee 
with  all  letters  not  heretofore  furnished,  from  the 
several  officers  of  the  treasury  department  to  the 
late  and  present  collector  at  New’  York,  and  from 
said  collectors  to  said  officers  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1837,  up  to  the 
17th  day  of  January,  1839;  and,  also,  with  all  orders 
and  instructions  from  said  officers  to  said  collectors, 
and  the  answers  of  said  collectors  thereto,  if  any, 
not  heretofore  furnished,  since  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1837,  up  to  the  17ih  day  of  January,  1839. 

And  it  further  resolved,  That  this  committee  can- 
not recognise  auy  authority  or  right  whatever,  in 
any  collector,  receiver  or  disburser  of  the  public 
money,  to  call  upon  “the  committee,”  or  “ any  of 
its  members ,”  to  prefer  or  to  disavow  a charge  of  his 
{‘being  ft  defaulter,”  befciejucll  officer  sends  “ the 


correspondence”  of  his  “office,”  when  required  under 
the  authority  of  the  house  of  representatives,  “to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,”  to  enable  its  commit- 
tee “to  inquire  into,  and  make  report  of  any  defal- 
cations among  collectors,  receivers  and  disbursers 
of  the  public  money  which  may  now  exist;”  nor 
can  this  committee,  or  “any  of  ils  members,”  report 
whether  Mr.  Hoyt  is,  or  is  not,  now,  a defaulter, 
until,  by  examination  of  the  “persons  and  papers,” 
for  which  it  has  sent  and  will  send,  it  shall  discover 
“who  are  the  defaulters;  the  amount  of  defalcations; 
the  length  of  time  they  have  existed;  and  the  causes 
which  led  to  them:”  and  when  the  committee  shall 
have  found  the  facts  embraced  by  these  inquiries,  or 
closed  its  investigation,  it  will  make  report  thereof 
to  the  house  of  representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith,  Wise — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3. 

On  the  30th  of  January  the  chairman  laid  before 
the  committee  the  following  letter  from  the  collec- 
tor: 

Custom  house,  collector’s  office, 

New  York,  January  29,  1839. 

Sir:  Your  letter,  covering  two  resolutions  passed 
by  the  select  committee  this  day,  came  to  me  at  half- 
past  one,  P.  M.;  but  the  pressure  of  current  official 
duties  was  such,  that  I had  not  the  opportunity  to 
make  a reply  in  time  to  lay  it  before  tile  committee 
previous  to  its  adjournment. 

I regret  that  the  committee  has  not  thought  pro- 
per to  reply,  explicitly,  to  the  inquiry  made  in  my 
letter  of  yesterday,  as  to  whether  it  intended  to 
charge  me  with  official  defalcation.  An  ansu'er  to 
that  inquiry  appeared  to  me  to  be  not  only  a mat- 
ter of  right,  but  also  one  which  it  was  my  duty  to 
institute,  inasmuch  as  I could  not  conceive  what 
connexion  that  portion  of  the  documents  called  for 
by  the  committee  which  relates  to  my  own  official 
conduct  could  have  with  the  defalcation  of  my  pre- 
decessor; nor  could  I see  any  cause  for  calling  for 
such  documents,  unless  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  extend  to  me  the  charge  of  delalca- 
tion.  But  though  an  explicit  answer  has  not  been 
given  to  my  inquiry,  I cannot  but  consider  the  se- 
cond resolution  passed  by  the  select  committee,  and 
enclosed  in  your  letter,  as  intimating,  at  least,  that 
the  committee  deem  it  necessary  to  inquire  into 
“the  collection  and  disbursement”  of  the  public 
moneys  by  me,  as  collector  of  this  port,  and  into  the 
accounts  appertaining  to  the  same;  and  that  they 
also  deem  it  possible  that  such  an  inquiry  may  show 
me  a defaulter.  Regarding  the  resolution  referred 
to  in  this  serious  aspect,  I feel  it  due  to  the  public 
service,  as  well  as  to  my  own  character  and  rights, 
to  call  on  the  select  committee,  as  I now  do,  to 
make  a full  and  thorough  investigation  into  my  ac- 
counts, before  leaving  this  city  to  the  end  that  it 
may  make  such  a report  in  the  matter  as  shall  either 
sustain  this  intimation,  or  remove  all  grounds  for 
the  injurious  suspicions  it  is  calculated  to  excite. 
The  justice  of  this  appeal  is  too  obvious  to  need 
comment,  and  I will  not  doubt  the  readiness  of  the 
committee  to  recognise  it;  although  I cannot  but 
question  the  accuracy  of  the  construction  which  the 
committee  has  given  to  its  powers,  under  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  house  of  representatives,  which  I can 
scarcely  think  were  intended  to  authorise  the  com- 
mittee-to  make  a sweeping  call  for  the  papers  ot  q 
public  officer,  against  whom  no  charge  of  defalca- 
tion is  preferred,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  he  is  not  a defaulter.  Yet,  such  is  my 
anxiety  to  give  every  facility  to  the  investigation  of 
my  accounts,  and  such  my  unwillingness  to  rest  for 
a moment  under  the  imputation  implied  in  the  re- 
solution oflhe  select  committee,  that  I shall  cheer- 
fully submit  to  it  all  the  official  correspondence  I 
have  held  with  the  treasury  department,  and  all 
books  and  papers  relating  to  the  receipt  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  money,  and  to  the  particu 
lars  and  state  of  the  accounts  during  the  period 
mentioned  in  the  resolution. 

It  will  also  give  me  pleasure  to  communicate, 
either  orally  or  in  writing,  any  other  information 
on  the  subject  which  may  be  in  my  power,  and 
which  the  committee  may  wish  me  to  lay  before  it. 

I shall,  therefore,  immediately  proceed  to  select 
all  the  letters,  orders  and  instructions,  received 
from  the  treasury  department,  within  the  period  re- 
ferred, relating  to  the  receipt  and  disbursement  of 
the  public  moneys,  and  the  state  of  the  accounts; 
and  will  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  same  to  the 
select  committee  as  soon  and  as  fast  as  schedules 
thereof  can  be  prepared.  As  to  the  official  letters, 
on  the  same  subject,  written  by  me  to  the  depart- 
ment, the  originals  of  them  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  several  officers  to  whom  they  were  addressed, 
and  I am  therefore  unable  to  send  them,  as  request- 


ed in  the  resolution;  but  I shall  be  enabled  to  lay 
copies  thereof  before  the  committee,  if  copies  will 
be  received,  and  are  desired.  Such  copies,  if  called 
for,  will  be  furnished  as  speedily  as  expert  copyists 
can  prepare  them. 

I have  already  communicated  to  the  select  com- 
mittee all  the  correspondence  of  my  predecessor  in 
office,  on  the  subject  referred  to,  which  the  com- 
mittee has  called  for,  so  far  as  I know  of  its  exist- 
ence. Very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOYT,  collector. 

Hon.  James  Harlan,  chairman,  fyc. 

Also,  on  the  same  day  the  chairman  laid  before 
the  committee  the  following  letter  from  the  collec- 
tor: 

Custom  house,  collector’s  office, 

New  York,  January  30,  1839. 

Sir.:  In  pursuance  of  the  promise  made  in  my 
communication  of  yesterday,  to  the  select  commit- 
tee, concerning  my  correspondence  with  the  trea- 
sury department,  I now  send  to  the  committee  the 
official  letters  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to 
the  undersigned,  as  per  schedule  A,  hereto  an- 
nexed. 

I also  send  the  letters  from  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  as  per  schedule  B. 

I also  send  the  letters  from  the  first  auditor  of  the 
treasury,  as  per  schedule  C. 

I also  send  the  letters  from  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  as  per  schedule  D. 

I also  send  the  letters  from  the  first  auditor  of  the 
treasury,  as  per  schedule  E. 

1 also  send  the  letters  from  the  first  comptroller 
of  the  treasury,  as  per  schedule  F. 

I also  send  a book,  labelled  “circulars  fiom  the 
comptroller  and  secretary  of  the  treasury.”  The 
clerk  whose  duty  it  was  to  arrange  that  book,  I re- 
gret to  say,  has  not  put  the  circulars  in  the  book  in 
the  order  in  which  they  bear  date;  and  there  may 
be  some  in  manuscript  not  in  that  book,  but  in  the 
letters  transmitted. 

I have  made  a hurried  selection  of  the  letters  I 
now  transmit,  from  my  desire  to  comply  promptly 
with  my  undertaking;  and  it  is  therefore  possible  I 
may  have  omitted  some,  which  I will  send  here- 
after if  I discover  that  any  have  been  omitted. 

To  avoid  the  contingency  of  a loss  of  any  of  the 
letters,  I would  respectfully  request  that  you  would 
permit  the  clerk  of  the  select  committee  to  com- 
pare them,  and  indicate  to  me  whether  the  letters 
correspond  with  the  schedules.  Very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  J.  HOYT,  collector. 

P.  S.  In  the  heading  of  this  communication  I 
have  stated  “schedules  annexed;”  I have  put  the 
schedules  on  the  top  of  each  separate  file  of  letters. 

J.  HOYT. 

Hon.  James  Harlan,  chairman,  &c. 

The  evasive  responses  thus  made  by  the  collec- 
tor to  the  calls  of  the  committee,  partaking  of  a 
species  of  special  pleading  quite  out  of  place'in  the 
intercourse  of  public  agents,  however  suited  to  some 
other  forum,  and  studiously  withholding  thereby 
all  records  by  which  fhe  correctness  of  his  own 
proceedings  in  the  returns  he  had  made  while  in 
office  conid  be  tested;  and  especially  the  disposi- 
tion of  mind  indicated  in  (lie  quasi  apology  put 
forth  in  his  letter  of  the  29th  of  January,  for  not 
communicating  his  own  official  letters  to  the  officers 
of  the  treasury  department,  viz:  that  “the  originals 
of  them  are  in  the  possession  of  the  several  officers  to 
u-hom  they  were  addressed,  and  I am  therefore  unable 
to  send  them  as  requested,  <§-c.  but  u-ovld  send  copies  if 
desired,”  &c.  precluded  the  hope  of  obtaining  from 
that  quarter  any  thing  like  satisfactory  information 
respecting  his  returns  and  the  basis  of  them,  with- 
out recourse  to  something  of  more  binding  solemnly 
than  respectful  calls  in  the  shape  of  resolutions,  and 
probably  not  without  recourse  to  the  testimony  of 
others.  No  more,  consequently,  was  obtained  from 
the  collector,  except  by  making  him  a witness,  and 
examining  him  under  oath,  which,  at  a subsequent 
and  proper  stage  of  the  investigation,  was  done. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  Mr.  David  S.  Lyon,  for- 
merly a deputy  collector  at  New  York,  was  under 
examination  as  a witness,  and  information  was 
sought  of  him  respecting  the  amount  of  money 
which  had  been  received  under  protests  by  the  col- 
lector. This  part  of  the  proceeding  is  extracted 
from  the  journal  of  the  committee,  in  the  order  of 
its  occurrence,  as  follows: 

Question  3.  What  is  the  total  amount  of  money 
received  into  the  possession  of  Jesse  Hoyt,  as  col- 
lector, or  individually,  under  protest,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  his  official  term  to  this  day? 

Mr.  Owens  objected  to  the  3d  interrogatory. 

Mr.  Foster  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question,  shall  the  interrogatory  be  propounded? 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  (he 
affirmative. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith,  Wise— 6. 
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Nays — Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3. 

The  3d  interrogatory  was  then  propounded,  and 
the  witness  gave  to  it  the  following 

Answer.  I do  not  know  what  amount  of  money 
Jesse  Hoyt  has  received  as  collector,  or  invidually, 
under  protest;  but  I do  know  that  large  amounts  have 
been  paid  him,  and  that  he  has  required  such  mo- 
ney to  be  paid  him  as  duties  upon  goods,  wares 
and  merchandise,  which  the  importers  claimed  to 
be  exempt  from  duty.  I should  suppose  that  he 
has  received  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  I 
have  personally  paid  him,  as  agent  of  importers, 
about  thirty  thousand  dollars.  He  demands  this 
money  as  collector,  and  withholds  the  goods  as  col- 
lector until  his  demand  is  complied  with.  I believe 
the  moneys  thus  received,  under  protest,  are  not  en- 
tered in  the  cash  book,  nor  put  in  the  hands  of  the 
cashier,  and  that  they  do  not  enter  into  his  account 
of  public  moneys  with  the  treasury  department;  but 
that  he  keep  - the  vouchers  in  his  private  possession, 
and  keeps  [he  money  in  his  individual  capacity. 

I have  received  the  individual  checks  of  Mr. 
Hoyt  upon  the  City  bank,  in  cases  where  he  has 
returned  duties  paid  under  protest, and  have  receiv- 
ed his  official  receipt  for  money  paid  him  under 
protest.  See  a copy  of  one,  viz: 

“Custom,  house,  N.  York , Jan.  22,  1S39. 

“Received  of  Mr.  Gay  Lassac  & Noel,  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  as  a deposite  to  secure  the  payment  of 
the  duty  on  merchandise,  imported  in  the  ship 
Charles  Carroll. 

“$500  “J.  HOYT,  collector. 

When  I paid  said  sum,  I received  the  receipt  of 
the  assistant  cashier,  Mr.  Bleecker,  in  the  usual 
way.  and  delivered  it  to  my  principal,  and  was  re- 
quested by  Mr.  Bleecker  to  return  it,  and  receive 
one  signed  by  Mr.  Hoyt,  saying  that  if  f held  his 
receipt,  he  was  responsible  for  money  held  by  Mr. 
Hoyt. 

Mr.  Lyon  having  intimated  that  he  was  in  bad 
health,  and  desired  to  be  retained  no  longer,  for 
the  present,  by  the  committee,  Mr.  Wise  moved 
that  lie  be  excused  from  the  further  attendance  to- 
day, and  that  he,  Mr.  Wise,  should  have  leave  to 
propound  the  interrogatories  herewith  presented, 
from  4 th  to  20lh,  inclusive,  and  that  the  witness  be 
permuted  to  retire  with  the  same,  and  to  return  his 
answers  when  completed,  subject  to  any  objection 
which  may  be  made  to  the  same. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Owens,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith,  Wise — 6. 

Nays— Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3. 

Mr.  Owens  moved  that  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  collector, 
be  furnished  by  the  clerk  with  copies  of  all  the  in- 
terrogatories and  answers  ol  David  S.  Lyon,  a.  wit- 
ness examined  in  this  investigation  as  far  as  he  has 
made  answer  to  them,  and  having  relation  to  the 
conduct  of  said  Jesse  Hoyt. 

This  motion  was  amended  by  the  committee  so 
as  to  read  as  follows,  and  then  adopted: 

“That  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  collector  of  New  York,  be 
forthwith  suinmond  as  a witness,  and  that,  before 
he  be  examined,  the  interrogatories  submitted  to 
David  S.  Lyon,  a witness  examined,  this  morning, 
and  his  answers  thereto,  be  read  to  him  if  desired, 
or  he  be  allowed  to  read  them,,  and  that  he. have 
liberty  to  attend  the  committee  during  the  exami- 
nation of  any  witness  who  may  be  called  upon  to 
testify  concerning  his  official  conduct.” 

Mr.  Hoyt  was  accordingly  siunmond,  and  forth- 
with appeared.  The  above  interrogatory  and  an 
swer  of  Mr.  Lyon  were  read  to  him;  and  from  this 
period,  onward,  Mr.  Hoyt  was  advised  of  all  testi- 
mony taken  in  committee  affecting  himself,  either 
directly  or  indirectly.  Fie  was,  moreover,  permit- 
ted to  have  witnesses  suinmond  and  interrogated 
by  himself,  all  whom  he  had  desired,  and  up  1o  the 
evening  of  the  7th  of  February.  And  not  only  was 
this  extent  of  liberality  shown  the  collector  by  the 
committee,  of  making  himself  a witness,  with  full 
opportunity  of  explaining  every  point  affecting 
himself  in  the  testimony  of  any  other  witness,  and 
of  having  called  any  and  every  witness  he  desired 
to  call  witli  tile  opportunity  of  examing  them  him- 
self; and,  also,  of  having  his  interrogatories  pro- 
pounded to  them  through  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  well  as  by  himself;  but  he  was  also  per- 
mitted tlie  extraordinary  ruse  of  interrogating 
himself,  and  of  answering  to  his  own  interrogatory, 
that  no  point  of  interest  to  himself  might  escape 
explanation; 

In  the  progress  of  the  examination  on  the  5th  of 
February,  of  Mr.  Hoyt,  relative  to  the  amount  of 
money  received  by  him  under  protest,  as  collector, 
and  his  mode  of  keeping  and  making  returns  of  it 
to  the  treasury  department,  it  was  discovered  that 
only  general  information  and  estimated  amounts 
were  attainable  from  him;  but  he  embodied  in  his 


testimony  a correspondence  which  he  had  entered 
into  about  seven  months  after  iiis  appointment  to 
office,  with  the  bank  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  up- 
on the  subject  of  keeping  and  paying  interest  for 
this  class  of  his  collections,  as  his  own  agent,  and 
not  as  the  agent  of  the  government.  The  following 
reply  of  the  bank  comprises  the  correspondence  of 
Mr.  Hoyt  with  it,  disclosed  at  this  time: 

Bank  of  the  Stale  of  N.  York,  Oct.  19,  1838. 

Dear  sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date,  addressed  to  the 
president  and  directors  of  this  bank. 

You  state  “I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving, 
at  various  times,  from  the  importers,  sums  of  mo- 
ney under  protest,  with  a notice  not  to  pay  it  over 
to  the  goveYnment,  as  suits  would  be  commenced 
to  recover  it  back. 

“In  such  cases  I have  not  passed  the  money  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  States,  but  have  held  it  as 
a trustee  for  the  use  of  such  parties  as  should  be 
adjudged  by  the  court  to  be  entitled  to  it. 

“In  case  of  suit  brought,  and  recovery  had,  inter- 
est would  also  be  recovered  irom  me  at  the  rate  of 
seven  per  cent,  per  annum. 

“Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  but  proper  that  1 
I should  so  dispose  of  the  money  as  to  derive  the  I 
same  interest  from  it  that  I should  be  compelled  to  ' 
pay,  provided  it  could  be  done  with  safety.  ' 

“The  account  I keep  at. your  bank  is  a large  one, 
and  the  money  1 receive  under  protest  forms  a part 
of  my  daily  deposite  with  your  institution. 

“1  shall  hereafter  make  a weekly  report,  on  Mon- 
day of  each  week,  to  the  treasury  department,  of 
the  amount  I so  hold  under  protest.  If  1 furnish 
you  with  a copy  of  that  report,  will  you  allow  me 
at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  interest  on  that  portion 
of  my  deposite  which  shall  appear  by  the  weekly 
report  to  be  held  by  me  under  protest?” 

I am  instructed  to  reply,  that  this  bank  will  ac- 
cede to  your  proposition  to  allow  you  legal  interest 
on  that  portion  of  your  deposite  which  shall  appear 
on  your  weekly  reports  to  be  held  by  you  under 
protest.  I have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

R.  WITHERS,  cashier. 

Jesse  Hoyt,  esq.  collector. 

In  continuing  the  examination  of  Mr.  Hoyt  on 
the  succeeding  day,  (February  6),  it  appeared  that 
both  prior  and  since  the  date  of  the  above  corres- 
pondence, (October  19,  1838),  he  had  employed 
iwo  banks  as  his  agents,  to  receive  on  deposite  pub- 
lic moneys  collected  by  him,  not  responsible  to  the 
government,  but  to  himself  only;  and  not  in  his  ca- 
pacity as  collector,  but  in  his  individual  capacity, 
in  the  bank  of  the  Slate  of  New  York  and  the  City 
bank.  He  then  disclosed  the  following  letters, 
which  had  passed  between  himself  and  these  two 
banks  prior  to  October,  and  not  alluded  to  in  the 
examination  of  the  previous  day: 

City  bank,  New  York,  Friday,  April  27,  1838. 

Dear  sir:  I have  understood  that  the  collector 
is  not  at  liberty  to  receive  the  notes  of  any  bank 
that  issues  bills  under  the  denomination  of  five  dol- 
lars; but  this  does  not  necessarily  debar  him  from 
keeping  an  account  with  any  sucli  bank. 

Forany  sum  orsumsof  money  which  thecollector 
now. has,  or  may  hereafter  have,  in  this  bank,  specie 
will  be  paid  if  required.  In  fact,  his  deposites  with 
us,  in  whatever  they  may  be  made,  will  be  consi- 
dered and  held  as  specie  deposites,  and  his  drafts 
paid  in  specie  or  otherwise,  at  the  option  of  the 
holder.  Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
G.  A.  WORTH,  cashier. 

Jesse  Hoyt,  esq.  collector. 

Custom  house.  New  York , June  12,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  deputed  the  bank  of  which  you  are 
cashier,  my  agent,  to  aid  me  in  safely  keeping  the 
public  moneys  which  come  into  my.  hands  by  vir- 
tue of  the  office  I hold.  I have  recently  received 
a circular  from  the  treasury  department,  under  date 
of  the  1st  instant,  a copy  of  which  I now  enclose 
you,  and  the  requirements  of  which  I expect,  as 
my  agent,  you  will  conform  to.  Yours.  &c. 

J.  HOYT,  collector. 

To  Reuben  Withers , esq.  cashier. 

Bank  of  the  State  of  N.  York,  June  12, 1838. 

Sir:  I am  authorised  by  the  board  of  directors  of 
this  institution  to  state  to  you,  that  for  all  deposites 
made  by  you  in  this  bank,  your  drafts  will  be  paid 
in  specie,  (if  required).  I am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

R.  WITHERS,  cashier. 

Jesse  Hoyt,  esq. 

Mr.  Hoyt’s  general  statements  and  estimates  of 
his  possession  and  keeping  of  the  public  moneys 
being  unsatisfactory,  the  cashiers  of  the  two  banks 
mentioned  were  summoned,  and  appeared  on  the 
6th,  although  not  finally  examined  then;  and  Mr. 
Hoyt  being  present,  had  knowledge  of  the 
fact.  The  examination  of  him  progressed  as  fol- 
lows: 


Question  12.  To  whom  has  the  7 per  cent,  inter- 
est been  paid  by  the  bank  or  banks,  lor  the  use  or 
deposite  of  the  money  under  protest,  as  yet? 

Answer.  No  interest  has  been  paid  as  yet  by  the 
bank  to  any  one,  as  this  witness  knows.  No  inter- 
est account  has  been  made  up  as  yet,  or  been  re- 
quired to  be  made  up. 

Question  13.  What  amount  of  bonds  has  been 
taken  by  you,  under  protest,  up  to  this  day? 

Answer.  Alter  the  difficulty  arose  under  the  cir- 
cular of  the  17th  of  August,  the  protests  became 
numerous,  and  I suggested  to  the  bond  clerk  to  open 
bond  books,  called  “protest  bond  books.”  The  ex- 
act time  that  this  direction  was  given,  witness  does 
not  recollect.  Prior  to  this  time,  the  bond  intended 
to  be  protested  was  generally  taken  out  of  the  or- 
dinary bond  book,  and  filed  away  with  the  entry, 
and  a memorandum  thereof  made  in  tire  bond  book, 
and  on  the  duplicate  entry  lodged  in  the  naval  of- 
fice. I have  directed  the  bond  clerk  to  make  up  the 
number  of  such  bonds  under  piotest,  in  answer  to 
the  interrogatory,  and  the  amount  thereof,  as  near 
as  practicable,  and  beg  to  annex  that  statement  to 
this  answer,  as  the  best  answer  that  can  be  given  to 
the  inquiry. 

Estimated  amount  of  bonds  taken  under  protest 
from  the  following  periods;  one-half  of  which  is 
payable  in  three  months;  the  other  halfin  six  months 
from  the  date  of  the  entry  of  vessels: 

1838.  From  April  1st,  to  Sept.  30th,  $43,182 

“ “ Oct.  1st,  to  Dec.  31st,  48,670 

1839.  January  2d,  to  February  6th,  54,260 


656  bonds,  amounting  to  $146,112 

W.  BLUXOME,  bond  clerk. 

February  6,  1839. 

Question  14.  What  amount  of  bonds  taken  by 
you  under  protest  has  been  paid  -up  to  this  day? 

Answer.  The  amount  of  money  held  by  me  un- 
der protest  up  to  the  close  of  business-  yesterday, 
was  $127,119  39;  what  amount  is  for  bonds  I can- 
not state,  without  a minute  examination,  for  the 
reason  that  a portion  of  that  sum  is  for  cash  duties, 
under  protest;  and  another  portion  is  for  bonds,  un- 
der protest.  I have  not  kept  a distinct  account  of 
the  sum  paid  for  cash  duties,  and  that  paid  for 
bonds.  The  annexed  statement  shows  the  amount 
of  the  weekly  returns  sent  to  the  department  of  the 
treasury,  and  lodged  with  the  hank  of  (he  state  of 
New  York,  and  also  the  account  held  by  me  prior 
to  the  circular  of  the  17th  of  August;  and  in  regard 
to  the  last  amount,  which  I estimated  from  memory 
last  evening,  I now  beg  to  correct  by  this  statement, 
made  out  by  the  clerk  who  has  charge  of  that  busi- 
ness. 

Amount  of  money  paid  under  protest: 


? 20th  Aug.  1838, 

$14,489  19 

e 20th  Oct.  “ 

40,698  75 

27th  “ 

41,266  53 

3d  Nov.  “ 

42,983  03 

10th  “ 

44,948  01 

I7th  “ 

46,756  37 

24th  “ 

51,489  78 

1st  Dec.  “ 

54,743  92 

. 8th  s*  “ 

55,388  59 

15th  “ 

62,436  09 

22d  “ 

73.134  S3 

31st  “ “ 

81,871  78 

5th  Jan.  1839, 

84,545  54 

12th  “ 

90.707  10 

19th  “ 

102,757  64 

26th  “ 

113,718  53 

2d  Feb.  “ 

124,443  95 

Question  15.  Has  any,  and  what  amount  of  mo- 
ney received  under  protest  been  returned  to  mer- 
chants. 

Answer.  It  appears  from  my  book,  kept  bv  the 
clerk  who  has  charge  of  that  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness, that  of  the  gross  amount  of  money  paid  under 
protest,  ttie  sum  of  $17,491  14  has  been  refunded, 
which  hook  contains  the  record  of  all  that  has  been 
received  and  refunded  under  piotest;  and  the  ba- 
lance, after  deducting  what  has  been  refunded,  is, 
as  before  stated,  the  sum  of  $127,119  39,  up  to  and 
including  the  5th  day  of  February,  1S39. 

Amount  refunded  up  to  20th  Oct.  1838,  $10,687  27 
“ 27th  “ “ 1,087  33 

“ 3d  Nov.  “ 844  68 

“ 10th  “ « 617  42 

“ 17th  “ “ 543,  34 

“ 24th  “ “ 334  97 

“ 1st  Dec.  “ 575  54 

“ 8th  “ “ 1,57.4  57 

“ 15th  “ « 467  62 

“ 22d  “ “ 210  79 

“ 31st  “ “ 334  66 

“ 12th  Jan.  1839,  159  12 

“ 19th  “ “ 53  82 


#17,491  14 
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Question  1G.  Has  any,  and  what  amount  re- 
ceived by  you  under  protest  been  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  My  correspondence  wrth  the  depart- 
ment on  this  subject  leaves  it  in  doubt  on  my  own 
mind  how  I am  to  consider  the  question  with  reler- 
ence  to  the  understanding  of  the  department.  I j 
have  frequently  stated  to  it  that  it  could  use  the 
money  in  its  own  way  and  form,  if  adequate  pro-  1 
tection  was  given  to  me.  In  answer  to  one  of  my 
letters,  the  secretary  wrote  me  under  date  of  22d 
of  December  last,  of  which  the  following  is  a copy. 

Treasury  department , Dec.  22,  1838. 

Sir:  As  heretofore  intimated  to  you,  the  opinion 
of  the  attorney  general  has  been  taken  upon  the 
subject  presented  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  Octo- 
ber last,  a copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted 
for  your  information. 

In  view  of  this  opinion,  1 would  suggest,  that  the 
moneys  held  by  you  on  account  of  duties  paid  un- 
der protest  by  the  parlies,  as  also  those  received  on 
account  of  cash  duties  not  ascertained  at  the  time, 
should  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer,  so 
that  they  can  be  drawn  for  as  needed;-  but  at  the 
bottom  of  each  weekly  return  the  amount  held  for 
each  of  these  objects  may  be  enumerated. 

By  this  course  no  difficulty  will  arise  till  con- 
gress legislate  on  the  subject,  as  they  have  been  re- 
quested to  do,  because  the  accruing  duties  will  al- 
ways be  enough  to  refund  from,  and  the  comp- 
troller or  myself  will  give  proper  directions  in  all 
cases  presented,  for  refunding  duties  which  have 
been  paid  under  protest. 

So  in  regard  to  duties  not  ascertained:  any  excess 
or  deficiency  can  be  regulated  afterwards,  when  the 
duties  shall  have  been  actually  ascertained,  until 
some  legal  provision  is  made  by  congress.  I am, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Jesse  Hoyt,  esq.  collector  of  the.  customs.  New  York. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  opinion  of  the 
attorney  general,  referred  to  in  said  letter: 

Attorney  general’s  office,  Dec.  19,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yours  of 
the  7th  instant,  in  which  you  state  that  “it  fre- 
quently happens,  especially  at  the  larger  ports  of 
entry,  on  the  importation  of  some  particular  de- 
scription of  goods,  that  the  importer  disputes  the 
duty,  to  which  the  collector,  acting  under  the  in- 
structions of  the  comptroller,  decides  the  articles  in 
question  to  be  liable  under  the  tariff  laws.  But, 
with  the  view  of  getting  possession  of  his  gobds,  the 
importer  pays  under  protest  the  amount  of  duty  de- 
manded by  the  collector,  and  at  the  same  time  gives 
that  officer  notice  not  to  pay  the  money  over  to  go- 
vernment, and  immediately  institules  a suit  against 
the  collector  to  recover  back  the  amount  so  paid.” 

“Under  these  circumstances,  the  following  ques- 
tion arises,  viz:  Can  a collector  legally  retain  in  his 
hands,  beyond  the  control  of  the  department,  and 
distinct  from  his  other  funds  arising  from  duties, 
moneys  so  received?” 

In  answer  to  this  question,  I would  say  that,  un- 
der the  laws  of  congress  in  relation  to  duties  on  im- 
ported articles,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  collector  to 
carry  into  execution  the  instructions  of  the  treasury 
department,  and  to  conform  his  acts  to  them.  If, 
in  doing  this,  he  shall  collect  more  money  than  the 
judiciary  shall  afterwards,  in  an  action  against  the 
collector  by  the  importer,  adjudge  to  have  been  due 
to  the  government,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  government  to  save  the  collector 
from  injury.  But  the  question  you  present  is  of 
a very  different  character.  It  is,  whether  the  col- 
lector has  the  legal  right  to  retain  the  money  so  re- 
ceived in  his  own  hands,  beyond  the  control  of  the 
department,  &c.  My  opinion  is,  that  no  such  right 
exists;  and  that  the  collector  should,  notwithstanding 
such  protest  and  suit  by  the  importer,  pay  over  to 
the  treasury  all  money  by  him  received  under  such 
circumstances,  as  though  no  protest  had  been  made 
or  suit  commenced. 

I ain  aware  that  it  may  be  said  that  this  course 
would  expose  the  collector  to  inconvenience  and 
loss.  The  force  of  this  suggestion  is  not  perceived. 
Now  the  collector  keeps  the  money  in  his  posses- 
sion until  the  controversy  is  decided  by  the  judi- 
ciary, and  then  pays  over  to  the  government  wffiat 
may  be  in  his  hands — that  is,  the  w’hole  collected  by 
him,  if  the  importer  has  failed  in  his  action;  or,  if 
the  importer  has  succeeded,  the  balance  which  may 
be  in  his  hands,  after  deducting  the  amount  of  the 
recovery  against  him.  My  impression  is,  that  the 
law  never  intended  that  money  collected  for  public 
purposes  should  be  held  by  individuals  to  await  the 
event  of  lawsuits.  If  the  money  be  paid  into  the 
treasury,  and  a judgment  be  fairly  obtained  against 
a collector  for  an  overcharge  of  duties,  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  government  promptly  to  discharge 
such  judgment  and  release  the  collector  from  its 
consequences. 


You  say  a similar  point  arises  under  the  follow- 
ing circumstances:  “On  an  importation  of  goods 
liable  to  cash  duties,  some  time  unavoidably  must 
elapse  before  the  duties  thereon  can  be  calculated, 
ami  the  exact  amount  payable  ascertained.  It  ap- 
pears 10  be  the  practice  in  such  cases,  to  receive 
from  the  importer  a sum  of  money  deemed  sufficient 
to  cover  the  amount  when  ascertained;  and  any  de- 
ficiency is  afterwards  made  up,  or  the  surplus  re- 
funded by  the  collector,  as  the  case  may  be.  These 
funds  the  collector  designates  as  money  taken  and 
held  for  unascertained  duties.” 

“The  same  question  as  the  foregoing  is  presented 
in  this  case.” 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  intention  of  those  who 
originally  framed  our  revenue  laws  was,  that  the 
duties  should  be  ascertained  and  paid,  where  cash 
duties  are  imposed,  before  the  goods  are  delivered 
to  the  owner.  But  it  is  understood  that  in  some 
ports  this  is  wholly  impracticable,  and  therefore  a 
departure  in  practice  from  the  idea  which  I have 
suggested  is  indispensable. 

This  state  of  things  could  not  have  been  foreseen 
by  those  who  originally  passed  the  acts  of  congress 
under  which  the  revenue  is  still  collected.  The 
vast  increase  of  the  commerce  ol  the  United  States, 
arid  its  concentration  at  particular  ports,  renders  that 
impracticable  which  at  an  early  period  could  be 
easily  effected.  If  the  law  cannot  be  executed  ac- 
cording to  its  letter  and  probable  intention,  on  ac- 
count of  the  altered  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the 
country,  congress  alone  can  supply  the  proper  re- 
medy. In  the  mean  time,  however,  until  congress 
shall  act,  such  treasury  regulations  should  be  adopt- 
ed and  enforced  as  will  best  secure  the  objects  of 
the  law.  It  could  never  have  been  the  intention  of 
congress  that  a collector  should  receive  money  for 
duties  under  a private  arrangement  with  Iheimpor- 
ter,  ami  keep  the  money  in  his  hands  until  it  was 
convenient  for  him  to  cause  the  amount  of  duties  to 
be  ascertained.  If  such  a practice  were  tolerated, 
it  might  be  the  interest  of  the  collector  to  postpone 
the  ascertainment  of  the  duties,  as,  in  the  mean  time, 
he  would  have  the  uncontrolled  use  of  the  money. 
It  would  also  increase  the  danger  of  faithlessness  in 
the  collector,  by  permitting  large  amounts  of  mo- 
ney to  remain  with  him,  and  under  his  individual 
control,  instead  of  being  in  the  treasury  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  tenor  and  spirit  of  all  our  revenue 
laws  seem  to  inculcate  the  idea  that  the  intention 
of  congress  has  at  all  times  been,  that  money  col- 
lected for  revenue  should  be  promptly  placed  in  the 
treasury,  and  not  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  collector.  Therefore,  in  any  regula- 
tions you  may  make  upon  this  subject,  that  object 
should  be  constantly  kept  in  view.  I am,  sir,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FELIX  GRUNDY. 

The  honorable  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  which  letter  of  the  secretary  I wrote  to  him 
on  the  24th  of  December  as  follows: 

New  York,  December  24,  1838. 

Sir:  I wrote  you  on  Saturday  in  relation  to  the 
form  of  keeping  the  account  of  cash  deposited  for. 
unascertained  duties;  since  which,  I have  you  re  of 
the  22d,  accompanied  by  a copy  of  the  opinion  of 
the  attorney  general  on  this  proposition,  as  well 
as  on  the  proposition  to  pay  over  the  money 
received  by  me  under  protest.  The  reasoning  of 
the  attorney  general  is  very  sound  on  both  points 
as  to  what  the  law  should  be;  and  would  be  en- 
tirely satisfactory  as  to  what  it  actually  was,  if 
the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  land  had  not 
decided  on  one  of  them  contrary  to  the  conclusion 
at  which  the  attorney  general  has  arrived.  He  does 
not  seem  to  have  adverted  at  all  to  the  decision  of 
the  supreme  court  in  the  case  of  Elliot  against 
Swartwout,  reported  in  10  Peters,  137,  where  the 
subject  was  discussed,  and  substantially  settled, 
that  the  collector  was  not  bound  to  pay  over  the 
money  to  the  government  when  he  had  received  no- 
tice not  to  do  it.  But  he  says,  what  is  very  true, 
that  “if  the  money  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  a 
judgment  be  fairly  obtained  against  a collector  for 
an  overcharge  of  duties,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
government  promptly  to  discharge  such  judgment, 
and  release  the  collector  from  its  consequences.” 
The  duty  of  the  government  is  one  thing;  the  man- 
ner of  discharging  that  duty  is  another"  and  differ- 
ent thing.  It  would  seem,  from  his  view,  that  a 
judgment  must  not  only  be  obtained  against  a col- 
lector, but  it  must  be  “fairly  obtained;”  and  of  this 
the  government  is  to  be  the  judge,  as  a preliminary 
step  to  the  performance  of  ar.  act  of  justice,  which 
every  one  who  has  had  any  experience  with  the 
action  of  our  government  knows  is  very  often  tardy. 
I do  not,  in  the  term  government,  as  used  by  me, 
mean  the  present  or  any  other  administration  or  that 
government,  for  the  one  is  but  the  agent  of  and 
subordinate  to  the  other. 


The  question  with  me  is,  whether,  under  the 
present  nervousness  of  collector’s  sureties,  I ouo-ht 
to  do  as  an  act  of  grace  to  the  government  what  the 
law  does  not  compel  rne  to  do.  That  the  law 
ought  to  be  as  the  attorney  general  seems  to  be  of 
opinion  that  it  is,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  But  should 
I,  who  am  already  borne  down  by  responsibilities  of 
all  kinds,  voluntarily  add  to  those  from  which  I 
cannot  escape,  at  the  risk  of  every  thing?  or  rather 
should  I not  look  to  the  language  of  the  court  in  the 
case  referred  to,  which  I find  to  be  thus? 

“Any  instructions  from  the  treasury  department 
could  not  change  the  law,  or  affect  the  righls  of  the 
plaintiff.  He  was  not  bound  to  take  and  adopt  that 
construction.  He  was  at  liberty  to  judge  lor  him- 
self, and  act  accordingly.  These  instructions  from 
the  treasury  seem  to  be  thrown  into  the  question  for 
the  purpose  of  showing,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the 
collector  acted  in  good  faith.  To  make  the  col- 
lector answerable  after  he  had  paid  over  the  mo- 
ney without  any  intimation  having  been  given  that 
the  duty  was  not  legally  charged,  cannot  be  sus- 
tained upon  any  sound  principles  of  policy  and  law. 
There  can  be  no  hardship  in  requiring  the  party  to 
give  notice  to  the  collector  that  he  considers  the  du- 
ty claimed  illegal,  and  put  him  on  his  guard,  by  re- 
quiring him  not  to  pay  over  the  money.  The  col- 
lector would  then  be  placed  in  a situation  to  claim 
an  indemnity  from  the  government.” 

This  “indemnity  from  the  government,”  alluded 
to  by  the  court,  comes  back  to  the  proposition  of 
the  attorney  general,  and  leaves  me  a supplicant  to 
the  justice  of  the  government,  without  the  power 
of  enforcing  any  claim.  I propose  w hen  I go  out 
ofoffice,  that  my  accounts  with  the  government 
shall  be  settled  in  one  hour  by  Shrewsbury,  or  some 
other  good  clock,  whether  that  going  out  be  by 
death,  removal  or  resignation;  and  whatever  money 
should  be  held  by  me  under  “protest,”  I should 
cause  to  be  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer, 
orr  the  government  engaging  to  satisfy  the  claims 
of  the  parties  protesting.  The  use  of  the  money, 
in  the  mean  time,  I will  give  you,  in  any  form  you 
choose  to  have  it  except  the  form  which  may  leave 
me  to  the  tender  mercies  of  congress,  or  to  any 
change  in  the  views  of  the  administration. 

I will  report  to  you  weekly  in  any  form  you  sug- 
gest. You  can  draw  for  it  in  like  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOYT,  collector. 

I also  received  from  the  comptroller  of  the  trea- 
sury, on  the  1st  instant,  a letter  bearing  date  the 
29th  of  January,  alluding  to  the  same  subject;  to 
which  I replied,  under  date  of  the  1st  inst.  by  letter 
in  the  following  words: 

Custom  house.  New  York,  February  1,  1839, 

Sir:  I have  your  communication  of  tile  29th 
January  last,  in  relation  to  the  form  of  keeping  the 
accounts. 

Since  the  1st  of  January,  the  money  deposited 
forunasicerlained  duties  has  bepn  passed  immediate- 
ly to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  has  formed 
a part  of  the  money  transferred  weekly  to  the  sepa- 
rate credit  of  the  treasurer;  all  of  which  has  been 
duly  notified  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the 
treasurer. 

I have  laid  yonrcommunication  before  the  cashier 
and  auditor,  and,  as  soon  as  we  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  conler  together,  we  wi  1 1 advise  you  of  the 
time  when  we  shall  be  able  to  prepare  our  books 
and  blank  forms  of  returns  to  meet  the  suggestion 
of  the  department. 

I write  now  to  say,  peremptorily,  that  I will  not 
pass  the  money  I receive  under  protest  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States  until  congress  makes  provision 
for  my  protection.  For  the  reasons  of  this  course, 
I beg  to  refer  you  to  my  former  communications  to 
tile  department  on  the  subject.  The  supreme  court 
of  the  United  S’ates  have  pronounced  on  the  ques- 
tion; and  it  is  due  to  the  public  service,  as  well  as 
to  the  officers  of  the  governin-  nt  and  the  merchants, 
to  have  the  question  definitively  settled.  If  I per- 
severe in  the  course  which  the  highest  judicial  tri- 
bunal of  the  land  has  sanctioned,  the  duty  of  con- 
gress to  interfere  is  the  more  striking,  and,  I should 
suppose,  could  not  but  lead  to  an  early  interference 
bv  congress. 

The  money,  as  the  department  has  been  advised, 
is  drawing  seven  per  cent,  interest.  The  fund  is 
fast  increasing,  and  will  continue  to  increase  until 
the  litigated  points  are  adjusted  by  congress. 

I will  not  venture  to  speak  of  the  delay  or  inat- 
tention to  the  public  business  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  because  it  would  not 
become  me  to  do  so;  but  if  any  other  class  of  pub- 
lic servants  managed  the  public  business  in  the  same 
w'ay,  I should  think  they  ought  to  be  dismissed  the 
service  incontinently.  Very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  J.  HOYT,  collector. 

To  J.  N.  Barker,  esq.  comptroller,  Sfc. 

[TO  EE  CONTINUED.] 
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A subject  for  antiquarians.  The  last  Little  Rock  (Ark.) 
Times,  contains  a letter  from  one  A.  M.  Sabine,  detail- 
ing the  particulars  of  an  excavation  in  the  earth,  near 
Little  Rock,  where  was  found,  at  the  depth  of  four  or 
five  feet,  a well-set  furnace,  bits  of  broken  kettles,  made 
of  earth,  the  “concavity  of  whose  segments  indicated  a 
capacity  of  20  gallons,’’  besides  other  little  Pompeian 
relics.  The  question  now  arises,  how  came  these  relics 
here,  and  how  long  have  they  been  buried? 

A former  world.  A fierce  controversy  exists  whether 
the  giant  remains  dug  up  in  chalk,  &c.  near  the  surface, 
are  lizards  or  quadrupeds — i.  e.  of  a low  or  the  highest 
order  of  animals.  Professor  Owen  read  an  account  be- 
fore the  London  Geological  society  of  some  ot  these 
fossil  remains  at  Stonesfield  quarry.  He  says  they  have 
eleven  molars  aside,  and  the  teeth  are  double  rooted, 
fanned,  &c.  showing  close  affinity  to  the  Australian 
opossum.  At  the  same  meeting,  we  observe  presents 
from  our  countryman,  Silliman. 

Mons.  Papineau,  of  Canada,  arrived  in  Paris,  March 
9th,  and  attended  M.  Lafitte’s  soiree  the  next  evening, 
where  he  was  tt  lion  of  the  first  water,  and  introduced 
to  all  the  liberals.  His  arrival  was  deemed  opportune 
for  the  coalition,  as  a new  excitement  for  increased  agi- 
tation. 

The  Delaware.  So  great  has  been  the  rise  of  water 
in  the  Delaware  in  consequence  of  the  late  rain,  that  a 
part  of  the  Woodbury  rail  road  has  been  washed  away, 
just  below  Kahn’s  point,  rendering  it  impassable  for 
the  cars.  Many  cords  of  wood  have  been  washed  away 
from  the  banks  of  the  Delaware;  the  lower  stories  of 
many  of  the  houses  between  Camden  and  Kaigbn’s 
point  have  been  inundated,  articles  ol  domestic  furni- 
ture floated  away,  and  domestic  animals  drowned. 

[North  American. 

Large  verdict.  At  the  circuit  court  held  at  Cattskill, 
(N.  Y.)  last  week,  an  action  of  assault  and  battery  was 
tried,  in  which  James  Byrne  was  plaintiff,  and  A.  R. 
Livingston  defendant.  It  occupied  the  court  two  days. 
The  jury  returned  a verdict  for  the  plaintiff  of  $4,000 
damages. 

The  awful  plunge!  The  St.  Catharine  (U.  C.)  Jour- 
nal, of  the  6th,  states  that  five  men  went  over  the  Nia- 
gara Falls  on  the  previous  Thursday.  The  Journal 
says:  “The  onlv  particulars  which  we  have  been  able 
to  learn  are,  that  just  before  sunrise  on  Thursday  morn- 
in°-last,  a boat  with  two  men  in  it  was  discovered  in 
the  middle  of  the  river,  above  the  falls,  vainly  endeavor- 
ing to  make  their  way  through  the  ice,  with  which  they 
were  enclosed,  to  the  Canada  shore.  J heir  utmost 
exertions  proved  unavailing,  and  in  a short  time  they 
were  seen  to  enter  the  cascades,  when  they  disappear- 
ed. In  half  an  hour  after,  another  boat  with  three  men 
in  it  was  discovered  in  the  same  awful  situation,  and 
tryinrr  too,  to  gain  the  Canada  side,  but  in  a few  mo- 
ments shared  the  melancholy  fate  of  the  other.  Yester- 
day the  body  of  a man  was  picked  up  in  the  whirlpool, 
supposed  to  be  one  of  these  unfortunate  men,  having 
about  his  person  two  hundred  dollars,  and  a valuable 
gold  watch. 

Painful  casualty.  We  are  informed  that  Dennis 
Duffbe,  a native  of  Ireland,  was  drowned  at  Mount 
Morris,  on  Friday  last,  while  generously  engaged  in 
rescuing  a b}y  about  ten  years  ot  a^e  from  tlie  tale  that 
unfortunately  became  his  own.  The  boy  fell  into  the 
river  above  the  dam,  and  owing  to  the  strength  ot  the 
current,  was  unable  to  regain  the  shore.  Mr.  Duttee, 
seein"  the  perilous  situation  of  the  lad,  threw  himself 
into  The  stream  for  his  rescue.  He  caught  the  strug- 
glin'? lad  and  pushed  him  forward  to  the  shore.  The 
boy  was  saved,  but  his  preserver  sank  to  rise  no  moie. 
Mr.  Duffee  had  made  arrangements  to  return  to  Ireland 
the  coming  autumn.  [ Rochester  Daily  Adv. 

Charles  C.  De  Witt,  esq.  formerly  member  of  congress 
from  Ulster  county,  N.  Y.  made  an  attempt  to  commit 
suicide  on  board  the  steamboat  Utica  on  Friday  12th 
instant,  which  caused  his  death  about  an  hour  after  he 
was  landed  at  Newburgh.  He  expressed  an  unwilling- 
ness to  live  on  account  of  pecuniary  embarrassments 
which  had  occurred  during  his  absence  from  this  coun- 
try as  charge  d’affaires  at  Guatemala. 

It  is  proposed  in  the  Michigan  legislature  to  abandon 
the  project  of  a ship  canal  round  the  falls  of  Saint 
Marie,  to  connect  Lake  Huron  with  Lake  Superior. 
During  the  last  session  50,000  dollars  were  appropria- 
ted to  it. 

Missing  vessel.  From  the  Natchez  Free  Trader  of 
April  2d  we  learn  that  the  ship  Tremont,  capt.  Gray, 
of  Natchez,  which  cleared  on  the  23th  November,  and 
left  the  Balize  on  the  1st  December,  has  not  been 
heard  of  but  once,  when  she  was  spoken  off  the  Tor- 
tugaces,  five  days  out.  The  Tremont  was  bound 
toMjiverpool,  having  on  board  1,200  bales  of  cotton, 
and  was  owned  by  Messrs.  T.  S.  McAllister  and  D. 
C.  Michie,  of  Natchez.  Capt.  Gray’s  family  reside  at 
Boston.  Insurance  was  effected  equally  at  the  two 
offices  in  Natchez,  on  vessel  and  freight,  amounting  to 
$25,000.  The  cargo  was  insured  at  Liverpool. 

The  “Tippecanoe  Club”  of  Philadelphia  have  issued 
an  address  recognising  the  national  whig  convention 
as  the  only  legitimate  body  for  the  nomination  of  the 
whig  candidate  for  the  presidency. 

The  citizens  of  Pensacola  have  tendered  a public 
dinner  to  captain  W.  K.  Latimer,  of  the  U.  S.  navy, 
who- has  been  stationed  at  the  navy  yard  at  that  place 
for  some  years,  in  testimony  of  their  regard  for  his  cha- 
racter as  an  officer  and  a gentleman.  Captain  L.  is 


about  to  leave  the  station,  at  his  own  request,  for  the 
north. 

University  of  Pennsylvania.  From  the  catalogue  for 
1833-9,  we  perceive  there  are  students  in  the 


Collegiate  department  105 

Medical  do.  402 

Academical  do.  169 

Charity  (English)  schools  128 
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The  citizens  of  Apalachicola,  Florida,  have  recently 
manifested  their  respect  for  their  late  representative, 
J.  M.  White,  esq.  by  the  presentation  of  a magnificent 
silver  vase  of  the  most  exquisite  workmanship.  The  in- 
scription declares  that  it  is  presented  “as  a testimonial 
of  their  respect  for  the  purity  of  his  private  character, 
admiration  for  his  distinguished  talents,  and  gratitude 
for  his  eminent  services.” 

The  ship  General  Parkhill  has  sailed  from  St.  Marks, 
Florida,  for  Liverpool,  with  1,923  bales  of  cotton.  This 
is  the  third  vessel  this  season,  making  altogether  5,000 
bales,  chiefly  owned  by  Mr.  R.  PI.  Barry.  Spite  of 
Indian  murders  and  destruction  of  her  plantations, 
Merida  is  doing  wonders;  where  she  raises  her  staple 
seems  to  us  a mystery. 

The  cashier  of  the  Framingham  bank  has  offered  a 
reward  of  $50  for  the  apprehension  of  Jubal  Harring- 
ton, late  postmaster  at  W orcester,  who  lately  abscond- 
ed from  that  place,  leaving  behind  him  forged  papers, 
on  which  he  had  obtained  money,  particularly  a note 
of  $250,  on  which  he  had  forged  the  name  of  Adam 
Harrington,  and  which  had  been  discovered  at  the 
PYainingham  bank.  One  of  our  slips  received  from 
New  Orleans,  a few  days  since,  stated  that  Harrington 
was  in  that  place. 

Melancholy  death.  On  Monday  in  Boston,  James 
Freeman  Curtis,  esq.  the  highly  esteemed  superintend- 
ent of  the  Worcester  rail  road,  came  to  his  end  in  a 
shocking  manner.  The  cars  had  just  left  the  depot  at 
Boston,  when  Mr.  Curtis  put  his  head  out  of  a win- 
dow, |and  received  a severe  blow  by  striking  one  of  the 
posts  of  a bridge.  He  lived  but  a short  time  afterwards. 

Large  cargoes!  We  were  among  those  who  incon- 
siderately published  the  article  corrected  in  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Boston  Atlas: 

Mr.  Editor:  I have  noticed  the  remarks  which  have 
travelled  all  the  way  from  Vicksburg  and  Grand  Gulf, 
of  two  cargoes  of  cotton,  one  shipped  from  each  place 
representing  each  to  be  worth  over  one  million  of  dol- 
lars. Their  accounts  have  been  published  in  some  of 
the  southern  papers,  and  in  some  of  the  Boston  papers, 
and  in  your  journal  among  others.  I have  been  a little 
surprised  that  such  palpable  errors  should  escape  detec- 
tion by  a glance  of  the  eye.  The  cargo  of  the  Talley- 
rand is  put  down  at  2,160  bales,  or  835,600  lbs.  and 
valued  at  $1,296,000  00 

The  cargo  of  the  ship  Franklin,  1,886 

bales,  799,991  lbs.  and  valued  at  1,111,998  00 


Total  $2,407,998  00 

The  first  cargo,  at  15  cents  per  lb. 

would  amount  to  $132,840  00 

And  the  seeond,  at  the  same  price,  to  119,998  65 


Total  $252,838  65 

Making  the  trifling  over-valuation  of  only  two  mil- 
lion one  hundred  an  i fifty-five  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents. 

Yours,  W. 

Honorable  Noadiah  Johnson,  a member  of  the  se- 
nate from  Delaware  county,  died  at  his  lodgings  in  the 
city  of  Albany,  on  the  evening  of  the  4th.  inst. 

Adaptation  of  Georgia  to  the  silk  culture.  The  Au- 
gusta Sentinel  of  April  6th. says:  In  the  village  of  Pene- 
lield,  Green  county,  Georgia,  in  the  last  week  of  M arch 
1839.  silk  worms  were  feeding  on  the  fresh  and  green, 
leaves  of  the  morus  multicaulis,  planted  this  present 
year,  and  in  an  open  unprotected  situation  high  and 
dry,  weather  cool  and  frosty. 

The  beef  and  pork  accumulated  for  the  Maine  troops, 
is  now  selling  at  auction  along  the  route.  The  people 
are  enjoying  a feast. 

Some  of  the  war-hawks  in  Maine  fume  terribly  at  the 
pacification.  They  say  the  state  is  saddled  with  near  a 
million  of  debt  for  no  earthly  purpose. 

Export  of  flour  from  Alexandria  to  foreign  ports  from 
the  first  January,  to  8th  April,  10,447  barrels. 

The  corporation  of  Georgetown  has  effected  a loan, 
and  is  now  redeeming  its  notes. 

The  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
has  given  notice  that  proposals  will  be  received  till  2 
o’clock,  P.  M.  on  Thursday,  the  25th  of  April,  for  the 
sum  of  570,000  dollars,  at  5 per  cent,  reimbursable  after 
the  1st  of  July,  1864.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars 
are  to  be  appropriated  to  the  Franklin  rail  road. 

Wisconsin  legislature.  This  body  adjourned  on  Mon- 
day the  11th  ult.  The  session,  says  the  Enquirer,  had 
been  the  most  protracted  and  important  of  any  ever 
before  held  in  the  territory  The  laws  have  been  re- 
vised and  systematised,  and  a large  amount  of  import- 
ant local  business  transacted. 

Wisconsin  interest.  A law  has  been  passed  in  the 
territory,  allowing  12  per  cent,  interest  for  money,  by 
agreement. 

The  French  minister  of  marine  has  sent  out  $400,000 
from  the  public  treasury,  to  relieve  the  sufferers  by  the 
earthquake  at  Martinique. 


Awful  occurrence.  The  Providence  Journal  says,  that 
a man  called  at  the  poor  house  in  Exeter,  Rhode  Is- 
land, kept  by  Timothy  Peckham,  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing last,  about  12  o’clock,  and  demanded  admittance; 
he  was  refused.  They  told  him  he  could  go  into  the 
barn  and  sleep,  he  threatened  to  have  revenge.  In 
a short  time  alter  the  house  was  discovered  by  the 
neighbors  to  be  on  fire.  Six  of  the  inmates,  the  poor 
of  the  town,  and  two  persons  on  a visit  to  Mr.  Peck- 
ham’s  family,  perished  in  the  flames!  Mr.  and  Ml'S. 
Peckham  barely  escaped  with  their  lives,  by  leaping 
from  the  second  story  window.  The  person  suspected 
of  having  set  fire  to  the  house  was  of  intemperate  habits. 
Mr.  P.  was  his  guardian. 

We  are  requested  to  state  that  the  price  of  transport- 
ing goods  and  merchandise  to  Pittsburg  by  the  way  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  road  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania canals,  is  for 

Dry  goods  and  hardware  $2  00  per  100  lbs. 

Groceries  1 75  per  100  lbs. 

A separate  train  of  burden  cars  runs  daily,  exclusive- 
ly for  the  accommodation  of  the  Pittsburg  trade.  Pro- 
duce arrived  yesterday  in  11  days  from  Pittsburg,  al- 
though accidentally  detained  two  days  on  the  way. 

[Balt.  Pat. 


Effects  of  vegetables  upon  animals.  The  botanical 
professor,  in  a lecture  delivered  at  King’s  college,  said 
that  “horses  will  not  touch  cruciferious  plants,  but  will 
feed  on  red  grasses,  amidst  abundance  of  which  goats 
have  been  known  to  starve;  and  these  latter  again  will 
eat  and  grow  fat  on  the  water  hemlock,  which  is  rank 
poison  to  other  cattle.  In  like  manner  pigs  will  feed  on 
henbane,  while  they  are  destroyed  by  common  pepper; 
and  the  horse,  which  avoids  the  bland  turnip,  will  grow 
fat  on  rhubarb.  [ Farmer's  Magazine. 

Cabs  in  Philadelphia.  The  National  Gazette  of 
Wednesday  says:  Our  citizens  were  gratified  this  morn- 
ing with  the  sight  of  an  elegant  cabriolet,  a carriage 
much  used  in  London,  but  almost  unkown  in  our  ci- 
ties. It  has  been  built  for  the  use  of  the  Merchants’ 
hotel,  from  a model  brought  from  England  by  Mr. 
Sill.  It  has  the  advantage  over  the  common  hackney 
coach,  that  the  passengers  get  in  and  out  without  the 
driver  leaving  his  seat.  It  will  no  doubt  become  a popu- 
lar public  vehicle. 

White  sulphur  water.  The  Lewisburg  Enquirer,  un- 
der the  head  of  “a  new  article  of  commerce,”  says: 
“We  have  witnessed  within  the  present  week,  several 
wagons  loading  with  water  from  the  White  Sulphur 
Springs  for  various  parts  of  the  United  States  About 
fifty  tons,  already  sold  to  order,  have  been  and  are  being 
forwarded.  The  proprietors,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  una- 
ble the  present  season  to  supply  the  demands.  Tht3 
will  be  a popular  article  of  commerce,  most  especially 
with  temperance  societies.  It  is  a first  rate  article  to 
cool  off  with." 

Remains  of  an  officer.  The  Winchester  Va.  Repub- 
lican states  the  workmen,  in  excavating  a cellar  on  the 
site  of  the  old  fort,  at  the  north  end  of  that  town,  on 
Saturday  last,  discovered  the  remains  of  a man,  who 
was  evidently  an  officer  of  rank.  It  appeared  from  the 
buttons  which  were  found  with  the  remains,  a silver  spur 
and  some  oilier  articles,  that  had  been  interred  in  his 
regimentals,  but  what  is  a little  singular  he  was  laid  north 
and  south,  and  not  east  and  west,  as  is  the  custom  of 
the  present  day.  There  were  also  wilh  the  remains  a 
number  of  musket  balls  of  lead  andiron.  The  fort 
was  erected  by  Washington,  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontier  settlements  in  1775,  immediately  after  the  dis- 
astrous defeat  of  gen.  Braddock,  near  Pittsburg. 

Coal  bed  on  fire.  The  Wilkesbarre  Fanner  says: — 
The  large  coal  lands  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  M. 
Hellenback;  about  two  miles  in  the  rear  of  this  borough 
have  been  for  some  time  past  on  fire,  is  at  the 
present  time  burning  with  considerable  violence  The 
vein  is  the  largest  in  the  valley,  being  twenty-five 
and  thirty  feet  in  thickness,  and  supposed  to  extend 
at  different  elevations  and  thicknesses  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Wyoming  coal  region.  The  bed 
on  fire  is  at  so  great  an  elevation  above  the  surround- 
ing water  courses,  that  water  in  any  quantity  cannot  be 
communicated  to  it.  The  mouth  of  the  bed  and  all 
outlets  have  been  filled  up,  but  fissures  continue  to  open 
in  the  range  of  the  fire,  caused  by  the  intensity  of  the 
heat,  and  the  air  thus  finds  access  to  the  flames  and 
continues  its  excitement. 


The  last  accounts  from  Brussels  afford  a melancholy 
illustration  of  the  uncertainty  of  life.  M.  Baeckert,  a 
member  of  the  chamber  of  deputies,  after  having  con- 
cluded his  maiden  (and  last)  speech,  dropped  dead.  In 
consequence  of  some  remarks  which  he  made  in  refer- 
ence to  tlie  present  state  of  things  in  Belgium,  he  was 
laughed  at,  which  it  is  said,  affected  him  very  much. 

Lake  Erie.  The  Cleveland  Herald  gives  the  follow- 
ing table  of  the  date  of  the  opening  of  navigation  at  Buf- 
faloe  and  Cleveland. 

Lake  Erie  opening  at  Buffaloe. 

1830,  6th  April  1835,  8th  May 

1831,  8th  May  1836,  26th  April 

1832,  27th  April  1837,  22d  May 

1833,  28th  April  1838,  4th  April 

1834,  6th  April  1839,  Not  yet 


1830, 

1831, 

1832, 

1833, 

1834, 


Navigation  commencenced  at  Cleveland. 


3d  April 
29th  March 
28th  March 
2d  April 
1st  Feb. 


1835, 

1836, 

1837, 

1838, 

1839, 


26th  March 
14th  April 
20th  March 
25th  March 
21st  March 
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ArroiNT.MENT  by  the  presioent.  Isaac  S.  Penne- 
backer,  to  be  judge  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district 
west  of  the  Alleghany  mountain,  in  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  Webster.  A Boston  paper  mentions  that  the 
hon.  Daniel  Webster  is  about  to  visit  Europe  with  his 
family,  and  that  he  will  embark  from  New  York  about 
the  first  of  May  for  Liverpool,  returning  in  the  autumn. 

On  this  subject  the  New  York  Commercial  says: 
“Mr.  Webster  is  desirous  of  visiting  Europe  the  present 
season,  if  he  can  so  arrange  his  business  as  to  be  aide 
to  leave  it.  He  does  not,  however,  expect  to  embark  at 
the  time  mentioned — certainly  not  earlier  than  the  8th.” 

OCrWe  have  not  yet  seen  an  official  statement  of  the 
result  of  the  election  in  Rhode  Island. 

Bank  robbery.  The  robbery  of  the  bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis of  this  city  by  the  teller  thereof,  having  caused 
considerable  excitement,  we  subjoin  the  particulars  from 
the  Intelligencer  of  yesterday: 

Mr.  Dennis  G.  Orme,  a teller  in  the  bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis, very  respectably  connected,  and  inheriting  a 
handsome  patrimony,  having  not  been  in  attendance  at 
the  bank  at  the  usual  hour  last  Tuesday  morning,  and 
from  his  conduct  on  the  previous  day  in  absenting 
himself  for  some  time  from  the  counter,  and  appearing 
during  the  morning  to  be  slightly  inebriated,  suspicion 
was  excited  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  George  Thomas,  the 
cashier,  that  all  was  not  right,  and  his  teller’s  account 
being  compared  with  the  cash  on  hand,  it  was  quickly 
discovered  that  there  was  a deficit  of  not  less  a sum 
than  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Immediately  on  this  dis- 
covery being  made,  it  was  communicated  by  the 
cashier  to  general  Van  Ness,  the  president  of  the  bank, 
and  the  directors.  The  former,  though  indisposed,  went 
to  the  house  of  Mr.  Orme  (who  was  said  to  be  sick 
in  bed)  and  obtained  au  interview,  in  which,  after  stat- 
ing to  Mr.  Orme  the  deficit  in  his  cash,  the  president 
used  every  argument  he  could  think  of  to  induce  Mr. 
Orme  to  account  for  the  deficit,  and  to  say  what  had 
become  ol  the  money.  But  all  in  vain,  Mr.  Orme  per- 
sisted in  denying  what  had  become  of  it. 

After  this  interview,  Mr.  Orme  accompanied  general 
Van  Ness  to  the  bank,  and  was  again  closely  interro- 
gated by  the  president  and  some  of  the  directors,  when 
he  still  persisted  in  denying  all  knowledge  of  the  defi- 
cit, and  of  the  way  in  which  the  money  had  been  dis- 
posed of;  until,  the  marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
being  introduced,  and  process  having  been  served  for 
the  amount  of  the  deficit,  the  defaulting  clerk  made  a 
confession  that  he  had  taken  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  and 
given  it  to  Mr.  A.  \V.  Goodrich,  a clerk  in  the  war  de- 
partment. This  confession  was  made  rather  late  on 
Tuesday  evening.  It  was  then  thought  advisable  to  ar- 
rest Mr.  Goodrich,  and  he  was  soon  afterwards  dis- 
covered by  the  duputy  marshal  at  a refectory,  and  con- 
ducted to  the  director’s  room,  where,  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  Orme,  on  being  told  by  general  Van  Ness  that 
he  had  the  850,000  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Orme,  and  the 
latter  having  confirmed  this  statement,  he,  (Goodrich), 
admitted  that  he  had  the  money,  and,  taking  a large 
roll  of  bank  notes  out  of  his  coat  pocket,  gave  them  up 
saying,  “there  is  the  money.’’  Having  obtained  the 
money,  it  was  counted  by  the  cashier,  who  found  that 
it  amounted  to  the  sum  of  849,800 — two  hundred  dol- 
lars only  being  deficient.  After  some  little  conversa- 
tion between  the  president  of  the  bank  and  Mr.  Orme 
and  Mr.  Goodrich,  in  order  to  obtain  the  8200  still  de- 
ficient, the  president  agreed,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Goodrich,  that  the  bank,  would  dismiss  alf  further  pro- 
ceedings tor  the  recovery  of  the  money,  and  Mr.  Orme 
and  Mr.  Goodrich  were  allowed  to  depart. 

On  Wednesday,  however,  about  noon,  an  affidavit 
having  been  made  before  justice  Thompson,  warrants 
were  issued  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  against 
Dennis  G.  Onne  and  A.  W.  Goodrich,  charging  the 
former  with  feloniously  taking  and  carrying  away  the 
sum  of  850,000,  the  property  ot  the  bank  of  the  Metropo- 
lis, and  the  latter  with  receiving  that  sum  of  money, 
knowing  it  to  have  been  stolen.  Both  warrants  were 
placed  in  the  hands  of  H.  B.  Robertson,  who,  in  a short 
tune,  arrested  Goodrich;  Dennis  G.  Orme  could  not  be 
found. 

After  a lon»  and  patient  investigation  of  the  charge 
against  A.  W.  Goodrich,  in  the  presence  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  and  the  cashier,  who  were  witnesses 
for  the  United  States,  (the  district  attorney  being;  also 
present,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Bradley  being  counsel  for  Mr.  A. 
VV.  Goodrich),  the  magistrate  required  the  accused  to 
give  bail  in  the  sunt  of  82,000  for  his  appearance  at  the 
next  criminal  court  for  the  county  of  Washington; 
which^  bail  having  been  given  about  10  o’clock  at  night, 
Mr.  Goodrich  was  discharged,  after  being  under  ex- 
amination about  five  hours. 

It  is  only  just  to  add,  that  Mr.  Goodrich,  in  his  de- 
fence, denied  that  he  had  received  or  obtained  the  mo- 
ney with  any  criminal  intention;  that,  finding  Orme  in 
a frolic,  and  crazy,  as  he  could  be  proved  to  be,  when 
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under  the  influence  of  liquor,  he  had  merely  kept  the 
money  until  Orme  got  out  of  his  frolic;  and  that  he  was 
prevented  from  returning  the  money  to  the  bank 
(which  he  sincerely  regretted),  through  the  fear  that  lie 
might  do  Orme  some  injury  with  his  employers,  and  in 
the  hope  that  he  would  speedily  get  right  again.  Good- 
rich also  said  he  had  searched  for  Orme  during  the  day 
in  his  usual  haunts,  but  could  not  find  him. 

Two  or  three  witnesses  were  called,  who  testified 
that  Dennis  G.  Orme,  when  intoxicated,  was  “almost 
crazy,”  and  excited  in  a most  unusual  and  extraordi- 
nary manner.  One  of  them  swore  she  saw  him  on 
Monday  night,  somewhat  intoxicated,  with  a large 
roll  of  bank  notes  carelessly  in  his  hat,  and  acting  very 
strangely  at  the  time. 

Since  writing  the  preceding  notice,  (which  we  have 
detailed  more  than  usual,  as  well  to  gratify  intense  pub- 
lic curiosity  as  to  correct  erroneous  representations  of 
the  case),  we  understand  from  good  authority  that  Mr. 
Dennis  G.  Orme  intends  to  surrender  to  the  civil  pow- 
er and  give  bail  for  his  appearance  to  answer  to  the 
charge  against  him. 

The  money  market.  The  New  York  Times,  refer- 
ring to  the  departure  of  the  Great  Western,  says:  The 
Great  Western  will  sail  for  England  to-day,  freighted 
with  glad  tidings  for  all  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic who  have  capital  invested  in  our  securities  or  on  in- 
terest, direct  or  indirect,  in  the  commercial  transactions 
between  the  two  countries.  The  effect  produced  on  our 
money  market  by  the  pacific  intelligence  she  brought 
out,  has  been  most  salutary,  as  the  following  statement 
of  the  prices,  before  and  after  her  arrival,  of  some  of  our 
stocks  best  known  in  England  will  sufficiently  prove. 


U.  States  bank  stock, 

N.  American  Trust  and  1 
banking  comp’y — no  i 
sales  for  many  days,  j 
but  quoted  at  J 

American  Trust  Co. — \ 
no  sales,  but  quoted  at  J 
Morris  canal  comp’y, 

Delaware  & Hudson, 

Farmer’s  Loan  & Trust  > 
company,  $ 

Bank  of  Commerce, 

Bank  of  the  State  of  N.  ? 

York,  \ 

Trade  in  all  its  branches  has  received  a new  im- 
pulse. The  shipping  merchants  and  commercial  men 
generally,  who  had  stood  aloof  while  the  war  question 
was  in  abeyance,  are  throwing  their  capital,  with  re- 
newed confidence  and  activity,  into  the  various  chan- 
nels of  transatlantic  commerce.  Since  the  opening  of 
the  canals,  the  country  merchants  have  been  flocking 
into  our  city,  and  the  jobbing  houses  are  doing  an  ac- 
tive, and  we  doubt  not,  a profitable  business.  In  fact 
the  whole  commercial  system  wears  a new  aspect,  and 
we  anticipate,  both  as  regards  foreign  and  domestic 
trade,  a prosperous  season. 

Philadelphia  money  market.  The  North  American  of 
yesterday  says: 

If  any  change  in  the  market  is  noted,  it  is  a little 
easier,  that  is  the  demand  for  money  is  not  quite  as 
great  as  it  was  a few  days  since,  but  the  rates  are  still 
the  same. 

Canada  affairs  The  St.  Albans  (Vermont)  Mes- 
senger of  Thursday  last  says,  that  affairs  on  the  frontier 
are  more  quiet,  no  burning  having  taken  place  lately, 
owing  to  the  presence  and  watchfulness  of  the  militia  on 
guard;  some  instances  have  occurred,  however,  in  w'hich 
the  sentinels  have  been  fired  upon,  but  without  effect. 

The  Albany  Daily  Advertiser  publishes  a letter 
from  a correspondent  at  Ogdensburgh,  dated  the  14th 
inst.  which  stales  that  the  steamboat  United  States,  was 
fired  upon  from  the  wharf  at  Prescott,  that  day,  on  her 
first  trip  this  season.  Five  or  six  cannon  were  discharg- 
ed, it  is  said  loaded  with  ball,  three  of  which  were  seen 
to  strike  the  water  near  the  boat.  As  she  did  not  turn 
about  it  is  not  known  whether  any  injury  was  done. 
There  was  a great  number  of  passengers  on  board,  and 
among  them  many  women  and  children.  This  is  the 
same  boat  that  towed  the  patriots  to  Prescott,  during 
the  attack  on  that  place,  and  this  is  supposed  to  be  the 
cause  of  the  outrage.  The  part  she  took  in  aiding  the 
patriots  was  done  without  the  consent  of  the  owners, 
who  in  consequence  discharged  the  officers  then  in 
charge  of  the  boat. 

George  Saunders  one  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
burning  of  the  Caroline,  at  Scldosser,  was  recently  shot 
by  a sentinel  as  he  was  entering  the  barracks  without 
replying  to  the  challenge.  Both  parties  are  said  to  have 
been  intoxicated. 

Gen.  McLeod  of  the  patriot  army,  was  arrested  at 
Detroit  on  the  15th  inst.  and  committed  to  prison.  The 
next  morning  he  was  bailed  out  by  two  sureties  of  6,000 
dollars  each. 


Saturday, 
April  13. 
113  3-4 


Saturday, 
April  20. 
115 


88  1-2 


89  1-2 


90 

53  3-4 
74  1-2 

107  1-2 
102 
107 


104  1-2 

54 

79 

110 

104 

109 


Of  the  remaining  prisoners  in  Upper  Canada,  18  are 
to  be  sent  to  a penal  colony,  and  five  to  be  discharged 
at  the  boundary  line  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  fourteen  are 
retained  in  the  jail  at  London  to  await  the  state  of  affairs 
on  the  frontier.  Most  of  those  at  Quebec  are  shortly  to 
be  liberated. 

Death  of  col.  Ogden.  From  the  Newark,  N.  J. 
Advertiser  of  the  20 th  inst.  It  is  our  painful  duty  this 
afternoon  to  announce  the  death  of  col.  Aaron  Ogden. 
The  venerable  patriot  died  at  his  residence  in  Jersey  city 
last  evening,  at  the  advanced  age  of  83,  in  the  bosom 
of  his  family,  his  children  and  descendants. 

Truly  another  of  the  fathers  is  gone.  Among  the  il- 
lustrious men  whose  reputation  constitutes  the  political 
treasure  of  our  country,  the  name  of  Aaron  Ogden  de- 
serves an  honorable  place.  From  the  earliest  period  of 
manhood  he  was  engaged  in  public  affairs;  and  soon 
took  rank  among  those  whose  opinions  were  of  most 
importance,  and  was  in  the  confidence  of  those  whose 
patriotism  and  talents  were  most  distinguished.  He 
was  born  at  Elizabethtown,  of  an  ancient  and  hon- 
orable family,  and  served  with  distinguished  honor 
during,  we  believe,  the  whole  war  of  the  revolution. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  he  prepared  himself  for 
a new  field  of  usefulness  and  honor,  and  early  attained 
a high  rank  among  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  law- 
yers of  the  country.  It  was  natural  in  that  day,  that 
talents  of  such  an  order  should  attract  public  attention 
and  respect,  and  we  accordingly  soon  find  col.  Ogden 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  taking  equal  part 
among  her  honored  statesmen,  in  the  public  councils  of 
his  country.  About  the  commencement  of  the  war  of 
1812,  he  was  chosen  governor  of  his  native  state. 

In  all  circumstances,  and  in  every  emergency,  he  ex- 
hibited that  industry  and  sagacity,  that  promptness  of 
decision  and  fertility  of  resource,  that  cheerful  endurance 
in  difficulty,  and  that  “courage  of  the  cabinet”  which 
Burke  pronounced  to  be  more  powerful  and  far  less 
common  than  the  valor  of  the  field,  which  render  his 
life  and  example  one  of  the  most  pleasing  and  useful 
to  be  found  in  the  records  of  the  eventful  and  illustrious 
era  in  which  he  flourished. 

Colonel  Ogden  was  president  general  of  the  society 
of  Cincinnati,  and,  we  are  almost  ashamed  to  say,  was 
obliged  by  circumstances  to  hold  the  office  of  collector 
at  Jersey  city  for  the  sake  of  its  pecuniary  rewards. 
But  he  has  been  gathered  to  his  fathers  in  peace  and 
quietness,  in  the  serene  evening  of  a good  old  age, 
leaving  a rich  and  honorable  fame  as  a proud  legacy 
to  his  children  and  descendants. 


Another  patriot  gone!  General  Samuel  Smith,  of 
Baltimore,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  soldiers  of  the 
revolution,  died  in  that  city  on  Monday  afternoon  last, 
in  the  87th  year  of  his  age.  He  had  been  riding  in  his 
carriage,  and  on  his  return  to  his  dwelling,  laid  upon  the 
sofa  with  the  view  of  resting  himself,  and  when  the  ser- 
vant who  had  been  attending  upon  him  entered  the 
apartment  a short  time  afterwards,  he  was  found  dead. 
His  career  was  glorious  and  useful,  and  he  has  died  full 
of  years  and  honors.  On  Thursday  his  remains  were 
interred  with  every  demonstration  of  respect  by  the 
civil  and  military  authorities.  We  will,  in  our  next, 
give  some  account  of  the  funeral  procession  and  other 
honors  to  his  memory.  The  following  interesting  sketch 
of  the  leading  incidents  of  his  life  was  prepared  by  a 
committee  of  the  city  council  of  Baltimore,  appointed 
to  manifest  their  regard  for  his  services  and  respect  for 
his  memory: 

Samuel  Smith,  the  grandfather  of  the  deceased, 
emigrated  from  Ireland  to  Pennsylvania  in  1728  at 
the  age  of  35.  General  Smith’s  father,  John  Smith, 
left  Carlisle,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  settled  in  Balti- 
more in  September,  1760,  was  a member  of  the  con- 
vention that  formed  the  state  constitution,  and  for 
many  years  represented  Baltimore  in  the  state  se- 
nate. General  Smith  himself  was  born  in  Carlisle 
on  the  27th  July,  1752 — his  father,  being  a merchant, 
he  was  destined  for  the  same  profession,  and  in  early 
life  (about  19)  was  sent  to  England  to  be  educated  in 
a counting  house,  but  not  satisfied  with  the  restraints 
imposed  upon  the  clerks  in  the  house  in  which  he 
lived,  he  freighted  the  vessel  in  which  he  went  out, 
and  sailed  for  a port  in  Italy — the  vessel  being  cast 
away  on  that  coast,  he  travelled  over  most  of  the 
continent  and  returned  to  the  United  States  in  the 
same  vessel,  with  the  accomplished  but  unfortunate 
major  Andre,  between  whom  and  himself  was  formed 
a friendship  which  ended  only  with  the  life  of  that 
lamented  victim  of  Arnold’s  treason. 

General  Smith,  then  a very  young  man,  was  soli- 
cited by  the  committee  of  safety  of  Baltimore,  to 
command  a company  sent  by  water  to  Annapolis 
to  arrest  or  capture  the  provincial  governor  Eden. 
The  governor  made  his  escape — he  engaged  in  the 
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revolutionary  struggle,  and  at  its  commencement, 
entered  the  service  as  a captain;  he  was  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Brandywine,  Monmouth,  White  Plains  and 
Long  Island,  and  his  company  covered  the  retreat 
of  the  army  through  the  Jerseys — he  commanded  at 
Mud  Fort,  where  such  gallant  and  desperate  defence 
was  made  against  the  British  fleet,  blowing  up  of 
two  of  the  frigates — in  this  engagement  he  was  dis- 
abled by  a spent  ball  which  gave  a shock  to  his 
frame  from  which  he  did  not  soon  recover;  alter  the 
close  of  the  revolutionary  struggle,  he  entered  ac- 
tively into  commercial  pursuits  and  may  be  said  to 
have  been  the  founder  of  the  commerce  of  our  city, 
and  was  the  main  stay  of  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  whole  country  in  congress  for  forty  years.  He 
for  one  year  represented  the  city  in  the  legislature 
of  the  state,  and  afterwards  was  in  one  or  other 
house  of  Congress  until  the  fourth  of  March,  1833. 
When  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  the  presidency,  he 
pressed  general  Smith  to  accept  the  ollice  of  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  which  he  declined,  consenting, 
however,  to  act  in  that  capacity  until  some  suitable 
person  could  be  selected  to  fill  it  permanently.  He 
served  as  secretary  for  six  months  or  more,  but  would 
not  receive  any  compensation  for  his  services.  He 
generally,  while  in  congress,  filled  some  high  station, 
being  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
in  the  house  and  of  that  of  finance  in  the  senate. 
When  Baltimore  was  threatened  with  foreign  inva- 
sion, he  accepted  the  command  of  the  defending 
army,  and  pledged  his  own  private  fortune  and  that 
of  a friend  who  went  before  him  to  his  great  account. 
During  the  whole  term  of  his  command  here,  neither 
he  nor  his  staff  received  any  pay.  His  first  term  of 
service  in  congress  commenced  in  1793,  and  he  con- 
tinued in  the  house  or  senate  till  the  4th  of  March, 
1833.  Congress  voted  and  presented  him  a sword 
for  his  gallant  defence  of  Mud  Fort.  His  last  pub- 
lic service  was  in  the  capacity  of  mayor  of  Balti- 
more. 


Banks  and  banking.  The  Albany  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser contains  the  following  statement: 

The  general  banking  law.  Since  the  10th  day  of 
July,  1838,  there  have  been  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state  109  certificates  of  banks  under  the 
above  law.  The  amount  of  capital  actually  sub- 
scribed in  these  institutions  is  $25,769,175,  and  the 
amount  of  prospective  capital  $356,980,000.  The 
banks  are  distributed  as  follow's,  viz: 


In  city  of  New  York, 
Buffalo, 
Rochester, 
Troy, 
Albany, 
Utica, 
Brooklyn, 
Hudson, 
Schenectady, 


No.  of 
banks. 

30 

7 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

I 


Capital  sub- 
scribed. 
$16,028,175 
1,000,000 
880,000 

300.000 

200.000 
100,000 
100,000 
100,000 
100,000 


And  in  the  several  counties  of  the  state,  (exclu- 
sive of  the  cities  above  named)  as  follows,  viz:  In 

Genesee  8,  in  Oneida,  Saratoga  and  Tompkins  4 each, 
in  Niagara  3,  in  Onondaga,  Seneca, Wayne,  Broome, 
Steuben,  Jefferson  and  Herkimer  2 each,  and  in  Rich- 
mond, Orleans,  St.  Lawrence,  Columbia,  Lewis, 
Orange,  Monroe,  Montgomery,  Greene,  Livingston, 
Ontario,  Kings,  Yates,  Cayuga,  Chenango,  Che- 
mung, Washington,  Albany,  Chautauque,  Delaware 
and  Erie  1 each. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  citizens  of  36  coun- 
ties in  every  section  of  the  state  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  privileges  afforded  by  this  law,  and 
have  associated  their  capital  and  their  enterprise  in 
order  to  promote  unitedly  the  prosperity,  which  in- 
dividually they  might  toil  in  vain  to  enhance. 

Rhode  Island  banks.  Statement  of  the  situation  of 
the  banks  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  &c.  on  Fii- 
day,  April  5th,  1839,  as  the  same  appears  from  the 
returns  made  by  them  to  the  bank  commissioners: 
Liabilities. 


Capital  stock, 

Bills  in  circulation. 
Balances  due  other  banks, 
Nett  profits  on  hand. 
Dividends  unpaid, 
Deposites  on  interest, 
Deposites  not  on  interest. 


$9,965,048  00 
1,871,057  25 
914,833  22 
443,006  18 
34,416  89 
576,496  86 
877,189  76 


Total  amount  of  liabilities,  $14,682,038  16 

Resources. 

Loans  and  discounts,  $13,140,309  39 

Specie  in  bank,  407,486  03 

Bills  of  other  banks,  357,953  40 

Balances  due  from  other  banks,  383,161  00 

Stock  in  own  bank,  103,379  92 

Stock,  real  estate  and  other  pro- 
perty, 289,758  42 


Total  amount  of  resources,  $14,682,048  16 


Of  the  notes  and  bill  discounted,  there 
is  payable  out  of  the  state  the  sum 
of  $4,833,240  79 

And  payable  in  the  state  8,307,068  60 

Of  the  circulation  there  is  held  by  the 
banks  232, 00S  24 

In  the  hands  of  the  public  1,589,049  00 

By  comparing  this  abstract  with  the  returns  made 
to  the  commissioners,  March  1,  1S39,  it  appears 
that  since  that  date, 

The  circulation  has  been  increased  $176,462  25 

The  specie  has  been  reduced  6,402  24 

The  deposites,  including  dividends 

unpaid,  have  been  reduced  52,080  51 

The  loans  and  discount  have  been 
increased  134,359  72 

From  the  New  Orleans  Courier.  The  following 
statement  of  the  condition  of  one  of  our  banks  is 
particularly  satisfactory  at  the  present  time,  when 
banking  institutions  in  other  states  are  sinking  in 
public  estimation.  As  regards  the  Citizens  bank, 
it  points  out  the  absurdity  of  sundry  rumors  against 
our  moneyed  institutions  which  have  lately  gone 
forth,  from  (he  manufactory  of  designing  persons: 
Citizens  bank  of  Louisiana,  March  31,  1839. 
Circulation,  $637,550  00 

Individual  deposites,  1,353,781  80 

$1,991,331  SO 


Specie  on  hand,  $768,129  59 

Several  bank  notes  and  bank  ba- 
lances, 356,137  60 


$1,124,267  19 

Brandon  bank.  A correspondent  has  favored  us 
with  the  annexed  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Alabama  rail  road  company,  at 
Brandon,  Mississippi,  March  9th,  1839;  which,  it  is 
stated,  was  made  from  the  books  of  the  bank,  and 


re  represented  as  being  strictly  correct: 

Liabilities. 

Capital  stock, 

$3,169,500  00 

Profit  and  loss. 

349,411  57 

Due  to  banks, 

225,431  24 

Checks  on  lime,  due  1st  of  July, 

1S39,  $125,140  87 

Check  on  lime,  due 

1st  Dec.  ’39,  93,815 

15 

r 

218,956  62 

Certificates  of  depo- 

sites  at  sight,  71,218 

00 

Do  do  6 mo.  847,413 

33 

918,631  33 

State  treasury, by  instalments  from 

1 to  20  months, 

210,134  00 

Bank  notes  issued  on  demand, 

2,763,485  00 

Post  notes,  12  m d 

210,345  00 

Sterling  bills. 

1,065,900  12 

Individual  depositors, 

75,614  68 

$9,138,498  96 

Assets. 

Notes  and  bills  discounted. 

$5,462,311  21 

Cotton  account. 

361,721  00 

Due  from  banks. 

474,531  63 

Bank  stocks, 

81,750  00 

Stock  mortgages, 

1,692,000  00 

Rail  road  expenditures: 

Negroes  purchased  $159,000 

00 

Expenditures  on  do  115,497 

58 

— 275,497  58 

Cash  ou  hand, 

850,637  54 

$9,198,493  96 

Illinois  State  bank.  The  Springfield,  (111.)  Jour- 
nal of  the  6th  instant  says:  “It  is  now  generally  un- 
derstood that  Air.  Woodbury  has  selected  the  State 
Bank  for  a bank  of  deposite  ” 

Slock  subscription  bouks  of  the  new  Southern 
bank  of  Kentucky  are  to  be  opened  on  the  second 
Monday  of  May.  The  institution  is  to  be  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  southern  Kentucky,  commonly 
known  as  the  “Green  river  country.” 

A New  York  paper  states  that  the  deposites  in 
the  banks  of  that  city  at  this  time,  amount  to 
$2,000,000  more  than  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the 
year. 

The  bank  of  New  York  has  declared  a dividend 
of  five  per  cent,  tor  the  last  six  months,  payable  on 
the  first  of  May. 

By  the  Vicksburg  Whig  of  April  1st,  we  learn 
that  the  Union  bank  was  to  commence  discounting 
on  the  ensuing  Thursday,  and  was  to  extend  her 
loans  to  the  amount  of  $4,000,000. 

In  Holland,  money  has  become  scarce,  and  so 
much  as  5 to  6 per  cent,  inteiest  is  paid  for  loans  on 
stocks,  &c.  The  bank  of  Amsterdam  raised  the 
rate  of  discount  six  weeks  ago,  from  2 1-2  per  cent, 
to  3,  and  has  now  further  advanced  it  to  3 1-2  per 
cent. 


From  Florida.  Gareifs  Ferry,  April  6,  1839. 
General  Macomb  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  the 
5th.  He  comes  to  Florida  for  a special  puipose, 
and  is  clothed  with  special  powers.  General  Taylor 
remains  in  command  of  the  army  of  the  south,  and 
general  Macomb  will  not  interfere  with  any  arrange- 
ments he  has  made,  or  may  make  in  future.  His 
visit  to  this  country  is  of  a diplomatic  nature. 

Com.  Elliott.  The  court  of  inquiry  which 
assembled  at  Philadelphia  on  Monday  last  to  try 
certain  charges  against  commodore  Elliott,  lias  ad- 
journed to  meet  on  Monday  next. 


Fifteen  gallon  law.  The  following  is  a co- 
py of  the  much  talked  ol  fifteen  gallon  law  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

An  act  to  regulate  file  sale  of  spirituous  liquors. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate,  and  house  of  representatives 

in  general  court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 

Hie  same,  as  follows: 

Sec.1.  No  licensed  innholder,  retailer,  common 
victualler,  or  other  person,  except  as  herein  after 
provided,  shall  sell  any  brandy,  rum  or  other  spiri- 
tuous liquors,  or  any  mixed  liquor,  part  of  which  is 
spirit  nous,  in  a less  quantity  than  fifteen  gallons,  and 
that  delivered  and  carried  away  all  at  one  time,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  not  more  than  twenty  dollars,  nor 
less  than  ten  dollars,  for  each  offence,  to  be  recover- 
ed in  the  manner  and  for  the  use  provided  in  the 
twenty-sixth  section  of  the  forty-seventh  chapter  of 
the  revised  statutes. 

Sec.  2.  The  county  commissioners  in  the  several 
counties,  may  license  for  their  respective  towns,  as 
many  apothecaries  or  practising  physicians  rs  they 
deem  necessary  to  be  retailers  of  spirituous  liquors, 
to  be  used  in  the  arts,  or  for  medicinal  purposes  on- 
ly; and  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  several  cities 
may,  in  like  manner,  and  for  like  puipose,  license 
apothecaries,  as  retailers  for  their  lespective  cities; 
and  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk, in  like  manner,  and  for  like  purposes,  may 
license  apothecaries  or  practising  physicians,  as  re- 
tailers in  the  town  of  Chelsea;  which  license  shall  be 
granted  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  fe- 
stuctions  now  provided  by  law  for  licensing  retail- 
ers: provided,  that  the  number  of  persons  so  licensed 
shall  not  exceed  one  for  every  two  thousand  inhabi- 
tants, and  in  towns  containing  less  than  two  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  one  person  may  be  licensed:  and 
provided,  further,  that  in  such  cities  and  towns 
where  there  is  no  apothecary  or  practising  physician 
such  other  person  or  persons  maybe  appointed  as 
aforesaid,  as  may  be  deemed  proper  by  said  county 
commissioners;  and  no  person  so  licensed,  shall  sell 
ally  spirituous  liquor  to  be  drunk  in  or  about  bis 
premises  on  pain  of  the  forfeiture  provided  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  AH  licenses  hereafter  granted  to  innhold- 
ers re'ailers  and  common  victuallers,  shall  be  so 
framed  as  not  to  authorise  the  licensed  peisons  to 
sell  brandy,  rum  or  any  other  spirituous  liquor; 
and  no  excise  or  fee  shall  be  required  for  such  a li- 
cense. 

Sec.  4.  The  provisions  of  all  laws  now  in  force, 
inconsistent  with  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day 
of  July  next,  but  shall  have  no  operation  upon  any 
licenses  granted  previous  to  that  time. 

[Approved  by  the  governor,  April  10,  1833. 

Asphaltum  pavements.  From  the  New  Or- 
leans Advertiser  of  the  5th  instant.  One  of  the  warm 
days  of  the  week  before  last  the  admirable  asphal- 
tum pavement  in  Bourbon  street,  was  so  affected  by 
the  heat  of  the  weather,  as  to  be  rendered  all  but 
impassable.  Horses  left  the  imprints  of  their  hoots 
after  them  in  the  melted  substance,  and  the  marks  of 
wheel  carriages,  are  still  plainly  discernable.  We 
begin  to  have  some  serious  apprehensions,  of  its  run- 
ning away  in  the  dog  days,  and  would  advise,  as  a 
timely  preventative,  the  laying  of  a thicker  coat  of 
bitumen  over  the  bricks,  or  the  boding  of  it  down  to 
a stiffer  consistency.  In  our  opinion,  and  we  have 
noticed  all  the  experimental  modes  of  paving,  both 
in  wood  and  stone — there  is  no  plan  that  ofiers  so 
fair  a prospect  ot  durability  as  that  of  the  round  stone 
paving,  when  lined  with  the  composition  spoken  of. 
It  is  like  to  the  glueing  or  grouting  ol  the  stones  to- 
gether. and  in  the  course  of  time,  the  pavement  must 
become  firm  as  adamant.  Indeed,  we  question  if, 
within  a few  years,  it  would  not  be  as  difficult  to 
sunder  the  bitumen  from  the  stones  to  whirl)  it  ad- 
hered, as  to  break  the  stones  themselves,  like  to  the 
mortar  or  grouting,  used  m the  conslruclion  of  Ine 
round  toWers  in  Ireland,  (which  now  defy  every  ef- 
fort at  battering  or  breaking),  in  a short  period, 
would  become  the  asphaltum. 
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History  of  the  Lehigh  coal  trade — open- 
ing of  the  mines.  The  Mauch  Chunk  mines  were 
partially  opened  prior  to  1800,  and  small  quantities 
of  the  coal  taken  to  Philadelphia.  A company  was 
organinzed  for  the  business,  but  regarded  as  visiona- 
ry enthusiasts;  some  were  driven  from  the  enterprise, 
some  have  since  passed  from  the  stage;  others  per- 
severed, succeeded,  and  yet  live  to  witness  the  com- 
plete triumph  ot  their  eliorts,  and  the  consummation 
of  their  most  enthusiastic  predictions.  In  1812,  nine 
wagons  were  loaded  at  the  Schuylkill  mines,  and 
hauled  to  Philadelphia,  a distance  of  106  miles.  Two 
loads  were  sold  for  the  cost  of  transportation,  to  per- 
sons who  agreed  to  try  the  coal  in  their  rolling  mill, 
and  the  remaining  seven  w'ere  given  away,  though 
it  was  difficult  to  find  individuals  to  take  them.  In 
1814,  twenty-four  tons  were  taken  down  the  Lehigh 
and  Delaware  to  the  same  city,  being  first  hauled 
over  a rough  road  nine  miles  from  the  Mauch  Chunk 
mines  to  the  river;  it  was  conveyed  in  an  ark,  at  the 
cost  of  $14  per  ton. 

Notwithstanding  the  difficulty  and  expense  of 
transporting  it,  in  1814  and  1S15  there  began  to  be 
a demand  for  the  article.  When  peace  took  place, 
Liverpool  and  Richmond  coal  came  in  abundantly, 
and  the  hard  kindling  antharacite  fell  to  a price  far 
below  cost  of  shipment.  From  this  time  the  coal 
trade  was  abandoned,  until  1820,  when  the  Lehigh 
navigation  was  completed,  and  365  tens  were  deliv- 
ered, in  the  capital.  In  1821,  1,073  tons  were 
brought  to  market,  15  tons  being  shipped  coastwise, 
and  the  rest  consumed  in  Philadelphia.  In  1822, 
2,440  tons  were  brought  to  market.Sl  being  shipped 
coastwise.  In  1820  may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as 
the  era  from  which  we  are  to  date  the  coal  trade  of 
Pennsylvania. — Report  of  the  committee  of  the  senate 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  1834. 

The  new  vaccine  virus.  The  last  number  of 
the  London  Medical  Gazette,  contains  a third  letter 
from  Mr.  Estlin,  continuing  the  account  of  the  re- 
centjsupply  of  cow-pox  matter  from  its  original  source 
to  the  present  time.  It  appears  that  the  virus  is  ex- 
tensively used  in  England,  and  has  been  sent  to  the 
continent  and  to  America.  Its  activity  is  described 
as  being  undirainished  by  its  passage  through  about 
tw'enty  human  subjects.  Mr.  Estlin  has  sent  some 
of  it  to  the  national  vaccine  establishment,  in  London, 
to  facilitate  its  being  transmitted  to  those  medical 
practitioners  who  may  wish  to  use  it,  as  the  govern- 
ment grants  the  privilege  to  that  institution  of  re- 
ceiving letters  of  application,  and  of  forwarding  vac- 
cine matter  to  every  part  of  the  kingdom  free  of 
postage. 

Commerce  of  New  Orleans.  It  appears  from 
official  statements  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  published  in  the  Louisianian,  that  the  total 
amount  of  exports  of  domestic  produce  from  that  city 
during  the  quarter  ending  31st  March,  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Coastwise  $8,357  788  51 

To  foreign  ports,  in  American  vessels  7,860,850  00 
To  ditto,  in  foreign  vessels  2,007,478  00 


Total  value  #18,226,116  51 

The  shipments  up  the  Mississippi  river  are  not 
included  in  the  above  aggregates. 

Madison  papers.  Messrs.  Langtree  & O’Sul- 
livan, Washington,  have  issued  a prospectus  for  pub- 
lishing the  Madison  papers,  including  a complete 
and  accurate  report  of  the  debates  in  the  conven- 
tion of  1787,  which  framed  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  A manuscript  report  of  these  de- 
bates, in  the  handwriting  of  the  author,  who  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  the  con- 
vention, is  understood  to  exist  among  the  papers  of 
Mr.  Madison;  and  is  certainly  the  only  full  report, 
or  one  even  approaching  that  character,  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  body,  which  is  in  existence.  The 
publication  of  this  report  alone  is  therefore  a matter 
of  high  importance — to  say  nothing  of  the  many 
other  valuable  papers  in  the  same  collection.  The 
work  will  be  published  in  two  large  volumes,  royal 
octavo,  uniform  with  Sparks’  fine  editions  of  Wash- 
ington and  Franklin,  and  is  expected  to  be  issued  in 
the  month  of  July.  [ Alexandria  Gazette. 

Suit  against  gen.  Gratiot.  We  learn  from 
the  St.  Louis  papers,  that  the  trial  of  the  suit  against 
gen.  Gratiot  was  commenced  in  the  U.  S.  circuit 
court,  holding  its  sittings  in  that  city,  on  the  10th 
inst. — The  suit  is  for  money’s  retained  by  gen.  G. 
on  a claim  for  extra  services  rendered  by  him  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  dispute  about  which  caused 
his  dismissal,  by  the  president,  from  the  engineer 
corps. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  trial  of  the  suit 
of  gen.  Gratiot,  a suit  against  lieut.  Eaton,  was  tried 


and  decided.  This  suit  was  also  for  money  retained 
and  which  was  claimed  by  lieut.  E.  as  commissions 
upon  money  disbursed  by  him,  as  a military  distri- 
buting agent  for  Indian  affairs,  under  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  1824. — A verdict  in  this  case  was  returned 
in  favor  of  the  United  States  for  $2,700 — the  jury 
believing  the  claim  not  to  be  valid.  Although  simi- 
lar in  some  respects,  it  is  said  that  gen.  Gratiot’s 
case  depends  on  entirely  different  grounds. 

Removal  or  the  deposites.  A volume  has 
been  recently  put  forth  by  the  honorable  W.  J.  Du- 
ane, formerly  secretary  of  the  treasury,  containing 
a narrative  and  some  correspondence  concerning  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  and  occurrences  connected 
therewith.  Only  a limited  number  of  copies  have 
been  printed,  and  these  have  been  circulated  chiefly 
among  the  friends  of  the  author. 

Louisiana.  We  were  in  error  in  stating  that 
the  nominations  of  Messrs.  Debigny  and  Garland  to 
be  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  Louisiana  had  been 
confirmed  by  the  senate  of  that  state — Mr.  Debigny 
declined  the  appointment,  and  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Garland  was  not  acted  on  when  the  legislature  ad- 
journed sine  die  on  the  20th  ult.  It  was  not  known 
whether  Mr.  G.  would  have  accepted,  but  the  non- 
action of  the  senate  will  leave  him  in  the  next  con- 
gress, to  which  he  had  been  re-elected. 

[Baltimore  Patriot. 

North  Carolina  gold  mines.  Since  our  last, 
we  have  heard  of  the  discovery  of  very  rich  ore  at 
the  Lemmon’s  mine,  about  fifteen  miles  southeast 
from  this  place.  It  is  believed  by  gentlemen  who 
have  seen  the  ore  that  one  bushel  of  the  best  would 
be  worth  at  least  $5,000,  and  the  poorest  about 
$100  per  bushel.  This  mine  is  situated  on  a ridge 
running  from  Fox’s  hill  in  a southw’estwardly  direc  ■ 
tion  to  the  Catawba  river,  and  in  every  instance 
where  the  ridge  has  been  penetrated,  fine  specimens 
of  its  richness  have  been  discovered. 

A new  mine  has  lately  been  opened  on  the  land 
of  Mr.  Elam  Hunter,  about  five  miles  east  of  Char- 
lotte, the  ore  of  which  is  considered  good,  some  spe- 
cimens of  which  w'e  have  seen.  This  land,  which 
would  have  been  considered  high  at  $500,  has  been 
increased  in  value  several  thousand. 

•’  The  Rodger’s  mine,  about  seventeen  miles  east  of 
this  place,  discovered  several  months  ago,  is  also 
found  to  be  rich  in  the  precious  metal,  masses  hav- 
ing been  found  embodied  in  quartz  rock,  one  piece 
itself  being  worth  $300. 

The  Rtidisill  mine,  which  has  not  been  worked 
for  some  months,  has  been  reopened  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  capt.  Penman,  with  a fine  prospect 
of  success. 

Every  indication  seems  to  strengthen  former  opi- 
nions, that  the  mineral  resources  of  this  section  of 
country  are  almost  inexhaustible. 

[ Charlotte  Journal. 

Emigrating  Seminoles.  From  the  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  Gazette  of  Aprils.  About  two  hundred 
and  sixty  Seminoles  arrived  here  yesterday,  from 
New  Orleans,  on  the  steamboat  Buckeye,  under  the 
charge  of  captain  Morrison,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  on 
their  way  to  the  country  assigned  them  in  the  west. 
They  are  a portion  of  the  band  who  have  been  bo- 
thering our  troops  in  the  hammocks  of  Florida, 
headed  by  the  negro  Abram,  who  is  with  the  party. 
They  are  all  fat  and  good  humored,  and  look  as  if 
they  had  been  living  a life  of  indolent  ease,  instead 
of  being  hunted  like  wild  beasts  from  fastness  to 
fastness.  A good  portion  of  the  party  is  composed 
of  women  and  children.  The  Buckeye  remains 
here  with  the  Indians  on  board,  waiting  for  water 
to  convey  them  to  fort  Gibson. 

Officers  of  our  navy.  The  following  list 
shows  the  places’of  nativity  of  all  the  commissioned 
and  warrant  officers  in  the  U.  S.  na^y;  Virginia,  192; 
New  York,  171;  Pennsylvania,  157;  Maryland,  124; 
Massachusetts,  102;  New  Jersey,  66;  South  Caroli- 
na, 49;  District  of  Columbia,  40;  Connecticut,  40; 
North  Carolina,  37;  Maine  33;  New  Hampshire,  30; 
Rhode  Island,  29;  Georgia,  24;  Kentucky,  25;  Dela- 
ware, 20,  Ohio,  16;  Vermont  14;  Tennessee,  12; 
Louisiana,  9;  Alabama,  4;  Missouri,  4;  Illinois,  3; 
Mississippi,  2;  Michigan,  1;  Indiana,  1;  Florida  1; 
Ireland,  12;  England,  9;  West  Indies,  5;  Germany, 
2;  Greece,  2;  Sweden,  1;  Belgium  1;  France,  1; 
Spain,  1;  Gibraltar,  1;  Italy,  1;  Sicily,  1;  Canada,  1; 
at  sea,  1. 

The  southern  commercial  convention  as- 
sembled at  Charleston  on  the  15th  inst.  208  delegates 
being  present,  representing  the  states  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Tennes- 
see, and  tha  territory  of  Florida.  Th*  hon.  Atbwry 


Hull,  of  Georgia,  was  unanimously  elected  presi- 
dent, and  chancellor  Harper,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
King,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Jamaghin,  of  Tennes- 
see, col.  Hamilton,  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Pollard,  of  Ala- 
bama and  col.  Wm.  J.  Mills,  of  Florida,  appointed 
vice  presidents. 

A committee  of  twenty-one  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare business  for  the  convention.  General  Hayne, 
introduced  a series  of  resolutions  embracing  all  the 
important  doctrines  of  the  advocates  of  the  direct 
trade,  and  recommending  the  extension  of  facilities 
to  merchants,  the  formation  of  commercial  connec- 
tions in  Europe,  the  vigorous  pursuits  of  internal  im- 
provements, the  promotion  of  commercial  education 
and  the  establishment  of  the  southern  review,  all  as 
means  contributing  more  or  less  to  the  object  of  the 
convention.  The  resolutions  were  on  his  motion  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  21. 

The  hon.  F.  H.  Elmore,  introduced  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  nine,  to  consist 
principally  of  merchants  from  the  interior  of  the 
states  and  territory  represented  in  this  convention, 
be  appointed  to  ascertain  and  report,  w’hether  goods 
have  not  been  imported  and  sold  at  southern  sea- 
ports, upon  as  good  terms,  and  at  as  fair  rates  as  they 
can  be  procured  at  the  north — and  whether  the 
country  merchants  cannot  now  procure  at  the  south- 
ern seaports  as  full  a supply  and  as  good  assortments, 
upon  as  fair  terms  and  as  favorable  periods  of  pay- 
ment, as  they  can  be  procured  elsewhere — and  whe- 
ther there  exists  any,  and  what  advantage  from 
making  purchases  from  the  direct  importers  at  the 
south.  . 


Doubtful  district  in  Illinois.  Mr.  Stuart 
has  addressed  the  following  to  his  competitor  in  the 
recent  congressional  election, 

Springfield,  March  13,  1839. 

Stephen  A.  Douglas,  esq.  Sir:  Your  communi- 
cation under  date  of  March  4th,  has  been  received, 
and  I have  bestowed  a careful  reflection  upon  the 
propositions  submitted  by  you.  The  determination 
at  which  I have  arrived,  I have  already  given  you 
in  a verbal  communication,  which  is,  that  I decline 
acceding  to  either  of  your  propositions. 

Your  propositions  seemed  to  be  based  upon  the 
supposition  that  “there  seemed  to  have  been  much 
difficulty  in  determining  which  of  us  was  duly 
elected  by  the  people,”  and  “that  by  some  the  re- 
sult is  even  yet  considered  doubtful.”  It  would  be 
very  apparent  that  were  I to  accede  to  either  of 
your  propositions,  that  I would  thereby  acknow- 
ledge that  I too,  had  doubts,  which  would  be  very 
far  from  the  truth.  I have  carefully  examined 
all  the  facts  that  have  been  brought  before  the  pub- 
lic, all  the  alleged  mistakes  that  have  been  made 
against  you,  and  as  at  present  advised,  I have  not 
one  single  doubt,  but  that  I have  received  a majori- 
ty of  the  votes  of  the  people.  If  you  have  doubts 
upon  that  subject,  you  can  contest  the  election,  and 
I will  prove  it  even  to  your  satisfaction.  Under 
this  state  of  fact  I would  prove  false  to  myself,  to 
my  friends,  to  the  people  who  elected  me,  whose 
favors  I gratefully  acknowledge,  were  I to  resign 
the  post  with  which  they  have  honored  me,  be- 
cause you  had  some  doubts.  If  I were  to  resign  and 
run  the  race  over  and  beat  you  again,  you  might 
even  then  have  some  doubts. 

I acknowledge  in  all  its  force  the  doctrine,  that 
the  people  should  rule,  and  using  your  own  language 
— “I  would  disdain  to  accept  a seat  in  congress  ex- 
cept hy  the  will  and  votes  of  a majority  of  those 
I should  represent.”  I bow  with  gratitude  to  the 
people,  that  they  have  given  me  the  privilege  to 
say  that,  I believe  I now  have  that  majority.  Il  l be- 
lieved I had  not  that  majority,  I would  accede  to 
some  one  of  your  propositions;  but  believing  as  I 
do,  that  I have  a clear  majority,  I decline  them  all. 
If  the  trouble,  excitement,  delay  and  expense,  of  a 
contested  election  does  happen — if,  as  some  of  your 
friends  say,  “this  large  and  populous  district  is  to 
be  for  a time  without  a representative,  on  you  shall 
that  responsibility  rest.  I do  not  consider  your  va- 
rious propositions  worthy  of  a more  particular  re- 
ply, as  they  are  all  evidently  intended  for  the  pub- 
lic, and  not  for  me. 

This  will  close  our  correspondence  upon  this 
subject.  John  T.  Stuart. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  We  learn  with 
great  pleasure  that  the  water  has  been  admitted  into 
the  twenty-seven  miles  of  this  canal  lately  finished, 
and  that  boats  are  now  navigating  that,  as  W'ell  as 
the  older  portions  of  the  line. 

This  completes  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  miles 
of  this  great  work,  leaving  but  fifty  miles  to  finish,  in 
order  to  connect  the  town  of  Cumberland  with  tide- 
water, by  the  most  perfect  canal  navigation  which 
this  country  can  boast  of. 
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We  may  now  expect  a great  increase  to  the  trade 
of  the  canal,  because  the  portion  in  use  connects 
with  the  national  road  at  Hancock,  at  which  point 
the  descending  trade  will  take  the  boat.  Already 
several  boats,  freighted  with  potatoes,  fish,  salt  and 
other  merchandise,  from  this  District,  have  passed 
through  this  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  miles  of 
canal,  to  points  on  the  river  above  the  6th  dam, 
which  is  at  the  mouth  of  Great  Cacapon  river. 

Owing  to  the  unusual  low  stage  of  the  water  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  the  river  navigation  between 
Cumberland  and  the  point  to  w-hich  the  canal  is 
finished  is  very  dangerous;  so  much  so,  that  out  ofse- 
ven  coal  boats  which  left  Cumberland  lately,  during 
a small  rise  in  the  river,  but  three  reached  the  canal, 
the  others  being  lost.  This  fact  shows  how  impor- 
tant the  completion  of  the  canal  is  to  the  people  of 
Maryland,  as  well  as  the  advantages  which  the  peo- 
ple of  this  District  may  reasonably  anticipate,  upon 
the  accomplishmenl  of  that  event.  [ Nat ■ Int. 

Exploring  expedition.  Letter  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  communicating  information  as 
to  the  pay  and  promotion  of  officers  of  the  exploring 
expedition. 

Navy  department,  Feb.  14,  1839. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  11th  instant,  directing  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  “to  inform  this  house  what  pay 
and  emoluments  are  allowed  to  lieutenant  Wilkes 
and  the  officers  under  his  command  in  the  South 
sea  exploring  expedition,  and  if  any  assurances  have 
been  given  by  the  department  that  the  acting  ap- 
pointments now  held  by  them  will  be  confirmed  on 
their  return  to  the  United  States,  and  whether  the 
expedition  is  of  a naval  character  or  not,”  I have  the 
honor  to  state: 

That  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  lieut.  Wilkes 
and  the  officers  under  his  command  have  not  been 
increased  by  an  authority  derived  from  this  depart- 
ment beyond  those  established  by  law. 

That  no  assurances  have  been  given  by  this  de- 
partment that  the  acting  appointments  now  held  by 
them  will  be  confirmed  on  their  return  to  the  United 
States — but  that  on  the  contrary,  their  appointments 
are  expressly  limited  to  the  duration  of  this  special 
service,  and  cease  from  the  moment  the  officers  are 
detached  from  the  expedition. 

And  that  the.expedition  is  not  of  a military  cha- 
racter, from  the  express  terms  of  the  law  by  which  it 
is  authorised — it  is  strictly  prohibited  by  instruc- 
tions from  engaging  in  hostilities,  except  in  self-de- 
fence, and  restricted  to  the  peaceful  purposes  of  ex- 
tending the  bounds  of  geographical  knowledge,  en- 
larging the  sphere  of  science,  and  affording  addi- 
tional facilities  to  commercial  enterprise. 

Whether  a consideration  of  the  circumstances  that 
most  of  the  officers  of  the  expedition  were  with- 
drawn from  the  coast  survey,  where  they  received 
additional  pay;  that  they  are  engaged  in  a service  of 
great  exposure  and  probable  hardship  and  privation, 
calling  for  the  exercise  of  more  than  ordinary  forti- 
tude and  endurance,  shall  entitle  them  to  the  emolu- 
ments which  they  sacrificed  to  enter  upon  this  en- 
terprise, when  it  is  successfully  accomplished,  is  for 
the  wisdom  and  equity  of  congress  to  decide.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  J.  K.  Paulding. 

Hon.  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Atlantic  storms.  The  phenomena  of  storms 
are  recently  attracting  from  the  scientific  world 
considerable  attention.  Very  important  develop- 
ments of  the  laws  which  govern  their  progress  and 
character  have  lately  been  made,  especially  by  Mr. 
William  C.  Redfield,  of  New  York.  The  results 
of  this  gentleman’s  investigations,  as  published  in 
a late  volume  of  Sillman's  well  known  American 
Journal  of  science  and  arts,  have  been  noticed, 
with  the  most  flattering  commendations,  in  the 
principal  scientific  journals  in  England,  and  by  va- 
rious learned  societies  beyond  the  Atlantic.  This 
adds  another  item  to  the  credit  of  philosophic  mind 
in  America. 

By  comparing  numerous  data,  Mr.  Redfield  has 
traced  both  the  form  and  the  progress  of  several 
storms  which  have  lately  agitated  the  bosom  of  the 
old  Atlantic.  Their  form  is  that  of  a great  whirl- 
wind of  hundreds  of  miles  in  circuit.  This  whirl 
moves  rounds  its  centre,  in  a direction  opposite  to 
the  sun’s  apparent  motion,  and  the  centre,  together 
with  the  whole  body  of  the  whirl,  has  a progressive 
motion  onward  towards  the  west  and  north,  in  one 
vast  curve.  This  curve  Mr.  ft.  has  traced  from  a 
region  in  the  eastern  Atlantic  towards  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  a few  degrees  north  of  the  equator, 
thence,  at  first  nearly  west,  but  veering  constantly 
more  and  more  to  the  north  as  it  approaches  the 
American  coast,  until  it  arrives  opposite  New  En- 
gland, where  its  course  is  nearly  north;  and  in  its 
further  progress  it  is  still  more  towards  the  east. 


It  is  by  no  means  yet  certain  that  these  characters 
belong  to  all  the  Atlantic  storms.  The  results,  how- 
ever, already  attained,  may  be  of  vast  importance 
to  the  interests  of  navigation,  and  thereby  to  the 
world  generally.  [ Boston  Advertiser. 

Abolition  in  the  French  colonies.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  abolition  of  French  negro  slave- 
ry which  is  connected  with  the  sugar  question,  will 
occupy  the  legislature.  The  Paris  abolitionists 
have  not  been  idle  since  last  spring.  They  have 
constantly  corresponded  with  British  societies,  and 
expect  success  from  the  occurrence  in  the  British 
West  Indies.  The  French,  generally,  question  the 
philanthropy  of  England  in  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
They  attribute  the  measure  to  calculations  of  interest 
alone,  “the  manufacture  of  beet  root  sugar  in  Eu- 
rape,  and  other  events,  having  taught  her  that  slaves 
and  sugar  islands  would  ere  long,  become  unprofita- 
ble in  the  commercial  sense.  [ Salem  Gazette. 

The  Lorillard  estate.  On  Saturday  the 
gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  make  a fair  di- 
vision of  the  real  estate  of  the  late  George  Loril- 
lard, finished  their  labors.  The  property  consisted 
of  upward  of  four  hundred  houses,  stores  and  blocks 
of  property  in  the  city,  and  is  valued  at  upwards  of 
three  millions  of  dollars.  After  the  same  was.com- 
pleted,  the  five  heirs  drew  by  lot  for  their  parcels. 
The  estate  of  Jacob  Lorillard  took  one  part — Peter 
Lorillard  one — Mrs.  Robert  Barstow  and  niece  one 
— Mrs.  John  G.  Coster  and  brother,  one — and  the 
other  to  a sister,  the  name  we  did  not  hear. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Lorillard  died  a 
bachelor,  leaving  his  property  to  his  nephews  and 
nieces.  Some  of  the  heirs  being  dissatisfied,  they 
contested  the  validity  of  the  will,  which  was  declar- 
ed void  by  the  court  of  errors.  By  this  decision 
this  immense  property  will  now  come  into  use  in  a 
much  more  advantageous  manner  for  the  public 
than  if  the  will  had  been  sustained.  [A.  Y.  Exp. 

Dinner  to  Mr.  Rives.  A public  dinner  was 
given  to  Mr.  Rives  by  his  fellow  citizens  of  Al- 
bemarle county,  cn  the  20th  instant.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a copy  of  his  letter  of  acceptance: 

Castle  Hill,  April  5th,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received,  with  the  liveliest 
sensibility,  your  communication  of  the  2d  inst. 

The  testimony  it  conveys  to  me  of  your  approba- 
tion of  my  public  conduct  is  most  dear  to  me.  It 
comes  from  those,  of  whom  a large  majority  have 
been  close  and  near  observers  of  my  conduct,  ever 
since  I have  been  called,  by  the  confidence  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  to  take  any  part  whatever  in  public 
affairs.  Coming,  too,  from  men,  whose  uniform  and 
consistent  attachment  to  the  illustrious  founders  and 
cherished  principles  of  the  republican  party,  is  well 
known,  and  who  were  ardent  friends  to  the  election 
of  the  present  chief  magistiate,  (in  the  hope  and  be- 
lief that  he  would  faithfully  carry  out  those  princi- 
ples), it  is  a cheering  indication  that  the  spirit  of 
party  subserviency  has  not,  in  this  ancient  and  ve- 
nerable commonwealth,  extinguished  those  senti- 
ments of  manly  independence  and  of  public  virtue, 
which  recognises  the  good  of  the  country  as  the  sole 
legitimate  end  of  party  co-operation,  and  the  only 
rightful  test  by  which  to  try  the  actions  of  public 
men.  It  is  in  obedience  to  this  principle,  that  I have 
felt  myself  called  on  by  every  obligation  of  patriotism 
and  fidelity;  to  oppose,  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
those  measures  of  the  administration,  which,  with 
you,  I believe  to  be  pernicious  to  the  interests,  and 
dangerous  to  the  free  republican  institutions  of  our 
country. 

Profoundly  grateful,  gentlemen,  for  the  approba- 
tion you  have  so  cordially  expressed  of  my  conduct 
in  this  and  other  instances,  since  I have  been  in  the 
public  service,  I accept,  with  pleasure  your  kind  in- 
vitation, and  shall  be  most  happy  to  meet  you  at  the 
time  and  place  you  have  indicated.  Accept,  I pray 
you,  the  sentiments  of  warm  regard  and  sincere 
esteem  with  which  I am  your  friend  and  fellow- 
citizen,  W.  C.  Rives. 

To  Messrs.  Higginbotham,  Craven,  Durrett,  Kin- 
solving and  others. 

General  Scott.  In  connection  with  the  name 
of  general  Scott,  we  copy  from  a recent  publication, 
by  Dr.  Channing,  this  noble  tribute  to  “the  pacifica- 
tor ” 

To  this  distinguished  man  belongs  the  rare  honor 
of  uniting,  with  military  energy  and  daring,  the 
spirit  of  a philanthropist.  His  exploits  in  the  field, 
which  placed  him  in  the  first  rank  of  our  soldiers, 
have  been  obscured  by  the  purer  arid  more  lasting 
glory  of  a pacificator,' and  of  a friend  of  , mankind. 
In  the  whole  history  of  the  intercourse  of  civiliz- 
ed with  barbarous  or  half-civilized  communities, 
we  doubt  whether  a brighter  page  can  be  found 


than  that  which  records  his  agency  m the  removal 
of  the  Cherokees.  As  far  as  the  wrongs  done  to 
this  race  can  be  atoned  for,  general  Scott  has  made 
the  expiation.  In  his  recent  mission  to  the  disturb- 
ed borders  of  our  country,  he  has  succeeded,  not  so 
much  by  policy  as  by  the  nobleness  and  generosity 
of  his  character,  by  moral  influences,  by  the  earnest 
conviction  with  which  he  has  enforced  on  all  with 
whom  he  has  had  to  do,  the  obligations  of  patriot- 
ism, justice,  humanity  and  religion.  It  would  not 
be  easy  to  find  among  us  a man  who  has  won  a pur- 
er fame;  and  I am  happy  to  offer  this  tribute,  be- 
cause I would  do  something,  no  matter  how  little, 
to  hasten  the  time,  when  the  spirit  of  Christian  hu- 
manity shall  be  accounted  an  essential  attribute 
and  the  brightest  ornament  in  a public  man. 

Chain  of  rail  roads  from  Boston  to  lake 
Erie.  This  chain  will  probably  be  completed  in 
two  or  three  years,  as  follows — (The  Albany  route 
will  be  15  or  16  miles  nearer). 

Miles. 


Boston  to  Worcester,  44 

Worcester  to  West  Stockbridge,  117 

West  Stockbridge  to  Hudson,  30 

Hudson  to  Catskill,  (ferry)  6 

Catskill  to  Canajoharie,  68 

Canajoharie  to  Utica,  41 

Utica  to  Syiacuse,  50 

Syracuse  to  Auburn,  25 

Auburn  to  Rochester,  75 

Rochester  to  Batavia,  30 

Batavia  to  Buffalo,  35 

Total  distance  from  Boston  to  Buffalo,  521 
From  New  York  to  Buffalo  via  Catskill  is  about 


444  miles.  [A.  Y.  Jour,  of  Com. 

Steam  mail  packets.  A contract  had  been 
made  by  the  British  government,  wilh  the  honora- 
ble S.  Cunard,  lor  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  from 
England  to  Halifax,  and  from  Halifax  to  Boston,  and 
also  from  Halifax  by  Pictou  to  Quebec,  twice  a 
month,  for  the  sum  of  £55,000  sterling  per  annum. 
The  contract  is  for  seven  years.  The  first  boat  is  to 
leave  Liverpool,  May  1,  1840.  The  boats  from  Hali- 
fax to  Boston  and  from  Pictou  to  Quebec,  to  run  as 
long  as  the  navigation  continues  open  between  the 
two  latter  ports,  are  to  be  of  150  horse  power.  The 
boat  from  Liverpool  to  Halifax  300  horse  power.  To 
carry  these  arrangements  into  effect,  it  is  stated  that 
seven  or  eight  boats  will  be  required.  Mr.  Cunard 
intends  that  the  boats  shall  be  built  in  Scotland.  A 
letter  received  in  Halifax,  stating  these  facts,  recom- 
mends that  there  shall  be  no  delay  in  building  the 
long  talked  of  hotel  at  Halifax. 

Atlantic  steam  navigation.  An  interest- 
ing letter  on  this  subject,  from  an  American  citizen 
in  London,  is  contained  in  the  New  York  Courier. 
The  writer  furnishes  the  following  list  of  steam  ves- 
sels now  employed  in  navigating  the  Atlantic,  and 
also  those  which  are  being  built  for  that  purpose: 

Great  Western — 1,350  tons.  450  horse  power,  built 
in  Bristol. 

British  Queen — 1,800  tons,  500  horse  power,  built 
in  London. 

Liverpool — 1,050  tons,  464  horse  power,  built  in 
Liverpool. 

President,  (American) — 2,400  tons,  600  horse 
power,  built  in  London. 

United  States — 1,250  tons,  420  horse  power, 
built  in  Liverpool. 

United  Kingdom — 1,250  tons,  420  horse  power, 
built  in  Liverpool. 

Atlanta — 1,250  tons,  350  horse  power,  (iron), 
built  in  Liverpool. 

New  York- — to  be  built  in  Bristol,  of  iron. 

Thus,  in  the  course  of  two  years,  there  will,  be 
employed  between  England  and  the  United  States 
no  less  than  eight  British  steam  ships;  and  allowing 
each  to  perform  eight  voyages  per  annum,  we  shall 
have  a steam  conveyance  at  intervals  of  every  six 
days. 

Law  case.  An  important  decision  to  American 
merchants  was  made  in  Boston,  by  chief  justice 
Shaw,- last  week.  It  was  on  an  action  brought 
against  a commission  merchant  to  recover  the  differ- 
ence between  the  price  at  which  a lot  of  goods  were 
sold,  and  the  price  limited  by  the  owner— an  ad- 
vance having  been  made  upon  the  consignment 
by  the  commission  merchant.  It  w as  rulrd  by  the 
court,  says  the  Boston  Times,  that  “a  commission 
merchant  having  received  goods  to  sell  at  a limited 
price,  and  made  advances  on  the  same,  has  a right  to 
reimburse  himself  by  selling  said  goods  at  a fair 
market  price,  if  the  consignee  refuses  uptm  applica- 
tion, and  after  areasonable  time,  to  jepay  ihe  ad- 
vances.” 
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Important  decision.  The  supreme  court  of 
Pennsylvania,  it  is  said,  have  recently  decided  that 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  officers  in  the  revenue 
of  the  United  States  are  subject  to  taxation  for  coun- 
ty, and  it  may  be  inferred  for  corporation  purposes. 
No  opinion  was  expressed  as  to  naval  and  military 
officers,  as  the}'  may  be  employed  and  spend  their 
pay  abroad.  If  settled  here,  they  seem  to  come 
within  the  decision.  The  answer  to  the  objection 
that  they  were  officers  of  the  superior  government 
was,  that  the  principle  on  which  the  decision  was 
made  is  the  same  as  that  on  which  the  stock  of  the 
United  States  bank,  held  by  a resident,  was  declared 
taxable,  as  of  a state  institution.  If  the  officers  of 
the  United  States  have  not  heretofore  been  taxed, 
this  decision  is  one  of  importance  to  the  country, 
and  especially  to  the  city,  where  the  great  body  ot 
the  officers  of  the  general  government  is  located, 
whose  salaries,  even  including  judges,  are  now  con- 
sidered rateable;  the  same  court  having  decided  that 
the  office  of  a president  judge  of  the  common  pleas 
is  subject  to  taxation.  Although  his  salary  cannot 
constitutionally  be  reduced,  the  court  said  there  W'as 
no  more  reason  to  exempt  a judge  from  contribution 
to  the  public  burthen,  than  any  other  person.  On 
referring  to  the  blue  book,  we  find,  on  a rough  esti- 
mate, that  there  are  at  least  one  hundred  custom 
house  officers,  with  aggregate  salaries  of  from  110,000 
to  112,000  dollars.  If  to  these  salaries  are  added 
the  salaries  of  all  the  officers  in  the  post  office  and 
mint,  with  many  connected  with  the  war  and  navy 
departments,  salaries  to  the  amount  of  at  least 
200,000  dollars  become  rateable  to  the  county  and 
city  tax.  [P/ii7a,  U.  S.  Gaz. 

Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayres.  By  the  ar- 
rival of  the  bark  Col.  Howard,  at  New  York,  from 
Montevideo,  letters  have  been  received  from  that 
place  to  the  9th  February,  wdiich  state  the  continu- 
ance of  the  blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres,  without  any 
prospect  of  its  being  raised.  A portion  of  the  French 
squadron  were  in  the  river  Parana,  probably  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  governor  Rosas  sending  troops 
into  the  province  of  Eutre  Rios  Gen.  Rivers  was 
about  leaving  Montevideo  to  take  the  command  of 
the  forces  raised  by  the  province  for  the  purpose  of 
operating  against  Rosas  in  Eutre  Rios.  The  decla- 
ration of  war  by  Montevideo  against  Buenos  Ayres 
was  about  being  proclaimed. 

From  Smyrna.  We  have  received  our  files  of 
Smyrna  papers  to  January  2d.  They  contain  some 
articles  of  information  from  the  east,  which  we  had 
not  before  received.  Mehemet  Ali,  the  pacha  of 
Egypt,  had  published  a circular  announcing  his  safe 
arrival  at  Kardoum.and  detailing  his  travels  to  that 
point.  Under  the  head  of  Alexandria,  Dec.  22,  we 
find  the  following:  A protestation  of  the  consuls  of 
Cairo  against  the  pacha  Abbas,  governor  of  this 
city,  was  yesterday  the  prevailing  subject  of  con- 
versation. The  protest  relates  to  an  insult  offered 
by  this  governor  to  M.  Thibel,  French  consul,  in 
causing  the  pipe  to  be  offered  to  general  Venture, 
whom  he  had  gone  to  present,  without  offering  it 
to  him.  The  pacha  has  sometimes  also  the  rude- 
ness to  have  a pipe  brought  to  himself  without  giv- 
ing it  to  the  consuls  who  are  visiting  him.  The 
protest,  which  rests  principally  on  these  grievances, 
is  signed  by  the  English,  French,  Sardinian,  Aus- 
trian and  American  consuls. 

Under  the  date  of  Constantinople,  Jan.  2,  we 
find  the  lollowing:  on  last  Wednesday,  the  palace 
destined  for  the  sultana  Atie,  the  youngest  daughter 
of  the  sultan,  whose  marriage  is  to  be  celebrated 
in  the  spring,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  This  palace 
was  situated  on  the  European  shore  of  the  Bospho- 
rus, near  the  palace  of  the  sultan’s  sister.  The  fire 
was  lighted  by  the  carelessness  of  a workman,  who, 
to  discover  the  quantity  of  spirits  of  turpentine  re- 
maining in  a vessel,  brought  a light  near  it;  the  fire 
took  immediately,  and  spread  with  incredible  ra- 
pidity, so  that  a great  number  of  workmen  found 
it  impossible  to  escape;  the  number  who  perished 
is  placed  as  high  as  twenty.  The  Seraskier  Pacha 
and  a great  number  of  distinguished  persons  col- 
lected on  the  spot,  but  notwithstanding  the  prompti- 
tude and  efficiency  of  the  assistance,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  save  the  palace,  which  was  wholly  con- 
sumed in  a few  hours.  The  los3  is  estimated  at 
about  five  million  piasters.  It  is  determined  not  to 
rebuild  the  palace  on  the  same  ground,  and  that 
after  her  marriage  the  Sultana  Atie  shall  have  for 
her  temporary  residence  the  palace  of  Said  Pacha,’ 
situated  at  the  Arnaout-Keuy,  and  which  was  last 
occupied  by  the  sultana  Mihirma. 

[Boston  Daily  Adv. 

From  China.  We  are  indebted  to  a friend  for 
files  of  the  Canton  Register  to  October  30th.  Their , 
news  is  anticipated.  We  glean  some  items; 


China.  The  army.  The  Mandshoors,  with  the 
Mongolians  and  Chinese,  who  accompanied  them 
upon  their  first  invasion  of  China,  constitute  a dis- 
tinct military  community,,  which  is  divided  into 
“standards.”  Every  standard  is  sub- divided  into 
three  sections,  each  section  or  division  into  compa- 
nies, and  every  company  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men. 

The  Mandshoors  quartered  at  Pekin  are  one  hun- 
dred and  two  thousand;  the  Mongolians  in  the  same 
city  thirty  thousand;  the  Chinese  thirty-nine  thou- 
sand; the  Mandshoors  in  the  provinces  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  thousand;  to  these  add  the  “wild 
hunters”  fourteen  thousand — total  three  hundred 
and  thirteen  thousand  troops. 

There  is  a prince  at  the  head  of  every  standard, 
who  is  styled  a “Dshasak,”  a term  denoting  a ruler; 
immediately  under  him  are  the  “Tosolaktshi,”  his 
adjutantoraid-de-camp,and.the“Chosho  dshaugin,” 
his  aid  or  adjutant;  and  next  we  have  the  “Dsha- 
landshaugin,”  or  colonel,  and  the  “Somo-dshaugin,” 
or  heads  of  squadrons  and  companies. 

The  Chinese  troops  form  two  separate  classes; 
the  one  consisting  of  the  Mandshoors,  Mongolians 
and  Mandshoor  Chinese,  and  the  other  of  native 
born  Chinese,  The  first  named  class  is  selected 
f rom  the  different  standards,  and  thence  denominat- 
ed exclusively  “Standard  Troops;”  the  last  named 
class  bear  green  standards  whence  they  are  termed 
the  “Troop  of  the  Green  Standard;”  the  former 
garrison  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  empire, 
while  the  latter  do  the  ordinary  duty  of  ports,  as 
well  within  as  beyond  the  frontiers  of  China.  The 
standard  troops  amount  to  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  thousand,  and  the  troops  of  the  green  standard 
to  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  three  hun- 
dred; forming  a total  force  of  nine  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-nine thousand  three  hundred  men.  The  govern- 
ment maintains  three  thousand  regular  troops  in 
Thibet,  besides  a number  of  irregulars. 

A beggar  in  Canton  extorts  money  from  the 
crowd  by  exhibiting  the  disgusting  sight  of  his 
amputated  arm  embalmed.  [N.  Y.  Star. 

Observations  on  the  canals  of  England. 
The  following  calculation  will  show  the  immense 
wealth  created  in  England  by  the  spirit  of  associa- 
tion and  of  enterprise,  which  is  developed  with  so 
much  difficulty  amongst  other  nations.  It  presents 
a comparison  between  the  first  cost  of  shares  in  each 
respective  canal  and  of  the  profit  realized  on  stock, 
according  to  the  actual  returns: 

First  cost.  Value  of  stock. 
Canal  of  Coventry,  sterling  £100  £750 

of  Mersey  100  720 

of  Conford  100  410 

of  Leeds  and  Liverpool  100  470 

of  Monmouthshire  100  195 

of  Trent  and  Mersey, 

one-quarter  of  part  50  650 

d’Oxfort  100  550 

of  Longborough  142  2,200 

of  Glamorganshire  172  290 

of  Warwick  & Hampton  100  215 

of  Stroud  water  150  500 

of  Heat  107  289 

of  Shrewsbury  125  250 

of  Birmingham  17  240 

of  Stafford  & Worcester  140  550 

The  capital  employed  in  the  prosecution  of  these 
canals  increased,  as  iheir  utility  and  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  them  were  made  known,  to  the  sur- 
prising point  at  which  they  are  at  the  present  day, 
being  a quintuple  profit.  One  hundred  pounds  ster- 
ling invested  in  Ibis  stock,  yields  to  its  proprietor  an 
interest  of  more  than  five  times  that  amount,  and  a 
revenue  in  proportion.  [Nat.  Int. 

Swiftness  of  birds.  The  smallest  bird,  says 
M.  Yirey,  can  fly  several  leagues  in  an  hour;  the 
hawk  goes  commonly  at  the  rate  of  a league  in  four 
minutes,  or  above  forty  miles  an  hour.  A falcon  of 
Henry  II.  was  flown  from  Fontainbleau,  and  found, 
by  its  ring,  at  Malta  next  day.  One,  sent  from  Ca- 
naries to  Andalusia,  returned- to  Teneriffe  in  sixteen 
hours,  a distance  of  near  seven  hundred  miles,  which 
it  must  have  gone  at  the  average  rate  of  twenty-four 
miles  an  hour.  Gulls  go  seven  hundred  miles  out  to 
sea  and  return  daily;  and  frigate  birds  have  been 
found  at  twelve  hundred  miles  from  any  land.  Upon 
their  migration,  he  states  as  a known  fact,  that 
cranes  go  and  return  at  the  same  date,  without  the 
least  regard  to  the  state  of  the  weather,  which  shows 
no  doubt,  if  true,  a most  peculiar  instinct;  but  these, 
and,  indeed,  all  facts  which  we  find  stated  by  a wri- 
ter so  much  addicted  to  painting  and  coloring,  must 
be  received  will)  a degree  of  suspicion  for  which  no 
one  but  M.  Virey  to  to  be  blamed.  The  accounts, 
however,  of  the  swiftness  of  birds,  I can  well  credit, 
from  an  experiment  which  I made  when  travelling  * 


on  a railway.  While  going  at  the  rate  of  thirty 
miles  an  hour,  I let  fly  a bee;  it  made  its  circles  as 
usual,  and  surrounded  us  easily.  Now,  if  there  was 
no  current  of  air  or  draft  to  bear  it  along,  this  indi- 
cated a rate  of  ninety  miles  an  hour;  and  even  allow- 
ing for  a current,  the  swiftness  must  have  been  great. 
I should,  however,  wish  to  repeat  the  experiment 
before  being  quite  sure  of  so  great  a swiftnesss  in  so 
small  an  insect.  [Lord  Brougham. 

Pitcairn’s  island.  This  small  and  remote  spot, 
so  well  known  and  interesting,  from  its  haying  been 
the  retreat  of  a portion  of  the  mutineers  of  the  British 
government  brig  Bounty,  commanded  by  lieutenant 
Bligh,  was  recently  touched  at  by  the  bark  Kent,  on 
her  passage  from  California  to  this  port.  It  may  be 
remembered,  that  some  years  since,  Alexander 
Smith  alias  John  Adams,  one  ot  the  crew  of  the 
Bounty,  and  the  patriarch  of  the  island,  contemplat- 
ing the  increasing  population,  with  the  limited  means 
of  support,  deemed  it  advisable  to  remove  with  the 
inhabitants  for  Otaheite;  but  after  a short  residence, 
being  disgusted  with  the  licentious  conduct  of  the 
natives,  they  were  reconveyed  to  their  own  little 
paradise  in  the  midst  of  the  South  Pacific.  It  is  not 
a little  singular  that,  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
three  of  their  number  who  died,  the  whole  body 
should  have  returned  without  leaving  one  of  their 
company  behind.  When  the  Bounty  last  left  the 
island  of  Otaheite  she  had  on  board  nine  of  the  mu- 
tineers, six  men  and  twelve  women  of  Tabouai  and 
Otaheite.  Of  these  there  are  but  two  of  the  women 
now  living.  Adams  died  in  1829.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants,  at  the  time  of  the  Kent’s 
visit,  was  ninety-nine,  one  having  died  a day  or  two 
before  her  arrival.  They  are  represented  to  be  the 
same  simple  hearted,  happy  aid  religious  people  de- 
scribed by  captain  Beechy  of  the  Blossom,  and  others, 
and  living  without  any  chief  or  governor.  Whalers 
frequently  visit  them  for  supplies  of  vegetables,  of 
which  there  is  an  abundance  of  various  kinds.  Pigs 
and  goats  are  scarce,  and  seldom  killed  by  the  na- 
tives, with  a view  of  increasing  their  stock.  It  may 
be  interesting  to  the  curious,  to  know'  that  a piece 
of  the  bell  of  the  Bounty  was  brought  home  by  cap- 
tain Steele.  A highly  interesting  account  of  the 
mutiny  and  a description  of  Pitcairn’s  island,  may 
be  found  in  the  31st  number  of  Harper’s  Family  Li- 
brary 

The  “first  iron  steamboat.”  We  have 
twice  or  three  times,  within  the  past  year  endea- 
vored to  “set  history  right,”  in  regard  to  the  place 
at  which,  and  the  individuals  by  whom,  the  “first 
iron  steamboat  was  built  in  America.”  The  steam- 
boat “ Codorus ” Was  the  first  iron  steamboat  built  in 
the  United  States,  as  has  been  repeatedly  stated  in 
this  and  other  papers;  and  that  boat  was  built  some 
tw'elve  or  fourteen  years  since,  at  York,  Pa.  by 
Messrs.  Davis,  Gartner  &.  Webb  and  Mr.  John  El- 
gar. The  boat  was  intended  to  ply  on  the  Susque- 
hanna river,  and  with  that  especial  object  in  view, 
was  so  constructed,  as  to  draw  about  twelve  inches  of 
water,  with  all  her  machinery  on  board.  It  was 
built  at  York,  (the  hull  altogether  of  iron),  mount- 
ed upon  wheels  and  thus  transported  by  horse  power 
to  the  river,  and  there  launched,  opposite  Marietta. 
It  made  one  or  two  voyages  under  “captain  Elgar” 
to  the  head  waters  of  the  Susquehanna;  but  small  as 
was  its  draft  of  water,  it  was  found  to  be  too  great 
at  certain  seasons  for  the  bars  and  shallows  of  the 
river,  and  the  enterprise  was  abandoned.  The  first 
iron  steamboat,  the  Codorus,  was  afterwards  brought 
to  this  city,  where  after  remaining  sometime,  it  was 
taken  farther  south,  to  ply  on  some  small  river.  Of 
its  after  destinies,  we  have  no  information. 

All  this,  we  think,  has  been  stated,  at  least  in 
substance,  once  or  twice  before,  in  this  paper.  Yet, 
in  the  Patriot  of  Wednesday,  a short  paragraph, 
from  another  paper  some  how  found  place,  which 
states  that  “the  first  iron  steamboat  in  this  country, 
is  now  building  at  Pittsburg!”  How  are  we  to  cre- 
dit, or  accredit,  the  truths  of  history,  if  the  record 
of  passing  events,  regarding  a matter  of  which 
there  is  no  doubt,  becomes  so  early  vitiated? 

[Balt.  Pat , 


The  lakes.  The  extent  of  the  great  lakes  to 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  Michigan  state  geologist, 
as  follows: 


Mean  length. 

Mean  breadth.  Area. 

sq.  mis. 

Superior 

400 

80 

32,000 

Michigan 

220 

70 

22,000 

Huron 

240 

80 

20,000 

Green  Bay 

100 

20 

2,000 

Erie 

240 

40 

9.600 

Ontario 

180 

35 

6,300 

St.  Clair 

20 

14  * 

360 

90,060 
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The  same 

tabular  statement 

exhibits  also 

depth  of  each  and  the  elevation  of  each  above 
water — 

Mean  depth.  Elevation. 

Superior 

900 

596 

Michigan 

1,000 

1,000 

678 

Huron 

578 

St.  Clair 

20 

570 

Erie 

84 

565 

Ontario 

500 

232 

It  is  computed  that  the  lakes  contain  more  than 
14,000  cubic  miles  of  water,  a quantity  more  than 
half  of  all  the  fresh  water  on  the  earth. 

The  extent  of  country  drained  by  the  lakes,  from 
Niagara  to  the  northwestern  angle  of  Superior,  in- 
cluding also  the  area  of  the  lakes  themselves,  is  es- 
timated at  385,515  square  miles. 

The  rise  of  water  at  Detroit  from  June,  1830,  to 
August,  1838,  is  said  to  have  been  5 feet  3 inches. 
The  water  fell  from  August,  1838,  to  February, 
1839,  3 feet  8 inches,  so  that  it  is  1 foot  7 inches 
above  the  mark  of  1830.  [ Ohio  Transcript. 

Agricultural  statistics.  The  following  sta- 
tistics of  the  county  of  Susquehannah  are  from  an 
official  report  made  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia for  1838: 

Acres  of  turnips  73 

buckweat  3,546 

flax  195 

ruta  baga  32 

peas  230 

beans  83 


No.  of  farms 
Acres  of  wheat 
“ rye 

“ corn 

“ oats 

“ meadow 

“ potatoes 


2,768 

5,439 

1,624 

3,330 

8,404 

34,792 

2,367 


Aggregate  val. 
97,961  §23,502  64 

195,025  00 
99,425  00 
164,305  00 
84,101  00 
12,800  00 
454,920  00 
14,519  00 
3,659  94 
Of  barley 


3,998 

2,919 

8,187 

51,600 

9,033 


No  of  maple  trees  tapped* 

Whole  No-  of  horses 
“ oxen 

“ cows 

“ sheep 

“ swine 

“ neat  cattle  of  all  ages  22,746 

Lbs.  of  butter  sold  257,325 

“ cheese  sold  58,559 

The  average  size  of  farms  105  acres. 

178  acres  were  Taised  in  tlve  county.  Corn  averaged 
33  bushels  per  acre.  Potatoes  170  bushels  per  acre. 
The  county  has  a surplus  of  oats,  corn  and  potatoes. 
193,783  lbs.  of  maple  sugar  were  made,  averaging  3 
lbs.  to  a tree.  The  best  crop  of  ruta  baga  on  record 
in  the  United  States  was  raised  in  Chocronut  town- 
ship, averaging  on.3  acres  more  than  1,200  bushels 
per  acre.  342  tons  of  plaster  were  sown.  Dr.  Rose, 
of  Silver  Lake,  has  a large  number  of  merino  sheep, 
and  sold  18,000  lbs.  of  wool  at  44  cents  per  pound. 
Susquehannah  county,  in  Pennsylvania,  adjoins  the 
county  of  Broome,  New  York;  and  in  its  general 
characteristics  of  soil,  productions,  &c.  much  le- 
sembles  that. 

The  following  statement  of  the  number  of  bushels 
of  wheat  and  com  raised  in  the  stale  of  Maine  the 
last  year  is  from  the  Maine  Farmer.  It  shows  what 
Maine  can  do,  and  that  she  is  able  to  raise  a suffi- 
cient quantity  of  grain  on  land  already  under  a state 
of  cultivation  to  fully  supply  her  own  citizens. 

Wheat.  Corn. 


stove  the  lee  bulwarks,  weather  quarter,  &c.  leav- 
ing the  vessel  a complete  wreck. 

At  this  time  the  condition  of  all  on  board  was  in- 
deed perilous — the  vessel  on  a dangerous  lee  shore, 
almost  unmanageable,  with  but  one  man  of  the  whole 
crew  left  capable  of  duty.  Remembering  the  old 
adage,  that  “while  there  is  life  there  is  hope”  and 
trusting  in  the  assisting  mercy  of  an  all  ruling  Pro- 
vidence, the  passengers,  after  consulting  the  officers 
and  crew,  exerted  themselves  to  run  the  vessel  on 
shore  as  a last  and  desperate  chance  for  escape. 
This  was  happily  accomplished  about  half  past  eight 
o’clock  at  night,  under  the  encouragement  of  the 
captain  and  directions  of  the  mate,  who,  bruised  and 
injured  as  they  were,  exerted  themselves  to  the  ut- 
most of  their  power.  At  day  break  they  found  they 
were  near  Cape  Hatteras,  and  soon  afterwards  all 
reached  the  land  in  safety.  [Balt . American. 

Trade  of  Pittsburg.  The  following  article 
from  the  Pittsburg  Gazette  indicates  what  the  folks 
at  the  western  end  of  the  Pennsylvania  chain  of  ca- 
nals are  doing  in  the  way  of  trade: 

“We  have  never  witnessed  such  a display  of  busi- 
ness as  is  this  day  made  at  our  landing  along  the 
Monongohela  river.  The  whole  extent  of  the  land- 
ing, from  the  bridge  to  Ferry  street,  appears  to  be 
covered  with  packages  of  merchandise,  bales  of  cot- 
ton, bacon  in  casks,  flour,  corn,  hemp,  lead,  pig 
metal  and  a variety  of  other  articles;  while  the 
drays,  carts,  &c.  keep  up  a continued  bustle,  pas- 
sing and  repassing  between  the  river  and  the  canal 
basin.  The  river  however,  is  falling,  and  unless 
we  have  rain  very  soon,  the  boats  will  be  compel- 
led to  take  lighter  loads  down  the  river. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn,  as  is  stated  in  the  an- 
nexed paragraph,  from  the  Advocate,  that  adequate 
means  of  conveyance  on  the  canal  are  provided. 

The  short  time  required  to  transport  goods  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg  the  present  season — eight 
days,  or  thereabouts — is  a subject  of  general  re- 
mark. This  is  in  part  owing  to  the  excellent  -con- 
dition of  the  canals  and  rail  roads,  and  in  part  to  the 
greater  perfection  in  the  arrangements  of  onr  enter- 
prising and  indefatigable  transporters.  We  occa- 
sionally look  into  the  warehouses  at  the  basin,  and 
have  been  surprised  to  find  them  comparatively 
clear,  when,  judging  from  the  long  lines  of  heavy 
laden  drays  which,  from  morning  till  night  may  be 
seen  wending  their  way  to  that  point,  we  expected 
to  see  them  crowded.  Great  as  the  trade  is,  the 
means  of  conveyance  are  adequate  to  it.” 

Expedition  to  Oregon.  The  St.  Louis  Re- 
publican, of  the  5th  instant,  says: 

“The  steamer  Antelope,  owned  by  Pierre  Chou- 
teau, jr.  and  commanded  by  Edward  F.  Chouteau, 
both  of  'this  city,  left  yesterday,  with  several  scien- 
tific gentlemen;  among  whom  are  Mons.  Nicolet,  of 
the  academy  of  sciences  of  Paris,  and  lieutenant 
Freemore,  of  the  topographical  engineer  department 
at  Washington;  also,  about  12  clerks,  and  120  hands; 
laden  with  articles  for  the  supply  of  the  trade.  The 
corps  wrfi  be  conveyed  some  distance  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone  river,  as  far  as  the  water 


York 

Cumberland 

Lincoln 

Hancock 

Washington 

Kennebec 

Oxford 

Somerset 

Penobscot 

Waldo 

Franklin 

Piscataquis 

Total 

Total 


Bush. 

30,856 

52.298 

45,301 

24,164 

42,921 

126,933 

,i£fi,336 

195,d54 

153,46,4 

122,554 

104,312 

83,229 

Wheat 

Corn 


Bounty. 
§2,790  62 
4,585  80 
4,126  91 
2,121  79 
3,203  79 
10.474  41 
10  267  53 
13,731  29 
11,906  56 
.9,889  31 
.8,060  01 
■6,093  83 


Bush 

403,614 

271,406 

126,493 

1,7.77 

212 

366,765 

245.914 

89,276 

21,151 

54,135 

45,717 

4.533 


Bounty. 

$11,699  29 
11,808  69 
5,773  79 
98  68 
10  83 
11,529  86 
10,439  04 
4.223  31 
1,085  12 
2,810  04 
2.517  15 
282  01 


1,107,849  bushels. 
$87,342  30  bounty. 

1,630,996  bushels. 
866,628  80  bounty. 

Total  of  whole  bounty,  $152,981  76 
The  above  table  does  npt  jipclude  all  the  wheat 
and  corn  raised  in  the  stpte.  There  were  many 
farmers  who  did  not  raise  .epqvigli  to  claim  a bounty, 
and  consequently  did  not  .make  returns  to  the  trea- 
suer  of  the  state. 


“Perils  of  the  se$..”  The  schooner  Pearl, 
which  left  New  York,  on  the  29,th  .ultimo  for  Nevy- 
bern,  N.  C.  was  run  ashore  on  the  31st,  about  four 
miles  from  Hatteras,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the 
lives  of  those  on  board.  She  had  previously  shipped 
a sea,  which  washed  a sailor,  (William  Bird,  of  New 
Jersey),  overboard,  broke  the  captain’s  leg,  and 
bruised  the  mate  and  one  of  the  men  so  severely 
that  the  former  had  to  be  carried  below.  The  same 
sea  stove  both  boats,  canied  away  the  main  boom, 

* In  the  report  it  was  put  No.  of  acres  instead  of  trees 
tapped;  whicn  was  clearly  an  error, 


will  enable  the  boat  to  ascend,  probably  a distance 
exceeding  2,000  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
souri. The  boat  is  expected  back  in  about  three 
months.  The  company  left  in  good  spirits,  and  we 
trust  the  fatigues,  trials  and  sufferings  attendant  on 
such  an  expedition  will  not  be  endured  without  a 
fair  recompense.  This  whole  company  is  in  the 
service  of  the  American  fur  company,  which  sends  a 
like  .number  to  the  mountains  about  once  in  two 
years,  the  time  usually  required  for  the  excursion.” 

Frederick  the  great  and  the  United 
States.  Frederick  was  never  doubtful  as  to  the 
issue  of  the  revolutionary  war  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain,  and  openly  declared  his  senti- 
ments in  a treaty  which  he  concluded  with  Russia 
in  1781,  of  armed  neutrality.  Franklin,  Adams  and 
Jefferson,  valued  the  friendly  disposition  of  the 
great  monarch  so  highly,  whose  influence  over  his 
age  was  great,  that  they  invited  him  before  any 
other  power  to  a treaty  of  amity  and  commerce, 
which  was  concluded  at  the  Hague.,  20th  Septem- 
ber, 4785,  and  which  was  the  last  uaitional  act  to 
which  the  king  annexed  his  signature.  Part  of  this 
treaty  reads  thus:  “If  one  of  the  two  powers  be  at 
war  with  a third  party,  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  said  two  powers  shall  thereby  suffer 
no  interruption,  and  their  respective  flags  shall 
protect  even  the  property  of  the  enemy;  and  in 
case  this  property  be  amunitions  of  war,  it  shall  be 
simply  kept  in  deposite,  without  being  seized.  If 
ever  there  should  be  any  difficulty  between  the  two 
countries  themselves,  the  contest  shall  be  confined 
to  the  armies,  and  commerce  shall  go  on  unmolest- 
ed, and  no  letters  of  marque  shall  be  issued.  The 
prisoners  of  war  shall  be  treated  io  the  mpst  urbane 


manner,  and  have  the  same  pay,  and  enjoy  the  same 
treatment,  as  their  own  soldiers  of  the  countries, 
according  to  their  respective  ranks.” 

[Avgusta  Chronicle. 

The  great  tree.  From  the  Boston  Transcript , 
April  12.  We  observed,  on  crossing  the  common, 
on  Wednesday,  that  the  Great  Elm  was  laden  with 
buds,  which  the  imprisoned  foliage  semed  panting 
to  burst,  and  set  itself  free  from  thraldom.  The  no- 
ble tree  appeared  in  vigorous  condition,  and  as 
young  and  as  graceful,  with  all  its  majesty,  as  the 
little  striplings  around  it.  We  were  reminded,  by 
our  accidental  and  early  notice  of  the  tree,  of  an  ar- 
ticle which  appeared  about  eighteen  years  ago.  We 
have  sought  for  it,  and  make  from  it  the  following 
extract. 

“The  great  tree  did  not,  as  has  often  been  suppos- 
ed spring  from  the  soil,  on  whichjit  now  stands,  but 
was  set  out  there,  probably  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago.  Madam  Scott,  formerly  the  wi- 
dow of  governor  Hancock,  now  an  octogenerian,  or 
near  it — a lady  whose  retentive  memory  and  general 
information  is  only  surpassed  by  the  polish  of  her 
manners  and  her  knowledge  ofthe  elegant  courtesies 
of  life — has  stated  to  the  writer  of  this  article,  that 
Mrs.  Hancock,  wife  of  Thomas  Hancock,  who  was 
uncle  to  the  governor,  and  a merchant  of  Boston, 
used  frequently  to  repeat  the  current  tradition  in  her 
family,  that  her  grandfather,  a gentleman  by  the 
name  of  Henchman,  brought  this  tree  from  the 
North-End,  and  planted  it  in  the  place  where  it  now 
stands,  in  the  moist  lands  of  the  common — a proper 
place  for  an  elm. 

“The  good  lad}7  who  spoke  of  this  act  of  her  grand- 
father, was  born  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  centu- 
ry, and  of  course  the  tree  could  not  have  been  half 
grown  in  her  infancy.  Twenty-five  years  ago  this 
tree  had  a large  hollow  in  it,  and  bore  marks  of  a 
rapid  decay;  but  by  the  treatment  recommended  by 
Forsyth,  it  was  revived,  and  is  now  as  vigorous  as 
any  tree  about  us,  without  any  appearance  of  this 
hollow,  which  was  once  large  enough  for  a boy  to 
hide  in.  The  tree  is  a native  elm,  which  are  the 
most  hardy  sort.  Several  of  the  large  trees  in  the 
mall  are  what  is  called  the  English  elms.  This  spe- 
cies have  less  extended  roots  and  branches  than  the 
American  elm,  and  are  more  liable  to  be  uprooted 
by  violent  winds.  In  the  September  gale  of  1815, 
several  of  the  English  elms  were  blown  down,  while 
the  American  elms  by  their  side  bore  the  blast  with 
only  a slight  laceration.” 

The  Daguerrotipe.  The  following  is  an  ex- 
tract from  a private  letter  of  professor  S.  F.  B. 
Morse  to  the  editor  of  the  Observer,  dated  Paris, 
March  9th. 

“You  have  perhaps  heard  of  the  Daguerrotipe,  so 
called  from  the  discoverer,  M.  Daguerro.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  discoveries  ofthe  age.  Idon’t 
know  if  you  recollect  some  experiments  of  mine  in 
New  Haven,  many  years  ago,  when  I had  my  paint- 
ing room  next  to  professor  Silliman’s,  experiments 
to  ascertain  if  it  were  possible  to  fix  the  image  of 
the  Camera -Obscura.  I w as  able  to  produce  di  decent 
degrees  of  shade  on  paper,  dipped  into  a solution  of 
nitrate  ofsilver,  by  means  ofjdifferentdegrees  of  light; 
but  finding  that  light  produced  dark,  and  dark  light, 
I presumed  the  production  of  a true  image  to  be  im- 
practicable, and  gave  up  the  attempt.  M.  Daguerro 
has  realised  in  the  most  exquisite  manner  this  idea. 

“A  few  days  ago  I addressed  a note  to  M.  D.  re- 
questing, as  a stranger,  the  favor  to  see  his  results, 
and  inviting  him  in  turn  to  see  nvy  telegraph.  I was 
politely  invited  to  see  them  under  these  circum- 
stances, for  he  had  determined  not  to  show  them 
again,  until  the  chambers  had  passed  definitely  on 
a proposition  for  the  government  to  purchase  the  se- 
cret ofthe  discovery,  and  make  it  public.  The  day 
before  yesterday,  the  7th,  I called  on  M.  Daguerro, 
at  his  rooms  in  the  diorama,  to  see  these  admirable 
results. 

“They  are  produced  on  a mutalic  surface,  the 
principal  pieces  about  7 inches  by  5,  and  they  re. 
sembie  aquatint  engravings,  for  they  are]  in  simple 
chiaro  oscuro  and  not  in  colors.  But  the  exquisite 
minuteness  of  the  delineation  cannot  be  conceived. 
No  painting  or  engraving  ever  approached  it.  For 
example:  In  a view  up  the  street,  a distant  sign 
would  be  perceived  and  the  eye  could  just  discern 
that  there  were  lines  of  letters  upon  it,  but  so  minute 
as  not  to  be  read  with  the  naked  eye.  By  the  assist- 
ance of  a powerful  lens,  which  magnified  fifty  times, 
applied  to  the  delineation,  every  letter  was  clearly 
and  distinctly  legible,  and  6o  also  were  the  minutest 
breaks  and  lines  in  the  walls  of  the  buildings,  and  the 
pavements  of  the  streets.  The  effect  of  the  lens  upon 
the  picture  was  in  a great  degree  like  that  ofthe  tel- 
escope in  nature. 

“Objects  moving  are  not  impressed.  The  Bou- 
levard, so  constantly  filled  with  a moving  throng  of 
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pedoslrians  amt  carriages,  was  perfectly  solitary, 
except  an  individual  who  was  having  his  boots 
brustied.  His  feet  were  compelled,  ot  course,  to  be 
stationary  lor  some  time,  one  being  on  the  box  of 
the  boot- black,  and  tbe  oilier  on  the  ground,  conse- 
quently his  boots  and  legs  are  well  defined,  but  lie 
is  without  body  or  head,  because  these  were  in  mo- 
tion. 

“The  impressions  of  interior  views  are  Brem- 
brandant  perlected.  One  ot  Mr.  D.’s  plates  is  an 
impressio  i ot  a spider.  The  spider  was  not  bigger 
than  the  head  ot  a large  pin,  but  ttie  image,  magni- 
fied by  the  solar  microscope  to  the  size  of  the  palm 
ot  the  hand,  having  been  ■ impressed  on  l lie  (date, 
and  examined  through  a lens,  was  further  magnified, 
and  sho  wed  a minuteness  ol  organization  bitheito  not 
seen  to  exist.  You  perceiv  e bow  this  discovery  is, 
therefore,  about  to  open  a new  field  of  research  in 
the  depths  oi  microscopic  nature.  We  are  soon  to 
see  it  die  minute  has  discoverable  limits.  The  na- 
turalist is  to  have  a new  kingdom  to  explore,  as 
much  beyond  tne  microscope  as  the  microscope  is 
beyond  the  naked  eye. 

A red  Indian'  dance.  In  the  afternoon,  Mr. 
Johnson  informed  me  that  the  Indians  were  prepar- 
ing to  dance  lor  my  particular  amusement.  I was, 
of  course,  most  thankful  and  delighted.  Almost  in 
the  same  moment,  l heard  their  yells  and  shrieks  re- 
sounding along  tile  shore,  mingled  with  the  measured 
monotonous  drum.  We  had  taken  our  place  on  an 
elevated  platform  behind  the  house — a kind  of  little 
lawn  on  the  hill  side — the  precipitous  rocks,  clothed 
with  trees  and  bustles,  rose  high  like  a wall  above 
us;  the  glorious  sunshine  ot  a cloudless  summer’s 
day  was  over  our  heads — the  dazzling  blue  Jake  and 
its  islands  at  our  ieet.  Soft  and  elysian  in  its  beauty 
was  all  around.  And  when  these  wild  and  more 
than  half-naked  figures  came  up,  leaping,  whooping, 
drumming,  shrieking,  hideously  painted,  and  flour- 
ishing clubs,  tomahawks,  javelins,  it  was  like  a 
masque  ot  fiends  breaking  into  paradise!  The  rab- 
ble of  Com  us  might  have  boasted  themselves  come- 
ly in  comparison,  even  tl.o  igli  no  self-deludin°'  po- 
tion had  bieered  liieir  eyes  and  intellect.  It  was  a 
grotesque  and  horrible  phantasmagoria.  Of  their 
style  ol  clothing,  I say  nothing — for,  as  it  is  wisely 
said,  nothing  can  come  of  nothing— only  if  “all  sym- 
bols be  clothes,”  according  to  our  great  modern  phi- 
losopher—my  Indian  friends  were  as  little  symboli- 
cal as  you  can  dare  to  imagine — passions  “par-la.” 
It  me  blank. -ts  and  leggings  were  thrown  aside,  all 
the  resources  of  the  Indian  toilette,  all  their  store  ot 
leathers,  and  bears  claws,  hawks’  bills,  Vermillion, 
soot  and  verdigris,  were  brought  into  requisition  as 
decoi  alions;  and  no  two  were  alike.  One  man  wore 
three  or  four  heads  of  hair,  composed  of  the  manes 
anu  tails  ol  animals;  another  wore  a pair  of  deers’ 
horns;  another  was  “conib”  with  the  skin  and  fea- 
thers ol  a crane  or  some  such  bird— its  long  bill  pro- 
jecting iroin  his  forehead;  another  had  tile  shell  of  a 
small  lui  tie  suspended  from  his  back,  ami  dangling 
behind;  another  used  the  skin  of  a polecat  for  the 
same  purpose.  One  had  painted  his  right  leg  with 
red  bars,  and  his  left  leg  with  green  lines;  parti-co- 
lored  eyes  and  faces,  green  noses,  and  blue  chins, 
or  vice  versa,  were  general.  I observed  (hat  in  ibis 
grotesque  deformity,  in  the  care  with  which  every- 
thing like  symmetry  or  harmony  in  form  or  colors 
was  avoided,  there  was  something  evidently  studied 
and  ariistical.  The  orchestra  was  composed  of  two 
drums  and  two  rattles,  and  a chorus  of  voices.  The 
song  was  without  melody — a perpetual  repetition  of 
three  or  lour  notes,  melancholy,  haish  and  monoto- 
nous A flag  was  then  stuck  in  tbe  ground,  and 
round  tins  they  began  their  dance— if  dance  it  could 
be  called  the  movements  consisting  of  the  alierna- 
ti\ e in-.. ng  ot  one  loot,  then  the  other,  and  swii)cyin°‘ 
the  body  to  and  ho.  Every  now  and  then  they 
paused,  and  sent  forth  that  dreadful,  prolonged 
tremulous  yell,  which  re-echoed  from  the  cliffs,  and 
pierced  iny  ears  and  thrilled  long  my  nerves.  The 
whole  exhibition  was  ol  that  finished  barbarism,  that 
it  was  at  least  complete  in  its  way,  ami  for  a ti'me  1 
looked  oil  with  curiosity  and  interest.  But  that  in- 
nave  loathing  which  dwells  within  me  for  all  that  i3 
discordant  and  deformed,  rendered  it  any  tiling  but 
pleasant  to  witness.  [Mrs.  Jameson’s  Humbles. 

Ruffner  against  Crockett.  On  Thursday 
night  last,  Mr.  John  Rullher,  who  lives  just  at  the 
loot  of  tbe  fort  Mountain,  and  on  (lie  banks  of  the 
Shenandoah  liver,  heard  his  dogs  in  pursuit  of  what 
he  supposed  to  be  a deer.  He  followed  them  10  a 
point,  not  far  from  the  river,  where  he  supposed  the 
game,  whatever  it  was,  would  cross  a small  rid-'e  on 
its  way  back  to  the  mountain.  Tbe  dogs,  however, 
continued  running  along  the  river  bank’  and  at  last 
uttered  the  loud  sounding  bark,  as  il  they  had  treed, 
inis  was  about  10  o’clock  at  night.  Mr.  Ruffiier 
supposed  tuat  tbe  deer  had  taken  to  the  water,  and 


(he  dogs  were  baying  it.  He  immediately  cut  for 
the  river — but  had  no  gun,  nor  other  weapon  off'en- 
sive  or  defensive.  When  he  got  to  the  river,  he  saw 
by  the  light  of  tbe  broad  full  moon,  a large,  dark 
looking  animal,  standing  in  the  edge  of  the  water, 
t he  dogjust  beyond  in  the  water,  and  two  others  on 
the  beacli  within  a few  feet  of  it.  Without  stopping 
a moment,  down  the  bank  tie  went,  when  the  animal 
and  the  dog  immediately  struck  for  tbe  other  siiore. 
They  happened  to  be  just  opposite  the  mouth  of  Mill 
mu,  and  for  that  point  the  game  seemed  to  aim. 
Mr.  Rubber  plunged  into  t he  river  after  the  dogs,  and 
with  some  difficulty  reached  the  opposite  bank,  and 
came  up  to  them,  where,  as  the  animal  made  repeat- 
ed efforts  to  climb  Hie  steep  bank  just  under  a high 
clil't  of  rocks,  the  dogs  would  catch  hold  of  it  and 
they  would  all  tumble  back  into  the  river.  He 
now,  for  the  first  time,  was  warned  of  his  danger,  and 
perce  ived  what  sort  of  a “critter”  he  had  to  do  with. 
Tiie  terrible  snap  of  his  enormous  jaws;  and  the  ha- 
voc that  he  was  making  with  the  dogs,  showed  him 
that  it  was  a ferocious  he  wolf  the  largest  of  his 
tri  he. 

Here  then  was  a case.  The  dogs — though  brave 
as  lions,  and  the  idols  of  their  master’s  affections, 
were  manifestly  getting  (lie  worst  of  it;  and  must 
ere  long,  yield  to  the  terrible  gashes,  which  at  every 
crash  of  his  iron  jaws,  the  wolf  was  making  in  their 
bodies.  He,  however,  with  a steady  eye,  watched 
the  moment  when  the  wolf  and  dogs  tumbled  down 
the  hank  into  the  water,  caught  the  wolf  by  the  hind 
legs,  and  raised  him  up  at  arm’s  length.  This  was 
a moment  of  imminent  peril.  For  the  wolf  doubly 
aroused  by  his  new  enemy,  and  the  dogs  stimulated 
by  the  assistance  of  thtir  new  ally',  a fight  took  place 
in  the  water,  that  utterly  defies  all  description.  As 
the  wolf  would  turn  to  snap  the  dogs,  Mr.  R.  would 
by  raising  the  hind  legs,  plunge  his  head  under  wa- 
ter— and  when  the  wolf  would  raise  himself  to  seize 
film,  his  faithful  dogs  would  lay  hold  fora  moment  and 
prevent  it.  Thus  the  terrible  fight  went  on  lor  some 
minutes,  lilt  at  last  Mr.  Ruifner  perceived  the  point 
of  a rock  near  the  water’s  edge,  and  within  a few 
feet  of  him,  lie  then,  watching  the  favorable  moment, 
by  one  powerful  muscular  effort, swung  the  wolf  en- 
tirely over,  and  thrashed  its  head  and  back  against  the 
rock,  with  such  force  as  to  stun,  if  not  to  kill  it.  But 
to  render  the  work  complete  tie  still  held  on  with 
one  hand,  whilst  with  the  other  he  grasped  a stone, 
with  which  he  effectually  broke  his  skull. 

Mr.  Ruffner  then  threw  the  wolf  over  his  shoulder, 
and  returned  home  with  his  bloody  victim  and 
wounded  dogs,  but  without  himself  receiving  a sin- 
gle scratch,  in  his  unheard  of,  naked,  hand  to  teeth, 
snap  and  smash,  wolf  fight. 

He  brought  the  skin  to  Luray,  the  next  day, 
where  i saw  it  spread  out  on  the  floor,  and  heard 
him  with  his  peculiar  and  inimitable  phrase  and  ges- 
ture, recount  ihe  particulars  of  that  exciting  scene. 
Generous,  brave  and  powerful  as  a lion — may  lie 
long  live  to  fight  his  own  and  his  country’s  battles, 
and  to  kill  a lie  wolf  or  she  bear,  whenever  and 
wherever  he  can  find  them. 

[ Woodstock  (Va.)  Sentinel. 


SWART  WOUT  DEFALCATIONS. 
Report  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  chosen 
by  ballot,  by'  the  house  of  representatives,  January 
17  and  19,  1S39,  on  the  subjectof  the  defalcations 
of  Samuel  Swartwout  and  others,  and  the  correct- 
ness of  the  returns  of  collectors  and  receivers 
of  the  public  money;  also,  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee. 

[continued  from  page  127] 

On  the  4th  instant  [ received  a letter  from  tbe 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  date  of  2d  inst.  of 
which  the  following  is  a copy: 

Treasury  department,  February  2,  1839. 
Sir:  I have  to  request  that  you  will  deposite  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  bank 
of  America,  at  New  York,  to  the  special  credit  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  transmitthe 
certificate  of  deposite  to  this  department. 

It  is  done  in  order  to  redeem  treasury  notes.  I 
am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
To  Jesse  Hoyt,  esq.  collector. 

To  which  I matte  the  following  answer: 

Custom  house , New  Yor/c,  Feb.  5,  1839. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  did  not  reach 
me  until  after  business  hours  of  yesterday.  By  this 
letter  you  “request  me  to  deposite  (lie  sum  of 
$ 200,000  in  the  hank  of  America,  to  the  special  cre- 
dit of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States.”  You 
omit  to  state  to  ineoiit  of  what  fund  this  deposite  is 
to  be  made.  By  previous  instruction,  I was  direct- 
ed to  transfer,  on  the  Saturday  of  each  week,  to  thy 
separate  credit  of  the  treasurer,  all  the  moneys  in  my 
hands,  to  be  applied  to  the  drafts  of  that  officer.  I 
have  continued  to  do  so  since  the  receipt  of  those 


instructions.  I accordingly  transferred,  on  Saturday 
last,  $130,000,  which  by  my  weekly  returns  trans- 
mitted yesterday,  yon  will  perceive  left  in  my  hands 
the  sum  of  $8,296  85  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  returns,  part 
of  which  had  been  actually  disbursed  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  United  States,  and  charged  in  my  cash 
book  to  suspense  account;  the  regular  vouchers  for 
the  expenditure  not  having  been  rendered. 

You  may  have  intended  this  deposite  of  $200,000 
to  be  applied  to  the  moneys  received  by'  me  under 
protest  and  for  deposite  for  unascertained  duties 
prior  to  1st  of  January  last.  If  that  he  your  inten- 
iutention  I have  to  observe: 

1.  It  will  appear  by  the  weekly  re- 
turns transmitted  yesterday,  that 

the  fund  under  protest  amounted  to  $124,443  95 

2.  That  the  deposites  by  the  same 

return  amounted  to  the  sum  of  54,906  40 


Making  together  the  sum  of  $179,350  35 

3.  My  nett  receipts  yes- 
terday were  $23,013  94 

4.  Balance  on  hand  yester- 
day 8,296  85 

31,310  79 


$210,661  14 

The  sum  of  $31,310  79  is  the  only  sum  in  my  hands 
to  the  credit  ofthe  United  States  for  the  general  ba- 
lance of  receipts  from  customs.  Butin  relation  to 
the  two  first  items,  amounting  to  $179,350  35, 1 
have  to  say: 

1.  Concerning  the  money  received  under  protest, 
I wrote  you,  on  the  19th  October  last,  that  I had 
made  an  arrangement  with  the  bank  of  the  State 
ofNew  York,  in  which  bank  I kept  an  account,  to 
receive  7 per  cent,  interest  for  that  fund.  I sent 
you  a copy  of  my  correspondence  with  that  bank, 
as  evidence  of  the  agreement,  which  you  have  not, 
as  I believe,  dissented  from,  except  by  inference 
from  the  fact  that  you  forwarded  me  a copy  of  an 
opinion  of  the  attorney  general  ofthe  United  States, 
in  a communication  under  date  of  December  22, 
which  attempted  to  show  that  I was  bound  to  pay 
over  that  fund  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  receipt  of  which  opinion  I availed  myself 
of  the  first  leisure  moment,  on  the  4th  of  January, 
to  dissent  from  if;  and  gave  you  to  understand  that 
I would  not  consent,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
be  bound  by  it,  for  the  reason  that  the  supreme 
court  had  decided  that  I wa3  not  bound  to  pay  over 
money  under  such  circumstances.  Subsequent  to 
this,  I noticed  an  article  in  the  Washington  Globe 
of  January  23,  taking  the  same  ground  that  I took, 
in  an  essay  in  v indication  of  the  department  for 
neglecting  to  call  on  Mr.  Swartwout  to  pay  over 
the  money  which  he  had  received  under  protest  and 
which  article  alluded  to  the  decision  ofthe  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  to  which  I also  refer- 
red. 

2.  I wrote  to  the  comptroller  on  the  1st  inst.  in 
answer  to  his  instructions  under  date  of  the  29th  of 
January,  that  I peremptorily  refused  to  pay  over 
the  money,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  previous 
communication  to  the  department. 

3.  Under  this  state  of  things,  and  especially  as  the 
United  States  was  deriving  on  the  fund  a larger  in- 
terest than  it  was  paying  for  the  money  it  borrowed 
on  treasury  notes,  and  in  my  judgment  was  secure- 
ly placed  beyond  a possibility  of  doubt,  I did  not 
think  the  department  would  draw  for  it,  though  I 
had  frequently  written  that  it  might,  provided  it 
was  drawn  in  such  a manner  as  to  afford  me  protec- 
tion. 

4.  In  regard  to  the  deposites  for  unascertained 
duties,  although  I have,  since  the  1st  of  January, 
passed  the  money  immediately  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  yet  I have  serious  doubts  whether  I 
ought  to  do  so;  and  1 have  serious  doubts,  also, 
whether  I will  continue  to  do  so  after  the  present 
quarter,  unless  congress  legislates  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Recent  investigations  and  developments  ad- 
monish me  of  the  importance  of  assuming  no  more 
responsibilities  than  are  thrown  upon  me  by  posi- 
tive enactments  of  law.  The  receipts  I give  for 
deposites  for  unascertained  duties,  make  me  per- 
sonally responsible  for  the  difference  between  the 
duties  actually  accruing  and  the  sum  deposited;  and 
which  sum  deposited  I immediately  pass  to  the  cre- 
dit of  the  United  States,  without  any  positive  gua- 
ranty that  the  United  States  will  refund  the  differ- 
ence in  discharge  of  my  personal  liability. 

I go  into  this  discussion  now  for  the  purpose  of 
suggesting  the  expediency  of  your  asking  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  to  embrace  this  question 
as  a kindred  one  to  the  protest  subject,  and  (hat  a 
section  should  be  introduced  to  obviate  the  difficulty 
on  this  as  well  as  the  protest  question. 

I have  given  you  now  the  substance  of  the  pecu- 
niary condition  of  my  official  affairs.  I have  depo- 
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sited  the  $200,000  as  you  request.  It  the  treasurer 
draws  for  all  that  stands  to  his  credit,  I may  be 
compelled  to  annul  the  agreement  with  the  State 
Bank,  without  your  direct  authority,  unless  you  in- 
tended to  anticipate  the  receipts  of  all  this  week  the 
probable  amount  of  which  I have  not  had  the  lei- 
sure to  ascertain  from  investigation.  Our  cash  du- 
ties yesterday  were  short  of  $10,000,  which  is  a 
falling  off.  We  have  been  somewhat  busy  since 
the  committee  have  been  here,  as  you  may  well 
imagine;  and  it  has  been  with  difficulty  I have  been 
able  to  get  off'  my  ordinary  accounts.  The  auditor 
has  been  before  it  most  of  the  time  for  the  last  ten 
days. 

In  your  future  directions  for  the  deposite  of  mo- 
ney, I would  be  glad  of  a designation  of  the  fund 
from  which  the  deposite  is  to  be  made.  I desire 
only  to  have  matters  of  this  kind  distinctly  under- 
stood. I endeavor  to  give  you,  from  time  to  time, 
such  minute  details  of  our  business  at  this  port  as 
to  keep  you  well  informed  on  the  subject;  and  I do 
not  fail  to  object  in  time  to  any  proposed  arrange- 
ment which  strikes  me  to  be  objectionable;  ami  to 
this  end  I have  made  this  communication.  I have 
apprised  the  treasurer  of  the  deposite,  and  sent  him 
a duplicate  receipt.  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  J.  HOYT,  collector . 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary,  fyc. 

Under  this  state  of  .things,  it  is  a matter  of  doubt, 
in  my  own  mind,  whether  by  implication  I have  or 
not  paid  the  protest  fund  into  the  treasury. 

I omitted  to  state,  in  the  proper  place,  another 
reason  for  the  accumulation  of  protests;  which  was, 
as  I supposed,  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  department 
having  decided,  in  June  last,  that  it  could  not  re- 
fund money  received  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  except  it 
was  paid  to  him  under  protest,  and  that  in  all  other 
cases  application  must  be  made  to  congress.  This, 
in  my  judgment,  tended  to  an  accumulation  of  pro- 
tests. 

In  reference  to  that  part  of  the  letter  last  referred 
to,  which  adverts  to  the  deposites  for  unascertained 
duties,  it  will  be  seen  .that  I raise  a doubt  as  to  the 
right  of  the  government  to  have  the  moneys  depos- 
ited for  unascertained  duties  placed  to  its  credit  at 
the  time  the  deposite  is  made.  That  doubt  is  now 
again  referred  to,  from  the  fact  that  a claim  was 
made,  a few  days  since,  for  a deposite  on  a certifi- 
cate therefor  alleged  to  be  lost.  I refused  payment, 
on  the  ground  that  the  certificate  was  negotiable, 
and  it  must  be  surrendered  upon  payment;  when  a 
suit  was  threatened,  which  led  me  to  examine  the 
terms  of  such  kind  of  certificates,  and  I came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  collector  was  personally  respon- 
sible; and  in  the  event  of  the  whole  deposite  being 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  the  collec- 
tor would  be  compelled  to  refund  from  his  own 
means,  in  case  of  a recovery,  and  that,  therefore, 
the  money  so  deposited  for  unascertained  duties  de- 
pends upon  the  same  question  as  that  involved  in 
the  money  paid  under  protest. 

It  has  been  universally  considered  at  this  port,  as 
I have  understood,  and  always  believed,  that  the 
deposites  for  unascertained  duties  were  not  public 
moneys;  and  the  various  collectors  heretofore  occu- 
pying the  place  have  not  considered  them  as  such. 
The  importers  have  a right  to  deposite  portions  of 
their  invoices  as  security  for  dutieson  the  remainder, 
which  does  not  operate  as  a change  of  property  in 
the  thing  deposited,  but  remains  as  a pledge  in  the 
hands  of  the  pledgee,  who  i3  the  person  holding  the 
office  of  collector,  and  he  alone  is  responsible  for 
the  forthcoming  of  that  pledge. 

Having  heretofore  yielded  to  the  suggestions  of 
the  department  in  relation  to  this  fund,  from  the  1st 
of  January  last,  without  raising  a question  on  this 
point  of  legal  right,  or  the  necessity  of  legislative 
protection,  but  assenting  to  what  might  be  deemed 
a sacrifice  to  public  opinion,  as  connected  with  re- 
cent developments,  I now  raise  the  question  before 
those  who  can,  by  their  public  situations,  do  much 
to  remove  those  doubts  by  the  enactment  of  laws. 

Since  writing  most  of  the  preceding  answer,  I 
have  received  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  under  date  of  February  4,  in  the  words 
following,  which  seems  to  be  a reply  to  my  letter 
to  the  comptroller  of  the  1st  of  February: 

Treasury  department,  February  4,  1839. 

Sis:  Finding  from  a report  just  made  to  me  by 
the  comptroller,  that  new  difficulties  have  arisen 
between  that  officer  and  yourself,  in  regard  to  the 
disposition  of  the  funds  received  “for  duties  paid 
under  protest,”  I propose,  with  a view  to  obviate 
those  difficulties,  to  have  a weekly  statement  fur- 
nished to  this  department  by  the  bank  holding  the 
fund  paid  for  duties  under  protest;  and  to  have  a 
stipulation  from  the  bank  to  the  United  States,  that 
it  be  held  solely  to  be  drawn  out  to  pay  refunded 
duties  on  your  part,  and,  in  all  cases  when  not  re- 
funded, the  amount  on  deposite  to  be  carried  to  the 


credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
be  drawn  out  by  him. 

I have  to  request  that  you  will  submit  this  pro- 
position to  the  bank,  if  acceptable  to  you;  and  if 
acceded  to  on  its  part,  you  will  be  pleased  to  forward 
a stipulation  from  the  bank  to  the  United  States  to 
that  effect. 

You  will  be  required  to  forward  monthly  state- 
ments of  your  transactions  under  this  arrangement, 
until  congress  legislate,  or  a further  opinion  is  ob- 
tained from  the  attorney  general. 

By  this  arrangement  you  and  the  government 
will  both  be  secure.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  oj  the  treasury. 

Jesse  Hoyt,  esq.  collector  of  the  customs.  New  York. 

Question  17.  Are  the  letters  and  correspondence 
already  presented  in  your  answers  all  the  commu- 
nications from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  you, 
or  from  you  to  him,  or  from  the  banks  to  you,  or 
from  you  to  them,  addressed  to  and  from  you  as 
collector  or  individually,  in  relation  to  your  duties 
as  collector,  and  to  the  funds  in  your  hands  under 
protest  or  otherwise? 

Answer.  I sent  to  the  committee  on  the  30th  of 
January  all  the  official  letters  up  to  the  17th  of 
January,  from  the  treasury  department  to  me,  in  re- 
lation to  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  moneys,  so  far  as  I was  able  to  discover 
them  in  iny  possession,  and  so  far  as  I now  recollect. 

I have  alluded  to  all  that  I have  since  received  in 
my  former  answers;  and,  I also  believe,  have  given 
you  copies  of  all  my  letters  to  the  department  on 
that  subject,  bearing  date  since  the  17th  of  Janu- 
ary. I have  given  you,  also,  copies  of  all  my  cor- 
respondence with  the  banks  in  relation  to  matters 
inquired  about.  I have  received  at  various  times 
private  and  unofficial  letters  from  the  several  officers 
of  the  treasury  department,  which  I do  not  feel  my- 
self at  liberty  to  surrender  or  lay  before  the  com- 
mittee, without  the  consent  of  the  writers.  I have 
never  been  requested  to  withhold  those  letters,  or 
any  other  information  whatever;  but  as  the  commit- 
tee have  the  power  to  call  for  copies  of  such  letters 
from  the  writers  thereof,  I would  prefer  that  the 
writers  should  take  the  responsibility,  if  any  there 
be,  in  relation  to  the  revelation  of  a private  corres- 
pondence. 

It  will  readily  be  perceived  from  the  preceding 
testimony,  that  nothing  definite  or  satisfactory 
could  be  gathered  by  the  committee  as  to  the 
amount  of  public  money  actually  on  hand  in  bank 
to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Hoyt,  either  derived  under  pro- 
test, or  otherwise,  however  explicit  the  testimony 
may  be  considered  in  its  designation  of  the.  only 
banks  employed  by  him  as  depositories,  or  of  the 
terms  upon  which  they  are  officiating  as  his  depo- 
sitories. How  much  of  these  same  deposites  have 
been,  from  time  to  time,  drawn  out  and  used  by 
Mr.  Hoyt  for  purposes  of  speculation,  expect- 
ed to  yield  more  than  the  seven  per  cent,  interest 
he  had  arranged  for  in  relation  to  a part  of  it;  or 
whether  it  has  been  more  frequently  drawn  out,  or 
for  other  purposes  used,  than  has  been  demanded 
by  his  official  duties;  or  whether  the  amount  of  his 
deposites  now  on  hand,  either  of  protest  money,  or 
of  other  money  collected  by  him  for  the  govern- 
ment, corresponds  with  the  amount  which  should 
be  on  hand;  and  whether  or  not,  by  the  transfers  in 
the  books  of  his  banks,  the  government  appears  to 
have  actually  received  any  of  the  protest  money  or 
not,  about  which  Mr.  Hoyt  affects  to  be  in  doubt, 
is  in  no  satisfactory  degree  disclosed  by  Mr.  Hoyt. 
Only  allusion  being  made  to  some  of  his  answers 
from  the  department,  without  furnishing  copies  of 
more  than  it  answered  his  own  purpose  to  select, 
and  a refusal  to  disclose  the  originals,  or  the  import 
of  others,  being  also  made  on  the  ground  of  their 
being  “private  and  unofficial ,”  although  relating  to 
the  public  moneys,  it  is  obvious  that  the  relations 
of  Mr.  Hoyt  to  the  public  moneys,  and  the  correct- 
ness of  his  returns,  could  not  but  assume,  in  the 
estimation  of  the  committee,  a most  suspicious  as- 
pect; and  that  neither  the  duty  which  the  commit- 
tee owed  to  itself,  or  to  the  house  and  country, 
would  justify  them  in  leaving  untried  other  sources 
of  positive  and  record  information  on  the  subject 
of  this  Inquiry. 

But,  beyond  and  paramount  to  the  considerations 
just  adverted  to,  which  cast  shadow's  over  Mr. 
Hoyt’s  possession  and  official  returns  in  relation  to 
the  public  money,  however  correct  these  may  be  in 
form,  the  committee  could  not  but  feel  new  admo- 
nitions to  persevere  in  reaching  the  true  state  ol 
his  accounts,  from  the  disclosure  in  the  correspond- 
ence of  Mr.  Hoyt  with  the  treasury  department  in 
his  foregoing  testimony,  wherein  he  sets  up  abso- 
lute control  over  large  and  accumulating  sums  of 
t he  public  money,  not  only  against  the  advice  and 
instructions  of  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  and 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  but  also  against  the 


official  decision  of  the  attorney  general,  and  in  the 
spirit  and  the  language  of  contemptuous  disregard 
of  them  all!  If  any  thing  was  left  to  add  alarm  to 
the  minds  of  the  committee,  on  discovering  such  to 
be  the  condition  of  the  public  moneys  at  a port 
where  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  whole  revenue  is 
collected,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  tameness  with 
which  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury,  and 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  have  submitted  to  so 
dangerous  an  assumption  of  power  in  a subordinate 
executive  officer.  In  the  judicial  authority  upon 
which  this  collector  falls  back  and  hurls  defiance, 
if  not  contempt,  at  the  instructions  and  opinions  of 
the  whole  corps  of  superior  executive  officers  to 
whom  he  is  accountable,  nothing  is  to  be  found  to 
justify  the  one  for  asserting,  or  to  excuse  the  other 
for  submitting  to  a practice,  which  the  attorney  ge- 
neral has  justly  characterized  in  his  decision  as  cal- 
culated to  interest  the  collector  in  postponing  the  as- 
certainment of  duties,  that  he  may  in  the  mean  time 
have  the  use  of  the  money;  and  to  “ increase  the  dan- 
ger of  faithlessness  in  the  collector,  by  permitting 
large  amounts  of  money  to  remain  with  him,  and  un- 
der his  individual  control,  instead  of  being  in  the  trea- 
sury of  the  United  States.” 

The  judicial  decision  cited  by  the  collector  con- 
veys no  authority  to  the  collector  for  refusing  to 
take  and  adopt  the  construction  of  law  in  regard  to 
duties  paid  under  protest,  which  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  treasury  enjoin  upon  the  observance 
of  the  collector.  The  opinion  of  the  attorney  ge- 
neral, on  the  other  hand,  expressly  declares,  “it  is 
the  duty  of  the  collector  to  carry  into  execution  the 
instructions  of  the  treasury  department,  and  to  con- 
form his  acts  to  them.”  Nor  does  the  court  indi- 
cate that  the  collector  is  at  liberty  to  “judge  for  him- 
self, and  act  accordingly.”  These  attributes  are 
only  accorded,  by  the  decision  of  the  court  cited, 
to  the  party  paying  the  duties,  and  not  to  the  col- 
lector who  receives  them;  to  the  individual  plain- 
tiff, and  not  to  the  defendant  officer.  And  the  lan- 
guage of  the  court,  that  the  collector  is  by  the  pro- 
test “placed  in  a situation  to  claim  an  indemnity 
from  the  government,”  clearly  indicates  that  this 
indemnity  of  the  collector  is  to  be  sought  rightfully 
after,  and  not  before,  the  duties  paid  have  been  ad- 
judged by  the  competent  tribunal  to  be  a wrong- 
ful exaction. 

It  may  be  added,  that  even  in  the  libertinism  of 
Mr.  Swartwout’s  control  and  use  of  the  public  mo- 
ney is  to  be  found  no  precedent,  until  his  retire- 
ment from  office,  and  his  actual  defalcations  must 
otherwise  be  exposed,  for  the  course  thus  pursued 
by  the  present  collector  in  relation  to  moneys  under 
protest.  This  course  originated  only  with  the  lat- 
ter. The  testimony  that  follows  is  explicit  on  this 
point. 

Mr.  Fleming,  auditor  of  the  customs,  examined  by 
Mr.  Owens. 

Question  58.  From  your  position  in  the  custom 
house  at  New  York,  and  your  knowledge  of  the 
manner  of  transacting  its  business  and  keeping  the 
accounts,  say  whether  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
the  late  defalcations  was  not  the  practice  of  the 
collector  retaining  large  sums  of  money  in  his  hands 
to  meet  suits  or  protests  for  duties  overpaid.  State 
how  long  such  practice  has  been  in  existence; 
whether  it  was  established  by  the  department  at 
Washington;  or  whether,  under  the  decisions  of  the 
courts  of  justice,  the  collector  is  not  consideredper- 
sonally  responsible  for  such  claims,  and  therefore 
authorised  by  the  same  decisions  to  retain  in  his 
hands  the  money  of  the  United  States  to  meet 
them? 

Answer.  Mr.  Swartwout,  on  his  retirement  from 
office,  retained  the  sum  of  about  $201,000;  and  as- 
signed as  a reason  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
that  it  was  to  protect  himself  against  judgments 
upon  suits  at  law  for  duties  alleged  to  have  been 
wrongfully  exacted,  and  paid  under  protest;  but  be 
was  not  in  the  practice,  during  his  colleclorship,  of 
retaining  moneys  for  such  purposes.  When  duties 
were  paid,  the  amounts  were  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  at  once;  and 
in  the  event  of  a decision  being  obtained  against 
the  collector  upon  any  suit  at  law,  it  was  his  prac- 
tice to  write  to  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  upon 
the  subject,  to  obtain  his  authority  for  the  payment 
of  the  judgment.  The  collector  is  considered  per- 
sonally responsible  for  all  such  claims,  and  execu- 
tion issues  against  his  private  property. 

Impelled,  therefore,  by  the  strongest  sense  of 
duty,  to  obtain  the  fullest  information  on  the  subject 
of  Mr.  Hoyt’s  deposite  and  use  of  the  public  money, 
as  the  onl  v test  of  the  correctness  of  the  returns  he 
has  made’  to  the  treasury  department  since  he  has 
been  in  office,  the  committee,  on  the  6th  of  Fe- 
bruary, commenced  the  examination  of  the  two 
cashiers  mentioned  by  Mr.  Hoyt.  The  following, 
from  the  committee’s  journal,  illustrates  this  pro- 
ceeding: 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— APRIL  27,  1839— SWART WOUT  DEFALCATIONS. 


137 


Gorham  A.  Worth  was  sworn  as  a witness. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  1.  Are  you  cashier  of  the  City  bank 
of  New  York,  and  are  you  in  charge  of  the  books 
of  record  arid  accounts,  and  the  official  papers  of 
said  bank?  Has  said  bank  been  a deposite  bank  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States?  If  not,  has  it 
been  a deposite  bank  of  tile  present  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York?  If  yea,  when  did  his  first  de- 
posite as  collector  commence?  And  has  he  kept 
an  individual  deposite  in  your  bank,  apart  from  his 
account  as  collector? 

Answer.  I ain  cashier  of  the  City  bank,  and 
have  charge  of  the  books,  &.c.  The  City  bank  has 
not  been  a government  deposite  bank  at  any  time. 
It  has  been  a deposite  bank  of  the  present  collector 
of  this  port.  The  account  was,  in  the  first  place, 
opened  with  Mr.  Hoyt,  as  collector — say  on  the  4th 
of  April  last.  That  account,  however,  was  closed 
after  a short  time — some  30  days — and  the  account 
then  opened  with  Mr.  Hoyt  in  his  individual  capa- 
city, and  so  remains  at  this  time. 

Question  2.  In  Mr.  Hoyt’s  individual  account, 
referred  to  in  your  last  answer,  has  there  been  made 
any  designation  by  Mr.  Hoyt  of  the  sources  from 
which  any  portion  of  his  funds  thus  doposited  are, 
or  have  been,  derived?  What  agreement,  if  any, 
has  existed,  and  what  agreement  still  exists,  be- 
tween said  bank  and  Mr.  Hoyt,  relative  to  said  de- 
posites?  Please  stale,  in  detail,  when  it  com- 
menced, and  whether  any  that  now  exists  is  the  sub- 
stitute of  any  previous  agreement;  and  also  what 
such  previous  agreement  was  and  when  made. 

Answer.  Mr.  Hoyt’s  deposites  were  made,  like 
all  other  deposites  in  bank,  by  simply  leaving  the 
money  to  be  placed  to  his  account,  w ithout  any  de- 
signation other  than  the  amount,  at  the  time  of  de- 
posite. The  only  agreement  made  with  Mr.  Hoyt 
was,  that  his  deposite  should  be  considered  as  gold 
and  silver,  and  that  his  checks  should,  at  all  times, 
if  required,  be  paid  in  gold  and’silver.  This  agree- 
ment was  made  at  the  time  of  his  first  deposite. 

Question  3.  What  has  been  the  aggregate  month- 
ly balance  of  said  deposites  since  the  agreement  to 
which  you  allude? 

[The  witness  was  permitted  to  take  this  question 
away  with  him,  in  order  to  obtain  the  details  of  the 
answer  required.] 

On  the  7th  of  February,  Mr.  Worth  appeared  and 
answered  as  follows:  (Extract  from  committee’s 
journal). 

Examination  of  Mr.  Worth  resumed. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  3.  [This  question  the  witness  had  been 
permitted  to  take  away  with  him  yesterday,  See 
journal.] 

3.  What  has  been  the  aggregate  monthly  balance 
of  said  deposites  since  the  agreement  to  which  you 
allude? 

Answer.  In  reply  to  the  above  interrogatory, 
propounded  to  me  yesterday,  (6th  February),  l an- 
swer, that  I decline  answering  it:  not  deeming  my- 
self at  liberty,  by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
bank,  to  expose  the  details  of  an  individual  depo- 
sitor’s account. 

Question  8.  Have  you,  since  the  above  interro- 
gatory was  propounded  to  you,  had  a consultation 
with  Mr.  Hoyt  on  the  subject  of  the  said  interroga- 
tory? If  yea,  please  state  the  substance  of  such 
consultation. 

Answer.  I must  decline  answering  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Withers  was  also  called  again  on  the  same 
day,  and  examined  as  follows: 

Examination  of  Reuben  Withers. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  1.  Are  you  cashier  of  the  bank  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  the  city  of  New  York;  and 
are  you  in  charge  of  the  books  of  records  and  ac- 
counts, and  the  official  papers  in  said  bank?  Has 
said  bank  been  a deposite  bank  of  the  United 
States?  Has  it  been,  or  is  it  now,  a deposite  bank 
of  the  present  collector  of  New  York?  If  yea, 
when  did  his  first  deposite  as  collector  commence? 
Has  Jesse  Hoyt  kept  an  individual  account  and  de- 
posite in  your  bank,  apart  from  his  account  as  col- 
lector? 

Answrer.  I am  cashier  of  the  bank  of  the  State 
ef  New  York,  and  have  charge  of  the  books  of  re- 
cords and  accounts,  and  official  papers  of  said  bank. 

Said  bank  has  not  been  a deposite  bank  of  the 
United  States.  , 

I beg  leave  to  answer  by  giving  a copy  of  a letter 
from  the  collector,  dated  June  12,  1838,  on  which 
day  a deposite  was  made  by  Mr.  Hoyt  in  his  own 
name,  and  the  account  has  been  so  continued  to  the 
present  time;  which  is  the  only  account  kept  by 
this  bank  with  Mr.  Hoyt. 

[The  letter  of  June  12th,  exhibited  by  witness, 
as  also  the  other  letters  subsequently  alluded  to  in 


his  testimony,  are  the  same  as  heretofore  given  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Hoyt's  testimony]. 

Question  2.  Mr.  Hoyt’s  account  in  your  bank, 
though  in  his  individual  name,  being  represented  in 
your  answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory,  and  in 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Hoyt  of  the  12th  June  last,  to  be 
an  account  of  public  money,  you  are  asked  what 
agreement,  if  any,  was  made  between  you  and  Mr. 
Hoyt,  either  verbal  or  written,  in  respect  to  his  ac- 
count on  deposite  of  money  in  your  bank.  Was 
there  any,  and  what,  agreement  or  understanding 
that  the  bank  should  pay  interest  on  deposite,  or 
any  part  of  the  deposite,  and  what  part,  and  what 
rate  of  interest? 

Answer.  From  the  12th  June,  1S3S,  to  the  19th 
of  October,  no  agreement,  either  written  or  verbal, 
was  made  with  Mr.  Hoyt  in  regard  to  his  account, 
except  that  his  checks  should  be  paid  in  the  legal 
currency  of  the  United  States  w’hen  required  by  the 
holder.  On  the  19th  of  October  I received  a let- 
ter from  him,  a copy  of  which  I now  enclose,  with  a 
copy  of  my  answer.  Since  that  time  I have  been 
furnished  with  a weekly  statement  of  the  amount 
held  by  him  under  protest,  subject  to  that  agree- 
ment. 

Question  3.  What  has  been  the  aggregate  week-  I 
ly  balance  of  said  deposites  in  your  bank  since  the  ' 
commencement  of  Mr.  Hoyt’s  account  in  your  I 
bank  as  collector,  and  since  his  deposite  of  public 
money  in  his  own  name  with  your  bank  com- 
menced? 

Answer.  I do  not  feel  warranted  in  answering 
this  question  without  the  authority  of  the  board  of 
directors. 

At  the  foregoing  examinations  Mr.  Hoyt  was  pre- 
sent, and  heard  the  refusal  of  each  cashier  to  fur- 
nish the  committee  with  the  information  desired. 
They  took  place  at  the  day  session  of  1 he  commit- 
tee, at  the  custom  house,  on  the  7th  of  February. 
At  the  evening  session  of  the  same  day,  the  exami- 
nation of  Mr.  Hoyt  was  continued  as  follows: 
Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  23.  Please  state  what  have  been  the 
aggregate  weekly  balances  of  your  deposite  ac- 
counts in  the  bank  of  the  State  of  New  York  and 
the  City  bank  of  New  York,  respectively,  since  you 
commenced  making  deposites  of  the  public  money 
as  collector,  or  in  your  individual  name,  in  said 
banks  respectively. 

Answer.  I cannot  state  what  has  been  that  ag- 
gregate balance.  My  rule  is  to  have  the  bank 
book  balanced  on  the  last  day  of  each  month;  but  I 
cannot  state  from  memory  what  the  aggregate 
monthly  balance  is.  It  varies  very  much.  I do 
not  make  up  weekly  balances,  and  it  is  only  when 
the  bank  book  is  balanced  that  the  true  balance  in 
bank  appears  upon  the  examination  of  both  parties 
— that  is,  the  drawer  arid  payer  of  the  check.  It 
has  frequently  happened  that  the  treasurer  has 
drawn  on  me  tor  more  money  than  appeared  by  my 
weekly  returns  to  be  to  his  credit;  but  such  drafts 
have  always  been  met  and  paid,  and  are  drawn  on 
anticipated  weekly  receipts;  and  it  frequently  hap- 
pens that  drafts  are  drawn  on  me  that  are  not  pre- 
sented for  payment  in  20,  30  or  40  days;  and  often 
drafts  are  protested  in  consequence  of  the  regula- 
tions of  the  rail  road  line  between  this  and  Washing- 
ton, before  any  notice  of  the  same  having  been 
drawn;  but  such  drafts  have  also  always  been 
paid. 

Question  24.  Will  you  explain  how  drafts  or 
warrants  on  you  can  affect  your  bank  account  of 
deposites,  so  as  to  alter  the  balance  thereof,  until 
after  such  drafts  or  warrants  have  been  presented 
to  you,  or  you  are  called  on  to  meet  the  same? 

Answer.  The  drafts  on  me  are  paid  generally 
by  my  checks  on  banks,  and  the  amount  of  checks 
drawn  for  such  drafts  materially  aifects  the  balance 
I have  in  bank;  which  balance  grows  out  of  depo- 
sites made  and  checks  drawn.  I do  not  recollect 
that  any  “warrants”  have  been  presented  to  me  for 
payment,  and,  therefore,  I do  not  refer  to  any  such 
transactions;  therefore  they  do  not  affect  my  ba- 
lance in  bank,  nor  does  any  draft  on  me  affect  my 
balance  in  bank  until  I have  checked  for  that 
draft. 

Question  25.  Do  you  or  not  keep,  or  cause  to 
be  kept,  by  a clerk,  a book  into  which  is  entered 
every  deposite  in  bank  of  the  public  money  which 
you  make,  and  also  every  check  you  dravk  upon 
such  deposites;  and  if  yea,  can  you  not  by  such 
book  tell  the  balance  you  have  on  deposite  at  any 
desired  periods? 

Answer.  I keep  no  official  bank  account,  nor 
have  I any  authority  to  keep  such  accounts.  I 
employ  the  banks  as  my  own  agents,  and  not  as 
agents  of  the  government.  I make  no  distinction 
in  such  deposites  between  my  own  money,  and  the 
money  for  which  I am  responsible  to  others.  I 
keep  no  separate  book  of  deposites  for  money  of 
my  own,  and  money  for  which  I am  responsible  to 


others.  I deposite  money,  if  I have  any.  belonging 
to  professional  cli*  is,  in  the  same  banks,  to  the 
same  account  that  I deposite  other  money;  and  the 
banks  know  no  distinction  as  to  the  persons  who 
may  have  a claim  upon  me  for  that  money,  except 
the  bank  of  the  State  ol  New  York,  as  to  a portion 
(as  before  stated)  of  that  deposited  relating  to  mo- 
ney paid  under  protest.  I could,  by  an  examination 
of  my  bank  book,  tell  the  amount  of  deposite  and 
the  balances  weekly;  but  for  the  amount  of  money 
I am  answerable  for  to  the  United  Statts,  I can 
only  tell  by  an  examination  of  the  books  of  the  col- 
lector’s office,  which  I will  submit  to  the  commit- 
tee, when  it  will  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing 
whether  I have  a sufficient  sum  in  bank  to  pay  the 
government  all  the  money  I have  ever  received, 
and  not  disbursed  according  to  law,  for  the  use,  be- 
hoof or  benefit  of  the  government. 

Question  26.  Can  you  or  not,  by  your  own  book 
of  deposites  in  bank,  ascertain  the  balance  which 
you  have  had  in  bank  at  the  end  of  every  week,  de- 
rived from  payments  under  protests?  If  yea,  please 
state  what  such  weekly  balances  have  been  since 
you  came  into  office. 

Answ’er.  No.  The  amount  deposited  for  mo- 
neys under  protest  is  made  up  from  my  own  book, 
and  upon  my  own  responsibility.  It  does  not  appear 
daily,  weekly  or  monthly,  by  the  book  of  deposites, 
what  portion  of  such  deposites  is  under  protest. 
The  bank  I believe,  is  willing  to  take  a copy  of  my 
return  to  the  department  as  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
the  amount  of  money  received  and  deposited  under 
protest.  When  it  expresses  any  doubts  as  to  the 
truth  of  the  statement,  they  will  notify  me,  and  I 
will  endeavor  to  satisfy  them  on  the  subject. 

Question  27.  Will  you  state  what  distinction  you 
make  between  “your  own  book  of  deposites  in 
bank,”  as  yrou  have  understood  it  in  my  last  inter- 
rogatory, and  “your  own  book,”  to  which  you  al- 
lude in  your  last  answer? 

Answer.  The  book  of  deposite  is  understood  to 
mean  the  book  on  which  the  bank  credits  the 
amount  deposited;  or,  in  other  words,  it  would  be 
called  a “pass-book”  between  the  dealer  and  the 
bank;  or,  to  be  more  specific,  it  is  a book  in  which 
the  bank  makes  an  acknowledgment  that  the  indi- 
vidual depositing  has  deposited  on  a given  day  a 
given  sum  of  money.  The  person  depositing  does 
not  keep  what  he  calls  a “book  of  deposites,”  but 
he  does  or  not,  as  he  pleases,  make  a charge  on 
some  book  against  the  bank  for  the  sum  deposited. 
Some  keep  one  kind  of  book, and  some  another.  Some 
enter  the  amount  of  deposite  on  the  margin  of  their 
check-book,  others  make  no  entry  at  all,  but  carry 
the  amount  in  their  memories,  i debit  the  amount 
of  deposite  on  the  margin  of  the  check-book;  but 
this  is  held  to  be  but  a memorandum  for  the  person 
drawing  the  check,  as  to  the  amount  deposited.  I 
do  not  keep  any  book  called  my  “own  book  of  de- 
posites in  bank.”  My  account  of  moneys  received 
under  protest  is  entered  as  it  is  received  in  what  is 
called  the  protest  book.  Sometimes  more  or  less 
entries  for  the  day  are  made  in  that  book,  and  the 
money  is  deposited  in  bank.  At  the  end  of  the 
week  I make  up,  in  the  form  of  an  account,  the 
gross  amount  deposited  for  the  week.  A copy  of 
that  amount  I forward  to  the  treasurer  and  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  on  Monday  of  each  week,  and  a 
like  copy  leave  with  the  bank  on  the  same  day. 
The  book  of  protest  is  resorted  to,  and  not  the 
“bank  book”  or  “book  of  deposites  in  bank”  for 
the  correctness  of  that  account. 

Question  28.  Can  you  or  not,  by  your  “protest 
book,”  mentioned  in  your  last  answer,  ascertain  the 
balance  which  you  have  had  in  batik  at  the  end  of 
every  week,  derived  from  payments  under  “pro- 
test?” If  yea,  please  state  what  such  weekly  ba- 
lances have  been  since  you  came  into  office. 

Answer.  I can,  and  have  already  filed  that  ac- 
count, in  answer  to  a question  put  by  Mr.  Wise, 
one  of  the  committee. 

The  indisposition  of  Mr.  Hoyt  to  furnish  the  com- 
mittee with  full  information  on  the  subject  of  his  de- 
posites of  public  money  in  bank,  so  as  to  enable  it 
to  understand  what  sums  had  been  drawn  out,  when, 
and  for  what  purposes,  as  well  as  what  sums  had 
been  deposited,  induced  one  more  eliort  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  to  derive  the  information  from  his 
deposite  banks;  accordingly,  on  the  next  morning, 
at  the  opening  of  the  session,  Mr.  Withers  was 
sent  for,  appeared,  and,  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Hoyt,  was  examined  as  follows: 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Withers  was  resumed. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  4.  Have  you  had  any  consultation  or 
other  intercourse  with  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  collector, 
since  you  w’ere  summoned  as  a witness  before  this 
committee,  on  the  subject  of  answering  interroga- 
tories relating  to  Mr.  Hoyt’s  deposites  in  your 
bank?  If  yea,  state  the  substance  of  such  conver- 
sation. 
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Answer.  I have  not.  j 

Question  5.  Has  the  board  of  directors  of  your 
bank  been  consulted  by  yourself,  or  any  other  per- 
son within  your  knowledge,  to  either  make  or  pre- 
vent a disclosure  of  the  state  of  Mr.  Hoyt’s  depo- 
sites  in  said  bank,  as  sought  for  in  the  third  interro- 
gatory above? 

Answer.  The  board  of  directors  have  not  been 
consulted,  to  my  knowledge,  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Hoyt’s  account.  In  my  answer  to  the  third  inter- 
rogatory I was  governed  by  the  by-laws  of  the 
bank. 

When  the  last  answer  of  Mr.  Withers  was  given, 
Mr.  Smith,  by  leave  of  the  committee,  propounded 
the  following  interrogatory  to  Mr.  Hoyt;  to  which 
the  latter  gave  the  answer  thereto  subjoined: 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Hoijt  was  resumed. 

Exu mined,  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  29.  Are  you  or  not  willing  for  the 
cashiers  of  the  bank  of  the  State  of  New  York  and 
of  the  City  bank  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a 
statement  of  the  weekly  or  monthly  balances  ot 
your  deposites  in  said  banks  since  your  term  of  of- 
fice as  collector  commenced?  If  nay,  please  state 
your  reasons  in  full. 

Answer.  From  an  occurrence  that  took  place  in 
the  committee  room  last  evening,  I made  up  my 
mind  that  it  was  necessary  to  make  a communica- 
tion in  writing  to  the  committee.  I slated  to  the 
committee,  before  I commenced  this  answer,  what 
I desired,  and  that  the  letter  would  be  before  the 
committee  in  about  two  minutes;  and,  since  com- 
mencing the  writing  of  this  answer,  said  commu- 
nicalion  was  brought  to  the  committee,  and  handed 
by  me  to  the  chairman  thereof,  and,  until  an  answer 
is  made  to  that  communication  in  some  form  or 
manner  to  indicate  to  me  the  sense  of  the  commit- 
tee upon  the  same,  I decline  answering  the  inter- 
rogatory. 

The  following  extract  from  the  journal  of  the 
committee  exhibiis  the  continuation  of  the  com- 
mittee’s proceedings  in  relation  to  Mr.  Hoyt: 

Mr.  Smith  offered  the  following  resolution: 

In  consideration  that  Reuben  Withers,  esq.  has 
testified  to  this  committee  that  he  is  cashier  ot  the 
bank  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  has  charge  of 
the  books  of  records  and  accounts,  and  official  pa 
pers  ol  said  bank,  and  has  also  communicated  in  his 
testimony  to  this  committee  the  copy  of  a letter 
from  Jesse  Hoyt,  esq.  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  to  the  said  Withers,  in  his  said  capacity  as 
cashier,  under  date  of  June  12,  1838,  informing  said 
cashier  that  said  collector  had  deputed  said  bank  his 
“agent  to  aid  him  in  safely  keeping  of  the  public  mo- . 
neys  which  come  into  his  hands  by  virtue  of  the  office 
he  holds:” 

And  in  consideration  that  said  Withers  has  de- 
clined, when  called  upon  for  the  purpose,  to  furnish 
this  committee  with  information  of  the  aggregate 
weekly  balance  of  said  Hoyt’s  deposites  m said 
bank  “without  the  authority  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors” of  said  bank,  and  subsequently  on  the  ground 
that  in  such  refusal  he  “was  governed  by  the  by- 
laws of  the  bank:” 

And  in  consideration  that  said  Hoyt  has  been 
subsequently  asked,  by  an  interrogatory  propound- 
ed to  him  in  committee,  to  give  his  own  consent  for 
said  cashier  to  furnish  this  committee  with  the  in- 
formation thus  sought  by  this  committee  respecting 
the  public  money  deposited  by  said  collector  in  said 
bank  for  safe  keeping,  or  to  give  any. reason  satis- 
factory to  this  committee  for  withholding  such  con- 
sent: 

Be  it  resolved.  That  the  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee be  directed  to  issue  a subpoena  duces  tecum , 
summoning  said  Ruben  Withers  to  appear  forth- 
with belore  this  committee,  and  to  bring  with  him 
either  the  original  book  of  the  deposite  account  of 
Jesse  Hoyt,  kept  by  said  Withers  as  cashier  of  the 
bank  of  the  State  of  New  York,  or,  in  lieu  of  such 
book,  a true  copy  of  said  Hoyt’s  account  of  depo- 
site, as  the  same  appears  on  the  books  of  said  bank, 
since  the  1st  day  of  March  last  past. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That,  from  like  and  simi- 
lar considerations  as  are  stated  above,  a similar  sub- 
poena duces  tecum  be  issued  by  the  chairman  of  this 
committee  to  Gorham  A.  Worth,  esq.  cashier  of 
the  City  bank  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
striking  out  all  before  the  words  “be  it  re- 
solved," and  insert,  instead  thereof:  “whereas  Mr. 
Hoyt  has  declined  to  answer  the  above  interrogato- 
ry, except  as  above  stated,  therefore:” 

Mr.  Foster  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3. 

Nays  — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith,  Wise — 6. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Smith’s  reso- 
lution, the  yeas  and  nays  havingbeen  calledby  Mr. 
Owens,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted: 


. Yeas — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Foster,  Harlan, 

Hopkins,  Owens,  Smith,  Wagener,  Wise — 9. 

Nays— None. 

Mr.  Owens  moved  that  the  written  communica- 
tion of  Jesse  Hoyt,  collector,  to  this  committee,  be 
now  read. 

Mr.  Curtis  moved  the  following  amendment  to 
Mr.  Owen’s  proposition: 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hoyt  be  informed  by  the 
chairman  that  his  answer  to  the  last  interrogatory 
propounded  by  Mr.  Smitli  is  not  definitive  to  the 
question,  and  that  the  committee  cannot  allow  him 
to  dictate  the  order  of  their  proceedings,  or  the 
terms  upon  which  he  will  respond  to  its  inquiries; 
and  that  if  said  answer  of  Mr.  Hoyt  be  retracted, 
and  a pertinent  answer  given,  the  committee  will 
receive  and  act  upon  his  written  communication, 
and  not  before. 

Mr.  Owens  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the 
amendment  was  adopted: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith.  Wise — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3. 

The  question  on  the  proposition  as  amended  was 
then  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative;  the  yeas 
and  nays  havingbeen  called  by  Mr.  Owens. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Flop- 
kins,  Smith,  Wise — 6. 

Nays— Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3 

Mr.  Wise  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  will  not  receive 
any  communications  from  Mr.  Hoyt  until  he  an- 
swers the  interrogatories  which  have  been  pro- 
pounded to  him. 

Mr.  Owens  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
resolution  was  adopted: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Flarlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith,  Wise — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3. 

Reuben  Withers  appeared  before  the  committee 
under  a subpoena  duces  tecum,  issued  this  morning, 
and  his  examination  was  resumed  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Withers  resumed. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Question  6.  Flave  you  been  served  with  a sub- 
pceiia  from  this  committee,  directing  you  to  bring 
the  books  of  the  bank  of  the  State  of  New  York 
containing  the  account  of  the  deposites  made  in 
said  bank  by  Jesse  Hoyt  since  March  last,  or,  in 
lieu  thereof,  to  bring  a true  copy  of  such  account? 
Ifyea,  do  you  produce  said  books  or  copy?  and  if 
not,  please  state  your  reason  for  omitting  so  to  do. 

Answer.  I have  been  served  with  a notice  to  pro- 
duce the  books  of  the  bank  of  the  State  of  New 
York  relating  to  Mr.  Hoyt’s  account,  or  a cony 
thereof;  wiiich  I decline  producing,  for  reason  giv- 
en in  my  previous  answer. 

Mr.  Foster  called  up  for  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion ottered  by  Mr.  Hopkins  last  night,  for  adjourn- 
ment to  meet  in  Washington  city;  and  moved  lo 
amend  it,  by  s’rikingout  all  after  the  word  “resolv- 
ed," and  inserting  the  following: 

Whereas,  in  the  course  of  the  investigations  of 
this  committee,  witnesses  have  been  introduced  and 
sworn,  whose  testimony  has  tended  to  charge  tile 
present  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  with  of- 
ficial misconduct;  and  whereas  the  said  collector 
has  applied  to  this  committee  for  permission  to  be 
heard  in  relation  thereto,  and  to  go  into  a full  in- 
vestigation thereof,  by  witnesses  to  be  produced  bv 
him,  and  requesting  tiiatsuch  full  investigation  may 
be  had  here,  (in  the  city  of  New  York))  where  lie 
alleges  that  the  witnesses  which  he  wishes  to  in- 
troduce reside;  and  whereas  it  is  due  to  the  fair  and 
full  administration  of  justice  that  the  said  collector 
should  have  a full  opportunity  to  rebut  the  charges 
thus  made  against  him;  and  whereas  several  wit- 
nesses are  now  under  examination  before  this  com- 
mittee, the  testimony  of  whom  is  not  yet  closed;, 
and  whereas,  from  the  fact  that  several  witnesses 
have  been  under  examination  at  the  same  time,  the 
testimony  of  several  of  whom  is  now  before  the 
committee,  either  in  manuscript  or  in  print,  (a  por- 
tion of  the  manuscript  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
printer),  the  committee  have  not  at  this  time  the 
means  of  ascertaining  the  effect  to  be  given  to  that 
testimony,  or  the  nature  thereof;  and  individual 
members  of  the  committee  are  consequently  unable 
(until  a better  opportunity  shall  be  afforded  to  ex- 
amine said  testimony)  to  determine  how  much  fur- 
ther tile  examination  of  those  witnesses  should  pro- 
ceed, or  wiiat  other  witnesses  ought  to  be  examined 
in  this  case  in  oider  to  a full  understanding  thereof; 
and  whereas  we  are  satisfied  that  a full  inves- 
tigation oi  (lie  facts  connected  with  the  defalcations 
charged  can  be  better  examined  into  here  than  else- 
where; therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  will  not  fix  upon 
a time  for  closing  the  testimony  in  New  York  un- 
til the  testimony  is  at  an  end;  and  that  the  fixing  the 


time  lor  adjoin'., ing  to  Washington,  by  resoiihion 
passed  before  the  testimony  is  ended,  w ill  be  cal- 
culated lo  deprive  the  said  collector  of  the  right, 
wiiich  every  man  when  charged  has,  ofshowing  that 
those  charges  are  unfounded,  and  of  protecting  his 
character  from  aspersion;  will  prevent  the  individu- 
als ol  the  committee  from  examining  and  cross-ex- 
amining such  witnesses  as  they  may  believe  ought 
to  be  examined;  will  set  a precedent  entirely  new 
and  arbitrary  in  the  administration  of  justice,  dan- 
gerous to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  persons  who 
may  be  charged  with  misconduct;  will  be  deciding 
a question,  the  propriety  of  which  the  committee 
cannot  possibly  know;  and  will  be  well  calculated 
to  destroy  in  the  puulic  mind  all  confidence  in  the 
results  to  which  this  committee  may  arrive. 

Resolved,  That,  hereafter,  the  time  during  which 
the  committee  will  be  in  session  shall  be  from  ten 
o’clock,  A.  M.  till  half-past  four,  P.  M ; and  from 
seven  o’clock,  P.  M.  till  half-past  ten,P.  M. 

Mr.  Curlis  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment on  tlie  table. 

Mr.  Foster  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Smith, 
Wise — 5. 

Nays — Messrs.  Foster,  Hopkins,  Owens,  Wage- 
ner— 4. 

Mr.  Worth,  the  other  cashier,  did  not  obey  the 
pubpffina  issued  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the 
committee.  And  the  power  of  the  committee  over 
the  witnesses  and  their  papers,  connected  with 
Mr.  Hoyt’s  accounts  of  the  public  money,  being 
thus  exhausted  in  the  pursuit  of  information  deem- 
ed essential  and  indispensable  lo  tile  formation  of  a 
correct  judgment  in  relation  to  his  returns,  and  the 
certainty  that  the  late  period  in  the  session  of  con- 
gress would  preclude  any  successful  appeal  from 
the  committee  to  the  house  for  further  aid,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  ottered  by  Mr.  Wise,  at  the 
close  of  the  morning  session  of  the  committee  dur- 
ing which  tlie  foregoing  proceedings  were  had, 
viz: 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  having  accom- 
plished its  principal  object,  to  inspect  the  books 
and  papers  in  Ihe  custom  house,  in  coming  to  tlie 
city  oi  New  York,  and,  desiring  to  inspect  the  books 
and  papers  in  the  treasury  department  at  tile  cily 
of  Washington  during  the  slioit  period  of  time  now 
left  to  tlie  further  prosecution  of  its  inquiries,  will 
adjourn  this  day  at  ten  o’clock,  P.  M.  to  meet  at 
twelve  o’clock,  i\I.  on  Tuesday  the  12ili  instant,  at 
the  room  of  the  committee  oil  commerce  in  tlie 
capitol;  and  that  the  witnesses  henceforth  be  sum- 
moned to  appear  at  that  place,  unlit  further  order- 
ed. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,"  and  in- 
serting the  following: 

Whereas,  in  the  course  of  the  investigations  of 
this  committee,  witnesses  have  been  introduced 
and  sworn,  whose  testimony  has  tended  to  charge 
the  present  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  with 
official  misconduci;  and  whereas  the  said  collector 
has  applied  to  this  commiitee  for  permission  to  be 
heard  in  relation  thereto,  and  to  go  into  a lull  investi- 
gation thereof,  by  witnesses  to  be  produced  by  him; 
and  requesting  that  such  full  investigation  may  be 
had  here,  (in  the  city  of  New  York),  where  he  al- 
leges that  tlie  witnesses  which  he  wishes  to  intro- 
duce reside;  and  whereas  ii  is  due  to  the  full  and 
fair  administration  of  justice  that  the  said  collector 
should  have  a lull  opportunity  to  rebut  the  charges 
thus  made  against  him;  and  whereas  several  wit- 
nesses are  now  under  examination  before  this  com- 
mittee, the  testimony  of  whom  is  not  yet  closed; 
and  whereas,  from  Ihe  fact  that  several  witnesses 
have  been  under  examination  at  the  same  time,  (he 
testimony  of  several  of  whom  is  not  now  before  the 
committee,  either  in  manuscript  or  in  print,  (a  por- 
tion of  the  manuscript  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
printer),  tlie  commiitee  have  not  at  this  time  the 
means  of  ascertaining  the  effect  to  be  given  to  that 
testimony,  or  the  nature  thereof;  and  individual 
members  of  the  committee  are  consequently  una- 
ble (until  a better  opportunity  shall  be  afforded  to 
examine  said  testimony)  to  determine  how  much 
further  the  examination  of  those  witnesses  should 
proceed,  or  what  other  witnesses  ought  to  be  ex- 
amined in  this  case,  in  order  to  a full  understand- 
ing thereof;  and  whereas  we  are  satisfied  (hat  a full 
investigation  of  the  facts  connected  with  tlie  defal- 
cations charged  can  be  better  examined  into  here 
than  elsewhere;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  will  not  fix  upon 
a time  for  closing  tile  testimony  in  New  York,  un- 
til the  testimony  is  at  an  end;  and  that  the  fixing 
the  time  for  adjourning  to  Washington,  by  a reso- 
lution passed  before  the  testimony  is  ended,  will 
be  calculated  to  deprive  the  said  collector  of  the 
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right  ( which  every  man  when  charged  has)  of' 
showing  that  those  charges  are  unfounded,  and  of 
protecting  his  character  from  aspersion;  will  pre- 
vent the  individuals  of  the  committee  from  examin- 
ing and  cross-examining  such  witnesses  as  they 
may  believe  ought  to  be  examined;  will  set  a prece- 
dent entirely  new  and  arbitrary  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  dangerous  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  persons  who  may  be  charged  with  mis- 
conduct; will  be  deciding  a question,  the  propriety 
of  which  the  committee  cannot  possibly  know,  and 
will  be  well  calculated  to  destroy  in  the  public 
mind  all  confidence  in  the  results  to  which  this 
committee  may  arrive. 

Resolved,  That,  hereafter,  the  time  during  which 
the  committee  will  be  in  session,  shall  be  from  ten 
o’clock,  A.  M.  till  half  past  four  o’clock,  P.  M.; 
and  from  seven  o’clock,  P.  M.  till  half  past  ten, 
P.  M. 

Mr.  Foster  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Foster,  Owens — 2. 

Nays — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith,  Wise — 6. 

Mr.  Wagener  moved  an  adjournment,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  Motion  lost: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Foster,  Hopkins,  Wagener — 3. 

Nays — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Smith, 
Wise — 5. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wise’s  re- 
solution, and  decided  in  the  affirmative;  the  yeas 
and  nays  having  been  called  for  by  Mr.  Foster. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith,  Wise — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Foster,  Wagener — 2. 

The  committee  then,  at  half  past  four  o’clock,  P. 
M.  took  a recess  till  seven  o’clock,  P.  M.  to  meet 
then  at  the  Astor  House. 

During  tlie  evening  session  of  the  committee, 
and  not  forty  minutes  previous  to  the  expiration  of 
the  hour  appointed  by  the  resolution  of  the  morn- 
ing for  the  adjournment  of  the  committee  to  meet 
at  the  capitol  in  Washington,  the  chairman  received 
and  submitted  two  letters  from  Mr.  Hoyt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owens, 

Resolved,  That  the  last  communication  from  Mr. 
Hoyt,  collector,  be  read. 

Whereupon,  the  following  letters  were  read: 

Friday  evening,  7 o’clock,  Feb.  8,  1839. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a commu- 
nication retracting  my  former  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Mr.  Smith,  and  make  an  answer  to  the  same. 

Respectfully,  J.  HOYT,  collector. 

Hon.  James  Harlan,  chairman. 

Friday  evening,  Feb.  8,  1839,  7,  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Sin:  If  I correctly  understand  what  is  demanded 
of  me  by  the  committee  of  which  you  are  chairman, 
it  is  substantially  this:  that,  as  a condition  prece- 
dent to  the  receiving  and  acting  on  a communica- 
tion addressed  by  me  this  morning  to  the  committee, 
and  placed  by  me  personally  in  your  hands,  as  its 
chairman,  at  11  o’clock  this  morning,  I must  re- 
tract the  answer  made  by  me  to  a question  put  by 
Mr.  Smith,  about  two  minutes  before  that  commu- 
nication was  delivered  to  you,  (although  not  until 
after  it  was  written),  which  question  was  in  the 
following  words,  as  appears  from  a copy  thereof 
since  sent  to  me  by  the  committee: 

“Are  you  or  not  willing  for  the  cashiers  of  the 
bank  of  the  Stale  of  New  York  and  of  the  City  bank 
to  furnish  this  committee  with  a statement  of  the 
weekly  or  monthly  balances  of  your  deposites  in 
said  banks,  since  your  term  of  office  as  collector 
commenced?  If  nay,  please  state  your  reasons  in 
full.”  And  to  which  question  I made  the  following 
answer:  “From  an  occurrence  that  took  place  in 
the  committee  room  last  evening,  I made  up  my 
mind  that  it  was  necessary  to  make  a communica- 
tion in  writing  to  the  committee.  I stated  to  the 
committee,  before  I commenced  this  answer,  what 
I desired,  and  that  the  letter  would  be  before  the 
committee  in  about  two  minutes;  and  since  com- 
mencing the  writing  of  this  answer,  the  said  com- 
munication was  brought  to  the  committee,  and 
handed  by  me  to  the  chairman  thereof;  and  until  an 
answer  is  made  to  that  communication  in  some  form 
or  manner,  to  indicate  to  me  the  sense  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  the  same,  I decline  answering  the 
interrogatory.” 

As  1 think  it  of  vital  importance  to  myself,  (and 
not  only  to  me,  but  to  truth  and  justice),  that  the 
communication  referred  to  should  be  received  and 
acted  on  by  the  committee;  and  as  I am  reduced  by 
the  course  which  has  been  taken  by  the  committee 
to  the  alternative  either  of  withdrawing  what  I con- 
ceived to  be  a proper  answer,  under  the  extraordi- 
nary circumstances  in  which  I was  placed,  to  the 
question  put  to  me,  or  of  submitting  to  the  rejec- 
tion of  my  communication  without  its  being  acted 
on,  read,  or  even  received;  I feel  myself  compelled, 
by  a paramount  regard  to  the  personal  and  public 


interest  involved  in  this  case,  to  submit  to  the  di- 
rection of  the  committee,  and  I do  therefore  hereby 
withdraw  the  answer  above  slated  to  have  been 
given  to  the  question  of  Mr.  Smith.  But,  before 
1 proceed  to  answer  that  question,  I think  it  pro- 
per to  remind  the  committee  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  given,  and  to  state  the  motives 
which  prompted  it,  to  the  end  that  the  object  and 
propriety  of  the  course  adopted  by  me  may  be 
clearly  seen.  When  I parted  from  the  committee 
at  half  past  11  o’clock  last  night,  I informed  the 
committee  that  I would  make  a communication  in 
writing,  this  morning,  touching  Dir.  Lyon’s  testi- 
mony, and  the  posture  in  which  it  placed  me  be- 
fore the  committee;  which  communication,  as  I 
understood,  the  committee  agreed  to  receive.  In 
conformity  with  this  understanding,  I prepared  the 
proposed  communication  at  as  early  an  hour  as 
practicable,  and  as  above  staled,  delivered  it  to  you, 
personally,  at  about  11  o’clock  this  morning. 

Being  exceedingly  desirous  that  this  communica- 
tion should  be  received,  and  promptly  acted  on  by 
the  committee,  for  reasons  which  will  readily  ap- 
pear by  perusal  thereof;  and  being  unwilling  to 
enter  upon  any  new  subject  of  inquiry  until  1 
should  be  distinctly  informed  by  the  committee,  as 
requested  in  that  communication,  what  were  the 
charges  preferred  against  me, and  by  vvhatevidence 
they  were  supported;  I felt  it  to  be  my  right  to 
withhold  a reply  to  the  new  question  proposed  by- 
Mr.  Smith,  especially  as  the  mode  of  trying  a pub- 
lic officer  by  compelling  him  to  furnish  evidence 
against  himself,  to  which  I had  patiently  submitted 
for  several  days,  seemed,  at  least,  to  deserve  this 
modification!  I was  also  induced  to  take  the  course 
I did,  by  the  fact  that  I apprehended,  from  an  in- 
formal conversation  had  with  the  committee  just  as 
I was  about  to  leave  the  committee  room  last  even- 
ing, in  regard  to  the  time  I should  require  to  dis- 
prove the  statements  of  Mr.  Lyon,  that  the  com- 
mittee might  possibly  adjourn  before  I could  have 
the  opportunity  of  introducing  the  necessary  testi- 
mony; and  this  was  the  occurrence  alluded  to  in  my 
answer  to  the  interrogatory  propounded  by  Mr. 
Smith.  Proceeding  now  to  answer  that  question, 
I reply , that  I am  perfectly  willing  that  the  cashiers 
of  the  bank  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  City 
bank,  should  render  you  any  and  all  of  my  accounts 
inquired  about  in  the  interrogatory',  in  any  form  or 
manner  required  by  the  committee.  I have  at  all 
times  been  willing  that  such  accounts  should  be 
rendered.  I have  not  requested  or  advised  either 
of  the  said  cashiers  to  withhold  them,  nor  have  1 
any  wish  to  conceal  or  suppress  the  same;  but  I am 
desirous,  as  I formerly  stated  in  my  letter  to  the 
committee,  under  date  of  the  29th  of  January  last, 
to  have  a full  investigation  of  my  accounts,  and 
that  the  committee  might  state  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, and  through  them  to  the  people, 
whether  or  not  I am  a public  defaulter.  Very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOYT,  collector. 

Hon.  James  Harlan,  chairman,  <§-c. 

Mr.  Owens  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Jesse  Hoy  t,  the  collector,  be  fur- 
nished with  a copy  of  the  printed  journal  of  this 
committee,  so  far  as  the  same  has  relation  to  charg- 
es, direct  or  indirect,  against  him  as  collector. 

Mr.  Curtis  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  in- 
serting the  following  words: 

That  Jesse  Hoyt  having  had  an  opportunity,  on 
Wednesday  morning  last,  to  read  the  testimony  of 
David  S.  Lyon,  at  the  time  it  was  received,  so  far 
as  the  same  related  to  the  official  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hoyt,  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  out  and  send  copies 
of  any  testimony  taken  before  the  committee  to 
him. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and 
amendment  on  the  table  till  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Owens  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
motion  was  carried: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Smith 

—4. 

Nays — Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3. 

Mr.  Foster  ottered  a resolution,  which  the  chair- 
man decided  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Foster  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question,  shall  the  decision  of  the  chair 
stand?  wa9  then  put  and  decided  in  the  affirmative: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith,  Wise — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3. 

Mr.  Foster  then  ottered  a second  resolution. 

The  chair  decided  the  resolution  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Foster  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question,  shall  the  decision  of  the  chair 
stand?  was  put  and  decided  in  the  affirmative: 


Yeas — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith,  Wise — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3. 

Mr.  Hopkins  ottered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  return  to  Mr.  J. 
Hoyt  his  communication  of  this  morning,  which 
was  received  about  11  o’clock. 

Mr.  Foster  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  in- 
serting the  following  words: 

That  the  chairman  now  present  to  the  committee 
and  that  the  committee  receive  the  communicalion 
made  to  the  committee  at  about  11  o’clock,  A.  M. 
this  day,  and  that  the  said  communication  be  now 
read. 

Mr.  Owens  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
amendment  was  rejected: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Foster,  Owens,  Wagener — 3 

Nays — Messrs.  Curtis,  Dawson,  Harlan,  Hop- 
kins, Smith,  Wise — 6. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  original  resolu- 
tion, and  carried  in  the  affirmative: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Curtis,  Harlan,  Hopkins,  Smith, 
Wise — 5. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dawson,  Foster,  Owens,  Wage- 
ner— 4. 

The  committee,  having  thus  furnished  the  house 
with  a faithful  and  connected  detail  from  the  re- 
cord of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  collector  at  New  Yoik,  need  only  add, 
that  the  repeated  and  continued  evasions  of  the  calls 
of  the  committee  upon  him,  by  both  resolutions  and 
interrogatories,  for  information  respecting  his  offi- 
cial conduct  with  the  public  money,  and  of  his  ac- 
counts of  that  money,  and  the  constant  falsification 
by  him  of  the  professions  made  to  the  committee’Nin 
his  letter  of  the  29th  of  January,  of  his  anxiety  to 
give  evey  facility  to  the  investigation  of  his  uccor-nts 
and  urnvillingness  to  rest  for  a moment  under  any  im- 
putation implied  by  a previous  resolution  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  of  his  readiness  to-  submit  lo  the  committee  all 
his  official  correspondence  with  the  treasury,  and  his 
books  and  pupers  relating  lo  the  receipt  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  money,  and  to  the  particulars  and 
stale  of  his  accounts  since  entering  upon  the  collector- 
ship,  and  also  that  it  would  give  him  pleasure  to  com- 
municate, either  orally  or  in  writing , any  other  infor- 
mation onthe  subject  which  the  committee  might  desire; 
the  evasion  and  falsification  of  these  plain  profes- 
sions and  assurances  which  he  had  made,  clearly  but 
in  accordance  with  the  duty  imposed  upon  him  by 
his  station;  and  especially  Mr.  Hoyt’s  neglect  to 
appear  in  person  to  enter  a retraxit  of  his  previous 
refusal  to  answer  to  the  interrogatory  propounded 
to  him  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  to  submit  himself  to  fur- 
ther examination,  forbade  the  committee  to  indulge 
any  confidence  in  the  hope  of  a successful  prosecu- 
tion of  their  inquiries  respecting  bis  official  pro- 
ceedings within  the  short  time  remaining  fur  their 
investigation.  The  committee  could  not  but  feel 
that  already  too  much  time  had  been  spent  in  en- 
deavors to  surmount  the  obstacles  and  equivoca- 
tions which  had  been  thrown  in  their  way  by  the 
collector,  where  openness,  directness,  and  "plain 
dealing  only  were  to  have  been  anticipated.  To 
rescind  their  previous  resolution  for  their  return  to 
Washington,  upon  any  assurance  of  the  collector  of 
a dilferent  line  of  conduct  towards  the  committee 
from  that  which  he  had  been  pursuing,  with  the 
probability  thereby  of  defeating  the  purposes  of  an 
early  return  of  the  committee  to  Washington,  ap- 
peared to  the  committee  not  to  be  warranted  by  a 
sound  exercise  of  discretion.  Equally  incompati- 
ble with  the  time  and  duties  assigned  them  by  Ihe 
house  appeared  every  proposition  for  Ihe  commit- 
tee, under  any  pretext  of  wounded  sensibility  on 
the  part  of  the  collector,  to  be  drawn  aside  to  in- 
vestigate or  to  adjudicate  either  actual  or  fictitious 
charges  of  malconduct  that  might  be  brought  by 
the  collector  against  any  individual  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  in  the  custom  house,  but  who  was  not 
any  longer  an  officer  of  government,  or  amenable 
to  the  committee  or  to  the  house.  At  Ihe  stage  in- 
dicated the  committee  were  therefore  compelled  (o 
abandon  all  hope  of  reporting  in  full  upon  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  returns  that  have  been  made  by  this 
officer. 

Reviewing  the  evidence  obtained,  (he  committee 
report  to  the  house  the  following  facts  as  esta- 
blished: 

1st.  That  the  returns  of  the  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms at  the  port  of  New  York  have  not  been  cor- 
rect, as  they  have  not  at  all  times  embraced,  as  paid 
into  the  public  treasury,  the  moneys  received  by 
him  for  unascertained  duties,  and  at  no  time  for 
duties  paid  under  protest. 

2d.  That  said  collector,  in  his  returns,  has  vio- 
lated the  instructions  of  the  treasury  department; 
has  put  at  defiance  the  duties  assigned  him  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury;  has  repudiated  the  offi- 
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cial  decision  of  the  responsible  law  officer  of  the 
executive  department;  and  is  guilty  of  and  illegal 
retention  and  use  of  the  public  money,  in  the 
amount  thus  held  by  him  under  protest  and  for  un- 
ascertained duties. 

3d.  That  the  committee  have  been  prevented 
from  ascertaining  what  is  the  extent  of  the  illegal 
retention  and  use  of  the  public  moneys  by  the  pre- 
sent collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  either  in 
funds  collected  under  protest,  or  for  unascertained 
duties,  or  in  other  funds  collected  by  him,  because 
of  ins  refusal  to  exhibit  his  own  book  of  cash  de- 
posites  in  bank,  or  to  permit  the  banks  used  by  him 
as  depositories  to  exhibit  their  accounts  of  his  de- 
posites. 

4th.  That  the  public  moneys  received  by  said 
collector  are  mingled  with  his  own  moneys  on  de- 
posite,  and  are  not  kept  by  him,  nor  by  his  banks 
of  deposite,  distinct  and  separate  from  the  indivi- 
dual moneys  of  the  collector  and  of  his  ‘'profes- 
sional clients;”  and  his  returns  cannot,  therefore, 
be  founded  upon  them  as  a separate  and  indepen- 
dent fund  belonging  to  government,  though  in  his 
keeping. 

5th.  That,  as  appears  by  the  letter  of  Gorham  A. 
Worth,  the  cashier  of  the  City  bank,  the  present 
collector  has  deposited  public  moneys  in  his  hands, 
with  a bank  winch  could  not,  under  the  law  pro- 
hibiting the  selection  of  any  bank  as  a depository 
which  has  issued  notes  under  the  denomination  of 
five  dollars,  be  selected  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  himself  as  a depository  of  moneys  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

6th.  That  the  mode  adopted  and  practised  by  the 
said  collector,  of  keeping  and  making  returns  of  the 
public  money  collected  by  him  for  unascertained  du- 
ties and  under  protest,  in  the  language  of  the  present 
attorney  general  of  the  United  States,  “could  never 
have  been  the  intention  of  congress;”  and  being 
“ tolerated ,”  it  has  made  it,  in  the  language  of  the 
same  high  officer,  “the  interest  of  the  collector  to 
postpone  the  ascertainment  of  duties,  as,  in  the 
mean  time,  he  would  have  the  uncontrolled  use  of 
the  money;”  it  has  also,  in  fulfilment  of  the  rea- 
soning of  the  attorney  general,  increased  the  “dan- 
ger oh  faithlessness  in  the  collector,  by  permitting 
large  amounts  of  money  to  remain  with  him,  and 
under  his  individual  control,  instead  of  being  in  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States.” 

7th.  That,  in  the  language  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral, “the  tenor  and  spirit  of  all  our  revenue  laws 
seem  to  inculcate  the  idea  that  the  intention  of 
congress  has  at  all  times  been,  that  money  collect- 
ed lor  revenue  should  be  promptly  placed  in  the 
treasury,  and  not  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  collector.” 

8th.  That  the  returns  of  the  naval  officer  at.  New 
York  have  not  been  correct,  as  it  is  found,  in  the 
testimony  of  the  present  deputy  naval  officer,  “that 
the  naval  office,  under  its  existing  33'stem,  is  not 
enabled  either  to  determine  what  amount  of  bonds 
has  been  taken  by  the  collector  for  duties  in  any 
quarter,  or  who  are  the  parties  to  said  bonds,  or  the 
dates  of  said  bonds,  or  when  they  are  payable,  or 
when  such  bonds  are  paid,  or  whether  the  collector 
does  or  doss  not  account  truly  for  such  bonds.” 

PART  IV. 

DEFALCATION  AMONG  RECEIVERS  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 

The  committee,  in  fulfilment  of  that  portion  of 
the  duty  assigned  them  by  which  they  were  directed 
to  inquire  into  “any  defalcations  among  receivers,” 
&c.  “which  may  now  exist,”  report  to  the  house 
that  the  limited  period  which  they  had  for  a tho- 
rough investigation  of  the  subjects  with  which  they 
were  charged,  and  the  time  necessarily  consumed 
in  the  examination  of  the  cases  of  the  late  collector 
and  district  attorney  of  New  York,  have  prevented 
a minute  investigation  of  the  extent,  nature  and 
causes  of  the  defalcations  of  receivers  of  public 
moneys  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
The  committee  have,  however,  prepared,  from  re- 
ports made  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  at  the 
last  and  present  sessions  of  congress,  a tabular 
statement  exhibiting  the  names  of  such  defaulters, 
the  amount  due  from  each,  when  due,  and  the  pe- 
nalties of  their  official  bonds,  respectively;  also,  the 
correspondence  had  between  the  treasury  depart- 
ment and  fifteen  of  the  individuals  whose  names 
appear  in  said  statement.  The  committee  having 
called  for  and  been  furnished  by  the  department 
with  the  answers  of  the  receivers  to  the  letters  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  contained  in  house 
document  No.  297,  these  fifteen  cases  are  reported 
specially  as  examples  merely  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  president  of  the  United  States  and  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  have  executed  the  laws 
in  respect  to  the  public  money,  and  other  property 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  hands  of  this  class  of 
public  officers,  and  in  respect  to  their  own  official 
duty. 


The  law  provides  for  the  appointment  by  the  ex- 
ecutive, with  the  concurrence  of  the  senate,  of  a 
receiver  of  public  moneys  at  each  of  the  places, 
respectively,  where  the  public  and  private  sales  of 
the  lands  are  to  be  made,  who  shall  give  bond,  with 
approved  security,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his 
trust;  who  shall  transmit  within  thirty  days  in  case 
of  public  sale,  and  quarterly  in  case  of  private  sale, 
an  account  of  all  the  public  moneys  by  him  re- 
ceived to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  to  the 
register  of  ike  land  office,  as  the  case  may  be.  He 
is  allowed  a salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num, and  a commission  of  one  per  centum  on  the 
moneys  received;  but  his  salary  for  one  year  shall 
not  exceed  $3,000.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury 
may  allow  to  the  several  receivers  of  the  public  mo- 
neys at  the  several  land  offices  a reasonable  com- 
pensation for  transporting  to,  and  depositing  such 
moneys  in  any  bank  or  any  other  place  of  deposite 
that  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  designated  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  for  that  purpose.  He  is 
also  authorised  to  prescribe  such  further  regulations, 
in  the  manner  of  keeping  hooks  and  accounts  by 
the  several  officers  in  the  land  offices,  as  to  him  may 
appear  necessary  and  proper.  It  is  made  his  duty, 
at  least  once  in  every  year,  to  cause  the  books  of 
the  officers  of  the  land  offices  to  be  examined,  and 


the  balance  of  public  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the 
several  receivers  to  be  ascertained. 

The  foregoing  synopsis  of  the  law  relative  to  land 
receivers,  arid  the  correspondence  with  a portion  of 
those  who  tiave  proved  defaulters  and  faithless  to 
their  trusts,  are  submitted  without  further  comment 
than  that  the  facts  and  circumstances  here  exhibited 
show  such  a dereliction  of  duty,  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  department,  as  calls  loudly  for  searching 
examination  into  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
and  for  a thorough  reform. 

The  practice  which  the  foregoing  correspondence 
exhibits,  of  retaining  men  in  office  after  gross  and 
repeated  violations  of  law,  in  keeping  and  using 
the  public  moneys  i'or  private  speculation,  and  the 
character  of  the  correspondence  itself,  but  too  clear- 
ly point  to  the  inference  that  such  officers  were  re- 
tained in  place  because  they  possessed  extensive 
political  influence,  and  were  useful  and  active  par- 
tisans. 

Whether  such  mal-administration  constitutes  of- 
ficial corruption  in  those  superior  officers  of  the 
executive  departments  who  knew  of  and  permitted 
in  their  subordinates  the  conduct  which  has  been 
referred  to,  is  a question  which  the  committee  sub- 
mit to  the  house  and  the  country  to  decide. 


1.— Statement  exhibiting  the  balances  due  by  receivers  of  public  moneys  arising  from  the  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands,  who  were  out  of  office  the  12th  October,  1S37,  as  extracted’  from  the  report  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  (document  111),  dated  15th  Jan.  1838,  and  as  corrected,  as  regards  the  true  amount 
due,  by  the  report  of  the  same  officer  dated  26th  January,  1839,  (document  122’  H.  R.) 


Receivers. 

mg  1a  bb  Msaae  aBssasgaa be gang 

Land  district. 

Amount  due. 

When  due. 

Penalty  1 
of  official  j 
bond.  ] 

1 

Peter  Wilson  .... 

Steubanviile 

$9,348  87 

23  Jan.  1821 

$15,000 

2 

Samuel  Stokely 

Do. 

146  87 

7 Feb.  1837 

15,000 

O 

rJ 

Samuel  Finley  .... 

Chillicothe 

24,779  34 

13  Nov.  1818 

10,000 

4 

Bernard  Van  Horne  . 

Zanesville 

35  5(] 

24  Aug.  1836 

20,000 

5 

Nathaniel  Ewing  .... 

Vincennes  . 

5,967  32 

9 Oct.  1819 

10.000 

6 

J.  C.  S.  Harrison 

Do.  . 

9,253  08 

2 June,  1829 

40,000 

7 

Charles  Rl.  Taylor 

Jeffersonville 

1,627  97 

14  June,  1824 

30,000 

8 

A.  P.  Hay  .... 

Do.  . 

5,046  72 

IS  April,  1829 

30,000 

9 

Israel  T.  Canby  .... 

Crawfordsville 

39,013  31 

31  Dec.  1834 

30,000 

10 

Lazarus  Noble  . . . 

Indianapolis  . 

4 93 

4 April,  1836 

10  cco 

11 

Abner  McCarty  .... 

Do. 

1.33S  92 

18,  July,  1836 

60,000 

12 

Benjamin  Stephenson 

Edwardsville  . 

6,-160  41 

10  Oct.  1822 

15,000 

13 

Samuel  D.  Lockwood  . 

Do. 

572  36 

21  April,  1826 

15,000 

15 

B.  F.  Edwards  .... 

Do.  . . . 

3,315  76 

20  May,  1837 

15,000 

16 

Win.  Lee  D.  Ewing 

Vandalia 

16,754  29 

9 April,  1830 

20,000 

IS 

George  F.  Strother  . 

St.  Louis 

27,051  64 

24  Dec.  1824 

40,000 

19 

Samuel  Hammond  . . . 

Do. 

21,574  44 

13  Jan.  1820 

20 

Bernard  Pratte  .... 

Do.  . 

168  86 

28  Jan.  1836 

30,000 

21 

Tunstall  Quarles  .... 

Jackson 

1.060  95 

30  June,  1824 

10,000 

22 

John  Hays  .... 

Do.  . 

1,380  16 

31  Dec.  1834 

20,000 

23 

William  D.  McRay 

Lexington  . 

9,877  23 

3.0  Nov.  1825 

24 

Willis  M.  Green 

Palmyra  . 

2,312  12 

31  Dec.  1835 

30,000 

25 

Benjamin  S.  Chambers 

Little  Rock 

2,146  27 

4 Aug.  1836 

10,000 

26 

William  Garrard 

Opelousas 

27,230  57 

18  April,  1821 

10,000 

27 

Luke  Lecassier  .... 

Do. 

6,893  95 

7 May,  1823 

10,000 

28 

David  L.  Todd  .... 

Do. 

1,121  98 

11  April,  1832 

10,000 

29 

Benjamin  R.  Rogers 

Do. 

6,624  83 

25  May,  1837 

20,000 

30  Nathaniel  Cox  .... 

New  Orleans  . 

4,163  56 

31  March,  1829 

15,000 

31  James  J.  McLanahan 

Do. 

593  99 

10  Sept.  1830 

10.000 

32!Maurice  Cannon 

Do.  . 

1,259  28 

30  June,  1836 

20,000 

33 

Alexander  G.  Penn 

St.  Plelena  . 

165  84 

7 July,  1835 

15,000 

34 

A.  W.  McDaniel 

Washington,  Miss. 

6,000  00 

6 Oct.  1830 

20,000 

35 

James  Duncan  .... 

Do. 

55  72 

30  June,  1830 

20,000 

36 

Thomas  Lewis 

Do  . . . 

347  26 

31  Dec.  1S34 

20,000 

37 

William  Barnett  .... 

Augusta 

107  85 

9 Sept.  1820 

10,000 

33 

George  B.  Dameron 

Do.  . 

285  27 

31  Dec.  1834 

15,000 

39 

Hanson  Alsbury  .... 

Do. 

131  30 

31  Dec.  1834 

15,000 

40 

Samuel  Smith 

St.  Stephen’s  . 

33,590  92 

25  May,  1817 

10,000 

41 

George  Conway  .... 

Do. 

5,613  00 

16  Sept.  1827 

40,000 

42 

John  H.  Owen 

Do.  . 

30,611  97 

1 Nov.  1836 

40,000. 

43 

James  C.  Dickson 

Choctaw 

548  61 

30  Sept.  1836 

30,000 

44 

George  B.  Crutcher  . 

Do.  . 

6,061  40 

31  March,  1832 

30,000 

45 

George  B.  Dameron 

Do. 

38,714  81 

1 April,  1334 

30,000 

Do.  .... 

Choctaw  school  fund 

3-14  83 

1 April,  1834 

46 

Samuel  W.  Dickson 

Choctaw 

11,231  90 

16  Sept.  1837 

60,000 

47 

Do 

Choctaw  school  fund 

898  53 

16  Sept.  1837 

48 

Wiley  P.  Harris  .... 

Columbus 

109,178  08 

16  Nov.  1836 

30,000 

49 

John  Braban  .... 

Huntsville  . 

18,712  49 

22  May,  1820 

50 

Leray  Pope,  trustee  of  John  Brahan 

Do.  . 

38,133  22 

20  July,  1S31 

51 

1 ohn  Taylor  . . . 

Cahaba 

11,115  20 

12  July,  1821 

40,060 

52 

William  Taylor  .... 

Do.  . 

23,116  18 

30  June,  1836 

40.000 

53 

H.  G.  Perry  .... 

Do. 

6,074  81 

16  Feb.  1827 

40,000 

54 

Uriah  G.  Mitchell 

Do.  . 

54,626  55 

28  Feb.  1837 

40,000 

55 

John  Herbert  .... 

Sparta 

2,444  24 

30  Sept.  1727 

40,000 

56 

A.  T.  Perry  .... 

Do.  . 

28,155  57 

28  May,  1828 

26,000 

57 

R.  K.  Call  .... 

Tallahassee 

9,385  30 

31  Dec.  1836 

40,000 

60 

James  W.  Stephenson  . 

Galena,  Illinois 

43,294  04 

5 May,  1837 

30,000 

61 

Littleberry  Hawkins 

Helena 

100,000  00 

9 Nov.  1835 

20,000 

62 

S.  W.  Beall 

Green  Bay 

10,620  19 

30  June,  1S37 

20.000 

63 

Joseph  Friend  .... 

Washita,  Louisiana 

2,551  91 

15  May,  1835 

15,000 

64 

William  H.  Allen 

St.  Augustine 

1,997  50 

27  Oct.  1836 

20,000 

65 

Gordon  D.  Boyd 

Columbus 

50,937  29, 

31  Aug.  1837 

200,000 

66 

R.  H.  Sterling  .... 

Chocchutna 

10,733  70 

28  Feb.  1837 

30,000 
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Paris  Childress,  late  receiver  at  Greensburg,  Loui- 
siana.— Suit  ordered  March  29,  1838,  for  $12,149 
76.  The  circuit  court  at  New  Orleans  for  May 
terra,  1838,  adjourned  sine  die,  and  without  trans- 
acting business;  the  suit,  therefore,  is  still  pending. 

John  H.  Owen,  late  receiver  at  St.  Stephen’3, 
Alabama. — Suit  ordered  January  15,  1838,  for 
$30,611  99;  suit  is  still  pending,  the  district  attor- 
ney having  called  for  separate  statements  showing 
the  amount  of  the  default  due  under  each  of  the 
four  different  bonds  given  by  Mr.  Owen,  which 
have  not  yet  been  received  from  the  comptroller. 

William  Linn,  late  receiver  at  Vandalia,  Illinois. 
Suit  ordered  March  19,  1S38,  for  $80,551  76;  ba- 
lance reduced  in  June,  1838,  to  $55,962  06.  Suit 
continued  at  December  term,  1S38,  on  an  order  of 
court  requiring  production  of  the  original  bond  in 
this  case;  and,  also,  for  a statement  of  Mr.  Linn’s 
account  in  detail. 

Samuel  T.  Scott,  late  receiver  at  Jackson,  Miss. 
Suit  ordered  March  22,  1838,  for  $ 11,295  51;  judg- 
ment at  May  term,  1838,  against  principal  and  su- 
reties for  $11,595  84.  In  the  district  attorney’s 
report,  he  states  that  Mr.  Scott  made  no  defence, 
although  he  had  some  small  assets.  The  marshal, 
by  letter  dated  November  30,  1S38,  advised  (hat 
Mr.  Scott  made  a payment  to  him  of  upwards  of 
$1,700,  of  which  he  made  a deposite  of  $1,344  43 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
and  retained  the  balance  to  pay  costs.  He  further 
advised  that,  as  the  banks  of  Mississippi  would  re- 
sume specie  payments  in  a short  time,  he  presumed 
Mr.  Scott  would  pay  the  whole  amount  by  the  next 
terra  o(  the  United  States  court. 

James  T.  Pollock,  late  receiver  at  Crawfords- 
vjlle,  Indiana. — Distress  warrant  issued  in  this  case 
Apr;!  23,  1833,  for  $40,498  87.  Sundry  payments 
haw  been  made  by  Mr.  Pollock,  which  have  reduc- 


ed the  United  States  claim  against  him  to  the  sum 
of  $14,891  98,  per  treasury  report  No.  3,913.  An 
authenticated  transcript  of  the  last  settlement  trans- 
mitted to  the  marshal  oflndiana  November  27,  183S, 
that  he  might  proceed  for  the  balance  still  due;  but 
bis  report  since  then  has  not  been  received. 

John  L. Daniel,  late  receiver  at  Opelousas,  Loui- 
siana.— Suit  ordered  August  3, 1S38,  for  $7,280  G3. 
District  attorney’s  report  of  proceedings  thereon  nol 
yet  received. 

Morgan  Neville,  late  receiver  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Suit  ordered  December  21,  1838,  for  $13,781  19, 
but  no  report  thereon  yet  received  from  the  district 
attorney. 

M.  J.  Allen,  late  receiver  at  Tallahassee,  Florida. 
Suit  ordered  January  5,  1839,  for  $26,691  57;  ba- 
lance reduced  January  16,  1839,  to  $25,068  72,  but 
no  report  thereon  yet  received  from  the  district  at- 
torney. 

Office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  Jan.  26, 1839. 

CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  THE  SECRETARY  OF 

THE  TREASURY  AND  CERTAIN  RECEIVERS  OF 

PUBLIC  MONEY. 

2. — Correspondence  with  R.  H.  Sterling,  receiver  at 
Chocchuma . 

Receiver’s  office,  Chocchuma  (Miss.) 

November  26,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  dated  on  the  8th  ultimo,  authorising 
me  to  receive,  in  payment  for  public  lands,  the  bills 
of  the  specie  paying  banks  of  Louisiana,  Mississip- 
pi, Tennessee  and  Alabama. 

The  public  sales  were  well  attended,  and  the 
press  of  private  entries  after  the  sales  closed  was 
immense.  At  this  time  I cannot  say  to  you  the 
amount  of  the  sales,  but  I think  they  are  not  much 
short  of  $300,000. 

The  labors  of  the  office,  from  the  moment  the 
sales  commenced,  have  been  very  severe — so  much 
so,  that  the  register  and  myself  have  scarcely  slept 
for  many  nights  in  succession;  and,  under  these 
considerations,  I trust  that  you  will  allow  us  clerk 
hire  for  at  least  a clerk  apiece  during  the  sales,  and 
after  that  period  for  one  clerk,  which  would  enable 
us  to  get  along. 

I will  leave  here  in  a short  time  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a deposite  at  Natchez,  and  return  here 
before  the  1st  of  January,  so  as  to  make  out  my 
quarterly  account  up  to  that  time  I am,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  STERLING,  receiver. 
Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  sec.  of  the  treasury,  Washington. 

Treasury  department,  Jan.  16,  1834. 

Sir:  1 have  received  j'our  letter  of  the  26th  No- 
vember last,  and  have  looked  with  some  anxiety  for 
further  advice  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  money  in 
your  possession,  arising  from  the  recent  public  sales 
in  your  district.  Returns  from  the  bank  of  depo- 
site to  the  24th  ultimo  contain  nd  evidence  of  any 
credit  to  the  treasurer  by  you;  and  as,  from  your 
letter,  there  was  reason  to  expect' the  public'money 
would  not  be  retained  beyond  that  period,  I am  the 
more  concerned  at  the  omission.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  becomes  my  duty  to  require  that 
you  will  proceed  to  deposite  the  whole-amount  of 
public  money  in  your  hands  forthwith,  in  case  it 
has  not  been  already  deposited.  1 will  only  fur- 
ther add,  that  the  obligations  to  deposite  the  public 
money  promptly,  and  to  render  your  returns  and 
accounts  punctually,  are  imperative,  and  must,  in 
future,  be  regarded  as  paramount  to  ail  other  duties. 
I am,  &c.  R.  B.  TANEY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

R.  H.  Sterling,  Chocchuma,  receiver  of  the  public  money. 

Treasury  department,  Feb.  7,  1834. 

Sir:  It  has  been  represented  to  this  department 
that  some  of  the  receivers  of  public  money  in  Mis- 
sissippi have  been  engaged  in  trading  on  the  bank 
notes  they  receive  in  payment  of  public  lands,  by 
exchanging  them  for  bank  notes  of  inferior  value. 
I hope  that  there  may  be  some  mistake  in  this  bu- 
siness, as  it  is  my  duty  to  state  to  you  that  such 
conduct  would  be  regarded  by  this  department  as  a 
gross  violation  of  official  duty,  and  be  treated  ac- 
cordingly. But,  as  such  a statement  has  been  made 
from  the  most  respectable  authority,  I must  ask 
whether  you  have  engaged  in  any  such  use  of  the 
public  money  received  by  you,  and  request  a prompt 
answer  to  this  inquiry.  I am,  &c. 

R.  B.  TANEY,  see.  of  the  treasury. 
To  the  receivers  of  public,  money  at  Augusta , Mount  Sa- 

lus,  Washington,  Chocchuma  and  Columbus. 

Receiver’s  office,  N.  W.  district, 

Chocchuma,  (Miss.)  April  16,  1834. 

Sir:  I have  not,  until  this  day,  received  your  let- 
ter of  the  7:h  February  ultimo,  in  reference  to  re 
ceivers  of  the  several  land  offices  in  this  state  trad 
ing  in  bank  notes;  and  I embrace  the  earliest  op- 


portunity of  communicating  to  you  an  answer  to 
your  inquiry,  as  lar  as  concerns  myself. 

I occasionally,  to  accommodate  persons  who  call 
upon  me  for  that  purpose,  have  given  them  in  ex- 
change bank  paper  for  notes  of  other  banks,  but  I 
have  not,  except  in  one  solitaiy  instance,  given,  or 
received  in  exchange,  bank  paper  of  any  descrip- 
tion, but  such  as  I have  received  instructions  from 
the  treasury  department  to  receive  for  public  lands. 

I proceed  now  to  state  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  case  referred  to  above.  During  the  land 
sales,  the  honorable  John  Bell,  at  this  time  a repre- 
sentative in  congress  from  Tennessee,  inquired  of 
me  if  1 felt  authorised  to  receive,  in  payment  of 
lands,  the  paper  of  Yeatman,  Woods  & Co.  and  that 
of  the  Union  bank  of  Tennessee.  I inhumed  him 
I did  not  feel  so  authorised;  but  as  I felt  perfectly 
satisfied  of  the  soundness  of  the  hanking  house  of 
Yeatman,  Woods  & Co.  and  the  Union  bank  also, 
as  well  as  a disposition  to  oblige  him,  I would  take 
time  to  reflect  upon  the  subject,  and  advise  with 
rny  friends  touching  the  matter.  The  result  of  my 
consultations  with  the  mutual  friends  of  Mr.  Bell 
arid  mj'self,  induced  me  to  receive  the  paper  oflered 
by  that  gentleman  at  a small  discount,  with  an  as- 
surance from  him  that  he  held  himself  responsible 
to  me  for  any  loss  that  might  accrue  on  the  paper 
received  from  him,  should  the  bank  of  deposite  re- 
fuse to  receive  the  same  on  account  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Subsequently,  I ofFered  that  paper  to  the  Plan- 
ters’ bank,  which  was  readily  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  Slates  at  par. 

I beg  leave  further  to  state,  that,  up  to  this  date, 
all  the  money  I have  offered  to  the  Planter’  bank  for 
deposite  has  been  received  and  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States.  1 should  be 
pleased  if  a communication  be  addressed  to  the 
cashier  of  the  Planters’  bank' by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  upon  the  subject,  as  I feel  confident  an  im- 
mediate and  satisfactory  answer  would  be  given  to 
any  inquiries  made  of  him. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  state  to  you,  that,  out  of 
about  $350,000  deposited,  I have  not  received  one 
dollar  of  counterfeit  money — a heavy  responsibili- 
ty, that  I very  much  apprehended  might  ruin  me, 
as  there  was  considerable  spurious  money  offered 
during  the  public  sales,  particularly  on  the  United 
States  bank  and  its  branches;  and  that,  too,  at  a time 
when  I was  very  much  hurried  in  the  discharge  of 
my  official  duties. 

In  my  instructions  from  the  treasury  department, 
I find  nothing  disapproving  my  conduct  as  above 
stated;  however,  should  it  not  meet  the  views  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  I hope  to  receive 
timely  notice  of  it.  Respectfully,  I am,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  STERLING,  receiver. 

Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  sec.  treasury,  Washington  city. 

P.  S.  For  your  satisfaction,  f beg  leave  to  refer 
you  fo  the  honorable  Messrs.  John  Bell  and  David 
W.  Dickinson,  members  of  (he  house  of  represen- 
tatives, who  will,  doubtless,  corroborate  the  fore- 
going statement  should  you  judge  it  necessary  to 
call  on  them. 

Treasury  department,  March  25,  18341. 

Sir:  The  department  having  received  no  month- 
ly returns,  exhibiting  the  transactions-  of  your  of- 
fice from  its  establishment,  it  is  proper  to  call  your 
immediate  attention  to  this  duty,  arid  to  say  to  you 
that  a strict  compliance  with  tins  duty  will  be  in- 
sisted on;  and  that,  to  eDforee  its  due  performance, 
the  department  will  not  hesitate  to  repor  t the  omis- 
sion, for  the  action  of  the  executive.  I am,  &c. 

R.  B TANEY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

R.  H.  Sterling,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Chocchuma. 

Receiver’s  office,  N.  W.  district, 
Chocchuma,  May  10,  1834. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  you  my  monthly  account, 
showing  a balance  of  ten  thousand  and  fourteen  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  ($10,014  50.) 

Some  time  since,  I transmitted  ro  you  this  ac- 
count, which  showed  the  balance  to  be  $10,014  39, 
which  is  short  by  eleven  cents  of  the  actual  balance. 
The  account  here  enclosed  you  will  please  receive, 
and  return  the  other  one  to  me.  1 am,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant. 

R.  H.  STERLING,  receiver. 

Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  sec.  treasury,  Washington  city. 

Treasury  department.  May  19,  1834. 

Sir:  Lest  the  letter  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a 
duplicate  may  have  miscarried,  I have  thought 
it  proper  to  transmit  a copy,  and  again  to  call  your 
attention  to  its  requirements.  I am,  &e. 

R B.  TANEY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Receivers  of  public  money. 

Augusta,  Mount  Solus,  Columbus,  Chocchuma. 
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Receiver’s  office,  N.  TV.  district, 

Chocchuma,  ( Mississippi ),  June  18,  1834. 
Sir:  I have  this  day  received  yours  of  the  19th 
ultimo,  covering  a copy  of  your  letter  to  me  of  25th 
March;  in  answer  to  which,  I have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that  some  time  previous  to  the  receipt  of 
tile  letter,  (received  April  30th),  1 had  transmitted 
all  my  monthly  accounts  up  to  that  time  to  the  trea- 
sury department,  and  also  duplicates  of  'he  same 
to  tile  general  land  office;  and  in  the  event  of  their 
having  been  lost,  I now  enclose  copies  of  them  to 
you.  1 am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, R.  H.  STERLING,  receiver. 

Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  sec.  treasury,  Washington  city. 

P.  S.  The  vouchers  and  accounts  explanatory 
of  the  charges  in  the  accounts,  have  been  forward- 
ed to  the  general  land  office  with  my  quarterly  ac- 
coun  ts. 

Treasury  department,  January  21,  1835. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  of  February  last, 
transmitting  an  account  for  certain  advances  and 
services,  was  duly  received,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office;  a like  disposi- 
tion has  been  made  of  tile  copies  of  that  letter  and 
accounts  received  through  the  hands  ol  the  honora- 
ble F.  E.  Plummer.  I would  observe,  in  reference 
to  the  subject,  that  all  such  claims  should  be 
charged  in  the  quarterly  accounts  rendered  by  you 
to  the  accounting  officer  for  settlement,  to  whom  it 
properly  belongs  to  admit  or  reject  them,  as  the  law 
or  usage  of  the  department  may  authorise.  I am, 
&c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

R.  H.  Sterling,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Chocchuma,  Miss. 

CIRCULAR. 

Treasury  department,  February  28,  1835. 
Sir:  It  has  been  intimateu  to  the  department  that 
a practice  prevails  at  some  of  the  land  offices,  of 
permitting  entries  and  issuing  certificates  of  pur- 
chase, without  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money 
at  the  time  of  the  entry.  Such  a practice  being 
unauthorised,  and  highly  reprehensible,  I have 
deemed  it  proper  to  make  known  to  you,  that  if  it 
has  been  tolerated  by  you,  it  must  immediately 
cease;  and  any  repetition  of  it  hereafter,  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  department,  will  receive 
prompt  and  exemplary  notice. 

I cannot  omit  the  occasion  to  impress  upon  you 
the  necessity  of  a strict  attention  to,  and  punctual 
compliance  with,  the  duties  required  of  you  in  re- 
gard to  the  prompt  deposite  ot  the  public  moneys, 
and  transmission  of  your  accounts  and  returns;  and 
to  say  to  you  that  the  performance  of  those  duties 
must  be  regarded  as  paramount  to  all  other  in  your 
official  station.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURV,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  of  public  money  at  Cahaba,  Huntsville, 
Montgomery,  St.  Stephen’s,  Augusta,  Chocchuma, 
New  Orleans,  Ouachita,  Demopolis,  Mardisvitle,  Spar- 
ta, Tuscaloosa,  Columbus,  Washington,  Opelousas, 
and  St.  Helena. 

Treasury  department,  March  17,  1835. 
Sir:  Having  received  no  monthly  duplicate  re- 
turn of  the  transactions  of  your  office  since  that  for 
the  month  of  October  last,’  it  becomes  my  unplea- 
sant duty  to  call  your  immediate  attention  to  the 
omission.  Allow  me  to  express  a hope  that  there 
may  be  no  further  occasion  to  remind  you  of  the 
importance  of  punctuality  in  the  transmission  of 
these  returns.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

To  the  receivers  of  public  money:  IV.  P.  Harris,  Colum- 
bus, Mississippi;  R.  H.  Sterling,  Cliocchumu,  Missis- 
sippi; B.  R.  Rodgers,  Opelousas.  Louisiana;  

. Demopolis,  Alabama. 

[ November  for  October  to  the  two  last  named.] 

P.  S.  To  the  receiver  at  Opelousas:  Having  re- 
ceived no  evidence  of  your  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  my  letter  of  the  1st  November  last, 
I take  occasion  to  apprise  you  that,  unless  you  ex- 
hibit satisfactory  evidence  of  your  having  deposited 
the  whole  of  the  public  money  in  your  hands  at  the 
time  of  such  deposite,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  April 
next,  I shall  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity,  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duty,  to  report  your  neglect  for 
the  action  of  the  executive. 

Receiver’s  office,  N.  TV.  district, 
Chocchuma,  (Miss.)  April  22,  1835. 
Sir:  On  this  day  I returned  from  Natchez,  where 
I had  been  for  the  purpose  of  making  a deposite, 
and  found  in  my  office  your  letter  of  the  17th  ulti- 
mo, notifying  me  that  none  of  my  monthly  accounts 
had  been  received  since  that  of  November  last.  It 
is  true  that  some  time  had  elapsed  after  the  ac- 
counts for  December  and  January  were  due,  before 
they  were  despatched,  because  I left  here  in  the 
latter  part  of  December  for  Natchez,  to  make  a de- 


posite; I did  not  get  back  until  late  in  January,  and 
then  it  took  me  some  time  to  prepare  them  for  trans- 
mission, and  I hope  they  have  all  safely  arrived  ere 
this;  but,  if  they  have  not,  I am  piepared  to  prove 
that  they  were  sent  in  due  form,  and  can  furnish  co- 
pies of  them  at  a moment’s  warning. 

There  is  no  receiver  in  this  state  that  has  the 
difficulties  which  I have  to  encounter,  in  perform- 
ing the  duty  of  making  deposites.  At  Columbus, 
there  is  a branch  of  the  Planters’  bank,  in  which 
Ihe  receiver  makes  his  deposites;  I have  to  travel 
a distance  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  partly 
through  a newly  settled  country,  where  the  accom- 
modations are  wretched,  and  worse  roads  than  you 
have  any  idea  of:  there  are  but  few  creeks  bridged, 
and  frequently  swimming,  particularly  at  this  sea- 
son of  the  year.  Since  my  appointment  to  this 
office,  1 have  done  but  little  else  than  to  use  my  best 
exertions  to  discharge  the  duties  required  of  me, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so.  I ain,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

II.  H.  STERLING,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  treasury,  Washington  city. 
P.  S.  There  have  fiequently,  during  the  past 
winter  and  spring,  several  weeks  at  a time  passed 
off  without  the  arrival  or  departure  of  a mail  from 
this  place;  and,  under  such  circumstances,  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  my  accounts,  admitting  that 
they  were  mailed  the  moment  they  were  due,  could 
arrive  in  season.  At  this  time,  the  tributaries  of 
the  Yazoo  are  very  high;  consequently  we  have  had 
no  mail  from  the  north  for  near  two  weeks.  My  re- 
turn and  account  current  for  the  month  of  March 
are  now  waiting  for  the  departure  of  the  first  north- 
ern mail.  It  is  with  this  country  as  with  all  new 
settled  regions — the  people  must  first  build  their 
houses  and  clear  their  lands,  and  then  open  the 
roads;  I think  that  twelve  months  to  come  will  put 
the  roads  in  a situation  so  as  to  ensure  the  regular 
transportation  of  the  mail.  Very  respectfully, 

R.  H.  S. 

Note.  Duplicates  of  my  monthly  accounts 
were  transmitted  to  the  general  land  office  at  the 
same  time  that  the  originals  were  despatched  to  the 
treasury  department;  and  I have  received  no  advice 
of  their  not  having  reached  there. 

Treasury  department,  February  4,  1836. 
Str:  Your  returns  for  the  months  of  October, 
November  and  December,  have  not  been  received. 

I regret  that  there  should  be  any  occasion  to  notice 
the  neglect  or  accident,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  this 
important  duty;  and  avail  myself  of  the  occasion 
to  inform  you,  that  unless  your  future  returns  are 
received  at  the  department  within  the  month  next 
succeeding  that  for  which  the  return  is  rendered,  it 
will  place  ine  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
reporting  the  fact  to  the  executive,  in  order  to  com- 
ply with  the  general  rule  in  this  class  of  cases.  I 
am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  at  Palmyra,  Missouri,  October,  November 
and  December;  Edwardsville,  Illinois,  November  and 
December;  Quincy,  Illinois,  November  and  December; 
Shawneetown,  Illinois,  October,  November  and  Decem- 
ber; Cahaba,  Alabama,  November  and  December;  St. 
Stephen’s,  Alabama,  November  and  December;  Colum- 
bus, Mississippi,  November  and  December;  Mount 
Salus,  Mississippi,  November  and  December;  Helena, 
Arkansas,  December;  Washington,  Arhansas,  De- 
cember; Zanesville,  Ohio,  December;  Vincennes,  In- 
diana, December;  Chicago , Illinois,  December;  Galena, 
Illinois,  December;  Vandalia,  Illinois,  December;  Tus- 
caloosa, Alabama,  December;  Augusta,  Mississippi, 
December;  Chocchuma,  Mississippi,  December;  New 
Orleans,  Ouachita  and  St.  Helena,  Louisiana,  Decem- 
ber; Green  Bay,  Michigan,  December;  Batesville,  Ar- 
kansas, Deceniber. 

Receiver’s  office,  N.  TV.  district, 
Chocchuma,  ( Miss.)  March  7, 1836. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  under  date  of  the  4th  ultimo,  on  the 
subject  of  my  “returns”  for  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber last.  In  answer  to  which,  I assure  you  that  my 
returns  for  that  month;  my  monthly  account  for 
the  same;  my  account  current  for  the  fourth  quarter 
of  1835;  my  returns  and  monthly  account  for  Janu- 
ary last,  were  all  sent  off;  but,  I admit,  not  so  soon 
as  I w'ished,  owing  to  my  absence  in  making  de- 
posites, which  occupied  about  fifteen  days  of  my 
time,  viz:  from  the  23d  of  December  to  the  7th  of 
January.  I think  it  very  probable  that  my  returns 
are  frequently  delayed  on  the  route  between  here 
and  Washington;  and,  if  so,  it  would  be  injustice 
to  hold  me  accountable;  and  in  future  I intend  to 
take  the  postmaster’s  certificate  of  the  lime  that 
my  returns,  &.c.  are  deposited  in  the  post  office.  I 
am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  STERLING,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  treasury , Washington  city. 


Treasury  department,  July  6,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  to  request  your  explanation  of  the 
complaint  made  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  department  by  John  Caperton,  in 
which  he  alleges  that  you  refused  to  receive,  in 
payment  of  public  lands,  a $20  note  on  the  bank  of 
Virginia,  unless  he  first  paid  you  $2  discount  on 
the  same.  lain,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY. 

See.  of  ihe  treasury. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Chocchuma,  Miss. 

Receiver’s  office,  N.  TV.  district, 
Chocchuma,  (Miss.)  July  30,  1836. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  on  Ihe  subject 
of  John  Caperton’s  complaint,  has  been  received. 
He  applied  on  Ihe  13th  of  June  last  to  enter  an 
eighty  acre  tract  of  land,  and  offered,  in  part  pay- 
ment for  it,  a twenty  dollar  note  on  the  bank  of 
Virginia,  which  is  not  receivable,  as  will  appear  by 
a copy  of  a letter  herewith  enclosed  from  the  cashier 
of  the  deposite  bank  for  this  state. 

I informed  Mi.  Caperton  that  such  money  was 
not  receivable  for  (he  public  land,  and  not  current 
in  the  country.  He  insisted  on  my  taking  it.  I 
told  him  that  I could  not  do  so  at  par,  inasmuch  as 
I could  not  offer  it  at  the  deposile  bank  in  the  face 
of  instructions;  hut  advised  him  to  go  out  amongst 
the  merchants  and  other  persons  in  the  place,  and 
get  it  changed  on  the  best  terms  he  could.  He  did 
so,  but  could  not  succeed,  and  returned  to  my  office, 
saying  that  it  would  subject  him  to  much  inconve- 
nience if  1 did  not  take  it.  I then  told  him  that  I 
would  not  take  a small  note  on  my  own  account  on 
a distant  bank,  for  less  lhan  10  per  cent,  discount; 
he  readily  agreed  to  allow  it,  and  expressed  his 
thanks  for  the  favor,  which  I thought  was  the  last 
of  the  subject;  and  I consider  it  very  mean  and 
niggardly  in  him,  after  the  favor  which  I extended, 
to  present  me  at  the  treasury  department  as  a petty 
shaver.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  R.  H.  STERLING,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  oj  the  treasury. 

[R.  H.  Sterling  stands  indebted  to  the  govern- 
ment in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-three  dollars  and  seventy  cents,  ($10,733  70). 
See  preceeding  statement  of  balances.] 

3. — Correspondence  with  J.  T.  Pollock,  receiver  at 
Crawfordsville. 

Land  office,  Crawfordsville,  (Indiana), 

December  21,  1833. 

Sir:  The  circular  of  your  predecessor  (Mr. 
McLane)  of  the  12th  April  last,  has  been  received 
some  time  since.  I have  to  state  that,  agreeably  to 
the  instructions  contained  in  it,  there  is  but  a small 
share  of  duty  resting  upon  me,  not  having  been  an 
officer  of  the  government  until  a short  time  before 
the  conflagration  occurred;  but  all  the  letters  and 
communications  of  my  predecessors,  addressed  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  well  as  those  written 
by  him,  being  in  my  possession,  I have  deemed  it 
necessary,  in  order  that  his  request  may  be  fulfilled, 
to  copy  them,  as  well  as  those  written  by  myself 
and  tiiose  addressed  to  me  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  I have  procured  an  additional  clerk  for 
that  purpose.  The  work  is  in  operation,  and  will 
be  completed  in  a short  time. 

To  comply  with  the  last  clause  of  his  instruc- 
tions, I have  herewith  enclosed  the  date  and  object 
of  some  circulars  written  by  the  secretary  of  ihe 
treasury,  that  the  wishes  of  the  department  on  these 
subjects  may  be  ascertained.  Very  respectfully, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  T.  POLLOCK,  receiver. 

Hon.  II.  B.  Tany,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  deparlment,  March  14,  1837. 

Sir:  Complaint  has  been  made  to  the  department 
that  your  family  do  not  reside  at  the  place  where 
your  office  is  located.  It  will  be  necessary  that 
you  should  reside  at  the  place  where  the  land  office 
is  kept,  in  order  to  give  due  attention  to  its  busi- 
ness, and  ensure  public  satisfaction.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

James  T.  Pollock,  esq.  receiver  of  public  money, 

Crawfordsdlle,  Indiana. 

Land  office,  Crawfordsville,  April  13,  1837. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  the 
14th  of  March,  I have  to  say,  that  for  more  than 
two  years  while  my  family  resided  at  this  place, 
the  physician  wa3  our  daily  and  nightly  visiter; 
that  my  oldest  daughter,  fifteen  years  of  age,  died; 
that  our  infant  died  for  us  likewise;  that  our  only 
surviving  daughter  had  four  several  and  severe 
atlacks  of  fever;  that  my  wife  was,  during  the 
above  named  period,  so  sorely  diseased  and  afflicted 
that  1 was  advised  by  medical  men  here  to  take  her 
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where  her  health  could  be  restored;  that  all  our 
other  children,  being  three  in  number,  were  torn  to 
piec  s by  levers  and  agues;  that  l never  intended 
otherwise  than  to  return  my  family  to  this  place  as 
soon  as  my  wife’s  health  and  the  state  of  the  roads 
will  allow  me  to  do  so;  that  I reside  here  myself, 
as  I am  not  absent  only  when  1 have  leave,  or  mak- 
ing my  deposile;  and  tiiat  I am  now,  and  always 
have  been,  disposed  to  give  particular  attention  to 
business  entrusted  to  me.  The  complainant,  ol 
whom  you  speak,  knows  these  facts,  or  he  knows 
nothing  at  all  of  my  business,  in  conclusion,  sir, 

1 am  conscious  I have  done  nothing  but  what  would 
have  been  done  by  any  man  who  inis  any  regard  to 
the  lives  and  comforts  of  those  heaven  hath  placed 
under  his  particular  guardianship.  Yours,  with 
respect,  JAMES  T.  POLLOCK,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department , November  11,  1S37. 
Sir.:  Your  monthly  return  for  the  month  of  Au- 
gust last  has  not  been  received;  and  you  are  re- 
quested to  transmit  a duplicate  tiler  of  without 
delay.  1 am,  &c.  LEV  I WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

[The  above  circular  was  addressed  to  the  receiv- 
ers at  Quincy,  Illinois;  Fayette,  Jackson  and  Lex- 
ington, Mississippi;  Green  Bay  and  Monroe  Michi- 
gan, July  and  August;  Mineral  Point,  Michigan; 
Craw lordsville,  Indiana,  September;  Galena,  Illi- 
nois, Septembei ; Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  September; 
Tallahassee,  Honda,  September.'] 

Treasury  department,  January  9,  1833. 
Sir:  The  complaint  of  your  non-ri  sidence  at  the 
site  of  the  land  ulfice  having  been  renewed,  it  be- 
comes my  duty  again  to  call  your  attention  to  this 
matter,  and  to  ask  such  explanations  as  you  may 
be  able  to  give  for  your  supposed  continued  viola- 
tion of  the  regulation  requiring  you  to  reside  at 
Crawfordsville.  I am,  ike. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money,  Crawfordsville,  Indiana. 

Treasury  department,  February  22,  1838. 
Sir:  It  appearing  from  your  last  return  that  the 
public  money  has  accumulated  in  your  hands  to 
the  sum  of  £54,989,  altnough  you  have  been  di- 
rected to  deposite  tire  same  on  the  Gth  November 
last,  and  on  the  26th  ultimo;  and  as  no  explanation 
of  your  neglect  has  been  received,  I have  to  require 
the  sales  to  be  suspended  until  the  money  in  your 
hands  shall  be  deposited  as  directed.  According 
to  your  last  return,  the  balance  in  your  hands  was 
£34,089.  Deducting  limn  this  sum  £15,084  for 
outstanding  warrants  drawn  upon  you  by  the  trea- 
surer, and  there  would  remain  the  sum  of  £39,005 
subject  to  deposile.  Referring  also  to  the  charge 
of  non-residence  at  the  land  office,  communicated 
in  my  letter  of  the  9th  January  last,  to  which  no 
answer  has  been  received,  I will  only  add,  that,  if 
no  satisfactory  answer  to  the  subjects  of  this  letter 
be  soon  received,  I must  lay  all  the  facts  before  the 
president  for  his  final  decision.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money,  Crawfordsville,  Indiana. 

P.  S.  I trust  that  the  deposite  of  the  balance  will 
be  made  at  Louisville,  (if  not  done  already  under 
my  previous  directions),  without  a day’s  delay. 

Treasury  department,  April  14,  1838. 
Sir:  Having  received  no  ovidence  of  your  having 
deposited  the  public  moneys  which  have  come  to 
your  hands,  and  the  balance  appearing  to  be  due 
exceeding  £39,000,  I have  thought  it  proper,  be- 
fore resorting  to  any  measure  of  harshness,  again 
to  call  your  immediate  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
to  express  a hope  that  you  will  be  enabled  to’  fur- 
nish satisfactory  evidence,  by  return  of  mail,  that 
you  have  deposited  all  the  moneys  with  which  you 
are  chargeable,  as  heretofore  directed.  I am,  very 
respectlully,  yourobedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

J.  T.  Pollock,  esq.  Crawfordsville,  Indiana. 


I suppose,  it  was  convenient  for  the  register  to  w ant 
money,  and  an  applicant  presented  himself  in  his 
office,  ten  to  one  but  there  was  some  difficulty  be- 
tween the  person  wanting  land,  and  the  plats  and 
numbers,  &c.  which  would  be  an  inducement  for 
him  to  leave  bis  money,  with  the  assurance  that 
his  duplicate  would  be  forwarded  to  him  by  mail 
in  a short  time,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  no  olhri 
person  should  have  his  land.  In  this  way  the  Lord 
only  knows  how  much  money  has  been  de- 
posited with  Mr.  Tyler;  and  it  was  none  of  my  bu- 
siness if  the  entire  wealth  of  the  world  had  been 
left  with  him,  so  as  I should  nol  have  felt  any  thing 
of  bis  ingenuity.  But  so  it  was;  the  time  would 
come  when  the  fellow  who  had  deposited  the  mo- 
ney would  get  uneasy  about  his  duplicate,  and  bear 
down  on  the  old  fellow  for  the  same;  the  next  thing 
then  was  to  come  lo  me,  to  have  the  amount 
charged  to  Tyler;  and  I have,  for  the  sake  of  peace, 
granted  him  accommodation,  (relying  greatly  on 
his  word  that  he  W’ouhl  pay  the  same  when  want- 
ed), to  a considerable  amount,  and  fully  intended 
to  keep  the  matter  within  myself;  and  should  have 
done  so,  had  not  yours  of  the  14th  been  received. 
These  are  sent  in  to  be  proven  by  how  many  evi- 
dences, shall  I say?  It  is  not  necessary  to  enume- 
rate them;  they  can  be  made  very  many,  as  1 have 
all  the  numbers  recorded  in  a memorandum  book. 
And  again,  in  my  absence,  a month  or  two  ago, 
from  Crawfordsville,  there  was  one  thousand  dol- 
lars let  go  out  of  the  office,  for  accommodation  sake, 
by  a man  in  my  charge,  that  should  not  have  gone 
had  I been  there;  this,  with  Mr.  Tyler’s  money,  I 
then  had  to  gather  from  my  own  resources,  which 
I did  gather  several  weeks  ago,  and  took  to  Louis- 
ville, with  other  moneys,  expecting  to  get  silver 
for  it,  and  have  the  whole  affair  settled;  and,  behold, 
when  I got  there,  there  was  not  a dollar  in  market, 
for  high  or  low  premium;  but  I had  assurances  that 
it  would  be  kept  for  me  on  my  return,  which  will 
be  to-morrow.  In  the  mean  while  I deposited  mo- 
neys in  the  Savings  institution,  intending  to  take 
but  one  receipt  on  the  final  amount  being  placed 
there.  If  you  doubt  my  having  moneys  in  Ibat  in- 
stitution, will  you  please  to  write  the  treasurer  as 
to  the  facts?  As  to  the  Ogden  money,  I have  re- 
quested the  bank  at  Terre  Haute  to  go  lo  Craw- 
fordsville and  Indianapolis  and  get  it,  until  i 3m 
tired  out,  and  shall  give  them  another  pressing  no- 
tice this  day  to  go  and  get  their  money.  I cannot 
force  them  to  go  and  get  their  money;  and  I have 
written  to  them  and  urged  them  to  it  until  I am 
tired  out.  In  short,  sir,  if  they  do  not  go  and  get 
their  money,  I' shall  take  it  to  the  Savings  institu- 
tion at  Louisville,  as  I am  determined  to  have  no 
more  noise  about  it.  These  are  the  reasons  why 
the  amount  I have  received  has  not  been  accounted 
for  before  this.  And,  in  conclusion,  the  remark 
you  made  “before  resorting  to  any  measure  of 
harshness,”  has  given  me  an  assurance  that  yon 
have  studied  the  maxim  that  a gentle  hand  will 
lead  an  elephant  with  a hair.  These  very  few 
thousand  dollars  that  I have  above  alluded  to,  I am 
bound  lor,  although  friend  Tyler’s  account  to  me, 
unless  lie  pays  it,  will  be  laid  before  you  as  secre- 
tary ol  the  treasury  of  t lie  United  Slates;  and  if  you 
will  only  reflect  a moment  that  the  men  whose 
names  are  on  my  official  bonds  are  worth  in  cash 
not  less  than  one  hundred  and  filly  thousand  dollars, 
you  will  say,  at  once,  i;  never  will  be  necessary  lo 
resort  to  any  harsh  measures  whatever.  One  word 
more  about  the  Ogden  drafts.  I was  certain,  when 
I left  Crawfordsville,  that  the  bank  at  Terre  Haute, 
which  held  those  drafts,  would  call  and  have  them 
settled;  and  it  was  only  a week  ago  that  1 was  told 
that  they  (the  bank)  bad  not  been  heard  from;  and 
I must  again  repeat,  that  all  the  moneys  I owe  the 
government  will  be  paid  instantly  by  me,  without 
any  difficulty  whatever.  My  residence  is  in  Dear- 
born county;  the  most  convenient  post  office  lo 
me  is  Murray’s  mills,  where  you  will  please  direct 
your  communications  to  me,  if  you  should  have 
any;  while  I shall  remain  your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  T.  POLLOCK, 
lion.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 


Dearborn  county,  May  3,  1838. 

Sir:  A gentleman  residing  in  Crawfordsville,  and 
in  whose  care  are  the  moneys  (or  at  leat  part  of  them, 
the  other  part  being  left  in  the  bank  at  Indianapo- 
lis) for  the  drafts  on  me,  (Ogden’s),  has  this  day 
informed  me  ol  your  communiation  in  relation  to 
my  business,  dated  ! lie  14th  of  the  past  month.  In 
answering  this,  1 must  tell  of  matters  which  I did 
not  intend  to  name,  ami  of  mailers  which  a part  o’ 
my  earnings  must  go  to  account  for.  And  what  an 
they:  i he  register,  Mr.  Tyler,  has,  time  out  ol 

mu.L  b p’n  practising  on  the  people  accinse  of  bn 
siutss,  to  sini  l.is  aw  n convenience,  at  my  expense; 
and  this  has  been  the  way  it  was  done.  When,  a 


[unofficial.] 

Receiver’s  office,  Crawfordsville, 

( Indiana),  May  4,  1838. 

Sin:  Your  favor  of  the  14th  ultimo  came  to  hand 
ihe  21st  ultimo.  Colonel  Pollock  left  here  the  3d 
day  of  March  to  deposite  public  moneys  at  Louis- 
ville, and  has  not  yet  returned.  Since  his  depar- 
ture, I have  taken  in  draft  No.  2,746  on  war  w ar- 
rant, in  favor  of  captain  Ogden,  for  £5,000;  and 
draft  No.  1,932,  on  treasury  warrant,  in  favor  ol 
J.  F.  Farley,  for  £34.  1 would  forward  them  to 

ihe  department,  but  1 do  not  feel  myself  properly 
utthorised  lo  do  so. 

There  is  on  hand,  in  silver,  about  £7,500,  whiclt 
[ hold  ready  for  any  draft  drawn  by  the  treasury 


department,  or  the  refunding  to  individuals,  agree- 
ably to  directions  from  the  commissioner  of  the  ge- 
neral land  office.  Colonel  Pollock  I expect  back 
shortly.  Marks  Crume,  esq  lias  not  yet  arrived. 

The  £10,000  draft  has  not  yet  been  presented  for 
payment.  I am,  respectfully,  sir,  yourobedient 
servant,  TAYLOR  W.  WEBSTER, 

lion.  Levi  Woodbury,  see.  treasury,  Washington  city. 

Treasury  department,  May  10,  1S38. 

Sir:  I regret  to  inform  you,  in  reply  to  your  let- 
ter ol  the  3d  instant,  that  after  the  liberal  delay 
which  has  occurred,  it  will  be  necessary  lo  make  a 
deposite  forthwith  of  the  balance  due  by  you 
at  the  Savings  institution  at  Louisville,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  distiict  attorney  from  instituting  legal 
proceedings  on  your  bond. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
James  T.  Pollock,  esq.  Dearborn  county , Indiana. 
[Balance  due  from  J.  T.  Pollock,  late  receiver, 
fourteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one 
dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents,  (£14,S91  98.] 

4. — Correspondence  with  William  Linn,  receiver  at 
Galena. 

Treasury  department,  June  23,  1834. 

Sir:  I regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  ol  calling 
your  attention  to  that  provision  of  the  regulations 
for  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  which  requires 
that  each  deposite  should  embrace  the  whole  amount 
in  the  possession  of  receivers.  According  to  your 
returns,  there  was  in  your  hands  on  the  31st  of 
March  last,  the  sum  of  £10,643  49;  on  the  30th  of 
April,  the  sum  of  £12,453  32;  on  the  Ststof  May, 
the  sum  of  £13,505  10;  yet  it  appears  that  its 
transfer  to  the  bank  of  deposite  was  deferred  until 
the  31st  of  May,  and  that  the  sum  then  deposited 
amounted  to  no  more  than  £8,000.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  direct  that 
the  whole  amount  of  public  moneys  in  your  hands 
at  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  this  letter  be  forthwith 
deposited,  and  to  apprise  you  that  strict  and  punc- 
tual attention  to  the  regulation  in  relation  to  the 
deposite  of  the  public  money  is  indispensable. 

I am,  &c.  R.  B.  TANEY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Wm.  Linn,  esq.  receiver  of  public  money,  Vandalia. 

Receiver’s  office,  Vandalia,  September  30,  1834. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  circular,  directing  the 
payment  to  be  made  to  the  creditors  of  the  govern- 
ment, 1 have  gone  on  to  pay  to  captain  A.  C.  Og- 
den, superintendent  of  the  Cumberland  road,  in  In- 
diana and  Illinois,  which  saves  the  transportation  of 
the  government  funds  from  this  place  to  Louisville, 
as  well  as  transporting  them  from  Louisville  to 
this  place.  This  is  of  importance  to  the  superin- 
tendent as  well  as  myself,  and  a saving  to  the  go- 
vernment. 

Captain  A.  C.  Ogden  will  apprise  you  of  this  ar- 
rangement, and  request  a draft  on  me.  He  is  now 
at  Terre  Haute.  I have  the  honor  to  remain,  with 
great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  LIN N,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  October  23,  1834. 
Sir:  I would  remark,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  that  yon  are  not  authorised  to  retain 
the  public  money  in  your  hands,  to  meet  anticipat- 
ed demands  arising  under  the  circular  of  August 
last,  contrary  to  the  regulations  which  the  depart- 
ment has  prescribed  tor  the  periodical  deposite 
thereof. 

Observing,  from  your  monthly  return  of  the  3Cth 
ultimo,  that,  notwithstanding  the  positive  injunc- 
tion contained  in  the  letter  from  the  department  dat- 
ed the  23d  of  June  last,  (of  which  a copy  is  here- 
with enclosed),  the  public  moneys  have  been  per- 
mitted to  accumulate  in  your  hands,  in  violalion  of 
the  law  and  Ihe  instruction  of  the  department,  since 
the  31st  of  May  last,  and  that  it  amounted  on  the 
30th  ultimo  to  the  sum  of  £10,976  39,  I am  con- 
strained by  your  continued  neglect  to  call  your  im- 
mediate attention  to  the  subject,  and  again  to  re- 
quire that  the  whole  of  the  public  moneys  in  your 
possession  be  deposited  forthwith.  Unless  you 
exhibit  to  the  department  satisfactory  evidence  of 
your  having  done  so  prior  to  the  1st  day  ol  Decem- 
ber next,  accompanied  by  a statement  showing  your 
receipts  and  disbursements,  and  the  balance  with 
which  you  are  chargeable  at  the  time  of  such  de- 
posite,’ it  will  be  my  painful  duty  to  submit  the 
case  for  the  action  of  the  executive,  and  to  recom- 
mend the  appointment  of  another  person  as  your 
successor,  i am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Mr.  Wtn.  Linn,  receiver  of  public  money  Vandalia,  III. 
[to  be  continued.] 
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CHRONICLE. 

The  Great  Western  sailed  from  New  York  on  Mon- 
day last  with  a large  number  of  passengers,  among 
whom  were  M.  Punt'ois,  minister  of  France  to  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Cowell,  agent  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
land, Mr.  Jackson,  late  representative  in  congress  from 
Georgia,  Dr.  Foltz,  hospital  surgeon  U.  S.  N.  for  the 
Mediterranean,  and  major  Van  Buren,  late  secretary  to 
the  president. 

Inland  route  to  Boston.  The  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts have  passed  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Hartford 
and  Springfield  rail  road  corporation.  This  completes 
the  rail  road  line  from  New  Haven  to  Boston,  so  far  as 
charters  are  concerned.  The  link  between  Hartford  and 
Springfield,  28  miles,  is  the  only  portion  of  the  road  not 
yet  in=operation  or  in  process  of  construction.  In  about 
a year  from  this  date,  we  calculate  to  go  to  Boston,  via 
New  Haven,  Hartford,  Springfield  and  Worcester,  in 
thirteen  hours.  When  the  rail  road  hence  to  New  Ha- 
ven  is  built,  we  will  make  Boston  m twelve  hours  fi otji 
New  York,  rain  or  shine,  snow  storm  or  fog . 

The  above  is  from  the  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce; and  if  we  add  six  hours  more  for  Philadelphia, 
we  shall  have  13  hours  between  Philadelphia  and  Bos- 
ton. Oliver  Evans  was  deemed  crazy,  when  he  pro- 
phecied  that  the  distance  would  be  run  in  twenty-four 
hours. 

Steam  route  from  Blaine  to  Florida.  The  steamer 
Florida  runs  once  a week  from  Savannah  to  Picolata, 
and  returns  touching  at  the  intervening  places  ol  Bruns- 
wick, St.  Marys,  Jacksonville  and  Black  creek,  and 
completes  the  route  of  steam  navigation  from  Maine  to 
Florida. 

Georgia  Central  railroad.  We  learn  from  the  Savan- 
nah Georgian  that  this  road  is  now  in  daily  use  to  the 
extent  of  seventy  miles,  and  that  by  1st  ol  November 
ensuing  a continuous  line  of  one  hundred  and  one  miles 
will  be°completed  for  use. 

Good  business.  It  is  staled  in  the  U.  S.  Gazette,  that 
the  receipts  of  the  Philadelphia,  Willmington  and  Bal- 
timore rail  road,  for  the  month  of  March,  amounts  to 
©49,350. 

Rail  road  improvements.  A gentleman  went  with  us 
yesterday  to  examine  an  improvement  on  the  rail  road 
car  wheel,  for  the  purposes  of  insuring  safety  at  short 
curves  in  the  road,  and  at  “turns  out.’  1 he  improve- 
ment  consists  in  having  the  flange  ol  the  wheel  in  the 
centre  of  the  felloe,  or  periphery,  and  at  curves,  the 
inside  rail  is  made  double,  like  those  on  the  curves  on 
the  city  rail  road,  the  outside  rail  is  not  changed.  On 
coming  to  the  curve,  the  flange  on  the  inner  wheel  runs 
between  the  double  bar  or  rail,  while  that  on  the  outside 
drops  inside  ot  the  outer  rail.  Each  wheel,  it  will  be 
understood,  lias  a double  bearing,  and  consequently 
does  not  run  on  the  flange  in  the  curves,  unless  that 
curve  should  be  exceedingly  short.  This  saves  the 
flange,  which  is  endangered  by  a heavy  load,  when  it 
sustains  the  whole  weight. 

The  improvement  ot  which  we  speak,  and  which  we 
have  scarcely  described,  is  made  by  Mr.  Peet,  and  the 
model  is  exhibited  at  the  second  hat  store  on  the  west 
side  of  Second  street,  below  Pine,  where  is  also  an  in- 
vention by  Mr.  Peet,  of  a turn  out,  of  great  simplicity 
and  ingenuity,  which  is  worthy  the  attention  of  persons 
concerned  in  railroads,  to  whose  regard  we  commend 
the  improvements  on  the  wheels  and  curves,  and  the  in- 
ventions ol  lire  turn  out.  [Phil.  U.  S.  Gaz. 

Naval.  The  U.  S.  ship  North  Carolina,  commodore 
Ballard,  was  to  sail  from  Valparaiso  for  the  United 
.States  about  the  1st  February. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Boxer  was  at  Callao  at  the  end  of 
January.  . 

The  Norfolk  correspondent  of  the  exchange,  in  his 
letter  of  Monday,  states  that  repeated  firing  of  guns 
was  heard  by  persons  on  board  two  pilot  boats  on  Sa- 
turday afternoon  and  night,  no  doubt  from  the  North 
Carolina  74,  com.  Ballard,  daily  expected  from  the 
Pacific.  A line-of-battle-ship  was  seen  off  the  Chesa- 
peake a few  days  since. 

Frigate  Constitution.  “Old  Ironsides’’  was  towed  up 
to  the  city  of  New  York  on  Saturday,  by  two  steam- 
boats. it  is  staled  that  this  old  and  favorite  ship  re- 
quires some  fifty  petty  officers  and  seamen  to  complete 
her  crew,  when  she  will  sail  for  the  Pacific. 

There  were  no  United  Slates  government  vessels  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the  5th  March.  They  had  all  gone 
to  Montevideo  for  the  protection  of  American  com- 
merce in  that  quarter. 

From  the  Pensacola  Gazette,  April  5.  The  U.  S. 
ship  Natchez,  comm’t  Benjamin  Page,  arrived  here 
yesterday  in  10  days  from  Jamaica,  alter  a fourteen 
weeks’  cruise— officers  and  crew  all  well.  During  her 
absence  she  touched  at  Havana,  St.  Bartholomew,  St. 
Thomas,  Guyana,  Ponce,  Port  au  Prince,  St.  Jago  de 
Cuba  and  Port  Royal.  Reports  nothing  new  of  im- 
portance. 'I’he  American  flag  as  usual  much  re- 
spected. 

We  learn  that  her  majesty’s  ship  of  the  line  Plercules 
left  Jamaica  on  the  24th  ult.  for  Halifax,  with 500  soldiers 
and  100  woman  on  board. 

The  Macedonian,  com.  Sliubrick,  and  Levant,  com’r 
Paulding,'  sailed  on  Monday  last  for  the  gulf.  For 
three  days  during  the  present  week  not  a U.  S.  ship 
has  been  in  our  bay,  a very  rare,  if  not  unprecedent- 
ed occurrence.  It  is  understood  that  the  ships  now  in 
the  gulf  are  to  rally  at  some  port,  and  return  in  squad- 
ron in  about  six  weeks. 

The  Boston,  com’r  Babbit,  sailed  on  Saturday  last  for 
New  York,  via  Key  West,  Havana  and  Matanzas. 


The  senate  of  Michigan  have  passed  a resolution  to 
remove  the  seat  of  the  state  government  from  Detroit 
to  Marshall  city,  in  Calhoun  county. 

The  first  fruits.  Baltimore,  April  15.  We  happened 
to  be  present  yesterday  afternoon  at  the  warehouses  of 
Messrs.  O’Conner  & Co.  near  the  depot  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Susquehanna  rail  road  company,  when  the 
train  of  burden  cars  arrived.  Five  of  them  had  come 
all  the  way  from  Pittsburg,  and  were  filled  with  goods 
which  had  been  packed  m them  in  that  city,  and  had 
never  been  touched  until  they  arrived  at  the  depot  here. 
This  was  the  first  arrival  of  any  freight  in  the  portable 
car  bodies  of  Messrs.  O’Conner  & Co.  and  the  condi- 
tion in  which  the  goods  arrived,  and  the  expedition 
with  which  the  trip  may  be  made,  are  strong  recom- 
mendations. 

The  car  bodies  are  lifted,  at  the  proper  stations,  from 
the  car  wheels  to  the  wagons,  and  thence  into  the  ca- 
nal boats,  without  the  least  delay,  and  with  the  most 
perfect  safety  to  the  goods.  Nearly  17,000  pounds  of 
bacon,  and  7,000  pounds  of  hemp,  we  observed  as  part 
of  this  freight.  [ Chronicle . 

Atlantic  steam  ships.  A letter  from  Glasgow,  to  a 
merchant  in  Boston,  under  date  ot  March  20,  says: 
“We  feel  highly  gratified  to  inform  you  that  the  keels 
of  three  steamers  of  1,100  tons  and  420  horse  power, 
are  now  about  being  laid.  No  expense  will  be  spared 
to  make  these  boats  equal  to  any  vessels  now  afloat. 
They  are  intended  to  be  run  between  Liverpool  and 
Halifax  twice  a month,  with  a continuation  irom  the 
latter  port  to  Boston.’’ 

Common  schools  in  Pennsylvania.  By  the  school  law 
of  1836,  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  (exclusive  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia),  was  divided  into 
1,033  school  districts.  Of  this  number,  as  appears  by  a 
late  report,  no  less  than  840  districts  have  assessed  a 
school  tax,  and  received  their  quota  of  the  state  appro- 
priation, within  the  past  year.  In  these  840  districts,  in 
which  the  law  has  gone  into  operation  and  is  now  pro- 
ducing its  salutary  effect  upon  the  men  of  the  next  age, 
there  are  5,269  schools;  4,753  male  teachers,  1,964  fe- 
male teachers,  and  233,719  shcolars.  Nobly  is  the  old 
Keystone  state  vindicating  herself,  after  all,  on  the  great 
question  of  common  school  education — a question 
which,  according  as  it  shall  be  decided,  may  be  held 
to  be  of  the  very  highest  importance  to  the  prosperity 
of  a free  country  and  to  the  stability  of  its  institut.ons. 

Robbery  of  the  express  mail.  The  Nashville  Union 
says,  that  on  the  evening  ol  the  8th  inst.  Ralph  Austin, 
a rider  on  the  express  line  in  Alabama,  was  appre- 
hended and  committed  to  the  jail  in  Montgomery,  for 
robbing  the  mail  under  his  charge,  of  a letter  contain- 
ing eight  hundred  dollars  principally  in  cut  bills,  forty 
of  which  he  had  spent  before  apprehension.  The  ba- 
lance has  been  recovered.  Austin  states^  that  he  took 
the  money  out  of  a letter,  about  the  1st  of  April,  which 
was  postmarked  “Nasnville,”  and  addressed  to  N.  Or- 
leans. He  recollects  neither  the  writer  nor  the  person 
to  whom  it  was  directed.  He  further  states  that  he 
opened  two  other  letters  containing  enclosures,  both  of 
which  he  destroyed. 

Trade  of  the  west.  The  Pittsburg  Gazette  of  Friday 
says:  Among  the  arrivals,  yesterday,  was  the  Paris, 
from  Bardstown,  Illinois,  having  on  board,  among  other 
articles,  seventy-five  tons  ol  bacon,  to  be  senteastward 
by  the  canal.  Also,  the  Detroit,  from  the  Missouri  river, 
with  twenty-two  hundred  bags  of  corn. 

Extraordinary  resuscitation.  In  Bangor,  last  week, 
a child  of  live  years  of  age,  was  resuscitated,  after  lying 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  at  the  bottom  of  a well  with 
ten  feet  of  water  in  it. 

Canada.  V/e  have  seen  the  public  accounts,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  provincial  civil  expenditure 
for  the  last  year,  over  and  above  the  ordinary  annual 
expenditure  isX'20,000,  or  880,000;  that  the  annual  in- 
terest on  the  provincial  debt  is  X63,000,  8251,000;  that 
there  is  a deficiency  in  the  resources  of  the  province, 
to*meel  the  expenditures  of  the  present  year,  of  X90,170, 
or  8380,680,  for  which  the  provincial  parliament  is 
called  upon  lo  provide  in  some  way  or  other.  Such  are 
the  first  fruits,  on  the  score  of  finances  alone,  of  the 
high  church  system  ufgovernment  commenced  in  good 
earnest  in  1836.  [Toronto  Guardian,  March27. 

Pennsylvania  canal  freights.  The  forwarding  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia  have  had  a meeting,  and  agreed 
permanently  lo  fix  the  price  of  freights  from  that  city 
to  Pittsburg,  by  the  Pennsylvania  canals  and  rail  roads, 
as  fellows: 

82,00  per  hundred  pounds,  for  dry  goods. 

1,70  “ “ hardware  and  grocers’  ware. 

.1,40  “ “ groceries. 

Rail  road  accidents.  On  Saturday  last,  at  Brooklyn, 
a lad  of  fourteen  years  attempted  to  get  upon  a rail 
road  car  which  was  in  rapid  motion,  but  missed  his 
hold  and  fell  under  the  wheels,  which  severed  his  head 
from  his  body. 

On  Monday  morning  the  rope  at  the  inclined  plane 
on  the  Columbia  rail  road  broke  iust  after  the  passen- 
er  cars  had  passed.  Four  burthen  cars,  loaded  with 
our,  were  attached  at  the  time,  and  rushed  down  from 
near  the  top  of  the  plane  with  tremendous  velocity. 
The  cars  were  of  course  destroyed,  as  well  as  others 
which  arrested  their  progress  and  were  standing  at  the 
foot  of  the  plane.  The  West  Chester  stage,  full  of 
passengers^  was  on  the  bridge  at  the  time,  and  had  not 
the  rapid  career  of  the  cars  met  with  an  impediment, 
the  destruction  of  life  would  probably  have  been  very 
great,  but  luckily  no  personal  injuries  were  sustained. 


On  Sunday,  at  Philadelphia,  a boy  fell  under  a rail 
road  car,  the  wheel  of  which  cut  off  his  leg. 

Destructive  fires.  A fire  broke  out  in  Albany,  N.  Y: 
on  Satuarday  evening  last  at  about  8 o’clock,  in  a sla- 
ble  connected  with  the  Pearl  street  house,  in  the  cen-' 
tre  of  a block,  bounded  by  Lydius,  Pearl,  Hamilton, 
and  Rose  streets.  About  fourteen  houses  were  burnt 
on  Lydius  street;  ten  or  twelve,  including  the  Pearl 
street  house,  on  Pearl  street,  and  several  old  buildings 
on  Rose  street.  The  Methodist  church,  in  Herkimer 
street,  took  fire  from  the  sparks  and  was  entirely  de- 
stroyed, with  a large  wagon  establishment  on  the  cor- 
ner ot  Franklin  and  Herkimer  streets.  The  loss  is  esti- 
mated from  880,000  to  8100,000. 

Great  fire  at  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.  On  Tuesday  night 
the  16th,  about  11  o’clock,  a fire  broke  out  in  a ham 
behind  Haskins’  old  tavern  in  Ford  street,  which  in  its 
progress  destroyed  the  bank,  the  post  office,  and  a large 
portion  of  the  business  part  of  the  place. 

All  i he  buildings  on  both  sides  Ford  street,  between 
Isabella  and  State  streets,  one  side  of  State  street  to 
Green  street,  one  side  of  Green  street  to  Isabella  street 
and  one  side  of  Isabella  to  Ford  street,  including  post 
office,  Ogdensburg  bank,  seven  dry  good  stores,  four- 
teen grocery  stores,  one  tavern. 

The  whole  loss  is  estimated  at  about  8100,000. 
Asphalle.  Workmen  were  busy  on  Monday  in  lay- 
ing an  asphaltus  pavement  over  the  brick  side  walk  in 
front  of  the  Siar  tavern,  in  Dock  street,  Philadelphia.  It 
is  the  Seyssel  asphalte,  used  in  Paris  and  London,  of 
which  an  account  was  given  by  Mr.  Walter,  the  archi- 
tect, in  his  late  letter  on  European  improvements  in  pav- 
ing. 

The  Baltimore  American  states  that  purchases  of 
asphaltum  to  a considerable  extent  have  been  made  for 
purposes  oonnected  with  the  works  of  the  genet  al  gov- 
nrent.  The  agent  of  the  London  Asphaltum  company 
in  Baltimore  is  Francis  H.  Smith,  esq.  at  whose  office 
specimens  of  the  article  may  he  seen. 

The  Alexandria  Gazette  of  Wednesday  says:  “The 
weather  has  lately  been  very  fine  for  the  Potomac  fishe- 
ries, and  great  quantities  of  shad  and  herring  have,  we 
understand,  been  caught,  especially  on  the  Maryland 
shore.  Shad  have  been  selling  at  the  fish- wharf,  in  this 
town,  (the  great  fish  depot),  at  from  88  50  to  810  per 
hundred,  and  herring  at  from  82  25  to  ©3  06  per  thous- 
and. The  demand  has  not  yet  been  supplied.’’ 

It  is  stated  that  Messrs.  Prince,  of  Flushing,  L.  I.  have 
within  a short  period,  disseminated  400,000  morus  mul- 
ticaulis  trees  throughout  the  country,  and  realized  a pro- 
fit of  8200,000. 

Michigan.  The  Niles  Intelligencer  gives  a cheering 
account  of  business  in  that  quarter.  It  says: 

Steamboats  are,  arriving  and  departing  from  our 
wharves  daily.  Every  vessel  that  can  be  made  to  float, 
is  now  putin  requisition  to  take  ofl’the  surplus  produce  of 
the  country  that  has  been  accumulating  at  this  point  du- 
ring the  past  winter.  An  intelligent  gentleman  who  is 
very  extensively  engaged  in  business,  assures  us  that  not 
less  than  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  pro- 
duce will  leave  this  port  for  the  eastern  market  in  the 
course  of  the  present  season.  One  man  made  sale  of 
wheat  and  flour  amounting  to  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars last  week. 

The  senate  of  Michigan  have  wisely  rejected  the 
monstrous  agrarian  proposition  of  the  other  house,  pro- 
claiming that  real  estate,  valued  at  such  extravagant 
prices  as  the  arbitrary  will  of  land  speculators  shall  put 
upon  it,  shall  be  a legal  tender  for  the  payment  of 
debts. 

Election  for  congress  in  Illinois.  By  an  act,  passed 
by  the  last  legislature  of  Illinois,  the  election  of  members 
of  congress  is  deferred  until  1841.  This  was  done  in  the 
hope,  that  before  that  time  the  new  apportionment 
would  have  been  made,  when  Illinois  will  doubtless 
have  at  least  five,  probably  seven,  members. 

Russian  forests.  The  northern  provinces  of  the  Rus- 
sian empire  are  almost  entirely  uncultivated,  and  co- 
vered with  interminable  forests.  In  one  government 
alone,  containing  50,000,000  of  acres,  47,000,000  of 
which  consists  exclusively  of  forests. 

The  great  sale  of  public  lands  in  the  Mihvaukie  land 
district  has  just  terminated.  It  is  the  largest  public  land 
sale  which  has  ever  been  held  in  the  United  States. 
The  quantity  of  land  sold  was  feur  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five thousand  five  hundred  acres;  and  amounted  to 
five  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  three  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  dollars.  Nearly  nineteen-twentieths  of 
the  whole  quantity  sold  was  purchased  by  actual  set- 
tlers and  all  at  the  minimum  price  of  the  government. 

Honorable  Luther  Lawrence,  on  visiting  the  site  of 
one  of  the  new  factories  in  Lowell,  on  Wednesday  the 
17th  instant,  tripped  and  fell  into  t'-e  wheel  pit,  and 
was  so  much  injured  as  to  survive  the  accident  only 
half  an  hour.  Mr.  L.  was  at  the  time  of  his  decease 
mayor  of  Lowell,  and  president  of  the  Rail  Road  bank, 
and  universally  esteemed  as  a good  citizen. 

Departure  of  the  U.  S.  dragoons.  The  Carlisle  (Pa.) 
Herald  of  the  16th  inst.  states  that  a detachment  of  about 
100  handsome  looking  men,  lefl  that  place,  on  the  pre- 
ceding day  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Wall,  for 
New  York,  and  thence  for  fort  Gibson.  They  had  been 
recruited  and  drilled  at  the  Carlisle  barracks  by  capt. 
Sumner,  and  “were  accompanied  to  the  cars  by  a 
splendid  baud  of  music,  as  well  as  by  many  of  their 
companions  who  remain  behind.”  The  whole  (says 
the  Herald),  presented  a very  interesting  and  animated 
appearance. 
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Court  of  inquiry.  The  United  States  Ga- 
zette- states  that  the  court  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of 
commodore  Elliot  was  organized  on  JMonday  last, 
and  sits  every  day  at  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard. 
It  consists  of  commodores  Stewart  Biddle,  and  Pat- 
terson. John  M.  Read  is  judge  advocate,  and  Josiah 
Randall  acts  as  counsel  lor  commodore  Elliott. 

Gen.  Gratiot.  We  learn  from  the  St.  Louis 
Republican,  that  the  jury  in  the  United  States 
court,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs. 
gen,  Gratiot,  retired  on  Friday  morning,  the  12th 
ult.  under  the  charge  of  the  court.  When  the 
court  adjourned  on  Saturday  the  jury  were  still  in 
session,  being  unable  to  agree.  The  court  having 
adjourned  over  until  Monday  morning,  at  10 
o’clock,  they  were  still  detained,  and  had  not  agreed 
upon  their  verdict. 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department.  May 
1,  1339.  The  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes  au- 
thorised by  the  act  of  October  12,  1837,  has  been 
issued,  viz:  $10,000,000  00 

Of  that  issue  there  has 
been  redeemed  the 
sum  of  S, 900, 929  55 

Leaving  outstanding  of  the  first  issue 

the  sum  of  $1,099,070  45 

In  lieu  of  those  redeem- 
ed there  has  been  is- 
sued under  the  act  of 
21st  May,  183S  $5,709,810  01 

Of  that  issue  there  has 

been  redeemed  1,926,310  76 

Leaving  outstanding  of  the  second  is- 
sue the  sum  of  m $3,783,499  25 

The  amount  issued  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  2d  March,  1839, 
is  2,080,985  14 


Making  an  aggregate  outstanding  of  $6,963,554  84 

And  of  the  old  issues  an  aggregate  of  $4,SS2,569  79 
Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

From  Florida.  A letter,  to  the  editor  of  the 
Savannah  Georgian,  dated  Gary’s  Ferry,  E.  F. 
April  20,  notices  the  arrival  of  general  Macomb  at 
that  place,  and  says  he  is  empowered  to  treat  with 
the  Indians,  allowing  them  to  remain  in  the  terri- 
tory within  prescribed  limits.  The  letter  adds: — 
“As  soon  as  they  become  aware  of  this,  it  is  thought 
that  the  war  will  be  at  an  end.  They  are  rather 
tired  of  it. — They  havebeen  prevented  from  mak- 
ing their  crops  of  corn,  and  their  ammunition  is 
nearly  exhausted.” 

Gen.  Macomb  was  expected  to  leave  the  Ferry 
shortly  for  Fort  King,  more  in  the  interior  of  the 
Indian,  country.  Five  companies  of  the  2d  dra- 
goons were  to  leave  ere  long  for  the  north;  head 
quarters,  Baltimore. — All  of  the  4th  artillery,  save 
one  company,  capt.  Harvey  Brown’s,  have  left  for 
the  north. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  William 
F.  Haile,  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  district 
of  Champlain,  in  the  state  of  INew  York,  vice  D. 
B.  McNeil,  resigned. 

Benjamin  R^di  Petriken,  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Du  Buque,  in  the  territory  of  Iowa,  vice 
J.  Worthington,  resigned. 

Edwin  McNamee,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
Helena, in  the  stale  of  Arkansas, vice  Davis  Thomp- 
son, resigned. 

Dennis  Prieur,  to  be  collector  at  New  Orleans 
alter  the  30th  June  next,  in  the  place  of  J.  W. 
Breedlove,  resigned;  to  take  effect  on  that  day. 

F rancis  S.  Beattie,  collector  of  the  customs  at  St. 
Marks,  Florida,  vice  Ambrose  Crane,  removed. 

George  R.  Girault,  register  of  the  land  office 
at  Chocchuma,  Mississippi,  vice  William  Van  Nor- 
man, resigned. 

John  J.  Plume,  assistant  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms for  the  district  of  New  York,  to  reside  at  Jer- 
sey City,  vice  Aaron  Ogden,  deceased. 

James  R.  Thompson,  surveyor  and  inspector  of 
the  revenue  for  the  port  of  Town  Creek,  Mary- 
land, from  the  first  of  May  next,  vice  W.  B.  Scott, 
resigned. 
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Henry  Howison,  to  be  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Military  academy.  The  following  gentle- 
men have  been  invited  to  attend  the  ensuing  ex- 
amination of  the  cadets  of  the  United  States  mili- 
tary academy,  to  commence  on  the  second  Mon- 
day in  next  month: 

Gen.  G.  Temple  Winthorp,  Massachusetts, 

Gen.  John  Pickering,  do. 

Hon.  John  McKeon,  New  York, 

Gov.  W.  L.  Marcy,  do. 

Hon.  Byram  Green,  do. 

Hon.  R.  C.  Grier,  Pennsylvania, 

Rev.  Wm.  R.  De  Witt,  do. 

Hon.  Thomas  M.  Petlit,  do. 

Col.  Wm.  Draton,  do. 

Dr.  Charles  Magill,  Maryland, 

Johnson  Reynolds,  esq.  Virginia, 

Abrm.  W.  Venable,  esq.  North  Carolina, 

Rev.  J.  Bachman,  South  Carolina, 

Wm.  H.  Ellet,  esq.  do. 

Dr.  C.  Milton  Reese,  Georgia, 

Col.  F.  Jordan,  do. 

Rev.  J.  J.  Bullock,  Kentucky, 

Abrm.  Littleton,  esq.  Tennessee, 

B.  M.  Atherton,  esq.  Ohio, 

Hon.  Wm.  Hendricks,  Indiana, 

Gen.  Thomas  A.  Smith,  Missouri, 

Gen.  J.  R.  Fenwick,  United  States  army. 

Mr.  De  Witt,  late  Charge  d’Affaires  at  Guate- 
mala, who  committed  suicide  on  board  a steam  boat 
on  the  North  River,  was  said  to  have  been  dismiss- 
ed by  the  president,  and  that  this,  with  the  pecu- 
niary embarrassments  with  which  he  was  threaten- 
ed, induced  him  to  perpetrate  the  fatal  act.  The 
following  is  the  Globe’s  account  of  Mr.  De  Witt’s 
reception  and  treatment  by  the  president. 

“We  were  casually  present  when  Mr.  De  Witt 
called  to  see  the  president.  He  was  received  with 
more  than  politeness — with  an  expression  of  solici- 
tude for  his  strangely  altered  look.  Mr.  De  Witt 
responded  to  the  president’s  inquiries  by  stating, 
that  exposure  in  the  vessel  had  greatly  affected  him. 
In  regard  to  the  mission  to  Guatemala,  the  presi- 
dent informed  Mr.  De  Witt,  that  it  had  been  deter- 
mined to  dispense  with  it,  as  not  now  required  by 
the  interests  ofthe  government.  He  told  him,  how- 
ever,  that  he  might  return  and  close  the  affairs  of 
the  mission  himself.  After  expressing  his  anxiety 
for  the  success  of  the  president  in  the  public  cause 
now  in  contest,  and  his  desire  to  contribute  to  it, 
he  took  his  leave  in  the  most  friendly  manner.  The 
pathos  of  the  federal  press,  so  far  as  it  is  made  to 
turn  on  the  president’s  unkindness,  is  sheer  misre- 
presentation. Mr.  De  Witt  was  not  superseded; 
the  mission  was  discontinued. 


Now,  the  truth  is,  that  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  as  minister  to  England,  was  seized  upon  as 
a suitable  occasion  for  making  up  an  issue  between 
the  two  parties  as  to  his  merits  as  a member  of  gene- 
ral Jackson’s  administration.  His  whole  conduct, 
and  especially  his  instructions  to  Mr.  McLane,  in 
relation  to  the  West  India  trade,  came  up  for  dis- 
cussion, and  for  condemnation  or  approval,  and  the 
vote  was  regarded  as  a test  question  between  the 
parties.  In  my  “deliberate  judgment”  it  was  un- 
wise and  impolitic  in  the  opposition  to  make  up 
such  an  issue  on  the  question  then  before  the  se- 
nate. I believed,  as  it  has  turned  out,  that  the  re- 
jection of  the  nomination  by  the  senate,  would 
make  Mr.  Van  Buren  president.  My  political 
friends  thought  otherwise — the  issue  was  made  up 
between  the  parties,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  put 
upon  his  trial.  Compelled  to  take  ground  on  one 
side  or  the  other  of  the  issue  thus  presented,  I acted 
in  conformity  with  my  own  conviction;  “in  giving 
my  verdict  against  him.”  The  grounds  on  which 
I then  acted,  are  fully  explained  in  the  speech  de- 
livered by  me  on  that  occasion.  This  explanation 
is  due  to  myself,  and  to  the  truth  of  the  case.  In 
the  controversy  now  going  on  between  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  I take  no  part — I 
am  otherwise,  and,  I trust,  better  employed.  I am, 
very  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Y.  Hayne. 

A curious  affair.  We  learn  from  Mobile, 
that  the  schooner  Andrew  Jackson,  capt.  Meldrum, 
has  arrived  there.  This  vessel  was  one  of  those 
which  were  chartered  by  general  Pedraza  and  his 
party,  to  carry  troops  and  munitions  of  war  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  order  to  carry  on 
warlike  operations  there.  She  arrived  at  her  place 
of  destination,  landed  the  troops,  and  then  set  sail 
with  her  cargo  of  arms,  provisions,  &c.  and  touch- 
ed at  Mobile,  where  she  now  lies  sequestered, 
until  she  can  tie  disposed  off  according  to  law. 

The  Mexican  consul  here  was  duly  informed  of 
these  facts  by  the  collector  at  Mobile,  and  he  is 
about  to  repair  thither  in  order  to  inquire  into  the 
affair,  and  other  persons  will  goto  Mobile,  in  order, 
if  possible,  to  make  the  schooner  return  to  the 
place  to  which  she  was  bound. 

It  is  reported  that  the  captain  was  fearful  of  fall- 
ing in  with  a Mexican  cruiser  in  that  latitude,  and 
made  for  an  American  port  in  consequence. 

The  conduct  of  the  captain  is  quite  inexcusable, 
as  he  has  compromitted  the  fate  of  an  expedition, 
by  causing  the  loss  of  a principle  part  of  its  pro- 
visions, ammunition  and  arms,  and  he  was  more- 
over paid  in  full  by  general  Pedraza  the  amount  of 
his  freight.  The  mere  suspicion  of  a Mexican 
cruiser  being  on  the  coast  was  not  sufficient  to 
authorise  him  to  create  a real  danger  and  to  break 
his  engagement.  [ New  Orleans,  April  16. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Hayne.  From  the  Charleston 
Courier  ofthe  27  th  ult.  Messrs.  Editors: — Hav- 
ing withdrawn  myself  entirely  from  public  life, 
and  standing  aloof  from  the  party  contests  of  the 
day,  it  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I find  myself 
constrained  to  notice  the  allusions,  in  your  paper 
of  yesterday,  to  my  vote  and  remarks  in  the  senate 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  as  minister  to  England. 

Your  correspondent  quotes  a part  of  my  speech 
on  that  occasion,  in  whieh  I stated,  “that  if  I were 
a juror  in  the  box,  sworn  to  give  a true  verdict  on 
the  issue  made  up  between  Martin  Van  Buren  and 
his  country,  I should  feel  myself  constrained  to  give 
that  verdict  against  him.” 

On  this  you  remark  “that  it  was  party  opposition 
that  prompted  this  proceeding  against  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  and  to  that  cause  may  we  ascribe  the  fero- 
city of  the  warfare  waged  against  him.  To  say 
the  least,  it  was  an  unwise  and  impolitic  warfare, 
and  we  know  that  it  was  against  the  judgment  of 
one  of  its  distinguished  supporters,  to  whom  our 
correspondent  alludes.  He  predicted  the  result  with 
unerring  sagacity — he  foresaw  that  it  would  be  an 
element  of  Mr.  V.  B’s  success — and  yet  the  exi- 
gencies of  party  arrayed  him  in  debate  against  his 
deliberate  judgment.” 

Without  further  explanation,  it  might  seem  that 
I had,  on  this  occasion,  expressed  opinions  that  I 
did  not  entertain,  and  pursued  a course  which  was 
contrary  to  my  own  conviction  of  what  was  right. 


Illinois  state  bank.  The  published  state- 
ment of  the  account  of  the  state  of  Illinois  with 
the  state  bank  of  Illinois  for  the  quarter  ending  on 
the  31st  of  March,  is  as  follows: 

Stale,  Dr. 

To  balance  on  settlement 
this  date,  $28,748  73 

To  amount  of  warrants 
paid  for  quarter  ending 

this  day,  136,278  42 

To  amount  of  int.  on  war- 
rants paid  up  to  this  day,  874  93 


165,902  08 

Balance  due  on  settlement,  107,284  92 

Stale,  Cr. 

By  amount  deposited  in  bank  for  quar- 
ter ending  this  day,  $58,617  16 

By  balance,  107,284  92 


165,902  08 

Conviction  of  the  Braganza  pirates.  In 
the  United  States  circuit  court,  sitting  at  New 
York,  Cornelius  Wilhelms  and  Joseph  Van  Brug- 
gen  were  on  Wednesday  tried  and  convicted  of  pi- 
racy and  murder  on  board  the  brig  Braganza,  bound 
from  Philadelphia  to  Naples.  Hans.  Knudseff,  im- 
plicated in  same  crime,  on  motion  of  counsel  wa3 
granted  a separate  trial. 
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The  evidence  against  the  accused  was  conclud- 
ed at  9 o’clock  in  the  evening.  The  principal  facts 
elicited  are  as  follows: 

The  brig  Braganza,  captain  Armel  T.  Turley, 
sailed  from  Philadelphia  in  July,  1838,  which  port 
she  had  put  into  in  distress,  being  originally  from 
Porto  Rico,  bound  to  Genoa,  with  a cargo  of  sugar. 
On  the  5th  of  August,  the  second  mate,  Robert 
Moir,  was  awakened  by  cries  of  murder,  while 
sleeping  in  his  state  room.  Moir  rushed  on  deck, 
and  there  beheld  tho  first  mate,  Vanderslice,  lying 
on  the  deck,  bleeding,  with  two  wounds  on  his 
head.  He  observed  immediately  after  the  captain 
engaged  in  a struggle  with  some  of  the  crew.  Capt. 
Turley  was  armed  with  a cutlass,  with  which  he 
wounded  one  of  the  mutineers,  Van  Hruggen.  The 
captain  was  overpowered  and  cast  into  the  sea. 
He  regained  the  brig,  and  begged  his  life  for  the 
sake  of  his  wife,  but  was  remorselessly  again 
• thrown  overboard.  He,  however,  once  more  made 
the  brig  and  gained  the  main  chains,  but  was  thrust 
off  and  drowned. 

There  were  on  board  at  this  time,  independent  of 
the  crew,  Mr.  Diehl,  the  owner  of  the  vessel  and 
his  wife,  and  the  wife  of  captain  Turley.  These 
were  below  when  the  horrible  transaction  with  Mr. 
Vanderslice  took  place,  as  were  also  the  captain 
and  second-mate.  There  were  four  seamen  on 
deck  at  this  time.  The  three  prisoners  now  on 
trial  and  another  John  Adam3  (since  dead).  A 
boy  named  James  Davis  hearing  the  scuffle  with 
Mr.  Vanderslice  came  on  deck.  He  clearly  gave 
his  evidence,  and  particularly  to  the  facts,  that  the 
captain  was  attacked  immediately  on  gaining  the 
deck,  as  was  the  second  mate,  Mr.  Moir.  The 
cook  was  in  the  forecastle,  and  took  no  part  in  the 
mutiny  and  murder,  having  been  fastened  therein 
by  the  mutineers.  The  companion  way  was  also 
fastened  down  to  prevent  assistance  being  afforded 
to  the  captain. 

The  boy  James  Davis  was  told  to  remain  quiet, 
and  he  should  not  be  hurt.  Mr.  Diehl  begged  to 
come  on  deck,  but  was  answered,  “we  have  killed 
three,  and  will  kill  you  if  you  are  not  quiet.”  The 
murderers  took  possession  of  the  vessel:  Wilhelms 
acted  as  captain.  Mr.  Moor,  Mr.  Diehl,  his  wife, 
and  Mrs.  Turley,  together  with  the  cook,  who 
sprang  in  the  boat  after  them,  were  set  adrift  in 
the  long  boat.  They  wished  to  take  the  first  mate, 
Mr.  Vanderslice,  with  them,  but  were  refused. 
They  were  fortunately  picked  up  by  a vessel  that 
hove  in  sight  and  carried  into  Greenock.  The 
first  mate  left  with  the  mutineers,  died  of  his 
wounds,  and  his  body  was  thrown  overboard. 

The  district  attorney  concluded  his  case  against 
the  prisoners  at  11  o’clock  last  night.  After  an 
excellent  charge  the  jury  retired. 

In  five  minutes  aftet  leaving  the  court,  the  jury 
returned,  with  a verdict  of  guilty  against  both  pri 
soners.  [Balt.  American. 


Norris’  locomotive  manufactory.  The 
amount  and  value  of  the  manufactures  of  this  city 
and  neighborhood  are  but  little  known  even  to  our 
own  citizens.  We  have  taken  means  to  procure 
the  same,  and  shall  present  them  in  detail  to  our 
readers. 

We  have  before  us  to-day  a statement  from  Mr. 
William  Norris,  of  the  amount  of  work  done,  at  his 
extensive  establishment  at  Bush  Hill — as  follows: 

Seventy-eight  locomotives  and  tenders,  &c.  have 
been  completed  since  the  establishment  of  these 
works,  of  which 

1 has  been  sent  to  Canada. 

1 “ “ Cuba. 

1 “ “ England. 

2 “ “ Germany. 

2 “ “ Austria. 

71  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

There  are  over  300  hands  employed,  and  sixty 
locomotives  and  tenders,  &c.  are  finished  per  an- 
num, together  with  a large  amount  of  other  machi- 
nery. 

The  foreign  orders  now  on  hand,  which  will  all 
be  shipped  before  the  1st  August  next,  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

For  Prussia,  2 

“ Austria,  3 

‘•N  Hungary,  2 

“ England,  9 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  statement  that  the  enter- 
prising proprietor  of  this  establishment  is  enabled  to 
compete  successfully^with  the  boasted  workshops  of 
Great  Britain  in  this  their  national  staple. 

[North  American. 


The  late  fraud  in  Philadelphia.  The 
North  American  Advocate  says:  “The  develope- 
ments  in  relation  to  the  late  fraudulent  issues  of 
certificates  of  stock  and  loan  of  the  Norristown 
rail  road,  evince  as  they  progress,  a degree  of  de- 
pravity of  moral  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  delin- 
quent, which  have  been  rarely  paralleled  in  the  an- 
nals of  villany  in  our  community.  The  hardihood 
and  coolness  which  characterised  some  of  them 
are  astounding.  An  instance  has  come  to  our 
knowledge,  in  which,  after  the  president  knew  that 
the  suspicions  of  the  directors  had  been  aroused  and 
he  had  been  peremptorily  forbidden  by  the  board 
to  do  any  official  act  until  some  investigation  had 
been  made,  he  carried  false  certificates  of  400 
shares  of  stock  into  the  street,  and  obtained  a loss 
of  4,000  dollars  upon  them.  This  occurred  on  the 
day  prior  to  the  disclosure.  We  have  heard  cen- 
sure passed  on  the  board,  that  such  things  should 
have  gone  on  without  their  knowledge,  and  attri 
buting  carelessness  to  them.  This  censure  we 
think  unmerited.  The  books  showed  every  thing 
straight  and  correct;  and  it  was  only  by  the  atten- 
tive vigilance  of  some  of  the  directors,  that  any 
discovery  was  affected  at  all. 


Outrage  upon  an  American  schooner 
From  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser.  We  have 
heard  this  morning  of  an  outrage  committed  a few 
days  since  upon  the  schooner  Stephen  Girard,  of 
Oswego,  J.  C.  Hugan,  master,  while  passing 
through  the  Welland  canal,  of  which,  as  highly  co- 
lored “statements  will  undoubtedly  go  abroad,  we 
hasten  to  give  a correct  version.  While  a schooner 
was  passing  one  of  the  locks  a parcel  of  drunken 
militia  went  aboard,  cut  the  halyards,  hauled  down 
the  American  flag,  indulging  at  the  same  time  in 
abusive  vituperative  language,  and  endeavored  to 
preventthe  lock  tender  from  passing  the  schooner 
through.  In  the  affray  the  yawl  boat  was  seized  or 
destroyed. 

The  vessel  was  then  permitted  to  proceed.  As 
soon  as  the  affair  became  known  to  the  collector, 
the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage  were  arrested,  and, 
as  we  have  been  informed,  have  been  sent  to  Toron- 
to, to  await  their  trial.  A boat  with  the  halyards 
was  sent  after  the  schooner,  but  was  unable  to  over- 
take her,  the  master  refusing  to  stop,  probably  from 
an  apprehension  of  farther  violence.  The  outrage 
has  been  promptly  disavowed  by  the  Canadian  au- 
thorities, and  vigorous  measures  will  be  taken  to 
prevent  a repetition.  We  understand  that  full  re- 
paration will  be  made  for  all  the  damage  done  the 
vessel. 

The  perpetration  of  this  outrage  and  those  on  the 
St.  Lawrence,  is  probably  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
militia  who  have  been  in  service  for  some  months 
are  about  to  be  discharged,  and  many  of  them  find 
it  much  more  pleasant  to  draw  their  pay  and  rations 
with  nothing  to  do,  than  to  go  to  work  and  earn  their 
bread.  If  by  firing  upon  an  unarmed  American 
vessel,  or  insulting  the  American  flag,  they  can 
succeed  in  keeping  the  frontier  in  such  a state  of 
excitement  as  to  create  an  apparent  necessity  for 
retaining  them  in  service,  it  is  all  they  want. 


Ugly  affair.  The  Philadelphia  North  Ameri- 
can says: 

“Considerable  excitement  has  been  manifested  to- 
day, by  the  announcement  that  illegal  certificates  of 
stock  and  loan  of  the  Norristown  rail  road  company, 
have  been  issued  to  a large  amount.  The  exact 
amount  is  unknown,  but  we  understand  it  cannot  be 
for  less  than  $85,000.  The  president  of  the  com- 
pany7 is  implicated  in  the  matter,  and  has  resigned. 
There  are  various  rumors  on  the  subject.” 

Lotteries.  By  an  act  of  assembly,  of  1834,  lot- 
teries, and  the  sale  of  lottery  tickets,  are  prohibit- 
ed in  Virginia,  after  the  first  day  of  January7,  1840. 


Zerah  Colburn.  The  Vermont  papers  notice 
the  death  of  Zerah  Colburn,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five. 
The  public  mind  was  at  one  time  much  engaged 
with  the  anticipation,  that  Mr.  Colburn,  from  his 
remarkable  facility  in  calculations,  would  rival  and 
eclipse  the  fame  of  all  former  mathematicians  of 
celebrity.  The  process  by  which  he  arrived  at  his 
extraordinary  results  was  peculiar  to  himself.  He 
was  sent  to  Europe  that  his  talent  might  be 
cultivated  and  developed  to  the  utmost.  But  the 
anticipations  of  his  friends  were  never  realized, 
although  he  excited  great  attention  there.  As  he 
advanced  in  life,  his  extraordinary  powers  “faded 
into  the  light  of  common  day,”  and  he  was  in  no 
wise  distinguished  for  other  than  fair  literary  attain- 
ments. He  became  a minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  c hurch,  and  was  of  late  a professor  in  an 
eastern  institution. 


tional  congress,  which  has  thought  proper  to  grant 
me  its  permission. 

I have  felt  grieved  that  it  was  not  in  my  power, 
before  this,  to  act  on  the  resolution  entertained  by 
me  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  foreign 
war,  to  march  to  the  field  and  partake  of  the  toils 
of  my  valiant  companions  in  arms.  A conjunction 
of  circumstances,  which  are  well  known,  made  me 
believe,  contrary  to  my  wishes,  that  my  presence 
was  necessary  in  front  of  the  executive.  Although 
peace  with  France  is  adjusted,  grave  motives  exist 
for  my  taking  the  command  of  the  troops  of  the  na- 
tion, and  occupying  myself  with  important  matters, 
in  which  are  involved  the  well  being  and  prosperity 
of  the  nation. 

I do  not  seize  the  sword  to  prosecute  a war  of 
extermination,  or  to  provoke  resentments,  which 
may  prolong  the  evils  of  civil  discord.  The  dissen- 
sions, which  we  lament,  should  be  terminated 
speedily,  and  my  presence  in  the  army  will  tend  to 
establish  peace,  make  the  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment respected,  and  restore  the  supremacy  of  the 
laws.  If,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  turbulent 
spirits  persist  in  fanning  the  fire  of  discoid,  I will 
repress  them  with  the  severity  of  the  laws;  and 
those  Mexicans  shall  only  encounter,  in  my  mili- 
tary operations,  the  most  unequivocal  proofs  of  my 
noble  resentment,  conciliatory  justice,  and  the  most 
earnest  desires  for  the  general  felicity. 

The  sad  prospective  presented  by  our  differences 
with  France,  is  completely  changed  by  the  honor- 
able transaction  which  is  to  establish  our  relations 
with  that  nation.  The  antipathies  engendered  by 
war,  ought  to  be  succeeded  by  a frank  friendship 
to  that  power,  which,  if  it  sought  to  offend  us,  has 
made  evident  that  it  knows  the  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion and  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  Heaven  grant  that  the  peace  may  be  as 
solid  and  durable  as  the  interest  and  well  being  of 
both  parties  require. 

1 cannot  conceal  that  the  choice  made  of  me  for 
the  supreme  magistracy,  although  it  has  engraved 
on  my  soul  a lively  and  eternal  gratitude,  was  con- 
trary to  my  inclinations,  and  made  me  feel  all  the 
disgust  and  bitterness  inseparable  from  the  exer- 
cise of  the  supreme  executive  power.  In  circum- 
stances of  unparalleled  difficulties  and  opposing 
factions,  and  without  those  means  which  could  in- 
sure abundance  and  peace,  you  could  not  but  no- 
tice that  the  conduct  I have  observed  as  first  magis- 
trate was  only  for  the  purpose  that  the  civil  war 
w7ould  not  assume  that  sanguinary  character  which 
would  cause  the  ruin  of  the  nation  and  its  discredit 
abroad.  Let  us  fix  our  attention  on  the  events 
which  have  been  successively  presented,  and  give 
thanks  to  Providence  that  we  are  yet  preserved  for 
happier  days  and  general  reconciliation. 

The  citizen  who  has  been  called  to  take  charge 
of  the  presidential  chair  during  my  absence,  shall 
not  lack  means  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  admi- 
nistration, and  to  improve,  progressively,  the  lot  of 
the  people.  The  noble  services  which  he  rendered 
to  the  nation  at  Yera  Cruz,  and  the  painful  task  to 
which  he  has  conseciated  himself,  entitles  him  to 
our  complete  and  cordial  co-operation.  I shall  be 
the  first  to  give  an  example  of  the  respect  due  to 
the  authority  which  he  exercises,  toiling  in  perfect 
unanimity  with  him,  in  order  to  expedite  a termi- 
nation to  those  evils  which  have  placed  the  national 
interests  in  such  jeopardy.  The  good  feeling  of 
our  people,  their  mild  and  generous  character,  and 
the  painful  experience  of  the  past,  ought  to  dictate 
a new  course — having  union  and  tolerance  in  our 
councils,  as  the  surest  guarantee  of  future  pros- 
perity. 

Animated  by  this  confidence,  I expect  from  every 
one  of  you  those  sacrifices  which  the  nation  has  a 
right  to  exact,  when  it  is  bowed  down  by  civil  dis- 
cord, and  cries  energetically  for  the  extinction  of 
faction,  calmness  and  prudence  in  all  acts;  and  with 
a general  unanimity  hasten  those  means  for  aggran- 
dizing the  republic,  and  acquiring  the  respect  and 
benevolence  of  civilized  people. 

I march  where  duty  calls  me;  and  be  assured, 
Mexicans,  that  at  the  head  of  the  army,  with  the 
olive  or  the  sword  in  my  hand,  my  object  shall  be 
to  serve  you  nobly,  and  to  make  my  deeds  corres- 
pond to  what  I announced  to  you— to  bring  about 
internal  peace  by  those  means  which  prudence 
shall  exact,  or  the  energies  of  the  laws  demand. 

Anastasio  Bustamente. 


Address  of  Bustamente,  previous  to  marching 
against  the  federalists.  Fellow  citizens:  In  separat- 
ing myself  temporarily7  from  the  supreme  magis- 
tracy, in  order  to  command  the  army  in  person,  I 
comply  with  the  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  public 
exigency,  and  in  obedience  to  the  vote  of  the  na- 


Mr.  Papineau.  The  London  and  Paris  papers, 
received  by  the  Great  Western,  announce  the  ar- 
rival of  Mr.  Papineau,  in  the  latter  city.  The  Pa- 
ris correspondent  of  the  New  York  American  gives 
the  following  notice  of  his  reception  and  employ- 
ment. , , . , . „ . 

“Papineau  has  been  favorably  received  in  fans 
by  all  the  political  parties.  It  is  not  true  that  he 
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experienced,  at  Havre,  any  obstacle  to  his  coming 
hither.  After  the  feasting  of  Louis  Napoleon  in 
England,  even  the  Court  party  in  France  may  be 
excused  for  investing  even  a Papineau  with  some 
consequence.  As  the  emancipation  of  the  Canadas 
is  deemed  certain,  sooner  or  later,  the  general 
French  policy  would  seem  to  dictate  that  the  refu- 
gee, who  can  be  considered  as  the  representative 
of  the  French  Canadian  population,  should  be  re- 
spectfully and  kindly  distinguished.  He  is  under- 
stood to  be  already  eng'.ged  in  writing  for  the 
press,  a critical  reply  to  Lord  Durham’s  report  on 
Canadian  affairs.  Such  information  and  views  as 
he  must  be  able  to  present,  if  skilfully  exhibited, 
in  a volume  of  moderate  size,  would  probably  cir- 
culate and  make  an  impression,  not  merely  in 
France,  but  over  a large  part  of  tne  European  con- 
tinent.” 

Antiquity  of  newspafers.  Mr.  Fitzslrathern, 
on  occasion  of  a toast  in  complement  to  “the  press,” 
at  a dinner  lately  given  by  the  West  London  Gar- 
deners’ association,  said: 

That  the  press  was  the  fourth  estate  in  parliament, 
and  nothing  could  be  accomplished  without  it. — 
Newspaper  literature  in  particular  had  much  power, 
and  governed  the  world  through  the  opinions  of  man- 
kind. The  editors  thereof  were  commonly  men  of 
talent,  with  strong  nerves,  a quick  discernment,  a 
liberal  mind,  and  a decision  of  character  seldom  to 
be  shakened.  Their  duties  and  responsibility  were 
incalculably  great,  and  they  had  materially  assisted 
in  disseminating  useful  knowledge  in  an  expediti- 
ous, cheap  form.  Like  members  of  the  army  and 
navjq  politicians  and  lawyers,  some  of  them  ought  to 
be  made  peers  as  a reward  for  their  extraordinary 
abilities.  Writing  news  of  the  day,  and  afterwards 
circulating  it  for  intelligence  to  a community,  was 
more  ancient  than  u as  generally  supposed.  It  com- 
menced by  MS  in  Egypt,  was  practiced  in  Greece 
and  Rome;  and,  if  an  old  author  was  to  be  relied  on, 
Julius  Caesar,  who  visited  London  nearly  1,900  years 
ago,  wrote  periodical  news  of  his  successes  abroad, 
and  the  characters  and  customs  of  the  people  he  sub- 
dued, for  the  information  of  the  warlike  conquerors 
of  the  world  at  home,  which  was  copied  by  numer- 
ous scribes,  the  only  printers  of  that  time,  for  circu- 
lation; some  of  which  news-skins  or  papers,  though 
long  since  torn  up  and  destroyed,  referred  to  our 
own  savage  illiterate  ancestors,  and  were  written  in 
Albion  and  Gaul.  In  these  days,  such  eminent  men 
as  sir  Samuel  Eomilly,  sir  John  Campbell,  Serjeant 
Spankle,  and  others,  had  been  reporters  of  the  press. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

The  packet  ship  Silvie  de  Grasse,  capt.  Weider- 
holdt,  arrived  at  New  York  on  Monday  Irom  Havre 
via  Plymouth,  England.  Captain  W.  sailed  from 
Havre  on  the  19th  of  March  and  f rom  Plymouth  on 
the  25th.  The  editors  of  the  Commercial  Adverti- 
ser are  indebted  to  captain  Weiderholdt  for  the  Lon- 
don Chronicle  of  March  24th  and  Plymouth  papers 
of  23d. 

H.  M.  ship  Winchester,  of  52  guns,  is  ordered  to 
be  commissioned  at  Chatham  for  the  flag. of  vice  ad- 
miral sir  Thomas  Harvey.  Captain  John  Parker  is 
to  be  his  captain. 

The  lords  of  the  admiralty  have  ordered  five  new 
engines  for  war  steam  ships,  one  of  which,  to  be 
named  the  Cyclops,  is  to  be  of  1,300  tons  burthen 
and  carry  26  guns— the  largest  armament  yet  placed 
on  board  a steam  frigate,  in  any  navy. 

The  following  paragraph  is  the  conclusion  of  an 
article  on  the  late  boundary  troubles,  in  the  London 
Weekly  Chronicle  of  March  24.  It  affords  an  indi- 
cation that  the  passage  of  the  “war  bill,”  as  it  has 
been  called,  would  not  be  regarded  as  a very  porten- 
tious  event  in  England. 

The  congress,  however,  was  expected  not  to  sepa- 
rate, (the  session  being  upon  the  point  of  ending 
without  providing  for  the  opposite  alternative,  by 
placing  large  resources  at  the  disposal  of  the  presi- 
dent, to  be  used  in  the  event  of  any  attempt  on  the 
part  ot  Great  Britain,  to  take  military  possession  of 
the  territory  in  dispute.  We  see  no  reason  to  fear 
this,  as  sir  John  Harvey,  in  the  midst  of  great  pro- 
vocations, on  the  part  of  gov.  Fairfield,  has  evinced 
a temper,  and  a moderation,  which  will  ensure  his 
ready  acquiescence  in  the  arrangement  sanctioned 
by  Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Fox. 

Captain  Harvey  and  the  officers  of  the  Malabar 
have  subscribed  for  a silver  tea  and  coffee  service, 
to  be  presented  to  Mr.  Joseph  Wightman,  of  Three 
Rivers,  Nova  Scotia,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  im- 
portant service  rendered  by  him  to  the  Malabar, 
"’hen  she  struck  on  the  rock  of  Cape  Bear,  Prince 
Edward  Island,  on  the  19th  of  October.  Mr.  Wight- 
man went  off  to  the  ship  in  a small  open  boat,  and 
piloted  her  to  a place  of  safety. 


LATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  New  York  papers  of  Tuesday  contain  full 
extracts  from  the  English  papers  received  by  the 
George  Washington,  from  which  we  select  the  fol- 
lowing items,  furnished  for  the  most  part,  by  the 
Commercial  Advertiser: 

Parliamentarij  proceedings. 

March  22.  In  the  house  of  lords  the  marquis  of 
Normanby  desired  to  be  excused  from  serving  on 
the  committee  raised  the  night  before  on  the  state 
of  Ireland,  inasmuch  as  the  vote  by  which  it  was 
ordered  was  to  some  extent  a vote  ot  censure  on  his 
government  in  Ireland.  Lord  Normanby  then  pro- 
ceeded to  comment  on  some  expressions  used  the 
night  before  by  lord  Brougham,  convicting  his  lord- 
ship  of  inconsistency,  by  comparison  of  those  ex- 
pressions with  other  expressions  uttered  by  him  in 
November,  1837,  and  concluding  with  a remark 
that,  painful  as  it  was  to  sever  friendships  of  twenty 
years’  standing,  he  must  now  forego  the  friendship 
of  lord  Brougham,  because  that  noble  lord  had  not 
acted  towards  him  with  sincerity. 

Lord  Brougham  reciprocated  lord  Normanby's 
regret,  but  vindicated  his  conduct  with  character- 
istic ingenuity. 

Lord  John  Bussel  gave  notice  that  in  the  course 
of  the  first  week  after  the  recess  he  should  ask  the 
opinion  of  the  house  of  commons  upon  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  (in  consequence  of  the  vote  in  the 
other  house  on  the  preceding  night),  and  that  if  the 
opinion  of  the  house  should  be  against  the  ministers, 
they  would  resign. 

Mr.  O’Connel  inquired  of  lord  Palmerston  if  any 
steps  had  been  taken  to  end  the  war  between  Peru 
and  Chili.  Lord  Palmerston  answered  that  an  offer 
of  mediation  had  been  made  and  accepted  by  the 
Peru-Bolivian  confederation,  but  rejected  by  Chili. 
Negotiations,  however,  were  still  in  progress. 

Lord  Howick  moved  the  army  estimates.  He 
entered  into  full  explanations,  and  stated  that  the 
increase,  as  compared  with  1838,  would  be  about 
5,600  rank  and  file,  and,  as  compared  with  1837, 
about  9,400.  He  said: 

It  would  be  necessary  hereafter  to  propose  a sup- 
plementary estimate  in  order  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  keeping  up  a very  considerable 
irregular  force  in  Canada  (hear,  hear),  of  militia 
and  volunteers,  which  it  had  been  found  necessary 
to  raise  in  that  country.  What  the  estimate  of  that 
augmentation  of  force  was  he  could  not  say,  as  it 
had  not  yet  been  received.  Beyond  these  addi- 
tions, he  was  not  at  that  moment  aware  that  any 
farther  increase  of  the  army  was  likely  to  be  requir- 
ed; but  of  course  he  need  not  tell  the  right  honora- 
ble gentleman  that  in  making  that  statement  he  did 
so  with  reference  only  to  the  present  time,  and  to 
present  circumstances,  as  it  was  impossible  for  any 
government  or  any  secretary  at  war  to  say  that  il 
might  not  be  necessary  in  the  course,  perhaps,  of  a 
short  time  to  make  a further  augmentation.  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  could  only  say  that  he  was  not  aware 
of  the  existence  of  any  circumstance  creating  such 
a necessity,  and  that,  should  such  necessity  hereaf- 
ter arise,  it  would  be  to  him  a matter  of  great  sur- 
prise and  of  deep  concern. 

The  amount  of  the  estimates  for  which  lord  Ho- 
wick moved  was  £3,476,609,  for  the  year  ending 
April  1,  1840. 

Sir  Henry  Hardinge  objected  that  the  estimates 
were  altogether  two  small,  and  went  into  a long  ex- 
position of  the  political  condition  of  the  world,  to 
show  the  necessity  of  keeping  up  a large  force  every 
where. 

In  the  course  of  his  reply,  lord  Howick  said: 

But  here  a very  serious  question  arose  out  of  the 
remarks  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman.  Were 
we  to  assume  that  we  were  so  near  a quarrel  with 
the  United  States  of  North  America  as  to  think  it 
necessary  at  once  to  put  our  establishments  in  their 
vicinity  upon  a war  footing?  (Hear,  hear.)  If  that 
was  the  opinion  of  the  right  honorable  officer,  he 
could  only  say  that  opinion  was  very  different  from 
that  which  he  (viscount  Howick)  entertained;  (hear, 
hear);  and  he  believed  that  if  one  thing,  more  than 
another,  could  tend  directly  to  that  result,  it  would 
be  to  show  the  Americans  that  we  felt  a jealousy  of 
them,  and  that  we  took  these  steps  of  increasing  our 
establishments  without  adequate  cause.  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  believed  that  war  would  prove  the  great- 
est calamity  to  both  countries  that  could  possibly 
befall  them,  (hear,  hear),  and  therefore  that  we 
were  bound  to  avoid,  by  every  means  in  our  power, 
every  thing  which  could,  by  possibility,  lead  to  hos- 
tilities. With  respect  to  the  state  of  Maine,  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  must  remember  that  if 
the  existing  dispute  goes  on,  it  must  be  with  the 
general  government  of  the  United  States,  (hear, 
hear),  because  the  federal  government  must  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  constituent  slates.  (Hear.)  If  a 
war  became  necessary,  we  must  therefore  make 
corresponding  efforts;  and  whenever  that  emergency 


might  arrive,  he  believed  this  country  would  not  be 
wanting  to  itself  in  the  preparations  of  vigorous 
measures;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  to  adopt  a 
highly  impolitic  and  dangerous  course,  if  we  were 
now  to  act  as  if  that  emergency  had  already  occur- 
red. (Hear,  hear). 

Mr.  C.  Buffer  joined  sir  H.  Hardinge  in  censur- 
ing the  government  for  not  keeping  up  a sufficient 
force.  Alluding  to  the  boundary  dispute,  he  said 
that  sir  John  Harvey  had  less  than  500  regulars  at 
his  command,  and  added: 

To  oppose  to  that  force  the  state  of  Maine  had 
been  regularly  increasing  its  military  force.  He 
(Mr.  Buffer)  had  been  told  by  an  experienced  mili- 
tary officer  that  the  militia  of  Maine  was  totally  un- 
like the  other  American  militia;  that  they  were  well 
kept  up;  for  the  Maine  people  felt  very  strongly  a 
wish  to  fight  for  this  territory,  and  that  really  they 
would  not  be  contemptible  adversaries  of  regular 
troops  to  fight  man  to  man.  Was  the  noble  lord 
aware  that  there  were  more  than  42,000  of  this  mi- 
litia so  trained?  He  had  talked  of  the  militia  of 
New  Brunswick.  They  were,  he  (Mr.  Buffer)  be- 
lieved, a very  gallant  body,  but  they  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  15,000,  and  they  had  only  this  number 
to  oppose  to  42,000  men.  The  noble  lord  had  said 
that  sir  John  Colborne  would  send  troops  over  there; 
he  would  have  to  do  so  by  a balloon,  or  when  he  had 
got  a railway  there,  for  he,  Mr.  Buffer,  did  not  know 
any  other  way  of  conveyingthem.  (A  laugh.)  But 
what  was  to  become  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada, 
if  these  troops  were  sent?  Did  they  suppose  that 
the  instant  these  troops  were  sent  off,  or  that  they 
could  get  away,  the  sympathisers  would  not  rise? 

He  (Mr.  Buffer)  was  not  afraid  of  the  United 
States,  gallant  as  they  were;  he  believed  the  gallan- 
try of  England  need  not  to  be  feared  in  a just  cause. 
But  there  was  no  one  with  the  feelings  ot  humanity 
who  could  contemplate  the  horrors  of  such  a war — 
not  only'  a war  between  men  of  similar  social  rela- 
tions, but  a war  between  industry  and  commerce.  He 
really  believed  it  would  entail  on  both  countries  con- 
sequences fearful  to  humanity;  it  would  seriously 
endanger  and  injure  the  social  organization  of  both 
countries.  But  with  these  feelings  of  horror  of  war, 
ought  their  army  arrangements  to  have  been  in  such 
a state  at  this  time,  that  at  this  moment  they  might 
expect  by  the  Liverpool  due  on  Sunday,  the  account 
of  some  collision,  contraryto  the  will  of  both  govern- 
ments? He  would  venture  to  say  that  never  was 
there  a time  when  the  people  of  the  United  States 
were  more  friendly  to  us;  never  was  there  a time  in 
which  the  great  mass  of  the  people  felt  more  the 
advantages  of  peace  and  security,  ora  greater  hor- 
ror at  the  idea  of  war.  But  nations  were  not  guided  by 
their  passions;  and  the  passions  of  a few  intemperate 
men  might  bring  on  a collision,  the  consequences  of 
which  no  man  could  tell.  No  people  in  the  world 
were  more  sensitive  of  national  honor  than  the 
Americans;  and  if  a few  lives  should  be  lost  amongst 
the  lumberers  on  the  borders  of  their  territory  no 
one  could  tell  what  the  consequences  would  be. 

The  governor  of  New  Brunswich  to  whom  had 
been  entrusted  500  or  350  men,  set  up  claims  never 
admitted  by  the  American  government.  He  had  set 
up  a claim,  it  seemed,  to  settle  the  whole  question; 
that  until  it  was  settled  by  negotiation,  Great  Brit- 
ain should  have  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  territory. 
It  appeared  that  the  orders  of  this  lieutenant  gover- 
nor were  to  enforce  this  claim  with  his  350  to  500 
men,  and  it  appeared  that  the  governor  of  Maine 
said  he  would  not  submit  to  it;  that  he  would  send 
militia  there.  The  governor  of  New  Brunswick 
said  he  was  ordered  to  repel  force  by  force.  The 
governor  of  Maine  said  he  did  not  fear  that;  that  the 
troops  of  Maine  would  do  their  duty.  By  the  ar- 
rangement of  Mr.  Fox  this  threatening  aspect  of  af- 
fairs had  been  in  some  degree  averted,  and  he  had 
withdrawn  the  pretences  of  the  governor  of  New 
Brunswick.  But  what  a humiliating  position  was 
that  which  in  the  last  hour  retracted  a claim  set  up 
over  the  disputed  territory.  (Hear.)  One  thing 
would  stop  these  proceedings,  and  that  was,  he  be- 
lieved, that  the  only  road  up  to  this  disputed  terri- 
tory by  the  Aroostook  river  was  impassable,  and  the 
roads  on  the  New  Brunswick  side  were  still  worse, 
and  this  would  prevent  the  forces  passing  to  each 
other  unless  sir  John  Colborne  could  pass  by  balloons 
with  his  troops. 

The  present  emergency  has  arisen  on  account  of 
a dispute  having  been  left  open  from  1815.  The  no- 
ble lord  might  say  that  was  not  his  fault;  that  he  did 
not  make  the  treaty  of  1783;  that  he  had  nothing  to 
to  do  with  the  treaty  of  1815;  but  the  noble  lord 
ought  to  have  been  aware  that  there  had  been  cir- 
cumstances attending  this  boundary  question,  which 
had  made  the  Americans  much  more  bent  on  having 
it  than  ever.  It  was  important  that  this  should  be 
known.  In  the  first  place,  the  province  of  Maine 
had  received  a great  increase  of  population.  Ame- 
rica had  pressed  on  the  old  m^aps  of  subsistence,  and 
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the  population  had  moved  offinto  the  next  vacant 
country,  and  had  moved  towards  this  disputed  terri- 
tory. It  was  a very  singular  feature  in  the  United 
States,  that  all  of  a sudden  the  supply  of  pine  timber 
had  failed  all  over  the  United  States;  from  the  way 
in  which  they  had  wasted  the  timber  they  had  wast- 
ed the  whole.  The  whole  of  this  disputed  ter- 
ritory, which  had  been  represented  as  of  no  value  at 
all,  was  filled  with  the  finest  and  mostabundant  quan- 
tity of  this  fine  timber  which  had  risen  immensely 
in  value.  Many  had  gone  there  to  obtain  it,  they 
saw  that  the  land  was  very  fine,  and  they  wanted  to 
go  and  settle  there,  and  hence  arose  the  increased  de- 
sire of  Maine  to  get  possession  of  this  country. 

In  such  a state  of  things  as  this,  it  was  perfectly 
obvious  that  collision  must  happen.  Numbers  of 
men  could  not  live  together  without  law,  and  they 
had  recourse  to  the  next  authorities;  and  when  one 
party  had  got  a decision  of  a British  magistrate,  the 
other  party  called  them  over  to  the  next  American 
station,  about  240  miles,  and  got  an  opposite  deci- 
sion, so  that  constant  squabbles  were  kept  up  by  this 
mode  of  governing  the  district.  It  must  be  obvious 
to  any  man  of  common  sense  that  that  state  of  things 
could  not  last  long  between  the  subjects  of  two  high- 
spirited  nations;  they  must  come  to  blows  at  last, 
and  the  government  must  take  up  the  quarrel.  But 
was  this  the  only  disputed  territory?  The  whole 
frontier,  for  1,500  miles  was  disputed — that  part  on 
which  we  joined  America  on  the  east,  and  in  which 
the  territory  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  was  in 
dispute;  a territory  equal  to  this  country.  He  had 
forgot' one  reason  which  made  the  people  of  Maine 
so  bent  on  having  this  country.  It  was  this  territo- 
ry which  furnished  the  whole  revenues  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  almost  the  whole.  The  greatest  reve- 
nue was  derived  from  the  sale  of  lands.  The  state 
of  Massachusetts  thought  it  was  their  property 
which  we  were  keeping  from  them,  and,  right  or 
wrong,  they  were  very  intent  on  keeping  possession 
of  what  they  thought  was  their  property. 

Upper  Canada  came  into  dispute  with  New  Hamp- 
shire next;  a great  portion  of  land  there  was  disput- 
ed between  us.  That  was  left  as  an  open  question. 
That  was  very  good  policy  on  the  part  of  America. 
The  Americans,  however,  had  no  idea  of  this  non- 
sense of  open  questions,  (hear);  and  what  had  the 
New  Hampshire  militia  done?  They  had  turned 
out  every  British  subject  who  had  got  property 
there,  and  kicked  them  out  of  the  territory,  and  En- 
glishmen were  to  be  seen  wandering  about  utterly 
dispossessed  of  their  lands.  The  states  of  Vermont 
and  New  York  had  a quarrel  with  us  about  the  pa- 
rallel of  latitude.  He  did  not  know  whether  that 
quarrel  was  settled  or  not.  The  only  thing  he  could 
state  was  a matter  of  fact,  that  the  quarrel,  as  it  was, 
had  left  every  title  of  land  along  that  strip  of  country 
under  dispute.  The  next  dispute  was  about  the  is- 
lands on  Lake  Superior;  but  he  trusted  that  dispute 
would  not  arise  till  four  or  five  years  hence,  when 
the  province  of  Wisconsin  was  inhabited.  Then 
another  very  important  question  arose  between  us 
and  the  United  States,  which  would  be  very  easily 
settled  now,  but  might  not  hereafter: — that  was  the 
dispute  about  the  Oregon  territory.  This  was  a 
matter  in  which  the  Americans  had  very  great  in- 
terest, and  in  which  they  complained  very  much  of 
our  encroaching  upon  them. 

Now,  he  would  ask,  was  it  prudent  to  allow  these 
disputes  to  exist  so  long?  He  said  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  house  to  take  every  measure  to  compel 
her  majesty’s  ministers  to  settle  these  disputes, 
which  had  remained  so  long  unsettled,  and  the  in- 
convenience of  which  they  had  so  long  experienced, 
that  those  horrors  of  war  the  noble  lord  had  describ- 
ed, might  be  avoided.  These  disputes  ought  to  be 
settled,  because,  by  leaving  them  open,  it  was  in 
every  way  bringing  on  quarrels.  He  wished,  be- 
fore he  sat  down,  to  say  one  thing,  which  he 
said  with  great  pain,  because  he  knew  the  kind  of 
awkwardness  it  was  for  a man,  in  any  case  when  his 
own  country  was  in  collision  with  foreigners  in  such 
ia  way  that  war  was  likely  to  be  the  consequence, 
jto  state  these  things  It  was  very  dangerous  and 
very  imprudent  for  the  citizen  of  one  country  to 
state  his  opinion  of  the  other  country;  nor  did  he 
mean  to  do  so  entirely.  He  believed  very  few  gen- 
tlemen of  that  house  had  really  attended  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  boundary  between  Maine  and  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Canada — such  was  the  way  in  which  they 
managed  their  foreign  business.  Circumstances  had 
induced  him  to  attend  to  it,  and  he  would  state  that 
he  had  never  met  one  Englishman,  who  had  read  the 
account,  who  did  not  agree  with  him  (Mr.  C.  Buller) 
in  saying,  that  whatever  might  be  the  claim  of  the 
Americans,  the  claim  set  up  by  the  British  govern- 
ment was  the  most  preposterous  and  absurd  that 
aver  was  heard  of  in  British  diplomacy. 

He  wished  to  be  particularly  guarded  in  not  let- 
ting it  be  supposed  that  he  thought  the  American 
claim  a just  one;  he  did  not  think  it  a just  one, 


(hear)  but  he  must  say,  taking  the  claim  advanced 
by  us  in  our  negotiation,  he  could  not  conceive  a 
rightful  cause  so  much  prejudiced  by  unjust  nego- 
tiations as  our  cause  had  been.  What  he  wanted  to 
call  the.  attention  of  the  house  to  was,  that  this 
was  a very  general  feeling  throughout  the  United 
States.  The  people  of  that  country  had  very  natu- 
rally attended  to  the  question;  they  had  a very 
strong  notion  about  it;  he  (Mr.  Buller)  did  not  say 
whether  they  were  right  or  wrong;  all  he  said  was, 
they  felt  very  strongly  on  the  subject.  The  feeling 
was  very  high  in  the  United  States,  and  it  was  a 
matter  that  would  not  admit  of  postponement  any 
longer.  If  we  intended  to  adhere  to  our  pretensions 
advanced,  we  ought  to  be  prepared  for  war  and  give 
up  the  idea  of  peace.  But  if  we  were  to  shrink 
from  the  horrors  of  war,  it  was  our  duty  to  see  in- 
stantly, and  without  delay,  that  negotiations  were 
established  on  a stable  and  fair  basis,  which  might 
secure,  not  only  our  rights  but  the  rights  of  the 
United  States.  That  security  alone  was  the  only 
secure  foundation  of  a permanent  peace  between  the 
two  nations.  (Hear). 

Lord  Palmerston  controverted  the  positions  of  Mr. 
Buller — vindicated  the  pretensions  of  Great  Britain 
to  the  disputed  territory — but  declared  in  the  strong- 
est terms  that  there  was  no  probability  of  a war  with 
the  United  States. 

After  a protracted  debate  the  vote  was  agreed  to. 

March  25.  Monday— In  the  house  of  lords  vis- 
count Melbourne  gave  notice  of  a motion  to  adjourn 
until  the  11th  of  April. 

March  26.  In  the  house  oflords  a number  of  pe- 
titions were  presented,  against  the  appointment  of 
lord  Ebrington  to  the  government  of  Ireland. 

Lord  Brougham  renewed  his  motion  for  returns 
respecting  the  Canadian  prisoners — which  were  or- 
dered. His  lordship  said: 

He  did  not  wish  to  press  the  subject  on  their  lord- 
ships,  or  to  raise  any  discussion,  farther  than  earn- 
estly to  call  the  attention  of  government  to  the  situa- 
tion of  those  prisoners.  In  consequence  of  what 
had  passed  last  night,  an  individual  had  called  on 
him  and  stated  how  deplorably  those  prisoners  were 
situated.  Some  of  them  were  men  who  had  held  a 
respectable  situation  in  society,  and  were  well  edu- 
cated; others  of  them  had  moved  in  a less  respecta- 
ble sphere  of  life;  but  they  were  all  of  them,  though 
political  offenders,  thrust  into  convict  ships,  amongst 
thieves,  swindlers  and  bad  characters  of  every  de- 
scription. He  did  hope  that  this  matter  would  be  se- 
riously considered,  and  that  a proper  distinction  and 
classification  would  be  made.  The  noble  and  learn- 
ed lord  said  he  should  take  that  opportunity  to  ex- 
press a fervent  and  earnest  hope  that  every  exertion 
would  be  made  by  her  majesty’s  government  to  set- 
tle our  differences  with  the  United  States  in  an  ami- 
cable manner,  and  to  avert  that  most  deplorable  and 
greatest  of  evils,  war. 

He  was.the  last  man  in  that  house  to  counsel  any 
course  to  the  government,  and  he  was  sure  if  he  did 
that  their  lordships  would  not  listen  to  it,  that  was 
calculated  in  any  way  to  lower  the  honor  or  charac- 
ter of  this  country;  for  lie  felt  how  infinitely  impor- 
tant it  was  that  we  should  maintain  that  great  name, 
and  that  warlike  character  all  over  the  world,  which, 
thanks  to  our  great  naval  and  military  heroes,  we 
had  achieved  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Through 
them  we  had  been  placed  in  the  proud,  commanding 
and  unquestioned  station  which  we  had  long  enjoy- 
ed; and  holding  which,  it  made  it  proper,  prudent 
and  safe  for  us,  without  any  possibility  of  reproach, 
without  having  our  honor  in  the  smallest  degree 
soiled,  or  tarnished,  or  reflected  on,  to  lower  as  much 
as  possible  our  demands,  in  order  that  we  might  se- 
cure, he  repeated,  without  blemish  to  our  honor,  the 
inestimable  blessing  of  peace.  It  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  ground  and  foundation  on  which  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  ought  to  take  their  stand.  He 
had  the  consolation  of  believing,  of  being  convinced 
that  we  were  undeniably,  clearly  and  manifestly  in 
the  wrong;  and  when  a man  or  a nation  was  in  the 
wrong,  to  acknowledge  error  did  not  make  the  case 
of  either  worse. 

The  marquis  of  Normanby  said  the  cases  referred 
to  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord  should  be  inquired 
into.  He  believed,  however,  that  every  thing  had 
been  regularly  done.  No  doubt  could  exist  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  trials  and  sentences  of  these  people. 
The  returns  required  should  be  laid  before  the 
house. 

In  the  house  of  commons  there  was  no  quorum. 

Both  houses  adjourned  on  the  27th — the  house  of 
lords  to  April  11th,  and  the  house  of  commons  to  the 
8th. 

Lord  John  Russell  gave  notice,  previous  to  the  ad- 
journment, that  the  measure  for  the  future  govern- 
ment of  Canada  would  be  brought  forward  on  the 
22d  April. 

It  was  reported  in  London  that  a fight  had  taken 
place  between  the  46th  and  82d  regiments,  station- 


ed at  Gibraltar,  in  which  lieut.  col._Campbell  of  the 
46th  was  killed. 

[The  London  Globe  says  there  is  not  a word  of 
truth  in  this  rumor.  There  had  been  a small  row 
between  two  parties  of  soldiers,  but  nothing  caUing 
for  more  than  the  application  of  ordinary  discipline.] 

The  vacant  pension  of  £2,000  per  annum  has  been 
conferred  on  lord  Glenelg. 

The  brouilleris  at  the  palace,  between  lad}1  Flora 
Hastings  and  the  queen,  has  given  rise  to  numerous 
publications,  one  of  which  is  signed  by  lady  Flora’s 
uncle.  Lady  Flora  is  33  years  old. 

France.  At  the  date  of  our  last  advices  from 
Paris,  March  25,  the  ministerial  crisis  still  continued. 
The  king  issued  an  ordinance,  on  the  24th,  postpon- 
ing the  meeting  of  the  chambers  from  the  26lh  of 
March  to  the  4th  of  April. 

On  the  23d  marshal  Soult  having  failed  in  his  ef- 
fort to  construct  a cabinet  without  M.  Thiers,  waited 
on  the  king  to  throw  up  his  mission.  The  Due  de 
Broglie  was  then  sent  for  by  the  king,  but  again  de- 
clined entering  into  any  cabinet.  It  was  reported 
that  after  this  the  king  sent  for  M.  Thiers,  and  that 
the  result  of  their  interview  was  an  agreement. 

The  trial  of  Marsaud  and  Raymond,  of  the  ship 
Alexandre,  on  the  charge  of  murdering  the  captain 
and  several  others,  and  feloniously  taking  the  vessel 
to  the  United  States,  had  commenced  at  Brest*  and 
had  been  going  on  two  days  when  the  last  accounts 
reached  Paris.  Marsaud  had  made  a full  confession, 
alleging,  however,  that  he  took  no  part  in  the  mur- 
der, and  that  Raymond  was  the  instigator  and  pro- 
jector of  the  crime. 

IMPORTANT  FROM  VERA  CRUZ. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bultettin,  April  22. 

The  arrival  at  the  Balize  of  the  United  States 
brig  Consort,  has  brought  advices  from  Vera  Cruz 
as  late  as  the  10th  iust.  the  day  of  her  sailing.  By 
letters  received  by  her,  we  learn  that  a fire  broke 
out  in  the  custom  house  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  6th 
instant,  by  which  merchandisze  valued  at  a million 
of  dollars  was  destroyed.  Among  the  property 
consumed,  was  one  thousand  packages  of  goods 
belonging  chiefly  to  German  and  English  merchants. 
Admiral  Baudin  sent  a detachment  of  sailors  to  the 
succor  of  the  inhabitants,  and  it  was  chiefly  by  the 
aid  thus  furnished  that  the  flames  were  at  last  ex- 
tinguished. 

The  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa  was  delivered 
up  by  the  French  to  the  Mexican  authorities  on  the 
9th  inst.  An  express  reached  Vera  Cruz  on  the  8th 
inst.  bringing  intelligence  that  general  Mexia,  with 
1000  men,  was  marching  on  the  city  on  his  way 
from  Tuspan,  and  had  reached  within  the  distance 
of  fifteen  miles.  Great  consternation  prevailed 
among  the  inhabitants,  who  supposed  that  the  gar- 
rion  would  join  the  invaders,  and  their  city  thus 
fall  into  the  possession  of  an  enemy.  In  the  fol- 
lowin'1- letter,  addressed  to  the  collector  of  this  port 
very  interesting  particulars  are  stated. 

Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  of  America, 

Vera  Cruz,  8 th  April , 1839. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  communicate  the  grati- 
fying intelligence,  that  the  castle  of  “San  Juan  de 
Ulloa”  at  this  place,  and  which  for  some  months 
has  been  in  possession  o(  the  French,  was  yester- 
day restored  to  the  Mexicans. 

The  troops  of  vice  admiral  Baudin,  commanding 
the  naval  force  of  the  French  for  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co, evacuated  this  fortress  at  an  early  hour  yester- 
day morning,  when  the  government  troops  under 
command  of  general  Herrero,  resumed  possession, 
under  a display  of  the  national  flag,  and  the  dis- 
charge of  artillery,  and  in  which  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  of  all  nations  in  port,  (save 
the  French)  united  in  salutes  of  gratification. 

The  French  commander  has  withdrawn  his  fri- 
gate the  Neirade,  with  a part  of  his  fleet,  to  “Green 
Island,”  a short  distance  without  the  harbor,  and 
where  for  the  present  they  are  at  anchor.  1 he  re- 
mainder of  his  naval  force  is,  for  the  most  part, 
still  at  Sacrificios.  It  is  understood  that  he  intends 
quitting  the  coast  in  the  course  of  a few  days,  and 
also  that  her  Brittanic  majesty’s  force  is  likewise 
soon  to  depart  for  the  north. 

An  express,  it  is  said,  arrived  here  this  morning 
from  the  capital  by  which  it  is  stated  that  general 
Mexia,  at  the  head  of  a force  oi  1000  men,  more  or 
less,  left  Tuspan  on  the  2d  instant,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  making  a descent  upon  this  town,  and  is  now 
hourly  expected  to  show  himself. 

Should  the  report  prove  true,  and  he  have  cour- 
age enough  to  attack  the  town,  I have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  he  will  meet  with  a warm  reception. 
The  troops  so  far  as  I have  seen,  appear  in  good 
condition,  and  commanded  by  gallant  and  experi- 
enced officers,  and  who,  I have  the  best  reason  to 
believe,  will  make  good  their  defence,  and  faith- 
fully discharge  their  duty  to  themselves  and  coun- 
try. 
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Among  the  many  calamities  that  seem  of  late  to 
have  befallen  this  city,  I have  to  notice  this  time, 
the  conflagration  of  the  custom  house,  a fine  and 
spacious  building,  with  all  its  contents.  It  took 
fire  by  some  unknown  cause  in  the  course  of  last 
night,  and  at  daylight  was  found  to  be  almost  whol- 
ly in  flames,  and  has  contiued  to  burn  throughout 
the  gieater  part  of  this  day. 

The  loss  to  the  mercantile  community,  the  foreign 
merchants  principally,  is  heavy,  and  cannot  be  es- 
timated at  less  than  half  a million  of  dollars,  and 
the  building  itself  is  valued  at  nearly  the  same. 
The  French,  English  and  Germans,  having  mer- 
chandise there,  are  said  to  be  the  heaviest  loosers. 
I am  not  aware  that  any  citizen  of  the  United  States 
has  suffered  seriously  by  the  disaster. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Consort,  William  H.  Gardner, 
lieut.  com’t.  by  which  I forward  this,  carries  away 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
($250,000)  for  account  of  our  friends  at  your  city, 
and  at  New  York,  and  with  which  I hope  he  may 
arrive  in  safety.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with 
great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  BURROUGH. 

James  W.  Breedlove,  esq. 
collector  of  the  customs,  New  Orleans. 

STILL  LATER  FROM  VERA  CRUZ. 

The  captain  of  the  barque  Tina.mara,  who  left 
Vera  Cruz  on  the  13th  instant,  reports  that  the 
French  fleet  (including  admiral  Baudin’s  ship), 
excepting  five  vessels,  were  to  sail  from  Vera  Cruz 
on  the  same  day,  touching  at  Tampico  and  Ha- 
vana. The  English  squadron  still  remained  watch- 
ing the  movements  of  general  Mexia’s  troops  who 
were  reported  about  fifteen  leagues  north  of  that 
port — the  British  commodore’s  ship  Madagascar 
having  taken  on  board  the  specie  and  valuables  of 
British  subjects  ami  foreigners  of  any  nation  who 
desired  that  their  property  should  be  thus  protect- 
ed, in  case  the  federal  party  should  land  and  attack 
the  city. 

The  loss  by  the  destruction  of  the  custom  house, 
had  been  ascertained  to  be  $ 1,500,000 , which  would 
principally  fall  upon  French  and  German  mer- 
chants. 

A conducta  from  the  interior  had  arrived  on  the 
12th  with  $ 3,000,000 — its  destination  unknown. 


VIRGINIA  BANKS. 

An  act  concerning  the  banks  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Virginia,  passed  April  14,  1839. 

By  it  the  banks  are  relieved  from  the  penalties  and 
forfeitures  incurred  by  their  failure  to  pay  specie, 
and  their  charters  are  restored. 

It  provides  that  if  the  bank  of  Virginia,  the  Far- 
mers’ bank,  and  the.  Valley  bank  accept  the  provisions 
of  (he  act  increasing  the  banking  capital  of  1837,  as 
modified  by  it,  they  shall  not  discount  to  any  amount 
exceeding  twice  their  capital. 

The  benefits  of  this  act  and  the  act  of  1S37,  above 
named,  are  denied  to  the  bank  of  Virginia  and  the 
Farmers’  bank,  if  they  fail  to  accept  the  provisions 
ofthose  acts  within  sixty  days  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  and  the  same  benefits  are  denied  to  the°Val- 
ley  bank,  unless  it  accept  those  provisions  within 
lour  months  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  bank  accepted  as  above,  is  not  required  to 
change  the  number  of,  or  mode  of  appointing  its  di- 
rectors. 

The  bank  of  Virginia  is  authorised  to  increase  its 
capital  to  $,'600,000.  The  Farmers’  bank  to  increase 
its  capital  $735,000,  (being  an  increase  in  each,  in 
addition  to  that  authorised  by  the  act  of  1827).  The 
branches  to  be  established  and  the  increase  to  be  dis- 
tributed according  tr.  the  act  of  1837,  and  the  remain- 
der to  bo  retained  in  Richmond. 

The  bank  of  Virginia  is  required  to  increase  the 
capital  of  its  branch  at  Buchanan  $100,000  out  of 
the  $600,000. 

The  15th  section  of  the  act  of  1837  is  repealed. 

The  treasurer  is  required  after  the  first  of  June, 
1342,  (if  the  banks  accept)  to  deposile  one-third  of 
the  public  moneys  in  the  bank  of  Virginia,  and  one- 
third  in  the  Farmers’  bank,  and  one-third  in  the 
branch  ot  the  Exchange  bank  in  Richmond;  and  if 
only  one  accepts,  then  one-half  in  the  bank  so  ac- 
cepting and  the  other  half  in  the  Exchange  bank, 
and  if  neither  accepts,  then  the  whole  in  the  Ex- 
change bank. 

When  the  Virginia  bank,  the  Farmers’  bank  and 
the  Valley  bank,  or  either  of  them,  accept  according 
to  the  condition  of  this  act,  the  treasurer  is  required 
to  subscribe  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  for 
the  stock  in  each  or  either  of  them  authorised  so  to 
be  subscribed  by  the  act  of  25th  March,  1837;  and  to 
pay  for  such  subscriptions  out  of  the  money  hereto- 
fore loaned  the  said  banks  by  the  state. 

1 he  bank  of  the  Valley  is  authorised  to  increase 
its  capital  $159,000;  is  required  to  establish  the 
branches  heretofore  authorised,  and  to  increase  the 


capital  of  its  branch  at  Warrenton  (authorised  by  the 
a,ct  of  1S37,  with  a capital  of  135,000)  $15,000. 

If  the  bank  of  Virginia  shall  accept,  or  in  case  it 
refuse, if  the  Farmers’  shall  accept,  the  terms  of  the 
act  before  named  and  establish  the  branch  at  Ports- 
mouth with  a capital  of  $175,000  by  the  1st  of  July 
next,  the  bank  so  establishing  such  branch  shall  not 
be  required  to  furnish  the  other  sum  of  $175,000 
until  the  first  of  July  1840. 

The  Exchange  bank  is  authorised  to  increase  its 
capital  $200, 000,  on  condition  that  the  same  be 
made  by  individual  subscription,  and  that  the  bank 
establish  a branch  at  Falmouth,  in  Stafford  county, 
with  that  capital,  by  the  1st  day  of  July,  1840,  or  as 
soon  as  $100,000  shall  have  been  subscribed  and 
paid  for. 

The  banks  accepting  are  required  to  class  all 
applications  for  discounts  into  three  classes  thus: 
1st,  notes  of  $1,000  and  under;  2d,  notes  of  $1,000 
and  not  exceeding  $10,000;  3d,  notes  of  $10,000 
and  not  exceeding  $20,000.  A list  of  such  appli- 
cations, the  names  of  the  parties  thereto,  and 
amounts  with  the  decisions  thereon,  is  required  to 
be  kept.  The  bank  of  Kanawha  is  also  subject  to 


robbers,  murderers  and  incendiaries  are  those  enu- 
merated, as  proper  to  be  surrendered.  Following 
the  analogy  thus  suggested,  the  provision  in  our 
constitution  it  would  seem  should  be  construed  to 
embrace  similar  cases  only,  except  perhaps  those 
offences  which  arise  from  an  abuse  of  the  same  con- 
stitutional provision — that  provision  must  be  guarded 
with  the  utmost  care  or  it  will  become  intolerable. 

I do  not  think  the  circumstances  of  the  case  be- 
fore me  are  of  such  grave  import,  or  the  offence  it- 
self of  such  high  grade,  as  to  justify  the  requisition 
desired.  The  power  given  by  the  constitution  ought 
not  to  be  cheapened,  nor  applied  to  trifling  offences, 
nor  indeed  to  any  that  was  not  originally  contem- 
plated. I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, [Signed]  J.  C.  SPENCER. 

Secretary  of  stale. 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CASE. 

From  the  United  Stales  Gazette. 

A gentleman  of  the  bar,  in  whose  prudence  we 
have  great  confidence,  has,  at  our  request,  supplied 
us  with  a notice  of  the  case  which  closed  yesterday. 

_ It  will  be  seen  that  the  verdict  of  the  jury  is  for  the 

these  provisions,  and  further,  is  relieved  from  the  ^ relators,  or  new  school.  The  counsel  for  the  re- 
requirements of  he  classification  on  the  provisions  I spondents  (or  old  school)  moved  fora  new  trial, 
in  its  act  of  incorporation-  1 IN  THE  supreme  court. 


Limit  of  indebtedness.  No  individual  or  firm  is 
allowed  to  be  indebted  to  any  one  bank,  as  drawer 
or  acceptor,  a greater  amount  than  $50,000. 

Ten  and  five  dollars  prohibition.  All  laws  which 
prohibit  the  issue  and  circulation  of  notes  under 
$5,  are  declared  in  force,  and  applicable  to  notes 
under  $10,  but  the  circulation  of  notes  under  $10 
by  all  others  except  the  banks  which  isssued  them  is 
authorised. 

If  the  Farmers’  bank  and  the  Virginia  bank  refuse 
to  accept  the  acts  before  mentioned,  and  the  Mer- 
chants’ and  Planters’  bank  ot  Lynchburg  shall  go 
into  operation,  the  law  declares  that  it  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  this  act  arid  that  of  1837. 


REQUISITIONS  UPON  GOVERNORS. 

From  the  Albany  Argus. 

A good  deal  of  misapprehension  seems  to  prevail 
on  the  subject  of  the  power  of  the  executive  to  make 
requisitions  upon  governors  of  other  states.  As  it  is 
a matter  of  considerable  importance,  we  have  ob- 
tained a copy  of  a correspondence  between  gover- 
nor Seward  and  the  secretary  of  state,  in  which  this 
question  is  briefly  discussed.  It  commends  itself  to 
general  attention. 

Albany,  March  8,  1839. 

H.  R.  Curtis,  district  attorney  of  Orleans  co.': 

Dear  sir:  The  complaints  against  Nathan  Ald- 
riteh  and  John  Aldritch,  are  not  deemed  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  justify  me  in  granting  a requisition  upon 
the  governor  of  Illinois.  The  reasons  will  be  found 
in  the  annexed  correspondence  between  the  secreta- 
ry of  state  and  myself.  I am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed]  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Albany,  March  5,  1839. 

The  secretary  of  state. 

Dear  sir:  In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the 
attorney  general,  I am  under  the  necessity  of  asking 
your  advice  upon  the  within  application  for  a requi- 
sition upon  the  governor  of  Illinois  for  the  delivery 
of  John  Aldritch  and  Nathan  Aldritch,  who  are  in- 
dicted for  certain  frauds.  While  the  power  to  de- 
mand fugitives  from  justice,  embraces  every  grade 
of  crime,  you  are  aware  that  it  is  to  be  exercised 
with  a sound  discretion.  It  has  not,  as  far  as  I am 
informed,  been  exercised  in  any  case  of  mere  fraud. 
I do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  extend  or  cheapen  it. 
Pray  give  me  your  opinion  upon  the  present  case. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

[Signed]  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

(Copy.) 

Secretary’s  office,  March  6,  1S39. 
His  excellency  gov.  Seward. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  request  in  your  letter  of  the 
5th  instant,  I have  examined  the  papers  in  support 
ot  the  application  for  a requisition  upon  the  gover- 
nor of  Illinois,  for  the  delivery  of  John  Aldritch  and 
Nathan  Aldritch,  I have  very  great  doubts  whether 
the  indictments  charge  any  offence,  as  they  appear 
to  me  defective  in  some  essential  averments;  and  in 
reference  to  the  nature  of  the  offence  for. which  it 
was  intended  to  indict  the  Aldritch’s,  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  not  of  such  a character  as  to  justify  the  in- 
terposition of  your  excellency  in  the  manner  desired. 
The  constitutional  provision  under  which  requisi- 
tions may  be  made  by  the  governor  of  one  state  upon 
the  governor  of  another,  was  a substitute  for  the 
principle  recognised  by  the  law  of  nations,  by  which 
one  sovereign  is  bound  to  deliver  to  another,  fugi- 
tives who  have  committed  certain  offences.  These 
offences  are  of  (he  deepest  g»ade  of  criminality,  and 


Before  lion.  Molton  C.  Rogers  and  a special jury. 
Commonwealth. — At  the  suggestion  of  James  Tod, 

John  R.  Neff,  F.  A.  Raybold,  George  W.  McClel- 
land, William  Darling  and  Thomas  Fleming. 
Ashbel  Green,  Thomas  Bradford,  Solomon  Allen, 

Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  and  William  Latta,  not 

summoned. 

Information  in  the  nature  of  quo  warranto,  and  or- 
dered by  the  supreme  court  to  a jury  to  try  ques- 
tions of  fact  to  inform  the  conscience  of  the  court. 

The  proceeding  in  this  interesting  cause  is  found- 
ed upon  the  statutory  power  given  to  the  supreme 
court,  declaratory  of  the  common  lawr,  by  act  of  as- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania,  passed  14th  of  June,  1836, 
entitled  “an  act  relating  to  writs  of  quo  warranto 
and  mandamus.”  That  act  provides  that  the  writ 
of  quo'  warranto  may  issue  in  a designated  descrip- 
tion of  cases,  among  which  is  the  present,  viz:  “In 
case  any  question  shall  arise  concerning  the  exer- 
cise of  any  office  in  any  corporation  created  by  au- 
thority of  law,”  &c.  and  “in  case  any  association  or 
number  of  persons  shall  exercise  any  of  the  fran- 
chises or  privileges  of  a corporation  within  the  re- 
spective county  without  lawful  authority.” 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1838,  on  relation  of  the  com- 
plainants, it  was  suggested  to  the  supreme  court  that 
the  defendants  were  since  the  24lh  May,  1838,  ex- 
ercising and  did  still  exercise  the  franchises  and  pri- 
vileges of  corporators  without  lawful  authority,  viz: 
the  franchises  and  privileges  of  trustees  of  a certain 
corporation  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  “trus- 
tees of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  the  United  States  of  America;”  that  on 
said  24th  of  May,  1838,  the  relators  were  duly  elect- 
ed trustees  of  said  corporation  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  assembly  of  the  28th  of  March, 
1799,  incorporating  said  body;  but  notwithstanding 
said  election  the  defendants  still  usurped  said  office, 
and  praying  for  process  of  law,  &c.  On  the  31st  of 
July,  1838,  the  defendants  put  in  separate  answers: 
that  of  Ashbel  Green  asserted  that  he  was  one  of  the 
original  trustees  and  had  ever  since  acted  as  such; 
and  denying  the  election  of  the  relators,  and  claim- 
ing that  his  right  as  trustee  had  never  been  vacated, 
determined  or  abridged;  and  that  of  Thomas  Brad- 
ford, alleging  that  on  the  27th  of  May,  1822,  he  was 
duly  elected  by  the  general  assembly  a trustee,  and 
had  ever  since  acted  as  such;  also  denying  the 
election  of  the  relators  and  asserting  his  present 
right. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  1838,  the  relator  replied 
to  the  plea  of  Ashbel  Green,  that  true  it  was  he  was 
originally  a trustee  of  the  general  assembly,  but  that 
by  the  act  of  incorporation,  the  corporate  body  had 
power  to  change  one-third  of  the  whole  body  of  18 
trustees,  as  often  as  they  should  hold  their  sessions, 
and  that  in  exercise  of  such  authority,  said  body  did 
on  the  17th  of  May,  1838,  at  an  assembly  held  in 
this  city,  duly  elect  James  Tod  in  place  of  the  said 
Ashbel  Green,  and  the  said  James  Tod  accepted  said 
office,  and  thereby  the  said  general  assembly  avow- 
ed, disfranchised  and  discharged  the  said  Ashbel 
Green,  &c.  and  thus  replied  to  the  plea  of  Thomas 
Bradford,  in  like  form  alleging  that  George  W. 
McClelland  was  duly  elected  in  his  place,  &c.  In 
like  form,  the  relator  asserted  that  Thomas  Flem- 
ing  was  elected  in  lieu  of  Cornelius  C,  Cuyler,  and 
William  Darling  in  lieu  of  Solomon  Allen,  Wil- 
liam Latta  was  not  summoned,  and  his  right,  oppos- 
ed to  that  ofF.  A.  Raybold,  is  only  incidentally  in 
question.  In  the  pleadings  the  several  parties  ap- 
pealed to  the  country,  viz:  a jury  trial,  and  the  is- 
sue of  fact  became  ripe  for  a trial  on  (he  7th  of  No- 
vember, 1S38, 


150 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  4,  1839— MR.  RIVES’  AMENDMENT. 


Accordingly,  a jury  was  empannelled  on  the  2d 
Monday  of  March,  1839,  and  charged  to  enquire  of 
the  matters  of  fact  contested  in  the  pleadings.  The 
relator3  were  represented  on  the  trial  by  Josiah 
Randall,  W.  M.  Meredith  and  George  Wood,  esqrs. 
— the  defendants  by  F.  W.  Hubbell,  J.  R.  Ingersoll, 
John  Sergeant,  and  W.  C.  Preston,  esqrs. 

The  fact  of  the  cause  covered  much  ground,  and 
were  extracted  from  the  course  and  proceedings  of 
the  general  assembly  during  a long  period  of  years, 
but  the  most  striking,  interesting  and  important 
points  of.  consideration  were  the  excision  of  May, 
1837,  and  the  secession  of  May,  1S38. 

It  seems  that  the  organization  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  as  to  government,  is  this: — -First,  the  session 
composed  of  pastor  and  elders,  who  enjoy  a life  te- 
nure; next,  in  rank  the  presbytery,  consisting  of  all 
pastors  and  one  elder  from  each  session,  within  a 
particular  district;  next,  still  higher,  the  synod  com- 
posed of  a number  of  presbyteries,  not  less  than  three 
within  a prescribed  district,  in  which,  as  in  the  Pres- 
bytery, the  pastors  and  one  elder  from  each  session 
hold  seats;  and  last,  the  higher  tribunal,  is  the  gene- 
ral assembly,  composed  of  pastors,  and  delegated  el- 
ders from  all  the  presbyteries. 

In  1803  the  presbyteries  of  Oneida,  Albany  and 
Columbia,  N.  Y.  composed  the  synod  of  Albany.  In 
1812,  this  synod  having  increased  in  numbers,  was 
divided  into  two  synods,  called  Albany  and  Geneva. 
In  1821  the  synod  of  Geneva  was  parted,  and  its 
presbyteries  oif  Niagara,  Genesee,  Rochester  and 
Ontario  were  formed  into  the  synod  of  Genesee.  In 
1825  the  synod  of  Pittsburg  was  divided,  and  its 
Ohio  presbyteries  of  Grand  river,  Portage  and  Hu- 
ron was  constituted  the  synod  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. In  1829,  the  Albany  synod  again  yielded  to 
a division,  and  its  western  presbyteries  of  Ogdens- 
burg,  Waterloo,  Oswego,  Oneida  and  Ostego  became 
the  synod  of  Utica.  The  four  important  synods  so 
much  in  question,  thus  created,  were  the  synods  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  Geneva,  Genesee  and  Utica. 

The  Presbyterian  church,  as  in  almost  all  other 
religious  communities,  encountered  internal  disputes 
on  doctrine,  and  ranged  themselves  into  parties, 
called  the  new  and  old  school;  this  has  been  until 
recently  a division  of  opinion,  not  feeling,  and  kindly 
conducted  on  both  sides.  The  general  assembly,  at 
various  times,  had  a majority  of  either  party.  From 
1831  to  1835,  inclusive,  the  old  school  prevailed.  In 
1836  the  new  school  was  in  the  majority.  In  1837 
the  old  school  party  had  a superiority  of  numbers, 
and  in  the  session  of  the  general  assembly  of  that 
year  a resolution  calling  the  excinding  measure  was 
passed.  This  vote  cut  off  from  the  church  the  four 
synods  of  the  Western  Reserve,  Geneva,  Genesee 
andUtica.  These  synods  contain  599  churches,  and 
not  quite  so  many  pastors;  their  representatives 
were  of  the  new  school  party.  The  ground  of  this 
excision  was  connected  with  the  opinions  or  faith  of 
those  synods,  and  the  question  of  unconstitution- 
ality of  the  plan  of  union  of  1801  between  the  gene- 
ral assembly  and  the  church  of  Connecticut. 

In  May,  1838,  the  annual  session  of  the  general 
assembly  commenced,  and,  as  might  be  expected, 
the  process  of  excision  caused  great  difficulties. 
Delegates  from  the  excinded  synods  presented  their 
credentials  to  the  usual  officers,  the  clerks,  who  de- 
clined to  enrol  their  names.  The  moderator  of  the 
ast  session.  Dr.  Elliott,  took  his  seat  in  the  assem- 
ly,  held  in  the  Seventh  Presbyterian  church,  ac- 
cording to  the  usual  form.  Dr.  Patton,  of  New 
\rprk,  offered  resolutions;  the  moderator  declared 
them  out  of  order;  he  appealed,  and  the  moderator 
made  the  same  decision  as  to  his  appeal.  Dr.  Elli- 
cott,  after  the  report  clerks,  inquired  if  any  delegates 
weN  "resent  whose  names  had  been  omitted.  Dr. 
Mason,  of  N.  Y.  well  presented  the  commissions 
from  the  excinded  districts,  and  was  decided  by  the 
chair  to  be  out  of  order.  He  appealed,  and  that  was 
also  declared  to  be  irregular.  The  rev.  Mr.  Cleve- 
land, of  Michigan,  then  moved  that  Dr.  Beman,  of 
N.  Y.  be  appointed  moderator  pro  tern,  and  put  the 
question  to  the  assembly.  The  ayes  were  general, 
there  being  but  few  negatives;  but  whether  the 
voting  was  universal  was  disputed.  At  this  time 
reat  confusion  occurred — much  noise — and  the  evi- 
ence  was  contradictory  upon  the  opportunity  and 
the  generality  of  voting,  and  the  conduct  of  the  re- 
spective parties.  The  moderator  thus  chosen.  Dr. 
Beman,  proceeded  to  organize  in  the  usual  manner, 
and  the  body  of  new  school  delegates,  including  the 
excinded  portions,  adjourned  to  the  FirstPresbyterian 
church,  and,  among  other  business,  elected  the  six 
gentlemen  named  as  relators  to  the  office  of  trustees. 
The  remaining  bodies  also  organized  and  transacted 
business. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  offer  opinions,  or  adopt  the 
evidence  on  either  side,  but  merely  to  furnish  an 
intelligible  view  of  the  points  of  controversy,  and 
the  history  of  the  events  which  have  involved  them. 


The  charge  of  the  judge  ruled  the  law  in  favor 
of  the  relators  in  emphatic  language.  He  held  the 
exciding  resolution  to  be  unconstitutional  and  void, 
and  on  the  question  of  organization  he  charged  the 
jury  that  if  the  delegates  were  prevented  from  hear- 
ing the  question  or  voting  by  the  clamors,  art,  or 
measures  of  the  new  school  party  or  the  audience, 
then  the  Dr.  Beman  assembly  was  irregularly  form- 
ed, and  the  relators  must  fail  in  this  issue;  but  if  they 
believed  that  the  confusion  was  the  act  of  the  de- 
fendants, or  those  who  supported  the  Dr.  Elliott 
house,  then  they  could  take  no  advantage  of  their 
own  wrong  act,  and  the  verdict  must  be  for  the 
plaintiffs. 

The  jury  retired  for  a few  minutes  and  returned  to 
the  court  a verdict  of  guilty  against  the  defendants. 

The  discussion  to  the  jury  was  ably  conducted  by 
Messrs.  Meredith  and  Wood  for  the  plaintiffs,  and 
by  Messrs.  Ingersoll  and  Preston  for  the  defendants. 
The  leading  counsel  for  the  relators,  Josiah  Randall, 
esq.  was  their  original  counsel  and  legal  adviser  du- 
ring 1837,  and  yielded  the  prominent  position  in  the 
argument  to  which  he  was  entitled,  in  order  to  open 
the  cause  of  the  plaintiffs  to  the  jury;  it  is  spoken 
of  as  a masterly  effort.  The  evidence  of  the  de- 
fendants was  fully  opened  by  F.  W.  Hubbell,  esq. 

The  consequences  of  the  judgment  upon  this  ver- 
dict will  be  according  to  the  11th  section  of  the  act 
of  1835:  “If  any  person,  &c.  be  found  or  adjudged 
guilty  of  usurping  or  intruding  into,  or  unlawfully 
holding  or  exercising  the  office,  franchise,  privilege 
or  power  mentioned  in  such  writ,  the  court  shall 
give  judgment  that  sifch  defendant  be  outed  and  al- 
together excluded  from  such  office,  franchise,  privi- 
lege or  power,  and  that  the  commonwealth,  or  party 
suing  such  writ,  as  the  case  may  be,  recover  C03ts 
from  the  defendant.” 

It  is  understood  that  the  law  laid  down  by  judge 
Rogers  will  be  considered  by  the  court  in  bank  on  a 
motion  for  a new  trial. 


AMENDMENT 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Rives  to  the  bill  (S.  258)  “more 
effectually  to  secure  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  officers  and  agents  of  the  government,  and  to 
punish  public  defaulters,”  viz  : Strike  out  all  af- 
ter the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  the  following  : 
That  hereafter  all  payments  of  public  dues,  of 
whatsoever  character  or  description  the  same  may 
be, (postages  and  custom-house  fees  only  excepted), 
shall,  wherever  practicable,  be  made  by  adeposite 
of  the  same,  by  the  person  from  whom  the  same 
shall  or  may  be  due,  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  in  some  solid  and  substantial 
bank  situated  in  the  district  in  which  they  are  pay- 
able ; and  that  no  payment  of  the  public  dues  (ex- 
cept as  herein  before  mentioned)  made  in  any  other 
manner,  shall  be  deemed  a valid  discharge  of  the 
debtor’s  obligation  or  Iiabitity  to  the  government. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  to  adopt  such  measures  and  to  estab- 
lish such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  necessary 
to  carry  into  effect  this  law,  and  to  report  all  such 
measures,  rules,  and  regulations,  to  congress  at  its 
ensuing  session. 

Sec.  2.  And.  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  where  the  duties  upon  imports  or  tonnage  are 
required  by  law  to  be  paid  in  cash,  whenever  an 
entry  on  such  goods  shall  have  been  completed,  and 
the  amount  of  duties  on  such  entry  shall  have  been 
ascertained  according  to  law,  or  whenever  it  is  found 
to  be  impracticable  to  ascertain  at  the  time  of  such 
entry  the  exact  amount  of  duties  due  thereon,  and 
the  same  shall  have  been  arranged  by  estimation,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  issue  duplicate 
certificates  of  the  amount  of  duties  so  ascertained  or 
estimated  to  be  due  on  such  entry,  which  certificate 
shall  contain  a statement  of  the  name  of  the  ship  in 
which  such  importation  was  made,  the  name  of  the 
person  making  such  entry,  the  date  thereof,  and  the 
amount  of  duty  due,  or  estimated  to  be  due,  thereon, 
which  certificates,  in  duplicate,  shall  be  counter- 
signed by  the  naval  officer,  who  shall  record  the 
same  in  his  office : and  the  said  certificate  so  being 
completed,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  person  making 
such  entry,  who  shall  forthwith  take  the  same  to  the 
bank  designated  in  said  certificate  ; and  the  said 
person  shall  then  and  there,  leaving  one  of  the  said 
certificates  with  the  said  bank,  deposite  in  the  said 
bank  the  amount  so  stated  to  be  due  in  said  certifi- 
cate to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States ; and  the  bank  officer  receiving  such  depo- 
site shall  endorse  on  the  back  of  said  certificate  a 
receipt  for  the  amount  of  such  deposite,  which  cer- 
tificate so  endorsed  shall  be  returned  to  the  collec- 
tor issuing  the  same,  who  shall  thereupon  deliver  to 
the  person  making  such  entry  a permit  for  the  goods 
described  in  such  entry,  or  such  other  receipt  or 
acquittance  therefor  as  is  by  law  required;  and  in 
the  case  of  the  payment  of  an  estimated  demand  of 


duty,  whenever  the  exact  amount  due  shall  have 
been  ascertained  and  fixed  according  to  law,  if  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  issue  to  the  person  • 
who  made  such  entry,  and  who  may  be  entitled  to 
receive  the  excess  if  any,  of  duty  paid  on  such  entry, 
certificates  in  duplicate  of  the  amount  of  such  ex- 
cess, which  certificate  shall  correspond  in  number 
with  the  certificate  of  deposite,  shall  be  countersign- 
ed by  the  naval  officer,  recorded  in  his  office,  and 
then  delivered  to  the  person  entitled  to  the  same, 
who  shall  present  the  same  to  the  bank  aforesaid, 
which  bank  shall  forthwith  pay  the  amount  thereof, 
and,  retaining  one  of  the  said  certificates,  shall  re- 
turn the  other  stamped  as  paid  to  the  collector 
aforesaid,  by  the  hands  of  the  person  who  shall  have 
presented  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  banks,  of  the  said  collector,  and  of 
the  said  naval  officer,  respectively,  to  make  weekly 
returns  of  the  said  certificates  of  deposite  and  of  pay- 
ments, together  with  an  abstract  thereof,  to  the  first 
auditor  of  the  treasury,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  on 
receiving,  to  examine  and  compare  the  same,  and 
thereupon  to  state  an  account  with  the  said  bank, 
and  also  with  the  said  collector,  in  relation  to  said 
deposites  and  payments. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That,  in  all 
cases  in  which  by  law  the  duties  are  secured  to  be 
paid  by  bond,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to 
deposite  for  collection  the  duty  bonds,  heretofore 
and  hereafter  to  be  taken,  in  a bank  designated  for 
the  purpose  as  aforesaid,  and  that  whenever  any  such 
bond  shall  be  paid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  bank 
holding  such  bonds  to  carry  the  amount  paid  thereon 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector,  on  depositing 
said  bonds,  to  prepare  abstracts  of  said  bonds,  so  to 
be  deposited,  in  triplicate,  one  of  which  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  naval  officer,  and,  after  being  compared 
with  said  bonds,  shall  be  recorded  by  him  ; another 
shall  be  delivered  with  the  said  bonds  to  the  said 
bank,  and  the  other  shall  be  retained  by  the  said  col- 
lector, and  recorded  in  his  office  ; and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  bank,  of  the  said  collector,  and  also 
of  the  said  naval  officer,  respectively,  to  make  month- 
ly returns  of  such  abstracts  to  the  first  auditor  of  the 
treasury,  who  shall  examine  and  compare  the  same, 
and  therefrom  state  an  account  with  the  said  bank, 
and  the  said  collector ; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  bank  to  make  weekly  returns  of  the  bonds  so 
deposited,  which  may  be  paid  at  maturity,  and  also 
of  the  said  bonds  as  are  put  in  suit,  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  directed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  fees- 
on  making  entry,  and  all  other  fees  due  and  payable 
according  to  law,  at  the  several  custom  houses,  shall 
be  received  by  the  cashier  thereof,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  keep  an  exact  account  thereof,  and,  with 
a copy  of  said  account,  to  deposite,  from  day  to  day, 
the  amount  of  fees  so  received  by  him,  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  a bank  de- 
signated for  that  purpose,  and  to  nrake  weekly  re- 
turns to  the  collector  and  naval  officer,  of  the  amount 
of  fees  so  received  and  deposited  by  him  ; and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  endorse  on  each  entry 
the  amount  of  fees  due  and  payable  thereon,  which 
endorsement  shall  be  transferred  by  the  naval  officer 
to  a book  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose  ; and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  bank  aforesaid  to  distin- 
guish, in  its  returns  to  the  treasury  of  its  account, 
the  sums  so  received,  from  time  to  time,  for  fees  ; and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  make  weekly 
returns  to  the  first  auditor  of  the  treasury  of  the 
amount  of  fees  so  endorsed  on  the  said  entry. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  bank,  in  which  said  bonds  shall  be 
deposited  for  collection,  whenever  a bond  shall  not  be 
paid  at  maturity,  forthwith,  and  without  delay,  to  de- 
liver the  same  to  the  district  attorney  of  the  U.  States 
for  the  district  in  which  the  said  bank  is  situated,  to 
be  put  in  suit ; and,  upon  so  delivering  said  bond,  to 
take  from  the  said  attorney  triplicate  receipts  of  the 
same,  one  of  which  shall  be  sent  by  the  said  bank  to 
the  collector  from  whom  he  received  the  said  bonds, 
one  shall  be  sent  to  the  first  auditor  of  the  treasury, 
and  the  other  shall  be  retained  by  the  said  bank ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  attorney,  on 
receiving  said  bond,  to  send  to  the  first  auditor,  and 
to  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  respectively,  an  ab- 
stract of  such  bond  so  delivered  to  him ; and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  auditor,  on  receiving  said  re- 
ceipt and  abstract,  to  compare  the  same,  and  to  give  to 
the  collector  credit  for  such  bonds  so  put  in  suit,  and 
to  open  an  account  with  said  district  attorney,  charg- 
ing him  with  the  amount  of  said  bond  so  delivered 
to  him  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  district  attorney,  in  all  cases  where 
payment  shall  be  offered  to  be  made  in  any  suit 
brought,  or  directed  to  be  brought,  by  him  on  any 
bond,  or  for  any  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  or  other 
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demand  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  deliver  to 
the  person  who  proposes  to  pay  the  same  a certificate, 
in  triplicate,  containing  the  title  of  the  suit,  a brief 
statement  of  the  demand,  the  date  thereof,  and  the 
amount  due  thereon ; and  the  person  to  whom  the 
said  certificates  are  delivered  shall,  on  the  day  of  the 
date  thereof,  take  the  same  to  the  bank  designated  in 
said  certificate,  and  then  and  there  deposite  in  the  said 
bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  the  amount  stated  to  be  due  in  said  certificate ; 
and  the  officer  of  said  bank  shall  endorse  on  said  cer- 
tificate a receipt  for  the  amount  so  deposited,  and, 
retaining  one  of  said  certificates,  shall  deliver  the 
others  to  the  person  producing  the  same,  who  shall 
forthwith,  retaining  one  of  the  said  certificates,  redeli- 
ver the  other  to  the  district  attorney  Who  issued  the 
same ; and  the  said  district  attorney  shall,  on  receiving 
the  said  certificate  endorsed  as  aforesaid,  dismiss  the 
said  suit ; and  no  suit  instituted  shall  be  suspended 
oi  dismissed  until  such  certificate,  so  endorsed,  shall 
be  returned  to  the  district  attorney  as  aforesaid ; and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  bauk | to  make  weekly 
returns  to  the  first  auditor  of  the  treasury  of  all  such 
certificates,  with  the  receipts  endorsed  thereon  ; and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  district  attorney,  whene- 
ver such  certificates  shall  be  returned  to  him  as 
aforesaid,  to  send  to  ,the  first  auditor  of  the  treasury 
a true  copy  thereof,  to  the  end  that  his  account  may 
be  credited  with  the  amount  of  the  bond,  or  other 
debt  so  paid,  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That,  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  pay  any 
money  for  salaries  of  officers,  for  the  incidental  ex- 
penses of  custom-houses,  or  receivers’  offices,  or  for 
any  other  purpose  whatsoever,  (certificates  of  de- 
benture and  bounty  only  excepted,  as  hereinafter  di- 
rected), unless  the  same  shall  be  regularly  drawn 
from  the  treasury  on  warrants  issued  under  appro- 
priations made  by  law;  and  all  money  so  drawn, 
and  not  paid  directly  to  some  person  having  a claim 
against  the  government,  shall  be  placed  by  the  head 
of  the  department  or  other  person  under  whose  su- 
perintendence or  by  whom  it  is  to  be  disbursed, 
(when  practicable),  in  some  bank  designated  for 
that  purpose,  to  the  credit  of  the  officer  or  other  per- 
son who  is  to  disburse  the  same,  whose  disburse- 
ments whenever  it  can  be  done,  shall  be  only  made 
by  checks  drawn  on  the  said  deposite  to  the  order  of 
the  person  receiving  the  same,  specifying  the  parti- 
cular object  or  purpose  for  which  each  is  drawn  : 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  bank,  on  which  the 
said  checks  shall  be  drawn,  to  make  weekly  re- 
turns of  the  checks  so  drawn  and  paid,  together  with 
a copy  of  the  account  of  such  officer  or  other  person 
with  the  said  bank,  to  the  proper  accounting  officer 
of  the  treasury  department,  to  the  end  that  the  same 
may  be  examined  and  compared,  and  that  the  ac- 
count of  such  officer  or  person  may  be  promptly  and 
truly  stated  and  adjusted. 

Sec.  9.  And  6’  it  farther  enacted,  That  whenever 
any  certificate  of  debenture  or  bounty  shall  become 
due  and  payable,  according  to  law,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  collector  to  endorse  on  said  certificate  an 
order  on  the  bank  in  which  the  public  moneys  are 
deposited  for  his  district,  directing  the  payment  of 
the  same  ; and  upon  the  presentation  of  the  said  or- 
der, countersigned  by  the  naval  officer,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  bank  to  pay  the  amount  thereof,  and 
to  charge  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  in  account  with  the  said  bank;  and  that  the 
said  certificate,  with  the  endorsement  thereon,  be- 
fore it  shall  be  delivered,  or  be  a valid  order  for  pay- 
ment, shall  be  countersigned  by  the  naval  officer,  and 
recorded  in  his  office  ; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  bank,  ol  the  said  collector,  and  of  the  said  na- 
val officer,  respectively,  to  return  weekly  abstracts 
ot  all  certificates  of  debenture  and  bounty,  so  paid 
as  aforesaid  ; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
bank,  from  time  to  time,  upon  the  settlement  with 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  of  his  account  with 
the  said  bank,  to  return  the  said  original  certificates, 
with  the  orders  of  payment  endorsed  thereon,  to  the 
first  auditor  of  the  treasury,  that  the  same  may  be 
examined  and  compared  by  him  with  the  returns  of 
the  said  naval  officer  and  collector  ; and  further,  that 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  collector  and  naval 
officer  to  make  weekly  returns  of  all  certificates  of 
debenture  and  bounty  issued  by  them,  which  said 
returns  shall  contain  a statement  of  the  amount  to  be 
paid  on  said  certificate,  the  number  thereof,  and  the 
name  of  the  person  to  whom  the  same  is  made  pay- 
able. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  any 
officer  mentioned  or  referred  to  in  this  act,  shall  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  make  such  returns  as  are  herein  re- 
quired to  be  made,  and  truly  and  diligently  to  per- 
for  n the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  head  of  department  to  which  the 
duties  of  the  said  officer  appertain,  forthwith  to  re- 
port such  neglect  or  refusal  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States;  and  if  such  neglect  or  refusal  shall 


not  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  the  said  officer 
shall  forthwith  be  removed  from  office,  and  such 
other  legal  remedies  shall  be  applied  as  the  case  may 
warrant ; and  if  any  bank  in  which  the  public  mo- 
ney may  be  deposited,  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  make  the  returns  required  by  this  act  to  be 
made,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment to  which  such  returns  are  required  to  be  made, 
forthwith  to  report  the  same  to  the  president,  who, 
if  such  neglect  or  refusal  shall  not  be  satisfactorily 
accounted  for,  shall  cause  the  public  money  deposited 
in  such  bank  to  be  removed  therefrom. 


SWARTWOUT  DEFALCATIONS. 
Report  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  chosen 
by  ballot,  by  the  house  of  representatives,  January 
17  and  19,  1839,  on  the  subject  of  the  defalcations 
of  Samuel  Swartwout  andothers,  and  the  correct- 
ness of  the  returns  of  collectors  and-  receivers 
of  the  public  money;  also,  the  report  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee. 

[continued  from  page  143.] 

Receiver’s  office,  Vandalia,  Nov.  16, 1834. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo  has  been  re- 
ceived, in  relation  to  my  not  having  deposited  the 
public  moneys  in  my  hand  at  the  time  specified  by 
the  law  on  that  subject,  as  well  as  by  your  instruc- 
tions. When  the  bank  of  Louisville  rescinded  her 
contract  with  the  department,  I waited  a consider- 
able time  for  advice  from  the  department  how  I 
should  act;  receiving  no  instructions,  I went  on  to 
make  a deposite,  in  the  branch  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  at  St.  Louis,  of  eight  thousand  dollars, 
of  which  I advised  you.  I then  received  your  in- 
structions to  continue  to  deposite  in  the  bank  of 
Louisville;  shortly  after  which  I received  your  cir- 
cular of  August  the  6th,  to  pay  over  to  any  credi- 
tors of  the  United  States  that  I might  have  confi- 
dence in;  and  shortly  after,  your  instructions  to 
deposite  in  the  Saving  institution  of  Louisville. 
Your  circular  instruction,  under  date  of  the  6th  of 
August,  was,  and  is,  considered  a matter  of  great 
importance  to  the  people  of  this  section,  particu- 
larly as  there  are  no  banks  nearer  than  St.  Louis 
and  Louisville.  And  under  that  circular,  I have 
paid  over,  to  the  orders  of  captain  Ogden,  several 
thousand  dollars;  and  sent  you,  with  my  last  month- 
ly return,  his  receipt  for  three  thousand  dollars;  and 
have  continued  to  pay  to  his  order  from  time  to  time 
for  which  he  has  promised  to  request  drafts  in  his 
favor  on  me  hereafter. 

You  have  ordered  that  ray  accounts  with  the  de- 
partment be  closed  on  the  first  of  the  next  month. 
I shall  be  compelled  to  beg  your  indulgence  until 
the  last  of  the  month,  at  which  time  the  quarter 
will  end;  which  will  give  me  time  to  see  captain 
Ogden;  and  to  settle  my  accounts  with  him.  The 
payments  made  by  me,  and  to  the  order  of  captain 
Ogden,  have  been  of  great  importance  to  all  who 
had  moneys  due  them  from  the  road;  as  they  re- 
ceived their  money  instead  of  checks  on  distant 
banks;  and  if  I have  acted  contrary  to  your  circu- 
lar, it  shall  be  my  business  to  iepair  any  injury  that 
the  government  may  have  sustained,  by  my  future 
conduct,  which  shall  be  governed  by  your  instruc- 
tions. I am,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  yourobe- 
dient  servant,  WM.  LINN,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  December  4,  1834. 
Sir:  Allow  me  to  inquire  why  it  is  that  your 
letter  of  the  16th  ultimo  is  entirely  silent  as  to  your 
neglect  to  comply  with  the  positive  directions 
contained  in  a letter  from  the  department  dated  23d 
June  last,  and  that  you  still  neglect  to  pay  over  the 
public  money  in  your  hands,  or  to  furnish  the  state- 
ment as  required  by  my  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo, 
and  a statement  of  your  advances  to  colonel  Ogden. 
I am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Wm.Linn,  esq.  receiver  of  public  money,  Vandulia,  IU. 

Treasury  department,  February  12,  1835. 
Sir:  Although  it  has  pleased  the  piesident  un- 
der the  explanations  given,  notwithstanding  your 
past  neglect  in  some  cases  to  deposite  the  public 
moneys  as  required  by  law  and  the  instructions  of 
the  department,  to  renominate  you  for  the  office  of 
receiver  of  public  money  at  Vandalia,  and  your 
nomination  has  been  confirmed,  yet  it  is  not  to  be 
inferred,  from  this  evidence  of  his  regard,  that  any 
future  omission  in  this  respect  can  be  overlooked. 
Once  for  all  then,  I would  inform  you  that  a strict 
observance  of  the  regulations  of  the  department,  for 
the  periodical  deposite  of  the  public  money,  and  the 
transmission  of  your  accounts  and  returns,  are  pa- 
ramount duties, the  neglect  of  which  will  be  report- 
ed for  the  action  of  the  executive.  I am,  fee. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
William  Linn,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Vandalia,  Illinois. 


Receiver’s  office,  Vandalia,  March  18,  1835. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  instructions,  and  advising  me 
of  my  reappointment,  has  been  received.  I flatter 
myself  that  you  are  now  satisfied  that,  although  I 
may  have  erred  in  the  payment  of  the  government 
money  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  it  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  purest  motives, 
and  not  with  a wish  or  intention  to  infringe  upon 
the  required  duties  of  my  office.  From  the  vouch- 
ers furnished  you,  it  will  be  shown  that,  since  the 
month  of  September  last,  I have  paid  $15,000. 
This,  a3  well  as  the  balance  in  my  hands,  has  al- 
ways been  paid  over  to  the  order  of  the  superin- 
tendent, before  I received  any  voucher  from  him, 
which,  consequently,  placed  my  accounts  behind. 
Those  payments  were  made  by  me  under  the  pre- 
sumption that  I would  be  sustained  by  your  circu- 
lar of  the  6th  of  August  last;  and  betore  doing  so, 
I had  consulted  my  friends  here,  (including  a num- 
ber of  my  securities),  who  coincided  with  mein 
the  construction  of  that  circular;  and  further  con- 
cluded, that  by  making  those  payments  I was  do- 
ing the  public  a service,  and  would  not  incur  your 
dissatisfaction.  The  phraseology  of  the  superin- 
tendent’s receipts  never  corresponded  with  my  own 
on  the  subject,  as  they  represented  or  purported 
that  the  moneys  paid  by  me  were  to  be  expended  for 
the  use  of  the  Cumberland  road,  instead  of  stating, 
as  they  should  have  done,  that  they  had  been  expend- 
ed for  that  purpose.  For,  permit  me  to  remark  to 
you,  sir,  that  the  moneys  were  always  paid  long 
enough  before  1 received  the  vouchers;  consequent- 
ly, my  arrears  appeared  large,  when,  in  fact,  I had 
but  an  inconsiderable  fund  on  hand  belonging  to 
the  government.  The  citizens  and  laborers  on  the 
road  looked  upon  this  arrangement  as  one  of  the 
best  that  could  be  adopted.  The  hands  were  gene- 
rally paid  in  specie,  which  they  invariably  prefer- 
red: they  might  otherwise  have  been  paid  in  checks 
on  the  bank  of  Louisville— a result  to  them,  per- 
haps, not  the  most  agreeable,  as  the  intercourse  be- 
tween this  and  that  place  is  inconsiderable,  and 
consequently,  a loss  would  have  been  the  conse- 
quence to  the  laborer. 

The  last  payment  from  captain  Ogden  to  me  wa9 
in  a check  of  $5,000,  drawn  at  Louisville,  on  his 
way  to  Washington  city.  He  has  not  as  yet  return- 
ed: when  he  does  I will  close  my  accounts  with  him 
and  pay  over  no  more  moneys  without  a special  or- 
der from  you  to  that  effect.  My  duty  I will  en- 
deavor to  fulfil.  I would  beg  leave  to  refer  yop  to 
my  letter  addressed  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Taney,  in 
reference  to  the  $8,000  deposited  by  me  in  the 
branch  bank  of  the  United  States  at  St.  Louis.  I 
never  received  any  communication  from  him  while 
in  office,  except  a circular  under  date  of  the  20th  of 
November,  1833,  directing  all  future  deposites  to 
be  made  in  the  bank  of  Louisville.  That  bank  de- 
clined receiving  government  moneys  on  deposite. 
I waited  to  hear  from  the  secretary,  to  know  how  I 
should  act  on  the  occasion:  and  the  sums  were  ac- 
cumulating on  my  hands,  increasing  the  responsi- 
bility of  their  safe-keeping.  I was  prompted  to 
assume  a further  responsibility,  by  making  the  de- 
osite  in  the  branch  bank  of  the  United  States  at 
t.  Louis,  and  addressed  him  an  explanatory  letter 
to  that  effect,  to  which  1 never  received  any  reply; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  day  the  senate  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  acted  on  his  nomination,  that  I received 
a communication  from  him  calling  my  attention  to 
my  duty,  without  suggesting  any  place  of  deposite 
for  the  sum  above  specified,  and  without  noticing 
the  contents  of  my  letter  to  him  in  reference  to  the 
$8,000  which  I had  already  deposited. 

I have  determined  to  accept  the  office  you  have 
tendered  me,  although  I had  been  nominated  by  the 
governor,  and  confirmed  by  the  senate,  to  the  most 
responsible  office  in  the  state  of  Illinois — that  of 
canal  commissioner  and  treasurer  of  the  board.  At 
the  solicitation  of  my  fellow  citizens  of  this  district 
I have  declined  the  appointment  conferred  upon  me 
by  the  state,  and  shall  enter  on  the  duties  of  receiv- 
er as  soon  as  I file  my  bond,  which  will  be  in  the 
course  of  a few  days.  ’ My  securities  living  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  state,  and  the  district  judge  and 
attorney  being  residents  of  Kaskaskia,  a distance  of 
100  miles,  will  occasion  some  little  delay  in  the 
approval  and  transmission  of  my  bond. 

Flattering  myself  that  this  letter  may  prove  satis- 
factory, I have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great 
respect,  you  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  LINN. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Receiver’s  office,  Vandalia,  May  31,  1835, 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  my 
account  current  for  the  month  ending  this  day,  I 
would  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  communication 
you  will  receive  from  William  J.  Brown,  esq.  ex- 
aminer of  the  land  office  here,  for  an  explanation 
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of  the  cause  which  has  prevented  me  from  making 
a deposite  of  the  public  moneys  at  the  expiration  of 
the  present  month.  The  roads  throughout  the 
state  have  been  rendered  impassable  by  frequent 
and  heavy  rains. 

On  the  termination  of  the  present  quarter,  I shall 
make  a deposite  of  all  the  public  moneys  I may 
have  received.  I have  the  honor  to  remain,  with 
great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  LINN,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  November  30,  1835. 
Sir:  Your  monthly  duplicate  returns  for  the 
months  of  August,  September  and  October,  have 
not  been  received.  The  frequent  occasions  on 
which  it  becomes  necessary  to  notice  the  neglect 
of  receivers  in  this  respect,  suggest  a resort  to  some 
more  effectual  remedy  than  mere  complaint.  Hence, 
as  a means  of  enforcing  a strict  attention  to  this 
duty,  I shall  report  any  future  omission  in  this  re- 
spect for  the  action  of  the  executive,  unless  satisfac- 
tory reasons  are  assigned  for  the  neglect.  The  re- 
turns in  arrear  are  expected  to  be  transmitted  forth- 
with. lam&c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Receivers  of  public  money 

at  Galena,  Rlinois  and  Tallahassee,  Florida. 

Receiver’s  office,  Vandalia,  Dec.  31,  1835. 
Sir:  In  my  last  letter,  I promised  to  close  my 
accounts  with  the  department  on  this  day.  Cir- 
cumstances beyond  my  control  have  prevented  it, 
for  which  I hope  satisfactory  reasons  have  been 
given  by  my  friends.  Captain  Ogden  being  absent 
From  his  office  has  prevented  me  from  obtaining 
from  him  a receipt  for  $ 6,3S3  paid  over  to  his  or- 
der. You  will  observe  from  captain  Ogden’s 
receipts  that  the  moneys  had  been  paid  over  pre- 
vious to  my  obtaining  from  him  the  receipts.  I 
have  now  on  hand,  and  am  paying  it  over  daily,  the 
sum  of  $1,611  of  public  moneys.  My  friends  at 
Washington  have  received  letters  upon  this  subject 
from  gentlemen  here,  which  I hope  will  prove  sa- 
tisfactory.  I have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great 
respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  LINN,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  February  4,  1836. 
Sir:  Your  returns  for  the  months  of  October, 
November  and  December,  have  not  been  received. 

I regret  that  there  should  be  any  occasion  to  notice 
the  neglect  or  accident  (as  the  case  may  be)  in  this 
important  duty;  and  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to 
inform  you  that,  unless  your  future  returns  are  re- 
ceived at  the  department  within  the  month  next 
succeeding  that  for  which  the  return  is  rendered,  it 
will  place  me  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
reporting  the  fact  to  the  executive,  in  order  to 
comply  with  the  general  rule  in  this  class  of  cases. 
Iam,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  at  Palmyra , Missouri,  October,  November 
and  December;  Edwardsville,  Illinois,  November  and 
December;  Quincy,  Illinois,  November  and  December; 
Shaumeetown,  Illinois,  October,  November  and  Decem- 
ber; Cuhaba,  Alabama,  November  and  December;  St. 
Stephen’s,  Alabama,  November  and  December;  Colum- 
bus, Mississippi,  November  and  December;  Mount 
Salus,  Mississippi,  November  and  December;  Helena, 
Arkansas,  December;  Washington.  Arkansas,  De- 
cember; Zanesville,  Ohio,  December;  Vincennes,  In- 
diana, December;  Chicago,  Illinois,  December;  Galena, 
Illinois,  December;  Vandalia,  Illinois,  December;  Tus- 
caloosa, Alabama,  December;  Augusta,  Mississippi, 
December ; Chocchumi,  Mississippi,  December;  New 
Orleans,  Ouachita  and  St.  Helena,  Louisiana,  Decem- 
ber; Green  Bay,  Michigan,  December;  Batesville,  Ar- 
kansas, December. 

Receiver’s  office,  Vandalia,  Feb.  26,  1836. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  has  been  re- 
ceived, in  which  you  complain  of  my  returns  for 
December  not  having  been  received.  I will  refer 
you  to  the  commissioner’s  office  for  my  reasons  for 
the  returns  not  having  been  forwarded  at  the  usual 
time,  and  I hope  they  may  prove  satisfactory.  I 
have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  WILLIAM  LINN,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  July  25,  1836. 
Sir:  I am  in  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  covering  your  account  current  for  the  month 
of  June,  with  two  certificates  of  deposite;  one  of 
which  bears  date  on  the  30th  of  said  month.  1 
wish,  therefore,  to  be  informed  why  the  entire 
amount  of  money  on  hand  at  the  time  the  last  de- 
posite was  made  was  not  included  in  it;  the  balance 


appearing  by  your  account,  not  deposited,  amounts 
to  $15,129  04,  which  I have  to  request  may  be 
forthwith  placed  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States.  I am,  very  respect- 
fully, &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

William  Linn,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Vandalia,  Illinois. 

Treasury  department,  November  3, 1837. 
Sir:  Observing  that  large  sums  of  money  receiv- 
ed by  you  in  payment  for  public  lands  still  remain 
in  your  hands,  I have  to  request  that  you  will  let 
me  know  why  the  same  are  not  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer  in  the  state  bank  of  Missouri,  at 
St.  Louis.  I am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money  Vandalia,  Illinois. 

Treasury  department,  December  8,  1S37. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  announcing 
the  death  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  register  is  received. 
Again  it  becomes  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  subject  of  my  former  letters  in  reference  to  the 
deposite  of  the  public  money;  and  to  inform  you 
that  if,  by  return  of  mail,  evidence  is  not  received 
of  your  having  complied  with  the  requirements  of 
my  letters  of  16th  August  and  3d  November,  it  will 
be  my  unpleasant  duty  to  report  your  neglect  to  the 
president  and  to  recommend  your  removal  from 
office.  Iam,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
William  Linn,  esq.  receiver,  Vandalia,  Illinois. 

Treasury  department,  January  26, 1838. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  is  received, 
and  your  resignation  is  accepted  by  the  president. 

I regret  that  so  large  a balance  stands  unadjusted 
in  you  bands,  and  trust  that  certificates  of  deposite 
for  the  amount  with  the  bank  of  Missouri  will, 
without  delay,  be  forwarded  here.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  treasury. 
William  Linn,  esq.  Vandalia. 

(Balance  due  from  Mr.  Linn,  fifty-five  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and  six  cents, 
($55,962  06)]. 

5. — Correspondence  with  W.  P.  Harris,  receiver  at 
Columbus. 

CIRCULAR  TO  RECEIVERS  OF  PUBLIC  MOKEY. 

Treasury  department,  January  15,  1834. 
Sir:  Many  of  the  receivers  of  public  money  hav- 
ing failed  to  observe  that  part  of  the  general  in- 
struction of  the  department,  dated  1st  of  May,  1831, 
which  relates  to  the  endorsement  therein  required 
to  be  made  on  the  receipts  given  by  them  in  pay- 
ment for  public  lands,  and  omitted  to  furnish  state- 
ments of  the  aggregate  amount  received  in  each 
description  of  funds  in  each  month,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  regula- 
tion referred  to,  and  to  insist  upon  its  strict  observ- 
ance, as  well  during  the  public  sales  as  at  the  time 
of  private  entries.  In  performance  of  this  duty,  it 
is  essentially  necessary  that  the  endorements  should 
exhibit  the  amount  received  in  the  funds  of  each 
bank,  and  that  the  monthly  statement  should  afford 
like  information  in  regard  to  the  aggregate  receipts 
of  each  month.  As  the  existing  instructions  given 
for  the  regulation  of  your  conduct  in  the  receipt  of 
bank  notes  in  payment  for  public  lands  authorise 
you,  under  circumstances  of  well  founded  distrust, 
to  discontinue  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  the  state 
banks  at  any  time,  it  is  not  proposed  to  make  any 
change  in  the  instructions  which  have  heietofore 
governed  you  in  the  receipt  or  refusal  of  such 
notes. 

I would,  however,  enjoin  upon  you  a vigilant  at- 
tention to  the  interests  involved  in  the  authority 
thus  given  you,  and  the  exercise  of  a sound  discre- 
tion in  the  use  of  it. 

I take  the  occasion  to  advert  to  the  necessity  of  a 
prompt  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  de- 
partment in  regard  to  the  deposite  of  the  public  mo- 
neys, and  a punctual  observance  of  the  instructions 
which  relate  to  your  monthly  returns.  I am,  &c. 

Ri  B.  TANEY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Columbus,  (Miss.)  February  13,  1834. 
Dear  sir:  Enclosed  you  will  find  a certificate  of 
deposite  from  Wm.  B.  Winston,  cashier  of  the  of- 
fice of  the  Planters’  bank  at  this  place,  for  the  sum 
of  thirty-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-one 
dollars  and  eight  cents,  which  has  been  placed  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States.  I 
have  heretofore  enclosed  you  the  following  certifi- 
cates ofdeposites,  and  have  not  received  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  same.  -I  would  be  glad  you  would 
acknowledge  the  same  in  your  next.  To  wit: 


Certificate  of  deposite  from  S.  Sprague, 
cashier  Planters’  bank,  dated  October 
30,  1833,  for  $10,800  73 

One  ditto  November  25,  1833,  for  2,971  16 

One  ditto  November  30,  1833,  lor  8,300  00 

One  ditto  December  23,  1833,  lor  197,768  51 

One  ditto  from  W.  B.  Winston,  cashier 
of  Planters’  bank,  dated  January  11, 

1834,  for  75,996  80 

Certificate  enclosed  35,281  08 


$331,118  23 

Your  circular  dated  the  15th  ultimo  is  received. 

I shall  strictly  attend  to  the  same.  It  was  not  prac- 
ticable for  me  to  make  the  endorsements  during  the 
land  sales,  and  since  that  time  I have  been  so  very 
busy  making  out  my  returns  that  I have  not  been 
able  to  attend  to  it.  Respectfully,  yours, 

W.  P.  HARRIS,  receiver. 

To  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  February  7,  1834. 

Sir:  It  has  been  represented  to  this  department 
that  some  of  the  receivers  of  public  money  in  Mis- 
sissippi have  been  engaged  in  trading  on  the  bank 
notes  they  receive  in  payment  of  public  lands,  by 
exchanging  them  for  bank  notes  of  inferior  value. 

I hope  that  there  may  be  some  mistake  in  this  bu- 
siness, as  it  is  my  duty  to  state  to  you  that  such 
conduct  would  be  regarded  by  this  department  as  a 
gross  violation  of  official  duty,  and  be  treated  ac- 
cordingly. But,  as  such  a statement  has  been  made 
from  the  most  respectable  authority,  I must  ask 
whether  you  have  engaged  in  any  such  use  of  the 
public  money  received  by  you;  and  request  a 
prompt  answer  to  this  inquiry.  1 am,  &c. 

R.  B.  TANEY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  of  public  money  at  Augusta, 

Salus,  Washington,  Choccliuma  and  Columbus. 

Receiver’s  office,  Columbus,  (Mississippi), 
February  26,  1834. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  7th  instant  is  at  hand.  I pre- 
sume that  the  charge  of  changing  the  public  moneys 
for  other  of  less  value  was  not  made  in  relation  to 
myself.  If  it  was,  I must  plead  guilty  in  this  much: 
that  1 have,  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers, 
exchanged  money  to  suit  that  section  of  country  to 
which  they  were'going;  but  in  no  instance  have  I 
ever  taken  any  money  but  what  wa3  receivable  in 
payment  oflands.  To  this,  I think,  the  register  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  certify.  I am,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  HARRIS,  receiver. 

Columbus,  February  26,  1834. 

I have  perused  the  above  communication,  and, 
as  reference  is  made  to  me,  I have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  facts  therein  set  forth  are  perfectly 
in  accordance  with  truth,  so  for  as  my  knowledge 
extends.  Respectfully, 

WILLIAM  DOWNING,  register. 

Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  March  6,  1834. 

Sir:  The  several  certificates  ot  deposites  referred 
to  in  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo  were  received 
in  due  course.  As  the  acknowledgment  of  such 
papers  and  returns  addressed  to  the  department 
would  greatly  add  to  the  business  of  the  office,  it 
has  not,  on  that  account,  been  usual  to  do  so.  When 
not  advised  to  the  contrary,  it  inay  be  presumed 
they  have  been  received;  and,  in  regard  to  the  re- 
turns which  are  required  to  be  rendered,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  advise  you  that  those  for  the  months  of 
November,  December  and  January,  are  in  arrear; 
and  to  say  to  you  that  a strict  and  punctual  observ- 
ance of  this  duly  is  indispensable.  I ara,  &c. 

R.  B.  TANEY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

W.  P.  Harris,  esq.  receiver  public  money,  Columbus,  Miss. 

Treasury  department,  March  17,  1834. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  ulti- 
mo, and  have  only  to  say  that  the  department  can- 
not approve  any  exchange  whatever  in  the  money 
received  bv  you;  that  which  is  received  must  be 
deposited.  I am,  8tc.  R.  B.  J ANEY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

W.  P.  Harris,  esq.receiver public  money,  Columbus,  Miss. 

Treasury  department,  March  25,  1834. 

Sir:  The  department  having  received  no  month- 
ly returns  showing  the  transactions  of  your  office 
from  the  month  of  October  last,  I have  thought  pro- 
per to  inform  you  that,  as  a means  of  enforcing  a 
strict  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  de- 
partment, in  respect  to  this  duty  I shall  not  hesi- 
tate to  report  the  case  for  the  action  of  the  execu- 
tive, should  the  neglect  be  continued.  I am,  &c. 

R.  B.  TANEY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

W.  P.  Harris,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus,  Miss. 
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Treasury  department.  May  19,  1834. 
Sir:  Lest  the  letter  ot'  which  the  enclosed  is  a 
duplicate  may  have  been  miscarried,  I have  thought 
it  proper  to  transmit  a copy,  and  again  to  call  your 
attention  to  its  requirements.  1 am,  8cc. 

R.  B.  TANEY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Receivers  of  public,  money , 

Augusta,  Mount  Salus,  Columbus,  Clioccliuma. 

Receiver’s  office,  Columbus,  (Miss.)  June  6,  1834. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  19th  ultimo  is  received;  and, 
in  reply,  I only  have  to  say  that  my  monthly  ac- 
counts current  for  the  months  of  November  and 
December,  1833,  and  for  the  months  of  January, 
February,  March  and  April,  1S34,  were  forwarded 
you  in  due  time;  and  why  you  have  uot  received 
them  1 am  unable  to  account  for,  unless  it  is  owing 
to  a failure  in  the  mails;  they  were  regularly  for- 
warded you  and  to  the  commissioner  of  Ihe  gene- 
ral land  office,  and  mailed  in  the  post  office  at  this 
place.  My  monthly  account  current  for  this  month 
is  now  ready,  and  only  wants  a comparison  with 
the  register’s  register  of  receipts,  which,  when  com- 
pared, will  be  forwarded.  Respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  P.  HARRIS, 

Receiver  of  public  money  at  Columbus,  Bliss. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  February  6,  1835. 
Sir:  I regret  that  there  should  be  occasion  for 
again  calling  your  attention  to  the  omission  to  ren- 
der your  monthly  duplicate  returns  to  this  office  for 
the  months  ol  November  and  December,  (those  be- 
ing in  arrear),  and  to  remind  you  that  punctuality 
in  this  respect  is  indispensable.  I am,  See. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

W.  P.  Harris,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus,  Miss. 

CIRCULAR. 

Treasury  department,  February  2S,  1835. 
Sir:  It  has  been  intimated  to  the  department  that 
a practice  prevails  at  some  of  the  land  offices  of 
permitting  entries  and  issuing  certificates  of  pur- 
chase without  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money 
at  the  time  of  the  entry.  Such  a practice  being 
unauthorised  and  highly  reprehensible,  I have 
deemed  it  proper  to  make  known  to  you,  that  if  it 
has  been  tolerated  by  you,  it  must  immediately 
cease;  and  any  repetition  of  it  hereafter,  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  department,  will  receive 
prompt  and  exemplary  notice. 

1 cannot  omit  the  occasion  to  impress  upon  you 
the  necessity  of  a strict  attention  to,  and  punctual 
compliance  with,  the  duties  required  of  you  in  re- 
gard to  the  prompt  deposite  of  the  public  moneys, 
and  the  transmission  of  your  accounts  and  returns; 
and  to  say  to  you  that  the  performance  of  those  du- 
ties must  be  regarded  as  paramount  to  all  other  in 
your  official  station.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  of  public  money  at  Cahaba,  Huntsville, 
Montgomery,  St.  Stephen’s,  ■ Augusta , Clioccliuma, 
New  Orleans,  Ouachita,  Demopolis.  Mardisville, 
Spuria,  Tuscaloosa,  Columbus,  Washington,  Ope- 
lousas, and  St.  Helena. 

Treasury  department , March  17,  1S35. 
Sir:  Having  received  no  monthly  duplicate  re- 
turn of  the  transactions  of  your  office  since  that  for 
the  month  of  October  last,  it  becomes  my  unpleasant 
duty  to  call  your  immediate  attention  to  the  omis- 
sion. Allow  me  to  express  a hope  that  there  may 
be  no  further  occasion  to  remind  you  of  the  im- 
portance of  punctuality  in  the  transmission  of  these 
returns.  1 am,  &c.  LEYI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  of  public  money,  W.  P.  Harris,  Columbus, 
Mississippi;  R.  H.  Sterling,  Chocchuma,  Mississippi; 
B.  R.  Rodgers,  Opelousas,  Louisiana;  T.  Simpson, 
Demopolis,  Alabama.  [November  for  October  for  the 
two  last  named.] 

P.  S.  To  the  receiver  at  Opelousas:  Having  re- 
ceived no  evidence  of  your  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  my  letter  of  the  1st  November  last, 
I take  occasion  to  apprise  you  that,  unless  you  ex- 
hibit satisfactory  evidence  of  your  having  deposit- 
ed the  whole  of  the  public  money  in  your  hands  at 
the  time  of  such  deposite,  on  or  before  the  1st  of 
April  next,  I shall  be  under  the  disagreeable  neces- 
sity, in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,. to  report  your  ne- 
glect for  the  action  of  the  executive. 

Columbus,  April  1,  1S35. 
Dear  sir:  Your  favor  of  the  27th  March  was 
received  on  thi3  day.  The  reason  why  the  returns 
mentioned  in  your  communication  were  not  made, 
is  this:  that  we  have  not  had  the  necessary  blanks 
for  that  purpose;  and  also  the  interference  of  the 
public  laud  sales  at  this  office,  and  the  immense 
business  done  at  this  office  since  the  sales  have 
closed,  are  all  reasons  I shall  urge  for  the  delay  of 


such  returns.  I shall  make  them  so  soon  as  I can 
do  so.  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  HARRIS,  receiver. 

Receiver’s  office,  Columbus,  April  18,  1835. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  my  monthly  ac- 
count current  for  the  month  of  November,  1834, 
showing  a balance  of  $108,318  85.  You  will  dis- 
cover that  I have  neglected  to  give  an  account  of 
the  different  kinds  of  funds  received  that  month; 
there  was  such  a press  of  business  during  the  months 
of  November  and  December  that  I found  it  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  render  a correct  statement;  but  for  the 
future  I will  give  you  a correct  statement  of  the 
different  kinds  of  funds  received  in  each  month. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  P.  HARRIS,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  June  25,  1835. 

Sir:  Having,  in  a communication  addressed  to 
you  on  the  17th  of  March  last,  and  on  several  prior 
occasions,  urged  upon  you  the  indispensable  neces- 
sity of  a strict  attention  to  making  your  monthly 
returns,  and  finding  that  no  returns  have  been  re- 
ceived from  you  since  that  for  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber last,  it  becomes  my  unpleasant  duty  to  say  to 
you,  that  if  those  in  arrear  are  not  transmitted  by 
return  of  mail,  I shall  be  constrained  to  report  your 
neglect  for  the  action  of  the  executive.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus. 

Receiver’s  office,  Columbus,  (Miss.)  July  13,  1335. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  iny  monthly  ac- 
count current  for  the  month  of  December,  1834, 
showing  a balance  of  $385,067  83. 

The  returns  would  have  been  forwarded  you 
sooner;  but  not  having  been  furished  with  the  ne- 
cessary blanks,  which  we  could  not  procure  here,  it 
was  out  of  my  power. 

We  did  not  obtain  the  blanks  until  we  had  writ- 
ten the  third  time.  And,  in  addition,  the  press  of 
business  has  been  very  great  which  you  will  disco- 
ver by  our  returns.  Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  HARRIS,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  August  28,  1835. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  intimation  given  you  in 
iny  letter  of  the  20th  June,  it  has  become  my  disa- 
greeable duty  to  report  your  continued  neglect  to 
the  president;  who  has  instructed  me  to  say  to  you, 
that  if  the  monthly  returns  required  from  you  by 
the  regulations  of  the  treasury,  which  are  in  arrears, 
are  not  received  at  the  department  on  or  before  the 
10th  of  October  next,  you  will  then  be  dismissed 
from  office.  I am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Wiley  P.  Harris,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus,  Bliss. 

Columbus,  September  14,  1835. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  28th  of  August  is  before  me, 
in  which  you  state  “that  you  are  instructed  by  the 
president  to  say  that  if  my  monthly  returns  are  not 
made  by  the  10th  October,  I will  be  dismissed  from 
office.” 

All  I can  say  in  excuse  or  extenuation  of  my 
seeming  neglect  in  the  office,  is  the  great  press  of 
business,  which  will  the  more  fully  appear  by  refer- 
ence to  the  certificate  of  deposile.  I have  kept 
constantly  employed  in  the  office  three  clerks,  and 
I do  assure  you  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  keep 
the  business  up,  as  more  than  that  number  cannot 
be  employed.  Every  exertion  shall  be  made  to 
make  out  and  forward  the  returns  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. I ask  of  the  president  a suspension  of  remo- 
val for  a time,  until  correct  information  be  had  with 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  business  of  the 
office  has  been  conducted.  You  may  be  assured, 
sir,  that  the  money  is  regularly  deposited  in  the 
bank,  and  that  the  books  are  correctly  kept,  (only 
behind  from  an  excess  of  business  always  on  hand), 
but  which  will  soon,  I think,  diminish,  when  there 
shall  be  no  cause  of  future  complaint.  With  re- 
spect, I am  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  HARRIS,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  September  22,  1S35. 

Sir:  Allow  me  to  inquire  why  it  is  that  your  de- 
posites  are  not  made  in  the  branch  of  the  Planters’ 
bank  at  Columbus,  instead  of  the  parent  bank  at 
Natchez?  Does  the  branch  refuse  to  receive  them, 
and  credit  the  amount  at  ihe  mother  bank3  I am 
&c.  LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  treasury. 

Wiley  P.  Harris,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus,  Bliss. 

P.  S.  Your  return  for  the  month  ol  February  Iasi 
has  been  received  to-day,  and  shows  a large  amount 
on  hand  not  deposited;  and  you  are  hereby  required 


(if  not  already  done)  to  deposite  any  balance  still 
on  hand  in  the  above  branch,  to  the  credit  of  the 
treasurer,  and  forward  receipts  therefor,  in  order 
to  save  time  and  expense  in  travelling  to  Natchez. 

Treasury  department,  September  28,  1835. 

Sir:  I regret  to  say  that  the  reasons  assigned  in 
your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  lor  withholding  your 
monthly  returns  cannot  hereafter  be  deemed  satis- 
factory. I can  perceive  no  sufficient  cause  for  their 
being  delayed  longer  than  the  first  week  in  each 
succeeding  month,  as  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in 
ascertaining  at  once  the  amount  of  money  received 
within  the  month,  or  in  stating  the  amount  of  your 
disbursements  and  deposites  during  the  month; 
this  is  all  that  is  required  in  them.  The  object  of 
these  returns  is  to  afford  the  department  the  earliest 
information  in  regard  to  the  money  operations  of 
the  land  office,  and  the  punctual  transmission  of 
all  the  moneys  received  to  the  bank  of  deposite. 
They  are,  therefore,  of  paramount  importance,  and 
cannot  be  permitted  to  await  the  completion  of  de- 
tailed book  entries,  or  the  perfection  of  other  busi- 
ness, be  its  character  what  it  may.  I am,  &c 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

W.  P.  Harris,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus,  Bliss. 

Receiver’s  office,  Columbus,  (Miss.)  Oct.  9,  1835. 

Sir:  Enclosed  herewith  you  have  my  monthly 
account  current  for  the  month  of  September  last, 
showing  a balance  of  $181,604  63.  In  answer  to’ 
your  letter  of  22d  ultimo,  containing  the  inquiry, 
“ Why  my  [your]  deposites  are  not  made  in  the 
branch  of  the  Planters’  bank  at  Columbus,  instead 
of  in  theparent  bank  at  Natchez?”  permit  me  to  state 
that  an  arrangement  was  made  by  me  some  time  in 
December,  1833,  or  January,  1834,  with  the  parent 
bank  at  Natchez,  by  which  the  cashier  of  the 
branch  at  this  place  was  directed  to  receive  my  de- 
posites, and  grant  a receipt  for  the  same  as  credit- 
ed to  the  United  States.  This  arrangementexisted 
for  some  time,  ami  was  only  terminated  by  the 
positive  directions  of  the  parent  bank  to  the  branch 
here  not  to  receive  my  deposites.  They  were  then 
placed  in  the  parent  bank,  at  the  sacrifice  of  much 
time  and  convenience,  until  such  time  as  I prevail- 
ed on  the  parent  bank  to  accept  certificates  of  de- 
posite to  my  individual  credit,  instead  of  the 
branch,  in  lieu  of  the  money;  and  on  said  certifi- 
cates have  been,  and  are,  predicated  the  certifi- 
cates of  deposite  in  the  parent  bank  to  the  credit  of 
the  United  States.  This  has  been  productive  of 
much  delay,  tending  to  create  only  regret  and  mor- 
tification on  my  part;  for,  independently  of  the  dis- 
tance from  this  place  to  Natchez,  (255  miles),  the 
officers  of  the  parent  bank  have  frequently  delayed 
forwarding  me  certificates  of  deposites,  until  at  cer- 
tain periods;  weeks  have  elapsed  before  I have  re- 
ceived a certificate  of  deposite,  and  then  one,  only, 
for  the  aggregate  amount  of  several  deposites.  It 
must  he  evident,  sir,  that  such  a mode  of  transact- 
ing the  business  (the  only  one  I can  properly  at 
present  pursue)  will  frequently  show  a much 
larger  balance  on  hand  than  acknowledged  to  e'xist. 
The  certificates  are  stated  in  my  monthly  accounts 
current  as  they  are  actually  dated  and  drawn  at  the 
parent  bank,  while  at  no  time  has  there  not  been  a 
large  sum  in  the  bank  in  advance  of  the  receipts  of 
certificates.  The  certificates  of  deposites  which 
are  now  due  from  the  banks  at  Natchez,  and 
which  are  expected  in  course,  will  show  but  a small 
balance  on  hand.  I will  take  the  liberty  to  say  that 
it  will  alford  me  more  than  ordinary  gratification  to 
submit  my  accounts  and  the  general  business  of  the 
office  to  the  examination  of  the  usual  visiting  agent. 
Your  obedient  servant,  W.  P.  HARRIS. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Columbus,  September  15,  1835. 

Dear  sir:  Many  ofthe  early  and  constant  friends 
of  the  administration  in  this  state  have  heard,  with 
much  regret  and  sorrow,  that  the  present  receiver 
of  public  moneys  at  this  place  is  to  “consider  him- 
self dismissed  unless  his  returns  are  made  before 
the  first  of  October.” 

I have  long  had  Ihe  honor  of  an  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  general  Harris,  and  I can  freely  assure 
your  excellency  that  a more  honorable  man  does 
not  live,  unblemished  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and 
standing  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  public.  ’ He 
has  served  here  for  many  years  in  the  most  respon- 
sible and  dignified  stations,  -and  no  man  enjoys  in 
this  state  a more  diffused  and  deserved  popularity 

I am  very  well  informed  ns  to  the  management 
of  the  offiep.  I reside  in  the  district,  and  know 
that  lie  is  tile  most  indefatigable  business  man  in 
tlie  state.  Since  he  received  the  appointment,  he 
has  been  absent  but  once,  and  then  only  for  a few 
days.  Day  and  night  he  is  there.  The  people 
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speak  of  this  everywhere.  He  has  constantly  had 
three,  and  now  four,  clerks  at  work,  who,  in  my 
own  knowledge,  have  been  engaged  from  sunrise 
until  ten  at  night,  and  he  cannot  obtain  them  for 
less  than  fifty  dollars  per  month.  His  receipts 
must  have  been  between  twelve  and  fourteen  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  the  labor  for  the  ensuing 
six  months  will  be  arduous  in  the  extreme.  I 
know  that  the  receiver  suffered  under  great  incon- 
venience for  two  or  three  months,  being  without 
abstracts,  which  were  not  obtained  from  Washing- 
ton until  he  had  written  three  or  four  times,  and 
even  then  were  much  delayed  by  the  extraordinary 
failure  of  the  mails.  From  my  knowledge  of  the 
business  of  the  office,  I do  not  think  it  possible  that 
the  receiver  can  accomplish  his  returns  by  the  first 
of  October,  though  every  exertion  will  be  made, 
and  has  been  made,  to  keep  up  with  the  business.  I 
have  known  the  receiver  and  his  clerks  to  be  at 
work,  time  after  time,  until  after  one  o’clock  at 
night;  and  the  strongest  testimonials  from  the  best 
and  most  influential  friends  of  your  excellency  can 
be  had  as  to  his  integrity  and  industry.  General 
Harris  has  never  engaged  in  speculation,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly. 

Poindexter  employed  a vile,  unprincipled  agent 
(Gibson  Wooldridge)  to  take  testimony  at  this  of- 
fice, under  a resolution  of  the  senate;  and  he  en- 
deavored to  implicate  general  Harris  and  George 
W.  Martin  in  some  transaction  of  very  minor  im- 
portance. If  1 had  been  examined,  I could  have 
explained  the  whole  matter  to  the  entire  exonera- 
tion of  general  Harris;  and  I could  have  explained 
the  w’hole  transaction,  as  it  regards  colonel  Martin, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  world.  The  factis.it  was 
a miserable  attempt,  on  the  part  of  Poindexter,  to 
strengthen  his  party  here.  He  hates  colonel  Mar- 
tin with  the  malignity  of  a demon;  and  nothing 
would  rejoice  him  more  than  the  expulsion  of  ge- 
neral Harris,  whom  he  knows  to  be  one  of  the  main 
pillars  of  the  democralic  cause,  and  one  of  the 
earliest  and  most  distinguished  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration in  Mississippi.  His  family  and  con- 
nexions are  extremely  influential,  and  all  of  them 
are  co-operating  with  us  in  the  arduous  struggle 
which  we  are  now  making.  They  are  true  demo- 
crats; and  the  bank,  nullifying  and  White  parties 
would  shout  “victory”  at  any  blow  aimed  at  them. 

We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  an  electioneering 
campaign.  Governor  Runnels,  R.  Walker,  major 
B.  W.  Edwards,  and  myself,  constitute  the  demo- 
cratic Van  Buren  ticket.  It  will  be  a close  contest. 
The  Nashville  papers  circulate  extensively  through 
our  state.  Much  of  our  population  is  from  Tennes- 
see; nine-tenths  of  our  newspapers  are  for  White; 
and  every  bank  in  the  state,  including  the  United 
States  branch,  has  taken  commission  in  his  service. 
Some  three  or  four  thousand  of  our  voters  are  re- 
cent emigrants  from  other  states,  and  reside  in  the 
new  counties,  knowing  nothing  of  our  political  ar- 
rangements; and,  as  we  have  no  mails  circulating 
among  them,  the  result,  as  to  them,  is  doubtful. 

With  high  respect,  I remain  your  excellency’s 
most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  H.  CLAIBORNE. 

To  his  excellency  the  president  of  the  U.  States. 

Columbus,  (Miss.)  Sept.  14,  1S35. 

Sir:  Gmeral  Wiley  P.  Harris,  the  receiver  of 
public  moneys  at  this  place,  has  shown  me  the  let- 
ter of  the  honorable  Levi  Woodbury  to  him  of  the 
23th  of  August.  In  that  letter,  he  is  required,  as 
such  receiver,  to  have  the  arrears  of  his  monthly 
• returns  made  to  the  treasury  department  by  the  10th 
of  October  next;  and  'he  is  informed  that,  in  case 
the  same  should  not  be  done  by  that  time,  he  will 
be  dismissed  from  office. 

In  troubling  you  with  this  letter,  I have  felt  con- 
siderable diffidence,  arising  from  your  not  having 
now  more  than  an  introductory  acquaintance  with 
me;  if,  indeed  you  should  now  recollect  that  ac- 
quaintance. 

Were  congress  now  in  session,  that  diffidence 
would  be  greatly  abated,  as  I could  refer  you  to 
several  of  the  Tennessee  delegation,  with  those 
from  this  state,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  me, 
and  who  would,  I doubt  not,  unite  in  bearing  testi- 
mony that  I would  be  incapable  of  making  misre- 
presentations to  you. 

Having  had  considerable  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness done  in  the  land  office  here,  and  of  the  atten- 
tion and  industry  with  which  its  duties  have  been 
discharged,  I have  been  requested  by  general  Har- 
ris to  say  to  you  what  I.  may  know  on  the  subject. 

The  amount  of  money  reported  by  the  receiver 
to  the  treasury  department,  arising  from  the  sales  of 
public  lands  at  this  office,  will  satisfactorily  indi- 
cate to  you  the  unprecedented  amount  of  public 
lands  sold  here  within  a limited  time  past. 

The  greatly  increased  labors  called  for  by  the 
operation  of  the  late  pre-emption  laws  will,  I am 


persuaded,  suggest  themselves  to  your  considera- 
tion. 

The  department  must  needs  be  satisfied  with  the 
prompt  and  faithful  accounting  for  the  public  mo- 
ney, as  duplicate  certificates  of  deposite  in  the 
Planters’  bank  are  generally  obtained  semi-weekly, 
and  forwarded. 

I know  that  general  Harris  has  generally  had 
three  clerks  employed  in  the  office;  and  such,  in- 
deed, has  been  the  press  and  quantity  of  business 
on  hand,  that  he  and  they  have  been  frequently  en- 
gaged until  10  or  11  o’clock  at  night. 

The  utmost  active  and  indefatigable  labors  will 
be  immediately  put  in  requisition,  with  the  em- 
ployment of  additional  clerks,  until  the  desired  re- 
turns shall  be  completed  and  forwarded;  and  it  is 
confidently  believed  that  the  great  amount  of  busi- 
ness these  returns  will  show,  will  furnish,  of  itself, 
a satisfactory  excuse  for  the  otherwise  seeming  de- 
lays. 

It  is  in  unison  with  the  prevailing  sentiment 
now,  to  say  that  the  receiver’s  office  at  this  place 
is  faithfully,  attentively,  industriously  and  ably 
conducted;  and  it  is  hoped  that  general  Harris’s 
dismissal  from  office  may  be  suspended  until  he  can 
make  out  the  returns;  and  it  is  confidently  believed 
!*hat  they  will  contain  within  themselves  a highly 
satisfactory  excuse  for  the  eomplained-of  delay  of 
the  monthly  returns.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  with 
great  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  COCKE, 
His  excellency  Andrew  Jackson,  president  of  the  V.  S, 

Columbus,  (Miss.)  Oct.  10,  1835. 

Sir:  I have  'rhe  honor  to  report  that  Wiley  P. 
Harris,  esq.,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Colum- 
bus, has  not  complied  with  the  requirements  of 
your  letter  of  the  28th  August;  and  that  his  returns 
for  May,  June,  July,  August  and  September,  are  in 
arrears.  According  to  his  return  for  April,  there 
was  on  hand  the  sum  of  $211,059  03  on  the  30th  of 
that  month;  yet  his  succeeding  deposites,  made  on 
the  9th  and  11th  May,  were  no  more  than  $140,000; 
when,  according  to  the  regulations,  the  whole  sum 
should  had  been  deposited.  His  previous  deposites, 
made  iri  January,  February,  March  and  April,  are 
all  very  far  short  of  the  money  on  hand  at  the  end 
of  the  previous  month. 

The  department  is  advised  of  deposites  made 
during  the  period  for  which  his  returns  are  in  ar- 
rears, amounting  to  the  sum  of  $450,000;  but,  in 
the  absence  of  any  knowledge  of  the  receipts  of  the 
land  office  at  the  period  of  the  several  deposites,  it 
cannot  be  ascertained  whether  the  amount  deposit- 
ed at  the  respective  dates  embraced  all  the  moneys 
on  hand  or  not.  Respectfully  submitted: 

J.  McG.,  cleric. 

Hon.  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Harris’s  letter,  with  letters  from 
Messrs.  Cocke  and  Claiborne,  are  enclosed. 

Treasury  department,  Oct.  12,  1835. 

Sir:  Trusting  to  the  assurances  given  in  your 
letter  of  the  14th  ultimo,  and  to  those  of  your 
friends,  made  in  your  behalf,  the  president  has  con- 
sented, upon  the  facts  now  before  him,  to  continue 
you  in  office  until  the  12th  November  proximo; 
then,  unless  your  monthly  returns  are  all  rendered, 
and  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  whole  of  the 
public  moneys  with  which  you  are  chargeable  are 
deposited,  you  must  be  removed  from  office,  how- 
ever painful  to  both  him  and  this  department. 

I am,  &c. 

1 LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

XV.  P.  Harris,  esq.  receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus, 

Mississippi. 

Treasury  department,  Oct.  26,  1835. 

Sir:  I have  to  observe,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of 
the  9th  instant,  that  the  allowance  authorised  by 
the  regulations  of  the  department,  as  a compensa- 
tion for  travelling  expenses,  and  risk  in  the  trans- 
mission of  the  public  moneys  to  the  bank  of  de- 
posite, can  only  be  made  when  such  expenses  and 
risk  have  actually  been  incurred,  and  not  in  any 
case  where  both  are  avoided  hy  means  of  the  faci- 
lities afforded  by  the  mail  or  deposite  banks.  More- 
ever,  inasmuch  as  the  branch  bank  of  Columbus 
receives  and  credits  the  moneys  received  by  you  in 
the  first  instance,  I can  perceive  no  reason  why 
each  deposite  in  past  months  should  not  have  em- 
braced the  whole  amount  in  your  possession  at  the 
time  of  such  deposite,  as  the  instructions  require. 

I am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

XV.  P.  Harris,  esq.  receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus. 

Treasury  department,  Nov.  2S,  1835. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  arid  return 
for  the  month  of  October,  are  received.  As  your 
deposites  of  public  moneys  are  made  at  Columbus, 


no  reasons  whatever  can  be  seen  why  the  who.le 
money  in  your  hands  at  the  end  of  the  month  is  not 
deposited;  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  hereafter. 

I am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

XV.  P.  Harris,  esq.  receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus , 
Mississippi. 

Treasury  department,  Feb.  4,  1836. 
Sir:  Your  returns  for  the  months  of  October, 
November  and  December,  have  not  been  received. 

1 regret  that  there  should  be  any  occasion  to  notice 
the  neglect  or  accident,  (as  the  case  may  be),  in 
this  important  duty;  and  avail  myself  of  the  occa- 
sion to  inform  you  that,  unless  your  future  returns 
are  received  at  the  department  within  the  month 
next  succeeding  that  for  which  the  return  is  render- 
ed, it  will  place  me  under  the  disagreeable  neces- 
sity of  reporting  the  fact  to  the  executive,  in  order 
to  comply  with  the  general  rule  in  this  class  of 
cases.  I am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Sec.  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  at  Palmyra,  Missouri,  October,  Novem- 
ber and  December;  Edwardsville,  Illinois,  Novem- 
ber and  December;  Quincy,  Illinois,  November  and 
December;  Shawneetown,  Illinois,  October,  Novem- 
ber and  December;  Cahaba,  Alabama,  November 
and  December;  St.  Stephen’s,  Alabama,  November 
and  December;  Columbus,  Mississippi,  November 
and  December;  Mount  Salus,  Mississippi,  Novem- 
ber and  December;  Helena,  Arkansas,  December; 
Washington,  Arkansas.  December;  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
December;  Vincennes,  Indiana,  December;  Chicago, 
Illinois,  December;  Galena,  Illinois,  December;  Van- 
dalia,  Illinois,  December;  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  De- 
cember; Augusta,  Mississippi,  December;  Chocc'nu- 
ma,  Mississippi,  December;  New  Orleans,  Ouachita 
and  St.  Helena,  Louisiana,  December;  Green  Bay, 
Michigan,  December;  Batesville,  Arkansas,  Decem- 
ber. 

Columbus,  Feb.  27,  1S36. 
Sir:  Yours  of  the  4th  instant  came  to  hand  this 
morning.  I can  say,  sir,  in  answer,  that  my  re- 
turn for  the  month  of  November  was  ready  to  for- 
ward on  the  15th  of  December  last;  but,  several 
small  errors,  of  which  I have  notified  the  depart- 
ment, in  the  returns,  which  I forwarded  without 
comparing  with  the  register’s  books,  induced  me 
to  wait  until  the  register’s  books  were  brought  up, 
in  order  that  my  books  should  be  correct.  The 
register’s  register  of  certificates  is  ready  this  morn- 
ing; and  I will  compare  my  return  for  November, 
and  immediately  forward  it.  The  return  for  the 
month  of  December  will  be  ready  and  forwarded  in 
a few  days.  The  public  money  has  been  deposited, 
and  certificates  forwarded  regularly.  I can  assure 
you,  sir,  that  my  returns  are  not  delayed  through 
my  negligence.  I will  forward  them  for  the  future, 
without  waiting  to  compare  with  the  register,  unless 
otherwise  directed.  I am,  sir,  yours,  very  respect- 
fully, W.  P.  HARRIS,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  XVoodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Columbus,  (Miss.)  March  13,  1836. 
Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  my  monthly  ac- 
count current  for  the  month  of  November,  1835, 
showing  a balance  of  four  hundred  arid  sixty-six 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  fifty-nine 
cents.  ($466,410  59).  The  returns  for  the  months 
of  December,  January  and  February,  will  be  for- 
warded in  ten  or  twelve  days.  I am,  sir,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  HARRIS,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  XVoodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  March  28,  1836. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  enclosing 
your  return  for  the  month  of  November,  is  received. 
Again  it  becomes  my  unpleasant  duty  to  complain 
of  your  neglect  in  this  respect,  and  to  inform  you 
that  the  omission  to  transmit  the  required  monthly 
statements  for  a whole  quarter  after  they  are  due, 
cannot  be  permitted  in  any  public  officer;  and  es- 
pecially after  having  been  heretofore  so  often  re- 
minded of  the  consequences  of  such  neglect.  On 
the  return  of  the  mail,  therefore,  if  the  usual  state- 
ments for  the  other  months  in  arrear  are  not  re- 
ceived, 1 shall  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity 
of  again  submitting  the  subject  to  tile  president,  for 
his  immediate  action.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

W.  P.  Harris,  esq.  receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus, 
Mississippi. 

Receiver's  office,  Columbus,  (Miss.) 

April  25, 1836. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  28th  ultimo,  complaining  of 
my  monthly  returns  not  having  been  forwarded, 
came  to  hand.  And  I now  have  the  pleasure  of  in- 
forming you  that  my  monthly  return  for  December 
was  mailed  28th  of  March;  that  for  January  was 
mailed  4th  of  April;  that  for  February  on  the  11th 
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of  April;  and  the  last,  for  March,  was  mailed  the 
18th  of  April;  all  of  which  you  have  received,  no 
doubt,  ere  this.  Respectfully,  yours, 

W.  P.  HARRIS,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  treasury. 

Receiver’s  office,  Columbus,  (Miss.) 

May  23,  1836. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  please  find  my 
monthly  account  current  for  the  month  of  April 
last,  showing  a balance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars 
and  seventy  cents,  ($128,584  70).  I am,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant. 

VV.  P.  HARRIS,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  June  6,  1836. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  accompanied 
by  your  returns  for  the  month  of  April,  is  received. 
Seeing  the  balance  of  public  moneys  in  your  hands 
amounted  to  $123,584  70  at  the  end  of  that  month, 

1 have  to  request  that  you  will  explain  why  it  was 
that  the  whole  of  the  public  moneys  in  your  hands 
on  the  last  of  the  previous  month  was  not  deposited, 
instead  of  a part,  in  conformity  to  explicit  and  fre- 
quent instructions  on  that  point.  It  is  painful  to 
be  obliged  to  aslc  you  so  often  for  explanations.  I 
am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus,  Miss. 

Receiver’s  office,  Columbus.  (Miss.) 

• - June  27,  1836. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  June  6 is  received,  in  which 
3’ou  complain  of  the  amount  of  funds  in  my  hands. 
I will  inform  you  that  I make  my  deposites  in  the 
branch  bank  at  this  place,  weekly,  which  you  will 
observe  from  the  letter  I send  you  from  the  cashier. 
It  is  altogether  owing  to  the  irregularity  of  the 
mails  that  I am  unable  to  receive  the  certificates  of 
deposite  from  Natchez.  And  I shall  now  be  under 
the  necessity  of  sending  an  agent  there  for  the 
especial  purpose  of  obtaining  the  certificates.  This 
is  produced  by  the  high  water  between  here  and 
Natchez,  which  at  this  time  renders  the  roads  al- 
most impassable.  Yours,  respectfully, 

W.  P.  HARRIS,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  treasury. 

Office  Planters’  bank,  Columbus,  June  22,  1836. 

Sir:  By  the  request  of  W.  P.  Harris,  esq.  re- 
ceiver of  public  moneys  at  this  place,  I would  3tate 
that  he  has  regularly  made  his  deposites  in  this 
office,  and  obtained  from  us  from  three  to  four  certi- 
ficates monthly.  1 would  further  observe,  that  so 
far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  management  of  his 
office  extends,  it  has  been  conducted  with  perfect 
propriety,  and  a strict  regard  to  the  interests  of  the 
government.  Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  WINSTON,  cashier. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the.  treasury. 

Columbus,  (Miss.)  August  27,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  In  obedience  to  a circular  from  the 
commissioner  of  the  general  land  office, «nder  date 
of  the  25th  May  last,  requiring  me,  as  receiver  of 
the  land  office  at  Columbus,  to  execute  a new  bond 
in  the  penalty  of  $ 200,000,  I did  sign  the  bond  en- 
closed to  me  by  the  department,  and  have  procured 
the  signatures  of  nine  different  gentlemen,  who,  I 
presume,  would  be  deemed  amply  sufficient  sure- 
ties for  a greater  sum  than  that  required  in  the 
bond;  but,  after  procuring  this  security,  some  facts 
have  come  to  my  knowledge  which  have  induced 
me  to  adopt  a different  course.  You  are  aware 
that  complaints  have  from  time  to  time  been  made 
by  the  department,  on  account  of  the  tardiness  of 
some  of  my  official  returns,  and  of  the  deficit  of 
the  returns  of  moneys  which  they  exhibited.  The 
immense  amount  and  press  of  business  which  have 
constantly  existed  in  this  office  since  its  establish- 
ment were  the  apologies  wdiich  I had  to  offer  for 
my  apparent  delay  and  dereliction,  and  which  I 
then  believed  would  be  fully  ratified  so  soon  as  the 
business  of  the  office  would  admit  of  more  leisure 
and  minute  examination.  This  examination  has 
been  recently  made  by  me;  and  although  I have 
taken  upon  myself  to  send  an  agent  to  Natchez  to 
examine  my  bank  account  particularly,  and  have 
made  a pretty  thorough  examination  of  my  own 
accounts  and  official  papers,  I regret  to  say  that  I 
still  find  that  there  is  a deficit  against  me,  which  as 
yet  I am  unable  to  account  for. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I feel  that  the  only 
alternative  left,  and  the  one  which  my  duty  to- 
wards you  and  the  public  for  whom  I act  requires, 
is  to  tender  to  you  my  resignation  as  receiver  of  the 
land  office  at  Columbus,  Mississippi.  I feel  as- 
sured, from  former  demonstrations  of  your  kindness 
towards  me,  that  I have  heretofore  enjoyed  your 


confidence;  and  I regret  that  any  circumstances 
should  have  occurred  calculated  in  the  least  to  im- 
pair that  confidence.  I however  trust  and  believe 
that  I will  yet  be  able  to  explain  the  whole  matter 
satisfactorily,  and  that  neither  the  public  nor  my 
friends  will  sustain  any  loss  thereby.  I wish  my 
resignation  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  last  day 
of  the  present  month,  (August),  at  which  time  I 
shall,  in  anticipation,  close  up  the  business  of  the 
office. 

In  conclusion,  I will  take  the  liberty  of  recom- 
mending to  you  for  appointment  as  my  successor 
colonel  Gordon  D.  Boyd,  of  Attala  county.  You 
are  probably  acquainted  with  his  public  character, 
as  he  has  been  for  many  years  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  our  state  legislature,  and  has  been  through- 
out an  ardent  supporter  of  your  administration,  and 
an  unyielding  advocate  of  the  principles  of  demo- 
cracy. This  request  is  made  in  his  behalf,  in  part, 
on  my  own  account.  As  he  is  my  warm  personal 
friend,  he  will  willingly  afford  me  every  facility  in 
his  power  to  trace  out  and  explain  any  errors  which 
may  have  occurred  while  the  office  was  under  my 
charge.  His  capability  to  manage  the  office  I 
think  unquestionable;  and  it  is  only  at  my  sugges- 
tion that  he  consented  to  my  placing  his  name  be- 
fore you,  and  will  most  p'obably  make  no  applica- 
tion through  any  other  medium.  In  conclusion, 
permit  me  to  express  to  you  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration  and  esteem.  Respectfully,  yours, 
&c.  W.  P.  HARRIS. 

Andrew  Jackson,  president  of  the  United  States. 

Endorsement  in  ihe  handwriting  of  the  president. 

“Referred  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  The 
within  resignation  cannot  be  accepted  until  he  set- 
tles up  his  accounts.  If  necessary,  he  can  be  sus- 
pended or  removed.  A.  J.” 

Treasury  department,  September  21,  1836. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  addressed  to 
the  president,  has  been  referred  to  this  office.  Your 
duties  as  receiver  will,  of  course,  have  ceased,  or 
been  suspended,  after  the  31st  ultimo,  the  time 
when  you  propose  your  resignation  should  take 
effect.  Immediate  steps,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  taken 
to  adjust  your  accounts  and  pay  over  the  balance. 
Soon  as  the  president  returns,  a further  communi- 
cation will  be  made  to  you.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

IF.  P.  Harris,  esq.  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

[The  letter  to  the  president  by  Harris,  and  refer- 
red to  this  office,  with  the  endorsement  thereon, 
reached  it  on  the  21st  of  September,  1836;  and,  on 
the  same  day,  measures  were  ordered  to  be  taken 
to  secure  and  collect  what  was  due  from  him,  and 
he  notified  that  he  w’as  suspended  from  office;  and 
the.  register  was  also  notified  of  the  fact,  as  appears 
by  the  annexed  letters.  On  the  president’s  return 
to  the  city,  (October  3),  a successor  was  appoint- 
ed. L.  W.] 

Treasury  department,  September  21,  1836. 

Sir:  I would  remind  you  of  the  necessity  of  as- 
certaining the  balance  due  by  Mr.  Harris,  receiver 
at  Columbus,  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  of  taking 
measures  to  secure  and  collect  the  same;  and  he 
has  been  notified  that  his  duties  as  receiver  ceased 
after  the  31st  ultimo.  I am,  respectfully,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

To  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office. 

Treasury  department,  September  21,  1836. 

Sir:  l transmit,  for  your  information,  a copy  of 
a letter  addressed  to  W.  P.  Harris,  esq.  Upon  the 
return  of  the  president  a successor  will  be  appoint- 
ed. I am,  respectfully,  sir,  Ecc. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

William  Downing,  esq. 

Register  land  office,  Columbus,  Miss. 

Columbus,  (Miss.)  November  1,  1836. 

Dear  sir:  I write  for  the  purpose  of  advising 
you  as  to  my  situation  in  regard  to  my  late  connex- 
ion with  the  land  office  in  this  place.  The  state  of 
my  health  has  been  such  of  late  that  I have  not  been 
able  to  examine  into  my  office  account;  and  as  I feel 
that  the  prospect  of  its  improvement  is  extremely 
doubtful,  I am  preparing  to  remove  immediately  to 
Brandon,  near  the  seat  of  government  is  this  state. 
I have,  however,  engaged  the  service  of  Mr.  Ro- 
bert E.  Harris,  my  nephew,  who  was  engaged  for 
some  time  with  me  as  clerk,  who,  together  with  my 
successo-  in  office,  has  kindly  proffered  his  assist- 
ance, will  make  a thorough  examination,  and,  is 
possible,  trace  out  the  error,  or  ascertain  why  it  if 
that  I appear  to  be  so  much  in  arrear.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  I am  preparing  for  the  worst, 
by  selling  off,  on  credit  for  bankable  paper,  all 
my  property,  which  1 can  make  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  deficit,  should  an  indulgence  be 
extended  to  me  which  will  enable  me  to  carry  my 


views  into  effect.  I beg  to  request  of  you  that  you 
will  not  commence  suit  or  any  action  upon  my  offi- 
cial bond  until,  if  necessary,  I can  make  an  appli- 
cation to  congress  to  extend  to  me  the  necessary 
indulgence,  as  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  sell  my 
properly  for  cash.  A coercive  and  rigid  course 
towmrds  me  would  not  only  have  the  effect  of  taking 
from  me  the  means  of  doing  justice,  but  occasion  a 
loss  to  the  government  which  it  would  not  other- 
wise sustain.  I can  assure  this  much,  that  if  I am 
in  arrears  to  any  thing  near  the  amount  which  the 
account  shows  against  me,  I have  not  used  it,  or 
derived  any  benefit  therefrom;  but  it  is  so  much 
actual  loss,  which  is  as  yet  to  me  unaccountable. 
Throughout  my  life  I have  endeavored  to  act  justly 
and  correctly  towards  others;  and  I feel  just  as  little 
disposed  to  act  differently  towards  the  government, 
whose  officers  have  reposed  confidence  in  me;  and 
I now  assure  you  that  all  my  effects  are  ready  to 
be  given  up  to  satisfy  itg  just  demands,  in  whatever 
manner  may  be  required  of  me.  As  no  possible 
good  can  result  from  a rigid  course  towards  me, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  consequence  might  be4he 
impoverishment  of  my  family  as  well  as  loss  to  the 
public,  I do  hope  that,  if  consistent  with  your  offi- 
cial duty  you  can,  you  will  take  no  steps  until  it 
may  be  seen  whether  congress  will  grant  to  me 
any  indulgence.  I respectfully  request  an  answer 
to  this  communication.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  HARRIS. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  November  19,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant 
by  the  mail  of  this  morning,  and  regret  to  inform 
you  that,  as  long  ago  as  August  last,  steps  were 
taken  by  the  solicitor  of  the  treasury  to  attempt  to 
secure  the  balance  due  from  you.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  ihe  treasury. 

IF.  P.  Harris,  esq.  Columbus,  Mississippi . 

[Balance  due  from  Mr.  Harris  one  hundred  and 
nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dol- 
lars and  eight  cents.  ($109,178  03.)  See  state- 
ment.] 

6. — Correspondence  with  G.  D.  Boyd,  receiver  at 
Columbus. 

Receiver’s  office,  Columbus,  (Miss.) 

December  9,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  lately  received,  in  payment  for  lands 
entered  at  this  office,  a number  of  the  receipts  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  money  deposited 
by  the  holders  of  them.  1 have  been  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  them  as  money,  and  giving  out  my 
own  receipts,  as  in  other  cases  for  money  actually 
paid  to  me.  Upon  the  examination  of  the  law, 
however,  I have  doubts  whether  I ought  to  receive 
them  in  this  way,  as  the  law  seems  to  require  that 
the  holders  of  them  shall  produce  such  receipts  to 
the  register  of  the  land  office,  and  has  no  other  di- 
rectory provisions.  I theiefore  request  to  be  ad- 
vised upon  this  subject.  Respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  G.  D.  BOYD,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  Dec.  2G,  1836. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  made  in  your  letter 
of  the  7th  instant,  I would  respectfully  refer  you  to 
the  enclosed  circular.  I embrace  the  occasion  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  making  your 
monthly  returns  to  this  office  as  soon  after  the  ex- 
piration of  each  month  as  practicable. 

I am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

C.  D.  Boyd,  esq.  receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus,  M iss. 

Northeastern  land  district, 
Columbus,  (Miss.)  January  21,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  I herewith  enclose  to  yon  a certificate 
of  the  cashier  of  the  Planter’s  bank  in  Natchez  for 
the  3um  of  eighty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ninety-three  dollars  and  forty-six  cents,  deposited 
by  me  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States.  In  explanation  of  the  delay  of  our  monthly 
returns  for  the  month  of  December,  I will  mention 
that  some  time  since  I had  them  in  readiness,  but, 
in  consequence  of  what  the  register  infoitned  me 
would  he  considered  as  objectionable  in  them,  I have 
retained  them  for  correction.  The  errors  arose 
from  the  fact  that,  at  the  opening  of  this  office,  on 
the  1st  December,  owing  to  the  great  press  of  busi- 
ness, I permitted  (with  the  consent  of  those  who 
resided  in  this  vicinity)  those  who  lived  at  a greater 
distance  to  pay  out  their  receipts  first,  ami  dated 
each  on  the  day  on  which  if  was  actually  paid  out; 
in  consequence  of  which,  some  of  the  higher  num- 
bers were  dated  earlier  than  those  which  preceded 
them.  I shall,  however,  have  both  my  monthly 
and  quarterly  accounts  ending  with  the  month  of 
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December  in  readiness  in  a very  few  days.  Very 
respectfully,  yours,  &c.  G.  D.  BOYD, 

Receiver  of  public  moneys. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  February  18,  1837. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  respecting 
the  manner  scrip  is  to  be  assigned,  has  been  re- 
ceived. The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  30th  May, 
1830,  provides  that  assignments  shall  be  by  endorse- 
ment thereon,  attested  by  two  witnesses.  Where 
genuine  scrip  is  presented,  endorsed  as  required, 
and  you  have  no  reason  to  suspect  the  same  to  have 
been  forged,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  your  re- 
ceiving the  scrip;  but  you  have,  in  all  such  cases, 
to  act  on  your  judgment,  as  your  accounts  can  be 
credited  with  that  only  which  is  regularly  transfer- 
red to  the  individual  asking  it.  It  is  not  necessary 
the  assignment  should  be  made  in  your  presence. 

Iam,  &c.  LEY!  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

Treasury  department.  May  25,  1837. 
Sin:  I regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  com- 
plaining of  your  neglect  to  transmit  your  return  for 
the  month  of  March  last,  and  of  reminding  you  that 
greater  strictness  must  be  observed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  this  duty.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  of  public  money  Kaskasliia,  Illinois,  { March 
and  April);  Columbus,  Missssippi;  Mount  Salus, 
Miss.  ( February  and  March). 

Treasury  department,  June  10,  1837. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  your  neglect  to  render 
your  monthly  return,  and  pay  over  the  public  mo- 
neys, as  required  bylaw  and  the  instructions  of  the 
department,  and  the  further  omission  to  execute 
your  official  bonds  in  perfect  form,  the  president 
has  directed  that  the  sales  of  public  lands  within 
your  district  be  temporarily  suspended_until  your 
compliance  with  the  duties  imposed  on  you,  or 
such  other  steps  as  the  facts  may  justify.  The  re- 
gister has  been  instructed  accordingly.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I have  to  require  that  a bond 
be  renewed,  in  the  form  required  by  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  land  office,  and  that  your  returns  be 
promptly  rendered;  and  that  the  whole  amount  of 
public  moneys  in  your  hands  be  specially  deposited 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  Planters’  bank  at  Natchez,  and  evidence 
thereof  transmitted  here  v,  ithout  delay.  I am,  &.c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

Receiver’s  office,  N.  E.  land  office, 
Columbus,  (Miss.)  July  24,  1837. 
Dear  sir:  Your  communication  of  the  l()th  June 
ultimo,  in  consequence  of  my  absence,  has  just  been 
received.  From  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  V.  M. 
Garesche,  who  presented  to  the  register  and  myself 
Lis  testimonials  showing  he  was  authorised  by  your 
department  to  make  particular  examination  into  the 
affairs  of  this  office,  having  been  here,  and  my  hav- 
ing made  to  him  a full  disclosure  of  its  situation, 
and  of  mine  in  connexion  with  it,  I did  not  deem  it 
necessary  for  me  to  communicate  with  the  depart- 
ment at  present.  1 bad  already  anticipated  the  or- 
der to  suspend  the  sale  of  iand  at  this  office,  by 
ceasing  to  receive  any  money.  So  soon  as  I was 
advised  of  the  defect  of  my  official  bond,  I autho- 
rised Mr.  Garesche  to  inform  the  department  that 
it  was  my  intention,  as  soon  as  I could  convenient- 
ly, to  see  my  former  sureties,  (some  of  whom  were 
distant  from  here),  and  obtain  their  signatures  to 
the  new'  bond.  I have  now  obtained  the  names  of 
all,  exceptone,  who  was  on  the  bond  before  forward- 
ed; and  bis  I have  not  yet  obtained,  in  consequence 
of  his  absence,  travelling  through  the  state.  So  soon, 
however,  as  I can  learn  where  he  is,  I will  imme- 
diately attend  to  it.  I was  anxious  to  obtain  the 
names  of  those  who  were  on  my  first  bond,  (to 
whom  I had  made  an  explanation  of  my  affairs),  in 
preference  to  any  others,  in  order  to  show  to  the 
department  that  my  friends  here,  and  those  who 
knew  my  business  best,  still  have  confidence.  The 
truth  is,  I am  in  default;  a circumstance  which  has 
originated  from  my  reposing  too  great  confidence  in 
others.  I am,  however,  prepared  and  determined 
to  secure.the  government  against  loss,  not  only  by 
a sufficient  bond,  but  also  secure  it  and  my  friends 
by  an  unconditional  surrender  of  the  whole  of  my 
property,  whenever  it  may  be  required.  The  re- 
turns, in  arrears,  I will  make  out  immediately;  and 
hope,  also,  very  soon  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  send 
the  evidences  of  the  deposite  of  the  balance  of  the 
public  moneys  in  my  hands.  It  is  also  my  inten- 
tion, so  soon  as  I can  properly  arrange  these  things, 
to  forward  my  resignation.  In  tile  mean  time, 
however,  I shall  endeavor  to  properly  execute  my 


official  duties,  or  make  any  further  communication 
which  may  be  required  of  me.  I am,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

G.  D.  BOYD,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Columbus,  July  24,  1837. 

I have  read  the  foregoing  letter,  and  have  seen 
the  bond  to  which  it  refers,  and  find  that  it  has  all 
the  names  which  were  to  the  original  bond,  with 
the  exception  of  general  S.  Cocke;  and  there  are 
some  additional  names. 

WM.  DOWSING,  register. 

Treasury  department,  August  8,  1837. 

Sir:  I am  happy  to  hear  of  the  frank  and  honora- 
ble course  proposed  in  your  letter  of  the  24th  ulti- 
mo. It  would  be  convenient  to  have  the  bond  and 
and  resignation  arrive  here  bv  the  early  part  oi 
September.  I am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

G.  D.  Boyd,  receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus,  Miss. 

Treasury  department,  October  7,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  tendering  your  resignation 
of  the  office  of  receiver  of  public  money  at  Colum- 
bus, Mississippi,  and  requesting  indulgence  on  the 
debts  due  the  United  States;  and  I have  to  inform 
you,  in  reply,  that  your  resignation  is  accepted,  to 
take  effect  on  the  1st  day  of  the  present  month, and 
a successor  will  be  appointed. 

The  district  attorney  will  be  instrusted  to  exer- 
cise as  much  indulgence  as  the  public  interest  will 
permit,  in  relation  to  the  adjustment  of  your  con- 
cerns. I am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

'Jordon  D.  Boyd,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Columbus t Miss. 

Extract  from  the  report  of  V.  M.  Garesche,  appointed 
to  examine  land  offices. 

LAND  OFFICE  AT  C0LUB1BUS. 

Columbus,  (Miss.)  June  14,  1837. 

Sir:  My  labors  are  at  last  closed;  my  examina- 
tion terminated  on  the instant.  I might  have, 

probably,  procured  the  assistance  of  a clerk,  but  I 
do  not  know  that  the  service  would  have  been 
benefitted,  either  as  to  economy  or  despatch.  In 
the  first  instance,  nothing  less  than 'five  dollars  per 
day  would  have  been  accepted,  and  the  assistant 
would  have  been,  in  all  probability,  deficient  in  the 
knowledge  required.  In  that  case,  my  teaching, 
and  the  numerous  interruptions  occasioned  by  his 
inexperience,  would  have  made  me  lose  a time 
which  his  co-operation  on  the  other  time  would  not 
have  made  up.  My  anxiety,  too,  as  to  his  correct- 
ness, would  have  obliged  me  to  examine  his  work 
before  assuming  the  responsibility.  I therefore  de- 
clined; and,  to  make  up  for  the  services  of  this  ne- 
glected aid,  I was  assiduous  at  the  office  from  half 
past  seven  in  the  morning  till  seven  in  the  evening, 
not  even  excepting  Sundays;  allowing  myself  less 
than  one  hour  for  my  dinner.  I enter  into  all  these 
details,  that,  should  the  result  not  meet  your  anti- 
cipation, the  fault  should  not  be  'attributed  to  any 
negligence  on  my  part;  but  I trust  my  labors  will 
be  found  satisfactory. 

The  account  of  the  receiver,  which  I have  made 
out,  and  transmit  herewith,  presents  against  him  a 
balance  of  $ 55,965  54.  His  own  account  makes  it 
$•53,272  73;  it  is  also  annexed.  His  assets,  of  which 
I also  send  you  the  list,  amount  to  $61,549  93, 
rating  the  land  at  $1  25  only,  but  might  probably 
realize  double  the  amount.  The  man  seems^really 
penitent;  and  I am  inclined  to  think,  in  common 
with  his  friends,  that  he  is  honest,  and  has  been  led 
away  from  his  duty,  by  the  examplepof  his  prede- 
cessor, and  a certain  looseness  in  the  code  of  mora- 
lity, which  here  does  not  move  in  so  limited  a cir- 
cle as  it  does  with  us  at  home.  Another  receiver 
would  probably  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  two. 
You  will  not,  therefore,  be  surprised,  if  I recom- 
mend his  being  retained,  in  preference  to  another 
appointment;  for  he  has  his  hands  full  now,  and 
will  not  be  disposed  to  speculate  any  more.  He 
will  have  his  bond  signed  by  the  same  sureties,  and 
forwarded  in  a few  days  to  Washington;  this  speaks 
favorably.  He  has,  moreover,  pledged  his  word  that, 
if  retained,  he  will  strictly  obey  the  law,  and  re- 
ceive nothing  but  specie  in  payment  for  lands.  He 
tells  me  that  he  is  about  selling  a great  portion  of 
his  lands;  that  and  some  other  negotiation  will  ena- 
ble him  to  discharge  a large  portion  of  his  debt  to 
the  United  States  before  the  expiration  of  the  pre- 
sent quarter.  Lenity  towards  him,  therefore,  might 
stimulate  him  to  exertions,  which  severity  might, 
perhaps,  paralyze.  1 have,  in  the  mean  time,  en- 
joined the  closing  of  the  laud  office  until  the  bond 
is  completed  and  returned.  No  land  has  been  sold 
since  the  29t!)  ultimo. 


Various  are  the  reports  of  the  late  receiver’s 
solvability;  some  say  that  he  will  pay  the  whole, 
whilst  others,  and  the  greater  number,  do  not  be- 
lieve that  he  will  pay  75  per  cent,  but  they  all  con- 
cede that  his  intemperance  has  been  his  greatest 
crime,  and  that  the  loss  of  his  money  has  been 
caused  by  that  of  his  reason;  and  that,  as  in  alge- 
bra, the  minus  on  one  side  has  been  plus  on  the 
other.  It  is  my  belief  that  his  forced  confidence 
has  been  sadly  abused.  He,  too,  passes  for  an  hon- 
est man.  I am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe-’ 
dient  servant,  Y.  M.  GARESCHE. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

[G.  D.  Boyd  is  indebted  fifty  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  twenty-nine 
cents  ($50,937  29),  as  per  last  settlement  at  the 
treasury.] 


List  of  notes  belonging  to  G.  D.  Boyd. 

James  Fullerton,  due  Jan.  1,  1837  $100  00 

Do.  do.  1838  200  00 

Do.  do.  1839  200  00 

Joseph  Barron,  due  March  1,  1837  200  00 

Do.  due  Jan.  1,  1838  200  00 

Henry  Brown,  due  Feb.  S,  1838  150  00 

Do.  do.  1839  150  00 

Nathan  Tims,  due  Feb.  9,  1838  500  00 

Do.  do.  1839  500  00 

Do.  do.  1840  500  00 

A.  W.  Harris,  due  January  1, 1833  500  00 

Do.  do.  1840  500  00 

Do.  payable  G.  D.  B.  & J. 

Henderson,  due  1839,  $1,000 — 
one-half  is  ■ 500  00 

James  White,  due  January,  1838  250  00 

Do.  do.  1839  250  00 

H.  Fordson,  payable  G.  D.  B.  & J. 

Henderson,  due  November,  1837, 

$600 — one-half  is  300  00 

Do.  do.  1838,  $600- 

one  half  is  300  00 

Wm. , due  January  1,  1838  250  00 

Do.  do.  1839  250  00 

A.  P.  Boyd  & B.  Evans,  G.  D. 

Boyd  & J.  Henderson,  due  Feb. 

1S38,  $1,200— one-half  is  600  00 

Do.  do.  due  February, 

1839,  $1,200— one  half  is  600  00 

Do.  do.  1S40,  $1,200— 

one-half  is  - 600  00 

H.  B.  Scarborough,  due  Feb.  1837  1,666  66 

Do.  do.  1,666  66 

Do.  do.  1,666  66 

H.  B.  Scarborough,  due  Julv,  1837  250  00 

Do.  do.  ' 1838  250  00 

W.  B.  Young,  four  notes,  $1,000 
each,  due  July,  1837,  1338, 

1839,  1840  4,000  00 

Wm.  Logan,  two  notes,  $125  each, 
due  July,  1837,  1838  250  00 

W.  B.  Williams,  two  notes,  $200 
each,  due  January,  1837,  1838  400  00 

G.  R.  Fitter  & Richard  H.  Walker, 
four  notes,  $1,125  each,  due  Oct. 

1S37,  1S33,  1339  and  1840  4,500  00 

Thomas#H.  Rogers,  two  notes, 

G.  D.  B.  & J.  Henderson,  $500 
each,  due  March,  1838  and  1339  500  00 

Joseph  Ivey,  two  notes,  $250  each, 

G.  D.  B.  & J.  Henderson,  due 
March,  1833,  1839— one  half  is  500  00 

M.  M.  Robertson,  two  notes,  $250 
each,  due  April,  1S3S  500  00 

A.  Nash,  two  notes,  $250  each, 

$500,  each  due  April,  1838  and 
1839  1,000  00 

James  Vose,  endorsed  by  Chas. 

Spence  and  others,  due  in  Com- 
mercial bank,  Manchester,  April, 

1333  1,000  00 

Wm  Dodd  & Allen  Dodd,  two 
notes  $200  each,  due  1838  and 

1839  400  00 

Andrew  Atkinson,  three  notes, 

$800  each,  due  1833,  1339,  1840  2,400  00 

W.  B.  & H.  J.  Williams,  three 
notes,  one  $2,000,  due  January, 

1839;  one  $2,500,  due  January, 

1840;  one  $3,000,  due  January, 

1840  7,500  00 

Evans,  Boyd  & Co.  three  notes, 

$166  66  each,  due  April,  1S3S, 

1839,  1840  500  00 

J.  M.  Lilly,  three  notes,  $166  66 

each,  due  April,  1S38,  1S39,  1840  40,500  00 

$37,150  00 

About  $1,000,  other  good  notes, 

not  secured  by  land  1,000  00 


$38,150  00 
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I have,  also,  say  20,000  acres  of  land  unsold. 
I owe  out  of  this  one  debt  of  $1,300,  which  is  all  I 
do  owe,  except  some  small  debts.  I have  also  an 
interest  of  half  of  the  profits  which  may  be  made 
out  of  about  15,000  acres  more.  G.  D.  BOYD. 

June  5, 1837. 

7. — Correspondence  with  Lilllebury  Hawkins,  receiver 
at  Helena. 

Treasury  department,  January  30,  1835. 

Sir:  The  department  having  received  no  dupli- 
cate of  the  monthly  returns,  required  by  its  regula- 
tions, showing  the  transactions  of  your  office,  since 
your  appointment,  it  becomes  proper  to  call  your 
immediate  attention  to  this  duty,  and  to, inform 
you  that  promptitude  and  punctuality  in  this  re- 
spect, and  in  the  deposite  of  the  public  money, 
are  to  be  regarded  as  paramount  duties,  and  will  be 
insisted  on  accordingly.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Littlebury  Hawkins,  esq. 

Receiver  of  the  public  money,  Helena,  Ark. 

Helena,  March  13,  1835. 

Dear  sir:  Yours  of  the  30th  January  is  before 
me;  in  reply  to  which  I have  to  say,  that,  notwith- 
standing a want  of  promptness  is  somewhat  mani- 
fest on  my  part,  yet  permit  me  to  assure  you  that 
all  diligence  on  my  part  was,  and  shall  on  all  simi- 
lar occasions  be  used,  in  order  to  discharge  prompt- 
ly the  functions  of  my  office.  But  my  apology  is, 
that,  owing  to  the  river  being  closed,  and  no  steam- 
boats running,  it  was  rendered  entirely  impractica- 
ble at  an  earlier  day  than  I attended  to  it.  Since  my 
first  deposite,  I flatter  myself  that  all  promptness 
has  been  made  use  of.  I have  the  honor  to  be  your 
obedient  servant,  L.  HAWKINS,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  fyc. 

Helena  (A.  T.)  July  5,  1835. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  transcript  of 
the  sales  of  land  at  this  office  for  the  months  of 
April,  May  and  June.  I am  respectfully,  your 
obed’t  servant,  L.  HAWKINS. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury,  fyc. 

N.  B.  They  were  .retained  to  the  end  of  the 
quarter,  with  an  intention  of  sending  on  an  agent 
with  them.  Indisposition  of  the  agent  prevented. 


Treasury  department,  July  30,  1835. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  inst. 
enclosing  register  of  sales  and  receipts  for  the 
months  of  April,  May  and  June  last.  The  trans- 
mission of  these  papers  to  this  office  is  irregular,  as 
will  be  seen  on  reference  to  your  instructions.  That 
there  may  be  no  further  misapprehension  in  regard 
to  the  returns  required,  I have  to  state,  for  your 
information,  that  your  quarterly  accounts  and 
vouchers,  accompanied  by  the  register  of  sales  and 
other  necessary  statements,  are  to  be  rendered  to 
the  general  land  office  for  settlement,  immediately 
after  the  expiration  of  each  quarter.  Duplicate 
monthly  returns,  showing  the  balance  on  hand  in 
the  previous  months,  the  aggregate  receipts,  and 
the  several  heads  of  disbursement  in  the  current 
month,  and  the  balance  due,  are  to  be  rendered  at 
the  close  of  each  month — one  of  which  is  to  be  sent 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  other  to 
the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office:  and  as 
no  return  of  the  latter  description  has  been  received 
from  you  since  that  for  the  month  of  January  last,  I 
must  require  your  immediate  attention  to  the  omis- 
sion. 

The  regular  deposite  of  the  whole  of  the  public 
moneys,  a3  prescribed  by  the  regulations  of  the 
treasury,  and  the  punctual  transmissionjof  your  ac- 
counts and  monthly  returns,  are  paramount  official 
duties.  I trust  you  will  so  regard  them,  and  by  their 
strict  observance,  thus  save  the  department  the 
painful  necessity  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  ex- 
ecutive to  any  future  neglect  in  these  respects.  1 
am,  &c.  ^LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

L.  Hawkins,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Helena,  A.  T. 

Helena,  {A.  T.)  August  2,  1835. 

Dear  sir:  Your  favor  of  the  30th  ultimo  came 
safe  to  hand.  I regret  that  I was  compelled  to 
leave  to  make  my  deposites  at  Natchez.  The 
monthly  and  quarterly  accounts,  both,  shall  be  fur- 
nished from  the  commencement  of  the  operations 
of  this  office  to  the  end  of  the  last  quarter,  and  shall 
be  strictly  attended  to  hereafter.  I am,  respectful- 
ly,  your  obed’t  servant; 

L.  HAWKINS,  receiver. 

Hon.  Jjcvi  Woodbury , sec.  of  the  treasury. 

[Balance  due  from  Mr.  Hawkins,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  ($100,000),  per  last  settlement  at 
treasury] . 


8. — Correspondence  with  U.  G.  Mitchell,  receiver  at 
Cahabia. 

CIRCULAR. 

Treasury  department,  February  28, 1835. 
Sir:  It  has  been  intimated  to  the  department  that 
a practice  prevails  at  some  of  the  land  offices  ot 
permitting  entries  and  issuing  certificates  of  pur- 
chase, without  the  payment  of  the  purchase-money 
at  the  time  of  the  entry.  Such  a practice  being 
unauthorised  and  highly  reprehensible,  I have 
deemed  it  proper  to  make  known  to  you,  that  if  it 
has  been  tolerated  by  you,  it  must  immediately 
cease;  and  any  repetition  of  it  hereafter,  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  department,  will  receive 
prompt  and  exemplary  notice. 

I cannot  omit  the  occasion  to  impress  upon  you 
the  necessity  of  a strict  attention  to,  and  punctual 
compliance  with,  the  duties  required  of  you  in  re- 
gard to  the  prompt  deposite  of  the  public  moneys 
and  transmission  of  your  accounts  and  returns;  and 
to  say  to  you  that  the  performance  of  those  duties 
must  be  regarded  as  parmount  to  all  other  in  your 
official  station.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

To  receiver s-  of  public  money  at  Cahaba,  Huntsville, 
Montgomery , Si.  Stephen’s,  Augusta,  Chocclmma, 
New  Orleans,  Ouachita,  Demopolis , Mardisville,  Spar- 
ta, Tuscaloosa,  Columbus,  Washington,  Opelousas, 
and  St.  Helena. 

Treasury  department,  February  4,  1836. 
Sir:  Your  returns  for  the  months  of  October,  No- 
vember and  December,  have  not  been  received.  I 
regret  that  there  should  be  any  occasion  to  notice 
the  neglect  or  accident,  (as  the  case  may  be),  in 
this  important  duty;  and  avail  myself  of  this  occa- 
sion to  inform  you  that,  unless  your  future  returns 
are  received  at  this  department  within  the  month 
next  succeeding  that  for  which  the  return  is  render- 
ed, it  will  place  me  under  the  disagreeable  necessi- 
ty of  reporting  the  fact  to  the  executive,  in  order  to 
comply  with  the  general  rule  in  this  class  of  cases. 
Iam,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  at  Palmyra,  Missouri,  October,  November 
and  December;  Edwardsvilie,  Illinois,  November  and 
December;  Quincy,  Illinois,  November  and  Decem- 
ber; Shawneetown,  Illinois,  October,  November  and 
December;  Cahaba,  Alabama,  November  and  De- 
cember; St.  Stephen’s,  Alabama,  November  and  De- 
cember; Columbus,  Mississippi,  November  and  De- 
cember; Mount  Salus,  Mississippi,  November  and 
December;  Helena,  Arkansas,  December;  Washing- 
ton, Arkansas,  December;  Zanesville,  Ohio,  Decem- 
ber; Vincennes,  Indiana,  December;  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois, December;  Galena,  Illinois,  December;  Vanda- 
lia,  Illinois,  December;  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  De- 
cember; Augusta,  Mississippi,  December;  Chocchu- 
ma,  Mississippi,  December;  N.Orleans, Ouachita,  and 
St.  Helena,  Louisiana,  December;  Green  Bay,  Mi- 
chigan, December;  Batesville,  Arkansas,  December. 

Receiver’s  office,  Cahaba,  Feb.  19,  1836. 
Sir:  I received  yours  of  the  4th  instant.  The 
press  of  business  in  this  office  has  prevented  the 
returns  to  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  they  are  requir- 
ed. 

I wish  to  know  if  it  would  be  advisable  to  sus- 
pend the  entry  of  land  a few  days  at  a time,  in  or- 
der to  forward  the  returns'sooner.  The  returns  you 
mention  have  been  forwarded.  I shall  spare  no 
pains  to  comply  with  the  instructions  from  your 
department.  Respectfully,  your  obed’t  servant. 

U.  G.  MITCHELL,  R.  P.  M. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  March  3,  1836. 
Sir:  The  suspension  of  tile  business  of  the  land 
office,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  to  make  out 
your  monthly  returns,  cannot  be  permitted.  As 
those  returns  are  intended  to  be  mere  exhibits  of 
your  cash  transactions  for  each  month,  and  are  not 
necessarily  subject  to  the  delay  of  detailed  book 
entries,  I can  perceive  no  sufficient  reason  for 
their  being  withheld  longer  than  the  first  week  in 
each  succeeding  month.  I am  &e. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

U.  G.  Mitchell.,  esq.  receiver  of  public  money,  Cahaba. 

Treasury  department,  November  21,  1836. 
Sir:  Besides  the  neglect  complained  of  in  my 
letter  of  the  18th  instant,  I regret  to  be  obliged  to 
take  notice  of  another,  equally  culpable:  iUs  the 
omission  to  deposite  the  public  money  at  the  inter- 
vals prescribed  in  the  instructions  of  the  depart- 
ment. It  appears  that  no  deposite  has  been  made 
by  you  since  the  28th  July  last,  although  the  ba- 
lance on  hand  on  the  31st  August  amounted  to 
$62,910  1-3,  as  shown  by  your  returns  of  that  date 
I must  therefore  claim  your  immediate  attention 
to  the  subject.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money,  Cahaba,  Alabinn. 


Receiver’s  office,  Cahaba,  December  8,  1836. 

Sir:  I received  yours  of  the  24th  November.  I 
am  truly  sorry  you  think  I have  neglected  my  duty 
about  depositing  the  public  moneys;  that  is  a thing 
I never  have  neglected,  sick  or  well.  On  the  14th 
November,  1S36,  I enclosed  you  the  cashier’s  re- 
ceipt, dated  31st  October,  1886. for  $136,091  34. 

As  I wrote  you  before,  the  delay  of  my  returns 
was  owing  to  my  indisposition:  I have  just  got  so 
1 can  attend  to  my  office.  Respectfully  your  obe- 
dient servant,  U.  G.  MITCHELL,  R.  P.  M. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Treasury  department,  Jan.  17,  1837. 

Sir:  I enclose  a copy  of  a note  submitted  to  the 
department  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  your  as- 
sistant, in  charging  a discount  on  moneys  received 
in  payment  for  public  lands;  and  have  to  request 
that  you  will  furnish  the  department  with  full  ex- 
planations. I am,  8tc. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Cahaba. 

Receiver’s  office,  Cahaba,  Feb.  3,  1837. 

Sir:  I received  yours  of  the  17th  ultimo.  I am 
truly  sorry  that  any  gentleman  should  find  fault 
with  the  gentleman  that  I entrusted  my  office  to 
in  my  illness.  I can  say  to  your  department  that 
Mr.  Joseph  Babcock  is  a gentleman  of  high  stand- 
ing and  respectability;  a man  that  is  honest  and 
correct  in  all  his  dealings;  he  stands  as  high  as  any 
gentleman  in  this  section  of  country;  and  he  would 
scorn  to  do  any  act  derogatory  to  a gentleman.  I 
now  enclose  you  Mr.  Babcock’s  statement,  which 
I hope  will  be  satisfactory  to  your  department.  Re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

U.  G.  MITCHELL,  rec.  of  public  moneys. 

Hon.  Levi.  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury,  Washington  city . 

Cahaba.  February  3,  1837. 

Dear  sir:  At  your  request,  I have  to  state,  in 
answer  to  Mr.  Boykin,  charged  with  having  re- 
ceived of  him  paper  money  in  payment  for  land, 
that  such  was  not  the  fact.  Mr.  Boykin  requested 
me  to  take  paper;  I told  him  I could  not,  but  that 
he  could  probably  get  his  money  changed  in  town. 
He  replied  that  it  was  a hard  case  if  he  had  to  pay 
a per  cent,  and  then  asked  me  if  I would  exchange 
with  him;  I answered  that  I had  specie  of  my  own, 
unconnected  with  the  public  money,  he  could  have 
at  the  curient  rates  specie  was  at  that  time  selling 
at  in  town,  which  was  five  per  cent.  He  agreed  to 
this  arrangement,  paid  me  lor  the  exchange,  and 
the  speciepvas  deposited  by  me  tor  his  land.  Now, 
this  is  the  true  history  of  the  transaction  with  Mr. 
Boykin.  I used  no  funds  but  my  own,  which,  as  a 
free  citizen,  I contend  I have  an  undoubted  right  to 
do.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOSEPH  BABCOCK. 

Uriah  G.  Mitchell,  esq.  receiver. 

Treasury  department,  Feb.  18, 1837. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  is  received;  in 
reply  to  which,  I have  to  observe,  that  neither  you 
nor  any  other  person  in  your  employment  should 
deal  in  exchanges,  inasmuch  as  it  tends  to  produce 
complaints,  and  subjects  you  to  suspicion,  however 
upright  your  views  may  be.  1 hope  it  will  not  be 
allowed  hereafter.  I am.  fee. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Cahaba,  Alabama. 

Treasury  department.  May  25,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  to  ask  your  attention  to  that  part  of 
tile  enclosed  circular  which  relates  to  the  trans- 
mission of  your  monthly  returns  to  this  office.  I 
am,  &.c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  of  public,  money,  St.  Louis,  Palmyra,  Caha- 
ba, New  Orleans,  Chocchuma,  and  St.  Augustine. 

[Mr.  Mitchell,  as  late  receiver  at  Cahaba,  is  in- 
debted fifty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents,  $54,626  55.) 

9. — Correspondence  with  Paris  Childress,  receiver  at 
St.  Helena. 

Treasury  department,  July  18,  1834.. 

Sir:  I regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  no- 
ticing your  omission  to  make  returns  for  the  months 
of  April,  May  and  June  last.  By  a circular  dated 
the  15th  of  January  last,  you  were  advised  of  the 
necessity  of  promptitude  in  this  respect;  it  remains 
that  I should  again  remind  you,  once  for  all,  that 
this  is  a duty  which  must  be  punctually  observed. 
I am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  at  Marietta,  Ohio;  Vincennes,  Indiana; 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana;  Springfield,  Illinois:  Fayette, 
I Missouri;  S',.  Helena,  Louisiana;  and  St.  Stephen’s, 
* Alabama. 
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Receiver's  office,  St.  Helena,  (La,.)  Jlug.  15, 1834. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  yours  of  the  18th  ultimo,  I 
furnish  you,  herewith,  my  accounts.for  the  months 
of  April,  May  and  June  last,  showing  the  transac- 
tions in  my  office.  The  office  of  register  being 
vacant,  no  business  was  transacted;  and  I was  of 
opinion  that  it  would  not  be  thought  necessary  by 
the  department  that  I should  reiterate  from  month 
to  month  the  same  statement,  believing  that  my 
quarterly  returns  would  answer  every  thing  fully 
and  satisfactorily.  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

PARIS  CHILDRESS,  receiver. 

Kon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

CIRCULAR. 

Treasury  department,  Feb.  28,  1835. 
Sir:  It  has  been  intimated  to  the  department  that 
a practice  prevails  at  some  of  the  land  offices  of 
permitting  entries  and  issuing  certificates  of  pur- 
chase, without  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money 
at  the  time  of  the  entry.  Such  a practice  being 
unauthorised  and  highly  reprehensible,  I have 
deemed  it  proper  to  make  known  to  you  that,  if  it 
has  been  tolerated  by  you,  it  must  immediately 
cease;  and  any  repetition  of  it  hereafter,  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  department,  will  receive 
prompt  and  exemplary  notice, 

I cannot  omit  the  occasion  to  impress  upon  you 
the  necessity  of  a strict  attention  to,  and  punctual 
compliance  with,  the  duties  required  of  you  in  re- 
gard to  the  prompt  deposite  of  the  public  moneys, 
and  transmission  of  your  accounts  and  returns;  and 
to  say  to  you  that  the  performance  of  those  duties 
must  be  regarded  as  paramount  to  all  other  in  your 
official  station.  Iam,&c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  of  public  money  at  Cahaba,  Huntsville, 
Montgomery,  St.  Stephen’s,  Augusta,  Chocchuma, 
New  Orleans,  Ouachita,  Demopolis,  Mardisville, 
Sparta,  Tuscoloosa,  Columbus,  Washington,  Ope- 
lousas, and  St.  Helena. 

Treasury  Department,  Feb.  4,  1836. 
Sir:  Your  returns  for  the  month  of  December 
have  not  been  received.  I regret  that  there  should 
be  any  occasion  to  notice  the  neglect  or  accident, 
(as  the  case  may  be),  in  this  important  duty,  and 
avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  inform  you  that,  un- 
less your  future  returns  are  received  at  the  depart- 
ment within  the  month  next  succeeding  that  for 
which  the  return  is  rendered,  it  will  place  me.  un- 
der the  disagreeable  necessity  of  reporting  the  fact 
to  the  executive,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  gene- 
ral rule  in  this  class  of  cases.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Paris  Childress,  esq.  receiver  at  St.  Helena,  La. 

Receiver’s  office,  St.  Helena,  ( La.)  March  1,  1836. 

Sir:  With  this  you  will  receive  my  account  cur- 
rent, aggregate  of  moneys  received,  and  certificate 
of  deposite  for  ten  thousand  dollars;  from  which  it 
is  to  be  seen  there  is  a balance  of  two  thousand  two 
hundred  arid  eighty-two  dollars  and  five  and  a half 
cents  in  hand. 

Your  letter  of  the  4th  of  February  has  been  re- 
ceived,and  I should  regret  that  any  of  my  acts,  for  the 
future,  should  place  you  under  the  disagreeable  ne- 
cessity of  informing  the  executive  of  my  neglect  of 
duty.  I,  like  others,  am  liable  to  make  mistakes 
and  neglec*  my  duty,  but  I believe  seldom  in  com- 
parison with  others.  But  1 shall  endeavor,  whilst 
I remain  in  office,  so  to  act  as  to  clear  me  from  any 
suspicions  relative  to  punctuality  in  returns.  Yours, 
respectfullj', 

PARIS  CHILDRESS,  receiver. 
lion.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  March  26,  1836. 
Sir:  Complaints  are  made  to  the  department 
that  you  do  not  reside  at  the  land  office,  and  that, 
in  consequence,  it  frequently  occurs  that  persons 
having  business  at  the  office  are  disappointed  in 
seeing  you,  and  obliged  to  return  without  being 
able  to  accomplish  their  business. 

You  are  aware  that,  by  the  regulations  of  the  de- 
partment, you  are  required  to  reside  at  the  place 
where  the  land  office  is  located,  while  you  fill  the 
office  of  receiver.  I must  therefore  claim  your 
immediate  attention  to  this  matter.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  see.  of  the  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money,  St.  'Helena,  Louisiana. 

Receiver's  office , St.  Helena,  (La.)  Jlug.  12,  1836. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  here- 
•with,  my  account  current  and  aggregate  statement 
of  moneys,  and  certificate  of  deposite  for  the  month 
of  July,  showing  a balance  of  five  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  thirty-eight  and  a 
half  cents  in  favor  of  the  United  States. 


I also  will  advise  the  department  of  the  fact  that  I 
have  removed  to  the  office,  and  shall  never  be  absent, 
unless  to  deposite.  Respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  PARIS  CHILDRESS,  receiver. 

Hon.  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Washington  city. 

New  Orleans,  Feb.  25,  1838. 
Dear  sir:  With  this  you  will  receive  my  account 
current,  aggregate  of  moneys  received,  and  account 
with  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  which  have 
been  delayed  in  their  transmission  by  my  leaving 
the  office,  and  there  being  no  mail  at  Greensburg 
during  the  last  month. 

In  this  I also  tender  you  my  resignation  as  re- 
ceiver of  public  moneys,  being  no  longer  worthy  of 
the  trust;  and,  in  conclusion,  must  recommend  Mr. 
T.  N.  Baylies  as  a gentleman  more  worthy  to  fill 
the  vacancy  than  anyone  of  the  present  applicants. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PARIS  CHILDRESS. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury,  Washington  city. 

Treasury  department,  March  19,  1838. 
Sir:  Your  resignation  of  the  office  ofreceiver  of 
public  money  at  St.  Helena  has  been  received  and 
accepted;  and  I have  to  request  that  the  balance  of 
public  money  in  your  hands  may  be  placed  in  the 
Union  bank,  at  New  Oileans,  to  the  special  credit 
of  the  treasurer.  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  oj  the  treasury. 
Paris  Childress,  esq.  St.  Helena,  La. 

[Balance  due  from  Paris  Childress,  twelve  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and  seven- 
ty-six cents,  ($12,449  76).] 

10. — Correspondence  with  M.  J.  Allen,  receiver  at 
Tallahassee. 

Treasury  department,  Nov.  15,  1836. 
Sir:  The  punctual  deposite  of  the  public  moneys 
at  stated  intervals  being  enjoined  by  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  department,  it  becomes  proper  to  invite 
your  special  attention  to  this  duty,  and  to  require 
that  the  amount  in  .your  hands  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer  in  one  of  the  deposite  banks. 
To  enable  you  to  do  so  with  more  convenience,  and 
to  save  the  expense  of  travel,  you  are  authorised  to 
procure  a draft  on  any  convenient  deposite  bank  for 
the  funds  on  hand,  and  to  allow  a reasonable  pre- 
mium for  the  same.  The  draft  so  procured  can  be 
sent  to  the  bank  on  which  it  is  drawn,  and  credited 
to  the  treasurer.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  treasury. 
Math.  .7.  Allen,  esq.  Receiver  of  piMic  moneys,  Tallahas- 
see, Floridaa. 

Treasury  department,  Feb.  21,  1837. 
Sir:  I regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  ccm- 
plaining  of  your  neglect  to  render  your  returns  for 
November,  December  and  January.  Your  imme- 
diate attention  is  requested  to  the  subject. 

I am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Tallahassee,  Fa. 

Tallahassee,  March  31,  1837. 
Sir:  Herewith  are  transmitted  my  accounts  cur- 
rent for  the  months  of  January  and  February,  1837. 
I some  time  since  received  a communication  from 
you,  drawing  my  attention  to  the  transmission  of 
my  returns  for  November  and  December  of  the  last 
year;  but,  as  they  had  been  some  time  forwarded, 
I did  not  think  it  necessary  to  answer  that  com- 
munication; but,  upon  reflection,  I feel  uncertain 
whether  I transmitted  to  you  the  monthly  returns 
due  your  office — indeed,  it  had  escaped  my  recol- 
lection that  they  were  due  you.  You  will  much 
oblige  me  by'  informing  me  lor  what  months  ac- 
counts current  are  due  you;  and  I will  transmit 
copies  of  them  immediately  after  its  receipt.  Very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MATTHEW  J.  ALLEN,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  treasury. 

Treasury  department , April  12,  1837. 
Sir:  The  monthly  returns  in  arrear  from  yout 
office  are  those  for  November  and  December  last, 
as  you  have  already  been  infoim  ’d.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money,  Tallahassee. 

Treasury  department,  January  13,  1838. 
Sir:  The  acting  quartermaster  general  has  this 
day'  communicated  to  me  a letter  of  lieutenant  J. 
W.  McCrabb,  dated  the  2d  instant,  which  states 
that  y'ou  have  refused  to  pay  five  drafts  of  $5,000 
each,  drawn  by  the  treasurer  upon  yo\i  in  favor  of 
major  J.  B.  Brant,  United  States  army.  If  a satis- 
factory explanation  of  this  refusal  shall  not  be  re- 


ceived by  return  of  mail,  it  will  be  my  imperative 
duty  to  lay  the  case  before  the  president,  for  his  fi- 
nal action  upon  your  breach  of  official  trust,  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  public  service.  1 am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury . 

M.  J.  Allen,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Tallahassee. 

Tallahassee,  January  13,  1838. 

Sir:  I write  this  for  the  purpose  of  accounting 
to  you  for  the  fact  of  my  having  protested  drafts  on 
this  office  when  there  were  funds  in  it  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasury. 

Before  the  suspension  of  specie  payment,  I re- 
ceived the  notes  of  the  two  banks  at  this  place,  with 
an  express  understanding  with  their  officers  that  it 
was  to  be  considered  as  a special  specie  deposite. 
At  the  period  of  suspension  at  this  place,  the  direc- 
tors of  those  banks  refused  to  recognise  any'  differ- 
ence between  myself  and  their  other  creditors,  on 
the  ground  that  the  officers  of  the  banks  were  not 
authorised  to  make  the  contract  which  they  did 
with  me  as  receiver. 

There  remains,  therefore,  in  those  banks  funds 
belonging  to  the  treasury  to  the  amount  of  about 
$30,000  (unavailable  at  the  time)  in  specie.  This 
snm  is  perfectly  secure,  and  will  be  immediately 
paid  on  the  resumption  of  specie  payments.  The" 
banks  offered  drafts  on  the  north  to  the  holders  of 
those  drafts  which  have  been  protested,  but  they 
refused  to  receive  any  thing  except  the  specie. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MATTHEW  J.  ALLEN,  receiver. 

P.  S.  January  19,  1S3S.  I have  just  discovered 
that  by  neglect  this  letter  was  not  transmitted  when 
written,  and  that  my  communication  of  yesterday, 
in  which  I refer  to  it,  has  preceded  it. 

M.  J.  ALLEN. 

Tallahassee,  January  18,  1838. 

Sir:  Herewith  are  transmitted  my  weekly  re- 
turns for  the  first  and  second  weeks  of  this  month. 
You  will  perceive  that  though  (for  the  reasons  as- 
signed in  my  last  communication  to  you)  I had 
been  compelled  to  protest  drafts  previously  present- 
ed for  want  of  specie  funds,  yet  I have  paid  one, 
viz:  No.  2,915  on  war  warrant  No.  8,211,  since,  for 
$8,000,  on  the  condition  that  the  deficiency  in 
bank  (in  specie)  should  be  made  up  by  my  future 
deposites.  Said  deficiency  is  $5,640  12. 

The  balance  on  hand,  $26,895  37£,  is  (as  stated 
in  my  last)  at  present  unavailable  to  the  treasury, 
but  perfectly  safe;  a pait  of  the  above  balance  is  oil 
hand  in  cancell  d treasury  notes,  which  will  be 
transmitted  as  directed.  Very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

MATTHEW  J.  ALLEN,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  Feb.  2,  1838. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  13th  and  18th  instant  are 
received.  The  department  cannot  recognise  any 
such  excuse  as  that  assigned  in  your  letter  for  the 
failure  to  meet  its  drafts  in  specie.  The  receipt  of 
bank  notes  has  been  expressly  prohibited.  It  is  re- 
quired that  you  will  put  yourself  in  a situation  to 
pay  all  the  money  on  hand  in  specie,  if  desired,  by 
procuring  it  from  the  bank  or  elsewhere,  and  pay- 
ing it  out  in  discharge  of  the  drafts  drawn  on  you, 
if  the  holders  demand  it.  I shall  expect  a full  and 
satisfactory  reply  to  this  letter,  by  return  of  mail, 
in  order  that  the  whole  subject  may  be  submitted 
to  the  president.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

M.  J.  Alien,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 

Tallahassee,  Jan.  24,  1S38. 

Sir:  I this  day  received  your  communication  of 
the  13th  instant,  requiring  an  explanation  of  the 
fact  of  iny  having  refused  to  pay  four  drafts  of 
$5,000  each,  drawn  on  ine  in  favor  of  J,  B.  Brant, 
United  States  army. 

I beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  tty  letter  of  the  13th 
instant,  in  which  I have  explained  the  reasons  of 
my  having  been  compelled  to  protest  the  drafts 
above  mentioned. 

You  will  please  inform  me  whether  my  explana- 
tion is  satisfactor}',  and  what  course  shall  be  pur- 
sued in  regard  to  the  public  moneys  on  deposite,  in 
the  banks  of  this  place.  I am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

MATTHEW  J.  ALLEN,  receiver. 

P.  S.  When  in  Washington  last  summer,  I in- 
formed; you  personally  of  the  situation  of  those 
funds.  M.  J.  A. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec-  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  Feb.  5,  1838. 

STR:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo  is  received. 
When  you  told  me  last  summer  that  you  had  depo- 
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sited  your  funds  in  one  of  the  banks  at  Tallahassee, 

I stated  that  this  department  had  given  no  instruc- 
tions to  that  effect,  and  could  not  recognise  the  act. 

I further  stated  that  you  must,  through  the  bank  or 
otherwise,  meet  the  drafts  of  the  department  in 
funds  satisfactory  to  the  holders  of  our  drafts.  I 
can  see  no  other  alternative  consistent  with  the 
law. 

It  will  be  a misfortune  if  the  bank  neglect  its 
duty  to  you,  which  may  justify  a little  delay;  but 
the  most  obvious  course  is,  at  once  to  take  steps  to 
enforce  that  duty,  or  to  procure  funds  elsewhere  to 
discharge  your  obligation  to  the  government  as 
speedily  as  possible.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  Vie  treasury. 
Matthew  J.  Allen,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 

Tallahassee,  Feb.  21,  183S. 
Sir:  In  the  belief  that  you  will  apply  the  correc- 
tive, I feel  it  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  some  things 
which  the  agents  of  the  government  are  doing  in 
this  quarter. 

Mr.  M.  J.  Allen,  receiver  of  public  moneys,  is  in 
the  practice  of  exacting  an  exorbitant  discount 
upon  the  bank  note  currency  of  the  country,  when 
offered  in  payment  of  public  lands.  I have  before 
me  a memorandum  of  two  cases  which  occurred  on 
the  16th  instant.  In  one  of  them  the  discount  was 
fourteen,  in  the  other  fifteen  per  cent.;  and  the  gen- 
tleman who  gave  the  memorandum  stated  to  me  that 
he  had  paid  the  receiver  as  much  as  twenty  per 
cent.  You  will  perceive  that  the  effect  of  the 
specie  circular  is  to  enrich  your  office,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  people. 

On  the  8th  ultimo,  the  cashier  of  the  Union  bank 
of  Florida  received  from  lieutenant  John  William- 
son a draft  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  receiver,  for  eight  thousand  dollars.  The  di- 
rections of  Williamson  were,  to  demand  specie, 
with  which  to  pay  the  workmen  employed  in  the 
construction  of  the  arsenal  at  Mount  Vernon.  The 
receiver  had  not  the  specie,  and  the  draft  would 
have  gone  back  protested,  but  that,  on  a promise 
by  Allen  to  refund  the  specie,  the  draft  was  paid  by 
the  cashier  of  the  bank.  I presume  that  the  drafts 
of  the  treasurer  are  predicated  upon  funds  reported 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver.  It  is  matter  of 
complaint,  thatcitizens  have  applied  to  enter  lands, 
their  money  was  refused,  and,  after  having  convert- 
ed their  bank  notes  into  land  office  money,  upon 
another  application  for  their  land  they  have  found 
it  entered  by  the  receiver  or  by  his  clerk,  H.  R. 
W.  Andrews.  It  is  less  than  two  years  since  either 
the  receiveror  his  clerk  has  been  in  office.  Of  the 
previous  pecuniary  resources  of  the  first,  I have  no 
information;  but  I have  been  informed  that  the 
clerk  was  not  worth  five  hundred  dollars.  On  the 
12th  instant,  M.  J.  Allen  subscribed  to  the  new 
stock  of  the  Union  bank  of  Florida  forty  thousand 
dollars;  and  in  name  of  Allen  and  Andrews,  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars;  the  subscription  to  be  secured 
by  mortgage  of  land. 

Should  you  deem  this  communication  worthy  of 
notice,  and  will  commission  the  surveyor  general, 
or  gov.  Call,  or  any  person  possessing  your  con- 
fidence, to  investigate  the  matter,  I will  adduce  the 
testimony  in  proof  of  what  I have  written.  Very 
respectfully,  JOHN  G.  GAMBLE. 

The  president  of  the  U.  S. 

Tallahassee,  March  17,  183S. 
Sir:  Enclosed  are  answers  to  the  charges  prefer- 
red against  me  by  John  G.  Gamble,  as  communi- 
cated in  yours  of  the  8th  instant. 

I expect  to  be  in  Washington  city  about  the  mid- 
dle of  next  month,  when  I will  call  upon  you  [and 
explain]  some  of  the  circumstances  connected  with 
those  charges. 

The  cashier  of  the  Union  bank  of  Florida  has 
told  me  that  he  expected  a draft  in  their  favor,  on 
me,  for  the  amount  of  public  funds  in  their  hands. 
You  will  please  inform  me  whether  this  arrange- 
ment will  be  made,  that,  if  otherwise,  I may  take 
steps  to  convert  those  funds  into  such  as  will  suit 
the  government,  as  I wish  to  pay  the  whole  balance 
on  hand  as  early  a 3 possible.  Very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  M.  J.  ALLEN. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Tallahassee,  March  17,  1838. 

I divide  the  charges  made  by  Mr.  Gamble  against 
me,  as  receiver,  into  three,  and  will  answer  them 
in  the  order  made. 

1.  As  regards  my  receiving  bank  notes  at  15 
per  cent,  discount. — I have,  since  about  the  1st  of 
January  last,  in  a number  of  instances,  (at  the 
earnest  request  of  persons  wishing  to  secure  lands 
who  were  unable  to  obtain  the  specie),  received 
the  notes  of  the  Union  and  Central  banks  of  Florida, 


and  none  other,  at  a discount  of  15  per  cent,  and  at 
no  other  rate.  Before  I agreed  to  do  this,  the  people 
were  giving  20  percent,  for  specie,  and  it  was  often 
not  to  be  had  at  that.  I have  received  nothing  but 
specie  or  treasury  notes  lately;  nor  shall  I again, 
under  any  circumstances.  What  I have  received 
has  been  merely  lor  the  accommodation  of  persons 
desirous  of  securing  land,  for  I could  make  nothing 
by  the  operation,  as  it  would  cost  within  a fraction 
of  the  15  per  cent,  to  convert  Union  bank  funds  into 
specie;  and  I knew  I was  doing  it  at  my  own  risk, 
being  bound  to  the  government  for  specie.  John 
G.  Gamble  is  president  of  the  Union  bank,  (as, 
probably,  you  know),  and  is  now  charging  8 per 
cent,  for  exchange  on  the  north,  and  the  same  for 
treasury  notes,  in  his  own  obligations. 

2.  As  regards  the  draft  for  $8,000  in  favor  of  J. 
Williamson. — The  statement  of  Mr.  Gamble  is  sub- 
stantially correct,  and  I have  refunded  the  specie, 
as  promised;  but  Mr.  Gamble  forgot  to  tell  you  that 
the  Union  bank  had  more  than  that  amount  of  my 
funds  in  its  hands,  at  that  time,  which  he  chose  to 
call  notes,  contrary  to  justice  and  honor. 

3.  The  charge  that  persons  have  applied  to  en- 
ter lands,  their  money  been  refused,  and  the  land 
subsequently  entered  by  myself  or  Mr.  Andrew’s, 
is  wholly  false,  and  I defy  the  evidence.  Mr.  An- 
drews is  not  my  clerk,  as  Mr.  Gamble  very  well 
knows;  he  is  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Haekley,  the  regis- 
ter. I am  attending  to  the  duties  of  my  own  of- 
fice. When  away  last  summer,  Mr.  Robert  B. 
Copeland  was  my  agent. 

The  Union  bank  has  lately  bought  out  the  Cen- 
tral bank  of  Florida;  so  that  the  amount  in  that 
bank,  to  my  credit  as  receiver,  is  now  due  from  the 
Union  bank.  M.  J.  ALLEN,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury , secretary  of  the  treasury. 

P.  S.  I invite  the  fullest  and  promptest  investi- 
gation into  my  conduct  as  receiver,  conscious  that 
if  I have  erred,  it  has  been  through  no  improper 
motive.  M.  J ALLEN. 

Tallahassee,  April  13,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  just  received  yours  of  the  2d  current, 
saying  it  is  proper  I should  submit  such  proof  as 
may  be  in  my  power  in  support  of  the  charges 
made  against  M.  J.  Allen,  in  my  letter  of  the  21st 
of  February  last,  addressed  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States. 

Believing  that  you  would  direct  an  inquiry  to  be 
made  here  by  some  gentleman  possessing  the  confi- 
dence of  the  department,  and  that  Mr.  Allen  and 
the  witnesses  would  be  brought  face  to  face,  I have 
not  deemed  it  necessary  to  obtain  certificates  to 
prove  the  charges.  Indeed,  I did  not  suppose  they 
would  be  desired.  Nor  does  your  letter  suggest  a 
denial  of  any  other  than  the  charge  in  relation  to 
the  entry  of  lands  which  have  been  applied  for  by 
others. 

The  gentlemen  whose  names  are  associated  with 
that  charge  reside  more  than  sixty  miles  from  this 
city.  I will  write  to  them  this  day  to  furnish  the 
proof  you  ask;  but  the  great  irregularity  of  the 
mails  may  prevent  a receipt  of  their  answer  for 
some  weeks. 

But,  although  you  mention  a denial  of  one  charge 
only,  your  letter  asks  proof  of  “that  and  the  other 
charges.”  I have  accordingly  written  to  the  par- 
ties, (w'ho  I know  did  pay  the  discount  on  bank 
paper  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  the  president),  for 
their  written  statements.  They,  however,  reside 
some  seventy  miles  from  Tallahassee,  in  an  oppo- 
site direction. 

I presume,  however,  that  when  Mr.  Allen  reaches 
Washington,  he  will  not  deny  the  practice  of  which 
he  is  charged,  and  that  the  delay  of  proof  will  be 
immaterial. 

In  support  of  the  other  two  facts  mentioned  in 
my  letter  to  the  president,  I have  a certificate  of 
the  cashier  of  the  Union  bank  of  Florida. 

I must  here  apprize  yon  that,  in  practice,  the, 
two  offices  of  register  and  receiver  are  virtually 
blended  in  one.  The  register,  a most  excellent 
and  deserving  man,  bad  employed,  as  his  clerk  in 
the  office,  H.  R.  W.  Andrews,  to  attend  to  the  du- 
ties oflhe  office.  The  receiver,  Mr.  Allen,  subse- 
quently employed  the  same  Andrews  as  his  clerk. 
Almost  all  of  the  business  of  both  offices  is  done  by 
this  clerk.  Both  offices  are  kept  in  the  same  room; 
and,  in  practice,  the  check  intended  by  law  in  the 
establishment  of  the  two  offices  is  useless.  Iam 
sure  that  the  register  is  unaware  of  the  impropriety 
of  the  course,  and  that  he  will  apply  a corrective 
upon  your  giving  him  a hint  to  that  effect. 

In  conclusion,  I will  say  that  my  action  in  this 
matter  has  been  dictated  by  a sense  of  duty — a duty 
to  be  performed  by  some  one,  although  unpleasant. 
With  Mr.  Allen  I have  never  had  an  unkind  word, 
nor  have  I had  towards  him  an  unkind  feeling. 

Very  respectfully,  JOHN  G.  GAMBLE. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  oflhe  treasury. 


Union  bank  of  Florida, 

Tallahassee,  April  14,  1838. 

I hereby  certify  that  the  statement  made  by 
John  G.  Gamble,  in  his  fetter  of  the  21st  of  Febru- 
ary last,  addressed  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  draft  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment in  favorof  lieutenant  John  Williamson  on 
M.  J.  Allen,  receiver  of  public  moneys,  for  eight 
thousand  dollars,  is  a true  statement. 

I also  certify,  that,  as  stated  in  said  letter,  M.  J. 
Allen  did,  on  the  12th  of  February  last,  subscribe, 
in  his  own  name,  for  four  hundred  shares  (or 
$40,000)  of  the  stock  of  this  bank,  and  in  the  name 
of  Allen  & Andrews,  two  hundred  shares;  making, 
together,  a subscription  of  $60,000. 

I also  certify  that  since  that  time  H.  R.  W An- 
drews, the  clerk  and  partner  of  said  Allen,  has  sub- 
scribed for  $3,000  more  of  said  stock. 

JOHN  PARKHILL,  cashier. 

Tallahassee,  April  18,  1838. 

Sir:  Since  the  date  of  mine  of  the  13th  current, 

I have  seen  one  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I had 
been  referred  for  proof  “that,  after  refusing  the  mo- 
ney of  applicants  for  land,  the  receiver  had  entered 
the  same  land  himself;”  and  I find  that  my  inform- 
ant had  misapprehended  the  facts  of  the  case.  The 
information  was  given  in  so  positive  a manner  that 
I did  not  doubt  its  truth.  But  as  there  has  certain- 
ly been  mistake  in  one  case,  there  may  be  mistake 
in  the  others;  and  I feel  it  my  duty  at  once  to  ap- 
prize you  of  it,  that  Mr.  Allen  may  not  suffer  from 
any  untrue  charge.  The  other  charges,  I under- 
stand, are  not  denied  by  him.  Very  respectfully, 
JOHN  G.  GAMBLE. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  April  2,  1838. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  17th  ultimo  is  received,  and 
Mr.  Gamble  has  this  day  been  written  to,  request- 
ing him  to  forward  any  evidence  in  his  power  in 
support  of  his  charges,  and  especially  the  third, 
which  you  deny,  and  which  is  very  material. — 
When  the  evidence  is  received,  the  president  will 
decide  on  the  whole  subject. 

I understand  that  the  bank  has  made  an  engage- 
ment to  pay  here  $10,000  on  your  account.  If 
they  pay  more,  it  will  be  credited.  I trust  that  the 
drafts  heretofore  drawn  on  you  will  be  promptly 
paid.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  desirable  to  get  all 
your  accounts  arranged,  as  the  department  cannot 
consent  to  your  leaving  Tallahassee  till  the  sunj  'ct 
is  adjusted.  I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 

Washington , April  19,  1838. 

Sir:  Enclosed  are  two  statements:  one  marie  by 
H.  R.  W.  Andrews,  and  attested  by  R.  J.  Haekley, 
(the  register  at  Tallahassee),  going  to  disprove  the 
third  charge  of  Mr.  Gamble;  and  one  from  H R. 
W.  Andrews, showing  that  my  receiving  bank  notes 
at  15  per  cent,  discount  was  a relief  to  the  people 
of  5 per  cent,  instead  of  being  oppressive,  as  charg- 
ed by  Mr.  Gamble. 

You  will  perceive,  by  reference  to  the  statement 
made  below,  (which  you  will  find  correct),  that  I 
have,  since  the  16th  of  December,  1837,  (besides 
disbursing  all  receipts),  reduced  the  balance  in  my 
hands  subject  to  draft  $27,893  17]-,  leaving  the  ba- 
lance now  subject  to  draft  $22,059. 

I enclose  also  a note  from  Mr.  Thomas,  cashier 
of  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  which  I hope  will 
be  satisfactory  as  to  the  amount  to  my  credit  in  the 
Union  bank  of  Florida,  which  will  be  $18,365,  af- 
ter deducting  the  amount  of  a draft  on  me  ($1,950) 
in  favor  of  colonel  Downing,  which  was  yesterday 
sent  to  them  by  Mr.  Thomas,  and  the  amount  in 
my  hands  (stated  below)  will  be  reduced  to  $20,109. 

I avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  state  that  I 
did  not  leave  Tallahassee  on  account  of  the  charges 
preferred  against  me,  but  to  transansact  important 
business  in  New  York,  which  required  my  personal 
presence.  I shall  return  to  Tallahassee  next  month. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  ALLEN,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Statement  referred  to  above. 

Balance  subject  to  draft  Dec.  16,  1837  $-19,952  174- 
Balance  subject  to  draft  March  1,  1838  22,059  00 


Reduction  $27,893  174- 


Amount  received  by  me  since  I have 
been  in  office,  to  March  31,  1S38  $179,84  1 29] 

M.  J.  ALLEN. 
[to  be  continued.] 


160 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  4,  1839— CHRONICLE. 


CHRONICLE. 

A man  of  a thousand.  A citizen  of  Dorchester,  in 
Massachusetts, and  not  the  wealthiest  in  the  town  either, 
has  paid  to  a baker  in  that  place  the  sum  of  $1,852  15, 
within  the  last  five  years,  for  bread,  which  has  regular- 
ly been  distributed  to  the  poor  and  infirm  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. This  is  but  one  item,  and  the  recipients  of 
this  bounty  believe  that  he  has  bestowed  double  that 
sum  in  wood,  provisions,  and  other  necessaries,  to 
them  and  others,  who  are  sick  and  unfortunate. 

Cost  of  rail  roads.  The  cost  of  sundry  rail  roads  is 
thus  stated  in  a late  report  of  the  directors  of  the  IIou- 


satonic  rail  road: 

Per  mile. 

Cost  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  road  $37,000 

“ Boston  and  Provide-ice  road  42,000 

“ Norwich  and  Worcester  road,  22,000 

“ Western  rail  road  34,000 

“ New  Jersey  do.  45,000 

“ Camden  and  Amboy  40,000 

“ Columbia  and  Philadelphia  40,00)0 

“ Alleghany  and  Portage  45,000 

“ Albany  and  Schenectady,  01,000 

Utica  and  Schenectady,  19,000 

“ Slonington  52,000 

“ Hartford  and  New  Haven,  about  20,000 

“ Housatonic,  about  15,000 


Bank  robbers  arrested.  About  a year  since,  a pack- 
age of  bank  bills  amounting  to  $6,300,  belonging  to  the 
Ocean  bank  at  Newburyport,  and  the  Powow  bank  at 
Salisbury,  Mass,  was  stolen  from  a small  trunk  in 
which  it  was  sent  to  one  of  the  Boston  banks.  The 
robbery  was  ascertained  to  have  been  committed  by  an 
Englishman,  named  Freeman,  and  others.  Pursuit 
was  made,  but  Freeman  escaped,  and  sailed  for  Eng- 
land in  the  packet  ship  Westminster,  where  he  arrived 
in  safety  with  his  booty.  He  remained  in  England 
till  March,  when  he  returned  with  several  accomplices, 
well  furnished  with  all  kinds  of  instruments  for  bur- 
glarious purposes. 

The  London  police  officers  having  full  information 
of  the  designs  of  these  villians,  communicated  the  fact 
to  lord  John  Russell,  from  whose  office  despatches 
were  sent  over  hither  to  the  British  consul,  and  by  him 
laid  before  the  police  here  by  high  constable  Hays,  who 
also  had  letters  by  the  Great  Western,  advising  him  of 
the  fact  of  Freeman,  under  the  name  of  Arnold  or  Col- 
lard,  with  his  wife  and  nephew,  named  Arnel,  alias 
Ager  or  Aggett  or  Ergot,  having  sailed  in  the  ship 
Gladiator  for  this  port.  The  arrival  of  the  Great  Wes- 
tern before  the  Gladiator,  brought  the  intelligence  in 
season  to  be  successfully  acted  on,  and  high  constable 
Hays  having  made  arrangements  with  the  keeper  of 
the  telegraph,  to  announce  the  Gladiator  as  soon  as 
she  appeared  below,  had  his  corps  of  officers,  consist- 
ing of  Homans,  Sparks,  B.  J.  Hays,  and  G.  F.  Hays, 
ready  to  pounce  upon,  and  secure  the  villians  as  soon 
as  they  should  come  within  their  grasp. 

The  vessel  arrived  below  on  Wednesday  night  of 
last  week,  and  the  next  morning  Freeman,  whose  real 
name  is  Collard,  his  wife  and  nephew  Arnel  alias  Ag- 
gett was  arrested.  Collard  is  to  be  sent  to  Boston,  on 
a requisition  from  gov.  Everett.  The  nephew  is  de- 
tained here,  and  the  woman  is  discharged. 

[N.  Y.  Ex. 

On  the  19th  inst.  sixteen  steamboats  and  seven 
schooners  arrived  at  or  departed  from  the  harbour  of 
Cleveland,  on  Lake  Erie. 

Dr.  Wylie,  president  of  Indiana  college,  had  charges 
preferred  against  him  in  the  legislature  of  Indiana,  for 
misfitanaget'nent  of  the  funds  of  that  institution,  un- 
gentlematily  conduct,,  &c,  The  legislature  referred  the 
subject  to  the  board  of  directors,  who,  at  the  instance 
of  the  prosecutor,  Dr.  Foster,  agreed  to  conduct  the 
case  with  the  customary  regulations  of  a court  of  jus- 
tice. The  prosecutor,  and  the  two  gentlemen  who  en- 
dorsed the  charges,  were  members  of  the  board.  Dr. 
Wylie  was  unanimously  acquitted;  one  of  the  endorsers 
resigned  his  seat  during  the  trial,  and  the  other,  with 
the  prosecutor,  joined  in  the  verdict. 

James  river  and  Kanawha  company.  The  canal  has 
been  doing  a good  business  since  it  was  opened.  We 
have  been  favored  by  the  toll-gatherer  with  a statement 
of  the  amount  of  produce  brought  down,  and  merchan- 
dise carried  up  the  James  river  canal,  and  the  amount 
of  tolls  received,  from  the  opening  of  the  canal,  (Janu- 
ary 12th),  to  the  13th  of  April,  1839,  both  inclusive: 
Descending. 

2,373  hhds.  tobacco. 

115  hhds.  stems. 

107,708  bushels  wheat. 

64,922  barrels  flour. 

196,900  lbs.  miscellaneous  articles. 

625,800  lbs.  manufactured  tobacco. 

’£00  tons  bar  and  pig  iron. 

346  cords  wood. 

85,000  feet  plank. 

81,544  bushels  coal. 

Ascending. 

3,935,500  lbs.  merchandise. 

2,056  sacks  salt. 

1,113  hhds.  liquors. 

354  tons  iron. 

1,5SJ  “ plaster. 

34,039  bushels  corn,  oats,  &c. 

Amount  ot  tolls  $16,746  15. 

The  company  are  making  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments to  extend  their  improvements.  They  hope,  that 


it  will  be  in  their  power  to  complete  their  work  up  to 
Lynchburg,  by  the  1st  of  January  next.  They  are 
about  to  make  every  effort  for  this  purpose.  Thus, 
the  tolls  will  be  greatly  increased,  and  the  confidence 
of  the  public  and  the  legislature  positively  confirmed. 

Pere  le  Chaise.  I have  wandered  thro’  that  far-fa- 
med cemetery,  that  overlooks  from  its  mournful  brow, 
the  gay  and  crowded  metropolis  of  France;  but  among 
the  many  inscriptions  upon  those  tombs,  I read  scarce- 
ly one — I read— to  state  so  striking  a fact  with  numeri- 
cal exactness — I read  not  more  than  four  or  five  in- 
scriptions in  the  whole  of  Pere  le  Chaise,  which  made 
any  consoling  reference  to  a future  life.  I read  on 
those  cold  marble  tombs,  the  lamentations  of  bereave- 
ment, in  every  affecting  variety  of  phrase.  On  the 
tomb  of  youth,  it  was  written  that,  “its  broken  hearted 
parents,  who  spent  their  days  in  tears,  and  their  nights 
in  anguish,  had  laid  down  here  their  treasure  and  their 
hope.”  On  the  proud  mausoleum  where  friendship, 
companionship,  love,  had  deposited  their  holy  relics, 
it  was  constantly  written,  “her  husband  inconsolable,’’ 
“his  disconsolate  wife;’’  “a  brother  left  alone  and  un- 
happy has  raised  this  monument;”  but  seldom,  so  sel- 
dom, that  scarcely  ever  did  the  mournful  record  close 
with  a word  ol  hope;  scarcely  at  all  was  it  to  be  read 
amidst  the  marble  silence  of  that  world  of  the  dead, 
that  there  is  a life  beyond;  and  that  surviving  friends 
hope  for  a blessed  meeting  again,  where  death  comes 
no  more.  [Rev.  Orville  Dewey. 

The  great  bell  of  Moscow.  Much  has  been  said  and 
written  in  relation  to  this  wonderful  mechanical  pro- 
duction; and  as  there  ore  many  opinions  afloat  about 
the  actual  size  of  it,  we  subjoin  a correct  estimate  of 
its  weight  and  cost.  Its  actual  Russian  weight  is 
12,337  poods,  443,772  pounds  English  gross  weight.  It 
was  cast  in  the  reign  of  the  empress  Ann,  and  cost  a 
sum  equal  to  327,500  dollars.  The  sound  of  it  rather 
amazed  and  deafened,  than  delighted  the  inhabitants 
of  Moscow.  Its  real  value  is  probably  double  its  ori- 
ginal cost,  for  every  one  ambitious  to  contribute  to- 
wards it,  threw  gold  or  silver  into  the  furnaces  contain- 
ing the  metal,  which  were  four  in  number.  The  geo- 
metrical dimensions  are  as  follows:  The  piece  by  which 
the  bell  was  hung  to  the  beam,  from  the  top  of  the  bell 
to  the  beam,  3 feet  1 inch;  length  of  the  bell,  from  the 
beam  to  the  bottom,  21  feet  4 1-2  inches;  diameter  of 
the  bell  at  the  top,  7 feet  4 3-4  inches;  diameter  at  the 
bottom,  22  feet  4 3-4  inches. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  states  that,  the  opi- 
nion of  the  court  of  inquiry,  at  St.  Louis,  in  the  case  of 
lieut.  colonel  J.  B.  Brant,  deputy  quarter  master  gene- 
ral, has  not  been  promulgated,  but  its  tenor  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  fact  that,  a general  court  martial  has 
been  ordered  to  assemble  at  St.  Louis,  on  the  15th 
June,  for  his  trial. 

The  court  will  be  composed  of 

Bvt.  brig.  gen.  John  E.  Wool,  inspector  gen. 

Bvt.  brig.  gen.  W.  K.  Armistead,  col.  3d  arty. 

Bvt.  col.  John  B.  Walbac’n,  lieut.  col.  1st  arty. 

Col.  George  Croghan,  inspector  general. 

Col.  Stephen  W.  Kearny,  1st  dragoons. 

Bvt.  col.  Win.  S.  Foster,  lieut.  col.  4th  infantry. 

Col.  Trueman  Cross,  ass’t.  quartermaster  general. 

Major  Henry  K.  Craig,  ordnance. 

Major  Matthew  M.  Payne,  2d  arty. 

Major  Hartman  Bache,  corps  top.  engrs. 

Bvt,  major  Levi  Whiting,  4rh  arty. 

Major  Joseph  P.  Taylor,  commissary  of  sub. 

Captain  David  H.  Vinton,  ass’t.  quartermaster. 

Captain  Wm.  C.  De  Hart,  2d  arty,  judge  advocate. 

Michigan.  The  legislature  of  Michigan  adjourned 
sine  die  on  the  21st  ult.  after  a session  of  15  weeks. 
The  following  appropriations  in  aid  of  internal  iin- 

grovements,  were  made  during  the  session:  To  the 
outhern  rail  road,  $100,000;  Central  rail  road,  $100,- 
000;  Northern  rail  road,  $40,000;  Clinton  and  Kalama- 
zoo canal,  $60,000;  improvement  of  St.  Joseph’s  river 
$25,000;  of  Grand  river,  $25,000.  The  branches  of 
the  siate  bank  of  Michigan  have  been  located  by  law 
at  Detroit,  Pontiac,  Mount  Clemens,  Monroe,  Adrian, 
Ann  Arbor,  Jackson,  Marshall  and  Niles. 

The  appropriations  for  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, though  greatly  reduced  from  the  sums  originally 
proposed,  and  amounting  in  all  to  no  more  than  $350,- 
000,  are  yet  thought,  by  the  Detroit  Advertiser,  to  ex- 
ceed the  present  means  of  the  state.  The  whole  of 
the  “balance  in  the  treasury,’’  amounting  to  upwards 
of  $500,000,  is  said  to  be  unavailable  and  uncome-at- 
able,  in  the  Michigan  state  bank;  and  the  three  suc- 
ceeding instalments  of  the  five  million  loan,  will  be  re- 
quired to  meet  existing  liabilities,  in  the  progress  of  the 
the  public  works,  and  in  reference  to  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  state  government.  In  this  state  of  things 
the  Advertiser  says:  “The  only  practicable  remedy 
which  we  can  perceive,  for  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments under  which  the  state,  and  the  people  thereof, 
are  laboring,  is  time  and  retrenchment,  ft  will  go  hard 
with  our  spoil-loving  rulers — but  they  must  come  to  it. 
Necessity  is  a stern  master.  They  have  exhausted  the 
treasury — exhausted  the  people — exhausted  their  credit 
— now  they  are  about  to  become  economists  from  sheer 
necessity.  It  is  time  they  should.” 

A few  days  before  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature, 
gov.  Mason  sent  a message  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, vetoing  the  bill  “for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers 
on  the  state  lands.” 

Steam  vessels  of  war.  We  learn  from  the  New 
York  American,  that  the  board  which  have  been  sit- 


ting in  Washington,  to  devise  and  recommend  plans 
and  models  for  steam  vessels  of  wtlr,  have  determined 
to  build  two  steam  frigates  over  1,600  tons  burthen,'  to 
carry  ten  guns  each,  viz:  two  bomb  cannon,  and  eight 
forty-two  pounders.  One  is  to  be  constructed  at  the 
Brooklyn  navy  yard,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
Hart.  The  other  it  is  supposed,  at  Philadelphia. 


Gen.  Wool,  accompanied  by  lieut.  Macomb,  as  as- 
sistant, passed  up  the  Mississippi  on  the  7th  inst.  on 
his  way  to  Fort  Gibson,  having  already  inspected  the 
posts  on  Red  river.  [ Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

Mr.  Verplanck  has  made  a report  to  the  senate  of 
New  York,  on  internal  improvements.  It  proposes 
expenditures  as  follows: — 

For  the  Erie  canal  enlargement,  includ- 
ing what  has  already  been  expended,  $24,000,000 
For  the  lateral  canals,  including  what  has 
already  been  expended  and  -appropri- 
ated, ....  8,000,000 

For  rail  roads,  - - - 12,000,000 


Present  debt, 


44,000,000 

8,000,000 


52,000,000 

Deducting  amount  already  expended  or 
appropriated,  and  included  in  the  pre- 
sent debt,  ...  5,000,000 


Balance,  - ...  $47,000,000 

Which  will  be  the  total  amount  of  the  public  debt  at 
the  completion  of  all  the  public  works. 

The  “ Wetumpka  trading  company,”  a free  banking 
association  at  Wetumpka,  in  Alabama,  has  gone  off 
bodily.  The  president,  directors  and  company,  have 
absconded  to  Texas,  with  all  the  property  of  the  con- 
cern, upon  which  they  could  lay  their  hands.  The 
Wetumpka  paper  says,  that  “the  systematic  adroitness 
with  which  they  have  swindled  the  community  out  of 
$125,000  to  $140,000,  puts  Dr.  Dyott  and  the  Wild  Cat 
banks  at  defiance.” 


Charles  P.  Clinch  has  been  appointed  deputy  collec- 
tor of  the  port  of  New  York. 


The  Alexandria  Gazette  of  yesterday  states,  that 
Charles  Bennett,  esq.  late  of  that  town,  having  pro- 
vided during  his  life  for  his  immediate  connexions,  af- 
ter leaving  by  his  will  several  legacies  to  his  friends, 
has  devised  the  residue,  being  the  bulk  of  his  estate,  to 
his  executors,  in  trust,  for  such  purposes  as  they  may 
consider  as  promising  to  be  most  beneficial  to  the  town 
and  trade  of  Alexandria. 


St.  Louis.  The  population  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  is  sup- 
posed, at  this  time,  to  fall  little,  if  at  all,  short  of  20,000. 
This  number  we  must  remember  only  includes  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  proper.  Including  the  suburbs,  it 
is  supposed  that  the  population  would  exceed  30,000. 
Several  new  churches  are  in  progress  in  the  city,  as  we 
learn  from  the  Republican  of  the  12th  inst.  The  Se- 
cond Presbyterian  church  have  commenced  a building 
of  handsome  style  and  finish,  on  the  corner  of  Fifth 
and  Walnut  streets.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
have  purchased  for  18,000,  a lot  on  the  corner  of  Fifth 
and  Pine  streets,  on  which  they  propose  to  erect  a 
more  spacious  building  than  that  which  they  now  pos- 
sess, and  which,  though  among  the  largest  in  the  city, 
is  found  insufficient  for  their  accommodation.  The 
Catholics  are  also  erecting  a new  and  spacious  church 
in  Soular’s  Addition  of  Sr.  Louis;  and  several  other 
buildings,  as  places  of  worship,  besides  those  mention- 
ed, are  in  contemplation;  and  nothing  but  the  high  pri- 
ces of  materials  and  labor,  as  the  Republican  remarks, 
will  prevent  the  immediate  commencement  and  early 
completion  of  all  or  most  of  these  buildings. 


The  state  hank  of  Michigan.  The  legislature  have 
elected  the  following  gentlemen  directors  of  the  state 
bank  of  Michigan,  viz:  Edward  Mundy,  John  Biddle, 
John  S.  Barry,  Robert  Stewart  B.  F.  11.  Witherell, 
Zina  Pitcher,  Charles  Noble,  and  G.  W.  Jermaine. 

Of  the  directors  elect,  the  Detroit  Free  Press  says: 
“From  the  political  character  of  these  gentlemen,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  legislature  have  carried  out,  in  the 
choice  of  directors,  the  spirit  of  compromise  in  which 
the  bank  bill  was  conceived  and  enacted.  This  fact, 
Together  with  the  high  character  of  the  directors,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  gives  assurance  that  no  ordinary 
circumstances  will  prevent  the  bank  from  being  put  in- 
to successful  operation,  and  answering  the  warmest  ex- 
pectations of  its  friends.” 


The  Michigan  house  of  representatives,  have  post- 
poned indefinitely,  the  senate’s  bill,  (o  remove  the  ca- 
pitol  of  that  state  from  Detroit  to  Marshall. 


A relic  of  antiquity.  Mr.  R.  S.  Prescott,  of  this  city, 
in  ploughing  the  field,  in  what  is  called  the  Yorkshire 
quarter,  a few  rods  from  the  Derby  turnpike,  a few 
days  since,  turned  up  from  a deep  furrow,  an  ancient 
silver  coin,  of  about  the  size  of  a half  dollar,  which,  on 
being  cleansed,  was  found  to  be  in  good  preservation. 
It  is  covered  with  Hebrew  characters,  (as  we  are  in- 
formed, not  having  seen  it),  and  bears  the  date  of 
1197 — consequently  must  have  been  coined  upwards 
of  640  years  ago.  It  is  a mystery  how  it  came  there, 
as  the  land  is  in  a suburb  of  the  town,  was  never  built 
upon,  and  for  many  years  was  not  cultivated.  We 
hope  some  learned  antiquarian  will  give  us  a correct 
description  of  it.  [New  Haven  Herald. 
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Appointments  by  the  president.  Nathan 
Luffborough,  Joshua  Pierce,  John  Cox,  James  Geliys, 
Lewis  Cat  berry,  George  Naylor  and  C.  H.  Wiltber- 
ger,  to  be  members  of  the  levy  court  of  Washing- 
ton county. 

Thomas  Carbery,  Bernard  Hooe  and  William  Mi. 
nor,  to  be  inspectors  of  the  penitentiary. 

Samuel  Smoot  to  be  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Washington. 

George  Hill,  of  Connecticut,  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  States  for  the  port  of  Boodroom,  in  Turkey 
in  Asia. 

Arnold  Plumer,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  marshal 
of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  place  of  Seth  Salisbury,  re- 
moved. 


On  Thursday,  the  9th  instant,  the  hon  .Richard 
G.  Dunlap  was  introduced  by  the  secretary  of 
state  to  the  president,  and  delivered  his  credentials 
as  minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordi- 
nary of  the  republic  of  Texas. 


Military  academy.  The  following  gentle- 
men have  been  invited  to  attend  the  ensuing  exami- 
nation of  the  cadets  of  the  United  States  military 
academy,  to  commence  on  the  second  Monday  in 
next  month.  [ Globe . 

Gen.  G.  Temple  Winthrop,  Massachusetts. 

Gen.  John  Pickering,  “ 

Hon.  John  McKeon,  New  York. 

Gov.  W.  L.  Marcy,  “ 

Hon.  Byram  Green,  “ 

Hon.  R.  C.  Grier,  Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  William  R.  De  Witt,  “ 

Hon.  Thomas  M.  Pettit,  “ 


Col.  William  Drayton, 
Dr.  Charles  Magill, 
Johnson  Reynolds,  esq. 
Abrm.  W.  Venable,  esq. 
Rev.  J.  Bachman, 
William  H.  Ellet,  esq. 

Dr.  C.  Milton  Reese, 

Col.  F.  Jordon, 

Rev.  J.  J.  Bullock, 
Abrm.  Litton,  esq. 

B.  M.  Atherton,  esq. 
Hon.  William  Hendricks, 
Gen.  Thomas  A.  Smith, 
Gen.  J.  R.  Fenwick, 


Maryland. 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina. 
South  Carolina. 

C< 

Georgia. 

Kentucky. 

Tennessee, 

Ohio. 

Indiana. 

Missouri. 

United  States  army. 


Rhode  Island.  The  votes  at  the  recent  elec- 
tion in  this  state  having  been  counted,  it  appears 
that  seven  senators,  all  whigs,  have  been  chosen. 
Samuel  W.  King  is  chosen  by  a majority  of  528 
over  all  others;  Hezekiah  Bosworth  by  100;  Jona- 
than Reynolds  by  114;  Ezekiel  Fowler  by  100; 
William  S.  Browning  by  116;  Olney  Whipple  by 
129;  Henry  Aldrich  by  165. 

There  are  still  three  vancancies  in  the  senate — 
but  as  a quorum  has  been  chosen,  no  new  election 
will  take  place,  and  the  first  senator,  Samuel  W. 
King,  will  officiate  as  governor.  The  whig  majori- 
ty in  grand  committee  is  17.  John  Sterne,  the 
administration  candidate,  has  been  chosen  general 
treasurer  by  a majority  of  38;  Henry  Bowen7secre- 
tary  by  a majority  of  902;  Albert  C.  Greene,  attor- 
ney general  without  opposition;  both  whigs. 

Connecticut.  The  spring  session  of  the  le- 
gislature of  this  state  commenced  last  week,  being 
the  first  meeting  since  the  late  general  election 
The  strength  of  parties  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives was  tried  upon  the  election  of  a speaker.  The 
votes  were  for  Wm.  W.  Boardman  (whig)  109;  for 
Chas.  Woodward  (V.  B.)  74;  scattering  3;  show- 
ing a whig  preponderance  of  thirty  or  forty  votes. 
John  A.  Rockwell  (whig)  was  elected  president 
pro  tern,  of  the  senate. 

Governor  Ellsworth’s  message  is  very  tempe- 
rate and  guarded  in  its  allusions  to  national  politics, 
but  presents  his  views  against  the  sub-treasury 
scheme,  very  fully  and  frankly.  It  develope3  an  ad- 
mirable financial  condition  of  the  “land  of  steady 
habits.”  Connecticut  owes  nobody  a farthing,  and 
has  $21,000  in  her  treasury,  beside  a school  fund 
of  $2,000,000,  yielding  an  annual  revenue  of 
$104,000.  The  state  paupers  cost  $1,700  a year 
for  their  maintenance;  but  the  state  prison  earns  a 
nett  sum  of  $3,01)0  or  over. 

Vol.  VI.— feio.  11. 


Legislature  of  New  York.  The  legislature 
of  this  state  adjourned  on  Tuesday  at  12  o’clock, 
sine  die.  A slip  from  the  Albany  Argus  says: 

The  number  of  laws  passed  during  the  session  is 
large,  390;  but  the  acts  of  public  importance  may 
be  said  to  lie  in  a nutshell.  Indeed  we  recollect  at 
this  moment  only  the  acts  allowing  the  issue  of 
small  bills;  concerning  foreign  banknotes;  concern- 
ing the  compensation  of  the  clerks  of  the  supreme 
court  and  registers  of  clerks  in  chancery;  and  to 
preserve  the  purity  of  elections,  as  of  general  im- 
portance; the  two  latter  of  which  passed  at  the  last 
moment. 

The  bills  in  aid  of  the  several  rail  road  compa- 
nies, having  been  held  by  the  assembly  by  a pre- 
conceived political  arrangement,  until  within  a few 
days  of  the  adjournment,  and  then  pushed  through 
indiscriminately,  and  thrown  upon  the  senate  in 
the  midst  literally  of  all  the  public  business  of  the 
session,  that  body  did  not  find  time  to  take  them 
up,  nor  inclination  to  allow  them  to  rush  through, 
in  an  accumulated  mass,  without  the  opportunity 
to  discriminate  among  the  applications,  or  to  give 
such  as  were  meritorious  the  consideration  the  sub- 
ject demanded.  The  house  held  possession  of  them 
nearly  four  months,  and  then  threw  them  upon 
the  senate  under  the  circumstances  we  have  stat- 
ed. They  were  not  called  up  in  the  latter  body. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  construction  of  the  New 
York,  and  Erie  rail  road  by  the  state,  was  rejected 
in  the  senate,  and  after  full  discussion  in  both  houses 
— the  bill  not  being  in  a shape  to  receive  the  votes 
of  all  who  were  in  favor  of  the  measure  in  some 
form. 

The  senate  rose  and  reported  on  the  bill  to  reduce 
the  size  and  cost  or  the  Erie  canal  enlargement  to 
six  feet  by  sixty,  on  Monday;  but  were  not  able, 
under  the  pressure  of  other  matters,  to  go  again 
into  committee  on  the  subject.  But  if  the  question 
had  been  brought  to  a vote,  we  do  not  doubt  that  a 
decided  majority  were  in  favor  of  this  saving  to  the 
state  of  some  $5,000,000. 

The  bills  to  extend  (for  five  years)  the  char- 
ters of  the  Long  Island  bank,  and  the  bank  of  Ro- 
chester, became  laws. 

The  assertion  of  the  Argus,  that  “the  bills  in  aid 
of  the  several  rail  road  companies  having  been  held 
in  the  assembly,  by  a preconceived  political  ar- 
rangement, and  then  pushed  through  indiscrimi- 
nately,” is  without  a shade  of  foundation  in  truth — 
itis  well  known  that  these  bills  were  denounced, 
and  determined  to  be  rejected  in  a caucus  of  the  ex- 
regency held  last  week.  The  federal  loco  focos  in 
the  senate  have  “taken  the  responsibility”  of  de- 
feating these  internal  improvement  bills,  as  they 
did  the  election  of  United  States  senator,  and  the 
Jesuitism  of  the  Argus  will  not  blind  the  eyes  of 
the  people  to  this  violation  of  their  rights. 

[IV.  Y.  Times. 

Mr.  Webster  in  Boston.  Mr.  Webster’s  per- 
sonal friends  in  Boston  gave  him  a private  dinner  on 
Monday  evening,  at  the  Tremont  house.  About  150 
of  them  sat  down  to  a rich  feast,  well  arranged  and 
prepared  with  great  good  taste.  The  dinner  was 
rather  private  than  public — a few  only  of  the  many 
among  Mr.  Webster’s  friends  being  present. 
Among  the  speakers  were  Mr.  Webster,  governor 
Everett,  Mr.  Lathrop  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Winslow'. 
Mr.  Webster  took  occasion  to  remark  that  he  had 
no  thought  of  changing  his  place  of  residence  after 
his  return  from  England  as  had  been  intimated  in 
some  of  the  papers;  Boston  had  been  his  home  for 
23  years.  He  went  there  a young  man  and  was 
now  too  old  a man  to  change  his  social  relations, 
and  leave  old  friends  for  new  ones.  Boston  was  his 
home,  and  in  this  world  he  desired  no  other.  The 
Tremont  dinner  was  intended  as  a sort  of  adieu 
meeting  to  Mr.  Webster  prior  to  his  leaving  for 
Europe.  The  feast  was  both  intellectual  and  social, 
and  the  meeting  and  parting  was  conducted  in  the 
best  spirit. 

From  Florida.  We  learn  from  Tampa  Bay, 
says  the  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  4th  inst.  that  a 
short  time  since  the  hostile  Indians  under  Nehe- 
Stoco  Matta,  principal  chief  of  the  Tallahassees, 
with  one  hundred  warriors,  went  into  Tampa  and 
carried  off  all  the  Indian  prisoners  at  that  post. 
They  likewise  returned  the  night  following,  crossed 
the  river  and  reconnoitered  the  [tost  and  Barracks.— 


They  refuse  to  come  in  to  treat  with  the  whites,  and 
left  word  with  a white  man  whom  they  held  priso- 
ner during  one  night,  that  if  gen.  Macomb  wished 
to  treat  with  them  he  must  come  to  their  camp.  It 
is  said  they  are  unwilling  to  leave  the  territory  until 
better  satisfied  of  the  situation  of  their  friends  who 
have  emigrated;  that  they  will  retire  down  the  penin- 
sula and  defend  themselves  until  overpowered.  No 
depredations  have  been  committed  recently,  and  they 
declare  their  intention  to  remain  peaceable  unless 
disturbed  by  the  whites.  We  have  no  intimation 
of  gen.  Macomb’s  further  movements. 

Cotton  speculations.  The  New  Orleans  pa- 
pers have  lately  contained  many  paragraphs  on  the 
subject  of  very  extensive  dealings  in  cotton  by  a 
single  individual,  the  initials  of  whose  name  only 
are  given,  (V.  N.)  but  who  seems  to  have  alarmed 
the  merchants,  who  have  in  turn  arrested  his  oper- 
ations, and,  in  doing  so,  arrested  him,  and  prevented 
his  loaded  vessels  from  leaving  port.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  latest  paragraph  on  the  subject  from  New 
Orleans  that  we  have  seen: 

From  the  Louisianian , April  30. 

The  great  speculator.  The  operations  of  this  in- 
dividual have  occasioned  great  embarrassment  in 
the  market.  An  immense  quantity  of  cotton  is  tem- 
porarily thrown  out  of  the  way  of  purchasers,  in 
consequence  of  being  seized  by  the  sheriff.  Some 
of  the  cotton  factors  have  been  severely  distressed 
to  meet  their  engagements,  having  depended  for 
that  purpose  on  the  punctual  payment  in  cash  of 
the  sums  due  them  by  the  speculator.  Many  ships 
of  the  first  class,  laden  or  partly  laden  with  cotton 
on  his  account,  have  been  detained.  In  fact,  the 
commercial  part  of  the  community  is  thrown  into 
excitement  and  confusion  by  all  these  circumstances, 
and  it  will  require  the  lapse  of  some  time,  and,  we 
fear,  a long  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  to  re- 
store affairs  to  their  former  calm. 

On  this  subject  the  New  York  American  of  Mon- 
day last  has  the  following  paragraph,  which  throws 
more  light  upon  the  matter: 

“Mr.  Vincent  Nolte,  well  known  in  this  commu- 
nity and  in  New  Orleans,  has  recently  been  pur- 
chasing cotton  on  speculation  very  largely — from  30 
to  40,000 — in  the  latter  city.  When  the  accounts 
by  the  Great  Western  reached  New  Orleans  and 
sent  cotton  up,  those  wfio  had  not  before  ventured 
as  purchasers  began  to  investigate  the  more  daring 
purchases  of  Mr.  Nolte,  and  by  hints  and  innuen- 
does, as  is  said,  occasioned  distrust  about  his  ability 
to  comply  with  his  contracts. 

“This  led  to  withholding  deliveries,  seizing  ships 
loaded,  and  finally  to  holding  Mr.  Nolte  himself  to 
bail,  in  which  state  things  were  at  the  last  accounts. 
We  have  confidence  that  Mr.  Nolte  will  carry 
through  his  undertaking  successfully,  and,  we  hope, 
profitably  to  himself.” 

Latest  from  Texas.  The  packet  Columbia, 
43  hours  from  Galveston,  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on 
the  30th  ult. 

They  had  a splendid  ball  on  the  22d  ult.  in  honor 
of  the  victory  of  San  Jacinto. 

An  attempt  was  made  on  the  25th,  by  a couple  of 
young  bloods  to  fight  a duel,  near  Galveston,  but 
they  were  interrupted  by  the  sheriff. 

A large  cargo  of  ice  had  arrived  at  Galveston,  and 
the  erection  of  the  house  to  keep  it  in  during  the 
season,  is  announced. 

The  Civilian  and  Houston  Intelligencer  continue 
at  loggerheads.  They  cast  insinuations  at  each 
other  and  call  pretty  hard  names. 

Upper  Canada.  Recall  of  sir  George  Arthur. 
The  Hamilton  Express,  of  the  27th  ult.  has  the  fol- 
lowing postscript: 

“We  have  good  authority  for  stating  that  sir 
George  Arthur  has  been  recalled: 

Outrage  on  the  Stephen  Girard.  The  following 
communication  from  gov.  Arthur,  was  sent  by  lieut. 
Jones,  of  the  British  army,  as  special  messenger,  to 
the  collector  at  Cleveland,  in  explanation  of  the  re- 
cent insult  offered  to  an  American  vessel  in  the 
waters  of  the  Welland  canal: 

Government  house,  Toronto,  25th  April,  1839. 

Sir:  An  account  has  just  reached  the  lieut.  go- 
vernor, that  a gross  insult  was  offered  by  some  militia 
o'n  Monday  last,  to  the  master  of  the  American 
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schooner  Stephen  Girard,  ofOswego,  while  that  ves- 
sel was. lying  at  Port  Ooiborne,  on  her  way  to  Cleve- 
land. No  official  report  of  this  reprehensible  pro- 
ceeding has  yet  been  received;  but  by  a letter  from 
the  collector  at  Port  Colborne,  to  a director  of 
the  Welland  canal,  it  would  appear  that  some 
militia  men,  in  a state  of  intoxication,  boarded  the 
vessel,  cut  the  pennant  halyards,  and  by  threaten- 
ing language  compelled  the  master  to  throw  them 
on  shore.  They  also  endeavored  to  impede  the 
progress  of  the  Stephen  Girard,  through  the  canal, 
and^in  this  attempt  her  jolly-boat  was  materially 
injured. 

His  excellency  trusts  that  it  can  hardly  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  express  the  great  concern  he  feels 
on  this  occasion;  nor  is  it  his  wish  to  palliate  an  of- 
fence, the  commission  of  which  has  excited  his 
highest  displeasure. 

He  hopes,  however,  that  you  will  do  every  thing 
in  your  power  to  allay  the  angry  feelings  to  which 
such  an  outrage  is  calculated  to  give  rise;  and  by 
the  publication  of  a true  statement  of  the  facts  of 
the  case,  to  divest  it  of  that  false  coloring  with 
which  it  will  probably  at  first  be  represented.  It 
will,  likewise,  perhaps  be  regarded  by  you  as  a 
part  of  your  duty  to  direct  the  attention  of  your 
countrymen  to  those  lawless  and  cruel  aggressions 
on  this  province,  which  have  provoked  an  act  of  a 
retaliatory  character  from  a few  drunken  soldiers; 
and  his  excellency  doubts  not  but  that  every  pro- 
per means  will  be  employed  by  the  public  functiona- 
ries of  Cleveland  to  compose  and  tranquilize  the 
public  mind.  In  the  same  spirit  he  authorises  me 
to  assure  you,  that  the  perpetrators  of  this  outrage 
shall  be  visited  by  the  severest  punishment  our 
laws  will  permit;  and  that  such  effectual  means 
shall  be  immediately  adopted  to  prevent  its  recur- 
rence as  will  enable  your  vessels  to  pass  through 
our  canals  without  the  slightest  danger  of  interrup- 
tion, or  annoyance  of  any  kind.  For  your  further 
satisfaction  on  this  point,  his  excellency  has  direct- 
ed an  intelligent  officer  to  proceed  instantly  to 
Cleveland,  to  afford  every  explanation  that  can 
reasonably  be  required  on  the  subject  of  my  present 
communication. 

I have  only  to  add,  that  it  is  the  particular  desire 
of  the  lieut.  governor  that  the  master  of  the  Ste- 
phen Girard  should  come  here  to  substantiate  the 
charges  against  the  militiamen,  who  are  now  under 
confinement,  and  that  he  may  rely  on  experiencing 
protection  and  kind  treatment  from  us.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  serv’t. 

R.  D.  Tucker,  prov’l.  sec’y. 

S.  Starkweather,  esq.  collector  of  customs,  Cleveland. 


Late  and  important  from  China.  Suspen- 
sion of  trade— Mob  law  in.  the  Celestial  Empire  — 
By  the  ship  York,  from  Canton,  we  have  advices  to 
Jan  12th.  The  smuggling  of  opium  had  continued 
to  increase  until  Dec.  3d,  when  203  catties  being 
about  to  be  landed  in  front  of  the  foreign  factories  at 
Canton  they  were  seized,  and  the  foreign  trade  en- 
tirely suspended. 

The  Coolie3  who  were  arrested  accused  Mr.  lnnes, 
a British  merchant,  of  having  sent  money  to  Wam- 
poafor  the  purchase  of  the  opium,  and  Mr.  Talbot 
of  the  American  house  of  Talbot,  Olyphant  & Co. 
of  having  imported  the  same  in  the  ship  Thos. 
Perkins.  The  hatches  were  ordered  to  be  sealed, 
and  lnnes  and  Talbot  to  be  expelled.  The  hong 
merchant  Punhoyqua,  who  was  security  for  the  Per- 
kins, was  exposed  in  the  pillory. 

Several  communications  now  passed  between 
the  chamber  of  commerce  of  the  foreign  residents 
and  the  governor.  Mr.  Talbot  declared  his  inno- 
cence, and  that  the  Perkins  brought  nothing  but  rice. 
The  chamber  remonstrated  at  the  treatment  towards 
him  and  the  hong  merchants.  . 

Mr  lnnes  was  directed  to  leave  immediately  or 
hi-  house  should  be  pulled  down.  On  the  12th  Dec. 
matters  °rew  worse  in  consequence  of  the  attempt 
of  the  authorities  to  insult  the  foreign  merchants  by 
stran°-lin°-  in  front  of  the  factories  a Chinese  accused 
of  smuggling  opium.  An  immense  crowd  gathered 
on  the  square,  and  the  foreign  residents  and  the 
crews  of  the  vessels  resisting  the  execution,  the 
Coolies  consented  to  remove  the  instruments  and 
criminal  to  another  place.  Thecrowd.up  to  this 
time  were  friendly,  but  the  foreigners  indiscreetly 
struck  back  some  of  the  Chinese  with  canes,  the 
mob  turned  on  them,  and  pelted  them  with  showers 


of  stones.  __  , 

The  old  hong  merchant  Howqua  now  appeared 
on  the  scene,  and  beckoned  to  the  foreigners  to  re- 
treat, which  they  did,  into  the  imperial  hong.  The 
mob,  amounting  to  some  8,001),  tore  up  the  palisades, 
and  did  much  injury  to  the  verandahs  and  doors  of 
the  factories  by  brick  bats,  stones,  &c.  The  rnilita- 
ry  were  finally  called  in  and  the  mob  dispersed. — 
The  troops,  with  their  camp  fires  and  gorgeous  lan- 


terns, bivouacked  on  the  square  during  the  night. 
Capt.  Elliott,  superintendent  of  the  British  trade, 
arrived  in  the  course  of  the  night  from  Whampoa, 
with  120  of  the  crews  of  the  shipping  The  cham- 
ber of  commerce  on  the  14th  remonstrated  against 
the  execution  of  criminals  on  the  factory  ground. 
The  governor  replied  that  the  ground  was  the  em- 
peror’s, the  executions  should  go  on  if  the  smuggling 
did  not  cease.  A few  days  after  his  excellency  pub- 
lished an  order  declaring  Mr.  Talbot  innocent.  Mr. 
lnnes  went  to  Macoa. 

Captain  Elliot,  at  a meeting  of  the  foreign  mer- 
chants, chiefly  Americans,  admitted  the  foreigners 
were  engaged  in  the  smuggling,  and  declared  that 
in  regard  to  the  British  he  should  put  a stop  to  it,  as 
it  was  disgraceful,  and  wmuld  loose  them  the  entire 
trade  with  China.  He  issued  a notice  prohibiting 
all  British  boats  engaged  in  the  smuggling  to  return 
to  the  Bocca  Tigris,  and  enjoining  respect  to  Chi- 
nese authorities,  &c. 

The  trade  was  re-opened  Jan.  1. 

Numerous  brilliant  meteors  were  seen  at  Canton 
by  the  missionary,  the  rev.  Dr.  Parker,  on  the  9th 
and  13th  November.  The  doctor  had  heen  honored 
with  a request  to  prescribe  for  the  Namhoy. 

Business  is  not  yet  re-established  since  the  blow 
it  received  by  the  troubles. 

The  hong  merchants  have  determined  to  give  no 
security  for  ships  until  the  captains  and  consignees 
give  security  that  they  are  not  engaged  in  smuggling 
opium.  As  the  captains  and  consignees  cannot  give 
this  security,  the  residents  have  petitioned  to  have 
the  hong  merchants  compelled  to  give  security  as 
before,  which  request  would  probably  be  granted. 
The  prices  for  the  new  teas  were  not  yet  fixed. 

[N.  York  Star. 

Steamboat  Glasgow.  We  find  in  the  St. 
Louis  Bulletin  of  the  26th  April  the  following  par- 
ticulars of  the  destruction  by  lire  of  the  steamboat 
William  Glasgow: 

The  William  Glasgow,  captain  Littleton,  on  her 
passage  from  Pittsburg  to  this  port,  while  in  the 
Mississippi  about  i5  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio,  on  Tuesday  last  took  fire  in  the  hold,  and 
was  consumed  to  the  water’s  edge.  Such  was  the 
rapid  progress  of  the  flames,  that  nothing  was  sav- 
ed but  a trifling  amount  of  baggage  by  a few  of  the 
passengers,  and  the  books  of  the  clerk’s  office. 

There  was  on  board  at  the  time  upwards  of  a 
hundred  passengers,  consisting  chiefly  of  emi- 
grants, destined  for  Illinois  and  Missouri.  Many 
of  these  emigrants  had  with  them  considerable 
sums  of  money  in  specie,  most  of  which  was  lost. 
One  person  lost  in  specie  $3,500;  and  the  whole 
amount  is  conjectured  to  be  not  less  than  $15,000, 
besides  furniture  and  other  property.  In  truth, 
many  families  are  literally  beggared.  The  steam- 
er North  Star,  which  arrived  here  this  morning, 
bringing  the  above  intelligence — succeeded,  at 
great  risk  to  herself,  in  rescuing  a number  from  the 
burning  wreck,  and  brought  to  this  place  about  one 
half  of  the  passengers,  some  of  whom  are  in  a very 
destitute  and  pitiable  condition.  The  Glasgow  had 
on  board  two  hogsheads  and  some  kegs  of  powder, 
which  fortunately  did  not  explode  until  the  per- 
sons on  board  had  made  their  escape. 

The  confusion  and  trepidation  of  the  passengers 
no  doubt  in  this  case,  as  in  all  similar  ones,  occa- 
sioned a needless  abandonment  of  property,  and, 
we  are  pained  to  add,  the  loss  of  one  if  not  two 
lives.  A German,  named  Henry  Brink,  in  thedes- 
peration  of  the  moment,  leaped  inlo  the  water  and 
perished,  leaving  a widow  and  two  children. 

The  captain  and  a portion  of  the  passengers  re- 
mained behind,  without,  however,  the  faintest 
prospect  of  recovering  any  thing,  as  the  fire  and 
explosion  have  completely  annihilated  both  boat 
and  cargo. 

War.  War  has  been  well  called  a destroyer — it 
revels  upon  blood  and  treasure.  The  mighty  in- 
roads which  it  makes  upon  the  finances  of  a nation, 
may  be  seen  by  the  following  table  of  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  British  government  for  six  successive 
years,  ending  with  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  which 


gave  peace  to  Europe: 
Periods. 

1810 

£89,110,154 

1811 

92,190,699 

1812 

103,421,538 

1813 

120,952,657 

1814 

116,843,889 

1815 

116,491,051 

£639,009,988 

A very  large  proportion  of  this  639  millions  of 

money,  wrung  from  the  people 

of  Great  Britain, 

and  irretrievably  lost,  was  squandered  in  prosecuting 

the  peninsular  war ! 

SPECIAL  MISSION  TO  ENGLAND. 

From  the  Globe  of  yesterday. 

The  president  has  determined  not  to  send  a spe- 
cial minister  to  England  at  present,  and  we  are  per- 
mitted to  publish  the  following  extracts  from  the  cor- 
respondence between  lord  Palmerston  and  Mr. 
Stevenson  as  explanatory  of  the  views  of  the  two 
governments  upon  the  subject. 

[extract.] 

Mr.  Stevenson  to  lord  Palmerston. 

Lord  Palmerston  has  probably  already  been  ap- 
prised that,  among  the  proceedings  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States  at  the  close  of  its  late  session, 
provision  was  made  for  a special  mission  to  Great 
Britain,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  this  contro- 
versy, should  it,  in  the  opinion  of  the  president 
be  deemed  advisable  to  appoint  one.  In  virtue  of 
this  provision,  the  undersigned  has  now  the  honor 
of  acquainting  his  lordship  that  the  president  of  the 
United  States  (desirous  of  conforming  to  the  indi- 
cated wishes  of  congress)  has  directed  him  to  an- 
nouce  to  her  majesty’s  government  his  willingness 
to  institute  such  a mission,  and  change  the  place  of 
negotiation,  which  had  heretofore  been  agreed  on, 
from  Washington  to  London;  provided  it  should  be 
agreeable  to  her  majesty’s  government  to  do  so,  and 
would,  in  their  opinion,  be  the  means  of  hastening 
or  facilitating  the  final  adjustment  of  the  contro- 
versy. 

In  submitting  this  proposition  of  the  president, 
which  he  has  now  the  honor  of  doing,  the  under- 
signed flatters  himself  that  lord  Palmerston  will  not 
fail  to  appreciate  the  motives  which  have  influenced 
the  president  in  making  it,  and  see  in  it,  not  only  an 
additional  proof  of  his  desire  to  terminate  amicably 
this  protracted  and  painful  controversy,  but  the  ear- 
nest solicitude  which  he  feels  to  place  the  relations 
of  the  two  countries  beyond  the  reach  of  those  casu- 
alties by  which,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  they 
are  so  liable  to  be  injured. 

To  this  proposition,  the  undersigned  has  been  di- 
rected respectfully  to  urge  the  early  consideration  of 
her  majesty’s  government. 

The  importance  and  urgency  of  bringing  to  a spee- 
dy close  the  pending  negotiation,  and  the  existing 
embarrassments  in  which  the  two  countries  are  now 
placed,  will,  the  undersigned  persuades  himself,  suf- 
ficiently explain  the  earnestness  with  which  he  has 
pressed  the  subject  upon  the  consideration  of  lord 
Palmerston;  and,  in  closing  this  note,  he  can  but 
indulge  the  confident  hope  that  the  final  determination 
of  her  majesty’s  government  will  not  only  corres- 
pond with  the  just  expectations  which  are  entertain- 
ed by  his  own  government,  but  that  it  will  be  the 
means  of  leading  to  such  an  adjustment  of  the  whole 
controversy  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  just 
rights  and  honor  of  the  two  countries,  and  the  peace- 
ful and  friendly  relations,  upon  the  preservation  of 
which  so  essentially  depend  the  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness of  both. 

(Signed)  A.  STEVENSON. 

Portland  Place,  March  30,  1S39. 

[extract.] 

Lord  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

Her  majesty’s  government  consider  the  commu- 
nication which  Mr.  Stevenson  had  been  instructed 
to  make  to  the  undersigned  upon  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  mission  of  a special  envoy  to  England  as 
a fresh  proof  of  the  friendly  disposilion  of  the  presi- 
dent, and  of  the  frankness  which  it  is  hoped  will  al- 
ways characterise  the  intercourse  between  the  two 
governments;  and  her  majesty’s  government  hastens 
to  reply  to  that  communication  in  the  same  spirit 
and  with  the  same  frankness.  Ttie  president  is  de- 
sirous of  knowing  whether  such  a mission  would  be 
agreeable  to  her  majesty’s  government,  and  whether 
it  would,  in  their  opinion,  be  the  means  of  hastening 
or  facilitating  the  final  adjustment  of  the  controver- 
sy. That  it  would  always  be  agreeable  to  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  to  receive  any  person  enjoying 
the  confidence  of  the  president,  and  sent  hither  to 
treat  of  matters  affecting  the  interests  of  both  coun- 
tries, the  undersigned  is  persuaded  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  cannot  possibly  doubt; 
but  her  majesty’s  government  do  not  see  that  in  the 
present  state  of  the  negotiation  such  a mission  could 
be  likely  to  hasten  or  to  facilitate  the  adjustment  of 
the  controversy.  It  was  the  wish  of  the  British  go- 
vernment in  1831,  when  the  award  of  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands  was  given,  that  any  further  negotiation 
which  might  be  necessary  upon  this  subject, should  be 
carried  on  in  London.  But  the  government  of  the 
United  States  expressed  a strong  desire  that  the  seat 
of  negotiation  should  be  in  Washington,  and  the 
British  government  acquiesced  in  that  arrangement. 

Now  the  question  at  present  to  be  considered  is 
whether  any  advantages  would  arise  from  transfer- 
ring the  negotiation  to  London. 
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Undoubtedly  if  the  state  of  the  negotiation  were 
such  that  the  two  governments  were  at  liberty  to 

arrive  at  a iinai  and  immediate  settlement  of  the 
controversy,  by  a conventional  division  of  the  terri- 
tory in  dispute,  her  majesty’s  government  would  be 
of  opinion  that  advantage  might  arise  from  the  mis- 
sion proposed  to  be  sent  to  this  country  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States.  But  Maine  having 
refused  to  agree  to  a conventional  line,  and  another 
reference  to  arbitration  being  in  the  present  state  of 
the  matter  out  of  the  question;  the  only  course  left 
open  tor  the  two  governments,  with  a view  to  arrive 
at  a solution  of  the  controversy,  is  to  cause  a fresh 
survey  ofthe  territory  to  be  made,  for  the  purpose 
of  endeavoring  to  trace  upon  the  ground  itself,  the 
line  of  the  treaty  of  1733;  and  the  undersigned  is 
sending  to  Mr.  Fox,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
president,  a draft  of  a convention  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  to 
be  appointed  by  the  two  governments  for  this  end; 
and  her  majesty’s  government  hope  that  the  report 
of  these  commissioners  will  either  settle  the  ques- 
tion at  issue,  or  furnish  to  the  two  governments 
such  information  as  may  lead  directly  to  a settle- 
ment. But  this  being  the  present  state  of  the  mat- 
ter, it  appears  to  her  majesty’s  government  that  a 
special  envoy  now  sent  from  America,  would  not, 
upon  his  arrival  in  this  country,  find  any  thing  to 
discuss  or  to  settle  in  connection  with  this  question, 
the  discussion  or  settlement  of  which  could  be  of 
importance  commensurate  with  the  expectations 
which  such  a mission  would  naturaliy  excite  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic;  and  that  if,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  the  envoy  so  sent  were  to  return  to 
tne  United  Stales,  before  the  two  governments  had 
finally  settled  the  whole  question,  a disappointment 
might  thereby  be  created  which,  however  unfound- 
ed it  would  be,  might,  nevertheless  produce  bad  ef- 
fects in  both  countries. 

Her  majesty’s  government  having  thus  stated, 
without  reserve,  their  impression  upon  this  matter, 
leave  the  decision  of  it  to  the  president;  and  the  un- 
dersigned has  only  further  to  assure  Mr.  Stevenson 
that  her  majesty’s  government  are  very  sensible  to 
the  spirit  of  friendly  confidence,  which  has  dictated 
Mr.  Stevenson’s  communication. 

(Signed,)  PALMERSTON. 

Foreign  Office,  April  3,  1839. 


FROM  MEXICO. 

The  New  Orleans  True  American,  of  May  1, 
announces  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  cutter  Wood- 
bury, with  $50,000  in  specie,  from  Tampico,  from 
which  port  she  sailed  on  the  20th  ult.  From  the 
Courier  we  learn  that  the  government  forces  were 
21  leagues  from  that  place.  Both  parties  are  re- 
presented as  wanting  strength. 

Mexia  was  at  a small  place  on  the  coast,  40  miles 
south  of  Tampico.  He  had  1,700  troops,  and  was 
about  to  march  on  Puebla.  At  Tampico  the  town 

was  quiet  and  in  possession  of  the  federalists. 

There  were  about  1,000  men  under  arms  and  the 
town  was  being  fortified. 

The  only  American  vessel  in  the  harbor  was  the 
brig  Censor.  U.  States  ship  Erie  was  at  anchor 
outside,  and  would  remain  there  for  the  protection 
of  the  American  residents.  Mexia  will  not  make 
an  attempt  on  Vera  Cruz.  It  is  rather  too  well 
calculated  to  resist  any  force  he  can  bring  against 
it,  for  him  to  hope  to  take  it. 

The  commerce  of  Vera  Cruz  has  been  resumed. 
There  were  about  1,200  government  troops  on  duty 
in  the  city.  The  French  squadron  consisting  of 
eight  men-of-war,  were  lying  at  Sacrificios,  and 
Verd  Island.  The  English  had  one  sloop  of  war, 
lying  under  the  castle.  The  U.  S.  ship  Ontario 
was  at  Sacrificios,  com.  Shubrick,  with  the  Mace- 
donian, was  on  his  way  to  Vera  Cruz.  The  Van- 
dalia  was  at  Lagunda,  and  the  Levant  at  Mata- 
moras. 

When  the  federal  army  left  Tampico,  they  char- 
tered four  American  vessels,  then  lying  in  that 
port.  Seven  hundred  dollars  was  advanced  to  each 
vessel  for  its  services  for  twelve  days.  They  all 
proceeded  to  Tuspan  with  troops  and  munitions  of 
war.  On  the  arrival,  (on  the  11th  day  after  their 
agreement),  the  schooner  Andrew  Jackson,  of  Mo- 
bile, discharged  her  soldiers  and  one  field  piece, 
and  then  put  to  sea,  as  it  is  reported  in  Tampico] 
with  three  brass  field  pieces,  500  stand  of  arms,  and 
a large  quantity  of  fixed  amunition.  This  loss  will 
no  doubt  greatly  effect  the  operations  of  general 
Mexia,  as  he  depended  on  these  arms  to  equipt  such 
new  recruits  as  might  arrive  from  the  interior. 

The  Louisianian  of  May  2d,  has  the  following- 
translation  ol  the  treaty  ol  peace  and  indemnity  be- 
tween Mexico  and  France: 

In  the  name  of  the  most  Holy  Trinily 

The  president  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  his 
majesty  the  king  of  the  French,  desirous  of  termi- 


nating the  war  which  unfortunately  prevails  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  have  chosen  for  their 
plenipotentiaries  respectively,  to  wit:  his  excel- 
lency the  president  of  Mexico,  Manuel  Eduardo 
Gorostiza,  ministerof  foreign  atfairs,  and  Guadalupe 
Victoria  general  of  division;  and  his  majesty  the 
king  of  the  French,  Charles  Baudin,  officer  of  the 
royal  order  of  the  legion  of  honor — 

Who,  after  interchanging  their  full  powers,  and 
having  found  them  good  and  in  good  form,  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles: 

Art.  1.  There  shall  be  constant  peace  and  per- 
petual friendship  between  the  republic  of  Mexico 
on  the  one  part,  and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the 
French,  his  heirs  and  successors,  on  the  other  part, 
without  exception  of  persons  or  places. 

Art.  2.  To  the  end  to  facilitate  the  prompt  re- 
establishment of  mutual  kindness  between  the  two 
nations,  the  contracting  parties  agree  to  submit  to 
the  decision  of  a third  power  the  two  questions  fol- 
lowing to  wit: 

1.  If  Mexico  has  a right  to  claim  from  France, 
either  the  restitution  of  Mexican  vessels  captured 
by  the  French  forces,  after  the  surrender  of  the 
fortress  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  or  an  indemnity  for 
the  same,  in  case  the  French  government  should 
have  disposed  of  them? 

2d.  If  it  be  right  to  accord  indemnities  which,  on 
one  side,  the  French  might  claim  for  losses  sustain- 
ed by  them  from  the  law  of  expulsion,  and  which 
the  Mexicans,  on  the  other,  might  claim  for  loss 
sustained  by  them  from  hostilities  after  the  26th 
November  last? 

Art.  3.  Until  the  two  parties  shall  be  able  to 
conclude  a treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
which  shall  regulate  in  a definite  manner,  and  with 
reciprocal  advantages  for  Mexico  and  France  their 
future  relations,  the  diplomatic  and  consular  agents, 
the  citizens  of  all  classes,  the  ships  and  merchan- 
dise of  both  countries,  shall  continue  to  enjoy  in 
each  other  all  the  franchises,  privileges  and  immu- 
nities whatever,  which  are  or  may  be  hereafter  by 
treaties  or  usage  to  the  most  favored  nations,  and 
that  gratuitously,  if  such  concession  is  gratuitous 
or  conditional,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Art.  4.  As  soon  as  one  of  the  originals  of  the 
present  treaty  and  of  the  convention  of  the  same 
date,  duly  ratified,  one  and  the  other  by  the  Mexi- 
can government,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  fol- 
lowing article,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  French 
plenipotentiary,  the  fortress  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa 
shall  be  restored  to  Mexico  with  its  artillery,  in  the 
state  in  which  it  shall  be  found. 

Art.  5.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  by 
the  Mexican  government,  in  the  constitutional  form, 
within  twelve  days  from  the  date  hereof,  or  before, 
if  it  be  possible,  and  by  his  majesty,  the  king  ofthe 
French,  within  four  months  from  said  date. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  above  named  plenipo- 
tentiaries have  signed  and  sealed  the  same  with 
their  respective  seals. 

Done  in  the  city  of  Vera  Gruz,  in  triplicate,  one 
of  the  originals  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  his  ma- 
jesty, the  president  of  Mexico,  and  the  two  others 
delivered  to  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  French, 
the  9th  day  of  the  month  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  1839.  CHARLES  BAUDIN, 

M.  E.  GOROSTIZA, 
GAUDALUPE  VICTORIA. 


CONVENTION". 

[Inlhename  ofthe  Most  Holy  Trinity .] 

Art.  1.  In  order  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  France, 
relative  for  damage  received  by  her  subjects  before 
the  26th  November,  1838,  the  Mexican  government 
will  pay  to  the  French  government  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  payment  of 
which  shall  be  made  in  three  instalments  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  each,  by  the  principal  ad- 
ministrator of  the  custom  house  at  Vera  Cruz,  at 
two,  four  and  six  months,  dating  from  the  day  of 
the  ratification  of  the  present  convention  by  the 
Mexican  goxernment.  When  the  said  payments 
are  made,  the  government  of  the  republic  shall  be 
acquitted  and  freed  by  France,  in  regard  to  all 
claims  anterior  to  the  26th  November,  183S. 

Art.  2.  The  question  whether  the  Mexican  ves- 
sels and  their  cargoes,  sequestered  during  the  block- 
ade, and  afterwards  captured  by  the  French,  in  con- 
sequence ofthe  declaration  of  war,  shall  be  consi- 
dered good  prize  to  the  captors — shall  be  submitted 
to  the  arbitration  of  a third  poaer,  as  stipulated  in 
the  second  article  ofthe  treaty  of  this  date. 

Art.  3.  The  Mexican  government  binds  itself  not 
to  raise  or  permit  to  be  raised,  any  future  obstacle 
to  the  punctual  and  regular  payment  ofthe  French 
creditors,  which  have  been  acknowledged,  and  are 
in  a train  ofliquidation. 

Art.  4.  The  present  convention  shall  be  ratified 
with  the  same  formalities,  and  in  the  same  delay 


with  the  treaty  of  peace  of  this  date,  to  which  it 

shall  remain  annexed. 

in  testimony  whereof,  the  plenipotentiaries  have, 
&c.  (Signed  and  sealed  as  above.) 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

The  packet  ships  North  American  and  United 
States  from  Liverpool,  Wellington,  from  London 
and  Charles  Carroll  from  Havre,  have  arrived  at  New 
York.  The  latest  dates  which  we  have  received 
by  them  are  London  to  the  7th  ult,  and  Liverpool 
to  the  8th.  The  last  Paris  dates  are  of  the  4th  ult. 

The  news  is  not  very  cheering.  Cotton  has  re- 
ceded and  the  money  market  is  not  in  a promising 
condition. 

By  quarterly  returns  of  the  Bank  of  England,  the 
decrease  in  its  bullion  since  the  last  return  is 
£1,133,000.  The  Bank  of  England  was,  there- 
fore, selling  stock,  and  curtailing  its  circulation, 
which  probably  had  its  effect  upon  the  cotton  mar- 
ket. 

On  France,  however  the  decline  in  the  exchange 
has  ceased,  and  it  was  no  longer  profitable  to  send 
gold  to  Paris.  The  demand  for  the  precious  metals 
still  existed  in  the  north  of  Europe,  whither  expor- 
tation continued. 

The  London  Times  of  April  6th,  in  its  money 
article  states  that  the  sales  ol  stocks  continue  to  be 
made  for  the  account  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
no  doubt  whatever  exists  that  the  operation  is  in- 
tended to  draw  in  the  circulation  of  notes.  The 
bank  directors,  whether  justly  or  not,  evidently  ap- 
prehend some  crisis  near  at  hand,  and  it  was  expect- 
ed, that  after  the  payment  of  the  dividends,  they 
would  increase  their  efforts  for  the  contraction  of 
the  currency.  The  Times  also  adds  that  notwith- 
standing the  large  importations  of  corn,  they  are  so 
far  from  having  relieved  the  market,  that  the  price 
is  again  rising,  and  the  expectation  is  that  there 
must  be  in  this  season,  on  the  whole  one  ofthe  largest 
importations  of  grain  that  country  ha3  ever  known. 
This  disquiet  respecting  the  circulation  was  very 
injurious  to  the  spring  trade  of  the  country,  which 
was  far  from  having  its  usual  spirit  and  enterprise, 
for  the  cautious  merchants  abstained  from  large 
transactions  until  they  can  see  the  issue  of  this,  and 
the  manufacturers  as  a necessary  consequence,  also 
suffer. 

American  securities  in  such  a state  of  affairs,  had 
of  course  been  temporally  neglected — small  sales 
of  United  States  Bank  only  being  reported  at  £24 
7s.  6d.  and  a sale  of  $12,000  Indiana  bonds  on  the 
5th  ult.  at  the  previous  quotations,  of  95. 

The  average  prices  of  wheat  in  England  having 
fallen  to  72s.  6d.  the  import  duty  has  risen  to  2s. 6d. 
per  quarter  at  which  it  would  probably  remain  for 
a few  weeks. 

Mr.  Stevenson  had  a long  interview  with  lord 
Palmerston  at  the  foreign  office  on  the  2d  April. 

The  London  Morning  Chronicle  states  that  a 
proposition  has  actually  been  made  to  the  United 
States  authorities,  and  forwarded  to  Washington, 
which  it  is  believed  will  lead  to  an  ultimate  settle- 
ment of  disputed  boundary  question.  The  English 
papers,  in  the  meantime,  are  inundating  the  coun- 
try with  long  articles  on  the  subject,  in  general  be- 
traying a most  lamentable  ignorance  in  the  premi- 
ses. One  thing,  however,  appears  evident,  thatall 
idea  of  a war  with  England  may  be  given  up,  and 
that  the  affair  will  ere  long  be  satisfactorily  set- 
tled in  some  way  or  other. 

A letter  from  Gottnigen  states  that  transporta- 
tion to  America,  has  recently  been  adopted  in  the 
Hanoverian  dominions,  by  which  means  a number 
of  ill-disposed  persons  have  been  got  rid  off. 

It  is  stated,  very  little  to  the  credit  of  the  city  of 
Mobile,  which  had  borrowed  a sum  of  money  on 
bonds,  dated  February  1,  1836,  to  bear  interest  at 
the  rate  of  8 per  centum  per  annum  for  ten  years, 
and  the  interest  to  be  paid  half  yearly,  that  the  last 
August’s  dividend  had  only  been  discharged  in 
part,  and  the  February  dividend  remains  unpaid — 
this  had  caused  great  inconvenience  to  the  holders 
of  the  bonds. 

The  last  advices  from  New  York,  received  in 
England,  were  on  the  11th  March,  by  the  ship 
Sampson,  and  appears  to  have  had  little  effect  in 
any  way. 

The  English  revenue  tables  for  the  quarter  and 
the  year  were  published  on  Saturday.,  The  in- 
crease on  the  year,  as  compared  to  the  year  ending 
April,  1838,  is  £2,138,866.  The  present  quar- 
ter, with  the  corresponding  quarter  last  year  is 
£565,248.  The  increase  of  customs  for  the  year, 
£1,053,179;  for  the  quarter  £349,889.  The  in- 
crease in  the  post  office  revenue  for  the  present 
quarter,  is  £23,000;  for  the  year  £25,257. 

Lord  Lyndhurst,  Lord  Brougham,  Sir  Edward 
Ellice,  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Leader,  and  Dr.  Bowring, 
are  now  in  Paris. 


164 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  11,  1839— FOREIGN  NEWS. 


The  committee  of  the  Wesleyan  missionary  so- 
ciety have  purchased  a ship  to  be  employed  exclu- 
sively under  their  direction,  in  conveying  missiona- 
ries and  stores,  between  the  colonies  of  New  South 
Wales,  Van  Dieman’s  Land,  Friendly  Isles,  Fejeis, 
and  other  groups  and  islands  of  the  great  south  Pa- 
cific Ocean.  The  committee  have  also  request- 
ed the  rev.  Robert  Alner  to  undertake  a special 
mission  to  British  North  America,  via  New  York. 
He  sailedin  the  packet  United  States. 

The  new  (Irish)  lord  lieutenant  arrived  at  Dub- 
lin, on  the  4th  of  April,  amidst  great  parade  and  re- 
joicings. The  windows  of  every  house  were 
thronged,  as  the  cortege  passed,  and  at  half  past 
two  he  was  sworn  in  before  the  privy  council. 

A meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  was  held 
for  the  purpose  of  expressing  confidence  in  minis- 
ters, the  chartists  attended  and  outvoted  the  whigs. 
who,  with  the  lord  provost  retired  from  the  room, 
On  Monday  a meeting  of  chartists  was  held  at 
Devizes.  The  tories,  however,  armed  with  sticks 
and  bludgeons,  made  an  attack  on,  and  routed  them. 
Vincent,  the  chartist  leader  was  maltreated,  and 
saved  from  serious  harm  by  a gentleman  who  res- 
cued him  from,  and  drove  him  in  a gig  out  of  reach 
of  the  mob. 

Louis  Philippe  has  at  length  patched  up  a tem- 
porary ministry,  which  is  called,  with  how  much 
wit  we  cannot  decide,  the  April  fool  ministry.  It 
consists  as  follows: 

Interior,  De  Gasparin  peer;  justice  and  religion, 
Girod  (de  l’Ain)  peer;  foreign  affairs,  Due  de 
Montebello,  peer;  War,  general.  Despans-Cuvier; 
Marine,  Baron  Turpinier,  deputy;  public  instruc- 
tion, Parant,  deputy;  finance,  Gautier,  peer;  com- 
merce and  public  works,  Gasparin,  (ad  interim). 

The  French  chambers  were  opened  on  Thurs- 
day, the  4th,  by  commission,  amidst  appearances  of 
external  excitement  as  strong  as  were  manifested 
since  the  revolution  of  July.  Though  there  was 
neither  king  nor  prince  to  see,  nor  royal  speech  to 
hear,  the  density  and  perturbed  aspect  of  the  crowds 
assembled  were  calculated  to  excite  serious  fears 
for  the  safety  of  the  capital.  Happily,  however, 
no  disturbance  took  place.  The  following  report 
of  the  opening  of  the  chambers  renders  further  de- 
scription unnecessary. 

Opening  of  the  chamber  of  deputies.  Although  it 
was  generally  known  that  the  king  would  not  open 
the  session  in  person, the  quays  and  the  otheravenues 
leading  to  the  palace  Bourbon  were  occupied  at  an 
early  hour  by  a considerable  multitude.  At  noon 
the  space  in  front  of  the  chamber  on  the  river  side 
became  altogether  impassable  from  the  density  of 
the  crowd,  and  shortly  afterwards  a detatchment  of 
the  53d  regiment  of  the  line  debouched  from  under 
the  peristyle,  and  drawing  up  in  a line  with  fixed 
bayonets  at  the  bottom  of  the  flight  of  steps,  march- 
ed forward  and  drove  back  the  people. 

A double  row  of  soldiers  was  afterwards  station- 
ed between  the  palace  and  the  bridge,  to  clear  the 
way  for  the  deputies,  and  a large  body  of  town  ser- 
geants, followed  by  police  agents,  constantly  mo- 
ved backwards  and  forwards,  keeping  the  pas- 
sage free.  At  one  o’clock,  the  crowd  continuing  to 
increase,  half  a squadron  of  lancers  rode  up  the 
quay;  and  took  its  station  under  the  terrace  to  the 
left  of  the  palace. 

The  air  and  attitude  of  the  popular  assemblage 
were,  at  that  time  truly  alarming.  A number  of 
individuals,  of  sinister  appearance,  were  seen  here 
and  there  moving  through  the  crowd,  which  was 
formed  chiefly  of  boys  and  workmen,  attired  in 
blouses,  and  evidently  intent  on  mischief. 

Very  few  deputies  were  present  in  the  hall  at  the 
hour  fixed  for  the  opening  of  the  sitting.  M. 
Gasparin,  the  minister  of  the  interior,  repaired 
thither  at  an  early  hour,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
at  hand  to  adopt  measures  in  case  of  disturbances. 
At  half  past  one  o’clock  the  drums  of  the  national 
guard  were  heard  to  beat,  and  the  deputies  then  ac- 
tually poured  into  the  hall,  which  was  in  an  instant 
completely  full.  On  no  former  occasion  did  the 
assembly  ever  muster  so  strong.  If  it  were  possi- 
ble to  form  an  exact  idea  of  the  relative  force  of 
parties  from  the  appearance  of  the  assembly,  there 
would  be  little  doubt  that  the  majority  lies  on  the  left, 
or  liberal  side.  The  colegouche  in  particular,  present- 
ed an  imposing  mass,  while  the  benches  on  the  oppo- 
site side  and  those  situate  behind  the  ministers  pre- 
sented here  and  there  pretty  large  vacancies.  It  is 
evident  that  the  elections  have  produced  a result 
decidedly  favorable  to  the  left. 

The  opening  of  the  chamber  of  peers  was  not 
attended  by  any  great  number  of  their  lordships. 
The  entrance  of  count  Mole  was  the  signal  for  all 
parties  to  divest  themselves  of  their  political  pre- 
judices, and  come  forward  to  shake  by  the  hand, 
him  whom  “all  delighted  to  honor.” 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  king?  held  the  first 
public  levee  since  the  death  of  the  duchess  Maria 


of  Wurtemburg,  at  the  Tuileries.  Nearly  all  the 
peers  and  upwards  of  2-50  deputies  attended,  be- 
sides a number  of  officers  of  the  national  guards 
and  the  line,  and  other  persons  of  distinction. 

SPAIN. 

The  ministers  have  come  to  the  conclusion  of 
attempting  to  coerce  the  press,  with  the  view  of 
repressing  it  licentiousness,  and  have  issued  man- 
dates to  arrest  the  editors  of  the  Guiriguay  journal; 
but  the  latter,  being  apprised  of  the  intended  visit 
of  the  police,  made  their  escape.  General  Alaix, 
the  war  minister,  a brutal  and  ignorant  soldier,  is 
considered  to  be  the  originator  of  these  measures, 
and  he  appears  to  be  deservedly  incurring  great 
odium,  which  may  react  on  his  patron  Espartero, 
whose  inactivity  is  looked  upon  with  displeasure 
and  suspicion. 

General  Cordova  has  escaped  from  Badajoz  into 
Portugal. 

The  news  from  the  armies  is  beginning  to  possess 
some  interest.  Balmaseda  has  been  defeated  by 
the  Christino  colonel  Schelfz,  but  the  former  fled 
to  rally  again,  according  to  their  custom  when  at- 
tacked by  superior  numbers.  Reports  are  preva- 
lent that  Cabrera  also  had  been  defeated  by  Ayerbe 
at  Segura;  but  the  news  requires  confirmation. 

An  action  cannot  long  be  delayed  between  the 
rival  generals,  Maroto  and  Espartero,  as  they  are 
concentrating  their  troops  and  approaching  each 
other.  The  former  has  only  35,000  men,  while  the 
latter  can  bring  80,000  men  into  the  field. 

The  opinion  that  the  cortes  will  be  speedily  dis- 
solved, gains  strength. 

PRUSSIA. 

A disturbance  has  taken  place  at  Cleves,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  publication  of  a pamphlet  in  favor 
of  Protestantism,  which  roused  the  ire  of  the  Ca- 
tholic population.  Much  rioting  took  place,  and 
the  authorities  are  blamed  for  not  having  interposed 
to  suppress  the  tumult  more  promptly  and  efficient- 
ly. It  is  seriously  to  be  apprehended  that  the  reli- 
gious effervescence  now  unhappily  existing  in  the 
Rhenish  provinces  of  Prussia  will  long  affect  their 
tranquillity,  and  will  be  the  cause  of  much  mischief 
to  that  power  in  the  event  of  a war. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The  canton  of  Zurich  has  been  sadly  agitated  for 
some  weeks  past,  in  consequence  of  the  election  of 
Dr.  Strauss,  the  author  of  Des  Leben  Jesu  (the  life 
of  Jesus),  to  a theological  professorship  at  the  uni- 
versity of  Zurich.  Alter  protracted  struggles  be- 
tween the  different  parties  the  election  has  been 
cancelled,  and  a pension  of  one  thousand  francs 
has  been  voted  to  the  disappointed  candidate,  in 
whose  place  Dr.  Hoffman,  of  Wineden,  a zealous 
antagonist  to  the  religious  doctrines  of  Strauss,  has 
been  invited  to  accept  the  vacant  chair  at  Zurich. 

RUSSIA. 

Regiments  after  regiments  are  arriving  in  Geor- 
gia, to  be  employed  against  the  Circassians;  and 
the  emperor  is  determined,  it  is  said,  to  employ  a 
vast  force  to  subdue  or  annihilate  these  gallant 
mountaineers.  With  this  view,  it  is  reported,  that 
the  emperor  will  sojourn  during  the  summer  near 
the  scene  of  the  intended  operations. 

TURKEY. 

Letters  from  Constantinople  of  the  19th  ult.  an- 
nounce that  the  porte  is  carrying  on  warlike  ope- 
rations, evidently  destinded  to  be  employed  against 
the  viceroy  of  Egypt.  The  Turkish  rear  admiral 
Asman  bey,  having  failed  to  obtain  an  interview 
with  Mehemet  ali,  who  refused  to  meet  him  at 
Cairo  before  September,  when  he  would  have  con- 
cluded his  journey  to  and  from  the  Abyssinian 
frontier,  the  sultan  in  high  displeasure  ordered  his 
recall  from  Egypt,  and  commanded  preparations  to 
be  set  on  foot  for  carrying  fire  and  sword  into  the 
territory  of  his  powerful  vassal.  In  consequence 
of  these  commands  the  batteries  on  the  Dardanells 
have  been  strengthened, the  arsenals  are  filled  with 
workmen,  and  nothing  is  talked  of  but  the  pros- 
pect of  speedily  unfurling  the  standard  of  the  pro- 
phet. 

With  the  exception  of  captain  Walker,  who  is  a 
great  favorite  with  the  captain  pasha,  none  of  the 
British  naval  officers  whose  services  have  been  of- 
fered to  the  porte  have  been  accepted.  They  are 
w'aiting  at  Constantinople  the  arrival  of  instructions 
from  the  British  government. 

We  are  sorry  to  observe  that  the  Turkish  com- 
mercial treaty  is  not  comprehensible  by  the  Turk- 
ish custom  house  officers.  Their  blunders  and  per- 
verseness are  the  occasion  of  much  annoyance  to 
British  merchants. 

The  stocks  and  the  market.  London , April  6.  Con- 
suls opened  this  morning  with  rather  a firm  appear- 
ance, at  92  5-8  3-4;  for  the  May  account  at  92  3-4  a 
7-8;  exchequer  bills  38  40;  India  bonds  42;  bank 
stock  201  202;  India  stock  251  1-2  252  1-2. 


In  the  foreign  market  no  operations  worth  notice 
have  taken  place  as  yet,  and  the  prices  are  the  same 
as  they  closed  at;  Spanish  active  20  1-4  3-4;  Portu- 
guese 38  1-4  3-4;  three  per  cents  20  1-4  3-4;  Bel- 
gian 102  1-2  Brazilian  75  1-2  76  1-2;  Columbian 
28  1-2  29;  Mexican  23  24;  Dutch  two  and  a half 
per  cents  55  1-4  1-2;  five  per  cents  100  5-8  7-8. 

The  revenue.  We  this  day  publish  the  revenue 
accounts  for  the  quarter.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
revenue  continues  to  increase.  On  the  year  ended 
5th  of  April,  1839,  as  compared  with  the  year  ended 
5th  of  April,  1838,  there  was  an  increase  of 
2,132,8661.  On  the  quarter  ended  5th  April,  1839, 
as  compared  with  the  quarter  ended  5th  April, 
1838,  an  increase  of  585,2431.  On  the  customs, 
the  increase  for  the  year  is  1,053,1791.  for  the  quar- 
ter 349,8991.  On  the  excise,  the  increase  for  the 
year  is  334,0241.  for  the  quarter  135,6581.  On  the 
stamps,  the  increase  for  the  year  is  143,1011.  On 
all  the  branches  there  has  been  an  increase  for  the 
year,  and  a decrease  for  the  quarter  of  only  7,941/. 
on  the  stamps,  and  25,0001.  on  the  crown  lands. 

Bank  of  England.  Quarterly  average  of  the 
weekly  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, from  the  8th  of  January,  1839,  to  the  2d  of 
April,  1839,  both  inclusive,  published  pursuant  to 
acts  3 and  4 William  IV,  chapter  98. 

Liabilities.  £.  Assets. 

Circulation,  18,371,000  1 Securities, 

Deposits,  8,998,000  | Bullion, 


27,369,000 

Downing  street,  Jlpril  5,  1839. 

This  return  shows  an  increase  of  73,9001.  in  the 
amount  of  the  circulation,  and  of  220,0001.  in  that 
of  the  securities,  while  the  deposits  have  been  di- 
minished 952,0001.  and  the  amount  of  bullion  is 
1,083,0001.  lower. 

Bourse.  Paris,  Thursday,  April  4,  half  past 
three.  The  opening  of  the  chambers  to-day  has  of 
course  given  rise  to  rumors,  but  those  at  the  bourse 
respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  chamber  of  de- 
puties, are  in  general  false.  For  the  account  the 
three  per  cents  opened  at  80f.  45c.  declined  to  80f. 
20c.  and  closed  at  80f.  25c.  a fall  of  15  l-2c.  from 
the  improvement  of  yesterday.  The  five  per  cents 
from  109f.  75c.  fell  to  109f.  50c.  and  closed  at  109f. 
55c.  being  20c.  lower  than  yesterday.  For  money 
the  three  per  cents  have  declined  5c.  and  the  five 
per  cents  20c.  The  Bank  of  France  shares  have 
not  varied,  neither  have  theLafitte  bank  shares. 

Liverpool,  April  8th.  Cotton  declined  3-8  per  lb. 
during  the  week,  and  a limited  demand.  Tobacco 
maintains  its  price.  A sale  of  230  hhds.  flaxseed, 
for  sowing,  from  New  York,  was  made  at  auction 
for  75s.  a 77s.  stg.  Turpentine  in  fair  demand — 
sales  of  800  American  had  been  made  at  16s. 
Wheat  is  a trifle  higher,  owing  to  but  few  arrivals 
of  either  Irish,  foreign  or  coastwise. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  April  6.  The  demand 
for  cotton  has  been  unusually  limited  throughout 
this  week,  being  entirely  confined  to  the  supply  of 
the  immediate  wants  of  the  trade,  and  the  market 
closes  heavily  at  a decline  of  l-4d.  to  3-8d.  per  lb. 
in  the  middling  to  fair,  and  l-2d.  per  lb.  in  the  other 
qualities  of  American  cotton.  Sea  island  maintains 
lull  prices.  Egyptian  continues  in  demand,  and  an 
advance  of  l-2d.  per  lb.  has,  in  many  instances, 
been  obtained.  In  Brazil,  Bahia  commands  full 
rates,  while  in  Pernam  and  Maraham  a decline  of 
1-4  per  lb.  has,  in  some  cases,  been  submitted  to. 
Surat  is  neglected,  and  has  declined  l-8d.  per  lb. 
during  the  week.  The  sales  of  the  week  amount 
to  7,660  bales,  all  to  the  trade.  One  hundred  and 
sixty  Sea  island  20  to  40;  30  Stained  do.  14  to  16; 
1,450  Upland  8 a 9 7-8;  750  Mobile,  &c.  8 3-8  a 
9 7-8;  2,550  New  Orleans  7 3-4  a 11;  520  Egyptian 
14  3-4  a 19. 

Late  in  the  day  an  increased  demand  has  occur- 
red for  cotton.  The  sales  are  2,500  bales,  of  which 
200  American  are  on  speculation,  generally  at  the 
prices  of  yesterday. 

The  price  of  wheat  at  Liverpool  on  the  6th  was 
in  an  advance  of  4d.  per  bushel  of  the  previous 
sales;  French  red  9s.  3d.  to  8s.  lOd.  Odessa  8s.  to 
8s.  3d.  per  70  lb.  In  flour  an  advance  of  1 to  2s. 
per  sack. 

LATER  NEWS. 

Arrival  of  the  steam  ship  Liverpool,  in  seventeen  days 
from  Europe. 

The  steam  ship  Liverpool  arrived  at  New  York 
on  Tuesday  evening,  in  seventeen  days  from  Li- 
verpool, bringing  94  cabin  passengers.  The  Liver- 
pool advices  are  to  the  20th  April,  and  the  London 
to  the  J 9th,  evening,  both  inclusive.  We  are  in- 
debted to  the  attention  of  captain  Duff  for  a file  of 
London  and  Liverpool  papers  of  the  latest  dates. — 
From  the  New  York  journals  before  us, — and  prin- 
cipally from  the  Commercial  Advertiser, — we  make 
up  tht  following  summary  of  news. 


£. 

22,987,000 

7,073,000 


30,060,000 
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The  intelligence  by  this  arrival  is  of  high  inter- 
est, and  quite  remarkable.  One  of  those  sudden 
turns  in  the  progress  of  events  has  taken  place, 
which  sometimes  occur  to  baffle  all  calculation,  and 
show  the  folly  of  political  prophecy.  For  months 
past  our  tidings  from  Europe  have  been  full  of  ga- 
thering clouds  on  the  political  horizon,  daily  in- 
creasing in  blackness  and  in  volume,  and  wearing 
an  aspect  so  threatening  that  it  seemed  almost  im- 
possible that  they  must  be  unattended  with  tempest 
and  convulsion.  In  a moment,  as  it  were,  we  find 
them  dispersed,  and  all  around  is  sunshine  and 
gladness. 

The  hostile  appearances  between  England  and 
our  own  country  have  entirely  disappeared — the  oc- 
casion of  jealousy  and  bickering  between  France 
and  England,  and  Russia  and  England,  have  been 
removed  by  courteous  diplomacy — in  the  east,  the 
alarming  condition  of  affairs  is  succeeded  by  such 
a change  as  almost  totally  removes  the  possibility 
of  serious  tiouble — in  France  the  wisdom  and  firm- 
ness of  the  king  have  piloted  him  safely  through 
the  difficulties  of  his  position,  and  the  factious  pro- 
jects of  his  enemies  are  scattered  to  the  winds — the 
long  pending  quarrel  between  Belgium  and  Holland 
is  peacefully  adjusted — and,  in  a word,  the  whole 
aspect  of  European  affairs  has  not  been,  for  many 
years,  more  strongly  indicative  of  quiet  and  prospe- 
rity than  at  the  present  moment. 

The  Liverpool  correspondent  of  the  New  York 
Times  writes,  under  date  of  April  20 — 

The  last  accounts  from  Maine  excite  some  inter- 
est in  the  minds  of  the  British  public.  The  tem- 
perateness and  forbearance  of  the  American  gene- 
ral government,  as  weli  as  the  more  softened  tone 
of  the  authorities  in  Maine  itself,  hold  out  every 
hope  that  a satisfactory  adjustment  will  be  accom- 
plished, and  that  peace,  so  desirable,  will  be  pre- 
served. The  whole  current  of  British  feeling  tends 
in  that  direction,  and  the  strong  impulse  of  mutual 
interests,  it  is  to  be  trusted,  will  keep  it  so. 

The  cotton  market. — The  Liverpool  cotton  mar- 
ket, it  will  be  remembered,  had  declined  from  the 
23d  March  to  the  6th  ult.  the  date  of  our  latest  pre- 
vious advices,  about  |d  per  lb.  on  American  de- 
scriptions, and  the  market  remained  in  a dull  state. 
We  now  learn  that  the  demand  for  cotton  from  the 
6th  April  to  the  close  of  the  week  ending  on  the 
12th,  had  been  more  animated,  resulting  in  an  im- 
provement of  ja^d.  on  the  reduced  quotations  of 
the  6th.  The  week  ending  the  19th  ultimo,  had 
however  again  been  characterized  by  great  dull- 
ness, and  although  previous  quotations  were  con- 
tinued, sales  had  in  some  instances  been  effected  on 
lower  terms.  The  arrivals  had  been  numerous  at 
Liverpool  from  the  United  States,  and  vessels  ge- 
nerally reported  having  experienced  very  severe 
weather.  The  latest  dates  from  this  country  were 
to  the  26th  of  March,  per  Roscius,  hence. 

A prominent  item  of  intelligence  relates  to  the 
money  market,  as  some  uneasiness  was  apprehend- 
ed that  it  would  be  so  tight  as  to  affect  our  exchan- 
ges, but  there  is  no  serious  ground  of  apprehension; 
on  the  contrary,  there  is  a gradual  revival  in  the 
sale  of  American  securities,  and  foreign  exchanges 
were  improving. 

John  Galt,  the  author,  died  at  Greenock,  April 
18th. 

The  liberals  of  Liverpool  had  given  Daniel  O’Con- 
nell a public  dinner. 

Twenty-two  shocks  of  earthquake  were  felt  in 
Savoy  at  the  end  of  last  year,  or  in  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  present.  Only  seven  of  them  took  place 
in  the  day  time,  and  not  one  when  the  weather  was 
rainy. 

A present  of  fifty  superb  cashmere  shawls,  from 
the  looms  of  Shiras  and  Ispahan,  has  arrived  in 
England,  for  Queen  Victoria,  from  the  Persian 
court.  The  margins  represent  triumphal  proces- 
sions of  camels  and  Arab  steeds,  sumptuously  ca- 
parisoned, elephants,  and  palanquins,  and  musicians 
woven  with  exquisite  taste,  and  exhibiting  also  a 
high  pictoral  perfection,  far  surpassing  any  thing 
European. 

The  Bible. — In  the  house  of  commons,  April  1 1th, 
the  lord-advocate  stated,  in  answer  to  a question 
from  sir  G.  Clerk,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  government  to  renew  the  patent  ( which  will  ex- 
pire on  the  17th  July  next)  granted  to  the  queen’s 
printer  in  Edinburgh,  conferring  the  exclusive  right 
of  printing  the  Bible;  but  a that  measure  would  be 
brought  in  to  secure  the  purity  of  the  text  in  the 
printing  of  the  Bible,  and  at  the  same  time  to  allow 
unlimited  freedom  in  its  publication. 

Paganini. — The  physicians  despair  of  being  able 
to  prolong  the  days  of  this  eminent  artist,  who  ap- 
appears  to  have  lived  for  some  time  past  by  posi- 
tive enchantment.  It  is  said  that  Paganini  will 
leave  a fortune  of  ten  millions  of  francs  (400,0001.) 
which,  according  to  his  last  intention,  will  be  divid- 


ed among  his  musical  colleagues,  both  in  France 
and  Italy,  whose  number  is  rated  at  between  700 
and  800.  [France  Music  ale. 

London  April  17. — There  is  decidedly  an  improve- 
ed  feeling  in  the  market  for  American  securities. 
Considerable  sales  of  U.  States  bank  shares  have 
been  effected  both  yesterday  and  this  morning  at 
24/.  7s.  6d.  and  some  in  the  afternoon  were  made 
at  24/.  10s.  per  share,  ex.  div.  A quantity  of  Mis- 
sissippi five  per  cents  sterling,  were  sold  at  93,  and 
some  sales  of  Illinois  six  per  cent9.  were  done  at  93. 

We  are  sorry  to  state  that  the  rates  of  exchange 
do  not  show  any  alteration  for  the  better  this  after- 
noon; but,  on  the  contrary,  they  have  been  general- 
ly flat. 

As  a counterpoise  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
the  exchanges,  the  exportation  of  the  precious  me- 
tals during  the  past  week  has  been  very  small. 

Parliamentary  summary. — The  house  of  commons 
recommenced  business  on  Monday,  the  8th  April. 
Lord  John  Russell  gave  the  form  of  his  motion  on 
the  government  of  Ireland,  as  follows: 

“That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  presevere  in  those  principles  which  have 
guided  the  executive  government  of  Ireland,  of  late 
years,  and  which  have  tended  to  the  effectual  ad- 
ministration of  the  laws  and  the  general  improve- 
ment of  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.” 

On  the  9th,  Mr.  Labouchere  moved  for  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a bill,  providing  for  the  tem- 
porary government  of  the  island  of  Jamaica.  As 
w'as  done  in  Lower  Canada,  it  abolishes  the  house 
of  assembly,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  and  estab- 
lishes a council,  by  w hich  the  government  shall  be 
administered,  with  the  aid  of  three  special  commis- 
sioners. Mr.  Labouchere  went  at  length  into  the 
causes  which  have  made  this  measure  necessary, 
detailing  the  various  proceedings  of  the  assembly, 
&c.  &c.  The  bill  was  to  have  its  second  reading 
on  the  19th. 

In  answer  to  a question,  lord  Palmerston  said  that 
he  had  sent  to  Mr.  Fox,  at  Washington,  the  draft 
of  a convention  for  the  adjustment  of  the  boundary 
question,  by  the  appointment  of  a joint  commission 
to  define  the  boundary;  and  that  when  the  answer 
of  the  U.  S.  government  should  be  received,  the 
papers  would  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  the  10th  there  was  no  quorum. 

On  the  1 1th  nothing  ofinterest  was  done. 

On  the  12th,  in  the  house  of  lords,  papers,  relat- 
ing to  the  affairs  of  Jamaica,  were  moved  for  and 
ordered. 

In  the  house  of  commons  sir  Robert  Peel  brought 
forward  an  amendment  to  lord  John  Rusel’s  motion 
on  the  government  of  Ireland.  It  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  appointment  of  a committee  of  inquiry  by 
the  house  of  lords  did  not  justify  ministers  in  calling 
upon  the  house  of  commons  for  a declaration  of 
opinion,  and  that  it  was  not  fitting  for  the  house 
of  commons  to  call  in  question  the  right  of 
the  other  house  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  Ire- 
land. 

Mr.  Duncombe  gave  notice  of  an  amendment 
which  he  should  offer  if  lord  John  Russel’s  motion 
prevailed — to  the  effect  that  it  was  expedient  to 
make  further  reforms  in  parliament. 

Lord  John  Russel  announced  his  intention  of 
moving  to  expunge  from  the  police  bill  the  clau- 
ses extending  the  metropolitan  police  to  the  city  of 
London. 

[These  were  the  clauses  against  which  the  com 
mon  council  remonstrated  in  their  address  to  the 
queen  when  they  got  such  an  ungracious  answer.] 

Monday , April  15.  The  house  and  all  its  galle- 
ries were  crowded  at  an  early  hour;  and  at  6 o’clock 
lord  John  Russel  commenced  speaking  in  support 
of  his  motion  on  the  government  of  Ireland.  His 
speech  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  ablest  that  his 
lordship  ever  made;  and  the  ministerial  and  whig 
papers  speak  of  it  as  triumphant. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  replied,  in  supporting  his  amend- 
ment. He  mainly  relied  on  the  points  assumed  in 
the  amendment,  and  the  impolicy  of  adopting  any 
measure  that  might  bring  on  a collision  between 
the  two  houses,  touching  only  incidentally'  on  the 
real  question  ot  lord  Normanby’s  government  in 
Ireland. 

The  debate  was  continued  through  the  week, 
and  was  not  completed  on  the  10th,  which  is  the 
date  of  our  latest  London  paper.  No  doubt  was 
entertained  as  to  the  result,  the  Irish  members  and 
most  of  the  liberals  going  en  massce  in  support  of 
the  ministry. 

The  other  proceedings  in  either  house  were  of 
little  interest,  as  well  as  we  can  judge  from  the 
summary  in  the  Liverpool  papers. 

Sir  Frederick  Lamb,  lord  Melbourne’s  brother 
and  heir  presumptive,  has  been  raised  to  the  peer- 
age by  the  title  of  baron  Beauvale.  He  has  been 
for  many  years  ambassador  at  Vienna.  Lord  Pon- 
sonby,  the  ambassador  at  Constantinople,  has  also 


been  made  an  Irish  viscount.  The  opposition  pa- 
pers pretend  to  consider  these  evelations  as  a sort  of 
“putting  his  house  in  order”  by  lord  Melbourne,  in 
anticipation  of  leaving  office. 

The  marquis  of  Lansdowne  had  declined  serving 
on  lord  Roden’s  Irish  committee  of  inquiry — assign- 
ing the  same  reason  that  was  given  by  lord  Norman- 
by  for  his  refusal. 

The  marriage  of  the  marquis  of  Douro  and  lady 
Elizabeth  Hay  was  solemnized  on  the  18th.  The 
wedding  cake  weighed  more  than  80  pounds,  and 
was  superbly  decorated  with  military  trophies,  the 
arms  of  Wellington  and  Tweddale  &c. 

The  affair  of  lady  Flora  hastings  continued  a sub- 
ject of  remark  and  discussion.  Her  brother,  the 
marquis,  had  written  and  publiseed  along  aud  very 
severe  letter  to  lord  Melbourne,  demanding  the  im- 
mediate dismissal  of  his  sister’s  slanderers — said  to 
be  ladies  Portman  and  Tavistock  and  sir  James 
Clark,  and  his  mother  the  dowager  marchioness 
had  also  written  to  the  queen,  urging  and  finally  in- 
sisting on  discovery  and  public  disgrace  of  her 
daughter’s  maligners.  To  the  first  letter  lord  Mel- 
bourne replied,  by  order  of  the  queen,  declaring  her 
majesty’s  anxious  wish  to  do  every  thing  in  her 
power  to  soothe  the  feelings  of  lady  Flora  and  her 
family;  but  on  the  dismissal  of  sir  James  Clark  be- 
ing again  peremptorily  demanded,  his  lordship  re- 
plied that  the  demand  was  so  unprecedented  and 
objectionable,  that  even  his  high  respect  for  the 
marchioness  and  her  family  would  permit  him  to  do 
nothing  more  than  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  her 
letter. 

The  opposition  papers,  as  may  be  supposed, 
make  a terrible  to-do  about  this  untoward  affair; 
and  the  very  thin  attendance  at  the  queen's  first 
drawing  room  for  the  season,  was  ascribed  to  the 
disgust  it  had  excited  among  the  nobility. 

The  queen,  poor  girl,  was  doing  all  she  could  to 
make  atonement  to  lady  Flora:  inviting  her  fre- 
quently to  the  royal  dinner  parties,  and  expressly 
desiring  that  she  should  receive  the  sacrament  with 
herself  on  Easter  Sunday.  Lady  Portman  is  a 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Harewood— lady  Tavistock 
is  sister-in-law  to  lord  John  Russell. 

Arming  of  the  chartists  at  Barnsley.  The  char- 
tists are  arming  with  pikes,  pistols  and  guns,  not 
only  in  the  town  of  Barnsley  itself,  but  also  through- 
out its  populous  vicinity.  Such  has  been  the  de- 
mand during  the  last  fortnight  that  the  shops  have 
been  nearly  cleared  of  fire  arms,  particularly  the 
pawnbrokers,  who  are  dealers  in  second  hand  ware. 

[Leeds  Mercury. 

London,  April  19 — 12  o’clock.  In  the  English 
stock  market  sales  of  3^  per  cent,  reduced  continu- 
ed to  be  made  by  the  same  parties  who  sold  yester- 
day, they  have  not,  however,  influenced  the  value 
of  those  securities  more  than  ^ per  cent,  the  pre- 
sent quotation  for  them  is  99§  to  consols  have 
been  93  buyers,  they  are  now  93  alternately  buyers 
and  sellers  for  the  account,  and  92J  to  § for  money. 

In  American  stocks  there  has  been  hardly  any 
business  since  our  last  report.  United  States  bank 
shares  are  £24  5s.  to  £24  10s. 

From  the  Liverpool  Courier  of  April  20. 

State  of  the  trade. 

Cotton  trade.  Manchester,  Friday  evening.  The 
market  has  been  singularly  dull  this  week;  few 
sales  have  been  effected,  and  goods  are  from  l^d  to 
3d  a piece  lower.  Twist  is  not  at  all  in  demand; 
and  nothing  is  sold  except  in  cases  in  which  the 
necessities  of  the  spinner  compel  him  to  accept  a 
very  low  price.  Warps  are  £d  per  beer  lower,  and 
weft  has  fallen  about  a farthing  per  pound.  At 
this  reduction  there  is  a fair  demand  for  both;  the 
supply  being  not  greater  than  the  demand. 

Shipwreck  of  the  brig  Retrench,  of  Greenock,  for 
New  York.  On  Thursday  afternoon,  the  brig  Re- 
trench, bound  for  New  York,  with  75  passengers 
sailed  from  Greenock,  the  wind  blowing  fresh  from 
the  east,  which  was  a fair  wind  for  the  vessel.  On 
Friday  morning  the  deep  sea  steamers  brought  the 
news  to  Greenock  that  the  Retrench  was  run  ashore 
on  the  rocks  adjoining  the  Cunbrse  light  house,  and 
it  blowing  a gale  at  the  time,  fears  were  entertain- 
ed that  the  vessel  would  be  dashed  to  pieces,  and 
all  on  board  perish.  The  Gulliver  tug  steamer  was 
immediately  ordered  off  to  the  assistance  of  the  un- 
fortunate vessel,  with  a party  of  men,  headed  by 
captain  Kennedy,  harbourmaster,  Greenock.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  steamer  at  the  wreck  it  was  blow- 
ing a perfect  gale  from  the  southwest,  and  it  was 
with  considerable  difficulty  that  the  Gulliver  could 
reach  the  Retrench.  But  at  last  this  was  effected, 
and  it  was  found  that  a buoy,  with  a rope  fastened 
to  it,  had  been  thrown  from  the  Retrench  and  had 
drifted  ashore,  and  the  islanders  made  it  fast,  bv 
which  means  communication  was  opened  with  the 
island,  and  a number  of  female  passengers  were 
floated  ashore  on  an  empty  chest.  The  passengers 
were  all  safely  landed  by  the  Gulliver  at  Greenock 
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on  Friday  night;  but  they  will  lose  all  their  luggage, 
provisions,  &c.  as  the  vessel  in  all  probability  will 
be  a total  wreck.  [ Glasgow  Chronicle. 

FROM  THE  EAST. 

The  accounts  from  Central  Asia  are  highly  fa- 
vorable. We  give  such  extracts  as  will  serve  to 
show  the  result  of  the  movements  in  progress. 

London,  April  16.  An  Indian  mail  has  arrived 
by  Egypt,  with  accounts  of  the  23d  of  February, 
from  Bombay.  As  regards  India  they  are  of  a 
favorable  nature, our  troops  having  obtained  the  com- 
mand of  the  Indus  by  the  surrender  of  Hydrabad 
and  Bukknr,  which  took  place  without  any  resist- 
ance. It  is  also  stated  that  the  Ameers  of  Sinde 
have  declared  their  adhesion  to  the  British  govern- 
ment. The  valuable  steamer  Semiramis  was 
wrecked  on  the  13th  of  February,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Indus. 

The  Delhi  Gazette  of  the  13th,  states  that  the  ar- 
my of  Scbah  Soojah  had  passed  the  Indus,  and  was 
encamped  at  Shikarpore,  but  the  news  of  the  pa- 
cific state  of  Scinde  had  not  reached  the  army  of 
Indus  on  the  25th  January.  The  reports  of  battles 
between  the  Scindians  and  the  Bombay  troops  are 
declared  to  be  unfounded.  Some  apprehension  ex- 
isted of  a formidable  attack  on  the  troops  under 
sir  John  Keane  at  Hyderabad,  and  a detachment 
under  sir  Willoughby  Cotton  had  consequently  been 
ordered  up  to  his  support. 

Sir  A.  Burnes  was  with  the  advanced  force,  and 
sir  H.  Fane  at  Roree.  It  was  expected  that  the 
army  at  Shikapore  would  be  detained  there  for  some 
time,  and  no  active  movements  appear  to  be  con- 
templated in  any  quarter.  Lord  Auckland  w>as  at 
Delhi  on  the  12th  of  February.  General  Allard,  a 
distinguished  officer  in  the  service  of  Runject  Singh, 
died  at  Peshawar  on  the  23d  of  January. 

FRANCE. 

The  victory  of  the  king  over  the  coalition  was 
evinced  in  the  result  of  the  election  for  the  presi- 
dent of  the  chamber,  which  took  place  on  the  16th 
of  April.  The  candidate  of  the  coalition  was  Odil- 
lon  Barrot — the  ministerial  candidate  was  M.  Pas- 
sy.  The  latter  was  elected  by  a majority  of  30, 
greatly  to  the  surprise  and  mortification  of  the  Car- 
lists  and  republicans,  and  the  other  odds  and  ends 
who  had  united  in  the  hope  of  forcing  the  king  to  a 
virtual  surrender  of  his  authority.  The  upshot  of 
the  matter  is,  that  a sufficient  number  of  the  doc- 
trinaires, late  opponents  of  the  king  and  count 
Mole  have  gone  over — satisfied,  probably,  that  the 
rule  of  their  late  allies  would  be  more  mischievous 
than  any  thing  the  king  would  be  likely  to  at- 
tempt. 

It  was  presumed  that  after  this  triumph  marshal 
Soult  would  renew  his  endeavors  to  form  a minis- 
try— that  he  would  be  successful — and  that  the  new 
cabinet  would  be  almost  identical  in  policy  with 
that  of  count  Mole.  If  Theirs  should  join  it,  it 
would  have  an  overwhelming  majority  at  its  com- 
mand— if  he  should  keep  aloof  its  majority  would 
be  smaller  but  still  probably  sufficient. 

The  French  government  is  said  to  have  offered 
its  mediation  between  the  sultan  and  the  pacha  of 
Egypt. 

The  French  and  English  ambassadors  at  Con- 
stantinople are  said  to  have  agreed  to  an  arrange- 
ment, in  consequence  of  which  an  Anglo-French 
squadron  will  be  formed  of  six  ships  of  the  line, 
four  frigates  and  ten  smaller  vessels,  to  watch  the 
Turkish  fleet  on  its  issuing  from  the  Dardanelles. 
Sir  B.  Stopford  is  also  to  send  five  ships  of  the  line 
to  Alexandria,  and  admiral  Lalande  is  to  station 
three  at  Tunis.  By  this  means,  it  is  hoped,  both 
the  Turkish  and  Egyptain  fleet  will  be  prevented 
from  wantonly  provoking  a collision. 

The  court  of  cassation  has  decided  against  the 
appeal  of  Marsaud  from  the  sentence  of  the  tribu- 
nal at  Brest,  by  which  he  was  condemned  to  death, 
with  Raimond,  for  the  murder  on  board  the  Alex- 
andre. Raimond  did  not  appeal. 

Lord  Brougham  and  Messrs.  Hume  and  Leader 
were  at  Paris  during  the  recess.  The  former  had 
been  ill.  A public  dinner  was  offered  him,  and  de- 
clined— a private  letter  says  because  it  was  ex- 
pected that  monsieur  Pappineau  would  also  be 
present. 

Paris,  April  17.  Five  per  cents,  1 1 0 f.  5c.  10c. 
15c.  20c.  15c.;  four  per  cents.  lOlf.  50;  three  per 
cents.  81f.  15c.  20c.  15c.  bank  actions,  2,660f. 
2,665f.  50c. 

Half  past  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  Last  prices — five 
per  cents.  llOf.  20c.  three  per  cents.  81f. 25c.  bank 
actions,  2,662f.  50c. 

PORTUGAL. 

There  was  a ministerial  interregnum  in  this  king- 
dom also.  The  ministers  resigned  in  a body,  in 
consequence  of  being  defeated  in  the  chamber  of 
deputies  on  a bill  they  had  introduced  for  increasing 
the  army;  and  up  to  the  8th  of  April  all  attempts  to 
form  a new  cabinet  had  been  unsuccessful- 


CHURCH  CASE. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Presbyterian. 

Opinion  of  the  court. — Gibson,  C.  J.  deli- 
vered the  opinion  of  the  court,  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, May  8th,  as  follows: 

To  extricate  the  question  from  the  multifarious 
mass  of  irrelevant  matter  in  which  it  is  enclosed,  we 
must  in  the  first  place,  ascertain  the  specific  charac- 
ter of  the  general  assembly,  and  the  relation  it  bears 
to  the  corporation  which  is  the  immediate  subject  of 
our  cognizance.  This  assembly  has  been  called  a 
quasi  corporation;  of  which  it  has  not  a feature.  A 
quasi  corporation  has  capacity  to  sue  and  be  sued 
as  an  artificial  person;  which  the  assembly  has  not. 
It  is  also  established  by  law;  which  the  assembly  is 
not. 

Neither  is  the  assembly  a particular  order  or  rank 
in  the  corporation,  though  the  latter  was  created  for 
its  convenience;  such  lor  instance,  as  the  share  hold- 
ers of  a bank  or  joint  stock  company,  who  are  an 
integrant  part  of  the  body.  It  is  a segregated  asso- 
ciation, which,  though  it  is  the  reproductive  organ 
of  corporate  succession,  is  not  itself  a member  of 
the  body;  and  in  that  respect  it  is  anomalous.  Hav- 
ing no  corporate  quality  in  itself,  it  is  not  a subject 
of  our  corrective  jurisdiction,  or  of  our  scrutiny, 
farther  than  to  ascertain  how  far  its  organic  struc- 
ture may  bear  on  the  question  of  its  personal  identi- 
ty or  individuality.  By  the  charter  of  the  corpora- 
tion, of  which  it  is  the  handmaid  and  nurse,  it  has 
a limited  capacity  to  create  vacancies  in  it,  and  an 
unlimited  power  over  the  form  and  manner  of  choice 
in  filling  them.  It  would  be  sufficient  for  the  civil 
tribunals,  therefore,  that  the  assembled  commission- 
ers had  constituted  an  actual  body;  and  that  it  had 
made  its  appointment  in  its  own  way,  without  re- 
gard to  its  fairness  in  respect  to  its  members;  with 
this  limitation,  however,  that  it  had  the  assent  of 
the  constitutional  majority,  of  which  the  official  act 
of  authentication  would  be  at  least,  prima  facie  evi- 
dence. It  would  be  immaterial  to  the  legality  of 
the  choice,  that  the  majority  had  expelled  the  mi- 
nority, provided  a majority  of  the  whole  body  con- 
curred in  the  choice.  This  may  be  safely  predicted 
of  an  undivided  assembly,  and  it  would  be  an  un- 
erring test  in  the  case  of  a division,  could  a quorum 
not  be  constituted  of  less  than  such  a majority;  but 
unfortunately,  a quorum  of  the  general  assembly 
may  be  constituted  of  a very  small  minority,  so  that 
two,  or  even  more,  distinct  parts  may  have  all  the 
external  organs  of  legitimate  existence.  Hence, 
where,  as  in  this  instauce,  the  members  have  form- 
ed themselves  into  separate  bodies,  numerically 
sufficient  for  corporate  capacity  and  organic  action, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  ascertain  how  far  either  of 
them  was  formed  in  obedience  to  the  conventional 
law  of  the  association,  which,  for  i hat  purpose  only, 
is  to  be  treated  as  a rule  of  civil  obligation. 

The  division  which,  for  purposes  of  designation,  it 
is  convenient  to  call  the  old  school  party,  was  cer- 
tainly organized  in  obedience  to  the  established  or- 
der; and  to  legitimate  the  separate  organization  of 
its  rival,  in  contravention,  as  it  certainly  was,  of 
every  thing  like  precedent,  would  require  the  pre- 
sentation of  a very  urgent  emergency.  At  the  stated 
time  and  place  for  the  opening  of  the  session,  the 
parties  assembled,  without  any  ostensible  division; 
and,  w-lien  the  organization  of  the  whole  had  pro- 
ceeded to  a certain  point,  by  the  instrumentality  of 
the  moderator  of  the  preceding  session,  who,  for  that 
purpose,  was  the  constitutional  organ,  a provisional 
moderator  was  suddenly  chosen,  by  a minority  of 
those  who  could  be  entitled  to  vote,  including  the 
exscinded  commissioners.  The  question  on  the  mo- 
tion to  elect,  was  put,  not  by  the  chair,  but  by  the 
mover  himself;  after  which,  the  seceding  party 
elected  a permanent  moderator,  and  immediately 
withdrew,  leaving  the  other  party  to  finish  its  pro- 
cess of  organization,  by  the  choice  of  its  moderator 
for  the  session. 

In  justification  of  this  apparent  irregularity,  it  is 
urged  that  the  constitutional  moderator  had  refused 
an  appeal  to  the  commissioners  in  attendance,  from 
his  decision,  which  had  excluded  from  the  roll  the 
names  of  certain  commissioners  who  had  been  un- 
constitutionally severed,  as  it  was  alleged,  from  the 
Presbyterian  connection  by  a vote  of  the  preceding 
session.  It  is  conceded  by  the  argument,  that  if  the 
synods  with  the  dependent  presbyteries  by  which 
those  commissioners  were  sent,  had  been  constitu- 
tionally dissolved,  the  motion  was  one  which  the 
moderator  was  not  bound  to  put,  or  the  commission- 
ers to  notice;  and  that  whatever  implication  of  as- 
sent to  the  decision  which  ensued,  might  otherwise 
be  deduced  from  the  silence  of  those  who  refused 
to  speak  out,  about  which  it  will  be  necessary  to 
say  something  in  the  sequel,  there  was  no  room  for 
any  such  implication  in  the  particular  instance.  It 
would  follow  also,  that  there  was  no  pretence  for 
the  deposal  of  the  moderator,  if  indeed  such  a thing 


could  be  legitimated  by  any  circumstance,  for  re- 
fusing an  appeal  from  his  exclusion  of  those  who 
had  not  color  of  title,  and,  consequently,  that  what 
else  might  be  reform,  would  be  revolution.  And 
this  leads  to  an  inquiry  into  the  constitutionality  of 
the  act  of  excision. 

The  sentence  of  excision,  as  it  has  been  called, 
was  nothing  else  than  an  ordinance  of  dissolution. — ■ 
It  bore  that  the  synods  in  question,  having  been 
formed  and  attached  to  the  body  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  under,  and  in  execution  of  the  plan  of  union, 
“be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  out  of  the  eccle- 
siastical connexion  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
the  United  States  of  America;  and  that  they  are  not 
in  form  or  in  fact  an  integral  portion  of  said  church  j’ 
Now  it  will  not  be  said  that  if  the  dissolved  synods 
had  no  other  basis  than  the  plan  of  union,  they  did 
not  necessarily  fall  along  with  it,  and  it  is  not  pre- 
tended that  the  assembly  was  incompetent  to  repeal 
the  union  prospectively,  but  it  is  contended  that  the 
repeal  could  not  impair  rights  of  membership  which 
had  grown  up  under  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  contended  that  the  plan 
of  union  was  unconstitutional  and  void  from  the  be- 
ginning, because  it  was  not  submitted  to  the  pres- 
byteries for  their  sanction;  and  that  no  right  of  mem- 
bership could  spring  from  it.  But  viewed,  not  as  a 
constitutional  regulation  which  implies  permanency 
of  duration,  but  as  a temporary  expedient,  it  ac- 
quired the  force  of  a law  without  the  ratification  of 
those  bodies.  It  was  evidently  not  intended  to  be 
permanent,  and  it  consequently  was  constitutionally 
enacted  and  constitutionally  repealed  by  the  ordi- 
nary act  of  legislation;  and  those  synods  which  had 
their  root  in  it,  could  not  be  expected  to  survive  it. 
There  never  wras  a design  to  attempt  an  amalgama- 
tion of  ecclesiastical  principles  which  are  as  immis- 
cible as  water  and  oil;  much  less  to  effect  a commix- 
ture of  them  only  at  particular  geographical  points. 
Such  an  attempt  would  have  compromised  a princi- 
ple at  the  very  root  of  presbylerial  government, 
which  requires  that  the  officers  of  the  church  be  set 
apart  by  special  ordination  for  the  work.  Now  the 
character  of  the  plan  is  palpable,  not  only  in  its  title 
and  provisions,  but  in  the  minute  ol  its  introduction 
into  the  assembly. 

We  find  in  the  proceedings  of  1801,  page  256, 
that  a committee  was  raised  “to  consider  and  digest 
a plan  of  government  for  the  churches  in  the  new 
settlements  agreeably  to  (he  proposal  of  the  general 
association  of  Connecticut;”  and  that  the  plan 
adopted  in  conformity  to  its  report,  is  called  “a 
plan  of  the  union  for  the  new  settlements.”  The 
avowed  object  of  it  was  to  prevent  alienation — in 
other  words,  the  affiliation  of  Presbyterians  in  other 
churches,  by  suffering  those  who  were  yet  too  few 
and  too  poor  for  the  maintenance  of  a minister,  tem- 
porarily to  call  to  their  assistance  the  members  of  a 
sect  who  differed  from  them  in  principles,  not  of  faith, 
but  of  ecclesiastical  government.  To  that  end,  Pres- 
byterian ministers  were  suffered  to  preach  to  Con- 
gregational churches,  while  Presbyterian  churches 
were  suffered  to  settle  Congregational  ministers;  and 
mixed  congregations  were  allowed  to  settle  a Pres- 
byterian or  a Congregational  minister  at  their  elec- 
tion, but  under  a plan  of  government  and  discipline 
adapted  to  the  circumstances.  Surely  this  was 
not  intended  to  outlast  the  inability  of  the  respec- 
tive sects  to  provide  separately  for  themselves,  or  to 
perpetuate  the  innovations  on  Presbylerial  govern- 
ment which  it  was  calculated  to  produce.  It  was 
obviously  a missionary  arrangement  from  the  first; 
and  they'  who  built  up  presbyteries  and  synods  on 
the  basis  of  it,  had  no  reason  to  expect  that  their 
structures  would  survive  it,  or  that  Congregational- 
ist  might,  by'  force  of  it,  gain  a foothold  in  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  despite  of  presbyterial  discipline. 
They  embraced  it  with  all  its  defeasible  properties 
plainly  put  before  them;  and  the  power  which  con- 
stituted it,  might  fairly  repeal  it,  and  dissolve  the 
bodies  that  had  grown  out  of  it,  whenever  the 
good  of  the  church  should  seem  (o  require  it. 

Could  the  synods,  however,  be  dissolved  by  a le- 
gislative act?  I know  not  how  they  could  have 
been  legitimately  dissolved  by' any  other.  The  as 
sembly  is  a homogeneous  body  uniting  in  itself, 
without  seperation  of  parts — the  legislative,  execu- 
tive and  judicial  functions  of  the  government;  and 
its  acts  are  referable  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  them, 
according  to  the  capacity  in  which  it  sat  when  they 
were  performed.  Now  had  the  exscinded  synods 
been  cut  off  by  a judicial  sentence  without  hearing 
or  notice,  the  act  would  have  been  contrary  to  the 
cardinal  principles  of  natural  justice,  and  conse- 
quently void.  But  though  it  was  at  first  resolved 
to  proceed  judicially,  the  measure  was  abandoned; 
probably  because  it  came  to  be  perceived  that  the 
synods  had  committed  no  offence. 

A glance  at  the  plan  of  union  is  enough  to  con- 
vince us  that  the  disorder  had  come  in  with  the 
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sanction  of  the  assembly  itself.  The  first  article  di- 
rected missionaries  (the  word  is  significant),  to  the 
new  settlements  to  promote  a good  understanding 
betwixt  the  kindred  sects.  The  second  and  third 
permitted  a Presbyterian  congregation  to  settle  a 
Congregational  minister,  or  a Presbyterian  minister 
to  be  settled  by  a Congregational  church;  but  these 
provided  for  no  recognition  of  the  people  in  charge, 
as  a part  of  the  Presbyterian  body— at  least  they 
gave  them  no  representation  in  its  government. 
But  the  fourth  allowed  a mixed  congregation  to  set- 
tle a minister  of  either  denomination;  and  it  com- 
mitted the  government  of  it  to  a standing  commit- 
tee, but  with  a right  to  appeal  to  the  bod}'  of  male 
communicants  if  the  appellant  were  a Congregation- 
alist,  or  to  the  presbyter)’’  if  he  were  a Presbyterian. 
Now  it  is  evident  the  assembly  designed  that  every 
such  congregation  should  belong  to  a presbytery  as 
an  integrant  part  of  it;  for  if  its  minister  were  a 
Congregationalism  in  no  way  connected  with  the 
Presbyterian  church,  it  would  be  impossible  to  refer 
the  appellate  jurisdiction  to  any  presbytery  in  par- 
ticular. This  alone  would  show  that  it  was  design- 
ed to  place  such  a congregation  in  ecclesiastical  con- 
nection with  the  presbytery  of  the  district:  but  it  is 
not  all.  It  was  expressly  provided  in  conclusion, 
that  if  the  “said  standing  committee  of  any  church, 
shall  depute  one  of  themselves  to  attend  the  presby- 
tery, he  may  have  the  same  right  to  sit  and  act  in 
the  presbytery  as  a ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church.”  For  what  purpose  if  the  congregation 
were  not  in  presbyterial  fellowship: 

It  is  said  that  this  jus  representalionis  was  predi- 
cated of  the  appeal  precedently  mentioned;  and  that 
the  exercise  of  it  was  to  be  restrained  to  the  trial  of 
it.  The  words,  however,  were  predicated  with  re- 
striction; and  an  implied  limitation  of  their  mean- 
ing, would  impute  to  the  assembly  the  injustice  of 
allowing  a party  to  sit  in  his  own  cause,  by  intro- 
ducing into  the  composition  of  the  appellate  court 
a part  of  the  subordinate  one.  That  such  an  im- 
plication would  be  inconsistent  with  the  temper  dis- 
played by  the  assembly  on  other  occasions  is  prov- 
ed by  the  order  which  it  took  as  early  as  1791,  in  the 
case  of  an  appeal  from  the  sentence  of  the  synod  of 
Philadelphia,  whose  members  it  prevented  from 
voting  on  the  question,  (Assembly’s  Digest,  p.  332), 
as  well  as  by  its  general  provision  that  members  of 
a judicatory  may  not  vote  in  the  superior  judicato- 
ry on  a question  of  approving  or  disapproving  their 
records,  (Id,  page  333). 

The  principle  has  since  become  a rule  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  appears  by  the  book  of  discipline,  chap. 
VII.  sec.  3,  paragraph  12.  As  the  representatives  of 
those  anomalous  congregations,  therefore,  could  not 
sit  in  judgment  on  their  own  controversies,  it  is  pret- 
ty clear  that  it  was  intended  they  should  be  repre- 
sented generally,  else  they  would  not  be  represent- 
ed at  all  in  the  councils  of  the  church,  by  those 
who  might  not  be  Presbyterians;  and  that  to  effect 
it,  the  principle  of  presbyterial  ordination  was  to  be 
relaxed,  as  regards  both  the  ministry  and  eldership; 
and  it  is  equally  clear,  that  had  the  synods  been  cit- 
ed to  answer  for  the  consequent  relaxation  as  an  of- 
fence, they  might  have  triumphantly  appeared  at  the 
bar  of  the  assembly  with  the  plan  of  union  in  their 
hand.  That  body,  however,  resorted  to  the  only 
constitutional  remedy  in  its  power;  it  fell  back,  so 
to  speak,  on  its  legislative  jurisdiction,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  which,  the  synods  were  competently  repre- 
sented and  heard  by  their  commissioners. 

Now  the  apparent  injustice  of  the  measure  arises 
from  the  contemplation  of  it  as  a judical  sentence 
pronounced  against  parties  who  were  neither  cited 
nor  heard;  which  it  evidently  was  not.  Even  as  a 
legislative  act  it  may  have  been  a hard  one,  though 
certainly  constitutional  and  strictly  just.  It  was 
impossible  to  eradicate  the  disorder  by  any  thing 
less  than  a dissolution  of  those  bodies  with  whose 
existence  its  roots  were  so  intertwined  as  to  be  in- 
separable from  it,  leaving  their  elements  to  form 
new  and  less  heterogeneous  combinations.  Though 
deprived  of  presbyterial  organization,  the  Presby- 
terian parts  were  not  excluded  from  the  church, 
provision  being  made  for  them,  by  allowing  them  to 
attach  themselves  to  the  nearest  presbytery. 

It  is  said  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  to  estab- 
lish the  fact  that  the  exscinded  synods  had  actually 
been  constituted  on  the  plan  of  union,  in  order  to 
have  given  the  assembly  even  legislative  jurisdic- 
tion. The  testimony  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Squier,  how- 
ever, shows  that  in  some  of  the  three  which  were 
within  the  state  of  New  Yoik,  congregations  were 
sometimes  constituted  without  elders;  and  the  synod 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  when  charged  with  delin- 
quency on  that  head,  instead  of  denying  the  fact, 
promptly  pointed  to  the  plan  of  union  for  its  justifi- 
cation. But  what  matters  it  whether  the  fact  were 
actually  what  the  assembly  supposed  it  to  be?  If 
that  body  proceeded  in  good  faith,  the  validity  of  its 
enactment  cannot  depend  on  the  justness  of  its  con- 


clusion. We  have,  as  already  remarked,  no  autho- 
rity to  rejudge  its  judgments  on  their  merits;  and 
this  principle  was  asserted  with  conclusive  force 
by  the  presiding  judge  who  tried  the  cause.  Upon 
an  objection  made  to  the  inquiry  into  the  composi- 
tion ot  the  presbytery  of  Medina,  it  was  ruled  that 
“with  the  reasons  for  the  proceedings  of  1837,  (the 
act  of  excision)  we  have  nothing  to  do.  We  are  to 
determine  otdy  what  was  done;  the  reasons  of  those 
who  did  it  are  immaterial.  If  the  acts  complained 
of  were  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  assembly, 
their  decision  must  be  final,  though  they  decided 
wrong.”  This  was  predicated  of  judicial  jurisdic- 
tion; but  the  principle  is  necessarily  as  applicable  to 
jurisdiction  for  purposes  of  legislation.  I cite  the 
passage,  however,  to  show  that  after  a successful 
resistance  to  the  introduction  of  evidence  of  the 
fact,  it  lies  not  with  the  relators  to  allege  the  want 
of  it. 

If  then  the  synods  in  question  were  constitution- 
ally dissolved,  the  presbyteries  of  which  they  had 
been  composed,  were,  at  least  for  purposes  of  re- 
presentation, dissolved  among  them;  for  no  pres- 
bytery can  be  in  connection  with  the  general  assem- 
bly, unless  it  be  at  the  same  time  subordinate  to  a 
synod  also  in  connection  with  it,  because  an  appeal 
from  its  judgment  can  reach  the  tribunal  of  the  last 
resort  only  throughout  that  channel.  It  is  immaterial 
that  the  presbyteries  are  the  electors:  a synod  is  a 
part  of  the  machinery  which  is  indispensable  to  the 
existence  of  every  branch  of  the  church.  It  ap- 
pears, therefore,  that  the  commissioners  from  the  ex- 
scinded synods,  were  not  entitled  to  seats  in  the  as- 
sembly, and  that  their  names  were  properly  excluded 
from  the  roll. 

The  inquiry  might  be  rested  here;  for  if  there 
were  no  color  of  right  in  them,  there  was  no  color 
of  right  in  the  adversary  proceedings  which  were 
founded  on  their  exclusion.  But  even  if  their  title 
were  clear,  the  refusal  of  an  appeal  from  decision  of 
the  moderator,  would  be  no  ground  for  the  degreda- 
tion  of  the  officer  at  the  call  of  a minority;  nor  could 
it  impose  on  the  majority  an  obligation  to  vote  on  a 
question  put  unofficially,  and  out  of  the  usual  course. 
To  all  questions  put  by  the  established  organ,  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  member  to  respond,  or  be  counted 
with  the  greater  number,  because  he  is  supposed  to 
have  assented  beforehand  to  the  result  of  the  process 
pre-established  to  ascertain  the  general  will;  but  the 
rule  of  implied  assent  is  certainly  inapplicable  to  a 
measure  which  when  justifiable  even  by  extreme 
necessity,  is  essentially  revolutionary,  and  based 
on  no  pre-established  process  of  ascertainment  what- 
ever. 

To  apply  it  to  an  extreme  case  of  inorganic  action, 
as  was  done  here  might  work  the  degradation  of  any 
presiding  officer  in  our  legislative  halls,  by  the  mo- 
tion and  actual  vote  of  a single  member,  sustained 
by  the  constructive  votes  of  all  the  rest;  and  though 
such  an  enterprise  may  never  be  attempted,  it  shows 
the  danger  of  resorting  to  a conventional  rule,  when 
the  body  is  to  be  resolved  inlo  its  original  elements, 
and  its  rules  and  conventions  to  be  suspended  by  the 
very  motion.  For  this  reason,  the  choice  of  a mo- 
derator to  supplant  the  officer  of  the  chair,  even  if 
he  were  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  commis- 
sioners, would  seem  to  have  been  unconstitutional. 

But  he  was  not  removeable  by  them,  because  he 
had  not  derived  his  office  from  them;  nor  was  he 
answerable  to  them  for  the  use  of  his  power.  He 
was  not  their  moderator.  He  was  the  mechanical 
instrument  of  their  organization;  and  till  that  was 
accomplished,  they  were  subject  to  his  rule — not  he 
to  theirs.  They  were  chosen  by  the  authority  of 
his  mandate,  and  with  the  power  of  self  organiza- 
tion, only  in  the  event  of  his  absence, at  the  opening 
of  the  session. — Corporally  present,  but  refusing  to 
perform  his  function,  he  might  be  deemed  construc- 
tive by  absent,  for  constitutional  purposes,  insomuch 
that  the  commissioners  might  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  a substitute  without  him;  but  not  if  he  had  entered 
on  the  performance  of  his  task;  and  the  reason  is,  that 
the  decision  of  such  questions  as  were  prematurely 
pressed  here,  is  proper  for  the  decision  of  the  body 
when  prepared  for  organic  action,  which  it  cannot  be 
before  it  is  fully  constituted  and  under  the  presiden- 
cy of  its  own  moderator,  the  moderator  of  the  pre- 
ceding session  being  functus  officio. 

There  can  be  no  occasion  for  its  action  sooner;  for 
though  the  commissioners  are  necessarily  called 
upon  to  vote  for  their  moderator,  their  action  is  not 
organic,  but  individual.  Doctor  Mason’s  motion  and 
appeal,  though  the  clerks  had  reported  the  roll,  were 
premature;  for  though  it  is  declared  in  the  twelflh 
chapter  of  the  form  of  government,  that  no  commis- 
sioners shall  deliberate  or  vote  before  his  name  shall 
have  been  enrolled,  it  follows  not  that  the  capacity, 
consummated  by  enrolment, was  expected  to  be  exer- 
cised during  any  part  of  the  process  of  organization, 
but  the  choice  of  a moderator;  and  moreover,  the 
provision  may  have  been  intended  for  the  case  of  a 


commissioner  appearing  for  the  first  time,  when  the 
house  was  constituted. 

Many  instances  may  doubtless  be  found  among 
the  minutes,  of  motions  entertained  previously,  for 
our  public  bodies,  whether  legislative  or  judicial,  se- 
cular or  ecclesiastical,  are  too  prone  to  forget  the 
golden  precept — “Let  all  things  be  done  decently 
and  in  order.”  But  these  are  merely  instances  of 
irregularity  which  have  passed,  sub  silenlo,  and 
which  cannot  change  a rule  of  positive  enactment. 
It  seems  then  that  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
moderator  did  not  lie;  and  that  he  incurred  no  pe- 
nalty by  the  disallowance  of  it.  The  title  of  the  ex- 
cinded  commissioners  could  be  determined  only  by 
the  action  of  the  house,  which  could  not  be  had  be- 
fore its  organization  were  complete;  and  in  the  mean 
time  he  was  bound  as  the  executive  instrument  of 
the  preceding  assembly,  to  put  its  ordinance  into  ex- 
ecution; for  to  the  actual  assembly,  and  not  to  the 
moderator  of  the  preceding  one,  it  belonged  to  re- 
peal it. 

It  would  be  decisive,  however,  that  the  motion, 
as  it  was  proposed,  purported  not  to  be  in  fact  a 
question  of  degredation  for  the  disallowance  of  an 
appeal,  but  one  of  new  and  independent  organiza- 
tion. It  was,  ostensible  as  well  as  actually,  of  tran- 
scendental power,  whose  purpose  was  to  treat  the 
ordinance  of  the  preceding  assembly  as  a nullity,  and 
its  moderator  as  a nonentity.  It  had  been  prepared 
for  the  event  avowedly  before  the  meeting.  The 
witnesses  concur  that  it  was  propounded  as  a mea- 
sure of  original  organization,  transcending  the  cus- 
tomary order;  and  not  as  a recourse  to  the  ultima 
ratio  for  a specific  violation  of  it.  The  ground  of 
the  motion,  as  it  was  opened  by  the  mover,  was  not 
the  disallowance  of  an  appeal,  which  alone  could 
afford  the  pretext  of  forfeiture,  but  the  fact  of  ex- 
clusion. To  affect  silent  members  with  an  implica- 
tion of  assent,  however,  the  ground  of  the  motion 
and  nature  of  the  question  must  be  so  explicitly  put 
before  them  as  to  prevent  misconception  or  mistake; 
and  the  remark  that  heralded  the  question  in  this  in- 
stance, pointed  at,  not  a removal  of  the  presiding 
incumbent,  but  a separate  organization  to  be  accom- 
plished with  the  least  practicable  interruption  of  the 
business  in  hand;  and  if  they  indicated  any  thing 
else  they  were  deceptive. 

The  measure  was  proposed  not  as  that  of  the 
body,  but  as  the  measure  of  a party;  and  the  cause 
assigned  for  not  having  proposed  it  elsewhere,  was 
that  individuals  of  the  party  had  been  instructed  by 
cousel  that  the  purpose  of  il  could  not  be  legally  ac- 
complished in  any  other  place.  No  witness  speaks 
of  a motion  to  degrade;  and  the  rapidity  of  the  pro- 
cess by  which  the  choice  of  a substitute,  not  a suc- 
cessor, was  effected,  left  no  space  for  reflection  or 
debate.  Now  before  the  passive  commissioners 
could  be  affected  by  acquiescence  implied  from  their 
silence,  it  ought  to  have  appeared  that  they  were 
apprised  of  what  was  going  on;  but  it  appears  that 
even  an  attentive  ear-witness  was  unable  to  under- 
stand what  was  done.  The  whole  scene  was  one  of 
unprecedented  haste,  insomuch  that  it  is  still  a matter 
of  doubt  how  the  questions  were  put. — Now,  though 
there  facts  were  fairly  put  to  the  jury,  it  is  impossi- 
ble not  to  see  that  the  verdict  is  in  this  respect  mini- 
festly  against  the  current  of  the  evidence. 

Other  corroberative  views  have  been  suggested; 
but  it  is  difficult  to  compress  a decision  of  the  lead- 
ing points  in  this  case  into  the  old  fashioned  limits 
of  a judicial  opinion.  The  preceding  observations, 
however,  are  deemed  enough  to  show  the  grounds  on 
which  we  hold  that  the  assembly  which  met  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  church  was  not  the  legitimatesuc- 
cessorof  the  assembly  of  1837;  and  that  the  defen- 
dants are  not  guilty  of  the  usurpation  with  which 
they  are  charged. 

Rogers,  J. — opinion. 

After  the  patient  and  impartial  investigation,  by 
me,  of  this  cause,  at  nisi  prius,  and  in  bank,  I have 
nothing  at  this  time  to  add,  except  that  my  opinion 
remains  unchanged  on  all  the  points  ruled  at  the 
trial.  This  explanation  is  deemed  requisite,  in  jus- 
tice to  myself,  and  because  it  has  become  necessa- 
ry (in  a case,  in  some  respects,  without  precedents, 
and  presenting  some  extraordinary  features)  to 
prevent  misapprehension,  and  misrepresentation. 


SWARTWOUT  DEFALCATIONS. 
Report  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  chosen 
by  ballot,  by  the  house  of  representatives,  Janu- 
ary 17  and  19,  1839,  on  the  subject  of  the  de- 
falcations of  Samuel  Swartwout  and  others,  and 
the  correctness  of  the  returns  of  collectors  and 
receivers  of  the  public  money;  also,  the  report 
of  the  minority  of  the  committee. 

[continued  from  page  159.] 

Tallahassee,  Jlpril  5,  1838. 
Sir:  I am  informed,  through  the  receiver  of  this 
place,  that  charges  have  been  preferred  by  John 
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G.  Gamble,  esq.  against  his  official  conduct;  also 
implicating  myself  in  the  following  manner:  “It  is 
matter  of  complaint  that  citizens  have  applied  to 
enter  lands;  their  money  was  refused;  and,  after 
having  converted  their  bank  notes  into  land  office 
money,  upon  another  application  for  land  they 
have  found  it  entered  by  the  receiver,  or  by  his 
clerk,  H.  R.  W.  Andrews.”  This  charge  is  in- 
correct; if  such  complaints  have  been  made,  they 
were  without  any  foundation  whatever.  I have 
been  engaged  as  clerk  for  the  register  for  the  last 
two  years,  during  which  time  I have  made  several 
entries  in  my  own  name,  and  in  company  with  M. 
J.  Allen;  butin  no  instance  has  either  of  us  entered 
land  that  had  been  applied  for,  although  applica- 
tions were  made  almost  daily  for  land  without  the 
applicants  completing  their  entries.  The  course 
puj'sued  in  the  register’s  office  in  regard  to  the  is- 
suing of  applications,  is  to  issue  only  one  applica- 
tion for  the  same  piece  of  land  on  the  same  day; 
should  the  applicant  fail  to  complete  the  entry  be- 
fore nine  o’clock  the  next  morning,  then  the  same 
land  is  subject  to  be  entered  by  any  other  person. 
During  the  time  I have  been  in  the  register’s  office, 
no  person  has  been  refused  an  application  for 
land  subject  to  entry  in  proper  time.  I conceive 
Dr.  Allen  or  myself  have  a right  to  enter  the  same 
land.  Although  cases  of  this  kind  occur  almost 
daily,  we,  or  either  of  us,  have,  in  no  instance,  in- 
terfered with  applicants  in  this  manner. 

The  Tallahassee  bank  bills  were  received  in 
payment  for  land,  and  recognised  as  specie,  ac- 
cording to  a distinct  understanding  between  the 
receiver  and  the  officers  of  both  banks,  (as  I was' 
informed  by  the  receiver  prior  and  subsequent  to 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments),  until  about 
the  5th  or  10th  of  May  last,  at  which  time  the 
Union  Bank  of  Florida  suspended  specie  payment; 
and  Mr.  R.  B.  Copeland,  who  was  then  clerk  for 
the  receiver  during  his  absence  to  Mobile  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a deposite,  received  the  Union 
Bank  bills  at  par  for  a few  days  after  its  suspen- 
sion. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Gamble’s  charge  must  apply  subse- 
quent to  the  Union  Bank’s  suspension,  as  the  ex- 
change of  money  was  unnecessary  before.  By  re- 
ference to  the  returns  at  the  general  land  office 
from  this  district,  which  have  been  forwarded  up 
to  the  1st  instant,  you  will  not  find  an  acre  of  land 
entered  by  M.  J.  Allen  and  myself  jointly,  or  by 
me  individually,  or  by  myself  and  any  other  per- 
son. And  I defy  the  world  to  say  with  truth  that 
I have,  in  any  manner,  entered  land  in  my  own 
name,  in  company  with  any  person  or  persons, 
procured  or  permitted  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever to  enter  land  for  me,  or  purchased  land  from 
any  person,  since  the  suspension  by  the  Union 
Bank.  On  examination  of  the  entries,  during  the 
same  period,  I find  M.  J.  Allen  has  entered  only 
one  quarter  section,  which  will  be  found  by  refer- 
ence to  No.  7361.  That  land  has  not  been  appli- 
ed for  by  any  other  person  for  the  last  eighteen 
months,  to  my  knowledge.  Very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  H.  R.  W.  ANDREWS. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

I certify  that  the  statements  herein  made  are 
correct.  R.  J.  HACKLEY,  register. 

Tallahassee,  April  5,  1838. 

I certify  that  I am  engaged  in  the  land  office  at 
this  place,  as  clerk  for  R.  J.  Hackley,  register, 
(the  receiver’s  office  being  kept  in  the  same  room); 
that  Dr.  M.  J.  Allen,  receiver,  commenced  taking 
the  notes  of  the  Tallahassee  banks  during  the  last 
winter,  (since  their  suspension  of  specie  payment), 
at  the  earnest  request  of  persons  wishing  to  secure 
lands;  and  that  he  never  took  said  bills,  or  any 
other  bank  notes,  at  any  other  rate  than  fifteen  per 
cent,  discount,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  I 
further  certify,  that  his  doing  so  was,  in  my  opi- 
nion, an  important  accommodation  to  the  people, 
as  it  not  only  saved  them  the  trouble  of  running 
about  to  obtain  specie,  but  also  reduced  the  pre- 
mium five  per  cent.,  as  twenty  per  cent.,  to  my 
knowledge,  was  the  usual  price  demanded  and 
paid  for  specie  to  enter  land  prior  thereto;  and  that 
since  the  receiver  has  ceased  to  take  any  thing  but 
specie  or  treasury  notes,  twenty  per  cent,  has  been 
given,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  for  the  latter,  in 
the  currency  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
tering land.  H.'  R.  W.  ANDREWS. 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  April  19,  1838. 

I have  between  $18,000  and  $20,000  to  collect 
on  the  government,  for  the  Union  Bank  of  Flori- 


da. When  these  collections  are  made,  I will  take 
in  payment  the  government  draft  on  the  receiver 
of  public  moneys  at  Tallahassee. 

GEORGE  THOMAS,  cashier. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  April  21,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  in- 
stant, with  its  enclosures,  and  will  submit  the  ex- 
planations therein  made  to  the  president,  with  those 
you  may  offer  on  the  other  point,  as  soon  as  they 
are  received.  It  is  hoped  you  will  return  to  the 
land  office  and  attend  to  the  subject  as  early  as 
possible.  I shall  notify  Mr.  Thomas  to-day,  that, 
relying  on  his  note,  the  department  will  suspend 
drawing  for  the  amount  he  is  to  pay  until  the  ap- 
propriation bills  pass,  and  the  payment  can  be 
closed  here.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  LEYI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

M.  J.  Allen, 

Receiver  of  public  money,  note  in  Washington. 

April  25,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  in- 
stant, and  would  ask  to  what  other  point  (requir- 
ing explanation)  you  refer  therein;  as  I am  under 
the  impression  that  I have  answered  to  all  the 
charges  of  Mr.  Gamble,  except  his  statement  con- 
cerning my  subscription  to  the  new  stock  of  the 
Union  Bank,  which,  being  entirely  a private  con- 
cern, I have  not  noticed. 

Our  delegate  from  Florida,  (colonel  Downing), 
after  examining  all  the  papers,  expresses  himself 
dissatisfied  with  my  course  only  on  the  point  of  my 
having  received  the  15  per  cent,  discount,  though 
he  acknowledges  his  belief  that  this  was  done  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people,  and  that  it  was  a saving 
to  them;  and  I now  conscientiously  aver  the  same, 
and  aver  that  it  did  relieve  them  to  the  amount  of 
5 per  cent.,  besides  saving  them  trouble;  which 
facts  you  will  find  proven  by  others,  by  reference 
to  the  papers  enclosed  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
19th  instant;  and  I can  procure  further  testimony 
to  the  same  purpose,  if  deemed  necessary.  As 
evidence  of  gain  not  being  my  object,  I told  our 
delegate  (as  I did  the  peopfe  at  the  time  of  making 
their  entries)  that  I would  return  the  15  per  cent, 
on  their  payment  to  me  of  government  funds  in 
any  reasonable  time;  which,  I repeat  now  to  you, 

I am  perfectly  willing  and  ready  to  do  in  every 
case.  I will  return  to  the  land  office  as  soon  as 
practicable,  which  will  be  at  an  early  date.  In 
your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  (of  which  I have  re- 
ceived a copy),  you  say  it  would  be  desirable  that 
all  my  accounts  should  be  arranged.  By  reference 
to  the  officers  to  whom  I made  my  returns,  you 
will  find  that  my  accounts  and  returns  were  all 
transmitted  up  to  the  1st  instant,  before  I left 
Tallahassee. 

Any  communication  you  may  have  to  make  me 
prior  to  the  10th  of  May,  you  wall  please  direct 
to  me  at  Baltimore.  Very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  M.  J.  ALLEN, 

Receiver  at  Tallahassee,  Florida. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  May  1,  1838. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  is  received; 
in  answer  to  which,  I have  to  inform  you  that  the 
charge  as  to  entering  lands  is  yet  pending  for  fur- 
ther evidence  in  its  support,  and  for  rebutting 
proof.  When  that  is  received  from  Tallahassee, 
I shall  lay  the  whole  subject  before  the  president. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

M.  J.  Allen,  esq.  Baltimore. 

Tallahassee,  May  21,  1838. 

Sir:  I addressed  you  on  the  18th  ultimo;  and  as 
I have  no  acknowledgment  of  its  receipt,  I enclose 
a copy.  I am  yet  without  answers  to  letters  to 
persons  to  whom  I was  referred  for  testimony. 
This  may  be  in  consequence  of  irregular  mails,  or 
of  Indian  disturbances;  or  it  may  be  that  the  par- 
ties had  said  more  on  the  subject,  verbally , than 
they  could  vouch  under  their  hands;  and  I am  in- 
clined to  think  this  latter  is  the  true  cause  of  si- 
lence. 

I need  not  say  that  my  original  letter,  preferring 
charges  against  the  receiver,  was  written  from  a 
sense  of  duty,  and  in  the  firm  belief  of  the  truth  of 
every  charge  stated.  I had  heard  charges  made 
that  lands  were  falsely  marked  on  maps  in  the  re- 
gister’s office  as  having  been  entered,  which  were 
not  in  fact  entered,  but,  after  applications  by  other 


parties  had  shown  their  value,  that  these  lands 
v 'ere  or  would  be  entered  by  Allen,  or  his  partner 
Andrews,  who  is  the  deputy  of  the  register.  But 
I was  not  informed  of  the  parties  who  could  testify 
on  this  point,  and  therefore  said  nothing  about  it. 
You  will  find  evidence  on  this  point  in  the  letters 
of  major  Jesse  Coe  and  general  Searcy,  and  in  the 
letter  of  colonel  Jacob  Robinson  you  will  see  that 
entries  made  by  the  receiver,  under  the  belief  that 
the  lands  were  valuable,  were  cancelled  when 
found  to  be  worthless.  There  are  many  com- 
plaints for  conduct  such  as  that  stated  in  the  letter 
of  Jesse  H.  Willis,  esq. 

I have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  obtain  any 
other  certificates  than  that  of  John  Miller  to  prove 
the  charge  of  extorting  a high  premium  for  entries 
of  land  paid  for  in  the  current  bank  notes  of  the 
country.  I do  not  learn  that  the  charge,  in  nu- 
merous instances,  and  to  a large  amoftnt,  is  denied 
by  Dr.  Allen. 

Before  this  letter  can  reach  your  hands,  business 
will  carry  me  from  the  territory,  on  my  way  to 
Europe.  It  is  my  intention  to  wait  upon  you  as  I 
pass  through  the  city  of  Washington. 

Very  respectfully,  JOHN  G.  GAMBLE. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

I do  hereby  certify,  that  in  the  month  of  Febru- 
ary last  I applied  to  enter  land,  at  the  United  States 
land  office  in  Tallahassee,  and,  not  having  the  spe- 
cie, I paid  the  receiver  a premium  of  14  per  cent, 
above  the  government  price,  for  the  land  applied 
for. 

And  on  same  day  I saw  T.  T.  Clarady  pay  the 
receiver  a premium  of  15  per  cent,  for  land  enter- 
ed by  him.  In  both  cases,  the  payment  was  made 
in  the  notes  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  7th  day  of  May,  1838. 

JOHN  MILLER. 

Rock  Comfort,  April  20,  1838. 

Dear  sir:  At  the  time  yours  of  the  13th  instant, 
reached  me,  I was  just  starting  to  my  plantation 
on  the  river.  Since  my  return  home,  I have  em- 
braced the  first  opportunity  of  giving  you  the  in- 
formation you  asked  for. 

Some  time  in  the  fall  of  1836  I called  at  the 
land  office  in  Tallahassee,  in  company  with  gene- 
ral Searcy,  who  pointed  out,  on  the  map,  a frac- 
tion on  Appalachicola  river  that  seemed  to  be  va- 
cant, and  was  told  that  it  was  applied  for,  and 
would  be  reserved  for  the  applicant  till  the  next 
day.  The  next  day  1 called  again,  with  general 
Searcy,  who  desired  to  know  whether  the  fraction 
had  been  entered,  and  was  told  by  the  receiver  that 
it  was,  and  that  he  was  making  out  the  certificate 
— I think  it  was  for  himself.  I remain  yours, 
with  great  respect,  JESSE  COE. 

Col.  John  G.  Gamble. 

Tallahassee,  May  19,  1838. 

Dear  sir:  In  answer  to  yours  of  the  7th  instant, 
I will  state,  that  about  the  18th  November,  1836, 
major  Coe  and  myself  concluded  to  enter  some 
land  on  the  Apalachicola  river  and  vicinity,  for 
which  we  made  application  at  the  register’s  office, 
and  obtained  it.  We  saw  other  lots  that  we  wish- 
ed to  enter,  marked  thus  (S)  in  pencil,  which  we 
were  informed  had  been  entered.  We  said  no 
more,  but  left  the  office.  Next  morning,  precisely 
at  nine  o’clock,  we  called  at  the  office.  I asked 
Mr.  Andrews  (the  deputy)  to  let  me  see  the  recei- 
ver’s receipts  for  certain  tracts  marked  as  above 
stated:  for  some,  he  exhibited  the  receipts;  for  the 
rest,  he  said  that  he  had  none.  Dr.  Allen  (the 
receiver)  was  sitting  at  a table  writing,  and  ob- 
served that  he  was  then  making  them  out,  as  he 
was  the  enterer,  and  had  omitted  to  do  so.  I ob- 
served that  he  was  too  late,  that  I or  we  were 
applicants  for  the  land.  The  deputy  register  said 
that  he  did  not  know  what  to  do,  but  that  it  had 
best  be  left  to  the  register  when  he  came.  I then 
informed  him  that  I then  applied  for  all  the  vacant 
land  in  the  Territory,  from  day  to  day,  until  it 
suited  my  convenience  to  take  it  out,  and  that  I 
should  contend  for  the  land.  The  register  rode  up 
at  this  time;  the  matter  was  referred  to  him,  and 
he  gave  it  in  our  favor.  This  I believe  to  be  sub- 
stantially the  occurrence  alluded  to  by  you. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  SEARCY. 

Col.  J.  G.  Gamble. 

Marianna,  April  19,  1838. 

Dear  sir:  Your  note  of  the  13th  instant  came 
to  hand,  inquiring  the  conduct  of  the  land  officers 
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towards  me.  When  there  the  time  before  last,  I 
carried  on  specie  for  Dr.  Wilson  to  clear  a piece 
of  land;  was  warned  not  to  designate  the  tract  un- 
til ready  to  clear  it,  if  not  taken.  In  going  to  the 
office,  John  R.  Chapman  walked  with  me  to 
ascertain  two  eights  he  wanted,  but  had  to  ex- 
change Union  money  before  he  could  take  them. 

I advised  him  not  to  designate,  but  merely  to  cast 
his  eye  over  the  map,  and  point  at  different  lands. 
He  did  so.  Finding  what  he  wanted  was  not  ta- 
ken, he  inquired  of  Dr.  Allen  where  he  could  get 
specie  or  treasury  notes;  he  was  answered  they 
could  be  had  of  him  at  15  or  20  per  cent.,  (which 
amount  I do  not  distinctly  recollect);  but  I advised 
him  to  try  elsewhere.  He  inquired  at  the  bank, 
but  none  were  there.  He  was  told  5 per  centum 
was  the  difference  of  exchange;  but  I believe  he 
gave  one  of  the  former  amounts,  to  save  the  land. 
While  in  the  office,  discovering  such  a watchful- 
ness in  certain  persons,  I asked  to  look  at  a map, 
where  I knew  real  estate  lay  that  would  stick  to 
the  owner;  it  was  readily  shown;  near  it,  on  two 
sides  of  it,  lands  had  been  entered — I knew  in  one 
of  the  cases,  by  mistake.  I put  my  pencil  on  ten 
or  a dozen  pieces,  expressing  some  astonishment 
that  such  lands  should  be  so  long  passed  over,  re- 
marking that  I had  not  entered  the  land  for  mar- 
ket, but  for  a settlement;  but  when  my  new  stock 
was  available,  I would  likely  call.  Chapman 
came  up,  remarking,  the  owners  of  the  adjoining 
lands  must  share  in  that.  I bound  him  in  honor 
not  to  interfere  with  what  I had  marked;  he  want- 
ed me  to  specify  a time  he  should  be  bound  to 
wait;  I stated,  when  the  banks  resumed  specie 
payments,  as  I could  not  pay  15  or  20  per  centum. 
We  passed  off;  in  about  an  hour  we  called  to 
clear  his  two  pieces,  and  found,  as  he  stated  to 
me,  three  pieces  of  what  I had  noticed  taken,  scat- 
tered through  my  selection;  in  examining,  I found 
tire  northeast  of  section  28  taken  by  Dr.  Allen,  in 
the  midst  of  my  settlement.  I thought  I had  pur- 
chased the  west  half  of  it  in  the  sales,  but  was 
mistaken.  I explained  the  mistake  to  Dr.  Allen 
in  the  presence  of  major  Hackley.  He  (Allen) 
asked  me  100  per  cent.  I offered  him  §100;  he  at 
first  refused;  but  major  Hackley  came  out  so 
strong  that  he  finally  acceded  to  my  offer.  Ha«k- 
ley  stated  that  he,  as  register,  was  blamed  with 
speculation  in  his  office,  while  he  had  stood  aloof, 
but  that  Allen  and  Andrews  were  speculating  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  old  settlers;  and  that,  al- 
though governor  Call  had  stated  they  had  a right, 
he  thought  it  improper,  having  before  them  the 
maps  and  books:  the  piece  I got  of  him  at  §300; 
the  papers  had  not  been  sent  on.  Chapman  fur- 
ther states  that  the  pieces  marked  “cleared,”  were 
abandoned.  I told  the  joke  to  captain  Mooring, 
and  the  fellow,  no  doubt,  got  wind  of  a trick,  and 
drew  off.  Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JACOB  ROBINSON. 

Col.  J.  G.  Gamble. 

P.  S.  It  is  hoped  the  directory  will  give  to  this 
section  an  independent  sufficient  branch  to  do  the 
business  of  this  country  this  fall;  I am  persuaded 
it  will  be  to  the  interest  of  the  institution. 

Tallahassee , May  15,  1838. 

Dear  sir:  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a transaction  which  occurred  at  the  land 
office  in  this  place,  between  Dr.  Allen,  the  recei- 
ver, and  myself,  about  the  latter  part  of  February 
last,  I will  state,  first,  that  I do  not  desire  to  be  an 
accuser  of  that  gentleman,  yet  I cannot  deny  to 
you  a statement  of  the  facts  you  allude  to.  My 
friend,  general  John  G.  Chapman  of  Maryland, 
had  visited  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a planting  establishment.  He  had  examined  sev- 
eral tracts  of  land,  and  had  reports  of  many  others 
that  were  for  sale;  one  of  which,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Keith,  lying  on  the  Chupoln  river,  we  thought 
from  description  would  suit  him  Fie  had  confi- 
ded very  much  to  my  judgment  and  advice  in  the 
selection  he  contemplated  making,  and,  being  anx- 
ious to  return  home,  he  left  it  to  me  to  examine 
Mr.  Keith’s  land  and  report  on  it,  which,  if  done 
favorably,  it  was  to  be  considered  a purchase  be- 
tween Mr.  Keith  and  himself,  all  other  parts  of 
the  bargain  having  been  fully  concluded  between 
general  Chapman  and  Mr.  Keith.  At  the  time  it 
was  convenient  for  me  to  go  and  look  at  the  land, 
I called  on  Mr.  Keith,  then  in  Tallahassee,  to  ob- 
tain a description  of  the  sections  and  townships. 
From  his  papers  I made  a small  rough  map  with 
my  pencil,  of  the  land  sections  26,  27,  34,  and  35, 
in  all  of  which  Mr.  Keith’s  tract  run;  marking 
upon  the  southwest  quartsr  of  27  that  it  was 


“vacant,”  as  Mr.  Keith  informed  me.  I then 
went  to  the  land  office,  (for  the  receiver’s  and 
register’s  offices  are  kept  in  the  same  room,)  and 
asked  Dr.  Allen  to  get  Mr.  Andrews,  the  clerk  of 
the  register,  to  have  me  a perfect  map  made  out 
of  the  township  in  which  this  land  was  situated, 
(which  service  he  was  in  the  habit  of  rendering  to 
all  who  desired  it,)  denoting  the  entered  and  va- 
cant land,  and  to  have  it  done  by  the  next  day, 
leaving,  at  the  same  time,  the  “rough  map,” 
which  I had  made  from  Mr.  Keith’s  description  of 
the  land,  upon  which  was  written  in  full,  in  lead 
pencil,  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  27,  the 
word  “vacant;”  which  I had  done  because  Mr. 
Keith  informed  me  that  it  was  vacant,  and  was 
highly  essential  to  the  tract,  and  ought  to  be 
entered  by  general  Chapman  if  he  purchased,  and, 
if  not.  he  intended  to  enter  it  himself.  These  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Keith  was  the  reason  why  I so  par- 
ticularly designated  this  piece  by  the  word  “va- 
cant,” in  pencil.  When  I called  at  the  land  of- 
fice next  afternoon  to  get  the  map  ordered  to  be 
made  out,  (L.  A.  Thompson  was  with  me,  by  ac- 
cident, and  witnessed  what  occurred  between  Dr. 
Allen  and  myself),  it  was  handed  to  me  with  the 
“rough  map”  I had  left.  I observed  on  the  one 
made  for  me  that  the  southwest  quarter  of  27  was 
marked  as  entered.  I remarked  to  Dr.  Allen  that 
there  was  an  error;  that  this  piece  was  vacant. 
Fie  replied,  that  he  expected  the  map  was  correct. 

I replied  again  that  it  was  not,  for  I had  examined 
the  land  office  the  day  before,  when  I ordered  the 
map  made  out,  and  it  was  then  vacant,  and, 
unless  since  entered,  there  must  be  a mistake.  He 
hemmed  and  hawed,  and  finally  acknowledged 
that  he  had  entered  it.  My  first  impressions,  you 
may  imagine,  were  not  of  a very  pacific  character. 
I felt  indignant,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  so  express 
myself.  Here  some  altercation  in  words  took 
place,  which  confused  the  doctor  some  litttle.  He, 
however,  made  the  remark,  that  if  general  Chap- 
man wanted  the  land,  he  should  still  have  it. 
Without  reply,  I left  doctor  Allen,  and  with  Mr. 
Thompson,  who  witnessed  all  that  took  place,  I 
consulted  with  regard  to  the  matter.  It  was 
agreed  that,  as  (if  general  Chapman  did  not  take 
Mr.  Keith’s  land)  Mr.  Keith’s  interests  would  be 
prejudiced,  it  would  be  better  to  make  him  ac- 
quainted with  what  had  occurred.  This  I did; 
and  upon  consultation  with  that  gentleman,  deter- 
mined to  wrest  the  land  from  Dr.  Allen  without 
conditions.  I therefore  prepared  myself  with  §200 
in  specie,  and  went  to  him  with  a deed  prepared 
by  Mr.  Thompson,  to  pay  for  and  obtain  a trans- 
fer of  the  land.  He  received  the  money,  but,  in- 
stead of  signing  the  deed,  altered  the  entry  in  his 
book,  and  gave  me  the  usual  land  office  receipts 
in  my  own  name.  In  twenty  minutes  after,  I 
deeded  it  to  Mr.  Keith,  with  the  understanding 
that,  if  general  Chapman  wanted  his  land,  this 
piece  was  to  be  transferred  at  cost.  My  impres- 
sions are,  that  doctor  Allen  took  advantage  of 
my  leaving  the  rough  map  with  him,  having  upon 
it  the  word  “vacant,”  written  in  pencil;  and  I 
came  to  this  conclusion  from  having  had  repeated 
complaints  of  similar  conduct  in  his  office. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t.  servant, 
JESSE  H.  WILLIS. 

Col.  John  G.  Gamble. 

Treasury  Department,  June  23,  1838. 

Sir:  Copies  of  letters  from  John  G.  Gamble  and 
John  C.  AlcGehee  are  herewith  enclosed;  and  I 
have  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  such  expla- 
nations and  further  evidence  as  it  may  be  in  your 
power  to  offer,  as  well  in  relation  to  the  charge  of 
Mr.  McGehee  as  to  the  former  complaints  prefer- 
red by  colonel  Gamble,  at  an  early  day. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t.  servant, 
LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Matthew  J.  Mien,  Esq., 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 

Washington  City,  June  21,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  find  you 
at  home  or  disengaged  when  I called  at  the  de- 
partment, and  I am  obliged  to  proceed  immediately 
to  New  York. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  judge  McGehee,  in  re- 
lation to  the  conduct  of  the  agents  of  the  land 
office,  was  received,  under  cover,  last  evening;  and 
is  handed  over  to  be  placed  with  those  previously 
forwarded. 

My  letter  of  18th  April  advised  that  I had  been 
misinformed  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  one  of  the 
charges  made  against  Mr.  Allen  in  my  letter  of  21st 


February.  All  the  other  charges,  I presume,  are 
admitted  by  Mr.  Allen;  and,  if  denied,  are  proved 
by  the  evidence  forwarded.  I repeat  what  I said 
in  my  letter  of  the  18th  April,  that  I volunteered  in 
this  business  from  a sense  of  public  duty,  which 
must  be  performed  by  some  one.  I had  no  per- 
sonal cause  of  complaint,  and  no  private  grief  to 
urge  me  to  the  course:  nor  did  I anticipate  that  I 
should  have  had  devolved  on  me  the  trouble  of 
hunting  up  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  charges. 

I thought  the  investigation  would  have  been  made 
in  Florida,  where  Mr.  Allen  and  the  witnesses 
would  have  met  face  to  face. 

Andrews  continues  to  be  the  representative  of 
Allen  in  the  office  of  receiver.  He  is  still  clerk  of 
the  register.  The  two  offices  are  kept  is  the  same 
room;  and,  in  practice,  are  no  longer  checks  upon 
each  other.  Respectfully, 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE. 

Flon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Hickstown,  May  11,  1838. 

Dear  sir:  I have  just  received  your  letter  of 
the  8th,  in  relation  to  the  charges  against  the  agents 
of  the  land  office  in  Tallahassee,  and  requesting 
me  to  state  what  I know  in  relation  to  the  entry  of 
Air.  Wallace’s  land.  I will  do  so,  as  nearly  as  I 
can  recollect. 

I think  near  two  years  ago,  Mr.  Wallace,  who 
had  purchased  an  improvement,  placed  money  in 
the  hands  of  a Mr.  Perry  to  enter  an  eighth  of 
land  for  him.  Perry  applied,  with  the  numbers 
and  other  description  of  the  land,  at  the  register’s 
office,  and  (as  Mr.  Wallace  said)  was  told  that 
there  was  not  time  then  to  prepare  the  papers,  but 
that  if  he  would  apply  in  the  morning,  his  business 
should  be  attended  to;  he  accordingly  applied  the 
following  day,  and  was  then  told  by  Mr.  Andrews, 
the  register’s  clerk,  that  he  had  entered  that  laud 
himself. 

Some  short  time  afterwards  Mr.  Wallace  appli- 
ed to  me  to  inquire  into  it  while  at  Tallahassee, 
(for  I was  then  on  my  way).  I called  at  the  regis- 
ter’s office,  and  applied  to  enter  the  same  land, 
and  was  promptly  told  that  the  land  had  been  en- 
tered by  Mr.  Andrews,  the  register’s  clerk.  I then 
asked  him  some  questions  in  relation  to  the  entry, 
when  he  made  it,  and  who  informed  him  of  the 
land,  &c.;  and  became  convinced,  from  his  an- 
swers that  all  was  not  right,  and  gave  him  notice 
that  I would  continue  the  investigation  until  I could 
be  fully  satisfied.  I immediately  informed  Mr. 
Hackley  of  what  had  occurred,  and  my  suspicions 
of  his  clerk.  He  promised  that  it  should  immedi- 
ately be  looked  into.  I set  out  in  a few  minutes 
after  this  for  St.  Marks,  and  returned  the  next  day, 
when  Air.  Hackley  informed  me  that  it  was  a 
mistake  of  Mr.  Andrews;  that  it  was  rectified,  and 
that  Mr.  Wallace  had  the  land.  Here  the  matter 
ended.  I have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Air. 
Hackley  knew  any  thing  of  this  matter  until  I in- 
formed him,  and  believe  he  had  it  corrected. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOPIN  C.  McGEHEE. 

Colonel  John  G.  Gamble. 

Receiver's  Office,  Tallahassee,  July  12,  1838. 

Sm:  In  your  communication  of  the  23d  ultimo, 
enclosing  copies  of  letters  from  John  G.  Gamble 
and  John  C.  AlcGehee,  you  request  me  to  submit 
such  explanations  and  further  evidence  as  I may 
be  able,  with  regard  to  the  charge  of  Mr.  McGe- 
hee, as  also  of  the  former  complaints  of  colonel 
Gamble.  As  regards  the  former,  the  letter  of  Mr. 
AlcGehee  does  not  even  mention  my  name;  and 
the  transactions  spoken  of  by  him  (according  to 
the  dates  given  by  himself)  transpired  before  I 
entered  the  land  office,  viz:  in  May,  1836.  You 
will  find,  by  reference  to  my  returns,  that  I did  not 
commence  the  duties  of  receiver  till  the  12th  of 
August,  1836:  however,  I know  nothing  concern- 
ing it,  except  that  Air.  Andrews  says  the  case  is 
mistaken.  With  regard  to  the  charges  of  colonel 
Gamble,  I believe  I have  answered  them  all  in  my 
former  communications,  (to  which  I refer  you,) 
except  his  statements  concerning  my  subscription 
to  the  Union  Bank,  which, being  entirely  a private 
matter,  I presumed  needed  none.  I will, however 
state  the  circumstances  connected  with  that  trans- 
action. The  Union  Bank,  having  determined  to 
increase  her  capital  §2,000,000,  invited  subscrip- 
tions to  the  new  stock,  to  be  secured  by  mortgage 
on  real  estate  and  negroes.  At  the  time  I sub- 
scribed, the  subscriptions  amounted  to  about 
§9,000,000,  (more  than  four  times  the  amount  to 
be  divided  among  the  subscribers;)  therefore,  to 
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get  what  you  wanted,  you  were  obliged  to  subscribe 
four  times  that  amount.  I desired,  at  that  time, 
to  put  some  lands  which  I had  purchased  (at  go- 
vernment price)  into  the  bank;  the  unimproved 
lands  were  usually  appraised  at  from  five  to  ten 
dollars  per  acre,  and  the  bank  was  to  pay  out  two- 
thirds  of  the  valuation  to  the  subscribers.  I sub- 
scribed, through  mistake,  one  day  after  the  time 
limited,  and  my  subscription  was,  on  that  account, 
thrown  out.  I have  not  a dollar  of  stock  in  the 
bank.  I am  fearful  this  will  be  tedious  to  you; 
but  I could  not  tell  what  further  evidence  you  de- 
sired, except  you  referred  to  this  subject. 

In  conclusion,  I will  notice  an  assertion  of  col. 
Gamble,  in  his  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo,  viz:  “that 
Mr.  H.  R.  W.  Andrews  still  continues  representa- 
tive of  Allen  in  the  office  of  receiver.”  This  is 
proved  wholly  false  by  the  enclosed  statement  of 
Mr.  R.  B.  Copeland,  and  I cannot  conceive  how 
colonel  Gamble  should  be  unacquainted  with  its 
falsehood;  and  I now  assert  (what  I have  before 
stated)  that  Mr.  Andrews  never  has  acted  as  my 
clerk,  but  that,  when  absent  from  the  office,  I have 
uniformly  employed  Mr.  Copeland  as  mjr  clerk 
and  agent.  I am,  respectfully,  your  ob’t.  serv’t., 
M.  J.  ALLEN,  Receiver,  &fc. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Tallahassee,  July  12,  1838. 

I certify  that  I have  been  acting  as  clerk  to  the 
receiver  at  this  place  since  the  6th  of  April  last; 
which  fact  is  well  known  in  Tallahassee,  and 
especially  at  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  of  which 
John  G.  Gamble  is  president,  and  where  I have 
made  special  deposites  of  what  specie  I have  re- 
ceived since  the  date  aforesaid,  to  the  credit  of 
M.  J.  Allen,  receiver.  R.  B.  COPELAND. 

Receiver's  Office,  Tallahassee,  July  23,  1838. 

Sir:  There  remains  of  the  amount  I had  deposit- 
ed (as  receiver)  in  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida  (at 
the  time  of  their  suspension  of  specie  payments), 
t ,e  sum  of  $12,414  63;  which,  relying  on  your 
letter  of  the  21st  of  April,  I beg  leave  to  request 
you  will  draw  for,  through  George  Thomas,  esq., 
cashier  of  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  according  to 
the  purport  of  the  letter  above  alluded  to,  and  the 
note  of  Mr.  Thomas  addressed  to  you  on  the  19th 
of  April  last;  and  I would  be  pleased  that  that 
were  done  immediately,  that  that  matter  might  be 
closed. 

The  treasurer  has  overdrawn  the  specie  on  hand, 
as  shown  by  my  last  weekly  return,  by  upwards  of 
$3,000;  in  consequence,  I presume,  of  not  know- 
ing of  the  arrangement  above  alluded  to,  and  my 
weekly  returns  of  specie  subject  to  draft  includ- 
ing that  sum  in  the  Union  Bank,  viz:  $12,414 
63.  Your  attention  to  this  subject  will  greatly 
oblige  me.  I am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  M.  J.  ALLEN,  Receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury,  Washington  city. 

Treasury  Department,  August  4,  1838. 

Sir:  Your  are  informed,  in  reply  to  your  letter 
of  the  23d  ultimo,  that  all  was  drawn  on  the  bank 
which  Mr.  Thomas  was  disposed  to  pay;  and  that 
no  unsettled  affairs  of  the  bank  exist  here.  The 
bank  at  Tallahassee  knows  and  can  inform  you  of 
the  details.  The  treasurer  has  been  directed  not 
to  overdraw  at  any  time;  and  it  is  hoped  that  his 
drafts  will  be  promptly  met  by  you.  I am,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  Sec.  of  the  treasury. 

M.  J.  Allen,  esq.,  Receiver  of  public  moneys, 
Tallahassee,  Florida. 

Treasury  Department,  February  10,  1794. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  letter  of  the  27th  of  last 
month,  from  the  collector  at  Tappahannock,  re- 
lates to  a subject  equally  delicate  and  disagreeable. 
It  is  my  duty  to  add,  that  bills  have  returned 
protested  to  the  amount  of  3,000  dollars. 

This  conduct,  though  I trust  proceeding  from  no 
ill  motive  in  the  collector,  is  of  a nature  so  fatal 
to  the  punctual  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  at 
the  same  time  so  vitally  injurious  to  the  public 
credit,  that  I cannot  forbear  to  submit  it  as  my 
opinion  that  the  public  good  requires  the  supersed- 
ing of  the  officer.  With  perfect  respect,  &c. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Treasury  Department,  June  16,  1794. 

Sir:  It  is  with  regret  I inform  you  that  another 
collector  has  suffered  treasury  drafts  to  return  un- 


paid, which  were  drawn  upon  moneys  reported  by 
him  to  be  in  his  hands — Abraham  Archer,  esq.  of 
Yorktown.  Enclosed  are  letters  of  apology  on 
the  subject.  All  the  drafts  which  were  at  first  de- 
clined were  afterwards  paid. 

I perceive  nothing  substantially  to  distinguish 
this  case  from  that  of  the  collector  of  Tappahan- 
nock who  was  lately  superseded  on  a similar  ac- 
count. Nor  can  I forbear,  however  painful  the 
task,  to  submit  it  as  my  opinion,  in  this  as  in  that 
case,  that  the  good  of  the  public  service  requires 
a displacement  of  the  officer.  Punctuality  in  this 
respect  is  too  indispensable  not  to  be  made  the  in- 
variable condition  of  continuance  in  office.  With 
perfect  respect,  &c. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Treasury  Department,  February  18,  1795. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  the  honor  re- 
spectfully to  submit  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States  certain  documents,  by  which  it  appears  that 
John  Muir,  collector  for  the  district  of  Vienna,  in 
Maryland,  has  neglected  his  duty  in  failing  to  col- 
lect, or  to  institute  in  season  suits  for  the  recovery 
of,  bonds  for  duties  due  to  the  United  States. 

The  collector  has  moreover  failed  to  pay  certain 
drafts,  drawn  on  him  by  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  for  moneys  appearing,  by  returns  to  the 
treasury,  to  be  on  hand;  and  in  this  respect  he  is 
found  to  be  in  the  same  predicament  as  the  collec- 
tors of  York  and  Tappahannock  who  were  super- 
seded. 

The  secretary  is  firmly  of  opinion  that  the  good 
of  the  public  service  requires  that  this  officer  should 
be  displaced;  and,  from  inquiries  which  he  has 
made  of  Mr.  Murray,  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, he  is  induced  to  believe  that  James  Frazier 
is  a fit  character  to  succeed  to  the  office.  All 
which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

[Mr.  Allen  is  indebted  to  the  government  twen- 
ty-six thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollats 
and  fifty-seven  cents,  ($26,  691  57.)] 

II. — Correspondence  with  John  Spencer,  receiver  at 
Fort  Wayne. 

Treasury  Department,  April  25,  1836. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  inst.,  enclosing  a re- 
turn for  the  month  of  March,  and  a quarterly  ac- 
count for  the  quai  ter  ending  on  the  31st  ult.,  is  re- 
ceived. Gluarterly  returns  or  accounts  are  not  re- 
quired to  be  made  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
but  to  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office, 
as  your  instructions  from  that  officer  will  inform 
you.  The  returns  required  to  be  made  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  as  you  will  perceive  from  the 
enclosed  circular,  are  monthly,  being  duplicates  of 
similar  statements  rendered  to  the  general  land 
office,  and  corresponding,  in  form,  to  that  for 
March,  received  with  your  letter.  As  these  state- 
ments for  January  and  February  last  have  not 
been  received  at  the  department,  I must  claim 
your  attention  to  the  omission,  and  insist  on  their 
transmission,  in  future,  immediately  after  the  close 
of  each  month.  At  the  same  time,  I would  also 
claim  your  strict  attention  to  the  regulations  of  the 
department  in  respect  to  the  periodical  deposites 
of  the  public  money,  and  to  the  duty  transmitting 
the  usual  evidences  of  such  deposites  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  as  the  instructions  require.  I 
am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Col.  John  Spencer,  receiver  of  public  moneys, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Treasury  Department,  May  23,  1836. 

Sir:  Since  the  date  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the 
25th  ult.,  your  returns  for  the  month  of  April  have 
been  received,  from  which  I perceive  that  the  pub- 
lic moneys  in  your  hands  on  the  30th  ult.  amount- 
ed to  the  sum  of  $247,251  64,  which  amount  is  the 
accumulated  receipts  of  your  office  since  the  1st 
of  January  last.  You  cannot  but  be  aware  that 
the  retention  of  the  public  moneys  in  your  hands 
beyond  the  period  of  one  month,  unless  the  receipts 
of  such  month  be  less  than  $10,000,  is  a violation 
of  your  instructions.  The  object  of  this  letter  is, 
first,  to  require  that  the  whole  balance  on  hand  at 
the  time  of  the  receipt  of  this  letter  shall  be  imme- 
diately deposited,  and  a certificate  of  such  deposite 
transmitted  to  the  department  without  delay;  se- 
cond, to  inform  you  that  the  department  cannot 


overlook  the  omission  to  do  so,  or  your  future  ne- 
glect to  deposite  monthly,  and  to  transmit  your 
monthly  returns,  accompanied  by  the  evidence  of 
your  deposite,  in  time  to  be  received  at  this  office 
within  the  month  next  preceding  that  for  which 
the  return  is  rendered;  third,  that  any  neglect  or 
inattention  to  these  requirements,  unless  satisfac- 
torily accounted  for,  will  require  of  me,  from  a 
sense  of  official  duty,  that  you  be  reported  to  the 
president,  with  a recommendation  that  you  be  re- 
moved from  office.  I am,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Col.  John  Spencer,  receiver  of  public  moneys, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Treasury  Department,  July  8,  1836. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  29th  ult.,  di- 
recting an  examination  to  be  made  into  the  state 
of  the  land  office  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  the  re- 
turns of  the  receiver  for  the  month  of  May  have 
been  received,  and  exhibiting  a balance  of  money 
in  his  hands,  at  the  close  of  that  month,  amounting 
to  $601,380  49.  He  has  transmitted,  under  date 
of  the  27th  ultimo,  a certificate  of  deposite  in  the 
“branch  state  bank  of  Indiana,”  made  on  the 
15th  of  the  same  month,  of  $540,433  09,  leaving 
a balance  in  his  hands  of  $60,947  40. 

I have  to  request  that  you  will  instruct  Mr. 
West,  the  examiner  referred  to  in  my  letter  above 
stated,  to  make  special  inquiry  into  this  matter, 
and  report  to  the  department  the  result.  I am, 
very  respectfully,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Ethan  A.  Brown,  esq., 

Commissioner  of  the  general  land  office. 

Treasury  Department,  July  8,  1836. 

Sir:  Your  account  as  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  Fort  Wayne,  for  the  month  of  May  last,  with 
the  enclosed  certificate  of  deposite,  in  the  branch 
state  bank  of  Indiana,  for  $540,433  09,  has  been 
received,  leaving  a balance  in  your  hands  of  $60- 
947  40.  I have  to  request  to  be  informed  why  the 
whole  amount  in  your  hands  was  not  deposited  at 
the  same  time  with  the  first-mentioned  sum.  I am, 
very  respectfully,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

John  Spencer,  receiver,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Receiver's  Office,  Fort  Wayne,  July  29,  1836. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  8th,  urging  an  explanation 

why  the  balance  of  the  money  on  hand  was  not 
deposited  at  the  time  I made  the  last  deposite, 
obliges  me  to  state  to  you,  that,  owing  to  the  great 
amount  of  money  that  I had  with  me  at  that  time, 
(for  1 had  the  whole  amount  due  from  me  to  the 
government  at  the  time  I left  the  office,  except  the 
specie  that  came  in  after  the  wagon  that  hauled 
the  silver  had  left,  which  was  about  one  week  be- 
fore I left  myself),  the  cashier  of  the  bank  declin- 
ed receiving  in  that  deposite  the  eastern  money 
and  drafts,  viz:  on  the  safety-fund  banks  of  New 
York,  and  the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  Bank  of 
Michigan;  which  I received,  supposing  that  they 
were  embraced  in 'his  list  of  funds.  The  eastern 
funds,  I left  in  the  bank  at  Richmond,  with  the 
cashier’s  promise  that  they  should  go  in  the  next 
deposite.  The  Michigan  paper  I sent  to  Michigan 
bank;  which  was  deposited  there,  and  the  certificate 
forwarded  to  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office  in  the  last  quarterly  report. 

The  bank  at  Richmond  received  that  deposite 
with  great  reluctance,  being  fearful  that  the  go- 
vernment might  draw  the  funds  out  before  they 
could  make  their  arrangement.  The  money  is  yet 
in  the  bank,  for  the  government.  I shall  leave 
without  delay,  to  make  deposite,  having  received 
information  that  the  bank  at  Indianapolis  would 
receive  the  deposites,  notwithstanding  the  letter 
from  the  president  of  that  bank,  which  was  the 
cause  of  my  detention  from  making  the  deposite 
immediately  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  direct- 
ing me  to  deposite  in  that  bank,  instead  of  that  at 
Richmond. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  president  of  branch  bank  at 
Indianapolis,  dated  July  14,  1836. 

Sir:  Having  understood  that  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  has  directed  you  to  deposite  moneys  re- 
ceived at  your  office  for  public  lands  at  this  branch, 
1 deem  it  proper  that  I should  apprize  you  that 
the  directory  have  it  in  contemplation  to  decline 
for  the  present  receiving  any  further  deposites,  be- 
lieving that  we  cannot  accede  to  the  terms  em- 
braced in  the  late  act  of  congress  in  relation  to  the 
deposites,  without  too  great  a sacrifice  of  interest 
to  this  institution. 
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I am  authorised  to  say  to  you,  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  this  branch,  unwilling  to  add  to  its  re- 
sponsibility so  heavy  an  amount  as  would  likely 
be  your  next  payment,  have  decided  not  to  receive 
the  deposite  from  that  office.  Respectfully,  yours, 
HENRY  BATES,  president. 
John  Spencer , receiver. 

Hereafter,  I assure  you  that  the  deposites  will 
be  made,  so  far  as  I am  concerned,  in  strict  accor- 
dance with  my  instructions.  Respectfully,  sir,  1 
am  your  humble  servant,  JOHN  SPENCER. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Branch  Bank,  Indianapolis,  August  17,  1836. 
We  have  this  day  received  from  John  Spencer, 
esq.,  receiver  of  public  moneys,  the  amount  below 
named  of  unbankable  money,  at  a discount  as  fol- 
lows: 

Large  notes  on  country 
banks,  N.  York  . . $35,000  00 
1)  per  cent,  off  ...  . 525  00 

$34,475  00 

Michigan,  Ohio,  Illinois, 
and  N.  York,  (small)  . 24,475  00 
2 per  cent,  off  . . . 429  50 

21,045  50 

Drafts  on  Eank  of  Michi- 
gan   13,073  69 

1 per  cent,  off  ....  130  73 

12,942  96 

The  above  amount  is  included  in  the  receipts 
given  Mr.  Spencer  on  this  dav  for  credit  treasurer 
United  States.  THOS.  H.  SHARP,  teller. 

I certify  that  the  above  is  a true  copy:  August 
20,  1836.  JOHN  M.  WILT, 

Clerk  in  receiver’s  office,  Fort  Wayne. 
Note. — Mr.  Spencer  offers  the  above  as  a proof 
that  he  was  obliged  to  make  a discount,  or  sustain 
a loss,  when  depositing  at  Indianapolis. 

I have  not  time  to  send  a duplicate  of  the  above. 

Treasury  Department,  August  1.3,  1836. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  ult.,  enclosing  your 
monthly  return  for  June,  is  received.  Seeing  that 
the  balance  in  your  hands  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
$100,599  32,  I must  require  that  the  same  be 
transmitted  to  the  bank  of  deposite  forthwith,  and 
request  you  to  explain  why  the  amount  has  been 
so  long  retained  in  your  hands. 

No  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  8th  ult.  has  been 
received.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Receiver’s  office,  Fort  Wayne,  August  22,  1836. 
Sir:  I have  just  received  yours  of  the  13th  inst., 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  28th 
ult.,  and  returns  for  that  month.  It  also  presents 
the  inquiry,  why  the  balance  of  $100,599  32  was 
retained  so  long  on  hand,  and  observes  that  no  re- 
ply had  been  received  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  ult. 

In  answer  to  the  above,  I reply,  that  an  answer 
at  some  length  was  written  to  your  letter  of  the  8th, 
dated  July  29th,  which  was  probably  on  the  way 
when  you  wro~te  on  the  13th  inst.,  and  would  no 
doubt  be  received  soon  after.  The  amount  of 
funds  in  the  Richmond  bank,  which  I spoke  of, 
was  $52,831  39,  and  is  included  in  the  enclosed 
certificate  of  deposite. 

My  reasons  why  the  balance  of  $100,599  32  was 
so  long  retained,  are  as  follows:  On  the  20th  of 
June  I returned  from  depositing  at  Richmond. — 
From  this  time  to  the  26th  I was  busied  in  procur- 
ing security  to  my  new  bond,  according  to  the  re- 
quisition contained  in  the  circular  from  the  com- 
missioner of  the  general  land  office  of  25th  May, 
and  which  was  received  on  the  4th  of  June,  while 
I was  absent.  On  the  26th  I started  for  Rockville 
to  have  it  approved,  and  returned  on  the  10th  of 
July,  the  office  was  opened  on  the  11th,  and  the 
extraordinary  press  of  business  rendered  it  advisa- 
ble that  I should  remain  for  a few  days  until  the 
press  would  be  over.  While  preparing  the  funds 
for  deposite  which  had  accumulated  to  a large 
amount,  I received  the  letter  from  the  president 
of  the  branch  at  Indianapolis,  (a  copy  of  which  I 
sent  you  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  ult.),  refusing  the 
deposites  from  me.  Afterwards,  I received  another 
letter  accepting  them;  and,  as  soon  as  I could 
thereafter,  I left  to  make  the  deposite,  the  result  of 
which  is  contained  in  the  enclosed  certificate. 

I beg  leave  to  repeat  the  assurance  that  every 
attention  shall  be  given  to  the  subject  of  deposit- 
ing which  its  importance  and  my  duty  require. 

JOHN  SPENCER,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 


Office  of  the  state  bank  of  Indiana, 

At  Fort  Wayne , Aug.  22,  1836. 

Understanding  that  reports  are  in  circulation  in 
regard  to  the  course  that  has  been  pursued  by  col. 
John  Spencer,  receiver  of  public  moneys  in  this 
place,  in  receiving  at  a discount  uncurrent  paper 
in  payment  for  lands,  which  are  calculated  to  in- 
jure him  in  his  relation  to  the  government,  I take 
this  opportunity  of  stating  such  facts  upon  this 
subject  as  have  come  within  my  knowledge.  The 
situation  which  I have  occupied  for  some  time  in 
this  branch  bank,  the  daily  intercourse  which  I 
have  had  with  the  receiver,  and  the  consequent 
knowledge  which  I have  obtained  of  the  manner 
in  which  he  has  discharged  his  official  duties,  lead 
me  to  the  opinion  that  the  reports  alluded  to  have 
originated  either  in  misunderstanding  or  misrepre- 
sentation. 

That  paper  not  authorised  by  the  cashier  of  the 
deposite  branches  at  Richmond  and  Indianapolis 
to  be  received  by  the  receiver  has  in  some  instan- 
ces been  taken  by  him  at  a small  discount,  is  not 
denied  by  col.  Spencer  himself;  but  I take  plea- 
sure in  saying,  that  in  no  instance  within  my 
knowledge  has  this  been  done  when  the  necessary 
exchanges  could  have  been  effected  at  this  bank 
or  with  individuals.  Owing  to  the  great  amount 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  this  district  for 
some  months  past,  and  the  fact  that  a large  majo- 
rity of  land-buyers  have  come  here  unprovided 
with  the  right  kind  of  funds,  the  demand  upon  us 
for  land-office  money  has  been  greater  than  we 
could  supply.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  ex- 
changes had  not  been  made  by  the  receiver,  many 
individuals  who  had  come  a long  distance  would 
have  been  under  the  necessity  of  departing  with- 
out the  lands  they  had  in  many  instances  selected, 
or  travelling,  at  the  risk  of,  losing  their  selections, 
at  least  one  hundred  miles,  over  roads  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  almost  impassable,  to  obtain  the 
right  kind  of  funds.  It  is  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, when  the  purchaser  could  be  accommodated 
nowhere  else,  that  uncurrent  paper  has  been  taken 
by  the  receiver  at  a discount. 

I feel  very  confident  that  these  exchanges  have 
not  been  made  at  the  desire  of  col.  Spencer.  In 
many  instances,  within  my  own  knowledge,  he  has 
peremptorily  refused  to  make  the  desired  exchan- 
ges; and  in  all  instances  I doubt  not  that  he  has 
been  induced  to  do  it,  rather  on  account  of  the 
pressing  solicitation  of  purchasers,  than  with  a 
view  to  his  own  emolument.  In  some  cases,  when 
we  could  not  afford  the  necessary  accommodation 
in  bank,  I have  suggested  to  col.  Spencer  the  ne- 
cessity of  his  taking,  in  some  instances,  at  such 
rate  of  discount  as  would  satisfy  him  for  the  ex- 
penses of  making  the  re-exchajages,  other  than 
land-office  money. 

I doubt  not  that  the  exchanges  alluded  to  have 
been  made  by  the  receiver  with  leluctance,  and  at 
a small  discount;  and  that  if  he  is  at  fault  in  this 
matter,  he  has  erred  in  liberality  towards  land 
purchasers,  and  a desire  to  accommodate  them, 
and  not  with  the  intention  of  advancing  his  indi- 
vidual interests. 

I give  the  foregoing  to  be  used  by  col.  Spencer 
as  he  may  deem  proper. 

H.  McCULLOCK,  cashier. 

Madison,  August  31,  1836. 

Sir:  I am  informed  that  some  things  are  stated 
recently  to  the  prejudice  of  col.  John  Spencer,  re- 
ceiver at  Fort  Wavne;  and  I am  requested  to  write 
you.  In  doing  so,  I can  only  say  that  I have  been 
gratified  in  learning  that  his  deposites  have  been 
made  to  your  satisfaction;  and,  if  so,  I hope  that 
minor  matters,  if  mere  irregularities,  will  be  over- 
looked. He  is  reputed  to  be  an  honest  and  honor- 
able man,  and  I do  not  believe  that  he  has  inten- 
tionally either  done  wrong  or  violated  his  instruc- 
tions. It  would  to  some  extent  produce  excite- 
ment if  he  were  removed,  for  he  has  many  warm 
and  influential  friends  both  at  Fort  Wayne  and  in 
Dearborn  county,  from  which  he  removed  to  his 
present  residence.  Better  let  it  be.  With  much 
respect,  WILLIAM  HENDRICKS. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  September  2,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  received  the  report  of  Mr.  West 
upon  the  transactions  of  the  land  office  under  your 
charge;  upon  which  I beg  leave  to  remark,  that 
the  department  trusts  your  deposites  will  hereafter 
be  promptly  made,  and  that  no  exchanges  what- 
ever of  money  will  take  place  on  any  terms,  as 


they  open  a door  to  improper  practices  and  un- 
rounded imputations.  I am  happy  to  add,  that 
the  department  can  readily  see  the  difficulties  in 
resisting  importunities  to  exchange  money  and  to 
receive  what  is  not  permitted  by  regulation.  It 
can  also  duly  appreciate  your  excuses  for  not  mak- 
ing more  prompt  returns  and  more  frequent  depo- 
sites; but  it  trusts  that,  hereafter,  a more  rigid  con- 
formity to  your  instructions  will  be  practicable, 
and  will  remove  all  cause  of  apprehension  and 
complaint.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  'LEVI  WOODBURY, 

sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Col.  John  Spencer,  receiver,  Fort  Wayne. 

Treasury  department,  September  7,  1836. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo  is  received, 
and  I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Spencer’s 
explanations  have  been  such  that  he  will,  proba- 
bly, continue  in  office.  I am,  very  respectfully, 
your  ob’nt  serv’t,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Hon.  William  Hendricks,  Madison,  Indiana. 

Receiver’s  office,  Fort  Wayne,  October  27,  1836. 

Sir:  This  is  to  inform  you  that  I have  forward- 
ed to  the  deposite  bank  one  hundred  and  four 
thousand  dollars,  in  silver,  there  to  remain  until  I 
arrive  with  the  gold  and  paper  money. 

My  democratic  friends  think  that  I ought  not  to 
leave  until  after  we  hold  our  election  for  president, 
on  the  7th  November,  which  I have  concluded  to 
await;  and  shall  leave  on  that  evening,  or  the  next 
morning,  to  deposite,  with  all  the  funds  on  hand 
up  to  that  time.  I shall  write  you  again  before  I 
leave.  The  sales  are  rapid,  mostly  paid  in  gold 
and  silver.  My  quarterly  report  will  be  forward- 
ed by  next  mail  for  last  quarter,  which  ought  to 
have  been  done  sooner,  only  for  the  want  of  help 
in  the  office.  Hereafter,  I think  I can  get  my  re- 
ports off,  without  much  delay,  after  the  close  of 
the  month  and  quarter.  I am  yours,  respectfully, 
JOHN  SPENCER,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Receiver's  office,  Fort  Wayne,  November  8,  1836. 

Sir:  To-day  I leave  to  deposite  all  the  funds 
that  I have  on  hand.  I shall  probably  leave  them 
at  Lawrenceburg.  During  my  absence,  the  office 
will  be  in  the  care  of  John  M.  Wilt.  I shall  be 
gone,  probably,  about  two  weeks.  Respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  JOHN  SPENCER. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Cincinnati,  November  28,  1836. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  the  certificates 
of  my  last  deposite.  I have  been  much  longer  on 
the  road  than  I had  expected,  owing  to  the  badness 
of  the  same.  We  have  had  very  wet  weather, 
which  caused  high  waters.  I am  now  on  my  way 
to  the  office,  and  shall  write  you  more  fully  when 
I get  home.  I am  yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  SPENCER, 
Receiver  of  public  moneys,  Fort  Wayne. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

N.  B.  I had  sent,  some  time  since,  $21,000  to 
the  care  of  the  Commercial  Bank,  until  my  arri- 
val; the  cashier  then  informed  me  that  he  had 
placed  the  same  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  which  caused  the  two  receipts 
of  deposite.  The  charges  on  my  books  shall  be 
the  same  as  if  all  had  been  made  together. 

JOHN  SPENCER. 

Receiver's  office,  Fort  Wayne,  January  18,  1837. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I send  my  certificate  of  deposite 
for  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three  dollars  and  eighteen  cents, 
from  branch  bank  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  at  Lawj 
renceburg.  $119,163  18.  Respectfully  yours, 
JOHN  SPENCER. 

Plon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

LIST  OF  FUNDS. 


Scrip,  ------ 

$1,212 

50 

Gold, 

15,698 

31 

Silver,  - - - - - 

Cincinnati,  - - - 

30,559 

67 

4,971 

00 

Pittsburg,  ..... 

Kentucky,  .... 

616 

00 

545 

00 

Indiana,  - 

18,361 

00 

New  York,  .... 

679 

00 

Philadelphia,  .... 

620 

00 

Baltimore,  .... 

50 

00 

$73,312  48 
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The  United  States  in  account  with  John  Spencer,  re- 
ceiver of  public  moneys  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 
Dr. 


1836. 
Dec.  31 


By  cash  paid  into  the  branch 
bank  of  the  state  of  Indi- 
ana, at  Lawrenceburg,  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  $119,163 
Risk  in  depositing  the  above 

am’t — distance  200  miles,  238 

Compensation  for  travelling 
— 400  miles,  at  14  cents,  56 

Military  bounty  land  scrip,  1,212 

Alien  Hamilton,  bill  for  sta- 
tionary, 167 

F.  P.  Tinkham’s  bill  for  ca- 
binet work,  80 

Ames  Compton’s  bill  for 

transporting  specie,  600 

Osborn  Thomas’  do.  55 

Erroneous  entry  by  Joseph 

Lenge,  refunded,  50 

Undercharged  for  depositing 

in  last  month’s  statement,  10 

Register’s  salary  and  com- 
mission, 750 

Receiver’s  do.  do.  750 

Balance  on  hand  carried  to 
the  credit  of  the  United 
States  in  next  monthly  re- 
port, 15,545 


18 

32 

00 

50 

75 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


19 


$138,671  95 
Cr. 

Dec.  1 By  this  amount  remaining 
on  hands,  as  per  last 
monthly  report,  $65,359  47 

31  Amount  received  from  in- 
dividuals in  the  present 
month,  73,312  48 


on  such  further  steps  as  the  public  interest  may  ap- 
pear to  require. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t.  serv’t, 
LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec'y.  of  the  treasury . 
Hon.  J.  McCarty,  house  of  representatives. 

Receiver's  office,  Fort  Wayne,  June  20,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  just  returned  from  making  a depo- 
site.  I was  much  delayed  in  getting  off,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  press  of  business  in  the  office, 
not  being  able  to  procure  the  necessary  assistance. 
During  the  month  of  May  I had  to  stay  in  the  of- 
fice. I had  much  difficulty  in  procuring  a team  to 
transport  the  silver,  which  I at  last  succeeded  in 
getting.  It  had  to  go  round  through  Ohio,  by  the 
way  of  Dayton,  and  was  on  the  road  between  two 
and.  three  weeks.  I do  assure  you  that  it  has  been 
impossible  to  go  through  on  the  route,  as  allowed 
by  the  comptroller,  with  wagons  or  on  horseback, 

1 for  a considerable  part  of  the  time  since  the  office 
opened  on  the  7th  of  March  last.  The  Wabash, 
Mississinewa,  and  Salamonee  rivers,  and  some 
smaller  streams,  have  been  so  high  as  to  swim  my 
horse.  This  I had  to  do  when  I went  on  the  1st  of 
June  inst.  I got  the  paper-money  wet,  but  not 
much  injured.  It  would  be  more  convenient  to 
deposite  in  Dayton,  Cincinnati,  or  Detroit,  than  at 
Richmond  or  Indianapolis.  There  is  no  direct 
road  to  either  of  the  last  named  places. 

I am  now  getting  the  new  bond  made,  and  shall 
leave  in  two  or  three  days  to  see  the  district  judge 
for  its  approval. 

I regret  having  been  so  situated  as  to  get  the 
reprimand  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  that 
he  has  given  me.  I will  in  a few  days  be  able  to 
get  another  clerk,  and  will  in  future  attend  strictly 
to  depositing  as  well  as  other  duties. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 
JOHN  SPENCER,  Receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec'y.  of  the  treasury. 


$138,671  95 

JOHN  SPENCER,  receiver. 

House  of  representatives, 

Washington  city,  January  5,  1837. 

Sir:  I desire  to  see  the  report  of  the  examiner  of 
the  land  office  at  Fort  Wayne,  la.,  made  by  Mr. 
West  last  fall,  and  all  the  papers  connected  with 
and  relating  to  that  report  and  examination,  in- 
cluding the  letters  and  correspondence  of  such 
officers  of  the  government,  and  members  of  con- 
gress of  either  house,  as  may  be  on  file  in  the 
treasury  department  upon  that  subject,  or  in  refer- 
ence to  the  alleged  delinquency  of  the  receiver  of 
public  moneys  at  that  place;  and  as  these  papers 
are  voluminous,  and  I could  not  well  examine 
them  satisfactorily  in  your  office,  I desire  copies  of 
the  whole,  as  above  referred  to.  As  the  letters  and 
correspondence  of  gentlemen,  the  copies  of  which 
I seek,  are  upon  a subject  of  a public  nature  in 
reference  to  a public  officer,  I have  supposed 
they  might  be  seen,  and  that  it  is  not  improper  to 
ask  copies.  I would  be  glad  to  gel  those  copies  as 
early  as  may  suit  your  convenience. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  McCARTY. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 

Treasury  Department,  January  6,  1837. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  yesterday  has  been  received; 
and  I have  since  looked  more  fully  into  the  papers 
and  correspondence  referred  to,  and  regret  to  find 
them  so  voluminous,  and  some  of  them  of  such  a 
personal  character,  that  it  would  not  comport 
with  the  general  rules  of  the  department  to  furnish 
copies  of  them,  unless  to  individuals  interested  or 
assailed  in  them,  or  on  a proper  call  by  congress. 
I will,  however,  be  happy  to  state  to  you  their 
substance,  or  furnish  copies  of  any  particular  pa- 
pers you  may  designate,  as  in  your  own  opinion 
affecting  your  private  interests  or  character,  if,  on 
examination,  it  be  found  that  they  do.  But  if 
none  are  of  that  description,  (and  I believe  none 
are),  it  appears  to  me,  on  mature  reflection  and 
examination  of  the  precedents  here  in  similar  ca- 
ses, that  if  any  public  purpose  is  contemplated  by 
the  use  of  the  papers,  it  is  better  that  the  copies 
should  be  furnished  only  upon  a public  requisition. 
Allow  me  to  add,  sir,  that  if  you  or  any  other  gen- 
tleman wish  to  prefer  any  new  charges  whatever 
against  the  receiver  at  Fort  Wayne,  or  to  have  any 
further  examination  made  into  those  heretofore 
explained  by  him,  both  the  president  and  this  de- 
partment are  ready  at  any  moment,  to  cause  a 
full  inquiry  to  be  made  into  them,  and  take  there- 


12.— Correspondence  toith  J.  H.  Owen,  receiver  at 
St.  Stephen's,  Jllabitma. 

CIRCULAR. 

Treasury  Department,  February  28,  1835. 
Sir:  It  has  been  intimated  to  the  Department 
that  a practice  prevails  at  some  of  the  land  offices 
of  permitting  entries  and  issuing  certificates  of 
purchase,  without  the  payment  of  the  purchase- 
money  at  the  time  of  the  entry.  Such  a practice 
being  unauthorised  and  highly  reprehensible,  I 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  make  known  to  you  that 
if  it  has  been  tolerated  by  you,  it  must  immediate- 
ly cease;  and  any  repetition  of  it  hereafter,  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  department,  will  receive 
prompt  and  exemplary  notice. 

I cannot  omit  the  occasion  to  impress  upon  you 
the  necessity  of  a strict  attention  to,  and  punctual 
compliance  with,  the  duties  required  of  you  in  re- 
gard to  the  prompt  deposite  of  the  public  moneys, 
and  transmission  of  your  accounts  and  returns;  and 
to  say  to  you  that  the  performance  of  those  duties 
must  be  regarded  as  paramount  to  all  other  in  your 
official  station.  I am,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec'y  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  of  public  money  at  Cahaba,  Huntsville, 
Montgomery,  St.  Stephen's,  Augusta,  Chocchuma, 
New  Orleans,  Ouachita,  Demopolis,  Mardisville, 
Sparta,  Tuscaloosa,  Columbus,  Washington,  Ope- 
lousas, and  St.  Helena. 

Treasury  Department,  April  12,  1836. 
Sir:  Finding  that  no  attention  had  been  paid  to 
my  letter  of  the  4th  February  last,  reminding  you 
that  your  returns  for  the  months  of  November  and 
December  had  not  been  received,  and  apprising 
you  of  the  course  which  your  continued  neglect  of 
this  duty  would  compel  me  to  adopt,  it  only  re-' 
mains  to  inform  you  that  if  jmur  returns  for  No- 
vember, December,  January, February  and  March, 
are  not  received  by  return  of  mail,  I shall  report 
your  neglect  to  the  executive  for  his  immediate 
action.  I am,  &c., 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

J.  II.  Owen,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  St.  Stephen's,  Ala. 

Land  office,  St.  Stephen's,  Ala.,  May  29,  1836. 
Sir:  I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  which  did  not  come  into 
my  hands  as  early  as  due.  I am  surprised  that 
you  have  not  received  my  answer  to  your  commu- 
nication of  February,  in  which  I stated  the  reasons 
why  my  returns  were  delayed,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  register.  All  my  accounts  were  made  out  at 
that  period,  but  I suspended  their  transmission  at 


the  request  of  the  register,  on  his  discovery  that, 
from  the  maps  having  been  neglected,  in  many  in- 
stances, to  be  properly  marked  by  his  predecessors, 
he  had  permitted  numerous  entries  of  lands  which 
had  been  previously  sold. 

As  the  individuals  were  known  to  us,  we  thought 
it  better  to  correct  such  erroneous  entries  at  once, 
than  to  make  returns  of  the  lands  so  sold,  and 
thereby  subject  such  purchasers  to  delay  in  the 
receipt  of  their  money,  and  the  department  to  un- 
necessary labor.  It  required  longer  time  than  we 
had  any  reason  to  suppose  to  gain  the  attention  of 
these  individuals.  And  apart  from  this  fact,  inde- 
pendent of  the  ordinary  business  of  a land  of- 
fice, in  consequence  of  the  appreciated  value  of 
the  lands  granted  by  the  Spanish  and  other  foreign 
governments,  and  of  which  the  records  are  kept 
here,  we  are  daily  subjected  to  great  labor,  for 
which  no  note  is  taken,  and  for  which  the  law  al- 
lows no  perquisite.  Preparatory  for  the  courts, 
the  attention  of  the  officers  of  this  office  is  con- 
stantly called  for  by  litigants  in  the  investigation  of 
these  old  claims,  in  granting  orders  of  survey,  in 
issuing  patent  certificates,  and  in  the  various  inci- 
dents of  this  department  of  our  duty,  which  neces- 
sarily demands  time  for  patient  and  deliberate  in- 
vestigation. Having  been  honored,  too,  sir,  with 
the  command  of  a regiment  of  the  military  force  ol 
this  state,  I have  been  twice  called  on  during  this 
season  for  active  and  arduous  exertion  in  organi- 
zing and  furnishing  a portion  of  the  men  required 
to  march  against  the  savage  foe  on  our  border. 
Having  accepted  of  this  command  when  no  require- 
ment was  made  on  me  for  exertion,  I did  not  deem 
myself  at  liberty  to  withdraw  from  it  when  its  du- 
ties suddenly  became  of  an  important  and  respon- 
sible character. 

I have  received  your  letter  and  prepared  my  ac- 
counts, such  as  you  see  them,  in  the  interval  of  a 
day  from  the  imbodying  and  marching  of  a detach- 
ment from  this  regiment  to  their  rendezvous  in  the 
Creek  nation.  Nor  did  I believe  that  a little  de- 
lay would  be  of  serious  import,  as  a reference  to 
the  bank  returns  (which  I am  assured  are  trans- 
mitted to  your  department),  would  show  the 
amounts  and  periods  of  my  deposites.  Whatever 
my  own  losses  or  privations  may  be  in  the  service 
of  the  Government,  I am  fortunate  in  having  the 
disposition  to  pay  up,  without  any  other  thought 
than  that  of  the  propriety  of  such  a course  of  con- 
duct, all  that  may  be  justly  due  from  me.  The 
causes  of  these  delays,  however,  having  been  ap- 
parently removed,  I beg  to  assure  you  that  every 
endeavor  will  be  used  by  both  officers  to  obviate 
every  complaint  for  the  future.  I transmit  here- 
with two  certificates  of  deposite,  the  originals  of 
which  I transmitted  to  you  early  in  April.  If  at 
hand  on  the  receipt  of  this,  be  pleased  to  forward 
the  present  enclosure  to  the  commissioner  of  the 
general  land  office.  I transmit  herewith,  also,  a 
certificate  of  deposite  of  $30,000,  dated  2d  May, 
1836.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

J.  H.  OWEN. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  September  7,  1836. 

Sir:  Again  it  becomes  necessary  to  notice  your 
neglect  to  make  your  monthly  returns  for  April, 
May,  and  July  last,  and  to  request  your  immediate 
attention  to  the  subject.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money,  St.  Stephen's,  Alabama. 

Treasury  department,  December  19,  1836. 

Sir:  Again  it  becomes  my  unpleasant  duty  to 
complain  of  the  neglect  to  forward  your  monthly 
returns  to  this  office,  and  your  quarterly  accounts 
to  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  up 
to  the  period  of  your  resignation;  and  to  inform 
you  that,  if  the  same  are  not  forthwith  transmit- 
ted, it  will  become  my  unpleasant  duty  to  cause 
the  accounts  to  he  stated,  and  to  direct  suits  to  be 
instituted  on  your  official  bonds  for  the  amount 
which  appears  to  be  due.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

J.  II.  Owens,  esq.,  late  receiver  of  public  money, 

St.  Stephen's,  Alabama. 

[Balance  due  from  Mr.  Owens,  as  late  receiver, 
thirty  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven  dollars 
and  ninety-seven  cents,  ($30,611  97.) 

13. — Correspondence  with  J.  W.  Stephenson,  receiver 
at  Galena. 

Treasury  department,  November  30,  1835. 

Sir:  Your  monthly  duplicate  returns  for  the 
months  of  August,  September,  and  October,  have 
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not  been  received.  The  frequent  occasions  on 
which  it  becomes  necessary  to  notice  the  neglect 
of  receivers  in  this  respect,  suggests  a resort  to 
some  more  effectual  remedy  than  mere  complaint. 
Hence,  as  a means  of  enforcing  a strict  attention 
to  this  duty,  I shall  report  any  future  omission  in 
this  respect  for  the  action  of  the  executive,  unless 
satisfactory  reasons  are  assigned  for  the  neglect. 
The  returns  in  arrear  are  expected  to  be  transmit- 
ted forthwith.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Receivers  of  public  money, 

at  Galena,  Illinois,  and  Tallahassee,  Florida. 

Treasury  department,  February  4,  1836. 

Sir:  Your  returns  for  the  month  of  December 
have  not  been  received.  I regret  that  there  should 
be  any  occasion  to  notice  the  neglect  or  accident, 
(as  the  case  may  be),  in  this  important  duty;  and 
avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  inform  you  that, 
unless  your  future  returns  are  received  at  the  de- 
partment within  the  month  next  succeeding  that 
for  which  the  return  is  rendered,  it  will  place  me 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  reporting  the 
fact  to  the  executive,  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
general  rule  in  this  class  of  cases.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Jas.  W.  Stephenson,  esq., 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Galena. 

Land  office,  Galena,  February  27,  1836. 

Sir:  I am  reminded  by  yours  of  .the ultimo, 

which  I had  the  honor  to  receive  by  the  last  mail, 
of  the  necessity  of  punctuality  in  the  transmission 
of  my  monthly  returns. 

Such  (since  the  commencement  of  cold  whether) 
has  been  my  own  indisposition,  such  the  amount 
of  sales,  and  such  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  com- 
petent assistance,  that  delinquency  in  this  branch 
of  my  duties  has  been  rendered  unavoidable.  Re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  STEPHENSON. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  December  5,  1836. 

Sir:  It  has  been  my  unpleasant  duty  to  com- 
plain of  your  neglect  to  transmit  your  monthly  re- 
turns with  promptness  on  several  occasions;  and 
I regret  that  it  again  becomes  necessary  to  notice 
your  neglect  in  this  respect,  as  also  of  your  omis- 
sion to  deposite  the  public  moneys  at  the  intervals 
prescribed  in  the  instructions  of  the  department. — 
I have  therefore  to  require  that  your  returns  for 
September,  October,  and  November  last,  be  imme- 
diately forwarded  to  this  office;  and  that  the  public 
moneys  in  your  hands  be  forthwith  transmitted  to 
the  designated  bank  of  deposite,  and  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Galena,  Illinois. 

Land  office,  Galena,  January  5,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  just  returned  from  St.  Louis,  via 
Vandalia;  at  which  latter  point  I was  some  time  de- 
tained in  attention  to  private  business.  Your  let- 
ter of  the  5th  ultimo  is  now  before  me,  and  I can 
only  regret  that  my  delinquency  in  forwarding  re- 
turns should  have  been  so  frequently  the  subject 
of  merited  reproof.  The  only  apology  I can  offer 
is,  that  the  returns  were  not  in  a situation  for  ex- 
amination, comparison,  &c.,  at  the  date  of  my  de- 
parture; and  further  that  my  trip  was  unexpected- 
ly prolonged.  In  future,  I shall  hope  to  be  more 
punctual.  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  W.  STEPHENSON. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Land  office,  Galena,  April  23,  1837. 

Sir:  On  the  29th  ult.  I left  this  place  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  “board  of  public  works”  at  Van- 
dalia. Previous  to  my  departure  an  understand- 
ing was  had  between  the  officers  of  the  Galena 
branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  and  myself, 
by  which  it  was  stipulated  on  their  part,  should 
my  deposite  be  made  with  them,  and  the  act  meet 
the  displeasure  of  the  secretary,  they  would  imme- 
diately place  the  identical  funds  to  the  credit  of 
the  United  States  in  the  agency  of  the  Commercial 
Bank  of  Cincinnati  at  St.  Louis.  With  guaranty, 
and  the  knowledge  that  the  state  had  recently  be- 
come a stockholder  in  the  bank,  I advised  the  gen- 
tlemen in  my  office  to  make  the  deposite,  and  for- 
ward the  certificate  immediately.  By  misunder- 
standing, however,  the  certificate  was  not  applied 


for  (although  the  funds  were  deposited)  before  my 
return.  The  board  of  directors  of  this  branch  con- 
fidently anticipate  the  deposites;  hence  their  anxie- 
ty to  preserve  the  fund  in  the  country  until  your 
department  shall  have  expressed  its  views  on  this 
subject.  As,  in  my  conception,  the  only  objection 
to  this  course  proceeded  from  the  delay  consequent 
on  awaiting  the  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of 
the  certificate  herewith  enclosed,  I must  presume 
to  ask  your  indulgence  should  my  compliance 
with  their  request  not  receive  your  sanction.  Very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  STEPHENSON. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  department,  May  11,  1837. 

Sir:  I return  the  certificate  of  deposite  trans- 
mitted with  your  letter  of  the  23d  ult.  This  de- 
posite being  authorised,  it  becomes  necessary  that 
you  will  promptly  deposite  all  the  public  moneys 
with  which  you  are  chargeable  in  the  agency  of 
the  Commercial  Bank  of  St.  Louis;  and  that  you 
will  continue  to  do  so  until  otherwise  directed. 

No  return  having  been  received  from  you  since 
that  for  the  month  of  February,  1 have  not  the 
means  of  knowing  the  amount  of  public  moneys 
in  your  hands  at  the  time  of  the  deposite  in  ques- 
tion; but,  by  your  return  dated  the  28th  February, 
I perceive  the  balance  then  on  hand  was  $.60,284 
46,  no  part  of  which  appears  to  have  been  since 
deposited.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  becomes 
the  more  imperative  that  there  should  be  no  delay 
in  the  transmission  of  all  the  moneys  in  your  hands 
to  the  designated  deposite  bank.  The  selection 
of  the  Illinois  Bank  as  a depository  of  the  public 
moneys  is  a subject  of  correspondence,  but  is 
not  yet  complete.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

J.  W.  Stephenson,  esq., 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Galena,  Illinois. 

Land  Office,  Galena,  May  31,  1837. 

Sir:  I last  evening  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  circular  of  the  12th  and  letter  of  the  11th 
instant,  returning  my  certificate  of  deposite  in  the 
Galena  branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois.  The 
deposite  bank  at  St.  Louis  having  stopped  specie 
payment,  as  we  are  advised  by  the  latest  intelli- 
gence, it  becomes  necessary,  in  compliance  with 
your  circular  of  the  12th,  that  the  public  moneys 
on  hand  be  withheld  until  your  department  is 
again  heard  from  on  the  subject  of  their  disposi- 
tion. Mine  are  on  special  doposite  in  this  bank; 
and  I have  now  to  request  that  I may  be  instruct- 
ed to  pay  over  the  amount  to  my  successor  in  of- 
fice, who  will  be  advised  to  receipt  for  the  same. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  STEPHENSON. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury,  Washington  city. 

Treasury  department,  June  20,  1837. 

Sir:  The  request  made  in  your  letter  of  the  31st 
ult.,  to  be  permitted  to  pay  over  to  your  successor 
in  office  the  public  moneys  in  your  hands,  is  inad- 
missible. It  is  desired,  however,  that  the  same 
should  be  specially  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  the  agency  of 
the  Commercial  Bank  at  St.  Louis,  in  case  that 
agency  is  still  in  existence,  or,  in  the  event  that  is 
not,  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  as  soon  as  possible; 
and  that  you  transmit  a certificate  of  the  funds  of 
which  such  deposite  consists  to  this  office. — 
I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

J.  W.  Stephenson,  esq., 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Galena,  Illinois. 

Treasury  department,  November  11,  1837. 

Sir:  Your  monthly  return  for  the  month  of  Au- 
gust last  has  not  been  received;  and  you  are  re- 
quested to  transmit  a duplicate  thereof  without 
delay.  I am,  &e. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

[The  above  circular  was  addressed  to  the  re- 
ceivers at  Guincy,  Illinois;  Fayette,  Jackson,  and 
Lexington,  Mississippi;  Green  Bay  and  Monroe, 
Michigan,  July  and  August; Mineral  Point,  Michi- 
gan; Crawfordsville  Indiana,  September;  Galena, 
Illinois,  September;  Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  Sep- 
teinber;  Tallahassee,  Florida,  September.] 

[James  W.  Stephenson  stands  indebted,  as  late 
receiver,  the  sum  of  forty-three  thousand  two  hun- 


dred and  ninety-four  dollars  and  four  cents,  (443,- 
294  04.)] 

14. — Correspondence  with  S.  W.  Dickson,  receiver  at 
Mount  Salus. 

Treasury  department,  February  7,  1834. 

Sir:  It  has  been  represented  to  this  department 
that  some  of  the  receivers  of  public  money  in  Mis- 
sissippi have  been  engaged  in  trading  on  the  bank 
notes  they  receive  in  payment  of  public  lands,  by 
exchanging  them  for  bank  notes  of  inferior  value. 
I hope  that  there  may  be  some  mistake  in  this  busi- 
ness, as  it  is  my  duty  to  state  to  you  that  such 
conduct  would  be  regarded  by  this  department  as 
a gross  violation  of  official  duty,  and  be  treated 
accordingly.  But,  as  such  a statement  has  been 
made  from  the  most  respectable  authority,  I must 
ask  whether  you  have  engaged  in  any  such  use  of 
the  public  money  received  by  you,  and  request  a 
prompt  answer  to  this  inquiry.  I am,  &c. 

R.  B.  TANEY,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
To  the  receivers  of  public  money  at  Augusta,  Mount 

Salus,  Washington,  Chocchuma,  and  Columbus. 

Land  office,  Mount  Salus,  March  7.  1834. 

Sir:  I hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  7th  ult.,  the  contents  of 
which,  I must  confess,  have  astonished  me.  Should 
the  representation  made  you,  of  trading  in  bank 
bills,  or  any  speculation  in  money  whatever,  be 
charged  against  me,  I unhesitatingly  pronounce  the 
same  a gross  perversion  of  truth,  and  stand  pre- 
pared to  disprove  the  charge  as  far  as  any  ne- 
gative is  susceptible  of  proof;  and  take  this  oppor- 
tunity, if  such  a charge  rests  against  me,  from  any 
source  whatever,  of  suggesting  my  right  to  the 
name  of  its  author,  that  I may  have  it  in  my  pow- 
er as  well  to  expose  the  caluminator  as  the  ca- 
lumy.  If  I know  myself,  I entered  on  the  duties 
of  my  office  with  the  expectation  of  the  lawful 
profits  alone  of  the  office,  and  not  of  turning  the 
office  into  a shaving  shop.  I have,  in  many  in- 
stances, exchanged  money  for  accommodation 
sake  alone,  but  never  for  money  in  anywise  under 
par,  which  never  could  affect  the  interest  of  the 
government;  and  having  no  reward  for  the  same, 
you  may  be  well  assured  I could  have  no  induce- 
ment to  disparage  the  value  on  interest  of  the  go- 
vernment in  such  exchange;  and  have  often  ex- 
changed Tennessee  and  Alabama  money  for  our 
own  bank  bills,  where  persons  were  wishing  to 
travel  in  the  direction  of  those  states,  and  the 
aforementioned  bills  would  answer  their  purposes 
better  there,  though  not  so  current  here:  all  of  which 
exchanges  (some  of  them  in  United  States  paper, 
and  some  in  state  bank-paper)  have  been  done  by 
me  without  one  cent  profit,  and,  as  I before  said, 
without  one  cent  loss  to  the  government,  and  every 
individual  who  has  been  accommodated,  or  who 
has  been  acquainted  with  any  such  exchanges, 
will  corroborate  the  above  statement.  If  such  ex- 
change is  a fault,  I have  erred  unintentionally, 
and  without  the  least  benefit  to  myself:  if  it  is  not 
a fault,  (and  I cannot  conceive  it  one),  then  I am 
wholly  blameless.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  S.  W.  DICKSON,  receiver. 

Hon.  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Land  office,  Mount  Salus,  (Miss.)  March  7,  1834. 

I hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  of  S. 
W . Dickson  is  true,  so  far  as  the  facts  have  come  to 
my  knowledge;  and  I further  certify  that  I have 
known  him,  several  times,  to  refuse  to  take  a re- 
ward for  the  exchange  of  money. 

T.  DUMRALL,  register. 

Treasury  department,  March  25,  1834. 

Sir:  The  department  having  received  no  month- 
ly returns  exhibiting  the  transactions  of  the  land 
office  of  which  you  are  receiver,  since  your  ap- 
pointment, I have  thought  it  proper  to  call  your 
immediate  attention  to  this  duty,  and  to  say  to  you 
that,  as  a means  of  enforcing  a strict  compliance 
with  the  regulations  of  the  department  in  this  re- 
spect, I shall  not  hesitate  to  report  the  case  for  the 
action  of  the  executive,  should  the  omission  be 
continued.  I am,  &c. 

R.  B.  TANEY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

S.  W.  Dickson,  esq., 

receiver  of  public  money,  Mount  Salus,  Miss. 

Land  office,  Mount  Salus,  April  28,  1834. 

Sir:  I hasten  to  answer  your  polite  communi- 
cation of  25th  ultimo;  and  to  express  my  great 
surprise  at  the  circumstance  of  your  not  having 
reedve'd  crur  last  November  return,  forwarded  (o 
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the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  31st 
January  last,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  prepared;  and 
on  5th  April,  the  December  return  was  sent  off; 
and  immediately  thereafter,  1 forwarded  the  Jan- 
uary returns;  and  on  the  31st  January,  I sent  a 
certificate  of  deposite  to  the  treasurer,  to  the  amount 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight  dollars  and  five  cents,  of  which  I 
informed  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  of- 
fice. I sent  those  certificates  in  advance  of  my 
accounts,  to  show  the  immense  press  of  business 
here,  and  that  they  might  form  an  apology  for  the 
protracted  delay  of  my  accounts;  and  I would  now 
further  remark,  that,  for  several  of  the  first  weeks, 
we  had  such  a concourse  attendant  on  the  office, 
we  could  not  more  than  attend  to  the  immediate 
sales  of  land,  with  several  clerks  to  assist;  and 
we  had  to  wait  until  January  before  we  could 
write  up  the  books,  and  make  out  the  returns  in 
the  office,  even  of  the  first  month.  We  forwarded 
©ur  returns  in  tin  cases,  on  account  of  the  bad 
roads  and  weather;  and  I am  unable  to  account 
for  the  delay  of  them  on  the  road.  You  will  please 
find  enclosed  copies  of  the  letters  I sent,  accom- 
panying the  returns  and  certificates  before  referred 
to;  which  I hope  will  satisfy  you  of  my  due  atten- 
tion to  the  business  of  which  you  complain.  The 
extreme  ill  health  of  my  family  for  the  last  month, 
and  even  now  but  little  abated,  has  prevented  me 
from  forwarding  my  quarterly  returns  earlier;  but, 

I assure  you,  the  current  business  of  the  office  is 
well  attended  to,  and  the  remaining  returns  are 
now  maturing  for  transmission.  Respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  DICKSON,  receiver. 

Hon.  R.  B.  Taney , secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Land  office,  Mount  Sahis,  (Miss.)  May  20,  1834. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  I have 
completed  and  forwarded  you  my  monthly  returns 
for  the  quarter  ending  the  last  year,  as  well  as  an 
account  current  for  the  same  quarter;  and  that  I 
also  forward  to  the  commissioner  of  general  land 
office  my  quarterly  return.  I herewith  also  enclose 
to  you  two  certificates  of  deposite  to  the  credit  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States:  the  first,  bear- 
ing date  27th  February,  1834,  for  ninety-four 
thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  dollars  and 
eighty-three  cents;  the  second,  dated  9th  May, 
1834,  for  thirty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  and  forty-one  cents;  amount- 
ing, in  all,  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and  twen- 
ty-four cents;  which  sum,  added  to  the  certificate 
which  I heretofore  forwarded  the  treasurer,  (say 
three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight  dollars  and  five  cents),  amount  in  all, 
to  four  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents, 
posited  by  me  since  in  office.  I beg  leave  to  sug- 
gest to  your  consideration,  as  an  apology  for  my 
seeming  delinquency  in  the  delay  of  my  returns, 
that  innumerable  mistake  arose  in  the  land  entries 
of  the  first  quarter,  which  were  brought  to  my  of- 
fice daily  for  correction.  In  attempting  to  rectify 
such  errors,  I have  produced  a discrepancy  in  my 
return  of  sales  and  my  quarterly  and  monthly  re- 
turns. In  many  instances,  those  land  purchasers 
would  apply  for,  and  obtain,  a return  of  their  mo- 
ney for  lands  previously  sold  and  not  marked  on 
the  maps,  after  my  abstract  for  those  sales  would 
be  written  up;  in  some  such  cases  the  correction 
was  made  on  the  register,  and  in  the  bustle  of 
business,  neglected  on  the  abstracts;  which,  I think, 
must  have  produced  the  errors.  These  errors  re- 
quired a search  into  each  individual  entry,  over  the 
immense  sales  of  the  two  first  months,  in  every 
book  in  the  office,  making  a tenfold  labor  to  the 
ordinary  examinations  and  preparations.  I now 
make  m'y  quarterly  returns  agree  with  my  register, 
which  induces  the  belief  that  the  mistake  has  arisen 
as  before  mentioned.  I would  now  suggest,  that  all 
the  improper  entries,  producing  such  endless  trou- 
ble, were  not  under  my  control,  and  could  not  ori- 
ginate with  me,  and  many  of  them  not  in  the  re- 
gister’s power  to  avoid,  the  maps  being,  in  many 
instances,  improperly  marked.  And  another  cir- 
cumstance well  calculated  to  produce  embarrass- 
ment, the  office  was,  in  all  the  last  quarter  of  the 
last  year,  not  only  full,  but  more  than  full,  with 
eager  purchasers.  The  spirit  of  speculation  pro- 
duced great  fears  with  all  the  settlers,  lest  specula- 
tors would  purchase  around  them,  and  crowd  their 
settlements;  and  such  was  the  mania,  that  many 
applied  for,  and  some  actually  purchased,  lands 
they  had  long  since  paid  for;  and  such  uneasiness 


prevailed  that  the  register  informed  me,  and  I be- 
lieve the  fact  to  be,  that  many  made  two,  and 
some  three,  applications  for  the  same  land.  Hun- 
dreds waited  for  weeks  at  the  office,  which  pro- 
duced a confusion  unavoidable  by  the  officers.  I 
am  thus  particular  to  show  the  endless  trouble  I 
have  had  to  encounter,  in  correcting  mistakes  over 
which  I had  no  control;  and  I was  informed  that 
the  practice  had  been,  in  the  office,  to  correct  mis- 
takes before  the  entries  were  sent  up.  I was  not 
aware,  until  recently,  that  my  register  of  receipts 
each  month  should  be  accompanied  by  a monthly 
return  to  your  department,  not  having  seen  in- 
structions. I am  now  maturing,  and  will  in  a few 
days  complete,  my  monthly  returns  for  your  de- 
partment, and  forward  them,  of  the  first  quarter  of 
this  year.  I do  expect,  as  soon  as  I can  get  the 
business  up,  to  be  able  to  keep  my  returns  up  with 
the  business.  I have  had  an  extremely  sick  fami- 
ly for  the  last  eight  weeks;  but  have  used  every 
exertion  my  situation,  as  such,  would  afford  in 
the  discharge  of  my  official  duties.  I have  charged 
the  sales  with  the  amount  sent  heretofore  in  the 
register  of  receipts:  and  charged  in  the  succeeding 
month  the  error  to  balance  the  account;  of  which 
I will  inform  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office.  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  S.  W.  DICKSON,  receiver. 

Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  Department,  May  19,  1834. 

Sir:  Lest  the  letter  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a 
duplicate  may  have  miscarried,  I have  thought  it 
proper  to  transmit  a copy,  and  again  to  call  your 
attention  to  its  requirements.  I am,  &c. 

R.  B.  TANEY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Receivers  of  public  money, 

Augusta,  Mount  Salus,  Columbus,  Chocchuma. 

Treasury  Department,  May  21,  1834. 

Sir:  I regret  to  perceive,  from  your  letter  of  the 
28ih  ultimo,  that  the  regulations  of  the  department 
in  regard  to  the  transmission  of  monthly  returns 
and  certificates  of  deposite,  have  either  been  over- 
looked or  not  understood.  Monthly  returns,  as 
the  enclosed  instructions  will  inform  you,  are  to 
be  made  in  duplicate;  one  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  other  to  the  gen- 
eral land  office. 

Certificates  of  deposite  are  to  be  addressed  to 
this  office.  These,  and  the  prompt  and  punctual 
deposite  of  the  public  money,  are  to  be  regarded  as 
paramount  duties,  the  strict  performance  of  which 
will  be  insisted  on.  I am,  &c. 

R.  B.  TANEY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

S.  W.  Dickson,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Mount  Salus,  Miss. 

Treasury  Department,  November  1,  1834. 

Sir:  Observing  that  the  sum  of  money  deposited 
by  you  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  is  short,  by 
a large  amount,  of  the  sum  in  your  hands  at  that 
date,  it  is  proper  that  I should  call  your  attention 
to  that  clause  of  the  circular  of  the  1st  of  May, 
1831,  which  requires  that  each  deposite  shall  in- 
clude all  the  moneys  in  your  possession,  and  inform 
you  that  the  department  will  hold  you  to  a strict 
compliance  with  the  regulations  in  this  respect. 

I am,  &c.  LEYI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

S.  W.  Dickson,  esq. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Mount  Salus,  Miss. 

Treasury  Department , January  30,  1835. 

Sir:  Again  it  becomes  my  duty  to  notice  your 
neglect  to  render  your  returns  for  the  months  of 
October,  November,  and  December  last.  I feel 
the  more  surprised  at  the  omission,  since,  by  let- 
ters from  the  department,  dated  25th  of  March  and 
21st  of  May  last,  you  were  given  to  understand 
the  course  which  your  neglect  would  oblige  the 
department  to  adopt.  It  only  remains  to  say,  that 
if  your  returns  are  not  promptly  and  punctually 
rendered,  and  the  public  moneys  deposited  as  the 
instructions  of  the  department  require,  I shall  be 
under  the  painful  necessity  to  recommend  to  the 
president  that  you  be  removed  from  office. 

I am,  &c.  LEYI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

S.  W.  Dickson,  esq., 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Mount  Salus. 

Treasury  Department,  February  4,  1836. 

Sir:  Your  returns  for  the  months  of  November 
and  December  have  not  been  received.  I regret 
that  there  should  be  any  occasion  to  notice  the  ne- 


glect or  accident  (as  the  case  may  be)  in  this  im- 
portant duty;  and  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to 

inform  you  that,  unless  your  future  returns,  are  re- 
ceived at  the  department  within  the  month  next 
succeeding  that  for  which  the  return  is  rendered,  it 
will  place  me  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
reporting  the  fact  to  the  executive,  in  order  to  com- 
ply with  the  general  rule  in  this  class  of  cases. 

I am,  &c.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

To  receiver  at  Mount  Salus. 

Land  office,  Mount  Salus,  (Mi.,)  Feb.  16,  1836. 
Sir:  I herewith  send  you  my  monthly  account 
current  for  November  last;  the  vouchers  are  for- 
warded to  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office.  I very  much  regret  this  great  delay  in  my 
returns,  but  it  has  been  beyond  my  control  to  do 
otherwise.  I have  labored  under  severe  indisposi- 
tion for  several  weeks,  and  a part  of  the  time  I 
have  been  confined  to  my  bed.  I was  first  attack- 
ed with  erysipelas  of  the  ankle,  and  during  the  pub- 
lic sales  was  compelled  to  expose  myself  so  much 
as  to  endanger  the  loss  of  my  limb,  if  not  my  life; 
since  which  time  my  health  has  occasionally  al- 
ternated, but  I have  never  attended  to  business 
two  days  at  a time  without  relapsing. 

Another  serious  inconvenience  to  the  discharge 
of  my  duties:  my  old  clerk,  in  the  midst  of  the 
press,  was  compelled  to  leave  me;  and  I can  as- 
sure you  it  was  as  much  as  I could  effect  to  keep 
up  the  current  business,  and  properly  attend  to  the 
moneyed  concerns  of  the  office.  My  returns  will 
be  biought  up  as  soon  as  my  health  will  allow. 
The  vicissitudes  of  my  health  have  been  so  severe 
I shall,  by  this  mail,  send  in  my  resignation  to  take 
place  at  the  end  of  this  quarter. 

I would  beg  leave  to  mention  that,  though  my 
vouchers  of  deposite  in  Natchez  bank  are  late  in 
their  date,  yet  the  money  was  deposited  in  the 
branch  bank  at  Jackson  in  due  time,  and  my  in- 
disposition prevented  me  from  attending  to  the 
forwarding  the  certificates  to  Natchez;  in  fact,  my 
bodily  infirmity  has  prevented  me  from  regular 
attention  to  the  duties  of  my  office. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  DICKSON,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Land  office,  Mount  Salus,  (Mi.)  March  15, 1836. 
Sir:  I herewith  enclose  you  my  monthly  account 
current  for  the  month  of  December  last,  a dupli- 
cate of  which,  with  the  vouchers,  is  sent  to  the 
commissioner  of  the  general  land  office. 

I beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  quarterly  account 
current,  sent  to  the  general  land  office,  showing  the 
true  balance  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  third  quar- 
ter, to  show  the  error  of  $600  excess,  which  is 
charged  to  be  on  hand  in  the  October  monthly  ac- 
count; the  error  has  also  run  through  the  monthly 
account  current  of  November  last,  but  the  quar- 
terly account  current  of  each  year  corrects  the 
mistake.  I have  also  explained  this  error  to  the 
commissioner  of  the  land  office. 

You  will  please  make  allowance  for  my  very 
bad  health  for  some  months  past,  as  a reason  for 
my  delay  in  my  accounts.  I have  barely  been 
able  to  keep  up  the  current  business  of  the  office, 
and  leave  my  accounts  behind  their  usual  time  of 
settlement.  I can  assure  you  the  deposites  are  all 
regularly  made,  and  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  of- 
fice wholesomely  conducted.  You  must  bear  with 
my  delay  in  the  accounts.  If  I had  anticipated 
such  continued  ill  health,  I would  have  resigned 
before  this  time.  I hope,  however,  to  bring  up 
my  accounts,  as  my  health,  within  a few  days,  has 
greatly  improved;  and  I shall  spare  no  pains,  as 
my  health  will  permit,  to  settle  all  my  accounts  as 
soon  as  possible  after  my  resignation  takes  place. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  DICKSON,  receiver. 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  Department,  September  7,  1836. 

Sir:  I embrace  this  occasion  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  duty  required  by  your  instructions,  of 
making  monthly  duplicate  returns  of  the  transac- 
tions of  your  office — one  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  and  the 
other  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money,  Mount  Salus,  Miss. 

Treasury  Department,  May  25,  1837. 

Sir:  I regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  com- 
plaining of  your  neglect  to  transmit  your  return 
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for  the  month  of  March  last,  and  of  reminding  you 
that  greater  strictness  must  be  observed  in  the 
performance  of  this  duty.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Receivers  of  public  money,  Kasl.askia,  Illinois,  March 
and  April;  Columbus,  Mississippi;  Mount  Salus, 
Mississippi,  February  and  March. 

[S.  W.  Dickson,  late  receiver  at  Mount  Salus, 
is  indebted  to  the  United  States  $11,231  90,  and 
to  the  Choctaw  school  fund  $898  53;  making  in 
all  twelve  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars 
and  forty-three  cents,  [$12,130  43).] 

15. — Corresjwndence  with  J.  L.  Daniel,  receiver 
at  Opelousas. 

CIRCULAR. 

Treasury  Department,  February  28,  1835. 
Sir:  It  has  been  intimated  to  the  department  that 
a practice  prevails  at  some  of  the  land  offices  of 
permitting  entries  and  issuing  certificates  of  pur- 
chase, without  the  payment  of  the  purchase-money 
at  the  time  of  the  entry.  Such  a practice  being 
unauthorised  and  highly  reprehensible,  I have 
deemed  it  proper  to  make  known  to  you,  that,  if 
it  has  been  tolerated  by  you,  it  must  immediately 
cease;  and  any  repetition  of  it  hereafter,  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  department,  will  receive 
prompt  and  exemplary  notice. 

I cannot  omit  the  occasion  to  impress  upon  you 
the  necessity  of  a strict  attention  to,  and  punctual 
compliance  with,  the  duties  required  of  you  in  re- 
gard to  the  prompt  deposite  of  the  public  moneys, 
and  transmission  of  your  accounts  and  returns; 
and  to  say  to  you  that  the  performance  of  those 
duties  must  be  regarded  as  paramount  to  all  other 
in  your  official  station.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

To  receivers  of  public  money  at  Cahaba,  Huntsville, 
Montgomery,  St.  Stephen's,  Augusta,  Chocchuma, 
New  Orleans,  Ouachita,  Demopolis,  Mardisville, 
Sparta,  Tuscaloosa,  Columbus,  Washington,  Ope- 
lousas, and  St.  Helena. 

Treasury  Department,  January  29,  1836. 
Sir:  Finding  that  no  monthly  returns  of  the 
transactions  of  your  office  have  been  received  since 
your  appointment  to  office,  I must  claim  your  im- 
mediate attention  to  this  duty.  I enclose  a blank, 
showing  the  form  in  which  they  are  to  be  render- 
ed, and  request  that  you  will  transmit  one  for  each 
of  the  months  in  arrear,  and  also  for  each  future 
month,  to  this  office;  and,  at  the  same  time,  a du- 
plicate to  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office. 

Punctuality  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  and  in 
the  transmission  ofthepublic  moneys  to  the  bank  of 
deposite  will  be  insisted  on;  and  I would  therefore 
commend  you  to  a strict  regard  to  the  instructions 
of  the  department  in  these  respects.  The  abstract 
for  the  month  of  December,  addressed  to  this  office, 
is  recived;  but  as  it  is  not  in  the  form  required,  it 
has  been  referred  to  the  land  office.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Receiver  of  public  money,  Opelousas,  Louisiana. 

Receiver's  office  al  Opelousas,  La.,  Sept.  5,  1836. 
Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  the  affidavit  of  Andre 
Martin,  esq.,  who  was  present  on  the  2d  instant 
when  I offered  to  deposite,  in  the  office  of  discount 
and  deposite  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Louisiana  at 
Vermilionville,  the  sum  of  $17,200,  all  in  bills  of 
specie-paying  banks  in  New  Orleans,  except  $25 
in  gold  and  silver;  and  a great  quantity  of  said 
bills  were  the  bills  of  the  Union  bank  itself.  The 
cashier  of  the  said  office  of  discount  and  deposite 
of  the  Union  Bank  of  Louisiana  gave  no  other  rea- 
son why  he  would  not  accept  the  deposite  offered 
by  me,  but  that  he  was  aware  that  congress,  at 
the  last  session,  had  passed  a law  making  it  the 
duty  of  receivers  of  public  moneys  to  receive  only 
gold  and  silver;  and  moreover,  that  the  govern- 
ment would  only  receive  gold  and  silver  from 
the  deposite  bank ; and  that  he  would  receive 
nothing  else  in  deposite  on  account  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  but  gold  and  sil- 
ver. I asked  him  (the  cashier)  if  he  had  been 
so  instructed  by  the  mother  bank,  and  he  said  no. 
I have  brought  the  money,  to  wit,  $17,200,  all 
back  to  Opelousas,  and  have  deposited  the  same 
in  the  office  of  discount  and  deposite  of  the  Mecha- 
nics’ and  Traders’  Bank  of  New  Orleans  at  Ope- 
lousas, where  it  will  remain  until  you  instruct  me 
what  I am  to  do  with  it.  I have  always  discover- 
ed in  the  cashier  of  the  branch  of  the  Union  Bank 
at  Vermilionville  a disposition  not  to  receive  the 


deposites  from  this  office,  and  several  times  he  has 
told  me  that  he  would  not  receive  the  bills  of  any 
of  the  deposite  banks  in  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
which  I always  thought  it  my  duty  to  receive. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  L.  DANIEL,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

State  of  Louisiana,  Parish  of  Lafayette. 

Vermilionville,  September  2,  1836. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned, 
parish  judge,  within  and  for  said  parish,  Andre 
Martin,  esq.,  of  said  parish,  who  declared,  on  oath 
first  had  and  taken,  that  he  was  present  on  this 
day,  the  second  day  of  September  aforesaid,  at  the 
office  of  discount  and  deposite  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Louisiana,  established  in  Vermilionville,  in  the 
parish  of  Lafayette  aforesaid,  when  John  L.  Dan- 
iel, esq.,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Opelousas, 
in  this  state,  offered  to  deposite  in  said  branch  of 
the  Union  Bank  of  Louisiana,  established  at  Ver- 
milionville aforesaid,  the  sum  of  seventeen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars,  public  moneys  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  all  in  bank  bills  payable 
in  this  state,  except  twenty-five  dollars  in  gold  and 
silver,  and  which  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars  the  cashier  (Casimer  Derbigny) 
of  said  branch  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Lousiana  at 
Vermilionville  refused  to  receive  on  deposite  for 
the  government  of  the  United  States. 

ANDRE  MARTIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  under- 
signed, parish  judge  in  and  for  the  parish  of  La- 
fayette aforesaid,  on  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written.  THOM.  B.  BRESHEAR, 

Parish  judge. 

Treasury  Department,  October  3,  1836. 

Sir:  I enclose  a copy  of  a letter  from  M.  Gor- 
don, esq.,  in  reference  to  your  complaint  against 
Mr.  Derbigny;  and  have  to  request  further  expla- 
nations in  this  matter.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  "WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury? 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Opelousas,  Louisiana. 

Receiver's  office,  Opelousas,  (La.)  Nov.  6,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  last  month,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a letter  from  Martin  Gordon,  jr.,  cashier 
of  the  Union  Rank  of  Louisiana.  I can  only 
state,  in  answer,  that  when  I arrived  at  the  branch 
of  the  Union  Bank  at  Vermilionville,  to  deposite 
the  sum  of  $17,200,  I recited  to  Mr.  Derbigny  that 
part  of  your  circular  which  referred  to  the  manner 
the  deposites  should  be  made  after  the  15th  of 
August  last,  and  further  remarked  to  Mr.  Der- 
bigny that  the  certificates  could  be  made  out 
as  usual,  only  stating  below  how  much  of  the 
amount  was  in  gold  and  silver,  and  how  much  of 
the  amount  was  in  current  bank  notes.  Mr.  Der- 
bigny replied  that  he  cared  nothing  about  the  form 
of  the  certificate,  as  he  would  not  receive  any 
thiBg  on  deposite  from  the  United  States  but  gold 
and  silver;  he  further  stated  thus,  that,  if  I was 
a mind  to  leave  the  money  in  deposite  on  my  own 
account,  he  would  take  a list  of  the  bills,  and  I 
could  leave  it.  All  the  above  can  be  proved  by 
Mr.  Martin,  and,  perhaps  by  Mr.  Voorhees. 
Since  the  time  I offered  to  deposite  as  aforesaid, 
the  directory  of  the  bank  at  Vermilionville,  as 
well  as  some  of  the  directors  of  the  mother  bank, 
have  been  so  well  convinced  of  the  misconduct  of 
Mr.  Derbigny,  in  regard  to  the  aforesaid  deposite, 
and  in  regard  to  others  of  his  duties,  that  they  have 
told  him  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  resign,  as 
he  would  certainly  be  turned  out  of  the  office  he 
then  held  if  he  did  not  resign;  and  he,  knowing 
that  he  could  not  much  longer  hold  the  same,  re- 
signed the  office;  which  is  now  filled  by  a very 
worthy  gentleman.  I could  forward  you  the  cer- 
tificate of  Mr.  Martin,  confirming  what  I have 
above  stated,  and  I could  have  a part  of  the  same 
statements  confirmed  by  Mr.  Voorhees;  and  will 
do  so  if  you  require  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  L.  DANIEL,  receiver. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

[John  L.  Daniel  is  indebted  to  the  government 
$7,280  63.] 

16. — Correspondence  with  S.  W.  Beall,  receiver  at 
Green  Bay. 

Treasury  Department,  October  8,  1835. 

Sir:  Lest  you  may  not  have  received  copies  of 
the  enclosed  circulars,  showing  the  requisitions  to 


he  observed  in  relation  to  the  receipt  and  deposite 
of  the  public  moneys,  they  are  herewith  tiunsnntted. 

Until  otherwise  directed,  your  deposites  will  be 
made  alternately  in  the  Batik  of  Michigan,  and  in 
the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  Bank  at  Detroit. 

Commending  to  your  attention  a strict  regard  to 
the  duties  enjoined,  in  respect  to  the  periodical  de- 
posite of  the  public  moneys,  and  to  the  transmis- 
sion of  your  quarterly  accounts  and  monthly  re- 
turns. I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

S.  W.  Beall,  esq.. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Green  Bay,  M.  T. 

Green  Bay,  November  15,  1835. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  yottr  letter  of  October  8th,  together  with 
two  circulars,  viz:  May  1st,  1831,  and  January 
15th,  1834.  I have  up  to  this  date  deposited  in 
the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’ Bank  at  Detroit,  but, 
as  instructed,  I shall  hereafter  deposite  alternately 
in  that  bank  and  in  the  Bank  of  Michigan. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  S.  W.  BEALL. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  Department,  April  26,  1836. 

Sir:  After  having  informed  you,  in  my  letter  of 
the  4th  of  February  last,  that  your  continued  ne- 
glect to  transmit  your  monthly  returns,  within  the 
month  next  succeeding  that  for  which  they  are 
rendered,  would  subject  me  to  the  painful  necessi- 
ty of  reporting  the  omission  to  the  president,  it  is 
with  regret  that  I am  again  compelled  to  take  no- 
tice of  a similar  neglect.  No  returns  for  the 
months  of  January,  February,  and  March  last, 
have  been  received  from  you.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I must  require  that  they  be  rendered  forth- 
with, and  inform  you  that,  if  they  are  not  received 
by  return  of  the  mail,  I shall  report  your  neglect 
to  the  executive,  with  a recommendation  that  you 
be  dismissed  from  office.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Receiver  of  public  money,  Green  Bay,  M.  T. 

Green  Bay,  May  17,  1836. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  April  26th,  which  arrived 
in  the  boat  which  brought  me  from  Detroit. 

I am  confident  that  my  letter  of  March  2d,  in 
reply  to  yours  of  February  4th,  had  not  been  re- 
ceived on  the  26th  at  the  department.  And  in 
the  fear  thatthat,  as  well  as  my  returns  for  January, 
and  February,  and  March,  have  been  lost,  I shall 
prepare  and  send  duplicates  by  the  next  mail. 

I beg  leave  to  state,  that  during  the  past  winter 
it  was  utterly  out  of  my  power  to  deposite  the  pub- 
lic money  periodically,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
transmit  regularly  my  returns  to  the  department, 
signed  by  myself.  During  the  summer  season,  no 
difficulty  or  omission  will  occur,  and  it  is  proba- 
ble that  the  improvements  and  settlement  of  the 
country  will  have  so  far  advanced  by  the  next 
winter,  that  no  interruption  will  happen  in  the 
regular  discharge  of  my  duties.  I have  made 
three  trips  to  Detroit  during  the  past  winter,  the 
difficulties  of  which  you  of  course  are  unaware. 
And  I have  written  to  the  honorable  Lucius  Lyon, 
of  the  senate,  to  call  at  the  department,  and  make 
an  explanation,  which  I am  sure  will  be  satisfac- 
tory. It  gives  me  the  greatest  pain  and  uneasi- 
ness to  find  that, in  your  opinion,  I have  neglected 
to  perform  any  part  of  my  duties;  and  I am  im- 
pelled to  greater  exertion  to  remove  that  impres- 
sion by  punctuality  in  future.  I have  the  honor 
to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv’t, 

S.  W.  BEALL. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

P.  S.  My  returns  for  April  are  forwarded  by 
this  mail. 

Treasury  Department,  November  11,  1837. 

Sir:  Your  monthly  return  for  the  month  of 
August  last  has  not  been  received;  and  you  are 
requested  to  transmit  a duplicate  thereof  without 
delay.  I am,  &c. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

[The  above  circular  was  addressed  to  the  recei- 
vers at  Quincy,  111.;  Fayette,  Jackson,  and  Lex- 
ington, Miss.;  Green  Bay  and  Monroe,  Michigan, 
July  and  August;  Mineral  Point,  Michigan;  Craw- 
fordsville,  Indiana,  September;  Galena,  III.,  Septem- 
ber; Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  September;  Tallahassee, 
Florida,  September.] 

[to  be  continued.] 
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Betting  on  elections.  The  following  is  the  law  against 
betting  on  elections,  enacted  at  the  last  session  of  the 
general  assembly  of  Maryland. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  Mary- 
land, That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  make 
any  bet  or  wager  on  any  election  or  elections  to  take 
place  in  this  slate,  and  any  person  or  persons  offending 
against  this  act,  shall  be  liable  to  indictment  in  the 
county  courts  of  this  state,  if  the  offence  be  committed 
in  any  county,  and  in  Baltimore  city  court,  if  the  of- 
fence be  committed  in  Baltimere  city,  and  on  convic- 
tion thereof,  shall  be  fined  a sum  not  less  than  fifty 
dollars,  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  col- 
lected as  other  fines. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted , That  all  fines  collected 
undvr  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
western  shore,  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  fund  of  the 
state. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  deposite  of 
money  hereafter,  in  any  part  of  the  state  as  a wager  or 
bet  upon  elections  in  this  state  or  elsewhere,  shall  be 
forfeited  and  paid  over  to  the  levy  courts  or  county 
commissioners  of  the  county,  for  the  use  of  primary 
schools  in  said  county. 

The  five  per  cent,  loan  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 
of  $1,200,000,  has  been  taken  by  some  of  the  Philadel- 
phia banks  and  large  capitalists  of  that  city,  at  100  1-8. 

From  the  quarterly  report  of  the  fire  commissioners 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  it  appears  that  the  number 
of  fires  in  that  city  during  the  three  months  ending  on 
the  30th  ult.  was  64.  The  property  destroyed  is  valued 
at  $69,186,  of  which  $34,434  were  covered  by  insu- 
rance. Nineteen  of  the  fires  werej  occasioned  by  in- 
cendiaries, and  seventeen  by  defects  in  the  construc- 
tion of  chimneys,  &c. 

Erie  canal  tolls.  The  Albany  Journal  states  that 
the  Erie  canal  is  yielding  a “golden  fleece.”  The  fol- 
lowing statement  shows  the  amount  of  tolls  received 
at  the  collector’s  offices  in  Albany,  Schenectady,  Little 
Falls  and  Rome,  for  the  first  ten  days  after  the  opening 
of  the  navigation  in  1838  and  1839,  with  the  excess  of 
the  latter  over  the  former — amounting  to  about  fifty  per 
cent: 


1838. 

1839. 

Excess. 

Albany, 

19,893  44 

32,464  61 

12,571  17 

Schenectady, 

2,278  54 

5,861  05 

1,582  51 

Little  Falls, 

600  96 

1,347  17 

746  23 

Rome, 

1,794  42 

2,909  93 

1,115  51 

$24,567  36 

40,532  78 

16,015  42 

The  Chillicothe  Gazette  announces  the  death  on  the 
23th  ult.  of  gen.  Duncan  McArthur,  in  the  68th  year  of 
his  age.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  and  most 
distingnished  citizens  of  Ohio. 

Two  locomotive  engines  manufactured  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Norris,  of  Philadelphia,  have  been  shipped  at  that 
port  for  Hamburg.  They  are  a part  of  those  ordered 
some  time  since  by  the  Austrian  government. 

The  St.  Louis  Republican,  in  an  article  setting  forth 
the  advantages  and  resources  of  that  city,  strongly 
urge?  the  propriety  of  building  steamboats  and  engines 
there,  where,  it  is  asserted,  they  can  be  constructed 
as  well  as  in  any  other  city.  The  number  of  steam- 
boats built  or  building  for  that  town  is  seventeen,  and 
the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  them  this  spring  is 
$450,700. 

Mr.  Charles  Griswold,  late  teller  in  the  Commercial 
bank  of  Manchester,  Miss,  has  absconded  with  a de- 
ficit in  his  cash  account  of  $11,000.  The  bank  offers  a 
reward  of  $500  for  his  apprehension. 

Mr.  Benjamin  E.  Roody,  of  Illinois,  lost  $3,009  in 
specie,  by  the  burning  of  the  steamboat  Glasgow.  His 
praise-worthy  exertions  to  save  the  lives  of  his  fellow 
passengers,  rendered  him  unmindful  of  his  own  pro- 
perly. 

Direct  importations.  Most  of  our  readers  will  proba- 
bly be  astonished  to  learn  that  a quantity  of  eggs  from 
France,  “imported  direct,”  were  disposed  of  in  this 
market,  at  a rate  below  what  the  “domestic’’  article 
commands,  and  affording  a handsome  profit  to  the 
importer.  [ Charleston  Courier. 

Circuit  court.  The  cause  of  the  United  States  vs. 
W.  Steuben  Smith,  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
court  and  jury  during  the  last  three  days.  The  de- 
fendant was  a clerk  in  the  general  land  office,  and 
was  sued  by  the  United  States  to  recover  a claim  of 
$10,383,  aiedged  to  be  due  to  the  government  by  the 
defendant  on  settlement  of  his  accounts.  The  defen- 
dant claimed  of  the  government  a sum  of  money  ex- 
ceeding the  amount  sued  for  by  the  United  States,  as 
commissions  for  moneys  disbursed  by  him  to  various 
persons  for  account  of  the  government.  This  cause 
was  very  ably  conducted  by  F.  S.  Key,  esq.  for  the 
plaintiff,  and  R.  S.  Coxe  and  W.  L Brent,  esqs.  for 
the  defendant.  A great  number  of  witnesses,  chiefly 
clerks  in  the  service  of  the  government,  gave  testimony 
for  the  plaintiff.  The  case  went  to  the  jury  without 
argument  from  the  council,  about  four  o’clock  on 
Saturday  afternoon;  and,  after  retiring  about  two  hours, 
the  jury  returned  a verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  sum 
of  $7,743  85.  [National  Intelligencer. 

At  the  charter  election  in  Albany,  New  York,  the 
Whigs  carried  three  out  of  four  wards  of  the  city. 


Western  steamboats.  The  Louisville  Price  Current 
of  the  20th  ult.  states  that  the  whole  number  of  steam- 
boats enrolled  on  the  western  waters  up  to  that  date, 
was  378.  Of  these,  130  were  built  at  Pittsburg;  83  at 
Cincinnati,  and  22  at  Wheeling. 

Liberality.  The  people  of  St.  Louis  have  generously 
contributed  $1,500  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  on 
board  the  steamboat  Win.  Glasgow,  recently  burnt  in 
the  Mississippi. 

The  arsenal  for  the  south.  The  secretary  of  war  has 
determined  to  complete  the  grand  arsenal  of  construc- 
tion for  the  south  at  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  on 
the  plan  originally  designed;  capt.  J.  A.  .1.  Bradford  has 
the  direction  of  it.  [ Southern  Patriot. 

Pennsylvania  improvements.  The  Harrisburg  Repor- 
ter of  the  26th  ult.  states  that  the  tolls  collected  on 
the  Pennsylvania  canals  and  railways  for  the  four 
weeks  ending  the  17th  ult.  amounted  to  $144,667  17, 
being  an  increase  of  $35,562  83  over  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  spring. 

Gov.  Grason,  of  Maryland,  has  commuted  the  sen- 
tences which  had  been  passed  on  the  parties,  convict- 
ed of  the  assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  made 
on  Messrs.  Green,  Stewart  and  Wills. 

Commerce.  Sir  James  Marriott,  in  one  of  his  ad- 
miralty cases  says:  “the  spirit  of  commerce  in  all  coun- 
tries rising  beyond  a certain  decree,  absorbs  all  public 
duties  and  almost  every  moral  and  national  obliga- 
tion.” 

Two  young  men  who  had  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  army  were  recently  discharged  at  New  York 
by  jugde  Betts,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  under 
twenty-one,  and  had  enlisted  without  the  consent  of 
their  parents  or  guardians. 

The  lake  trade.  The  Cleveland  Intelligencer  of  the 
23d  April,  notices  the  clearance  from  that  port  for  Buf- 
falo, within  the  preceding  24  hours,  of  four  vessels 
laden  with  14,333  bushels  of  wheat  and  520  barrels  of 
flour. 

Steamboat  collision.  The  Natchez  Free  Trader  of 
the  22d  April  says — “The  steamer  George  Collier  was 
run  into  on  the  night  of  the  18th  inst.  by  steamer  Em- 
peror, 25  miles  below  Memphis.  The  Collier  was  ma- 
terially injured,  having  all  the  larboard  deck,  a part 
of  the  wheel  house,  and  nearly  all  the  cabin  prome- 
nade carried  away. 

On  the  26th  ult.  Sutherland  and  seven  other  prison- 
ers arrived  at  Montreal  from  Quebec.  Itisnotknown 
how  they  will  be  disposed  of,  but  they  themselves  anti- 
cipate being  set  at  liberty.  They  were  removed  to  pri- 
son from  the  boat  in  which  they  arrived  at  Montreal. 

Benjamin  Swan  died  lately  at  Woodstock,  Vermont, 
in  the  76th  year  of  his  age.  He  held  the  office  of  county 
clerk  for  43  years  without  intermission,  and  was  elected 
state  treasurer  lor  32  successive  years. 

Charles  P.  Clinch  has  been  appointed  deputy  collec- 
tor of  the  port  of  New  York. 

The  Bangor  Whig  states  that  the  boom  across  the 
Aroostook,  was  onlyslighty  damaged  by  the  freshet. 

Her  Britannic  majesty’s  sloop  of  war  Ringdove,  cap- 
tain Stewart,  7 days  from  Bermuda,  anchored  in 
Hampton  roads  on  Wednesday,  with  despatches  for 
the  British  minister  at  Washington.  Captain  Stewart 
came  up  in  the  steam  packet  Jewess,  and  proceeded  to 
Washington  yesterday  morning. 

It  is  supposed  the  census  of  1840  will  show  a popu- 
lation in  the  United  States,  of  between  17,000,000  and 
13,000,000.  In  1830,  it  was  12,866  020. 

The  last  of  the  swans.  The  Louisville  News  Letter 
says,  that  a swan  measuring  nine  feet  between  the  tips 
of  its  wings,  was  recently  shot  on  the  Illinois  shore  of 
the  Mississippi,  opposite  St.  Louis,  and  is  now  in  the 
museum  of  that  city.  “This,”  says  the  editor  of  the 
News  Letter,  “is  the  first  bird  of  the  species,  which 
has  been  taken  on  the  western  waters  for  years.”  The 
yearly  French  explorers  make  frequent  mention  of  the 
swan  in  the  accounts  they  have  left  behind  them  of 
their  discoveries  in  the  western  valley.  The  Missis- 
sippi, the  Illinois  and  the  Ohio,  were  once  frequented 
by  large  flocks  of  this  beautiful  waterfowL 

The  Chinese  arniu.  The  Canton  Register  intimates 
that  although  the  Chinese  army  nominally  amounts  to 
to  1,700,000  men,  yet,  for  the  most  part,  it  exists  only 
on  paper.  It  says,  “if  any  body  might  inquire  about 
the  actual  number  of  China’s  warriors,  we  should  re- 
quest hiii!  to  divide  the  above  by  100,  and  the  quotient 
will  not  be  far  from  the  truth.  With  the  exception, 
however,  of  the  guardians  of  the  frontiers,  the  whole 
mighty  host  consists  of  men  of  peace,  who  are  always 
in  garrison  and  act  the  part  of  the  thief  catchers  and 
fill  similar  honorable  offices.’’ 

Methodist  conference  in  New  Jersey.  This  body  clo- 
sed its  session  day  before  yesterday,  having  been  to- 
gether since  Wednesday  of  last  week.  The  subject  of 
Manning  Force’s  running  for  congress  last  year,  was 
brought  up.  The  rev.  gentleman  frankly  declared, 
with  expressions  of  his  sincere  regret,  that  he  should 
not  have  accepted  the  nomination,  had  he  been  aware, 
at  the  time,  that  a rule  existed  discountenancing  such 
conduct. 

A resolution  passed  the  last  morning,  declaring  that 
] any  clergymen  who  should  hereafter  become  a candi- 


date for  the  legislature  or  congress,  would  receive  the 
general  disapprobation  of  the  conference.  Mr.  Force 
voted  for  this  resolution.  We  take  pleasure  in  saying 
that  Mr.  F’s  deportment  throughout  these  proceedings 
was  worthy  of  a Christian. 

The  rev.  Charles  Pitman  is  stationed  in  this  city  for 
the  next  year. 

The  next  annual  conference  for  this  state  will  be 
held  at  Burlington,  and  commence  on  the  15th  of 
April,  1840.  [ Trenton  State  Gazette,  of  May  3. 

An  interesting  trial.  A trial  of  deep  interest  is  now 
in  progress  in  New  York.  It  is  an  action  instituted 
by  the  United  States  against  Samuel  L.  Governeur,  to 
recover  $100,560  29,  moneys  had  and  received,  ba- 
lance alleged  to  be  due  the  United  States — the  alleged 
indebtedness  having  been  incurred  while  the  defendant 
was  officiating  as  post  master  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
B.  F.  Butler  and  James  H.  Hamilton,  esqrs.  appeared 
on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  for  the  defendant, 
hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  hon.  C.  J.  Ingersol,  J.  P. 
Hall  and  Jesse  Oakley,  esqrs.  appeared.  [Phil.  Enq. 


The  Alexandria  Gazette,  states  that  Lieut.  Edwin 
W.  Moore,  of  the  United  States  navy,  has  been  offer- 
ed by  the  government  of  Texas,  the  chief  command  of 
the  Texan  navy.  We  do  not  know  (continues  the  Ga- 
zette) that  he  has  accepted  or  will  accept  of  the  offer, 
but  we  do  know  that  he  would  make  there,  as  he  does 
here,  a most  valuable  and  efficient  officer.  The  com- 
pliment which  has  been  paid  to  him  is  deserved. 

The  following  dividends  have  been  declared  by  the 
banks  of  Philadelphia  for  the  last  six  months: 

Girard  bank,  . . . .3  1-2  per  cent. 

Commercial,  ....  4 1-2 

Schuylkill,  ....  3 

Western,  ....  4 

Moyamensing,  ....  3 

Mechanics,  ....  6 

and  20  per  cent,  payable  in  shares. 

Southwark,  ....  5 

Kensington,  ....  4 1-2 

Manufacturers’  and  Mechanics’  4 

Philadelphia 4 

Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  . . 4 

Penn  Township,  ...  6 

The  legislature  of  New  York  terminated  its  session 
on  Tuesday.  None  of  the  internal  improvement  bills 
were  passed.  The  nomination  of  col.  Stone,  of  the 
N.  Y.  Commercial,  as  the  agent  to  go  to  Europe  to 
procure  documents  relating  to  the  early  history  of  New 
York,  was  rejected  by  the  senate. 


A second  ship  of  the  Wilmington  whaling  compa- 
ny’s vessel  has  just  returned,  after  a cruise  of  forty 
months,  with  1,500  bbls.  sperm  oil. 


A captain  Clark  was  blown  into  the  air,  by  the  re- 
cent explosion  which  occurred  in  the  steamboat  Pilot, 
on  the  Mississippi,  but  escaped  without  injury. 


The  New  Orleans  papers  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
Galveston  papers  to  the  19th  ult. 

A steamer  had  lately  ascended  the  Trinity  river  four 
hundred  miles,  and  could  have  gone  higher  up.  The 
country  on  its  banks  is  said  to  be  settling  rapidly.  The 
soil  is  favorable  to  cotton.  Lime,  sand-stone  and  coal 
have  been  discovered  in  the  upper  parts. 


In  the  supreme  court,  sitting  at  Boston  on  Wednes- 
day, Mr.  Adams,  late  cashier  of  the  Fulton  bank,  was 
acquitted  by  the  jury,  almost  without  consultation,  at 
the  close  of  his  trial.  His  was  one  of  the  cases  of  in- 
dictment for  fraudulently  using  or  taking  the  funds  of 
a broken  bank.  His  counsel  submitted  the  case  with- 
out argument,  and  without  calling  a single  witness  in 
his  defence,  so  trivial  were  the  attempts  to  prove  him 
guilty.  A verdict  of  not  guilty  was  returned  immedi- 
ately by  the  jury. 

The  Detroit  Advertiser  of  the  19th  inst.  says,  that 
one  of  the  largest  cargoes  ever  sent  from  that  port  was 
shipped  the  day  previous,  on  board  the  brig  Rocky 
Mountain.  It  consisted  of  six  thousand  bushels  of 
wheat,  five  hundred  and  thirty  barrels  of  flour,  and 
eight  hundred  hides,  making  together  239  tons.  The 
brig  was,  of  course,  bound  to  the  city  of  the  West. 

Burning  mine.  The  Pottsville  (Pa.)  Emporium  of 
Saturday  fast  says — “We  regret  to  state  that  the  jugu- 
lar vein  in  Broad  mountain,  to  which  we  referred  some 
weeks  ago,  is  still  on  fire,  and  from  persoaal  observa- 
tion we  should  presume  that  the  pillars  of  coal  which 
are  left  to  prop  tne  mines  are  on  fire.  The  late  rains 
only  added  fresh  fuel,  and  there  is  no  telling  when  or 
where  it  may  end.” 

Egyptian  cotton.  The  following  quantity  of  cotton  of 
the  crop  of  1837  was  exported  from  Alexandria  during 
the  last  six  months  of  1838,  viz: 

Maho  cotton.  Sea  Island. 


Bales.  Bales. 

To  Austria,  [Trieste]  46,970  0 

France,  [Marsaeilles]  14,544  0 

England,  14,501  500 


Total.  76,015  500 


On  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  there  remained  in  the 
government  stores,  9,000  bales  of  cotton  of  the  crops  of 
1836,  and  6,971  of  that  of  1837.  The  latter  produced 
85,000  bales,  4S.500  of  which  were  of  the  quality  called 
Maho.  The  price  of  this  article  in  the  Egyptian  mar- 
kets was,  for  Maho,  per  quintal  of  100  rotohs,  16  thal- 
tris,  and  for  Sea  Island,  18.  [Paris  Montteur. 
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Appointment  by  the  president.  John  C. 
Nicoll,  to  be  judge  of  the  United  States  lor  the 
district  of  Georgia,  in  place  of  Jeremiah  Cnyler, 
deceased. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  has  officially 
recognised  Frederick  Rodeivald,  esq.  as  consul  of 
the  republic  of  Hamburg  at  Baltimore. 

The  public  domain.  The  noble  stand  taken 
by  Mr.  Clay,  himself  a western  man,  in  defence  of 
the  common  right  of  the  states  to  an  equal  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  land,  is,  of  itself, 
sufficient  lo  challenge  the  admiration  and  gratitude 
of  citizens  of  the  old  states.  Mr.  Clay  has,  in  the 
following  letter,  whicti  explains  itself,  given  fresh 
evidence  of  his  enlarged  and  disinterested  views, 
and  of  his  stern  adherence  to  principle: 

[A rat.  Ini. 

Gentlemen:  I have  duly  received  your  letter, 
transmitting  certain  resolutions  adopted  by  the  de- 
mocratic whig  association  of  the  tenth  ward  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  the  public  domain; 
and  I request  you  to  make  the  association  my  pro- 
found acknowledgments  for  the  notice  with  which  it 
has  honored  my  name.  I rejoice  that  the  people,  in 
their  primary  assemblies,  and  in  their  proper  com- 
munities, are  directing  their  attention  to  this  great 
interest.  It  is  high  time  it  should  receive  their  ear- 
nest consideration.  Faithfully  administered,  the 
public  lands  may  be  made  powerfully  instrumental 
in  tile  advancement  of  tiie  prosperity  of  the  present 
generation,  and  of  their  posterity  for  a long  succes- 
sion of  ages. 

But  they  have  been  in  danger  of  being  swept 
away  by  pre-emptions,  Indian  reservations,  gradua- 
tion bills,  and,  finally,  cessions  oi  the  common  pro- 
perty of  all  the  states  to  the  particular  states  in 
which  it  is  situated.  And  most  of  these  projects, 
urged  under  the  plausible  pretext  of  benefiting  the 
pour  settler,  have  stimulated  the  speculator,  and 
tended  to  aggrandize  the  speculation  to  the  preju- 
dice both  of  the  honest  emigrant  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  I have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
oppose  these  projects;  and  it  is  a deplorable  evi- 
dence of  the  loose  morality  which  prevails  in  re- 
spect to  the  public  property,  that  I have  been  de- 
nounced and  calumniated  lor  many  endeavors  to 
protect  and  preserve  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  states 
and  people  of  the  union. 

I share  with  you,  gentlemen,  in  regret  on  account 
of  the  failure  of  the  bill  to  distribute  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  tiie  public  lands,  which  passed  both  houses 
ol  congress.  . It  was  defeated  by  a high-handed  and 
daring  violation  of  the  constitution.  If  it  had  gone 
into  operation,  there  would  have  been  no  extraordi- 
nary surplus  in  the  treasury,  no  disturbance  of  the 
financial  and  business  concerns  of  the  country  by  a 
removal  of  the  deposites,  no  temptation  lo  those 
alarming  annual  appropriations  which  have  been  re- 
cently made  by  the  federal  government,  and,  I believe, 
no  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks! 
Now  that  the  public  attention  is  awakened  to  this 
great  national  resource,  I trust  that  project  to  which 
I have  adverted  will  be  checked,  and  that  it  will  be 
cherished  and  preserved  lor  the  common  benefit 
of  all  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  their  pos- 
terity. ' 

I request,  gentlemen,  your  acceptance  of  my 
thanks  for  the  flattering  and  friendly  manner  in 
which  you  have  communicated  the  resolutions  of  the 
democratic  association  of  the  tenth  ward,  and  of  (lie 
high  consideration  with  which  I am  your  friends  and 
obedient  servant,  Henry  Clay. 

Messis.  H in.  lamer  and  J.  Turner  Dodge,  fyc. 

Upper  Canada.  The  parliament  was  expected 
to  ad  journ  on  Saturday  last.  Among  the  bills  passed 
by  the  house  of  assembly  was  one  authorising  the 
receiver  general  to  issue  bills  of  credit,  to  the 
amount  of  £250,000,  for  carrying  on  the  public 
works;  by  another  bill  the  receiver  general  was 
authorised  to  negotiate  a loan  of  one  million  in 
England,  at  three  and  a half  per  cent,  upon  the  de- 
bentures of  the  province. 

1 he  clergy  reserve  bill,  passed  by  the  assembly 
would  probably  be  losl  in  the  council.  The  assem- 
bly had  thrown  out  a bill  providing  for  the  expenses 
attendant  on  the  safe  keeping  of  the  prisoners  taken 
at  Prescott  and  elsewhere,  on  the  ground  that  those 
expen .-h  j ought  to  be  defrayed  by  Great  Britain 


“We  understand  there  has  been  a letter  address 
ed  to  the  captain  of  the  Telegraph  steamer,  that  h 
and  his  boat  would  be  burnt  if  he  continues  to  visit 
this  port.  It  is  either  the  production  of  some  de 
signing  rogue  interested  in  another  boat,  or  th 
same  trade,  or  of  some  mischievous  person,  for 
hoax.  We  can  assure  the  captain  and  owners  of 
the  Telegraph  that  their  boat  is  safe  in  Kingston 
harbor  from  any  violence,  as  good  laws,  justly  and 
promptly  administered,  can  make  her,  and,  more 
over,  that  the  commandant,  in  conjunction  with  the 
magistrates,  has  given  orders  concerning  that  boat 
while  she  remains  here.” 

A bill  has  passed  the  assembly,  appropriating 
£40,000  for  payment  of  the  losses  sustained  by  in 
dividuals,  in  the  destruction  of  their  property,  since 
the  rebellion. 

The  banks  are  to  resume  specie  payments  on  the 
1st  of  August.  [Com.  Adv. 

Main  boundary.  In  a report  of  the  proceed 
ings  in  tiie  senate  on  the  Maine  boundary  ques 
tion,  published  in  the  Globe  of  the  9th  inst.  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  with  several  others 
were  copied  from  the  Intelligencer.  The  fol 
lowing  note  to  the  editors  of  that  paper,  male 
ing  some  corrections,  escaped  us  at  the  time: 

[Globe. 

Lancaster,  March  22,  1839. 

To  the  editors : 

Gentlemen:  There  is  one  error  in  the  sketch  o 
the  debate  in  the  senate  on  the  night  of  the  1st  in 
stant,  on  the  subject  of  the  Maine  controversy 
which  appeared  in  the  tri-weekly  Intelligencer  of 
Tuesday  last,  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  col- 
lection from  me.  I am  made  to  say  in  the  fourth 
column  of  the  fourth  page,  when  speaking  of  the 
proceedings  on  our  northeastern  frontier,  that  ‘‘all 
this  the  president  looks  at  boldly  and  manfully,  on 
an  exalted  eminence,  above  the  feelings  of  the  coun 
try,"  &c.  &c.  Now,  I certainly  never  used,  nor 
could  have  used  such  an  absurd  expression.  The 
easiest  mode  of  correction  is  to  state  the  substance 
of  what  I did  say,  whicli  is  as  follows: 

“It  is  alledged  that  a force  of  lour  or  five  thousand 
men,  under  the  command  of  sir  John  Harvey,  i3 
concentrating  at  the  mouth  of  tiie  Aristook,  and 
that  he  has  given  notice  to  the  land  agent  of  Maine 
that  unless  his  men  should  disperse  he  would  drive 
them  away;  and  the  hardy  freemen  of  that  state 
are  rallying  to  the  rescue.  All  this  (lie  president 
looks  at  boldly  and  camly,  with  a fixed  determina- 
tion to  support  Maine  against  such  an  unjust  at- 
tack; but  having  been  placed  in  a position  of  ex- 
alted eminence  by  the  people  of  the  whole  country, 
where  duty  requiies  him  to  stand  above  the  excited 
feelings  so  r.atuial  to  the  single  state  directly  inte 
rested  in  tile  contest,  and  to  view  the  question  in  its 
bearings  upon  the  whole  union,  he  says  that  if  sir 
John  Harvey  should  withdraw  his  forces,  he  will 
not,  in  that  event,  feel  himself  bound  to  send  tiie 
forces  of  the  United  States  to  the  support  of  Maine, 
should  she  determine  to  settle  the  controversy  for 
herself  by  arms.” 

I might  make  some  other  corrections,  such  as 
that  1 did  not  say  that  the  boundary  question  “had 
been  a vexed  question  ever  since  the  treaty  of 
1783,”  and  that  “this  territory  had  never  been  con 
sidered  for  a moment,  from  17S3  till  now,  as  a part 
of  Maine;”  having  endeavored  to  prove,  and  I 
think  successfully,  in  a report  to  the  senate  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  it  did  not  even  begin  to  be  a 
question  at  all,  until  the  conferences  whicli  pre- 
ceded the  treaty  of  Ghent;  but  I forbear  to  trouble 
you  further. 

I make  these  corrections  in  no  spirit  of  complaint 
against  the  reporter,  on  the  contrary,  considering 
the  lateness  of  tiie  hour  ami  tiie  length  of  the  de- 
bate, his  sketch  is  more  accurate  than  could  have 
been  reasonably  expected.  Yours,  very  respectful- 
ly, James  Buchanan. 


The  following  is  from  jhe  Kingston  Chronicle: 
\or.  VI.— £rs.  12 


Monument  at  North  Point.  At  a meeting 
of  the  “Maryland  Cadets,”  held  on  the  17th  inst. 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  unani- 
mously adopted: 

Whereas,  we  have  been  informed  that  the  monu- 
ment heretofore  erected  at  North  Point  for  the  pur- 
pose of  marking  the  site  of  the  battle  ground 
of  1814,  and  for  commemorating  that  event,  is  in  a 
state  of  dilapidation — and  believing,  a?  we  do,  that 


it  is  incumbent  upon  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  and 
will  be  a pleasing  duty  to  them  to  erect  upon  that 
spot  a monument  of  a size  and  durability  worthy  of 
the  place,  and  of  the  city  of  which  it  lias  been  truly 
said,  “She  gives  graves  to  her  invaders  and  monu- 
ments to  her  defenders,” — and  believing  also  that  no 
portion  of  her  citizens  could  take  the  lead  in  this 
matter  with  more  propriety  than  the  citizen  sol- 
diers of  Baltimore — the  successors  of  that  patriotic 
band,  who,  upon  that  ground  so  gallantly  met  and 
repulsed  the  invading  foe  in  1814. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  by  the  “Maryland  Ca- 
dets,” That  we  respectfully  suggest  to  all  our  fel- 
low soldiers  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  the  propriety 
of  talcing  immediate  measures  for  erecting  a monu- 
ment upon  the  battle  ground  at  North  Point,  and 
lor  the  purpose  of  maturing  plans  for  that  object, 
each  volunteer  company  in  the  city,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  requested  to  appoint  five  delegates,  who 
with  the  field  officers  of  the  city  are  invited  to  meet 
in  convention  on  Monday,  the  8th  of  July  next— - 
and  if  practicable,  we  further  suggest  that  the  cor- 
ner stone  of  the  proposed  monument  be  laid  in  due 
form  on  the  12th  of  September  next,  the  twenty-filth 
anniversary  of  the  battle. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  and  they 
are  hereby  appointed  delegates  to  the  proposed  con- 
vention from  the  “Maryland  Cadets:”  Levi  Falin- 
stock,  Archer  Ropes,  Joseph  B.  Williams,  Joseph 
C.  Manning,  William  Hope. 

Resolved,  That  the  editors  of  the  several  papers 
in  tiie  city  be  requested  to  publish  the  foregoing 
preamble  and  resolutions. 

Augustus  Newman,  chairman. 
Charles  A.  Grinnell,  secretary. 

Taxes  in  Illinois.  A writer  in  the  Jackson- 
ville Standard  makes  out  the  following  table  of  the 
taxes  of  a property  holder  of  that  town,  whose 
house  and  lot  is  worth  $ 1,000,  and  whose  personal 
property  is  worth  $500. 

State  tax  on  the  value  of  his  house  and  lot,  $2  00 
Do.  on  his  personal  property,  j qq 

County  tax  upon  the  value  of  house  and  lot,  5 00 
Do.  on  his  personal  property, 

Tax  to  support  paupers  on  house  and  lot, 

Do.  on  his  personal  property, 

Road  tax,  estimating  labor  at  its  value, 

Corporation  tax  on  house  and  lot,  value  up, 

$26  50 

This  phrase,  valued  up,  supposes  to  give  a ficti- 
tious value  to  the  house  and  lot,  by  raising  it  to 
$1,500  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  revenue. 
In  Peoria,  according  to  the  register,  the  taxes  of  a 
town  resident  with  the  same  amount  of  property, 
would  be: 

State  tax  on  house  and  lot,  $2  00 

Do.  on  personal  property. 

County  tax  on  house  lot,  1-5  percent. 

Do.  on  personal  property,  do. 

Road  tax,  3 days,  1 25  per  day, 

Corporalion  tax  on  house  and  lot,  | per  cent. 


$13  25 


Execution  of  Marsaud.  The  following  let- 
r lias  been  furnished  to  the  editors  of  the  Phila- 
delpia  Pennsylvanian: 

Bordeaux,  March  24,  1839.  Captain  Marsaud 
who  murdered  the  captain  and  part  of  the  crew" 
and  took  command  of  the  French  ship  Alexandre 
hich  vessel  was  seized  at  Newport,  Rhode  Is- 
land, some  time  since,  and  sent  tinder  the  com- 
mand of  an  officer  from  on  board  a French  man-of- 
war  lo  Bordeaux),  has  been  tried,  found  guilty 
and  executed  at  Bordeaux  (or  the  above  crime,  a 
_ oung  man,  his  second  officer,  has  also  been  tried 
and  found  guilty,  but,  on  account  of  his  age,  has 
been  recommended  to  mercy.  The  execution  of 
Marsaud  took  place  three  hours  after  the  passing  of 
his  sentence.  Before  his  death  he  made  a full  con- 
fession  of  all  his  crimes.  He  said  that  seven  men 
ere  thrown  overboard  by  his  order,  and  that 
the  mate  of  the  ship  imploringly  begged  of  him 
only  one  half  hour’s  lime  in  order  that  he  might 
write  to,  and  take  a last  farewell  of,  his  mother 
and  offered  him  (Marsaud)  the  sum  of  30,000 
francs  for  said  half  hour,  but  that  he  unmercifully 
denied  it  to  him.  } 


178 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  18,  1839— DREADFUL  STEAMBOAT  ACCIDENT. 


It  is  very  much  wondered  at,  in  Bordeaux,  why 
it  was  that  the  French  authorities  in  the  United 
States  experienced  so  much  difficulty  from  the 
American  magistrates  in  having  such  a monster 
given  up.  It  is  also  stated  that  four  of  the  pirati- 
cal crew  who  had  a hand  in  the  above  mutiny  and 
murders  are  still  in  the  United  States,  and  that  all 
the  entreaties  of  the  commander  of  the  French 
man-of-war  Bergere  could  not  induce  the  Ameri- 
cans to  give  them  up. 

New  Yop.k  city  council.  On  Tuesday  the 
newly  elected  mayor  and  city  council  of  New  York 
were  inducted  into  office.  Both  boards  of  the 
old  council  met  in  the  forenoon,  when  the  oath  was 
administered  by  the  late  mayor  to  his  successor. 
Alderman  Williams,  of  the  twelfth  ward,  was  cho- 
sen president  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  assis- 
tant alderman  Jarvis,  of  the  same  ward,  was  elect- 
ed to  the  chair  of  the  board  of  assistants.  In  the 
old  board  of  aldermen,  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
president  was  offered  by  alderman  Jeremiah,  who 
made  the  following  remarks  on  moving  it: 

Alderman  Jeremiah  rose  and  said  that  he  wished 
to  express  the  pleasure  which  he  felt,  upon  looking 
back  upon  the  year,  and  considering  the  happy 
manner  in  which  the  duties  of  the  chairman  had 
been  performed,  and  that  the  vote  of  thanks  which 
he  would  propose,  was  not  the  cold  formality  with 
which  he  might  offer  such  a tribute  to  any  man 
who  had  presided  over  public  deliberations  for  a 
year,  but  the  genuine  expression  of  his  satisfac- 
tion. He  then  offered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  in  closing  the  labors  of  the  pre- 
sent political  year,  the  members  of  this  board  have 
cause  lor  peculiar  felicitation  in  view  of  the  har- 
mony which  has  characterised  their  deliberations, 
and  which,  in  the  midst  of  the  excitement  conse- 
quent upon  a nearly  equal  division  of  political 
power,  has  not,  in  any  manifest  degree,  interfered 
with  the  discharge  of  public  duly. 

Resolved,  That  in  discharging  the  delicate  and 
frequently  difficult  duties  of  the  presiding  officer  of 
this  board,  Egbert  Benson,  esq.  has  merited,  and 
hereby  receives,  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the 
members,  for  his  impartiality  and  ability,  and  for 
that  high  regard  for  the  public  interests,  which  has 
so  eminently  distinguished  him. 

A large  number  of  persons  were  present  to  wit- 
ness the  ceremonies. 


LATEST  INDIAN  NEWS. 

From  the  Tallahasse  Star,  May  8. 

Once  more  we  are  compelled  to  darken  our 
columns  with  the  atrocities  of  the  unrelenting  and 
wakeful  Seminole.  All  has  been  quiet  for  some 
time  past,  but  it  was  only  the  fearful  calm  which 
precedes  the  storm. 

Lieutenant  Hulbert  was  a native  of  New  York, 
and  a graduate  of  West  Point.  We  sincerely  mourn 
the  loss  of  these  valuable  young  officers  of  our  army. 

The  following  letter  from  capt.  Peyton  we  pub- 
lish verbatim: 

St.  Mark’s,  May  7,  1839. 

Sih:  I have  this  moment  returned  from  Dead- 
man’s  Bay,  and  have  to  communicate  to  yon  the 
melancholy  intelligence  of  the  murder  of  lieutenant 
Hulbert  and  private  O’Driscoll,  of  the  6th  infantry, 
by  the  Seminoles. 

The  express  rider  between  Fort  Frank  Brooke 
and  Fort  Andrews  did  not  arrive  in  season,  and  lieu- 
tenant Hulbert,  with  ten  men,  went  out  from  the 
place  on  the  3d  of  May  to  ascertain  the  reason. — 
About  half  way  between  the  two  posts,  the  com- 
mand was  halted,  and  lieutenant  H.  with  O’Dris- 
coll, of  (F)  company,  went  on  in  advance,  intend- 
ing to  pass  the  night  at  Fort  Frank  Brooke. 

They  were  both  shot  by  a party  oflndians  at  the 
Fourteen  Mile  creek,  probably  while  watering  their 
horses.  O’Driscoll’s  horse  ran  into  Fort  Frank 
Brooke,  slightly  wounded,  and  gave  the  first  news 
there. 

Four  balls  were  shot  through  lieutenant  H.,  but 
neither  he  nor  the  soldier  were  scalped.  Both  bo- 
dies were  interred  on  the  4th  ultimo,  at  Deadman’s 
Bay.  The  express  rider  has  not  yet  been  found, 
and  but  little  doubt  is  entertained  of  his  death. — 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  PEYTON, 

Captain  and  assistant  quartermaster. 

Col.  W.  Davenport,  first  infantry,  commanding. 

From  the  news  received  from  Tampa  Bay,  it 
would  appear  that  the  Indians  are  determined  not 
to  treat  with  a view  to  emigration.  They  have 
heard  that  the  land  which  government  had  assign- 
ed them  west  of  the  Mississippi  cannot  be  found  on 
their  arrival — that  country  is  no  longer  theirs,  and 
they  are  naturally  angry,  and  resolved  to  remain 
where  they  are  at  all  hazards.  The  chief  of  the 
Tallahassees  said  at  Tampa  that,  if  the  soldiers 
were  sent  after  them,  they  would  fight  until  their 


powder  and  lead  was  gone,  and  then  with  bows  and 
arrows.  He  would  not  agree  to  hold  council  with 
general  Macomb,  for  he  was  certain  the  whites  had 
two  faces;  he  said  he  spoke  the  sentiments  of  all 
the  Indians  north  of  Tampa  Bay,  and  that  any  In- 
dian who  attempted  hereafter  to  come  in  to  the 
whites,  would  be  killed.  On  the  night  of  the  22d 
of  April,  about  one  hundred  hostiles  went  into 
Tampa,  and  took  away  some  thirty  friendly  Indians, 
who  were  waiting  to  emigrate.  During  the  night 
the  Tallahasse  chief  held  a long  talk  with  a Spani- 
ard, named  Jeane  Mantes  De  Oca,  who  speaks  the 
Indian  language  w'ell,  and  communicated  to  him 
what  we  have  narrated  above.  [Star. 


VERY  LATE  FROM  THE  PACIFIC. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Natchez,  capt.  Hayes, 
in  the  very  short  passage  of  sixty-eight  days  from 
Valparaiso,  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Gazette 
has  been  put  in  possession  of  Valparaiso  papers  to 
the  20th  of  February.  He  is  also  indebted  to  a 
mercantile  friend  for  the  annexed  extract  from  a 
letter  of  the  2d  of  March. 

‘'■Valparaiso,  March  2,  1839. 

“A  few  days  since  we  had  a report  from  an  out- 
post in  Peru  that  a battle  had  been  fought,  in  which 
the  Chilians  w-ere  victorious,  but  it  required  con- 
firmation. Last  evening  the  Boxer  arrived  from 
Callao  with  Lima  dates  to  the  5th  ultimo,  stating 
that  an  action  had  taken  place  at  Yungay,  on  the 
20th  January,  between  the  Chilian  and  Peruvian 
armies  of  about  5,000  men  each,  in  which  the  lat- 
ter were  totally  destroyed;  so  completely  had  been 
the  defeat  that  our  Lima  friends  consider  the  con- 
federation at  an  end.  General  Santa  Cruz  escaped 
with  some  of  his  officers,  and  has  gone  to  Bolivia 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  another  army;  but  he  is 
so  fallen  we  think  he  cannot  rise.  The  castles  of 
Callao  are  in  his  possession,  and  commanded  by 
his  favorite,  general  Moran,  who  has  in  them  1,500 
men,  well  provisioned,  it  is  said,  for  five  or  six 
months.  The  Chilians  were  daily  expected  in 
Lima.  Admitting  that  Santa  Cruz  has  lost  Peru, 
we  still  fear  it  will  be  the  scene  ol  civil  strife  for 
some  time  to  come,  for  already  the  party  now  com- 
ing in  are  quarrelling  among  themselves.  The 
foreign  property  had  been  taken  out  of  the  castles, 
and  deposited  on  board  vessels  in  the  bay  of  Callao, 
ready  to  be  entered  at  Chorillos,  should  that  port  be 
opened  during  the  siege  of  the  castles,  which  will 
probably  take  place.  Thus  stand  affairs  in  Peru  at 
our  last  dates;  no  business,  of  course,  was  doing, 
nor  would  there  be  until  affairs  were  settled. 

“The  United  States  ship  North  Carolina,  com- 
modore Ballard,  and  the  United  States  schooner 
Enterprize,  will  sail  for  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  the  U. 
States  on  the  15th  of  March,  and  the  sloop  of  war 
Falmouth  for  the  coast  of  Mexico  10th  of  March. 
The  ship  Angelique  arrived  from  Europe,  and  sail- 
ed for  Callao  18th  February  The  Henry  Lee, 
from  Boston,  arrived  21st  January.” 

The  following  is  the  official  account  of  the  bat- 
tle fought  at  Yungay,  between  the  Chilian  and  Pe- 
ruvian armies: 

“Colonel  D.  Pedro  Urriola,  commanding  the  bat- 
talion Colchagua,  which  took  a distinguished  part 
in  the  battle  of  Yungay,  has  arrived  here,  the  bear- 
er of  communications  which  announce  a most  glo- 
rious triumph  of  the  arms  of  Chili.  Col.  Urriola 
left  the  field  of  battle  ten  hours  after  the  victory. 

“Three  thousand  four  hundred  prisoners,  2,600 
killed,  the  whole  park  of  artillery,  the  commissa- 
riat w’ith  more  than  $90,000,  the  equipages,  horses, 
&c.  of  the  protector’s  army,  are  the  fruits  of  this 
victory.  Generals  Moran  and  Urdininea  were  kill- 
ed, the  first  in  the  battle  of  the  6th.  Generals 
Herrera,  Guiros,  Bermudes,  Otero  and  Armaza, 
are  prisoners,  the  last  mortally  wounded.  Santa 
Cruz  escaped  with  twenty  men  in  the  direction  of 
Junin.  It  is  believed  that  his  intention  was  for 
lea,  and  embark  at  Pisco,  but  a company  of  Chi- 
lian carbineers  with  horsemen,  who  had  been  kept 
in  reserve,  followed  rapidly  to  overtake  him.  The 
pretended  protector  abandoned  the  field  an  hour  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  battle. 

“General  Lafuente  would  march  toHuachowith 
two  squadrons  of  cavalry  and  two  Peruvian  bat- 
talions, and  would  be  in  Lima  and  Callao  on  the 
26th  and  28th  January.  General  Gamarra  would 
march  on  the  22d  January  for  Junin  and  the  south 
of  Peru,  with  a division  of  the  restoring  army; 
and  the  general-in-chief  would  follow  with  the  re- 
mainder, leaving  gen.  Lafuente  the  chief  military 
in  the  north  of  Peru.” 

There  appears  also  to  have  been  a naval  engage- 
ment, of  which  the  following  account  is  translated: 

“The  naval  combat  of  Casma  has  terminated  in 
a manner  equally  happy  to  the  arms  of  Chili.  Four 
vessels  armed  by  general  Santa  Cruz  attacked  the 
division  of  commandant  Simpson,  consisting  of  the 
corvettes  Confederation  and  Valparaiso  and  thc- 


barque  Santa  Cruz,  which  were  completely  defeat* 
ed,  with  much  damage,  and  the  loss  of  the  brigan- 
tine Arequipeno,  with  a crew  of  ?0  men.  The 
enemy’s  vessels  were  the  Edmond,  of  20  guns,  a 
barque  with  18,  the  Arequipeno,  of  9 guns;  and  a 
golette  with  2 swivel  guns.” 

Correspondence  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

Valparaiso,  March  2,  1839. 

We  have  just  received  advices  from  Lima  of  the 
total  defeat  of  the  army  of  general  Santa  Cruz,  at 
Yungay,  on  the  20th  January.  Santa  Cruz  escap- 
ed with  only  a few  men,  and  arrived  at  Lima  on 
the  24th.  He  has  garrisoned  the  castle  of  Callao 
with  1,300  men  under  the  command  of  gen.  Moran, 
and  supplied  them  with  three  months’ provisions. 
He  again  left  Lima  on  the  28th  for  the  south,  with 
the  purpose  of  re-organizing  a new  army.  We 
think,  however,  in  this  he  will  fail,  as  his  resources 
are  completely  exhausted.  We  consider  the  con- 
federation at  an  end.  The  probability  is,  there 
will  be  a revolution  in  Bolivia. 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  Valparaiso,  March  3,  1839. 

Just  imagine  the  astonishment  here  at  the  recent 
news  from  Peru — the  Chili  army  entirely  victorious 
— Santa  Cruz’s  boasted  one  cut  up  and  prisoners, 
with  four  of  his  generals,  himself  a fugitive,  with 
a few  men!  How  different  a result  from  that  pre- 
dicted by  his  proclaims  and  the  letters  ot  all  the 
foreigners — and  the  whole  gained  by  the  Chili 
infantry.  To  be  sure,  Santa  Cruz  charges  one  of 
his  colonels  with  treachery,  lor  which  he  was  shot 
down  on  the  spot  the  moment  it  was  discovered. 
Santa  Cruz’s  previous  advices  to  Garcia  del  Rio, 
which  reached  Lima  on  the  eve  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina’s departure  for  this  place,  and  which  was  all 
we  knew  here  until  this  last  intelligence  reached 
us,  were,  that  he  had  chased  the  Chilians  from 
Huaras,  and  intercepted  their  retreat  to  the  coast, 
and  they  were  now  his.  Using  “Talleyrand’s 
words,”  it  was  then  “le  commencement  du  fin”  of 
Chili  restoration.  It  will  prove  truly  the  com- 
mencement of  his  end,  and  I hardly  think  he  will 
be  able  to  hold  up  his  head  again,  morally  or  physi- 
cally. The  “con federation”  is  done,  to  all  intents 
arid  purposes.  Santa  Cruz  has  left  for  Cuzco  to 
bring  down  another  army — Moran,  in  the  mean 
time,  charged  with  the  castles  and  1,200  men,  and 
‘Virgil,’  prefect  of  Lima,  1,500  men.  The  latter’s 
orders,  it  is  said,  are,  that,  if  the  Chili  army  ap- 
proach Lima,  he  is  to  retire  under  the  castles  to 
await  the  return  of  the  protector,  who  will  be 
down  to  support  him  in  three  months.  In  the 
mean  time,  instead  of  marching  upon  Lima,  the 
governor  here  told  me  yesterday  that  Bulnes,  Ga- 
marra, and  Castillo  are  in  march  for  the  interior  via 
Janja,  and  have  no  intention  of  going  to  Lima;  that 
they  write  they  intend  following  up  Santa  Cruz,  so 
that  he  will  not  be  able  to  get  up  an  army  before 
they  have  gained  the  whole  country,  and  this,  in 
my  opinion,  is  decisive  policy.  Two  thousand 
men  are  now  ready  to  be  embarked  and  sent  to  any 
point  Bulnes  may  direct  them  to,  and  every  thing 
here  promises  the-greatest  success  in  this  adminis- 
tration’s views.  This  last  success  has  prostrated 
all  opposition  — national  pride  is  gratified— and  the 
government  relieved  from  a most  painful  situation. 

DREADFUL  STEAMBOAT  ACCIDENT. 

From  the  N.  O.  True  American  of  May  7 . 

The  steamboat  George  Collier,  which  lay  at  the 
wharf  opposite  the  custom  house  to  undergo  re- 
pairs for  some  time  past,  left  this  city  on  Saturday 
evening  last,  between  five  and  six  o’clock,  for  St. 
Louis.3  When  near  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  about 
80  miles  below  Natchez,  at  half  past  1 o’clock,  A. 
M.  a serious  accident  occurred,  which  proved 
dreadfully  destructive  of  human  life.  The  piston 
rod,  which  works  in  the  cylinder,  and  by  which 
the  engine  is  propelled,  being  attached  by  a key  or 
bolt  which  passes  through  the  tea  head,  gave  away 
at  the  rent  which  received  the  bolt,  and  being  re- 
lieved from  the  immense  weight  against  which  it 
had  to  struggle,  was  driven  through  the  cylinder 
head,  and  gave  free  room  for  the  steam  to  escape. 
The  aft  doors  of  the  deck  room  were  closed,  con- 
sequently the  effects  of  the  steam  were  unavoidable 
upon  the  locum  tenentes.  The  stands  were  thrown 
from  under  two  boilers,  but  the  concussion  was  not 
severely  experienced  on  the  boat.  The  most  of 
those  killed  and  injured  were  in  the  berths,  on  the 
deck  aft  of  the  boilers.  So  soon  as  the  accident  oc- 
curred, many  rushed  forward  unconsciously  in  the 
face  of  the  danger,  and  inhaling  the  heated  vapour, 
instantly  perished,  or  lived  to  linger  a few  hours  in 
indescribable  misery. 

It  is  supposed  that  between  forty  and  fifty  persons 
were  scalded.  The  clerk  of  the  Collier  rates  them 
at  forty-four,  consisting  of  deck  passengers  and 
part  of  the  crew  who  had  retired  or  were  stationed 
on  watch. 
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We  crossed  over  yesterday  to  see  the  Collier  and 
examine  the  extent  of  her  damage.  No  explosion 
seems  to  have  taken  place,  but  the  immense  force 
of  the  sudden  rupture  of  the  piston  at  the  key,  there- 
by disengaging  the  whole  propelling  power  from  the 
machinery  by  which  the  boat  was  moved,  impelled 
from  the  screws  the  cylinder  head,  and  deranged 
the  boiler  stands,  thereby  causing  a current  of  heat- 
ed vapor  to  escape,  which  was  fatal  to  all  who  came 
in  contact  with  and  were  exposed  to  it. 

W e have  scarcely  ever  seen  a more  heart  rending 
spectacle  than  the  dreadfully  scalded  yet  eking  out 
their  few  brief  hours  of  maddening  misery,  who  are 
yet  on  board  the  Collier,  and  where  every  attention 
and  kindness  is  paid  them  that  could  be  expected, 
and  which  may  tend  to  lessen  their  agony.  There 
are  aged  mothers,  with  fares  and  hands  and  necks, 
and  every  portion  that  could  come  in  contact  with 
the  hot  air,  dreadfully  blistered  and  presenting  a 
horrid  spectacle,  calling  for  the  lost  ones  whom  they 
will  see  no  more  and  forever.  There  were  strong 
stalwart  men,  calling  aloud  in  their  misery  for  their 
great  protector  to  relieve  them.  How  noble  did  the 
fortitude  of  some  of  the  females  appear!  The  fair 
skin  had  been  curled  and  crisped,  and  the  bright 
and  lustrous  eye  had  been  quenched,  or  the  irrita- 
tion had  closed  up  the  swelled  lids  and  shutout  the 
world’s  light.  What  must  have  been  the  agony — 
the  flesh  falling  from  the  red  lips — themselves  be- 
coming of  a sudden  soft  and  ready  to  fall  and  leave 
the  “face  divine”  a horrid  spectacle. 

We  cannot  conceive  how  the  acccident  might 
have  been  anticipated.  We  do  not  remember  to 
have  heard  of  one  of  a similar  kind.  The  steamer 
George  Washington  came  down  about  an  hour  and 
a half  after  the  accident,  and  towed  her  down.— 
Every  assistance  in  his  power  was  promptly  ren- 
dered by  capt.  Qnarrier  of  the  Washington,  than 
whom  there  is  not  a more  aimable,  attentive,  high 
minded  and  honorable  officer  on  the  western  waters. 
We  take  pleasure  in  according  to  capt.  Qnarrier 
his  just  deserts.  Below  will  be  found  a list  of  the 
the  passengers,  who  have  died  and  those  who  were 
badly  scalded.  The  accident  occurred  near  “Tuni- 
ca Bend.” 


NAMES  OF  THOSE  WHO  DIED. 


T.  J.  Spaulding,  fireman,  of  St.  Charles,  Mo. 

Chas.  Brooks,  deck  passenger,  residence  unknown. 
Wm.  Blake  do.  of  Boston  Mass. 

Crissen  Herring  do.  Germany. 

Mrs.  E.  Welsh,  ) , AT  n \ 

& two  children,  <do-  New  Orleans. 

John  O’Brien  and  wife. 

deck  do. 

New  Orleans. 

Seldon  J.  Brockqua, 

do. 

Poland,  Ky. 

John  Ideda, 

do. 

Fratrce. 

David  J.  Rose, 

do. 

New  Orleans. 

Dederick  Groe, 

do. 

Germany. 

Dederick  Cross, 

do. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Joseph  B.  Rosseuil, 

do. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Joseph  Lawrence, 

do. 

Park  co.  Indi’a. 

Peter  Smith, 

do. 

New  Orleans. 

Charlotte  Fletcher  and 
England. 

brother, 

deck  passengers, 

Bilch,  firemen,  unknown, 

Six  persons  whose  names  are  unknown. 


LIST  OF  SCALDED. 

Husselmonger,  deck  pas’r.  of  Germany,  badly. 

Mrs.  Christian  Herring,  do.  of  Germany,  badly. 
Francis  Buan  and  wife,  do.  do.  unknown,  slightly. 


Francis  Scruenelly,  do.  do.  St  Louis  do. 

Tnomas  Butler,  do.  do.  unknown,  do. 

Isaac  Baney,  do.  do.  do. 

Alfred  Davies,  deck  hand,  do.  do. 

John  Browne,  fireman,  do.  badly. 

James  McDonald,  do.  do.  do. 


Five  children  of  Adam  Woolridge  on  board- 

Some  of  them  badly  scalded. 

Slave  of  Thomas  Johnson  on  board,  slightly 
scalded. 

Isaac  Ideda,  deck  passenger  of  France,  badly 
scalded. 


THE  BRAGANZA  CASE. 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  gives  the  following  re- 
port of  the  case: 

Robert  Moore  examined — In  July  and  August 
last,  I was  2nd  mate  of  the  brig  Braganza;  she  sail- 
ed from  Philadelphia  on  the  7th  of  July;  Arnel  F. 
Turley  was  captain,  Thomas  Vanderslice  was  1st 
male,  and  I was  2nd  mate;  there  were  four  able 
seamen  and  a boy,  who  had  shipped  as  an  ordinary 
seaman.  Cornelius  Wilhelms  and  Joseph  Ver 
Bruggen,  the  prisoners  in  court,  were  part  of  the 
crew;  they  were  known  as  Bill  and  Joe;  there  was 
another  man  known  as  Harry,  who  shipped  at  Phi- 
ladelphia. under  the  name  of  John  Adams;  there  was 
also  a man  named  Hans  Knewdson,  and  a boy  who 
was  called  Jem:  I did  not  then  know'  his  proper 
name.  He  is  now  in  court  and  is  called  by  the 
name  ol  James  Davy;  there  was  a colored  cook 
named  Thos.  Brown:  these  nine  men  composed  the 


officers  and  crew.  Mr.  Deihl,  the  owner  of  the 
brig,  and  Mrs.  Deihl  and  the  captain’s  wife,  were 
passengers. 

On  Saturday  night  the  51  h of  August,  I left  the 
deck  a quarter  after  12  o’clock,  and  the  chief  mate 
Vanderslice  took  charge  of  it.  I can’t  say  positive- 
ly what  seamen  were  on  deck,  but  I know  it  was 
Vanderslice’s  watch  then;  and  Hantz  and  Joe  be- 
longed to  his  watch,  and  Adams  and  Wilhelms  be- 
longed to  my  watch.  1 don’t  know  if  the  seamen 
of  my  watch  remained  on  deck.  The  eldest  of  the 
prisoners  is  Wilhelms,  and  the  other  is  Joe  Ver 
B rugger. 

When  I left  the  deck  I retired  to  my  birth  in  the 
state  room  of  the  cabin.  The  captain  and  his  wife 
were  in  bed  in  the  starboard  berth,  and  the  owner 
and  his  wife  in  the  larboard  berth.  The  state  room 
in  which  I slept  was  farther  forward  than  the  berths 
in  the  cabin.  I fell  asleep  until  about  two  o’clock, 
when  I was  awoke  by  a cry  of  murder  on  the  deck; 
I thought  the  voice  crying  murder  was  that  of  the 
chief  mate,  and  I believe  so  still:  I heard  the  cry 
twice  repealed  after  I awoke,  and  I then  heard  a 
scuffle;  I leaped  out  of  bed  and  went  into  the  cabin 
and  found  the  captain  and  Mr.  Deihl  getting  out.  I 
went  straight  on  deck  the  captain  having  just  pre- 
ceded me;  he  was  not  then  armed  to  my  knowledge. 
I was  at  the  bottom  of  the  steps  and  he  was  at  the 
top  going  up;  on  reaching  the  deck  I saw  a person 
lying  on  deck  with  his  head  hanging  down  the  com- 
panion way:  It  was  a bright  night,  but  the  person 
was  so  covered  with  blood  that  I did  not  know  him 
until  he  spoke  to  me,  and  I then  recognized  him  to 
be  Vanderslice.  The  whole  crew  were  on  deck 
when  I went  up.  As  soon  as  I came  on  deck  I 
found  Joe  (Ver  Bruggen)  engaged  with  the  cap- 
tain, and  it  appeared  that  the  men  of  my  watch,  Bill 
and  Adams  had  not  then  engaged  in  the  scuffle;  but 
they  did  so  immediately.  I found  Joe  fighting  with 
a pump  break  in  his  hand,  and  Wilhelms  had  a 
sheath  knife  in  his  hand;  Hantz  or  Adams  had  no 
weapons  in  their  hands.  I took  a belaying  pin  in 
my  hands  to  defend  myself,  and  seeing  Joe  engaged 
with  the  captain,  I struck  at  him,  and  I believe  I 
also  struck  Hantz  who  attempted  to  catch  hold  of 
me.  We  then  scuffled  together  and  he  tripped  me 
and  I fell,  and  while  down  Joe  (Ver  Bruggen) 
struck  me  with  the  hand  spike,  and  Harry  (Adams) 
attempted  to  stab  me;  and  in  making  the  attempt 
cut  off  part  of  his  own  fingers.  While  the  others 
were  thus  engaged  with  me,  the  two  prisoners  were 
engaged  with  the  captain,  who  ran  down  the  cabin 
for  some  weapon  of  defence.  In  the  meantime 
Wilhelms  and  Adams  went  and  opened  the  gang- 
way, which  left  an  open  place  in  the  bulwarks  so 
that  a person  could  be  easily  thrown  over.  Hantz 
and  I were  still  scuffling,  and  two  ofthem,  Wilhelms 
and  Adams  took  hold  of  me  and  attempted  to  launch 
me  into  the  sea,  and  in  the  scuffle  Hantz  and  I went 
overboard  together.  Neither  of  us  however  touch- 
ed the  water;  we  both  of  us  caught  hold  of  the  guy 
rope  and  got  back.  Some  of  the  crew  threw  a 
rope  to  Hantz,  and  Joe  (Ver  Bruggen)  seeing  me 
holding  on,  look  a hand  spike  andktruck  me”with 
it  so  as  to  fracture  my  arm.  The  captain  had  in  the 
meantime  come  on  deck  with  a cutlass  which  at- 
tracted Ver  Bruggen’s  attention,  and  he  left  me  and 
I got  on  deck  in  an  extremely  exhausted  condition 
and  badly  wounded,  and  in  that  state  I crawled 
down  to  the  cabin,  where  I saw  Vanderslice  lying 
at  the  bottomof  the  stair  case.  While  I was  crawl- 
ing down  I saw  the  captain  held  down  on  the  deck 
by  the  two  prisoners,  to  whom  he  was  begging  for 
mercy,  saying  “spare  me  for  the  sake  of  my  poor 
wife  and  I will  forgive  you  every  thing  you  have 
done.”  As  soon  as  I got  into  the  cabin  they  spiked 
down  the  companion  way  which  prevented  any  per- 
son from  coming  up  from  the  cabin  to  assist  the 
captain.  I continued  to  hear  the  captain’s  cries 
for  mercy  during  two  or  three  minutes,  and  then 
every  thing  was  still.  After  that  I heard  some- 
thing fall  on  deck  and  the  cries  were  resumed, 
and  in  a few  minutes  I heard  a splashing  in  the 
water,  and  heard  a cry  from  the  captain  who  was 
floating  on  the  sea,  and  who  said,  “oh!  my  God  I 
am  dying.”  The  brig  was  not  then  going  more 
than  two  knots  an  hour.  I saw  the  captain  in  the 
water  from  the  cabin  window,  and  saw  him  fall 
astern  of  the  vessel.  While  looking  through  the 
window  I saw  him  endeavoring  to  swim,  and  heard 
him  utter  the  same  words  repeatedly,  and  that  was 
the  last  I heard  of  him.  The  ves'sel  had  passed 
away  from  him  before  he  sunk.  We  were  kept 
confined  in  the  cabin  and  I did  not  come  on  deck 
until  the  7th  day  after.  Every  day  we  communi- 
cated with  the  crew  through  the  cabin  windows, 
and  when  we  came  on  deck  we  found  Wilhelms  had 
the  command  of  the  vessel. 

In  our  communications  with  tile  crew  while  we 
were  confined  in  the  cabin,  they  told  us  that  they 
must  put  us  out  of  the  way  in  order  to  prevent  them- 


selves being  detected.  When  speaking  to  us  on 
the  subject  ihey  asked  us  for  several  things  in  the 
cat)in  which  we  refused  to  give,  until  we  knew 
whbt-they  would  do  With  us.  They  did  not  intimate 
to  us  what  they  intended  to  do  with  the  vessel  until 
a few  hours  previous  to  our  leaving  her.  In  a few 
hours  after  they  killed  (he  captain,  they  changed  the 
course  of  the  vessel,  and  in  a few  days  after,  they 
told  us  they  were  bound  to  the  British  channel. 

We  had  requested  them  to  let  us  on  deck  two  or 
three  days  before  they  did,  and  they  declined,  but 
did  not  give  their  reasons.  In  the  course  of  our 
communications  they  required  us  to  give  them  the 
fire  arms  which  were  in  the  cabin,  and  there  being 
no  amunition  we  consented  to  throw  them  overboard, 
and  did  so  through  a cabin  window.  They  also  re- 
quired us  to  give  up  some  of  the  nautical  instruments, 
and  money,  and  threatened  if  we  did  not  do  so,  to  ex- 
clude all  light  and  air  from  us,  and  they  put  a plank 
across  the  deck  lights  the  first  morning  to  prevent 
light  from  coming  in.  On  the  morning  of  the  2d 
day  they  told  us  we  had  not  given  them  all  the  spe- 
cie on  board,  and  if  we  did  not  give  it  up  they  would 
find  away  to  make  us.  On  the  same  morning  they 
endeavored  to  suflocate  us  by  burning  something 
close  to  the  bulkhead  of  the  cabin.  I hallooed  to 
them  and  promised  them  that  it  they  took  away  the 
smoke  1 would  see  if  there  was  any  more  property- 
in  the  cabin  and  give  it  to  them,  and  they  then  re- 
moved the  fire.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deihl  were  the  first 
persons  who  went  on  deck  when  we  were  let  out  of 
the  cabin.  On  that  morning  they  told  us  they  could 
see  a sail  from  the  cross  trees,  and  that  if  we  wished 
to  save  our  lives,  this  was  the  time,  and  they  said 
they  would  give  us  the  jolly  boat.  In  about  three 
hours  after  they  said  this,  we  were  let  on  deck. 
Joe  was  then  at  the  wheel,  and  the  other  four  men 
were  standing  round  the  companion-way.  Each  of 
them,  except  the  boy,  had  either  a knife  or  hatchet 
in  bis  hand.  Wilhelms  represented  himself  as  cap- 
tain, we  asked  for  the  long  boat,  which  they  at  first 
refused,  but  afterwards  gave  it  to  us,  and  allowed 
the  cook  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deihl  and  Mrs.  Turley 
and  I,  to  go  away  in  her.  We  left  the  mate  lan- 
guishing of  his  wounds,  and  too  weak  to  be  remov- 
ed. We  left  the  brig  at  two  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon, and  she  steered  N.  N.  E.  and  we  steered  S.  S. 
E.  and  were  picked  up  next  day  by  a brig  bound  to 
Greenock  in  Scotland. 

I arrived  here  26th  of  October  last,  and  never 
saw  the  prisoners  since  I left  the  vessel  until  this 
morning. 

Mr.  Deihl,  owner  of  the  Braganza,  was  next  ex- 
amined and  gave  substantially  the  same  account  of 
occurrences  of  the  last  witness.  Mr.  Deihl  found 
part  of  his  property  which  the  mutineers  took  from 
him,  in  custody  of  the  United  States  marshal  of 
this  city,  to  whom  it  had  been  sent  by  the  authorities 
where  the  prisoners  were  ariested. 

James  Davy,  examined. — I am  a native  of  Eng- 
land, 18  years  old.  I shipped  as  a boy  on  board  the 
Braganza  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  4th  or  8th  of  July, 
I am  not  certain  which.  I was  on  board  when  she 
left  Philadelphia,  and  was  out  about  30  days  when 
the  mutiny  commenced.  On  the  night  of  the  muti- 
ny I was  at  the  wheel  from  12  to  2 o’clock,  when  it 
was  taken  by  J.  Ver  Bruggen.  I then  went  for- 
ward and  laid  down  behind  a hen  coop  to  sleep,  it 
being  then  very  fine  weather.  I was  roused  from  my 
sleep  by  some  person  screaming  out,  who  I believe 
was  the  first  mate,  and  on  looking  about  I saw  a gene- 
ral scuffle  going  on,  but  could  not  tell  exactly  what 
part  each  person  was  taking  in  it;  but  I saw  Adams 
and  Ver  Bruggen  fighting  against  the  2nd  mate,  and 
the  two  others  against  the  captain.  I never  saw  the 
first  mate  at  all  at  that  time.  The  gangway  then 
went  overboard,  and  I saw  Ver  Bruggen  and  the 
2nd  mate,  and  John  Adams  had  a handspike  striking 
at  the  2nd  mate,  to  prevent  him  getting  upon  deck; 
he  w'as  then  holding  on,  striving  to  get  on  board. 
Joseph  Ver  Bruggen  and  Wilhelms  then  threw  down 
the  captain,  and  Ver  Burggen  knelt  on  his  neck, 
while  Wilhelms  went  to  fasten  the  fore  hatches. — I 
was  at  this  time  standing  at  the  hen  coop,  screech- 
ing out;  and  Cornelius  Wilhelms  came  and  told  me 
to  look  alter  the  steward,  and  not  let  him  break  out. 

I continued  crying  and  he  kicked  me.  Joseph  Ver 
Bruggen,  Cornelius  Wilhelms  and  Adams  were  the 
three  I saw  throwing  the  captain  overboard.  The 
2nd  mate  had  by  this  time  got  on  deck.  When  the 
captain  was  thrown  overboard,  he  caught  hofibof  the 
main-chains;  while  they  went  and  fastened  the  com- 
panion way.  By  the  time  they  had  done  that,  the 
captain  had  clirned  over  the  bulwark  atrd  got  on  the 
deck  and  fell  down  on  it. — When  the  captain  fell  on 
deck,  Wilhelms  took  a stick  and  beat  him  two  or 
three  times  with  it  on  the  head,  and  Wilhelms  and 
Adams  then  threw  hirn  overboard,  and  he  again 
caught  hold  of  the  main  chains,  but  was  too  weak 
to  climb  up,  and  begged  them  to  drag  him  in  and 
said  he  would  not  think  of  what  passed.  Wilhelme 


180 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  18,  1839— THE  WAVE. 


then  went  forward  and  got  the  cook’s  axe  and 
struck  at  the  spot  from  whence  the  captain’s  voice 
came,  bat  I could  not  see  the  captain’s  person,  from 
the  position  where  I then  stood.  Some  person  also 
threw  a stick  at  him,  but  I am  not  positive  which  of 
them  did  it.  I then  heard  the  captain  exclaim,  “O 
Mary,  dear  Mary,  I’m  dying!”  and  I saw  no  more  of 
him. 

The  crew  then  hauled  down  the  stern  sails  and 
put  them  in  the  sky  light  of  the  cabin.  Wilhelms 
told  me  to  go  aloft  and  send  down  the  studding  sails, 
which  I did.  Cornelius  Wilhelms  afterwards  acted 
as  captain  and  Hantz  as  mate.  Sometimes  one  of 
them  gave  me  orders  and  sometimes  another. 

That  morning  when  we  were  at  breakfast  Corne- 
lius Wilhelms  told  how  he  struck  the  captain  with 
the  handle  of  the  axe  when  he  held  the  main 
chain  to  prevent  himself  falling  into  the  sea;  Ver 
Bruggen  also  told  how  he  had  struck  the  chief  mate 
with  a hatchet,  and  that  when  the  captain  was  com- 
ing up  the  companion  way  he  struck  at  him  with 
the  hatchet;  but  the  captain  avoided  the  blow, 
and  returned  back  to  the  cabin  and  got  bis  cut- 
lass and  came  up,  and  struck  Ver  Brnggen  in 
the  arm  and  cut  him  and  made  him  let  go  the 
hatchet. 

After  the  long  boat  had  left  the  vessel,  the  muti- 
neers threw  the  first  mate  overboard,  although  he 
was  still  alive.  John  Adams,  one  of  the  mutineers 
hanged  himself  in  prison  at  Emden,  the  second  day 
after  he  was  arrested. 

After  the  mutineers  had  set  the  people  adrift  in 
the  long  boat  they  steered  for  the  British  channel 
and  continued  their  course  until  they  reached  a small 
island  near  Hanover,  where  they  ran  the  ship  ashore 
and  abandoned  her  and  went  on  to  Emden,  in  the 
king  of  Hanover’s  dominions,  where  the  report  of 
the  piracy  had  already  reached  through  the  English 
newspapers,  in  consequence  of  which  the  prisoners 
were  arrested  and  sent  here  for  trial. 

Thomas  Brown,  a colored  man,  who  was  cook  on 
board  the  Braganza,  was  next  examined,  but  his 
evidence  added  nothing  to  what  had  been  already  ad- 
duced. 

Hans  Knewdson,  who  has  been  also  indicted  for 
the  same  offence,  was  then  brought  into  court  to  give 
evidence  at  the  request  of  the  prisoners  but  declined 
doing  so. 

No  further  evidence  was  offered  and  the  case  went 
to  the  jury  about  10  o’clock  this  morning,  and  they 
returned  a verdict  of  guilty. 


CANADA. 

From  the  Globe. 

We  publish  below  an  interesting  correspondence 
in  relation  to  an  outrage  committed  on  the  American 
Hag  in  the  Welland  canal,  in  Canada. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  the  British  authorities  so 
prompt  in  disavowing  the  insult  and  injury,  and 
making  tenders  at  the  same  time  of  full  indemnity. 

A useful  lesson  is  thus  taught  to  many  of  the  de- 
famers  of  American  government,  as  it  seems  mani- 
fest that  some  lawless  and  violent  people  exist  on 
the  Canada  side,  and  sometimes  commit  aggressions 
on  our  peaceful  commerce  and  citizens  even  across 
the  border.  Less  taunting  remarks  should  be  used 
both  in  Canada  ami  England  in  regard  to  the  ability 
of  our  officers  entirely  to  prevent  every  kind  of  ex- 
citement or  outbreak  on  so  extended  a frontier. 
The  English  and  Canadians,  who  cannot  prevent 
such  attacks  as  that  on  the  Stephen  Girard,  even 
within  the  limits  of  Canada,  and  with  a powerful 
military  to  aid  the  civil  authorities,  should  not,  from 
their  glass  houses,  throw  stones  at  the  democrac}'  of 
this  country  for  ‘‘imbecility  in  preserving  order.” 
They  will  find  the  great  mass  of  our  people  as  ready 
as  themselves  to  acknowledge  and  redress  manifest 
wrongs,  when  not  able  to  prevent  them  amidst  such 
numerous  and  extensive  difficulties  as  exist  on  the 
Canadian  frontier,  aggravated  as  they  always  have 
been  by  foreign  agitators  and  refugees  from  Canada 
itself. 

Custom,  house,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  29,  1839. 

Sir:  On  Monday,  the  22d  inst,  a very  gross  out- 
rage was  committed  on  the  American  schooner 
“Stephen  Girard,”  captain  J,  C.  Hugunin,  while  in 
the  Welland  canai,  on  her  passage  from  Oswego  to 
Cleveland,  Tue  vessel  was  surrounded  by  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Canadian  militia,  who 
were  soon  to  be  disbanded.  They  forcibly  boarded 
his  vessel,  cut  the  halyards,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  down  the  American  colors,  which  in  the 
attempt  to  pull  them  down,  were  entangled  in  the 
crosstrees.  They  forced  the  captain  to  send  one  of 
his  men  aloft  to  bring  the  colors  down.  He  yielded 
to  the  violence  of  the  mob,  who  seized  upon  bis  co- 
lors, and  after  having  waived  them  in  derision,  tore 
them  into  pieces.  These  militiamen  naxt  attempted 
a destruction  of  the  vessel,  which  fortunately  es- 


caped from  the  canal  into  Lake  Erie,  amidst  a pelt- 
ing of  stones  by  the  mob,  and  with  the  loss  of  her 
jolly  boat,  which  they  destroyed. 

I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  evil  effects  of 
this  transaction,  so  outrageous,  and  so  calculated  to 
prevent  our  further  commerce  through  the  Welland 
canal,  have  been  fortunately  obviated  by  the  Cana- 
dian authorities,  in  the  immediate  arrest  and  con- 
finement of  the  militiamen  composing  the  mob,  and 
by  a course  of  measures  to  punish  them  with  the 
utmost  rigor  of  the  law. 

Captain  Hugunin  was  immediately  followed  by  a 
letter  from  lieutenant  colonel  Baldwin,  commanding 
the  battalion  to  which  the  militiamen  were  attached, 
expressing  the  regrets  of  himself  and  the  other  offi- 
cers of  that  battalion,  on  account  of  this  transac- 
tion; that  the  offenders  were  arrested,  and  had  been 
put  in  confinement,  and  would  be  punished;  that  in- 
demnity would  be  rendered  for  the  injury  sustained, 
and  that  a repetition  of  a similar  offence  would  be 
strictly  guarded  against. 

In  addition  to  this,  I forward  you  the  letter  of  R. 
A.  Tucker,  esq.  provincial  secretary  of  the  province 
of  Upper  Canada,  (having  retained  a copy),  in  re- 
lation to  this  subject,  together  with  a copy  of  my 
reply.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  STARKWEATHER, 

Collector  of  customs. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Government  house,  Toronto,  Jlpril  25,  1839. 

Sir:  An  account  has  just  reached  the  lieutenant 
governor,  that  a gross  insult  was  offered  by  some 
militiamen,  on  Monday  last,  to  the  master  of  the 
American  schooner  “Stephen  Girard,”  of  Oswego, 
while  that  vessel  was  lying  at  port  Colborne,  on  her 
way  to  Cleveland.  No  official  report  of  this  repre- 
hensible proceeding  lias  yet  been  received;  but  by  a 
letter  from  the  collector  of  port  Colborne  to  a direc- 
tor of  the  Welland  canal,  it  would  appear  that  some 
militiamen,  in  a state  of  intoxication,  boarded  the 
vessel,  cut  the  pennant  halyards,  and,  by  threaten- 
ing language,  compelled  the  master  to  throw  them 
on  shore.  They  also  endeavored  to  impede  the  pro- 
gress of  the  “Stephen  Girard”  through  the  canal; 
and  in  this  attempt  her  jolly  boat  was  materially 
injured. 

His  excellency  trusts  that  it  can  be  hardly  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  express  the  great  concern  he 
feels  on  this  occasion;  nor  is  it  his  wish  to  palli- 
ate an  offence,  the  commission  of  which  has  excited 
his  highest  displeasure. 

He  hopes,  however,  that  you  will  do  every  thing 
in  your  power  to  allay  tile  angry  feelings  to  which 
such  an  outrage  is  calculated  to  give  rise;  and  by 
the  publication  of  a true  statement  of  the  (acts  of 
the  case,  to  divest  it  of  that  false  coloring  with 
which;  it  will  probably  at  first  he  represented.  It 
will,  likewise,  perhaps  be  regarded  by  you  as  a part 
of  your  duty  to  direct  the  attention  of  your  country- 
try  men  to  those  lawless  and  cruel  aggressions  on 
this  province  which  have  provoked  an  act  of  a re- 
taliatory character  from  a few  drunken  soldiers;  and 
his  excellency  doubts  not  but  that  every  proper 
means  will  be  employed  by  the  public  functionaries 
at  Cleveland  to  compose  and  tranquilize  the  public 
mind.  In  the  same  spirit  he  authorises  me  to  assure 
you  that  the  perpetrators  of  outrage  shall  be  visited 
with  the  severest  punishment  our  laws  will  permit; 
and  that  such  effectual  means  shall  immediately  he 
adopted  to  prevent  its  recurrence,  as  will  ena- 
ble your  vessels  to  pass  through  our  canals  with- 
out the  slightest  danger  of  interruption  or  annoyance 
of  any  kind. 

For  your  further  satisfaction  on  this  point,  his  ex- 
cellency has  directed  an  intelligentjofficer  to  proceed 
instantly  to  Cleveland  to  afford  every  explanation 
that  can  reasonably  be  required  on  the  subject  of  my 
present  communication.  I have  only  to  add  that  it 
is  the  particular  desire  of  the  lieutenant  governor 
that  the  master  of  the  “Stephen  Girard”  should 
come  here  to  substantiate  the  charges  against  the 
militiamen,  who  are  now  under  confinement,  and 
that  he  may  rely  on  experiencing  protection  and 
kind  treatment  from  us.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

R„  A.  TUCKER,  provincial  secretary. 

S Starkweather,  esq.  collector  of  customs , Cleveland. 

Customhouse,  Cleveland,  (O.)  April  2d,  1839. 

Sis;  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  by  lieut.  Jones, 
special  messenger,  of  lieut.  gov.  Arthur,  relating  to 
the  outrage  lately  committed  by  some  Canadian 
militiamen  on  the  master  of  the  American  schoon- 
er Stephen  Girard,  while  passing  through  the  Wel- 
land canal,  on  her  passage  from  Oswego  to  Cleve- 
land. In  relation  to  the  same  affair,  letters  had  been 
previously  received  in  this  place,  addressed  to  capt. 
Hugunin,  the  master  of  the  vessel,  by  J.  Black, 


collector  at  Port  Colborne,  and  by  It.  col.  Baldwin’ 
commanding  the  battalion  to  which  these  militiamen 
were  attached,  expressing  the  indignation  of  the  of- 
ficers of  that  battalion  at  the  outrage  referred  to,  and 
giving  assurance  that  full  indemnity  would  be  ren- 
dered for  the  injuiies  sustained;  that  the  offenders 
would  be  signally  punished,  and  a repetition  of  any 
similar  offence  strictly  guarded  against. 

These  letters  were  published  in  our  newspapers, 
together  with  a true  account  of  the  transaction,  and 
had  the  effect  immediately  to  tranquilize  the  public 
mind,  and  to  allay  fears  as  to  any  future  disturbance 
of  our  commerce  on  the  Welland  canal,  which,  I am 
happy  to  say  will  not  receive  the  slightest  interrup- 
tion growing  out  of  that  unfortunate  affair. 

The  extreme  displeasure  manifested  by  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  your  province  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  and  his  solicitude  and  his  extraordinary  ef- 
forts to  bring  the  offenders  to  speedy  justice,  afford 
the  most  gratifying  evidence  that,  however,  great 
may  have  been  the  provocations  whic  h the  recent 
lawelss  aggressions  of  some  of  our  citizens  have 
produced,  the  Canadian  authorities  are  determined 
to  suppress  all  attempts  at  retaliation,  and  to  afford 
the  most  ample  protection  to  the  peaceable  inter- 
course of  our  citizens  with  the  people  of  your 
province. 

Captain  Hugunin,  in  obedience  to  the  wishes  of 
his  excellency  governor  Arthur,  will  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  Toronto,  to  appear  as  a witness  on  the 
trial  of  the  militiamen  who  committed  the  outrage 
referred  to.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respect- 
fully your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  STARKWEATHER, 
Collector  of  cu-sioms. 

To  It.  A.  Tucker,  esq.  provincial  secretary. 


THE  WAVE. 

It  is  gratifying  to  perceive  what  a single  vessel  be- 
longing to  the  war  department,  manned  and  conduct- 
ed by  her  officers  with  zeal  and  eneigy,  has  accom- 
plished: 

U.  S.  schooner  Wave, 

St.  Augustine,  April  20,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  arrival 
of  the  Wave  at  this  place,  from  an  examination  of  the 
eastern  coast  of  Florida,  with  the  result  of  her  ope- 
rations on  this  coast,  under  your  order  of  July  1838. 

The  barges  Shocco  and  Emmett,  with  which  this 
vessel  was  furnished,  commenced  their  operations 
within  the  Florida  reef  on  the  2d  September  last; 
and  with  the  aid  of  the  sloop  Panther,  (chartered 
with  the  approbation  of  general  Taylor,  and  now 
succeeded  by  the  schooner  Otsego),  it  is  believed 
that  the  Wave’s  force  has  penetrated  every  inlet  and 
indentation  of  the  southern  coast  of  Florida  suscep- 
tible of  approach  in  boats.  These  continuous  ex- 
peditions, if  they  have  not  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
any  of  the  illicit  trafficeis  with  the  hostile  Indians, 
have  been  eminently  successful  in  driving  them 
from  the  coast.  A suspicious  vessel  has  not  been 
inside  of  the  Florida  keys  since  November  last,  and 
but  one  since  the  object  of  the  Wave’s  visit  to  the 
coast  was  known.  Connected  with  the  suppression 
of  this  traffic,  the  Wave  has  been  enabled  to  render 
important  service  to  the  interests  of  navigation,  in 
determining  accurately  doubtful  points  of  the  Flori- 
da coast,  as  well  as  the  position  of  the  western  por- 
tion of  it,  which  had  never  before  been  subjected  to 
the  examination  of  the  surveyor.  The  enterprise 
of  the  Messrs.  Blunt,  of  New  York,  placed  at  my 
disposal  the  means  to  effect  this. 

In  connection  with  these  duties,  the  discharge  of 
others  of  a more  pleasing  character  devolved  upon 
us.  Seventy  fellow  beings,  who,  amidst  the  horrors 
of  the  tempest,  had  been  cast  on  the  eastern  coast 
of  Florida,  were  rescued  from  the  doom  which 
awaited  them  from  the  Indians,  and  transported  to 
Key  West.  They  were  the  crews  and  passengers 
of  the  steamer  Wilmington  and  the  Spanish  brig 
Triumfante.  Assistance  was  likewise  rendered  to 
the  following  vessels  in  distress: 

The  brig  Bogota,  bound  to  Key  West  from  New 
Orleans,  knocked  her  rudder  off  on  Carysford  reef; 
hung  it  for  her,  and  sent  her  to  sea. 

Found  the  wreck  of  the  brig  Aina,  captain  Tho- 
mas, of  Portland,  Maine,  on  the  eastern  coast, 
about  twenty-five  miles  north  of  Cape  Florida,  in 
possession  of  a small  party  of  Indians.  Her  crew 
had  been  murdered,  with  the  exception  of  two.  We 
killed  three  and  wounded  two  of  the  Indians  in  their 
flight,  and  destroyed  three  canoes.  Found  the  bo= 
dies  of  two  of  the  brig’s  crew,  and  burnt  her. 

The  brig  Exit,  from  Baltimore  for  New  Orleans, 
via  St.  Marks,  was  ashore  on  Somhrero  reef  in  Oc- 
tober; assisted  her  to  get  off,  and  saw  her  safe 
through  the  reef. 

The  steamer  Wilmington,  ashore  fifty  miles  north 

of  Cape  Florida,  was  a total  loss;  saved  the  crew 
and  passengers,  thirty  in  number,  with  their  person- 
al effects,  and  landed  them  in  Key  West. 
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Saved  die  crew  and  passengers,  forty  in  number, 
with  their  personal  effects,  of  the  Spanish  brisj; 
Trinnifante,  asnore  sixty  miles  north  of  Cape  Flori- 
da. Took  from  her  sixty  muskets,  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  of  lead,  two  hundred  and  eighty  bales  of 
cotton  and  moveables  appertaining  to  her  equipment, 
transported  them  to  Key  West,  and  burnt  the  vessel. 

In  January,  found  the  United  States  schooner 
Gra  inpus  inside  the  reef,  having  beaten  over  Pickle’s 
reef;  furnished  her  a pilot  and  such  assistance  as 
was  required  to  take  her  to  sea. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  result  of  the  Wave’s  operations 
on  this  coast  up  to  the  present  date;  and,  if  a self- 
denying  perseverance  and  untiring  energy  insure 
success,  then  have  the  officers  and  crew  I have  the 
honor  to  command  ejected  all  that  could  be  antici- 
pated from  so  small  a force.  To  them,  through 
you,  sir,  I would  take  this  occasion  to  tender  iny 
sincere  thanks  for  the  cheerful  and  able  manner  in 
which  they  have  executed  every  order  and  service 
required  of  them. 

The  Wave  will  sail  to-morrow  for  the  reef,  ex- 
amining, on  her  route,  the  eastern  coast.  She  will 
then  relieve  the  Otsego  on  the  western  coast,  and  be 
replaced  by  her  on  this.  The  revenue  cutter  Camp- 
bell, lieutenant  commander  N.  C.  Coste,  placed  un- 
der my  orders  in  December  last,  is  retained  within 
the  reef,  where,  with  the  boats,  she  can  be  most  ad- 
vantageously employed.  This  vessel  is  so  far  de- 
cayed that  her  commander  reports  her  wholly  un- 
fitted fer  sea  service  or  duty  on  the  coast.  Very 
respectfull v.  sir,  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

john  j.  McLaughlin,  Ueut.  comdt. 

The  hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war,  Washing- 
ton city. 


IRISHMEN  AND  SONS  OF  IRISHMEN. 

At  a numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of  Irish- 
men and  sons  of  Irishmen,  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  the  third  of  April,  at  Ryan’s  “Democratic 
Head  Quarters,”  Chestnut  street,  alderman  John 
Binns  was  called  upon  to  preside,  and  Mathew 
Carey,  Bernard  Duke,  cot.  W.  H.  Elsegood  were 
appointed  vice  presidents;  and  Stephen  Edward 
Rice,  John  C.  Doyle,  and  Wen.  Young  were  ap- 
pointed secretaries. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  the  call  for  it  being 
read  from  the  chair,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
object  of  the  meeting  was  to  consider  whether  the 
liberal,  generous  and  enlighted  sentiments  recently 
expressed  by  gov.  Seward  toward  emigrants  of  all 
nations,  did  not  demand  some  expression  of  grati- 
tude towards  their  author.  To  exhibit  the  senti- 
ments entertained  by  one  of  the  most  pure  and  en- 
lightened of  our  public  men,  the  chairman  read  a 
letter  from  a commiltee  of  naturalized  citizens,  in 
1813,  to  James  Madison,  the  then  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  his  answer.  The  opinions  and 
feelin '3  manifested  in  this  correspondence  were  so 
entirely  in  accordance  with  those  of  the  meeting, 
that  they  unanimously  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved , That  the  chairman  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish a committee  with  a copy  of  both  letters  for 
publication. 

Several  gentlemen  having  addressed  the  meeting, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be  now  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a preamble  and  resolutions  for 
the  consideration  of  the  meeting.  The  following 
committee  was  appointed:  Philip  Banks,  Stephen 
E.  Rice,  John  C.  Doyle,  John  Killion  and  doctor 
Young.  1 he  committee  retired,  and,  after  some 
time,  made  the  following  rpport: 

Whereas , This  meeting  having  heard  with  affec- 
tionate respect  and  cordial  giatitude,  the  language 
held  by  governor  Seward  to  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  in  which,  with  peculiar  ele- 
gance and  energy,  he  recommends  that  emigrants 
lrom  every  country,  who  come  to  the  U.  States  to 
make  it  ttieir  home,  shall  not  only  be  welcomed  and 
naturalized  according  to  law,  without  regard  to  the 
place  of  their  birth  or  their  religious  creed,  but  that 
they  shall,  in  truth,  in  fact,  and  in  good  faith,  be 
admitted  into  the  American  family,  as  members, 
one  and  indivisible,  with  the  native  bor  citizens  of 
the  republic;  and,  whereas  such  sentiments  claim 
our  highest  approbation,  and  call  upon  “Irishmen 
and  the  sons  of  Irishmen”  to  make  known  how  sen- 
sibly they  feel,  and  how  fully  they  appreciate  the 
character  of  the  statesman  who  not  only  entertains, 
b it  desires  to  carry  into  full  operation  such  an  en- 
lighted and  liberal  course  of  public  policy;  where- 
fore,  be  it,  and  it  hereby  is 

Resolved , That  a committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider of  the  most  suitable  and  appropriate  manner  of 
conveying  to  his  excellency  governor  Seward  some 
testimonial  of  our  esteem  ani  gratitude. 

The  repoit  of  the  committee  being  accepted,  and 
the  resolution  proposed  being  unanimously  adopted, 


the  following  resolution  was  adopted  in  the  same 
spirit  of  unanimity: 

Resolved , That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed, 
to  whom  the  above  report  and  resolution  shall  be 
referred,  with  instructions  to  devise  some  plan  to 
carry  it  into  effect,  and  to  report  to  an  adjourned 
meeting  to  be  held  at  this  place  on  Monday  even- 
ing next,  at  half  past  7 o’clock,  and  that  they  be 
vested  with  discretionary  powers  in  their  call  for 
the  adjourned  meeting,  to  publish  such  parts  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  meeting  as  they  shall  think 
proper. 

Whereupon,  the  chairman  appointed,  as  the  com- 
mittee, Philip  Banks,  Stephen  E.  Rice,  John  C. 
Doyle,  John  Killion  and  Dr.  Young’,  which  appoint- 
ment was  approved  by  the  meeting,  which  directed 
that  Alderman  Binns  should  be  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

The  chairman  having  left  the  chair,  and  vice 
president  Bernard  Duke  having  been  called  to  it, 
the  meeting,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Abbott,  unanimously 
adopted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  sincere  and  cordial  thanks  of 
this  meeting  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  given  to  al- 
derman John  Binns  for  tiie  ability  and  impartiality 
with  which  he  has  discharged  the  various  duties  of 
chairman  of  this  assembly. 

Monday  evening,  April  8. — -The  meeting  was  or- 
ganized by  the  call  of  alderman  Binns  to  the  chair. 
The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  being 
called  upon  for  their  report,  it  was  read  from  the 
chair,  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
of  a committee  made  to  a meeting  of  “Irishmen 
and  the  sons  of  Irishmen,”  held  at  Ryan’s  Demo- 
cratic Head  Quarters,  on  Wednesday  evening,  the 
3d  of  April  instant,  have  had  the  matter  referred  to 
them  under  their  consideration,  and  respectfully 
tender  the  following  report: 

That  it  wouid  be  entirely  in  accordance  with  the 
acknowledged  generous  spirit  and  grateful  hearts  of 
the  Irish  people,  for  that  portion  of  them  which 
have  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  make 
known  to  governor  Seward  the  sentiments  they  en- 
tertain towards  him  for  his  recent  official  annunci- 
ation of  his  anxious  desire  that  emigrants  from  all 
nations,  who  come  to  the  United  States  to  make  it 
their  home,  shall  be  received  kindly,  treated  with 
affectionate  regard,  and  not  only  be  entitled  to  all 
the  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  of  native-born 
citizens,  but  that,  in  truth  and  in  practice,  they 
shall  be  regarded  as  one  and  i rid i visable — -and,  fur- 
ther, the  committee  think  it  would  be  well  for  this 
meeting  of  “Irishmen  and  the  sons  of  Irishmen”  to 
accompany  the  expression  of  such  feelings  and 
opinions  with  a splendid  piece  of  plate,  with  a suit- 
able inscription,  to  be  for  us  and  our  posterity,  and 
to  governor  Seward  and  his  posterity,  a perpetual 
memorial  of  our  grateful  feelings  and  of  his  gene- 
rous sentiments;  wherefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  seven  be  appointed 
to  carry  into  full  effect  the  recommendation  which 
has  just  been  read,  and  to  make  known  their  pro- 
ceedings at  a future  meeting  to  be  called  by  them 
at  this  place. 

Whereupon,  the  following  committee  were  ap- 
pointed: Mathew  Carey,  Robert  Patterson,  S.  E. 
Rice,  J.  C.  Doyle,  John  Killion,  Philip  Banks  and 
Dr.  Young,  to  which  was  added  the  chairman  of 
the  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  be  appointed 
to  receive  subscriptions  lor  the  purchase  of  a piece 
of  plate  to  be  presented  to  gov.  Seward,  with  a suit- 
able inscription,  to  be  a lasting  memorial  of  the 
grateful  feelings  of  “Irishmen  and  the  sons  of  Irish- 
men,” and  a perpetual  evidence  of  the  generous 
and  enlightened  sentiments  of  an  American  states- 
man. 

After  some  appropriate  explanatory  remarks  lrom 
Mr.  John  C.  Doyle,  lie  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, whicli  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Philip  Banks,  who, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  gave  an  account  of  the 
origin  of  the  call  for  the  meeting  on  the  3d  instant. 
Alter  several  other  persons  had  addressed  the  meet- 
ing, the  resolution  was  put  and  carried  unanimously. 

Resolved,  That  our  expression  of  the  approbation 
we  entertain  in  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the 
message  of  governor  Seward,  is  riot  made  known 
from  any  wish  to  have  any  influence  on  the  pend- 
ing charter  election  in  the  city  of  New  York,  or 
from  a desire  at  all  to  bias  public  opinion,  but  sim- 
ply to  publish  the  grateful  effusion  of  the  hearts  of 
Irishmen  of  all  political  parties  for  the  manly  stand 
taken  in  their  behalf  by  this  truly  patriotic  go- 
vernor. 

Stephen  E.  Rice,  esq.  after  some  pertinent  re- 
marks, moved  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  without  a dissenting  voice: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are 
justly  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  editors  of 


the  World,  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  Herald  and 
Sentinel,  United  States  Gazette,  Pennsylvanian, 
American  Sentinel,  Evening  Star,  and  such  other 
editors  as  have  had  the  kindness  not  only  to  pub- 
lish the  calls  for  the  meetings,  but  to  accompany 
them  with  expressions  of  kindness  to  us  and  to  our 
countrymen. 

It  was  then  proposed  that  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting,  and  that  of  the  meeting  on  the  3d  inst.  be 
published.  This  resolution  give  rise  to  much  speak- 
ing without  much  difference  of  opinion,  and  was 
finally  unanimously  adopted,  with  instructions  to 
the  committee  that  they  should  not  publish  until 
after  the  New  York  charter  election.  By  order  of 
ttie  meeting,  JOHN  BINNS,  Chairman. 

Stephen  E.  Rice,  I 

John  C.  Doyle,  > secretaries. 

Win.  Young.  ) 

It  is  rather  late  to  present  the  above  as  news,  but 
as  the  proceedings  recorded,  have  been  misconceiv- 
ed by  some,  and  misrepresented  by  othei'3,  it  has 
seemed  due  to  the  gentlemen,  that  we  should  make 
a record  not  only  of  the  acts  of  the  meeting,  but  the 
subjoined  letter  from  governor  Seward  of  New 
York,  to  one  of  the  officers: 

Albany  April  24 th,  1839. 
Stephen  Edward  Rice,  esq. 

Dear  sir:  Your  kind  letter  of  the  20th  inst.  has 
been  received.  I have  no  language  to  express  the 
feelings  which  have  been  called  forth  by  the  de- 
monstration of  kindness  towards  me  by  adopted 
citizens  in  Philadelphia.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
is  enough  of  national  interest,  of  national  ambition, 
and  of  national  pride  in  this  country,  to  enable  us 
to  banish  all  sectional  feelings,  and  all  hereditary 
prejudices,  and  enough  of  philanthropy  involved  in 
the  success  of  our  form  of  government,  to  rally  all 
our  fellow  citizens,  whatever  may  be  their  birth  or 
lineage,  around  our  democratic  institutions.  These 
institutions  ought  to  be  regarded  notj  merely  as  de- 
signed to  secure  the  “largest  liberty”  to  the  great- 
est number  of  our  own  citizens,  but  as  the  means 
of  extending  throughout  the  world  the  knowledge 
of  the  inalienable  right  of  man  to  self-government, 
and  of  the  means  by  whicli  that  inestimable  right 
may  be  established  and  secured.  I feel  that  I can- 
not err  in  inculcating  philanthropy  even  broader 
than  patriotism,  and  a love  of  liberty  as  compre- 
hensive as  human  society. 

With  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  kindness 
expressed  in  your  letter,  I remain,  very  respectful- 
ly, your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


VETO  MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 

of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen:  The  bill  entitled  “an  act  making 
appropriations  to  certain  turnpikes,  state  roads, 
&c.  within  this  commonwealth,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,” has  been  presented  to  me  for  executive  ap- 
probation; but  as  I cannot  give  that  approbation  to 
this  bill,  consistently  with  my  own  sense  of  duty, 
I return  it  to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  which 
it  originated,  with  my  objections. 

It  makes  large  appropriations  to  the  payment  of 
the  debts  of  several  incorporated  companies:  to  the 
building  of  bridges:  the  improvement  of  streams: 
the  repair  of  various  turnpike  roads:  and  the  build- 
ing a hall  in  the  city  of  Lancaster — many  or  all  of 
which  objects  might  be  perfectly  proper  and  right, 
had  the  commonwealth  a superabundance  of  funds. 
But  at  a time  when  weave  laboring  under  an  exist- 
ing state  debt  of  upwards  of  thirty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  it  would  be  either 
prudent  or  proper  to  borrow  money,  or  tax  the 
people  to  raise  funds  to  give  away,  with  so  profuse 
a hand,  on  improvements,  many  of  which  are  se- 
condary at  least,  in  character  and  general  import- 
ance. If  it  were  even  advisable  to  increase  the 
state  debt  for  this  purpose,  under  any  circumstan- 
ces, the  present  is  not  a propitious  time,  as  there  is 
difficulty  in  procuring  money  for  existing  responsi- 
bilities on  favorable  terms,  and  that  difficulty  would 
no  doubt  be  increased,  by  increasing  the  amount 
reqnired. 

[Here  follows  a list  of  the  appropriations.] 

The  primary  object  avowed  by  all  departments 
of  the  government  in  the  commencement  of  our 
system  of  internal  improvements,  was  to  secure  to 
the  commercial  emporium  a due  portion  of  the 
increasing  western  trade  or  commerce,  and  to  de- 
velope  the  immense  mineral  resources  of  this  com- 
monwealth, distributed  throughout  the  coal  and 
iron  fields  in  such  exhaustless  abundance,  and  the 
agricultural  productions  of  her  fertile  valleys  in  her 
interior,  northern  and  western  counties.  To  carry 
this  design  into  operation,  the  main  lines  between 
Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  and  the  lakes,  were 
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first  undertaken,  and  the  coal  and  iron  fields  of  the 
north  and  northwest  penetrated  by  the  Susquehan- 
na canals. 

The  immediate  tributaries  of  the  main  lines, 
opening  into  rich  mineral  deposites,  of  course  form 
a part  of  the  system,  and  are  necessary  to  its  en- 
tire completion.  To  secure  the  trade  of  the  wes- 
tern states,  and  of  the  northwestern  portion  of  New' 
York,  was  also  an  essential  object  of  the  founders 
of  our  improvement  system. 

Experience  clearly  demonstrates  the  wisdom  and 
sound  policy  of  the  undertaking.  Had  all  the  ener- 
gy and  means  of  the  commonwealth  been  devoted 
to  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  this  system  in  its 
original  simplicity,  the  state  would  now  be  reaping 
the  full  fruits  of  her  expenditures,  and  the  public 
debt  would  not  have  been  swelled  to  its  present 
enormous  amount.  Influenced,  however,  by  un- 
fortunate causes  and  counsels,  the  legislation  of  the 
state  has  recently  tended  to  distract  the  attention, 
and  divide  the  means  of  the  public,  by  the  prosecu- 
tion of  various  undertakings  unconnected  with  the 
main  lines,  and,  in  many  instances,  wholly  for  the 
benefit  of  private  companies;  thus  placing  the  pub- 
lic means  under  their  unlimited  control,  when  the 
faith  of  the  commonwealth  was  already  pledged  to 
apply  its  resources  to  the  completion  of  it3  own 
works,  and  to  the  payment  of  its  own  liabilities.  It 
is  manifest  at  a glance,  that  just  so  far  as  the  ori- 
ginal system  has  been  departed  from,  so  far  has  the 
system  itself  been  retarded,  and  the  public  money 
been  squandered  upon  unproductive  objects.  I do 
not  mean  to  say  these  objects  may  not  have  been 
of  great  value  to  particular  sections  and  particular 
individuals;  but  the  public  at  large  had  not  the 
same  interest  in  them,  nor  could  their  commence- 
ment, or  even  completion,  materially  contribute  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  main  design.  I rank  them, 
accordingly,  among  that  class  of  secondary  im- 
provements, which  should  not  be  undertaken  by  the 
commonwealth,  while  others  of  much  greater  im- 
portance remain  unfinished  and  unprofitable. 

It  has  only  been  within  the  last  few  years,  that 
this  infraction  of  the  internal  improvement  system 
has  been  carried  to  the  greatest  extent.  The  drains 
upon  the  treasury  of  the  commonwealth,  through 
a thousand  unseen  channels,  have  frittered  down  her 
resources,  crippled  her  energies  and  involved  her 
in  the  most  inextricable  difficulties.  To  a person 
not  intimately  acquainted  with  the  facts,  it  would 
be  a question  not  easily  to  solve  from  an  examina- 
tion of  the  recent  appropriation  bills,  whether  the 
main  lines  of  our  improvements  were  prosecuted 
on  account  of  their  own  intrinsic  importance,  or 
merely  as  pretexts  for  lavishing  upon  numberless 
other  subordinate  objects,  millions  of  dollars  of  the 
money  of  the  people.  In  some  instances,  as  in  that 
of  the  bill  under  consideration,  the  appropriations 
to  secondary  objects  have  been  made  first,  while 
the  appropriations  to  the  main  lines  have  thus  far 
failed  entirely.  It  will  be  but  one  step  further  in 
the  departure  from  the  original  system,  to  drop  the 
main  lines  altogether,  and  henceforth  disperse  the 
treasure  of  the  commonwealth  among  incorporated 
companies,  local  prejudices,  local  interests  and  ex- 
pert bargaining  to  secure  in  the  general  scramble, 
the  largest  share  of  the  public  money. 

It  is  far  from  my  intention  to  attribute  to  any  ot 
these  motives,  or  to  the  influence  of  any  of  these 
causes,  the  formation  of  the  present  bill.  I am 
speaking  of  the  direct  tendency  of  this  course  of 
legislation — to  what  consequences  it  must  inevita 
bly  lead,  not  to  what  result  it  has  already  reached 
in  its  progressive  influence  on  the  legislation  of  the 

commonwealth. 

Unless  a radical  change  of  my  opinion  should 
take  place,  I can  never  yield  my  sanction  to  the 
predominancy  of  this  innovation  on  our  internal 
improvement  system.  I conceive  it  to  be  at  open 
variance  with  judicious  economy,  sound  policy 
and  enlightened  legislation. 

Thus  viewing  it,  I should  be  recreant  to  my  duty 
were  I to  sanction  this  bill.  No  man  can  be  more 
reluctant  than  I am  to  exert  the  veto  power.  I 
shall  never  do  it  on  light  or  trivial  occasions;  still 
less  shall  I claim  to  set  up  my  opinion  in  opposi- 
tion to  that  of  the  two  houses  of  assembly;  but 
when  the  completion  of  the  mainlines  of  improve- 
ment and  the  interest  of  the  people  are  all  involved 
in  a measure,  1 cannot  hesitate  in  the  adoption  of 
my  course. 

It  is  highly  desirable,  no  doubt,  to  those  con- 
cerned, that  the  debts  of  all  turnpike  companies, 
and,  in  fact,  all  other  companies  in  the  common- 
wealth, should  be  paid.  But  the  question  is,  at  this 
time,  shall  we  borrow  money  to  pay  them,  when  it 
requires  the  joint  exertion  of  every  branch  of  the 
government  to  sustain  its  credit,  which  has  been 
already  stretched  to  its  utmost  limit  to  satisfy  exist- 
ing liabilities,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  incident 
to”  the  management  of  public  affairs?  I canBot  be- 


lieve the  people  of  Pennsylvania  are  prepared  to 
answer  this  question  in  the  affirmative.  If  I have 
misconceived  my  duty,  or  misunderstood  the  public 
sentiment,  it  is  a gratifying  consideration  than  an 
ample  remedy  is  provided  by  the  constitution. — 
Claiming  only  the  merit  of  rectitude  of  intention,  I 
cheerfully  commit  this  bill  to  the  action  of  the  le- 
gislature, and  to  the  final  judgment  of  the  people, 
satisfied  that,  on  this,  as  on  all  other  subjects,  they 
are  the  best  judges  of  their  own  interests,  and  of 
the  fidelity  of  their  public  servants. 

Although  not  necessarily  connected  with  the 
main  subject  of  this  communication,  it  seems  to 
me  not  to  be  improper  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  again  to  the  means  of  increasing  the 
credit  of  the  state,  and  of  rendering  it  at  all  times 
more  certainly  available.  During  the  existence  of 
our  present  currency,  mainly  composed  as  it  is  of 
paper,  fluctuations  in  our  pecuniary  affairs  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  are  perhaps  unavoidable. — 
Apprehensions  of  this  state  of  things,  frequently 
operate  to  deter  capitalists  from  advancing  money 
to  the  state  when  required  for  public  purposes.  It 
is  believed  that  the  evil  would  be  principally  re- 
moved, if  provision  were  made  by  law,  for  paying 
the  loan  holders  the  interest  on  the  loans,  at  all 
times,  in  gold  or  silver,  or  in  equivalent  funds,  at 
their  own  discretion. 

This  would  be  right  and  just,  because  the  money 
loaned  to  the  commonwealth  was  of  the  same  kind, 
and  the  interest  on  it  should  be  paid  in  a medium 
as  valuable  to  the  creditors  a3  the  original  advance- 
ment. I respectfully  suggest  to  the  legislature  the 
propriety  of  inquiring  into  the  subject,  and  of  adopt- 
ing such  measures  as  are  compatible  with  sound 
policy  and  enlightened  justice.  No  occasion  should 
be  spared,  either  on  the  part  of  the  executive  or  of 
the  legislature,  to  impart  to  the  credit  and  stand- 
ing of  this  great  commonwealth  all  the  strength  and 
stability  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  her  native 
resources,  and  the  industry,  enterprise,  and  inte- 
grity of  her  citizens.  DAVID  R.  PORTER. 

Executive  Chamber,  May  9,  1839. 


SWARTWOUT  DEFALCATIONS. 

Report  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  chosen 
by  ballot,  by  the  house  of  representatives,  Janu- 
ary 17  and  19,  1839,  on  the  subject  of  the  de- 
falcations of  Samuel  Swartwout  and  others,  and 
the  correctness  of  the  returns  of  collectors  and 
receivers  of  the  public  money;  also,  the  report 
of  the  minority  of  the  committee. 

[CONCLUDED  FROM  PAGE  175.] 

PART  V. 

FACTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  FOREGOING  DEFAL- 
CATIONS, AND  DEEMED  MATERIAL  TO  DEVELOPE 
THEIR  TRUE  CHARACTER. 

It  may  well  be  supposed  by  the  house,  that,  in 
the  course  of  an  investigation  involving  so  large 
a mass  of  testimony,  both  written  and  oral,  and 
from  the  despatch  incident  to  their  labors,  the 
committee  have  discovered  numerous  facts  of 
deep  interest  to  the  house  and  country,  which  they 
have  been  unable  to  embody  for  presentation  to 
the  house  under  either  of  the  general  divisions  of 
this  report  which  have  preceded,  and  although  such 
facts  have  a direct  and  kindred  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject of  defalcations  of  public  officers  and  their  re- 
turns. Some  of  them  will  now  be  briefly  advert- 
ed to. 

The  committee  have  found  that  both  the  late 
and  present  collectors  at  the  port  of  New  York 
have  been  in  the  receipt  of  large  annual  incomes, 
amounting,  according  to  the  testimony,  from  $5,000 
to  $15,000,  from  storage  of  dutiable  merchandise 
in  the  public  store-houses  while  the  duties  on  such 
merchandise  are  being  computed. 

The  public  stores  at  New  York  thus  used,  are 
divided  into  two  classes  by  the  collector:  one,  de- 
voted to  the  merchandise  under  appraisement;  the 
other,  to  merchandise  not  ordered  to  appraisement, 
nor  permitted  to  be  taken  by  the  importer,  and 
being  still  in  the  keeping  of  the  law  officers,  to  se- 
cure duties.  The  former  are  called  appraisers’ 
public  stores;  and  are  rented  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. No  storage  is  charged  on  merchandise  de- 
posited in  them,  but  their  whole  management  is  at 
the  expense  of  the  government.  The  other  stores 
are  called  general  order  stores;  and  on  these,  per- 
quisites, amounting  to  the  sums  before  named, 
annually,  in  the  shape  of  storage,  cartage,  and  la- 
bor, are  charged  and  received  by  the  collector, 
who  takes  upon  himself  the  payment  of  the  inci- 
dental rent,  retaining  to  himself  the  entire  surplus. 
Of  this  large  and  profitable  class  of  income,  neither 
the  late  nor  present  collector  has  made  any  return 
whatever  to  the  treasury,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
quisitions of  law  appear  imperatively  to  require 


it.  By  the  act  of  May  7,  1892,  section  9,  estab- 
lishing the  compensation  of  custom-house  officers, 
it  is  expressly  enacted  “that,  whenever  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  New  York  shall 
exceed  four  thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year,  after  de- 
ducting the  necessary  expenses  incident  to  his  office  in 
the  same  year,  the  excess  shall,  in  every  such  case,  be 
paid  into  the  treasury  for  the  use  of  the  United  Slates." 
By  section  11  of  the  same  act,  section  9 is  so  limi- 
ted as  not  to  extend  to  fines,  penalties,  or  forfei- 
tures, or  the  distribution  thereof;  and  by  section 
18,  compensation  to  collectors  for  superintending 
light-houses,  in  addition  to  the  before-named  sala- 
ry, is  provided. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  collector  at  New  York,  arising  from 
public  store-houses,  which  are  necessarily  at  all 
times  under  the  charge  of  sworn  officers  paid  out 
of  the  public  treasury,  are,  for  no  sound  reason, 
to  be  distinguished  from  any  other  emoluments  of 
his  office,  for  which  he  is  required  to  account  to 
the  treasury.  And  why  the  collector  has  been  or 
should  be  permitted,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  col- 
lector, to  regard  as  an  unofficial  expense  the  rents 
of  any  number  of  public  stores,  and,  under  this 
pretext,  to  make  them  the  sources  of  profitable 
speculation,  while  the  superintendence  of  the 
whole  is  at  all  times  necessarily  conducted  at 
the  expense  of  government,  and  by  subordinates 
paid  by  government,  is  to  the  committee  wholly 
incomprehensible,  and  believed  to  be  not  only  an 
evasion,  but  a positive  violation  of  the  provisions 
as  well  as  obvious  intent  of  law. 

The  books  of  storage,  cartage,  and  incidental 
expenses  of  the  public  stores,  are  not  kept  so  as  to 
exhibit  the  truth,  or  any  record  truth,  as  to  the 
extent  of  emoluments  thus  annually  arising  to  the 
collector;  and,  from  the  testimony  of  the  principal 
storekeeper,  both  in  relation  to  these  perquisites 
under  the  former  and  present  collector,  as  also 
from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Hoyt  himself,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  design  of  this  loose- 
ness in  this  portion  of  the  accounts  of  the  custom- 
house is  to  escape  the  possibility  of  full  and  mi- 
nute investigation  into  the  extent  of  moneys  thus 
withheld  from  the  public  treasury,  and  lest  its  im- 
portance might  justly  be  appreciated.  The  sub- 
joined testimony  of  Sidney  Wetmore,  public  store- 
keeper, examined  by  Mr.  Wise,  will  elucidate 
these  positions: 

Question  3.  Will  you  please  state  the  amount 
of  storage  charged  under  the  late  and  present  col- 
lectors, and  the  amount  of  rent  and  expenses  paid 
by  these  collectors  respectively,  for  each  quarter, 
since  you  have  been  in  office? 

Answer.  I cannot  state  the  amount  paid  to  the 
late  collector  correctly,  as  he  often  drew  the 
amount  from  my  hands  collected  daily,  and  part 
of  the  time  paid  rents  himself,  and  part  I paid  by 
his  order.  So  that  he  can  only  tell  what  are  the 
nett  proceeds  received  from  the  stores  during  his 
term  of  office.  The  amount  of  nett  proceeds  re- 
ceived by  the  present  collector  for  the  three  quar- 
ters he  has  been  in  office,  I think  is  about  $2,500. 

Question  4.  Is  there  no  regular  book  or  account 
kept  of  amounts  received  for  storage. 

Answer  I keep  a cash  book  of  the  gross  amount 
of  storage,  cartage,  and  labor  received;  but  which 
does  not  show  the  amount  paid  out  for  expenses, 
nor  does  it  distinguish  what  part  is  received  for 
goods  sent  on  private  storage  at  request  of  the 
merchant,  or  what  accrued  on  goods  sent  on  gene- 
ral order. 

Question  5.  Are  you  not  the  only  proper  officer 
charged  with  keeping  the  accounts  of  storage;  and 
what  is  your  gross  estimate  of  amount  received  by 
Mr.  Swartwout  per  annum  for  storage? 

Answer.  I am  the  only  officer  charged  with  the 
keeping  of  the  storage  account.  Mr.  Swartwout 
received  some  of  the  stores;  of  course  I cannot 
say  what  should  be  deducted  from  the  gross 
amounts  for  rent  of  them;  but  from  all  the  means 
I have  of  knowing  and  judging  of  this  business,  I 
should  say  the  nett  amount,  after  deducting  rent 
and  expenses,  and  exclusive  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s 
stores,  might  average,  yearly,  between  $5,000  and 
$10,000.  The  business,  as  I before  have  stated,  is 
very  variable,  owing  to  the  quantity  and  manner 
in  which  goods  have  arrived.  Mr.  Swartwout’s 
storehouses  w'eie  worth  probably  $3,000  per  an- 
num. This  would  make  the  entire  nett  perquisites 
$5,000  per  annum.  I have  known,  during  five 
years,  the  nett  perquisites  on  storage  to  be  as  low 
as  $2,000  per  annum,  and  to  vary  from  that  to 
$10,000  per  annum,  in  one  instance.  Hence,  I 
put  the  gross  average  at  $5,000  per  annum. 
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Jesse  Hoyl , collector,  examined  by  Mr.  W ise. 

Question  3.  Do  you  account  to  government  for 
the  profit  of  these  stoies,  other  than  appraisers’ 
stores?  If  not,  to  whose  use  are  the  perquisites  of 
storage,  over  and  above  rent  and  expenses,  appro- 
priated? 

Answer.  I do  not  account  to  government  for 
any  excess  over  rent  and  expenses.  This  profit, 

I understand,  has  been,  from  the  organization  of 
the  present  tariff  system  down  to  the  present  time, 
considered  as  belonging  to  the  collector.  It  is  a 
private  storage  business  of  no  expense  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  it  has  never  claimed  the  profit. — 
The  person  holding  the  office  of  collector  leases 
the  stores  and  pays  the  expenses,  and  charges  the 
storage  to  those  who  use  the  stores;  and  the  rate  of 
storage  is  that  established  by  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce, as  this  witness  has  always  understood. — 
This  profit,  witness  believes,  has  always  been  for 
the  use  of  the  person  holding  the  office  of  col- 
lector. 

Question  4.  Does  the  collector  or  the  govern- 
ment pay  the  officers  who  attend  to  storage? 

Answer.  In  answer  to  this  question,  this  wit- 
ness says  that  the  law  requires  that  all  goods  im- 
ported are  to  he  landed  and  taken  care  of  by  “offi- 
cers of  the  customs,”  until  duties  are  paid  or  se- 
cured. To  each  of  the  public  stores  there  are  a 
sufficient  number  of  inspectors  (sworn  officers)  to 
attend  to  the  receiving  and  delivering  the  goods 
from  the  public  stores.  There  are  two  or  three  of 
such  officers  to  each  store,  depending  upon  the 
size;  and  in  some  cases  there  may  be  four  of  such 
inspectors  to  a store.  These  inspectors  are  called 
off  for  other  duties,  when  the  case  requires,  and 
are  also  responsible  for  other  duties  when  their 
services  are  demanded.  These  officers  receive 
their  daily  pay,  as  inspectors,  from  the  government 
money.  They  do  not,  as  witness  understands,  do 
any  labor;  but  merely  keep  an  account  of  goods 
received  and  delivered.  The  laborers  are  paid  by 
the  person  holding  the  office  of  collector,  who  re- 
ceives the  storage. 

Another  development  of  fact  made  by  the  com- 
mittee in  pursuing  the  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
position made  of  public  moneys  by  Messrs.  Swart- 
wout  and  Price,  and  other  public  officers,  is  deem- 
ed by  the  committee  deserving  of  being  presented 
to  the  special  attention  of  the  house.  How  far  it 
may'  have  entered  into  the  defalcations  of  the  late 
collector  and  district  attorney,  as  an  incipient  im- 
pulse in  breaking  down  the  true  estimate  by  the 
public  officer  of  his  relations  to  community  and  to 
government,  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  house 
upon  the  facts  reported.  But  of  its  direct  tenden- 
cy to  reduce  public  office  to  the  degraded  charac- 
ter of  merchandise,  to  be  bought  and  sold  to  sub- 
ordinates by  a regulated  annual  stipend,  and  to 
demoralize  and  prepare  the  mind  of  incumbents  of 
office  for  acts  of  peculation  and  plunder  upon  the 
public  revenues,  there  is  no  doubt  remaining  in  the 
judgment  of  the  committee.  The  system  of  a re- 
gular taxation  of  public  officers  connected  with 
and  deriving  patronage  from  the  custom  house  at 
New  York,  by'  a tariff  proportioned  to  such  pa- 
tronage in  each  case,  for  the  support  of  party  elec- 
tions, is  now  alluded  to.  Instead,  however,  of  at- 
tempting to  characterize  this  system  in  the  terms 
merited,  the  committee  will  attempt  only  to  pre- 
sent a summary  of  the  testimony’  taken  upon  the 
subject,  referring  for  more  minute  details  to  the 
pages  of  the  committee’s  journal. 

Arcnt  S.  De  Pcyster  was  sworn  as  a witness. 

In  his  first  answer,  he  testified  that  he  had  held 
the  situation  of  weigher  in  the  custom  house  about 
five  years. 

In  reply  to  the  3d  question,  he  returned  the  fol- 
lowing answer: 

“The  weighers  were  called  on  to  pay  fifteen  dol- 
lars each  for  the  support  of  the  election;  and  when 
I declined,  Mr.  Yandeipoel,  the  deputy  surveyor, 
observed,  that  I ought  to  consider  whether  my 
$1,500  per  annum  was  not  worth  paying  fifteen 
dollars  for.  Under  the  impression  that  it  was  the 
price  of  my  situation,  I paid  it.  The  above  oc- 
curred during  the  last  spring  election  for  charter 
officers.  During  my  holding  office,  for  about  five 
years,  I was  occasionally  called  on;  but  always 
declined,  until  within  the  last  two  years.” 

In  his  fourth  answer,  he  said  his  office  of  weigh- 
er was  held  under  the  United  States,  and  paid  lat- 
terly out  of  the  treasury;  formerly,  a commission 
was  allowed  on  the  amount  of  goods  weighed.  In 
his  fifth  answer,  he  said  he  knew  only  by  heresay 
as  to  whether  the  salaries  of  other  subordinate  offi- 


cers were  thus  assessed  for  the  use  of  party  pur- 
poses; and  adds,  “but  I saw  many  of  the  weighers 
pay  the  tax  of  fifteen  dollars.” 

The  money  thus  collected,  he  testified  “was  in- 
tended to  be  used  to  support  the  election  of  per- 
sons attached  to  the  present  administration.”  The 
person  who  collected  the  tax  from  him  was  Mr. 
Yanderpoel,  who  “at  that  time  held  the  office  of 
deputy  surveyor.  He  did  not  recollect  the  amount 
of  his  salary.  He  believed  he  now  holds  the  office 
of  appraiser.”  He  (Mr.  Vanderpoel)  had  a list 
of  the  names  of  the  officers  from  whom  he  collect- 
ed the  tax.  The  last  payment  of  $15  made  by  the 
witness,  referred  to  in  his  3d  answer,  was  made 
“since  the  last  collector  (Mr.  Hoyt)  came  into  of- 
ffice.”  The  witnesshad  been  removed  by  Mr.  Hoyt, 
but  had  never  condescended  to  ask  the  reasons,  &c. 

David  S.  Lyon  was  sworn  as  a witness.  In  an- 
swer to  the  first  question,  he  said:  “I  was  the  first 
deputy  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  during 
the  whole  time  Samuel  Swartwout  was  collector.” 
In  answer  to  the  21st  question,  he  said:  “I  have 
frequently  been  called  on  to  contribute  to  political 
objects  while  I was  deputy  collector,  as  an  officer 
of  the  custom  house.  The  amount  was  from  twen- 
ty to  one  hundred  dollars.  The  tax  was  prorata, 
according  to  salary.  It  bore  a proportion  of  from 
one  to  six  per  cent.  I frequently  paid  a part  of 
the  amount.  When  it  was  too  high,  and  more 
than  1 could  afford,  I urged  them  to  reduce  it.  In 
one  instance,  when  I was  assessed  twenty  dollars, 
Mr.  Swartwout  told  the  collector  of  the  tax  that 
ten  dollars  was  enough  for  me  to  pay.  For  a few 
years  back  I have  not  paid  any  thing  to  the  gene- 
ral committee,  because  I could  not  afford  to  pay 
the  amount  assessed,  and  because  I could  not  con- 
scientiously longer  sustain  the  party.  The  collect- 
ors of  the  Tammany  Hall  general  committee,  one 
of  whom  was  John  Becker,  called  on  me  several 
times.  William  Tyack  once  or  twice  called  on 
me  to  collect  the  amount  with  which  I Was  assess- 
ed; he  was  not  the  regular  collector,  but  was  one 
of  the  general  committee.  I believe  that  nearly 
all  the  officers  of  the  custom  house,  in  doors  and 
out,  and  the  clerks,  were  similarly  taxed,  and  ge- 
nerally paid  what  they  were  assessed.  It  was  as- 
sessed by  the  general  committee  of  Tammany  Hall, 
and  for  the  support  of  the  party  denominated  the 
Tammany  Hall  party.  If  the  individual  did  not 
pay  the  amount  he  was  taxed  with,  the  collector 
would  remark,  you  will  be  reported  to  the  general 
committee. — and  every  body  well  understood  that 
proscription  would  follow.  The  collector  of  the 
general  committee  has  an  alphabetical  book,  which 
contains  the  names  of  persons  taxed,  and  the 
amount  each  individual  is  required  to  pay.” 

This  witness  had  ceased  to  be  deputy  collector, 
and  was  so  notified  by  the  present  collector  when 
Mr.  Swartwout’s  term  of  office  expired.  Thus,  by 
these  two  ex-officers  of  the  customs,  was  it  proved 
that,  during  the  term  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  of 
the  present  collector,  (Mr.  Hoyt),  both,  had  this 
pro  rata  tax  been  assessed  upon  the  salaries  of  offi- 
cers of  the  government. 

Abraham  B.  Vanderpoel,  a person  now  incumbent 
in  office,  was  sworn  as  a witness.  He  said:  “I 
was  appointed  to  the  office  of  inspector  of  the  cus- 
toms in  May,  1829,  at  $1,095  per  year,  and  held 
such  until  1836,  when  I was  appointed  deputy  sur- 
veyor, at  $1,500  per  year,  and  March,  1838,  ap- 
pointed appraiser  at  $2,000  per  year.” 

Mr.  Wise  then  propounded  the  2d  question  to 
the  witness,  and  certain  occurrences  took  place  in 
the  committee,  which  were  unanimously  ordered 
to  be  stated  on  the  journal,  thus: 

“Mr.  Wise  propounded  to  the  witness,  Abraham 
B.  Vanderpoel,  the  following  question,  to  wit: 
Question  2d.  ‘Do  you  know  whether  the  officers 
of  the  custom  house  have  ever  been  called  on  to 
contribute  sums  of  money  to  party  and  political 
objects?  What  officers  have  been  so  called  upon; 
by  whom;  for  what  amount;  with  or  without  re- 
gard to  their  salaries  of  office;  when  did  they  con- 
tribute; if  they  refused,  was  any  intimation  given 
that  their  refusal  might  occasion  their  removal; 
what  amount  has  so  been  contributed  or  collected, 
and  for  the  support  of  what  party,  at  any  one  elec- 
tion?’ 

“The  witness  took  the  interrogatory  without  ob- 
jection to  propounding  the  same,  and  proceeded  to 
write  his  answer  thereto  on  the  paper  attached  to 
the  question,  and  had  written  the  following,  to  wit: 
‘I  have  known  officers  attached  to  the  custom 
house  to  have  been  called  on  fop — ’ when  Mr. 
Owens,  member  of  the  committee,  interposed,  and 
informed  the  witness  that  he  was  not  bound  to  an- 


swer any  interrogatory  relating  to  his  private  af- 
fairs; and,  thereupon,  Mr.  Foster,  another  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  objected  to  propounding  the 
interrogatory.  The  witness  here  commenced  to 
tear  off  what  he  had  written  before  objection  was 
made  to  the  interrogatory.  Mr.  Wise  prevented 
him  from  doing  so  by  forbidding  the  act.  Mr. 
Foster  insisted  that  the  witness  had  the  right  to 
tear  off  what  he  had  written,  and  that  it  was  not 
his  answer  until  it  was  complete  and  handed  in, 
and  he  asked  the  witness  whether  it  was  his  an- 
swer, and  he  replied  ‘it  was  not;’  and  the  commit- 
tee having  decided  that  the  interrogatory  should 
be  propounded,  the  said  question  by  Mr.  Wise 
was  again  handed  to  the  witness,  and  he  returned 
the  following:  ‘I  decline  to  answerthe2d  question.’ 
The  witness  was  then  permitted  to  retire.” 

John  Becker  was  sworn  as  a witness.  In  answer 
to  the  3d  question  he  said:  “I  have  been  collector 
for  the  democratic  republican  party  in  this  city. 
It  is  not  an  official  appointment,  and  I have  made 
no  collections  for  this  year;  nor  have  1 been  dis- 
charged from  said  appointment.”  In  answer  to 
the  4th  question,  whether  he  had  ever  collected 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money  from  William  M.  Price, 
whilst  he  was  district  attorney  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  democratic  republican  party  of  New  York, 
he  said:  “All  the  collections  I ever  made  for  the 
democratic  republican  party  were  strictly  confiden- 
tial; I therefore  respectfully  decline  answering  the 
question.”  In  answer  to  the  17th  question,  he 
said  he  was  the  collector  of  the  democratic  repub- 
lican part}'  for  five  or  six  years  previous  to  1838. 
By  the  19th  question,  he  was  asked  whether,  dur- 
ing the  time  he  was  collector  of  the  democratic  re- 
publican party  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  since, 
he  had  known  William  M.  Price  to  payor  contri- 
bute any  sum  or  sums  of  money  to  political  and 
party  objects,  he  answered:  “I  cannot  answer  that 
question  without  violating  confidence.”  In  an- 
swer to  the. 20th  question,  he  said:  “Pie  had  never 
known  William  M.  Price  to  contribute,  at  any  one 
time,  or  at  different  times,  to  carry  an  election  for 
the  democratic  republican  party  in  the  city  of  New 
York  $500,  nor  half  of  that  sum.”  He  was  then 
asked  how  much  less  he  had  known  him  to  contri- 
bute He  declined  to  answer.  He  was  asked 
whose  confidence  he  would  violate  by  answering 
the  19th  question.  He  answered:  “The  confidence 
of  the  finance  committee  of  the  general  democratic 
republican  committee.”  In  answer  to  the  2Gth 
question,  he  said  that  Mr.  Vanderpoel  was  a mem- 
ber of  one  of  these  committees  in  1838;  and,  in 
answer  to  other  questions,  that  other  officers  of  the 
custom  house  had  been  members  of  these  commit- 
tees during  the  past  four  years;  that  Price’s  con- 
tributions had  not  amounted,  to  his  knowledge,  to 
$500;  that  there  were  other  collectors  beside  him- 
self; the  members  of  the  finance  committee  were 
all  collectors;  that  he  declined  answering  how  often 
he  had  collected  from  Mr.  Price;  that  his  instruc- 
tions from  the  finance  committee  were,  that  he 
should  not  inform  any  person  from  whom  or  how 
much  he  collected  from  any  person;  and  that  these 
instructions  were  the  reason  why  he  declined  to 
answer  several  questions  of  the  committee,  in  as 
far  as  he  thought  it  would  be  a violation  of  confi- 
dence. 

Thus,  though  it  was  very  apparent  from  the  tes- 
timony of  this  witness  that  Mr.  Price  had  contri- 
buted something  to  party  and  political  objects,  yet 
what  amount  he  had  paid  to  the  seven  or  eight 
collectors  of  his  party  for  such  objects,  whilst  he 
was  an  officer  of  the  government  and  a defaulter, 
could  not  be  ascertained  by  reason  of  the  secrecy 
enjoined  upon  these  collectors  by  the  general  or 
finance  committee  of  the  party. 

The  committee  further  report,  under  the  head  of 
general  facts  material  to  characterize  the  late  de- 
falcations at  New  York,  that  the  following  testi- 
mony shows,  1st.  The  whole  amount  of  specie  collect- 
ed at  the  custom  house  ef  Neiv  York  during  the  entire 
period  of  the.  suspension  of  specie  payments,  was  less 
than  the  sum  of  $150,000,  and  of  that  sum  but  $70,000 
was  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States;  2d.  That,  during  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  the  treasury  department  had  to  send 
from  Washington  city  to  the  collector  at  New 
York  drafts  for  specie  to  pay  debentures  and  expenses 
of  his  office;  3.  That  Mr.  Swartwout,  during  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  notoriously  receiv- 
ed a large  portion  of  the  revenue  collected  at  New 
York  in  bank  notes  which  were  not  allowed  by  the 
department  to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  trea- 
surer of  the  U.  States;  and  4th.  That  this  receipt  of 
bank  notes  not  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer 
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of  the  TJ.  States,  must  be  regarded  as  an  important 
cause  tending  to  aid  Mr.  Swartwout  in  abstract- 
ing the  public  money;  and  5th.  That  the  bonds 
contained  in  the  list  of  Phillips,  in  document  13, 
the  receipts  of  which  Mr.  Swartwout  never  debit- 
ed himself  with  as  paid  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1837,  and  which  constitute  the  chief  item  of  his 
defalcation,  were  never  suspended  either  by  the 
order  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  or  by  the  act 
of  congress  of  October,  1837,  and  were  actually 
paid  before  the  suspension  of  specie  payments;  and 
thus  the  excuse  of  the  department  for  not  detecting 
the  defalcation  of  Mr.  Swartwout’s  bond  account, 
founded  upon  the  confusion  arising  from  the  sus- 
pension of  the  payment  of  duty  bonds,  utterly  fails. 

The  testimony  is  as  follows: 

Joshua  Phillips  was  sworn  as  a witness. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Wise.. 

Question  1.  Were  the  bonds  included  in  the  list 
kept  by  you  and  contained  in  document  13,  here- 
with handed,  and  chiefly  payable  in  the  1st  and  2d 
quarters  of  1837,  paid  to  Mr.  Swartwout? 

Answer.  All  the  bonds  included  in  the  list  kept 
by  me,  and  contained  in  document  No.  13,  were 
paid  to  Mr.  Swartwout. 

Question  2.  Were  the  bonds  included  in  the 
amount  of  difference  between  the  sum  of  that  list 
of  bonds,  $597,331  63,  and  the  sum  of  $646,754  83, 
(the  alleged  deficit  of  Mr.  Swartwout),  paid  to 
him,  and,  if  not,  to  whom? 

Answer.  The  money  for  all  bonds  collected  were, 
in  each  and  every  instance,  paid  over  to  Mr.  Swart- 
wout, and  the  above  difference  was  paid  to  him. 

Question  3.  Were  those  bonds  paid  at  maturity? 

Answer.  In  consequence  of  the  business  of  the 
custom  house  having  got  behindhand,  the  bonds 
were  not  made  up  (by  ascertaining  the  amount  of 
each,  &c.)  in  time  to  be  sent  to  bank  for  collec- 
tion, and  they  were  collected  at  the  custom  house; 
and,  generally,  the  bonds  contained  in  list  of  do- 
cument 13  were  paid  after  maturity. 

Question  4.  How  long,  generally,  after  they  were 
due,  and  in  what  months  of  1837,  were  they  paid? 

Answer.  The  bonds  were  paid,  generally,  from 
ten  to  twenty  days  after  they  became  due,  and  in 
the  months  of  January,  February,  March,  April 
and  May,  1837.  All  were  paid  previous  to  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments. 

Question  5.  Was  the  payment  of  any  of  these 
bonds  suspended  by  the  order  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment in  May,  1837,  until  congress  was  assem- 
bled in  the  September  following? 

Answer.  None  of  the  bonds  contained  in  said 
list  were  suspended  by  any  order  from  the  treasu- 
ry department. 

Question  6.  In  what  kind  of  money  did  Mr. 
Swartwout  receive  the  amounts  of  bonds  and  cus- 
toms after  the  suspension  of  specie  payments? 

Answer.  For  some  time  after  the  suspension  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks,  Mr.  Swartwout  di- 
rected the  cashier’s  department  to  receive  the  notes 
of  the  banks  in  this  city  in  payment  for  bonds  and 
customs;  and  that  course  was  pursued  until  the 
issue  of  treasury  drafts,  and,  occasionally,  during 
the  whole  time  that  Mr.  Swartwout  remained  in 
office. 

Question  7.  What  amount  did  Mr.  Swartwout 
receive  in  bank  notes? 

Answer.  Previous  to  the  issue  of  treasury 
drafts,  the  whole  amount  collected  was  received 
in  bank  notes.  The  particular  amount  I cannot 
state.  The  amount  of  specie  received  during  the 
suspension  was  about  $150,000,  and  of  that 
amount  $70,000  was  transferred  by  Mr.  Swart- 
wout to  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Question  8.  Was  not  the  whole  amount  of  bonds 
included  in  your  list  of  bonds  received  by  Air. 
Swartwout  in  1837  paid  to  him  in  bank  notes? 

Answer.  The  whole  amount  was  paid  in  bank 
notes. 

Question  9.  Were  these  bank  notes,  after  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  in  May,  allowed 
by  the  department  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Swartwout 
to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  After  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments I am  not  aware  of  any  money  being  trans- 
ferred to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  except  $70,000  in  specie. 

Question  10.  Please  state,  categorically,  whe- 
ther the  department  authorised,  or  in  any  way,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  permitted  or  prohibited  the 
credit  of  bank  notes  during  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments  by  Mr,  Swartwout  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  I do  not  know  that  the  department 
authorised,  or  in  any  way  permitted  or  prohibited, 


directly  or  indirectl}',  the  credit  of  bank  notes  dur- 
ing the  suspension  of  specie  payments  to  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  further  than  (if  my 
memory  is  correct)  Mr.  Swartwout  having  told 
me,  some  time  after  the  suspension,  that  he  had 
received  a letter  from  Washington  directing  him 
not  to  receive  any  money  on  account  of  the  U. 
States,  except  of  that  description  authorised  by 
law. 

Question  11.  Did  not  Mr.  Swartwout,  soon  af- 
ter the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  pay  a visit 
to  Washington  to  obtain  from  the  department  an 
arrangement  as  to  the  kind  of  money  in  which 
customs  should  be  received? 

Answer.  Mr.  Swartwout  did,  soon  after  the 
suspension,  visit  Washington,  and  his  object  was 
to  make  an  arrangement  as  to  the  kind  of  money 
he  might  receive  for  customs. 

Question  12.  Upon  his  return  to  New  York, 
did  he  not,  at  a public  meeting  of  merchants,  and 
at  all  times  after  his  visit  to  Washington,  publicly 
and  privately,  announce  that,  he  would  receive 
bank  notes  in  payment  of  customs. 

Answer.  Upon  his  return  to  New  York  Air. 
Swartwout  did,  at  a public  meeting  of  merchants, 
declare  that  he  would  receive  bank  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  customs;  and  upon  every  occasion  when 
applied  to  by  persons  as  to  the  description  of  mo- 
ney he  would  receive,  his  answer  was,  that  he 
would  take  bank  notes,  and  that  he  had  told  them 
at  Washington  that  he  would  take  the  responsi- 
bility. 

Question  13.  Was  it  not  notorious  in  N.  York 
that  Mr.  Swartwout  was  receiving  bank  notes  in 
payment  of  customs? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question  14.  The  treasury  department,  know- 
ing the  amount  of  protested  treasury  drafts  receiv- 
ed at  the  custom  house  in  New  York,  and  the 
amount  of  specie  paid  there  during  the  suspension 
of  specie  payments,  must  it  not  have  known  that 
Mr.  Swartwout  was  receiving  bank  notes,  and  must 
it  not  have  had  the  means  of  knowing  the  amount 
of  bank  notes  he  received? 

Ansicer.  I do  not  think  that  the  treasury  de- 
partment was  aware  of  the  total  amount  of  specie 
received,  as  no  regular  returns  were  made  of  it.— 
They  knew  the  amount  of  protested  treasury  drafts 
received.  Inquiry  was  made  from  Washington 
as  to  what  amount  in  specie  could  be  placed  by 
the  collector  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury  of  the  U. 
States,  and  in  three  instances  the  amount  of  $70,- 
000  was  so  placed;  and  I believe  it  may  have  been 
known  at  Washington  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  bank  notes. 

Question  15.  Was  not  the  hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  at  the  custom  house  in 
New  York  during  the  summer  of  1838,  before 
Air.  Swartwout  sailed  for  England?  If  so,  during 
what  month? 

Answer.  I saw  a person,  during  the  summer  of 
1838,  (the  month  I do  not  know),  at  the  custom 
house,  and  I was  told  it  was  the  hon.  Levi  Wood- 
bury. I had  never  seen  him  before  that  time.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  was  before  or  after  Mr. 
Swartwout  sailed  for  England. 

Question  21.  Does  the  statement  contained  in 
your  letter  of  November  9th,  1838,  to  H.  D.  Gil- 
pin, solicitor,  as  contained  in  doc.  13,  showing 
the  mode  of  collecting  bonds  through  the  banks, 
apply  to  the  bonds  contained  in  your  list  of  bonds 
taken  by  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  not  accounted  for 
by  him  to  the  United  States? 

Answer.  The  statement  contained  in  my  letter 
of  November  9,  1838,  to  H.  D.  Gilpin,  solicitor 
of  the  treasury,  showing  the  mode  of  collecting 
bonds  through  the  bank,  does  not  apply  to  the 
bonds  contained  in  list  taken  by  Mr.  Swartwout, 
and  not  accounted  l'or  by  him  to  the  U.  States. — 
These  bonds  were  all  collected  through  the  cus- 
tom house,  and  were  never  placed  in  bank.  It  is 
possible  that  a few  of  them  might  have  been  put 
in  bank  for  collection  and  returned  to  the  custom 
house,  and  afterwards  paid  there;  but  the  amount, 
if  any,  was  very  small. 

Question  23.  Which  were  the  banks  the  notes 
of  which  generally  Mr.  Swartwout  received  dur- 
ing the  suspension  in  1837? 

Answer.  The  notes  of  all  the  banks  in  the  city 
of  New  York  were  received  generally  by  Mr. 
Swartwout  during  the  suspension  in  1837,  except 
those  of  the  Dry  Dock  Eank. 

Question  24.  Have  not  all  these  banks  since 
resumed  specie  payments;  and  if  their  notes,  re- 
ceived by  Air.  Swartwout  in  1837,  had,  after  it 
was  known  that  they  were  received  by  him,  been 


ordered  by  the  department  to  be  paid  by  him  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and 

been  so  paid  by  him,  would  the  United  States  have 
lost  a dollar  upon  bonds  so  received  by  him  in 
bank  notes? 

Answer.  All  the  banks  in  the  city  of  N.  York 
have  resumed  specie  payments;  and  had  Mr. 
Swartwout,  after  it  was  known  he  was  receiving 
bank  notes,  been  ordered  by  the  department  to 
transfer  the  notes  so  received,  the  United  States 
would  not  have  lost  a cent  in  bank  notes  received 
by  him,  if  he  had  made  the  transfer  so  ordered. 

Mr.  Ogden  examined  by  Mr.  Wise. 

Question  42.  Were  the  bonds  included  in  the 
list  of  bonds  kept  by  Philips,  and  contained  in 
doc.  13,  paid  to  Air.  Swartwout? 

Answer.  These  bonds  were  all  paid  to  Air. 
Swartwout. 

Question  43.  Were  the  bonds  which  were  due 
and  payable  in  the  1st  and  2d  quarters  of  1837 
paid  at  maturity? 

Answer.  I believe  they  were  all  paid  at  maturi- 
ty, with  some  exceptions,  which  were  sent  to  Air. 
Price  for  prosecution. 

Question  44.  YVas  their  payment  suspended  or 
affected  by  the  order  of  the  treasury  department 
in  Alay,  1837? 

Answer.  The  payment  of  these  bonds  was  not 
affected  by  the  order  of  the  treasury  department  in 
May,  1837. 

Question  45.  What  kind  of  money  did  Air. 
Swartwout  receive  for  customs  after  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments? 

Answer.  Air.  Swartwout  received  in  payment 
treasury  notes,  banks  notes,  checks  on  the  banks, 
and  gold  and  silver;  the  principal  part  in  bank 
notes  and  checks,  and  treasury  notes  when  they 
were  below  pai.  The  amount  of  gold  and  silver 
was  very  small,  it  never  exceeded  $7,000  any  day, 
and  seldom  amounted  to  that  sum;  generally  two 
to  four  thousand  dollars.  The  whole  amount  of 
our  receipts  in  specie  during  the  suspension  of  the 
banks,  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  More  than  two-thirds  of  our  receipts  were 
in  bank  notes  and  checks. 

Question  46.  Were  the  amounts  received  in 
bank  notes  by  Air.  Swartwout,  during  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  The  amounts  of  bank  notes  received 
by  Mr.  Swartwout  were  not  passed  by  him  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States. 

Question  47.  Alust  the  department  not  have 
known  then,  from  his  quarterly  accounts  showing 
the  whole  amount  received  by  him,  and  the  amount 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  U.  States, 
that  he  was  receiving  a large  proportion  of  the 
customs  in  bank  notes,  which  were  not  allowed  to 
be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer? 

Answer.  Certainly,  had  they  examined  his 
quarterly  account,  they  could  have  ascertained  the 
amount  received  by  him,  as  well  as  they  could 
have  become  acquainted  with  the  amount  of  re- 
ceipts in  bank  notes  which  were  not  carried  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer. 

Question  48.  Whilst  the  quarterly  accounts  of 
Mr.  Swartwout  for  1837  showed  that  large  balan- 
ces were  in  his  hands,  did  not  the  treasury  depart- 
ment repeatedly, -during  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  send  to  Mr.  Swartwout  drafts  for  specie 
to  pay  debentures  and  expenses  of  his  officers,  &c.? 

Answer.  During  the  above  period  large  balan- 
ces were  in  Air.  Swartwout’s  hands,  and  the  go- 
vernment passed  heavy  drafts  upon  him  for  specie, 
which  he  was  unable  to  pay  in  specie;  in  fact,  we 
had  to  apply  to  the  treasury  department  for  specie 
to  pay  debentures  and  the  current  expenses  of  our 
office. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  testimony  of 
Messrs.  Phillips  and  Ogden,  the  cashier  and  assis- 
tant cashier  at  the  custom  house  at  New  York,  un- 
der Mr.  Swartwout,  the  committee  submit  the  fol- 
lowing correspondence  between  Mr.  Woodbury 
and  Air.  Swartwout: 

May  10,  1837. 

Sir:  Owing  to  the  heavy  run  which  was  made 
throughout  Alonday  and  Tuesday  upon  the  banks 
of  this  city,  they  all  came  to  the  determination  last 
evening  of  suspending  specie  payments  for  the 
present,  the  deposite  banks  being  included  in  the 
number.  As  soon  as  the  deposite  banks  opened 
this  morning,  I called  upon  the  presidents  and 
cashiers  to  confer  with  them  in  relation  to  this 
measure,  and  have  been  advised  by  the  Manhattan 
Company  and  Bank  of  America  to  continue  to  re- 
ceive the  notes  of  the  city  banks  as  usual. 
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On  lookin'?  over  the  “circular  to  collectors  and  J 
receivers  of  public  money  and  to  the  deposite 
banks,”  I find  the  instructions  so  positive  that  I 
prefer  suspending  receipts  for  bonds,  in  this  office, 
which  may  be  returned  from  the  banks,  until  I can 
receive  your  further  instructions,  in  this  decision 
I am  sustained  by  the  opinion  of  the  district  attor- 
ney. Many  persons  have  tendered  bank  notes  for 
their  bonds,  which  fell  due  some  days  since,  but  1 
have  declined  receiving  them  until  I hear  from 
you.  In  order  that  I may  receive  the  earliest  in- 
formation from  you,  I shall  send  this  letter  by  the 
“express  mail.”  I am,  &c. 

S.  SWARTWOUT. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury. 

P.  S.  The  National  Bank  refuses  to  receive 
the  notes  of  the  Mechanics’  Bank  in  consequence 
of  the  large  balance  due  them. 

To  collectors  of  the  customs. 

Treasury  Department , May  12,  1837. 

If  the  bank  where  you  deposite  should  suspend 
specie  payments,  you  will  yourself  collect  and  keep 
safely  in  your  own  hands  the  public  money  for  all 
duties  at  your  port,  until  further  directions  are 
given  to  you  by  this  department  how  to  deposite, 
transfer,  or  pay  it.  You  must,  of  course,  continue 
to  adhere  to  the  existing  laws  of  congress,  and  the 
former  instructions  of  the  treasury,  in  respect  to 
the  kind  of  money  receivable  for  customs;  and  by 
which  it  is  understood  to  be  your  duty  to  require 
payments  to  be  made  in  specie,  or  the  notes  of 
specie  paying  banks  that  are  at  par. 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Treasury  Department,  May  19,  1837. 

Sir:  This  department  has,  with  much  surprise, 
seen  several  representations  in  the  daily  press 
concerning  certain  declarations  made  by  you  at  a 
recent  public  meeting  in  New  York  city,  as  to  the 
course  you  intended  to  pursue  in  future  in  collect- 
ing the  public  revenue. 

The  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  nature 
of  these  representations,  render  it  my  unpleasant 
duty  to  call  your  immediate  attention  to  them. 

Some  of  the  accounts  of  what  took  place  repre- 
sent you  as  saying,  in  substance,  that,  as  the  orders 
of  the  treasury  could  not  be  complied  with,  you, 
on  your  own  responsibility,  would  dispense  with 
them;  while  others  state  that  you  understood  a dis- 
cretion had  been  left  to  you  bv  the  executive  on 
this  subject;  and  that,  in  the  exercise  of  such  dis- 
cretion, you  should  not  conform  to  the  instructions 
of  the  department,  either  by  collecting  the  money 
yourself,  which  fell  due  for  duties,  or  by  collect- 
ing it  in  such  kind  of  money  as  the  laws  require. 
Other  representations  convey  the  idea  that,  if  you 
pursued  such  a course  the  government  would 
make  no  objection  to  it. 

Under  a belief  that  in  these  reports  as  to  your1 
remarks  and  determination  on  this  subject,  some 
unfortunate  errors  must  have  occurred,  or  that 
j'ou  must  have  imbibed  very  incorrect  opinions 
concerning  the  views  entertained  by  the  depart- 
ment, it  becomes  proper  on  the  present  occasion 
to  repeat,  in  explicit  terms,  the  real  character  and 
extent  of  those  views. 

1.  The  order  as  to  the  mode  of  collecting  bonds 
by  yourself,  rather  than  through  the  banks,  and  in 
specie  or  its  equivalent,  was,  in  the  last  respect,  in 
accordance  with  the  course  which  you  reported  to 
this  department  for  its  approval  on  the  suspension 
of  payment  by  the  banks.  The  order  was  the 
same  in  substance,  in  all  respects,  at  your  port,  as 
that  adopted  at  all  other  ports  in  the  United  States, 
where  no  banks  paid  specie  on  demand  for  their 
notes,  and  where,  in  that  event,  the  express  lan- 
guage of  the  deposite  act  of  June,  1836,  impera- 
tively required  their  discontinuance  as  public  de- 
positories; and  other  laws  virtually  forbid  the  re- 
ceipt of  their  notes  for  duties. 

2.  But,  in  the  wide-spread  calamity  which  had 
recently  fallen  on  the  commercial  world,  and, 
through  it,  upon  those  banking  institutions,  in 
common  with  others  which  were  depositories  of 
the  public  money,  it  was  evident  that  our  finances 
must  become  embarrassed  through  the  previous 
embarrassments  of  others,  and  that  great  care  and 
efforts  must  be  exercised  to  meet  faithfully  the 
current  public  engagements.  At  the  same  time,  it 
was  desirable  that  every  indulgence  and  forbear- 
ance should  be  exercised,  and  were  intended  by 
the  president  and  this  department  to  be  liberally 
exercised  towards  the  public  debtors,  which  those 
engagements  would  permit. 


3.  Accordingly,  in  order  to  mitigate  the  evils 
which  pressed  so  heavily  on  the  merchants,  this 

department,  with  the  sanction  of  the  president,  at 
once  authorised  a postponement  to  be  granted,  in 
all  suitable  cases,  of  the  payment  of  duty  bonds, 
as  well  before  as  after  suit;  and  subsequently,  as 
new'  events  justified,  permitted  it  to  be  extended 
till  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
congress. 

The  department  likewise  empowered  the  collect- 
ors to  receive  for  duties  the  drafts  of  the  treasurer, 
in  favor  of  the  public  creditors,  which  might  not 
be  paid  in  specie  to  the  holders  by  the  banks  on 
which  they  were  drawn. 

Outstanding  debenture  bonds  are  also  receivable 
in  the  same  way;  and,  to  afford  the  opportunity  to 
procure  still  further  aid  and  relief,  if  it  shall  be 
deemed  proper  by  congress,  that  body  has  been 
specially  convened  by  the  president  at  the  earliest 
convenient  da}'. 

After  all  these  mitigating  measures,  neither  the 
president  nor  this  department  saw  any  further  in- 
dulgence which  could  be  given  consistent  with  the 
acts  of  congress,  and  which  it  was  within  our  pow- 
ers to  bestow , limited  and  regulated  as  those  powers 
are  by  various  express  laws. 

It  was,  and  still  is,  hoped  that  the  merchants 
would,  till  congress  assembled,  cheerfully  incur 
the  diminished  sacrifices,  in  respect  to  the  pay- 
ment of  some  of  the  duties,  which  their  liabilities 
and  business  might  render  necessary;  and  that  the 
officers  connected  with  the  customs  would  feel  a 
pride,  as  well  as  zeal,  in  encouraging  them  to  up- 
hold the  laws  faithfully,  and  neither  countenance 
nor  permit  any  departures  from  them. 

The  executive  possesses  no  authority  to  delegate 
to  you,  nor  has  it  intended  to  delegate,  any  dis- 
cretion to  disregard  those  law's  in  any  particular, 
or  to  act  contrary  to  the  instructions  of  the  de- 
partment which  had  been  issued  in  conformity  to 
them;  nor  can  it  sanction  the  exercise  of  any  such 
discretion  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
customs. 

It  would  seem  better  that  the  duties,  whether 
due  on  bonds  or  in  cash,  when  the  goods  are  en- 
tered, and  which  the  merchants  may  be  unable,  if 
not  postponed,  to  pay  in  any  of  the  legal  modes 
before  pointed  out,  till  the  early  day  on  which 
congress  convenes,  should  go  entirely  unpaid  from 
inability  to  meet  them  legally,  than  be  collected  or 
discharged  in  a manner  that  is  not  sanctioned 
either  bv  the  acts  of  congress  or  our  duty  to  the 
government. 

The  department  is  willing  to  make  liberal  al- 
lowances for  acts  growing  out  of  the  sympathy 
naturally  felt  for  the  embarrassments  of  the  com- 
mercial community,  and  the  strong  desire  to  con- 
tribute to  their  relief;  but  you  must  be  sensible  that 
the  newspaper  accounts  which  have  already  ap- 
peared, are  calculated  to  convey  the  idea  that  the 
president  and  this  department  are  disposed  to 
overlook,  or  even  to  approve,  the  unauthorised 
course  which  it  is  said  you  propose  to  adopt;  and 
it  is  possible  that,  from  your  full  knowledge  of  the 
sincerity  and  extent  of  the  anxious  desire  of  the 
president  and  of  this  department  to  afford  relief, 
you  may  have  entertained  the  impression  that 
such  would  be  the  case. 

It  therefore  becomes  my  duty  instantly  to  in- 
form you  that  all  such  impressions  are  erroneous, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  many  of  the  considerations 
before  stated  will  have  occurred  to  you;  and  that, 
under  their  influence,  you  will  continue  to  dis- 
charge your  duties  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in 
the  acts  of  congress  and  the  instructions  of  this  de- 
partment. I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Samuel  Swarlwout , esq.,  collector  of  Mew  York. 

May  22,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  19th  inst.,  and  beg  leave  to 
state,  that  I regret  that  you  should  have  believed 
the  various  reports  of  the  newspapers,  in  regard 
to  the  language  said  to  have  been  made  use  of  by 
me  on  the  17th  inst.  I will  give  you  the  precise 
words  made  use  of  by  me,  and  leave  you  to  judge 
whether  there  was  any  impropriety  in  them.  Seve- 
ral gentlemen  called  upon  me  to  request  that  I would 
meet  the  merchants  at  their  exchange,  and  inform 
them  of  the  resultof  my  visit  to  Washington.  I did 
so;  and  when  there,  stated,  that  immediately  on  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  12th  instant, 
I set  out  for  Washington;  that  when  I arrived 
there,  I waited  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 


and  expressed  to  him  my  apprehensions  that  the 
order  could  not  be  carried  out,  and  begged  to 

know  whether  some  expedient  could  not  be  adopt- 
ed to  relieve  the  merchants  from  specie  payments; 
that  the  secretary  showed  me  the  law,  read  it,  and 
observed  that  it  was  imperative,  and  could  not  be 
disregarded;  that  upon  this  I went  to  see  the  presi- 
dent, who  gave  me  the  same  assurances,  expres- 
sing, at  the  same  time,  his  deep  sympathy  for  the 
merchants  who  were  so  unfortunately  situated; 
that  as  no  relief  could  be  offered  through  the  au- 
thority of  government,  I had  offered  to  act  without 
its  orders,  provided  I was  permitted  in  any  way  so 
to  do,  and  that  I would  throw  myself  upon  the 
people  and  congress  for  my  justification;  but  that 
this  proposition  was  promptly  discountenanced  by 
you.  In  conclusion,  I remarked,  that  notwith- 
standing the  government  could  not  authorise  any 
deviation  from  the  law,  I was  perfectly  willing  to 
take  such  responsibility,  and  that  I believed  the 
people  and  congress  would  bear  me  out  in  it. — 
This  same  declaration  was  made  in  your  and  the 
president’s  hearing,  without  exciting  your  alarm  m 
the  least  at  the  time. 

In  renewing  it  here,  I did  not  mean  to  be  un- 
derstood as  having  acted  on  it,  or  assumed  it;  but 
simply  expressed  my  belief,  in  case  it  should  be 
done,  and  I was  willing  to  run  the  hazard,  that  I, 
or  any  other  person  so  doing,  would  be  fully  sus- 
tained by  congress.  The  expression,  therefore,  of 
such  a belief  was  not  criminal,  although  to  carry  it 
out  might  have  been;  but  this  I did  not  do.  The 
instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  12th 
inst.,  and  in  subsequent  orders,  have  been  strictly 
carried  into  effect.  Not  a dollar  for  bonds,  or 
cash  duties,  has  been  received  at  this  office,  since 
Mr.  Ogden  received  your  letter  of  the  l-lth  instant, 
in  any  thing  but  specie.  I have  not  authorised  or 
countenanced  a deviation  from  it.  There  has  not 
then  been  any  violation  of  the  orders  of  the  de- 
partment. The  most  unpleasant  circumstance 
connected  with  this  affair,  is  the  impression  that  I 
may  have  authorised  the  supposition  that  you  or 
the  president  had,  by  inuendo  or  intimation  of  any 
kind,  induced  me  to  assume  this  responsibility. — 
This  is  impossible.  I may  be  imprudent,  over- 
zealous,  or  incautious;  but  I beg  you  and  the  pre- 
sident to  believe  that  I am  incapable  of  duplicity 
or  falsehood.  I could  not,  in  the  most  remote  de- 
gree, have  done  so.  I never  dreamed  of  such  a 
thing,  and  never  could  have  entertained  the  idea, 
or  in  the  slightest  degree  have  intimated  it  to  others. 
I will  detain  you  no  longer  than  to  request  that 
hereafter,  when  anything  is  published  in  the  news- 
papers reflecting  upon  this  office,  you  will  do  me 
the  favor  to  believe  that  we  are  acting  for  the  best, 
and  have  no  intention  of  disregarding  the  direc- 
tions of  the  government.  S.  SWARTWOUT. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  cannot  forbear  re- 
marking, that  during  their  whole  investigation 
they  have  not  found  the  case  to  which  the  laws, 
as  they  already  exist,  do  not  apply,  or  in  which 
they  are  defective.  The  permanent  provisions  of 
the  laws  constitute  every  necessary  check  upon 
collectors,  receivers,  and  disbursers  of  public  mo- 
ney; and  the  checks  which,  by  law,  have  been, 
and  may  be,  created  in  the  discretion  of  the  exe- 
cutive, have  only  to  be  attended  to,  and  applied  by 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  superintend  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  to  ensure  faithfulness,  and  detect  de- 
relictions or  defalcations  in  public  officers. 

Indeed,  in  all  the  new  recommendations  which 
have  been  proposed  by  the  president  or  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  the  committee  have  found 
either  what  already  exists,  or  what  might  always 
have  been  prescribed  and  enforced  in  the  form  of 
treasury  regulations,  and  what,  if  enforced,  would 
have  prevented  the  late  defalcations;  and  these 
new  recommendations  can,  indeed,  be  regarded  in 
no  other  light  than  as  so  many  proofs  of  what  re- 
gulations, in  respect  to  the  late  defaulting  collec- 
tors, receivers,  &c.,  have  been  hitherto  wholly  ne- 
glected by  the  present  executive  and  heads  of  de- 
partments. 

The  committee  hereto  append  the  journal  of 
their  proceedings,  and  submit  it  to  the  house  as  a 
part  of  this  report. 

PART  VI. 

mr.  hopkins’s  special  concurrence  in  the  re- 
port OF  THE  COMMITTEE,  APPENDED  THERETO 

EY  VOTE  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

I have  not  had  the  requisite  time  for  scrutiniz- 
ing the  report  of  the  committee  with  that  care  and 
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attention  which  its  length  and  importance  deserve, 
and  which  I could  have  desired;  and  I should  have 
preferred,  for  this  reason,  to  have  presented  the 
journal  of  the  committee,  without  comment,  to  the 
house  of  representatives.  But,  as  conflicting  opin- 
ions prevail  in  the  committee,  and  are  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  country  in  the  shape  of  formal  re- 
ports, I consider  it  my  duty  to  say  that  I concur 
with  the  committee  in  all  the  conclusions  at  which 
they  have  arrived,  so  far  as  those  conclusions  ap- 
ply to  the  extent  and  character  of  the  defalcations 
of  Samuel  Swartwout  and  William  M.  Price. 

I should  be  faithless  to  my  duty,  and  do  violence 
to  the  most  conscientious  convictions  of  my  judg- 
ment, if  I did  not  also  declare  my  entire  concur- 
rence in  those  conclusions  of  the  committee  which 
relate  to  the  conduct  of  the  late  naval  officer  of  the 
custom  house  at  New  York;  to  the  late  and  present 
solicitor  of  the  treasury;  to  the  secretary  and  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  treasury  department,  in- 
cluding the  late  comptroller  of  that  department; 
and,  in  that  part  of  the  report  which  reviews  the 
conduct  of  J.  Hoyt,  the  present  collector  of  the 
customs  at  the  port  of  New  York. 

G.  W.  HOPKINS,  member  of  the  committee. 

REPORT  OP  THE  MINORITY. 

Mr.  Owens,  from  the  minority  of  the  committee 
herein  mentioned,  submitted  the  following: 

25th  congress,  3 d session. 

Congress  of  the  United  States, 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Jan.  17,  1839. 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  of  the  8th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1838,  relating  to  the  defalcation  of  the  late 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  (except  so 
much  as  relates  to  the  modification  of  the  revenue 
laws),  be  referred  to  a select  committee  of  nine 
members,  to  be  appointed  by  the  house,  by  ballot, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
and  extent  of  the  late  defalcations  of  the  custom- 
house at  New  York  and  other  places;  the  length 
of  time  they  have  existed;  the  correctness  of  the 
returns  which  have  been  made  by  the  collectors, 
naval  and  other  officers,  and  the  deposite  banks, 
respectively;  and  all  such  facts  connected  with 
said  defalcations  as  may  be  deemed  material  to 
develop  their  true  character. 

Be  it  farther  resolved,  That  said  committee  be 
required  to  inquire  into,  and  make  report  of,  any 
defalcations  among  the  collectors,  receivers,  and 
disbursers  of  the  public  money,  which  may  now 
exist;  who  are  the  defaulters;  the  amount  of  de- 
falcations; the  length  of  time  they  have  existed, 
and  the  causes  which  led  to  them;  and  that  said 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

The  minority  of  the  committee,  appointed  under 
the  above  resolutions  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, beg  leave  to  report: 

That  the  committee  entered  on  the  duties  as- 
signed them  soon  after  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tions. At  their  first  meeting  and  organization  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  a resolution  was  offered 
in  these  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  this  committee  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  proper  executive  department  with  a 
table  showing  the  defalcations  which  have  occurred 
among  the  collectors,  receivers,  and  disbursers  of 
public  money,  and  other  public  officers,  since  the 
4th  day  of  March,  1829;  the  names  of  the  de- 
faulters; the  amount  of  each  defalcation;  when 
each  case  occurred;  the  length  of  time  each  case 
has  existed;  what  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
proper  departments  or  officers  to  prosecute  the 
defaulter,  and  to  secure  the  United  States  in  each 
case;  and  what  defaulters  are  retained  in  the  same 
offices  in  which  they  became  defaulters,  or  have 
been  appointed  to  other  offices. — ■ 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  two  of  the  undersigned, 
(the  third  not  being  then  present),  was  unautho- 
rised by  the  terms  or  the  spirit  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  house,  which  are  confined  to  the  late,  defal- 
cations, and  could  not  be  construed  to  include  de- 
falcations as  far  back  as  the  4th  March,  1829, 
which  had  been  heretofore  reported  to  congress 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  no  action 
had  thereon  by  the  house.  Under  this  view  of  the 
subject,  and  believing  it  to  be  the  first  step  to  give 
a latitudinarian  construction  to  the  power  delegated, 
(and  which  opinion  was  confirmed  by  subsequent 
events),  one  of  the  undersigned  deemed  it  a duty 
he  owed  to  the  house  to  offer  an  amendment,  in 
these  words:  “Strike  out  the  words  ‘defalcations 


which  have  occurred  among  the  collectors,  receiv- 
ers, and  disbursers  of  public  money,  and  other 
public  officers,  since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1829,’ 
and  insert  the  words,  ‘the  late  defalcations  in 
the  custom-house  at  New  York  and  other  places, 
and  any  other  defalcations  prior  to  1838,  and  not 
heretofore  reported  by  the  departments  to  con- 
gress and  the  country.’”  The  amendment  was 
rejected,  and  the  original  resolution  adopted. 

The  committee  being  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  the  great  object  of  the  house  in  raising  the 
committee  was  to  investigate  the  causes  and  ex- 
tent of  the  defalcations  at  the  custom-house  at 
New  York,  deemed  it  proper  to  adjourn  to  that 
city,  where  the  defalcations  had  arisen,  the  wit- 
nesses or  actors  in  the  same  resided,  and  the  docu- 
mentary evidence  was  to  be  found.  In  pursuance 
of  this  determination,  the  committee  assembled, 
on  the  24th  January,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and,  without  loss  of  time,  engaged  in  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  investigation.  At  the  suggestion  of 
one  of  the  members,  whether  the  committee  were 
to  carry  on  their  investigation  open  to  the  public 
at  large,  it  appeared  to  be  tacitly  agreed  that  such 
a course  was  calculated  to  embarrass  the  com- 
mittee, as  they  had  no  power  to  suppress  disorder, 
in  case  any  should  arise;  but  no  intimation  was 
given  that  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  should 
be  secret.  In  the  mean  time,  paragraphs  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  of  New  York,  stating  the  com- 
mittee sat  with  closed  doors.  It  was  evident  also, 
from  the  wide  and  extended  range  of  the  investi- 
gation, that  many  persons  were  likely  to  be  impli- 
cated, both  officers  of  the  government  and  private 
citizens.  The  undersigned  believed  that  the  com- 
mittee, though  a select  committee,  was  not  a secret 
committee;  that  the  house,  when  it  passed  the  reso- 
lution, never  intended  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee to  be  kept  secret;  that  justice  required 
prompt  and  early  notice  should  be  given  all  per- 
sons accused  ; that  the  charge  should  be  made  in 
a public  manner,  the  accused  confronted  with  the 
accuser,  and  that  secret  inquiries  were  unknown 
to  the  constitution,  and  alien  to  the  practice  and 
feelings  of  the  American  people.  The  minority 
of  the  committee  entertaining  these  sentiments, 
and  not  knowing  the  views  of  the  majority  upon 
this  interesting  subject  of  secrecy;  and  finding 
(though  other  persons  were  excluded)  two  or  three 
witnesses  at  one  and  the  same  time  were  admitted 
into  the  committee-room,  thereby  subjecting  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee  to  misrepresentation, 
and  the  action  of  individual  members  to  suspicion 
and  calumny,  deemed  it  proper  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject before  the  committee  ill  a substantive  form, 
and  to  call  for  a distinct  expression  of  opinion,  by 
proposing  the  following  resolutions: 

Whereas  all  proceedings  of  an  inquisitorial 
character,  and  conducted  in  secret,  are  at  variance 
with  the  principles  of  republican  government  and 
abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of  the  American  people: 

And,  as  justice  demands  that  all  persons, 
whether  they  be  officers  of  the  government  or 
private  citizens,  who,  in  the  course  of  this  inves- 
tigation, may  be  implicated  or  charged  with  offi- 
cial misconduct,  or  being  concerned  in  aiding  or 
abetting  such  misconduct,  should  have  immediate 
and  prompt  notice  of  the  charge,  so  that,  if  innocent, 
they  may  repel  it;  and  that,  whatever  may  be  the 
nature  of  the  charge,  it  is  but  reasonable  and  just 
that  the  same  be  publicly  brought  forward  and 
publicly  answered: 

And,  as  the  members  of  the  committee  have  no 
reason  to  desire  to  disguise  or  conceal  from  public 
view  all  or  any  of  its  actings  and  doings  in  the 
exercise  of  the  delicate  and  responsible  commis- 
sion imposed  on  them:  to  the  intent,  therefore,  of 
having  no  misunderstanding  on  this  subject, 

Be  it  resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee that,  though  a select  committee  appointed 
by  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  not  a secret  committee ; that,  though 
invested  with  the  power  of  inquiry  as  contained 
in  the  resolutions  of  the  house,  that  power  ought 
to  be  exercised  in  an  open  and  public  manner, 
and  should  be  not  only  free  from  any  direct  charge 
of  concealment,  but  front  the  remotest  suspicion 
of  it. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  committee  shall  be  open  and  public, 
as  being  the  mode,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
best  calculated  to  attain  the  ends  of  justice,  to 
satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  the  people,  and  to 
protect  the  rights  and  privileges  of  American 
citizens. 


Which,  after  an  amendment  offered,  were  all 
finally  laid  on  the  table,  to  the  astonishment  and 
mortification  of  the  undersigned,  and,  no  doubt, 
to  the  surprise  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Under  these  extraordinary  circumstances,  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee  being  secret  or 
public,  according  to  the  judgment,  discretion,  or 
caprice  of  witnesses  or  members  of  the  committee, 
the  investigation  was  carried  on.  Numerous  wit- 
nesses were  examined  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
defalcation. 

The  undersigned  will  not  go  into  a detailed 
statement  of  the  heads  or  items,  such  as  forfei- 
tures, penalties,  bonds,  &e.,  upon  which  Swart- 
wout based  his  peculations,  but  refer  the  house 
to  the  journal  of  the  committee.  They  will  simply 
remark,  that  the  bond  item  gave  the  facility  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  principal  part  of  the 
defalcation.  These  peculations  commenced  at  an 
early  period  of  Swartwout’s  official  life,  and  went 
on,  increased  and  increasing,  until  its  close.  The 
art  and  managpment  with  which  it  was  concealed 
will  attract  attention.  One  occurrence  referred  to 
in  the  testimony  is  not  the  least  remarkable  in  this 
extraordinary  affair.  When  Swartwout,  in  1834, 
was  renominated  by  the  then  president  of  the 
United  States,  the  nomination  was  referred,  as 
usual,  by  the  senate  to  a committee,  which  com- 
mittee was  composed  of  a majority  opposed  to  the 
then  administration.  In  the  investigation  of  Swart- 
wout’s accounts  before  that  committee,  suspicion 
arose  that  he  was  in  default.  Mr.  Shultz,  the 
then  auditor  of  the  custom-house,  a witness  exam- 
ined by  this  committee,  was  called  upon  by  the 
committee  of  the  senate  to  aid  them  in  the  exam- 
ination and  to  give  them  information  in  regard  to 
Swartwout’s  accounts;  and  after,  it  is  presumed, 
a thorough  investigation,  the  committee  reported 
favorably  to  the  senate,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed  by  the  then  existing  senate,  composed 
of  a majority  of  senators  opposed  to  the  adminis- 
tration ; though  there  was  at  this  time  a defalca- 
tion to  a considerable  amount  known  to  Mr. 
Shultz,  but  not  communicated  to  the  committee  of 
the  senate,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  fol- 
lowing questions  and  answers: 

Question  26.  Did  you  know,  when  you  were  be- 
fore the  committee  of  the  senate  in  1834,  that  Mr. 
Swartwout  had  not  paid  over  to  the  cashier  the 
sum  of  more  than  $30,000  received  by  him  for 
forfeitures? 

Answer.  I knew  that  Mr.  Swartwout  had  at 
that  time  more  than  $30,000  for  forfeitures  which 
he  had  not  paid  over  to  the  cashier. 

Question  27.  Did  you  inform  the  committee  of 
the  senate,  or  any  officer  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, that  Mr.  Swartwout  had  not  paid  over  the 
money  received  by  him  for  forfeitures;  and,  if 
not,  why? 

Answer.  I did  not,  because  I did  not  think  it  my 
duty. 

Question  33.  Why  did  you  not  regard  it  as  your 
duty  to  inform  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  or 
the  committee  of  the  senate,  that  Mr.  Swartwout 
had  not  paid  over  the  money  received  from  the 
marshal  for  forfeitures? 

Answer.  Because  we  clerks  of  the  custom- 
house consider  ourselves  as  in  the  service  of  the  col- 
lector, and  not  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  “collection  law”  does  not  seem  to  regard  the 
clerks  of  the  collector  as  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  as  the  markers  and  weighers,  &c., 
who  are  appointed  by  the  treasury  department. 
We  have  always  thought  ourselves  the  private 
assistants  of  the  collector.  It  was  my  duty  to 
render  the  accounts  truly,  and  credit  the  United 
States  truly,  as  I did;  hut  not  to  inquire  into  the 
private  transactions  of  the  collector. 

These  answers  afford  a valuable  instance  of 
custom-house  morality  and  patriotism. 

That  the  defalcations  should  have  been  so  long 
concealed  from  the  department  and  the  public, 
though  at  first  a matter  of  surprise,  will  create 
no  great  astonishment  when  Mr.  Shultz’s  testi- 
mony is  considered. 

The  manner  of  keeping  the  accounts  in  the 
custom-house  was  calculated  to  effect  the  object 
of  concealment.  The  auditor  oi  the  custom-house 
and  the  naval  officer,  intended  as  checks  upon  the 
collector,  were  kept  in  total  ignorance  as  to  the 
true  state  of  the  accounts;  and,  as  the  treasury 
department  depended  on  their  statements,  it  was 
equally  ignorant. 

Two  of  the  witnesses,  Ogden  and  Phillips,  cashier 
and  assistant  cashier  of  the  custom-house,  say, 
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they  frequently  made  no  entry  at  all  in  the  cash- 
book,  of  moneys  abstracted  by  Swartwout  for  his 
private  expenses.  When,  bonds  were  paid,  no 
credit  was  given  for  them.  The  cash-book  being 
in  the  possession  of  these  individuals,  they  fur- 
nished such  statements  to  the  auditor  as  suited 
their  purposes,  and  concealed  the  accurate  and 
true  state  of  the  account. 

Some  effort  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  in- 
vestigation, to  show  that  Swartwout  always  made 
to  the  department  at  Washington  true  and  accu- 
rate statements  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  his 
accounts,  and  thereby  drawing  an  inference,  that 
if  they  had  been  carefully  examined  the  defalca- 
tions could  soon  have  been  detected.  The  under- 
signed are  of  opinion  such  is  not  the  fact,  and  that 
it  was  scarcely  possible,  under  any  circumstances, 
to  make  the  detection  in  any  other  manner  than 
by  the  personal  inspection  of  the  bonds  and  the 
books  of  the  custom-house.  On  this  branch  of 
the  subject  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Woodbury  and  the  first  auditor  at  Wash- 
ington, as  contained  in  the  journal. 

Mr.  Fleming,  the  auditor  at  that  time,  and  now 
auditor  of  tne  custom-house,  (a  very  respectable 
and  intelligent  witness),  testifies  that  he  had  sus- 
picions in  June,  1S37,  that  there  was  a deficiency 
in  the  bond  account:  he  communicated  the  suspi- 
cion to  Mr.  Phillips,  the  assistant  cashier,  who 
answered  him  in  a very  laconic  manner,  “that 
credit  was  given  in  the  cash-book  for  all  the  bonds 
that  were  paid;  the  rest  were  in  suspense.”  He 
also  states,  that  though  the  accounts  of  Swartwout 
transmitted  to  the  department  at  Washington  con- 
tained a true  and  accurate  statement  of  the  aggre- 
gate amounts,  there  was  a deficiency  and  conceal- 
ment of  the  true  cash  balance,  as  was  afterwards 
discovered  by  the  examination  of  the  cash-book  of 
the  custom-house,  in  a sum  exceeding  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  In  this  manner  the  fraud  was 
carried  on  and  kept  secret.  Mr.  Fleming  also 
states,  that  but  for  the  suspension  of  the  payment 
of  the  bonds,  and  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
the  frauds  could  not  have  been  carried  on  without 
exciting  suspicion  and  leading  to  detection. 

Great  credit  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  present 
collector  and  auditor  of  the  custom-house  for 
making  the  discovery  as  early  as  it  was  made. 
The  urgency  of  the  former  to  have  his  accounts 
settled,  and  prepared  for  transmission  to  Wash- 
ington, in  a great  degree  produced  and  hastened 
the  development.  But  for  this  circumstance,  the 
combination  and  conspiracy  existing  in  the  custom- 
house to  defraud  the  government,  would  have  had 
the  effect  to  conceal  it  a much  longer  time. 

It  may  be  confidently  asserted,  that  under  the 
existing  laws,  and,  indeed,  under  any  safeguards 
that  may  be  established  to  protect  the  public  purse, 
without  honor  and  integrity  in  the  public  officer  it 
may  and  will  be  plundered,  and  the  fact  concealed 
for  a considerable  time  without  the  possibility  of 
discovery. 

The  business  of  the  custorn-house  at  New  York 
is  so  various  and  complicated,  that,  under  the 
provision  of  the  act  of  Congress,  the  collector  is 
allowed  three  months  after  the  expiration  of  each 
quarter  to  make  his  returns;  frequently,  from  ne- 
cessity, this  time  has  been  extended  to  four  months; 
two  or  three  months  are  consumed  in  the  auditor 
and  comptroller’s  offices  at  Washington  in  audit- 
ing and  settling  these  accounts.  Until  this  is  done, 
the  defalcations  cannot  be  certainly  known;  so 
that  they  may  be  concealed  from  five  to  seven 
months,  and  that  under  the  operation  of  the  law. 

By  reference  to  the  journal,  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  is  some  discrepancy  in  the  testimony  on  the 
subject  of  the  extent  of  the  loss.  Most  of  the 
witnesses  agree  that  the  amount  of  defalcation 
corresponds  with  the  statements  heretofore  made 
by  the  officers  of  the  government  who  were  sent 
to  New  York,  at  or  immediately  after  the  same 
was  made  known,  and  whose  reports  have  been 
submitted  to  the  house. 

The  witness  (Mr.  Shultz)  before  alluded  to, 
former  auditor  of  the  custom-house,  and  who  for 
a long  period  of  time  filled  that  station,  reduces 
by  his  testimony  the  amount  in  a considerable 
degree.  The  house  has  before  seen  what  reliance 
should  be  placed  on  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Shultz. 
As  additional  evidence  of  the  confidence  to  he 
given  him,  the  journal  is  referred  to,  where  Mr. 
Shultz  states  that  the  weekly  returns  made  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  under  the  regulation  of 
the  department  included  the  items  forfeitures  and 
penalties,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  have 


enabled  the  secretary  in  fifteen  minutes  to  have 
detected  the  defalcations,  so  far  as  those  items  are 
concerned,  though  testified  to  with  great  confi- 
dence, and  with  an  apparent  knowledge  of  the 
fact,  is  totally  disproved  by  the  chief  clerk  of  the 
treasury  department,  and  the  documentary  evi- 
dence derived  from  that  department,  to  wit,  the 
weekly  returns  themselves.  Mr.  Schultz  is  also  a 
very  aged  man,  infirm  in  body  and  mind,  and,  like 
most  old  persons,  better  able  tp  give  a clear  and 
distinct  account  of  transactions  of  long  standing 
than  recent  occurrences.  But,  whatever  may  be 
the  accurate  amount,  the  ostensible  sum  total, 
established  by  unquestionable  testimony,  is  wery 
large.  The  actual  or  real  amount,  however,  lost 
to  the  government,  concerning  which  no  informa- 
tion can  be  obtained,  it  is  impossible  to  say,  and 
can  be  only  a subject  of  conjecture. 

One  fact  brought  forth  by  the  investigation  is  of 
a remarkable  character  and  deserves  notice.  Mr. 
Thompson,  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  America, 
(then  one  of  the  deposite  banks),  states  that  cheeks 
of  different  amounts,  some  for  very  large  sums, 
were  indiscriminately  drawn  by  Swartwout  or  his 
deputies,  and  paid  by  the  bank.  This  practice, 
dangerous  at  all  times  to  the  government  and  the 
collector,  was  peculiarly  hazardous  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  late  collector,  whose  business 
habits  did  not  qualify  him  for  a strict  scrutiny  into 
the  fiscal  affairs  of  his  office.  By  it,  an  opportu- 
nity was  afforded  and  temptation  given  to  pecula- 
tion in  the  custom-house. 

The  causes  which  combined  to  produce  the  de- 
falcation are  various : 

The  first  was  the  unfortunate  appointment  by 
the  president  and  confirmation  by  the  senate,  for 
two  successive  terms,  of  a man  like  Swartwout, 
who,  from  habits  and  pursuits,  was  totally  dis- 
qualified to  discharge  the  duties  of  collector  at 
New  York;  a port  the  most  important  in  the 
Union,  and  where  one-half  if  not  two-thirds  of 
the  revenue  of  the  government  is  collected. 

The  second  was  the  disposition  of  Swartwout  to 
engage  in  large  and  hazardous  speculations — a 
passion  the  most  lasting  in  its  excitement,  and 
most  disposed  to  increase  by  the  food  it  feeds  on  ; 
and  in  an  officer  of  the  government  intrusted  with 
large  sums  of  money,  the  most  dangerous  in  its 
operation  upon  him  as  an  individual,  as  well  as 
the  government. 

There  is  much  testimony  on  this  head.  Some  of 
the  witnesses  best  qualified  to  judge — the  brokers 
of  New  York — state,  in  technical  language,  he 
was  a great  operator  in  slocks  in  Wall  street;  like 
all  business  of  this  description,  it  was  liable  to 
great  fluctuations,  Swartwout  sometimes  winning, 
at  others  losing  large  sums  of  money.  The  evi- 
dence as  to  actual  loss  or  gain  is  by  no  means 
satisfactory. 

The  third  cause  which  contributed,  in  some  de- 
gree, was  the  want  of  a regular  and  periodical 
examination  of  the  bond  account  in  the  auditor’s 
office  in  Washington.  One  of  the  witnesses,  and 
a clerk  in  that  bureau,  says  the  bond  account, 
prior  to  the  defalcation,  had  not  been  examined 
since  1832.  Before  that  time  it  had  been  the 
practice  in  the  office.  Why  it  was  abandoned  he 
knew  not,  unless  from  an  opinion  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary, or  that  there  was  not  a sufficient  number 
of  clerks  in  the  office  to  discharge  the  duties,  at 
all  limes  very  onerous;  there  being,  at  a moderate 
calculation,  not  less  than  30,000  bonds  taken  in  a 
year  in  New  York  alone.  But  whatever  may 
have  produced  the  abandonment  of  the  practice, 
it  was  calculated  to  lead  his  successor  in  office 
into  error:  that  successor  would  naturally  follow 
the  practice  existing  at  the  time  in  his  bureau,  as 
the  one  adopted  from  experience,  and  found  to 
answer  the  public  exigencies.  No  blame  can, 
therefore,  be  attributed  to  the  present  first  auditor, 
he  having  been,  previous  to  these  occurrences,  but 
a short  time  in  office,  and,  of  course,  not  well 
qualified  to  judge  of  the  practical  utility  in  this 
particular  branch  of  his  duty.  On  this  subject 
we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  his  testimony  as  contained 
in  the  journal. 

The  fourth  cause  was  the  non-execution  of  Swart- 
wout’s  official  bond  for  a great  length  of  time  after 
his  last  appointment  in  1834.  The  bond  bears 
date  in  1834,  but  remained  in  the  custom-house 
unexecuted  until  1837,  when  it  was  certified  by 
the  district  attorney  of  New  York,  Mr.  Price,  and 
the  comptroller  at  Washington.  For  nearly  three 
years  no  bond  of  the  collector  of  New  York,  the 
principal  port  in  the  Union,  was  in  the  comptrol- 
ler’s office ; and  the  collector  was  left  to  carry  on 


the  great  fiscal  operations  of  the  custom-house 
without  any  security,  except  that  based  upon  his 
own  responsibility.  As  to  the  sufficiency  of  the 
security  afforded  the  government  by  the  bond  when 
executed,  that  is  a subject  not  susceptible  of  posi- 
tive proof,  until  tested  by  legal  decision,  and  must 
remain  a matter  of  speculation  and  opinion. 

Should  the  security  in  the  bond  be  hereafter 
found  insufficient,  it  will  be  attributable  to  Price, 
the  district  attorney  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
where  the  sureties  resided,  and  who,  before  he 
certified  the  bond,  did  make,  or  ought  to  have 
made,  the  necessary  inquiries  as  to  their  pecu- 
niary responsibility. 

The  bond,  though  executed  at  so  late  a period, 
will  protect  the  government  as  far  as  the  amount 
extends;  a large  part  of  the  defalcation  having 
taken  place  after  its  execution,  and  therefore 
embraced  by  it. 

It  is  true,  little  security  will  be  afforded  by  it 
to  the  government,  when  the  penal  sum  contained 
in  the  bond  is  compared  with  the  large  amount  of 
the  defalcation  ; and  had  a regular  account  of  the 
bonds  been  kept  in  the  auditor’s  office,  there  is 
very  strong  and  conclusive  testimony  to  show  it 
would  have  neither  prevented  nor  detected  the 
defalcation. 

The  bond  of  Swartwout  not  being  executed  and 
deposited  in  the  office,  nor  any  entry  of  his  ap- 
pointment as  collector  made  by  the  comptroller 
of  1834,  was  such  a want  of  official  diligence  as 
no  one  could  have  supposed  or  anticipated,  and 
could  not  have  excited  any  suspicion  in  the  mind 
of  his  immediate  successor  (not  the  present  acting 
comptroller,  who  came  into  office  after  the  dis- 
covery of  these  defalcations),  so  as  to  induce  him 
to  order  ar.  examination;  he  took  it  for  granted 
the  usual  course  had  been  pursued  in  relation  to 
Swartwout’s  appointment  and  bond.  The  ne- 
glect, therefore,  of  the  former  auditor  and  comp- 
troller, in  these  particulars,  is  strange  and  unac- 
countable. 

The  only  excuse  for  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact, 
that,  a short  time  anterior  to  these  occurrences, 
and  long  before,  the  heads  of  these  bureaus  were 
two  aged  men,  incapable,  from  physical  and  mental 
infirmities,  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  on 
them  with  the  diligence  and  strict  supervising 
attention  that  these  important  offices  demanded. 
The  evidence  on  the  journal  on  this  subject  is 
very  strong.  The  retention  of  aged  persons  in 
office  who  have  grown  old  in  the  service  of  the 
state,  is  an  evil  incident  to  all  governments,  and 
more  particularly  to  our  democratic  one.  To  dis- 
miss an  officer  under  such  circumstances,  is  a 
harsh  measure,  and  well  calculated  to  shock  the 
feelings  and  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  people ; 
to  retain  him  when  incapable  of  performing  his 
functions,  is  dangerous  to  the  security  of  the 
public  treasure,  and  injurious  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  people.  Better  would  it  be  to  let  the  civil 
officers  of  government,  who  have  faithfully  dis- 
charged their  duty  for  many  years,  retire  at  a 
certain  designated  period  of  life  upon  a pension, 
than  to  have  them  remain  in  office  but  the  sha- 
dows of  themselves.  Upon  the  principle  of 
economy  alone,  so  dear  to  the  American  people, 
the  course  suggested  would  be  highly  advanta- 
geous to  the  country. 

The  fifth  cause  was  the  irregular  and  loose 
manner  in  which  the  whole  business  of  the  custom 
house  was  conducted,  (and  which  has  been  advert- 
ed to  befoie  in  this  report);  and  from  the  fact  that 
the  naval  officer  who,  under  the  laws,  was  intend- 
ed as  a check  upon  the  collector,  has  not,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  functions,  supervised  the  accounts 
with  that  care  and  diligence  the  importance  of  the 
subject  demanded. 

The  sixth  cause  is  to  be  found  in  a practice 
grown  up  of  late  years — the  keeping  by  the  col- 
lector what  is  termed  a “suspense  account,”  under 
which  head  he  retains  large  sums  of  money  to 
meet  protests  and  suits  upon  duties  overpaid,  &c., 
and  which,  for  his  own  security,  he  is  in  a great 
measure  compelled  to  retain;  the  courts  of  justice 
having  determined  in  such  cases  that  he  is  personally 
liable.  Whether  these  decisions  are  founded  on  true 
and  just  principles  of  national  policy,  the  under- 
signed will  not  undertake  to  decide;  but  they  may 
be  permitted  to  remark,  the  sooner  there  is  some 
legislative  action  on  this  subject,  the  better  for  the 
country  and  the  collectors. 

The  seventh  cause  was  the  convulsion  and  total 
derangement  produced  in  the  business  of  the  cus- 
tom house  by  the  suspension  of  the  payment  of 
bonds  by  the  government,  and  the  suspension  of 
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specie  payments  by  the  banks.  The  amount  of 
bonds  operated  upon  by  these  causes  are  contained 

in  the  answers  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  in  these  words: 

Question  37.  What  amount  of  bonds  were  due, 
or  running  to  maturity,  a short  time  before,  at  the 
time,  and  during  the  time,  of  the  convulsion  pro- 
duced by  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by 
the  banks,  and  coming  under  the  instructions  of 
the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  in  May,  1837? 

Answer.  In  reply,  I would  state,  that  the  amount 
of  bonds  falling  due  between  the  1st  of  May  and 
the  1st  of  October,  1837,  in  the  United  States,  was, 
probably  from  five  to  six  millions.  I have  not 
examined  to  see  the  exact  amount;  but  of  those, 
some  were  put  in  suit,  and  neither  paid  nor  post- 
poned under  the  instructions  of  the  solicitor,  in 
May,  1837,  and  others  were  paid  without  suit  or 
postponement:  so  that  the  amount  postponed 
under  these  instructions  was  estimated  to  be  not 
far  from  four  millions  of  dollars. 

Question  — . What  amount  of  bonds  came  under 
the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  congress  of  1837 : 
the  one  produced  by  the  fire  in  New  York,  and 
the  other  produced  by  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks? 

Answer.  In  reply,  I state,  that  the  postpone- 
ments actually  made  under  the  two  acts  in  Octo- 
ber, as  to  former  bonds  and  merchandise  on  which 
cash  duties  had  accrued,  are  estimated  to  have 
been  from  four  to  four  and  a half  millions.  The 
amount  coming  within  the  operation  of  relief 
asked  and  granted  on  account  of  the  fire,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  about  $1,063,000. 

As  also  to  the  following  question: 

Question  1.  Please  state,  should  a combination 
exist  between  the  district  attorney  and  the  col- 
lector to  defraud  the  government,  by  placing  bonds 
which  have  actually  been  paid  in  his  weekly  ac- 
count, transmitted  to  your  department,  under  the 
head  of  bonds  suspended,  or  bonds  in  suit,  if  there 
are  any  means  in  your  power,  as  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  to  make  the  detection,  except  by  personal 
inspection  and  examination  of  the  bonds  at  New 
York? 

Mr.  Woodbury  answers  in  the  negative,  and 
gives  his  reasons  in  extenso,  as  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  journal. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
so  sudden  and  unexpected,  at  a period  of  profound 
peace,  and  under  the  appearance  of  great  national 
prosperity,  was  well  calculated  not  only  to  derange 
the  business  of  the  custom-house  of  New  York, 
but  did  convulse  the  whole  trade  of  this  country, 
and,  in  its  consequences,  affected  that  of  those 
states  or  kingdoms  with  whom  we  had  commercial 
relations.  A contingency  so  extraordinary  could 
not  have  been  anticipated ; and,  consequently, 
there  were  no  existing  laws  to  protect  the  govern- 
ment from  its  baneful  effects. 

By  rendering  the  acts  of  congress  in  relation  to 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money  a dead  letter, 
it  made  the  banks  cease  to  be  depositories  of  the 
public  money;  took  away  the  authority  of  the  de- 
partment to  receive  their  paper  in  payment  of 
public  dues;  and,  from  necessity,  threw  the  pay- 
ment of  the  bonds  into  the  custom-house,  and  into 
the  hands  of  Swartwout  and  his  agents,  uncon- 
trolled oy  any  legislative  provision,  or  any  other  safe- 
guards that  otherwise  would  have  been  provided 
to  protect  the  public  purse. 

It  may  be,  and  no  doubt  will  be,  said,  that,  not- 
withstanding this  act  of  the  banks,  if  their  paper 
had  been  received  by  the  government,  and  the 
bonds  still  paid  in  the  banks,  the  loss,  or  a greater 
part  of  it,  would  not  have  been  sustained.  The 
undersigned  will  not  undertake  to  decide  what 
would  have  been  its  ultimate  effect. 

The  legality  and  propriety  of  such  a measure, 
as  an  act  of  the  government,  is  submitted  to  the 
good  sense  and  intelligence  of  the  American  peo- 
ple; the  reason  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
not  adopting  it,  is  to  be  found  in  the  acts  of  con- 
gress, and  the  practice  of  the  government  founded 
thereon,  which  prohibit  the  officers  of  the  revenue 
receiving  in  payment  any  thing  but  gold  or  silver, 
or  its  equivalent.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury 
was  not  warranted  by  law  to  receive  the  paper  of 
these  banks;  if  he  had  done  so,  he  would  have 
been  liable  to  impeachment;  and,  from  the  known 
temper  of  the  times,  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  impeached.  If  authority  to  receive 
such  paper  had  been  given,  it  would  have  been 
not  only  a violation  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  but 
disreputable  to  the  office  and  degrading  to  the 
country;  it  would  have  had  a tendency  to  give 
official  countenance  to  this  act  of  the  banks,  so 


unjust  and  highly  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
people,  and  calculated  to  fix  a slain  on  the  national 
character.  If  an  option  had  been  left  him,  he 
could  not,  as  a public  officer,  and  a patriotic  man, 
have  hesitated  in  looking  to,  and  holding  on  in 
this  great  emergency,  to  the  individual  responsi- 
bility of  the  bondsman,  rather  than  receive  the 
paper  of  banks  which  had  taken  the  law  into  their 
own  hands;  had  legislated  for  themselves,  and 
themselves  alone ; and  had  violated  the  obliga- 
tions of  their  charters  and  the  faith  pledged  to  the 
public.  This  cause,  therefore,  opened  a field  for 
those  engaged  in  the  frauds  and  peculations,  by 
placing  the  money  of  the  people  in  the  hands  of 
Swartwout  and  his  subordinates,  uncontrolled  by 
law,  and  was  seized  upon  to  carry  on  a most  daring 
system  of  robbery  and  plunder. 

By  reference  to  the  testimony,  it  will  be  seen 
the  large  defalcation  occurred  on  the  bond  account, 
arid  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  1837,  a 
short  time  prior  to  and  subsequent  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  the  banks.  The  bond 
account,  however,  had  been  deranged,  no  doubt, 
in  a very  considerable  degree,  before  1837,  by  the 
renewal  of  bonds  under  the  acts  of  congress,  oc- 
casioned by  the  fire  in  New  York,  and  advantage 
taken  of  it. 

The  eighth  cause,  and  one  of  the  principal,  was 
a combination  of  unprincipled  men,  officers  in  the 
custom-house,  to  defraud  the  government  and 
plunder  the  people.  Without  this  combination 
Swartwout  could  not  have  concealed  his  frauds  a 
day,  certainly  not  a week.  That  men  of  former 
good  character  and  standing  in  society  should  have 
entered  into  the  conspiracy,  aiding  and  abetting 
Swartwout  in  his  peculations  of  the  public  purse, 
is  a subject  not  only  of  deep  mortification,  but  a 
national  disgrace. 

It  is  a deplorable  and  remarkable  instance  of 
the  corruption  of  the  times  in  which  we  live.  It 
becomes  still  more  remarkable  from  the  fact,  that 
one  of  the  men  (Phillips,  the  assistant  cashier  of 
the  custom-house)  so  aiding  Swartwout  in  his 
peculations,  when  examined  as  a witness,  and  the 
question  was  propounded  to  him  by  a member  of 
the  committee,  “Why,  knowing  as  he  did  that 
Swartwoutwas  defrauding  the  government,  he  did 
not  give  information  to  the  treasury  department?” 
answered,  with  great  coolness  and  composure,  in 
conformity  with  the  custom-house  practice  and  the 
reason  given  for  it  by  Mr.  Shultz,  “that  he  was  the 
clerk  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  and  did  not  like  to  dis- 
close the  secrets  of  his  employer;”  apparently 
considering  as  a virtue  his  fidelity  to  a public 
officer,  who,  with  the  witness’s  co-operation  and 
active  agency,  was  defrauding  the  people.  These 
developments,  and  the  inferences  naturally  drawn 
from  them,  must  irresistibly  lead  the  house  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  safety  of  the  public  money 
imperiously  demands  that  no  officer  of  the  custom- 
house connected  with  its  fiscal  concerns  should  be 
appointed  by  the  collector  himself,  but  should  re- 
ceive the  appointment  from  the  government,  and 
give  his  sole  allegiance  to  the  country. 

Other  causes  not  known  may,  and  no  doubt  did, 
contribute  to  produce  the  defalcations.  The  sub- 
ject-matter, however,  both  in  relation  to  the  extent 
and  the  causes  of  the  defalcation,  is  still  involved 
in  some  uncertainty.  The  character  of  the  testi- 
mony is  more  than  doubtful.  Some  of  the  wit- 
nesses, and  those  best  acquainted  with  the  facts, 
were  active  agents,  if  not  participators,  in  the 
frauds;  the  fountain,  therefore,  from  which  we 
derive  our  information,  or  the  greater  portion  of 
it,  is  impure  and  defiled.  No  reflecting  man,  ac- 
quainted with  the  operations  of  the  human  heart 
and  the  springs  of  human  action,  will  or  can 
place  much  reliance  in  testimony  thus  character- 
ized and  stamped  with  the  impress  of  fraud  and 
profligacy.  Each  man,  and  the  house  collective^, 
will  give  credence  to  it  according  to  the  degree  of 
credulity  he  or  they  may  possess ; and,  at  last,  a 
great  deal  must  depend,  like  the  mysteries  of  our 
holy  religion,  upon  the  faith  of  the  individual 
searching  for  truth. 

The  disposition  Swartwout  made  of  these  enor- 
mous sums  abstracted  from  the  public  coffers  is 
an  enigma  not  easily  solved.  The  evidence  fur- 
nishes no  clue  to  it.  The  inconsiderable  sum  left 
in  the  hands  of  Ogden,  and  the  value  of  the  real 
estate  in  different  parts  of  the  union,  form  but  a 
very  inconsiderable  item  on  the  credit  side  of  the 
account;  and  some  of  the  witnesses  say  Swart- 
wout is  now  a needy  man.  That  he  should  have 
been  possessed  of  so  little  property,  can  only  be 
accounted  for  on  philosophical  principles  and  the 


natural  oneration  of  the  human  mind.  Money 
thus  acquired  is  not  long  retained;  it  is  soon  dissi- 
pated in  extravagancies  that  leave  no  trace  behind 
them.  Much  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  pre- 
sent collector  of  New  York,  and  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury,  through  whose  instrumentality  the 
money  in  Ogden’s  hands,  and  the  security  afforded 
by  the  real  estate,  were  obtained.  The  money,  as 
Ogden  testifies,  \vas  intended  by  Swartwout  for 
other  purposes,  and  would  have  been  so  applied, 
but  for  the  sudden  arrival  and  unexpected  and 
vigorous  application  of  the  solicitor  of  the  trea- 
suiy  to  him,  as  agent  of  Swartwout,  to  pay  the 
same  to  the  United  States. 

During  the  progress  of  the  investigation,  and 
before  it  had  closed,  in  relation  to  Swartwout,  a 
member  of  the  committee  submitted  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  collector,  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  this  committee  with  all  letters  to 
and  from  the  treasury  department  and  the  collector 
of  the  customs  at  New  York;  and,  also,  all  orders 
and  instructions  from  the  treasury  department  to 
said  collector  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1837, 
up  to  the  present  day,  and  the  answers  of  said  col- 
lector, if  any,  to  said  orders  and  instructions,  not 
already  furnished  to  this  committee. 

This  resolution  afforded  another  instance  of  the 
construction  given  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  authority  contained  in  the  resolution 
of  the  house,  and  opened  a wide  field  of  inquiry, 
never  anticipated  by  the  house  or  the  country. 
One  of  the  undersigned,  therefore,  moved  the 
following  amendment: 

“ Provided , The  said  letters,  orders,  and  instruc- 
tions have  reference  to  the  late  defalcations  em- 
braced in  the  inquiry  of  this  committee.” 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  resolution 
adopted.  Satisfied  it  never  was  the  intention  of 
the  house  by  its  resolution  to  authorise  the  com- 
mittee to  go  into  the  investigation  of  the  actings 
and  doings  of  all  and  every  collector  and  disburser 
of  the  public  money,  charged  or  not  charged  with 
defalcations;  and  believing  lhat,  if  such  was  the 
intention  of  the  house,  it  had  no  constitutional 
power  to  invest  the  committee  with  such  authority, 
for,  though  the  house,  in  the  exercise  of  its  high 
parliamentary  power,  has  frequently  raised  com- 
mittees to  examine  into  alleged  frauds,  it  has  never 
undertaken,  by  its  sole  authority,  to  appoint  a com- 
mittee as  a fishing  committee  to  travel  through  the 
country  and  collect  materials  for  the  accusation  of 
the  officers  of  the  government.  So  far  from  this, 
the  undersigned  have  always  believed,  in  this  free 
country,  regulated  by  law,  Ihe  acceptance  of  an 
office  by  an  individual  does  not  deprive  him  of  the 
rights  of  a citizen ; and  before  he  can  be  called 
upon  by  the  action  of  the  house  of  representatives 
alone  to  defend  himself,  he  must  be  charged  with 
some  offence — that,  however  expedient  and  proper 
it  may  he  to  supervise  the  conduct  of  public  offi- 
cers, charged  or  not  charged  with  official  miscon- 
duct, so  far  as  the  latter  are  concerned,  it  cannot 
be  done  but  by  a legislative  act,  passed  in  the 
forms  provided  by  the  constitution. 

Freedom  consists  in  being  governed  by  known 
laws,  and  not  by  the  discretion  or  caprice  of  either 
branch  of  congress.  The  officer  of  the  govern- 
ment, against  whom  no  charge  is  made,  however 
innocent,  must  be  blind  indeed  if  he  does  not  see, 
his  sensibility  must  be  blunted  if  he  does  not  feel, 
that  the  inquiry  alone  casts  a shade  of  suspicion  on 
his  character;  that,  in  public  opinion,  he  is  more 
than  half  condemned  by  the  act  of  the  house. 
Such  proceedings,  if  tolerated,  are  calculated  to 
degrade  Ihe  officer  in  his  own  esteem,  and  in  that 
of  the  public;  and  the  inevitable  consequence  is 
to  drive  from  the  service  of  the  state  every  hon- 
orable man. 

To  allow  either  house  of  congress,  by  its  action 
alone,  to  direct  its  scrutiny  into  the  conduct  of  this 
or  that  particular  officer,  without  charge,  allega- 
tion, or  suggestion  of  misconduct,  would  be  to 
usurp  an  authority  not  recognised  by  the  constitu- 
tion, and  liable,  in  high  party  times,  to  great 
abuse.  It  would  be  an  arbitrary  exercise  of 
power  of  no  ordinary  character — similar  to  the 
sic  volo  of  the  Roman  lady.  It  would  be  the  con- 
centrated essence  of  despotism. 

For  the  purpose  of  testing  this  great  principle, 
and  ascertaining  the  sense  of  the  committee  on  it, 
one  of  the  undersigned  submitted  the  following 
resolution : 

Whereas  doubts  appear  to  exist  as  to  the  power 
conferred  on  this  committee  by  the  resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives;  and,  as  it  is  im- 
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porlant  that  a distinct  expression  of  opinion  should 
be  given  on  the  subject,  for  the  information  of  the 
house  under  whose  authority  we  act,  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States: 

Be  it  resolved,  That  it  is  the  deliberate  opinion 
of  this  committee,  that  the  authority  conferred  on 
them  by  the  resolution  aforesaid,  is  limited  in  its 
character;  that  it  is  confined  to  the  investigation 
of  the  late  defalcations,  and  to  the  actings  and 
doings  of  the  officers  of  the  government  therein 
contained,  against  whom  any  charge  is  made,  or 
suspicion  of  misconduct  rests;  but,  that  they  are 
not  authorised,  by  virtue  of  the  said  resolution, 
to  call  upon  all  or  any  of  the  officers  aforesaid, 
to  exhibit  their  books,  papers,  accounts,  and  cor- 
respondence, unless  some  foundation  is  laid  lor 
the  inquiry  by  a distinct  charge,  general  rumor, 
or  the  suggestion  of  some  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, upon  his  responsibility,  that  there  is  cause 
to  believe  there  is  misconduct  in  the  management 
of  the  office;  that  any  other  practice  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  rights  of  individuals,  arbitrary 
in  its  character,  and  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
genius  and  principles  of  our  republican  govern- 
ment. The  committee,  so  far  from  considering 
such  a power  was  ever  intended  to  be  conferred 
on  them,  are  of  opinion  that  the  exercise  of  such 
an  unlimited  authority  by  the  house  of  representatives 
alone  would  be  a violation  of  the  constitution,  and 
the  common  principles  of  justice. 

Which  was  rejected. 

At  a subsequent  meeting  of  the  committee,  when 
the  reading  of  the  journal  was  in  progress,  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  proposed  to  amend  it,  by 
striking  out  the  last  sentence  and  substituting  the 
following: 

“The  committee,  so  far  from  considering  any 
other  power  was  intended  to  be  conferred,  are  of 
opinion  that  the  delegation,  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives alone,  of  an  unlimited  authority  to  call  on 
all  officers,  without  restriction,  would  be  a violation 
of  the  sprit  of  the  constitution  and  the  principles 
of  common  justice.” 

It  is  evident  the  object  of  the  mover  was  not  to 
change  the  nature  of  the  proposition,  but  to  ex- 
press in  more  distinct  language  the  idea  intended 
to  be  conveyed.  This  reasonable  request  was  in- 
exorably refused,  and  the  proposition  itself  not 
allowed  to  be  inserted  on  the  journal.  It  is  sub- 
mitted without  further  commentary,  to  the  calm 
judgment  of  the  house,  and  to  the  intelligence  of 
the  people — the  latter  “being  seldom  wrong  in 
their  opinions,  in  their  sentiments  never.” 

By  the  rejection  of  that  resolution,  and  the 
course  pursued  by  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
it  was  manifest,  to  a common  observer,  the  case 
of  Swartwout  and  Price  was  to  be  partially,  at 
least,  abandoned,  and  a new  field  rf  discovery 
opened  and  entered  upon.  The  undersigned, 
fully  impressed  with  this  idea,  deemed  it  a duty 
they  owed  to  the  house  and  the  country  to  have  a 
distinct  expression  of  opinion  by  the  committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  defalcations  of  Swartwout 
and  Price,  constituting,  as  the  undersigned  sup- 
posed, the  principal  object  of  the  house  in  raising 
the  committee. 

For  this  purpose  one  of  the  undersigned  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  under  the  resolutions  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  one  of  (he  great  objects  was  the 
investigation  into  the  causes  of  the  defalcations  of 
Swartwout  and  Price;  and  as  the  \ isit  of  the  com- 
mittee to  New  York  was  to  attain  that  object,  (the 
persons  and  papers  being  there  to  enable  them  to 
make  the  necessary  examination  into  the  said 
causes);  and  as  the  public  mind  has  been  greatly 
excited  on  the  subject,  arid  looks  to  this  committee 
for  a thorough  investigation  into  the  actings  and 
doinsjs  of  the  persons  above  mentioned: 

Be  it  resolved,  That  this  committee  will  proceed, 
with  all  despatch,  to  investigate  the  case  of  Swart- 
wout, in  which  they  have  made  considerable  pro- 
gress; and,  when  that  is  complete  and  ended,  they 
will  take  up  the  case  of  Price  and  give  that  a tho- 
rough investigation. 

Which  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  call,  under  the  resolution  before  alluded  to, 
was  made  on  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  present  collector,  for 
papers  and  documents  in  relation  to  his  official  con- 
duct. He  responded  in  a written  communication, 
and,  among  other  matters,  asked  if  the  committee 
considered  him  as  a defaulter,  and  embraced  in  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives.  The 
replication  was  bv  a resolution  in  the  following 
words: 

Resolved,  That,  in  response  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 

Hoyt, of  the  28th  instant,  the  chairman  be  instruct- 


ed to  call  upon  him  again  to  furnish  this  committee 
with  all  letters  not  heretofore  furnished  from  the 
several  officers  of  the  treasury  department  to  the 
late  and  present  collector  at  New  York,  and  from 
said  collectors  to  said  officers  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment, since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1837,  up  to 
the  Yllh  day  of  January,  1839;  and  also  with  all  or- 
ders and  instructions  liom  said  officers  to  said  col- 
lectors, and  the  answers  of  said  collectors  thereto, 
if  any,  not  heretofore  furnished,  since  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1837,  up  to  the  17th  day  of  January, 
1839. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  this  committee 
cannot  recognise  any  authority  or  right  whatever 
in  any  collector,  receiver,  or  disburser  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  to  call  upon  “the  committee,”  or  “any 
of  its  members,”  to  prefer  or  to  disavow  a charge 
of  his  “being  a defaulter,”  before  such  officer  sends 
“the  correspondence”  of  “his  office,”  when  requir- 
ed, under  the  authority  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, “to  send  for  persons  and  papers,”  to  enable 
its  committee  “to  inquire  into,  and  make  report  of, 
any  defalcations  among  collectors,  receivers,  and 
disbursers  of  the  public  money,  which  may  now 
exist.”  Nor  can  this  committee,  or  “any  of  its 
members,”  report  whether  Mr.  Hoyt  is  or  is  not 
now  a defaulter,  until,  by  examination  of  the  “per- 
sons and  papers”  for  which  it  has  sent  and  will 
send,  it  shall  discover  “who  are  the  defaulters;  the 
amount  of  defalcations;  the  length  of  lime  they 
have  existed,  and  the  causes  which  led  to  them.” 
And  when  the  committee  shall  have  found  the  facts 
embraced  by  these  inquiries,  orclosed  its  investiga- 
tion; it  will  make  report  thereof  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives. 

By  this  resolution,  the  house  will  perceive  the 
opinion  entertained  by  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee as  to  the  extent  of  their  power,  and  the  mode 
and  manner  of  carrying  it  into  execution. 

The  doctrine  here  avowed  is,  that  an  officer  of 
government,  against  whom  no  charge  is  made  of 
defalcation,  and  no  suspicion  expressed,  is  called 
upon  to  exliibit  the  papers  of  his  office,  not  in  com- 
pliance with  the  requisition  of  existing  laws,  but 
the  ipse  dixit  of  a committee,  professing  to  act  under 
the  order  of  the  house  of  representatives  alone,  and 
who  say  to  him  “they  cannot  report  whether  he  is 
or  is  not  now  a defaulter,  until,  by  examination  of 
the ‘persons  and  papers’ for  which  it  has  sent,  and 
will  send,  it  shall  discover  who  are  the  defaulters.” 

If  the  political  doctrine  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tion is  the  doctrine  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
it  is  important  it  should  be  known  to  the  people. 
If  it  be  wrong,  the}'-  will  put  their  mark  of  disap- 
probation on  it;  if  it  be  right,  they  will  give  it  the 
sanction  of  their  opinion.  But,  until  they  do  give 
it  that  sanction,  the  undersigned  will  consider  the 
doctrine  at  variance  with  every  principle  of  liberty 
and  individual  right. 

Mr.  Hoyt  complied  with  the  resolution,  and  fur- 
nished the  papers;  but  demanded  of  (he  commit- 
tee, as  an  act  of  justice  and  matter  of  right,  that 
they  wmuld  go  into  a thorough  investigation  ot  his 
official  conduct,  prior  to  their  departure  fiom  New 
York.  The  house  will  see  hereafter  what  attention 
was  paid  to  this  reasonable  request.  During  the 
investigation,  a practice  was  pursued  in  the  exami- 
nation of  two,  and  sometimes  a greater  number  of 
witnesses,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  embarrassing 
to  the  committee,  and  calculated  to  produce  great 
confusion;  also,  a practice  of  allowing  interrogato- 
ries to  be  given  to  witnesses,  with  the  privilege  of 
answering  them  at  their  leisure,  and  out  of  the  com- 
mittee room.  The  injurious  effect  of  the  latter  prac- 
tice was  strongly  exemplified  by  permission  given, 
under  resolution,  to  David  S.  Lyon,  (who  was  after- 
wards proved  to  be  a dismissed  officer  of  the  cus- 
toms, and  stood  in  the  relation  of  a public  prosecu- 
tor of  Jesse  Hoyt,  the  collector),  to  take  the  ques- 
tion or  questions  home  with  him,  to  be  answered 
next  morning. 

The  resolution  is  in  these  words: 

Moved  that  David  S.  Lyon,  a witness  duly 
sworn,  and  now  in  attendance,  and  who  states  that 
he  is  in  ill  health,  and  unable  longer  to  attend  the 
committee  this  evening,  be  permitted  to  lake  away 
with  him  the  first  interrogatory  propounded  by  Mr. 
Wise;  and  that  he  be  allowed  to  draw  up  bis  an- 
swer thereto  in  writing,  and  bring  the  same  to  the 
committee,  for  their  consideration,  at  the  meeting 
to-morrow  morning. 

These  practices,  so  novel  and  unprecedented,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  anil  so  likely  in- 
juriously to  affect  the  rights  of  all  persons  impli- 
cated in  the  investigation,  it  was  deemed  necessa- 
ry to  check,  if  possible,  by  a direct  vote  of  the 
committee.  One  of  the  undersigned  moved  the 
following  resolutions: 

Whereas  the  practice  edoped  by  the  committee, 
of  examining  two  witnesses  at  the  aims  time,  is 


calculated  to  defeat  the  object  of  this  investigation 
and  just  expectations  of  the  country,  as  well  as  to 
produce  great  embarrassment  and  inconvenience  to 
the  members,  and  particularly  when,  under  the  rule 
of  examination,  one  member  is  compelled  to  ex- 
amine two  witnesses  at  the  same  time:  and  where- 
as the  injurious  effect  of  this  practice  is  strongly 
exemplified  by  the  examination  at  the  same  time, 
and  in  the  presence  of  each  other,  of  two  witnesses, 
to  wit,  Henry  Ogden  and  Joshua  Phillips,  cashier 
and  assistant  cashier,  attached  to  the  custom  house, 
and  called  upon  to  testify  to  the  actings  and  doings 
of  the  cashier  department:  be.  it,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That,  hereafter,  one  witness  alone  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  committee  room,  whose  ex- 
amination shall  be  complete  and  ended  before  the 
introduction  of  another. 

The  other  resolution  was  in  the  words  following: 
Whereas  the  practice  of  permitting  witnesses  to 
prepare  their  answers  to  interrogatories  out  of  the 
committee  room,  and  not  in  the  presence  of  the 
committee,  upon  their  suggestion  of  ill  health,  real 
or  effected,  is  dangerous  in  its  character,  and  inju- 
rious to  the  rights  of  those  implicated,  as  the  con- 
duct and,  manner  of  witnesses  in  giving  their  testi- 
mony are  almost  as  important  as  the  matter;  and  as 
(he  intention  of  the  house  of  represenlalives,  from 
whom  we  derive  our  power,  was  to  have  a fair, 
honest,  and  impartial  investigation: 

Be  it  resolved.  That  all  and  every  witness,  in  the 
course  of  this  investigation,  shall  be  sworn  and  ex- 
amined in  the  committee  room,  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  committee. 

The  first  was  rejected,  a substitute  being  offered 
and  adopted,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
journal — the  latter  laid  upon  the  table.  These  acts 
need  no  further  observation.  We  give  the  text: 
the  commentary  can  be  applied  by  others. 

While  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  there  was 
another  practice  adopted  by  the  committee,  which, 
irr  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  affected  the  pri- 
vate rights  of  individuals:  inquiries,  not  as  to  de- 
falcations, but  the  disposition  by  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment of  their  own  money  for  party  or  political 
purposes;  as  will  be  seen  by  a question  to,  and  an- 
swer of,  De  Peysler,  also  a dismissed  officer  of  the 
customs. 

Question  3.  While  yon  were  connected  with  the 
custom  house,  do  you  know  whether  or  not  the 
officers  of  the  customs  were  called  upon  to  pay  any 
part  of  their  salaries,  or  any  assessment  or  tax 
thereon,  for  party  or  political  purposes?  If  yea, 
state  whether  you  have  ever,  and  when  you  have 
made  any  such  payment;  and  state  the  motive  upon 
which  such  payments  were  made. 

Answer.  The  weighers  were  called  on  to  pay 
fifteen  dollars  each  lor  the  support  of  the  eleclion; 
and  when  I declined,  Mr.  Variderpoel,  the  deputy 
surveyor,  observed,  that  I ought  to  consider  whe- 
ther my  $1,500  per  annum  was  not  worth  paying- 
fifteen  dollars  for.  Under  Ihe  impression  that  it 
was  the  price  for  my  situation,  I paid  it.  The 
above  occurred  during  the  last  spring  election  for 
charter  officers.  During  my  holding  office,  for 
about  five  years,  1 was  occasionally  called  on,  but 
always  declined  until  within  (he  last  two  years. 

In  the  pursuit  of  this  object,  an  occurrence  took 
place  in  the  committee  room,  which  was  deemed 
of  sufficient  importance  to  be  spread  upon  the  jour- 
nal. The  statement  is  in  these  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  facts  be  entered  on 
Ihe  journal: 

Mr.  Wise  propounded  to  the  witness,  Abraham 
B.  Vanderpoel,  the  following  question,  to  wit: 
Question  2.  Do  you  know  whether  the  officers  of 
the  custom  house  have  ever  been  called  on  to  con- 
tribute sums  of  money  to  party  and  political  objects; 
what  officers  have  been  so  called  on;  by  whom;  for 
what  amount,  with  or  without  regard  to  their  sala- 
ries of  office;  when  did  they  contribute;  if  they  re- 
fused, was  any  intimation  given  that  their  refusal 
might  occasion  their  removal;  what  amount  has 
been  so  contributed  or  collected,  and  for  the  sup- 
port of  what  party,  at  any  one  eleclion? 

The  witness  took  the  interrogatory,  Without  ob- 
jection to  propounding  the  same,  and  proceeded  to 
write  his  answer  thereto  on  the  paper  attached  to 
the  question;  and  had  written  the  following  to  wit : 
“I  have  known  officers  attached  to  the^custom- 
house  to  have  been  called  on  for” — when  Mr. 
Owens,  member  of  the  committee,  interposed,  ami 
informed  the  witness  that  he  was  not  bound  to  an- 
swer any  interrogatory  relating  to  his  private  af- 
fairs: ami,  thereupon,  Mr.  Foster,  another  member 
of  the  committee,  objected  to  propounding  the  in- 
terrogatory. The  witness  here  commenced  to  tear 
off  what  he  had  written  before  objection  was  made 
to  the  interrogatory.  Mr.  Wise  prevented  him 
. !ro:n  doing  so,  by  f ubidding  the  act.  If  ■ i 
I insisted  that  the  witness  had  the  right  to  tear  off 
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what  he  had  written,  and  that  it  was  not  his  answer 
until  it  was  complete  and  handed  in;  and  he  asked 
the  witness  whether  it  was  his  answer,  and  he  re- 
plied “it  was  not;”  and  the  committee  having  de- 
cided that  the  interrogatory  should  be  propounded, 
the  said  question  by  Mr.  Wise  was  again  handed  to 
the  witness,  and  he  returned  the  following:  “I  de- 
cline to  answer  the  2d  question.”  The  witness  was 
then  permitted  to  retire. 

If  the  information  given  to  the  witness  of  his 
rights  stood  in  need  of  justification  or  precedent,  it 
is  contained  in  the  following  statement  of  facts 
which  had  previously  occurred  in  the  committee 
room: 

Mr.  Owens  propounded  to  Mr.  Joseph  the  fifth 
question. 

The  witness  wrote  his  answer  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit: 

“He  owed  us  a very  large  sum  of  money  on  ac- 
count of  these  stock  operations,  as  the  revulsion  of 
1837  had  occasioned  a very  great  loss  on  the  stocks 
we  had,  and  which  were  sold  after  our  failure  by 
the  parties  who  had  them  under  hypothecation:” 
and  handed  the  foregoing  answer  to  Mr.  Owens, 
who,  after  reading  it,  told  the  witness  he  had  not 
answered  the  question  fully,  not  having  stated  the 
amount  of  Swartwout’s  indebtedness.  Whereupon, 
the  witness  replied,  “that  he  would  not  wish  to 
state  that,  as  he  had  not  his  counsel  here,  and  the 
amount  was  yet  to  be  settled  between  him  and  Mr. 
Svvartwout.” 

Mr.  Wise  then  observed,  in  the  hearing  of  the 
witness,  that,  as  a judge  in  this  case,  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  say  to  the  witness  that  he  had  a 
right  to  decline  answering  a question  relating  to  his 
private  affairs.  The  witness,  after  some  conversa- 
tion between  Mr.  Owens,  Mr.  Foster  and  Mr. 
Wise,  took  back  his  answer,  and  added  the  follow- 
ing words: 

“As  to  the  amount,  I do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
state  it,  as  it  is  a matter  of  account  between  Mr. 
Swartwout  and  ourselve3,  and  has  to  be  adjusted 
when  we  come  to  a settlement  with  him.” 

The  subject  is  calculated  to  attract  the  public 
eye,  and  produce  reflection.  It  affords  a remarka- 
ble instance  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  majority 
of  the  committee;  the  respect  observed  to  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  witnesses  under  examination  be- 
fore a committee  regulated  by  no  known  laws,  but 
governed  by  the  dictates  of  an  arbitrary  discretion. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  the  question 
propounded  the  witness  had  relation  to  his  private 
affairs.  The  witness,  Vanderpoel,  answered  it  in 
part;  but  as  soon  as  he  was  informed  of  his  rights 
and  obligations  as  a witness,  he  refused  to  complete 
it,  and  said  it  was  not  his  answer,  and  wished  to 
destroy  it;  it  was,  nevertheless,  retained,  as  appears 
by  the  statements  above  referred  to.  The  whole 
proceeditig  carries  along  with  it  its  own  commen- 
tary; and,  without  further  observation,  it  is  submit- 
ted to  the  house  and  the  country. 

Whether  a committee  of  this  house,  appointed 
under  its  extraordinary  and  discretionary  parlia- 
mentary power,  undefined  and  undefinable,  is  autho- 
rized to  go  into  the  investigation  of  the  private  af- 
fairs of  officers  of  the  general  government  in  rela- 
tion to  their  actings  and  doings  as  citizens  of  the 
state  in  which  they  reside,  and  having  reference  to 
their  domestic  elections,  (the  question  is  general , 
and  De  Peyster  refers  to  the  charier  elections),  is  a 
subject  of  grave  consideration.  It  assumes  an  atti- 
tude that  places  it  beyond  the  reach  of  mere  party 
movements.  It  strikes  at  cardinal  principles  dear 
to  the  American  people.  It  is  the  assumption  of  a 
power  not  warranted  by  the  limited  constitution 
under  which  the  general  government  lives,  breathes 
and  has  its  being.  The  doctrine  of  state  rights 
is  a mere  mockery  to  the  understanding  if  this 
principle  is  warranted  and  acted  upon.  Admit  it, 
and  the  acceptance  of  office  under  the  general  go- 
vernment ipso  facto  denationalizes  the  individual  as 
a citizen  of  New  York.  The  right  of  inquiry  in- 
volves the  right  to  pass  laws.  If  congress  can  say 
the  officer  shall  not  have  the  right  to  use  his  money 
for  one  purpose,  they  may  say  he  shall  not  use  it 
for  another.  They  may  say  he  shall  not  attend  the 
polls;  and,  putting  the  cap-stone  to  this  political 
pillar,  they  may  say  he  shall  not  vote  at  any  elec- 
tion. Sanction  this  principle,  and  you  have  a con- 
solidated government  in  all  its  forms. 

This  doctrine,  like  others  akin  to  it,  may  be 
maintained  by  specious  argument  and  ingenuity; 
but  the  people  of  this  country,  as  they  have  hereto- 
fore done  in  all  proceedings  affecting  their  lives, 
their  property,  or  political  rights,  vi  ill  not  be  guided 
by  the  refinements  of  learning,  but  consult  their 
understanding,  and  be  governed  by  the  plain  dic- 
tates of  common  sense.  The  evidence  on  the  sub- 
ject of  money  spent  for  party  purposes,  has  refer- 
ence to  the  time  of  Swartwout  as  collector.  The 
genera!  conclusion  derived  from  it  is,  that  the  prac- 


1 tice  is  not  confined  to  one  party,  but  pervades  all 
parties  in  New  York.  That  it  is  the  general,  if 
not  universal  practice,  the  best  evidence  is  afforded 
by  the  witness  David  S.  Lyon,  who,  according  to 
his  own  admission,  belonged  to  both  parties,  and  is 
well  qualified  to  testify  to  the  fact. 

That  the  payment  was  not  compulsory,  but  vo- 
luntary, is  evident  from  the  answer  of  De  Peyster, 
who  says,  for  three  years  out  of  five  he  contributed 
nothing.  And  there  is  no  evidence  he  was  pro- 
scribed by  Swartwout. 

With  a view  of  putting  a stop  to  such  inquiries, 
and  to  enable  witnesses,  particularly  ignorant 
men,  to  know  their  rights  and  obligations,  one  of 
the  undersigned  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  every  witness,  upon  being  called 
to  testify,  shall  be  informed  by  the  chairman  that 
he  is  not  obliged  to  answer  any  question  upon  his 
private  affairs,  or  the  private  affairs  of  others. 

Which  was  rejected. 

The  examination  ofthis  witness,  David  S.  Lyon, 
an  officer  who  had  been  discharged  by  Mr.  Hoyt 
from  the  custom  house,  had  not  progressed  far  be- 
fore it  was  evident  his  intention  was  to  criminate 
the  collector.  The  undersigned  considering  the 
plainest  principles  of  justice  were  violated  by  allow- 
ing the  character  and  reputation  of  an  important 
officer  of  the  government  to  be  attacked,  as  it  were, 
in  the  dark,  without  his  knowledge,  and  without 
the  means  of  ascertaining  the  charges  made  against 
him,  one  of  them  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hoyt,  the  collector,  be  fur- 
nished by  the  clerk  with  copies  of  all  the  interro- 
gatories and  answers  of  David  S.  Lyon,  a witness 
examined  in  this  investigation,  as  far  as  he  has 
made  answer  to  them,  and  having  relation  to  the 
conduct  of  said  Jesse  Hoyt. 

Which  was  adopted. 

But  this  being  considered  too  great  an  indulgence, 
a reconsideration  was  moved  and  carried,  and  an 
amendment  offered,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  Jesse  Iloyt,  the  collector  of  New' 
York,  be  forthwith  summoi<ed  as  a witness;  and  that, 
before  he  be  examined,  the  interrogatories  submit- 
ted to  David  S.  Lyon,  a witness  examined  this 
morning,  and  his  answers  thereto,  be  read  to  him, 
if  desired,  or  he  be  allowed  to  read  them;  and  that 
he  have  liberty  to  attend  the  committee  during  the 
examination  of  any  witness  w'ho  may  be  called 
upon  to  testily  concerning  his  official  conduct. 

The  amendment  was  adopted;  and  the  resolution, 
as  amended,  was  voted  for  by  the  undersigned  as  a 
dernier  resort,  oi  the  same  would  have  been  lost. — 
They  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  bouse 
and  the  country  to  tiffs  amendment — lo  this  boon 
given  to  Mr.  Hoyt  in  his  position  of  collector,  sur- 
rounded as  he  was  by  open  and  secret  enemies  in 
the  shape  of  officers  discharged  by  him,  under  an 
imperious  sense  of  duty  to  the  public  and  himself, 
Irom  their  places  in  the  custom  house,  and  foreign 
importing  merchants,  who  fancied  they  had  been 
injured  by  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  col- 
lector. They  beg  the  house  and  tile  country  to 
look  at  it  in  its  two-fold  aspect — -as  a snbpcena,  ami 
as  an  indulgence  given  to  an  American  citizen  who 
had  bis  reputation,  dearer  to  an  honorable  man 
than  life  itself,  at  stake,  and  say  “if  these  things 
can  pass  us  like  summer  clouds  and  not  attract  our 
special  wonder.” 

Mr.  Hoyt  was  summoned  to  appear  forthwith,  not 
as  an  ordinary  witness,  but  in  the  double  character 
of  a witness  and  party  accused.  For  rapidity  of 
movement  and  quickness  of  execution,  it  was  more 
like  a warrant  than  a subqcena.  It  was  no  sooner 
served  than  Mr.  Hoyt  w;as  in  the  committee  room. 
Lyon’s  testimony,  as  far  as  it  had  gone,  was  read 
to  him;  and  he  was  instantly  placed  in  the  crucible 
of  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  who  ex- 
amined him  for  many  consecutive  hours. 

We  know  not  how  others  felt  at  the  scene  passing 
around  them;  but  for  ourselves,  it  was  a subject  of 
deep  Immulitation,  and  has  left  an  impression  on 
ttie  memory  not  easily  erased.  In  the  progress  of 
the  investigation  into  the  official  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hoyt,  intimations  were  thrown  out  occasionally,  in 
the  committee  room,  that  the  time  had  nearly  ar- 
rived for  the  departure  of  the  committee  from  New 
York.  These  intimations  were  warnings  not  to  he 
neglected.  The  evidence  against  Mr.  Hoyt  was 
in  manuscript;  though  not  printed;  it  would,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  appear  on  the  journal.  All  that 
he  had  to  oppose  tojt  was  his  own  testimony, and  that 
of  one  or  two  other  witnesses.  Justice  demanded 
that  he  should  have  a full  and  fair  opportunity  to 
introduce  rebutting  evidence;  propriety,  and  the 
peculiarily  of  his  position,  required  this  opportuni- 
ty should  be  afforded  him  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
One  of  the  undersigned,  therefore  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

By  reference  to  the  testimony  of  David  S.  Lyon, 
a witness  examined  in  the  course  of  this  investiga- 


tion, it  appears  charges  of  a serious  character  are 
brought  against  the  present  collector  of  New  York, 
Jesse  Hoyt,  and  intending  to  implicate  Benjamin 
F.  Butler,  the  district  attorney  of  New  York;  and 
as  justice  requires  the  said  Jesse  Hoyt  and  Benja- 
min F.  Butler_  should  be  heard  fully  in  relation  to 
the  said  charges,  to  enable  them  to  spread  upon  the 
journal  of  this  committee  the  evidence  upon  which 
their  defence  may  be  founded,  so  that  as  the  journal 
contains  (he  poison,  the  antidote  (if  the  testimony 
furnishes  it)  also  should  appear  for  the  instruction 
of  the  house  and  the  information  of  the  people  of 
America. 

Be  it  resolved,  That  this  committee  will  not  ad- 
journ its  sittings  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  the 
parties  reside,  and  the  evidence  most  likely  to  be 
found,  until  the  said  Jesse  Hoyt  and  Benjamin  F. 
Butler  have  full  and  ample  time  to  prepare  their 
defence  (if  any  they  have)  to  the  charges  against 
them  as  officers  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

It  was  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
until  the  examination  of  witnesses  was  completed; 
and  it  was  so  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hoyt  himself,  under  circumstances  mors 
particularly  developed  in  the  journal,  sent  a written 
communication  making  the  same  demand.  It  was 
neither  read  not  received.  The  ground  upon  which 
the  rejection  of  this  application  was  based,  was  the 
refusal  of  Mr.  Hoyt  to  respond  to  a question  pro- 
pounded to  him  until  his  communication  was  acted 
on.  On  the  same  day,  at  half  past  four  o’clock,  P. 
M.  the  following  resolution  was  proposed: 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  having  accomplish- 
ed its  principal  object,  to  inspect  the  books  and  pa- 
pers in  the  custom  house,  in  coming  to  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  desiring  to  inspect  the  books  and 
papers  in  the  treasury  department  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  during  the  short  period  of  time  now 
left  to  the  further  prosecution  of  its  inquiries,  will 
adjourn  this  day  at  10  o’clock,  P.  M.  to  meet  at  12 
M.  on  Tuesday  the  12th  inslant,  at  the  room  ofthe 
committee  on  commerce,  in  the  capitol;  and  that 
the  witnesses  henceforth  be  summoned  to  appear  at 
that  place  till  further  ordered. 

It  was  moved  by  one  ofthe  undersigned  to  amend 
the  resolution  as  follows: 

Whereas,  in  the  course  of  the  investigations  of 
this  committee,  witnesses  have  been  introduced  and 
sworn  whose  testimony  has  tended  to  charge  the 
present  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  with  of- 
ficial misconduct:  and  whereas  the  said  collector 
has  applied  to  this  committee  for  permission  to  be 
heard  in  relation  thereto,  and  to  go  into  a full  inves- 
tigation thereof,  by  witnesses  to  be  produced  by 
him,  and  requesting  1 hat  such  full  investigation  may 
be  had  here,  (in  the  city  of  New  York),  where  he 
alleges  that,  the  witnesses  whom  he  wishes  to  intro- 
duce reside:  and  whereas  it  is  due  to  the  fair  and 
full  administration  of  justice  that  the  said  collector 
should  have  a full  opportunity  to  rebut  the  charges 
thus  made  against  him:  and  whereas  several  wit- 
nesses are  now  under  examination  before  this  com- 
mittee, the  testimony  of  whom  is  not  yet  closed: 
and  whereas,  from  the  fact  that  several  witnesses 
have  been  under  examination  at  the  same  time  the 
testimony  of  several  of  whom  is  not  now  before  the 
committee,  either  in  manuscript  or  in  print,  (a  portion 
ofthe  manuscript  being  in  the  hands  ofthe  printer), 
the  committee  have  not  at  this  time  the  meansof 
ascertaining  the  effect  to  be  given  to  that  testimony, 
or  the  nature  thereof;  and  individual  members  of 
the  committee  are  consequently  unable  (until  a 
better  opportunity  shall  be  afforded  to  examine  said 
testimony)to  determine  how  much  farther  the  ex- 
amination of  those  witnesses  should  proceed,  or 
what  other  witnesses  ought  to  be  examined  in  this 
case,  in  order  to  a full  understanding  thereof:  and 
whereas  we  are  satisfied  that  a full  investigation  of 
the  facts  connected  with  the  defalcations  charged 
can  be  better  examined  into  here  than  elsewhere: 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  will  not  fix  upon 
a time  for  closing  the  testimony  in  New  York  until 
the  testimony  is  at  an  end;  and  that  the  fixing  the 
time  for  adjourning  to  Washington,  by  a resolution 
passed  before  the  testimony  is  ended,  will  be  calcu- 
lated to  deprive  the  said  collector  of  the  right 
(which  every  man  when  charged  has)  of  showing 
that  those  charges  are  unfounded,  and  of  protecting 
his  character  from  aspersion;  will  prevent  the  indi- 
viduals of  the  committee  from  examining  and 
cross-examining  such  witnesses  as  they  may  be- 
lieve ought  to  be  examined;  will  seta  precedent 
entirely  new  and  arbitrary  in  the  administration  of 
justice,  dangerous  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
persons  who  may  be  charged  with  miscounduct; 
will  be  deciding  a question,  the  propriety  of  which 
the  committee  cannot  possibly  know;  and  will  be 
well  calculated  to  destroy  in  the  public  mind  all  con- 
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fidence in  the  results  to  which  this  committee  may 
arrive. 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  time  which  the  com- 
mittee will  be  in  session,  shall  be  horn  ten  o’clock 
A.  M.  till  half  past  lour  o’clock?.  M.  and  from 
seven  o’clock  P.  M.  till  half  past  ten  P.  M. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  resolution 
adopted. 

The  determination  therein  expressed  was  carried 
into  effect;  and  the  committee  was  adjourned  at 
ten  o’clock  at  night,  while  one  of  the  undersigned 
was  in  the  act  of  examining  the  witness,  David  S. 
Lyon,  and  another  in  the  act  of  submitting  a propo- 
sition for  subpoenas  for  Hoyt’s  witnesses. 

In  consequence  of  these  proceedings  against  Mr. 
Hoyt,  the  collector,  but  a very  limited  examination 
was  made  into  the  defalcations  of  Price,  the  dis- 
trict attorney;  few  witnesses  were  examined,  and 
few  facts  of  any  importance  were  elicited  not  al- 
ready known.  The  undersigned,  however,  regret 
a moie  thorough  investigation  was  not  made;  they 
are  under  the  conviction,  from  the  general  complex- 
ion of  the  testimony  during  the  whole  investigation, 
that  Price  acted  a very  important  part  in  these  frauds 
and  peculations. 

On  the  return  of  the  committee  to  Washington, 
they  resumed  their  arduous  duties.  Many  wit- 
nesses were  examined,  and  documents  referred  to, 
all  of  which  are  incorporated  in  the  journal,  and  part 
of  it  adverted  to  in  this  report. 

The  subjects  of  inquiry  were  similar  to  those  in 
New  York,  both  as  to  the  extent  and  causes  of  the 
defalcations;  and  also  the  causes  why  the  same 
were  not  known  at  an  earlier  dale  to  the  accounting 
officers  at  Washington.  In  pursuing  the  latter  in- 
quiry', it  was  necessary  to  go  into  an  investigation 
of  the  peculiar  duties  required  to  be  performed  un- 
der existing  laws,  practice,  or  usuage,  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury , the  first  auditor,  and  the 
comptroller.  The  undersigned  will  not  increase 
the  volume  of  this  report  by  including  in  it  all  the 
evidence  on  this  subject  in  detail,  but  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  journal.  They  deem  it  proper,  how- 
ever, for  a full  understanding  of  the  duties  belong- 
ing exclusively  to  these  different  officers  of  the 
government,  in  relation  to  the  auditing  and  settling 
of  accounts,  more  particularly  those  appertain- 
ing to  the  customs,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
and  the  country  to  the  following  documents,  and  the 
questions  and  answers  of  witnesses  examined  upon 
the  occasion,  and  in  reference  to  this  subject. 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Young,  chief  clerk  in  the 
treasury  department. 

Question  3.  Will  you  state  how  the  department  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  organized,  legally 
and  practically,  in  respect  to  settling  the  accounts  of 
collectors  and  receivers? 

Answer.  The  power  of  adjusting  and  settling  the 
accounts  ofcollectors  and  receivers,  in  respect  to  the 
revenue  from  duties  and  lands,  is  by  law  vested  in  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  treasury.  Collectors’ ac- 
counts are  adjusted  by  the  first  auditor,  subject  to 
the  revision  of  the  first  comptroller;  accounts  of  re- 
ceivers, by  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office,  also  subject  to  be  revised  by  the  first  comptrol- 
ler. The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  no  power  as  lo 
the  settlement  and  ad  justment  of  these  accounts  fur- 
ther than  to  make  allowances  for  the  expenses  of 
collection  in  cases  where  there  is  no  express  legis- 
lation fixing  allowance  for  such  expenses. 

That  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
to  the  following: 

Question  11  Am  I to  understand  that  you  have 
never  considered  it  to  be  your  duty,  and  that  you 
have  never  discharged  your  duty  of  superintending 
the  reports  of  the  first  auditor  and  the  comptroller; 
and  that  you  did  not  know,  and  had  no  means  of 
knowing,  whether  their  reports  were  correct,  or 
whether  they  had  faithfully  done  their  duly  in  ad- 
justing and  settleing  accounts? — is  in  these  words: 
Answer.  The  reports  of  the  first  auditor  on  ac- 
counts settled  are  by  law  and  usage,  made  to  the 
first  comptroller,  anil  not  lo  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury;  and  the  reports  of  the  first  comptroller  on 
accounts  settled,  when  the  balances  are  considered 
suspicious  or  proper  for  suit,  are  made  directly  to 
the  solicitor  of  the  treasury,  and  formerly  to  (he  law 
agent.  Neither  in  those  settlements  nor  those  re- 
ports does  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  interfere; 
and  it  has  often  been  decided  bv  the  attorney  gene- 
ral that  no  officer  of  the  government  has  a right  to 
control  or  reverse  the  decisions  of  the  accounting 
officers  in  making  those  settlements  and  reports. 
Extract  of  a letter  dated  office  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral of  the  United  Slates,  October20th  1S23 , signed 
♦ William  Wirt. 

“In  the  original  organization  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment, (vol.  2 Laws  U.  S.  p.  43),  the  duties  of 
the  officers  are  designated  specifically.  There  was 
one  auditor  and  one  comptroller.  The  duty  of  the 
auditor  is  declared  to  be  to  receive  all  public  ac- 


counts, and,  after  examination,  to  certify  the  ba- 
lance, and  transmit  the  accounts,  with  the  vouch- 
ers and  certificate,  to  the  comptroller  for  his  deci- 
sion thereon;  with  this  proviso,  that,  if  any  person 
be  dissatisfied  therewith,  he  may,  within  six  months, 
appeal  to  the  comptroller  against  such  settlement. 
Here  the  right  of  appeal  stops;  there  is  no  proviso 
for  an  appeal  to  the  president.  With  regard  to  the 
comptroller, it  directs  that  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
superintend  the  adjustment  and  preservation  of-  all 
public  accounts,  to  examine  all  accounts  settled  by 
the  auditor,  and  certify  the  balances  arising  thereon 
to  the  register;  no  right  of  appeal  from  fiis  decision 
to  the  president.” 

Extract  of  a letter,  dated  attorney  general's  office, 
April  5th,  1832,  signed  R.  B.  Taney. 

“None  of  the  acts  of  congress  prescribing  the 
mode  of  settling  accounts  and  ascertaining  balances, 
look  to  a revision  of  the  accounts  by  the  president, 
except,  perhaps,  some  laws  passed  lor  the  relief  of 
particular  individuals,  in  which  the  power  is  ex- 
pressly given.  The  general  laws  upon  that  subject 
seem  to  regard  the  decision  of  the  comptroller  as 
final,  and  require  the  executive  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment to  act  upon  it  accordingly.” 

The  reasons  why  the  defalcations  were  not  soon- 
er detected  by  the  first  auditor  and  the  comptroller,  to 
whom  the  duty  of  auditing  and  settling  the  accounts 
exclusively  belonged,  are  given  in  Iheir  evidence; 
and  the  general  conclusion  derived  from  it  is,  that 
it  arose  from  the  fraudulent  manner  in  which 
Swartwout  rendered  his  accounts,  as  fully  stated 
and  explained  by  the  evidence,  both  in  New  York 
and  Washington,  as  contained  in  the  journal, 
and  to  which  we  beg  leave  more  particularly  to 
refer. 

But  little  opportunity  was  afforded  to  go  into  the 
consideration  of  the  conduct  of  land  receivers  and 
other  officers  included  in  the  resolutions  of  the 
house.  The  only  evidence  on  this  subject  was  the 
communication  of  the  secretary  ol'the  treasury,  al- 
ready published,  and  some  additional  letters  from 
said  officers  addressed  to  the  department;  no  part 
of  which  having  been  placed  on  the  journal  as  evi- 
dence in  the  usual  form,  the  undersigned  are  unable 
to  come  to  any  definite  conclusion  upon  this  portion 
of  the  subject  of  investigation. 

During  the  whole  investigation,  and  after  a care- 
ful examination  of  the  evidence  since  its  termina- 
tion, the  undersigned  can  see  no  just  cause  to  cast 
censure  upon  the  head  of  the  treasury  department 
for  any  want  of  diligence  or  attention  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  of  his  high  and  responsible 
station.  This  untoward  and  unfortunate  affair,  by 
which  the  country  has  sustained  so  much  loss,  could 
not  have  been  prevented  or  controlled  by  any  efforts 
of  his.  The  evidence  is  strong  and  convincing  that 
the  auditing  and  settling  these  accounts  and  detect- 
ing defalcations  do  not  appertain  to  his  department, 
or  constitute  any  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  him; 
they  belong  to  separate  and  distinct  bureaus  over 
which  he  has  no  control,  and  so  determined  by  the 
legal  advisers  of  the  government.  When  the  de- 
falcations were  made  known,  there  is  abundant 
testimony  furnished  by  the  documents  that  he  made 
every  effort  and  used  every  instrument  that  the 
power  of  the  department  over  which  he  presides 
enabled  him  to  use,  for  the  recovery  of  the  money; 
and  that,  since  the  occurrence,  he  has  adopted  and 
ei. forced  such  regulations  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  public  money,  as  his  limited  power  and  the 
want  of  legislative  action  have  enabled  him  to  ex- 
ercise. The  duties  of  his  station  are  not  only  va- 
rious, but  laborious;  they  required  talent,  patience 
and  industry:  these  he  has  devoted  to  the  public 
service  in  the  administration  of  the  high  functions 
devolved  upon  him  as  secretary  of  the  treasury.  It 
may  be  said  with  confidence  and  truth,  his  fidelity 
to  his  trust  is  unquestioned  and  unquestionable — 
his  purity  known  and  acknowledged.  As  a public 
man,  experience  must  have  taught  him,  in  high  and 
violent  party  times,  if  he  were  “as  pure  as  ice,  as 
chaste  as  snow,  he  would  not  escape  calumny.” 
That  the  country  has  sustained  great  pecuniary 
loss,  no  man  can  doubt;  that  the  national  character 
has  suffered  deep  humiliation  and  disgrace,  no  man 
can  hesitate  to  admit.  But  losses  like  these  are 
incidents  to  all  governments;  no  one  is  free  from 
them.  The  annals  of  our  own  afford  numerous 
instances  of  peculation,  committed  at  every  period 
of  its  short  existence,  under  all  and  every  adminis- 
tration, and  all  and  every  fiscal  system  which  has 
been  adopted  and  carried  into  practice — no  matter 
who  has  been  the  fiscal  agent — the  government  has 
sustained  loss;  it  must  be  so  until  man  becomes 
honest.  But,  from  our  very  misfortunes,  we  may 
derive  benefits;  these  incidents,  like  storms,  purify 
the  stagnant  atmosphere:  they  may  check  for  a 
moment,  but  cannot  stop  the  onward  march  of  the 
state  to  her  high  destinies.  The  lessons  ol  expe- 
rience will  not  be  forgotten,  arid  remedies  must 


and  will  be  applied  to  guard  and  protect  the  public 
purse. 

These  remedies  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  under- 
signed— 

1st.  Persons  to  be  appointed  under  an  act  of  con- 
gress, whose  duty  it  shall  be,  periodically,  or  at 
any  time,  under  the  direction  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment, to  personally  inspect  the  books  and  pa- 
pers of  all  officers  intrusted  with  the  public  mo- 
ney. 

2d.  To  have  all  officers  of  the  customs  who,  in 
the  remotest  degree,  may  be  connected  with  the 
fiscal  concerns,  or  intrusted  with  ttie  public  money, 
derive  their  appointment,  not  from  the  collector,  but 
from  the  nomination  of  the  president  and  confirma- 
tion by  the  senate,  or  directly  from  the  head  of  the 
treasury  department. 

3d.  That  all  collectors,  receivers,  and  disbursers 
of  the  public  money  be  required  to  make  their  re- 
turns to  the  treasury  department  under  oath. 

4th.  Making  the  embezzlement,  by  any  officer, 
of  the  public  money,  a high  penal  offence. 

5th.  Making  it  a penal  offence  in  any  officer  con- 
niving at,  knowing,  or  being  privy  to,  any  embez- 
zlement of  the  public  money,  and  not  giving  imme- 
diate notice  to  the  treasury  department. 

No  calm  and  dispassionate  man  can  read  the  evi- 
dence taken  by  the  committee  in  the  progress  of 
this  investigation,  but  will  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  cashier  and  assistant  cashier  and  the  depu- 
ties of  the  custom  house  being  indebted  to  Swart- 
wout for  their  offices,  and  subject  to  be  removed  by 
him,  was  one  of  the  great  causes  of  the  peculation, 
and  of  its  concealment. 

That  the  labors  of  the  committee  in  this  investi- 
gation will  produce  some  good,  is  probable;  that  it 
would  have  produced  greater,  and  given  more  satis- 
faction to  the  public  mind  had  it  been  conducted  on 
more  enlarged  principles,  we  have  no  doubt.  Be 
that  how  it  may,  we  have  endeavored  to  discharge 
our  duly  to  the  house  and  to  the  country. 

There  is  one  occurrence,  however,  that  took 
place  in  the  investigation  at  Washington,  of  a re- 
markable character,  and  deserves  notice.  Mr. 
Woodbury,  the  secretary  of  ttie  treasury,  was  called, 
and  sworn  as  a witness.  The  first  question  pro- 
pounded to  him  was  in  these  words: 

Question  1.  Have  you  seen,  read,  or  heard  read 
or  described,  or  been  informed  of  any  portion  of 
the  evidence  taken  before  this  committee? 

Answer.  I have  not  seen,  read,  or  heard  read  any 
of  it;  nor  has  it  been  described  to  me;  nor  have  I 
been  informed  in  respect  to  it,  except  what  gentle- 
men in  conversation  may  have  suggested  was  pro- 
bably the  character  of  some  of  the  evidence;  but, 
whether  correctly  or  not,  I have  no  means  of  judg- 
ing. 

If  it  be  right  that  a man  on  his  trial  should  be  in- 
formed of  the  charges  made  against  him,  why  ask 
the  question?  We  know  not  what  was  the  object 
in  propounding  it.  Every  man  will  draw  his  own 
conclusions. 

We  deemed  it  at  the  time  a most  extraordinary 
question  to  be  submitted  to  Mr.  Woodbury  in  his 
then  peculiar  position.  We  believe  it  unprecedent- 
ed in  the  annals  of  criminal  jurisprudence. 

We  take  this  opportunity  frankly  to  avow  to  the 
house  and  the  people,  had  there  been  any  evidence 
taken  in  New  York  tending  to  implicate  the  honor 
and  reputation  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  or  any  other 
American  citizen,  and  it  had  not  been  made  known 
to  him  by  the  committee,  we  should,  under  the 
most  solemn  conviction  of  duty,  of  what  is  due  to 
private  honor  and  public  virtue,  and  that  sense  of 
justice,  to  violate  which  would  be  to  betray  the 
best  interests  of  the  people,  have  communicated 
the  fact.  No  human  power  could  have  induced  us 
to  remain  silent. 

There  is  a zeal  in  politics  as  strong,  though  not 
so  holy  as  in  religion,  that  excites  the  passions,  and 
leads  us  into  error.  It  reverses  the  precept,  and 
makes  us  do  unto  others  wdiat  it  will  not  permit 
them  to  do  unto  113.  Fair  and  honorable  conflict  of 
parties  invigorates  the  body  politic,  and  benefits 
the  state;  but,  when  party  spirit  assumes  the  cha- 
racter of  persecution,  it  is  a demon  that  perverts  the 
understanding  and  corrupts  the  heart. 

The  respect  we  have  to  the  house,  and  our  devo- 
tion to  the  people  and  the  principles  of  liberty, 
have  imposed  on  us  the  duty  of  giving  this  simple 
narrative,  not  only  of  our  acts,  but  the  manner  and 
form  in  which  they  have  been  executed.  In  poli- 
tics, it  has  been  said,  names  mean  things.  It  may 
be  said  with  equal  truth,  in  all  political  movements, 
forms  mean  substance.  The  people  have  aright  to 
know  not  only  what  is  done,  but  how  it  is  done. 
The  greatest  guaranty  of  freedom  is  publicity. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted: 

GEO.  W.  OWENS, 

HENRY  A.  FOSTER, 
DAVID  D.  WAGENER. 
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The  Oiage  river.  A steamboat  has  recently  gone 
up  the  Osage  river  on  an  experimental  trip.  It  is  stat- 
ed that  with  a slight  improvement,  this  river  can  be 
made  a good  steamboat  navigation  as  far  up  as  the 
western  border  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  thus  open 
an  avenue  into  the  heart  of  a very  fine  section  of  coun- 
try. 

The  number  of  vessels  of  all  descriptions,  in  the  port 
of  New  Orleans,  the  4th  inst.  was  according  to  Levy’s 
Price  Current  two  hundred  and  twenty,  viz:— one 
hundred  ships,  twenty-three  barques,  forty-four  brigs 
and  fifty-three  schooners,  being  agreeably  to  compara- 
tive statement,  more  than  were  there  in  the  same 
month  for  the  last  six  years. 

The  receipts  at  the  sailor’s  fair  in  Boston,  week  be- 
fore last,  were  about  S>8,000 — expenses  full  half  that 
sum. 

Naval.  The  following  statement  of  the  navies  of  the 
world,  at  the  close  of  last  year,  may  probably  be  relied 
on.  It  is  given  by  sir  John  Barrow,  and  was  unques- 
tionably prepared'  with  care.  At  that  time  England 
had  either  afloat  or  in  ordinary,  90  ships  of  the  line,  93 
friga’es,  and  53  steamships  of  war.  France — 49 ships  of 
the  line,  00  frigates,  and  37  steamers.  Russia — -50  ships 
of  the  line,  25  frigates,  and  8 steamers.  United  States  of 
America — 15  ships  of  the  line,  25  frigates,  sloops,  &c. 
and  1 steamer.  Egypt — 12  ships  of  the  line,  7 frigates, 
and  1 steamer.  Turkey — 15  ships  of  the  line,  lo  fri- 
gates, and  3 steamers.  Holland — 8 ships  of  the  line,  12 
frigates  and  4 steamers.  Denmark — 6 ships  ol  the  line. 
Sweden — 10  ships  of  the  line,  8 frigates,  and  2 steam- 
ers. Spain — 3 ships  of  the  line,  and  4 frigates.  Na- 
ples— 2 frigates  and  1 steamer.  Sardinia — 6 frigaies 
and  2 steamers.  Additional  to  this,  Holland  has  104 
gun  boats,  40  in  commission;  Denmark  has  67  gun 
boats;  Sweden  has  242  gun  btats,  and  5 bombs;  Nor- 
way has  85  gun  boats  and  2 bombs,  besides  30  gun 
boats  building,  each  to  carry  two  60  pounders. 

[Phil.  Gazette. 

The  U.  States  ship  North  Carolina,  commodore 
Ballard,  and  the  U.  S.  schooner  Enterprise,  were  to 
leave  Valparaiso  for  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  the  United 
States,  on  the  15th  of  March,  and  the  sloop  of  war 
Falmouth,  (or  the  coast  of  Mexico  lOrh  March. 

[iV.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

Another  fated  steamboat  explosion.  The  last  Mount 
Vernon  (la.)  Courier,  says:  “ i'he  steamboat  Avalanche, 
on  Friday  morning  last,  while  descending  the  river, 
about  four  miles  below  this  town,  collapsed  a flue, 
killing  three  individuals  and  scalding  two  others  so 
shockingly  that  no  hopes  are  entertained  of  their  recove- 
ry. If  we  are  informed  correctly,  all  the  men  killed  or 
wounded  were  firemen  or  deck  hands.  After  remain-;, 
ing  at  the  landing  two-thirds  of  the  day  to  bury  the 
dead,  she  was  taken  in  tow  by  another  boat  and  pro- 
ceeded on  her  voyage." 

The  Chicago  American  says,  when  Daniel  Webster 

was  in  Chicago  two  or  three  years  since,  Mr.  B , 

an  eccentric  well  known  citizen,  on  being  introduced 
to  the  distingushed  statesmen,  addressed  him  as  fol- 
lows: "I  have  read  your  spelling  book  and  dictionary 
Mr.  Webster,  but  I never  before  had  the  pleasure  of 
your  acquaintance.” 

Death  of  judge  Prioleau.  A letter  from  Pendleton 
(S.  C).  dated  10rh  inst.  says  that  the  lion.  S.  Prioleau 
died  in  that  place  on  the  m^ht  of  the.  8th  instant.  Judge 
Prioleau  has  filled  several  conspicuous  situations Tn 
legislative  and  judicial  departments  in  this  state. 

[Charleston  Patriot,  May  14. 

United  States  pensioners.  Two  millions  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
nineteen  dollars  was  appropriated  by  congress  at  its 
late  session  for  the  payment  of  pensioners. 

Exploring  expedition.  Extracts  from  a letter  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  from  lieutenant  Wilkes  com- 
manding the  exploring  expedition,  dated  on  board  the 
If.  S.  brig  Porpoise,  off  Cape  Horn,  Feb.  2fi,  1839. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I parted  com- 
pany with  the  squadron  at  Orange  harbor  yesterday; 
the  Vincennes,  under  charge  of  lieut.  Craven,  being 
snugly  moored  in  that  harbor,  having  transferred  my- 
self to  this  vessel  in  company  with  the  Sea  Gull  for  the 
execution  of  your  orders.  The  Peacock  and  Flying 
Fish  schooner,  with  capt.  Hudson,  left  at  the  same 
time,  and  the  Relief  would  leave  to-day  for  the  straits 
of  Magellan,  with  a large  party  of  the  scientific  corps. 

"Our  endeavors,  and  that  of  the  Peacock,  will  be  to 
v get  as  fur  south  as  we  can  at  this  late  season.  Although 
i am  aware  we  sta  id  some  chance  of  being  shut  up 
in  the  ice,  I could  not  resist  making  the  attempt. 

‘The  Porpoise,  lieut.  comdt.  Ringold,  is  well  pro- 
vided with  ten  months,  (as  is  also  the  Sea  Gull),  of 
every  thing  that  can  render  us  comfortable  in  the  event 
of  such  an  accident.  We  are  all  in  fine  health  and 
spirits.’’ 

The  Now  York  American  mentions  a striking  in- 
stance of  the  uncertain  tenure  of  earthly  goods  in  a 
case  lately  reported  in  the  London  papers.  I'  was  a 
prosecution  for  perjury,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was 
given  in  evidence  that  the  prosecutrix,  lady  Parker,  be- 
coming security  for  her  sister,  lady  Lake,  for  the  sum 
of  £19.000,  in  consequence  of  legal  proceedings  for 
its  recovery,  became  an  inmate  fur  ’he  king’s  bench 
prison,  where  she  officiated  as  cook  to  the  more  "wealthy  | 
pdrffo’n  of  fhe  prisoners.  | 


Oil  Thursday,  the  9th  inst.  the  lion.  Richard  G.  Dun- 
lap was  introduced  by  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  presi- 
dent, and  delivered  his  credentials  as  minister  plenipo® 
tentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  of  the  republic  of 
Texas.  [Globe. 

Connecticut  U.  S.  senator.  The  Hartford  Curant 
says  that  the  hon.  Denis  Kimberly,  United  States  se- 
nator, lias  resigned  his  office  on  account  of  ill  health. 
It  will  devolve  upon  the  legislature  now  in  session  to 
fill  the  vacancy.  A whig,  of  course  will  be  elected. 

Manufactures  in  Newport.  R.  I.  Since  it  has  been 
found  that  the  cotton  manufacturing  business  can  be 
prosecuted  with  success  and  profit  by  means  of  steam 
power,  the  citizens  of  Newport  have  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  it.  Three  mills  have  been  directed  and  put 
in  operation  in  that  place,  and  have  done  much  to  in- 
crease its  business  and  prosperity.  There  last  estab- 
lishment there,  is  that  which  belongs  to  the  ‘‘Coding- 
ton  manufacturing  company,”  and  which  is  said  to  be 
superior  in  many  respects,  to  any  other  in  the  state. 

This  mill  contains  8,000  spindles  and  200  power 
looms;  a part  only  of  which  are  in  operation,  but  all 
of  which  will  shortly  be;  and  from  experiment  it  is  cal- 
culaied^that  the  amount  of  fuel  required,  will  not  ex- 
ceed 3,500  lbs.  of  anthracite  coal  per  day. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Vandalia,  arrived  at  Pensacola 
on  the  30th  instant.  She  brings  news  that  the  Ameri- 
can consul  at  Laguira  de  Terminos,  although  dead, 
was  not  murdered  as  reported.  The  Vandalia  on  go- 
ing into  Vera  Cruz,  ran  foul  of  a French  bomb  vessel, 
and  did  her  some  injury,  and  in  coming  out  of  the 
harbor  next  day  was  so  unfortunate  as  to'run  into  the 
French  admiral’s  tender.  It  was  reported  that  admiral 
Baudin  and  tne  greater  portion  of  his  squadron  would 
spend  the  hurricane  months  at  Pensacola. 

The  queen  of  Engl  ind  directed  lord  Palmerston  to 
send  out  by  die  Liverpool  a beautiful  portrait  of  her 
majesty,  to  col.  William  L.  Stone,  editor  of  the  New 
York  Commercial,  as  a token  of  acknowledgment  for 
a copy  of  his  life  of  Brandt. 

Louisville,  Ky.  The  population  of  Louisville,  ac- 
cording to  the  various  estimates,  has  progressed  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  1783  it  was  said  to  contain  . 30  persons 

1S00  “ “ “ 800 

1810  (census)  . ...  1,357 

1820  do.  . ...  4012 

1830  do.  ....  10,336 

1S35  do.  . ...  19,967 

1833  estimated  by  assessors  at  27,000 
And  with  the  increase  during  the  past 
year,  it  may  be  put  down  at  32,000 

The  assessed  value  of  the  real  estate  and  improve- 
ments, as  taxed  in  183S,  was  upwards  of  $18,000,000, 
and,  from  the  lists  now  taking,  it  is  expected  to  exceed 
$20,000,000. 


i In  the  case  of  James  Stimpson,  against  the  New 
Castle  and  Frenchtown  rail  road  company,  for  an  al- 
leged infringement  of  a patent  right — the  hearing  of 
which  has  occupied  the  attendon  of  the  United  States 
circuit  court  for  this  district  for  some  days  past, — the 
jury  were  discharged  yesterday  morning  by  the  court, 
after  having  been  confined  all  night,  and  declared  that 
there  was  no  prospect  of  their  agreeing  on  a verdict. 

Death  of  Dr.  Cooper.  A letter  from  Columbia,  S.  C. 
to  the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  under  date! 
of  May  11,  states  that  the  venerable  Dr.  Thomas  Coop- 
er, died  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  after  a protracted 
illness  of  the  dropsy,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 
For  the  last  twenty  years  he  had  been  a resident  of 
Columbia. 

John  McKeon,  esq.  lately  an  administration  member 
of  congress  from  the  city  of  New  York,  has  been  ap- 
pointed attorney  to  the  new  corporation  of  that  city. 

The  loan  of  $1,200,000,  authorised  by  Pennsylvania, 
has  been  taken  by  Mr.  C.  S.  Boker,  of  Philadelphia, 
the  banks  of  that  city  participating  in  it  as  follows. — 
The  loan  bears  an  interest  of  five  per  centum. 


Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
Berks  county  bank, 
North  America, 
Mechanics’, 

Northern  Liberties, 

C.  S,  Boker, 


$250  000 
100,000 

25.000 

25.000 

35.000 
765,000 

$1,200,000 


The  Mobile  (Ala.)  Journal  states;  “Within  the  last 
week  two  ot  the  greatest  voyages  ever  known  to  have 
been  made  was  from  New  York  to  this  port.  The 
ship  Mary  Francis,  Westfelt,  and  the  brig  Wakulla, 
Ratioone,  left  New  York  together  on  the  afterneon  of 
the  20th  ult.  and  arrived  at  Mobile  together  in  nine 
days  and  less  than  a half.  It  is  remarkable  that 
after  leaving  Sandy  Hook,  although  they  must  have 
sailed  nearly  parallel,  and  at  about  the  same  rate,  they 
never  saw  each  other  again  until  they  came  to  anchor 
olf  the  bar.  They  must  have  made  two  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  a day,  for  every  day — a rate  which  it.  would 
puzzle  even  the  Great  Western,  with  her  steam  up,  to 
surpass,’’ 

Lake  trade.  The  Cleveland  Herald  of  the  9th  inst. 
says— 

In  our  harbor,  this  morning,  there  were  four  large 
steamboats,  one  from  Chicago,  one  from  Buffalo,  and 
two  from  Detroit;  two  brigs,  fifty-three  schooners,  and 
one  sloop.  Besides  these,  there  were  canal  boats  un- 
counted, if  nut  countless,  loading  and  unloading  along 


the  docks,  giving  to  the  river  a very  bustling 
mated  appearance. 


Canadian  currency.  The  following  from  the  Quebec 
Gazette,  is  the  recent  regulation  of  the  value  of  coin, 
recommended  to  the  royal  sanction: 

The  English  sovereign,  - - - £14  4 

The  American  eagle,  coined  previous  to  1834,  2 13  4 

The  new  eagle, 2 10  0 

The  Spanish,  Mexican  or  Columbian  doub- 
loon, coined  in  1826,  ’27,  ’23,  - - 3 17  8 

The  French  piece  of  forty  francs,  - - 1 18  8 

The  dollar  of  Spain,  Mexico,  the  states  of 
South  America,  and  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  - - - - 0 o 0 

The  English  crown,  - - - - 0 6 0 

Fractions  in  proportion. 

The  groat,  or  four  penny  piece,  - - 0 0 5 


Col.  Bernard  E.  Bee,  Texas  minister  plenipotentiary 
to  Mexico,  left  this  city  on  Saturday  in  the  Woodbury, 
for  Mexico.  We  understand  he  bears  the  olive  branch 
of  peace,  the  object  of  his  mission  being  to  obtain  the 
recognition  of  Texian  independence  on  the  part  of 
Mexico,  and  to  form  a treaty  of  peace,  amity  and  com- 
merce with  that  republic.  [IV.  O.  Bee. 

The  publishers  and  booksellers  of  the  great  book 
marts  ut  Germany,  Prussia,  &c.  propose  to  hold  a con- 
vention of  the  trade,  from  every  country  in  Europe,  to 
discuss  the  best  means  of  putting  a stop  to  the  present 
system  of  piracy. 

The  Americans  at  Havana,  to  the  number  of  several 
hundreds,  are  greatly  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
our  consul.  Mr.  Trist,  who  is  accused  of  a want  of 
humanity  towards  the  crew  of  the  American  ship  Wil- 
liam Eng,  confined  in  the  Spanish  prisons,  alter  being 
improperly  tried,  and  at  the  request  of  the  consul,  in  a 
Spanish  court. 

Corporeal  punishment  in  the  U.  S.  army.  Two  U.  S. 
soldiers,  convicted  of  desertion,  at  Detroit,  received  50 
lashes  apiece,  had  their  heads  shaved  and  their  bodies 
branded,  and  were  then  drummed  out  of  the  garrison. 

Famine  in  New  Foundland.  Great  distress  prevails 
in  some  parts  of  New  Foundland,  for  lack  of  food. — 
The  Harbour  Grace  Star  of  March  6th  says: — “We 
have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  within  a circuit  of 
twenty  miles  from  Harbour  Grace,  there  are  hundreds 
of  families  who  have  not,  in  their  respective  dwellings, 
an  ounce  of  any  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life; 
and  who,  for  weeks  past,  have  been  subsisting  upon  a 


and  am- 1 sjngie  meal  a day,  and  this  too,  in  many  instances,  of 
i the  most  wretched  and  nauseating  character.”  I’he 
Hurricane  on  the  Mississippi.  The  Natchez  Free  I governor  had  authorised  the  commissi ioners  of  the  poor 
Trader  states  that  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  inst.  the  I t0 ,ex.Pe..  , e I101?1  . trepsul’y>  *dr  ^le 

steamer  Gen.  Brown  experienced  a viole n 1 t>» ■ relief  ol  the  sufferers.  I he  lush  society  had  also  con- 


fifteen  miles  below  Memphis,  which  carried  away  the 
chimney  and  a considerable  portion  of  the  roof,  besides 
doing  other  damage  to  the  boat.  Fortunately  no  per- 
son was  injured,  although  several  were  in  imminent 
danger. 

The  court  of  Queen  Ann’s  county  have  decided  that 
individuals  of  the  state  have  a common  right  to  the 
public  waters  of  the  state,  and  can  navigate  or  haul  a 
seine  in  those  gvaters  whenever  or  wherever  they  please; 
the  rights  of  individuals  to  their  particular  shores  where 
however  conceded  to  them,  and  no  one  can  carry  his 
seine  on  shore  without  the  permission  of  the  owner  of 
the  land. 

Watch  dials.  According  to  the  New  York  Tran- 
script, there  is  in  that  city  one  of  the  most  extensive 
watch  dial  manufactories  in  the  world.  The  style  and 
quality  of  the  work  are  described  as  infinitely  superior 
to  those  of  any  foreign  manufacture — not  excepting 
oven  the  French,  Swiss,  or  English.  The  business 
done  by  this  concern  is  immense — the  annual  consump- 
tion of  gold  and  silver,  lor  material,  amounting  to  threi 
or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  William  Mul 


tributed  the  sum  of  £240  for  the  same  object. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  We  remember  that  during 
a visit  of  an  Indian  chief  in  one  of  our  northern  cities, 
he  asked,  on  seeing  the  jail,  “what  is  that  building 
for?  ’ The  interpreter  who  accompanied  him,  in  order 
to  make  1 i.nself  intelligible  observed,  “that  when  a 
white  man  owed  skins  and  could  not  pay  them,  they 
put  him  in  that  building."  The  chief,  after  a little  re- 
flection, replied  dryly — "Hugh!  white  man  no  catch  skins 
there!" 

Census  of  St.  Louis.  According  to  the  official  re- 
port, published  in  the  St.  Louis  Argus,  the  population 
of  that  city  is  ascertained  to  be  16,207,  of  which,  8,507 
are  white  males,  and  4,563  white  females 
A medical  convention  is  to  be  held  at  Washington, 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January  next.  Each  state 
medical  society,  medical  college  and  college  of  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  that  has  been  incorporated,  is  re- 
quested to  elect  delegates,  not  exceeding  three,  to  at- 
tend the  convention.  Its  object  is  to  revise  the  pharma- 
I copceia  of  the  United  States,  and  to  facilitate  their  pro- 
ceedings, each  incorporated  body  is  requested  to  sub- 
len,  iurmei  ly  ol  Philadelphia,  has  also  a very  extensive  j mil  their  phanqacapmta  ip  a careful  revision,  arid  trans- 
esfabli'slirriant  in  New  York.  ’ | mil  the  result  of  their  labors  to  this  convention. 
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Appointment  by  the  president.  John  Ne- 
ville, collector  of  the  customs  at  Natchez,  Missis- 
sippi, vice  James  Stockman,  who  has  vacted  the 
office. 

New  panic.  We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  state 
that  a material  accession  to  the  banking  capital  of 
Baltimore  is  about  to  be  realised.  The  Hamilton 
bank , for  which  a charter  was  granted  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  Maryland  about  three  years  ago,  is  shortly  to 
commence  business  in  this  city,  the  capital  of  which 
is  to  be  furnished  to  a liberal  extent  from  the  vaults 
of  an  institution  in  a neighboring  city.  The  direc- 
tors chosen  at  the  recent  annual  election  were  Messrs. 
John  McKim,  jr.  Philip  E.  Thomas,  Amos  A.  Wil- 
liams, Jos.  W.  Patterson,  Thomas  Wilson  of  Win. 
John  M.  Gordon  and  C.  D.  Williams.  Report  has 
also  designated  John  M.  Gordon,  esq.  as  the  presi- 
dent of  the  new  bank.  Until  permanently  located, 
its  operations  will  be  conducted  in  the  spacious 
apartments  on  the  second  tioor  of  the  Union  bank. 

From  Mexico.  The  schooner  Lone,  at  New 
Orleans  from  Tampico,  brings  late  intelligence  from 
Mexico.  A slip  from  the  Louisianian  office  contains 
the  following  letter  from  Tampico,  under  date  of  4th 
May: 

“The  expedition  projected  by  the  federalists  was 
not  intended  for  Vera  Cruz,  as  they  wished  us  to  be- 
lieve, but  for  Puebla  or  Mexico.  For  some  davs  we 
have  had  no  news  of  their  (Urrea  and  Mejia)  pro- 
gress; the  last  information  received,  announces  that 
they  would  be  in  Mexico  within  fifteen  days.  In 
the  meantime,  we  are  not  very  comfortable  here. 
Bustamente  and  Arista,  who  have  remained  a long 
time  at  Victoria,  seem  at  length  disposed  to  take 
possession  of  Tampico.  Although  their  movements 
are  not  well  known,  it  appears  certain  that  their  ad- 
vanced posts  are  at  Horcasitas,  Tancasnequi  and 
Presos.  Their  movements,  however,  are  slow,  and 
it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  they  have  no  confidence 
in  their  troops,  and  expect  a strong  resistance,  which 
Tampico  is  not  in  a condition  to  make,  both  on  ac- 
count of  the  small  number  of  troops,  and  the  ineffi- 
cient manner  in  which  they  are  commanded.  Pe- 
raza,  the  commander-in-chief,  has  been  dangerously 
ill,  and  is  not  yet  out  of  danger,  it  is  said,  however, 
that  his  health  is  improving.  The  line  ol  defence  is 
nearly  completed,  1,000  good  troops,  ably  command- 
ed, would  be  able  to  repel  3,000  men,  but  troops 
are  wanting,  and  still  more,  good  officers. 

“To  judge  from  a circular  addressed  by  the  mini- 
ster of  foreign  affairs,  to  the  different  foreign  con- 
suls and  ministers  at  Mexico,  of  which  I send  you 
herewith  a copy,  we  need  not  apprehend  the  same 
excesses  on  the  part  ot  the  government  troops, 
which  we  had  cause  to  apprehend  from  those  of  Ca- 
naliza,  at  the  first  attack.  Outside  the  tar  is  a 
French  brig  of  war,  which  will  probably  remain  un- 
til the  arrival  of  these  gentlemen. 

“This  is  all  the  political  information  I can  give 
you. 

“All  business  is  entirely  paralyzed  at  Tampico.” 

May  3.  The  government  party  under  Gen.  Bu- 
stamente, it  is  said  has  taken  up  their  march  from 
Victoria  for  this  place,  in  which  case  we  may  look 
for  them  in  10  or  15  days,  the  force  here  is  not  strong 
and  there  is  no  saying  what  may  be  the  result. 

lampico,  May  4.  I hand  you  an  enclosed  copy 
of  a decree  of  the  government  against  importations 
at  Tampico,  dated  Mexico,  22d  April,  1839.  You 
will  be  good  enough  to  have  the  same  published.  It 
is  yet  unknown  what  answers  the  different  consuls 
have  given  to  this  decree,  which  was  sent  to  the  dif- 
ferent foreign  ministers  and  consuls  to  Mexico.  The 
whole  is  nothing  more  than  a declaration  in  favor  of 
the  excesses  which  the  troops  may  be  authorised  to 
commit,  in  order  to  encourage  them  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  this  place,  of  which  they  have  a great 
dread.  This  is  a further  proof  of  the.  necessity  of 
our  vessels  of  war  being  off  this  port  lor  our  protec- 
tion. 

Palace  of  Uie  national  government.  The  Mexican 
government  cannot  behold  without  much  displeasure 
the  continual  arrival  of  merchant  vessels  at  Tampi- 
co, considering  that  the  captains  cannot  be  ignorant 
that  according  to  the  laws  now  in  force  this  port  is 
closed  to  foreign  commerce,  not  only  on  account  ol 
the  notoriety  and  date  ol  this  law,  but  because  the 
Mexican  consuls  in  all  countries  have  refused  to  le- 
galize by  their  signatures  the  documents  which  the 
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tariff  requires  for  the  legal  importation  olall  kinds  ol 
merchandise  in  every  port  of  the  republic.  The 
government  has  also  learned  with  great  disgust,  that 
a great  portion  of  this  merchandise  is  of  the  class 
prohibited  by  the  tariff;  and  that  others  have  been 
admitted  by  the  revolted  authorities  at  a very  great 
reduction  of  the  ordinary  duties,  which  is  a power 
exclusively  vested  in  the  national  congress. 

On  this  account,  and  as  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
these  grave  excesses  have  favored  the  cause  of  the 
revolution  in  that  section  of  the  country,  by  furnish- 
ing resources  to  all  classes  ot  persons  engaged  in 
it;  the  undersigned  minister  ot  foreign  affairs  lias  re- 
ceived orders  from  his  excellency,  the  president  ad 
interim  of  the  republic  to  address  your  excellency  to 
declare  that  the  national  government  disavows  from 
this  moment,  both  as  to  the  origin  and  its  effects,  the 
aforesaid  diminution  of  duties,  and  that  he  will  not 
assent  in  any  manner  whatever  to  any  introduction 
of  merchandise  or  productions  prohibited  by  law,  and 
finally  that  if  contrary  to  what  he  has  expressly  and 
repeatedly  recommended  to  the  general  ol  the  repub- 
lic, if  in  the  taking  of  Tampico  by  assault,  some  ol 
those  excesses  were  to  occur,  which  are  almost  in- 
evitable, and  which  are  to  a certain  extent  authorised 
by  the  laws  of  war,  that  in  such  a disagreeable  event 
he  would  not  be  responsible  for  the  injur)'  which 
might  result  to  the  property  which  had  been  thus 
clandestinely  introduced  to  the  injury  of  the  govern- 
ment itself. 

The  president,  however,  flatters  himself  that  this 
last  mentioned  conjuncture  will  not  arrive,  owing  to 
the  precautionary  measures  which  he  has  adopted 
for  that  purpose;  but  he  deems,  nevertheless,  this 
declaration  necessary,  in  order  to  save  in  the  national 
responsibility  in  the  case  above  referred  to. 

The  undersigned,  in  communicating  this,  8cc.  re- 
news, &c.  M.  E.  Gorostiza. 

Mexico,  April  22,  1839. 

Later  from  Texas.  Arrival  of  the  French 
fleet  at  Galveston.  The  steam  packet  Columbia  ar- 
rived at  New  Orleans  on  the  14th,  in  36  hours  from 
Galveston.  By  slips  from  the  New  Orleans  Bee 
and  Bulletin  we  have  received  the  following  items 
of  intelligence. 

The  French  fleet  arrived  at  Galveston  on  the  6th 
inst.  The  Gazette  says:  “The  French  frigate  Ne- 
riad,  64  guns,  the  steam  ship  Phaeton,  and  the  Cru- 
sador,  an  18  gun  brig,  arrived  on  Tuesday,  and  are 
now  (Tuesday  evening),  lying  off  this  port.  They 
are  a part  of  the  blockading  squadron  from  Vera 
Cruz,  and  brought  up  admiral  Baudin,  who  is  now 
at  Houston,  having  landed  at  Velasco,  and  gone  to 
the  capital  by  land.  Salutes  have  been  exchanged 
between  these  vessels,  and  the  Texian  steam  ship 
Zavala,  the  fort  and  the  navy  yard.  The  Zavala 
and  the  steam  packet  New  York  have  been  along 
side  the  Phaeton  and  exchanged  friendly  salutations 
with  her  officers.  The  president  among  others,  has 
been  on  board.” 

The  Galvestonian  contains  various  particulars  ol 
the  arrival  of  the  rare  visitants.  The  Neriad  in  en- 
tering the  port  got  aground,  and  was  towed  off  by 
the  Zavala.  The  commander  of  the  Plueton  had 
been  on  board  the  Texian  steam  ship,  and  express- 
ed himself  highly  pleased  with  the  vessel  and  her 
arrangements.  Formal  visits  had  also  been  ex- 
changed between  the  officers  of  the  Neriad  and  the 
Zavala. 

The  Houston  Telegraph  of  the  8th  instant  says, 
“Admiral  Baudin  arrived  in  this  city  yesterday,  and 
was  received  by  the  officers  of  government  with  the 
attention  and  respect  due  his  high  rank  and  charac- 
ter. This  aged  veteran  attracts  great  attention 
wherever  he  appears,  from  the  singularity  of  his 
personal  appearance.  His  right  arm  is  lopped  off — 
he  has  a deep  scar  on  his  head — his  gray  hair,  and 
furrowed  brow,  indicate  full  well  that  he  has  shared 
in  the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  iron  days  of  Napo- 
leon.” 

The  May  term  of  the  district  court  of  the  first 
judicial  district,  E.  W.  Cullen  presiding,  commenc- 
ed its  session  in  Galveston  on  the  6th,  and  adjourn- 
ed on  the  11th.  There  were  81  civil  cases  and  16 
criminal  cases  on  the  docket.  About  half  of  the 
cases  were  disposed  of.  The  custom  house  bonds 
about  which  much  conjecture  existed,  were  not 
called  up;  it  was  throught  they  would  be  dismissed 
and  commenced  anew. 
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A meeting  of  the  bar  was  held  alter  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  court,  and  resolutions  highly  commen- 
datory of  judge  Cullen,  adopted.  The  grand  jury 
also  adopted  similar  resolutions,  and  likewise  ex- 
pressed very  decided  approval  of  the  course  of  the 
district  attorney,  F.  W.  Ogden,  esq. 

The  Galvestonian  represents  the  business  of  the 
place  to  be  flourishing,  and  improvements  rapidly 
progressing.  The  first  shipment  of  lumber  from 
Galveston  was  made  on  Thursday,  the  2d  instant,  by 
the  schooner  Augusta,  of  Augusta,  Me.  capt.  Dick- 
man,  from  N.  York.  The  cargo  consisted  of  white 
oak  staves.  Capt.  D.  thinks  the  capabilities  and 
prospects  of  this  trade  quite  promising,  and  that 
vessels  from  the  eastern  ports  may  do  better  in  it 
than  by  returning  with  freight  for  New  Orleans, 

Business  at  Houston  was  quite  lively,  according 
to  a letter  wiiter,  owing  to  the  demands  from  the  in- 
terior. The  crops  look  well  and  the  prospects  were 
very  flattering.  A splendid  line  of  post  coaches, 
weekly,  to  Austin,  the  new  seat  of  government, 
were  to  be  started  from  Houston. 

From  Houston  papers  of  the  7th,  and  Galveston 
of  the  8th  instant,  we  gather  the  following: 

The  first  sale  of  lots  in  the  new  seat  of  govern- 
ment takes  place  in  August.  The  president,  it  is 
said,  will,  under  no  circumstances,  convene  con- 
gress at  Houston. 

The  crops,  especially  cotton,  are  said  to  be  un- 
usually promising  this  season.  Much  larger  quan- 
tities are  in  cultivation  than  at  any  previous  season. 

Two  men  have  been  imprisoned  at  Houston  for 
negro  stealing. 

Gen.  Douglass  and  several  citizens  of  Nacog- 
doches have  agreed  to  meet  the  chiefs  of  the  hostile 
Indians  on  the  1st  of  May,  for  the  purpose  of  ar- 
ranging articles  of  peace. 

The  Houston  Intelligencer  of  the  2d  contains  a 
highly  interesting  statistical  view  of  the  finances  of 
Texas,  of  w hich  we  furnish  an  abstract.  The  whole 
amount  of  paper  money  issued  by  the  government 
since  its  formation,  is  $1,098,453;  about  $193,453 
has  been  withdrawn  from  circulation,  leaving  a ba- 
lance of  $900,000;  funded  debt  of  the  government, 
redeemable  after  1842,  $667,800;  military  and  other 
script,  $248,000;  other  claims  against  government 
$75,000;  expenditure  of  the  civil  list,  $400,000; 
whole  amount  of  debts  due  or  bearing  interest, 
$2,299,800. 

The  resources  to  meet  this  debt  are  estimated  as 
follows:  Import  duties  for  the  present  year,  954,000 
dollars;  amounts  for  land  dues,  $504,400:  supposed 
amount  ol  direct  taxes  $250,000;  sale  of  lots  in  the 
city  of  Austin,  $500,000;  sale  of  lots  in  Galveston, 
$250,000;  sale  of  lots  in  Calhoun,  $500,000;  total, 
$3,018,000. 

A new  literary  paper,  the  first  ever  published  in 
Texas,  has  been  started  in  the  town  of  Richmond. 
It  bears  the  title  of  “The  Richmond  Telescope,” 
and  is  devoted  to  literature,  agriculture,  commerce 
&c.  &C. 

From  South  America.  By  the  ship  Azaila 
capt.  Fisk,  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce  have  re- 
ceived Rio  Janeiro  papers  to  April  9th. 

The  Brazilian  minister  of  war  arrived  at  Rio 
Grande  on  the  21st  of  March,  and  proceeded  soon 
after  to  Port  Alegre.  He  took  with  him  from  Rio 
Janeiro,  400  men.  A like  number  under  Torres 
had  sailed  for  the  same  destination  a short  time  pre- 
vious, and  320  more  were  to  sail  in  a few  days. 

Making  a total  of  1,120  men,  sent  or  about  to  be 
sent  to  reinforce  the  government  troops  in  that  dis- 
tracted province.  The  entire  province  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  insurgents,  except  Port  Alegre  and 
the  town  of  Rio  Grande.  A decree  had  been  issued 
by  the  governor  in  regard  to  the  slaves  who,  under 
promise  of  liberty,  had  been  induced  to  take  up  arms 
in  favor  of  the  insurgents.  “While  he  guards,  as 
was  proper,  the  interests  of  the  masters,  he  adopts 
ihe  only  method  of  disarming  the  slaves,  by  holding 
out  similar  promises  to  those  who  submit,  andsevere 
and  immediate  punishment  to  those  who  do  not.” 

The  editor  of  the  Journal  de  Commerico  has  some 
very  liberal  remarks  towards  men  who  differ  from 
him  in  matters  of  religion.  They  appear  to  have 

been  elicited  by  insinuations  of  another  paper,  called 

El  Despertador,  that  the  Jounal  editor  was  ’hostile 
to  the  Catholic  religion.  In  reply,  he  says: 

“We  are  Catholics;  if  we  were  not,  we  would  say 
so  with  equal  frankness;  for  Protestantism,  which 
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prevails  in  a great  part  of  civilized  Europe,  is  not  a 
crime.  We  are  Catholics,  without  loading  the  Lu- 
theran community  with  reproachful  epithets,  as 
does  Ihe  Bespertador,  for  we  live  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  and  know  the  import  of  religious  liberty,  as 
proclaimed  in  the  constitution  of  every  free  people. 
We  are  Catholics,  without  going  on  our  knees  in  the 
public  streets,  with  face  turned  towards  the  church- 
es, in  a ridiculous  hypocrisy. 

“In  civilized  nations  the  age  of  religious  intole- 
rance is  past,  never  to  return,  although  it  is  but  a 
few  years  since  Don  Miguel  and  his  terocious  satel- 
lites would  have  lighted  up  anew  in  Portugal  the 
flames  of  the  inquisition.  But  the  vile  reign  of  ty- 
ranny was  short;  and  the  triumph  of  religious  liber- 
ty is  now  in  this  country  as  complete  as  that  of  po- 
litical liberty.” 

Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayres.  Accounts  from 
Montevideo  are  to  the  27th  of  March.  Affairs  in 
that  quarter  remained  in  statu  quo. 

The  Journal  of  April  6th  contains  a long  address 
of  president  Rivera  to  the  people  of  the  Oriental  re- 
public, calling  upon  them  to  rally  around  the  stand- 
ard of  the  country,  and  march  against  their  oppres- 
sors, [Entre  Rios  and  Buenos]. 

Rio  Janeiro,  April  8.  As  to  the  contest  between 
Rosas,  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  Fructuoso, 
president  of  the  Oriental  republic,  (of  which  Mon- 
tevideo is  the  capital),  we  have  no  news  except 
that  war  had  been  actually  declared  between  the 
two  countries.  We  have  seen  also  the  manifesto  of 
the  government  of  Corrientes,  (one  of  the  provinces 
of  the  Argentine  republic),  declaring  war  against 
Rosas  and  Echague,  (the  latter  being  governor  of 
the  province  of  Entre  Rios).  The  motives  which 
induced  Corrientes  to  arms,  may  be  thus  stated:  the 
governments  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  Entre  Rios  had 
attempted  to  excite  disorders  among  its  people,  and 
produce  anarchy,  as  they  had  already  done  in  other 
provinces.  Rosas  had  also,  in  the  direction  of  the 
foreign  affairs  of  the  federation,  jeoparded  the  pros- 
perity of  the  federal  provinces,  and  it  was  time  his 
tyranny  should  be  arrested. 

Rio  Janeiro,  April  5.  Much  sensation  has  been 
caused  by  the  news  brought  by  the  United  States 
brig  of  war  Dolphin,  which  arrived  day  before  yes- 
terday from  Montevideo,  (since  arrived  at  New 
York),  that  the  French  admiral  had  ordered  the  sei- 
zure of  two  American  vessels,  which  were  taking 
in  cargo  at  Loberia  Chica,  a small  port  on  the  coast 
of  Patagonia,  under  pretence  that  they  had  violated 
the  blockade  which  he  had  established  of  the  port  of 
Buenos  Ayres  and  the  shore  of  the  Rio  de  la  Plata. 

As  the  letters  from  Montevideo  differ  concerning 
this  affair,  we  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the 
facts;  and,  from  a person  on  whom  vve  can  rely,  have 
learned  the  following  particulars,  the  truth  of  which 
we  will  vouch  for: 

“The  American  brigs  America  and  Eliza  David- 
son, sailed  from  Montevideo  with  complete  cargoes 
for  Loberia  Chica,  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia,  a port 
belonging  to  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ayres,  but  not 
included  within  the  limits  of  the  blockade  proclaim- 
ed by  the  French  admiral,  of  the  port  of  Buenos 
Ayres  and  the  shore  of  the  Rio  Plata. 

“These  vessels  arrived  at  Loberia  Chica,  where 
they  found  no  French  vessel  of  war — discharged 
their  cargoes,  and  began  to  load  a cargo  which  had 
been  sent  them  in  wagons  from  Buenos  Ayres.  In 
the  mean  time  the  French  corvette  Pearl,  which 
had  been  despatched  by  admiral  Leblanc  to  capture 
the  two  American  vessels,  arrived  at  Loberia  Chica, 
and  seized  them  accordingly.  She  then  took  them 
into  Montevideo,  without  flag,  as  prizes  to  the 
French  squadron,  for  having  infringed  a blockade 
that  never  existed,  either  in  fact  or  on  paper. 

“The  consignees  of  the  two  American  vessels  de- 
manded of  the  French  admiral  their  release,  but  he 
refused  to  comply,  unless  they  would  give  him  a 
bond  to  the  amount  of  thpir  value,  that  they  would 
submit  to  the  decision  of  the  French  court  of  admi- 
ralty in  the  case — a proposition  which  the  consignees 
at  once  rejected. 

“The  American  commodore  immediately  on  re 
ceiving  information  of  this  infringement  upon  the 
rights  of  neutrals,  addressed  a communication  lo  the 
French  admiral,  protesting,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
against  the  proceedings,  as  not  having  been  sanc- 
tioned by  precedent,  nor  tolerated  by  the  United 
States  government,  and  demanding  the  immediate 
and  unconditional  release  of  the  prizes.  When  the 
Dolphin  sailed  from  Montevideo,  26th  March,  the 
reply  of  the  French  admiral  had  not  been  received. 

“The  issue  of  this  affair  is  awaited  by  the  com- 
mercial community  with  much  interest.” 

From  the  West  Indies.  By  the  schooner 
Mazeppa,  from  Kingston,  the  editors  of  the  New 
York  Commercial  Advertiser  have  a file  of  the  Ja- 
maica Despatch  to  the  27th  of  April.  It  gives  a la- 
mentable account  of  matters  and  things  in  the  is- 


land, but  affords  no  specific  items  of  intelligence 
that  could  interest  our  readers.  The  staple  of  the 
matter  contained  in  the  papers  is  abuse  of  sir 
Lionel  Smith,  lord  Glenelg  and  the  Baptists,  with 
dolorous  complaints  of  the  ruin,  which  it  affirms,  is 
rapidly  falling  upon  the  planters. 

If  the  Despatch  may  be  taken  as  authority,  it 
would  seem  that  the  day  cannot  be  far  distant  when 
the  colored  inhabitants  will  be  the  “party  in  pow- 
er,” in  Jamacia,  and  the  island  become  another 
Hayti.  The  negroes  are  said  to  be  rapidly  acquir- 
ing property  in  the  soil;  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
planters  is  represented  to  be  entirely  at  their  mercy. 

From  Florida.  Our  latest  accounts  from  Flo- 
rida, we  are  sorry  to  say,  are  any  thing  but  consol- 
ing to  the  patriot  and  philanthropist.  In  the  Pen- 
sacola Gazette  of  the  11th  instant,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph: 

'■'■The  Seminole  war.  No  hopes  seem  to  be  any 
longer  entertained  that  the  embassy  of  general  Ma- 
comb to  the  Seminoles  will  end  in  any  thing  bene- 
ficial. Lieut.  Reynolds,  who  passed  through  this 
place  last  week,  on  his  way  from  Tampa  Bay,  brings 
intelligence  that  the  chief  on  whose  good  offices 
general  Macomb  chiefly  relied,  has  not  only  refused 
to  treat,  but  has  betaken  himself  and  all  his  people 
to  the  woods.  The  truth  is,  they  consider  the 
whites  to  have  been  badly  whipped,  and  it  is  nearly 
time  vve  should  take  the  same  view  of  the  matter. 
The  language  they  now  use  is,  “let  us  alone  and 
we  will  not  molest  you — remain  at  your  posts  or 
your  homes  and  we  will  not  attack  you — but  i(  you 
make  war  on  us,  we  will  fight  as  long  as  our  am- 
fnunition  lasts  and  when  this  is  gone  we  will  take  to 
the  bow  and  arrow.” 

From  another  quarter  of  Florida  the  last  mail 
brought  us  the  following  distressing  intelligence: 
From  the  Apalachicola  Gazette. 

More  Indian  Murders.  We  received  by  the  mail 
boat  Commerce,  this  evening,  the  following  infor- 
mation: 

A party  of  15  or  20  Indians,  recognised  to  be 
Creeks  simultaneously  attacked  the  settlements  of 
Roberts,  at  Stefanulgee,  and  John  arid  Nathan 
Smith’s,  at  Rico’s  Bluff.  They  burnt  Robert’s  house, 
killed  a little  boy,  and  wounded  Roberts  himself,  who 
with  his  wife,  a man  named  Aldrich  and  four  chil- 
dren escaped. 

At  Smith’s  settlement,  it  is  supposed  that  Nathan 
Smith’s  three  children,  a Mrs. , Richards  and  her 
five  children,  and  a man  named  ’White,  were  mur- 
dered. Nathan  Smith,  with  his  wife,  another  wo- 
man, and  two  men  escaped. — John  Lamb  was  se- 
verely wounded,  he  recognised  the  Indians  to  be 
Creeks.  Sixteen  of  the  fugitives,  men,  women 
and  children,  came  down  on  the  mail  boat,  and  are 
completely  destitute.  Several  of  the  Indians  were 
seen  on  the  banks  of  the  river  as  the  boat  came 
through  the  narrows  seven  miles  above  Fort  Gads- 
den. 

The  Tallahassee  Star  of  the  8th  inst.  gives  these 
melancholy  particulars  of  new  murders: 

Latest  Indian  news.  Once  more  vve  are  compel- 
led to  darken  our  columns  with  the  attrocities  of  the 
unrelenting  and  wakeful  Seminole.  All  has  been 
quiet  for  some  time  past,  but  it  was  only  the  fearful 
calm  which  precedes  the  storm. 

Lieut.  Ilulbert  was  a native  of  New  York,  and 
a graduate  of  West  Point.  We  sincerely  mourn  the 
loss  of  these  valuable  young  officers  of  our  army. 

The  following  letter  from  captain  Peyton  vve  pub- 
lish verbatim. 

St.  Marks,  May  7,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  this  moment  returned  from  Dead- 
man’s  Bay,  and  have  to  communicate  to  you  the 
melancholy  intelligence  of  the  murder  of  lieutenant 
Ilulbert  and  private  O’Driscoll,  of  the  5th  infantry 
by  the  Seminoles. 

The  express  rider  between  Fort  Frank  Brooke 
and  Fort  Andrews  did  not  arrive  in  season,  and  lieut. 
Hulbert,  with  ten  men,  went  out  from  this  place, 
on  the  3d  of  May  to  ascertain  the  reason. — About 
half  way  between  the  two  posts,  the  command  was 
halted,  and  lieut.  Hulbert  with  O’Driscoll,  of  (F) 
company,  went  on  in  advance,  intending  to  pass  the 
night  at  Fort  Brooke.  They  were  both  shot  by  a 
party  of  Indians  at  the  fourteen  mile  creek,  proba- 
bly while  watering  their  horses. — O’Driscoll’s  horse 
ran  into  Fort  Frank  Brooke  slightly  wounded,  and 
gave  the  news  there.  Four  balls  were  shot  through 
lieut.  Hulbert  but  neither  he  nor  the  soldier  was 
scalped.  Both  bodies  were  interred  on  the  4th  ult. 
at  Deadman’s  Bay.  The  express  rider  has  not  yet 
been  found,  and  but  little  doubt  is  entertained  of 
his  death.  Very  respectfully  your  ob’t  serv’t, 

R.  H.  Peyton. 

Captain  and  assistant  quartermaster. 

Col.  IF.  Davenport,  first  infantry,  commanding. 

From  the  news  received  from  Tampa  Bay,  it 
would  appear  that  the  Indians  are  determined  not 


to  treat  with  a view  to  emigration.  They  have 
heard  that  the  land  which  government  had  assigned 
them  west  of  the  Mississippi  cannot  be  found  on 
their  arrival— that  country  is  no  longer  theirs,  and 
they  are  naturally  angry,  and  resolved  to  remain 
where  they  are  at  all  hazards.  The  chief  of  the 
Tallahassees  said  at  Tampa  that,  if  the  soldiers 
were  sent  after  them,  they  would  fight  until  their 
powder  and  lead  was  gone,  and  then  With  bows  and 
arrows.  He  would  not  agree  to  hold  council  with 
gen.  Macomb,  for  he  was  certain  the  whites  had 
two  faces;  he  said  he  spoke  the  sentiments  of  all 
the  Indians  north  of  Tampa  Bay,- and  that  any  In- 
dian who  attempted  hereafter  to  come  in  to  the 
whites  would  be  killed.  On  the  night  of  the  22d  of 
April,  about  100  hostiles  went  into  Tampa,  and  took 
away  some  thirty  friendly  Indians,  who  were  wait- 
ing to  emigrate.  During  the  night  the  Tallahassee 
chief  held  a long  talk  with  a Spaniard,  named  Jeane 
Mantes  De  Oca,  who  speaks  the  Indian  language 
well,  and  communicated  to  him  what  we  have  nar- 
rated above. 

From  the  Charleston  Mercury. 

From  St.  Augustine.  By  the  schooner  Stephen 
& Francis,  capt.  Magee,  arrived  yesterday,  we  have 
received  the  St.  Augustine  News  of  the  11th  inst. 
from  which  we  copy  the  following: 

Army  intelligence.  From  Fort  King,  of  the  4th 
inst.  we  learn  that  no  Indians  had  yet  come  in.  A 
new  talk  has  been  carried  out  by  15prisoners,“men, 
women,  and  children,”  covered  with  presents  to 
the  arch  heretics,  that  they  may  come  in  and  sign 
a treaty  to  “live  in  peace  south  of  Pease  Creek, 
and  west  of  the  Everglades.  They  are  informed 
that  posts  will  be  extended  from  Tampa  to  Fort 
Mellon,  and  the  whites  are  to  keep  north,  and  the 
red  men  south.  The  prisoners  are  at  liberty  to  re- 
turn, if  they  please.  Gen.  Taylor  has  demanded  a 
! court  of  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  Missouri  volun- 
teers, and  tendered  his  resignation  of  the  command 
in  Florida.  He  says  he  is  willing  to  command  a 
“district.”  Gen.  Taylor  started  for  Tampa,  where 
lie  has  certain  information  of  some  whites  tamper- 
ing with  the  Indians.  The  instructions  of  gen.  Ma- 
comb is,  that  the  Indians  are  to  abide  by  the  treaty 
of  Payne’s  Landing.” 

From  Fort  Pierce,  1st  May,  letters  inform  us  that 
22  of  capt.  Biyant’s  company,  2d  dragoons,  have 
joined  col.  Harney,  armed  with  “Colt’s  rifle;”in  the 
hands  of  such  men,  and  with  such  an  officer  we 
may  expect  a good  account,  should  one  occur,  of 
the  enemy. 

The  names  of  the  persons  murdered  by  the  In- 
dians near  Nevvnansville  are  Perrine,  Stout,  and 
Ellis.  Young  Haigan  was  killed  by  his  horse 
throwing  him  against  a tree,  when  the  Indians  hor- 
ribly mutilated  his  body  with  their  knives.  Thus 
have  four  more  of  our  citizens  been  murdered 
whilst  the  white  flag  is  waiving  throughout  the  coun- 
try. 

The  accounts  from  Florida,  by  way  of  Garey’s 
Ferry,  are  more  favorable.  A letter  under  date  of 
the  17th  May,  in  the  Savannah  Georgian  says: 

“Every  thing  is  going  on  well  and  smoothly  in 
the  negociation  line;  and  in  a very  short  time,  I ex- 
pect to  be  able  to  apprise  you  of  the  successful  ter- 
mination of  gen.  Macomb’s  mission.  Col.  Harney 
arrived  from  the  south  a few  days  ago,  bringing 
with  him  a very  important  chief  of  the  Micka- 
suckie  tribe;  he  with  fourteen  others,  came  in  to 
col.  H.  whilst  on  the  southern  coast,  and  says  the 
Indians  are  anxious  for  peace  and  will  gladly  ac- 
cede to  the  general’s  terms.  Gen.  Jones  (Sam) 
says  that  if  he  come  in,  it  will  be  after  peace  is 
made  and  every  thing  settled.  Coacochee  enter- 
tains and  expresses  the  same  opinion.  Several  In- 
dians have  also  visited  the  general,  at  Fort  King, 
and  promised  to  bring  in  more.  Murders  commit- 
ted by  straggling  parties  of  Indians  may  still  be 
heard  of,  but  as  soon  as  the  news  of  our  wish  to 
make  peace  is  known  to  all,  no  danger  even  of  this 
kind  is  to  be  apprehended.” 

The  Florida  rumor.  The  Globe  of  Tuesday, 
contradicts  the  sinister  paragraph  which  has  been 
going  the  rounds  of  the  press  (our  oivn,  as  copied 
from  the  National  Intelligencer,  among  the  rest) 
from  the  New  Orleans  Bee — to  the  effect  that  gene- 
rals Macomb  and  Wool  had  arrived  at  New  Or- 
leans from  Florida — that  a treaty  had  been  conclud- 
ed with  the  Seminoles,  one  provision  of  which 
yielded  to  the  Indians  the  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory,  &c.  It  says  copying  the  paragraph: 

“We  find  the  above  extract  in  this  morning’s  Na- 
tional Intelligencer.  It  shows  the  weakness,  ignor- 
ance, and  malignity  of  the  editors  of  the  N.  Orleans 
Bee  and  National  Intelligencer.  Gen.  Wool  and  his 
aid-de-camp,  young  Alexander  Macomb,  have  arriv- 
ed in  New  Orleans  from  a tour  of  inspection  to  the 
western  forts  made  by  inspector  gen.  Wool.  He 
has  not  visited  Florida  at  all!  Major  gen.  Ma- 
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comb,  who  is  entrusted  with  duties  relating  to  Flo- 
rida, was  at  Foil  King  by  the  last  advices.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  he  will  succeed  in  pacifying  the  Indians; 
but  there  is  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment to  surrender  any  poition  of  Florida  to  the  In- 
dians as  a permanent  residence.” 

Indian  frontier.  Dr.  Wright,  a gentleman 
from  Rio  Grand,  who  hail  been  sent  to  reconnoitre 
the  Indian  frontier,  by  the  republic  of  Texas,  in- 
forms us  that  lie  left  the  republic  last  fall,  in  order 
to  find  out  their  strength,  movements,  designs,  &c. 
He  states  that  he  found  the  Indians  universally  on 
the  Mexican  plains,  hostile  to  all  white  Americans, 
and  particularly  to  the  Texians.  The  Camanches 
couhi  count  but  six  thousand  warriors,  including 
Kiawa’s,  which  count  about  a fifth  of  that  number. 
Three  thousand  of  the  above  were  making  prepa- 
rations to  assail  and  annoy  the  republic;  and  flat- 
tered themselves  that  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Mexicans  they  should  be  able  to  lay  waste  Texas 
— having, he  presumed,  but  little  ideaof  the  Texian 
population  in  the  southeast.  They  are  but  poorly 
otf  for  ammunition  and  guns,  but  rich  in  horses 
and  expert  wilh  arrows. 

Some  two  thousand  Camanches  and  the  Osages 
are  to  hold  in  June  a council  of  war,  at  the  Old 
Pawnee  village,  on  Red  river,  some  SO  milps  above 
the  W'acoe  village,  in  order  to  go  against  the  Pota- 
yvatamies;  and  declared  that  they  intended  destroy- 
ing every  American  from  Missouri,  who  might  fail 
in  their  way.  We  would  therefore  inform  the 
traders  from  that  quarter,  as  well  as  those  from  Ar- 
kansas, to  avoid,  if  possible,  so  formidable  a body. 

[Little.  Rock , ( Ark.)  Times,  May  6. 

Indian  murder.  The  Providence  Journal  of 
Monday  reports  at  large  the  trial  of  Daniel  Harry, 
in  Washington  county,  for  the  murder  of  Christo- 
pher Roos,  on  the  2fith  of  March — both  Indians,  of 
the  Narragansett  tribe.  The  murder  was  commit- 
ted in  the  course  of  a frolic,  some  slight  offence 
having  been  given  by  the  deceased  to  Harry.  He 
is  said  to  be  a collateral  descendent  of  King  Tom, 
the  last  sachem  of  the  tribe.  The  9th  of  August  is 
appointed  tor  his  execution,  a verdict  of  guilty  hav- 
ing been  rendered.  His  deportment  at  the  close  of 
the  trial  is  thus  described: 

The  prisoner  is  aged  thirty-one  years,  short  but 
well  formed,  with  straight  black  hair,  and  emaciated 
by  confinement.  The  expression  of  his  counte- 
nance, though  tranquil,  is  strong  and  decided.  Dur- 
ing the  trial  he  betrayed  (white  in  court)  no  emo- 
tion of  guilt  or  fear  except  by  the  large  drops  ot 
sweat  which  constantly  stood  on  his  face.  When 
the  verdict  was  pronounced  he  preserved  the  same 
immovable  calmness.  But  in  the  evening  he  ex- 
hibited a power  of  self-control  scarcely  credible. 

While  (he  judge  addressed  him,  and  when  the 
words  hanged  by  the  neck  until  dead,  were  pro- 
nounced, not  a muscle  moved,  no  expression  but 
that  ot  patient  suffering.  This  will  appear  the 
more  remarkable,  when  it  is  known  that  he  is  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  mind,  and  that  only  a 
moment  before  taken  from  the  jail  he  was  weeping 
bitterly,  while  inquiring  of  a friend  how  he  could 
bestow  his  Indian  land  upon  his  sister,  an  only  re- 
lative. It  was  altogether  an  exhibition  of  fortitude 
not  unworthy  of  his  ancestors. 

Army — official.  General  orders,  Mo.  23.  War 
department,  adjutant  general's  office,  Washington, 
May  20,  1S39.  With  a view  to  the  better  instruc- 
tion ot  the  troops  and  improvement  of  the  discip- 
line of  the  army,  such  portions  of  the  regiments  of 
dragoons,  artillery  and  infantry  as  inaj^ be  with- 
drawal horn  ilieii  stations  without  detriment  to 
othei  inteiests  of  the  service,  will  be  concentrated 
(luring  the  summer  months  at  some  convenient 
point  best  calculated  for  a camp  of  instruction. 

The  arduous  and  desultory  service  in  which  the 
troops  have  been  so  long  engaged,  the  unavoidable 
dismemberment  of  the  regiments,  and  separation 
of  so  many  officers  from  duty  in  the  line  while  em- 
ployed on  other  service,  could  haidly  fail  greatly  to 
impair  the  esprit  de  corps  of  the  army,  as  well  as  its 
discipline  and  efficiency.  These  must  be  restored, 
and  every  proper  effort  speedily  made  to  place  the 
service  on  a foundation  which  w ilt  ensure  its  steady 
and  uniform  advancement.  J 

The  occasional  concentration  of  companies  of 
the  same  regiment,  and  the  bringing  together  troops 
of  different  arms  where  all  the  duties  of  the  officer 
and  soldier  of  the  several  corps  of  the  army  may 
be  strictly  and  systematically  performed,  from  the 
school  of  the  company  to  the  evolutions  of  the 
line,  are  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  to  effect  this 
desirable  amelioration. 

Major  general  Scott  is  charged  with  the  forma- 
ion  and  direction  of  the  proposed  camp  of  instruc- 
tion, the  immediate  command  of  which  will  be  as- 


signed to  such  officer  as  he  may  designate.  In 
choosing  a position  for  the  camp,  regard  will  be  had 
to  health,  cheapness,  and  facility  of  transportation, 
both  of  troops  and  supplies. 

The  rules  and  regulations,  and  established  sys- 
tems for  each  arm  of  service,  will  be  punctually 
observed,  and  strictly  practised;  and  no  other  than 
the  prescribed  military  dress  will  be  worn. 

All  necessary  supplies  and  transportation  will  be 
promptly  furnished  by  the  respective  departments 
of  the  staff,  and  two  officers  of  each  branch  of  that 
service  will  be  ordered  without  delay  to  report  to 
major  general  Scott  for  duly  at  the  camp  of  in- 
struction. By  order  of  the  secretary  of  war. 

R.  Jones,  adjutant  general. 

National  expenditures.  Letter  from  these 
cretary  of  the  treasury  transmitting  a statement  of 
expenditure,  exclusive  of  the  public  debt,  for  each 
year,  from  1824  to  1837. 

Treasury  department,  June  27,  1838. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  25th  instant,  I have  the 
honor  to  “lay  before  the  house  a statement  showing 
the  amount  of  expenditure,  exclusive  of  the  public 
debt,  for  each  year,  from  1824,  to  1838.” 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Levy  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Hon.  J.  K.  Polk,  speaker  of  the  house  of  reps. 

Statement  showing  the  amount  of  expenditures  of  the 
United  Slates,  exclusive  of  the  public  debt,  for  each 
year,  from  1824  to  1837  inclusive,  stated  in  pursu- 
ance of  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representat  ives, 
of  the  25th  June,  1838. 


For  the  year  1824, 

#15,330,144 

71 

Do. 

1825, 

11,490,459 

94 

Do. 

1826, 

13,062,316 

27 

Do. 

1827, 

12,653,095 

65 

Do. 

1S28, 

13,296,041 

45 

Do. 

1829, 

12,660,460 

62 

Do. 

1830, 

13,229,532 

S3 

Do. 

1831, 

13,S64,067 

90 

Do. 

1832, 

16,516,388 

77 

Do. 

1833, 

22,713,755 

11 

Do. 

1834,- 

18,425,417 

25 

Do. 

1835, 

17,514,950 

28 

Do. 

1836, 

30,868,164 

04 

Do. 

1837, 

*39,164,745 

37 

Note.  The  above  sums  include  payments  for 
trust  funds  and  indemnities,  which,  in  1837,  was 
#5,610,404  36. 

T.  L.  Smith,  register. 

Treasury  department,  register's  office,  June  27,  1833. 

[The  expenditures  for  the  three  first  quarters  of 
1838,  (according  to  the  annual  report  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  made  to  congress  December, 
1333),  amounted  to  #23,427,218.]  [Nat.  Iut. 

Increase  of  population.  History,  we  be- 
lieve, furnishes  nothing  comparable  to  the  growth 
of  the  towns  along  the  shores  of  our  American 
lakes;  embracing  an  extent  of  5,000  miles,  which 
is  more  than  the  coast  of  all  the  Atlantic  states, 
including  the-gulf  of  Mexico.  It  will  be  seen  by 
the  following  table  from  the  Cleveland  Herald,  that 
the  population  has  quadrupled  within  8 years,  since 
1830: 

Towns.  Population. 


1330. 

1838. 

Buffalo 

8,653 

20,000 

Erie 

1,329 

3,500 

Cleveland 

1,076 

8,400 

Sandusky  city 

400 

1,500 

Lower  Sandusky 

351 

1.500 

Perrysburg 

183 

1,600 

Maumee 

250 

2,000 

Toledo 

30 

2,000 

Detroit 

2,122 

6,500 

Monroe 

500 

3,500 

Chicago 

100 

5,000 

Milw  aukee 

20 

3,500 

Michigan  city 

10 

1,800 

Newburyport 

10 

1,500 

Navarino 

100 

1,500 

Huron 

10 

1,500 

Dunkirk 

50 

1,500 

15,383 

66,000 

There  are  some  thirty  towns  on  these  shores,  not 
named  above,  most  of  which  commenced  their  ex- 
istence since  1830,  and  which,  if  included,  would 
of  course  show  a greater  ratio  of  increase.  Thus 
it  appears  that  our  town  population  has  more  than 
quadrupled  within  3 years.  Business  has  increas- 
ed in  a still  greater  ratio.  In  1830,  the  number  of 
vessels  which  cleared  at  the  port  of  Cleveland  with 
cargoes  was  327;  in  183S  it  was  3,028  being  nearly 

*This  sum  is  subject  to  small  variation  on  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer. 


ten  times  in  number,  and  probably  more  than  twen- 
ty times  in  tonnage  The  value  of  exports  in  1830 
was  #377,197,  and  in  1838,  the  value  of  those  ex- 
ports that  arrived  by  the  canal  exceeded  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Tile  value  of  imports  in  1830, 
was  estimated  at  less  than  one  million,  and  in  1838 
at  over  nine  millions.  It  is  probable  that  Cleve- 
land exported,  in  addition  to  that  received  by  the 
canal,  to  the  value  of  near  a million.  Thus  that 
single  port  must  have  sent  abroad,  of  the  produce 
of  Ohio,  about  six  millions  of  dollars  in  value. 

Canal  tolls.  The  amount  of  tolls  collected  on 
all  the  canals  lor  the  month  of  April,  and  also  for 
the  first  week  in  May  for  each  of  the  last  five  years 
is  as  follows,  viz: 


In  April. 

1st  week  in  May. 

Total. 

1835, 

#130,075 

#58,844 

#188,919 

1836, 

53,287 

61,624 

114,911 

1837, 

80,074 

60,596 

139,670 

1838, 

127,881 

50,427 

178,309 

1839, 

107,567 

75,432 

182,999 

The  amount  of  tolls  received  to  the  7th  of  May 
are  greater  this  year  than  last  by  the  sum  of  #4,C90 
— and  greater  than  in  1837,  by  #3,329,  although  the 
canal  opened  in  ’37  and  ’39  on  the  same  day.  The 
tolls  to  the  7th  of  May  in  1835  were  #5,920  more 
than  in  1839.  In  the  former  year  the  canal  opened 
on  the  15th  of  April,  and  the  collections  in  that 
month  were  #22,500  greater  than  in  April  1839. 

[Albany  Argus. 

Northern  lakes.  We  have  been  favored  with 
a good  portion  of  the  report  of  lieut.  James  T.  Ho- 
mans, United  States  engineer,  who,  in  obedience  to 
instructions  received,  proceeded  in  August  last  to 
survey  and  examine  the  northern  lake  boundary 
west  of  Detroit,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
congress,  approved  7th  July  last,  respecting  light- 
houses. Leaving  Detroit  on  the  20th  of  that  month 
in  the  vessel  chartered  for  his  use  by  the  collector 
of  that  port,  he  followed  the  boundary  designated 
through  Detroit  river,  lake  and  river  St.  Clair,  Lake 
Huron,  Saganaw  Bay,  Straits  of  Michilimackinac 
east  and  west  side  of  lake  Michigan,  to  Green 
Bay;  from  that  place  to  St.  Mary’s  river,  entering 
it  by  Detour  passage,  most  used  by  vessels;  to  Saule 
St.  Marie,  near  foot  of  Lake  Superior;  thence  to 
Detroit  via  Mackinaw;  embracing  in  the  route  a 
distance,  by  estimate  of  1,825  miles. 

The  Buffalo  Journal,  in  alluding  to  this  report 
says:  “Reader,  think  of  it!  The  engineer  explores 
our  own  American  Mediterranean,  embracing  a 
route  of  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  five  miles  in 
length,  and  yet  leaves  enough  unexplored  to  wash  the 
boundaries  of  whole  empires.'”  All  this  is  no  exag- 
geration,— it  is  plain,  unvarnished  truth.  Lieut. 
Homans  found  much  that  had  been  done,  and  some- 
thing, already  in  partial  progress  to  hasten  and  com- 
mend. In  speaking  of  certain  bars  at  the  outlet  of 
Black  river,  heearnestly  hopes  that  the  obstruction  of 
commercial  enterprize  thereby  (which  he  observes 
will  apply  also  in  South  Black  river.  Pigeon  river 
lake,  and  other  fine  harbors  on  the  east  side  of  Lake 
Michigan)  may  induce  from  congress  some  appro- 
priation for  opening  the  entrance  to  them.  Our 
officer  in  this  report  expresses  himself  highly  gra- 
fted with  the  manifestations  of  thorough  and  genu- 
ine enterprize  displayed  by  the  company  now  rapid- 
ly settling  at  Port  Sheldon;  among  the  tokens  of 
which  is  mentioned  a neat  light-house,  near  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor,  regularly  lighted  through- 
out the  season.  It  has  been  truly  useful  to  lake 
navigators,  more  especially  (hose  destined  to  Grand 
river,  thirteen  miles  north; — there  being  no  other 
light  in  operation  on  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
of  lake  coast  north  ot'St. Joseph; — a coast  destined 
with  all  the  intermediate  and  surrounding  reo-ions' 
teeming  with  increase  and  fertility,  to  pour  iTs  in- 
fluence into  ihe  lap  of  this  company,  and  the  city 
which  their  pioneering  enterprize  and  far-reaching 
forecaste  will  in  a very  few  years  have  established, 
in  plenteous  prosperity.  [Phil.  Gaz. 

Pennsylvania  canal.  The  following  report 
was  made  to  the  medical  boatd  which  recently  sat 
at  Pittsburg,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  the 
most  suitable  place  for  the  location  of  a national 
hospital: 

Pittsburg,  May  1],  1839. 

Gentlemen:  In  reply  to  your  esteemed  favor  of 
the  loth  inst.  I now  with  pleasure  proceed  to  fur- 
nish the  board  with  all  file  correct  statistical  facts 
that  1 can  procure  at  so  short  a notice,  and  in  doing 
so,  give  intelligence,  procured  from  the  best  sources 
that  may  be  relied  on. 

The  number  of  boats  cleared  from  Pittsburg 
eastward,  since  the  opening  of  the  canal  naviga- 
tion at  Pittsburg  on  Monday  the  25th  of  March 
last  to  the  morning  of  the  9th  inst.  is  716,  loaded 
with  the  products  of  the  west,  viz:  flour,  bacon, 
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lard,  tobacco,  hemp,  furs,  skins,  wool,  feathers, 
wheat,  corn,  iron,  nails,  castings,  Pittsburg  manu- 
factures, stone  coal,  &c.  & c.  Tonnage  amounting 
to  11), 139, 259  pounds,  and  tolls  amounting  to 
$14,028  26  cts. 

Number  of  boats  that  have  arrived  from  Johns- 
town and  intermediate  ports,  in  the  same  time,  is 
713,  loaded  with  foreign  and  domestic  goods,  viz: 
dry  goods,  hardware,  qneensware,  groceries,  li- 
quors, drugs,  marble,  buir  blocks,  blooms,  castings, 
salt,  &lc.  £tc.  amount  of  tonnage,  30,166,173  pounds. 

There  are  96  boats  regularly  registered,  plying 
on  the  canal  from  Pittsburg  to  Johnstown  and 
back,  and  about  25  transient  boats,  making  in  the 
whole  on  the  western  division,  about  121  boats. 


Each  boat,  on  an  average,  is  manned  by  a cap- 
tain, two  steermen,  a cook  and  two  drivers,  making 
on  the  whole  number  of  boats,  about  847  persons. 

The  following  regular  lines  are  comprised  in  the 
above  list,  and  ply  daily  between  Pittsburg  and 


Johnstown,  viz: 

Penna.  packet  boat  co.j 
Express  packet  line.  Pio-  | 
neer  or  freight  & pack-  f 
et  line,  J 

Western  transportation  co.  'j 
or  D.  Leech  and  Co’s  ( 
line  of  freight  & pack-  I 
et  boats,  j 

Union  transportation  co. 
Bingham's  do. 

Pilot  do. 

James  O’Conner  & Co’s.  9 
patent  portable  car  bo-  > 
dy  line,  j 

Penna.  &.  Ohio  line, 
Mechanics’  line. 

Despatch  line, 

Reliance  line,  freight 
• packet, 

Hollidaysburg  line. 


Agents. 

Little,  Linford  and 
Hays. 


Do. 

H.  & P.  Graff. 

Wm.  Bingham. 

James  Paul. 

Taaffee  & O’Conner. 

McDowell  & Co. 
Samuel  M.  Kier. 

J.  C.  Reynolds. 

Jno.  McFaden. 

J.  P.  Rea. 

Judging  from  all  the  facts  in  my  possession,  the 
business  on  the  western  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal  has  so  far  this  spring  increased  full  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  and  will  doubtless  continue  in  the 
same  ratio  as  the  rapid  increase  of  the  population 
and  business  of  the  vast  western  and  southern  re- 
gions of  the  United  States.  All  of  which  is  re- 
spectfully submitted  by  your  obedient  ser’vt, 
Absalom  Morris, 
Supervisor  western  division  Penn,  canal. 
To  IE.  J.  Wheaton , esq.  surgeon,  U.  S.  A.  presi- 
dent of  the  medical  board. 


Ti-ie  American  and  Canadian  frontiers. 
The  late  report  of  lord  Durham  on  the  affairs  of 
Canada,  thus  contracts  the  appearance  of  the  Ame- 
rican and  Canadian  shores: 

“On  the  American  side,  all  is  activity  and  bustle. 
The  forest  has  been  widely  cleared;  every  year  nu- 
merous settlements  are  formed,  and  thousands  of 
farms  are  created  out  of  the  waste;  the  country  is 
intersected  by  common  roads;  canals  and  rail  roads 
are  finished,  or  in  the  course  of  formation;  the 
ways  of  communication  and  transport  are  crowded 
with  people  and  enlivened  by  numerous  carriages 
aDd  large  steamboats.  The  observer  is  surprised 
at  the  numberof  vessels  they  contain;  while  bridges, 
artificial  landing  places,  and  commodious  wharves 
are  formed  in  all  directions  as  soon  as  required. 

“Good  houses,  wharehouses,  mills,  inns,  villages, 
towns,  and  even  great  cities,  are  almost  seen  to 
spring  up  out  of  the  desert.  Every  village  has  its 
school  house  and  place  of  public  worship.  Every 
town  has  many  of  both,  with  its  township  build- 
ings, its  book  stores,  and  probably  one  or  tw'o 
banks  and  newspapers;  and  the  cities  with  their 
fine  churches,  their  great  hotels,  their  exchanges, 
court  houses  and  municipal  halls,  of  stone  or  mar- 
ble, so  new  and  fresh  as  to  mark  the  recent  exist- 
ence of  the  forest  where  they  now  stand,  would  be 
admired  in  any  part  of  the  old  wrnrld.  On  the 
British  side  of  the  line,  with  the  exception  of  a lew 
favored  spots,  where  some  approach  to  American 
prosperity  is  apparent,  all  seems  waste  and  desolate. 
There  is  but  one  rail  road  in  all  British  America, 
and  that  running  between  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
Lake  Champlain  is  oniy  15  miles  long.  The  an- 
cient city  of  Montreal,  which  is  naturally  the  com- 
lueicial  capital  of  the  Canadas,  will  not  bear  the 
Last  comparison  in  any  respect  with  Buffalo,  which 
is  a creation  of  yesterday. 

“But  it  is  not  in  the  difference  between  the  lar- 
ger towns  on  the  two  sides  that  we  shall  find  the 
best  evidence  of  our  own  inferiority.  1 hat  painful 
and  undeniable  truth  is  most  manifest  in  the  coun- 
try districts  through  which  the  line  of  national  se- 
paration passes  for  1,000  miles.  There  on  the  side 
of  both  the  Candas,  and  also  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Nova  Scotia,  a widely  scattered  population,  poor, 
and  apparently  unenterprising,  though  hardy  and 


industrious,  separated  from  each  other  by  tracts  of 
intervening  forests,  without  towns  or  markets,  al- 
most without  roads,  living  in  mean  houses,  drawing 
little  more  than  a rude  subsistence  from  ill  cultiva- 
vated  land,  and  seemingly  incapable  of  improving 
their  condition,  present  the  most  instruclive  con- 
trast to  their  enterprising  and  thriving  neighbors  on 
the  American  side.” 

The  “Winter  Studies  and  Summer  Rambles”  of 
Mrs.  Jamison  has  a passage  to  the  same  effect: 

“I  hardly  know  how  to  convey  to  you  an  idea  ol 
the  difference  between  the  two  shores;  it  will  ap- 
pear to  you  incredible  as  it  is  to  me  incomprehen- 
sible. Our  shore  is  said  to  be  the  most  fertile,  and 
has  been  the  longest  settled;  but  to  float  between 
them,  (as  I did  to-day  in  a little  canoe  made  of  a hol- 
low tree,  and  paddled  by  a half-breed  imp  of  a boy), 
to  behold  on  one  side  a city  with  its  tower?  and 
spires  and  animated  population,  with  villas  and 
handsome  houses  stretching  along  the  shore,  and 
100  vessels  or  more,  gigantic  steamers,  bridges, 
schooners  crowding  the  port,  loading  and  unload- 
ing; all  the  bustle,  in  short,  of  prosperity  and  com- 
merce, and  on  the  other  side  a little  straggling  ham- 
let, one  schooner,  one  little  wretched  steamboat, 
some  windmills,  Catholic  chappel  or  two,  a supine 
ignorant  peasantry,  all  the  symptoms  of  apathy, 
indolence,  mistrust,  hopelessness!  Can  any  one 
help  wondering  at  the  difference,  and  ask  whence 
it  arises?  There  must  be  a cause  for  it  surely — but 
what  is  it?  Does  it  lie  in  past  or  in  present — in 
natural  or  accidental  circumstances?  In  the  insti- 
tution of  the  government,  or  the  character  of  the 
people?  Is  it  remediable?  is  it  a necessity?  is  it  a 
mystery?  What  and  whence  is  it?  Can  you  tell?  or 
can  you  send  some  of  our  colonial  officials  across 
the  Atlantic,  to  behold  and  solve  the  difficulty?” 

[ National  Intelligencer . 

Troubles  in  the  east  again.  The  Bangor 
Whig  brings  us  a rumor  of  war  from  the  disputed 
territory.  A letter  is  published  dated  St.  Croix, 
No.  10,  May  14,  from  a gentleman  at  that  place, 
who  writes  that  McLaughlin  has  been  atFish  river, 
which  is  about  60  miles  from  No.  10,  with  40  men, 
and  ordered  off,  by  letter,  captain  Nyeand  bis  men, 
about  30  in  number;  they  then  went  down  the  river, 
it  is  supposed  for  reinforcement.  The  letter  adds, 
“We  immediately  sent  one  express  to  fort  Fairfield 
for  men,  and  one  to  colonel  Jarvis,  informing  him 
of  the  facts,  and  started  a boat  load  of  men,  ammu- 
nition and  provisions,  for  the  seat  of  war.”  The 
writer  further  adds,  “we  say  Fish  river  country  by 
the  arrangement,  belongs  to  us,  we  have  sent  a force 
there  to  secure  the  timber,  lake  off’  trespassers,  and 
exercise  jurisdiction.” 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  arrangement 
made  between  Harvey,  Scott  and  Fail  field,  to  w hich 
the  writer  alludes: 

“It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  governor  ol  Maine, 
without  renewed  instructions  from  the  legislature 
of  the  state,  to  attempt  to  disturb,  by  arms,  the  said 
province  in  the  possession  of  the  Madawaska  set- 
tlements, or  to  attempt  to  interrupt  the  usual  commu- 
nications between  that  province  and  her  majesty’s 
upper  provinces;  and  that  he  is  willing  in  the  mean 
time,  to  leave  the  questions  of  possession  and  juris- 
diction as  they  at  present  stand;  that  is,  GreatBi  ilain 
holding,  in  fact,  possession  of  a part  of  said  territory, 
and  the  government  of  Maine  denying  her  right  to 
such  possession;  and  the  state  of  Maine,  holding,  in 
fact,  possession  of  another  portion  of  the  same  ter- 
ritory, to  which  her  right  is  denied  by  Great  Bri- 
tain.” 

Famine  in  Newfoundland.  The  extracts  be- 
low, from  Newfoundland  papers,  exhibit  a scarcely 
creditable  state  of  distress  in  that  province.  The 
governor  has  authorised  the  commissioners  of  the 
poor  to  expend  the  sum  of £200  from  the  treasury. 
£240  has  been  also  given  fur  this  purpose  by  the 
Irish  society. 

Distress  in  the  bay. — On  Saturday  and  Monday 
last,  our  streets  presented  a melancholy  appearance 
— about,  we  suppose,  two  hundred  poor  females 
came  to  the  north  shore,  to  seek  relief  from  the  Be- 
nevolent Irish  society  of  this  tow'n,  which  society 
had  given  fifty  pounds  lor  the  poor,  and  these  poor 
creatures  had  scarcely  a garment  to  cover  their  na- 
kedness. We  have  been  informed  by  several  gen- 
tlemen from  Lower  Island  Cove,  that  on  their  way  to 
this  town,  they  called  on  several  poor  families,  and 
found  them  in  a sad  state  of  starvation.  Some  fami- 
lies, they  stated,  had  not  eaten  a morsel  from  Sun- 
day morning  until  Wednesday  evening,  and  others 
from  Monday  until  Wednesday — and  we  are  con- 
vinced, from  the  reports  that  are  hourly  coming  in 
from  that  quarter,  that  this  is  not  the  only  case  in 
which  starvation  must  put  an  end  to  their  sufferings, 
unless  relief  is  shortly  given  them. 

[ Carbonear  Sentinel. 


The  reports  which  continue  (o  reach  us  relative 
to  the  famine  which  prevails  in  the  remote  settle- 
ments of  this  bay,  aie  of  the  most  harrowing  de- 
scription. We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
within  a circuit  of  twenty  miles  of  Haibor  Grace, 
there  are  hundreds  of  families  who  have  not  within 
their  respective  dwellings,  an  ounce  of  the  common 
necessaries  of  life — and  who,  for  weeks  past,  have 
been  subsisting  upon  a single  meal  a day,  and  this, 
too,  in  many  instances,  of  the  most  wietched  and 
nauseating  character.  [ Harbor  Grace  Star. 

Maine  flour.  The  value  of  the  agricultural 
resources  of  Maine,  are  by  no  means  appreciated. 
Dr.  Jackson  however,  has  done  much  in  his  geologi- 
cal reports  to  enlighten  the  public  in  relation  to  this 
subject.  He  has  called  attention  to  the  rich  lands 
which  are  to  be  found  in  this  state,  well  calculated 
for  all  agriculral  purposes — to  the  feitiie  and  produc- 
tive soil  in  the  Valleys  of  the  numerous  rivers  which 
intersect  the  country  in  all  directions.  The  action 
of  the  legislature  of  1838,  in  granting  a bounty  for 
the  production  of  wheat  has  also  tended  directly  to 
assist  in  developing  the  agricultural  resources  of  this 
state  and  we  are  by  no  means  certain  that  Maine 
will  not  be  looked  upon  in  the  couise  of  a few  years, 
as  the  granary  of  New  England. 

It  is  generally  known  that  large  quantities  of  wheat 
were  raised  in  various  parts  of  Maine  during  the  last 
year.  It  is  proved  beyond  a doubr,  that  the  soil  and 
the  climate  are  both  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of 
this  most  valuable  species  of  grain,  and  we  learn 
that  the  prospeets  for  the  present  year  are  truly  en- 
couraging— if  the  season  should  prove  propitious,  a 
larger  quantity  of  wheat  will  doubtless  be  raised 
than  the  most  sanguine  friends  of  agriculture  in  that 
state  predicted  a few  years  ago  would  ever  take 
place.  It  is  not,  however,  generally  known  that  the 
wheat  raised  in  Maine  is  of  excellent  quality,  and 
that  the  flour  manufactured  from  this  wheat,  if  the 
process  be  properly  executed,  is  surpassed  in  excel- 
lence by  none  on  this  continent.  A few  barrels  of 
flour  made  from  wheat  raised  on  the  farm  of  F.  A. 
Butman,  in  Dixmont,  Penobscot  co.  Me.  and  manu- 
factured in  mills  belonging  to  Mr.  Butman,  were 
lately  brought  to  this  city.  We  were  so  fortunate  as 
to  become  the  purchaser  of  one  of  these  bai  rels — and 
if  this  is  a fair  specimen  of  “down  east”  flour,  com- 
mend us  to  “down  east”  flour  forever  after,  say  we. 
The  bread  made  from  this  flour  equals  in  delicacy  of 
color  that  made  from  the  best  quality  of  Maryland 
or  Pennsylvania  flour — it  is  probabty  more  nutriti- 
tious,  and,  unless  our  organs  of  taste  are  sadly  out  of 
tune,  it  is  superior  in  flavor  to  bread  made  from  any 
other  flour,  of  which  it  has  ever  been  our  lot  to  par- 
take. 

The  Bemis  case.  We  see,  by  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  that 
a b 11  has  been  passed  by  the  lower  house  of  that  as- 
sembly, lor  the  trial  of  Messis.  Bemis  and  others,  of 
Hartford  county,  in  this  state,  who  stand  indicted  in 
York  county,  Pa.  for  bringing  away  certain  ol  their 
slaves,  whom  they  found  in  that  county',  without  ob- 
taining, as  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  require,  the  or- 
der of  a judge  for  their  removal. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  this  case  occupied  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  the  legislature  of 
our  state,  at  its  session  of  1837,  and  that  a resolution 
was  adopted  authorising  the  govei nor  to  appoint  a 
commissioner  to  visit  Harrisburg, and  to  make  known 
to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  the  desire  of  Ma- 
ryland that  the  questions  involved  in  the  case  should 
be  taken  up  for  decision  to  the  supreme  court,  ol  the 
United  States.  Jonathan  Meredith,  esq.  of  this  city, 
was  appointed  the  commissioner,  and  as  he  is  now  in 
Harrisburg,  we  suppose  that  the  law,  recently  pas- 
sed by  the  house  of  representatives  ol  Pennsylvania, 
is  intended  to  meet  the  wishes  ol  Maryland. 

The  questions  involved  in  this  case  are  deeply  im- 
portant to  the  slave-holding  states  of  the  union,  and 
it  was  this  that  caused  the  legislature  of  Maryland  to 
adopt  the  course  pursued.  Among  the  questions  are: 

1st.  The  right  of  a citizen  of  a slave-holding  state 
to  pursue  his  fugitive  slaves  into  a non-slave-holding 
state,  and  to  bring  them  away  without  a resort  to  the 
judicial  tribunals. 

2d.  They  right  of  a master  to  the  produce  of  his 
fugitive  slave,  born  of  her  in  a non-slave-holding 

3d.  The  constitutionality  ofthe  law's  of  Pennsylva- 
nia on  the  subject  of  fugitive  slaves. 

Something  singular!!  We  have  to  announce, 
what  will  no  doubt  be  new  to  most  of  our  readers, 
that  in  Cincinnati— a city  bordering  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  state  of  Ohio — a state  of  which 
corn  is  a staple  production, — where  ten  years  ago  it 
was  almost  a drug,  and  could  be  had  in  quantity  at 
a bit  a bushel — yes,  in  this  city,  the  article  of  corn 
has  become  so  scarce,  that  it  will  bear  importation 
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from  the  far  west!  A mercantile  friend  informs  us 
that  thousands  and  thousands  of  bushels  of  shelled 
corn  have  been  brought  to  Cincinnati  within  the  last 
week  or  two,  which  were  shipped  from  Illinois  and 
even  Iowa  territory!  We  asked,  can  it  be  possible? 
It  is  even  so!  This  corn  has  come  down  the  Illinois 
and  Mississippi  rivers,  up  the  Ohio  liver,  landed  at 
Cincinnati,  sold  at  a fair  profit,  put  on  board  our 
canal  boats  and  sent  into  the  interior»of  Ohio.  We 
asked  our  informant,  what  use  our  interior  could 
make  ol  it!  Why,  sir,  most  of  it  will  be  manufac- 
tured into  whiskey,  in  that  shape  it  will  be  sent 
back  to  Cincinnati,  and  from  thence  it  will  find  its 
way,  much  of  it,  to  the  very  same  points  from  whence 
it  staited. 

Who  would  have  believed,  if  told  ten  years  ago, 
that  corn  brought  some  two  thousand  miles,  from 
Iowa  territory,  could  have  been  sold  at  a profit  in 
the  great  agricultural  counties  of  Butler  and  War- 
ren, in  the  state  of  Ohio? 

Is  there  not  reason  to  fear  that  our  agricultural 
interests  are  too  much  neglected?  Come,  comb,  ci- 
tizens of  Ohio!  patronize  and  spur  up  your  agricul- 
tural societies!  [Cincinnati  Whig,  May  17 . 

State  of  things  in  Mississippi — awful! — 
Copy  ot  a letter  addressed  to  one  of  our  commission 
houses  in  New  Orleans: 

Brandon,  Is?  May,  1S39. 

Gentlemen:  Yours  of  the  25th  ult.  received;  and 
in  reply  I can  say  nothing  calculated  to  afford  you 
any  satisfaction.  The  whole  judiciary  of  Mississippi 
is  in  the  most  confused  and  disorganized  condition: 
The  collectors  of  money  are  put  at  defiance,  and 
laughed  to  scorn:  Circuit  judges  are  refusing  to  hold 
courts,  and  when  they  do  hoid  them,  they  quash  the 
bonds  and  executions  that  have  been  for  the  last  year 
or  two  maturing:  Sheriffs  openly  refuse  to  execute 
the  process  of  the  law,  and  the  Brandon  bank  has 
joined  in  the  general  outrage,  by  procuring  the  she- 
riff ol  this  county  to  receive  its  paperon  executions, 
on  its  promise  to  redeem  it  at  court;  but  our  court 
is  just  passed— the  sheriff’s  office  is  full  of  Brandon 
paper — and  the  bank  now  has  the  effrontery  to  sav 
she  has  no  means  to  redeem  a dollar  of  it. 

But  to  the  subject.  Most  of  the  forthcoming 
bonds  in  this  county  were  by  the  judge  quashed;  and 
where  they  were  not  quashed,  Brandon  money  was 
taken  by  the  sheriff  where  any  collections  ’at  all 
were  made.  Some  of  the  bonds  assigned  to  you 
were  quashed,  and  the  securities  to  them  released, 
giving  to  the  principal  twelve  months  longer  to  pay 
the  debt;  this  in  many  cases  will  much  endanger  the 
collection  of  the  money.  Where  I should  have  re- 
ceived thousands  this  court,  I have  not  collected  one 
dollar;  nor  do  I intend  to  gratify  this  corrupt  and 
abandoned  bank  by  taking  its  foul  issue  from  the 
sheriff’s  hands. 

I know  that  these  things  are  a grievious  hardship 
on  creditors,  and  especially  such  as  have  been  as  in- 

dulgent  as  you  have  been  with ; but  I know  of 

no  remedy  until  we  can  obtain  officers  of  sufficient 
firmness  and  integrity  to  enforce  the  laws.  Ishow- 
, your  letter  on  the  subject  of  commissions, 
but  could  get  from  him  no  answer.  1 should  like  to 
hear  from  you  as  to  these  things.  Very'  respectfully 
y°urs-  &c-  [W.  O.  Bulletin. 


to  inquire  into  the  official  conduct  generally  of  the 
said  captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  while  commanding 
the  United  States  naval  forces  in  the  Mediterranean 
sea  in  the  years  1S35,  1S3C,  1837,  1838.’  The  let- 
ter of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  of  the  22d  Apri 
183.9,  extends  this  inquiry  to  ‘his  conduct  while 
commanding  the  Constitution  in  Hampton  Roads.” 
“With  great  respect  for  the  authority  from  which 
the  order  organizing  the  court  emanated,  and  a 
proper  diffidence  in  his  own  judgment,  captain  El- 
liott states  that  this  general  form  of  enquiry  is  not 
in  accordance  with  precedent  or  authority;  but  he 
distinctly  waives  the  objection  thereto,  and  desires 
that  evenj  ground  of  complaint  may  be  fully  inquired 
into.  In  order,  however,  to  prepare  for  his  defence, 
he  requests  a specification  of  the  charges  and  com- 
plaints intended  to  be  exhibited  and  preferred 
against  him,  under  the  general  clause  above  quoted, 
as  well  as  the  names  of  the  accusers  (if  any)  and 
of  the  witnesses  intended  to  be  respectively  ex- 
amined upon  said  charges.” 

When  the  paper  was  presented  the  judge  advo- 
cate stated  that  he  could  not  give  any  specification 
of  the  charges.  That  it  was  a general  enquiry  into 
the  official  conduct  of  commodore  Elliott,  and  that 
every  ground  of  complaint  must  be  inquired  into,  as 
it  should  be  elicited  from  the  witnesses  in  the 
course  of  examination.  The  court  then  said  that 
if  the  judge  advocate  would  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  commodore  Elliott,  it  would  be  a greal 
convenience  to  all  concerned,  and  promote  economy 
of  both  time  and  expense;  but  as  the  judge  advo- 
cate could  not,  from  the  nature  of  the  inquiry, 
comply  with  the  request,  the  court  would  give  com- 
modore Elliott  ample  time  to  prepare  for  his  de 
fence.  The  president  of  the  court  wished  commo- 
dore Elliott  to  file  the  first  part  of  the  above  rela- 
tive to  the  form  of  enquiry,  in  order  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  navy  department  might  be  called  to  its 
peculiar  character;  but  commodore  Elliott,  fearing 
that  the  nature  of  the  paper  might  be  misunderstood 
if  but  a part  of  it  were  published,  declined,  and  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  court,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  judge  advocate,  the  whole  paper  was  with- 
drawn. 


Lands  in  Ohio.  A sale  of  lands,  the  property 
of  the  heirs  of  David  Pierce,  jr.  was  recently  made 
in  Galiiopolis,  Ohio.  The  lands  sold,  lie  in  the 
counties  of  Washington,  Morgan,  Athens,  Mei^s 
and  Gallia.  They  amounted  in  the  whole  to  5 546 
acres— being  five  shares  of  the  Ohio  company’s 
purchase.  1 hese  lands  were  appraised  in  Septem- 
ber last  under  an  order  of  court,  the  appraisement 
amounting  to  $14,069  60.  They  were  sold  by  auc- 
tion, part  at  Marietta,  on  the  25th  April,  and  the 
remainder  at  Galiiopolis,  as  before  mentioned;  and 
brought  an  aggregate  of  $22,051  12;  being  some- 
thing more  than  fifty  per  cent,  advance  upon  the 
appraisement  prices.  The  Galiiopolis  Journal  re- 
marks, in  noticing  this  sale:  “But  few  of  the  above 
lands  were  considered  as  having  been  sold  at  a hi"h 

price,  and  many  ot  them  were  extremely  low. 

A he  terms  of  sale  were  one-half  paid  down,  the 
other  half  in  one  year  without  interest.”  From  all 
ot  which  it  would  seem  that  Ohio  lands  are  “look- 
ing up.” 

Commodore  Elliott.  In  consequence  of  the 
rumor  that  commodore  Elliott  had  protested  against 
the  proceedings  ot  the  court  of  enquiry  in  his  case, 

fiiends'°Wln“  Sta‘ement  ^as  *)een  published  by  his 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  paper  presented 
by  commodore  Elliott  to  the  court: 

“The  precept  convening  the  court  of  enquiry  in 
this  case,  authorises  them  to  inquire  into  certain 
specific  complaints  and  charges  urged  against  cap- 
tain  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  which  are  set  forth,  ‘and  also 


The  life  boat.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  that 
government  has  ordered  one  of  Francis’s  patent  life 
boats  for  the  cutter  Madison,  of  this  port,  and  that 
it  has  arrived  the  present  week.  The  boat  is  about 
20  feet  in  length.  The  manufacturer  gives  assu- 
rance that  it  may  have  a dead  weight  of  1,500 
pounds  of  iron  placed  in  her  bottom,  and  as  many 
men  get  in  and  about  her  as  can — that  all  plugs  may 
be  taken  out,  leaving  her  bottom  open,  and  then  if 
all  the  engines  in  Portsmouth  should  play  into  the 
boat  at  once,  they  could  not  get  her  below  the  sur- 
face. We  have  before  us  an  engraving  and  extend- 
ed description  of  the  boat,  with  certificates  from  the 
best  informed  naval  and  maritime  men,  which  may 
be  seen  by  those  who  feel  desirous  of  attaching  one 
of  these  important  appendages,  which  no  sfiip  should 
be  without.  In  how  many  cases  valuable  lives  of 
our  townsmen  might  have  been  preserved  by  a life 
boat  at  hand,  it  is  not  for  us  to  decide;  the  cause  of 
humanity,  however,  demands  attention. 

The  following  extract  is  from  a report  made  by 
lieutenant  Edmund  de  Challie,  of  the  French  steam 
frigate  Veloce: 

“During  my  visit  at  Washington,  I was  exceed- 
ingly interested  in  the  examinalion  of  a ‘life  boat,’ 
invented  by  Mr.  Joseph  Francis,  an  American  boat- 
wright.  The  beautiful  system  of  simplicity  with 
which  Mr.  F.  has  constructed  this  boat,  will  enable 
her  to  navigate  amid  the  most  boisterous  surges  with- 
out the  least  danger  of  capsizing.  She  may  even 
be  broken  in  a partial  degree,  and  yet  retain  her 
buoyant  qualities. 

“In  case  of  shipwreck,  she  is  eminently  qualified 
to  save  the  crew  of  the  ship.  She  may,  with  great 
facility',  be  sent  off  from  the  shore,  where  the  coast 
is  lined  with  dangerous  rocks  or  shoals,  in  aid  of 
vessels  in  distress,  and  render  them  great  assistance 
by  carrying  out  lines  or  warps  in  severe  tempestu- 
ous! weather.  In  short,  to  serve  in  all  respects  as  a 
perfect  life  boat,  insubmersible. 

“After  several  experiments,  I plunged  the  boat 
into  the  water,  so  as  to  fill  her  entirely,  and  the  mo- 
ment she  was  left  at  liberty  she  instantly  rose  upon 
the  surface  from  her  own  impulsion;  the  water  which 
she  contained  making  its  escape  rapidly  from  her 
sides.  There  are  several  openings  in  her  which 
allow  the  water  to  run  out,  from  which  cause  the 
boat  always  keeps  her  position  above  water,  even 
though  she  should  be  injured  by  a shot  or  stove 
against  a rock. 

“Vainly  did  I endeavor  to  upset  this  boat  by  ca- 
reening her  on  one  side  until  the  water  came  in;  the 
centre  of  gravity  being  so  placed  in  this  new  con- 
struction, that  the  boat  is  alw'avs  brought  back  to 


her  natural  position,  the  water  constantly  discharg- 
ing itself  with  great  facility. 

"I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  this  is  a most  ex- 
cellent boat,  and  that  it  would  be  very  advantageous 
to  every  vessel  to  have  at  least  one  boat  of  this  con- 
struction, which  is  as  simple  as  elegant. 

“Upon  the  whole,  I a:n  induced  to  think,  that  this 
invention  of  Mr.  Francis’s  is  calculated  to  afford 
the  most  important  services  to  navigators  of  every 
country,  and  to  all  mankind.” 

[Portsmouth,  N.  H.  Jour. 


The  sailors’  cause.  It  is  gratifying  to  wit- 
ness the  exertions  n^w  making  among  the  humane 
and  enlightened,  in  the  seaports  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
poor  sailor.  There  is  no  class  of  persons  to  whom 
society  is  more  indebted,  and  none  for  whom  hu - 
inanity  has  done  so  little.  The  neglect  with  w'hicli 
the  seaman  has  been  treated,  so  far  as  regards  his 
mental  and  moral  culture,  is  a disgrace  to  civilized 
Christian  nations.  We  are  glad  to  see,  from  recent 
proceedings,  that  New  Orleans  is  resolved  no  longer 
to  lie  under  this  reproach.  A society  called  the 
New  Orleans  Port  society,  auxiliary  to  the  Ameri- 
can Seamen’s  society,  has  been  organized  for  some 
time  in  this  city  and  in  full  operation.  The  cele- 
bration of  its  anniversary  took  place  last  Sabbath  in 
the  church  on  Lafayette  square.  The  lion.  J.  W. 
Breedlove,  the  collector  of  our  port,  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  presided  during  the  progress  of  the 
meeting.  After  some  preliminary  proceedings,  the 
report  was  read  by  the  chaplain  and  secretary  of 
the  society,  rev.  Mr.  Lewis.  From  the  report,  we 
learn  that  the  labors  of  this  benevolent  institution 
have  accomplished  much  good  during  the  last 
twelve  months.  A reading  room  has  been  opened, 
where  sailors  attend  in  considerable  numbers.  A 
boarding  house  has  been  established  on  the  temper- 
ance principle,  where  the  honest  jack  tar  can  find 
comfortable  lodgings  and  good ‘society;  and  thus 
avoid  the  besotting  influences  of  the  usual  haunts 
of  vice  and  dissipation.  The  happy  effects  of  these 
efforts,  are  seen  in  the  reformation  of  many,  who 
were  once  the  victims  of  intemperance  and  its  kin- 
dred evils. 

Reports  were  also  read  from  other  societies  in  the 
United  States,  showing  beyond  all  question  the  prac- 
ticability of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  sea- 
man, and  elevating  him  in  the  scale  of  civilization 
and. moral  dignity.  In  fact  the  result  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  these  societies  has  been  every  where, 
not  only  to  afford  the  sailor  a place  of  refuge  from 
temptation!  a home — but  the  means  also  of  gaining 
admission  into  good  and  respectable  society,  where 
virtuous  associations  and  influences  operate  to  the 
reformation  of  his  character.  During  the  course  of 
the  exercises  several  addresses  were  delivered. 
A mong  the  speakers  none  excited  more  interest  than 
the  honorable  Mr.  Buckingham,  the  celebrated  ori- 
ental traveller.  He  opened  his  remarks  by  justly 
claiming  to  be  heard  in  behalf  of  sailors — since  lie 
was  of  the  fraternity — “cradled  on  the  billows” — 
he  had  passed  his  youth  among  them — had  made  the 
sailor’s  life  his  profession — (the  hon.  gentleman,  we 
understand,  has  held  a distinguished  rank  in  the 
royal  navy).  He  bore  testimony  to  the  chivalrv 
and  virtues  of  their  character.  He  commented  oil 
the  merits  they  posses  as  the  pioneers  in  discovery 
of  new'  countries — as  the  bold  spirits  that  opened 
the  way  and  penetrated  the  way  to  a new  world — 
that  science  and  commerce,  security  from  foreign 
invasion,  the  enjoyment  of  luxuries  at  home,  ami- 
other  countless  benefits,  are  the  products  of  their 
energy,  skill  and  toil.  The  hon.  gentleman’s  re- 
marks, and  the  plans  he  proposed  excited  so  great 
an  interest  that  it  was  deemed  proper  and  advisable 
to  give  another  opportunity  to  the  public  of  hearing 
them,  and  operating  upon  measures  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  cause.  The  meeting  was  therefore  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow  evening,  at  the  same  place, 

7 1-2  P.  M.  [N.  O.  Com.  Bulletin. 

American  sailors  in  the  English  navy. 

It  is  a fact  well  known  to  many  of  our  officers,  that 
a large  portion  of  the  seamen  in  the  English  navy 
are  now  composed  of  Americans;  and  this  disposi- 
tion to  sail  under  the  British  flag  is  more  infectious 
among  our  tars  at  present  than  ever.  As  a reeent 
evidence  of  this,  more  than  forty  of  the  crew,  who 
were  discharged  from  the  frigate  United  States  in 
this  port,  have  since  re-shipped  in  Liverpool  for 
the  British  service.  We  cannot  account  for  this, 
except  that  the  admiralty  have  offered  the  greatest 
encouragement  to  sailors  entering  their  service. 
During  the  wars  of  the  continent,  when  it  became 
necessary  to  keep  the  whole  navy  of  Great  Britain 
at  sea,  no  means  was  left  unspared  to  entrap  sailors 
in  the  service,  and  every  temptation  was  thrown  in 
their  way,  to  keep  them  quiet  in  their  state  of  de- 
pendence. But  the  evil  consequences  arising  from 
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this  system  of  coercion,  have  caused  a great  change 
in  the  mode  of  treatment;  salutary  laws,  making  it 
compulsory  upon  captains  of  vessels  to  give  liberty 
to  their  men  at  stated  periods,  and  doing  away  with 
corporal  punishment,  except  by  trial  of  drum-head 
court  martials  (technically  called)  anil  various 
others,  have  had  a wonderful  effect  in  dissipating 
the  unpopularity  of  that  service. 

We  are  of  the  opinion,  too,  without  reference  to 
the  importance  of  many  beneficial  laws,  made  for 
the  encouragement  of  seamen,  that  the  English 
service  holds  out  much  the  most  lucrative  situation. 
In  our  service  a seaman  receives  twelve  dollars 
monthly  wages,  w'ith  no  small  stores  allowed, 
whereas,  in  the  British  service,  a seaman’s  wages 
are  £2  10s.  with  small  stores,  amounting  to  four- 
teen or  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  and  clothes  fur- 
nished at  a much  less  expense  than  in  ours.  This 
difference  i3  owing  to  the  bill  for  the  payment  of 
our  seamen  having  passed  congress  as  far  back  as 
1708  being  graduated  by  the  standard  for  labor  at 
that  time;  and  since  this,  though  the  value  of  labor 
has  so  much  increased,  nothing  has  been  done.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  government  will  take  this 
subject  into  consideration,  and  make  some  legisla- 
tive provision  for  the  protection  of  a class  of  men 
who,  from  their  hardships  and  sufferings,  are  enti- 
tled to  more  sympathy  than  any  other  persons  in 
the  world.  [ Boston  Atlas. 

House  of  refuge  destroyed.  Between  eight 
and  nine  o’clock  this  morning  a fire  broke  out  in 
the  centre  building  of  the  house  of  refuge,  and  was 
not  extinguished  till  that  and  the  wing  nearest  the 
Bloomingdale  road  were  totally  destroyed,  the  walls 
only  having  been  left  standing.  When  we  left  the 
place  at  12  o’clock  the  fire  was  nearly  subdued,  but 
the  engines  werp  still  playing  upon  the  ruins. 

There  were  about  two  hundred  boys  confined  in 
the  buildings,  two  or  three  of  whom,  it  is  supposed, 
escaped  during  the  confusion.  The  greater  part  of 
the  remainder,  we  are  informed  by  the  superinten- 
dent, w'orked  manfully  to  stay  the  progress  of  the 
fire,  and  it  was  maiidy  owing  to  their  exertions  that 
the  property  in  the  building  was  saved. 

There  is  no  other  way  to  account  for  the  origin 
of  the  fire,  than  to  suppose  that  it  was  designedly 
communicated  by  some  of  the  boys.  There  was 
an  insurance  upon  the  premises,  but  probably  not 
sufficient  to  cover  the  pecuniary  loss. 

This  is  the  second  disastrous  fire  with  which  the 
refuge  has  been  visited.  The  first  destroyed  a spa- 
cious new  building,  about  three  years  ago,  very 
soon  after  its  erection,  which  had  been  designed  for 
the  female  department.  That  edifice  was  not  re- 
built, for  the  reason  that  the  proprietors  of  the  sur- 
rounding property  were  then  concocting  measures 
to  force  a removal  of  the  institution  to  another  lo- 
cality. Their  purpose  was  accomplished,  and  the 
present  calamity  will  be  the  lessseverelyfe.lt  by 
the  board  of  managers,  from  the  circumstance  that 
the  new  buildings  are  almost  ready  for  use. 

The  new  locality  is  upon  the  margin  of  the  East 
river,  south  of,  and  contiguous  to,  the  Bellevue 
almshouse.  In  consideration  of  the  removal,  and 
the  relinquishment  of  the  buildings  now  partially 
destroyed,  the  corporation  gave  the  board  of  mana- 
gers tiie  building  on  the  East  river  known  as  “the 
fever  hospital,”  built  in  1324.  Another  spacious 
edifice  has  been  erected  on  the  premises,  which  we 
believe  is  nearly  completed.  The  situation  is  very 
beautiful,  and  will  be  found  in  all  respects  more 
eligible  than  the  present — albeit  the  managers  will 
miss  their  shrubbery,  their  fruits  and  flowers,  and 
their  vineyard.  [IV.  Y.  Com.  Advertiser  of  May  22. 

Debt  of  New  York  city.  The  official  com- 
munication of  the  mayor  of  New  York  to  the  com- 
mon council  states  that  the  funded  debt  of  that  city 
on  the  1st  instant,  exclusive  of  the  loans  for  the 
construction  of  the  Croton  aqueduct,  and  to  in- 
demnify certain  persons  for  property  blown  up 
during  the  great  fire,  was  $1,123,900.  Including 
said  loans,  $3,943,953.  Increase  of  debt  during 
the  year  ending  1st  May,  $56,694,  exclusive  of  fire 
and  water  loans.  The  city  owns  real  estate  to  the 
estimated  value  of  $15,663,913,  producing  an  an- 
nual income  of  166,192.  A large  proportion  of  the 
property  is  unproductive.  The  amount  thus  far 
expended  upon  the  aqueduct  is  $2,326,976.  About 
eleven  and  one-fifth  miles  of  the  work  have  been 
completed,  being  about  a quarter  of  the  whole  dis- 
tance. 

The  expenses  of  the  alms  house  department  have 
amounted,  during  the  year,  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
$280,000,  including  $28,000  paid  for  salaries  of 
officers,  &c.  in  addition  to  the  expense  of  their  liv- 
ing. Amount  expended  for  out-doqj  poor,  28,364 
dollars.  The  mayor  urges  the  necessity  of  dimi- 
nishing the  expenditures  of  this  department. 


The  expense  of  cleaning  the  streets  amounted 
last  year  to  about  $150,000.  Number  of  mil.  s of 
street  to  be  cleaned,  134.  Formerly  this  department 
was  a source  of  profit  rather  than  expense  to  the  city. 
The  mayor  suggests  the  expediency  of  leasing  out 
parts  or  sections  of  the  city  for  cleaning,  at  auction, 
annually. 

The  public  schools  of  the  city  comprise  16,395 
pupils:  Amount  expended  $100,000. 

The  amount  received  for  commutation  of  alien 
passengers,  was  last  year  only  $11,887  50;  in  1837, 
$67,523  50;  in  1836,  $37,338. 

Old  school  Presbyterian  general  assem- 
bly. The  whole  of  the  morning  session  was  occu- 
pied with  exercises  connected  with  the  50th  anni- 
versary of  the  general  assembly.  The  proceedings 
throughout  were  full  of  interest,  and  were  listened 
to  and  participated  in,  with  deep  attention  by  a large 
number  of  persons. 

In  the  afternoon,  after  the  transaction  of  some  bu- 
siness of  minor  importance,  the  second  report  from 
the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  church,  was  taken 
up,  and  considered  in  detail.  It  is  conciliatory  in 
its  character,  and  is  intended  to  bring  about  an  ami- 
cable adjustment  of  the  difficulties  between  the  two 
bodies,  and  to  prevent  further  litigation. 

As  soon  as  we  can  obtain  a correct  copy,  as  finally 
acted  upon,  it  shall  appear  in  our  columns. 

[PffiZ.  Inq. 

New  school  general  assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Tuesday  May  21st. — 
After  the  proceedings  had  been  opened  with  solemn 
prayer,  the  meeting  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day. 

"The  assembly  resolved  itself  into  an  intelocury 
meeting,  when  several  memorials  were  presented 
and  read  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

An  informal  discussion  took  place  in  reference  to 
the  memorials,  in  which  Mr.  Ranken,  Dr.  Hill  and 
other  members  took  part. 

No  action  took  place  on  the  subject. 

After  the  usual  recess,  the  assembly  in  afternoon 
session,  nominated  delegates  to  the  corresponding 
societies  of  Massachusetts,  Maine,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  and  other  states.  [/6. 

A sketch  from  life.  An  old  fellow,  whose 
name  we  veil  under  that  of  Hunks,  died  in  the  adja- 
cent town  of  Charlestown,  last  week,  would  have 
been  a capital  subject  for  Dickens,  and  might  have  sat 
to  Scott  lor  his  inimitable  character  of  Trapbois  in 
the  Fortunes  of  Nigel.  He  was  a miserly,  close-fisted 
old  hunks,  a real  skinflint,  who,  it  was  supposed,  by 
his  neighbors,  had  scraped  together,  as  such  charac- 
ters will,  in  one  way  and  another,  a considerable 
amount  of  money.  This  was  not  known,  however. 
Some  said  that  he  had  money  concealed  in  the  earth; 
others,  judging  from  the  slovenly  manner  in  which 
he  lived  and  dressed,  that  he  had  nothing  but  the  few 
acres  which  he  cultivated.  He  lived  like  the  poor- 
est, shutting  his  door  upon  every  intruder — till  at 
last  death  knocked,  and  he  was  obliged  to  open. 
During  his  sickness,  he  was  wont  to  send  daily  fora 
small  purse  of  silver  and  gold,  hid  in  the  wall  of  his 
cellar,  which  he  would  count  over  with  that  feeling 
of  painful  delight,  which  irdiabits  the  bosom  of  the 
miser  alone.  Disease,  however,  wore  down  his 
frame  rapidly,  and  at  last,  he  was  unequal  to  the 
task  of  going  through  his  daily  custom  of  counting 
the  pieces  in  his  purse,  and  could  only  as  they  w ere 
displayed  before  him,  pat  them  softly  with  his  hands, 
a3  a lady  pats  her  favorite  dog  on  the  back.  One 
day,  during  the  last  stages  of  his  disease,  he  sent  for 
a neighbor,  and  expressed  a wish  to  impart  a secret 
to  him.  Go  down  the  cellar,  (said  he),  and  in  the 
further  corner  you  will  find  a tub.  Raise  it,  and 
you  will  see  a shingle,  beneath  which  is  a box.” — 
The  individual  followed  the  directions,  and  found  a 
box  of  specie.  “Now  go  to  another  corner” — (said 
the  miser),  describing  the  place.  Another  box  was 
found,  embedded  in  the  earth. 

A day  or  two  after,  when  he  found  he  must  soon 
leave  all  his  earthly  treasures,  he  desired  to  be  rais- 
ed up  in  his  bed.  His  request  was  granted,  when 
he  immediately  reached  out  his  skinny  hand  be- 
neath his  pdlow,  and  low — another  box  was  found 
cunningly  concealed  containing  about  five  hundred 
dollars  in  French  gold  pieces,  which  it  is  understood 
he  took  from  one  of  the  banks  about  the  time  of  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments.  All  these  buried 
treasures  were  given  in  the  keeping  of  his  neighbor 
for  the  benefit  of  others.  He  said  there  was  one 
other  box,  but  that  he  did’nt  like  to  tell  where  it  was; 
as  he  might  want  it  himself.  He  however  consent- 
ed to  write  the  place  of  interment  on  a piece  of  pa- 
per, so  that  the  secret  might  not  perish  with  him. 
He  died  soon  after,  and  his  hidden  treasurers — no 
inconsiderable  sum — were  counted  over  at  the  close 
of  the  funeral  ceremonies. 


Thus  died,  at  an  advanced  age,  one  whose  only 
aspiration,  through  a long  life,  seems  to  have,  been 
the  hoarding  of  specie  and  burying  it,  where  it  could 
be  of  no  earthly  benefit  to  any  one— a perfect  miser 
—a  lover  of  money,  not  for  the  blessings  which  it 
might  impart  and  diffuse  around  him,  but  for  its  own 
sake — not  for  the  name  of  possessing  it — for  he 
feigned,  and  was  thought  to  be  poor — but  because 
(he  mere  habit  of  acquisition  had  become  a passion, 
and  the  bare  consciousness  of  possession  was  a plea- 
sure— a phantom  of  delight,  which  he  could  hug  with 
rapture  to  his  bosom.  Well  will  it  be  for  such  if 
they  have  laid  up  treasures  in  heaven  as  well  as  on 
earth.  But  we  will  not  sermonize — the  lesson  con- 
veyed by  the  sketch  is  left  with  the  reader. 

Poverty  in  Dublin.  A gentleman  writing 
from  Dublin  to  a London  journal  says:  three  thou- 
sand and  four  hundred  beggars,  in  all  their  filth  and 
rags,  are  now  inarching  past  my  windows  as  I 
write;  some  of  them  carrying  placards,  with  va- 
rous  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  mendicity 
institution — “eight  hundred  pounds  in  debt  for 
food  alone”  is  one  of  them — “we  must  beg  or 
starve,”  another.  Heading  the  procession  are  the 
benevolent  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  and  after 
them  several  floats  filled  with  the  children  of  the 
schools!  The  poor  laws  will  not  come  into  opera- 
tion until  next  year;  in  the  mean  time  the  immense 
number  of  wretches  may  perish,  if  not  supported 
by  the  citizens.  The  poor  law  commissioners  have 
no  power  to  advance  money,  nor  will  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  reason  of  marching  such  a procession 
through  the  streets  is  stated  by  the  writer  to  be, 
that  “since  the  poor  laws  bill  passed,  the  public 
have  ceased  to  give  the  usual  voluntary  contribu- 
tions to  the  mendicity  institution.  Appeal  after 
appeal  has  been  made  to  them  in  vain,  and  the  only 
alternative  the  managing  committee  have  is  to 
march  them  in  procession  through  our  most  fashion- 
able and  crowed  streets.  Phila.  North  Amer.  < 

A learned  blacksmith.  Mr.  Elisha  Burrett, 
the  learned  blacksmith,  illustrates  fully  what  a man 
can  accomplish  under  almost  any  circumstances,  if 
he  possesses  only  application.  Mr.  B.  has  worked 
for  many  years  as  a blacksmith,  and  continues  tiowr 
to  labor  two-lhiids  of  the  day  at  the  anvil,  in  Wor- 
cester. The  other  portion  of  time  he  devotes  to  his 
studies,  and  already  he  has  acquired  a knowledge  of 
fifty  different  languages.  Last  year  he  addressed  a 
letter  "to  the  president  of  the  royal  society  of  anti- 
quities in  France,  written  in  Celto  Breton,  one  of 
the  provinces  in  that  kingdom,  but  now  an  obsolete 
language.  The  president  of  the  academy  replied 
to  his  letter,  and  fhe  correspondence  has  been  pub- 
lished in  a volume  just  issued  by  the  society  in  Pa- 
lis, a copy  of  which  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Burrett, 
of  Worcester.  He  certainly  has  made  great  acqui- 
sitions as  a linguist,  and  discovers  most  commenda- 
ble application,  if  not  mental  power. 

\_Norlhamplon  Courier. 

A rare  document.  In  looking  over  some  old 
family  papers  which  have  been  accumulating  for 
more  than  half  a century,  we  came  across  the  fol- 
lowing original  message  from  gov.  Tryon  to  the 
colonial  legislature  of  North  Caiolina,  then  in  ses- 
sion at  Newbern.  How'  it  came  into  our  posses- 
sion, we  knowm  not,  but  it  is  an  interesting  memo- 
rial of  by-gone  days,  and  we  therefore  publish  it. 
The  hand  writing  is  bold  and  free,  and  quite  in 
keeping  with  the  character  of  the  communication: 

[ llaleigh  (N.  C.)  Register. 
Mr.  Speaker  and  gentlemen  of  the  house  of  assembly. 

Upon  looking  over  the  Votes  of  Your  House.  I 
find  some  Resolves  upon  Your  Journals;  Resolves, 
that,  after  the  Assurance  I had  given  You  in  my 
Speech,  have  sapped  that  Foundation  of  Confidence, 
and  Gratitude;  have  torn  up  by  the  Roots  every 
sanguine  Hope  I entertained,  to  render  this  Pro- 
vince further  Service,  if  in  Truth  I have  rendered 
it  any;  and  made  it  my  indispensable  Duty  to  put 
an  .end  to  this  Session.  I shall  therefore  require 
Your  Attendance  on  Monday  next,  when  You  w ill 
present  to  Me  such  Bills  as  'may  be  then  prepared. 

Wm.  Tryon. 

Newbern,  the  4/A  November,  1769. 

The  water  pink.  It  is  difficult  in  some  case 
to  diaw  the  line  between  the  animal  and  vegitable 
kingdoms. — The  sensitive  plant  possesses  qualities 
which  entitle  it  to  rank  in  both,  but  the  most  curious 
combination  of  vegetable  and  animal  properties  is 
met  with  in  the  water  pink,  and  the  animal  grass 
which  grows  in  port  Mahon,  in  the  Island  of  Minor- 
ca. They  are  thus  described  b)' Mr.  Jones  in  his 
sketches  of  naval  life: 

As  I sauntered  along  the  shore  of  the  Barber,  my 
attention  was  drawn  to  a beautiful  flower  at  the  hot- 
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tom,  where  the  water  was  nearly  a fathom  in  depth. 
It  arrow  on  a stock  about  three-eighths  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  and  about  ten  inches  in  length,  w vs,  in 
shape  like  an  inverted  cone,  about  ten  inches  in  di- 
ameter; and  was  variegated  with  brilliant  colors,  red, 
yellow  and  purple.  It  was  a beautiful  thing,  and  I 
wanted  it:  so  I determined  to  knock  it  otf;  hoping 
some  chance  might  bring  it  to  the  shore,  I threw 
and  saw  I struck  it;  when  the  water  was  cleared  up, 
the  stalk  was  there  but  I could  not  discover  the  flower. 

After  a vain  search,  I went  on  further,  and  came  to 
another,  near  the  shore,  I thought  I was  sure  of  this, 
and  got  a stick  to  draw  it  to  me,  when  as  soon  as  I 
touched  it — quash — the  whole  disappeared.  It  was 
all  animal — flower  and  all.  I have  since  procured 
several,  and  have  preserved  them.  The  stalk  is 
formed  by  concentric  coats  of  gristly  matter,  which 
is  transparent  when  the  outer  one  is  removed.  It  is 
attached  to  the  rocks  below.  This  forms  a tube, 
which  is  an  animal  about  seven  inches  long,  with  two 
rows  of  leet  in  its  whole  length;  at  its  upper  end  is 
the  head,  and  lising  from  the  latter  the  flower  I have 
spoken  off.  Tti is  is  formed  by  a vast  number  of 
fibres,  each  with  an  exceedingly  fine  and  variegated 
fringe  placed  like  that  of  a feather;  they  do  not  form 
a single  cup,  but  several;  and  their  roots  are  so 
ranged  as  to  produce  a spiral  channel  reaching  to  the 
animal's  mouth.  They  have  a strong  sensitive  pow- 
er, and  as  soon  as  touched,  are  dragged  by  the  ani- 
mal into  the  stalk. 

After  a few  minutes,  it  ascends  again,  and  the 
flower  spreads  out  as  before;  doubtless  they  are  in- 
tended for  taking  food.  A touch  will  spoil  them, 
so  delicate  are  they  formed.  I cut  off  the  flower,  and 
passed  a paper  under  it  in  the  water  then  by  laying 
it  on  a board,  and  pouring  water  on  it,  spread  it  out 
as  I wished  it.  They  are  of  the  ceraline  species,  and 
are  called  water  pinks  by  the  natives.  I can  take 
you,  too,  to  parts  of  the  harbor  where  the  bottom  is 
covered  with  tufts  of  grass,  some  green,  some  dark 
colored,  some  in  plain  tufts,  and  others  with  a star 
in  tlie  middle;  this  grass,  too,  is  all  animal,  and  if 
you  touch  it,  will  disappear  in  the  ground.  There 
is  a large  quantity  of  it  just  north  of  the  Hospital 
island. 


TWO  DAYS  LATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 

The  ship  Hibernia,  captain  Cobb,  arrived  at 
New  York  on  Thursday  morning  from  Liverpool, 
whence  she  sailed  on  the  22d  of  April,  two  days 
after  the  Liverpool.  The  editors  of  the  Commer- 
cial Advertiser  have  tiles  of  papers  from  London 
to  Sunday  the  21st,  and  Liverpoool  2nd,  both  in- 
clusive. 

AFFAIRS  OF  IRELAND. 

The  grand  debate  on  the  Irish  policy  of  ministers 
was  brought  to  a close  on  the  evening  of  the  19th, 
almost  every  member  that  ever  spoke  at  all  havin'* 
taken  part  in  it.  The  ministerial  majority  on  the 
main  question  was  22,  the  vote  being,  forsirRobeit 
Peel’s  amendment  296,  against  it  313. 

Mr.  Duncombe’s  amendment  was  killed  by  a ma- 
jority of  218 — the  vote  being  for  the  amendment  81, 
against  it  299. 

No  other  business  of  interest  was  transacted  in 
the  house  of  commons,  except  an  arrangement 
that  the  bill  for  suspending  the  constitution  of  the 
island  of  Jamaica  should  have  its  second  reading  on 
the  22d,  and  that  counsel  should  he  heard  at°the 
bar  upon  it. 

In  the  house  of  lords  the  names  of  lords  Claren- 
don, Stradbroke  and  Porlman  were  substituted  for 
those  of  lords  Lansdowne,  Dtincannori  and  Gosford, 
on  the  Irish  committee  of  inquiry;  the  latter  havin°- 
declined  serving. 

Lord  Abinger  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  progress  of  arming  in  Lancashire,  stating  that 
the  magistrates  who  took  an  active  part  in  sup- 
porting the  laws  had  apprehensions  that  their  lives 
were  in  jeopardy. 

A terrible  scene  occurred  at  Woolwich,  at  the 
infliction  of  his  sentence  upon  a soldier  who  hart 
been  condemned  to  receive  150  lashes.  A recruit 
had  his  feelings  so  harrowed  by  the  scene  that  he 
went  mad,  shrieking  dreadfully  in  his  frenzy,  and 
committing  various  acts  of  violence,  so  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  he  was  secured  and  taken  to  the 
hospital. 

The  London  Sunday  Times,  of  April  21,  charges 
Mr.  Freer  (a  comedian  who  has  lately  arrived’in 
New  York)  with  leaving  his  wife  and  family  desti- 
tute in  London;  and  also  brings  the  same  accusation 
against  Mr.  Burton  now  a popular  actor  in  Phila- 
delphia, 

A female  radical  association  has  been  established 
in  Lancashire — the  women  doing  all  the  speakin", 
although  men  are  allowed  to  "be  present  at  the 
meetings. 

Phe  Chat  lists  have  commenced  a regular  system 
of  drilling  under  the  instructions  of  disbanded  mi- 
litia men;  but  using  sticks  instead  of  muskets. 


The  London  Globe  denies  that  it  ever  gave  any 
authority  for  the  reporls  circulated  by  some  of  the 
tory  papers,  as  if  copied  from  its  columns,  announc- 
ing the  approaching  marriage  of  lord  Melbourne 
and  the  duchess  of  Kent. 

If  we  may  judge  from  the  police  reports  in  the 
London  papers,  the  use  of  the  Bowie  knife  is  get- 
ting to  be  quite  as  fashionable  in  England  as  in 
Mississippi  or  Arkansas.  No  less  than  nine  or  ten 
cases  of  stabbing  are  reported  in  the  journals  be- 
fore us. 

A farther  payment  of  50  per  cent,  has  been  made 
by  order  of  the  queen,  to  the  creditors  of  her  father, 
the  late  duke  of  Kent.  The  funds  provided  for  this 
payment  are  from  the  queen’s  privy  purse. 

The  treaty  so  long  in  agitation,  confirming  the 
separation  ot  Holland  and  Belgium,  was  signed  on 
the  19th  of  April  by  the  representatives  of  those 
kingdoms  and  of  England,  France,  Austria,  Russia 
and  Prussia. 

There  is  no  intelligence  of  interest  from  France 
except  the  fact  that  the  opposition  had  been  suc- 
cessful ill  electing  three  of  the  four  vice  presidents 
of  the  chamber  of  deputies.  The  four  elected  were 
Calmon,  Teste,  Etienne,  opposition;  and  Cuningri- 
daine,  ministerial. 

No  ministry  had  yet  been  formed,  but  marshal 
Soult  was  still  negotiating  for  that  purpose. 

There  is  nothing  new  from  Spain. 

The  following  which  we  copy  from  Galignani’s 
Messenger,  is  “important  if  true.” 

We  have  received  the  following  from  a correspon- 
dent at  Cairo,  dated  the  26th  ult.  “The  pasha  of 
Egypt  has  declared  to  colonel  Campbell  his  inten- 
tion of  abolishing  slavery  immediately  in  all  the 
countries  subject  to  his  authority.  This  declaration 
has  given  universal  satisfaction  to  the  Europeans 
in  this  city.  The  pasha  speaks  with  great  exulta- 
tion of  the  moral  and  political  effects  of  his  visit  to 
Nubia  and  Abyssinia.  He  has  left  700  workmen 
and  miners  to  work  his  gold  mines  on  the  white 
Nile,  which  he  expects  will  prove  highly  profitable. 

London  society  for  leadline;  the  blind  to  read.  The 
first  annual  meetingof  the  friends  of  this  institution 
was  held  at  Hanover  square  rooms,  on  the  19th 
April,  the  marquis  of  Cholmondeley  in  the  chair. — 
He  was  supported  by  the  bishop  of  Chester,  colonel 
•Southerby,  captain  Clarke,  rev.  Messrs.  Hughes, 
Beamish,  ike.  &c.  There  were  upwards  of  1,000 
ladies  and  gentlemen  present.  A group  of  the  little 
blind  pupils  was  on  the  platform. 

The  repoit  stated  that  the  school  was  opened  on 
the  plan  of  the  late  ingenious  Mr.  Lucas,  of  Bris- 
tol, who  had  taught  several  children  to  read  with 
great  expertness,  off  embossed  stenographic  letters 
of  his  own  invention.  The  school  was  now  in  ope- 
ration in  Gloucester  street,  Queen  square,  Blooms- 
bury. Since  January,  1838,  it  had  received  26 
males  and  27  leiriales,  of  whom  12  could  read  with 
facility.  There  were  now  in  the  school  33  chil- 
dren. Some  who  could  pay,  were  taught  for  $10 
for  six  months,  the  destitute  were  taught  gratis. — 
Other  useful  arts  were  also  taught.  Her  majesty 
the  queen  and  queen  Adelaide  were  at  the  head  of 
the  benefactors.  The  bishop  of  London  was  presi- 
dent. The  receipts  for  the  year  had  been  £347, 
of  which  there  was  a balance  -£23.  Several  speech- 
es were  delivered  in  support  of  the  society.  Several 
of  the  children  read  well  before  the  audience.  A 
liberal  collection  was  made;  thanks  were  then  voted 
the  noble  chairman,  who  is  a warm  friend  to  the 
school,  and  the  meeting  separated. 

Paris,  April  18.  Five  per  cents,  llOf.  30c.  25c. 
30c.  35c.  30c  ; four  arid  a half  per  cents,  105f.  fo  ir 
percents.  101  f.  50c.  40c,;  three  per  cents,  81f.  25c. 
30c.  25c.;  bank  actions,  2,665f.  2,670f. 

Half  past  three  o'clock,  P.M — last  prices.  Five 
per  cents,  1 101.  35c.;  three  per  cents,  8 1 f.  40c.;  bank 
actions,  2,670f. 

STILL  LATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 

By  the  packet  ship  England,  captain  Benjamin 
L.  Waite,  the  editors  of  the  Commercial  Advertiser 
have  received  London  papers  to  the  23d  of  April, 
and  Liverpool  to  the  24th,  both  inclusive.  The  Eng- 
land sailed  on  the  24th. 

The  parliamentary  proceedings  on  the  22d  were 
of  very  limited  interest.  The  Jamaica  government 
bill  had  its  second  reading  in  the  house  of  commons 
without  discussion.  Sir  Robert  Peel  expressed  his 
hope  that  the  bill  would  not  be  treated  as  a party 
question,  and  avowed  his  determination  to  support 
the  measure  if,  alter  hearing  counsel  against  it  there 
should  appear  to  be  a real  necessity  i’or  its  adop- 
tion. He  thought,  however  that  time  should  be  al- 
lowed the  colonial  house  of  assembly  to  reconsider 
and  reverse  their  decision. 

Mr.  Burge  was  then  introduced  and  proceeded 
to  address  the  house  against  the  bill,  as  agent  for  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica.  He  conclud- 
ed at  a late  hour,  and  the  farther  discussion  was 
postponed  until  the  next  day. 


At  the  date  of  the  lastest  advices  from  Paris 

Sunday,  April  21 — -the  following  list  was  in  circu- 
lation, as  likely  to  be  gazetted  on  Monday: 

Soult,  president  of  war;  Thiers,  foreign  affairs; 
Dupin,  justice;  Passy,  interior;  D’Argout,  finances; 
Sauzet,  instruction;  Dufaure,  commerce. 

From  the  Liner  pool  Courier,  April  24. 

Trade.  There  was  rather  more  business  done  in 
Rochdale  piece  market  last  week;  hut  there  is  no 
improvement  in  prices.  The  wool  market  lias  been 
more  than  usually  dull,  and  very  few  sales  have 
been  effected  at  any  juice. 

Leeds  markets  continue  very  dull;  there  are  very 
few  buyers,  and  they  are  very  difficult  to  please, 
and  there  is  every  appearance  so  far  that  we  shall 
have  a very  dull  trade  ttiis  spring.  Buyers  are  ex- 
tremely cautious,  and  will  not  buy  to  any  extent. 

At  Halifax  market  last  week,  the  sales  were  con- 
siderable for  all  kinds  of  goods,  and  stocks  mode- 
rate, with  no  variation  in  the  value  of  any  article. 
Wool  in  good  sale  at  steady  prices. 

There  was  a slight  falling  off  last  week  at  Hud- 
dersfield in  some  descriptions  of  fancy  goods;  but 
Tweeds,  doe-skins  and  other  fancy  woollens  of  new 
styles  are  still  in  great  demand;  and  our  coarse 
woollens  are  purchased  freely  for  export.  Light 
fancy  goods,  such  as  waistcoating,  move  freely  at 
good  prices.  Wools  of  finer  descriptions  remain 
firm,  while  worse  qualities  are  a shade  higher,  and 
rather  scarce.  There  is  a pretty  good  business 
doing  in  the  warehouses;  and,  on  the  whole,  a sa- 
tisfactory business  is  doing. 

During  the  last  week  an  average  amount  of  wool 
changed  hands  at  Bradford,  but  the  consumers  still 
complain  of  the  disproportion  between  the  jirices 
of  the  raw  material  and  the  manufactured  goods. 
Prices  of  yarn  remain  firm,  and  a fair  business  is 
doing.  We  cannot  quote  any  improvement  in 
goods:  from  the  poor  demand  and  extreme  low 
prices,  manufacturers  are  placed  in  a very  unenvia- 
ble situation. 

From  the  London  Morning  Herald,  April  23. 

The  state  of  the  money  market,  either  on  the 
stock  exchange  or  in  the  commercial  market,  does 
not  require  much  comment.  Symptoms  of  easiness, 
have,  however,  presented  themselves  to-day,  which 
have  had  a tendency  to  improve  the  quotations  in 
the  British  and  foreign  funds.  The  former  are  de- 
cidedly firmer  than  they  were  at  the  dose  of  last 
week,  and  consuls  left  off  to-day  at  the  improved 
rate  of  92  7-8  for  money,  and  93  a 93  1-2  for  the 
account.  The  three-and-a-half  per  cent,  reduced 
annuities  are  99  1-2  a 99  1-8,  and  the  new  tliree- 
and-a-half  percents  100  5-8  a 100  7-8  for  money. 
In  banking  shares,  British  North  American  are  l£ 
premium. 

London  corn  exdiange,  April  22. 

Markets,  SfC.  In  consequence  of  the  large  sup- 
ply of  English  wheat,  sales  could  not  be  effected 
without  giving  way  in  price  2s.  to  3s.  per  qr.  on 
picked  samples,  and  3s.  to  4s.  per  qr.  on  middling 
and  inferior  parcels,  but  as  much  of  this  day’s  show 
was  of  very  superior  quality,  being  both  heavy  and 
in  fine  condition,  many  of  our  leading  millers  ap- 
peared more  disposed  to  get  into  stock,  and  a fair 
extent  of  business  was  transacted  in  home  growth, 
while  foreign  met  a slow  sale,  much  such  being  of- 
fered at  a decline  of  only  Is.  to  2s.  per  qr.  and  the 
jrresent  arrivals  are  going  into  bond.  Flour  was 
without  alteration  in  value,  with  limited  sales. 

Liverpool  corn  market,  April  23. 

Besides  an  import  ot' 25,000  quarters  of  forejo-n 
wheat,  and  15,375  bids.  American  flour,  there  is 
Ibis  week  an  increase  in  the  supplies  generally. 
Of  the  foreign  produce,  I lie  whole,  except  3,420 
quarters  of  wheat  amt  5,325  bbls.  flour,  has  been 
liberated  at  the  duty  of  6s.  8d.  per  quarter.  The 
import  is  now  increased  10s.  8d.  and  in  a fortnight 
will  probably  reach  13s.  8d.  per  qr.  Prices  have 
been  rather  on  the  decline.  The  flour  market  has 
ruled  dull;  English  and  Irish  manufacture  is  now 
offering  at  48s.  to  54s.  per  280  lbs.  United  States 
sweet  at  37s.  to  33s.  per  bbl.  of  the  latter,  however, 
there  is  not  much  pressed  for  sale,  many  of  the 
importers  declining  to  accept  present  rates. 

At  to-day’s  market,  which  was  numerously  at- 
tended, a fair  extent  of  business  was  transacted  in 
wheat,  at  a decline  of  4d.  to  6d.  on  fine,  and  2d.  to 
3d.  per  bushel  on  inferior  descriptions.  Flour  was 
Is.  per  sack  cheaper. 

Liverpool  colton  market,  April  22. 

The  demand  (o-day  continues  limited,  the  sales 
amounting  only  to  1,000  bales,  taken  by  the  trade 
at  the  previous  rates  of  the  week.  The  market 
continues  flat,  and  tile  prices  are  rather  lower  to- 
day. The  sales  amount  to  about  2,000  bags con- 

sisting of  150  Peruvian,  at  9d.  to  9 3-4d.  "l00  Ma- 
ranham,  8 3-8d.  to  9 l-4d.  450  Surat,  6 l-4d.  to  7d. 
the  remaining  American,  at  8 l-4d.  to  lOd.  On 
Saturday,  800  bags  were  sold. 

April  23.  The  sales  to-day  are  600  bales. 
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FRANCE. 

The  packet  ship  Poland  has  arrived  at  New  York, 
from  Havre,  bringing  Paris  papers  to  the  31st 
March.  We  subjoin  from  the  New  York  papers  a 
summary  of  their  contents. 

On  the  28th,  marshal  Sonlt  had  another  interview 
with  the  king,  in  which  he  proposed,  it  is  said,  a 
new  list  of  ministers,  as  follows:  himself  being  mi- 
nister of  war  and  president  of  the  council;  foreign 
affairs,  the  Ducde  Broglie;  home  minister,  M.  Passy; 
finance,  M.  Humann;  of  the  navy,  admiral  Duperre; 
justice,  M.  Sauzet;  commerce,  M.  Duchatel;  public 
instruction,  either  M.  Teste  or  M.  Cunin  Gridaine. 
M.  Guizot  or  M.  Dupin,  to  be  the  president  of  the 
chamber  of  deputies. 

The  Due  de  Broglie  had  consented,  it  was  said, 
to  come  in  under  this  arrangement,  but  only  during 
the  approaching  session  of  the  chambers. 

One  of  the  Paris  papers  says  that  in  an  interview 
with  the  king,  on  the  29th,  M.  Thiers  expressed  his 
willingness  to  accept  a foreign  misssion,  for  the 
sake  of  removing  the  difficulties  his  presence  occa- 
sioned in  the  way  of  forming  a ministry,  but  that 
Messrs.  Passy,  Sauzet  and  Dufaure  refused  to  join 
any  ministry  of  which  M.  Thiers  should  not  be  a 
member,  and  that  the  arrangement  proposed  by 
marshal  Soult  had  therefore  fallen  through. 

The  Moniteur  Parisien  formally  contradicts  the 
reports  set  on  foot  by  some  of  the  other  papers,  that 
military  preparations  had  been  made  in  Paris,  in  ap- 
prehension of  popular  commotions. 

Three  per  cents,  at  2 o’clock  on  the  30th,  stood 
at  80f.  5c. 

The  fete  of  Longchamps  was  very  much  i nterupt- 
ed  by  rain. 

There  had  been  a young  emeute  at  the  Prussian 
town  of  Cleves,  the  population  of  which  is  mostly 
Catholic.  They  wished  to  punish  certain  Protestant 
ministers  for  writing  books  unfavorable  to  the  Ca- 
tholic religion.  The  publishers  shop  was  pillaged, 
and  order  was  restored  only  on  the  arrival  of  troops 
from  Wesel. 

Intelligence  had  been  received  in  Paris  of  signal 
punishment  having  been  inflicted  by  the  French 
frigate  Heroine,  upon  the  natives  of  Chatham  island, 
for  attacking  the  whaler  Jean  Bart.  Two  villages 
were  destroyed. 

The  Belgian  senate  adjourned  March  27,  after 
concurring  with  the  house  in  accepting  the  treaty  as 
agreed  upon  by  the  five  powers. 

Havre  market,  March  30. 

Colton.  So  long  as  the  ministerial  crisis  continues, 
commerce  will  be  deprived  of  the  necessary  ele- 
ments of  prosperity.  A complete  calm  prevails  in 
the  cotton  market,  the  sales  during  the  week 
•amounting  to  only  200  or  300  bales  per  day.  Some 
holders  of  American  have  submitted  to  a reduction 
of  If-  a 2f.  compared  with  last  week’s  prices.  Ar- 
rived during  the  week  124  bales,  sales  1,724,  stock 
on  hand  69,000. 

SPAIN. 

A letter  of  the  25th  inst.  from  Bayonne  states, 
that  a report  had  arrived  on  the  23d  at  Tolosa,  from 
Cabrera,  announcing  that  he  had  defeated  the  Chris- 
tinos  in  two  actions,  at  Jesse  and  Altoya.  Maroto 
had  not  yet  quitted  Estella,  where  he  had  been  de- 
tained by  serious  illness.  Typhus  fever  is  said  to 
be  raging  with  destructive  violence  in  several  parts 
of  Navarre. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE 
CANADIAN  ISURRECTION. 

BY  THE  HON.  L.  J.  PAPINEAU. 

The  British  government  will  be  able  perhaps  for 
some  time  longer  to  continue  its  military  occupa- 
tion of  the  Canadas,  but  inasmuch  as  it  has  com- 
menced a civil  war  against  a people  who  had  not 
provoked  it — to  whom  it  was  not  recommended — 
who  wished  it  not  when  it  broke  out,  that  govern- 
ment has  forfeited  the  right,  and  irretrievably  lost 
the  possibility  of  ruling  those  provinces. 

Sixteen  years  ago  I complained  to  lord  Bathurst, 
then  colonial  secretary,  in  accents  of  keenly  felt 
grief,  how  heavy  was  the  yoke,  how  humiliating  the 
condition  of  our  colonial  servitude.  He  agreed  with 
me  in  opinion,  in  somewhat  the  following  terms.  I 
give  this  conversation  because  it  throws  great  light 
on  the  political  views,  on  the  secret  apprehensions 
and  hopes  of  England. 

>‘I  agree,”  said  lord  Bathurst  to  me,  “that  for 
.continental  possessions,  the  population  of  which 
doubles  in  a few  years,  the  system  of  government 
of  which  you  complain  can  for  those  subject  to  it 
be  .only  a period  of  stormy  transition,  of  sickly 
change  to  be  followed  by  bright  days,  an  early  or- 
ganization of  political  existence  and  national  inde- 
pendence. I even  believe  that  the  period  of  suffer- 
ing will  be  short  for  you,  French  Catholics  ruled 
by  English  Protestants,  yours,  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, is  a forced,  unnatural  position. 


“You  are  too  far  from  England  properly  to  ap- 
preciate her,  and  too  near  the  United  States  of 
America  not  to  be  dazzled  by  their  deceitful  pros- 
perity. I ask  you  then  for  five  and  twenty  years  of 
patient  resignation.  Before  the  end  of  that  time, 
however,  I as  a. statesman  foresee  and  foretell  a vio- 
lent separation  of  the  different  parts  or  the  Ameri- 
can confederation.  England  will  then  be  prepared 
to  grant  to  those  colonies  which  will  have  remain- 
ed faithful  to  her,  both  independence  and  institutions 
superior  to  those  at  present  based  on  the  federal 
compact. 

“Democracy,  disengaged  from  all  counterpoise, 
would  finally  become  impetuous  and  bring  about  a 
state  of  anarchy,  whilst  it  would  be  the  best  go- 
vernment possible  tempered  with  a hereditary  ma- 
gistracy, the  perpetual  existence  of  which  would 
be  guaranteed  in  all  its  splendor  and  force  by  means 
of  hereditary  peerages  and  entails.  It  is  well  un- 
derstood that  the  British  government  would  invest 
such  honors  in  influential  men  such  as  you,  if  they 
would  agree  to  lend  themselves  to  such  a wise  ar- 
rangement. 

“In  giving  your  support  to  this  plan,  and  in  per- 
suading your  countrymen  to  receive  it  cordially, 
you  would  hasten  for  your  country  the  era  of  hap- 
piness and  power.  Wealthy  English  families  fa- 
vorable to  heriditary  institutions,  and  rich  families 
of  the  United  States,  at  present  disgusted  in  conse- 
quence of  the  feeble  influence  which  the  ascendan- 
cy of  democracy  has  left  them,  would  be  attracted 
thither. 

“You  would,  on  the  other  hand,  find  in  inflential 
families  as  well  within  as  out  of  the  province,  the 
material  from  which  to  constitute  a strong  govern- 
ment, which  would  contract  with  us  an  alliance  of- 
fensive and  defensive  similar  to  that  which  binds 
Portugal  to  England.  Thus  you  would  have  no- 
thing more  to  fear  from  the  encroachments  of  your 
ambitious  neighbors.  They  are  already  too  formida- 
ble, and  capable,  if  possessed  of  the  resources  of 
Canada,  though  small,  in  addition  to  their  own,  of 
affecting  British  supremacy  on  the  ocean. 

“Now  if  ever  England  should  descend  to  the  rank 
of  a third  rate  power,  it  would  be  a misfortune  to 
humanity;  for  with  institutions  so  perfect  as  tier’s, 
and  a supremacy  generally  recognised,  England  is, 
on  the  continent,  the  main-stay  of  every  oppressed 
people,  on  whose  representations  absolute  govern- 
ments have  often  been  arrested  in  their  tyrannical 
projects.”  * * * * 

Lord  Bathurst  promised  reforms.  None  have 
been  effected  though  the  time  is  passed  by. 

The  intimate  friend  of  a great  many  of  my  bro- 
ther representatives,  honored  by  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all,  insomuch  as  they  have  for  twenty 
years,  often  unanimously,  always  by  large  majo- 
rities, elevated  me  to  the  speakership  of  the  house 
of  assembly,  I am  intimately  acquainted  with  all  that 
has  occurred  in  Canada  up  to  the  moment  when 
the  troubles  broke  out.  I am  acquainted  with  all 
the  actions  and  opinions  of  twenty- like  of  my  col- 
leagues, and  of  many  prominent  citizens,  some  of 
whom  have  suffered  death,  others  of  whom  have, 
like  me,  had,  as  it  were,  a price  set  on  their  heads, 
and  been,  like  me,  driven  into  exile  without  a trial, 
or  closely  confined,  often  unaccused,  always  without 
being  confronted  with  their  accusers;  and  afterwards 
liberated  untried,  although  they  urgently  demanded 
verbally  or  in  writing,  a trial  from  the  blood-stained 
dictator  Colborne,  or  from  the  more  hollow-hearted 
but  not  less  vindictive  dictator,  Durham.  For  were 
ttiey  not  all  suffering  from  the  same  punishment? 
They  were  all  guilty  of  the  same  crime.  Their 
virtues  were  dear  to  their  fellow  citizens;  odious  to 
their  foreign  oppressors. 

Now  I defy  the  British  government  to  contradict 
me,  when  I affirm  that  none  of  us  had  prepared, 
desired  or  even  foreseen  armed  resistance.  But 
that  government  had  determined  to  rob  the  pro- 
vince of  its  revenue  and  of  its  representative  sys- 
tem. It  had  determined  to  devote  us,  some  to 
death,  others  to  exile.  * * * 

II  is  no  longer  my  business  to  be  the  accuser  of 
the  British  government,  that  has  been  my  duty  for 
thirty  years  of  my  public  life.  That  government 
itself  has  confessed  its  own  guilt  in  the  hundred 
and  twenty  folio  pages  which  lord  Durham  has  just 
published.  Systematical  corruption,  shameless  pe- 
culations, antipathies  against  the  people,  revolting 
examples  of  irresponsibility  in  the  public  agents, 
plunder  of  the  public  domain;  nothing  is  wanting 
in  the  picture  of  Canadian  misery — a picture  so 
hideous  that  its  duplicate  cannot  be  furnished  ex- 
cept by  the  history  of  another  British  possession — 
Ireland.  Yet  the  author  has  uniformly  softened 
down  his  accusations  against  the  power  of  which 
he  is  the  organ,  whose  leaden  sceptre  over  the 
colonies  he  would  still  preserve  by  means  so  pitia- 
ble that  they  destroy  his  reputation  as  a statesman. 


Correct  when  it  accuses  those  in  power,  false 
when  it  accuses  the  people,  lord  Durham’s  report 
will  serve  also  to  prove  that  Canadian  independence 
is  an  event  in  the  interest  alike  of  Old  as  of  New 
France,  and  of  importance  to  the  whole  human 
race.  With  this  view  I shall  here  give  an  analysis 
of  that  work,  which  it  is  moreover  essential  to  be 
acquainted  with  in  order  to  appreciate  the  morality 
of  the  facts  which  I intend  to  relate. 

“During  a long  time,”  says  the  report,  “the  Ca- 
nadians have  been  excluded  from  all  participation 
of  power;  all  the  officers  of  trust  and  emolument 
have  been  vested  exclusively  in  strangers  of  Eng- 
lish origin. 

“Till  within  a very  few  years  this  exclusion  was 
accompanied  by  an  insolence  which  was  more  re- 
volting to  a sensative  people  than  the  monopoly  of 
power  and  profit. 

“The  races  had  become  enemies  ere  a tardy  jus- 
tice was  extorted  [by  the  Canadians];  and  even 
then  the  government  discovered  a mode  of  distri- 
buting its  patronage  among  the  Canadians  which 
was  quite  as  offensive  to  that  people  as  their  pre- 
vious exclusion. 

“Never  again  will  the  present  generation  of 
French  Canadians  yield  a loyal  submission  to  a 
British  government,  never  again  will  the  English 
population  tolerate  the  authority  of  a house  of  as- 
sembly in  which  the  French  shall  possess  or  even 
approximate  to  a majority,”  “The  militia,  on 
which  depends  the  main  defence  of  the  province 
against  external  enemies,  is  completely  disorga- 
nized. The  attempting  to  arm  or  employ  it  would 
be  merely  arming  the  enemies  of  the  government. 

“In  1832  the  number  of  emigrants  who  land- 
ed at  Quebec  amounted  to  fifty-two  thousand. — 
In  1838  it  did  not  amount  to  five  thousand.  In- 
security begins  to  be  felt  by  the  loyal  inhabi- 
tants in  the  seigniories,  so  that  many  of  them  are 
obliged  to  quit  their  occupations  and  seek  refuge  in 
the  cities. 

“No  consideration  can  any  longer  overpower 
among  the  Canadians  a feeling  which  absoibs  all 
others— that  of  hatred  against  the  English.  To  as- 
suage their  vengeance  and  enjoy  a momentary  tri- 
umph— they  are  ready  to  submit  to  anyyoke — to  aid 
any  enemy.  Their  ancient  antipathy  against  the 
Americans  has  terminated.  An  American  invading 
army  may  rely  on  the  co-operation  of  almost  the  en- 
tire French  population  of  lower  Canada.” 

On  the  other  hand,  “every  measure  of  elempney 
or  even  justice  towards  their  opponents,  they  [the 
British]  regard  with  jealousy,  for  they  feel  that  be- 
ing a minority,  any  return  to  the  due  course  of  con- 
stitutional government  would  again  subject  them  to 
a French  majority;  and  to  this  I am  persuaded  they 
would  never  peaceably  submit. 

“But  the  hostility  of  races  (is)  palpably  insuffi- 
cient to  account  for  all  the  evils  which  have  affect- 
ed Lower  Canada,  inasmuch  as  nearly  the  same  re- 
sults have  been  exhibited  among  the  homogenous 
population  of  the  other  provinces.  Lower  Canada 
or  tile  two  Canadas  have  not  alone  exhibited  re- 
peated conflicts  between  the  executive  and  the 
popular  branches  of  the  legislature.  The  represen- 
tative body  of  Upper  Canada  was  before  the  late 
election  hostile  to  the  policy  of  the  government;  the 
most  serious  discontents  have  only  recently  been 
calmed  in  Prince  Ed  ward's  Island  and  New  Bruns- 
wick; the  government  is  still  a minority  in  Nova 
Scotia;  and  the  disseritions  of  Newfoundland  are 
hardly  less  violent  than  those  of  the  Canadas.  It 
may  fairly  be  said  that  the  natural  state  of  govern- 
ment in  all  these  colonies  is  that  of  collision  be- 
tween the  executive  and  the  representative  body. 

“A  state  of  things  so  different  from  the  working 
of  any  successful  experiment  of  representative  go- 
vernment, appears  to  indicate  a deviation  from 

sound  constitutional  principles When 

we  examine  into  the  system  of  government  in  these 
colonies,  it  would  almost  seem  as  if  the  object  of 
those  by  whom  it  wrns  established,  had  been  the 
combining  of  apparently  popular  institutions  with 
an  utter  absence  of  all  efficient  control  of  the  peo- 
ple over  their  rulers.  Representative  assemblies 
were  established  on  the  basis  of  a very  wide,  and  in 
some  cases,  almost  universal  sufferage;  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  bodies  were  secured  by  positive 
enactment,  and  their  attributes  were  locally  nearly 
as  extensive  as  those  of  the  English  house  of  com- 
mons. At  the  same  time  the  crown  almost  entire- 
ly relied  on  its  territorial  resources for 

carrying  on  the  government  without  securing  the 
assent  of  the  representative  body  either  to  its  poli- 
cy, or  to  the  persons  by  whom  that  policy  was  to 
be  administered. 

“In  Lower  Canada,  from  the  moment  the  assem- 
bly evinced  any  inclination  to  make  use  of  its  pow- 
ers, it  found  itself  in  collision  with  the  executive, 
and  the  practical  working  of  the  assembly  com- 
menced bv  its  principal  leaders  being  thrown  into 
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prison.  In  the  course  of  time,  however,  the  govern- 
ment was  induced,  by  its  necessities,  to  accept  the 
assembly’s  offer  to  raise  an  additional  revenue  by 
fresh  taxes,  and  thus  the  latter  acquired  a certain 
control  over  the  levying  and  appropriation  of  a por- 
tion of  the  public  revenue  in  1832.” 

The  assembly  after  it  had  obtained  the  recogni- 
tion of  its  rights  was  not  more  respected  than  be- 
fore. “It  con  Id  reject  bills,  grant  or  refuse  sup- 
plies, but  it  could  exercise  no  influence  in  the  no- 
mination of  a single  servant  ol  the  crown.  Indeed 
instances  are  not  wanting  in  which  a mere  hostili- 
ty to  the  majority  of  the  assembly  elevated  the 
most  incompetent  persons  to  posts  of  honor  and 
trust.  Laws  passed  after  repeated  conflicts,  had  to 
be  carried  into  effect  by  those  who  had  most  stre- 
nuously opposed  them. 

“A  governor  arriving  in  a country  in  which  he 
almost  invariably  has  had  no  previous  acquaint- 
ance, is  compelled  to  throw  himself  almost  entire- 
ly upon  those  whom  he  finds  in  place.  He  is  ge- 
nerally brought  thereby  into  immediate  collision 
with  the  other  parties  in  the  country,  and  thereby 
thrown  into  more  complete  dependence  upon  the 

official  party  and  its  friends Fortified  by 

family  connections  and  the  common  interests  felt 
by  all  who  held,  and  all  who  desired  subordinate 
offices,  that  (official)  party  was  thus  erected  inlo 
a solid  and  permanent  power,  controlled  by  no  re- 
sponsibility, subject  to  no  serious  change,  exercis- 
ing over  the  whole  government  of  the  province  an 
authority  utterly  independent  of  the  people  and  its 
representatives,  and  possessing  the  only  means  ol 
influencing  either  the  government  at  home,  or  the 
colonial  representative  of  the  crown. 

“The  opposition  of  the  assembly  to  the  govern- 
ment was  the  unavoidable  result  of  this  system.  . . . 
When  nothing  else  could  attain  its  end  of  altering 
•the  policy  or  the  composition  of  the  colonial  go- 
vernment, it  had  recourse  to  that  ultima  ratio  of  re- 
presentative power  to  which  the  more  prudent  for- 
bearance of  the  crown  has  never  driven  the  house 
of  commons  in  England,  and  endeavored  to  disable 
the  whole  machine  of  government  by  a general  re- 
fusal of  supplies. 

“The  legislative  council”  (the  second  branch  of 
the  legislature  is  thus  named)  “must  certainly  be 
admitted  to  have  been  so  composed  as  to  give  it  uo 
weight  with  the  people  or  with  the  representative 
body,  on  which  it  was  meant  to  be  a check.  The 
majority  was  always  composed  of  members  of  the 
oarty  which  conducted  the  executive  government, 
and  was  practically  hardly  any  thing  but  a veto  in 
the  hands  of  the  public  functionaries. 

“There  is  in  it  (the  province)  literally  no  power 
which  originates  and  conducts  the  executive  go- 
vernment. The  governor,  it  is  said,  represents  the 
sovereign;  but  he  is  in  fact  a mere  subordinate  offi- 
cer, receiving  his  orders  from  the  secretary  of  state 
and  responsible  to  him  for  his  conduct7! 

“It  has  been  the  tendency  of  the  local  govern- 
ment to  settle  eyery  thing  by  reference  to  the  co- 
lonial department  in  Downing  street,  where  it  was 
next  to  impossible  to  have  any  sufficient  informa- 
tion; and  the  colony  has,  in  every  crisis  of  danger, 
and  almost  every  detail  of  local  government, "felt 
the  mischief  of  having  its  executive  authority  ex- 
ercised on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  . . . The 
repeated  changes  (of  ministry)  caused  by  political 
events  at  home  having  no  connection  with  colonial 
atfairs,  have  left  to  most  of  the  various  representa- 
tives of  the  colonial  department  in  parliament,  too 
little  time  to  acquire  even  an  elementary  know- 
ledge of  ttie  condition  of  those  numerous  and  he- 
terogenous committees  for  which  they  have  both  to 
administer  and  to  legislate  . . . Since  1827  there 
have  not  been  less  than  eight  colonial  ministers,  and 
the  policy  of  each  successive  statesman  has  beer, 
more  or  less  marked  by  a difference  from  that  of 
bis  predecessor.  . . . The  most  important  business 
of  government  was  carried  on  not  in  open  discus- 
sions or  public  acts,  but  in  a secret  correspondence 
between  the  governor  and  the  secretary  of  state. 
Whenever  this  mystery  was  dispelled  it  was  long 
after  the  worst  effects  had  been  produced  by  doubts 
arid  misapprehension. 

“The  first  want  of  a people  is  an  efficient  admi- 
nistration of  justice.  . . . Now  it  is  a lamentable  fact, 
which  must  not  be  concealed,  that  there  does  not 
exist.in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  province,  the 
slightest  confidence  in  the  administration  of  crimi- 
nal justice. 

“ As  for  justices  of  the  peace,  the  institution  has 
become  unpopular  among  the  Canadians,  owing  to 
their  general  belief  that  the  appointments  had  been 
made  with  a party  or  national  bias. 

“I  am  grieved  to  be  obliged  to  remark  that  the 
British  government  has,  since  its  possession  of  this 
province,  done,  or  even  attempted,  nothing  for  the 
promotion  of  general  education It  has  appli- 


ed the  Jesuits’  estates,  part  of  the  property  destined 
for  purposes  of  education,  to  supply  a species  of 
fund  for  secret  service,  and  for  a number  of  years  it 
has  maintained  an  obstinate  struggle  with  the  assem- 
bly in  order  to  continue  this  misappropriation.” 

Speaking  of  the  colonies  in  which  the  population 
is  unmixed  and  altogether  English,  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick,  which  formerly  constituted  French 
Acadia,  and  Prince  Edward’s  Island,  originally  the 
Island  of  Saint  John,  the  report  continues: 

“Their  varied  and  ample  resources  are  turned  to 
little  account.  Their  scanty  population  exhibits,  in 
most  portions  of  them,  an  aspect  of  poverty,  back- 
wardness and  stagnation;  anil  wherever  a better  state 
of  things  is  visible  the  improvement  is  generally  to 
be  ascribed  to  the  influx  of  American  settlers  or 
capitalists.  Nova  Scotia  exhibits  the  melancholy 
spectacle  of  half  the  tenements  abandoned,  and  laud 
every  where  falling  into  decay.  Lands  that  were 
purchased  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  at  5 shillings  an 
acre  are  now  offered  for  sale  at  3s.  The  people  ol 
Prince  Edward’s  are  permitting  Americans  to  take 
out  of  their  hands  all  their  valuable  fisheries  from 

sheer  want  of  capital These  provinces,  among 

the  longest  settled  on  the  North  A meric  an  continent, 
contain  nearly  30,000,000  of  acres,  and  a popula- 
tion estimated  at  the  highest,  at  no  more  than  365,000 
souls.”  [This  population  amounts  only  to  270,000], 

What  a contrast  is  afforded  along  the  whole  line 
of  conterminous  frontier! 

“On  the  American  side  all  is  activity  and  bustle, 
increasing  wealth  and  progressive  civilization. — 
Numerous  harbors,  containingnumerous  fleets,  good 
houses,  warehouses,  mills,  inns,  villages,  towns,  and 
even  great  cities  are  almost  seen  to  spring  out  of 
the  desert. 

“On  the  British  side  of  the  line  ....  all  seems 
waste  and  desolate! 

“That  painful  but  undeniable  truth  is  most  mani- 
fest in  the  country  districts  through  which  the  whole 
line  of  Rational  separation  passes  for  4,000  miles. — 
The  difference  in  the  price  of  land  amounts  in  not 
a few  parts  of  this  frontier  to  as  much  as  a thousand 
per  cent,  and  in  some  cases  even  more.  The  aver- 
age difference  between  Upper  Canada  and  the  states 
of  New  York  and  Michigan  is  notoriously  several 
hundred  per  cent.  The  price  of  wild  land  in  Ver- 
mont and  New  Hampshire,  close  to  the  line,  is  five 
dollars  per  acre,  and  in  the  adjoining  British  town- 
ships [of  Lower  Canda]  only  one  dollar. 

“Emigrants  from  Great  Britain,  instead  of  remain- 
ing in  the  colonies,  fly  in  numbers  to  the  states,  and 
‘the  entire  population  of  Upper  Canada,  which 
should  now  have  been  500.000’ is  in  consequence 
‘not  over  400,000  souls.’  The  emigrants  to  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  act  in  the  same  way. — 
‘They  generally  proceed  to  the  United  States,  as 
there  is  not  sufficient  encouragement  for  them  in 
these  provinces.’  Many  of  the  old  colonists  follow 
their  example. 

“Such  are  the  lamentable  results  ofthe  political 
and  social  evils  which  have  so  long  harrassedthe  Ca- 
nadas; and  at  this  moment  we  are  obliged  to  adopt  im- 
mediate measures  against  dangers  60  alarming  as 
are  rebellion,  foreign  invasion  and  depopulation,  in 
consequence  of  the  desertion  en  masse  of  a people 
redueed  to  despair.’  ’ 

Here  we  have  British  government  portrayed  by  it- 
self. Such  is  the  flattering  sketch  of  the  condition 
to  which  those  colonies  have  been  reduced  by  an 
arrogant  aristocracy  which  sets  itself  up  as  a mo- 
del of  wisdom  and  knowledge  for  nations  to  study 
and  imitate,  in  order  to  learn  how  to  govern  them- 
selves. * * * * 

He  who  signed  the  above  quoted  report  had  the 
hardihood  publicly  to  tell  delegations  in  Canada — 
“it  will  not  be  a hundred  years,  nor  three  hundred 
years — nay,  nor  a thousand  years  that  shall  witness 
the  separation  of  these  provinces  from  the  me- 
tropolis. They  are  one  of  the  richest  jewels  in  the 
crown,  to  which  they  must  be  an  eternal  dependence, 
and  it  is  only  to  accomplish  that  object  that  I have 
consented  to  come  hither,  clothed  with  ample  pow- 
ers to  secure  it.”  If  lord  Durham  believed  not 
what  he  said,  was  there  ever  more  shameless  charla- 
tanism? * * * * 

The  detailed  history  of  lord  Durham’s  mission 
would  expose  a degree  of  egotistical  vanity  almost  in- 
credible. His  suite  was  composed  exclusively  of  in- 
dividuals full  of  vice  and  depravity,  but  who  were  not 
sparing  of  flattery;  whilst  he  indecently  repulsed 
those  honest  men  who,  on  the  faith  of  parliamentary 
eulogiums,  approached  to  speak  to  him  on  any  other 
subject  than  himself,  or  to  bring  him  down  from 
those  giddy  heights,  where  he  was  engaged  in  com- 
placent reflections,  on  his  own  merits,  to  a land  of 
tears  and  sorrows.  * * * 

In  making  a selection  as  impudent  as  it  was  de- 
praved did  lord  Durham,  sent  ostensibly  on  a mis- 
sion of  peace  and  conciliation,  prove  traitor  to  his 


engagements,  or  was  he  only  a cheat  entrusted  with 
the  continuance  of  a plan  begun  the  preceding  year, 
probably  by  the  imperial  government,  assuredly  by 
that  of  the  province,  to  drive  the  people  to  despera- 
tion in  order  to  justify  past  excesses,  or  to  aflord  a 
pretext  for  luture  ones?  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  dic- 
tator so  closely  allied  himself,  even  before  his  de- 
parture from  England,  through  the  intervention  of 
ids  nephew,  Mr.  Edward  Ellice,  who  acted  on  the 
occasion  as  go-between,  with  the  old  anti-Canadian 
faction  in  London,  that  immediately  on  his  landing 
he  put  himself  in  communication  with  their  agents, 
those  English  merchants  at  Quebec  and  Montreal, 
who  had  always  proclaimed  undying  hatred  to  the 
people  of  Canada  and  their  representatives.  It  was 
they  who,  since  1808,  hail  concocted  the  tyrannical 
plan  of  government  [a  union  of  the  provinces]  of 
which  lord  Durham  alone  assumes  the  disgraceful 
paternity.  In  1822  they  were  on  the  point  of  sur- 
prising parliament  out  of  a vote  of  approbation  in 
favor  of  it,  which  was  prevented  only  by  the  unfore- 
seen opposition  of  the  virtuous  Sir  James  Mackin- 
tosh. 

On  this  last  mentioned  occasion  the  systematic 
demoraj.zation  ofthe  British  government  developed 
itself  more  stupidly  and  more  unblushingly  than  ever. 

One  of  its  agerds,  the  under  secretary  of  the  colo- 
nies, exclaimed  in  the  house  of  commons — “Make 
haste,  I beg  of  you,  and  adopt  this  bill  before  those 
interested  become  acquainted  with  it,  lor  if  you  do 
not,  I predict  that  you  will  be  importuned  by  their 
complaints  and  opposition.  We  are  informed  that 
the  great  majority  ofthe  people  repudiate  it. 

This  was  what  occurred  the  following  year.  The 
union  bill  was  disapproved  of,  and  successfully  op- 
posed by  a majority  of  the  people  of  the  Canadas. 
Selected  as  bearer  of  the  protests  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, I found,  I must  confess,  on  the  part  of  a lory 
ministry,  conservative  and  absolutists  as  it  professed 
to  be,  a kind  reception  and  honorable  deference. — 
The  union  of  the  Canadas  of  which  I speak  is  now- 
more  odious,  more  universally'  reprobated  than  if 
was  then.  Yet  lord  Durham,  “the  people’s  peer,” 
imposed  upon  by  the  intriguers  who  deceived  lord 
Bathurst,  supports  it  cordially,  and  will,  according 
to  all  appearances,  palm  it  on  the  whig  ministry. 
This  he  will  hot  find  difficult,  for  this  ministry,  whilst 
professing  liberality  and  reform,  has  in  all  its  -con- 
duct towards  the  British  colonies,  audaciously  vio- 
lated the  most  sacred  laws  of  humanity. 

A young  woman  of  twenty  years  of  age  reigns 
in  England;  and  it  is  under  such  auspices  that  hun- 
dreds of  persons  have  been  condemned  to  death  in 
the  two  Canadas,  by  exceptionable  tribunals — by 
courts  martial!  To  obtain  the  approbation  of  their 
sovereign,  I must  believe  that  ministers  have  done 
violence  to  those  feelings  of  pity  natural  to  her  sex 
and  her  age — I must  remember  that  monarchy  in 
England  is  only  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  iig- 
bles;  a brilliant  bauble  with  which  jugglers  dazzle 
on  stated  days,  the  ey'es  of  ihe  crowd.  * * 

To  the  disorders  of  which  lord  Durham  has  un- 
folded the  endless  picture — to  the  disorders  more 
numerous  and  serious  which  he  has  not  even  men- 
tioned, what  claim  does  he  pretend  to  oppose?  He 
has  pointed  out  the  benefits  which  liberty  has  pro- 
duced among  independent  Americans— the  evils 
which  despotism  has  produced  among  English  Ame- 
ricans. lie  has  demonstrated  (tie  impossibility  of 
the  continuance  of  British  sway  in  Canada,  and  he 
concludes — to  maintain  the  same  state  of  things. 
What  fatal  inconsistency!  * * ■* 

An  historical  account,  brief  and  impartial,  of  the 
events  w’hicti  have  passed  in  my  country  during  the 
last  two  years,  will  carry  to  all  minds  the  conviction 
that  it  is  not  British  statutes  which  will  regulate  the 
future  fate  of  Canada — but  that  that  fate  is  written 
in  the  declaration  of  the  rights  of  man,  and  in  the 
political  constitutions  which  our  good,  wise  and  hap- 
py neighbors,  the  independent  people  of  (he  United 
Slates  have  framed  for  themselves.  These  know' 
well  that  their  revolution  is  not  yet  completely  ter- 
minated. In  the  opinion  of  her  statesmen,  that  re- 
volution shall  not  have  been  completed  until  the  day 
when  the  union  will  have  no  longer  on  her  borders 
a power  which,  since  the  treaty  of  1783,  has  not 
ceased,  even  in  times  ol  absolute  peace,  to  intrigue 
in  order  to  bring  about  a dismemberment  of  the 
confederation — a restless  power  which  has  excited 
Indian  wars  which  it  perfidiously  fomented  by  the 
distribution  of  arms  and  supplies  to  the  warlike 
tribes,  and  maintained  itself  in  the  violent  occupa- 
tion of  certain  portions  of  territory,  notwithstanding 
by  the  terms  of  treaties,  these  should  have  been, 

long  before  this  day,  restored  to  the  Americans! 

In  fine,  an  ambitious  power  wdiich  no  longer  holds 
possession  in  the  Canadas,  in  the  legitimate  view  of 
commerce  and  colonization,  but  as  a military  post 
whence  it  is  preparing  to  pounce  on  the  American 
confederation,  in  order  to  scatter  through  it  trouble, 
division  and  ruin.  LOUIS  PAPINEAU. 


202 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  25,  1839— CIYIL  ENGINEERING  IN  AMERICA. 


CIVIL  ENGINEERING  IN  AMERICA. 

BY  CAPTAIN  BASIL  HALL,  P..  N. 

From  the  United  Service  Journal,  for  February. 

The  navigation  of  the  American  lakes  is  a topic 
of  the  highest  importance  to  naval  men,  for  though 
their  waters  be  fresh,  and  their  depths  fathomable, 
they  may  be  truly  considered  as  seas;  and  in  all  that 
relates  to  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  navigation, 
they  are  deserving  of  the  respect  of  seamen  who 
have  passed  their  lives  on  the  ocean.  And  vve  shall 
accordingly  advert,  presently,  to  one  or  two  circum- 
stances of  considerable  importance,  which  may  not 
be  known  to  many  persons  whose  duty  it  may  be- 
come to  serve  in  those  regions. 

It  is  interesting,  however,  to  consider  in  the  first 
place  how  these  mighty  lakes  have  been  dove-tail- 
ed, as  it  were  into  the  sea;  on  the  east  with  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence,  and  on  the  south  by  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  By  means  of  the  canal  which  joins  the 
Ohio  with  Lake  Erie,  the  communication  is  opened 
between  them  and  the  Mississippi,  and  thence  with 
the  sea;  while  by  means  of  a short,  but  wu'de,  canal, 
Lake  Erie  is  connected  with  Lake  Ontario,  and  this 
again  is  joined  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence  below  its 
rapids,  by  means  of  the  Ottawa  canal,  that  of  Ihe 
“Staff  Corps,”  and  the  “La  Chine;”  and  thus  with 
the  Atlantic,  which  may  be  said  to  begin  at  Quebec. 
Or  if  the  purposes  of  commerce  require  a different 
route.  Lake  Erie  may  be  quitted  at  Buffalo,  on  the 
American  side,  and  a course  pursued  along  the 
great  Erie  canal  and  down  the  Hudson  to  N.  York. 

“That  the  reader,”  says  Mr.  Stevenson,  “may  be 
able  fully  to  understand  the  nature  of  lines  of  inland 
navigation,  so  enormous,  I shall  give  in  detail  the 
route  from  N.  York  to  N.  Orleans,  which  are  con- 
stantly made  by  persons  travelling  between  those 
places:  Mites. 

From  New  York  to  Albany,  by  the  river  Hud- 
son the  distance  is  ISO 

Albany  to  Buffalo,  by  the  Erie  canal,  363 
Buffalo  to  Cleveland,  on  Lake  Erie,  210 
Cleveland  to  Portsmouth,  by  the  Ohio 
canal,  309 

Portsmouth  to  New  Orleans,  by  the  ri- 
vers Ohio  and  Mississippi,  1,670 

Total  distance,  2,702 

This  extraordinary  inland  journey  is  performed 
entirely  by  means  of  water  communication:  672 
miles  of  the  journey  are  performed  on  canals,  and 
the  remaining  2,030  miles  of  the  route  is  river  and 
lake  navigation. 

It  may  be  well  to  pause  here  and  reflect  upon  the 
vast  means  which  these  lines  of  communication  af- 
ford for  condensing  the  military  resources  of  the 
nation  at  any  one  point:  and  when  we  superadd  the 
innumerable  lateral  feeders  by  which  the  mighty  ri- 
vers alluded  to  are  kept  in  communication  with  the 
interior  of  the  country,  north,  south,  east  amt  west 
of  them,  and  take  into  account  the  canals,  roads  and 
rail  roads  which  link  the  whole  system  together,  and 
cover  the  land  with  a net  work  ot  highways,  we  may 
form  some  estimate  of  the  prodigious  force  which  so 
energetic  a people  as  the  Americans  might  bringto 
bear  against  an  invading  army.  It  is  not  likely  in- 
deed, that  the  United  States  will  ever  be  invaded, 
but  it  is  not  less  our  duty  to  contemplate  the  difficul- 
ties of  such  an  enterprise,  and  likewise  to  contem- 
plate, with  even  more  anxiety,  the  consequences 
which  might  attend  any  very  unanimous  feeling  of 
hostility  oil  thepart  ofthe  Americans  directed  against 
Canada.  We  do  not  speak  of  such  petty,  marauding 
and  disgraceful  incursions  as  have  lately  disturbed 
the  tranquillity  ofthe  frontier,  and  which,  assuredly, 
found  no  sympathy  in  other  parts  ofthe  union;  but 
of  any  vast  and-simultaneous  impulse,  extending 
from  end  to  end  of  that  immense  confederacy. 

Without  meaning  any  thing  invidious,  we  may  be 
permitted  to  speculate  professionally  on  the  time 
when  the  states,  now  so  firmly  united  by  the  bonds 
of  a common  interest,  may  be  ranged  in  hostile  ar- 
ray against  one  another;  and  we  defy  the  most  ac- 
tive imagination  to  place  limits  to  the  extent  and  va- 
rietv  of  military  and  naval  contingencies  which  not 
merely  may,  but  must,  have  place  in  a country  so 
fertile  in  ail  the  resources  by  which  armies  may  be 
raised,  maintained  and  put  in  motion.  It  is  the 
fashion  to  describe  America  as  an  empty  country, 
with  a virgin  soil,  and  inexhaustible  means  of  sub  ■ 
sistence;  but  the  truth  is,  that  she  is  rapidly  peo- 
pling up,  and  as  the  best  soils  are  fully  occupied,  the 
inhabitants  begin  to  jostle  and  rub  shoulders  at  some 
places,  very  incommodiously;  and  although  we  may 
not,  and  probably  shall  none  of  us,  live  to  see  a break 
up  in  America,  we  think  it  by  no  means  improbable 
that  the  present  generation  may  see  military  demon- 
strations, and  jealous  movements  of  great  profes- 
sional interest;  and  it  is  on  this  account,  as  well  as 
many  others  that  we  recommend  to  our  professional 
brethren  of  both  services,  a more  attentive  conside- 
ration ofthe  internal  military  resources  ofthe  United 


States  than  has  hitherto  been  given  to  them.  We  al- 
lude now  exclusively  to  the  physical  resources  of 
that  country,  for  it  is  not  our  present  purpose  at  all 
to  consider  those  complicated  political  relations 
(such  as  the  slavery  question)  which  in  the  opinion 
of  many  of  America’s  best  friends  threaten  to  set 
the  nations  composing  their  huge  and  incongruous 
confederation  by  the  ears.  Our  object,  however,  is 
chiefly  to  draw  attention  to  the  wonderful  capabili- 
ties which  America  presents  for  every  kind  of  loco- 
motion; and  as  speed  and  certainty  in  such  matters 
are  the  points  of  most  interest  to  us  in  professional 
point  of  view,  we  shall  endeavor  to  show  how  well 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  united  service  the 
investigation  is. 

To  begin  with  the  great  Canada  lakes;  Mr.  Ste- 
venson says,  and  we  can  bear  witness  to  the  justness 
ofthe  observation,  “that  every  idea  connected  with  a 
fresh  water  lake  must  be  laid  aside  in  consideringthe 
different  subjects  connected  with  these  vast  inland 
sheets  of  water,  which,  in  fact,  in  their  general  ap- 
pearance, and  in  the  phenomena  which  influence 
their  navigation,  bear  a much  closer  resemblance  to 
the  ocean,  than  the  sheltered  bays  and  sounds  in 
which  the  harbors  of  the  eastern  coast  of  North 
America  are  situated,  although  those  estuaries  have 
a direct  and  short  communication  with  the  Atlantic 
ocean.” 

The  line  of  coast  by  the  lakes  is  about  4, 000  sta- 
tute miles  in  extent,  and  they  have  all  water  deep 
enough  throughout  their  whole  extent  for  the  pur- 
poses of  navigation.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the 
year  1818,  that  the  navigation  of  the  lakes  became 
so  extensive  and  important  as  to  render  the  erection 
of  light  houses  necessary;  since  then  they  have  been 
gradually  increasing,  and  there  are  now  about  five- 
and-twenty,  besides  about  thirty  beacons  and  buoys. 
Various  harbors,  too,  have  been  formed,  and  it  is  a 
curious  and  instructive  fact,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  exposed  nature  ot  the  lake  coasts,  the  Americans 
have  been  obliged  to  execute  these  works  in  a much 
more  expensive  and  substantial  manner  than  those 
which  they  have  erected  on  the  shores  of  the  great 
ocean  itself;  so  that  a remarkable  contrast  meetsour 
eye  between  the  solid  stone  piers  of  the  takes,  and 
the  wooden  wharves  ofthe  seaboard,  as  they  call  it, 
exactly  the  reverse  of  what  we  should  expect.  At 
Buffalo,  for  instance,  there  are  compactly  builtstone 
piers,  which  cost  about  <£40,000.  At  Dunkirk,  on 
lake  Erie,  a breakwater  ha3  been  formed,  by  sink- 
ing a strong  wooden  frame  work,  filled  with  stones. 
The  frame  or  crib  was  erected,  with  the  usual  inge- 
nuity and  active  resource  for  which  Jonathan  is  so 
well  distinguished,  during  the  winter  of  the  ice, 
over  the  site  which  it  was  intended  to  occupy.  The 
ice  w as  then  broken,  and  the  cribs,  being  filled  with 
stories,  sunk  to  their  resting  place  in  the  bottom  of 
the  lake.  Presque  Isle  bay,  in  which  the  town  of 
Erie  stands,  is  in  like  manner  formed  into  a splendid 
anchorage  for  vessels  of  the  largest  size,  by  two  co- 
vering breakwaters,  measuring,  Mr.  Stevenson  tells 
us,  “respectively  3,000  and  4.000  feet  in  length,  pro- 
jecting from  the  shore,  and  leaving  a space  between 
their  Outward  extremities  of  300  feet  in  breadth,  for 
the  ingress  and  egress  of  vessels.”  At  Oswego,  on 
lake  Ontario,  a piece  of  solid  masonry  has  been 
built,  at  the  cost  of  £20,000.  All  these, and  several 
others  in  the  Lake  Mihcigan,  have  been  constructed 
at  the  expense  and  under  the  direction  ofthe  United 
States’  government.  On  the  English  side  of  the 
lakes  also,  the  British  government  have  executed 
works  of  considerable  importance,  particularly  at 
Kingston,  which  is  the  great  naval  arsenal,  and  lies 
just  at  the  point  where  the  St.  Lawrence  flows  out 
of  the  lake. 

The  size  of  the  vessels  navigating  Ihe  lakes  is  re- 
gulated in  a great  measure  by  the  dimensions  of  the 
canals,  and  especially  of  Ihe  locks  upon  them;  and 
hence, by  the  way,  the  wisdom  of  Ihe  framers  ofthe 
Welland  canal,  which  unites  lakes  Erie  and  Ontario 
on  the  Canada  side,  and  steps  round  Ihe  falls  of  Ni- 
agara. These  engineers,  taking  warning  from  (heir 
opposite  brethren,  who  made  the  locks  on  the  great 
Erie  canal  of  stone,  made  theirs  of  wood,  and  of 
much  larger  dimensions,  (hough  at  a smaller  cost. 
Independently  ofthe  advantages  which  this  superior 
size  gives  them  at  present,  they  may  a(  any  time, 
and  at  a small  expense,  augment  the  dimensions, 
whenever  the  increasing  demands  of  commerce,  or 
Ihe  rapidly  increasing  size  of  the  lake  steamboats, 
require  such  change.  We  have  no  doubt  whatever, 
from  what  we  have  seen  and  heard  on  the  spot,  that 
had  the  great  Erie  or  New  York  canal  been  fitted 
in  Ihe  first  instance  witli  wooden  instead  of  stone 
locks,  it  would  long  ere  this  have  been  converted 
into  a shipcanai, instead  of  heing  confined  as  it  now 
is,  to  the  use  of  boats. 

For  the  same  reasons  that  the  harbors  am!  piers  of 
the  lakes  are  built  of  substantial  masonry  to  resiit 
the  fury  of  the  winds  and  waves,  the  steamboats 


which  ply  upon  them  have  far  more  the  character  of 
sea  boats  than  any  of  their  steamboats  employed  any 
where  else  in  the  union.  On  first  looking  at  the 
lakes,  especially  in  fine  summer  weather,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  believe  that  these  distinctions  are  necessary; 
but  the  sight  of  a lake  gale,  one  of  which  we  have 
witnessed,  impresses  the  mind  with  a vast  respect 
for  their  powers,  when  raised  into  action  by  the  vi- 
olent storms  of  those  regions.  We  have  dwelled 
rather  longer  on  this  particular  than  we  had  intend- 
ed to  do,  from  the  importance  which  is  attached  to 
it  in  an  engineering  point  of  view,  and  from  the 
curious  analogies  which  Mr.  Stevenson  suggests 
between  the  phenomena  of  the  lakes,  and  those 
which  are  found  in  such  land-locked  bodies  of  wa- 
ter as  the  Irish  sea,  where  the  waves  are  so  short 
and  sudden  in  their  movements  as  to  prove  very 
destructive  to  whatever  obstacle  is  opposed  to  their 
fury.  We  recommend,  therefore,  this  part  of  Mr. 
Stevenson’s  work  to  the  attention  of  our  engineer- 
ing friends,  especially  that  part  of  the  chapter  on 
lake  navigation  which  relates  to  the  winter  season. 

The  river  navigation  of  America  has  no  parallel 
in  Europe,  and  to  the  shame  of  Europe  this  may 
be  said.  The  Thames,  the  Mersey,  and  the  Clyde, 
to  be  sure,  are  pretty  well  covered  with  steam  ves- 
sels, and  in  proportion  to  their  capabilities,  these 
rivers  may  probably  be  fully  as  well  served  with 
means  of  conveyance  as  the  mighty  streams  of  the 
western  world.  But  what  shall  we  say  to  the  shab- 
by manner  in  which  the  Seine,  the  Rhine,  the 
Rhone  and  the  Danube,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Ta- 
gus, and  the  Ebro,  and  many  other  great  rivers  of 
the  continent,  are  furnished  with  these  marvellous 
means  of  swift  and  economical  conveyance.  It 
may  be  said,  indeed,  and  with  some  truth,  that  in 
most  of  the  countries  of  the  old  world,  through 
which  the  rivers  in  question  find  their  course,  the 
industry  of  man  has  already  provided  convenient 
roads,  along  which  the  inhabitants  have  been  ac- 
customed for  centuries  to  travel,  and  which  they 
find  so  fully  sufficent  forali  their  locomotive  wants, 
that  they  are  not  stimulated  to  seek  for  any  other. 
In  America  the  case  is  quite  different;  the  roads 
are  few  in  number,  and  execrable  in  quality;  and 
as  it  would  cost  fifty  times  more  money  to  cut  tole- 
rable roads  through  their  forests,  than  to  establish 
excellent  conveyances  on  their  rivers,  the  attention 
of  the  new  settlers  has  been  vehemently  directed, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  the  improvement  of  river 
navigation.  The  invention  of  steamboats  came  at  a 
good  moment  lot  co-operating  with  this  disposition, 
and  as  fuel  from  the  forests  was  almost  every  where 
at  hand,  and  in  abundance,  the  impulse  which  the 
new  discovery  received  was  immense.  Not  only 
the  great  livers,  such  as 'the  Mississippi,  the  Mis- 
souri, and  the  Ohio  in  the  west,  and  the  Hudson, 
Delaware  and  Chesapeake  bays  in  the  east,  bat  a 
vast  multitude  of  minor  streams— minor  wo  mean 
in  comparison  to  those  above  mentioned,  but  gigan- 
tic in  comparison  to  those  of  this  country — became 
the  highways  of  the  respective  states  through  which 
they  passed,  and  by  the  agency  of  steam  kept  up 
a constant  communication  between  the  outport3 
and  the  remotest  recesses  of  the  interior. 

Indeed  we  have  never  beheld,  in  any  part  ofthe 
globe,  a more  striking  sight  than  is  presented  at 
New  Orleans,  that  wonderful  emporium,  which 
may  w7ell  be  called  a sea-port,  though  it  lies  one 
hundred  miles  from  the  ocean,  and  is  far  above  tbe 
influence  o,f  the  tide.  There  we  see  all  day  loner 
vessels  arriving  fioin  every  part  of  the  world,  with 
their  sails  furled,  and  towed,  two  or  three  at  a time, 
in  the  train  of  a diminutive  steamboat,  urged  into- 
rapid  motion  by  an  engine  of  high  pressure;  while 
every  evening  about  sunset,  dozens  of  goodly  ships, 
laden  with  the  return  produce  of  the  interior,  de- 
part in  like  manner,  under  the  secure  con.voy  of 
the  same  marvellous  power.  The  internal  pro- 
ducts alluded  to,  are  brought  down  partly  in  steam- 
boats and  partly  on  large  rafts,  called  arks,  piled 
high  with  cargo,  which  are  drifted  down  the  stream 
from  immense  distances,  never  to  return.  The 
hardy  backwoodsmen,  who  navigate  these  primitive 
vessels,  having  disposed  of  their  wares,  and  broken 
up  their  arks,  take  shipping  immediately  on  board 
some  one  of  steamers  which  are  starting  every  hour 
for  the  upper  countries,  and  in  a few  days  find 
themselves  landed  at  their  own  doors,  ready  to  re- 
einbark  and  re-descend  the  river- — in  one  eternal 
round  of  active  profit,  sure  of  a market,  sure  of 
their  returns — secure  in  their  property,  and  as  free 
in  their  thoughts  and  persons  ns  the  wild  birds  over 
their  heads,  or  as  the  ancient  denizens  of  the  forest 
were  before  them!  In  old  times,  these  arks  drop- 
ped down  the  rivers  with  just  the  same  facility  as 
at  present;  but  the  time  and  trouble  expended  in 
conveying  the  return  goods  to  the  interior  were 
enormous;  and  even  the  return  of  the  traders  them- 
selves was  an  affair  of  laborious  months,  instead  of 
being,  as  it  is  now,  one  of  a few  luxurious  days. 
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All  this  is  already  pretty  well  known  to  most  of  t 
our  readers;  but  we  strongly  recommend  to  un- 
professional brelhern  to  take  a military  glance  at 
the  American  rivers,  and  in  connection  with  them 
those  stupendous  canals  which  have  been  made 
either  to  overcome  natural  obstacles,  such  as  falls 
and  rapids,  which  have  been  cut  across  whole 
countries,  in  order  to  open  communications  hereto- 
fore not  dreamed  of  by  the  wildest  visionary.  In 
a military  point  of  view,  the  works  of  this  descrip- 
tion which  are  most  worthy  of  immediate  attention 
are  those  by  which  the  dnfliculties  on  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  St.  Lawrence  are  evaded,  and  those  by 
which  communication  between  the  lower  and  the 
tipper  provinces  of  Canada  are  securely  kept  up  by 
a line  of  canals,  removed  at  an  unassailable  dis- 
tance from  the  frontier.  Besides  these,  (which 
though  useful  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  are, 
in  their  essence,  purely  military  works),  the  Up- 
per Canadians  are  beginning  a gigantic  work, 
close  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  It  is  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  overcoming  the  celebrated  Longue  Saut 
rapid,  and  is  to  be  100  feet  wide  throughout  all  its 
length.  The  slac.kwater  navigation,  as  it  is  tech- 
nically called,  on  the  Rideau,  or  grand  military  ca- 
nal is  well  worthy  of  study.  It  is  formed  by  dam- 
ming up  the  waters  of  the  Rideau  river,  and  seve- 
ral of  the  lakes  connected  with  it,  and  so  increasing 
their  depth  as  to  fit  them  for  steamers  of  a large 
size.  The  whole  length  of  this  most  important 
national  work,  is  135  miles,  70  of  which  consist  of 
the  slackwater  navigation  just  alluded  to. 

The  severe  and  protrac led  winters  of  Canada,  it 
must  always  be  recollected,  put  a stop  to  the  navi- 
gation and  trade  of  (he  St.  Lawrence,  and  of  all  the 
more  northern  canals,  for  four  months  and  a half  an- 
nually. The  same  misfortune  attends  the  Erie  canal; 
but  from  this  evil  the  southern  states  are  exempted. 
Partly  from  this  cause,  and  partly  from  the  rocky 
nature  of  its  bed,  and  its  tendency  to  spread  itseif 
out  into  lakes  strewn  with  flats  and  shallows,  the  ri- 
ver St.  Lawrence  is  far  less  available  than  the  Mis- 
sissippi, which  is  always  free,  always  navigable,  al- 
ways uniform  in  its  width,  and  by  prudent  manage- 
ment, as  readily  ascended  as  descended  at  all  times 
and  seasons.  It  is  not  precisely  so  with  the  Ohio, 
which,  though  it  is  not  frozen  up  to  the  same  extent 
as  the  St.  Lawrence,  is  seriously  embarrassed  with 
shoals  during  the  dry  season;  and  at  one  place,  Louis- 
ville, in  Kentucky,  has  its  course  so  seriously  in- 
terrupted by  rapids,  when  the  water  is  low,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  that  city  have  been  obliged  to  cut  a 
carral  around  this  obstacle,  and  a most  stupendous 
and  beautiful  work  it  is,  being  rather  more  than  two 
miles  in  length,  and  excavated  in  rock  nearly 
throughout  its  whole  extent.  It  is  6S  feet  in  breadth 
and  16  feet  in  depth,  aflordingapassage  for  all  steam- 
boats under  180  feet  in  length.  Tire  average  differ- 
ence of  love!  in  the  Ohio  at  the  dry  and  at  the  rainy 
season,  is  upwards  of  50  feet;  and  such  is  the  rapidi- 
ty of  the  stream  at  certain  seasons  over  the  rapids,* 
that  even  the  most  powerful  steamboats  are  obliged 
at  times  to  send  an  anchor  ahead,  and  having  brought 
the  warp  to  their  capstan,  to  drag  themselves  through 
by  main  force.  Such  things  do  not  happen  on  the 
deep  and  majestic  Mississippi,  though  we  do  remem- 
ber once  on  that  river  to  have  hung  for  nearly  half 
an  hour,  withoutadvancing  an  inch,  though  the  steam 
was  urged  to  a very  high  point  of  pressure.  But  this 
was  far  above  the  Delta,  about  1,200  miles  or  so 
from  the  mouth,  and  at  a spot  where,  from  the  ap- 
proach of  the  rocky  banks,  the  velocity  of  tile  stream 
beca  ne  considerably  greater  than  usual. 

We  are  particularly  anxious  to  call  the  attention 
of  professional  men  to  those  inherent  distinctions 
between  the  great  rivers  of  America,  because  we  are 
too  apt  to  class  them  in  the  imagination  as  identical 
in  their  phenomena;  whereas  scarcely  any  (woof 
them  which  we  have  examined  are  so  much  alike 
as  not  to  require  a different  kind  of  treatment;  and 
nothing,  we  conceive,  can  be  more  instructive  to  us 
than  to  study  the  manner  in  which  the  Americans 
have  overcome  the  difficulties  of  their  position.  We 
may  instance  the  method  of  steering  in  the  Ohio 
steamboats.  It  was  found  that  for  the  purpose  of 
traffic,  in  the  low-water  season  of  the  river,  it  was 
necessary  to  work  with  flat  bottomed  boats,  drawing 
so  little  water  that  they  passed  along  the  shoals  with 
only  a couple  of  inches  to  spare  between  them  and 
the  mud.  There  was  no  harm  in  this,  of  course,  so 
long  as  they  did  not  actually  touch;  but  it  was  found 
that  the  usual  rudder,  however  large  it  was  made, 
would  not  act  at  all,  owing  to  the  extent  of  “dead 
water”  which,  under  such  circumstances,  the  vessel 
drew  after  her.  The  ingenious  Americans  soon  re- 
medied this  seiious  inconvenience  by  fixing  a rud- 
der on  each  quarter;  and  by  uniting  their  two  extre- 
mities by  a bar,  the  ends  of  which  moved  freely  on 
a pivot  on  the  tops  of  the  rudders,  and  extending  the 
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tiller  over  the  stern  till  it  united  itself  with  the  cen- 
tie  of  this  bar,  they  were  enabled  to  steer  with  per- 
fect ease  in  the  shallowest  water.  The  manner  of 
this  action  will  be  obvious  to  a sailor,  w ho  considers 
(hat  when  the  helm  under  such  circumstances  is  put 
“a-port,”  and  the  rudder  on  the  larboard  quarter 
falls  into  the  “dead  water,”  the  rudder  on  the  star- 
board quarter  being  turned  outwards,  has  its  surface 
opposed  not  merely  to  the  stream  of  the  river,  but  to 
the  current  caused  by  the  paddle-wheel  on  that 
side,  and  the  effect  is  immediate  on  turning  her  head 
to  starboard. 

So  many  devices  of  this  kind  are  to  be  met  with 
in  America,  that  we  know  not  any  country  where 
the  science  of  prompt,  and  effectual  resources  is  to  be 
so  well  taught.  Our  seamen,  indeed,  from  having 
the  variable  elements  to  contend  with,  under  all  the 
complications  of  hydrography  and  warlike  contin- 
gencies, are  trained  from  their  earliest  years  to  the 
practice  of  considering  that  there  is  a way  over,  or 
around,  or  through,  every  difficulty;  but  as  our  mili- 
tary men  have  not  the  same  constant  calls  made  on 
their  ingenuity,  though  they  are  imbued  with  the 
self  same  spirit,  they  have  not  the  same  means  of 
exercising  their  zeal  and  schooling  their  capacity, 
so  as  to  be  always  ready  for  the  occasion.  Accord- 
ingly, we  should  venture  to  recommend  a course  of 
American  travelling  to  our  young  soldiers,  fully  as- 
sured that  the  petty  inconveniences  of  the  journey 
would  be  far  overbalanced  by  the  habits  they  might 
acquire  of  considering  nothing  impossible  if  attacked 
with  energy.  Our  naval  officers,  too,  by  travelling 
in  America,  would  learn  to  despise  less  that  fresh  wa- 
ter naviga'ion,  of  which  they  can  now  know  sea  cely 
any  tiling,  but  with  which,  in  the  event  of  war  in 
those  countries,  or  in  fact  in  any  country,  they 
might  be  called  upon  to  work  on  the  great  scale. 
And,  we  can  assure  them,  that  there  is  a variety  and 
complexity  in  the  navigation  of  the  American  rivers, 
which,  though  they  bear  but  a small  ratio  to  those  of 
the  ocean,  are  nevertheless,  very  embarrassing  to 
strangers;  and  an  ignorance  ot  them  might  prove 
highly  detrimental  to  the  service  in  the  event  of  ex- 
peditions to  the  interior — a contingency  which,  if 
ever  we  (logo  to  war  with  America,  must  be  calcu- 
lated upon. 

In  treating  of  the  steam  navigation  of  (he  United 
States,  as  compared  with  that  of  England,  Mr.  Ste- 
venson, in  the  beginning  of  his  fourth  chapter, 
makes  some  valuable  remarks  on  the  distinctions 
which  the  nature  of  things  has  established  be!  ween 
tlie  two  casts.  “By  far  the  greater  number  of  the 
American  steamboats,”  lie  very  justly  remarks,  “ply 
on  the  smooth  surfaces  of  rivers,  sheltered  bays,  or 
arms  of  the  sea,  exposed  neither  to  waves  nor  to 
winds;  whereas  most  of  the  steamboats  in  this  coun- 
try go  lo  sea,  where  they  encounter  as  bad  weather 
and  as  high  waves  as  ordinary  sailing  vessels.  The 
consequence  is,  that  in  America  a much  more  slen- 
der build  and  a more  delicate  mould,  give  the  requi- 
site strength  to  their  vessels;  and  thus  a much  grea- 
ter speed,  which  essentially  depends  on  these  two 
qualities,  is  generally  obtained.  In  America,  the 
position  of  the  machinery  and  of  the  cabins,  which 
are  raised  above  the  deck  of  (lie  vessels,  admit  of 
powerful  engines,  with  an  enormous  length  of 
stroke  being  employed  to  propel  them;  but  this  ar- 
rangement,” he  adds,  “would  be  wholly  inapplicable 
to  the  vessels  navigating  our  coasts,  at  least  to  the 
extent  to  which  it  has  been  carried  in  America.” 
What  follows  is  still  more  important;  and  we  ex- 
tract the  passage  the  more  readily  from  our  not  hav- 
ing seen  the  remark  so  strongly  put  before: 

“But  perhaps  the  strongest  proof  that  the  Ameri- 
can vessels  are  very  differently  circumstanced  from 
those  of  Europe,  and  therefore  admit  of  a construc- 
tion more  favorable  for  the  attainment  ofgreat  speed, 
is  the  fact  that  they  are  ivot,  generally,  as  in  Europe, 
navigated  by  persons  possessed  of  a knowledge  of 
seamanship.  In  this  country  steam  navigation  pro- 
duces hardy  seamen;  and  British  steamers  being  ex- 
posed to  the  open  sea  in  all  weathers,  are  furnished 
with  mast  and  sails,  and  must  be  worked  by  persons 
who,  in  the  event  of  any  accident  happening  lo  Hip 
machinery,  are  capable  of  sailing  the  vessel,  and 
who  must,  therefore,  be  experienced  seamen.  The 
case  is  very  different  in  America,  where,  with  the 
exception  of  the  vessels  navigating  the  lakes,  and 
one  or  two  of  those  which  ply  on  the  eastern  coast, 
there  is  not  a steamer  in  the  country  which  has  ei- 
ther masts  or  sails,  or  is  commanded  by  a profession- 
al seaman.” 


PRIVATE  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

Rio  Janeiro,  March  9,1839.  Nothing  has  been 
heard  here  from  the  national  exploring  expedition 
since  their  departure  from  this  port.  The  brig  Me- 
dina, capt.  Elijah  Hallet,  arrived  here  on  the  7th 
inst.  diiect  from  South  Georgia,  in  a passage  of  17 
days,  being  one  of  three  vessels  fitted  out  by  Mr. 


Burrows  of  your  city  to  survey  the  southern  frozen 
ocean,  and  the  result  confers  great  honor  on  the 
American  flag.  Mr.  B.  sailed  from  this  port  in  the 
Medina  during  the  month  of  June  last,  and  at  the 
Falkland  islands  was  joined  by  two  others  of  his 
vessels,  the  brig  Oceola,  captain  L.  S.  Hallet,  and 
schooner  Mary  Jane,  captain  Parsons.  With  this 
little  fleet,  three  in  number,  lie  made  sail  from  those 
islands  for  the  frozen  seas,  and  five  days  after  fell  in 
with  a field  of  icebergs,  twenty-five  miles  in  length, 
and  300  feet  high,  the  whole  presenting  the  same 
uniform  and  level  appearance  as  a sheet  of  new 
made  ice. 

They  found  large  bays  and  good  harbors  around 
the  iceberg,  but  no  anchorage  except  by  fastening 
to  the  ice.  The  outer  edge  of  the  ice  was  on  all 
sides  perpendicular  cliffs  about  300  feet,  high,  and 
so  similar  to  the  appearance  of  many  shores,  parti- 
cularly the  chalky  Niffs  of  England,  that  it  would 
only  be  known  as  ice  from  the  thermometer,  or  by 
approaching  very  near.  At  this  place  the  Oceola, 
captain  R.  S.  Hallet  was  separated  from  the  other 
vessels,  and  did  not  again  join  them  until  they  reach- 
ed South  Georgia.  The  Medina  and  Mary  Jane 
the  next  day  after  this  re  discovered  the  Aurora  is- 
lands, six  in  number,  and  Mr.  Burrows  took  five 
different  drawings  of  them.  This  discovery  is  most 
gratifying  and  astonishing.  The  islands  were  dis- 
covered and  described  about  80  years  since  by 
the  ship  San  Miguel,  and  since  that  have  been 
stiicken  from  the  charts,  and  said  not  to  exist. 
About  40  years  ago  the  Spanish  government  de- 
spatched the  sloop  of  war  Atrivida  to  survey  these 
islands,  and  the  officers  of  this  ship  actually  sur- 
veyed icebergs  and  placed  them  on  the  cha  i ts  as  the 
Aurora  islands.  Soon  after  this,  several  of  (he 
most  distinguished  navigators,  among  the  number, 
capt.  Waddell  ot  the  British  navy,  cruised  over  llie 
ground  in  all  directions,  and  unanimously  agrer  d 
that  they  did  not  exist.  They  have  been  accord- 
ingly expunged  from  the  latest  English  and  Ame- 
rican charts,  but  must  be  again  restored  through 
the  enterprise  of  the  Yankee  spirit.  The  is- 
lands are  six  in  number,  about  300  feet  high,  run- 
ning north  and  south  for  ttie  distance,  say  2 1-2 
miles,  without  any  ship  passage  between  them. 
They  are  in  latitude  52°  22',  longitude  4-1°  18'  W. 
and  20  miles  north  of  the  Shag  Rocks,  which  doubt- 
less form  a part  of  the  same  ridge  of  mountains.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  send  you  a drawing  of  their 
appearance.  These  islands  lying  in  the  track  that 
vessels  are  often  driven  to  when  bound  round  Cape 
Horn,  makes  the  replacing  them  on  the  cliaits  a va- 
luable acquisition  to  those  who  navigate  those  seas; 
and  it  is  now  believed  that  the  Spanish  74,  which 
sailed  for  the  Pacifie  ocean,  with  about  800  souls, 
and  never  heard  from,  was  wrecked  on  these  islands. 
I have  been  anxious,  as  an  American,  to  learn  all 
the  inducements  that  led  Mr.  B.  to  undeitake  this 
desperate  and  dangerous  adventure.  From  the  best 
information  I can  derive,  I believe  he  was  induced 
from  the  most  laudable  of  motives,  hoping  to  re- 
scue his  friends  and  countrymen  from  a frozen 
world.  It  appears  that  a few  years  since  his  neigh- 
bor and  townsman  in  Connecticut,  capt.  Johnson, 
after  consulting  with  Mr.  B.  and  communicating  lo 
him  his  views,  sailed  from  the  port  of  New  York, 
bound  into  (he  Antarctic  seas.  Capt.  Johnson  was 
heard  from  in  a high  latitude,  going  south,  since 
which  no  information  has  been  had  of  him.  Mr. 
B.  knowing  the  course  he  intended  to  take,  thought 
there  was  a possibility  of  rescuing  his  friend,  and, 
like  capl.  Back  in  search  of  capt.  Ross  reached 
into  the  icy  world,  apparently  regardless  oT  the  fate 
that  awaited  him.  He  did  not  find  any  positive 
knowledge  of  capt.  Johnson,  but  he  found  eight 
wrecked  vessels,  and  a house  built  from  a wreck 
fitted  for  a winter’s  residence;  he  also  found  several 
graves,  and  one  body  not  interred.  For  about  six 
months,  no  labor,  toil,  nor  suffering  was  spared,  and 
I learn  from  capt.  Hallet  that  the  fatigues,  exertions, 
and  dangers  Mr.  B.  encountered  were  astonishing. 
He  was  shipwrecked  on  an  iceberg,  five  miles  from 
Georgia,  and  by  a miracle  was  rescued  by  another 
boat  that  was  divert  by  an  accident  to  the  spot  where 
he  vvas.  For  three  days  he  had,  with  his  boat’s 
crew  been  on  this  iceberg,  being  without  food.  His 
health,  however,  appears  better  than  when  he  went 
south.  We  all  wish  him  a happy  return  to  his  coun- 
try, with  the  rich  reward  his  toil  and  industry  merit, 
and  a long  enjoyment  with  his  friends  in  North 
America;  and  can  only  say,  if  the  same  zeal  ani 
mates  the  national  expedition,  and  all  on  boar  d,  that 
has  this  individual  undertaking,  a great  triumph  is 
in  store  for'  our  country.  I am,  sir,  with  great  re- 
spect, &c.  yours  truly,  J.  G. 


PITCAIRN’S  ISLAND. 

The  history  of  this  little  island — a tree  embosom- 
ed spot  in  the  Pacific — is  an  interesting  episode  in 
the  world’s  great  epic.  There  is  poetry  too  asso- 
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ciated  with  its  name;  for  the  events  connected  with 
its  settlement  form  the  subject  of  lord  Byron’s  “is- 
land.” Some  particulars  relative  to  the  present 
state  of  things  in  this  island,  have  met  our  notice 
in  the  last  number  of  the  Sailor’s  Magazine,  the 
whole  story,  which  in  boyish  days  had  seized  with 
romantic  interest  on  the  fancy,  now  came  into 
mind,  and,  in  the  present  dearth  of  news,  we  know 
not  how  better  to  fill  a portion  of  a column  than  by 
recapitulating  some  of  the  leading  incidents  which 
make  up  the  history. 

In  1789  the  crew  of  the  British  ship  Bounty, 
having  mutinied  in  the  South  Pacific  ocean,  capt. 
Bligh  with  eighteen  others  who  adhered  to  him 
were  set  adrift  at  sea.  The  mutineers,  under  an 
officer  named  Christian,  having  now’  possession  of 
the  ship,  directed  their  course  towards  Otaheite. 
Here  they  landed,  and  seizing  upon  a number  of 
natives  of  both  sexes,  they  sailed  away  to  an  unin- 
habited island,  (Pitcairn’s),  where  they  settled; 
and  to  put  away  all  thoughts  of  ever  returning  to 
England,  Christian  prevailed  upon  his  followers  to 
destroy  the  ship.  The  lawless  habits  of  the  sailors 
brought  ruin  upon  the  infant  settlement.  The  na- 
tive Olaheitans, except  the  women  who  were  taken 
by  the  seamen  as  wives,  being  treated  with  great- 
barbarity,  they  formed  a conspiracy  and  killed  all 
the  Englishmen  on  the  island,  except  four,  who 
contrived  to  escape.  The  native  women,  who  it 
seems  had  become  attached  to  their  English  hus- 
bands, revenged  this  massacre  by  murdering  in  one 
night  every  Otaheitan  man  on  the  island.  Of  the 
four  Englishmen  who  remained,  two  were  worth- 
less characters  and  did  not  live  long.  The  Iwo 
survivors  became  reformed  men  and  exerted  them- 
selves to  make  a little  colony  happy  and  prosper- 
ous. Their  names  were  John  Adams  and  George 
Young.  Under  their  joint  administration  the  set- 
tlement continued  flourishing  until  the  year  1800, 
when  Young  died,  and  Adams  was  left  alone,  at 
the  head  of  his  infant  community.  In  1810  the 
colony  was  first  discovered  by  captain  Folger  in 
the  ship  Topaz,  of  Boston.  It  was  visited  after- 
wards occasionally  by  several  ships,  both  American 
and  British. 

In  1825  the  colony  eo-nsistedof  sixty-six  persons, 
and  the  accounts  given  by  capt.  Beechey,  wdio 
touched  there,  represented  a scene  ol  innocent  and 
tranquil  happiness,  unknown  since  the  days  of 
Arcadian  simplicity.  Adams  was  the  patriarch  of 
his  people,  a grey  headed,  cheerful  old  man.  The 
oung  men,  all  born  in  the  island,  were  stated  to 
e very  athletic,  and  of  the  finest  forms,  their 
countenances  open  and  pleasing,  indicating  much 
benevolence  and  goodness  of  heart;  and  the  young 
women  were  objects  of  particular  admiration;  tali, 
robust  and  beautifully  formed,  their  faces  beaming 
with  smiles  and  unruffled  good  humor,  but  wearing 
an-  air  of  modesty  and  bashfulness;  and  all  of  them, 
both  male  and  female,  had  marked  English  features. 
The  greatest  harmony  prevailed  among  them.  “But 
what  was  most  gratifying,”  says  a visitor,  “was 
the  simple  and  unaffected  manner  in  which  they 
returned  thanks  to  the  Almighty  tor  the  many 
blessings  they  enjoyed.”  Dr.  Blatchely,  now  of 
the  state  of  Illinois,  but  formerly  of  the  Sandwich 
mission,  who  stopped  at  Pitcairn’s  island  in  1827, 
says  of  this  colony  that  “a  purer  state  of  morals 
among  the  same  number  of  people,  without  the 
institutions  of  the  gospel,  probably  never  existed.” 
Adams  died  in  1829,  and  whether  it  was  from'  feel- 
ings of  depression  at  his  loss,  or  from  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  island  was  too  small  for  the  increasing 
colony,  being  a little  spot,  six  miles  long  and  three 
wide,  or  from  some  other  cause,  the  colonists  aban- 
doned their  happy  home,  and  went  to  Otaheite. 
Here,  however,  they  were  soon  dissatisfied,  and 
longed  again  for  their  little  gem  in-  the  ocean,  to 
which  they  soon  returned,  after  having  lost  fifteen 
of  their  number  by  sickness,  and,  what  is  still  more 
to  be  deplored,  suffering  some  corruption  of  morals 
by  their  intercourse  with  the  Qtaheitans.  On  the 
return  of  the  colony  to  Pitcairn’s  island,  the  Eng- 
lish government  sent  them  a respectable  gentle- 
man, Mr.  Joshua  Hill,  to  reside  among  them  as 
their  magistrate  and  teacher. 

We  regret  to  learn  by  a letter  from  Mr.  Hill,  writ- 
ten last  year  and  just  published  in  the  Sailor’s  Ma- 
gazine, that  the  condition  of  the  colony  has  not 
improved.  The  chief  cause  of  their  declension  is 
ascribed  to  the  presence  of  three  runaway  English 
sailors,  worthless  and  dissolute  characters,  who  have 
thrust  themselves  into  the  bosom  of  the  little  com- 
munity and  though  sent  away  from  the  island  once, 
they  have  contrived  to  reinstate  themselves,  to  the 
ruinous  corruption  of  the  poor,  simple  minded  in- 
habitants.. Mr.  Hill  has  left  the  island,  and,  has 
sent  to  the  British  government  a full  account  of  its 
present  condition,  in  the  hope  that  a proper  autho- 
rity will  be  exercised  in  driving  away  the  abandon- 
ed wretches  who  have  poisoned  the  innocent  en- 


joyments of  an  interestingcommunity,  and  thatthus 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  former  times  may  be 
again  restored. 

We  omitted  to  state  in  the  proper  place  that  capt. 
Bligh  arid  his  associates,  who  were  set  adrift  at  sea, 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  island  of  Timor  after  a 
voyage  of  twelve  hundred  leagues  in  an  open  boat 
— a fact  almost  miraculous.  Upon  the  captain’s  ar- 
rival in  England,  the  admirality  despatched  the  fri- 
gate Pandora,  capt.  Edwards,  to  go  in  search  of  the 
mutineers.— capt.  Edwards  directed  his  course  to 
Otaheite,  but  the  objects  of  his  quest  had  left  that 
island,  and  it  was  supposed  they  were  lost  at  sea. 
Nor  was  any  thing  known  to  the  contrary  until  capt. 
Folger’s  visit  to  Pitcairn’s  Island  in  1810. 

NAVAL  APPRENTICESHIP. 

Extract  from  the  act  of  congress  providing  for 
the  enlistment  of  boys  for  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  approved  March  2d,  1837. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  con- 
gress assembled.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  enlist 
boys  for  the  navy,  with  the  consent  of  their  parents 
or  guardians,  not  being  under  thirteen,  nor  over  six- 
teen years,  to  serve  until  they  shall  arrive  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years. 

Regulations  for  the  enlistment  and  employment  ol 

boys  who  may  be  entered  to  serve  in  the  navy 

until  they  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 

years. 

In  the  enlistment  of  boys  to  serve  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  as  authorised  by  the  act  of  congress, 
approved  on  the  second  day  of  March,  1837,  none 
are  to  be  entered  who  shall  be  under  thirteen  or 
over  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  who,  after  careful 
examination  and  inquiry,  shall  not  be  deemed  of 
sound  constitution,  good  health,  and  free  from  all 
injuries,  defects  or  disease  which  would  be  likely 
to  render  them  unfit  to  perform  the  duties  which 
are  expected  from  them. 

No  boy  is  to  be  entered  who  shall,  have  been 
convicted  of  any  criminal  or  disgraceful  offence, 
or  who  shall  have  been  sent  to  any  house  of 
correction  or  refuge,  or  other  place  of  punish- 
ment. 

No  advances  are  to  be  made  by  the  recruiting  of- 
ficer to  tire  boys  who  may  enter,  or  to  their  parents 
or  guardians;  but  such  clothing  and  other  articles 
as  may  be  necessary  to  their  comfort,  will  be  fur- 
nished upon  the  orders  of  the  commanders  of  the 
receiving  vessels  when  they  repair  on  board  for 
duty. 

AVhenever  it  can  be  ascertained  that  a boy  wish- 
ing lo  enter  has  a parent  or  guardian  whose  pre- 
sence can  be  obtained,  such  parent  or  guardian  must 
sign  his  or  her  name  in  the  proper  column  of  the 
shipping  articles,  as  evidence  of  his  or  her  assent  to 
the  enlistment. 

When  the  parent  or  guardian  cannot  be  present, 
and  can  be  referred  to,  they  must  sign  duplicate 
certificates  of  assent  in  the  presence  of,  and  to  be 
certified  by  some  justice  ol  the  peace,  or  other  ma- 
gistrate, according  to  a form  which  will  be  furnish- 
ed, one  of  which  certificates  must  be  transmitted  to 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  with  the  monthly  reports 
of  the  recruiting  officer,  and  the  other  sent  to  the 
commander  of  the  receiving  vessel,  to  be  transfer- 
red with  the  account  of  the  boy  from  one  vessel  to 
another  whenever  he  is  transferred  himself. 

At  the  time  of  their  enlistment  they  are  to  be  rat- 
ed as  of  the  second  or  third  class  boys,  according  to 
their  age,  size  and  qualifications. 

The  pay  of  boys  of  the  third  class  shall  be  five 
dollars  a month,  and  the  pay  of  boys  of  the  second 
class  shall  be  six  dollars  a month.  First  class  boys 
to  receive  seven  dollars. 

When  they  cannot  be  attached  to  vessels  in 
commission,  they  shall  serve  on  board  some  one  of 
Ihe  three  large  receiving  vessels. 

They  are  to  be  supplied  under  the  immediate  di- 
rection of  the  co-mmand'er  of  the  vessel,  with  such 
articles  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries  as  may 
contribute  to  their  health  and  comfort:  but  after  the 
first  supply,  the  amount  which  may  be  due  to  them, 
is  on  no  account  to  be  exceeded;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  desirable  That  they  should  have  as  large  an 
amount  due  to  them  as  possible  at  the  expiration  of 
their  service. 

They  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  draw  the  spirit  part 
of  their  lation,  nor  to  receive  tobacco,  but  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  to  be  encouraged,  and  required 
if  possible  to  abstain  from  the  use  ofboth. 

Whenever  their  rate  of  pay  wilt  allow  it,  they 
may  allot  to  a parent,  such  amount  as  shall  not  re- 
duce the  amount  left  for  their  own  use  below  six 
dollars  a month,  nor  more  than  one-half  their  pay, 
when  the  half  shall  exceed  six  dollars  a month. 

They  shall  receive  no  part  of  their  pay  for  their 
personal  use  until  their  discharge,  excepting  tor 


clothing  and  necessaries  as  herein  before  provided, 
and  occasional  small  advances  in  money,' under  di- 
rection of  their  commander,  for  the  purchase  of  ar- 
ticles conducive  to  health,  and  for  small  expenses 
when  permitted  to  go  on  shore  on  liberty;  care 
must  be  observed,  however,  that  this  indulgence  is 
not  abused. 

Every  commander  of  a vessel  in  which  any  of 
these  boys  may  serve,  shall  cause  them  to  be  well 
instructed  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and 
to  be  employed  on  all  such  duties  which  they  may 
be  competent  to  perform,  as  may  give  them  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  seamanship,  and  best  quali- 
fy them  to  perforin  the  duties  of  seamen  and  petty 
officers. 

They  are  never  to  be  required  or  permitted  to  at- 
tend as  waiters  or  servants  to  the  officers  whenever 
there  are  other  persons  present  who  can  properly 
perform  these  services. 

As  an  inducement  for  exertion  and  a reward  for 
good  conduct,  all  persons  enlisted  under  this  provi- 
sion shall  be  eligible  to  promotion  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  other  persons  of  the  ship’s  company,  as  va- 
cancies may  occur,  and  their  qualifications  and 
conduct  may  merit,  but  all  such  promotion  of  boys 
shall  be  gradual  and  regular  from  third  to  second, 
and  from  second  to  first  class  boys,  landsmen,  ordi- 
nary seamen,  seamen  and  petty  officers;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  they  shall  also  be  subject  to  a reduction 
of  rating,  like  all  other  persons  for  neglect  or  mis- 
conduct. 

If  they  shall  serve  the  term  of  their  enlistment 
in  a manner  satisfactory  to  their  respective  com- 
manders, they  shall,  upon  their  discharge,  receive  a 
certificate  stating  the  length  of  such  service,  and 
time  served  in  each  rating,  and  the  opinion  which 
is  then  entertained  of  their  conduct,  qualifications 
and  merits. 

Should  they  subsequently  wish  to  re-enter  the 
service,  and  produce  to  the  recruiting  officer  a cer- 
tificate of  good  conduct  while  serving  under  their- 
first  enlistment,  such  officer  shall,  if  men  are  re- 
quired, and  there  shall  be  no  objection  on  the  score- 
of  health  cr  other  qualifications,  give  a preference 
to.  the®  over  persons  who  have  not  previously  serv- 
ed in  the  navy. 

Should  any  of  them  give  decided  evidences  of  the 
talents  and  conduct  which  might,  by  proper  atten- 
tion and  cultivation,  make  them  valuable  boat- 
swains, gunners,  or  masters  for  (he  navy,  they 
are  to  be  specially  reported  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  and  the  commander  of  the  vessel  shall  give 
all  proper  facilities  to  advance  their  instruction. 

At  the  expiration  of  their  service,  or  at  their  re- 
gular discharge,  they  shall  receive  the  amount 
which  may  then  be  due  them. 

These  regulations  to  be  subject  at  all  times  to 
such  alterations  and  modifications  as  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  for  the  time  being  may  deem  necessary 
or  expedient,  and  it  is  to  be  understood  that  they 
form  no  part  of  the  agreement  between  the  United- 
States  and  the  other  parties,  all  of  which  are  con- 
tained in  the  shipping  articles. 

ARKANSAS  BONDS. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

New  York,  May  22,  1839.  Sir:  1 have  but  a 
word  to  say  in  reply  to  the  New  York  Express  of 
this  morning.  If  I could,  for  the  soul  of  me,  call 
into  action  the  least  feeling  of  respect  for  a publica- 
tion which  has,  from  the  day  of  its  foundation,  been 
engaged  in  a crusade  against  the  credit  and-  honor  of 
the  country,  and  which,  impotent  as  it  is,  has  had 
some  credit  for  its  impudence  and  mendacity,  I pos- 
sibly might  prevail  on  myself  to  lay  before  its  edi- 
tors a concise  and  correct  history  of  the  matter  of 
the  Arkansas  bonds,  negotiated  by  the  lion,.  Am- 
brose Sevier  with  col.  Richard  M.  Johnson.  In  that 
transaction  there  was  not  any  thing  to  which  the 
most  fastidious  moralist,  the  mo9t  astute  and  practi- 
cal financier  could  object,  and  I hold  inyself  ready 
to  make  good  what  I assert,  at  any  time,  at  alt 
times,  in  any  places,  and  in  all  places. 

The  transaction  is  precisely  one  of  those  opera- 
tions which  daily  take  place  in  Wail  street,  between 
the  banks  and  brokers,  and,  if  you  please,  between 
the  immaculate  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  your  citizens.  There  was  nothing  wrong 
in  it;  and,  let  me  add,  that  the  gentlemen  engaged  ill 
it,  the  hon.  Mr.  Sevier,  and  the  lion.  Mr.  Fulton, 
and  the  vice  president  of  the  U.  States,  are  incapable 
of  any  act  of  dishonor.  The  Express  knows  nothing 
about  the  affair;  and  yet,  on  the  authority  ol  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  an  individual  whom  it  has  often  pub- 
lished as  a swindler,  a liar,  a pirate,  and  a thief, 
when  publishing  the  infamous  harangues  of  Henry 
A.  Wise,  and  Bailie  Peyton,  it  impudently  and  inso- 
lently steps  forward,  and  because  the  United  States 
senators  from  Arkansas,  under  the  authority  of  their 
state,  sold  bonds  (o  colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
charges  them  with  defalcation,  and  with  swindling. 
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Ai:d,  now,  because  I,  who  am  a stranger  in  a strange  : 
city,  in  the  discharge  of  an  act  of  charity,  attempt,  to  < 
defend  two  of  the  most  w orthy  citizens  of  my  state, 
the  Express  puts  on  a sanctified  look,  wipes  its  eyes, 
and  winningly  exclaims  that  I am  guilty  of  the 
monstrous  crime  of  “abusing  the  press.” 

“A  dog  in  forehead — but  in  heart  a deer.” 

The  whole  object  and  end  of  the  attack  in  the  Ex- 
press on  Messrs.  Fulton  and  Sevier,  evidently  is  to 
injure  the  credit  of  the  Arkansas  bonds  in  the  New 
York  market.  To  effect  this  object,  the  Express 
has  undoubtedly  been  employed  by  some  Wall  street 
broker,  and  for  its  reward  will  probably  obtain  a 
loan  at  some  one  of  the  banks.  Well,  let  it  go  on. 
The  Express,  from  the  day  of  its  foundation,  has 
professed  to  be  the  especial.guardian  and  conscience 
keeper  of  the  merchants;  and  is  it  to  be  supposed 
that  the  merchants  of  New  York  can  sanction  its 
course  of  infamy?  Is  it  the  interest  of  the  merchants 
of  New  York  to  destroy  the  credit  of  the  merchants 
of  the  west  and  southwest? 

Are  they  disposed  to  sanction  an  outrage  on  the 
Character  of  the  state  of  Arkansas,  to  gratify  a mor- 
bid and  rabid  partizan  spirit?  Are  they  disposed  to 
sustain  presses,  the  object  of  which  is  to  desolate 
and  destroy,  to  gratify  the  malice  or  propitiate  the 
ambition  of  political  demagogues  and  knaves?  It  is 
unnecessary  to  reply  to  the  interrogatory. 

By-the-by,  as  I shall  never  trouble  the  Evening 
Post  again,  let  me  add  one  word  in  conclusion.  For 
the  last  six  years  the  merchants  of  New  York  have 
suffered  themselves  to  be  diddled  and  swindled  by 
presses  in  this  city.  Prior  to  the  year  1832,  they 
had  taken  but  little  interest  in  the  mere  political 
squabbles  of  the  day.  They  had  contented  them- 
selves with  attending  to  their  own  business;  were 
prosperous  and  happy,  and,  as  they  always  will  be, 
were  honorable  and  high  minded.  But  when  a loan 
of  $52,000  cast  a flood  of  light  on  the  world,  and 
produced  sudden  conviction  and  conversion  in  the 
minds  of  the  conductors  of  the  New  York  Courier 
and  Enquirer,  they  were  directly  appealed  to — all 
their  prejudices  and  passions  were  artfully  assailed, 
and  by  a series  of  passionate  addresses  they  were 
made  to  believe  that  on  them  alone  depended  the 
happiness  and  glory  of  the  world.  This  done,  they 
were  called  on  for  cash,  to  satisfy  the  fawnings  of 
the  greedy  sycophants.  The  cash  they  paid,  and 
cash  they  continue  to  pay,  to  sustain  such  papers  as 
the  Courier  and  Enquirer,  the  Express,  and  the 
Times — papers  that  each  dayr  labor  to  produce  their 
ruin.  For  the  last  six  years,  the  merchants  of  New 
York  have  paid  all  the  costs  of  the  city  elections — 
have  been  practically  and  theoretically  and  scienti- 
fically swindled  by  newspaper  demagogues  and 
vampyres;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  not 
submit  to  the  wrong  any  longer. 

The  Express  asserts  that  it  has  some  doubt  of  my 
legitimacy,  and  does  not  know  me.  It  is  most  true 
it  does  not.  It  never  can  know  me;  nor  can  any 
dastard,  who,  for  the  low  purpose  of  accelerating 
the  prospects  of  an  abandoned  party,  attempts  the 
assassination  of  honorable  and  high  minded  men, 
senators  of  a young  and  flourishing  state,  ever  have 
the  honor  of  tile  personal  acquaintance  of 

JOHN  SMITH,  jr.  of  Arkansas. 

THE  GOUVERNEUR  CASE. 

From  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquier. 

During  the  progress  of  the  trial  recently  terminat- 
ed, ot  the  United  Stales  vs.  S.  L.  Gouverneur,  late 
postmaster  of  the  city  of  New  York,  we  have  had 
occasion  to  advert  to  the  circumstances  of  the  pro- 
secution, and  to  the  facts  developed  in  the  testimo- 
ny. The  letter  which  we  publish  below,  from  Mr. 
Gouverneur,  addressed  to  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  will  be  read  with  more  than  ordinary  in- 
terest. It  fully  sustains  all  the  allegations  which  we 
have  made  in  the  premises.  We  will  admit  that  we 
were  surprised  at  the  verdict  of  the  jury.  We  do 
not  understand  the  process  by  which  they  found 
Mr.  Gouverneur  indebted  to  the  government;  and 
we  are  confident  that  if  the  allowance  had  been 
made  to  him,  which  were  justly  due  for  extra  offi- 
cial services,  the  government  would  have  been 
found  his  debtor. 

In  this  matter,  however,  there  were  doubtless 
formidable  difficulties.  The  negotiations  of  Mr. 
Barry,  which  general  Jackson  countenanced  and 
authorised,  were,  probably,  beyond  the  pale  of  the 
law  or  the  constitution.  The  services  of  Mr.  Gou- 
verneur in  sustaining  the  credit  of  the  administra- 
tion, perhaps,  did  not  furnish  the  basis  of  a strictly 
legal  claim  against  the  department.  But  they  cer- 
tainly entitled  him  to  the  kind  consideration  of  the 
government.  They  entitled  him  to  hope  that  the 
government  would  not  avail  itself  of  his  misfortunes 
to  crush  him,  but  that  it  would  have  been  satisfied 
with  such  proofs  of  his  accounts  as  would  have  been 
satisfactory  between  individuals;  and  that  at  any  rate 


it  would  not  use  its  position  to  stigmatise  him  as  a ; 
dishonest  debtor  and  defaulter. 

Mr.  Kendall  claimed  of  Mr.  Gouverneur  a balance 
of  $160,000.  Mr.  Gouverneur  refused  to  pay  the 
monstrous  demand;  but  made  a voluntary  offer  to 
Mr.  Kendall  to  furnish  the  department  with  all  the 
evidence  in  his  possesssion,  and  to  submit  the  mat- 
ters in  difference  to  arbitrators  selected  by  the  depart- 
ment, to  a rule  of  court  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  to  an  amicable  suit,  or  to  a committee  of  ei- 
ther house  of  congress.  This  was  in  April,  1836. — 
Mr.  Kendall  declined,  and  insisted  on  the  payment 
by  Mr.  Gouverneur  of  $160,000!  This  Mr.  Gou- 
verneur refused.  The  action  was  brought.  Before 
trial  Mr.  Kendall's  demand  was  reduced  to  some- 
thing like  $100,000.  During  the  progress  of  the 
trial  the  district  attorney  was  compelled  to  abandon 
$25,000.  The  case  was  put  to  the  jury  as  an  action 
ol  account  between  individuals;  in  which  the  de- 
fendant was  held  to  account  strictly  for  every  dollar 
that  ever  came  into  his  hands  for  the  use  of  the  de- 
partment, and  the  jury  alter  thirty  hour3  patient  in- 
vestigation, gave  a verdict  of  $20,000  for  Mr. 
Kendall!  It  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gou- 
verneur, that  this  amount  will  be  forthwith  paid  to 
the  government,  or  secured  in  the  event  of  an  ap- 
peal. 

And  yet,  in  this  state  of  things,  the  administra- 
tion has  cruelly  represented  Mr.  Gouverneur  as  a 
defaulter.  It  has  harassed  him  with  a wanton  and 
wicked  persecution— invaded  the  peace  of  his  fami- 
ly—assailed  his  character — stigmatised  him  as  a 
peculator  and  dishonest  debtor — and  Mr.  Gouver- 
neur, mean  while, as  will  appear  by  his  official  letters, 
has  been  willing  to  pay  to  the  government  every 
dollar  that  was  justly  its  due,  or  that  any  tribunal 
would  pronounce  to  be  its  due!  Even  during  the 
progress  of  the  present  trial,  before  it  was  known 
whether  Mr.  Gouverneur  owed  a cent  to  the  govern- 
ment, that  common  libeller,  the  Albany  Argus  has 
assailed  him  as  “being  largely  a defaulter  on  the 
books  of  the  department,”  and  classed  him  with 
Price,  Swartwout,  and  the  hundred  defaulters  of  the 
land  office.  “Gouverneur  is  a martyr,”  says  the  Ar- 
gus. “He  is  reported  as  a large  defaulter,  and  the 
government  has  commenced  a suit  for  the  recovery 
of  the  money;  but  that  fact  only  the  more  strongly 
ensures  to  him  the  active  and  sympathising  favorof 
his  federal  associates.”  The  Argus  then  proceeds  to 
indulge  in  its  ordinary  coarseness  and  vulgar  abuse, 
and  ends  with  a witty  allusion  to  “sub-trea- 
surers with  legs.” 

Whence  this  virulent  persecution  of  Mr.  Gouver- 
neur? Whyr  is  he  stigmatised  as  a “ sub-treasurer ? — 
an  epithet  which  the  Argus  uses  with  great  proprie- 
ty, as  about  the  most  pregnant  term  of  abuse  which 
it  could  select  in  the  premises.  The  Argus  consi- 
ders sub-treasurer  as  synonymous  with  “defaulter” 
— and  it  is  fully  justified  in  his  use  of  language,  if 
we  may  be  permitted  to  cite  the  instances  of  Mr. 
Woodbury’s  sub-treasurers  for  an  explanation  of  its 
meaning.  Mr.  Kendall  demanded  of  Mr.  Gouver- 
neur $160,000.  Mr.  Gouverneur  appealed  to  a 
jury  of  his  country — and  Mr.  Kendall’s  claim  was 
cut  down  $20,000!  The  balance  Mr.  Gouverneur  is 
willing  and  ready  to  pay.  Is  he  therefore  a defaul- 
ter? Is  he  therefore  a “sub- treasurer” — which  is 
so  significantly  and  appropriately'  used  by  the  Argus 
as  a term  of  disgrace?  No  man  who  reads  the  fol- 
lowing letter  will  hesitate  in  answering  a question 
like  this;  and  no  man  who  reflects  upon  it,  who  ful- 
ly estimates  the  original  propositions  of  Mr.  Gou- 
verneur, and  compares  them  with  the  course  of  the 
government,  can  tail  to  be  convinced  that  the  go- 
vernment has  been  wantonly  unjust  and  wickedly 
oppressive.  We  annex  the  following  letter,  which 
has  been  se-at  to  us  for  publication,  addressed  by 
Mr.  Gouverneur  fer-fhe  president  of  the  United 
States. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  Stales: 

Sir:  1 respectfully  request  the  personal  favor  of 
you,  to  peruse  the  following  extract  of  a letter, 
dated  16th  April,  1836,  addressed  to  Amos  Kendall, 
esq.  postmaster  general  of  the  United  States. 

“From  my  letter  to  you  bearing  date  the  12th 
instant.  I beg  leave  to  make  the  following  ex- 
tracts, to  which  I particularly  refer.  ‘If  any  diffi- 
culties, derangement  or  delay,  have  occurred  in  the 
perfect  understanding,  and  prompt  adjustment  of 
any  account,  in  which  the  department  is  interested, 
the  true  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  inability  of  its 
own  agents,  from  whatever  source  it  may  arise,  to 
state  with  accuracy,  their  own  accounts.  For  my- 
self I simply  add,  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  them 
to  show  the  existence  of  any  error,  in  any  account 
of  mine;  and  as  far  as  it  may  depend  upon  me,  it 
: shall  be  promptly  corrected.  Distinctly  claiming  a 
just  privilege  to  scan  with  freedom,  and  fully  toen- 
i quire  into  any  charge  wmich  I may  conceive,  ought 
! not  to  be  made  to  my  prejudice;  1 am  not  only 


aware  of  the  obligation  of  meeting  every  fair  claim, 
which  may  be  urged  against  me,  ‘in  the  usual  way, 
and  the  evidence  on  which  it  is  founded  being  pro- 
duced,’ but  prepared  promptly  to  discharge  it.’  ” 

“Renewing  to  you  the  expression  of  these  senti- 
ments, which  appear  to  me  to  concede  every  thing 
which  can  fairly  be  required  of  me,  1 have  no  hesi- 
tation to  add  the  assurances  of  my  sincere  wish  to 
meet  you  on  terms  of  candor  and  mutual  reciprocity, 
in  such  an  adjustment,  in  any  mode  which  you  may 
think  proper  to  adopt;  and  which  may  encourage  a 
hope,  that  where  every  claim  of  justice  on  all  ques- 
tions may  be  enforced  to  any  extent;  all  payments 
made  in  good  faith,  and  under  the  sanction  of  com- 
petent authority  at  the  time,  will  be  promptly  al- 
lowed. To  this  end,  sir,  I respectfully  propose  to 
you, 

“That  I will  go  into  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts on  an  unreserved  exhibition  of  every  mate- 
rial, necessary  to  their  full  illustration.  The  prin- 
ciples of  adjustment  to  be  applicable  to  both  parties, 
and  first  distinctly  established.” 

‘T  will  consent  to  the  immediate  entry  of  a rule 
in  the  United  States  court,  of  any  state,  or  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  under  whicli  a prompt  settle- 
ment, and  without  the  least  delay,  can  be  en- 
forced.” 

“I  will  become  a party  to  an  amicable  suit, 
pledging  myself  to  make  every  proper  concession, 
to  prevent  the  waste  of  time,  or  delay  an  immediate 
decision.” 

“1  will  refer  the  account  to  the  decision  of  a 
committee  of  eilher  house  of  congress,  and  wait 
the  passage  of  a bill  rendering  me  any  credits  to 
which  I may  appear  to  be  entitled.” 

“Or  I will  freely  agree’,  that  they  be  now  ‘refer- 
red to  any  three  fair  and  impartial  men,  all  to  be  se- 
lected by  yourself  and  by  whose  decision  in  the 
premises  I will  abide.’” 

Such,  sir,  were  my  sentiments  and  declarations 
then  nor  have  they  at  any  moment  since,  undergone 
a particle  of  change.  It  was  imperiously  dire  to 
myself,  iny  family,  and  other  great  interests  which 
I could  not  abandon,  that  I should  manfully  resist 
the  enormous  pretensions  of  the  post  office  depart- 
ment. It  was  equally  due  to  every  consideration 
involved  in  all,  that  if  1 was  indebted  a single  dol- 
lar to  that  department,  it  should  be  promptly  paid. 

Impressed  with  these  views,  and  deeply  anxious 
that  my  position  should  be  properly  defined— that 
it  might  be  seen,  it  was  honest  conviction  of  right, 
and  not  to  evade  the  payment  of  any  just  and  pro- 
per demand  upon  me,  that  I again  addressed  a let- 
ter to  Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general  of  the 
United  States,  under  date  the  10th  of  December, 
1838;  part  of  which  I respectfully  desire  to  present 
to  your  view: 

After  complaining  that  the  prosecution  of  the 
pending  suit  had  been  postponed,  I say 

“I  am  perfectly  willing  and  ready  to  file  a bond 
and  security  for  any  amount,  which  can  by  possi- 
bility, appear  due  to  the  United  States  from  me,  if 
you  will  simply  pledge  the  faith  of  the  department 
promptly  to  pay  any  balance,  which  may  be  certi- 
fied as  due  to  me.” 

The  postmaster  general  did  not  consider  he  had 
the  legal  authority  to  accept  the  proposition. 

But,  sir,  strong  considerations  at  all  times  ur^ed 
upon  me  the  convictions  that  it  was  in  a court  of 
justice  alone  the  conflicting  interests  and  claims 
between  the  department  and  myself  could  be  satis- 
factorily adjusted,  and  a valid  and  permanent  set- 
tlement finally  effected.  “Independently  of  all  my 
official  obligations,”  I had,  at  the  earnest  solicita- 
tion of  the  then  postmaster  general,  rendered  as  I 
conceived,  and  as  both  the  then  president  and  he, 
at  that  time,  freely  admitted,  important  and  effective 
services  to  sustain  the  department  from  wreck,  and 
the  then  administration  from  the  inevitable  conse- 
quences resulting  from  such  an  event.  These  ser- 
vices, under  peculiar  circumstances,  and  some  of  a 
confidential  character,  had  involved  me  in  lar^e 
and  complicated  transactions,  of  man  v of  which  the 
details  furnished  to  Mr.  Barry  at  the  time  ceased  to 
exist,  arid  of  one  of  which,  in  particular,  I was  un- 
der a solemn  obligation  of  honor  to  the  president 
Mr.  Barry  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  not  to  divulge.  The 
testimony  of  Mr.  Hamilton  in  the  late  investigation 
is  pointed  to  this  matter.  It  was  my  inability  to 
furnish  details  to  Mr.  Kendall  which  he  imperious- 
ly demanded,  which  has  led  to  all  the  conflict  which 
has  ensued,  and  subjected  me  to  all  the  doubt,  diffi- 
culties and  sacrifices,  to  which  I have  in  a protract- 
ed litigation  been  subjected  for  the  last  three  years. 
To  the  question  from  the  distiict  attorney  to  Mr" 
Hamilton,  whether  I could  not  with  propriety  have 

done  what  Mr.  Kendall  required  of  me,  he  emphati- 
cally replied— “That  I could  not  without  a viola- 
tion of  honor  and  confidence  towards  general  Jack 
son,  Mr.  Barry  and  himself.”  The  district  attor" 
ney  took  proper  occasion  to  vindicate  me  from  the 
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charge  of  intentional  wrong,  and  to  express  his 
sense  of  the  services  which  I had  rendered  to  an 
administration  of  which  he  was  a member.  The 
presiding  judge  took  occasion  to  advert  “to  the 
high  character  given  to  the  defendant  by  Mr.  Barry 
in  iiis  letter  to  president  Jackson.  He  was  free  to 
say  that  no  imputation  of  fraud  rested  on  the  de- 
fendant, although  a wonderful  laxity  seemed  to  have 
pervaded  the  department  during  the  whole  of  these 
transactions.  It  is  said  to  be  a question  of  account, 
and  as  such  was  properly  admitted  to  a jury  of  merch- 
ants:— If  they  found  a balance  due  to  the  defend- 
ant, they  should  certify  in  his  favor,  for  it  would 
then  be  his  right;  and  if  not,  they  should  find  for 
the  plaintiffs,  and  say  for  how  much.” 

The  accounts  between  the  department  and  my- 
self, of  an  official  and  unofficial  character,  and  the 
subject  of  the  late  prosecution,  involved  an  amount 
of  about  one  million  and  a half  dollars.  After  a 
patient  and  laborious  investigation,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  such  legal  principles  as  the  presiding 
judge  thought  proper  to  propound  from  the  bench, 
to  volume  of  testimony  of  200  pages,  the  jury 
after  a protracted  session  of  thirty  hours,  have 
found  an  absolute  verdict  in  favor  of  the  United 
States,  of  about  $20,000.  The  original  demand  of 
the  department  amounted  to  about  $160,000,  and 
was  gradually  reduced  to  the  sum  of  $100,560  29, 
whicti  the  district  attorney  in  this  suit  claimed  at 
the  hands  of  the  jury. 

Whatever  may  be  my  opinion,  or  that  of  others, 
in  respect  to  this  verdict,  or  that  of  the  legal  prin- 
ciples on  which  it  was  founded,  it  has  been  pro- 
nounced by  an  honest  jury  of  my  country;  and  I 
am  bound,  as  a good  citizen  to  submit  to  it,  subject 
only  to  such  relief,  as  [ may  justly  claim  from  the 
laws  of  the  land.  But,  sir,  there  is  something  due 
to  the  public,  and  that  public  you  represent,  it  is 
the  elevated  position  you  occupy,  which  induces 
me  to  ask  the  personal  favor  of  you  to  permit  me, 
through  you,  to  address  myself  to  them. 

Had  the  verdict  of  the  jury  swept  every  dollar 
from  my  family  and  myself,  rny  honor  would  have 
been  promptly  redeemed.  You  will  learn  with 
that  pleasure,  which  ought  to  animate  the  heart  of 
o.i  ■ a io  presides  over  the  destinies  of  many,  that 
the  event  will  not  desolate  our  home,  nor  bring 
affliciion  “to  our  hearth.” 

1 b.-g  leave,  in  conclusion,  to  assure  you,  that  the 
interests  of  the  public  are  safe.  I desire  repose. 
Shout  1 i not  feel  myself  bound,  in  accordance  with 
the  urgent  views  of  my  counsel,  to  appeal  to  a 
highei  tribunal,  the  verdict  of  the  jury  will  be 
promptly  settled.  Should  such  an  appeal  be  insti- 
tuted, the  amount  of  that  verdict  or  adequate  se- 
curity, for  its  payment,  under  any  circumstances 
winch  may  occur,  will  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of 
the  district  attorney,  so  that,  in  no  event,  will  the 
public  sustain  the  slightest  loss.  With  great  re- 
spect, I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, SAM’L.  L.  GO  U VERNE  UR. 

New  York,  May  17,  1839. 

THE  MECKLENBURG  DECLARATION. 

It  is  not  hazarding  too  much  to  say,  that  there  is 
no  event  of  the  revolution  which  has  been,  or  can 
be,  more  fully  or  clearly  authenticated,  than  the 
Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence  on  the 
20th  May,  1775.  We  are  aware,  that  when  pub- 
licity was  first  given  to  this  declaration  in  1319, 
through  the  columns  of  this  paper,  its  authenticity 
was  doubted  by  some  and  openly  denied  by  others. 
This  incredulity,  however,  was  gradually  dissipated 
by  the  force  of  truth,  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, and  the  publication  of  his  works,  in  some  mea- 
sure revived  it.  Among  the  letters  of  that  distin- 
guished man,  was  one,  ridiculing  the  claim  set  up  by 
North  Carolina — a letter  which  had  been  previously 
published  in  the  papers,  but  not  before  in  so  im- 
posing a form  as  to  command  the  attention  of  pos- 
lerity.  Upon  the  appearance,  however,  of  this  let- 
ter in  his  printed  works,  the  legislature  of  North 
Carolina  thought  it  duetothe  character  of  the  state, 
to  usher  to  the  world  the  Mecklenburg  Decla- 
ration, accompanied  with  such  testimonials  ot  its 
genuineness,  as  should  forever  silence  all  doubts 
upon  the  subject.  And  this  they  did,  with  such 
care  lor  its  general  diffusion,  that  we  are  truly  as- 
tonished to  find  any  one,  at  tnis  late  day,  inter- 
posing a doubt  on  the  subject.  But  a writer  in  the 
June  "number  of  the  “Southern  Literary  Messen- 
ger” attempts  to  discredit  the  fact,  that  the  Meek- 
lensburg  declaration  was  made,  and  heralds  his  com- 
munication to  the  world  under  the  imposing  cap- 
tion— “The  question  settled.” 

The  writer  in  the  Messenger,  who  signs  himself 
“Investigator”  produces  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  recently  discovered  by  onr  antiqua- 
rian Iriend,  Peter  Force,  esq.  of  Washington  city, 
in  a newspaper  printed  on  the  12th  of  July,  1775. 
Where  the  paper  wa3  printed,  he  docs  not  inform 


us.  These  resolutions,  it  will  be  seen,  purport  to 
come  from  a committee,  and  are  as  follows: 

Charlotte  town,  Mecklenburg  county,  May  31,  1775. 

This  day''  the  committee  met,  and  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolves: 

Whereas,  by  an  address  presented  to  his  majesty, 
by  both  houses  of  parliament,  in  February  last,  the 
American  colonies  are  declared  to  be  in  a state  of 
actual  rebellion,  we  conceive  that  all  laws  and  com- 
missions confirmed  by,  or  derived  from,  the  au- 
thority of  the  king  or  parliament,  are  annulled  and 
vacated,  and  the  former  civil  constitution  of  these 
colonies,  for  the  present,  wholly  suspended.  To 
provide  in  some  degree  for  the  exigences  of  this 
county,  in  the  present  alarming  period,  we  deem  it 
proper  and  necessary  to  pass  the  following  resolves, 
viz: 

1.  That  all  commissions,  civil  and  military,  here- 
tofore granted  by  the  crown,  to  be  exercised  in 
these  colonies,  are  mill  and  void,  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  each  particular  colony,  wholly  suspended. 

2.  That  the  provincial  congress  of  each  province, 
under  the  direction  of  the  great  continental  con- 
gress, is  invested  with  all  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive powers  within  their  respective  provinces;  and 
that  no  other  legislative  and  executive  power  does 
or  can  exist,  at  this  time,  in  any  of  these  colonies. 

3.  As  all  former  laws  are  now  wholly  suspended 
in  this  province,  and  the  congress  have  not  yet  pro- 
vided others,  we  judge  it  necessary,  for  the  better 
preservation  of  good  order,  to  form  certain  rules 
and  regulations  lor  the  internal  government  of  this 
county,  until  laws  shall  he  provided  for  us  by  con- 
gress. 

4.  That  the  inhabitants  in  this  county  do  lfieet 
on  a certain  day  appointed  by  this  committee,  and, 
having  formed  themselves  into  nine  companies,  viz: 
eight  in  the  county  and  one  in  the  town  of  Char- 
lotte, do  choose  a colonel  and  other  military  offi- 
cers, who  shall  hold  and  exercise  their  several  pow- 
ers by  virtue  of  this  choice,  and  independent  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  and  former  constitution  of 
this  province. 

“Investigator  pretends  that  these  resolutions 
were  all  that  were  adopted  in  Mecklenburg,  but 
the  evidence  at  hand  completely  rebuts  his  asser- 
tion. These  resolutions  were  passed  by  a com- 
mittee, on  the  3 1st  May — the  declaration  was  made 
on  the  20th  May,  eleven  days  before,  not  by  a com- 
mittee, hut  by  a convention  regularly  chosen  by  the 
different  militia  companies  of  Mecklenburg,  “whose 
deliberations  were  witnessed  and  applauded  by  a 
crowd  of  people,  comprising  perhaps  half  the  men 
in  the  county.”  But  to  say  nothing  of  this  dis- 
crepancy, we  can,  in  the  shape  of  positive  testimo- 
ny, pile  Pelion  upon  Ossa.  In  the  first  place,  a 
copy  of  the  declaration  was  found  among  the  pa- 
pers of  John  McKnitt  Alexander,  clerk  of  the  con- 
vention; where  also,  was  found  a memorandum, 
that  a copy  had  likewise  been  sent  to  general  Wil- 
liam R.  Davie.  This  copy  was  subsequently  found 
among  the  general’s  papers,  corresponding  verba- 
tim et  literatim,  with  that  in  possession  of  the  clerk. 
2d.  Captain  Jack  testifies  that  he  was  the  bearer  of 
the  declaration  to  our  delegates  in  congress,  then 
ait  ting1  at  Philadelphia,  who,  from  some  cause  or 
otiier,  thought  it  premature  to  lay  it  before  con- 
gress, but  acknowledged  its  receipt  in  a letter  com- 
plimentary to  the  zeal  of  the  delegates.  3d.  Three 
highly  respectable  citizens  certify  that  they  met 
captain  Jack  in  Philadelphia  in  June  1775,  who  in- 
formed them  that  “lie  was  the  bearer  of  a declara- 
tion of  independence  made  at  Charlotte  on  the  20th 
of  May.”  4th.  Honorable  Francis  Cummings,  of 
Georgia,  writes  to  Mr.  Macon,  that  he  was  present 
when  “independence  was  proclaimed  from  the  court 
house  stabs  by  colonel  Thomas  Polk,  and  l am  per- 
fectly sure  it  was  before  our  national  declaration.” 
5th.  The  patriot,  J.  Graham,  gives  from  personal 
knowledge  all  the  details  of  the  affair,  correspond- 
ing most  wonderfully  in  all  the  essential  particulars. 
6th.  The  reverend  H.  Hunter  gives  not  only  a par- 
ticular account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  conven- 
tion was  organized,  but  even  gives  the  names  of 
most  of  tile  delegates — he  being,  at  that  time,  20 
years  and  11  days  old.  7th.  George  Graham,  Wil- 
liam Hutchinson,  Jonas  Clark  and  Robert  Robin- 
son, aged  citizens  of  Mecklenburg,  testify  to  all  the 
facts  stated  and,  in  their  own  language,  assert  that 
“resolves  were  passed  which  went  to  declare  the 
people  of  Mecklenburg,  free  and  independent  of  the 
king  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain,”  which  were 
signed  by  all  the  delegates  and  openly  proclaimed. 
8tli.  John  Simeson,  sen.  in  a most  interesting  let- 
ter, confirms  all  the  circumstances  detailed  by  pre- 
vious witnesses,  and  gives  a short  anecdote  to  the 
point.  Plaving  asked  an  old  neighbor,  aged  81,  if 
he  knew  any  thing  about  this  affair,  the  reply  was 
— “ Och , aye.  Tam  Polk  declared  independence  long 
before  any  body  else.”  9th.  Isaac  Alexander,  Samu- 
el Wilson,  John  Davidson,  J.  G.  M.  Ramsay,  James 


Johnson,  Elijah  Johnson  and  James  Wilhite  all  con- 
firm these  statements  from  their  own  personal 
knowledge.  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  such  evidence, 
where  every  link  in  the  chain  connects,  an  attempt 
is  made  to  deprive  North  Carolina  of  tier  just  and 
merited  fame,  on  the  strength  of  such  a discovery 
as  the  above.  But  it  may  be  asked,  who  passed 
the  resolutions  of  the  31st  of  May?  We  answer, 
the  “committee  of  safety,”  appointed  by  the  con- 
vention tor  the  purpose  of  using  every  exertion  “to 
spread  the  love  of  country  and  the  tire  of  freedom 
throughout  America.”  The  resolutions  speak  lor 
themselves:  “This  day,  the  committee  met  8cc.” — 
What  committee?  Why  the  committee  appointed 
11  days  before! 

No,  North  Carolina  is  not  to  be  deprived,  on  so 
flimsy  a pretext  as  this,  of  the  honor  of  having,  at 
a period  of  darkness  and  oppression,  without  con- 
cert with  others,  conceit  without  assurance  of 
support  from  any  quarter,  all  fear  of  conse- 
quences tost  in  a sense  of  their  country’s  wrongs, 
nobly  dared  to  assert  that  independence,  of  which 
whoever  might  have  thought,  none  had  then 
spoken;  and  thus  earned  for  her  sons,  throughout 
all  time,  the  proud  boast  of  having  given  birth  to 
the  FIRST  Declaration  of  Independence. 


CHARLES  CARROLL. 

BY  LORD  BROUGHAM. 

We  do  a thing  of  very  pernicious  tendency  if  we 
confine  the  records  of  history  to  the  most  eminent 
personages  who  bearapart  in  the  event  which  it  com- 
memorates. There  are  often  others  whose  sacri- 
fices are  much  greater,  whose  perils  are  more  ex- 
treme, and  whose  services  are  nearly  as  valuable  as 
those  of  the  more  prominent  actors,  and  who  yet 
have,  from  chance  or  by  the  modesty  of  a retiring 
and  unpretending  nature,  never  stood  forward  to  till 
the  foremost  places  or  occupy  the  larger  spaces  in 
the  eye  of  the  world.  To  forget  such  men  is  as  in- 
expedient for  the  public  service  as  it  is  unjust  to- 
wards tiie  individuals.  But  the  error  is  far  greater 
of  those  who,  in  recording  the  annals  of  revolutions, 
confine  their  ideas  of  public  merit  to  the  feats  of 
leaders  against  established  tyranny  or  the  triumphs 
of  orators  in  behalf  of  freedom.  Many  a man  in 
the  ranks  has  done  more,  by  Ids  zeal  and  his  self 
devotion  than  any  chief  to  break  the  chains  of  a 
nation,  and  among  such  men  Charles  Carroll,  the 
last  survivor  of  the  patriarchs  of  the  American  re- 
volution, is  entitled  to  the  first  place. 

His  family  was  settled  in  Maryland  ever  since 
the  reign  of  James  II,  and  had,  during  that  period, 
been  possessed  of  the  same  ample  property,  the 
largest  in  the  union.  It  stood,  therefore,  at  the 
head  of  the  aristocracy  of  the  country,  was  natu- 
rally in  alliance  with  the  government,  could  gain 
nothing,  while  it  risked  ever37  thing  by  a change  of 
dynasty;  and,  therefore,  according  to  all  the  rules 
and  the  prejudices  and  the  frailties  which  are  com- 
monly found  guiding  the  conduct  of  men  in  a crisis 
of  affairs,  Charles  Carroll  might  have  been  expected 
to  take  part  against  the  revolt — certainly  never  to 
join  in  promoting  it.  Such,  however,  was  not  this 
patriotic  person.  He  was  among  the  foremost  to 
sign  the  celebrated  declaration  of  independence. — 
All  who  did  so  were  believed  to  have  devoted  them- 
selves and  their  families  to  the  furies.  As  he  set 
his  hand  to  the  instrument,  tiie  whisper  ran  round 
the  hall  of  congress,  “there  go  some  millions  of  pro- 
perty.” And  there  being  many  of  the  same  name, 
when  he  heard  it  said,  “nobody  will  know  what 
Carroll  it  is,”  as  no  one  signed  more  than  his  name, 
“you’ll  get  clear — there  are  several  of  the  name — 
the}7  will  never  know  which  to  take.”  “Not  so,” 
he  replied,  and  instantly  added  his  residence,  “of 
Carrolton.” 

He  was  not  only  a man  of  firm  mind  and  steadily 
fixed  principles,  he  was  also  a person  of  great  ac- 
complishments and  excellent  abilities.  Educated 
in  the  study  of  the  civil  law  at  one  of  the  French 
colleges,  lie  had  resided  long  enough  in  Europe  to 
perfect  his  learning  in  all  the  ordinary  branches  of 
knowledge.  On  his  return  to  America  he  sided 
with  the  people  against  the  mother  country,  and 
w'as  soon  know'll  and  esteemed  as  among  the  ablest 
writers  of  the  independent  party.  The  confidence 
reposed  in  him  caused  him  soon  after  to  be  joined 
with  Franklin  in  the  committee  of  three  sent  to  ob- 
tain the  concurrence  of  the  Canadians  in  the  revolt. 
He  was  a member  of  congress  for  tiie  first  two  try- 
ing years  when  that  body  was  only  fourteen  in 
number,  and  might  rather  be  deemed  a cabinet 
council  for  aclion  than  any  thing  like  a deliberative 
senate.  He  then  belonged,  during  the  rest  of  the 
war,  to  the  legislature  of  his  native  state  (Mary- 
land), until  I78S,  when  lie  was  elected  one  of  tiie 
United  States  senate,  and  continued  for  three  years 
to  act  in  this  capacity.  The  rest  of  his  time,  until 
he  retired  from  public  life  in  1804,  was  passed  as  a 
senator  of  Maryland.  In  all  these  capacities  he  has 
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left  behind  him  a high  reputation  for  integrity,  elo- 
quence and  judgment. 

It  is  usual  with  Americans  to  compare  the  last 
thirty  years  of  his  life  to-the  Indian  summer — sweet 
as  it  is  tranquil,  and  partaking  neither  of  the  fierce 
heats  of  the  earlier  nor  the  chilling  frosts  of  the 
later  season.  His  days  were  both  crowned  with 
happiness,  and  lengthened  far  beyond  the  usual  pe- 
riod of  human  existence.  He  lived  lo  see  the  peo- 
ple whom  he  had  once  known  900,000  in  number, 
pass- to  twelve  millions;  a handful  of  dependent 
colonies,  a nation  of  freemen;  a dependent  settle- 
ment assume  its  place  among  the  first  rate  powers 
of  the  world;  and  he  had  the  delight  of  feeling,  that 
to  this  consummation  he  had  contributed  his  ample 
share.  As  no  one  had  run  so  large  a risk  by  joining 
the  revolt,  so  no  one  had  adhered  to  the  standard  of 
freedom  more  firmiy,  in  all  its  fortunes,  whether 
waving  in  triumph  or  over  disaster  and  defeat.  He 
never  despaired  of  the  commonwealth,  nor  ever 
had  lent  his  ear  to  factious  councils;  never  had 
shrunk  from  any  sacrifice,  nor  ever  had  pressed 
himself  forward  to  the  exclusion  of  men  better  fitted 
to  serve  the  common  cause.  Tims  it  happened  to 
him  that  no  man  was  more  universally  respected 
and  beloved;  none  had  fewer  enemies;  and,  not- 
withstanding the  ample  share  in  which  the  gifts  of 
fortune  were  showered  upon  his  house,  no  one 
grudged  its  prosperity. 

It  would,  however,  be  a very  erroneous  view  of 
llis  merits  and  of  the  place  which  he  filled  in  the 
eye  of  his  country,  which  should  represent  him  as 
only  respected  for  his  patriotism  and  his  virtues. — 
He  had  talents  and  acquirements  which  enabled 
him  effectually  to  help  the  cause  he  espoused.  His 
knowledge  was  various,  and  his  eloquence  was  of  a 
high  order.  It  was,  like  his  character,  mild  and 
pleasing;  like  his  deportment,  correct  and  faultless, 
flowing  smoothly,  and  executing  far  more  than  it 
seemed  to  aim  at,  every  one  was  charmed  by  it,  and 
many  were  persuaded.  His  taste  was  peculiarly 
chaste,  for  he  was  a scholar  of  extraordinary  ac- 
complishments; and  few,  if  any,  of  the  speakers  in 
the  new  world  came  nearer  the  model  of  the  more 
refined  oratory  practised  in  the  parent  state.  Na- 
ture and  ease,  want  of  effort,  gentleness  united  with 
sufficient  strength,  are  noted  as  its  inevitable  cha- 
racteristics, and,  as  it  thus  approached  the  lone  of 
conversation,  so  long  after  he  ceased  to  appear  in 
public,  his  private  society  is  represented  as  display- 
ing much  of  his  rhetorical  powers,  and  has  been 
compared,  not  unhappily,  by  a late  writer,  to  the 
words  of  Nestor,  which  fell  like  vernal  snows,  as 
he  spake  to  the  people.  In  commotions,  whether 
of  the  senate  or  the  multitude,  such  a speaker,  by 
his  calmness  and  firmness  joined,  might  well  hope 
to  have  the  weight,  and  to  exert  the  control  and 
mediatory  authority  of  him,  pietat  gravis  et  meritas, 
who 

regit  dictis  animos  et  pectoria  mulcet. 

In  1825,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  half  century 
after  the  Declaration  olTndependence  w'as  signed, 
the  day  was  kept  over  the  whole  union  as  a grand 
festival,  and  observed  with  extraordinary  solemnity. 
As  the  clock  struck  the  hour  when  that  mighty  in- 
strument had  been  signed,  another  bell  was  heard 
to  toll;  it  was  the  passing  bell  of  John  Adams,  one 
of  the  two  surviving  presidents  who  had  signed  the 
declaration.  The  other  was  Jefferson;  and  it  was 
soon  after  learned,  that  at  this  same  hour  he,  too, 
had  expired  in  a remote  quarter  of  the  country. 

There  now  remained  only  Carroll  to  survive  his 
followers;  and  he  had  already  reached  extreme  old 
age;  but  he  lived  yet  seven  years  longer,  and,  in 
1832,  at  the  age  of  95,  the  venerable  patriarch  was 
gathered  to  his  fathers. 

THE  LATE  LADY  FLORA  HASTINGS. 

The  following  touching  letter  was  written  by  lady 
Flora  Hastings,  and  addressed  to  her  uncle,  and  by 
him  recently  made  public.  Its  publication  caused 
considerable  sensation. 

From  the  lady  Flora  Elizabeth  Hastings,  to  Hamil- 
ton Fitzgerald,  esq. 

Buckingham  palace,  March  8lh,  1839. 

My  dear  uncle:  Knowing  what  a very  good 

natured  place  Brussels  is,  I have  not  a hope  that 
you  have  not  already  heard  a story  with  which  I am 
told  London  is  ringing;  but  you  shall  at  all  events 
have  (roin  my  own  pen  the  account  of  the  diabolical 
conspiracy  from  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  pre- 
serve the  duchess  of  Kent  and  myself;  for  that  it 
was  intended  to  ruin  the  w’hole  concern,  though  I 
was  to  be  the  first  victim,  I have  no  more  doubt 
than  that  a certain  foreign  lady,  whose  hatred  to  the 
duchess  is  no  secret,  pulled  the  wires,  though  it  has 
not  been  brought  home  to  her  yet. 

I told  you  I was  ill  when  I came  to  town,  having 
been  sulfering  forsome  weeks  from  bilious  derange- 
ment, with  its  disagreeable  accompaniments,  pain  in 
the  side  and  swelling  of  the  stomach.  I placed  ray- 


self  immediately  under  the  care  of  sir  James  Clark, 
who,  being  physician  to  the  duchess  as  well  as  to  the 
queen,  was  the  natural  person  to  consult.  Unfor- 
tunately, he  either  did  not  pay  much  attention  to 
my  aliments,  or  did  not  understand  them,  for,  in 
spite  of  his  medicines,  the  bile  did  not  take  its  de- 
parture. However,  by  dint  of  walking  and  porter 
I gained  a little  strength;  and,  as  I did  so,  the  swel- 
ling subsided  to  a very  remarkable  degree.  You 
may,  therefore,  guess  my  indignant  surpiise  when, 
abouta  fortnight  since,  sir  James  Clark  came  to  my 
room  and  announced  to  me  the  conviction  of  the  la- 
dies of  the  palace  that  I must  be  piivately  married 
— or  at  least  ought  to  be  so;  a conviction  into  which 
I found  completely  talked  over.  In  answer  to  all 
his  exhortations  to  confession,  “as  the  only  means 
of  saving  my  character;”  I returned,  as  you  may 
believe,  an  indignant  but  steady  denial  that  there 
was  any  thing  to  confess.  Upon  which  he  told  me 
that  nothing  but  my  submitting  to  a medical  exami- 
nation would  ever  satisfy  them  and  remove  the  stig- 
ma from  my  name. 

I found  the  subject  had  been  brought  before  the 
queen’s  notice;  and  all  this  had  been  discussed  and 
arranged,  and  denounced  to  me,  without  one  word 
having  been  said  to  my  own  mistress,  one  suspicion 
hinted,  or  her  sanction  obtained  for  their  proposing 
such  a thing  to  me.  From  me,  sir  James  went  to 
the  duchess,  and  announced  conviction  that  I was  in 
the  family-way,  and  was  followed  by  lady  Portman, 
who  conveyed  a message  from  her  majesty  to  her 
mother,  to  say  that  the  queen  would  not  permit  me 
to  appear  till  the  examination  had  decided  matters. 
Lady  Portman,  (who,  and  you  will  grieve  to  hear, 
lady  Tavistock,  are  those  whose  names  are  mention- 
ed as  most  active  against  me),  took  the  opportunity 
of  distinctly  expressing  her  convicrion  of  my  guilt. 
My  beloved  mistress,  who  never  for  one  moment 
doubted  me,  told  them  she  knew  me  and  my  princi- 
ples and  my  family  too  well  to  listen  to  such  a charge. 
However,  the  edict  was  given. 

The  next  day,  having  obtained  the  duchess’s  very 
reluctant  consent,  for  she  could  not  bear  the  idea  of  un- 
being exposed  to  such  a humiliation,  (bull  felt  it 
right  to  her,  and  to  my  family  and  myself,  that  a 
point  blank  refutation  should  be  instantly  given  to 
the  lie),  I submitted  myself  to  the  most  rigid  exa- 
mination, and  I have  the  satisfaction  of  possessing  a 
certificate  signed  by  my  accuser,  sir  James  Clark, 
and  also  by  sir  Charles  Clarice,  stating  as  strongly  as 
language  can  state  it,  that  “there  are  no  grounds  for 
believing,  that  pregnancy  does  exist,  or  ever  has  ex- 
isted.” 

I wrote  to  my  brother,  who,  though  sufferingfrom 
influenza,  came  up  instantly.  It  would  be  too  long 
to  attempt  to  detail  ail  hi3  proceedings,  but  nothing 
could  be  more  manly,  spirited  and  judicious  than 
his  conduct.  He  exacted  and  obtained  from  lord 
Melbourne  a distinct  disavowal  of  his  participation 
in  the  plot,  and  would  not  leave  town  until  he  had 
obtained  an  audience  of  the  queen,  at  which,  while 
distinctly  disclaiming  his  belief  of  any  wish  on  the 
part  of  her  majesty  to  injure  me,  he  very  plainly  but 
respectfully  stated  his  opinions  of  those  who  had 
counselled  her,  and  his  resolution  to  find  out  the  ori- 
ginator of  the  slander,  and  bring  him  or  her  to  pu- 
nishment. 

I am  quite  sure  that  the  queen  does  not  understand 
what  they  betrayed  her  into.  She  has  endeavored 
to  show  her  regret  by  her  civility  to  me,  and  ex- 
pressed it  handsomely  with  tears  in  her  eyes.  The 
duchess  was  present.  A mother  could  not  have  been 
kinder,  and  she  took  up  the  insult  as  a personal  one, 
directed  as  it  was  at  a person  attached  lo  her  service, 
and  devoted  to  her.  She  immediately  dismissed  sir 
James  Clark,  and  refused  to  see  lady  Portman,  and 
would  neither  re-appear,  nor  sillier  me  to  re-appear 
at  the  queen’s  table  for  many  days.  She  has  crown- 
ed her  goodness  by  a most  beautiful  letter  she  has 
written  to  poor  mama,  whom  the  accounts,  kept 
from  her  while  there  was  a hope  that  matters  might 
not  become  public,  would  reach  to-day. 

1 am  told  there  is  but  one  feeling  as  respects  me 
—sympathy  for  the  insult  offered  to  one  whose  very 
name  should  have  been  a protection  to  her,  and  that 
in  many  places  the  feeling  is  loudly  expressed  that 
a public  reparation  should  have  been  ottered  me  by 
the  dismissal  of  the  slanderers.  This  does  not, 
however,  appear  to  be  the  view  of  ministers,  and  as 
personally  I wish  for  no  revenge  on  those  who  have 
insulted  me,  I cannot  say  I much  regret  it,  Ihoiigh  I 
doubt  whether  they  are  quite  judicious  as  respects 
the  general  feeling.  As  respects  parliamentary  ma- 
jorities, they  are,  with  regard  to  the  ladies.  And 
poor  Clark,  who  has  been  the  woman’s  tool,  could 
hardly  be  sacrificed  alone. 

The  duchess  has  stood  by  me  gallantly,  and  I love 
her  better  than  ever.  She  is  the  most  generous- 
souled  woman  possible;  and  such  a heart!  Ttiis  bu- 
siness made  her  very  ill.  It  shattered  rne,  too,  very 
much  and  l am  wretchedly  thin;  but  under  Dr  Cham- 


bers’ good  management,  I am  getting  round,  and 
hope  soon  to  be  well.  Hastings  says  he  lias  not  yet 
done  with  the  business,  nor  ever  will  while  there  is 
any  thing  left  to  sift. 

Good  bye,  my  dear  uncle,  I blush  to  send  you  so 
revolting  a tale,  but  I wished  you  to  know  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth — and  you 
are  welcome  to  tell  it  right  and  left.  Your  affec- 
tionate niece, 

FLORA  ELIZABETH  HASTINGS. 

To  Hamilton  Fitzgerald,  esq.  17  Rue  de  Namur, 
Brussels. 


DOMESTIC  AFFECTION  IN  HIGH  STA- 
TION. 

From  a publication  now  making  in  London,  of 
the  private  correspondence  of  Win.  Pitt,  the  great 
lord  Chatham,  the  following  letters  are  taken,  of 
which  the  remarks  prefixed  will  explain  the  occa- 
sion. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1765,  the  house  met 
again  after  a short  adjournment,  and  on  the  address 
being  moved,  Mr.  Pitt  made  a most  powerful  and 
eloquent  speech,  in  which,  alter  denying  the  consti- 
tutional right  of  the  mother  country  to  tax  her  colo- 
nies for ‘the  support  of  her  domestic  expenditure,  he 
concluded  with  recommending  an  immediate  repeal 
of  the  act  that  had  occasioned  such  complaints. — 
Many  and  vehement  were  the  debates  that  ensued 
on  this  question.  A bill  was,  however,  ultimately 
carried  lor  repealing  the  obnoxious  measure,  and 
on  that  occasion  we  have  the  following  pleasing  let- 
ters between  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  wife: 

Lady  Chatham  to  Mr.  Pitt. 

“ Hayes,  past  9,  Saturday,  Feb.  22,  1776. 

“Joy  to  you,  my  dear  love.  The  joy  of  thou- 
sands is  yours,  under  Heaven,  who  has  crowned 
your  endeavors  with  such  happy  success.  May  the 
Almighty  give  to  mine  and  to  the  general  prayers, 
that  you  may  wake  without  any  increased  gout,  or 
any  cold  that  may  threaten  it,  by  and-by!  I will 
hope  that  Mr.  Onslow  may  have  been  a true  pro- 
phet, and  that  what  you  saw  yesterday,  and  what 
Johnson  tells  me  you  heard,  tiie  gratitude  of  a re- 
scued people,  have  cured  you. 

“I  cannot  tell  you  with  what  pleasure  my  eyes 
opened  upon  the  news.  All  my  feelings  tell  me 
that  I hate  oppression,  and  that  I love  zealously  the 
honor  of  my  dear  husband.  I must  not  be  sorry 
that  I do  not  see  you  to  day;  it  would  be  too  great 
a hurry,  and  it  is  fit  you  should  rejoice  with  those 
that  triumphed  under  you. 

“I  hope  that  little  Hester’s  cough  is  something 
bettei;  much  I cannot  say,  but  as  it  has  begun  to 
yield,  I trust  we  shall  soon  get  the  better  of  it.  She 
and  John  are  by  no  means  indifferent  to  the  news. 
Eager  Mr.  William  l have  not  yet  seen.  A thou- 
sand thanks  for  your  dear  note  of  yesterday.  The 
hounds  are  just  discovered  in  Dock-mead,  and  have 
animated  us  into  a charming  noise;  which  would 
be  inconvenient  if  I had  more  to  add,  than  that  I am 
your  ever  faithful  and  loving  wife, 

CHATHAM. 

“You  will  keep  Smith  as  long  as  you  please,  till 
it  is  convenient  for  you  to  see  him.  I do. not  un- 
derstand the  house  divided  at  half  past  12,  and  your 
not  being  at  home  till  half  past  2.” 

Mr.  Pitt  lo  lady  Chatham. 

February  22,  past  4,  1776. 

“Happy,  indeed,  was  the  scene  of  this  glorious 
morning  (for  at  past  1 we  divided),  when  "the  sun 
of  liberty  shone  once  more  benignly  upon  a coun- 
try too  long  benighted.  My  dear  love,  not  all  the 
applauding  joy  which  the  hearts  of  animated  grati- 
tude, saved  from  despair  and  bankruptcy,  uttered 
in  the  lobby,  could  touch  me  in  any  degree  like  the 
tender  and  lively  delight  which  breathes  in  your 
affectionate  note. 

“All  together,  my  dearest  life,  makes  me  not  ill 
to-day  after  the  immense  fatigue, or  not  feeling  that 
I am  so.  Wonder  not  it  I should  find  myself  in  a 
placid  and  sober  fever,  lor  tumultuous  exultation 
you  know  I think  not  permitted  to  feeble  mortal 
successes;  but  my  delight,  heartfelt  and  solid  as  it 
is,  mustw'ant  its  sw'eetest  ingredient  [if  not  its  very 
essence]  till  I rejoice  with  my  angel,  and  with  her 
join  in  thanksgiving  to  protecting  Heaven,  for  all 
our  happy  deliverance. 

“Thank  you  lor  the  sight  of  Smith:  his  honest 
joy  and  affection  charm  me.  Loves  to  the  sweet 
.babes,  patriotic  or  not;  though  I hope  impetuous 
William  is  not  behind  in  feelings  of  that  kind.  Send 
the  sable  horses,  if  you  please,  so  as  to  be  in  town 
early  to-morrow  morning.  I propose,  and  hope,  to 
execute  my  journey  to  Hayes,  by  11.  Your  ever 
loving  husband,  W.  PITT.” 

The  pride  of  country  and  of  woman’s  affection  in 
the  letter  of  lady  Chatham,  and  the  manly  return 
made  to  such  love  by  her  husband,  are  fairly  illus- 
trated in  those  manifestly  confidential  letters. 


208 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— MAY  25,  1839— CHRONICLE. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  Maine  question.  The  Boston  Advertiser  says 
the  recent  negotiations  for  a resurvey  of  the  line  of 
1783,  will  lead  to  no  favorable  result  unless  the  British 
abandon  the  old  position  set  up,  that  the  bay  of  Fundy, 
into  which  the  St.  John’s  river  enters,  is  not  a part  of 
the  Atlantic  ocean.  If  they  do  it  will  be  very  easy  to 
run  the  line  from  the  monument  at  the  head  of  the  St. 
John’s  to  within  a mile  or  two  of  the  ridges  and  moras- 
ses which  divide  the  sources  of  the  tributaries  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  from  those  of  the  rivers  which  empty  into 
the  Atlantic. 

Lynn,  Mass.  By  a census  just  taken,  the  population 
of  Lynn  amounts  to  9, 038 — being  4-19  less  than  in  1836. 
There  are  now  1,164  houses  and  1,805  families  in  the 
town.  The  late  money  pressure,  and  the  numerous 
large1  failures,  within  two  or  three  years,  which  drove 
many  families  out  of  the  place,  account  for  the  de- 
crease. The  Record  says,  ‘‘It  is  believed  the  town  is 
now  regaining'its  amount  of  population,  which  will  soon 
exceed  that  ol  any  former  period.”  In  1830,  the  popu- 
lation was  5,138 — in  ’35,  8,410 — in ’38, 9,4S7. 

Holland.  The  drainingof  the  celebrated  lake  of  Har- 
lem, so  long  contemplated,  has  at  last  been  decided 
upon  by  the  states  general  of  Holland.  The  expense 
is  estimated  at  eight  millions  of  guilders,  (about  three 
millions  of  dollars).  It  is  like  adding  a new  province  to 
the  country. 

South  Africa.  News  as  late  as  the  14th  of  February 
have  been  received  by  late  arrivals.  The  Dutch  emi- 
grants have  ended  the  war  in  the  Natal  country  by  the 
defeat  of  the  native  chief  Dingoan,  and  the  capture,  of 
his  capital,  called  Umkunlove-  The  natives  lost  3,000 
men  killed,  the  emigrants  none. 

Port  Natal  had  been  taken  possession  of  by  a British 
force,  which  would  hold  it  until  instructions  should  be 
received  from  England.  Martial  law  had  been  pro- 
claimed in  the  port  and  surrounding  territory  for  the 
space  of  two  miles.  [tV.  Y.  Post. 

The  city  of  Albany  has  decided  to  become  a contri- 
butor to  the  Albany  and  west  Stockbridge  rail  road. 
The  question  was  settled  by  the  people  of  that  city  at 
the  polls,  and  a majority  of  more  than  two  thousand 
votes  was  given  in  favor  of  the  project.  The  city  of 
A1  bany  will  now  subscribe  for  the  stock  of  that  rail  road 
t ■ the  amount  of  between  six  and  seven  hundred  thou- 
s . id  dollars. 

A case  was  decided  in  the  superior  court  on  Mon- 
rinv,  which  may  serve  as  a caution  to  men  holding  of- 
ficial situations,  that  trival  carelessness  or  neglect  may 
sometimes  be  attended  with  very  serious  oonsequen- 
,.  ,s.  Wm.  P.  Hallett,  esq.  was  sued  for  the  recovery 
of  a judgment  which  had  been  obtained  against  a Mr. 
Charles 'Morris,  and  the  amount  of  which  had  not  been 
recovered,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Hallett’s  having  over- 
looked,in  examining  the  records  of  the  supreme  court, 
a previous  judgment  against  Morris  for  $15,000  or 
$16,000.  The  amount  for  which  Mr.  11.  now  was  sued 
was  nearly  $4,000,  and  before  the  case  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  jury,  it  was  made  out  so  clear  that  his 
counsel,  in  his  behalf,  consented  to  the  payment  of  it 
with  costs.  [N.  Y.  Transcript- 

Steamboat  Savannah.  We  regret  to  learn  says  the 
Savannah  Georgian,  of  the  20th  inst.  that  this  fine  boat 
broke  her  main  shaft  on  Saturday  evening,  outside  of 
Tybee,  when  in  smooth  water,  carrying  13  inches  of 
steam.  She  came  up,  however,  yesterday,  in  tow  of 
the  Chatham. 

The  regular  trips  of  the  Savannah  steam  packet 
company,  will  not  be  interrupted  by  this  accident,  as 
the  packet  boat  Wm.  Gaston,  capt.  Freeland,  is  en- 
gaged to  take  her  place. 

Georgia.  At  a convention  of  the  ‘state  rights’  par- 
ty,” assembled  a few  days  ago,  for  the  purpose  of  no- 
minating a candidate  to  be  run  for  the  office  of governor 
of  this  state  at  the  ensuing  election,  Charles  Dougher- 
ty received  over  two-thirds  of  the  vote  of  the  delegates, 
and  was  accordingly  nominated  as  the  candidate. 
Upon  this  nomination  the  Georgia  Journal  remarks  as 
follows;  , . , 

“The  hivh  standing  of  judge  Dougherty  in  the  com- 
munity, hTs  moral  worth,  sound  political  principles, 
superior  abilities,  and  gentlemanly  deportment,  will 
effectually  rally  the  party  to  his  support  iu  the  ap- 
proaching contest.  We  fear  not  the  result.” 

Wlii"  stale  convention  in  Connecticut.  The  whigs 
of  Connecticut  in  state  convention  at  Harford  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  (Noyes  Barber,  presiding),  elected  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  to  represent  the  wings  ot  the  stale 
in  the  national  convention  to  be  holden  at  Harrisburg 
in  December  next: 

Charles  Davies,  Wm.  W.  Boardman,  Charles  N. 
Rockwell,  Charles  Hanbly,  Jos.  S.  Gladding,  E.  C. 
Bacon,  Ebenezer  Jackson,  John  S.  Peters. 

This  is  one  member  for  each  senator  and  represen- 
tative of  the  state  in  congress,  (and  being  exactly  one 
member  from  each  county  in  the  state),  and  a substi- 
tute has  been  chosen  by  the  convention,  should  either 
of  these  gentlemen  decline  serving. 

Expedition  to  Oregon.  We  learn  from  the  Peoria 
(Illinois)  Register  of  the  4th  inst.  that  a party  of  twelve 
young  men  left  that  place  on  the  1st,  bound  for  Oregon. 
Upon  reaching  the  Columbia,  the  party  will  proceed  to 
take  possession,  as  Atnerican  citizens  of  the  most  eligi- 
ble points,  and  make  settlements.  These  “claims”(to 
use  a pioneer  phrase)  will  be  held  in  common  by  the 
whole  company,  until  the  title  i3  recognised  by  the 


United  States.  Should  any  of  the  party,  however, 
previously  become  dissatisfied,  he  will  be  at  liberty  to 
leave,  but  his  interest  in  the  possession  thus  claimed 
will  be  forfeited.  The  articles  and  expense  of  the  outfit 


are  as  follows: 

A good  riding  horse,  say  $75'  00 

A rifle,  carrying  ball  from  13  to  42  lb.  15  00 

Brace  of  pistols  lo  00 

Hunting  knife  1 00 

8 1-2  lbs.  po  wder,  with  lead  in  proportion  5 00 

2 woollen  blankets  5 00 

A pack  poney,  to  be  purchased  on  frontier  25  00 

For  contingencies  25  00 


$161  00 

The  Tennessee  Review  gives  an  account  of  a re- 
markable tree  growing  in  Williamson  county,  in  that 
state.  It  is  a peachtree  well  filled  with  fruit,  almost 
every  peach  on  which  is  double,  triple,  and  in  some  in- 
stances quadruple,  closely  joined  together.  There  are 
a few  scattering  ones  on  it,  but  the  larger  portion  are 
double  or  triple.  This  is  the  first  year  it  has  bore  fruit, 
and  rlie  singular  uniformity  of  union  it  exhibits,  says 
the  Review,  beats  any  thing  of  the  kind  within  our  pre- 
vious knowledge. 

Naval.  The  U.  S brig  Dolphin,  lieut.  commandant 
Alexander  Slidell  Mackenzie,  arrived  at  New  York  on 
Friday  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Bahia,  and  last  from  Per- 
nambuco, 26th  April.  Captain  Mackenzie  reports  that 
the. blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres  by  the  French,  continued, 
without  any  prospect  of  a speedy  termination.  All  was 
quiet  at  Rio,  Bahia  and  Pernambuco.  The  following  is 
a list  of  the  officers  of  the  Dolphin: 

Lieutenant  commanding — Alexander  Sidell  Mac- 
kenzie. 

Lieutenants — Francis  Huger,  Wm.  W.  Bleecker, 
John  Rodgers  (acting). 

Purser— A. E.  Watson. 

Assistant  surgeon — James  M.  Minor. 

Passed  midshipman— CharFes  E.  L.  Griffin. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Boxer.  A friend  who  lias  just  re- 
ceived a letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the  U.  S brig 
Boxer,  has  furnished  the  lollowing  list  of  officers  on 
board,  at  Callao,  13th  January: 

W.  C.  Nicholson,  commander. 

B-  F-  Shuttuck,  master,  (doing  1st  lieutenant’s  duty). 

S.  Forrest,  purser. 

S.  W.  Kellug,  assistant  surgeon. 

J-  H.  Sherburne,  passed  midshipman. 

W.  B.  Muse  and  C.  Dews,  midshipmen. 

C.  Jones,  clerk. 

Griffin,  gunner.  [Boston  Times. 

Sailing  of  the  Constitution.  New  York,  May  21.  The 
old  Constitution  frigate  has  left  us.  It  is  said  that  she 
was  visited  by  about  sixty  thousand  persons  during  the 
sixteen  or  eighteen  days  she  was  in  the  harbor,  and  a 
majority  of  the  visiters  were  ladies.  She  has  a crew  of 
abour  500  men,  and  presents  a specimen  of  naval  ar- 
chitecture, and  beautiful  rig  and  neatness  of  arrange- 
ment, which  has  delighted  every  visiter.  She  is  the 
flag-ship  of  the  Pacific  squadron,  and  has  an  apartment 
erected  aft  on  the  spar  deck,  for  the  accommodation  of 
commodore  Claxton. 

The  following  is  a list  of  her  officers: 

Commodore — Alexander  Claxton. 

Staff.  Flag  lieutenant — Franklin  Buchanan. 

Secretary — R.  Ogden  Glover. 

Fleet  surgeon — Thomas  Dillard. 

Captain — Daniel  Turner. 

Lieutenants — E.  W.  Carpender,  Wm.  H.  Kennon, 
R.  R.  Pinkham,  Thompson  D.  Shaw,  William  Smith, 
Peter  Turner. 

Purser — McKean  Buchanan. 

First  lieutenant  of  marines- — J.  C.  Rich- 

Chaplain— J.  P.  B.  Wilmer. 

Acting  master — George  M.  McCreery,  passed  mid- 
shipman. 

Assistant  surgeons— Charles  D.  Maxwell,  Samuel 
Jackson. 

Passed  midshipmen — James  E.  Brown,  Lewis  C. 
Sartori,  Montgomery  Hunt,  Maxwell  Woodhull,  Fran- 
cis S.  Haggerty. 

Midshipmen — W.  C.  B.  S.  Porter,  Silas  Bent,  Henry 
IL  Harrison,  George  II.  Cooper,  John  P.  McFar- 
land, John  H.  M.  Madison,  Richard  T.  Renshaw, 
John  S.  Maurey,  Wm.  H.  McCrohan,  Charles  W. 
Hays,  Aaron  K.  Hughes,  Benjamin  F.  B.  Hunter, 
Henry  N.  T.  Arnold,  Jacob.  F.  Sperry. 

Boatswain — Robert  H.  O’Neal. 

Gunner — Gustavus  Newman. 

Carpenter — John  Cahill. 

Sailmaker — Nathaniel  B.  Peed. 

Purser's  clerk— Wm.  W.  Watkinson. 

The  Gedney  channel—  U.  S.  ship  Constitution,  May 
20,  1839,  Sir:  Having  just  passed  through  the  “Ged- 
ney channel,”  and  viewed  its  advantages  and  reflected 
on  the  great  purposes  to  which  it  is  destined,  I cannot 
but  congratulate  you  on  the  happy  discovery.  A great 
naval  station  and  dry  dock  is  no  longer  a problem. — 
New  Y ork  must  possess  both,  if  politicians  are  not 
blind  to  the  true  interests  of  the  country.  Respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  Alexander  Claxton. 

Ijieutenant  Gedney. 

[The  Constitution  easily  got  out  through  this  chan- 
nel, with  a neap  tide,  and  23  1-2  feet  of  water  on  the 
bar.  W e hope  the  suggestion  of  commodore  Claxton 
will  be  attended  to.]  [New  York  Express. 

Encampment.  We  learn  from  the  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle  that,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  defect 


existing  in  the  army  in  regard  to  brigade  and  regimen- 
tal evolutions — a defect  resulting  both  from  the  small 
number  of  soldiers  composing  the  army,  and  from 
their  necessarily  scattering  position— “it  has  been  de- 
termined to  form  an  encampment  during  the  ensuing 
summer;  and  preliminary  steps  have  been  taken  as  to 
the  location.  After  examining  the  various  sites  thought 
to  be  eligible,  the  race  ground  near  Trenton,  New  Jer- 
sey, has  been  selected  as  possessing  most  advantages. 
Major  Mackay,  quartermaster,  and  lieut.  J.  E.  John- 
ston, of  the  topographical  engineers,  have  been  direct- 
ed to  lay  out  the  ground  for  encampment. 

"It  is  probable  that  from  one  to  three  regiments  will 
be  collected  at  this  encampment.  The  4th  regiment 
of  artillery,  just  returned  from  Florida,  will  be  the  first 
on  the  ground.”  [Nat.  Int. 

The  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  those  in  the 
interior  of  that  state  have  renewed  the  arrangement 
formerly  made  by  them,  by  which  the  notes  of  the  lat- 
ter institutions  will  be  redeemed  by  the  city  banks.  In 
speaking  of  this  measure,  so  advantageous  to  the 
whole  community,  the  New  York  Courier  says: 

“Next  to  good  morals  and  good  government  is  a good 
currency — and  we  could  wish  that  every  state  in  our 
union  was  as  well  off  in  this  respect  as  the  state  of 
New  York. 

Mr.  Prieur,  who  recently  sailed  for  England  for  the 
purpose  of  negotiating  certain  loans  for  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  has  written  home  that  he  finds  it  impossible 
to  accomplish  the  object  of  his  mission. 

The  following  short  sentence  of  advice  by  William 
Penn  should  be  kept  in  mind  by  all  young  persons  who 
are  thinking  of  committing  matrimony: — Never  marry 
but  for  love,  but  see  thou  love  what  is  lovely. 

The  crops.  The  Cumberhnd  Alleganian,  Harris- 
burg Reporter  and  Columbia  Spy  all  contain  highly 
favorable  accounts  of  the1  condition  o£  the  growing 
crops. 

We  copy  with  much  satisfaction  the  following  arti- 
cle from  the  Frederick  Examiner  of  Saturday: 

The  season.  Every  thing  now  betokens  one  of  the 
most  abundant  harvests  which  have  been  known  for 
many  years  in  this  section  of  the  country.  The  val- 
leys oi  “old  Frederick”  fairly  laugh  again  with  joy,  as 
the  wheat  fields  wave  their  smiling  tops  beneath  the 
passing  breeze. 

The  wheat  promises  most  fairly,  and  is  now  so  far 
advanced,  it  is  hoped,  as  to  be  beyond  the  casualties  to 
which  it  is  so  often  subject  in  its  earlier  stages,  and  it 
will  probably  be  ripened  so  early  as  to  secure  it  from 
the  danger  of  rust,  to  which  it  is  sometimes  liable  at  a 
later  period.  The  harvest,  itis  thought,  will  be  at  least 
from  ten  days  to  two  weeks  earlier  than  usual,  as  the 
wheat  is  already  beginning  to  head.  From  the  Mid- 
dletown valley,  some  heads  have  been  shown  to  us 
more  than  a week  ago.  We  are  informed  by  a gentle- 
man who  rode  through  the  county,  and  who  may  be 
considered  as  qualified  to  form  a correct  opinion,  that, 
in  his  estimation,  the  crop  here  will  be  at  least  one- 
tourth  more  this  year,  than  it  has  been  for  the  last 
twenty  years.  Truly  have  the  farmers  cause  to  give 
thanks  to  a kind  Providence  for  the  glorious  prospect 
of  a bountiful  yield  of  the  earth,  and  to  rejoice  in  the 
rich  return  they  are  about  to  receive  for  their  labors. 

Important  decision.  The  chancellor  of  the  state  of 
New  York  has  recently  decided  that  if  it  is  a part  of 
an  agreement  for  the  loan  of  money,  that  the  borrow- 
er shall  take  uncurrent  bills  at  a higher  rate  than  their 
actual  value  in  cash  or  current  funds,  the  loan  is  usu- 
rious. That  where  a loan  is  secured  by  the  transfer  of 
stock,  with  a stipulation  that  the  lender  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  taking  a part  thereof  in  full  satisfaction  of 
the  loan — the  parties,  at  the  time  of  the  agreement,  an- 
ticipating a great  increase  in  the  value  of  the  stock — 
the  transaction  is  usurious.  That  whenever  the  lender 
stipulates  even  for  the  chance  of  an  advantage  beyond 
the  legal  interest,  the  contract  is  usurious,  if  he  is  en- 
titled, by  the  agreement,  to  have  the  money  lent  with 
the  interest  thereon,  repaid  to  him  at  all  events. 

[Chronicle. 

Robbery  of  the  express  mail.  Slips  from  Nashville, 
Term,  of  Saturday,  12th  inst.  furnish  the  intelligence 
of  an  extensive  robbery  of  the  express  mail.  The 
Union  thus  describes  the  circumstance: 

The  N.  Orleans  packet  of  the  ISth  April,  due  at  this 
city  on  the  2d  of  the  same  month  was  missing  from  the 
bag.  The  most  searching  inquiry  was  instituted  forth- 
with by  gen.  Armstrong,  who  ascertained  that  the  mail 
came  witli  usual  regularity  as  far  as  Murfreesborough. 
Envelopes  of  mail  packages  were  subsequently  found 
near  the  rider’s  stand,  about  20  miles  from  this  city — - 
and  from  these  circumstances  and  collateral  informa- 
tion gathered  by  Mr.  Tucker,  the  postmaster  of  Sle- 
wartsborough,  with  Mr.  J.  H.  Hough,  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  line,  Mr.  Colwell,  his  agent,  went  in 
pursuit  of  a young  rider  by  the  name  of  Wm.  Gill, 
whom  they  suspected  of  having  committed  the  depre- 
dation. They  proceeded  to  his  residence  near  Mur- 
freesborough  yesterday,  and  charged  him  with  the  com- 
mission of  the  crime  in  a manner  that  induced  him  to 
make  a full  confession  of  his  guilt,  and  give  up  the 
property  of  which  he  had  rifled  the  mail. 

Gill  was  committed  to  jail  for  trial,  in  September 
next. 

The  amount  of  bills  of  exchange,  cheeks,  &c.  re- 
covered, is  about  $120,000;  together  with  the  letters 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  district  attorney  at  Nash- 
ville. 
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Official.  We  Copy  the  following  from  the 
Globe  of  Tuesday  night. 

Department  of  state,  May  27,  1839. 

Information  having  been  received  at  this  depart- 
ment of  the  payment  by  the  government  of  the 
Nethei lands,  into  the  hands  of  the  bankers  of  the 
United  States  at  London,  to  the  credit  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  of  the  sum  of  sixty-two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars,  in  satis- 
faction of  the  claims  preferred  against  it,  in  behalf 
of  the  owners  and  other  persons  interested,  in  the 
case  of  the  ship  Mary  of  Baltimore,  capt.  Phillips, 
and  cargo,  captured  in  1800,  by  the  French  priva- 
teer Renominee,  carried  into  Curacoa,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds appropriated  to  the  use  of  that  colony. 

This  is  to  give  notice  to  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  the  person  interested  can  apply  at  the  treasury 
department,  for  the  puipose  of  entering  into  the 
necessary  arrangements,  to  enable  them  to  receive 
their  respective  portions  of  the  proceeds  of  said 
claim. 

The  quo  warranto  case.  The  pleadings 
had  and  other  proceedings  before  the  supreme  court 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  quo  warranto  case  of  judge 
Darlington,  of  Chester,  and  arrested  before  the  de- 
cision was  had,  by  the  death  of  judge  D.  are  not, 
it  seems,  to  be  labor  lost.  The  Harrisburg  Key- 
stone  has  commenced  the  publication  of  a report  of 
the  case  embracing  the  argument  of  counsel,  pro 
and  con.  And  although  judgment  was  arrested,  in 
the  original  case,  by  the  death  of  judge  Darlington, 
the  whole  matter,  it  is  said,  will  be  revived  in  the 
case  of  judge  Collin3,  of  Lancaster,  whose  commis- 
sion being  issued  under  similar  circumstances,  must 
possess  the  same  measure  of  validity  as  that  of 
judge  Darlington;  and  the  argument  and  “law  of 
the  case”  brought  to  bear  in  the  one  case,  must 
necessarily  be  applicable  in  the  other. 

The  judges  in  question,  “let  go  to  take  a better 
hold  of  their  office,”  and  the  difficulties,  as  to  the  va- 
lidity or  invalidity  of  the  new  commissions,  granted 
to  them  by  the  executive  of  the  state,  arise  out  of 
the  various  construction  put  upon  certain  sections 
of  the  amended  constitution  of  Pennsylvania.  If 
the  intention  of  the  framers  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  construction  of  the  fundamental  law,  it 
inighf  be  supposed  that  some  advantage  would  be 
gained  to  that  end,  from  the  circumstance,  that 
three  of  the  four  counsel  who  argued  (he  case,  pro 
and  con,  before  the  supreme  court,  were  members 
ol  the  convention  which  formed  the  “amended” 
constitution,  which  gives  rise  to  the  case.  But 
the  intention  of  the  law  must  be  gathered  from  the 
letter  of  the  law.  [ Balt.  Patriot. 


Antt -masonic  electoral  ticket  FOR  PENN 
sylvania.  The  antiraasonic  convention,  recenlh 
in  session  at  Harrisburg,  adopted  the  following  a 
their  electoral  ticket,  pledged  to' suppoit  genera 
Harrison  for  president  and  Daniel  Webster  lor  vie* 
"resident: 

) senatorial 
S electors. 


John  Andrew  Shultz,  Lycoming, 
Joseph  Ritner,  Cumberland, 


Levis  Passmore, 
Cadwallader  Evans, 
Charles  Waters, 
Jonathan  Gillingham, 
John  K.  Zeilin, 

David  Potts, 

Amos  Ellmaker, 

John  Harper, 

Joseph  H.  Snayd, 
Peter  Filbert, 

Robert  Slinson, 

Win.  Hendric, 

J.  Jenkins  Ross, 


Nathan  Beach, 

George  Walker, 
bier  Middleswarlh, 

John  Reed, 

McKeehan, 

Bernard  Connelly, 

Buffington, 

Gen.  Markle, 

Fordyce, 

Joseph  Henderson, 

Hon.  Harmer  Denny, 

Montgomery, 

Gen.  John  Dick, 

William  Mcllvaine. 

The  name  of  the  elector  from  Adams  and  Franl 
lin  has  not  been  received. 


Connecticut  whig  convention.  We  copy 
the  following  Irom  the  Boston  Courier  of  the  13lh 
ult. 

. “O'1  Wednesday  next  a whig  convention  is  to  be 
held  at  Hartford,  to  appoint  delegates  to  a national 
whig  convention  which  will  assemble  at  Harrisburg 
in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  in  December  next,  for 
iepurpo3e  of  nominating  candidates  for  president 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  the  state 
convention  will  be  composed  of  delegates  from  the 
Vol.  VI.—Sig.  14. 


several  towns,  equal  to  the  number  of  representa- 
tives which  the  towns  are  entitled  to  in  the  general 
assembly.  The  Hartford  Courant  thinks  it  would 
be  inexpedient  for  the  convention  to  express  any 
partiality  for  any  individual  candidate  lest  it  might 
embarrass  the  action  of  the  convention  when  as- 
sembled at  Hsrrisburg.” 

Virginia  election.  To-day  the  great  battle 
is  fought  in  Virginia,  between  the  loco  focos  and 
the  loco-foco-Ritchie-conservatives  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  whigs  and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Rives  upon 
the  other.  There  depend  upon  the  result,  a United 
States  senator  and  a governor  to  be  chosen  by  the 
legislature,  and  twenty-one  members  of  congress. 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  congressional 
candidates.  Those  in  small  capitals  are  state 
rights  sub-treasury  men,  those  in  italics  are  conser- 
vatives, and  those  with  an  asterisk  were  members 
of  the  last  congress. 


Loco  focos,  <$-c. 
Joel  Holleman, 

F rancis  F.  Rives,* 
John  W.  Jones,* 

G.  C.  Dromgoole,* 
Daniel  A.  Wilson, 
Walter  Coles,* 
.Archibald  Stuart,* 

(No  opposition), 
Robert  O.  Grayson, 
Francis  W.  Scott, 

Wm.  Selden, 

Wh.  F.  Gordon, 

Linn  Banks,* 

Wm.  T.  T.  Mason, 
Wm.  Lucas, 

Green  B.  Samuel, 
Robert  Craig,* 

John  B.  George, 
Andrew  Beirne,* 
Joseph  Johnson,* 
Wilson  K.  Shinn, 

21  Thos.  S.  Haymcnd,  Lewis  Steenrod. 

The  Richmond  Whig  and  the  Richmond  Enquir- 
er, the  respective  organs  of  the  two  parties,  have 
both  expressed  the  most  confident  hopes  of  complete 
triumph. 

The  Whig  counts  on  the  election  of  ten  whig 
and  two  conservative  members  of  congress  to  nine 
administration.  It  hopes  for  a gain  of  two  or  three 
in  the  senate,  but  not  enough  to  overbalance  (he 
strong  administration  majority.  In  the  house  of 
delegates,  it  claims  seventy-seven  whig,  eleven  Rives 
conservative,  and  seven  doubtful,  leaving  but  thirty- 
nine  certain  for  (he  administration.  Tile  Enquirer, 
on  the  other  hand,  expects  fifteen  fory  members  of 
congress;  it  calculates  on  no  change  in  the  senate; 
and  puts  down  sixty  eight  certain  administration 
and  nineteen  doubtful  of  the  house  of  delegates, 
leaving  but  forty-seven  for  the  whigs  and  conserva- 
tives. A few  days  will  tell  the  story. 


Districts.  IVhigs,  fyc. 
1.  Francis  Mallory,* 

2 James  W.  Pegram, 
(No  candidate), 
Thomas  S.  Gholson, 
John  T.  Hill, 
Vincent  Witcher, 
Wm.  L.  Goggin, 

8 Henry  A.  Wise,* 

9 John  Taliaferro,* 

It)  R.  M.T.  Hunter,* 

1 1 John  M.  Botls, 

12  James  Garland,* 

13  Daniel  F.  Slaughter, 

14  Charles  F.  Mercer,* 

15  Richd.  W.  Barton, 
](>  David  Steele, 

17  S.  McD.  Moore, 

18  Geo.  W.  Hopkins,* 

19  Pierre  B.  Wethered, 

20  Geo.  D.  Camden, 


Latest  from  Florida.  Our  attentive  corres- 
pondent has  furnished  ns  with  the  following  late 
news  per  steamboat  Florida. 

Garey’s  Ferry , May  17,  1839. 

Dear  sir: — Every  thing  is  going  on  well  and 
smoothly  in  the  negociation  line,  and  in  a very  short 
time  I expect  to  be  able  to  apprise  you  of  the  suc- 
cessful termination  of  gen.  Macomb’s  mission. — 
Col.  Harney  arrived  from  the  south  a few  days  ago, 
bringing  with  him  a very  important  chief  of  the 
MicasuUee  tribe,  he  with  fourteen  others,  came  to 
colonel  H.  whilst  on  the  southern  coast,  and  says 
the  Indians  are  anxious  for  peace,  and  will  gladly 
accede  to  the  general’s  terms.  Gen.  Jones  (Sam) 
says  that  if  he  comes  in,  it  will  be  after  peace  is 
made,  and  every  thing  settled.  Coacoche  enlertains 
and  expresses  the  same  opinion.  Several  Indians 
have  also  visited  the  general,  at  Fort  King,  and  pro- 
mised to  bring  in  more.  Murders  committed  by 
straggling  parties  of  Indians  may  slill  be  heard  of, 
but  as  soon  as  the  news  of  our  wish  to  make  peace 
is  known  to  all,  no  danger  even  of  this  kind  is  to  be 
apprehended.  [Savannah  Georgian. 

The  St.  Augustine  correspondent  of  the  Charles- 
ton Courier,  under  date  of  the  24th  May,  writes  as 
follows — “two  chiefs  arrived  last  evening  in  the  Isis, 
Irom  Key  Biscayne.  They  are  on  their  way  to  Fort 
King  in  order  to  have  an  interview  with  gen.  Ma- 
comb. Several  Micasukees  with  a sub-chief  have 


recently  come  in  at  the  latter  post,  and  it  is  probable 
that  they  will  soon  come  to  some  arrangement,  by 
which  all  difficulty  will  be  settled.  It  is  not  certain 
that  the  Indians  will  consent  to  emigrate,  but  the 
most  powerful  means  of  inducing  them  to  this,  are 
evidently  to  hold  out  to  them  prospects  of  remaining 
in  the  territory.  This  course  appears  to  be  follow- 
ed.” 

From  the  St.  Augustine  News,  18 th  inst. 

Sam  Jones  (Apiaka)  sent  in  a deputation  of  about 
20  Indians  to  lieut.  col.  Harney,  at  Key  Biscayne,  in 
consequence  of  an  interview  with  the  runners  sent 
into  the  enemy’s  camp  by  order  of  gen.  Macomb. — 
Apiaka  would  have  come  in  proper  person,  but  sent 
a very  polite  apology  to  col.  Harney,  in  explanation 
of  his  absence.  Sam  is  a wag  in  his  own  way. — 
Chittee  Emathla  (spake  lawyer)  and  Ochee  Hajo 
(mad  gnat,)  are  the  representatives  of  the  tribe  Se- 
minole proper,  and  accompanied  col.  Harney  in  the 
steamer  Isis  on  their  way  to  Foit  King.  They  are 
of  Sam  Jones’ party,  and  have  been  sent  by  him  to 
communicate  with  the  general-in-chief. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  an  order  issued 
lo  the  commanders  of  districts,  &.c.  respecting  the 
enemy,  under  date  of  9th  instant,  from  head  quarters 
at  Fort  King: 

“Major  general  Macomb  having  invited  the  hos- 
tile Indians  to  visit  him  at  Fort  King,  and  they  hav- 
ing already  shewn  their  willingness  to  do  so,  directs 
that  all  scouting  and  active  hostile  operations  be  sus- 
pended until  further  orders.  If  it  be  necessary  to 
pass  from  one  post  lo  another,  or  to  move  about  in 
the  vicinity  of  a station,  the  officers  and  soldiers  so 
engaged  will  be  instructed  to  keep  in  the  road, 
which  the  Indians  will  understand  to  be  for  a friend- 
ly purpose,  and  not  to  molest  or  destroy  them.” 

The  express  rider  between  Fort  Fanning  and 
Fort  White,  was  fired  upon  by  Indians  on  the  9th 
inst.  He  escaped,  with  loss  of  horse  and  accoutre- 
ments. 

From  Fort  King  of  the  9th  inst.  we  learn  that  a 
Micasukee  sub-chief  came  in  at  that  post,  accom- 
panied by  seven  warriors,  and  held  a long  talk  with 
gen.  Macomb.  He  seemed  delighted  with  the  pros- 
pect of  peace  and.  said  he  would  return  in  a few  days 
with  his  whole  camp,  consisting  of  upwards  of  one 
hundred,  and  also  that  he  would  send  runners  in  all 
directions  to  collect  the  “scattered  tribes.”  The 
general  treated  them  with  great  kindness.  When 
they  are  all  in,  it  is  the  general’s  intention  to  offer 
them  a pecuniary  inducement  to  leave  the  country 
■ — a bounty  to  each  individual.  They  seemed  to  be 
greatly  taken  w ith  the  geneial’s  natural  kindness  of 
manner. 

Indian  murders.  The  following:  note  is  en- 
dorsed on  the  express  way-bill  from  Columbus, 
Georgia,  under  date  of  Wednesday  last,  the  15th 
inst.  It  is  fiom  the  postmaster  at  that  place: 

The  steamer  Siren,  arrived  this  evening  from 
Apalachicola,  brings  information  of  a horrible  mas- 
sacre committed  by  a party  of  Indians,  on  Friday 
night  last,  on  the  Apalachicola  liver,  about  50  miles 
below  the  Chattalioochie  and  Flint.  Seven  oreight 
individuals  of  both  sexes  were  murdered  and  their 
bodies  burned.  The  Siren  stopped  at  the  spot  on 
Sunday,  and  the  crew  and  passengers  interred  the 
remains  of  the  murdered. 


Mexico.  Bv  the  schooner  Watchman,  which  sail- 
ed from  Metamoras  on  the  7th  inst.  we  learn  that  the 
government  still  retain  possession  of  that  place.  It 
is  garrisoned  with  only  three  hundred  troops,  the 
rest  having  marched  to  join  Buslamente.  Nothing 
certain  was  knowm  of  the  movements  of  the  fede- 
ralists, excepting  such  accounts  as  have  reached  us 
by  previous  arrivals.  The  W.  has  on  board  $ 21,587 
in  specie.  • [A.  O.  Bulletin,  107 h. 

The  Mexican  schooner  Vera  Cruzana,  arrived 
here  on  Salurday  evening,  brings  dates  from  Tem- 
pico  to  the  8th  instant.  From  verbal  information 
iiom  the  captain  we  learn,  that  Bustamente  is  yet 
encamped  at  about  ten  or  fifteen  leagues  from  the 
city,  waiting  for  re-inforcements.  The  exact  posi- 
tion of  generals  Mexia  and  Urrea  is  not  known;  but 
it  is  believed  they  are  in  Puebla  or  its  neighborhood, 
at  the  head  of  about  2,000  men.  Tampico  is  well 
fortified,  with  a garrison  between  500  and  1,000  men. 
The  government  forces  are  stated  to  muster  near 
3,000  men.  [A.  O.  Com.  Bui.  May  20. 
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Central  America.  Extract  of  a letter  from 
Truxillo,  April  2!),  1839.  The  political  horizon  of 
this  county  is  again  cloudy  and  most  gloomy.  Civil 
war  has  again  broken  out  and  it  is  difficult  to  fore- 
see when  it  may  end.  The  states  of  Costa  Rica, 
Nicaragua  and  Hunduras  having  pronounced  them- 
selves independent  of  the  federation,  and  for  a re- 
form of  the  whole  political  system,  the  hostile  par- 
ties have  already  met  twice  in  the  state  of  St  Sal- 
vador, and  both  been  routed  in  the  respective  bat- 
tles. Morazan  is  no  longer  president,  his  term 
having  expired,  but  continues  as  generalissimo  of 
the  armies  of  the  republic,  and  now  at  the  head  of 
the  federal  troops.  Contributions  have  already  be- 
gun— trade  is  very  dull,  and  should  it  be  likely  that 
this  state  of  things  will  continue  much  longer,  we 
may  be  induced  to  leave  the  country  together. 

IN.  Y.  Gaz. 

A new  congress  of  Panama.  The  annexed 
extracts  from  a late  number  of  the  “Diario  del  Go- 
bierno,”  the  government  journal  of  Mexico,  show 
that  a congress,  or  amphyetionic  council  of  plenipo- 
tentiaries, fiom  all  the  republics  of  Spanish  Ameri- 
ca, is  still  contemplated  by  the  statesman  of  those 
countries.  One  of  the  questions  to  be  submitted  at 
the  next  session  of  the  Mexican  congress,  is  a treaty 
now  pending  for  the  meeting  of  the  American  as- 
sembly, or  congress.  Mr.  Gorostiza,  the  secretary 
for  foreign  affairs,  presented  a memoir  to  the  late 
congress  of  Mexico,  upon  this  subject  from  which 
we  extract. 

“ Venezuela,  New  Greneda,  Ecuador,  Brazil,  Chili, 
Peru  and  Bolivia. 

Nothing  important  has  occurred  in  our  relations 
with  these  states.  The  difficulty  of  communicat- 
ing with  the  first,  and  the  fratricidal  war  in  which 
the  three  last  are  engaged,  have  not  allowed  our 
minister  in  Lima  to  correspond  with  the  former,  or 
to  fulfil  in  relation  to  the  others,  the  truly  American 
mission  with  which  he  was  charged.  II'  the  go- 
vernments in  this  fair  section  of  the  globe,  shall 
unite  and  direct  their  efforts  to  the  establishment  of 
a system  of  external  politics,  founded  on  justice, 
and  sustained  by  the  union  of  all,  then  will  they 
understand  their  mutual  interests.  Then,  and  not 
till  then,  will  they  secure  from  foreign  nations  the 
consideration  which  they  demand,  and  which,  if 
perchance,  they  have  not  enjoyed,  has  resulted 
alone  from  seperation  and  disunion. 

To  effect  this  important  object,  the  meeting  of 
the  general  American  congress,  should  be  effected  as 
early  as  practicable  This  was  a conception  of  the 
immortal  Boliver,  and  one  of  those  sublime  ideas 
which  genius  like  his  alone  can  conceive.  This 
government  will  co-operate  towards  such  a desira- 
ble end,  and  will,  with  earnestness,  invite  the  other 
sister  republic  to  unite  in  the  proposed  congress, 
through  its  representatives.” 

Senor  Don  Juan  de  Dios  Canedo,  minister  of 
Mexico,  at  Lima,  in  a state  despatch  to  the  Peru 
Bolivian  secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  alludes  to  this 
subject: 

“From  the  political  convulsions  which  have  agi- 
tated us,  destroying  the  prosperity  of  our  people, 
and  the  stability  of  our  institutions,  the  intimate 
conviction  arises,  that  the  new  states  should  hasten 
the  installation  of  the  great  American  assembly. 
The  opinion  is  universal,  that  this  is  the  only  ef- 
fective antidote  to  the  general  calamities  of  the 
continent.  [Globe. 

Wheat  and  corn  culture  in  Maine  and 
Massachusetts.  In  Maine,  the  aggregate  is  as 
follows: — Wheat,  1.107,849  bushels — bounty  on 
wheat,  $87,352  30 — corn,  1,630,996  bushels  in  (he 
ear — bounty  on  corn,  $66,628  SO.  WThole  bounty 
on  wheat  and  corn  $153,981  10.  In  Massachu- 
setts, raised  last  year  97,195  bushels  of  wheat — 
Maine  1,010,654  bushels  more  than  that  state.  The 
little  county  of  Kennebec — little  in  point  of  terri- 
tory— produced  125,933  bushels,  being  2S,738  bush- 
els more  than  the  whole  state  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Maine  Farmer  adds  to  the  above  estimates 
the  following: 

The  gross  amount  of  wheat  and  corn  would  not 
be  less  than  2,000,000  bushels,  which  with  500,000 
bushels  of  rye,  buckwheat,  barley,  &c.  afford  four 
bushels  of  bread  stuffs  to  every  inhabitant  of  the 
state.  If  to  all  this  we  add  the  potatoes,  ruta  baga, 
and  other  roots  that  enter  into  the  food  of  man,  who 
will  say  that  Maine  cannot  raise  her  own  bread? — • 
Take  now  into  the  account  the  lumber,  fish,  lime, 
granite,  hay,  oats,  beef,  pork,  horses,  wool,  mutton, 
cider,  apples,  &c.  &c.  which  we  produce  and  ex- 
port in  great  quantities,  and,  saying  nothing  of  the 
business  and  wealth  produced  by  manufactures  and 
commerce — is  there  any  reason  in  the  world  why 
Maine  should  not  soon  be  the  most  populous  and 
the  richest  state  in  New  England?  She  i3  coming 
to  this  condition  most  rapidly.” 


Michigan  wheat.  The  Cleveland  Herald  of 
Tuesday,  21st  instant,  say:  “Michigan  is  turning 
out  not  only  a good  quantity  but  a good  quality  of 
wheat.  The  brig  Neptune,  captain  Signs,  brought 
down  yesterday  a full  cargo  from  St.  Josephs,  des- 
tined for  Butfalo.  A gentleman  has  left  a sample 
with  us,  which  he  pronounced  better  than  any 
Ohio  wheat  brought  to  this  place,  and  urges  upon 
our  Ohio  farmers  the  necessity  of  taking  more 
pains  with  their  seed,  or  the  farmers  of  Michigan 
will  take  the  lead.  The  sample  is  very  superior — 
large,  plump  and  bright  berry. 


Trade  of  the  New  York  canals.  That 
some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  magnitude  of  thi3 
trade,  we  mention  the  following  fact. 

In  the  early  part  of  (his  month  a break  occurred 
in  the  Erie  canal,  between  Schenectady  and  Utica, 
which  took  nearly  three  days  to  repair.  During 
this  short  time,  a line  of  boats  collected  on  the 
canal  of  over  four  miles  in  extent. 

To  show  the  foundation  on  which  this  immense 
trade  rests,  we  mention  the  following  items  (offi- 
cial, 1335)  of  the  value  of  the  annual  industry  of 
the  state  of  New  York.  [ N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 


Flour,  from  2,051  gristmills, 

Lumber,  from  6,943  saw  mills, 
Leather,  fiom  412  tanneries. 

Iron,  from  293  iron  works. 

Woollens,  from  234  woollen  factories. 
Woollens,  from  865  fulling  mills, 
1,061  carding  machines 
Cottons,  111  cotfon  factories, 

Ditto,  15  drying  and  printing  ditto, 
Spirits,  337  distilleries, 

Beer,  94  breweries, 

Iron,  141  triphammers. 

Pot  and  peal  ashes,  693  asheries. 
Cordage,  63  rope  factories, 

Glass,  13  glass  factories, 

Paper,  70  paper  mills, 

Oil  mills,  clove  mills,  &c. 

Woollen,  linen  and  cotton  made  in 


$20,140,000 

6,880,000 

5.595.000 

4.349.000 

2.433.000 

2.894.000 

2.651.000 

3.030.000 

2.465.000 

3.098.000 

1.381.000 

393.000 

726.000 

980.000 

448.000 

685.000 

489.000 


faimilies,  8,732,973  yards, 


2,029.000 


$60,669,000 

The  canal  breakers.  All  Ihe  breakers  in  the 
canal  are  now  repaired,  and  the  boats  are  passing 
with  great  rapidity.  Not  less  than  fifty  arrived  in 
Utica,  from  the  east,  on  Tuesday;  and  an  equal 
number  passed  down.  It  is  estimated,  by  expe- 
rienced boatmen,  that,  by  Friday  morning,  every 
boat  which  has  been  detained,  by  the  heavy  break 
at  Frankfort,  will  have  passed  on,  and  this,  too, 
despite  the  humbug  panic  article  of  the  Argus, 
about  a “fortnight’s'”  delay. 

The  break  which  occurred  near  the  Frankfort 
break,  on  Sunday*  although  somewhat  extensive, 
was,  we  understand,  repaired  in  about  twelve 
hours.  It  occurred  at  a point  where  the  work  of 
enlargement  has  been  carried  on  during  the  winter; 
and  where  for  the  purpose  of  wheeling  out  the 
earth,  the  old  embankment  had  been  removed,  and 
then  rebuilt  with  large  lumps  of  hard  frozen  earth. 

It  is  this  species  of  gross  carelessness,  and  not 
the  “mismanagement”  of  the  whig  superinten- 
dents, which  has  caused  the  break,  of  which  so 
much  complaint  has  been  made. 

[ Rochester  Democrat. 

Lumber  trade.  It  is  generally  known  that  the 
lumber  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  her  North 
American  colonies  is  of  great  importance,  but  we 
are  disposed  to  think  that  very  few  are  aware  of  its 
extent.  From  a statistical  table  of  the  wrecks  on 
shore  and  at  sea,  and  the  number  of  crews  lost  be- 
tween the  years  1834  and  183S  inclusive,  it  appears 
that  of  wrecks  on  shore  there  were  66;  at  sea  163; 
and  of  crews  lost  or  never  heard  from,  73.  Of 
how  great  importance  and  extent  must  be  a com- 
merce the  current  losses  of  which  are  so  great,  and 
of  what  value  must  the  intercourse  be.  if  in  other 
departments  of  trade  the  losses  bear  any  thing  ap- 
proaching to  a comparison  with  this  single  branch. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  great  as 
this  trade  certainly  is,  its  advantages,  with  perhaps 
tjie  exception  of  those  of  the  lumber  trade,  do  not 
accrue  to  the  government  of  the  mother  country, 
the  expenses  of  these  colonial  establishments  being 
such  as  to  overrun  very  far  any  receipts  from 
them.  If  we  are  not  mistaken,  the  estimate  of 
cost  and  profit  stands  as  three  to  seven,  or  in  other 
words,  whilst  the  receipts  to  the  customs,  &c.  are 
£3,000,000,  the  outlays  amount  to  £7,000,000. 
There  are  certainly  advantages  accruing,  but  they 
are  incidental  in  their  character,  such  as  the  nursery 
furnished  for  seamen,  the  depository  afforded  for  sur- 
plus population,  and  Ihe  field  opened  to  individual 
enterprise.  These  are  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion, and  constitute  an  inducement  for  keeping  up 


relations  which  in  a mere  money  point  ot  view  are 
not  worthy  of  being  preserved.  So  far  as  the  co- 
lonies are  concerned,  their  dependent  condition  re- 
lieves them  of  burthens  which  should  they  ever  at- 
tain the  position  of  independent  sovereignties,  will 
be  found  very  onerous.  [Bali.  Amer. 


Commerce  of  New  Orleans.  The  collector 
of  the  port  of  New  Orleans  has  furnished  the  edi- 
tors of  the  Louisianian  with  the  following  state- 
ment, showing  the  quantity  or  value  of  some  of  the 
leading  articles  of  imports  into  that  port  during  the 
year  3833. 
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Coffee, 

Cocoa, 

Almonds, 

Raisins, 

Wool,  value  under8c.pr.lb 
Glass  ware,  plain  and  cut, 

Slates, 

Sugar,  brown, 
white 

Iron,  brazier’s  rods, 

1 sheet  and  hoop, 

: rolled, 

: hammered, 

Salt, 

Silk  goods. 

Linens,  bleach’d  and  linbleach’d 
Blankets  costing  over  75  c.  each 
under  75  cts.  each, 

Cotton  goods, 

Brandy  fruits, 

Millinery, 

Ready  made  clothing, 

¥711163  of  all  sorts, 

Brandy, 

Jas.  W.  Breedlove,  collector 
Collector's  office,  Neiv  Orleans,  May  37,  1839. 


p.  f 21,708,044  lbs. 

£.  1 575,000  “ 

230.000  “ 
1,272,700  “ 

145,650  “ 

220,600  “ 
1,009  tons. 
4,500,000  lbs. 
3,376,726  “ 
31,232  “ 
363,700  “ 

cwt.  153,478  2 16  “ 

“ 5,198  0 22  “ 

634,500  bush, 
value  $202,000 
$594,500 
$104,000 
$1,747 
$50  009 
$45,000 
$105,000 
$120,000 
2,000,000  galls. 

105.000 


Iowa.  The  commissioners  appointed  to  locale, 
under  the  act  of  congress,  a suitable  place  for 
the  seat  of  government  of  Iowa,  have  chosen  a 
spot  in  Johnson  county.  The  location  was  made 
without  reference  to  the  law  of  congress,  which 
confines  the  selection  to  a certain  specified  town- 
ship within  file  surveyed  portion  of  the  territory. 
The  Buil i ngtoii  Gazette  says,  the  site  selected  is 
well  suited  to  the  purpose — beautifully  situated  on 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  Iowa,  two  miles  northwest 
of  the  town  of  Napoleon,  and  within  one  mile  of 
the  centre  of  the  territory,  north  and  south.  In  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  location  several  extensive 
strata  of  gray  marble  have  been  discovered,  which 
can  easily  be  made  available  in  the  erection  of 
buildings  suited  to  the  “dignity  and  state”  of  this 
favored  region.  The  surrounding  country,  in  rich- 
ness and  beauty,  is  equal  to  any  portion  of  the  ter- 
ritory. A rich  vein  of  lead  has  recently  been  dis- 
covered in  the  neighborhood.  Timber  is  also  plenty, 
and  of  first  rate  quality;  water  privileges  are  also 
numerous.  The  seat  of  government  is  to  be  called 
the  “city  of  Iowa.” 

A region  of  springs.  At  the  village  of  East 
Liberty,  in  Logan  county,  Ohio,  there  are  numer- 
ous fountain  wells  and  springs,  a short  description 
of  which  may,  perhaps  to  the  philosophic  mind,  be 
matter  of  amusement  and  interest.  East  Liberty 
has  something  of  an  elevated  station,  lying  in  the 
eastern  part  of  that  country,  between  the  head  wa- 
ters of  Millcreek  and  Darby,  which  streams  empty 
into  the  Scioto  at  least  forty  miles  apart,  and  here 
their  sources  are  nearly  together.  As  we  before 
said,  the  site  of  the  village  is  considerably  elevated, 
yet  it  is  on  the  very  frontier  of  an  extensive  plain, 
eastward,  southeast  and  northeast.  To  the  south- 
west, west  and  northwest, the  country  is  generally 
undulating,  and,  in  the  vicinity  of  Mad  river,  it  is 
considerably  hilly.  About  four  years  since,  a well 
was  dug  in  the  village  by  a Mr.  Johnp  Mathis,  to 
the  depth  of  thirty-three  or  thirty-foui1  feet,  when 
a large  stream  of  water  burst  within  a few  feet 
from  the  bottom  of  the  well;  and  such  was  the  ra- 
pidity of  its  flow,  that,  in  less  than  three  minutes, 
it  filled  the  well  nearly  to  the  top,  as  it  approached 
the  surface  it  rose  gradually  slower;  but  run  over 
at  the  top  and  still  continues  to  run  in  a large 
stream. 

Subsequently,  there  have  been  six  or  seven  other 
wells  dug,  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  and  all  of 
which  rose  and  ran  in  the  same  manner  of  the  first 
one  described;  and,  indeed,  every  well  dug  in  the 
vicinity  is  a fountain.  The  method  of  walling 
these  wells  is,  to  throw  in  stones  promiscuously, 
until  they  fill  them  nearly  to  the  top,  and  from 
thence  commence  their  wall.  Thus  we  can  have  a 
delightful  stream  of  cold  water  in  every  citizen’s 
door-yard.  But  I will  mention  another  phenomenon. 
In  the  early  part  of  May  last,  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  above  the  town,  on  the  bank  of  the  Otter 
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creek,  a large  spring  spontaneously  burst  out  in  a 
place  where  there  had  before  no  water  ran,  except 
a little  oozing  out  of  the  bank.  The  spring  sent 
forth  muddy  water  for  some  days,  but  at  length  it 
became  clear;  and,  during  the  present  dry  season, 
flowed  with  undiminished  fulness,  sufficiently  to 
supply  the  grist  mill  situated  in  the  limits  of  the 
town.  But,  of  late,  the  citizens  began  to  find  their 
fountains  diminished  in  force,  but  attributed  it  to 
the  dry  weather.  This  spring,  however,  was  found 
to  increased  in  fullness,  and  a larger  stream  than 
usual  flow  from  it,  notwithstanding  the  long  and 
increasing  drought.  But,  on  building  a dam,  and 
raising  the  head  of  the  spring  about  three  feet,  all 
the  wells  in  town  were  found  to  raise  simultaneous- 
ly, and  to  flow  with  their  usual  vigor. 

[Bellefontaine  Gazette. 

New  York  general  banking  law.  The  Al- 
bany Evening  Journal  publishes  a list  of  the  as- 
sociations which  have  been  formed  under  the  ge- 
neral banking  law,  the  amount  of  the  securities 
which  have  been  deposited  with  the  comptroller, 
the  amount  and  denomination  of  notes  for  which 
orders  have  been  given,  and  the  number  of  circulat- 
ing notes  issued  by  the  bank  department. 

From  this  document  it  appears  that  up  to  (he  30th 
of  April  last,  forty-three  banking  associations,  of 
which  seven  weie  in  the  city  of  N.  York,  have  de- 
posited $2,737,090  in  state  stocks  and  $851,336  31 
in  mortgages,  making  a total  of  $2,996,406  31  as 
security  lor  the  ultimate  redemption  of  their  notps. 
Of  the  stocks  so  pledged,  69,000  consist  of  6 per 
cent.  Missouri  stock;  S77,000  of  6 per  cent.  Arkan- 
sas; 25,090  of  5 per  cent.  New  York;  110,000  of  5 
per  cent.  Maine;  160,000  of  5 per  cent.  Alabama; 

518.000  of  6 per  cent.  Michigan;  324,000  in  5 per 
cent.  Indiana;  50,000  of  6 per  cent.  Kentucky;  and 

4.000  of  6 per  cent.  United  States. 

The  bank  department  has  delivered  notes  to  these 
institutions  to  the  number  of  448,382,  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  $1,590,8 18.  Of  this  number  67,500 
were  in  one  dollar  notes,  162, S40  were  in  two  dol- 
jar  notes,  21,614  were  in  three  dollar  notes,  174,300 
in  five  dollar  notes,  21,610  in  ten  dollar  notes,  and 
450  in  one  hundred  dollar  notes. 

Besides  this,  orders  have  been  given  for  notes  to 
the  amount  of  4,251,111  dollars,  of  which  510,000 
are  to  be  of  the  denomination  of  one  dollar,  334,048 
of  the  denomination  of  two  dollars,  50,000  of  the 
denomination  of  three  dollars,  359,200  of  the  de- 
nomination of  five  dollars,  63,300  of  the  denomina- 
tion of  ten  dollars,  3,350  of  the  denomination  of 
twenty  dollars,  2,200  of  fifty  dollars,  2,350  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  60  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  50 
of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Since  the  table  from  which  the  preceding  state- 
ments are  taken  was  prepared,  several  other  asso- 
ciations have  deposited  their  securities  and  receiv- 
ed notes  for  circulation.  Among  these  are  the 
Bank  of  Commerce,  New  York;  the  Howard  Trust 
and  Banking  company,  of  Troy;  the  Ballston  Spa 
bank,  the  Fort  Plain  bank,  and  the  Bank  of  Ver- 
non. 

Bank  of  Darien.  The  Milledgeville,  (Geo.) 
Federal  Union  says:  “The  bills  of  this  bank  and 
branches  are  all  received  at  par  by  the  Central 
bank  in  payments  of  debts  due  to  it.  The  amount 
already  redeemed  of  the  bills  of  the  Darien  bank, 
by  the  mother  bank  and  at  the  several  branches’ 
together  with  the  amount  paid  into  the  Central 
bank,  warrants  the  belic-l  that  a resumption  of 
payments  will  shortly  take  place  at  this  bank  arid 
its  branches.  The  holders  of  the  notes  should  not 
make  any  sacrifice  on  them.” 

Moneyed  institutions  of  St.  Louis  The 
legislature  of  Missouri  has  chartered  several  in- 
surance companies  with  liberal  privileges,  and  they 
are  in  course  of  operation  under  the  most  favor- 
able auspices.  Among  these  is  the  “Mutual  In- 
surance company,”  of  which  Mr.  H.  S.  Coxe, 
(former  cashier  of  the  branch  Bank  United  States 
at  St.  Louis),  has  been  appointed  president,  and 
Mr.T.  O.  Duncan,  formerly  of  (he  same  institution, 
cashier — and  the  Perpetual  Insurance  company, 
with  a capital  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars’ 
two-thirds  of  which  we  learn  are  owned  by  promi- 
nent men  in  Philadelphia  and  Boston.  Both  of 
these  companies  are  authorised  to  make  fire,  marine 
and  life  insurance,  to  receive  money  ondeposite,  to 
deal  in  exchange,  &c.  and  will  be  enabled  to  ’ef- 
fect a great  deal  of  good  in  a young  city.  When 
we  consider  that  the  legal  rate  of  interest  in  Mis- 
souri is  ten  per  cent,  and  that  the  insurance  com- 
panies of  St.  Louis  have,  with  all  their  heavy  losses, 
paid  from  30  to  40  per  cent,  per  annum,  it  is  nol 
surprising  that  such  stock  is  sought  for  by  eastern 


capitalists.  If  the  whole  stock  is  loaned  out  on 
adequate  security  at  ten  percent,  and  the  insurance 
business  yield  in  itself  20  per  cent,  no  doubt  can 
exist  of  the  ullimate  and  immense  value  of  such 
stock.  So  profitable  has  been  such  business,  that 
in  one  case,  we  are  informed,  after  the  first  instal- 
ment of  $10  per  share,  two  dividends  often  dollars 
per  share  each  were  made  within  12  months,  with- 
out any  further  instalment.  Such  has  been  the  in- 
crease of  St.  Louis  that  its  population  is  now,  by 
census,  eighteen  thousand.  In  1830  it  was  de- 
scribed in  one  of  our  gazettes  as  a “flourishing 
post-town.”  In  1834  it  contained  8,000  inhabi- 
tants. In  1837  six  hundred  houses  were  erected, 
which  were  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand,  while 
the  business  of  the  city  keeps  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred steamboats  in  constant  employ  throughout  the 
year.  [ Baltimore  Chronicle. 

Laying  tiie  foundation  of  the  general 
post  office.  On  Saturday  last  the  cornerstone  of 
the  general  post  office,  situated  on  seventh  and  E 
streets,  was  laid,  in  the  presence  of  the  fotlowing 
officers  of  the  government,  with  the  usual  ceremo- 
nies: The  president  of  the  United  States,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  the  secretary  of  war,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  the  postmaster  general,  and  the  at- 
torney general. — The  mayor  of  Washington,  and 
many  other  distinguished  citizens  were  also  present. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  inscription  upon 
the  jdate  affixed  to  the  corner  stone: 

general  post  office  united  states. 

Founded  1775. 

Building  destroyed  by  fire  1836. 

Re-built  fire-proof  1839. 

Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  U.  States. 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  vice  president  of  the  U.  S. 
John  Forsylh,  secretary  of  state,  J Commission- 
Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury,  ers  on  pub- 
Joel  R.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war,  | lie  build- 
Amos  Kendall,  postmaster  general,  J ings. 

James  K.  Paulding,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Felix  Grundy,  attorney  general. 

Wm.  Noland,  commissioner  of  the  public  build- 
ings, &c. 

Robert  Mills,  architect. 

The  following  deposites  were  made  in  a copper 
box,  well  secured  from  water  and  air:  All  the  news- 

papers of  the  day  published  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, a copy  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
list  of  the  post  offices  in  the  United  States,  army  and 
navy  registers,  coins  of  the  United  States,  a testa- 
ment, &c.c.  [Nat.  Intel. 

Daniel  Webster.  The  following  correspon- 
dence passed  between  this  distinguished  statesman 
and  two  of  the  merchants  in  Boston  prior  to  his  de- 
parture for  New  York: 


Number  of  students  in  the  different  schools  of 
the  university  of  the  present  session: 

Ancient  languages, 

Modern  languages, 

Mathematics, 

Natural  philosophy, 

Chemistry  and  materia  medica, 

Medicine, 

Anatomy  and  surgery. 

Moral  philosophy, 

Law, 

Civil  engineering, 


The  carriage  wheel.  A paper  in  the  May 
number  of  the  American  Museum  of  Literature  and 
the  Arts  has  the  following  remarks  on  the  wagon 
wheel: 

“Next  to  agriculture,  came  the  means  of  transpor- 
tation. The  fruits  of  the  earth  must  not  only  be 
raised,  but  brought  home.  Conceive  of  the  labor 
and  loss  of  time  to  bring  home  each  sheaf  by  itself,  by 
human  hands,  and  even  of  beasts  of  burden.  The 
next  thing  to  carry,  is  traction.  But  many  things 
would  be  wasted  and  destroyed  by  that  process. 
Something  must  be  placed  beneath  them  to  prevent 
the  injury.  Still  the  surface  of  the  ground  was 
rough  and  difficult  to  pass  over.  A smooth  bridge 
must  be  made  to  remedy  its  roughness,  and  level  its 
inequalities.  That  bridge  was  found  in  the  common 
wheel — an  invention  now  never  thought  of  as  won- 
derful, but  in  fact,  one  of  the  most  complete  and 
perfect  and  useful  for  its  purpose,  that  has  sprung 
from  the  ingenuity  of  man.  It  is  in  fact,  an  intermi- 
nable, portable  bridge,  with  a highly  polished  sur- 
face, which  the  vehicle  pulls  up  after  it,  and  sets  down 
before  it  as  he  goes,  making  the  whole  process  of  lo- 
comotion a most  ready  and  extemporaneous  affair. 
It  is  laid  down  and  taken  up  with  the  greatest  ease 
through  wet  and  dry,  over  hill  and  dale,  over  stones 
and  through  the  mud,  and  what  is  most  wonderful  of 
all,  it  in  fact  shortens  the  distance,  so  far  as  friction 
is  concerned,  in  precise  proportion  of  the  circum- 
ference of  the  wheel  to  the  circumference  of  the 
axletree.  Tongue  cannot  tell,  imagination  cannot 
conceive  the  benefits  which  this  simple  machine  has 
conferred  upon  mankind.  For  its  perpetual  and 
universal  use,  it  may  be  said  to  rank  next  to  the 
plough,  and  as  the  vehicle  of  trade  and  travel,  that 
effective  stimulant  of  all  improvement,  it  has  played 
a most  conspicuous  part  in  the  progress  of  mankind. 
Its  inventor  was  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  of 
his  race;  and  though  his  memory  be  lost  in  the  night 
of  ages — and  no  one  can  tell  where  his  ashes  are 
laid— how  much  better  does  he  deserve  to  live  in 
the  recollections  of  the  world,  than  Ctesar  or  Napo- 
lean,  who  trampled  nations  in  the  dust.” 
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Boston,  May  6th,  1839. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster: 

Dear  sir:  Having  heard  of  your  intention  to  visit 
Europe,  we  beg  you  to  accept  the  accompanying 
suit  of  clothes,  made  from  American  cloth,  manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  W.  & D.  D.  Farnum,  Water- 
ford, Mass,  which  we  have  no  doubt  you  will  be 
happy  to  wear  as  a specimen  of  American  manfac- 
ture.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 
Milton  & Slocomb. 


Summer  street.  May  7,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I accept  with  pleasure  the  present  of 
the  suit  which  you  have  been  polite  enough  to  send 
me.  Both  in  material  and  making,  the  articles  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  very  superior,  and  I shall  be  proud 
to  show  them  as  proofs  of  the  progress  of  Ameri- 
can manufacturing  skill.  Yours,  with  much  re- 
gard, Daniel  Webster. 

Messrs.  Milton  Slocomb,  Faneuil  Hall. 


University  of  Virginia.  We  have  receiv- 
ed a catalogue  of  the  officers  and  students  of  the 
university  of  Virginia  for  the  session  of  1833-’9. 
Recapitulation. 

From  Virginia,  jgi 

Alabama  23 

South  Carolina,  23 

Georgia,  (; 

Louisiana,  jq 

Mississippi,  7 

Tennessee,  2 

Maryland,  j 

North  Carolina,  3 

Pennsylvania,  3 

Ohio,  1 

Kentucky,  3 

District  of  Columbia,  2 

Florida,  2 


Total, 


247 


Remarkable  prodigy.  The  Belfast  (Ireland) 
Chronicle  gives  the  following  account  of  David 
McKeveney,  living  in  the  parish  of  Augbagallon, 
county  of  Antrim: 

He  was  born  without  arms  or  legs,  having  only 
two  short  stumps  in  place  of  arms,  and  as" to  the 
legs,  one  is  only  a few  inches  long,  with  a diminu- 
tive, shapeless  foot,  without  any  joint  intervening, 
so  as  to  form  a thigh  and  a leg.  Tne  other  is  almost 
as  long  as  in  a middle  sized  man,  but  greatly  de- 
formed. It  is  extraordinary  what  this  decrepit  man 
can  perform,  as  there  is  scarcely  any  job  in  the 
farm  yard  he  cannot  do,  viz:  he  can  thrash,  and  has 
often  done  so  the  whole  day  before  a hired  man-  he 
can  harness  and  unharness  a horse,  clean  a stable  or 
cow  house,  tether  a cow;  tie  up  with  the  stumps, 
and  throw  on  his  shoulders  a bundle  of  clover  and’ 
grass  100  lbs.  in  weight;  he  can  shave  himself, 
holding  the  razor  in  his  toes,  also  use  the  knife  or 
fork  in  the  same  manner;  he  can  dress  and  undress 
himself  without  any  assistance,  balance  a cup,  or 
bowl  on  the  flat  of  one  of  the  stumps,  drink  out  of 
it,  and  lay  it  down  in  safety;  he  can  assist  at  the 
breakfast  table,  helping  his  mother  to  draw  water, 
lifting  the  kettle  of  boiling  water  with  his  toes,  and 
has  occasionally  helped  himself  to  a cup  out  of  the 
teapot  in  the  same  manner.  These  are  only  a few 
specimens  of  his  bodily  actions,  which  are  far  sur- 
passed by  his  mental  powers.  It  was  unfortunate 
for  himself  that  he  never  received  any  education- 
for,  by  the  power  of  memory  alone,  there  is  scarce- 
ly any  arithmetical  question  he  cannot  solve,  and  a 
great  many  mathematical  ones,  many  specimens  of 
which  he  can  describe;  and  it  is  truly  amazing  and 
wonderful  to  hear  him  do  so,  owing  to  the  astonish- 
ing stretch  of  memory  required  on  some  of  those 
occasions. 


Port  office  statistics  in  Great  Britain. 
—The  number  of  letters  annually  transmitted 
throughout  the  kingdom  is  estimated  at  about 
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77,000,000:  the  gross  receipts  for  postage  in  1837, 
were  £2,339,737  18s.  3d.;  the  total  cost  of  manage- 
ment and  transportation  £698,632  2s.  2d.  leaving  a 
balance  of  £1,641,105  10s.  Id.  as  the  revenue  re- 
ceived by  the  government  from  that  department. 
Besides  the  number  of  letters  mentioned  above, 
there  is  to  be  added  7,000,000  Iranked  letters, 
and  44,500,000  newspapers,  which  are  free  of  post- 
age. A reduction  of  postage  is  recommended  there 
as  it  is  here.  A committee  who  have  investigated 
the  affairs  of  the  department  propose  a reduction. — 
The  consequence  of  following  the  course  recom- 
mended by  them  they  say,  would  be  to  increase 
the  number  forwarded  annually  to  400,000,000. 

Dinner  to  Victoria.  On  the  evening  of  the 
24th,  her  majesty  Victoria,  (or  the  first  time  since 
her  accession  to  the  throne,  accepted  of  an  enter- 
tainment from  a subject,  title  dined  in  Berkeley 
square  with  the  marquis  and  marchioness  of  Lans- 
downe.  Her  mother  rode  in  the  same  carriage, 
and  in  the  one  that  followed  was  lady  Hastings,  &c. 
Only  24  covers  were  laid,  and  the  company,  of 
course,  were  almost  exclusively  of  the  highest  rank, 
dukes,  &c.  among  them  the  duke  of  Norfolk.  In 
the  evening  there  was  a superb  concert,  and  the 
magnificent  suite  of  rooms  filled  with  the  choicest 
statuary  and  paintings,  wrere  all  thrown  open. 
About  359  attended,  including  the  duke  of  Welling- 
ton, &c.  The  queen  retired  shortly  after  midnight. 

Mocha.  Mocha,  in  Arabia,  on  the  Red  Sea 
coast,  is  situated  in  lat.  13°  20'  N.  43°  17'  E.  and 
is  under  Turkish  government.  The  city  at  a little 
distance,  has  an  imposing  appearance.  Its  white 
bouses,  with  their  turretted  tops  and  mosques,  with 
their  spires  shooting  in  the  air,  led  me  before  I 
landed,  to  think  quite  favorably  of  it;  soon  after 
landing,  however,  and  getting  within  its  walls,  I 
found  my  disappointment.  The  white  houses  do 
well  to  be  seen  only  at  a distance,  for  when  near, 
the  rudeness  of  their  structure  proves  them  to  be 
as  well  suited  for  one  part  of  their  use  as  the  other; 
that  is  for  the  stabling  for  horses  and  camels,  as 
well  as  the  accommodation  of  human  beings.  The 
streets  are  rather  worse  in  point  of  filth;  they  are 
the  common  receptacle  for  all  kinds  of  dirt,  not  ex- 
cepting the  drainings  of  establishments  from  the  up- 
per stories,  frequently  proving  unpleasant  to  the 
heads  of  persons  passing  under;  and  a9  they  are 
never  swept  or  cleaned,  embankments  of  dirt  are 
found  on  either  side;  they  are  unpaved  and  very 
narrow,  but  few7  being  over  twelve  feet,  and  added 
to  their  other  inconveniences,  one,  while  walking 
through  them,  is  every  now  and  then  jostled,  either 
by  a filthy  cooly,  probably  with  a dirty  mat  of  dates 
upon  his  back,  a loaded  camel,  or  a jack-ass.  If  a 
person  walks  59  yards  without  coming  in  contact 
With  either  of  these,  he  does  well;  he  yet,  how- 
ever, has  to  guard  against  stumbling  over  half 
starved  dogs  and  decrepit  and  diseased  beggars, 
that  swarm  the  streets,  and  whose  want  of  strength 
does  not  allow  them  to  get  out  of  the  way — the  lat- 
ter are  daily  to  be  seen  dying  on  the  streets,  pre- 
senting the  most  disgusting  sight  that  can  be  con- 
ceived. There  is  a hospital  in  the  city  superintend- 
ed at  the  expense  of  government,  itds  kept  only  for 
invalid  Turks,  and  of  course  the  Arabs  or  others 
are  not  allowed  to  enter;  and  the  Mahomedan  re- 
ligion being  strongly  spiced  with  fatalism,  neither 
Turks  nor  Arabs  have  much  faith  in  the  healing 
art  of  physicians;  they  are  therefore  but  poorly 
supplied  with  them.  [ Lyford’s  Price  Currant. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

The  New  York  papers  furnishes  us  with  the  fol- 
lowing items  of  news,  in  addition  to  what  we  pub- 
lished last  week,  by  the  ship  England,  capt.  Waite, 
from  Liverpool  to  the  24th  ult.  the  day  ol  her  sailing. 

ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND. 

Ministers  have  been  sustained  by  the  house  of 
commons  in  the  government  of  Ireland.  The  fol- 
lowing was  the  resolution  proposed  by  lord  J.  Rus- 
sel: 

“That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house  that  it  is 
expedient  to  persevere  in  those  principles  which 
have  guided  the  executive  government  in  Ireland 
of  late  years,  and  which  have  produced  the  effec- 
tual administration  of  the  laws,  and  the  general  im- 
provement on  the  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.” 
Sir  Robert  Peel’s  amendment,  which  is  of  great 
length,  went  to  defer  a resolution  of  approval  of  the 
course  of  ministers  respecting  Ireland,  until  the 
resolution  of  inquiry  into  crime  in  that  country,  as 
adopted  by  the  lords,  had  been  carried  out.  I t was 
lost  by  the  following  vote:  for  Peel’s  amendment 
296,  against  it  318;  majority  for  ministers  22.  Mr. 
J.  Duncombe’s  proposed  addition  lo  lord  J.  Rus- 
sell’s resolution  was  then  called  for  and  ran  thu3: 


' “That  it  is  also  expedient  to  effect  such  further 
reforms  in  the  representation  of  the  people  in  par- 
liament as  would  conduce  to  their  contentment,  and 
to  the  welfare  of  the  country  at  large.” 

The  result  of  the  division  was  such  as  we  had 
anticipated,  although  the  tory  advocates  boldly  as- 
serted the  majority  for  ministers  W'ould  not  exceed 
fifteen,  promising  to  “eat  all  above  that  number 
without  pickles.” 

This  amendment  was  lost  by  a majority  against 

The  Maine  question.  The  Liverpool  Courier  of 
the  24th  says:  a private  letter,  dated  St.  John, 31st 
of  March,  has  been  received  by  way  of  Derry, 
which  states  that  “the  border  war  is  at  an  end, 
each  party  having  agreed  to  withdraw  their  troops, 
and  appoint  a civil  force  to  protect  the  timber  on 
the  disputed  territory.” 

FRANCE. 

The  Chambers,  April  18,  elected  its  fourth  vice 
president.  The  candidates  were  M.  Etienne,  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  coalition,  and  gen.  Jacque- 
minot, a personal  f riend  of  the  king,  and  one  of  the 
staunchest  supporters  of  the  ex-cabinet.  Here  was 
another  direct  contest  between  the  court  party,  aid- 
ed by  the  recreant  doctrinaires  and  coalition.  The 
result  was, 

Number  of  votes  423 

For  M.  Etienne,  212 

Gen.  Jacqueminot,  209 

M.  Etienne  was  then  declared  duly  elected  vice 
president,  amid  the  acclamations  of  the  left  and  left 
centre. 

Three  of  the  four  vicQ  presidents  belong  to  the 
coalition;  and  if  Passy  be  sincere  in  his  repent- 
ance, the  court  is  in  a worse  position  than  it  ever 
was  before. 

From,  the  London  Times,  April  23. 

The  Paris  papers  of  the  2lst  have  arrived  by  our 
usual  express.  They  are  divided  in  opinion  respect- 
ing the  reconstructions  of  the  cabinet. 

The  “Journal  des  Debals”  states  that  (he  new 
ministry  would  appear  on  Monday  in  the  “Moni- 
teur,”  and  that  marshal  Soult  would  be  president 
of  the  council,  with  Messrs.  Passy,  Thiers,  Dupin, 
Dnfaure,  Sauzet,  d’Argout,  &c.  for  his  colleagues. 
“It  will  be  seen,”  says  the  Debats,  “that  fhis  cabi- 
net is  exclusively  chosen  from  the  ranks  of  the  left 
centre.” 

ENGLAND  AND  ITALY. 

The  marriage  of  Prince  Doria  Pamphilij;  of  the 
illustrious  house  of  Daria,  with  lady  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  earl  Talbot,  was  performed  with  great  cere- 
mony at  Rome,  by7  the  cardinal  Guistinia.  The 
pair  went  then  to  St.  Peter’s  to  return  thanks,  and 
afterwards  set  out  for  Turin  to  visit  the  king,  (a 
cousin  of  the  prince),  on  their  way  to  England. 

The  bishop  of  Petersburg  is  dangerously  ill. 

BELGIUM  AND  HOLLAND. 

We  have  great  satisfaction  in  announcing  that 
the  long  protracted  negociations  on  the  affairs  of 
Belgium  and  Holland  have  at  length  been  brought 
to  a termination.  The  treaties  betw'een  Holland 
and  Belgium,  and  between  those  two  powers  and 
the  five  powers  represented  in  conference,  were 
signed  on  Friday  afternoon,  the  19th  of  April. 
The  treaty  is  substantially  the  24th  article  of  that 
of  1831,  and  is  mutually  satisfactory  to  both  par- 
ties. 

SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAL. 

The  rumor  of  the  battle  between  the  Carlisfs  un- 
der the  count  of  Morelia  (Cabrera)  and  the  Chris- 
tinos  under  Van  Halen,  alledged  to  have  taken  place 
near  Montelban,  in  Lower  Aragon,  on  the  9th  April, 
turns  out  to  be  false. 

Madrid  papers  to  the  13th  instant  inclusive,  with 
letters  from  Bayonne  to  the  16th,  have  been  receiv- 
ed in  London.  They  announce  the  disgraceful  flight 
of  general  Van  Halen  from  before  Sagura,  occupied 
by  Cabrera. 

On  the  7th,  the  Madrid  mail  was  stopped  by  a 
band  of  mounted  Carlists  near  Baylen,  and  the  es- 
cort, consisting  of  six  individuals,  mercilessly  mur- 
dered. 

In  La  Macha  the  Carlist  butcher  Palillos,  has  re- 
fused quarter  to  every  Cbristino  falling  into  his 
hands.  All  that  are  taken  are  instantly  shot. 

Cabrera  surprised  the  military  hospital  of  Daroca 
on  the  night  of  the  19th,  and  carried  away  with 
him  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  the  soldiers  left  for 
their  defence. 

It  was  said  that  Van  Halen  contemplated  retreat- 
ing from  before  Segura,  and  that  Don  Carlos  medi- 
tated a new  attempt  on  Madrid. 

TURKEY. 

Letters  to  the  27th  of  March  state,  that  the  sul- 
tan had  acceeded  to  the  desire  of  baron  Roussin  to 
send  a plenipotentiary  to  Mehemet  Ali,  relative  to 
the  fulfilment  of  the’ treaty  of  Kutailoh;  and  also 
I agreed  to  send  another  envoy  to  determine  the  form 


of  feudal  sovereignty  for  the  pasha.  The  sultan  like- 
wise agreed  to  the  proposition  of  the  English  and 
French  ambassadors,  that  in  the  event  of  the  Turk- 
ish fleet  leaving  the  Dardanells,  an  Anglo  French 
division  of  6 ships  of  the  line,  4 frigates,  &c.  should 
watch  their  movements,  5 ships  of  the  fine  under 
admiral  Stoplord  to  go  to  Alexandria,  and  3 under 
the  French  admiral,  Lalande,  to  Tunis.  Thus  a 
naval  conflict  (unless  a Navarino  one)  between  the 
sultan  and  dey  would  be  prevented. 

EGYPT. 

The  Courrier  Francois  publishes  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Alexandria,  dated  the  3d  instant,  which 
states  that  only  three  or  four  battalions  of  troops  re- 
mained in  that  city,  and  not  half  a dozen  in  Cairo., 
all  having  been  sent  into  Syria,  in  the  anticipation 
of  hostilities  with  the  army  of  the  sultan. 

We  have  received  the  following  from  a corres- 
pondent at  Cairo,  dated  the  26th  ult: — “The  pasha 
of  Egypt  has  declared  to  colonel  Campbell  his  in- 
tentions to  abolishing  slavery  immediately  in  all  the 
countries  subject  to  his  authority.” 

EAST  INDIES. 

Mr.  Waghorn’s  portion  of  the  overland  mails  from 
India  reached  London  April  18th.  The  dates  are 
Calcutta,  February  12;  Madras,  February  19;  and 
Bombay,  February  25.  The  favorable  accounts 
from  the  frontier  which  have  been  communicated 
by  government  are  fully  confirmed  by  this  arrival. 
From  Calcutta  we  are  glad  to  learn,  that  the  aspect 
of  commercial  affairs  was  more  satisfactory.  Pro- 
duce was  generally  advancing,  and  staples  in  good 
demand  for  European  markets.  The  imports  of 
bullion  had  also  been  abundant,  and  money  was 
plentiful.  Early  in  the  month  indigo  had  been  pur- 
chased freely  at  a slight  advance,  but  buyers  seemed 
anxious  for  further  advices  from  the  home  markets. 
In  the  meantime  holders  were  firm;  the  crop  was 
estimated  at  80,090  mds.  and  the  purchases  which 
had  been  made  were  chiefly  on  French  account. 
Bills  against  shipments  for  England  had  been  ne- 
gociated  at  2s.  6d.  6 months  sight,  and  ten  months 
date;  against  French  shipments,  payable  in  Lon- 
don, 2s.  2 l-8d.  to  2s.  2 l-4d.  and  the  United  States 
at  2s.  2 l-8d.  per  company’s  rupee.  The  ex- 
change on  London-was  2s.  2 l-2d.  six  months,  and 
freights  £4  10s.  to  £4  15s. 

THREE  DAYS  LATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 

By  the  packet  ship  Shakspeare,  capt.  Cornell,  ar- 
rived at  New  York  last  evening,  from  Liverpool, 
brings  dates  from  that  place  to  the  27th  of  April, 
and  from  London  to  Ihe  day  previous.  The  news 
brought  by  her  is  of  no  political  moment. 

The  cotton  market  is  represented  as  quiet,  few 
sales  having  been  made,  some  of  which  had  been 
at  slightly  lower  rates  than  those  of  the  weak 
before.  One-eighth  to  a farthing  is  the  decline 
quoted. 

Accounts  from  Manchester  are  gloomy.  There 
are  rumors  of  a change  of  cabinet.  Great  anxiety 
prevails  in  ministerial  circles,  an  anxiety  felt,  it 
seems  as  much  by  the  queen  as  by  any  one. 

The  Shakspeare  brings  200  steerage  passengers. 

London,  April  25—  half  past  one.  Up  to  the  pre- 
sent time  we  have  no  intormation  of  the  arrival  of 
the  New  York  packet  of  the  1st  inst. 

Consols  continue  as  in  the  earlv  part  of  the  morn- 
ing, 92J,  93  lor  money,  and  for  the  account  93^, 
with  little  doing. 

London,  April  26.  The  reports  recently  current 
of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of  England 
to  raise  the  rate  of  discounts  from  this  day,  have 
not  so  far  been  confirmed.  The  directors  held  their 
usual  weekly  meeting  to-day,  but  tile  notice  antici- 
pated did  not  make  its  appearance.  The  funds  con- 
tinue with  little  variation,  and  business  in  them  in- 
active. Consols  were  93,  buyers  for  money;  and 
93§,  buyers  for  account.  Bank  stock,  196f  to  7J; 
India  stock,  255  to  6.  Exchequer  bills  43s.  to  45s. 
premium. 

The  transactions  in  foreign  securities  were  ex- 
tremely unimportant. 

Anxiety  of  the  queen  regarding  the  fate  of  her  mi- 
nisters. We  are  informed  from  a private  source, 
that  such  w7as  the  anxiety  of  her  majesty  to  learn 
the  fate  of  the  motion  in  the  house  of  commons  on 
Friday  night  (or  rather  on  Saturday  morning),  that 
the  queen  did  not  retire  to  rest  until  two  hours  past 
midnight.  One  of  her  majesty’s  pages  of  the  pre- 
sence was  in  waiting  at  the  house  to  convey  to  the 
queen  the  result  of  the  division,  which  reached 
Buckingham  palace  within  five  minutes  after  it  had 
taken  place.  We  believe  that  the  duchess  of  Kent 
did  not  retire  to  her  chamber  until  the  arrival  of  the 
information,  which  was  immediately  communicated 
by  her  royal  highness  to  her  anxiously  waiting 
daughter.  [ The  Britainia. 

The  rumor  which  lias  been  prevalent  during  the 
last  fortnight  in  naval  circles,  of  the  intention  of 
ministers  to  send  a demonstration  fleet  to  the  Baltic, 
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turns  out  to  be  correct.  It  is  to  consist  ot  ten 
seventy-two’3  to  be  commanded  by  admiral  Gage, 
It  would  seem  that  information  which  has  reached 
the  foreign  o/iice  of  the  aggressive  disposition 
which  has  recently  been  manifested  by  Russia,  has 
led  to  this  determination.  [ United  Service  Gaz. 

Voyage  of  discovery.  During  the  past  week  the 
dock  yard  at  Chatham  have  presented  a scene  of 
unusual  bustle,  in  consequence  of  the  fitting  out  of 
two  boom  ships  intended  for  scientific  discoveries 
in  a high  southern  latitude,  under  the  command  ol 
capt.  James  C.  Ross,  R.  N.  A. 

Gravel  banks  have  been  allowed  to  accumulate  to 
such  an  extent  at  the  mouth  of  Cowes  harbor,  that 
none  but  vessels  of  very  small  draught  will  soon  be 
able  to  enter. 

London,  April  25,  (evening).  Accounts  from 
Constantinople  state,  that  lord  Fonsonby  and  the 
French  admiral  Roussin  have  requested  from  their 
gavernmeuts  that  the  English  and  French  squa- 
drons in  the  Mediterranean  should  be  considerably 
augmented,  also  that  troops  should  be  embarked  on 
board  of  them,  to  act  according  as  circumstances 
may  require,  and  to  make  a diversion  against  one 
of  the  belligerents.  The  sultan  has  recalled  to  Con- 
stantinople the  Seraskier  Hassan  pasha,  to  learn 
from  his  own  mouth  what  state  his  army  is  in, 
and  if  he  lias  hopes  of  attacking  with  success  the 
Egyptain  army. 

FRANCE. 

No  ministry  had  as  yet  been  formed  by'  the  go- 
vernment. M.  Passy,  the  president  of  the  chamber 
appears  to  have  assumed  his  former  position  as  a 
leader  of  the  coalition,  very  much  to  the  surprise  of 
all,  particularly  of  his  court  allies.  He  persists  in 
his  desire  to  make  Theirs  minister  of  foreign  affairs 
to  which  marshal  Soult  is  bitterly  opposed.  The 
London  papers  contain  the  following  account  of  the 
state  of  affairs: 

London,  2olh  April,  (evening).  The  conclusion 
of  Monday’s  debate  in  the  French  chamber  of  de- 
puties, with  its  renewal  on  Tuesday  up  to  the  de- 
parture of  the  mails  for  London,  will  be  found  in 
another  part  of  the  Sun.  Among  the  most  remar- 
kable speeches  was  one  by  M.  Passy,  the  president 
of  the  chamber,  who  declared  that  since  his  election 
to  that  dignity  he  had  informed  the  king  that  too 
much  time  had  been  wasted  in  useless  negotiations, 
and  that  a cabinet,  including  M.  Thiers  ought 
forthwith  to  be  appointed.  His  majesty  acceded, 
but  the  affair  came  to  nothing  in  consequence  of  the 
refusal  of'  Soult  to  give  the  foreign  department  to 
BI.  Thiers. 

The  marshal  offered  M.  Thiers  the  department 
of  finance  or  the  interior,  which  the  friends  of  M. 
Thiers  prevailed  upon  him  to  refuse,  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  M.  Passy  very  properly  too.  He  thought 
that  M.  Thiers  had  a right  to  the  portfolio  of  fo- 
reign affairs,  and  he  would  not  consult  his  own  ho- 
nor, and  the  welfare  of  France,  in  accepting  any 
other.  This  speech,  from  the  new  convert  to  the 
court  policy,  elicited  marks  of  general  surprise 
throughout  the  chamber.  The  friends  of  the  minis- 
try of  the  14th  of  April  looked  as  if  they  had  been 
duped  in  voting  for  M.  Passy,  who  now  boldly  as- 
sumed his  old  posilion  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
coalition.  The  marquis  of  Dalmatia  in  tl;e  name  ol 
his  father,  marshal  Soult,  assumed  all  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  rejection  of  the  claims  of  M.  Thiers. — 
The  king  was  not  to  blame,  as  he  had  allowed  the 
marshal  to  exercise  his  own  discretion. 

Bowse — Puris,  Tuesday,  April  23.  Half  psst 
three.  The  debate  on  the  interpellations,  as  they 
are  called  in  the  chamber  of  deputies,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  ministerial  crisis,  being  to  some  specu- 
lators evidence  of  a full  determination  in  the  crown 
not  to  endanger  the  peace  of  Europe,  the  French 
funds  have  advanced.  For  the  account  the  three 
percents,  opened  at  8 If.  35c.  improved  to  8 If.  53c. 
and  closed  at  S If.  40c.  being  15  cents  higher  than 
yesterday.  The  five  per  cents,  from  1 lOf'.  60c.  rose 
1 lOf.  70c.  declined  to  110 f.  50c.  and  closed  at  llOf. 
60c.  being  a rise  of  30  cents. 

The  mackerel  season  has  opened  on  the  northern 
coasts  of  France  with  great  promise  of  success.  A 
boat  returned  inlo  the  port  of  Fecamp  a few  days 
since  with  60,000  fish. 

The  line  of  telegraph  between  St.  Petersburg  and 
Warsaw  has  just  been  completed.  On  the  12th 
inst.  the  first  telegraphic  despatch  was  received  in 
Berlin,  announcing  that  the  empress  had  been  seri- 
ously indisposed,  but  was  quite  recovered. 

Yesterday,  (April  17),  about  two  o’clock  a fire 
took  place  in  a baker’s  house  at  Stockholm,  Lim- 
burg, and  in  less  than  an  hour  and  a half  190 
houses  were  a prey  to  the  flames,  and  113  families 
were  thrown  into  misery.  The  fire  was  not  ex- 
tinguished when  the  accounts  left. 

[, Antwerp  paper. 

Manchester,  Tuesday,  April  23.  The  market  con- 
tinues in  an  exceedingly  depressed  state,  both  for 


goods  and  yarn,  and  prices  yesterday  were  generally 
lower  than  on  the  preceding  Tuesday.  Inyarn  there 
was  a decline  of  tully  ^d.  per  lb.;  in  printing  cloth, 
of  l^d.  to  3d.  per  piece;  making  a total  reduction  of 
about  Id.  per  lb.  in  yarn,  and  9d.  per  piece  in  cloth, 
from  the  prices  obtained  about  a month  ago,  whilst 
cotton  commands  about  the  same  rates  as  at  that  time 
and  as  prices  were  then  unremunerating,  it  may  be 
readily  conceived  that  great  tosses  are  now  sustain- 
ed on  every  thing  sold,  and  more  especially  upon 
yarn.  Of  course,  under  such  circumstances,  the 
production  is  rapidly  diminishing;  many  mills 
are  working  short  time,  others  are  stopping  alto- 
gether; and  we  fear  that  the  condition  of  the  work- 
ing classes  is  likely  to  be  very  seriously  effected, 
unless  some  improvement  should  speedily  take 
place.  [ Manchester  Guardian. 

Huddersfield  market  April  23.  There  was  a dull 
market  in  almost  every  description  of  goods,  which 
cause  a gloomy  foreboding  for  the  spring  trade. 

Blackburn.  A more  stagnant  and  unsatisfactory 
state  of  business  can  scarcely  be  imagined  than  the 
present;  and  must,  ere  long,  be  ruinous  to  many. — - 
Yarns  and  cloth  are  both  lower  in  prices  generally: 
and,  in  some  of  the  better  kinds  of  power  loom 
prints  are  from  9d.  to  Is.  per  piece. 

LATER  FROM  EUROPE. 

The  packet  ship  Louis  Phillippe,  at  New  York, 
brings  Paris  papers  of  the  30th  April,  and  Havre  of 
1st  May.  The  ship  Bowditch,  also  at  New  York, 
sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  28th  April. 

The  London  Morning  Herald  says,  “rumors  of 
ministerial  changes  are  rife  in  whig  radical  coteries, 
and  are  seriously  discussed  in  conservative  newspa- 
pers.” 

The  apprehensions  excited  by  a report  that  the 
Bank  of  England  was  about  to  increase  the  rate  of 
discount,  have  entirely  subsided. 

London,  April  26.  Considerable  alarm  has  been 
excited  by  the  apprehension  of  an  increase  of  the 
rate  of  discount  by  the  Bank  of  England,  because 
such  a course  would  be  deemed  harsh  and  uncalled 
for  at  the  present  moment;  however,  it  is  asserted 
that  the  directors  never  seriously  entertained  the 
project,  therefore  it  was  not  even  discussed  by  them. 
The  knowledge  of  this  fact  may  go  far  to  allay  the 
fears  of  the  timid.  The  banks  in  Lancashire  and 
other  distant  provinces,  which  have  hitherto  depend- 
ed on  the  London  market  for  rediscounts  will  proba- 
bly find  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  accommodation 
to  the  same  extent  as  before;  but  this  must  teach 
them  to  be  more  cautious  in  their  advances,  until  cir- 
cumstances alter;  if  they  conduct  their  business  with 
prudence,  they  will  not  suffer  any  great  harm  from 
a gentle  check.  Of  late  the  London  money  market 
has  been  actually  drained  by  the  great  demand  from 
the  country.  [ Courier . 

We  have  but  few  alterations  to  notice  in  the  value 
of  American  stocks.  Fives,  (pound sterling),  Ala- 
bama, 90;  Alabama,  82;  Indiana,  81;  Louisiana, 
(Baring’s),  93  to  94;  Louisiana,  (Lizardi’s),  96; 
sixes,  Mississippi,  93;  fives,  do.  (in  pound  sterling), 
92  to  93;  six,  Ohio,  1856,  93  to  99;  fives,  New  York, 
90  to  92;  Pennsylvania,  91  to  93;  U.  S.  bank  shares, 
£24  7s.  6d . to  £24  10/}.;  fives,  New  York  city,  87; 
six,  Virginia,  93;  Florida,  (in  pound  sterling),  95; 
Maryland,  1 discount  to  par;  fives,  South  Carolina, 
(in  pound  sterling),  \)6;  Harrisburg  and  Lancaster 
rail  road,  90  to  9 1. 

BELGIUM. 

A letter  from  Brussels  states  that  the  United  States 
have  renewed  their  claim  on  Belgium  for  an  indem- 
nification lo  American  citizens  for  damage  done  to 
property  during  the  siege  of  Antwerp.  The  recent 
slay  ol  Mr.  Van  Bureti,  jr.  in  Belgium,  is  believed 
to  have  been  connected  with  negotiations  relating  to 
this  affair,  and  it  was  expected  to  form  the  subject 
of  long  discussion  in  the  chambers. 

RUSSIA. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  St.  Petersburgh  of  the 
9th  instant.  “Every  thing  here  breathes  war;  the 
emperor,  it  is  said,  will  go  to  Kiew,  even  before  the 
marriage  ol  the  duke  de  Luctenberg,  to  review'  the 
army  ol  the'south,  and  to  deliver  the  command  of  it 
to  marshal  Paskevitch.  General  Witt  is  charged  to 
negotiate  with  prince  Metternich  for  the  rupture  of 
Austria  with  England  in  case  of  a war  in  the  east; 
and  it  is  said  that  the  emperor  has  offered  as  an  in- 
ducement to  Austria,  the  incorporation  of  Servia, 
Bosnia  and  the  Mountenegrian  country,  wilh  Hun- 
gary. taking  for  Russia,  at  the  same  time,  Wallachia 
and  Moldavia.” 

FRANCE. 

Up  to  the  28th,  the  negotiations  at  Paris  for  the 
construction  of  a ministry,  appeared  to  be  on  the 
eve  of  consummation;  but  as  usual  another  explo- 
sion occurred,  and  the  baseless  fabric  was  scattered 
to  the  winds.  After  consultations  ofSoult  and  Bro- 
glie with  (he  king,  a meeting  of  the  parties  took 
place,  when  M.  Dupin  declined  the  proposition  of 
taking  the  presidency  as  a mere  nominal  office,  of 


huissier  or  high  constable  to  the  cabinet.  As  to  Pas- 
sy, marshal  Maison  and  IM.  Thiers,  neither  would 
agree  for  the  other  to  fill  the  place.  Marshal  Soult 
was  not  in  the  programme  of  the  new  cabinet. 

Prince  de  Jotnville  is  to  command  the  new  frigate 
La  Belle  Poule. 

SARDINIA  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  king  of  Sardinia  has  shown  great  wisdom  in 
the  liberal  treaty  he  has  just  concluded  wilh  the  U. 
States.  Not  only  all  our  own  products,  excepting 
salt,  gunpowder  and  manufactured  lobacco,  are  ad- 
mitted, but  the  produce  of  other  countries  exported 
from  America.  Our  cotton  and  tobacco  will  find  a 
great  market  at  Genoa,  for  its  transit  from  thence 
into  the  interior  of  German)'.  It  is  a singular  fact 
that  the  first  commercial  treaty  made  by  Sardinia  is 
with  America — a land  discovered  by  a Gpnoese. 

The  East  India  company  are  actively  enlisting  re- 
cruits in  London,  for  their  service  in  the  Levant  and 
in  the  east.  The  movements  of  the  autocrat  excite 
apprehensions. 

A line  of  balloons,  it  is  said,  will  shortly  be  esta- 
blished, by  Mr.  Green,  between  Cheltenham  and 
London. 

Havre  markets,  April  30 — Cotton.  Great  flatness 
prevailed  in  our  cotton  market  throughout  the  whole 
of  last  week.  The  intelligence  from  the  interior  as 
well  as  from  England,  and  more  particularly  from 
Manchester,  being  of  an  unfavorable  tenor.  U.  S. 
of  ordinary  sorts,  which  had  hitherto  been  scarce 
and  comparatively  higher  than  good  qualities,  have 
now,  owing  to  the  recent  arrivals,  become  plentiful, 
and  sell  at  a decline  of  If.  a If.  50. 

Yesterday,  (Monday),  the  market  opened  with 
the  same  want  of  spirit,  and  even  in  a greater  de- 
gree, the  accounts  brought  by  the  English  mail,  be- 
ing of  a still  more  gloomy  character.  The  sales  of 
the  week  having  been  2,899  bales,  including  1,016 
bales  New  Orleans,  at  102f.  a 1 13f.;  360  Mobile,  105f. 
a 1 17 f.;  and  335  upland,  at  104f.  a 1 Ilf.  Import  847 
bales. 

May  2 — Colton.  The  cotton  market  continues  in 
the  same  torpid  state,  and  prices  are  irregular,  with 
a downward  tendency,  in  the  face  of  the  firmness 
manifested  by  the  principal  holders.  The  falling 
off  in  our  deliveries  for  the  last  four  months,  com- 
pared with  the  same  period  last  year,  amount  to 
more  than  50  per  cent,  and  stocks  show  a conside- 
rable increase. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  April  27.  Without  im- 
provement in  the  demand  or  increase  in  the  extent 
of  sales,  our  market  presents  the  same  discouraging 
aspect  we  noticed  last  week;  prices  have  been  less 
steady  with  a more  general  tendency  to  give  way. 
We  reduce  our  quotations  for  all  kinds  1-4  per  lb.; 
in  Egyptian  sales  are  being  made  H to  2d.  below 
the  higliest  point,  and  in  Sea  Island  at  least  Id. — 
Speculators  seem  to  have  abandoned  the  market,  as 
nothing  lias  been  done  by  them  this  week.  Expor- 
ters have  taken  300  bales  of  American,  and  70  Ma- 
ranhain.  The  sales  to-day  are  1,200  bales  of  all 
kinds.  The  import  this  week  is  21,739  bags,  and 
the  sales  are  7,800. 

CANTON. 

Seventeen  days  later  from  Canton  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  bark  Trenton,  captain  Hallet,  at  New 
York. 

The  Chinese  authorities  hold  out  on  the  opium 
restrictions,  which  create  considerable  disturbances. 
A commissioner  lias  been  appointed  by  the  emperor 
to  visit  the  sea  ports,  and  report  on  the  actual  state 
of  commerce. 

.Canton,  January  26.  A number  of  war  boats 
have,  it  is  said,  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  Hong- 
kong to  drive  away  the  boats  stationed  there. 

The  foreign  passage  boats  have  received  notice  to 
come  to  Canton  to  receive  the  Hoppo’s  licence  for 
plying  between  this  and  Macao;  but  we  understand 
that  several  obstacles  are  still  in  the  way  of  settling 
about  them,  the  Hoppo  insisting  on  compliances 
and  guarantees  both  from  the  chamber  ot  commerce 
and  Cohong,  which  these  bodies  demur  to. 

Owing  to  contention  between  the  Hoppo  and  the 
Hono-  merchants,  occasioned  by  the  former’s  insist- 
ing on  making  a new  Hong  merchant  of  an  indivi- 
dual known  to  be  indebted  to  a large  amount,  chops 
for  the  lading  and  discharging  of  vessels  were  refus- 
ed to  be  granted  during  twodays,  but  the  trade  con- 
tinues now  without  interruption.  The  Hoppo’s 
eagerness  lo  touch  the  fees  from  the  new  Hong, 
amounting  to  30  or  40,000  tasls,  made  him  thus  so- 
licitous about  it,  but  the  Hong  merchants  refusing 
their  guarantee  the  matter  has  for  the  present  been 
allowed  to  drop. 

INTERESTING  FROM  MEXICO.  A 
From  the  Louisianian. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  a friend  for  a 
copy  of  the  following  interesting  letter  from  the  city 
of  Mexico.  The  writer  expresses  a warm,  but  just 
indignation  at  the  wrongs  inflicted  upon  our  coun- 
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trymen  by  the  faithless  and  barbarous  Mexicans — 
having  been  an  eye  witness  ot  many  of  the  outrages 
to  which  he  alludes,  his  indignation  is  quite  natural, 
although  he  expresses  it  in  language  which,  to  those 
at  a distance,  may  seem  intemperate. 

“Ct'ft/  of  Mexico,  April  23,  1839. 

My  dear  sir: — Your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.  with 
its  inclosure,  was  received  on  the  10th  instant,  for 
which  I return  you  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 

“You  inform  me  that  judge  Ellis  has  been  order- 
ed to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  Mexico, 
and  that  I may  expect  him  soon.  This  is  joyful 
news,  so  far  as  my  private  wishes  are  concerned; 
but  for  our  countrymen,  whose  grievances  have 
been  suffered  too  long  to  remain  unredressed,  I can- 
not but  feel,  in  common  with  all  Americans,  ac- 
quainted with  these  things,  extremely  mortified,  for 
if  our  own  government  expects  that  the  claims  of 
our  fellow  citizens  upon  this  country  will  ever  be 
liquidated  by  pacific  means,  it  will  be  disappointed. 
Must  we  then  believe  that  the  delay  of  atonement 
for  their  manifold  wrongs  is  to  be  interminable? — 
Negociation  is  a futile  and  absurd  way  of  bringing 
the  Mexicans  to  a sense  of  justice — experience  has 
amply  proved  it  to  be  so.  Nothing  but  the  strong 
arm  of  power  will  effect-that  object.  Indulgence  is 
attributed  to  timidity — forbearance  is  construed  into 
inability  to  punish  them.  They  deserve  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other.  So  far  from  this  system  being  of 
any  avail  to  convince  them  of  what  they  owe  to 
justice  and  the  rights  of  civilized  nations,  spoliation, 
rapine  and  murder  have  been  repeated  over  and  over 
a^ain  upon  the  property  and  lives  of  our  country- 
men, under  the  eyes  and  with  the  connivance  of  the 
authorities  of  Mexico.  Do  you  think  impunity  can 
possibly  have  any  other  effect  than  to  excite  them  to 
repeat  these  outrages?  After  so  many  fruitless  at- 
tempts to  obtain  justice  by  negociation,  is  it  not  far- 
cical to  send  an  embassy  hither  at  this  time? 

“Our  government  has  so  long  turned  a fleaf  ear  to 
the  complaints  of  our  countrymen,  that  they  are  tired 
out,  and  deem  it  useless  to  renew  them,  and  thus 
the  Mexicans  are  led  to  think  that  we  are  abandoned 
to  their  tender  mercies,  that  they  have  only  to  inflict 
what  injuries  they  please,  and  we  are  bound  to  suffer 
without  remonstrance.  It  we  appeal  to  this  govern- 
ment for  protection,  they  tell  us  to  apply  to  the  ju- 
diciary, to  whose  department  the  subject  really  ap- 
pertains, is  composed  of  men  who  are  totally  irre- 
sponsible, and  leagued  with  the  unbridled  robbers 
and  assassins — who,  by  the  by,  are  no  worse  than 
the  villainous  judges,  whose  duty  it  is  to  punish 
them.  It  is  useless  to  expect  a decision  from  these 
judges  in  the  case  of  an  outrage  committed  by  their 
cut-throat  countrymen  upon  a foreigner,  however 
glaring  the  proofs  may  be,  and  we  are  obliged  to 
submit  in  silence.  Our  own  government  is  well  ap- 
prised of  these  things — and  yet  it  looks  on  with  as 
much  apathy  as  if  it  were  under  no  obligation  to  give 
protection  to  American  cilizens. 

“But  there  are  some  Americans  who  are  deter- 
mined to  make  these  things  known  to  the  nation, 
and  to  let  their  country  see  what  indifference  the 
rights  of  her  sons  >n  Mexico  are  regarded,  and  whe- 
ther the  blalpe  attaches  to  the  legislative  or  execu- 
tive agents;  whoever  is  in  fault,  he  ought  to  be  held 
up  to  public  rfeprehension. 

“The  affairs  of  this  capital  go  on  as  you  might  ex- 
pect they  would  under  president  Santa  Ana.  The 
lew  liberal  journals  told  too  many  truths  of  the  past 
and  the  present  for  the  sensitive  nerves  of  that  wor- 
thy, and  on  the  8th  inst.  his  excellency  issued  a de- 
cree for  their  suppression — an  outrage  upon  fh*e  li- 
berty of  the  press,  which  was  directly  contrary  to 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  country.  Mr.  Lebre- 
ja,  the  minister  of  the  interior,  refused  to  sanction 
this  tyrannical  decree,  and  he  was  forced  to  resign. 
Mr.  Iturbide,  the  “official  mayor,”  subscribed  the 
death  warrant  of  the  independent  press.  Mr.  Ver- 
inende,  the  editor  of  the  “Voto  National,”  had  pre- 
viously been  thrust  into  the  dungeons  of  the  holy  in- 
quisition. The  decree  forbids,  under  the  severest 
penalties,  the  expression  of  opinions  derogatory  to 
the  church,  state  or  military  establishment.  To 
detect  and  bring  to  light  all  violations  of  this  most 
arbitrary  enactment  of  the  tyrant's  will,  a rigid  sys- 
tem of  espionage  is  set  in  motion,  and  woe  to  the 
hapless  “heretic”  whose  lips  are  not  kept  sealed. 

“His  excellency  has  taken  under  his  especial 
guardianship,  the  hacienda  and  all  its  arteries,  and 
the  minister  of  the  treasury  is  not  permitted  to  pay 
out  the  claco  without  his  consent. 

“[  hear  that  congress  is  in  a state  of  great  excite- 
ment, in  consequence  of  an  order  given  by  acting 
president  Santa  Ana,  directing  the  military  com- 
mandants of  the  department  to  seize,  without  cere- 
mony, all  the  funds  accruing  from  the  revenue  of 
those  departments,  thereby  assuming  absolute  power 
for  himself  and  his  mandarins.  The  congress  begins 
to  think  this  measure  an  unconstitutional  assump- 
tion of  power.  Printed  sheets  are  thrown  about  the 


streets  almost  every  night,  in  which  Santa  Ana 
and  his  adherents  are  described  in  the  strongest  lan- 
guage, as  military  despots  and  tyrants. 

“It  is  reported  that  Mexia  is  within  twenty  leagues 
of  Puebla,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  mules  loaded 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  twelve  pieces  of  artillery, 
some  of  them  large,  and  two  thousand  five  hundred 
men.  It  is  thought  by  some  that  he  will  make  a 
dash  upon  the  city,  in  which  case  he  might  capture 
it  with  much  ease. 

“An  express  arrived  yesterday  morning  from 
Vera  Cruz,  with  despatches  from  admiral  Baudin, 
claiming  from  this  government  compensation  for 
property  lost  by  the  burning  of  the  custom  house 
there,  belonging  to  the  French  citizens.  It  is  also 
said  that  he  demanded  satisfaction  for  the  abuse 
heaped  upon  him  and  his  government  by  the  Diario 
del  Gobierno,  stating  that  as  the  president  has  power 
to  slop  other  presses  by  which  he  himself  is  abused, 
he  certainly  has  power  to  do  the  same  thing  by  a 
press  which  is  under  his  immediate  direction  and 
control.” 


TWO  AMERICAN  BRIGS  SEIZED  BY  THE 
FRENCH  SQUADRON  IN  RIO  LA  PLATA. 

From  the  Salem  Register,  May  20. 

We  are  indebted  to  Briggs’  Bulletin  for  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  intelligence  received  by  the  Su- 
san, which  arrived  here  this  morning  from  Rio  Ja- 
neiro, which  place  she  left  April  7th. 

The  American  brigs,  America  and  Eliza  David- 
son, sailed  from  Montevideo,  with  a full  cargo  for 
Loberia  Chica,  a port  in  the  Argentine  republic,  on 
the  coast  of  Patagonia,  and  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
blockade  declared  by  the  French  admiral,  of  Buenos 
Ayres  and  the  coast  of  the  river  La  Plata.  They 
arrived  at  Loberia  Chica  without  meeting  any 
French  vessels  of  war,  discharged  their  cargoes  and 
commenced  taking  in  a freight  which  had  been  sent 
by  land  from  Buenos  Ayres.  In  the  meantime,  the 
French  corvette  Pearl,  arrived  at  Loberia,  sent  by 
admiral  Leblanc  to  seize  the  brigs,  which  were  seiz- 
ed accordingly,  and  carried  as  prizes  to  the  French 
squadron  at  Montevideo,  for  having  infringed  a 
blockade  which  never  existed  in  fact  or  on  paper. 

The  consignees  of  the  brigs  demanded  them  of 
the  French  admiral,  but  he  refused  to  give  them  up, 
unless  they  would  give  bonds  for  their  value,  and 
submit  the  case  to  the  decision  of  the  French  court 
of  admiralty,  a proposition  which  the  consignees  re- 
jected without  hesitation.  The  commander  of  the 
American  squadron,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  this  in- 
fringement ol  the  rights  of  neutral  vessels,  wrote  to 
the  French  admiral,  protesting  in  the  strongest  terms 
against  the  proceeding;  which  was  unsanctioned  by 
precedent,  and  would  not  be  tolerated  by  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States — and  demanded  the 
immediate  and  unconditional  surrender  of  the  brigs. 

This  intelligence  was  conveyed  to  Rio  by  the 
American  brig  of  war  Dolphin,  which  left  Montevi- 
deo on  the  21st  March,  at  which  time  the  French 
admiral  had  not  replied  to  the  American  commodore, 
The  Jour:.al  says  that  the  news  occasioned  quite  a 
sensation  at  Rio,  and  tiie  commercial  world  were 
highly  interested  to  learn  the  end  of  the  matter. 

[Tiler.  Jour. 

The  above  news  has  excited  considerable  atten- 
tion here,  it  being  understood  that  one  of  the  brigs 
had  been  chartered  by  the  agent  of  a house  in  this 
city.  By  request,  we  publish  the  following  letter 
from  lieutenant  Mackenzie,  to  the  merchant  at  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  which  shows  the  views  taken  by  the  then 
commanding  officer  on  the  station.  Lieutenant  M’s 
power  ceased,  of  course,  on  the  arrival  of  a supe- 
rior officer;  but  we  understand,  from  good  authority, 
that  commodore  Nicholson  entertains  precisely  the 
same  views  as  those  expressed  by  lieutenant  M.  in 
regard  to  the  illegality  of  the  seizure,  and  we  can- 
not doubt,  tlrat  a prompt  release  of  the  vessels  has 
already  been  effected  through  his  instrumentality. 
The  conduct  of  the  U.  S.  officers  on  that  station  has 
been  such  as  invariably  to  command  the  respect  of 
all  nations,  and  their  presence  has  been  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  interests  of  our  citizens  in  that  quar- 
ter. 

U.  S.ship  Fairfield,  Buenos  Ayres,  6th  March,  1839. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter,  this  day  received,  re- 
ferring to  the  application  made  to  me  by  you,  in 
Montevideo,  on  tile  20th  January  last,  as  to  the  le- 
gality of  sending  an  American  vessel  to  the  poit  o( 
Loberia  Cliica,  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia,  within  the 
limi  s of  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ayres,  to  discharge 
and  take  in  cargoes,  I have  the  honor  to  state,  that 
I gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  that  port  could  not  be 
considered  within  the  limits  of  the  blockade  institut- 
ed by  the  French  admiral  on  the  2Sth  March  Iasi; 
which  was  confined  to  “the  port  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  the  coast  of  the  river  belonging  to  the  Argentine 
republic.”  I also  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  Ame- 
rican vessels,  going  to  Loberia  Cliica,  could  not  be 
molested  by  any  French  vessels  of  war  appearing 


off  that  port,  and  that  if  a blockade  should  be  insti- 
tuted subsequent  to  their  arrival,  they  would  be  en- 
titled to  a suitable  delay  to  complete  their  cargoes, 
before  being  ordered  off.  I informed  you,  at  the 
same  time,  that  if  the  American  vessels  which  you 
proposed  sending  there,  should  be  in  any  danger  of 
molestation  by  French  cruisers  that  might  be  sent  to 
that  port,  I would  proceed  at  once  with  the  Fairfield 
to  protect  her;  or  if  the  nature  of  the  port  did  not 
permit  the  approach  of  so  large  a vessel  as  the  Fair- 
field,  I would  despatch  the  U.  S.  brig  Dolphin  on 
that  service.  1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respect- 
fully, your  most  obedient, 

ALEX.  SLIDELL  MACKENZIE, 
Lieut.  U.  S.  N. 

esq.  Bueuos  Ayres. 


NORTHERN  FRONTIER. 

From  the  New  York  American ._ 

The  folly  and  wickedness  of  a few  men  on  each 
side  of  the  northern  and  eatern  frontier,  are  leading 
to  fresh  difficulties,  which  nothing  but  the  real  and 
honest  purpose  of  the  regular  officers  in  command 
in  both  services,  to  mainlain  the  peace,  and  uphold 
the  law's  of  the  two  nations,  could  prevent  from 
breaking  out  into  open  hostilites. 

The  annexed  letter,  which  we  find  in  last  night’s 
Commercial,  details  a new  instance,  in  which  mob 
violence  was  the  source  of  a wrong  and  outrage  to 
an  American  vessel,  which,  the  moment  the  regu- 
lar forces  appeared,  were  redressed  and  atoned  for. 

“ Steamboat  U.  S.  Lake  Ontario,  May  20,  1839. 

“Dear  srn:  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I 
proceed  to  state  the  circumstances  attending  the 
seizure  of  the  American  schooner  G.  S.  Weeks,  by 
the  collector,  col.  Fraser,  of  the  port  of  Brockvilie, 
and  her  subsequent  delivery  to  her  master  and 
owner  by  the  same  officer. 

“The  schooner  is  owned  at  Oswego,  and  was 
laden  with  about  90  tons  of  merchandise,  consigned 
by  myself  to  owners  in  Brockvilie,  Morristown 
and  Ogdensburg — the  former  a Canadian  port,  the 
two  latter  American  ports,  on  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence. 

“A  part  of  the  cargo  consisted  of  a cannon,  with 
its  carriage — the  gun  dismounted,  the  wheels  taken 
fiom  the  carriage,  and  the  whole  placed  on  the 
deck  of  (he  vessel,  and  consigned  regularly  on  her 
bills  of  lading  to  the  captain  of  an  artillery  compa- 
ny at  Ogdensburgh. 

“The  schooner  arrived  at  Brockvilie  about  noon 
on  Friday,  the  17th — and,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases, 
reported  her  cargo  for  Brockvilie  to  the  revenue 
officer,  and  received  from  the  deputy  collector  a 
‘permit’  to  land  the  Brockvilie  consignments,  and 
then  to  depart  on  her  voyage. 

“While  discharging  this  cargo,  she  was  seized 
by  the  collector,  col."  Fraser,  and  taken  from  the 
possession  of  the  master.  The  latter,  however,  was 
suffered  with  his  crew  to  reman  on  board,  but  was 
not  allowed  to  exercise  control  over  any  thing  be- 
longing to  the  schooner  or  cargo — not  even  so  much 
as  to  work  her  pumps. 

“The  cannon  was  now  taken  from  her  deck,  and 
a mob  suffered  to  mount  and  parade  it  in  triumph 
through  the  streets.  They  were  also  allowed  to 
ransack  the  lading  of  the  vessel,  to  ‘start’  casks 
of  liquor  on  her  deck,  and  break  open  and  pillage 
boxes  of  fruit,  and  to  commit  other  acts  of  violence. 
It  is  true  these  depredations  in  amount  were  incon- 
siderable, but  the  circumstances  seem  to  show  de- 
reliction of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  officer,  colonel 
Fraser. 

“On  hearing  that  the  schoonor  w'as  detained  at 
Brockvilie,  under  circumstances  as  above  detailed, 
colonel  Worth,  commanding  the  U.  States  forces  on 
this  frontier,  proceeded  to  Brockvilie  in  the  United 
States  steamer  Oneida,  with  a small  military  force, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  and 
immediately  addressed  a communication  to  colonel 
Fraser,  requesting  to  be  informed  why  the  schooner 
was  detained.  In  the  absence  of  col.  F.  the  letter 
was  answered  by  his  deputy,  only  to  assure  col. 
Worth  that  colonel  F.  would  himself  return  an  an- 
swer on  the  following  morning.  No  answer  having 
been  received  at  2 o’clock,  P.  M.  of  that  day,  (the 
19th),  colonel  Worth  crossed  the  river  to  Brock- 
ville  in  the  Oneida,  and  without  coming  to  the 
wharf,  sent  a message  again  requesting  informa- 
tion as  to  the  cause  of  the  detention  of  the  schooner. 
The  answer  returned  was,  that  the  cannon  which 
had  been  taken  into  the  town  should  be  immediate- 
ly returned  on  board,  and  the  schooner  suffered  to 
depart. 

“About  the  same  lime  a body  of  regular  troops 
arrived  from  Kingston  in  tire  steamers  Traveller 
arid  Kingston,  by  which  the  guard  at  Brockvilie 
was  strengthened,  and  under  the  direction  of  which 
the  gun  was  restored,  and  the  vessel  allowed  to 
resume  her  course. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER — JUNE  1,  1839— MAINE  AND  GEORGIA. 


215 


“A  portion  of  the  mob,  however,  were  very  vio- 
lent in  their  opposition  to  the  surrender  of  the  can- 
non, and  very  abusive  towards  the  otlieers  engaged 
in  attending  to  its  delivery — so  much  so  that  col. 
Marshall,  commanding  her  majesty’s  forces,  caused 
two  or  three  of  the  ringleaders  to  be  arrested  and 
taken  to  the  •guard  house. 

“No  cause  was  assigned  for  the  seizure  of  the 
schooner,  other  than  the  fact  of  her  having  the 
piece  of  ordnance  on  board.  And  it  also  appeared 
that  the  collector  was  instigated,  or  perhaps  driven 
to  the  commission  of  the  act  by  the  populace,  whom 
the  civil  authorities  had  not  the  power  to  control. 
The  more  respectable  portion  of  the  people  of 
Brockville,  however,  were  entirely  opposed  to  the 
procedure,  as  entirely  unwarrantable,  and  exerted 
themselves  in  every  way  to  cause  a speedy  restora- 
tion of  the  vessel  and  property.  I have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

“HENRY  FITZHUGH. 

“J.  E.  Small,  esq.  M.  P.  P.” 

As  regards  the  eastern  frontier,  some  of  our  peo- 
ple have,  it  seems,  been  playing  the  fool.  A capt. 
Nye,  in  charge  ot  an  armed  posse,  has,  contrary  to 
the  spirit  and  letter,  as  we  believe,  of  the  arrange- 
ment between  general  Scott  and  sir  J.  Harvey — 
which  contemplated  that  the  American  warden  and 
his  force  should  not  extend  their  authority  beyond 
the  Aroostook — made  an  excursion  to  the  north  of 
the  St.  John’s,  and  driven  oif,  by  force,  a party 
sent  thither  by  the  British  warden,  Mr.  McLaaglin, 
to  seize  certain  timber  cut  in  the  disputed  territory. 

The  agent  of  Maine,  Mr.  McIntyre,  was  not  pre- 
sent— or  he  would,  we  presume,  have  restrained 
this  vexatious  and  unnecessary,  not  to  say  unlaw- 
ful, demonstration  of  zeal  on  the  part  of  capt.  Nye. 

As  it  is,  we  must  rely  upon  the  honesty  and  liberal 
purpose  of  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  and 
of  Maine,  as  subordinate  to  them,  to  carry  out,  in 
their  true  spirit  and  meaning,  the  arrangement 
which  restored  harmony  to  the  north  eastern  border; 
until  final  negotiations  between  the  governments  of 
the  two  nations  shall  definitively  settle  the  question. 

MAINE  BOUNDRY. 

From  the  Portland  Maine  Advertiser. 

\Ye  copy  the  fodowing  “border  news”  from  the 
Bangor  Democrat.  By  it,  will  be  seen  that  the  “ru- 
mors of  trouble”  we  published  a few  days  since 
from  the  Bangor  Whig,  were  not  entirely  without 
foundation,  though  they  are  not  of  so  serious  a na- 
ture as  we  were  led  to  apprehend  from  the  account 
first  published.  Mr.  Malauchlan,  it  appears,  had 
visited  Fish  river,  and  some  of  the  logs  there  had 
been  set  adrift,  but  by  whom,  it  had  not  been  ascer- 
tained. By  the  remarks  of  the  Democrat,  it  seems 
that  Mr.  Maclaucblan  had  written  a letter  to  our 
land  agent,  expressing  a wish  to  meet  him  there,  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  timber. 

BORDER  NEWS. 

We  understand  that  the  land  agent  recently  re- 
ceived a letter  from  Mr.  Maclaucblan,  dated  Freder- 
iekton,  in  which  he  said  he  was  on  the  point  of  start- 
ing with  a posse  of  30  men  to  visit  the  St.  Francis 
and  the  Fish  river,  and  saying  he  should  be  gratified 
to  meet  him  there,  as  he  supposed  the  object  of  both 
was  the  same,  to  secure  the  timber  cut  by  lawless 
people  last  winter.  He  further  said  that  a few  days 
before,  while  at  Madawaska,  he  had  occasion  to  ad- 
dress a letter  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  posse 
at  Fish  river,  and  had  received  a very  laconic  answer. 
The  following  letters  will  explain  the  state  of  things 
in  that  quarter.  Whether  the  rafts  were  deserted  by 
the  trespassers  on  the  approach  of  Malauchlan  and 
suffered  to  run  down  the  river,  or  were  cut  adrift  by 
Maclaucblan  and  his  posse  to  secure  them,  is  not  cer- 
tain. There  is  no  probability  that  he  will  attempt  to 
secuie  in  the  same  way  the  timber  in  Fish  river,  un- 
der the  care  of  Nye. 

Bangor , May  17th,  1839. 

Sin:  The  inclosed  letter,  with  a copy  ofa  commu- 
nication from  Alvin  Nye  to  Maclaucblan,  was  re 
ceived  this  day. 

Having  reference  to  an  expedilion  highly  import- 
ant, as  the  post  at  Fish  river  is  at  the  termination  of 
the  road  to  the  St.  Johns  to  be  opened  this  summer, 
in  which  our  state  takes  a deep  interest,  it  is  forward- 
ed to  you  for  your  disposal  as  you  may  deem  proper. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Maclauchlan  will  not 
make  his  threatened  visit,  if  he  should,  and  of  a hos- 
tile character,  I have  confidence  in  Alvin  Nye,  that 
his  reception  will  be  such  as  will  afford  small  induce- 
ment for  a repetition.  Very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  CHARLES  JARVIS. 

Fort  Jarvis,  Fish  river.  May  10,  1839. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  communication  of  the  3d  ult. 
circumstances  have  occurred  which  I deem  proper 
to  make  known  to  you  by  a special  messenger. 

On  Tuesday  the  7th  inst.  I received  information 
that  James  Maclauchlan,  esq  was  at  Madawaska 


with  a party  of  fifty  men  and  some  Indians,  on  his 
way  to  this  river  to  take  the  timber  now  in  our  boom 
and  to  drive  me  off.  On  the  nex  day  I received  in- 
formation in  which  I had  full  confidence,  that  Mr. 
Maclauchlan,  with  a party  of  thirty  men  and  some 
Indians,  armed  with  guns  and  bowie  knives,  had 
passed  the  mouth  of  Fish  river,  on  their  way  to  the 
Allagash,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  driving  the 
lumber  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state. 

I considered  my  instructions  required  me  to  take 
every  yieasure  in  my  power  to  retain  the  lumber 
within  the  state.  In  discharge  of  this  duty  1 took 
with  me  fifteen  of  my  men  on  Thursday  morning 
and  descended  the  river  to  the  mouth,  and  then  as- 
cended the  St.  John’s  about  ten  miles,  where  my  pre- 
vious information  was  fully  confirmed,  and  I further 
learnt  that  Mr.  Maclauchlan  was  on  the  Allagash 
turning  the  lumber  into  the  stream. 

I then  addressed  a note  to  Mr.  Maclauchlan 
which  I sent  by  two  o(  my  boatmen,  hoping  to  re- 
ceive a satisfactory  explanation,  but  having  no  time 
to  loose,  I proceeded  with  my  men  to  within  about 
five  miles  of  the  Allagash,  where  we  met  ralts  of 
timber,  without  men,  coming  down  the  river,  occa- 
sionally running  on  to  bars  and  rocks  and  breaking 
up.  When  within  about  two  mile3  of  the  mouth  ol 
the  Allagash,  I met  my  messenger  returning,  who 
informed  me  that  he  had  seen  Mr.  Maclauchlan, 
who  would  not  write  me,  that  he  had  used  him  rough- 
ly, and  had  told  him  that  he  might  say  to  me  lhathe 
would  meet  me  on  the  Fish  river.  I continued  on  my 
way  to  the  Allagash,  where  I met  twelve  of  Mac- 
lauchlan’s  boats  returning  with  their  men  and  bag- 
gage. I proceeded  up  the  river  until  I had  got  above 
all  the  timber  which  W'as  running,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  whole  of  Maclauchlan’s  party  had 
gone  down  the  river.  I then  turned  about  and  descend- 
ed about  nine  miles,  when  I found  the  party  which  I 
had  met  encamped  on  the  south  side  of  the  St.  John’s. 
I asked  them  what  was  their  object,  and  where  Mr. 
Maclauchlan  was?  of  this  they  w'ould  not  inform  me, 
but  that  their  orders  were  to  turn  offa  brow'  of  timber 
which  was  then  secure  on  the  bank.  I ordered  them 
to  leave  the  logs  and  timber  and  to  move  down  the  ri- 
ver, which  order  they  obeyed.  I followed  about  se- 
ven miles,  where  we  encamped  lor  the  night. 

The  next  morning  I continued  down  the  river  to 
Fish  river,  which  we  ascended  to  our  fort  and  found 
all  in  good  order  as  we  had  left.  For  further  parti- 
culars you  are  referred  to  the  bearer.  Your  obedient 
servant,  ALVIN  NYE, 

A ss't  provis.  Land  agent. 

Charles  Jarvis. 

St.  John's  river,  St.  Francis'  settlement, 
May  10th,  1839. 

To  James  Maclauchlan,  esq.  provincial  warden. 

Sir — Having  received  information  of  your  hav- 
ing ascended  the  St.  John’s  river  with  a party  of 
men,  with  the  avowed  intention  ofdriving  the  timber 
and  logs  now  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of 
Maine,  into  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  I am 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  informing  you 
that  such  an  act  will  be  in  violation  of  the  rights  of 
the  state. 

I request  you  therefore  to  desist,  as  my  instruc- 
tions are  such  that  I cannot  admit  of  the  timber  be- 
ing moved  from  this  territory.  Your  obedient  ser- 
vant, ALVIN  NYE,  as’t  P.  L.  agent. 

MAINE  AND  GEORGIA. 

From  the  Southern  Recorder. 

Executive  department, 
Trenton,  N.  J.  March  12 Lh,  1839. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  directions  therein 
contained,  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a copy  of  a 
joint  resolution  adopted  at  the  present  session  by 
the  legislature  of  this  slate — with  a copy  of  the 
report  of  a committee  on  which  the  same  is  founded: 

A nd  to  remain  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  WM.  PENNINGTON, 

Govei  nor  of  New  Jersey. 

His  excellency  the  governor  of  Georgia. 

The  joint  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
report  and  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Georgia,  relative  to  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the 
governor  of  the  state  of  Maine,  to  surrender  upon 
the  demand  of  the  governor  of  Georgia  certain  citi- 
zens of  the  former  state  charged  with  the  commis- 
sion of  a crime  against  the  laws  of  the  latter,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration  and  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report  thereon: 

The  duty  of  every  state  or  nation,  not  to  permit 
its  territory  to  become  an  asylumn  for  criminals,  but 
to  surrender  upon  request,  those  who  have  fled  to  it 
to  escape  the  punishment  due  to  the  crimes  which 
they  have  committed  in  another  country,  may  be 
regarded  as  a well  established  principle  of  the  laws 
which  regulate  the  intercourse  of  civilized  nations. 
Although  this  has  been  questioned  by  some  whose 
opinions  are  entitled  to  great  respect,  it  is  support- 
ed by  reason,  usage  and  weight  of  authority.  It  is 


a settled  rule  pervading  the  criminal  jurisprudence 
of  the  whole  civilized  v\  orld,  that  no  state  can  right- 
fully punish  any  crime,  however  enormous,  perpe- 
trated beyond  its  own  limits.  If  therefore  the  per- 
petrator of  the  grossest  offences  against  humanity, 
can  but  escape  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  coun- 
try where  the  crime  was  committed,  he  will  go 
unpunished,  unless  the  government  to  which  he  has 
tied  will  lend  its  aid  in  bringing  him  to  justice. 
Were  the  means  of  impunity  so  easy,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  give  force  and  efficacy  to  laws  design- 
ed to  restrain  the  evil  passions  of  mankind,  especi- 
ally among  those  inhabiting  the  borders  of  a coun- 
try. A regard  for  justice,  therefore,  as  well  as  for 
he  safety  of  their  own  citizens,  ami  the  avoidance 
of  perpetually  recurring  causes  of  misunderstanding 
and  complaint,  requires  that  governments  should 
mutually  aid  each  other  in  arresting  and  subjecting 
to  the  rigor  of  the  laws,  these  whom  other  motives 
are  insufficient  to  withhold  from  wrongand  violence. 
Accordingly  the  duty  of  surrendering  fugitives  from 
justice,  is  now  generally  recognized  and  acted  on 
throughout  the  civilized  world. 

The  principal  difficulty  has  been  in  determining 
how  far  the  rule  should  be  extended,  and  what  of- 
fences should  be  considered  as  falling  within  it. 
While  some  writers  confine  its  application  to  crimes 
against  the  laws  of  nature,  others  would  carry  it 
further,  and  embrace  within  its  operation,  offences 
which  are  made  such  only  by  the  positive  laws  of 
the  state.  Between  sovereign  and  independent 
states,  the  extent  of  which  it  shall  be  applied,  is 
commonly  regulated  by  agreement,  and  provisions 
for  that  purpose  have  been  inserted  in  several  of 
the  treaties  made  by  the  United  States,  with  foreign 
powers. 

But  this  duty,  as  between  the  different  states  of 
the  union,  does  not  depend  either  in  its  obligation 
or  its  extent,  upon  the  law  of  nations.  The  illus- 
trious men  who  had  the  courage  and  patriotism  to 
declare  and  achieve  their  independence,  had  also 
the  sagacity  to  perceive  that  the  intimate  union  and 
harmonious  connection  which  they  sought  to  estab- 
lish between  them  could  not  be  maintained  with- 
out some  provision  that  should  prevent  each  from 
becoming  an  asylum  to  fugitives  from  the  others. 
They  therefore  inserted  in  the  ai  tides  of  confedera- 
tion, a clause  requiring  fugitives  from  justice  to  be 
delivered  up  for  punishment  to  the  state  where  their 
crimes  had  been  committed.  The  same  principle 
somewhat  modified  was  adopted  into  and  now  forms 
part  of  the  federal  constitution,  to  the  following 
terms,  viz:  “A  person  charged  in  any  state  with 

treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  lrom 
justice,  and  be  found  in  another  state,  shall  on  de- 
mand of  the  executive  authority  of  the,  state  from 
which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the 
state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime.”  Ttiis  lan- 
guage, it  will  be  perceived,  is  broad  and  compre- 
hensive, and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  ought 
to  be  liberally  construed.  It  extends  to  all  crimes 
— by  which  are  manifestly  intended,  crimes  ao-ainst 
the  laws  of  the  state  fiom  which  the  fugitive  has 
escaped.  Each  state  is  entitled  to  prescribe  such 
rules  for  the  government  of  its  own  citizens  and 
the  regulation  of  its  own  internal  affairs,  as  it  may 
see  fit,  subject  only  to  the  constitution  of  the  union. 
By  the  laws  of  nations,  a citizen  of  one  country, 
wdiose  business  or  pleasure  carries  him  into  another 
is  entitled,  except  in  case  of  war,  to  the  protection 
of  its  laws,  and  in  return,  he  is  bound  equally  with 
its  own  citizens,  to  respect  and  obey  those  laws 
w'hile  he  remains.  Even  ignorance  of  those  laws 
■though  it  may  palliate,  and  in  a moral  view  destroy 
its  guilt,  will  in  a court  of  laws,  alford  no  justifica- 
tion for  their  infraction. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  se- 
cure? to  the  citizens  of  each  state  all  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states,  does 
not  in  terms  and  cannot  in  reason,  lessen  the  force 
or  extent  of  this  obligation.  A citizen  ol  New  Jer- 
sey who  should  go  into  the  state  of  New  York,  and 
there  do  an  act,  which  within  the  limits  of  this  state 
he  might  lawfully  do,  but  which  the  laws  of  New 
York  had  made  a crime,  and  should  then  return  to 
his  home,  would  he  within  the  language  and  spirit 
of  this  clause  of  the  conslitution,  equally  with  a 
citizen  of  New  York,  who  had  done  the  ’same  act 
and  had  then  fled  hither  to  c-scape  the  punishment 
which  he  knew  would  overtake  him  if  he  remained 
And  whether  the  citizen  of  New  Jersey,  uncon- 
scious of  offence,  should  return  leisurely  and 
openly,  after  accomplishing  the  purpose  of  his  jour- 
ney, or  should  flee  hastily,  and  by  stealth,  he  would 
equally  “flee  from  justice”  within  the  meaning  of 
the  constitution.  ° 

Nor  is  it  requisite  that  the  guilt  of  the  furitive 
thus  demanded,  should  be  established  and  proven 
before  the  authorities  of  the  state  where  he  is  found 
are  bound  to  deliver  him  up.  Even  between  states 
wholly  independent  and  disconnected,  the  law  0f 
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nations  requires  only  that  reasonable  grounds  for 
the  charge,  sufficient  to  put  the  accused  upon  his 
trial,  shall  be  shown:  and  with  good  reason,  as  the 
witnesses  by  whom  the  crime  is  to  be  proved,  will 
naturally  and  usually  be  in  the  country  where  it 
was  committed,  and  it  might  be  highly  inconve- 
nient for  them  to  pursue  the  fugitive.  But  what- 
ever ground  there  might  be  for  doubt  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  charge,  or  the  evidence  by  which  it 
should  be  supported,  if  the  constitution  was  our 
only  guide,  has  been  removed  by  the  action  of  a con- 
gress, which  numbered  among  its  members  many 
who  had  taken  part  in  the  framing  or  adoption  of 
that  instrument. 

An  act  of  congress  passed  February  12th,  1793, 
provides,  “That  whenever  the  executive  authority 
of  any  state  in  the  union,  or  of  either  of  the  terri- 
tories northwest  or  south  of  the  river  Ohio,  shall  de- 
mand any  person  as  a fugitive  from  justice,  of  the 
executive  authority  of  any  such  state  or  territory  to 
which  such  person  shall  have  fled,  and  shall  more- 
over produce  the  copy  of  an  indictment  found  on  an 
affidavit  made  before  a magistrate  of  any  state  or 
territory,  as  aforesaid,  charging  the  person  so  de- 
manded with  having  committed  treason,  felony  or 
other  crime,  certified  as  authentic  by  the  governor 
or  chief  magistrate  of  the  state  or  territory  from 
whence  the  person  so  charged  fled,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  executive  authority  of  the  state  or  ter- 
ritory to  which  such  person  shall  have  fled,  to  cause 
him  or  her  to  be  arrested  and  secured,  and  notice  of 
the  arrest  be  given  to  the  executive  authority  mak- 
ing such  demand,  or  to  the  agent  of  such  authority 
appointed  to  receive  the  fugitive,  and  to  cause  the 
fugitive  to  be  delivered  to  such  agent  when  he  shall 
appear.”  This  law  prescribes  the  duty  of  the  exe- 
cutive authority  of  a state  upon  whom  a demand  is 
made,  in  plain  terms,  and  reduces  within  very  nar- 
row limits  the  examination  which  he  is  to  make  be- 
fore acting.  If  a duly  authenticated  copy  of  an  in- 
dictment, or  an  affidavit  certified  as  authentic,  and 
charging  the  person  demanded  with  acts  which  by 
the  law  of  the  state  where  they  were  done  amount 
to  a crime,  and  the  proper  evidence  of  those  laws 
are  produced,  he  has  no  right  to  inquire  , whether 
the  indictment  or  affidavit  is  true,  but  is  bound  at 
once  to  take  measures  for  causing  the  person  so 
charged  to  be  arrested  and  secnred.  He  may  not 
pause  to  inquire  whether  the  person  demanded  is 
guilty  of  the  charge  made  against  him,  or  whether 
the  laws  against  which  he  is  accused  of  offending, 
are  right  or  proper,  or  whether  from  excitement  in 
the  public  mind  or  from  any  other  cause,  he  is  in 
danger  of  being  denied  a fair  and  impartial  trial. 
None  of  these  questions  lie  in  the  path  of  duty 
marked  out  for  him,  and  which  he  ought  to  pursue 
without  deviation  or  reluctance. 

Such  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  are  the 
rules  by  which  the  conduct  of  the  several  states  of 
the  union  towards  each  other,  on  this  delicate  and 
important  subject,  ought  to  be  regulated.  And 
were  there  no  other  motive  for  the  faithful  and 
prompt  observance,  than  the  fact  that  they  are  part 
of  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  that  alone  ought  to 
be  abundantly  sufficient. 

New  Jersey  has  never  yet  refuse  a ready  and 
willing  obedience  to  this  or  any  other  requirement 
of  the  constitution;  and  the  committee  hope  and 
trust  that  she  never  will.  She  has  ever  regarded 
with  feelings  of  veneration  and  attachment,  that 
glorious  monument  of  the  wisdom  and  patriotism 
of  our  fathers,  and  recognised  the  sacredness  ofthe 
obligation  which  she  assumed  by  its  ratification. 
But°aside  from  the  imperative  duty  thus  imposed, 
and  the  many  and  great  benefits  arising  from  the 
union  which  that  constitution  has  cemented,  the  in- 
terest and  safety  of  the  several  states,  if  wholly 
independent  and  unconnected,  would  require  the 
adoption  and  observance  of  similar  rules  of  inter- 
course; lying  as  they  do  contiguous  to  each  other, 
separated  only  by  narrow  rivers,  and  in  many  in- 
stances only  by  imaginary  lines,  with  the  means  of 
passin0,  from  one  to  another  so  numerous  and  rapid, 
the  criminal  code  of  each  must  inevitably  become 
the  laughing  stock  of  the  vicious  and  abandoned, 
if  the  crossing  of  a boundary  line  should  ever  be  a 
security  against  punishment.  It  needs  no  labored 
argument  to  prove  that  in  this  matter  at  least,  the 
palh  of  duty  and  of  interest  is  one  and  the  same, 
and  should  be  carefully  and  cheerfully  followed. 

Upon  the  conduct  of  the  executive  of  the  state 
of  Maine  in  the  particular  case  which  has  given 
rise  to  the  report  and  resolutions  referred  to  them, 
the  committee  express  no  opinion.  There  are  no 
documents  before  them  to  show  by  what  reasons 
and  motives  that  conduct  was  guided— and  if  there 
■were,  they  would  not  feel  themselves  entitled  to 
pass  upon  them.  The  states  between  which  this 
difficulty  has  unhappily  arisen,  are  the  political 
equals  of  New  Jersey,  and  much  as  she  may  regret 
that  any  contrariety  of  feeling  and  opinion  should 


exist  between  them,  she  claims  no  right  to  thrust 
upon  either  her  unsolicited  umpirage.  But  she 
may,  without  offence,  challenge  each  to  a friendly 
and  generous  strife  with  her,  and  with  each  other 
in  the  faithful  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  our  so- 
cial compact,  and  in  devotion  to  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  our  common  country. 

A.  ARMSTRONG, 
JAPHET  IRELAND, 
WILLIAM  STYLES, 
JOHN  SUMMER1LL,  Jr. 
JESSE  RICHARDS, 

March  4 th,  1839. 

STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY JOINT  RESOLUTION. 

Be  it  resolved  by  Ihe  council  and  general  assembly 
of  ibis  stale,  That  the  report  of  the  joint  commit- 
tee, to  whom  were  referred  the  report  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  be 
accepted,  and  that  the  governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  copies  thereofto  the  governors  ol  the  states 
of  Georgia  and  Maine. 

In  council,  March  6th,  1839.  This  joint  resolu- 
tion having  been  three  times  read  and  compared  in 
council. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  do  pass. 

By  order  of  council,  A.  PARSONS, 

Vice  president  of  council. 

House  of  assembly,  March  7th,  1839.  This 
joint  resolution  having  been  three  times  read  in  the 
house  of  assembly. 

Resolved , That  the  same  do  pass. 

By  order  of  the  house  of  assembly, 

LEWIS  CONDICT,  speaker. 

MR.  STEVEN’S  ADDRESS. 

To  ihe  people  of  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Fellow  citizens:  In  accordance  with  your 
wishes  I presented  myself  to  the  body  now  exer- 
cising the  duties  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
this  commonwealth,  and  desired  to  have  adminis- 
tered to  me  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law’.  A ma- 
jority of  that  body,  using  the  same  unconstil  utional 
and  unlawful  means  which  invested  them  with 
official  authority,  refused  to  allow  me  to  occupy  that 
seat,  to  which  I had  been  called  by  the  free  choice 
of  my  fellow  citizens.  Under  the  most  shallow, 
hypocritical  and  false  pretences,  they  have  declar- 
ed my  seat  vacant,  and  imposed  upon  you  the  ex- 
pense of  a new  election,  to  be  held  on  tiie  14th  day 
of  June  next.  In  doing  so  they  have  committed 
an  unprecedented  outrage  on  the  rights  of  the 
people.  If  submitted  to  by  that  people,  liberty  has 
become  but  a mere  name.  Already  is  the  constitu- 
tion suspended,  and  the  most  sacred  contracts  be- 
tween the  state  and  individuals  are  violated  with 
the  most  daring  and  reckless  audacity.  The  tyrants, 
who  have  usurped  power,  have  determined  to  op- 
press and  plunder  the  people.  It  is  for  you  to  say 
whether  you  will  be  their  willing  slaves.  If  they 
are  permitted  finally  to  triumph, you  hold  your  liber- 
ty, your  lives,  your  reputation,  and  your  property, 
at  their  will  alone. 

I had  hoped  that  no  circumstances  would  occur, 
which  would  render  it  necessary  forme  to  be  again 
a candidate  for  your  suffrages.  Both  my  inclina- 
tion and  my  interest  require  me  to  retire  from  pub- 
lic life.  But  I will  not  execute  that  settled  inten- 
tion, when  it  will  be  construed  into  cowardice  or 
despondency.  To  refuse  to  be  a candidate  now, 
would  be  seized  upon  by  my  enemies  as  an  evidence 
that  I distrust  the  people,  and  am  afraid  to  intrust 
to  them  the  redress  of  their  own  wrongs.  I feel  no 
such  fear  no  such  distrust.  Without  intending  any 
invidious  comparison,  I have  always  said,  what  I 
still  believe,  that  the  people  of  Adams  county  have 
more  intelligence,  and  not  less  honesty,  than  the 
people  of  any  other  county  in  the  state.  To  such 
a people,  I can  have  no  fear  in  appealing  against 
lawless  aggressions.  To  them  I do  appeal,  to  re- 
store to  me  that  which  was  their  free  gift,  and 
therefore  my  right,  and  of  which  I have  been  rob- 
bed by  those  who  “tee!  power  and  forget  right.” 

I present  myself  to  you  as  a candidate  to  fill  that 
vacancy  which  was  created  to  wound  my  and  your 
feelings.  I do  not  wait  lo  receive  a party  nomina- 
tion from  my  friends.  The  question  now  to  be  de- 
cided is  above  all  party  considerations,  and  would 
be  disgraced  by  sinking  it  to  the  level  of  a party 
contest.  Every  freeman  must  be  impelled  to  resist 
this  public  outrage  as  a personal  wrong  to  himself! 
Every  thing  dear  to  him  in  his  country;  his  liberty, 
the  liberty  of  his  children,  and  the  title  to  his  pro- 
perty, admonish  him  to  rise  above  every  paltry 
personal  and  party  consideration,  and  rebuke  tyran- 
ny at  that  great  tribunal  of  freemen — the  ballot  box. 

While,  however,  you  are  determined,  resolute 
and  energetic,  let  me  implore  you  not  to  imitate 
the  example  of  our  oppressors;  but  do  every  thing 
calmly  and  temperately.  This  admonition  is  hard- 
ly necessary  to  the  orderly  citizens  of  Adams  coun- 


ty; but  when  oppression  is  so  intolerable,  as  at  pre- 
sent, it  is  difficult  i'or  the  most  peaceable  and  quiet 
men  to  control  their  indignation.-  With  respect 
and  gratitude,  I am  your  obedient  servant, 

THADDEUS  STEVENS. 

Harrisburg,  May  25,  1839. 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLIES  OF  THE  PRES- 
BYTERIAN CHURCH. 

From  the  Philadelphia  lnquiier,  May  25. 

NEW  SCHOOL. 

Friday,  May  24 — Morning  session.  After  prayer, 
the  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Dr.  Hill,  from  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the 
church,  reported  in  part;  and  his  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wisner,  from  the  commiltee  to  prepare  a 
declaration  on  the  present  condition  of  the  Presby- 
teiian  church,  made  a report  which  was  accepted 
and  re-coinmitted. 

Judge  Darling  from  the  committee,  then  read  the 
following  report,  which  was  received: 

Terms  of  compromise. 

Whereas,  the  committee  of  twelve,  appointed  by 
the  general  assembly  of  1838,  at  the  session  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Philadelphia,  did, 
through  their  legal  counsel,  in  November  last,  pre- 
vious to  the  trial  before  judge  Rogers,  at  nisi  prius, 
propose  certain  terms,  most  liberal,  just  and  equita- 
ble, for  the  pacification  of  the  church,  by  which 
terms  this  body  is  willing  to  abide:  and,  whereas, 
there  has  been  falsely  imputed  to  us  a spirit  of  liti- 
gation which  we  always  deplored — therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  plan  of  peaceable 
division  be  published — that  all  may  know  our  strong 
desire  for  peace,  and  to  whom  the  blame  of  litiga- 
tion, past  and  prospective,  belongs. 

“In  order  to  resume  an  amicable  and  equitable 
adjustment  of  difficulties  existing  in  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  of  the  United  States,  it  is  hereby  agreed, 
by  the  respective  parties,  that  the  following  shall 
be  the  articles  on  which  the  division  shall  be  made 
and  continued: 

Art.  I.  The  successors  of  the  body  which  held 
its  sessions  in  Ranstead  court,  shall  hereafter  be 
known  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  “General  As- 
sembly of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America.”  The  successors  of  the  body 
which  held  its  session  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  shall  hereafter  be  known  by  the  name  and 
style  of  “The  General  Assembly  of  the  American 
Presbyterian  Church.” 

Art.  II.  Joint  application  shall  be  made  by  the 
parties  to  tiiis  agreement,  to  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  a charter  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of 
eacli  of  the  respective  bodies,  securing  to  each  the 
immunities  arid  privileges  now  secured  by  the  ex- 
isting charter  to  the  trustees  of  the  general  assem- 
bly of  the  United  States  Presbyterian  church,  sub- 
ject, nevertheless,  to  the  limitation  and  articles 
herein  agreed  on;  and  when  so  obtained,  the  exist- 
ing charter  shall  be  surrendered  to  the  state. 

Art.  III.  Churches,  ministers  and  members  of 
churches,  as  well  as  presbyteries,  shall  be  at  full 
liberty  to  decide  to  which  of  the  said  assemblies 
they  will  be  attached;  and  in  case  the  majority  of 
legal  voters  of  any  congregation  shall  prefer  to  be 
connected  with  any  presbytery  connected  with 
the  assembly  to  which  their  presbytery  is  not  at- 
tached, they  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  stated 
clerk  of  the  presbytery  which  they  wish  to  have; 
and  their  connexion  witli  such  presbytery  shall 
thenceforth  cease. 

Art.  IV.  The  theological  seminary  of  Princeton, 
the  western  theological  seminary,  the  board  of 
foreign  missions,  the  board  of  domestic  missions, 
the  board  of  education,  with  Die  funds  appertaining 
to  each,  shall  be  the  property  and  subject  to  the  ex- 
clusive control  ofthe  body  which,  according  to  this 
agreement,  shall  be  chartered  under  the  title  of  the 
‘ General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
the  United  States  of  America.” 

This  agreement  shall  not  be  considered  as  a se- 
cession on  the  part  of  either  body  from  the  Presby- 
teiian  church  in  the  United  States,  hut  as  a volun- 
tary and  amicable  division  of  this  church  into  two 
denominations,  each  retaining  all  the  ecclesiastical 
and  pecuniary  righls  of  the  whole  body,  with  the 
limitations  and  the  articles  above  specified.” 

Note. — The  only  reply  which  the  committee  re- 
ceived to  these  articles  of  agreement,  was,  that  they 
could  not  be  accepted;  that  the  old  school  party 
would  agree  that  the  members  ofthe  constitutional 
general  assembly,  and  those  who  adhere  to  it,  might 
leave  Ihe  Presbyteriun  church  without  molestation 
from  them;  and  that  they  should  not  be  called  “Se- 
ceders.” 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  preceding  day, 
viz:  the  minute  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  was  re- 
sumed. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JUNE  1,  1839— LAW  CASES. 


217 


Mr.  Caslcil,  on  leave,  withdrew  an  amendment 
which  he  had  offered. 

Mr.  Rankin  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  read  “great 
moral  evil  from  the  churches.” 

Mr.  Graves  then  moved  to  postpone  this  amend- 
ment and  the  whole  report,  with  a view  to  intro- 
duce a substitute: 

The  motion  to  postpone,  was  carried. 

The  substitute  of  Mr.  Graves  was  taken  up,  and 
after  some  discussion,  the  assembly  adjourned  tilt 
S^,  P.  M.  concluded  with  prayer. 

In  the  afternoon  session,  the  discussion  on  slavery 
was  resumed,  and  several  members  spoke. 

The  question  was  closed  by  the  passage  of  the 
following  resolution: 

“Whereas,  certain  memorials  have  been  sent  up 
to  this  assembly  from  several  presbyteries,  desiring 
some  action  on  the  subject  of  slavery:  And  where- 
as these  memorials  have  been  read  and  freely  dis- 
cussed by  this  body:  And  whereas,  this  assembly 
is  made  up  of  members  from  different  portions  of 
our  extended  country,  who  honestly  differ  in  opi- 
nion, as  well  in  regard  to  the  propriety  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  ecclesiastical  action  in  the  case;  there- 
fore. 

Resolved,  That  this  assembly  does  most  solemnly 
refer  to  the  lower  judicatories,  the  subject  ol'slavery, 
leaving  it  to  them  to  take  such  order  thereon,  as  in 
their  judgment  will  be  most  judicious,  and  adapted 
to  remove  the  evil. 

A season  of  prayer  and  appropriate  religious  ex- 
ercises then  followed.  After  which  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Tappan  was  resumed,  and  occupied  the  remainder 
of  the  day. 

OLD  SCHOOL. 

The  thanksgiving  resolutions  had  not  been  dis- 
posed of  at  the  hour  of  adjournment  on  Thursday. 

Friday. — The  assembly  opened  with  prayer. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  adopted. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Messrs,  A. 
Smith,  Kelton,  Henderson,  and  Woodbridge. 

The  protest  and  complaint  of  the  synod  of  Cin- 
cinnati was  taken  up,  and  at  the  request  of  the  party 
most  interested,  leave  was  given  to  withdraw  it. 

The  committee  on  mileage  made  a report,  which 
was  accepted  and  adopted. 

The  committee  on  psalmody  made  a report,  which 
was  accepted  and  adopted. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  declared  elected 
to  fill  vacancies  in  the  board  of  domestic  missions: 

Ministers — Samupl  Miller,  W.  B.  Sprague,  Fred. 
Herron,  Henry  B.  Weed,  Wm.  M.  Engles,  C.  Van 
ltensallear,  W.  M.  Murray,  Elisha  McCurdy,  Alex- 
ander O.  Patterson,  Charles  C.  Benton. 

Laymen — Solomon  Allen,  Joseph  Lennox,  W. 
Nassau,  Robert  Stewart,  Wm.  R.  Thompson,  J ames 
Field. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Miller,  A.  Alexander,  and 
James  Carrahan,  be  a committee  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  if  any,  what  measure  ought  to  be 
adopted  for  securing  to  the  children  and  young 
people  of  our  church  more  full  advantages  of  Chris- 
tian education  than  have  hitherto  been  afforded. 

The  committee  on  overture  No.  5*made  a report, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  docket. 

The  assembly  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day,  viz: 
the  receipt  of  the  annual  report  of  the  board  of  mis- 
sions. The  report  was  presented  and  read.  Ad- 
dresses were  made,  and  on  motion,  the  report  was 
referred  to  a committee. 

Nominations  were  made  and  tellers  appointed 
in  relation  to  vacancies  in  the  board  of  foreign 
missions. 

The  committee  on  overtuie  No.  15,  made  are- 
port,  which  was  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  general  agent  of  the  board  of 
foreign  missions  be  ex-officio  a member  of  the  ex- 
ecuiive  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  be  authorised  to  increase 
the  number  of  vice-presidents  to  twelve. 

The  committee  on  overture  No.  13,  made  a re- 
poit,  which  was  accepted. 

A matter  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line  of  the 
synod  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  was  debated  at 
considerable  length,  and  referred  to  the  next  gene- 
ral assembly. 

Members  of  the  board  of  Foreign  missions  ( for  4 
years).  The  following  gentlemen  were  reported 
as  elected: 

Ministers — Elias  W.  Crane;  C.  C.  Cuyler,  D.  D.; 
S.  Chamberlain,  D.  D.;  C.  Cummings,  D.  D.;  T. 
L.  Dinwiddie;  S.  S.  Davis;  J.  M.  Dickey;  Wm.  L. 
Breckenridge;  D.  Elliott,  D.  D.;  Thomas  Goulding, 
D.  D.;  Samuel  L.  Graham,  D.  D.;  Jacob  Green; 
Ashbel  Green,  D.  D.;  Francis  Herron,  D.  D.; 
James  Hoge,  D.  D ; in  the  place  of  the  Rev.  T. 
D Baird,  Win.  C.  Anderson. 

Laymen — Piobert  Archer,  M.  I.  Bevan,  N.  Brew- 
er, 1 . 1 . Rry an,  James  N.  Dickson,  Jos.  D.  Engles, 
Nath.  Ewing,  James  Fitzgerald,  John  Hannen, 


W.  Harris,  Alex.  Henry,  Robert  Jaffray,  John 
Kerr,  James  Lenox;  in  place  of  Samuel  Boyd,  Wal- 
ter Lowrie. 

The  thanksgiving  resolutions  were  then  again 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

COMMODORE  PREBLE. 

The  following  interesting  memoir  of  this  gallant 
officer,  is  copieil  from  the  Courier  of  Portland, 
Maine,  his  native  city. 

Commodore  Preble.  Our  contemporary  the 
Argus,  is  mistaken  in  its  information  relative  to  the 
birth  of  our  renowned  townsman  commodore  Preble. 
In  speaking  of  the  ship  launched  in  Portsmouth  to 
which  his  name  has  been  given,  it  says,  the  vessel, 
received  the  name  of  Preble,  “in  honor  of  the  distin- 
guished commodore  whose  place  of  nativity  was  the 
town  of  York,  within  this  state,  within  half  a dozen 
miles  of  where  the  vessel  was  built.” 

As  we  cannot  afford  to  lose  the  reputation  of  giv- 
ing birth  to  this  distinguished  son,  we  propose  to 
furnish  a brief  notice  of  him,  and  thus  retrace  some 
of  the  prominent  acts  of  his  life.  Commodore  Pre- 
■ fcle  was  born  in  this  town  in  August  1761:  his  father, 

I Jedediali  Preble,  moved  here  from  York  about  1750, 

| and  married  in  1754  for  his  second  wife,  a daughter 
1 of  Joshua  Bangs,  who  came  herefrom  Cape  Cod, 
and  from  whom  the  island  at  the  mouth  of  our  har- 
bor is  named.  The  general  was  born  in  York,  from 
which  all  of  the  name  in  this  state  sprung,  in  1707. 
He  was  long  a respectable  merchant  in  town:  but  in 
the  French  war  with  true  military  ardor  he  joined 
the  army  under  gen.  Wolfe  in  charge  of  a company, 
was  present  at  the  capture  of  Quebec  and  was  near 
that  lamented  officer  when  he  fell.  He  was  gradu- 
ally promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  of  the 
provincial  troops,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  in  1763 
held  command  of  the  garrison  on  the  Penobscot. — 
He  was  twice  wounded  during  the  war.  In  1775  he 
was  appointed  major  general  of  the  Massachusetts 
troops  but  declined  on  account  of  his  age.  He  was 
appointed  a mandamus  councellor  under  the  crown 
in  1773;  was  the  first  senator  from  the  county  under 
the  new  constitution,  twelve  years  representative  of 
the  town  and  two  years  a judge  of.the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas.  He  died  at  last  laden  with  years  and 
honors  in  1784,  aged  77  years. 

Edward,  the  commodore,  inherited  the  spirit  and 
enterprise  of  his  father;  always  bold  and  daring  in 
his  youth,  he  sought  the  earliest  opportunity  for  the 
display  of  those  qualities  which  could  not  be  satisfied 
in  the  sphere  of  civil  life,  for  which  his  father  at  first 
designed  him.  As  early  as  1779  he  entered  the  lit- 
tle navy  of  the  revolution  as  midshipman  in  the  Pro- 
tector, a state  ship  of  29  guns.  On  his  first  cruise 
(his  ship  captured  a British  letter  of  marque  of  36 
guns;  but  on  the  second,  she  was  herself  captured  by 
a frigate  and  a sloop  of  war.  By  the  friendship  of 
col.  Tyng,  a refugee  and  a friend  of  his  father,  he 
was  released,  and  soon  afterward  entered  the  sloop 
of  war  Winthrop,  as  first  lieut.  While  in  this  ship 
tie  was  stationed  in  the  Penobscot,  where  he  distin- 
guished himself  by  capturing  an  armed  brig  of  su- 
perior force  to  the  Winthrop,  with  a tender  of  14 
men. 

After  the  peace  of  ’82,  there  being  no  employment 
for  him  in  the  service,  he  performed  various  voyages 
as  a shipmaster  to  different  parts  of  the  globe.  But 
in  1783  on  the  establishment  of  a navy  by  the  U.  S. 
he  was  one  of  the  five  lieutenants  first  appointed  and 
was  entrusted  with  the  command  of  the  Pickering. 
The  next  year  he  received  a captain’s  commission 
and  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Essex  ol 
36  guns.  In  this  ship  he  rendered  valuable  service 
to  our  commerce  in  the  Indian  and  Allantic  oceans; 
and  in  1300  he  conveyed  home  from  the  East  Indies 
14  American  merchantmen  valued  at  several  million 
of  dollars.  On  this  voyage  he  gave  chase  to  a French 
corvette  which  he  would  have  overtaken  had  not  the 
wind  died  away  which  permitted  her  to  escape  by 
means  of  her  sweeps.  On  his  return  he  was  appoint- 
ed to  tlie  Adams  for  the  Mediterranean,  but  was 
obliged  to  decline  the  command  fioiu  ill  health. 

In  May,  1803,  having  sufficiently  recovered  his 
health,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
squadron  destined  to  the  Mediterranean,  consisting 
of  seven  sail,  to  protect  the  commerce  and  the  sea- 
men of  tlie  U.  S.  then  continually  exposed  to  T cijio- 
litan  freebooters.  He  proceeded  to  his  destination 
in  the  Constitution  frigate,  then  as  now,  the  favorite 
ship  of  our  navy.  By  his  firm  and  vigorous  conduct 
for  more  than  a year  during  which  he  had  charge  ol 
this  squadron,  he  secured  peace  with  Morocco  and 
inspired  such  terror  in  the  other  Barbary  powers  ol 
the  American  arms  as  elevated  her  name  and  effec- 
tually protected  her  commerce  from  the  depredation 
of  these  marauders.  President  Jefferson  in  his  mes- 
sage of  Dec.  1SH3  mentions  “the  promptitude  and 
energy”  of  commodore  Preble  and  “the  conduct  ol 
our  olficers-geuerully,”  as  meriting  “entire  approba- 
tion.” 


It  was  during  this  service  that  our  navy  performed 
those  brilliant  teats  which  appioacb  to  the  romantic 
age  of  chivalry  and  w hich  spread  its  renown  through 
the  civilized  world.  Among  these  was  the  destruc- 
tion ol  the  Philadelphia  frigale  by  a party  of  volun- 
teers under  command  ot  Stephen  Decatur.  This  ship 
had  unfortunately  grounded  and  fallen  info  the  hands 
of  the  Tripolitans.  The  frigate  lay  in  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli  within  halfgun  shot  of  the  castle  and  princi- 
pal battery,  with  her  guns  mounted  and  loaded,  and 
two  corsairs  full  of  men  riding  near.  Decatur  with 
70  volunteers  entered  the  harbor  in  the  most  gallant 
manner  at  night,  hoarded  and  carried  the  trigate 
against  all  opposition,  slew  20  or  30  of  her  crew,  and 
drove  the  lest  overboard,  and  set  fire  to  the  ship 
without  the  loss  ofa  man. 

Other  instances  of  personal  valor  and  intrepidity 
were  displayed  by  our  gallant  officers  and  men,  more 
resembling  the  conflicts  of  the  crusaders,  than  the 
systematic  battles  of  modern  times.  TheTuiks  were 
astonished  at  their  desperale  courage,  and  asked  if 
those  men  that  fought  so  were  Americans,  or  inter- 
nals in  Christian  shape  sent  to  destroy  the  sons  of  the 
prophet.  An  instance  of  deep  self-devotion  occurred 
in  the  blowing  up  ofa  fire  ship  sent  by  com.  Preble 
into  the  harbor  lor  the  destruction  of  the  Tripolitan 
flotilla.  Capt.  Somers  had  charge  of  this  expedition 
accompanied  by  it.  Israel,  our  valiant  townsman  It. 
Wadsworth  and  ten  men.  The  fire  ship  having  gain- 
ed the  inner  harbor  was  boarded  and  captured  by 
two  of  the  enemy’s  gallics  containing  100  men  each. 
At  this  moment  the  fire  ship  with  100  barrels  of 
powder,  exploded!  and  friend  and  toe  were  buried  in 
one  common  grave.  The  effect  was  awful,  every 
battery  was  silenced  and  desoiafion  was  spread 
around. 

On  his  return  in  1804,  congress  voted  the  thanks 
of  the  nation  to  commodore  Preble  for  his  efficient 
serv  ices  in  the  Mediterranean,  with  an  emblematical 
medal,  which  was  presented  to  him  by  the  president 
in  terms  ofesteem  and  admiration,  tie  did  not  long 
survive  to  serve  his  country  or  enjoy  its  honors.  In 
1806  his  health  declined:  on  the  25lh  of  August, 
1807,  he  breathed  his  last,  in  the  47th  yearof  his  age. 

Commodore  Preble  bore  in  his  air  and  counte- 
nance the  signatures  of  his  character,  his  features 
expressed  strong  passions,  but  at  the  same  time 
manly  and  generous  feelings;  his  attitude  was  erect, 
his  step  firm  and  his  whole  appearance  commanding. 
He  was  a rigid  disciplinarian,  yet  he  won  the  affec- 
tion and  esteem  ol  those  w ho  served  under  him  by 
his  sincerity  and  generosity.  He  married  in  1801  a 
daughter  ol  the  late  Nathaniel  Deering  of  this  town, 
and  left  but  one  cliiid  to  transmit  his  name. 

He  lived  and  died  in  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Air.  Moorhead  as  a tavern;  this  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  one  of  the  respectable  old  establishments 
ot  the  town  which  had  lived  through  the  revolution. 
The  trout  yard,  now  occupied  with  brick  stores,  ex- 
tended to  (tie  street,  and  was  filled  with  ornamental 
trees  and  shrubbery.  The  estate  had  been  occupied 
by  his  lather  alter  the  war.  The  spirit  ol  modern 
improvement  has  divested  it  of  all  its  beauty  and  its 
venerable  associations. 


LAW  CASES. 

United  Stales  distinct  court — May  24. 

Judge  Betts  presiding. 

Hughes  <§•  Guynet  vs.  Jesse  Hoyt.  This  was  an 
action  to  recover  back  duties  alleged  to  have  been 
illegally  exacted  by  the  custom  house  amounting  to 
$3,51S  70,  and  which  the  plaintiffs  had  paid  under 
protest.  Tlie  articles  on  which  the  duties  had  been 
imposed  were  shawls,  w hich  the  plaintiffs  had  at 
different  periods  imported  from  Fiance.  They  are 
known  in  commerce  by  the  name  of  Thibet,  Broche 
and  Tartan  worsted  shawls,  and  are  composed 
either  of  worsted  and  cotton,  wool  and  cotton,  or 
worsted,  or  wool,  and  silk.  The  custom  house 
charged  them  with  a duly  ol  50  per  cent,  as  if  they 
were  woollen  goods. 

Air.  Lord,  lor  the  plaintiffs,  contended  that  no 
matter  of  what  materials  the  articles  were  compos- 
ed of,  that  as  shawls  they  were  exempt  from  duty; 
or  if  not  exempt  as  shawls,  that  as  they  were  manu- 
factures ol  silk  and  worsted,  or  were  worsted  stuff' 
goods,  on  either  or  all  of  those  grounds  they  were 
exempt  from  duty. 

Several  witnesses  were  examined  on  bolh  side®, 
and  it  appeared  that  this  desciiption  of  shaws  was 
generally,  if  not  universally,  classed  in  commerce 
as  worsted  goods.  And  that  some  of  those,  on 
which  the  plaintiffs  had  paid  the  duty,  were  com- 
posed of  worsted  and  cotton,  some  of  them  com- 
posed of  worsted  and  silk,  and  some  of  them  com- 
posed of  cotton  or  silk  and  wool. 

The  weight  of  evidence  went  to  show  that  what- 
ever might  be  tlie  materials  of  which  they  were 
composed,  wool  to  a greater  or  less  degree  formed 
a part  ot  some  of  them,  and  some  othtrs  ol  them 
were  all  wool. 
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The  court  charged  the  jury — -in  regard  to  those 
Jaws  which  impose  duties,  it  is  contended  on  the 
part  of  the  custom  house,  that  the  onus  lies  with 
the  merchant  to  show  that  the  article  is  clearly 
free  of  duty,  as  in  the  case  of  any  other  plaintiffs. 

The  officers  of  the  government  have  the  privi- 
lege of  charging  such  duties  as  they  are  instructed 
to  do,  and  the  merchants  are  obliged  to  pay  such 
duties  as  are  demanded,  as  they  could  not  other- 
wise get  their  goods.  But  this  does  not  vary  the 
obligation  of  the  government  to  make  out  their  right 
to  the  duty.  The  very  laws  which  impose  duties, 
make  it  incumbent  on  those  who  collect  the  duties, 
to  show  with  reasonable  evidence  that  they  were 
entitled  to  it. 

It  is  said  on  tile  part  of  the  plain'iffs  that  by  the 
acts  of  1832  and  1333,  shawls  as  a class  are  free  of 
duty.  The  court,  however,  thinks  that  the  term 
shawl  is  not  used  in  such  a general  sense,  but  was 
restricted,  by  its  place  in  the  sentence,  to  shawls 
either  of  worsted,  or  silk  and  worsted.  And  this 
was  the  view  formed  by  the  court  in  the  case  of 
Elliott  and  Svvartvvout,  l()th  Peters. 

The  next  question  was — supposing  the  chief 
component  parts  of  them  to  be  worsted,  or  silk  and 
worsted,  would  the  fact,  that  part  of  the  shawl  be- 
ing composed  of  wool,  rendered  it  liable  to  the 
woollen  duty?  According  to  my  view,  the  lan- 
guage of  the  court  in  the  case  of  Elliott  andSwart- 
wout,  would  subject  them  to  a woollen  duty,  if 
wool  is  a component  part  of  the  shawl. 

It  is  contended  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs  that 
the  articles  are  so  much  like  worsted,  and  worsted 
and  silk,  as  to  be  so  classed  by  dealers  in  them, 
and  therefore  exempt  us  worsted,  or  worsted  and 
silk  shawls,  although  there  may  be  some  wool  in 
them. 

On  this  part  ofthe  subject,  the  court  laid  it  down 
as  a rule,  that  if  at  the  time  these  laws  were  passed, 
the  articles  were  known  and  understood  to  be,' and 
were  called  worsted,  or  worsted  and  silk  goods, 
although  there  might  be  a portion  of  wool  in  them, 
they  were  free  of  duty.  But  if  not  at  that  time  so 
classed,  although  subsequently  so  classed,  they 
were  subject  to  duty. 

In  regard  to  the  presence  of  wool  in  the  article, 
the  law  did  not  regaid  the  quantity.  If  it  contain- 
ed any  quantity  of  wool,  it  was  subject  to  the  duty 
of  woollen  goods.. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiffs — $2,471. 

For  the  plaintiffs,  Mr.  Lord;  for  the  custom 
house,  Mr.  Buffer. 

The  amount  paid  by  the  plaintiffs  was  $3,518  70, 
and  the  difference  between  that  sum,  and  the 
amount  of  the  verdict,  was  allowed  by  the  jury  to 
remain  with  the  custom  house,  on  the  ground  that 
they  had  a right  to  charge  a woollen  duty  on  such 
of  the  shawls  as  were  wool  or  partly  composed  of 
wool. 

Important  to  importers  of  twist.  United  States 
circuit  court. — Judge  Betts  presiding — Samuel  F. 
Dorr  vs.  Jesse  Hoyt.  This  was  an  action  brought 
by  the  plaintiff,  an  extensive  importer  of  French 
goods,  against  the  defendant,  the  collector  of  this 
port,  to  recover  back  the  sum  of  $38  6 I,  being  the 
amount  of  duties  charged  on  an  importation  of 
‘'twist.” 

These  duties  had  been  charged  under  the  decision 
of  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  of  1833,  and  the 
entry  was  made,  and  the  duties  levied,  as  upon 
sewing  silk,  at  the  rate  of  $2  23  per  lb. 

The  plaintiff  contended  that  this  particular  arti- 
cle, twist,  was  not  in  itself  silk,  but  that  it  was  com- 
posed of  goat,  or  mohair  and  silk,  and  that  it  would 
not  serve  the  same  purpose  as  sewing  silk,  and  that 
under  the  tariff' it  was  provided  that  articles  of  im- 
portation of  which  silk  forms  a component  part, 
were  free  of  duty,  and  it  was  further  contended 
that  according  to  mercantile  usage,  twist  was  not 
sewing  silk,  under  which  class  the  duty  had  been 
claimed  and  exacted. 

The  entry  and  payment  of  the  duty,  under  pro- 
test, were  admitted,  and  the  plaintiff  called  a manu- 
facturer of  twist,  who  testified  to  the  article  being 
composed  partly  of  goat,  or  mohair,  and  partly  of 
silk. 

For  the  defence  it  was  contended  and  appeared 
that,  under  the  decision  of  the  comptroller  of  the 
treasury  of  1833,  this  article  had  been  entered  as 
all  goods  of  the  like  kind,  and  classified  as  sewing 
silk  by  the  custom  house  authorities. 

On  cross-examination,  however,  of  the  defend- 
ant’s witnesses,  it  came  out  that  the  component 
parts  of  the  article  twist,  were  a3  contended  by  the 
plaintiff. 

The  court  said  that  all  articles  manufactured 
partly  ot  silk,  or  ot  which  silk  was  a component 
part,  weie  entitled  to  be  admitted  free  of  duty. — ■ 
The  custom  house  department  had  established,  as 
it  appeared  by  the  testimony  adduced  in  this  case,  a 


rule  which  the  merchants  had  protested  against, 
and  this  was  a question  for  the  jury  to  pass  upon. 

The  jury,  without  leaving  their  seats,  found  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff'  for  the  amount  claimed, 
namely,  $33  60;  thus  sustaining  the  protest  of  the 
merchants,  that  twist  is  not  liable  to  payment  of 
duty. 

For  the  plaintiff,  Daniel  Lord,  jr.;  for  the  de- 
fendant, B.  F.  Butler,  esq. 

From  the  Oslego  Republican. 

The  Cooper  libel.  James  Fennimore  Cooper,  ns. 
Andrew  M.  Barber.  For  defendant  Morehouse 
Lathrop,  attorneys;  and  J.  A.  Spencer,  S.  S. 
Bowne,  and  Lyman  J.  Walworth,  counsel.  The 
suit  brought  by  Mr.  James  Fennimore  Cooper 
against  the  editor  ofthe  Ostego  Republican,  for  the 
publication  of  an  alledged  libel  on  the  novelist, 
some  two  years  since,  was  tried  at  Montgomery 
county  circuit  on  Wednesday  last,  judge  Willard 
presiding,  and  terminated  in  a verdict  of  $400  for 
the  plaintiff.  The  libel  itself,  it  will  be  recollected, 
consisted  solely  in  our  republishing  an  article  from 
the  Chenango  Telegraph,  in  which  Mr.  Cooper  was 
handled  rather  severely  than  otherwise,  and  which 
had  reference  exclusively  to  a dispute  which  had 
sprung  up  between  the  plaintiff  and  his  neighbors, 
relative  to  the  occupancy  or  use  of  a small  strip  of 
land  up  the  Ostego  lake,  which  for  years  and  years 
had  answered  the  purpose  of  resort  for  the  surround- 
ing villagers  during  the  hot  summer  months.  The 
intrinsic  value  of  this  piece  of  land  would  certainly 
not  exceed  ten  dollars!  In  republishing  (he  Che- 
nango article  we  accompanied  it  with  what  we  deem- 
ed at  the  time,  and  still  hold  to  be  a correct  version 
of  the  matter  at  issue,  taking  care  to  correct  such  of 
the  statements  in  the  former  as  were  at  variance 
with  the  facts,  and  actuated  throughout  with  the 
honest  and  avowed  purpose  of'  giving  a frank  and 
fearless  expose  of  an  affair,  which  had  already  crept 
into  the  columns  of  the  newspaper  press,  and  was 
then  widely  circulating  in  a distorted,  incorrect  and 
exaggerated  form. 

For  thus  assuming  a position  friendly  to  Mr. 
Cooper — for  no  reasonable  man  will  view  it  in  any 
other  light — the  novelist  commences  forthwith  a 
suit  against  us,  and  pushes  it  even  to  a final  issue 
in  a court  of  justice. 

It  was  contended  on  the  part  of  the  defence  in  this 
case,  and  subsequenlly  admitted  by  the  court,  that 
not  a particle  of  libellous  matter  existed  in  the 
stricture  of  the  defendant,  while  no  justification  of 
the  obnoxious  matter  of  the  Telegraph  was  setup — 
the  whole  together  indicating  upon  its  face,  as  we 
have  before  stated,  the  honest  intentions  of  the  de- 
fendant, and  a disposition  to  give  to  the  public 
what  was  repeatedly  called  for,  from  various  ansf 
highly  respectable  quarters,  viz:  a plain,  unvarnish- 
ed statemennt  of  facts,  without  fear,  favor  or  the 
hope  of  reward. 

The  court,  however,  excluded  the  entire  testimo- 
ny of  Ihe  defence  in  proof  of  the  facts  stated,  as  the 
truth  in  evidence,  it  was  alledged,  did  not  amount 
to  a justification  nor  could  be  given  in  mitigation  of 
damages — and  instructed  the  jury  accordingly  to 
find  a verdict — not  simply  a verdict,  but  a “respec- 
table’’ verdict,  (we  use  the  precise  term  of  the 
judge  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  suit  of  Mr. 
James  Fennimore  Cooper.  To  tills  decision  ofthe 
judge,  defendant’s  counsel  took  exceptions,  and  ap- 
plication will  be  made  to  the  supreme  court  for  a 
new  trial. 

The  plaintiff  summed  up  the  cause  himself  in  his 
own  behalf,  and  Joshua  Spencer,  esq.  of  Utica,  for 
the  defendant.  The  speech  of  Mr.  Spencer  was 
acknowledged  on  all  sides  to  be  one  of  the  most  for- 
cible and  eloquent  addresses  ever  made  to  a jury. — 
We  regret  that  our  notes  were  not  sufficiently  full 
to  enable  us  to  lay  it  before  our  readers  with  a de- 
gree of  accuracy  that  would  do  justice  to  the  speak- 
er himself. 

As  this  suit  may  be  deemed  still  pending,  we 
shall  delay  oui  intention,  for  the  present  of  going 
into  a thorough  and  minute  history  of  the  whole 
transaction — from  its  commencement  to  its  close. 

Important  legal  decisions.  The  supreme  court  of 
Louisiana  decided  at  New  Orleans  on  the  the  14th 
i nst.  in  the  case  ofthe  Atchafalaya  bank  vs.  Dawson; 
that  the  forfeiture  of  bank  charters  by  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  does  not  accrue  to  individu- 
als or  to  any  person  or  parly,  but  to  the  state  which 
gave  them;  and  it  alone  can  avail  of  forfeiture  and 
takeaway  the  charters.  That  although  by  a clause 
in  the  charter  of  the  Atchafalaya  bank  and  some 
others,  in  case  of  suspension  of  specie  payments  for 
90  days,  the  charter  is  ipso  faco  forfeited,  yet  the 
bank  continues  to  exist,  and  can  sue  and  be  sued 
until  the  state  choose  to  institute  proceedings,  and 
take  from  it  its  charter.  In  other  words,  that  bank 
charters  are  contracts  between  the  state  which 
grants  and  the  corporators  or  stockholders  who  ac- 
cept and  receive  them. 


REPORT  OFTHE  CLERK  OFTHE  HOUSE 
OF  REPRESENTATIVES  U.  STATESj 
In  compliance  with  the  “ad  to  authorise  ihe  appoint- 
ment of  additional  paymasters,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses, passed  July  4,  1836. 

Office  of  the  house  of  reps,  ofthe  U.  S.  March  18, 1839. 

In  obedience  to  the  6th  section  of  the  “act  to  au- 
thorise the  appointment  of  additional  paymasters, 
and  for  other  purposes,”  passed  July  4,  1836,  which 
requires  “the  secretary  of  the  senate  and  clerk  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  as  soon  as  may  be  af- 
ter the  close  of  each  session  of  congress,  to  publish 
a statement  of  all  appropriations  made  during  the 
session;  and  also  a statement  ofthe  new  offices  cre- 
ated, and  the  salaries  of  each;  and  also  a statement 
ofthe  offices,  the  salaries  of  which  are  increased, 
and  the  amount  of  such  increase,”  the  clerk  of  the 
house  of  representatives  submits  the  accompanying 
statements. 

H.  A.  GARLAND,  clerk  ho.  of  reps. 

Statement  of  appropriations  made  during  the  3d  ses- 
sion of  the  25  III  congress  ofthe  United  Slates  of 
America,  specifying  the  amount  and  object  of  each. 

THIRD  SESSION  25TH  CONGRESS. 

For  the  support  of  government  for  the  year  1839. 

H.  R.  891. 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of 
congress  and  delegates  $370,944  00 

For  pay  of  officers  and  clerks  of  the  se- 
nate and  house  of  representatives  43,400  00 
For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  contingent  expen- 
ses of  the  senate  35,000  00 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  contingent  expen- 
ses of  the  house  of  representatives  100,000  00 
H.  R.  981. 

For  compensation  to  the  president  and 
vice  president  of  the  United  Slates, 
the  secretary  of  state,  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  the  secretary  of  war,  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  and  the  post- 
master general  60,000  00 

For  salary  of  the  secretary  to  sign  pa- 
tents for  public  lands  per  act  of  March 
2,  3833  1,500  00 

For  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office 

of  the  secretary  of  slate  20,300  00 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  de- 
partment of  slate,  including  publish- 
ing and  distributing  the  laws  25,000  00 

For  compiling  and  printing  ihe  biennial 

register  1,800  00 

For  the  superintendent  and  watchmen  of 

the  northeast  executive  building  1,500  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building, 

including  fuel,  labor,  oil  and  repairs  3,350  00 
For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasi^v  16,450  00 

For  compensation  to  Ihe  clerks  in  said 

office,  per  act  of  23d  June,  1836  3,600  00 

For  compensation  to  the  first  comptrol- 
ler of  the  treasury  3,500  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  first  comp- 
troller 19,300  00 

For  compensation  to  the  second  comp- 
troller 3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  second 
comptroller,  including  the  compensa- 
tion of  two  clerks  transferred  from  the 
office  of  the  fourth  auditor  12,250  00 

For  compensation  to  the  first  auditor  of 

the  treasury  3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 

s nger  in  the  office  of  the  first  auditor  15,900 

For  compensation  to  the  second  auditor 

of  the  treasury  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  ofthe  second  audi- 
tor 17,900 

For  compensation  to  the  third  auditor  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  office  of  the  third 
auditor  27,250 

For  three  additional  clerks,  under  the 
act  of  the  20th  April,  1818,  to  enable 
the  third  auditor  to  execute  the  act  of 
0th  April,  1S38  2,400 

For  compensation  to  two  additional 
clerks,  employed  under  the  act  of  the 
18th  January,  1737,  for  the  payment 
of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  de- 
stroyed 2,400 

For  compensation  to  the  fourth  auditor  3,000 
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For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  fourth  audi- 
tor 15,950 

For  an  additional  clerk  in  the  same,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1337,  for  the  more  equitable 
administration  of  the  pension  fund  1,000 

For  compensation  to  the  fifth  auditor  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  fifth  auditor  9,800 
For  compensation  of  two  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  fifth  auditor,  according  to 
the  act  ofthe  7th  July,  1S38  2,000 

For  compensation  to  the  treasurer  of  the 

United  States  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States  10,750 

For  compensation  to  the  register  of  the 

treasury  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  register  of 
the  treasury  24,200 

For  compensation  of  the  commissioner 
of  the  general  land  office,  per  act  of  4th 
July,  1836  3,000 

For  compensation  of  the  recorder,  soli- 
citor, draughtsman,  and  assistant 
draughtsman,  clerks,  messengers,  and 


packers,  in  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  general  land  office  107,850 

For  compensation  to  the  solicitor  of  the 

treasury  3,500 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  office  of  the  solicitor  of 
the  treasury  3,950 

For  expenses  of  stationary,  printing  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
treasury  department,  viz: 

For  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  including  copying,  and  ex- 
penses incurred  in  consequence  of  the 


burning  of  the  treasury  building  12,500 

For  translating  foreign  languages,  and 
for  receiving  and  transmitting  pass- 
ports and  sea-letters,  in  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  300 

For  stating  and  printing  public  accounts  1,400 
For  the  office  of  the  first  comptroller  2,000 
For  the  office  of  the  second  comptroller  1,500 
For  the  office  of  the  first  auditor  1,000 

For  the  office  of  the  second  auditor  1,000 

For  the  office  of  the  third  auditor  1,000 

For  the  office  of  the  fourth  auditor  1,000 

For  the  office  of  the  fifth  auditor  1,000 

For  the  office  of  the  treasurer  of  the 

United  States  1,500 

For  the  office  of  the  register  of  the  trea- 
sury 3,000 

For  the  office  of  the  solicitor  of  the  trea- 
sury 1,000 

For  parchments,  books,  stationary,  ad- 
vertising, rent  of  an  additional  build- 
ing, and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
general  land  office,  and  for  books  and 
blanks  for  the  district  land  offices  19,753 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and 
two  watchmen  for  the  additional  build- 
ing for  the  use  of  the  general  land  of- 
fice 1,050 

For  compensation  of  the  superintendent 
and  watchman  of  the  southeast  execu- 
tive building  2,100 


For  contingent  expenses  of'  the  building 
occupied  by  the  treasury,  including 
fuel,  oil,  labor,  repairs,  furniture  and 
for  rent,  amounting  to  three  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  an- 


num 12,000 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  including  the  messenger  in  the 
bounty  land  bureau  13,300 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of 

the  secretary  of  war  3,000 

For  books,  maps  and  plans  for  the  war 

department  1,000 

For  compensation  of  extra  clerks,  when 

employed  in  saiil  office  3,000 

For  compensation  of  the  commissioner  of 

Indian  affairs  3,000 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sioner of  Indian  affairs  16, 100 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  2,000 

For  compensation  of  the  commissioner 

of  pensions  3,000 

For  compensation  of  clerks  transferred 
from  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  war 
to  the  office  ol  the  commissioner  of 
pensions  4,800 


For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messen- 
gers for  the  office  of  the  commission- 
er of  pensions,  authorised  by  the  act 
of  9th  May,  1836  13,450 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  3,000 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  paymaster  ge- 
neral 7,100 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  two  hundred  dollars  for  ar- 
rearages 700 

For  compensation  of  clerk  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  commanding 
general  1,500 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  300 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  adjutant  gene- 
neral  7,650 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  1,600 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  quarter  master 
general  7,300 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  1,000 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  commissary 
general  of  purchases  4,200 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  800 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  tile  commissary 
general  of  subsistence  4,300 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  3,200 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  chief  engi- 
neer 5,650 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  one  thousand  dollars  for  ex- 
penses attending  the  removal  of  the 
office  1,500 

For  compensation  to  clerk  and  messen- 
ger in  the  office  of  the  surgeon  gene- 
ral 1,650 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  500 

For  compensation  of  cleiks  and  messen- 
ger in  the  ordnance  office  8,650 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  1,000 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  mes- 
senger in  the  topographical  bureau  2.500 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bureau  1,235 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and 
watchmen  of  the  northwest  executive 
building  2,250 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building, 
including  rent  of  bounty  land  office, 
for  labor,  fuel,  oil  and  repairs,  and  for 
the  contingencies  of  the  fire  engines 
and  apparatus  4,700 

For  compensation  ofthe  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  the  navy  12,850 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  three  thousand  dollars  for 
extra  clerk  hire  6,000 

For  compensation  of  the  commissione,  s 

of  the  navy  board  10,500 

For  compensation  of  the  secretary  of  the 

navy  board  2,000 

For  compensation  of  file  clerks  and  mes- 
senger of  the  navy  board  8, 150 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  seven  hundred  dollars  for 
arrearages  of  extra  clerk  hire  2,500 

For  salary  of  superintendent  and  watch- 
man of  the  southwest  executive  build- 
ing 1,250 

For  altering  and  painting  passages  in 
said  building  1,800 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  build- 
ing 3,350 

For  compensation  to  three  assistant  post- 
masters general,  per  act  3d  July,  1S36  7,500 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messen- 
gers in  tile  general  post  office  48,600 

For  topographer  amt  additional  clerks  in 
said  office,  and  a clerk  lo  keep  the  ap- 
propriation account  11,600 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office, 
including  $4,000  for  rent  and  fuel  for 
the  auditor’s  office  12,500 

For  compensation  of  two  watchmen  GO  ) 

For  compensation  to  the  auditor  of  the 
post  office  3,000 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messen- 

gers  in  said  office  55,500 

For  eleven  additional  clerks  in  said  of- 
fice 13,200 

For  contingent  expens»s  of  said  office, 
including  the  expense  of  quarterly 
hooks,  stationary,  printing  and  pay  of 
laborers  4,700 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral northwest  of  the  Ohio  2,000 


For  compensation  to  clerks  in  his  office, 
per  acts  of  9th  May,  1836  6,300 

For  compensation  to  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral for  Illinois  and  Missouri  2,000 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office 
of  said  surveyor  general,  per  acts  of 
9th  May,  183’6  3,S20 

For  compensation  to  (he  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  Arkansas  2,000 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office 
of  said  surveyor  general  2,800 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  Louisiana  2,000 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office 
of  saiii  surveyor  general,  per  acts  of 
9th  May,  1836  2,500 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  Mississippi  2,000 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office 
of  saiil  surveyor  general,  per  acts  of 
^ 9th  May,  1S36  5,000 

For  compensation  ofthe  surveyor  general 
of  Alabama  2,000 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  (he  office 
of  saiil  surveyor  general,  per  act  of  9th 
May,  1836  2,200 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  gene- 
ral of  Florida  2,000 

For  compensation  of  clerk  in  the  office 

of  said  surveyor  general  3,500 

For  compensation  of  the  survpj'or  gene- 
ral of  Wisconsin,  and  of  the  clerks  in 
his  office,  per  act  of  12th  June,  1838  3,100 

For  extra  clerks  and  draughtsmen  in  ttie 
offices  of  the  Surveyors  general,  to  be 
apportioned  according  to  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  service  8,000 

For  extra  clerks  to  describe  field-notes 
of  survey,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
them  preserved  at  tin;  seat  of  govern- 


ment, to  be  expended  incase  fire-proof 


vaults  are  not  furnished  for  their  preser- 
vation, at  the  following  offices,  viz: 

Of  the  surveyor  general  northwest  of  the 

Ohio  4,500 

Of  the  surveyor  general  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri  3,830 

Ofthe  surveyor  general  of  Arkansas  3,000 

Of  the  surveyor  general  of  Louisiana  4,500 

Of  the  surveyor  general  of  M ississippi  4,290 

Of  the  surveyor  general  of  Wisconsin  3,000 

For  compensation  to  the  commissioner  of 

public  buildings  in  Washington  2,300 

For  compensation  to  three  assistants  fo 
the  commissioner,  as  superintendent  of 
the  Potomac  bridge,  and  for  the  ex- 
pense of  oil  for  the  lamps  1.950 

For  compensation  to  officers  and  clerks  of 
the  mint  20,4)0 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  tile  mint,  and  for  contingent 
expenses  23,000 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses, 
including  the  wastage  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver, fuel,  materials,  slationary,  water- 
rent,  and  taxes  IS, 000 

For  new  machinery  3,000 

For  specimens  of  ores  and  coins  to  be  re- 
served at  the  mint  1,000 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerk  of  the  branch  mint  at  Charlotte, 

North  Carolina  G.00O 

For  pay  ol' laborers  in  the  various  depait- 

ments  of  the  same  3,600 

For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  contingent 

expenses  of  the  same  5,100 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerk 
ofthe  branch  mint  ot  Dahlonega,  Geor- 
gia 6,000 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  (lie  various  de- 
partments ofthe  same  3,S00 

Fot  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  contingent 
expenses  of  the  same  4,100 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  branch  mint  at  New  Or- 
leans 12,900 

For  pay  of  laborers  in  the  various  de- 
partments ofthe  same  22,000 

For  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  and  for 

contingent  expenses  of  the  same  17,100 

For  compensation  ofthe  governor,  judges 
and  secretary  of  Wisconsin  territory  9,100 

For  contingent  expenses,  pay  and  mile- 
age of  the  members  of  the  legisla- 
tive assembly,  pay  of  officers  of  the 
council,  printing,  furniture,  statione- 


ry, fuel  and  other  incidental  expenses  25,000 
For  compensation  ofthe  governor,  judges 
and  secretary  of  the  territory  of  Florida  14,370 
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For  contingent  expenses,  pry  and  mile- 
age of  the  members  of  the  legislative 
council  of  said  territory,  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers ot  the  council,  printing,  furniture, 
rent,  stationary,  fuel  and  other  inci- 
dental expenses  28,215 

For  compensation  to  the  governor,  judges 

and  secretary  of  the  territory  of  Iowa  8,200 

For  contingent  expenses,  pay  and  mile- 
age of  the  legislative  assembly,  pay 
of  officers,  printing,  furniture,  statione- 
ry, fuel  and  all  other  incidental  ex- 
penses, including  an  arrearage  of  six- 
teen thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  dollars,  for  1838  37,104 

For  compensation  to  the  chiefjustice,  the 
associate  judges,  and  district  judges  of 
the  United  Slates  93,000 

For  compensalion  of  the  chief  justice 
and  associate  judges  of  the  district  of 
Columbia,  and  of  the  judges  of  the 
criminal  and  orphans’  courts  of  said 
District  12,700 

For  compensation  to  the  attorney  general 

of  the  United  Slates  4,000 

For  compensation  of  clerk  and  messenger 

in  the  office  of  the  attorney  general  1,300 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office  500 

For  compensation  to  the  reporter  of  the 

decisions  of  the  supreme  court  1,000 

For  compensation  to  the  district  attorneys 
and  marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  in- 
cluding those  in  the  several  territo- 
ries and  arrearages  14,342 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  su- 
preme court  and  the  district  courts  of 
the  United  States,  including  the  dis- 
trict ol  Columbia;  also,  for  jurors  and 
witnesses,  in  aid  of  (he  funds  arising 
from  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures, 
incurred  in  the  ye,  r 1839  and  preced- 
ing years;  and  likewise  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  suits  in  which  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  are  concerned,  and  of  prose- 
cutions for  offenses  committed  against 
the  United  Spates,  and  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  prisoners,  in  addition  to 
former  anproprialions  128,000 

For  the  payment  of  pensions  granted  by 

special  acts  of  congress  1,050 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  light- 
houses, floating  lights,  beacons,  buoys 
and  stakages,  including  the  purchase 
of  lamps,  oil,  keepers’  salaries,  repairs, 
improvements  and  contingent  expen- 
ses 394,331 

For  survey  of  (he  coast  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  compensation  of 
the  superintendent  and  assistants  90,000 

For  the  compensation  to  Iwo  keepers  of 

the  public  achieves  in  Florida  1,000 

For  the  discharge  ofsuch  miscellaneous 
claims  against  the  United  Stales,  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  be 
admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement 
at  the  treasury  12,000 

For  salaries  of  ministers  of  the  United 
States  to  Great  Britain,  F ranee,  Spain, 

Russia,  Prussia  and  Austria  54,000 

For  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  lega- 
tion to  the  same  places  12,000 

For  salaries  of  the  charges  des  affaires 
to  Portugal,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Hol- 
land, Belgium,  Brazil,  Chili,  Peru, 

Central  America,  New  Granada, 
Venezuela,  Texas  and  Naples,  in- 
cluding an  arrearage  to  the  charge 
d’affaires  to  Texas  of  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  59,7S4 
For  salary  of  a minister  resident  of  the 

United  States  to  Turkey  6,000 

For  salary  of  the  dragoman,  and  for  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  legation  to 
Turkey  0,500 

For  contingent  expenses  of  ail  the  mis- 
sions abroad  30,000 

For  salaries  of  the  consuls  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  at  London  and  Paris  4,000 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the 

Barbary  powers  17,400 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  Ameri- 
can seamen  in  foreign  countries  40,000 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign 

intercourse  25,000 

For  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  stationery, 
and  other  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
American  consul  in  London,  per  act 
of  19lh  January,  1836  2,800 

For  interpretors,  guards  and  other  ex- 
penses incidental  to  the  consulates 
in  the  Turkish  dominions  5,500 


For  salary  of  the  principal  and  two  as- 
sistant librarians,  pay  of  the  messen- 
ger, and  for  contingent  expenses  of 
the  library  3,950  90 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  libra- 
ry of  congress  5,000 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  arrd  all 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the  se- 
nate, in  addition  to  former  appropria- 
tions 40,000 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  in  addition 
to  former  appropriations  100,000 

For  salary  of  the  principal  gardener,  1,200 

For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  pre- 
sident’s house  and  furniture,  and  for 
superintendence  of  the  grounds  3,465 

For  preparing,  printing  and  binding  do- 
cuments ordered  by  the  resolutions  of 
the  senate  of  2d  of  July,  1836,  and  2d 
of  March,  1837,  relating  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  seat  of  government; 
plans  and  surveys  for  the  improve- 
ment of  harbors  and  rivers,  roads  and 
canals;  to  be  disbursed  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  committee  to  audit  and 
control  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
senate  15,000 

For  expenses  arising  under  the  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors 
of  tire  United  Slates  3,000 

For  an  appropriation  carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fund  on  the  31st  of  December, 

1836,  lor  a brick  wall  around  the  cus- 
tom house  at  New  Orleans  5,500 

For  completing  the  marine  hospital  at 

Mobile  15,000 

For  an  appropriation  carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fund  on  the  31st  of  December, 

1837,  for  the  repair  of  the  pier  and 

wharves  at  the  public  stores  on  Sta- 
ten Island  2,313  75 

For  constructing  the  custom  house  at 

Boston  75,000 

For  constructing  the  custom  house  at 
New  York  150,000 

For  furnishing  one  hundred  and  fifty-six 
rooms  in  the  new  treasury  building, 
including  one  thousand  dollars  for 
shelves  and  cases  in  (he  various  rooms 
occupied  by  the  register  16,600 

For  carrying  into  effect  (he  acts  relat- 
ing to  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  funds  arising  from  that 
legacy  10,000 

For  surveying  die  public  lands,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  unexpended  balance  of 
former  appropriations  15,000 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Loui- 
siana, at  a rate  not  exceeding  eight 
dollars  per  mile,  in  addition  to  the 
special  appropriation  for  this  purpose, 
per  act  of  3d  of  March,  1837  15,000 

For  the  construction  of  the  post  office,  150,000 
For  the  construction  of  the  new  trea- 
sury building  100,000 

For  the  construction  of  the  patent  office  50,000 
For  alteration  ami  repairs  of  the  capitol, 

and  incidental  expenses  1,198 

For  lighting  lamps  and  keeping  in  order 
the  public  grounds  around  the  capitol, 
the  iron  water  pipes,  and  wooden 
fences  6,306 

For  attendance  on  the  western  gates  of 

the  capitol  547  50 

For  removing  a light  house  on  Goat  Is- 
land, being  the  balance  of  former  ap- 
propriations carried  lo  the  surplus 
fund  8,706  75 

For  deepening  the  straight  channel  of 
(he  east  pass  to  Appalachicola,  Flori- 
da, being  (he  balance  of  an  appropria- 
tion transferred  to  this  improvement, 
and  since  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  9,900 
For  improving  the  harbor  of  Saybrook, 
by  removing  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of 
Connecticut  river,  being  the  balance 
of  an  appropriation  carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fund  15,710 

For  an  outfit  of  a charge  d’affaires  to 

Holland  4,500 

For  completing  the  warehouse  at  Balti- 
more 30,000 

For  balance  due  on  account  of  the  first 
volume  of  the  Documentary  History 
of  the  United  States  5,602 

For  the  balance  due  H.  Randall  for  a lot 
of  ground  upon  which  the  engine 
house  of  the  Union  fire  company  has 
been  erected  300 


For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  and  for  surveys  not 
yet  completed  " 12,000 

For  repairs  of  the  custom  house  at  Key 

West  1,625 

For  the  third  payment  to  Luigi  Persi- 
co,  under  the  contract  with  him  for  a 
group  of  statutes  for  the  capitol  4,000 

For  the  third  payment  to  the  artists  en- 
gaged in  executing  paintings  for  the 
rotunda  of  the  capitol  ~ 8,000 

For  engraving  a chart  of  the  bay  and 

harbor  of  New  York  5,000 

For  paying  the  clerks  in  the  custom 
house  at  Philadelphia  the  arrears  of 
their  salaries  from  1832  to  1837,  so  as 
to  make  the  same  equal  to  what  they 
received  in  the  last  mentioned  year, 
on  the  same  principle  that  has  been 
applied  at  New  York  15,000 

For  procuring  such  books  and  papers 
relating  to  Spanish  grants  of  land, 
formerly  belonging  to  the  late  Spa- 
nish surveyors  in  the  territories  of 
Orleans  and  Florida,  as  may  be  useful 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  be  expended  only  with 
the  approbation  of  the  secretaries  of 
the  state  and  treasury  departments, 
after  an  inspection  and  examination 
of  said  books  and  papers,  by  a compe- 
tent pprson  or  persons  at  the  general 
land  office  20.000 

For  the  support  of  (he  United  States 
penitentiary  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, for  the  year  1839,  including  the  pay 
of  officers  and  agents,  rations,  cloth- 
ing, beds,  bedding,  hospital  stores  and 
medicines,  repairs  to  buildings,  fuel, 
raw  materials  to  be  worked  up,  allow- 
ance to  discharged  convicts,  and 
other  contingencies,  as  per  estimate  of 
board  of  inspectors  12,537  36 

For  the  survey  of  the  southern  bounda- 
ry of  the  territory  ol'Iowa,  969  05 

For  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  north 
of  (lie  Wisconsin  and  Neenah  rivers, 
in  Wisconsin  5,000 

For  Ihree  new  cupolas  over  the  library 
of  congress  1,482  24 

For  branch  pipes  and  stop  cocks  (o  water 

the  capital  grounds  350  30 

For  repairing  the  water  pipes  from  the 
Tiber,  north  of  the  capitol,  to  the 
capitol  500 

For  compensating  Charles  Gordon  for 
services  rendered  under  the  resolu- 
tions of  tlie  senate  of  the  2d  of  July, 

1836,  and  the  28th  of  June,  1838  1,800 

For  completing  the  special  repairs 
heretofore  proposed  in  the  president’s 
house,  including  a deficiency  in  a for- 
mer appropriation  1,511  22 

For  the  purchase  of  two  fire  engines 
for  tlie  capitol,  the  marine  barracks, 
and  the  navy  yard,  including  appara- 
tus, and  for  suction  and  hose  for  the 
Peseverance  fire  company  10,100 

For  the  service  of  the  general  post  office 
for  the  year  1839,  in  conformity  to  the 
act  of  2d  July,  1836,  viz:  5,100,000 

For  the  transportation  of  the  mails 
$•3,529,000 

For  compensation  of  post- 
masters 1,091,000 

For  ship,  steamboat  and  way 

letters  35,000 

For  wrapptng  paper  25,000 

For  office  furniture  6,000 

For  advertising  38,000 

For  mail  bags  4S,000 

For  blanks  34,000 

For  mail  locks,  keys  and 

stamps  12,000 

For  mail  depredations  and 
special  agents  15,000 

For  clerks  for  offices  200,000 

For  miscellaneous  67,000 

H.  R.  1,176. 

For  outfit  and  salary  for  a special 

minister  to  Great  Britain  18,000 

H.  R.  1,146. 

For  the  erection  of  a jail  in  the  city  of 

Washington  31,000 

H.  R.  1,138. 

For  taking  the  sixth  census  or  enume- 
ration of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  United 
States  20,000 

H.  R.  975. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  convention 
between  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
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ca  and  the  republic  of  Texas  for  mark-  | 

ing  the  boundary  between  them: 

For  ttie  salary  of  the  commissioner  2,000 

For  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  2,000 

Fonthe  salary  of  the  cleric  1,200 

Provided,  That  the  salaries  of  the 
said  officers  shall  not  commence  until 
they  shall  be  ordered  into  service. 

For  other  expenses  of  the  survey  of 
boundary  required  by  said  convention, 
including  the  purchase  of  instruments, 
wages  to  persons  employed,  and 
other  contingencies  10,000 

H.  R.  1,061. 

For  the  construction  of  a road  from 
Dubuque,  in  the  territory  of  iowa,  to 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  state  of 
Missouri  20,000 

To  pay  the  expense  of  a survey  of  Red 
Cedar  creek,  and  an  estimate  with  a 
view  to  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation thereof  1,500 

For  the  opening  and  construction  of  a 
road  from  Burlington  towards  the  seat 
of  the  Indian  agency  on  the  river  Des 
Moines  5,000 

For  the  improvement  of  the  road  from 
Burlington,  in  the  territory  of  Iowa, 
to  De  Hagues,  in  Illinois  2,500 

H.  R.  1,081. 

For  the  erection  of  public  buildings 

in  the  territory  of  Florida  20,000 

For  buildiug  a pier  at  the  northern  ex- 
tremity ol  Winnebago  lake  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin  500 

Forplacing  buoys  at  the  mouth  of  Nee- 
nah  river  at  the  head  of  Great  bay, 
in  said  territory,  to  mark  the  channel 
thereof  500 

H.  R.  1,134. 

For  the  further  survey  and  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  improving  the  navigation 
of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  livers,  and 
connecting  the  same  by  a navigable 
canal  or  water  communication  2,000 

For  the  construction  of  a road  from  Ra- 
cine by  Janesville  to  Sinipee,  on  the 
Mississippi  10,000 

For  the  survey  and  construction  of  a 
road  from  Sauk  harbor,  on  Lake 
Michigan,  to  Dekorre,  on  the  Wis- 
consin river  5,000 

For  the  construction  of  a road  from 
Fond  du  Lac,  on  Lake  Winnebago, 
by  Fox  lake  to  the  Winconsin  river  5,000 

H.  R.  1,136. 

For  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Suwannee  river,  and 
for  the  survey  of  the  same  river  15,000 

For  the  survey  of  the  Yellow  river, 

Florida  500 

For  the  repair  of  the  road  fiom  Jack- 
sonville to  Newnansville,  Florida  5,000 

For  the  construction  of  a road  from 
Jacksonville  to  St.  Mary’s,  Florida  7,500 

S.  35. 

For  the  support  of  the  penitentiary  in 

the  District  of  Columbia  8,689  40 


§•9,010  081  57 


For  ilie  support  of  the  army  for  the  year'  1839. 

H.  R.  897. 

For  the  pay  of  the  army  §1,534,832 

For  the  subsistence  of  officers  470,754 

For  forage  of  officers’  horses  111,115 

For  payments  in  lieu  of  clothing 
to  discharged  3oldiers,  and  to  officers 
in  lieu  of  clothing  for  their  servants  59,400 
For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of 
officers  1,122,831 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  cooking  utensils, 
and  hospital  furniture 
For  the  medical  and  hospital  depart- 
ment 

For  the  regular  supplies  furnished 
by  the  quartermaster’s  department, 
consisting  of  fuel,  forage,  straw, 
stationery  and  printing 
For  barracks,  quarters,  store  houses, 
embracing  the  repairs  and  enlarge- 
ment of  barracks,  quarters,  store- 
houses and  hospitals  at  the  several 
posts;  the  erection  of  the  temporary 
cantonments  at  such  posts  as  shall 
be  occupied  during  the  year,  and 
of  gun  houses  for  the  protection  of 
the  cannon  at  the  forts  on  the  sea- 
board; the  purchase  of  the  necessa- 
ry tools  and  mateiials  for  the  objects 


473,435 

24,430 

215,500 


wanted,  and  of  the  authorised  fur- 
niture lor  the  barrack  rooms;  refit 
of  quarters  lor  officers;  of  barracks 
for  troops  at  posts  where  there  are 
no  public  buildings  for  their  accom- 
modation; of  storehouses  for  the 
safekeeping  of  subsistence,  cloth- 
ing and  for  other  military  .supplies; 
and  of  grounds  for  summer  canton- 
ments, encampments  and  military 
practice 

For  allowance  made  to  officers  for  the 
transportation  of  their  baggage, 
when  travelling  on  duty  without 
troops 

For  the  transportation  of  troops  and 
supplies,  viz:  Transportation  of  the 
army,  including  the  baggage  of 
troops  when  moving  either  by  land 
or  water;  freight  and  ferriages;  pur- 
chase or  hire  of  horses,  mules,  oxen, 
carts,  wagons  and  boats,  for  the 
purpose  of  transportation,  or  for  the 
use  of  garrison;  drayage  and  cart- 
age at  the  several  posts;  hire  of 
teamsters;  transportation  of  funds 
for  the  pay  department;  expense  of 
sailing  a public,  transport  between 
the  posts  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  of  procuring  water  at  such  posts 
as,  from  their  situation,  require  it; 
the  transportation  of  clothing  from 
the  depot  at  Philadelphia  to  the  sta- 
tions of  the  troops;  of  subsistence 
from  the  places  of  purchase,  and  the 
points  of  delivery  under  contracts, 
to  such  places  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  service  may  require  it  to  be 
sent;  of  ordnance  from  the  found- 
ries and  arsenals  to  the  fortifica- 
tions and  frontier  posts,  and  of  lead 
from  the  western  mines  to  the  seve- 
ral arsenals 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  con- 
sisting of  postage  on  public  letters 
and  packets;  expenses  of  courts 
martial  and  courts  ofinquiry,  includ- 
ing the  compensation  of  judge  ad- 
vocates, members  and  witnesses; 
extra  pay  to  soldiers,  under  an  act 
of  congress  of  the  2d  of  March, 
1S19;  expenses  of  expresses  from 
the  frontier  posts;  of  necessary  ar- 
ticles for  the  interment  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  soldiers;  hire 
of  laborers;  compensation  to  clerks 
in  the  offices  of  the  quartermasters 
and  assistant  quartermasters  at  posts 
where  their  duties  cannot  be  per- 
formed without  such  aid,  and  to 
temporary  agents  in  charge  of  dis- 
mantled works,  and  in  the  perform- 
ance of  other  duties;  expenditures 
necessary  to  keep  the  two  regiments 
of  dragoons  complete,  includingthe 
purchase  of  horses  to  supply  the 
place  of  those  w hich  may  be  lost 
and  become  unfit  for  service,  and  the 
erection  of  additional  stables 
For  contingencies  of  the  army 
For  two  months’  extra  pay  to  re-enlist- 
ed  soldiers,  and  for  the  contingent, 
expenses  of  recruiting  service 
For  the  national  armories 
For  the  armament  of  the  fortifications 
For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ord- 
nance service 

For  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  and 
supplies 
For  arsenals 

For  new  machinery  at  the  Springfield 
armory 

For  the  purchase  of  land  at  the  Alle- 
gany and  Watertown  arsenals 
For  the  expense  of  prepairing  draw- 
ings of  a uniform  system  of  artille- 
ry, and  for  other  supplies  in  the 
ordnance  department 
For  arrearages  priorto  the  1st  of  July, 
1815,  per  act  of  the  1st  of  May, 
1820,  payable  through  the  third  au- 
ditor’s office 

For  surveying  and  opening  of  the 
western  frontier  military  road,  be- 
ing the  balance  of  an  appropriation 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund 
For  the  preservation  of  Castle  Is- 
land, and  repairs  of  Fort  Indepen- 
dence at  Boston 
For  Fort  Warren,  at  Boston 


100,000 


60,000 


205,000 


102,000 

7,000 


30,927 

360.000 

100.000 

100,000 

120,000 

150,000 

20,000 


3,500 


3,800 


3,000 


52,125  67 


25.000 

40.000 


Fort  Fort  Adams,  at  Newport  10,000 

For  the  fort  at  New  London  harbor  5,000 
For  Fort  Schuyler,  at  New  York  10,000 

For  repairs  of  Castle  William  and 
For  t Columbus  and  officers’  quar- 
ters at  New  York  3,000 

For  Fort  Delaware  10,000 

For  Fort  Monroe  10,000 

For  Fort  Calhoun  15,000 

For  Fort  Caswell  5,000 

For  fortification  in  Charleston  harbor, 

South  Carolina,  and  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  site  of  Fort  Moultre  10,000 
For  Fort  Pulaski,  at  Savannah  15,000 

For  Foit  Marion,  and  sea  wall  at  St. 

Augustine  10.000 

For  fort  on  Foster’s  bank,  Pensacola  5,000 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications  10,000 

For  incidental  expenses  attending  the 
repairs  of  fortifications,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  additional  land  in  their 
neighborhood  50,000 

For  fort  at  Grande  Terre,  being  the 
amount  of  a former  appropriation 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund  15,000 

For  the  preservation  and  repair  of 
FortNiagra  30,000 

For  repairing  and  rebuilding  the  old 
fort  at  Oswego,  including  the  con- 
struction of  the  necessary  bar- 
racks 20,000 

For  barracks  and  other  buildings  at 

Sacket’s  Harbor  10,000 

For  barracks  and  other  buildings  at 

Plattsburg  20,000 


For  construction  of  barracks,  quar- 
ters, storehouses,  hospitals  and  sta- 
bles, and  the  necessary  defences  of 
the  posts  it  may  be  deemed  proper 
to  establish  for  the  better  protection 


of  the  western  frontier  80,000 

For  the  support  of  the  military  aca- 
demy for  the  year  1839,  viz: 

For  pay  of  officers,  cadets  and  musi- 
cians 59,228 

For  subsistence  of  officers  and  cadets  40,004 
For  forage  of  officers’  horses  3,936 

For  clothing  of  officers’  servants  390 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 

board  of  visiters  at  West  Point  2,000 

For  fuel,  forage,  stationery,  printing, 

transportation  and  postage  12,581  45 

For  repairs,  improvements  and  ex- 
penses of  buildings,  grounds,  roads, 
wharves,  boats  and  fences  7,221  60 

For  pay  of  adjutant’s  and  quartermas- 
ter’s clerks  950 

For  increase  and  expenses  of  the  libra- 
ry 1,000 

For  miscellaneous  items  and  inciden- 
tal expenses  731  50 

For  the  department  of  engineering  300 

For  the  department  of  philosophy  1,200 

For  the  department  of  mathematics  97  54 

For  the  department  of  chemistry  S27  50 

For  the  department  of  drawing  285 

For  the  department  of  tactics  360 

For  the  department  of  artillery  275 

Fora  reservoir  3,118 

For  two  fire  engines,  with  hose  com- 
plete 1,900 

For  the  completion  of  the  buildings 
for  (he  library,  and  the  engineering, 
philosophical  and  chemical  depart- 
ments, in  addition  to  the  appropria- 
tion of  1S38  16,649  50 


For  payment  to  the  Missouri  volun- 
teers, whose  horses  were  lost  or 
cast  away  at  sea,  or  which  perished 
or  died  in  consequence  of  sutfering 
at  sea,  in  the  voyage  from  New 
Orleans  to  Tampa  Bay,  in  the  year 
1837  35,000 

H.  R.  892. 

For  the  protection  o!  the  northern  and 
northwestern  frontier  of  the  United 
States  500,000 

H.  R.  1,176. 

For  the  defence  of  the  United  States, 

in  certain  cases,  against  invasion  10,000,000 

H.R.  469. 

For  paying  three  companies  of  mili- 
tia in  tlie  state  of  Indiana,  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  1,578  89 


§16,557,253  65 


For  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1839. 

H.  R.  896. 

For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant 
and  petly  officers,  and  of  seamen  §2,352,625  64 
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For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  con- 
structors, and  all  the  civil  establish- 
ments at  the  several  yards 
For  provisions 

For  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and 
the  repairs  and  wear  and  tear  of  ves- 
sels in  commission 
For  medicines  and  surgical  instru- 
ments, hospital  stores,  and  other 
expenses  on  account  of  the  sick 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Charles- 
town, Massachusetts 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  tlie  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn, 
New  York 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs ol  the  navy  yard  at  Washington 
For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  at  Gosport, 
Virginia 

For  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pairs of  the  navy  yard  near  Pensa- 
cola 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
For  defraying  the  expenses  that  may 
accrue  lor  the  following  purposes, 
viz:  For  the  freight  and  transporta- 
tion of  materials  and  stores  of  every 
description;  for  wharfage  and  dock- 
age; storage  and  rent;  travelling  ex- 
penses of  officers  and  transportion 
of  seamen;  tiouse  rent  for  pursers 
when  attached  to  yards  and  stations 
where  no  house  is  provided;  for  fu- 
neral expenses;  for  commissions, 
clerk  hire,  office  rent,  stationery, 
and  fuel  to  navy  agents;  for  premi- 
ums and  incidental  expenses  of  re- 
cruiting; for  apprehending  deser- 
ters; for  compensation  to  judge  ad- 
vocates; for  per  diem  allowance  to 
persons  attending  courts  martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry;  for  printing  and 
stationery  ol  every  description,  and 
for  working  the  lithographic  press, 
and  for  books,  maps,  charts,  mathe- 
matical and  nautical  inslruments, 
chronomiters,  models,  and  draw- 
ings; for  the  purchase  and  repair  of 
fire  engines  and  machinery,  and  for 
the  repair  of  steam  engines  in  navy 
yards;  (or  the  purchase  and  mainte- 
nance of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for 
carts,  timber  wheels,  and  work- 
men’s tools  of  every  description;  for 
postage  of  letters  on  public  service; 
tor  pilotage  and  towing  ships  of 
war;  for  taxes  and  assessments  on 
public  pioperly;  for  assistance  ren- 
dered to  vessels  in  distress;  for  in- 
cidental labor  at  navy  yards,  not  ap- 
plicable to  any  other  appropriation; 
for  coal  and  oilier  fuel,  and  for  can- 
dles and  for  oil  for  the  use  of  navy 
yards  and  shore  stations;  for  repairs 
of  magazines  or  powder  houses;  and 
for  no  other  purpose  whatever 
For  contingent  expenses  for  objects 
not  herein  before  enumerated 
For  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians  and  pri- 
vates, and  subsistence  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  marine  corps 
For  provisions  for  1 lie  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians^ and  pri- 
vates, serving  on  shore,  servants, 
and  washerwomen 
For  clothing 
For  fuel 

For  keeping  the  present  barracks  in 
repair  until  new  ones  can  be  erect- 
ed, and  for  the  rent  of  temporary 
barracks  at  New  York 
For  the  transportation  of  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians 
and  privates,  and  expenses  ol  re- 
cruiting 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  surgi- 
cal instruments,  and  pay  ol  matron 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  corps, 
freight,  farriage,  toll,  wharfage,  and 
cartage,  per  diem  allowance  lor  at- 
tending courts  of  inquiry,  compen- 
sation to  judge  advocates,  house  relit 


44.000 
600,000 

1,000,000 

75.000 

30.000 

26.000 

7,500 

8,000 

26,000 

64.000 

25.000 

65.000 


450,000 

3.000 

174,300 

45,050 

43,660 

16,270 

10,000 

6.000 

4,139 


where  there  are  no  public  quarters 
assigned,  incidental  labor  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  expen- 
ses of  burying  deceased  persons  be- 
longing to  the  marine  corps,  print- 
ing, stationery,  forage,  postagg  on 
public  letters, expenses  in  pursuing 
deserters,  candles  and  oil  for  the  dif- 
ferent stations,  straw  for  the  men, 
barrack  furniture,  bed  sacks,  spades, 
axes,  shovels,  picks,  and  carpenter’s 


tools.  ' 17,977 

For  military  stores,  pay  of  armorers, 
keeping  arms  in  repair,  drums,  fifes, 
flags,  accoutrements  and  ordnance 
stores  2,000 

For  completing  the  hospital  at  New 

York  20,000 

For  conveying  Schuylkill  water  to  the 
naval  assylum  at  Philadelphia,  and 
for  all  necessary  repairs  9,760 

For  current  expenses  of  the  hospital 

and  its  dependencies  near  Norfolk  1,500 

For  completing  the  hospital  buildings 
at  Pensacola,  and  building  a wharf 
for  landing  the  sick  4,000 


#5,130,781  64 

For  the  payment  of  the  revolutionary  and  other  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  Stales  for  the  year  1839. 

H.  R.  893. 

For  revolutionary  pensioners,  under 
the  several  acts  other  than  those  of 
the  15th  of  May,  182S;  the  7th  of 
June,  1832;  and  the  4th  of  July,  1836  #326,250 
For  the- invalid  pensioners,  under  va- 
rious laws  300,685  63 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans, 
under  the  act  of  the  4th  of  July, 

1836  490,084  52 

For  five  years’  pensions  to  widows, 

per  act  7th  of  July,  1838  1,372,000 

For  half-pay  pensions,  payable 
through  the  office  of  the  third 
auditor  10,000 


#2,499,020  15 

For  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations 
with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the  year  1839. 

H.  R.  895. 

For  the  current  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department, 
viz: 

For  the  pay  of  the  superintendent  of 
Indian  atfairs  at  St.  Louis,  and  the 
several  Indian  agents,  as  provided 
by  the  acts  of  June  30,  1834,  and  of 


March  3,  1837  #16,500 

For  the  pay  of  sub-agents,  authorised 

by  the  act  of  June  30,  1834  13,000 

For  the  pay  of  interpreters  as  autho- 
rised by  the  same  apt  9,300 

For  presents  to  Indians,  authorised  by 

the  same  act  5,000 

For  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  In- 
dians at  the  distribution  of  annui- 
ties, while  on  visits  of  business  with 
the  superintendents  and  agents,  and 
when  assembled  on  public  business  11,800 

For  the  necessary  buildings  required 
at  the  several  agencies,  and  repairs 
thereof  10,000 

For  postages,  rents,  stationery,  fuel 
tor  offices,  and  other  contingencies 
of  the  Indian  department,  and  for 
transportation  and  incidental  ex- 
penses 36,500 

For  the  salary  of  one  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  af- 
fairs south  of  the  Missouri  river  1,000 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipula- 
tion of  certain  Indian  treaties  and 
the  laws  connected  therewith,  viz: 

For  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York  4,500 

For  the  Senecas  of  New  York  6,000 

For  the  Ottowas  4,300 

For  the  Wyandots  6,840 

For  the  Wyandots,  Munsees,  and  De- 
lawares 1,000 

For  the  Christian  Indians  400 

For  the  Miamies  40,110 

For  the  Eel  Rivers  1,100 

For  the  Pottawatamies  20,200 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  Huron  400 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  Prarie  16,000 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  Wabash  20,000 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  Indiana  17,000 

For  the  Chippewas,  Ottawas  andPot- 
tawatamies  34,290 


For  the  Winnebagoes 
For  the  Menornonies 
For  the  Chippewas  of  the  Mississip- 

, Pi 

For  the  Chippewas  of  Saganaw 
For  the  Chippewas  of  Menornonies 
Winnebagoes  and  New  York  In- 
dians 

For  the  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi 
For  the  Yancton  and  Santie  Sioux 
For  the  Omahas 

For  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Missouri 
For  the  Iowas 

For  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Missis- 
sipppi 

For  the  Sacs,  Foxes,  Sioux,  Iowas, 
Omahas  and  Ottoes  and  Missouries 
For  the  Ottoes  and  Missouries 
For  the  Kanzas 
For  the  Osages 
For  the  Kickapoes 
For  the  Kaskuskias  and  Peorias 
For  the  Piankeshaws 
For  the  Weas 
For  the  Delawares 
For  the  Shawnees 
For  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees 
For  the  Senecas 
For  the  Choctaws 
For  the  Ohickasaws 
For  the  Creeks 
For  the  Quapaws 
For  the  Florida  Indians 
For  the  Pawnee3 
For  the  Cherokees 
For  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas 
For  the  Caddoes 

For  the  following  expenditures  in  the 
Indian  department,  the  appropria- 
tions having'been  carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fund  on  the  31st  December  last, 
viz: 

For  blacksmith’s  establishments 
For  treaty  stipulations 
For  the  expenses  of  treating  with  the 
Chipewas  of  Sagnaaw 
For  the  expenses  of  Indian  deputa- 
tions 

For  the  education  of  Indian  youths 
For  holding  treaties  with  certain  In- 
dian tribes 

For  locating  reservations, 

For  purchase  of  rifles  for  Pottawata- 
mies 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  Ottewas  and  Chippewas 
For  the  removal  of  the  Choctaws  from 
the  Mississippi, 

For  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  In- 
dians 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with 
the  Miami  Indians  of  the  6lh  of  No- 
vember, 1838,  viz: 

For  the  payment  to  be  made  upon  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  by  a pro- 
vision contained  in  the  3d  article  of 
the  same 

For  the  first  often  annual  instalments, 
stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  same 
article 

For  the  payment  of  claims  provided 
for  iiwthe  4th  and  5th  articles 
For  the  expenses  of  valuing  buildings 
and  improvements  upon  the  ceded 
lands,  and  for  the  erection  of  others, 
as  stipulated  by  the  7th  article 
For  the  expenses  of  surveying  and 
marking  the  boundary  lines  of  (he 
Miami  lands  in  the  state  of  Indiana, 
as  stipulated  by  the  91b  article 
For  the  expenses  attending  theexami- 
nation  of  claims  which  have  accru- 
ed since  the  23d  day  of  Cctober, 
1834 

For  the  expenses  of  the  commission  to 
examine  claims  under  the  treaty 
with  the  Miamies  of  the  10th  day  of 
November,  1S37,  not  covered  by 
former  appropriations  for  that  object 
For  the  payment  of  the  Pottawatamies 
of  Indiana  for  the  corn  crop  aban- 
doned by  them  upon  their  emigra- 
tion w'est  of  the  Mississippi,  which 
was  appraised  by  agents  appointed 
by  the  government 
For  the  payment  to  the  same  Indians 
of  the  value  of  12  log  houses  ap- 
praised in  the  same  manner,  and 
destroyed  before  their  removal 
For  the  expenses  of  the  removal  and 
subsistence  of  these  Indians 


92,860 

32,650 

35,000 

5,800 


1.500 
42,510 

4,340  / 

3,940 
12,570 
8,950 

54,540 

3,000 

5.640 
6,040 

14,496 

5.500 
3,000 

800 

3.000 
10,444 

7,180 

2,060 

2,660 

57,625 

6.000 

46,440 

4,660 

9,610 

12,000 

7.640 
62,165 
10,000 


27, SOS  66 
15,432  84 

97  13 

2,630 
20,541  25 

447  50 
205  13 

112  38 

43,701  24 

19,910 

77,855  70 


60,000 

I2,56S 

150,000 

3,300 

200 

2,500 

2,000 


742  50 

600 

50,000 
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For  the  expenses  of  fencing  and 
breaking  up  ground  for  tillage  for  the 
Omaha  Indians, as  stipulated  by  the 
3d  article  of  the  treaty  with  them  of 
1836,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of 
$1,200  appropriated  in  the  year 
1837 

For  the  salary  of  the  farmer  to  be 
supported  among  the  said  Indians, 
as  stipulated  by  the  same  article  of 
the  same  treaty 

For  the  balance  of  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  commission  for  the  ex- 
amination of  claims  under  the  2d  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  with  the  Sac  and 
Fox  Indians  of  the  Mississippi,  of 
October,  1837,  over  and  above  the 
former  appropriat  ion  for  that  object 
For  the  support  ot  a miller  for  the 
Sac  and  Fox  Indians  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, as  stipulated  by  the  3d  article 
of  the  treaty  of  September,  1836 
For  the  expenses  of  procuring  ra- 
tions for  these  Indians  for  one  year, 
as  stipulated  by  the  3d  article  of  the 
same  treaty,  over  and  above  the 
provision  heretofore  made  for  that 
object 

For  the  balance  of  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  examining  claims  under 
the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  of  Sep- 
tember, 1837,  with  the  Sioux  In- 
dians, by  the  commission  appointed 
for  that  purpose  over  and  above  the 
former  appropriations  for  that  ob- 
ject 

For  compensation  to  a commisioner 
and  clerk  lo  be  appointed  to  re-ex- 
amine the  claims  under  the  last 
mentioned  treaty,  the  re-examina- 
tion to  be  made  in  the  Indian  coun- 
try 

For  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
the  investigation  into  the  frauds 
practised  in  the  reservation  of  the 
Creek  Indians  for  the  year  1839 
For  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the 
Creek  Indians,  to  be  applied  in  pay- 
ment of  claims  settled  by  the  ac- 
counting officer,  and  to  reimburse 
to  other  appropriations  funds  used 
for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of 
these  Indians,  including  outstand- 
ing claims  not  yet  settled 
For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  the  Creek  Indians  of  the  23d 
day  of  November,  1838,  viz: 

To  make  the  payment  in  stock  ani- 
mals, stipulated  to  be  made  by  the 
2d  article  of  the  said  treaty 
To  pay  the  interest  at  5 per  cent,  for 
one  year  upon  the  sum  of  $350,000, 
pursuant  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
3d  article  of  the  said  treaty 
To  pay  the  claims  of  the  McIntosh 
party,  pursuant  to  the  stipulations 
in  the  5th  article  of  the  said  treaty 
To  purchase  stock  animals  for  the 
Creeks  removed  as  hostiles,  as  sti- 
pulated by  the  6th  article  of  the 
treaty 

To  meet  the  expenses  of  the  purchase 
and  distribution  of  stock  animals, 
according  to  the  requirements  of 
the  2d  and  6th  articles 
For  the  payment  to  the  Cerokee  In- 
dians of  the  value  of  the  improve- 
ments upon  the  missionary  reserva- 
tions, pursuant  to  a stipulation  in 
the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  De- 
cember, 1835,  in  addition  to  the 
former  appropriation  for  that  ob- 
ject 

For  compensation  to  the  commission- 
er under  the  above  treaty,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  appropriations  of  1336 
and  1838,  for  that  object 
For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  of 
the  7lh  day  of  February,  1839,  with 
the  Chippewas  of  Saganaw,  viz: 
For  the  payment  of  the  purchase  mo- 
ney of  forty  acres  of  land  ceded  by 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
For  expenses  incurred  in  the  negotia- 
tion of  the  treaty 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty 
with  the  Great  and  Little  Osages  of 
the  11th  day  of  January,  1839,  viz: 
For  the  paymentof  the  annuity  stipu- 
lated in  the  second  article 


800 

800 

1.500 
600 

14,657  37 

500 

5.500 

5.000 

85.000 

50.000 

17,500 
21,103  33 

10.000 

3.000 

15,111  25 

8.000 

320 

125 

20,000 


For  the  support  of  two  blacksmith  es- 
tablishments, building  a grist  and 
saw  mill,  pay  of  attendants  and  as- 
sistants, tools  for  the  mills,  and  the 
erection  of  mill  houses 

7,800 

For  furnishing  cows,  calves,  hogs, 
ploughs,  harnesses,  axes  and  hoes, 
as  stipulated  by  the  treaty 

7,300 

For  the  ereclion  ol  houses  for  chiefs, 
and  furnishing  wagons,  carts,  oxen 
and  chains,  as  stipulated  by  the 
treaty 

6,9S0 

For  the  payment  of  claims  for  depre- 
dations 

30,000 

For  the  expenses  of  a commissioner 
to  examine  and  settle  those  claims, 

2,500 

For  the  paymentof  the  purchase  mo- 
ney tor  reservations 

43,520 

For  the  reimbursement  of  the  annuity 
deducted  in  the  year  1825 

3,000 

For  the  reimbursement  to  the  Cler- 
mont band  of  the  annuity  deducted 
in  the  year  1829 

3,000 

For  the  payment  to  the  Iowa  Indians' 
of  the  interest  at  five  per  cent,  for 
one  year  upon  the  sum  of  $157,500 

7,875 

For  building  ten  houses  for  the  Iowa 
chiefs,  as  per  stipulation  of  the 
treaty 

2,000 

For  the  completion  of  the  surveys  un- 
der the  treaty  with  the  Delaware 
Indians,  and  lor  the  expenses  of  lo- 
cating the  Miamies  and  Winneba- 
goes 

2,000 

To  enable  the  executive  to  purchase 
from  Wapau-seh,  a Pottawatamie, 
five  sections  of  land  reserved  for 
him  by  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  20th  October,  1832 

4,000 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  holding 
a treaty,  under  (he  direction  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  with  the  Stock- 
bridge  Indians 

2,000 

Forthe  employment  of  physicians  to 
vaccinate  the  Indians,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the 
secretary  of  war 

5,000 

For  paying  the  travelling  expenses 
and  board,  while  detained  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  of  the  delega- 
tions of  the  Stockbridge,  Munsee 
and  Seneca  tribes  of  Indians,  in 
proportion  to  the  distance  they  have 
travelled,  or  may  travel,  in  return- 
ing to  their  respective  tribes,  a sum 
not  exceeding 

2,000 

To  enable  the  secretary  of  war  to 
have  executed  under  his  direction 
twelve  maps  for  the  use  of  the  war 
department,  and  of  the  senate, 
showing  the  position  of  the  lands, 
of  each  Indian  tribe  in  amity  with 
the  United  Slates 

1,000 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  survey- 
ing and  marking  tile  boundaries  be- 
tween the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the 
Mississippi 

10,000 

H.  R.  1,092. 

For  the  location  and  temporary  sup- 
port of  the  Seminole  Indians  re- 
moved from  Florida, 

10,000 

H.  R.  1,090. 

For  the  purpose  of  holding  a treaty 
with  the  Seminole  Indians. 

5,000 

$1,755,007  28 

For  preventing  and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  for  the 
year  1839. 

Id.  R.  1,090. 

For  forage  for  the  horses  of  the  second 
dragoons,  mounted  volunteers  and  mi- 
litia officers  entitled  to  forage  in  kind, 
and  for  horses,  mules  and  oxen  in  the 
service  of  trains  _ $392,831 

For  freight  or  transportation  of  military 
supplies  of  every  description,  from  the 
places  of  purchase  to  Florida 
For  the  purchase  of  wagons,  harness, 
boats  and  lighters,  horses  to  keep  up  the 
trains,  tools,  leather  and  other  materials 
for  repairs 

For  the  transportation  of  supplies  from  the 
principal  depots  to  the  several  posts,  as 
well  as  troops,  when  they  move  by  wa- 
ter, including  the  hire  of  steamboats  and 
other  vessels  for  the  service  in  the  rivers 
and  on  the  coasts,  and  the  expenses  of 
maintaining  and  sailing  the  several 
steamers  and  transport  schooners  con- 
nected with  the  operations  of  the  army 
For  the  hire  of  mechanics,  laborers,  mule 
drivers,  teamsters  and  other  assistants, 
including  their  subsistence,  and  for  sol- 
diers on  extra  duly,  conformably  to  law 


251, G28 
92,000 

300.000 

100.000 


For  the  transportation  of  the  militia  or  vo- 
lunteers, while  marching  to  and  from 
the  scene  of  operations 
For  miscellaneous  expenses  of  all  kinds, 
not  embraced  under  the  foregoing  heads, 
and  which,  from  their  contingent  cha- 
racter, cannot  be  specified 
For  accoutrements  and  arms  for  infantry 
and  cavalry,  including  militia  infantry, 
and  cavalry,  ammunition  for  men  and 
field  artillery,  and  repairs  of  arms,  and 
for  contingencies 

For  the  pay  of  such  militiamen  and  vo- 
lunteers as  may  have  been  or  may  be 
called  into  the  service  of  the  U.  States 
For  the  purchase  and  maintaining  in  ac- 
tive service  three  vessels  of  light  draught 
of  water,  to  cruise  along  the  coast  of 
Florida,  for  the  protection  of  the  lives 
and  property  of  the  citizens 
For  paying  the  value  ol  the  horses  and 
equipage  ol  the  Tennessee  and  other 
volunteers  who  have  at  any  time  been 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  territory  ofFlorida,  and  which  were 
turned  over  lo  the  government  by  order 
of  tjie  commanding  general  or  other 
commanding  officer;  said  value  lo  be 
ascertained  by  the  appraisement  of  said 
value  when  the  volunteers  entered  the 
service 


30.000 
400,000 

71.000 
114,315 

50.000 

52.000 


$1,856,774 

To  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful  arts. 


S.  256. 

For  two  assistant  examiners,  each  to  re- 
ceive an  annual  salary  of  $1,250  $2,500 

For  publishing  a classified  and  alphabeti- 
cal list  of  parents  1,000 

To  pay  for  the  use  and  occupation  of 
rooms  in  the  city  hall  by  the  patent  of- 
fice 3,659  22 

For  the  purchase  of  necessary  books  for 
the  library  of  the  patent  office  1,000 

For  the  collection  of  agricultural  statistics, 
and  for  other  agricultural  purposes  1,000 

To  the  chief  justice  of  the  district  court, 
for  services  in  relation  to  the  patent  of- 
fice 100 


Private  claims* 
Private  claims 


House  of  representatives. 
Senate. 


$9,259  22 
$31,965  73 
13,099  54 


RECAPITULATION. 

$45,065  27 

Civil  and  diplomatic 

Armv,  fortifications  and  military  acadc- 

$9,010,031  57 

my 

16.556,253  65 

Navy 

5,130,781  64 

Revolutionary  and  other  pensioners 
Current  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 

2,499,020  15 

ment 

Preventing  and  suppressing  Indian  hos- 

1,755,007  23 

tilities 

To  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful 

1,856,774  00 

arts 

9,259  22 

Private  claims 

45,065  27 

$36,862,242  78 

Statement  of  the  new  offices  created,  and  the  salaries  of 
each;  and , also,  a statement  of  the  offices  the  salaries  of 
which  are  increased,  and  the  amount  of  such  increase, 
during  the  third  session  of  the  twenty  fifth  congress; 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  6lh  section  of  the  act  of  the 
4 th  July,  1836,  to  authorise  the  appointment  of  addi- 
tional paymasters  and  for  other  purposes. 


NEW  OFFICES. 

Special  minister  to  Great  Britain,  salary  and 
put  fit  $18,000  00 

Minister  resident  to  Turkey  6,000  00 

Commissioner  to  carry  into  effect  the  con- 
vention between  the  United  States  and 
Texas  for  making  the  boundary  between 
them  2,000  00 

Commissioner  and  clerk  to  re-examine 
claims  under  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  of 
September,  1837,  with  the  Sioux  Indians  5,500  00 
Two  assistant  examiners  in  the  patant  of- 
fice, at  $1,250  eaclt  2,500  00 

To  the  chief  justice  of  the  district  court  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  in  consideration 
of  the  duties  imposed  on  him  by  the  “act 
in  addition  to  ‘an  act  to  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  the  useful  arts’  ’’  100  £10 

Two  additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States,  at  $1,500  cacht  3,000  00 

SALARY  INCREASED. 

Principal  gardner — salary  increased  from 
$1  000  lo  $1,200  200  00 


♦Several  acts  were  passed  for  the  settlement  of  pri- 
vate claims;  but  as  the  amounts  are  to  be  ascertained 
by  settlement  by  the  accounting  officers,  the  aggregate 
cannot  be  carried  out  in  this  statement. 

t These  clerks  were  employed  in  the  office  previous 
to  the  appropriation,  and  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund. 
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Real  estate  in  Baltimore.  The  large  three  story 
dwelling  and  double  lot  of  ground,  with  extensive  back 
buildings,  situated  on  Mulberry  street,  opposite  to  the 
south  iront  of  the  Cathedral,  and  belongingdo  the  es- 
staie  of  the  late  E.  R.  Partridge,  were  sold  at  auction 
yesterday,  for  $21,800.  There  is  a ground  rent  on  the 
property,  which  may  be  purchased  out  for  $6,000; 
making  the  fee  simple  cost,  therefore,  $27,800.  'The 
property  is  situated  in  a handsome  and  improving  part 
of  the  city;  and  the  amount  for  which  it  was  sold  is  an 
indication  that  there  is  an  improvement  in  prices  of 
real  estate  in  Baltimore,  nowin  progress. 

Col.  Slone.  The  New  York  Express  says,  the  go- 
vernor has  nominated  col.  Stone  of  the  Commercial,  to 
go  to  England,  and  search  for  colonial  documents  in- 
teresting to  the  state  of  New  York.  This  is  a good 
nomination,  and  will  give  general  satisfaction. 

William  Leggett,  esq.  of  New  York,  formerly  edi- 
tor of  the  Plaindealer,  has  been  appointed  confident 
tial  agent  from  the  United  States  to  the  republic  of 
Central  America. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Levant  arrived  at  Havana  on  the 
10th  inst.  from  Vera  Cruz,  whence  she  sailed  on  the 
28(h  ult.  in  company  with  the  Macedonian  and  Onta- 
rio. The  commodore  parted  company  on  the  3d  inst. 
and  proceeded  to  Pensacola  with  the  Ontario.  From 
one  to  two  hundred  sail  of  American  vessels  were 
lying  in  the  harbor  of  Havana. 

The  senate  of  Connecticut  baflotted  on  Friday  for  a 
United  States  senator,  but  no  choice  was  had.  The 
house  on  its  part  elected,  as  was  mentioned  on  Satur- 
day, Thaddeus  Betts,  a whig.  It  was  thought  proba- 
ble that  the  Van  Buren  men  would  vote  for  Mr.  Sher- 
man, who  would  then  stand  a fair  chance  of  being 
elected.  Mr.  Sherman  is  a whig — Ralph  Ingersotl  is 
the  Van  Buren  candidate. 

Steamboat  accident.  We  learn  that  the  steamboat 
Erie,  capt.  Benson,  on  her  passage  up  yesterday,  wiien 
near  Newburgh,  collapsed  a flue,  by  which  accident 
the  boat  was  disabled,  and  one  of  the  firemen  severely, 
but  it  is  thought  not  dangerously,  scalded.  The  mail 
and  passengers  were  taken  off  and  brought  up  by  the 
steamboat  Arrow,  capt.  Dean. 

The  New  York  annual  conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  on  Friday  elected  their  delegates  to 
the  next  general  conference.  Tne  following  is  the  re- 
sult of  the  ballot. 

Whole  number  of  votes  178;  necessary  to  a choice  90. 


Rev.  Dr.  Bangs, 

150 

“ F.  Reed, 

123 

“ P.  Rice, 

144 

“ C.  W.  Carpenter, 

99 

“ P.  P.  Sanford; 

122 

“ Dr.  Lackey, 

103 

“ Jos.  Holdich, 

“ M.  Richardson, 

91 

103 

A second  ballot  was  then  had  for  two  members  to 
complete  the  number — 163  members  were  present;  ne- 
cessary for  a choice,  85.  The  following  were  eLcted: 
Rev.  Dr.  Ostrander,  89 

“ N.  White,  101 

[N.  Y.  Com.  Ado. 

The  Middletown  Sentinel  says  the  prospects  of  le- 
gislative aid  in  behalf  of  the  Wesleyan  university  in 
that  town,  is  not  very  favorable.  If  any  appropriation 
is  made,  the  editor  sspposes  it  will  not  exceed  $5,00J 
or  $6,009. 

The  population  of  Louisville,  Ky.  is  estimated  at 
32,000.  In  1330  it  was  10,336. 

Among  the  passengers  for  New  York,  by  the  ship 
Floridian;  which  sailed  yesterday,  is  Miss  Anna 
Wiieeler,  the  interesting  protege  of  the  Mobile  rifle 
company.  It  vyill  he  fn  the  recollection  of  many  of 
our  readers,  that  some  years  since,  on  the  sudden 
death  of  Mr.  J^I orris  Wheeler,  a popular  member  of 
that  volunteer  corps,  his  brother  soldiers  united  in  pay- 
ing every  public  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory;  and 
as  a farther  substantial  and  abiding  testimony  of  their 
esteem,  undertook  the  charge  of  raising  and  educating 
his  daughter,  then  a little  child.  That  trust  they  have 
faithfully  executed,  and  have  provided  ample  funds 
for  the  increased  expenditure  required  by  advancing 
growth.  The  child,  now  an  intelligent  girl  of  ten  or 
eleven  years  of  age,  has  been  sent  to  the  north  to  re- 
ceive, at  the  best  schools  there,  every  advantage  of 
mental  and  moral  cultivation,  such  as  her  liberal  bene- 
factors desire  to  bestow  upon  the  orphan  of  their  de- 
ceased friend.  We  are  glad  to  be  assured  that  this  act 
of  noble  sensibility  has  been  worthily  bestowed,  anti 
that  their  protege  exhibits  all  the  signs  of  a gentle  and 
docile  disposition,  and  the  proofs  ol  a superior  capaci- 
ty, which  must  gratify  the  hearts  of  her  young  protec- 
tors. [ Mobile  Register. 

Death  of  Mrs.  Grant.  We  learn  from  Ooromiah, 
Persia,  that  Mrs.  Grant,  wile  of  Dr.  Grant,  American 
missionary  at  that  station,  departed  this  life  on  the  14th 
January,  alter  an  illness  of  13  days.  Her  disease  was 
bilious  fever. 

The  first,  Baptist  church  in  Providence,  R.  I.  will 
celebrate  its  two  hundreth  anniversary  this  autumn. 
It  was  founded  in  the  days  of  Roger  Williams. 

"The  lie  which  hinds  two  willing  hearts.”  There 
were  forty  applications  for  divorce  before  the  supreme 
court  of  Ohio  in  a single  term. 


The  Raymond,  Miss.  Times,  of  the  3i  instant, 
comes  to  us  with  about  one-eighth  of  a column  of  read- 
ing matter,  the  remainder  of  the  paper  being  com- 
pletely filled  with  advertisements  of  sheriff’s  sales. 

[TV.  O.  Bee. 

River  Osage.  This  river,  which  twenty  years  ago 
was  deemed  to  be  in  exclusive  possession  of  the  sa- 
vages, is  now  bordered  by  thriving  settlements.  It 
empties  into  the  Missouri  some  hundreds  cf  miles 
from  the  Mississippi,  and  is  not  remote  from  the  west- 
ern boundary  of  the  state  of  Missouri.  A steamboat 
plies  regularly  between  the  Osage  and  the  settlements 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  and  the  country  is  ra- 
pidly filling  up  with  farmers.  The  current  ot  immi- 
gration tends  that  way,  and  in  the  course  of  twenty 
years,  the  lands  watered  by  the  Osage,  will  be  as  thick- 
ly settled,  and  as  productive  as  any  other  portion  of 
the  mighty  west. 

Rail  road  accident.  As  the  Carrolton  train  of  cars 
was  coming  to  the  city  last  evening,  between  six  and 
seven  o’clock,  the  locomotive  ran  off  the  tract,  a short 
distance  this  side  of  Greenville,  upsetting  the  two  adjoin- 
ing cars,  and  breaking  the  third.  Two  young  men 
were  severely. injured,  one  of  them  was  attached  to 
the  train.  There  were  a number  of  ladies  in  the  cars, 
who  fortunately  escaped  unhurt. 

[TV.  O.  Picayune  \7tli. 

We  learn  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  that 
the  board  of  engineers  and  naval -^constructors,  of 
which  capt.  M.  C.  Perry,  of  the  navy,  is  president,  was 
ordered  to  re-assemble  in  Washington,  on  Thursday, 
and  that  the  board  was  accordingly  organized  on  that 
day,  all  the  members  being  present. 

The  state  of  Alabama  is  about  to  build  a peniten- 
tiary at  Wetumpa,  at  a cost  of  $84,899.  The  con- 
tract for  its  erection  has  been  given  to  Mr.  Thomas  of 
Nashville. 

Manufactory  of  pins.  On  a visit  to  Derby,  Conn, 
some  weeks  since,  1 had  the  pleasure  of  inspecting  the 
pin  manufactory  of  Dr.  Howe.  The  apparatus  is  a new 
invention  of  the  doctor,  and  is  one  of  the  most  ingeni- 
ous and  beautiful  pieces  of  mechanism  in  the  whole 
circle  of  the  arts.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you 
any  adequate  description  of  it.  Those  who  have  any 
fondness  for  mechanical  ingenuity  must  see  it  for  them- 
selves. Generally,  I may  stale  that  the  wire  from 
which  the  pins  are  to  he  made  is  passed  in  at  one  end 
of  the  machine,  cut  into  the  requisite  length  and  passed 
from  point  to  point,  till  tiie  pins  are  headed  and  fitted 
lor  the  process  of  silvering  and  puttingup.  The  whole 
process  may  be  distinctly  seen,  and  as  one  pair  of  for- 
ceps hands  the  pin  along  to  its  neighbor,  it  is  difficult 
to  believe  the  machine  is  not  an  intelligent  being. 

Tlte  pins  are  all  of  one  solid  piece  of  wire,  and  pos- 
sess an  advantage  in  this  respect  over  those  upon  which 
the  head  is  wound,  and  thus  liable  to  come  off',  often  to 
the  great  inconvenience  of  tender  fingers.  The  process 
is  exceedingly  rapid.  I think  Dr.  Howe  informed  me 
that  one  machine  would  make  17, ODD  pins  in  11  hours, 
and  a new  machine  which  he  had  just  pit1  in  operation 
wouid  make  27,000  in  the  same  time.  Formerly  it  re- 
quired several  men  to  make  one  pm — one  to  head  it, 
one  to  point  it,  &c.  and  then  only  a tew  thousand 
could  be  made  in  a day — -but  one  man  could  superin- 
tend twelve  of  these  machines,  and  at  the  lowest  esti- 
mate manufacture  200,000  pins  daily. 

Thread.  O t a late  visit  to  Pawtucket,  we  called  at 
the  thread  manufacturing  establishment  of  capt.  N.  B. 
G.  Dexter  & Son,  and  was  astonished  to  see  to  what 
perfection  the  manufacture  ot  thread  had  arrived  in 
this  country.  The  whole  of  this  extensive  concern  is 
under  the  control  of  capt.  Dexter,  who  by  his  persever- 
ance, untiring  industry  and  enterprise,  has  brought  this 
branch  of  American  industry  so  near  to  perfection. — 
They  employ  five  cotton  mills  in  the  manufacture  of 
thread,  which  gives  employment  to  two  hundred  hands, 
(exclusive  of  those  under  their  immediate  control).— 
Tney  manufacture  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars worth  of  thread  per  annum,  of  the  finest  and 
most  beautiful  texture,  equal  in  every  respect  to  any 
made  in  this  country.  The  manufacture  ot  thread  in 
Pawtucket,  (of  which  there  are  several  excellent  estab- 
lishments) have  almost  entirely  taken  the  place  of 
the  threads  formerly  imported  from  England.  And  we 
are  pleased  to  hear  they  are  all  liberally  patronised;  the 
thread  they  manufacture  is  of  a far  better  quality  and 
cheaper  than  that  formerly  imported  from  England. — 
The  colors  are  last,  and  of  every  hue,  from  the  snowy 
white  to  the  deep  scarlet  and  the  most  delicate  pink. 

[Providence  Journal. 

Religious  toleration.  The  following  law  vvas  passed 
by  the  general  assembly  of  New  York,  at  its  recent 
session: 

No  writ,  process,  warrant,  order,  judgment,  decree, 
or  other  proceeding  of  any  court,  or  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  which  will  be  served  or  executed  upon  the 
seventh  day  of  the  week,  commonly  called  Saturday, 
by  or  upon  any  person  whose  religious  faith  and  prac- 
tice is  to  keep  the  seventh  day  as  a day  set  apart  by  di- 
vine command,  as  the  Sabbath  of  rest  from  labor  and 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God,  shall  be  valid  except 
in  cases  of  breach  of  the  peace,  or  apprehension  of  per- 
sons charged  with  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  The 
service  of  any  such  preceeding,  in  all  other  cases  shall 
be  utterly  void. 

No  person  shall  be  subject  to  do  or  perform  military 
duty  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  week  whose  religious 


faith  and  practice  is  the  same  as  stated  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  except  in  cases  of  invasion,  insurrec- 
tion or  in  time  of  war. 

Safety  fund  notes.  The  agreement  made  between 
the  western  safety  fund  banks  and  the  bank  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  Leather  Manufacturers’  and  Mer- 
chants’ Exchange  banks  in  this  city,  has  been  renewed 
for  another  year.  It  has  worked  well  since  it  was 
adopted.  By  this  agreement  the  safety  fund  banks 
notes  are  bought  at  half  per  cent,  discount  by  the  city 
banks,  and  the  country  banks  are  entitled  to  twenty- 
two  days  time  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes  and  en- 
gage to  keep  their  accounts  with  the  contracting  city 
banks.  [Jour,  of  Com. 

Destruction  of  the  Real  Estate  hank  at  Decatur.  The 
Brandon,  Mississippi,  Sentinel,  of  the  6th,  has  a para- 
graph to  the  effect  that  the  editors  had  received  infor- 
mation by  a gentleman  direct  from  Decatur,  that  the 
Real  Estate  bank  at  that  place  was  set  on  fire  by  a 
mob,  and  burned,  together  with  all  the  books  and  pa- 
pers. Nothing  was  saved.  He  also  stated  that  if  the 
mob  was  not  quelled,  they  would  wreak  their  Vengeance 
on  the  persons  and  property  of  ihe  directors.  So  much 
for  mob  law  in  Mississippi. 

In  the  large  list  of  checks  and  bills  recovered  from 
William  Gill,  the  post  rider,  who  lately  robbed  the  ex- 
press mail  destined  for  Nashville  and  north,  were  the 
following,  drawn  in  favor  of  gentlemen  in  the  city  of 
Louisville: 

Three  bills  drawn  by  W.  H.  Lambeth  & Thompson* 
in  favor  of  Messrs.  Pope,  Davis  & Co.  on  James  Do- 
naldson, esq.  New  York,  all  dated  16th  April;  one  for 
$2,500,  one  $3,500,  one  $4,009 — duplicate  of  the  17th 
April. 

Bill  drawn  by  James  Erwin,  in  favor  of  Messrs.  II. 
B.  Hill  & Co.  for  seven  thousand  dollars,  on  general 
James  Sheiby,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  dated  17th 
April,  1839. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  bills  and  checks  recovered 
amounts  to  about  $120,000.  The  following  was  the 
list  of  letters  for  Louisville: 

L.  B.  Walpole  to  H.  White,  dated  16th  April;  J.  Er- 
win to  H B.  Hill  & Co.  dared  17th  April;  J.  Kirkman 
to  T.  Kirkman,  dated  17th  April;  R.  W.  Gilbreth  to 
McClure  & Gilbreth,  17th  April. 

Gill  was  examined  on  the  11th  inst.  and  committed 
to  jail  to  await  his  trial  before  the  circuit  court  in  Sep- 
tember. 

Colonization.  The  resolution  offered  by  the  rev.  Dr. 
Alexander,  of  Princeton,  in  the  old  school  general  as- 
sembly, the  other  day,  commending  the  colonization 
society  and  its  objects  was  carried  without  debate, 
with  but  one  dissenting  voice.  The  resolution  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved,  That  this  general  assembly,  approving  the 
objects  of  the  American  Colonization  society,  and  re- 
joicing in  the  success  which  by  a gracious  Providence 
has  been  granted  to  this  benevolent  enterprize  thus  far, 
would  renew  the  recommendation  to  the  churches  un- 
der their  care,  formerly  made,  to  take  up  a collection  to 
aid  the  funds  of  said  society,  on  or  about  the  fourth  day 
of  July,  annually. 

Too  good  to  he  lost.  A gentleman  was  called  upon 
a few  days  since,  to  decipher  some  inscriptions  on  a lot 
of  bells,  recently  imported  and  supposed  to  be  of  Spa- 
nish manufacture.  On  examination  he  found  that  these 
inscriptions  looked  as  little  like  Spanish  as  any  thing 
else,  being  apparently  some  very  ill-used  members  of 
the  alphabet,  turned  topsy  turvy.  He  excused  himself, 
therefore,  from  the  task  of  deciphering,  on  the  ground 
dial  though  he  read  the  Spanish  language,  he  had  not 
made  much  progress  in  the  Spanish  belles  letters. 

[N.  Y.  Cour.  Sf  Enq. 

Death  of  gen.  Holstein.  We  have  to  announce  the 
sudden  death  of  our  venerable  and  estimable  fellow  citi- 
zen, gen.  H.  V.  Du  Coudray  Holstein.  He  died  at  his 
residence  in  Chapel  street,  on  Thursday  evening,  of 
apoplexy,  at  the  advanced  age  of  76. 

The  deceased  was  a native  of  Germany,  where  we 
believe,  he  received  the  thorough  knowledge  of  Ger- 
man and  French  literature  which  has  since  enabled 
him  to  sustain  himself  and  family  here.  At  an  early 
age  he  entered  the  French  army,  and  served  many 
years  as  a staff’ officer  under  Napoleon.  He  took  re- 
fuge in  this  country  upon  the  restoration  of  the  Bour- 
bons, and  has  since  been  a resident  ol  this  state.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  French 
department  in  the  Albany  female  academy.  Though 
almost  constantly  employed  in  this  capacity,  he  still 
found  time  to  contribute  to  the  literary  periodicals  and 
newspapers,  and  to  prepare  for  the  press  elementary 
French  and  German  works.  He  was  a principal  con- 
tributor to  the  Zodiac,  formerly  published  in  this  city. 
The  series  of  articles  entitled  “the  gallery  of  Louis 
Phillipe,”  which  appeared  in  this  paper,  were  from  his 
busy  and  graphic  pen. 

We  shall  not  at  this  time  attempt  to  do  justice  to  the 
character  of  this  truly  good  man;  nor  have  we  the  ma- 
terials at  hand  to  give  even  a sketch  of  his  blameless 
and  eventful  life.  We  leave  this  to  those  who  enjoyed 
more  of  his  intimacy  and  confidence  while  living,  and 
who  know  and  appreciate  his  worth.  [Albany  Arg. 

Sarah  Walton,  the  woman  against  whom  a bill  was 
found  at  the  last  September  session  of  the  court  of 
oyer  and  terminer,  on  a charge  of  infanticide,  was 
acquitted  on  Thursday  last  at  the  request  of  the  attor- 
ney general,  without  any  evidence  being  offered  in  the 
case.  [North  American. 
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The  Oregon  territory.  We  have  embraced 
the  earliest  occasion  of  our  having  sufficient  space 
for  it  to  publish  the  able  and  instructive  report,  made 
in  the  house  of  representatives  at  its  last  session  by 
the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Oregon  territory,  to  which  it  seems  to  be  high 
time  that  the  public  attention  was  more  particularly 
turned.  It  is  no  more  than  fourteen  years  ago  that 
a biil  for  the  occupation  of  that  territory  was  intro- 
duced into  the  house  of  representatives  by  Mr. 
Floyd,  then  a representative  from  Virginia,  (since 
governor  of  the  state),  now  deceased,  who  supported 
it  with  great  earnestness  and  zeal.  That  bill  passed 
the  house  of  representatives  by  a vote  of  more  than 
two  to  one,  but,  in  the  senate,  was,  after  debate,  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Low- 
rie,  then  a senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Linn,  of  Missouri,  has,  with  equal  earnest- 
ness, recently  pressed  the  subject  on  the  attention  of 
the  senate;  and  now  we  have  the  elaborate  report 
published  to  day,  understood  to  be  the  production  of 
Mr.  Cushing,  of  Massachusetts.  So  that  move- 
ments towards  occupation  of  the  territory,  and  orga- 
nization of  government  therein,  have  been  made  suc- 
cessively, from  the  south,  the  west  and  the  east; 
which,  though  so  far  without  success,  can  hardly 
fail  to  end  iu  some  decisive  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject by  the  next  congress.  [Nut.  Int. 

The  Virginia  election.  We  have  as  yet  re- 
ceived from  no  county  the  complete  returns  of  the 
election  held  throughout  Virginia  on  Thursday  last. 
In  some  of  the  counties,  owing  to  threatening  wea- 
ther, the  election  was  continued  over  by  keeping 
the  polls  open  after  Thursday,  as  is  in  such  cases 
authorised  by  law.  The  partial  returns  we  have 
seen  from  Fairfax  and  Spottsyl vania  counties  (the 
only  ones  heard  from)  were  not  particularly  favora- 
ble to  the  whig  cause.  [.Ibid. 

Harmanus  Bleecker,  esq.  The  appointment 
of  this  gentleman  as  charge  d’affairs  of  the  United 
States  at  the  Hague  is  at  once  a source  of  surprise 
and  satisfaction  to  his  fellow  townsmen  of  Albany. 
Mr.  Bleecker’s  high  character  and  varied  attain- 
ments have  long  commanded  the  respect  of  his  nu- 
merous friends  at  home,  and  will  unquestionably  add 
to  the  credit  of  his  country  abroad. 

[Albany  Daily  Advertiser. 

Wm.  II.  Crawford’s  letter  to  Charles  Jared  In- 
gersoll,  on  the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Woodlawn,  Dec.  5,  1831. 

Dear  sir:  Your  friendly  letter,  on  the  subject  of 

the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  has  been  received  by 
due  course  of  mail.  The  opinion  which  I formed 
of  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,,  when  I was  a member  of  the 
senate,  was  the  result  of  a careful  examination  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  made  without  any 
preconceived  opinions.  That  opinion  is  recorded  in 
two  speeches  made  in  the  senate  in  the  year  1811. 
Since  that  time  I have  had  no  occasion  for  renewing 
the  question. 

My  opinion  remains  unaltered,  I was  secretary 
of  the  treasury  more  than  eight  years,  and  during 
that  time  I had  ample  evidence  of  the  great  utility 
ofthe  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  managing  the 
fiscal  affairs  of  the  union.  I am  persuaded  that  no 
man,  whatever  his  preconceived  opinions  may  be, 
can  preside  over  the  treasury  one  year  without  being 
deeply  impressed  with  the  expediency  of  the  Bank 
ofthe  United  States  in  conducting  the  finances  of 
the  union.  The  provision  in  the  constitution,  which 
gives  congress  the  power  to  pass  all  laws  which  may 
be  necessary  and  proper  to  cany  into  effect  the  enu- 
merated powers,  gives  congress  the  right  to  pass  the 
bank  bill,  unless  a law,  most  proper  to  carry  into 
erf'ect  the  power  to  collect  and  distribute  the  revenue, 
should  be  excluded  by  that  provision. 

The  opponents  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank 
place  great  stress  upon  the  word  “necessary,”  con- 
tained in  the  grant  of  power,  and  insist  that  no  law 
can  be  necessary  but  such  without  which  the  power 
could  not  be  carried  into  effect.  Now  this  construc- 
tion appears  to  me  to  be  indefensible. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  words  “necessary 
and  proper”  cannot  exclude  a law  that  is  most  pro- 
per to  carry  the  power  into  effect.  Yet  the  uncon- 
stitutionality of  the  bank  can  be  pronounced  only 
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upon  that  construction.  It  does  appear  to  me  that 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  never  could  have  in- 
tended to  exclude  the  passage  of  a law  most  proper 
to  carry  a power  into  effect  by  another  law.  My 
construction  of  the  grant  of  power  to  pass  all  laws 
which  may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  enumerated 
powers  into  effect,  includes  the  power  to  pass  all 
laws  which  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry 
fhe  enumerated  powers  into  effect  in  the  most  per- 
fect and  complete  manner,  and  not  in  an  incomplete 
and  imperfect  manner. 

I have  not  seen  a complete  development  of  the 
president’s  plan  of  a bank.  It  is  possible  that,  by 
his  plan  the  transmission  of  the  revenue  may  be 
effected.  The  advantage  of  this  security  to  the  pub- 
lic is  incalculable.  It  ought  not  to  be  relinquished 
unless  it  can  be  satisfactorily  proved  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  is  unconstitutional. 

This,  I think,  cannot  be  satisfactorially  shown. — 
My  speeches  are  recorded,  and  can  be  republished 
if  necessary.  They  contain  the  result  of  the  best 
investigation  I was  able  to  give  the  subject.  I am 
pursuaded  I could  not  improve  upon  it  now,  if  I had 
the  power  of  investigating  the  subject,  which  I have 
not.  I am,  sir,  your  friend,  &c. 

W.  H.  Crawford. 

Resources  of  the  west.  Few  persons,  we 
suspect,  thoroughly  realize  what  are  the  capabilities 
of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  though  every  body 
has  been  talking  and  writing  about  them  these  twen- 
ty years.  A writer  in  the  New  York  Review  sets 
this  matter  in  a most  forcible  light  as  follows:  — 

“Look  at  it;  in  that  valley  are  one  million  four 
hundred  thousand  square  miles,  or  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-six  millions  of  acres,  while  Great  Bri- 
tain, with  all  its  islands,  contains  but  about  eighty- 
eight  thousand  square  miles,  or  fifty -six  and  a half 
millions  of  acres.  And  what  is  the  character  of  this 
vast  region?  One-third  of  it,  at  least,  is  capable  of 
cultivation,  and  thick  settlement,  and  one-third  is 
four  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  square  miles  in 
extent,  about  seven  times  as  great  an  area  as  all  the 
available  land  in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Wales 
and  the  islands.  Look  at  it  more  minutely,  and  you 
find  it,  from  the  cleared  fields  of  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
to  the  edge  of  the  barren  prairies  of  Missouri,  and 
from  the  wild  rice  swamps  of  the  north,  to  the  cy- 
press swamps  of  the  south,  fertile  beyond  example, 
almost  level,  or  slightly  undulating,  and  accessible 
in  every  direction.  Never  was  there  a finer  country 
for  the  agriculturist:  standing  at  his  farm  house-door, 
in  the  interior  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  or  Illinois,  a thou- 
sand miles  from  the  salt  water,  he  may  see  his  pro- 
duce afloat  on  its  way  to  New  York,  or  Europe;  in 
a very  few  years,  five  complete  lines  of  water  and 
railway  communication  will  exist  between  the  inte- 
rior of  Ohio  and  the  ocean;  four  are  now  in  opera- 
tion. Nor  is  that  valley  destined  to  be  less  eminent- 
ly manufacturing  than  agricultural.  The  state  of 
Ohio,  if  we  may  rely  upon  her  geologist,  Mr.  Ma- 
ther, contains  as  much  bituminous  coal,  of  good 
quality  and  easy  access,  as  all  England  and  Wales; 
and  Ohio  in  this  respect  is,  he  thinks,  no  richerthan 
western  Pennsylvania,  western  Virginia,  and  Ken- 
tucky; judging  from  the  little  that  i3  known,  Indi- 
ana, Illinois  and  Missouri,  are  probably  underlain  to 
a considerable  extent  by  the  same  great  mineral 
treasure.  Nor  is  it  coal  alone  that  abounds  in  the 
west;  from  the  head  quarters  of  Cumberland  river 
across  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  extends  a bed  of  iron  ore 
twenty  miles  in  width.  Tennessee  is  filled  with 
iron;  immense  beds  were  lately  opened  in  Indiana  — 
and  who  has  not  heard  ofthe  Missouri  mountain  of 
that  most  precious  metal.  Already  do  Pittsburg 
and  Cincinnati,  yearly,  manufacture  some  7 or  8 
millions  of  dollars  worth  of  iron  articles  for  export 
to  other  points;  and  lead  abounds  also;  salt  is  met 
with  in  inexhaustible  quantities;  lime  is  universally 
distributed;  and  the  finest  freestone  found  in  the 
greatest  profusion. 

Here,  then,  is  a land,  the  soil  and  climate  of  which 
favor  tillage  in  the  highest  degree;  the  interior  of 
which  is  far  more  easy  of  access  than  the  interior  of 
any  country  in  Europe,  and  filled  with  mineral 
wealth.  Within  its  limits,  grow  maize,  wheat, 
hemp,  flax,  tobacco,  cotton  and  sugar.  It  is  a land 
which  scarce  needs  foreign  commerce;  it  is  a world 
within  itself;  there  is  scarcely  one  considerable  arti- 
cle of  commerce,  if  we  except  coffee  and  some  dye- 
stuffs, which  the  Mississippi  valley  cannot  furnish. 


The  first  flint  glass  made  in  America,  was  at  Pitts- 
burg; the  porcelain  earth  found  within  the  limits  of 
that  region,  rivals  that  of  China;  the  lakes  abound 
in  fish;  and  the  burr  stone  of  Ohio,  may  compare 
with  the  best  from  France. 

Now,  what,  in  the  common  course  of  things,  must 
be  the  result  of  this  wealth  and  capability?  A dense 
population,  a population  of  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  millions  of  people;  nay,  if  we  base 
our  calculations  on  the  present  population  of  France, 
of  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions,  that 
is  to  say,  a population  greater  than  that  now  living 
in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  France,  Holland,  Spain, 
Portugal  and  German}''. 

Lower  Canada.  “On  Thursday  morning,” 
says  the  Montreal  Herald  of  Saturday  last,  “several 
loyal  families  from  La  Tortu  and  the  surrounding 
towns  arrived  in  town,  in  consequence  ofthe  treats 
to  which  they  have  lately  been  subjected  by  the  re- 
bels, and  the  fears  entertained  that  their  lives  were 
in  danger.  Among  the  number  is  Mr.  Vitty,  who 
was. so  severely  wounded  when  Mr.  Walker  was 
killed  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  last  year. 
The  third  act  in  the  tragedy  of  Lower  Canadian 
rebellion  has  now  commenced,  and,  we  doubt  not, 
it  will  terminate  as  the  previous  ones  have,  in  the 
discomfiture  of  the  rebels,  but  at  a much  greater 
sacrifice  of  life  and  property.” 

Smallpox  and  vaccination  identified.  An 
English  paper  mentions  that  Mr.  Creely,  a surgeon 
of  Alyesbury,  has  demonstrated  the  important  fact, 
that  small  pox  and  cow  pox  have  the  same  origin,  the 
latter  being  small  pox  communicated  to  the  cow, 
Mr.  Creely  inoculated  cow3  with  small  pox  matter; 
the  vesicle  produced  in  the  animal  had  every  ap- 
pearance of  the  vaceine  pock.  To  ascertain  the 
point,  children  were  inoculated  with  matter  taken 
from  the  cow  thus  ,-astificially  infected,  the  result 
was  a fine,  genuine  vaccine  vesicle.  To  establish 
the  fact  satisfactorily,  these  children  were  submitted 
to  small  pox  disease.  Twenty-five  successive  inoc- 
ulations have  now  been  performed  with  this  new 
virus,  which  may  truly  be  named  variola  vaccina, 
and  it  continues  to  produce  the  most  satisfactory  vesi- 
cles; the  matter  has  been  employed  in  Bristol  with 
perfect  success.  The  importance  of  this  discovery 
cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated.  The  Philadelphia 
Inquirer  states  that  the  identity  of  the  two  diseases 
was  ascertained  some  years  ago  by  Dr.  Jos.  Klapp, 
of  that  city,  who  made  the  same  experiments  which 
have  been  lately  used  in  England  with  similar  re- 
sults. Reference  is  made  to  the  5th  vol.  of  the 
Philadelphia  Medical  Museum,  by  John  Redman 
Cox,  M.  D.  where  the  whole  doctrine  is  stated.  If 
we  mistake  not  some  experiments  of  a like  nature 
were  once  made  in  Baltimore,  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  medical  men. 

Special  or  general  partners.  A case  was 
tried  in  the  United  States  district  court  in  New 
York  yesterday,  in  which  Elijah  T.  Hubbard  and 
Jlenry  Carrington  were  plaintiffs,  and  Edward  M. 
Morgan,  Win  H.  Jessup,  Henry  T.  Morgan,  and 
Knowles  Taylor,  were  defendants,  to  test  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  this  latter  defendant  was  a special 
or  general  partner  in  the  firm  of  Edward  M.  Mor- 
gan & Co.  of  Wall  street. 

The  action  was  an  action  of  assumpsit,  and  was 
brought  to  recover  the  amount  of  a balance  of  an 
account  alleged  to  be  due  the  plaintiffs,  who  resided 
and  were  in  business  in  Illinois  on  the  22d  of  Janu- 
ary, 1838.  The  amount  claimed  was  $10,179  75, 
with  interest. 

It  appeared  that  Mr.  Taylor  had  put  $ 75,000  into 
the  firm  as  a special  partner,  but  had  neglected  to 
comply  with  the  provision  in  the  law  authorising 
special  partnerships,  which  requires  that  “the  busi- 
ness of  the  partnership  shall  be  conducted  under  a 
firm  in  which  the  names  of  the  general  partners  only 
shall  be  inserted  without  the  addition  of  the  word 
‘company,’  or  other  general  term;”  for  the  word 
company  was  used  in  the  certificate  of  partnership 
made  before  recorder  Riker,  and  in  all  subsequent 
transactions.  Judge  Betts  therefore  instructed  the 
jury  that  Mr.  T.  had  lost  the  privileges  of  a special 
partner,  and  they  accordingly  rendered  a verdict  for 
the  plaintiffs  of  $11,125  78 — which  binds  him. 

[Newark  Daily  Adv. 
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A case  was  decided  in  the  superior  court  on  Mon- 
day, which  may  serve  as  a caution  to  men  holding 
official  situations,  that  trivial  carelessness  or  neglect 
may  sometimes  be  attended  with  very  serious  con- 
sequences. Wm.  P.  .Hallett,  esq.  was  sued  for  the 
recovery  of  a judgment  which  had  been  obtained 
against  a Mr.  Charles  Morris,  and  the  amount  of 
which  had  not  been  recovered  in  consequence  of 
Mr.  Hallett’s  having  overlooked,  in  examining  the 
records  of  the  supreme  court,  a previous  judgment 
against  Morris  for  $15,000  or  $16,000.  The  amount 
for  which  Mr.  Hallett  was  now  sued  was  nearly 
$4,000,  and  before  the  case  had  been  submitted  to 
the  jury,  it  was  made  out  so  clear  that  his  counsel,  in 
his  behalf,  consented  to  the  payment  of  it  with  costs. 

[N.  Y.  Transcript. 

Devotion.  There  is  a sweet  and  simple  custom 
prevalent  in  Iceland,  which  marks  the  habitual  de- 
votion of  its  inhabitants.  Whenever  they  leave 
home,  though  for  a short  journey,  they  uncover 
their  heads,  and  for  the  space  of  five  minutes  si- 
lently implore  the  protection  and  favor  of  the  Al- 
mighty. Dr.  Henderson,  from  whom  the  fact  is  de- 
rived, and  who  observed  it  in  the  Icelanders  who 
often  attended  him  on  his  excursions,  also  remarked 
it  in  the  humblest  fishermen  when  going  forth  to 
procure  food  for  their  families.  After  having  put 
out  upon  the  sea,  they  row  the  boat  into  quiet  wa- 
ter, at  a short  distance  from  the  shore,  and  bowing 
their  uncovered  heads,  solicit  the  blessing  of  their 
Father  in  Heaven.  Even  at  passing  a stream, 
which  in  their  country  of  precipices  is  often  fraught 
with  danger,  they  observe  the  same  sacred  custom. 

This  affecting  habit  of  devotion  has  been  imputed 
to  the  fact,  that  from  their  isolated  situation  and 
mode  of  life,  the  mother  is  almost  the  only  teacher, 
and  her  instruction  seems  to  have  become  incorpo- 
rated with  their  very  elements  of  being. 

The  old  fashioned  courtesy  and  sterling  beauty  of 
the  following  correspondence,  so  characteristic  of  the 
men  of  the  old  school,  will  commend  it  to  the  admi- 
ration of  our  readers.  It  is  derived  from  Spark’s  in- 
valuable compilation  of  the  Washington  papers: 

DR.  FRANKLIN’S  LETTER. 

Philadelphia,  \Qth  September,  1789. 

“Dear  sir:  My  malady  renders  my  sitting  up  to 
write  rather  painful  to  me;  but  I cannot  let  my  son- 
in-law  Mr.  Bache,  part  for  New  York,  without  con- 
gratulating you  by  him  on  the  recovery  of  your  health 
so  precious  to  us  all;  and  on  the  growing  strength  of 
our  new  government  under  your  administration. 

For  my  own  personal  ease,  I should  have  died  two 
years  ago;  but,  though  those  years  have  been  spent 
in  excruciating  pain,  I am  pleased  that  I have  lived 
them,  since  they  have  brought  me  to  my  present  si- 
tuation. I am  now  finishing  my  eighty-fourth  year, 
and  probably  with  it  my  career  in  this  life;  but  in 
whatever  state  of  existence  I am  placed  hereafter,  if 
I retain  my  memory  of  what  has  passed  here,  I shall 
with  it  retain  the  esteem,  respect,  and  affection,  with 
whch  I have  long  been,  my  dear  friend,  yours,  most 
sincerely,  * B.  Franklin. 

TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

New  York,  23 d September,  1789. 

Dear  sir:  The  affectionate  congratulations  on 
the  recovery  of  my  health,  and  the  warm  expres- 
sions of  personal  friendship,  which  were  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  claim  my  gratitude,  the  room  on  the  scaffold,  removed  a board,  cast  in 


from  that  city  for  France.  The  following  letter 
from  a Paris  paper  gives  an  account  of  the  progress 
and  apparent  failure  of  their  expedition: — 

[Boston  Daily  Adv. 

The  two  Smyrna  girls  whose  persons  present  such 
remarkable  electric  phenomena,  landed,  as  you  are 
aware,  at  Marseilles  in  the  beginning  of  last  month. 
In  hopes  of  realizing  a splendid  fortune,  they  intend- 
ed to  exhibit  themselves  in  France  and  other  parts 
of  the  continent.  Immediately  on  their  arrival, 
several  persons,  including  various  men  of  science 
and  professors,  visited  them  and  ascertained  the  fol- 
lowing phenomena.  The  girls  stationed  themselves 
facing  each  other  at  the  ends  of  a large  table,  keep- 
ing at  a distance  from  it  of  one  to  two  feet,  accord- 
ing to  their  electric  dispositions.  When  a few  mi- 
nutes had  elapsed,  a crackling  resembling  that  of  the 
electric  fluid,  spreading  over  a sheet  of  gilt  paper, 
was  heard,  when  the  table  received  a strong  shake, 
which  was  always  made  in  advance  from  the  elder 
to  the  younger  sister.  A key,  nail,  or  any  piece  of 
iron,  placed  upon  the  table,  instantaneously  stopped 
the  phenomenon.  When  the  iron  was  adapted  to 
the  under  part  of  the  table,  it  produced  no  effect 
upon  the  experiment.  Saving  this  singular  circum- 
stance, the  facts  observed  constantly  followed  the 
known  laws  of  electricity,  whether  glass  insulators 
were  used,  or  whether  one  of  the  girls  wore  silk  gar- 
ments. In  the  latter  case  the  electric  properties  of 
both  were  neutralized.  Such  was  the  state  of  mat- 
ters for  some  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  young 
Greeks,  but  the  temperature  having  become  cooler, 
and  the  atmosphere  having  loaded  itself  with  humi- 
dity, all  perceptible  electric  virtue  seemed  to  have 
deserted  them.  One  may  conceive  the  melancholy 
of  these  girls,  and  the  disappointment  of  the  two 
Greeks,  their  relations,  who  have  come  with  them 
in  order  to  share  their  anticipated  wealth. 

[Marseilles  Letter. 

Sagacity  of  doves.  Much  has  been  written 
and  spoken  upon  the  sagacity  of  animals,  and  so 
interesting  is  this  subject  to  most  people,  and  es- 
pecially to  youth,  that  almost  every  parent  has  be- 
guiled the  severities  of  a winter’s  evening  by  nar- 
rating to  his  children  some  well-attested  feats  of 
animals,  illustrative  of  their  surprising  sagacity. 
These  anecdotes  are  generally  related  of  quadrupeds,, 
the  dog,  the  horse  and  the  elephant;  but  I shall  re- 
late one  of  that  emblem  of  beauty  and  innocence, 
the  dove. 

Early  in  the  present  winter,  my  dove-cote  was 
broken  into,  from  the  scaffold,  by  a stranger  cat, 
in  the  darkness  of  night,  and  two  of  the  peaceful 
inmates  were  surprised  and  devoured*  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  family,  by  this  merciless  invader.  As 
soon  as  the  morning  came,  they  all  forsook  their 
home,  and  gave  such  tokens  of  fright  as  induced  us 
to  search  fop  the  cause,  when  the  remains  of  the 
slain,  in  the  apartment  which  had  then  proved 
their  asylum,  at  once  dispelled  all  doubts  in  regard 
to  the  cause  of  the  present  distress.  But  another 
painful  question  arose  with  my  children,  whose 
sympathies  with  the  little  sufferers  were  now  at 
their  height — “How  could  the  old  creature  get  into 
the  dove  house?”  My  young  son  had  the  frank- 
ness to  dispel  this  perplexity. 

Owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather,  a few  days 
previous,  he  thought  he  would  feed  his  dove3  with- 
out calling  them  from  their  retreat,  and  went  to 


And  the  consideration,  that  it  was  written  when  you 
were  afflicted  with  a painful  malady,  greatly  increa- 
ses my  obligation  for  it. 

Would  to  God,  my  dear  sir,  that  I could  congratu- 
late you  upon  the  removal  of  that  excruciating  pain, 
under  which  you  labor;  and  that  your  existence 
might  close  with  as  much  ease  to  yourself  as  its  con- 
tinuance has  been  beneficial  to  our  country  and  use- 
ful to  mankind;  or,  if  the  united  wishes  of  a free  peo- 
ple, joined  with  the  earnest  prayers  of  every  Iriend 
to  science  and  humanity,  could  relieve  the  body 
from  pains  or  infirmities,  then  you  could  claim  an 
exemption  on  this  score.  But  this  cannot  be,  and 
you  have  within  yourself  the  only  resource  to  which 
we  can  confidently  apply  for  relief,  a philosophic 
mind. 

If  to  be  venerated  for  benevolence,  if  to  be  admir- 
ed for  talents,  if  to  be  esteemed  for  patriotism,  if  to 
be  beloved  for  philanthrophy,  can  gratify  the  hu- 
man mind,  you  must  have  the  pleasing  consolation 
to  know,  that  you  have  not  lived  in  vain.  And  I 
flatter  myself  that  it  will  not  be  ranked  among  the 
least  grateful  occurrences  of  your  life  to  be  assured, 
that,  so  long  as  I retain  my  memory,  you  will  be 
recollected  with  respect,  veneration,  and  effection 
by  your  sincere  friend,  Geo.  Washington 

The  electric  girls  of  Smyrna.  We  men- 


the  grain,  but  did  not  take  sufficient  caution  in  re- 
placing the  board.  We  at  once  secured  the  apart- 
ment against  another  invasion,  and  replenished  it 
with  food;  but  although  the  weather  continued  in- 
tensely cold,  and  the  wind  boisterous,  the  doves 
would  in  no  way  enter  their  habitation  by  day  or 
by  night;  but  sought  their  security  at  the  expense 
of  their  comfort,  by  perching  upon  the  carriage 
house,  barn  or  dwelling  house.  But  in  each  of 
these  places  the  ruthless  spoiler  suprised  them,  and 
continued  to  reduce  their  number,  eluding  all  our 
efforts  to  take  her  by  trap,  or  otherwise.  At  length, 
fearing  that  the  whole  covey  would  fall  a prey  to 
her  rapacity.  I resolved  to  lie  in  ambush  with 
powder  and  buck-shot,  and  await  her  approach. 
The  plan  was  successful.  Between  eleven  and 
tvvelve  o’clock  at  night,  the  old  marauder  advanced 
slowly  and  cautiously  forward  to  renew  her  de- 
predations upon  the  little  innocents,  but  at  that 
moment  she  fell  a sacrifice  to  her  murderous  daring. 
The  little  doves,  from  the  roof  of  our  dwelling,  and 
by  the  aid  of  the  light  of  the  moon,  saw  her  bound- 
ing and  agonizing  in  death.  The  next  morning, 
while  the  children  were  rejoicing  over  the  fall  of  their 
common  enemy,  and  a monster  in  size  she  was, 
among  our  domesticated  feline  race  the  doves  par- 
ticipated in  the  general  joy,  as  indicated  by  their 
flying  to,  circling  upon  the  wing,  and  hovering 
tioned  some  time  since,  on  the  authority  of  a Smyrna  I over,  the  slain,  and  then  returning  to  their  deserted 
paper,  the  departure  of  the  remarkable  electric  girls  j habitation,  cooing  and  strutting,  in  conscious  se 


curity,  after  an  exile  of  more  than  two  months.  The 
following  night  they  took  roost  in  their  own  house, 
but  stationed  one  at  each  window  for  a sentinel. 
As  this  order  was  strictly  adhered  to  each  succes- 
sive night,  we  were  led  to  apprehend  there  might 
be  a remaining  foe  on  the  premises.  Another  am- 
bush on  my  part  was  successful  in  taking  the  sur- 
viving partner  in  crime,  and  from  that  moment,  the 
sentinels  have  been  recalled,  nidification  has  been 
resumed,  and  all  appears  blithesome,  and  full  of 
hope.  [ Congregationalism 

Singular  foresight.  Six  hundred  years  ago, 
a monk  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis  foretold  most  of 
the  great  discoveries  which  have  adorned  later  ages. 
This  monk  was  .Roger  Bacon.  His  whole  life  was 
devoted  to  study,  and  he  narrowly  escaped  being 
punished  as  a magician,  through  the  very  envy  and 
jealousy  of  his  brethren.  He  has  left  a work  which 
earned  for  him  the  surname  of  “The  Wonderful 
Doctor.”  In  this  book,  the  title  of  which  is  de 
Secretis  Operibus  Nalurce  et  Artis,”  there  are  many 
things  that  will  astonish  the  scientific.  “A  sub- 
stance may  be  prepared,”  says  he,  “which,  in  even 
very  small  quantities,  will  produce  a violent  report 
in  the  air,  kindle  like  a train  of  fire,  and  destroy 
whole  castles  and  armies.” 

A century  afterwards,  a German  taught  the  Ve- 
netians the  use  of  powder  which  was  fiist  employ- 
ed in  their  wars  with  Genoa.  “Moreover,”  says 
he,  “we  may  cut  glasses,  or  kind  of  mirrors,  some 
of  which  will  be  able  to  enlarge  objects,  or  bring 
them  near,  and  others  to  diminish,  or  remove  them 
farther;  some  to  make  them  appear  upside  down, 
others  to  right  them  again.”  is  not  this  the  exact 
idea  of  spectacles,  telescope  and  microscopes, 
which  made  their  appearance  some  ages  afterwards? 
“It  is  possible,”  says  he,  “to  discover  a mode  of 
moving  in  the  air,  of  descending  and  walking  about 
on  the  bottom  of  rivers  and  the  ocean.”  Diving 
bells  and  balloons  have  since  been  made  known,  to 
prove  the  correctness  of  Bacon’s  assertions.  “It  is 
moreover  possible  to  build  ships  that  might  be  ma- 
naged by  one  man,  and  surpass  in  swiftness  all  ordi- 
nary vessels,  even  if  full  of  rowers.  Lastly,  a kind 
of  carriage  may  be  constructed,  which,  without  be- 
ing drawn  by  horses,  could  go  over  an  incredible 
space.”  Not  to  speak  of  our  modern  inventions, 
the  attempts  which  have  been  made  for  five  hun- 
dred years  to  resolve  these  two  problems  of  Bacon’s, 
are  innumerable.  Boats  with  wheels,  propelled  by 
a more  or  less  ingenious  mechanism,  have  been  al- 
most perpetually  attempted  since  the  days  of  our 
learned  monk. 

In  1740,  the  canals  of  Belgium  and  Holland  were 
covered  with  them,  and  in  France  and  elsewhere 
new  experiments  have  been  made,  and  are  still 
making  in  this  branch.  As  to  carriages  without 
horses,  it  is  well  known  that  in  the  middle  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  Simon  Stevinus  invented  a car 
with  masts  and  sails,  which  moved  at  the  rate  of 
about  two  miles  an  hour.  Mauries  of  Nassau, 
prince  of  Orange,  had  a similar  one,  which  he  took 
great  delight  in,  and  so  had  William  the  third  in 
England,  who  was  fond  of  showing  it  off  to  the 
great  astonishment  of  the  court  and  citizens.  Many 
other  carriages  have  been  set  in  motion  by  a system 
of  wheels  and  springs  like  those  of  a watch.  These 
inventions  are  doubtless  far  inferior  to  our  steam, 
which  moves  not  only  boats  and  wagons,  but  ships 
and  trains  of  cars;  but  it  is  an  act  of  simple  justice, 
to  call  to  mind  at  times  the  far-sighted  philosopher, 
who  six  hundred  years  ago,  affirmed  that  such  hid- 
den powers  existed. 


Death  warrant  of  Jesus  Christ.  Of  the 
many  interesting  relics  and  fragments  of  antiquity 
which  have  been  brought  to  light  by  the  persevering 
researches  of  modern  philosophy,  none  could  have 
more  interest  for  the  philanthrophist  and  the  be- 
liever, than  one  which  we  copy  below.  “Chance,” 
says  the  Courierdes  Etuts  Unis,  “has  just  put  into 
our  hands  the  most  imposing  and  interesting  judi- 
cial document  to  all  Christians,  that  ever  has  been  re- 
corded in  human  annals:  that  is  the  identical  death 
warrant  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  The  docu- 
ment was  faithfully  transcribed  by  the  editor,  and  is 
in  hmc  verba: 

Sentence  rendered  by  Pontiovs  Pilate,  acting  governor 
of  Lower  Gallilee,  stating  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
shall  suffer  death  on  the  cross. 

In  the  year  seventeen  of  the  emperor  Tiberious  Cae- 
sar and  the  25th  day  of  March,  the  city  of  the  holy 
Jerusalem,  Anna  and  Caiphas  being  priests,  sacrifi- 
cators  of  the  people  of  God,  Pontious  Pilate,  governor 
of  lower  Gallilee,  sitting  on  the  presidential  chair  of 
the  P®tory,  condemns  Jesus  of  Nazareth  to  die  on 
the  cross  between  two  thieves — the  great  and  noto- 
rious evidence  of  the  people  saying — 

1.  Jesus  is  a sedueer, 

2.  He  is  seditious. 
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3.  He  is  an  enemy  of  the  law. 

4.  H i calls  himself  falsely  the  Son  of  God. 

5.  He  calls  himself  falsely  the  King  of  Israel. 

6.  He  entered  into  the  temple,  followed  by  a mul- 
titude bearing  palm  branches  in  their  hands. 

Order  the  first  centurion,  Quillus  Cornelius,  to 
lead  him  to  the  place  of  execution. 

Forbid  to  any  person  whomsoever,  either  poor  or 
rich,  to  oppose  the  death  of  Jesus. 

The  witnesses  who  signed  the  condemnation  of 
Jesns  are,  viz: — 1.  Daniel  Robani,  n Pharisee;  2 
Joannas  Rorobable;  3.  Ralphael  Robani;  4.  Capet, 
a citizen. 

Jesus  shall  go  out  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem  by  the 
gate  of  Struenus.” 

The  above  sentence  is  engraved  on  a copper  plate; 
on  one  side  are  written  these  words: — “A  similar 
plale  is  sent  to  each  tribe.”  It  was  found  in  an 
antique  vase  of  white  marble,  while  excavating  in 
the  ancient  city  of  Aquilla,  in  the  kingdom  of  Na- 
ples, in  the  year  1820,  and  was  discovered  by  the 
commissaries  of  arts  attached  to  the  French  armies. 
At  the  expedition  of  Naples,  it  was  found  enclosed  in 
a box,  of  ebony  in  the  sacristy  of  the  chartrera.  The 
vase  in  the  chapel  of  caserta.  The  French  translation 
was  made  by  the  members  of  the  commission  of  arts. 
The  original  is  in  the  Hebrew  language.  The 
chactrem  requested  earnestly  that  the  plate  should 
not ‘be  taken  away  from  them.  The  request  was 
granted,  as  a reward  for  the  sacrifice  they  had  made 
for  the  army.  M.  Demon,  one  of  the  savans, 
caused  a plate  to  be  made  of  the  same  model,  on 
which  he  had  engraved  the  above  sentence.  At  the 
sale  of  his  collection  of  antiquities  &c.  it  was  bought 
by  lord  Howard  for  2,890  francs.  Its  intrinsic 
value  and  interest  are  much  greater.  A few  years 
ago  there  was  found  at  Catskill,  in  New  York,  a 
“shekel  of  Israel,”  of  (he  time  of  our  Saviour.  On 
one  side  was  the  representation  of  a palm  leaf,  on 
the  other,  a picture  of  the  temple,  wiih  the  words 
underneath,  “Holy  Jerusalem,”  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue.  Relics  like  these,  properly  authenticated, 
have  about  them  an  inexpressible  sacredness  and 
moment.  They  seem  to  blend  two  worlds,  and  to 
carry  human  curiosity  from  the  finite  to  the  infinite. 

[ Phil . Gaz. 

Portrait  or  Quakerism.  Poulson’s  Ameri- 
can Daily  Advertiser  furnishes  the  following  extract 
of  a letter  from  queen  Caroline,  (wife  of  George  the 
second),  to  the  princess  Charlotte. 

Did  I court  applause,  I would  preface  this  letter 
with  an  apology,  for  the  ignorance  of  hinting  at 
religious  principle.  To  suppose  the  great  swayed 
in  their  conduct,  by  a respect  for  religion  is  an  af- 
front to  the  delicacy  and  refinement  of  their  taste. 
Hence,  the  day  set  apart  by  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, for  religious  service,  they  deride  and  insult  as 
a vulgar  and  obsolete  institution;  should  you  pro- 
pose to  them  a renewal  of  family  devotion,  which 
concluded  the  guiltless  evening  entertainments  of 
their  ancestors,  you  would  become  an  object  of 
their  pity,  rather  than  of  their  contempt. 

The  sublime  truths,  the  pure  and  simple  manners 
of  the  gospel,  are  now  trodden  under  foot.  Can 
vve  wonder,  if  that  profession,  which  asserts  these 
truths,  and  preaches  these  morals,  be  treated  with  a 
similar  contempt?  But  irreligion  knows  no  bounds, 
when  once  let  loose;  and  Christianity  herself  has 
been  obliquely  insulted,  within  those  consecrated 
walls,  where  decency  and  policy,  in  the  absence  of 
reason  and  virtue,  would  forever  have  held  her  in 
legal  reverence. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  general  contempt  of 
religion  among  the  great,  you  are  not  to  imagine 
the  present  age  is  deep  in  speculations  of  infidelity. 
No  such  thing;  for  that  would  imply  a certain  at- 
tention to  these  subjects — a certain  degree  of  self- 
converse  and  thought — and  this  would  clash  with 
the  ruling  manners  of  the  times.  Indeed  there  have 
not  been  wanting  laborious  husbandmen,  who  have 
painfully  sown  their  tares — not  in  the  night  season, 
but  in  the  broad  daylight.  These  have  at  length 
shot  up  into  a large  and  fruitful  crop  of  irreligious 
implicit  faith;  for  implicit  faith,  is  belief  or  dis- 
belief, without  evidence;  and  why  they  disbelieve, 
few  of  the  present  age  can  tell.  They  have  other 
attentions,  than  the  meager  sophisms  of  irreligion; 
and  are  therefore  well  content ’with  the  conclusions 
without  the  premises. 

Fortunately  for  mankind,  there  has  arisen  out  of 
this  vile  system  of  disputation,  anarchy  of  belief 
and  disbelief,  a religion  called  the  religion  of  the 
Quakers;  and  although  the  great  have  nothing  to 
do  with  this  simple  original  worship,  I shall  make 
a few  remarks  upon  it,  because  I am  conscious, 
you  are  as  yet  ignorant  of  its  beauty,  importance 
and  truth. 

It  appears  to  me,  my  Charlotte,  that  the  progress 
made  by  thi3  interesting  people,  vulgarly  called 
Quakers,  and  officially  called  Friends;  above  all, 


other  sects,  in  simplifying  Christianity,  and  freeing 
it  from  those  mixtures  which  have  so  much  dis- 
graced and  abused  it,  has  been  so  extaordinary,  that 
it  may  justly  set  them  at  the  head  of  all  reformers, 
and  stamp  them  with  a decisive  character,  in  which 
their  little  peculiarities  of  manner  are  unworthy  of 
remark.  In  the  first  place,  they  are  the  only  sect 
who  admit  no  priests  or  ministers,  as  a separate 
order  of  men,  into  their  constitution;  an  advantage 
of  so  capital  a nature,  that  some  think,  it  is  well 
worth  purchasing,  by  the  institution  of  a distinct 
society  for  that  direct  purpose  only.  For  what  a 
legion  of  evils  does  this  cut  off?  Not  to  mention 
the  greater  mischiefs,  which  the  struggles  for  wealth 
and  power,  by  an  established  clergy,  have  in  all 
counties  occasioned.  Are  not  their  rivalries,  their 
parties,  their  controversies,  their  interests,  their  in- 
termeddlings, the  bane  of  concord  and  brotherly  af- 
fection in  all  the  communities  of  separatists? — Does 
not  their  ordinate  authority,  frequently  as  much  in- 
fringe the  rights  and  privileges  of  private  congrega- 
tions, as  it  always  does  of  national  churches?  Do 
they  not  afford  ready  means  of  laying  at  the  feet  of 
power,  the  political  influences  of  dissenting  bodies? 
It  would  be  too  much  to  assert,  that  it  never  was 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  founder  of  the  Christian 
religion,  to  institute  such  a body  of  men,  and  that 
the  supposed  necessity  of  them,  is  contradictory  to 
the  notion  of  a Divine  Revelation,  freely  arid  dear- 
ly communicated  in  writing;  but  we  cannot  help 
lamenting  at  least,  that  so  many  corruptions,  for- 
geries and  interpolations  of  scripture,  which  they 
have  been  accused  of,  should  deform  the  page  of 
history. 

Secondly,  I find  the  Quakers  are  the  only  people, 
who  have  completely  detached  religion  from  state 
policy,  and  thereby  avoided  that  doubtful  combina- 
tion, of  two  dissimilar  interests;  which  has  too  fre- 
quently spoiled  and  calumniated  both. 

They  have  confined  religion  to  its  proper  province 
of  amending  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men;  and  have 
abhorred  the  plan  of  making  it  subservient  to  the 
narrow  and  temporary  purposes  of  a party,  or  a 
government.  They  have  not  dared  to  enlist  the 
Almighty  in  the  service  of  a particular  nation, 
or  to  point  his  thunders  against  their  fellow  crea- 
tures merely  because  their  worldly  interests  inter- 
fered. 

They  have  not  set  apart  days  for  the  religious 
celebration,  or  commemoration  of  public  events; 
the  final  consequence  of  which,  no  man  can  see, 
and  which  are  regarded  with  totally  different  feel- 
ings by  different  parties.  Keeping  their  own  hands 
unstained  with  blood,  they  have  viewed  the  shed- 
ding of  blood  by  others  as  a subject  of  humiliation, 
rather  than  of  thanksgiving;  and  if  ever  they  of- 
fer prayers  for  national  blessings,  it  is  for  those  of 
peace,  bolherly  love  and  righteousness,  in  which 
they  desire  that  all  mankind  should  equally  parti- 
cipate, and  as  strenuously  endeavor  to  effect. 

Thirdly,  I do  not  know  that  they  differ  from  other 
Christians  in  their  speculative  notions  of  the  effica- 
cy of  prayer;  and  the  interposition  of  Providence 
in  human  coucerns;  yet  I can  see,  that  they  are 
much  more  weary  and  reserved  than  others,  in 
making  petitions  lor  particular  favors;  and  hence, 
according  to  my  judgment,  they  preserve  a greater 
consistency  in  the  theory  of  divine  perfections,  and 
inculcate  a more  tranquil  and  reverential  submission 
to  the  will  of  the  Deity.  In  this  respect  they  are 
a strong  contrast  to  the  Puritans  of  the  last  centu- 
ry and  the  first  Methodist  of  this,  whose  copious 
and  minute  addresses  to  heaven.often  degenerated 
into  indecent  familiarity,  and  a querulous  impudent 
importunity. 

Fourthly,  by  boldly  discarding,  instead  of  endea- 
voring to  simplify  and  rationalize  those  rites  of  re- 
ligion, which,  from  a kind  of  emblematical  veil, 
thrown  about  them,  will  always  be  abused  and  mis- 
understood by  the  vulgar  and  fanciful,  ttiey  have 
eradicated  from  among  themselves,  a vast  mast  of 
superstition  and  error,  from  wdiich  no  sect  that  re- 
tains them,  is  entirely  free;  and  which,  in  some, 
has  almost  overwhelmed  all  that  is  valuable  in  reve- 
lation. How  far  they  have  been  justified,  in  doing 
this,  from  the  authority  of  scripture,  I do  not  in- 
quire; but,  the  advantage  of  having  got  rid  of  such 
inlets  to  false  opinion,  must  be  manifest  to  all,  who 
are  capable  of  making  comparisons,  and  of  valuing 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  mankind. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  to  me,  that  no  society 
of  Christians  ever  required  the  essential  of  their  re- 
ligion at  so  cheap  a rate,  or  in  so  pure  a form;  aud 
these  privileges  are  so  intrinsically  valuable,  that  I 
should  not  doubt  of  the  ability  of  such  a sect  to 
maintain  its  ground,  even  though  it  were  to  resign 
its  little  peculiarities  of  speech  and  dress.  But  this 
is  a measure  I would  by  no  means  recommend  to 
them;  their  dress  in  particular  should  never  be  re- 
nounced; its  simplicity  may  expose  them  to  the  ri- 
dicule of  fools,  but  at  "the  same  time,  secure  them 


flie  approbation  of  (he  wise  and  good.  That  you 
may  be  one  of  the  latter  number,  is  the  prayer  of 

Caroline. 


MILITARY  OUTRAGE  IN  FLORIDA. 

From  the  New  York  American. 

Under  this  head,  in  the  New  York  American,  of 
26th  March,  we  published  some  letters  from  Flori- 
da— handed  to  us  by  a gentleman  incapable  of  im- 
posing upon  us  as  true  what  he  hail  any  reason  to 
suppose  even  doubtful — which  imputed  to  the  offi- 
cers in  command  at  Tampa  Bay,  gross  violations, 
as  they  appeared,  of  the  rights  of  citizens. 

We  received,  some  days  ago,  the  following  de- 
tailed answer  to  these  charges,  which,  however 
long,  we  publish  entire;  and  deem  them,  as  we  pre- 
sume our  readers  will,  quite  conclusive,  as  to  the 
right  of  the  officers  to  take  the  course  they  did — 
and  of  the  misapprehension  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
reservation  of  land  for  public  purposes,  under 
which  the  letters  published  by  us  must  have  been 
written. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  finding — what,  indeed, 
we  almost  as  a matter  of  course  anticipate,  when 
regular  officers  are  concerned — that  notwithstand- 
ing contrary  appearances,  the  conduct  of  these 
officers  was,  in  this  case,  entirely  in  comformity 
with  law. 

Fort  Brooks,  Tortipa  bay,  E.  F.  April  23,  1839. 

In  the  American  of  the  26th  of  March,  1839,  we 
read  with  surprise  an  article  headed  with  the  words 
“military  outrage  in  Florida.”  The  surprise  we 
felt  arose  from  the  editorial  remarks  preceding  the 
letters,  which  are  published  at  length — for  the  edi- 
tors of  the  American  have  generally  been  suppos- 
ed to  understand  enough  of  the  situation  of  the 
officers  of  the  army,  and  their  relation  to  those 
who  complain  of  outrages  and  military  oppression, 
as  to  have  been  expected  to  have  at  least  withheld 
an  opinion  till  an  examination  of  the  grounds  on 
both  sides  of  the  question  would  justify  them  in 
doing  so.  The  officer  in  command  at  Tampa  is 
unknown  to  the  editors — and  this,  we  feel,  should 
have  led  them  to  exercise  much  suspicion,  of  such 
exparte  evidence  of  an  outrage,  from  any  source, 
however  respectable. 

We  thank  the  editors  for  the  offer  of  the  privi- 
lege granted  to  those  upon  whom  even  the  sen- 
tence of  death  is  pronounced;  and  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  ourselves  justice  in  the  eyes  of  many  of 
the  readers  of  the  American,  will  proceed  to  place 
before  the  public  the  whole  statement  of  the  case, 
part  of  which  they  have  had  from  an  individual,  of 
whose  responsibility  the  public  themselves  must 
now  be  the  judges. 

The  following  correspondence  will  place  the 
whole  transaction  in  the  light  in  which  it  actually 
occurred. 

Fort  Brooks,  Jan.  3d,  1839. 

Sir:  I deem  it  my  duty  to  apprise  you,  that  a 
citizen  by  the  name  of  James  Lynch,  is  building  on 
the  public  ground  at  this  place,  within  fifty  yards 
of  the  hospital — and  I discovered  yesterday  that 
the  said  Lynch  has  been  cutting  timber  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  within  about  3 miles  of  this  place.  Be- 
lieving as  I do,  that  he  has  no  authority  to  act  thus, 
I make  this  report  to  you,  as  you  may  have  the  au- 
thority, a3you  have  the  means,  of  preventing  these 
abuses.  With  great  respect,  your  ob’t  serv’t, 
(Signed)  S.  B.  DUSENBERY, 

Ass’t.  quarter  master. 
To  lieut.  col.  Cummings,  commandant. 

Fort  Brooks,  E.  F.Jan.  3,  1839. 

Sir:  I herewith  enclose  a statement  of  captain 
Dusenbery,  assistant  quartermaster  of  this  post,  in 
relation  to  an  intrusion  on  the  public  lands  in  the 
vicinity,  and  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  person  he 
has  named  is  now  cutting  ami  destroying  the  best 
of  the  timber  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  post, 
which  is  now  becoming  scarce  and  much  needed 
for  the  public  service. 

It  seems  that  he  claims  the  ground  on  which  the 
Seminole  negroes  are  encamped  as  his  own,  and  a 
few  days  ago  applied  to  me  to  have  them  removed, 
that  he  might  build  a house  on  the  spot.  This  re- 
quest, of  course,  has  not  been  granted. 

Having  reported  these  facts  to  my  proper  milila- 
ry  superior,  I conceive  that  I have  discharged  my 
duty.  I would  respectfully  beg  leave  to  suggest, 
however,  that  if  the  U.  S.  district  attorney  should 
be  instructed  to  issue  process  against  the  intruders 
and  bring  them  before  a court,  to  answer  for  their 
tresspasses,  it  might  have  good  effect,  and  prevent 
further  difficulty.  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  ob’t  serv’t, 

(Signed)  A.  CUMMINGS,  U.  col.  com’g. 

To  brig.  gen.  Z.  Taylor,  com’g  army  of  the  south. 

In  answer  to  the  foregoing  letter,  It.  col.  Cum- 
mings received  the  following  letters: 
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Ass’l  adj.  gen’ls  office,  Fort  Clinch,  Jan.  14,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  the  honorto  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  the  3d  inst.  including  a 
statement  of  capt.  Dusenbery,  acting  quartermas- 
ter, relative  to  an  intrusion  on  the  public  lands  in 
the'  vicinity  of  Fort  Brooks.  I herewith  transmit 
you  copies  of  a correspondence  between  col.  D. 
Clinch,  4th  infantry,  and  the  war  department,  and 
two  letters  from  Elijah  Hayward,  esq.  commission- 
er of  public  lands,  on  the  same  subject,  in  1830, 
with  a plot  defining  the  limits  of  the  reserve. 

From  the  above  papers  you  will  perceive  that 
the  government  has  made  a reservation  lor  military 
purposes  at  Tampa  Bay,  of  sixteen  miles  square, 
and  empowered  the  commanding  officer  to  remove 
therefrom  any  person  or  persons  who  may  have 
illegally  settled  there. 

The  commanding  general,  therefore,  directs  that 
no  building  be  allowed  to  be  erected  within  the 
limits  of  said  reserve,  without  having  previously 
obtained  the  sanction  of  the  commanding  officer; 
and  any  public  timber  that  may  have  been  cut  im- 
properly, that  you  at  once  seize  and  convert  to  the 
use  of  the  public  service.  I am,  sir,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  GEO.  H.  GRIFFIN,  A.  A.  gen. 

To  lieut.  col.  Cummings,  com’g  officer  at  Fort 

Brooke. 

COPY. 

Adj.  gen’ls  office,  Washington,  June  28,  1838. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ult.  respecting  cer- 
tain persons  who  have  located  themselves  near 
Fort  Brooke  for  illegal  and  improper  purposes,  has 
been  submitted  to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  I now 
send  you  copies  of  a correspondence  and  a plot  by 
which  you  will  perceive  the  limits  of  the  reserve 
near  Tampa. 

All  intruders  on  the  public  lands  reserved  by  the 
government  near  our  military  posts,  and  who  may 
interfere  with  the  discipline  of  the  army  by  vend- 
ing ardent  spirits,  or  who  are  found  otherwise  in- 
fringing regulations,  of  course  ought  to  be  remov- 
ed therefrom.  I am,  sir,  Ike.  &c. 

(Signed)  R.  JONES,  adj.  general. 

To  brigadier  gen’l  Taylor. 

Head  quarters,  4 th  infantry. 
Cantonment  Brooke,  February  9th,  1830. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  herewith  a 
survey  of  16  miles  square  around  Cantonment 
Brooke  to  be  reserved  for  military  purposes,  made 
by  lieut.  Morris,  in  compliance  with  instructions 
received  from  the  general-in-chief,  dated  23d  April, 
1829. 

I request  that  the  commanding  officer  of  this 
post  be  empowered  as  early  as  practicable  to  use 
his  discretion  in  preventing  settlers  from  occupying 
this  section  of  public  land,  and  to  remove  such  per- 
sons already  located  upon  it  as  he  may  deem  proper. 
With  much  respect,  &c.  See. 

(Signed)  D.  L.  CLINCH,  col.  4 th  infantry. 

Col.  R.  Jones,  adj.  genl.  Washington. 

S Boundaries  of  the  military  reserve  at  Tampa  bay 
in  East  Florida:  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Hills- 
borough or  Loch-cha-pop-ca  river,  thence  south- 
wardly along  the  Hillsborough  bay  shore  eight 
miles;  thence  due  west  across  the  land  to  Tampa 
Bay  three  miles  and  a half,  thence  along  the  eastern 
shore  of  Tampa  Bay  northwardly  twelve  miles; 
thence  due  north  six  miles;  thence  due  east  sixteen 
miles;  thence  due  south  sixteen  miles;  thence  due 
west  three  and  a half  miles  to  the  east  shore  of 
Hillsborough  bay;  thence  up  stream  along  the  east- 
ern shore,  following  its  meanders,  including  the 
island  opposite  Cantonment  Brooke  to  the  place  of 
beginning;  all  which  is  required  for  military  purpo- 
ses. (Signed) 

ALEX.  MACOMB,  maj.  gen.  commd’g. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army, 
Washington,  Aug.  31,  1S30. 

To  the  secretary  of  war: 

I request  that  the  land  office  may  be  directed  to 
make  a reservation  of  the  above  described  land. 

(Signed)  ALEX.  MACOMB, 

maj.  gen. commd’g. 

General  land  office,  10 th  Dec.  1830. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  apprise  you  that  the 
president  of  the  United  States  has  approved  of  the 
reservation  for  military  purposes  at  Cantonment 
Brooke  of  sixteen  miles  square,  recommended 
by  the  documents  accompanying  your  letter  of  the 
9th  inst. 

The  necessary  instructions  have  been  given  to 
the  surveyor  general  of  Florida  to  respect  the  re- 
serve accordingly.  With  great  respect,  See.  &c.&c. 

(Signed) 

ELIJAH  HAYWARD,  commissioner. 

To  lion.  J.  H.  Eaton,  secretary  of  war. 


General  land  office,  17 th  December,  1830. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  14th  inst. 
there  is  herewith  transmitted  a copy  of  the  plot  of 
reservation  of  sixteen  miles  square  at  .Cantonment 
Brooke,  as  sanctioned  by  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  also  a copy  of  the  letter  of  col.  Clinch,  of 
the  9th  of  February,  1830,  and  a copy  of  the  cita- 
tion of  the  boundaries  of  the  reserve  recommended 
by  the  general-in-chief.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
&c.  (Signed)  ELIJAH  HAYWARD, 

commissioner. 

To  the  lion.  J.  H.  Eaton,  secretary  of  war. 

The  two  following  letters  will  finish  this  selection 
on  the  subject  of  the  “military  outrages,”  in  pre- 
venting buildings  from  being  erected  on  the  reserve 
in  despite  of  military  authority: 

General  hospital,  Fort  Brooke,  Jan.  26, 1839. 

I would  respectfully  represent  to  the  general  that 
there  is  at  present  residing,  adjoining  the  hospital, 
a large  number  of  whites,  blacks  and  Indians,  that 
the  numerous  and  still  further  contemplated  erec- 
tions of  buildings  and  shantees  by  different  individu- 
als in  the  immediate  vicinity,  is  not  only  a source 
of  annoyance  and  destruction  to  the  maintenance  of 
proper  discipline  among  the  sick,  but  cannot  fail  to 
prove  a fruitful  cause  of  disease  on  the  approaching 
hot  weather,  bv  the  congregation  and  consequent 
accumulation  of  filth,  of  sucti  a mixed  population. 

(Signed)  N.  S.  JARVIS, surgeon  U.  S.  A. 

Fort  Brooke,  Florida,  January  26,  1839. 

General:  The  above  has  been  submitted  to  me, 
and  I fully  concur  in  opinion  with  surgeon  Jarvis, 
and  would  add,  that  a permanent  occupancy  of  the 
ground  immediately  surrounding  the  hospital,  with 
shantees,  &c.  will  not  only  incommode  the  sick  and 
destroy  the  discipline  of  the  hospital,  but  if  persist- 
ed in,  will  eventually  result  in  a forced  abandonment 
of  the  premises  now  occupied  for  hospital  purposes. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

(Signed)  R.  C.  WOOD, 

Surgeon  and  medical  director. 
Gen.  Z.  Taylor,  commanding  army  of  the  south. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Lovelace  we  will  merely  say, 
that  as  the  post  sutler  had  made  an  official  applica- 
tion for  protection,  and  as  the  commanding  officer 
was  in  full  possession  of  all  the  lawful  powers  of 
preventing  new  accessions  to  the  number  of  our  va- 
luable citizens,  how  much  soever  he  doubted  the 
propriety  of  the  military  ejectment  of  those  already 
located  here,  it  was  highly  uncivil  for  Mr.  Lovelace, 
or  any  one  else,  to  attempt  to  force  himself  or  his 
goods  upon  the  military  reserve,  especially  as  he  had 
been  officially  informed  that  he  had  no  permission  to 
land  his  goods,  and  would  do  so  at  his  peril.  And 
as  the  general  reader  of  the  American  will  not  rea- 
dily understand  why  Mr.  Lovelace  did  not  possess 
a “common  right,  guarantied  by  the  laws  of  the 
country,”  we  will  take  the  trouble  of  quoting  the 
following  selections  from  the  regulations  of  the  ar- 
my, for  his  consideration: 

“Article  xxxii.  1.  The  sutlers  are  to  be  treated 
with  respect,  and  protected  in  their  places.” 

“6.  For  tlie  privilege  enjoyed  by  the  sutler,  he 
shall  be  assessed  and  held  to  pay  to  the  post  fund,  at 
the  end  of  every  two  months,  or  oftener,  as  may  be 
determined  by  the  council  of  administration,  at  a 
rate  not  exceeding  fifteen  cents  a month  for  every 
officer  and  enlisted  soldier  serving  at  the  post;  the 
monthly  average  number  of  such  persons  to  be  de- 
termined equitably  by  the  said  council.” 

“The  commanding  officer  will  lend  his  authority  as 
often  as  may  be  necessary,  to  protect,  within  his  local 
command,  the  privilege  of  the  sutler;  and  no  further 
tax  or  burden,  in  any  shape  beyond  what  is  herein 
authorised,  will  be  imposed  on  him.” 

We  merely  ask  the  question,  whether  the  arrival 
of  an  individual  with  $20,000  worth  of  goods,  open- 
ly expressing  a disregard  of  all  military  authority — 
and  paying  none  of  the  assessments,  and  under  none 
of  the  restrictions  of  the  sutler,  and  having  few,  if 
any,  but  those  connected  directly  or  indirectly  with 
the  army,  to  furnish  with  goods,  would  not  interfere 
with  the  privileges  of  the  sutler? 

Under  these  circumstances  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  post  referred  the  case  to  the  commanding 
general  then  present,  who  sustained  colonel  Cum- 
mings in  the  exercise  of  his  military  authority;  and 
refused  permission  to  Mr.  Lovelace  to  land  his  goods; 
and  as  the  attempt  was  persisted  in,  the  result  was, 
that  Mr.  Lovelace  and  his  accomplices  were  very 
shortly  secured,  and  sent  with  his  goods  to  the  ves- 
sel from  whence  they  came. 

Permission  has  since  been  granted  by  the  com- 
manding general  to  Mr.  Lovelace  to  locate  at  this 
post. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  weigh  the  merits  of  the 
assertion,  that  the  conduct  of  the  commanding  offi- 


cer in  the  above  cases  was  “viewed  as  an  arbitrary 
stretch  of  power,”  by  some  of  the  officers  here. 

We  hope  lor  the  credit  ol  the  service  that  this  as- 
sertion is  no  better  sustained  than  the  rest  of  the  al- 
legations of  the  correspondent  of  the  American. — 
But  it  we  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  mistaken,  and 
these  opinions  have  been  actually  expressed,  it  is 
time  these  officers  should  be  reminded  that  they  re- 
ceive their  commissions  from  the  president,  while 
reposing  special  trust  arA  confidence  in  their patrioiism, 
valor,  fidelity  and  abilities,  amt  to  remember  that 
their  commissions  are  to  continue  in  force  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  for  the 
time  being. 

We  have  not  gone  thus  into  detail  for  the  purpose 
of  intering  into  a contest  or  of  commencing  a con- 
troversy. We  deprecate  the  necessity  of  having 
thus  to  appear  before  the  public — not  because  we 
fear  the  most  minute  in vestigation  of  our  conduct — 
for  we  belong  to  the  public — but  because  we  are 
well  aware  of  the  fact,  that  many  have  read,  and 
reading,  have  believed,  charges  against  absent  offi- 
cers, who  will  never  see  their  refutation. 

We  hope  the  editors  of  the  New  York  American, 
and  all  others,  may  rest  assured,  that  they  will  find, 
if  they  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  an  examination,  the 
charges  of  “military  outrages”  elsewhere,  about  as 
well  grounded  as  they  have  been  in  “Florida.” 

J.  M.  C. 


PENNSYLVANIA  LEGISLATURE. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  MR.  STEVENS. 

Harrisburg,  Saturday  morning.  May  11,  1839. 

Sir:  The  committee  appointed  by  the  house  of 
representatives  “to  inquire  whether  Thaddehs  Ste- 
vens, a member  elect  Irom  the  county  of  Adams, 
has  not  forfeited  his  right  to  a seat  in  the  house,” 
will  meet  for  that  purpose  in  the  east  committee 
room  of  the  house,  on  Monday  next,  at  4 o’clock, 
P.M.  or  at  an  earlier  period,  if  you  desire  it,  where 
you  may  attend  and  be  heard. 

CLARLES  M.  HEGINS,  chairman. 

Thaddeus  Stevens,  esq. 

MR.  STEVENS’  REPLY. 

Harrisburg,  May  13,  1839. 

Sir:  I received  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant, 
informing  me  that  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
house  of  representatives  “to  inquire  whether  Thad- 
deus Stevens,  a member  elect  from  the  county  of 
Adams,  has  not  forfeited  his  right  to  a seat  in  the 
house,”  will  meet  on  Monday  next,  when  I might 
attend  and  be  heard. 

I decline  to  appear  before  the  committee,  because 
I will  not  consent  to  a palpable  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws.  If,  as  on  recent  occasions,  I am 
compelled  by  force  to  witness  such  scenes,  I can  at 
least  withhold  from  them  my  sanction,  both  express 
and  implied. 

The  resolution  admits  the  legality  of  my  election 
and  return,  but  proposes  to  inquire  whether  I have 
not  forfeited  iny  seat  before  my  admission  into  the 
house.  The  grounds  of  such  forfeiture  are  not 
specified  in  the  resolution,  and  I can  only  infer  them 
from  the  remarks  of  the  original  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution, T.  B.  McElwee.  As  set  forth  by  him,  they 
consist  in  non-user,  misuser,  contempt  of  the  house 
by  calling  it  an  illegal  body — the  offspring  of  a 
mob;  and  for  sundry  personal  improprieties.  No 
constitutional  disqualification  was  or  is  alleged,  and 
for  none  other  can  the  house,  without  an  illegal  ex- 
ercise of  arbitrary  power,  prevent  a member  elect 
from  taking  his  seat.  Expulsion  for  good  cause, 
after  admission,  stands  on  different  grounds,  and  is 
authorised  by  the  constitution. 

I think  it  will  trouble  the  committee  to  find  a 
precedent  of  the  declared  forfeiture  lor  non  user  of 
an  elective  representative  office.  For  tvvo  whole 
sessions,  the  minority  in  the  British  parliament  ab- 
sented themselves  from  the  house.  Yet,  neither 
the  king,  the  speaker,  nor  the  majority  dared  to  ex- 
ercise the  high-handed  tyranny  now  attempted  by 
what  is  called  the  house  of  representatives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

That  certain  public  executive  or  ministerial  offi- 
ces may  be  forfeited  for  non-user  in  England,  where 
no  written  paramount  constitution  exists,  is  true. 
The  business  ol  several  departments  of  government 
could  not  otherwise  be  transacted.  But  it  must  be 
a continuing  non-user.  It  would  be  too  late  to  de- 
clare the  forfeiture  after  the  officer  had  taken  pos- 
session of  his  office,  and  was  ready  to  discharge  its 
duties.  The  forfeiture  is  a remedy  against  public 
inconvenience,  and  not  a punishment  upon  an  of- 
fender. But  in  constitutional  governments  no  such 
forfeiture  takes  place,  except  for  the  causes  and  in 
the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  constitution  itself. 

In  the  present  case,  the  majority  did  not  seem  lo 
consider  the  public  business  as  suffering  by  my  ab- 
sence, nor  claim  a right  --1 — 
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tion,  to  forfeit  my  seat;  else  they  would  have  de- 
clared it  vacant  before  the  adjournment,  and  given 
my  constituenis  a new  election  during  the  vacation, 
so  that  they  might  be  represented  in  the  present 
session.  No  intimation  of  a vacancy,  no  step  to 
supply  it,  was  taken,  until  I appeared  to  take  the 
oath  and  use  the  office.  The  house,  therefore,  seems 
rather  anxious  to  create  than  to  supply  a vacancy. 

I need  hardly  notice  the  allegation  of  the  mis-user 
or  an  office  which  I have  been  prevented  from 
using  at  all. 

The  right  to  exclude  a member  elect  for  speaking 
or  writing  contemptuously  of  the  house  or  its  pro- 
ceedings is  a novel  and  dangerous  position.  Until 
a member  elect  has  taken  the  requisite  oaths,  he  can 
no  more  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  the  house, 
nor  is  he  any  more  subject  to  its  jurisdiction,  than 
a private  citizen.  Individuals  may  be  punished  by 
the  house  for  corrupt  attempts  upon  its  integrity,  by 
attempting  to  bribe  its  members,  or  for  disturbing 
and  interrupting  its  proceedings,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  December  mob,  but  not  for  any  written  or  print- 
ed comments  on  its  proceedings,  however  severe. — 
The  sixth  section  of  the  ninth  article  (the  declara- 
tion of  rights)  of  the  constitution  declares  that  “//re 
printing  press  shall  be  free  to  every  person  who  under- 
takes to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature  or 
any  branch  of  government,  and  no  law  shall  ever  be 
made  to  restrain  the  right  thereof."  Any  thing  which 
1 may  have  published,  theretore,  is  not  subject  to 
your  supervision,  if  the  constitution  be  yet  consi- 
dered as  existing. 

If  I were  an  admitted  member,  and  should  de- 
mean myself  indecorously  and  disorderly  towards 
that  body,  the  house  has  the  power  of  expulsion. — 
And  if  calling  it  an  “illegally  organized  body — the 
offspring  of  a mob,”  as  vvas  contended  in  debate,  be 
sufficient  cause  for  expulsion,  I think  I may  safely 
promise  to  furnish  an  excuse  tor  that  act  soon  after 
my  admission.  I do  consider  the  “Hopkins  house” 
a “usurping”  body;  but,  like  all  other  usurpers  hav- 
ing possession  of  the  government,  de  facto,  its  acts 
will  be  binding,  for  good  or  evil,  on  the  state. — 
Hence  my  constituents  have  thought  proper  to  ask 
me  to  take  my  seat,  and  attempt  to  moderate  an  evil 
which  is  now  without  remedy. 

If  the  committee  should  occupy  the  ground  point- 
ed out  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  and  sit  in 
judgment  upon  the  decency  and  morality  of  my  con- 
duct, I must  still  further  object  to  the  tribunal.  I 
mean  no  disrespect  to  the  committee;  for  a majority 
of  them  I feel  a high  regard;  but  the  whole  question 
on  their  report  will  be  again  in  the  power  of  the 
majority  of  the  house,  and  I cannot  agree  to  admit 
the  intellectual,  moral,  or  habitual  competency  of 
Thos.  B.  McElwee,  his  compeers,  coadjutors  and 
followers,  to  decide  a question  of  decency  and  mo- 
rals. 

For  myself  personally  I feel  no  anxiety  for  the 
result  of  this  inquiry,  or  the  reasons  which  may  be 
given  for  it,  and  to  put  which  upon  the  journal  I 
presume  was  the  chief  object  of  this  proceeding. — 
My  only  anxiety  is  that  the  constitution  may  not 
be  further  violated,  and  that  the  people  may  yet 
have  some  ground  to  hope  that  liberty,  although 
deeply  wounded,  tnay  not  expire. 

I owe  my  acknowledgments  to  the  committee 
for  their  prompt  attention  to  this  business,  and 
trust  it  may  be  speedily  finished.  With  proper  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant, 

THADDEUS  STEVENS. 
Charles  IE.  Hegins,  esq.  chairman  committee,  fyc. 

THE  PROTEST 

Of  the  democratic  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, against  the  proceedings  of  the  ma- 
jority of  that  body  in  relation  to  Mr.  Stevens. 
The  undersigned,  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, present  the  following  reasons  for  their 
vote  on  the  resolution  that  the  admission  of  Thad- 
deus  Stevens  “be  postponed  for  the  present,  and 
that  a committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  investigate 
the  claims  of  the  said  Thaddens  Stevens  to  a seat 
in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  and  whether  he  has,  if 
duly  elected,  forfeited  his  seat  by  mal-conduct.” — 
And  the  undersigned  demand,  under  the  rules  of 
this  house,  that  these  reasons  be  placed  upon  the 
journal  thereof. 

The  third  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  con- 
stitution provides,  that  “no  person  shall  be  a re- 
presentative who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  have  been  a citizen  and  in- 
habitant of  the  stale  three  years  next  preceding  his 
election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of 
the  district  in  and  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen  a 
representative,  unless  he  shall  have  been  absent  on 
the  public  business  of  the  United  States  or  of  this 
state. 

It  is  not  disputed  by  the  majority  in  this  house, 
nor  by  any  member  of  it,  that  the  qualifications 


pointed  out  in  this  article,  or  either  of  them,  are 
possessed  by  Thaddeus  Stevens;  nor  is  it  pretended 
that  he  was  not  elected  a representative  of  the 
county  of  Adams,  and  that  the  certificate  of  his 
election  was  made  out,  and  returned  through  the 
secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  several  acts  relating  to  elections, 
now  in  force,  and  in  strict  conformity  with  the  es- 
tablished usages  of  this  house. 

We  contend  therefore,  1st.  That  in  the  absence 
of  a constitutional  disqualification,  the  speaker 
cannot  refuse  to  administer  the  oath  of  office  to  a 
member  elect,  when  he  appears  at  the  bar  to  be 
sworn;  nor  can  the  house,  without  an  illegal  as- 
sumption of  power,  exclude  such  member  elect 
from  a seat.  The  inquiry  contemplated  by  the 
resolution  above  referred  to,  cannot  therefore  be 
ordered,  because  the  house  has  no  power  to  punish 
a member  elect  for  mal-conduct  before  admission. 
It  matters  not  how  grave  may  be  the  charges 
brought  against  him — it  matters  not  how  gross  may 
be  his  inal-conduct  as  a private  individual — it  is  of 
no  consequence  that  he  may  have  spoken  or  writ- 
ten disrespectfully  of  the  house  or  of  its  members. 
The  constitution  nowhere  indicates  these  things 
as  operating  to  disqualify  a member  elect  from 
taking  his  seat  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  house 
has  no  legal  power  to  raise  a committee  to  try  an 
offender  whom  they  have  no  power  to  punish  if 
found  guilty  of  the  charges  preferred  against  him. 

We  contend,  2d.  That  the  principles  advocated 
in  this  house,  that  non  user  of  office  is  sufficient  to 
work  forfeiture,  is  false  and  untenable  in  law  as 
regards  an  elective  representative  office,  and  that 
no  precedent  can  be  found  even  among  the  parlia- 
mentary records  of  Great  Britain  for  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a doctrine,  though  in  that  country 
the  parliament  is  the  supreme  power,  and  there  is 
no  written  constitution  to  restrain  it,  unless  the 
magna  charla  and  the  bill  of  rights  may  be  con- 
sidered to  be  such.  It  is  true,  that  in  England 
there  are  offices  of  an  executive  character,  of 
which  non  user  may  cause  a forfeiture;  but  even 
there  the  forfeiture  must  be  declared  while  the 
non  user  continues,  and  before  the  claimant  shall 
appear  to  assume  the  duties  of  his  trust.  In  a re- 
publican government,  where  the  constitution  is  the 
supreme  law,  no  forfeiture  can  take  place,  except 
for  causes  indicated  by  the  constitution  itself. 

We  contend,  Sd.  That  this  house  has  no  power 
to  exclude  a member  elect  for  writing  or  speaking 
contemptuously  of  the  house,  its  proceedings,  or 
its  members — because  a member  elect,  being  un- 
qualified by  oath,  is  to  such  intents  and  purposes  a 
private  citizen;  and  the  seventh  section  of  the 
ninth  article  of  the  constitution,  which  declares 
that  “the  printing  press  shall  be  free  to  every  per- 
son who  undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of 
the  legislature,  or  any  bianch  of  government,  and 
no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain  the  right 
thereof,”  withdraws  the  citizen  from  any  jurisdic- 
tion which  the  legislature  may  seek  to  exercise 
for  the  use  of  this  privilege. 

We  contend,  4th.  That  no  vacancy  has  been 
created  in  the  representation  of  the  county  of 
Adams  by  death  or  resignation;  and  that  in  no 
other  conceivable  mode  could  the  seat  of  Thaddeus 
Stevens  have  been  vacated,  but  by  the  action  of 
the  house  or  by  law.  He  could  not  be  expelled, 
because  he  was  not  a qualified  member  of  the 
house,  and  the  house  had  no  power  of  expulsion 
from  a seat  he  did  not  hold. 

It  cannot  be  pretended  that  he  has  resigned,  for 
the  reason  that  he  could  not  resign  to  any  other 
than  the  presiding  officer  of  the  body  of  which  he 
was  a member  elect;  and  no  such  resignation  has 
been  made. 

The  people  of  Adams  county  who  elected  him  to 
a seat  in  this  house,  could  not  have  received  his 
resignation,  nor  could  they  have  proceeded  to  fill 
by  a new  election  the  place  so  resigned;  because 
such  an  election  would  not  be  valid  under  the  con- 
stitution, nor  could  the  house  have  recognised  its 
validity  by  receiving  the  returns. 

If  a vacancy  could  have  been  created  by  a reso- 
lution of  the  house,  or  by  law;  then,  if  such  reso- 
lution or  law  had  been  passed,  it  would  have  been 
the  duty  of  the  speaker,  in  accordance  with  the 
nineteenth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  10th  of 
February,  1799,  to  issue  his  writ  directed  to  the 
sheriff  of  Adams  county,  commanding  him,  on  a 
lay  therein  expressed,  to  hold  an  election  for  the 
supply  of  the  vacancy.  No  such  resolution  or  law 
has  been  passed,  and  therefore  the  right  of  Thad- 
deus Stevens  to  a seat  in  this  house  has  never  been 
impaired,  and  cannot  now  be  disputed. 

For  these  reasons  the  undersigned  do  solemnly 
PROTEST  against  the  action  of  the  majority  in 
refusing  to  admit  Thaddeus  Stevens,  a member 
elect  from  the  county  of  Adams,  to  his  seat  in  this 


house — believing  that  such  refusal  is  a direct  vio- 
lation of  the  law  and  the  constitution,  and  involves 
a principle  destructive  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people  of  this  commonwealth. 


Jos.  Coleman  Fisher, 
John  Sheriff, 

Jno.  K.  Zeilin, 
William  M.  Watts, 

A.  N.  Cassel, 

William  A.  Penniman, 

G.  R.  Smith, 

R.  M.  Barnard, 

Robert  Carothers, 

John  Morrison, 

H.  G.  Long, 

William  K.  Correy, 
John  McDowell, 

M.  Richardson, 

Henry  S.  Spackman, 

J.  M.  Hinchman, 

G.  Kintzle, 


Charles  Kettlewell, 
William  Morton, 
William  A.  Crabb, 
James  Sprotl, 

Martin  Kendig, 

Jonas  Keim, 

Beynard  Way, 
William  McClaran,  jr. 
J.  F.  Cox, 

William  Ramsey, 
Samuel  Hutchins, 
John  Funk, 

Christian  Ehrman, 
Jacob  Gratz, 

T.  S.  Cunningham, 
Francis  Beaty, 


Joseph  Konigmacher. 

I was  not  present,  but  concur  in  the  objections 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  house. 

Thomas  S.  Smith. 

I also  was  absent,  but  concur  in  the  above  objec- 
tions. B.  G.  Herr. 

1 also  was  absent,  but  concur  in  the  above. 

J.  Cunningham. 

Although  not  present  when  the  vote  was  taken 
on  the  resolution  referred  to,  I cheerfully  concur 
in  the  above  protest. 

Samuel  A.  Purviance. 


HON.  T.  IL  BENTON. 

From  the  Fulton  ( Mo.)  Jeffersonian. 

The  hon.  T.  H.  Benton  arrived  in  this  city  on 
Tuesday  evening;  his  room  is  at  the  Ciiy  Hotel, 
where  he  is  at  all  times  extremely  happy  to  see  and 
converse  with  his  friends.  As  at  St.  Louis,  and  as 
has  been  his  practice  for  many  years,  col.  B.  de- 
clines the  honor  from  his  friends  of  public  dinners. 
The  following  is  the  invitation  given  him  at  Ful- 
ton, and  his  letter  on  declining  the  same: 

Fulton,  Mo.  November  10,  1S38. 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benlon: 

Sir:  Your  democratic  fellow  citizens  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Callaway,  sensible  of  the  services  you  have 
rendered  the  cause  of  democratic  liberty,  and  de- 
sirous of  evincing  their  love  for  the  cause,  and 
their  attachment  to  their  benefactors,  have  appoint- 
ed the  undersigned  as  a committee  to  wait  upon 
you,  and  in  their  name  to  tender  to  you  a dinner,  to 
be  had  at  any  time  your  convenience  may  appoint. 
In  discharging  so  agreeable  a duty,  permit  us  to 
say  to  you,  that  should  your  engagements  allow, 
nothing  would  give  us  more  pleasure  than  the  honor 
of  participating  with  you  in  such  a dinner,  and 
mingling  in  the  social  eclat  of  the  festive  board. 

In  conclusion,  we  will  ju3t  add,  that  in  the  de- 
mocratic citizens  of  Callaway  you  may  always 
confidently  look  for  support  in  your  conflicts  with 
the  enemies  of  democratic  liberty.  That  although 
defeat  may  for  a time  check  her  advance,  yet, 
armed  with  the  sword  of  truth,  her  arms  will  tri- 
umph, and  the  cause  receive  from  the  democrats  of 
Callaway  an  efficient  and  powerful  support. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  with  sentiments  of  great  regard 
and  respect,  your  obedient  servants. 


Larkin  Craig 
David  Henderson, 
John  Jameson, 
Samuel  McConnell, 
Thomas  West, 
Robert  Glover, 
William  Smart, 

N.  D.  Bradley, 

Jno.  A.  Hanna, 


Charles  B.  Rogers, 
John  Weston,  ' 
William  Huston, 
John  Coates, 

Micajah  V.  Harrison, 
Ezra  B.  Sutton, 

John  Sampson, 
Robert  Reid, 

John  Moss. 


Fulton,  November  12,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  Want  of  time,  and  the  general 
rule  which  I have  followed  with  respect  to  public 
dinners,  will  prevent  me  from  having  the  pleasure 
of  accepting  the  invitation  with  which  I have  been 
honored  by  you  on  the  part  of  the  democratic  citi- 
zens of  Callaway  county.  I am  glad  to  see  my 
fellow  citizens  generally,  and  travel  slowly,  stop- 
ping at  intervals,  for  that  purpose.  I shall  remain 
in  this  place  until  Tuesday,  and  shall  be  happy  to 
exchange  salutations,  and  to  make  the  personal  ac- 
quaintance of  all  who  shall  give  me  an  opportunity 
of  doing  so.  For  your  kind  invitation  I am  duly 
thankful  and  grateful;  but  it  does  not  come  within 
my  general  rule  of  action  to  accept  any  public 
honor,  or  to  meet  my  fellow  citizens  in  any  formal 
or  public  way.  I wish  to  see  the  citizens  generally, 
without  form  or  ceremony,  and  at  any  hour  during 
my  stay  which  is  convenient  to  themselves;  and  I 
hope  in  this  manner  to  see  as  many,  and  to  meet 
them  as  commodiously  and  agreeably,  as  could  be 
done  in  a public  assemblage.  I had  the  honor  to 
explain  myself  on  this  point  to  the  members  of  the 
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committee  who  presented  the  invitation,  and  1 flat- 
ter myself  that  the  mode  of  intercourse  which  I 
propose  will  be  generally  understood  by  the  citi- 
zens, and  prove  acceptable  to  them. 

I have  great  pleasure,  in  travelling  through  the 
state,  in  witnessing  the  universal  prosperity  which 
pervades  the  land,  and  contrasting  it  with  the  pre- 
dictions ol  ruin  with  which  my  ears  have  been 
stunned  for  several  years  in  congress.  Our  crops 
of  every  kind  are  the  most  abundant  ever  known, 
and  that  is  a blessing  for  which  we  are  indebted  to 
a bountiful  Providence  and  to  the  industry  of  the 
agricultural  and  laboring  classes.  We  have  the 
best  prices  ever  known  for  produce,  property  and 
labor;  and  that  is  a blessing  for  which  we  are  in- 
debted to  the  overthrow  of  the  monopoly  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  the  increase  of  gold 
arid  silver  among  us,  and  to  the  general  policy  of 
the  administrations  of  gen.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  We  have  hard  money  for  every  body,  so 
that  every  citizen  that  pleases  can  get  '‘the  better 
currency ,”  the  same  as  an  “office  holder and  for 
this  we  are  indebted  to  the  firmness  of.  the  demo- 
cracy, which  would  not  yield  to  federal  fury,  and 
to  the  integrity  of  the  New  York  banks,  which 
would  neither  be  begged  nor  bullied  by  “cotton-bug- 
letters”  iuto  an  indefinite  prolongation  of  the  sus- 
pension. 

A few  years  ago,  and  especially  when  we  had  a 
national  bank  and  a federal  administration,  the 
price  of  produce,  labor  and  property  was  only 
about  the  one-third,  or  the  one-half  of  what  it  now 
is;  and  farming  was  then  considered  the  poorest 
business  which  could  be  followed,  and  New  Or- 
leans the  meanest  market  that  could  be  found.  Now 
all  this  is  reversed.  Prices  are  now  the  best  ever 
known;  farming  is  the  best  business  which  a man 
can  follow;  and  New  Orleans  is  among  the  best 
markets  in  the  union.  The  main  cause  of  all  this 
depression  formerly  was  in  the  conduct  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  in  collecting  and  carrying  off 
specie,  in  accumulating  bills  of  exchange  upon 
New  Orleans,  and  in  making  vast  loans  to  a few 
monopolizing  favorites  who  could  then  knock 
down  prices  as  low  as  they  pleased.  The  specie 
thus  collected  and  carried  from  the  south  and  west 
in  the  short  space  of  ten  years  previous  to  1832, 
amounted  to  above  forty- two  millions  of  dollars,  (a 
full  proportion  of  it  from  Missouri);  a drain  of  the 
precious  metals  sufficient  of  itself  to  destroy  all 
prices,  to  derange  all  dealings,  to  paralize  all  in- 
dustry, and  cripple  all  local  banks.  These  were 
the  causes  of  the  depression  some  years  ago.  The 
main  causes  of  our  present  prosperity  is  in  the 
increase  of  our  specie;  the  breaking  down  of  the 
monopoly  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  releasing  New  Orleans  from  the  dominion  of  her 
branch  at  that  place.  The  specie  in  the  union  has 
been  increased  in  six  years  from  twenty  millions  to 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars — an  increase  which 
is  of  itself  sufficient  to  raise  prices,  to  restore  deal- 
ings, to  invigorate  industry,  and  to  enable. all  sol- 
vent banks  to  pay  specie  for  their  notes. 

My  residence  in  St.  Louis,  where  there  was  a 
branch  of  the  United  States  bank,  and  my  travels 
in  other  parts,  and  especially  in  New  Orleans 
where  there  was  another,  enabled  me  to  observe 
the  workings  of  that  institution,  and  to  see  that  so 
far  as  business  was  concerned,  it  was  nothing  but 
a collector  and  exporter  of  specie,  and  a favorer 
of  monopolizers,  usurers  and  politicians;  and  that, 
so  far  as  politics  was  concerned,  it  was  nothing  but 
a federal  machine,  working  incessantly  to  elevate 
federalism  and  to  depress  democracy;  and  seeing 
all  this  I was  one  of  the  foremost  to  take  my  stand 
among  those  who  were  “uncompromisingly  oppos- 
ed to  the  renewal  of  its  charter. 

The  prosperity  which  now  gladdens  the  land, 
took  its  commencement,  and  has  been  in  a regular 
course  of  increase,  from  the  lime  that  we  first  broke 
the  power  of  the  bank  at  the  veto  session  of  1832, 
(with  the  exception  of  transient  interruptions  from 
the  panics),  and  it  will  be  permanent  if  the  bank 
and  its  confederates  will  let  it  alone.  But  they  will 
not  let  it  alone.  They  will  not  let  prosperity  con- 
tinue, because  that  prosperity  is  fatal  to  them.  The 
federal  party,  with  all  its  forty  names,  has  never 
been  able  to  live  upon  any  thing  but  public  distress; 
public  prosperity  kills  them,  and  this  they  know. 
Public  calamities  revive  them;  and,  therefore,  we 
see  the  same  insolent  exultation  in  all  their  leaders 
over  every  species  of  national  misfortune,  whether 
it  be  a British  victory  over  our  armies  in  time  of 
war,  or  a bank — made  distress  over  our  citizens  in 
time  of  peace.  A continuation  of  the  present  pros- 
perity will  expunge  the  party,  not  by  black  lines, 
but  by  a clean  and  total  rubbing  out.  New  distress 
is  indispensable  to  them. 

The  late  bank  suspension  (which  was  a contrived 
piece  of  business,  and  one  of  the  objects  of  the  dis- 
tribution law)  was  fully  counted  upon  to  restore 


the  federal  party  and  its  tutelary  deity — the  Bank 
of  the  United  States — to  full  power;  but  it  was  made 
at  the  wrong  time.  It  was  a master  stroke  but 
wrong  timed.  It  should  have  been  made  in  the 
fourth,  instead  of  the  first,  year  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
administration:  it  was  premature.  Its  authors  did 
their  best  to  make  it  last  until  the  next  presidential 
election;  but  the  democracy  and  the  New  York 
banks  forced  the  resumption,  and  now  there  is  no 
alternative  but  to  make  a new  suspension  for  the 
elections  of  1840.  It  is  a bad  chance,  but  it  is  the 
only  chance.  They  are  dead  without  it;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, all  the  preparations  are  now  in  full  pro- 
gress for  that  catastrophe.  The  preliminary  steps 
are  already  taken.  An  expansion  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency has  commenced,  to  be  followed  at  the  proper 
time  by  a sudden  contraction,  and  the  consequent 
stoppage  of  the  banks,  and  the  general  derangement 
of  the  business  of  (he  country. 

The  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
a few  years  ago,  in  answer  to  interrogatories  from 
a committee  of  the  senate,  declared  “ that  there 
were  but  few  state  banks  which  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales  could  not  destroy  by  an  exercise  of  its 
power,”  and  the  same  president  has  lately  declared 
that  his  bank  is  stronger  than  it  ever  was.  We 
know  it  is  more  wicked,  and  we  have  his  authority 
that  it  is  more  powerful:  and  upon  this  power  and 
this  wickedness  the  confederates  now  build  their 
designs.  Agencies  of  that  institution  are  estab- 
lished in  the  south  and  west  to  gather  up  specie 
and  ship  it  to  Philadelphia,  to  push  into  circulation 
millions  upon  millions  of  the  notes  of  that  bank, 
and  collect  bills  of  exchange  upon  New  York  and 
New  Orleans  to  exhaust  those  cities  of  their  specie 
when  the  crops  are  coming  in.  At  the  same  time, 
the  poiilical  party  identified  with  this  bank  are  cry- 
ing out  for  an  increase  of  banks  and  banking  capi- 
tal, and  for  increased  issues  of  small  notes  under 
twenty  dollars.  They  are  encouraging  the  intro- 
duction of  small  notes  and  post  notes  from  all  the 
neighboring  states,  and  they  are  doing  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  promote  the  paper,  and  to  dimi- 
nish the  gold  and  silver  circulation.  This  is  what 
is  going  on.  Philadelphia  is  the  source  from  which 
these  machinations  issue,  and  the  south  and  west 
are  the  devoted  theatres  of  operations.  Without 
referring  to  other  states,  I take  leave  to  point  your 
attention  to  our  own,  and  to  ask  you  to  observe  what 
is  now  passing  among  ourselves.  Agencies  are  es- 
tablished among  us  to  import  paper,  and  to  export 
specie;  there  are  houses  in  St.  Louis  which  should 
have  this  inscription  over  their  doors:  “Paper  mo- 

ney importing  and  hard  money  exporting  warehouses.” 
Your  own  bank  lives  the  life  of  a coon  treed  by  the 
hunter.  It  dare  not  put  out  notes  to  the  amount  of 
specie  for  fear  of  being  run  upon  and  blown  up,  no 
more  than  the  coon  would  dare  to  come  down  from 
the  tree  while  the  dogs  were  lying  in  wait  for  him 
at  its  root.  United  States  bank  notes  are  exchang- 
ed for  Missouri  notes,  the  specie  drawn  for  them 
and  shipped;  they  are  exchanged  for  specie  direct, 
and  the  specie  shipped;  they  are  exchanged  for  bills 
of  exchange  on  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  and 
these  bills  are  sent  to  those  cities  to  draw  specie 
from  them.  The  United  States  Hank  notes  thus 
received  are  themselves  remitted  to  the  east  as  east- 
ern funds,  and  thus  the  state  loses  both  the  specie 
which  it  had  and  the  notes  which  it  received  for 
them.  In  fact  the  notes  are  sent  out  to  capture 
specie,  and  to  return  with  it.  This  is  the  case  with 
the  eastern  notes  w hich  are  imported;  not  so  with 
western,  and  with  the  miserable  post  notes!  These 
are  retained  for  domestic  consumption,  arid  sent 
into  the  country,  and  perseveringly  pushed  into  the 
hands  of  the  farmers;  and  in  a little  time,  if  these 
operations  are  allowed  to  go  on,  there  will  be  no- 
thing but  this  trash  in  their  hands.  The  state  will 
then  be  ready  for  the  new  suspension,  the  new 
panic,  and  the  new  distress,  which  will  be 
charged,  of  course  to  any  thing  that  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren may  do  or  say,  no  matter  what,  about  that 
time. 

The  arrestation  of  these  measures  is  partly,  not 
wholly,  the  business  of  the  federal  government; 
and  that  government  is  endeavoring  to  do  its  part 
by  increasing  the  gold  and  silver  circulation,  re- 
straining the  small  note  circulation  under  twenty 
dollars,  divorcing  bank  and  state,  restoring  hard 
money  payments  at  the  federal  treasury,  preventing 
the  resuscitation  of  the  king  bank,  advocating  the 
responsibility  of  incorporated  stockholders,  pro- 
moting a general  reformation  of  the  banking  sys- 
tem, and  exposing  the  unsafe,  the  unsolid,  the  de- 
lusive and  fatal  practice  of  banking  upon  each 
other’s  paper.  Most  of  these  measures  of  preven- 
tion required  the  aid  of  the  state  legislatures,  and 
none  more  so  than  the  suppression  of  the  pestilen- 
tial issue  of  small  paper.  The  circulation  or  sup- 
pression of  this  kind  of  paper  has  now  become  one 
of  the  regular  points  of  controversy  between  the 


federal  and  democratic  parties;  and  the  doctrines 
of  the  democratic  party  may  be  seen  in  general 
Jackson’s  messages,  in  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  letter  to 
Sherrod  Williams,  and  in  the  present  practice  of 
the  general  government,  which  neither  receives  nor 
pays  out  any  note  below  twenty  dollars. 

The  democratic  administration  is  doing  its  part 
to  arrest  the  impending  mischief;  but  every  state 
can  do  much  for  itself,  and  Missouii,  especially, 
can  do  every  thing  for  herself.  She  is  large  enough, 
rich  enough  in  native  resources,  and  far  enough  re- 
moved from  the  sources  of  hostile  action  to  protect 
her  own  currency.  She  can  regulate  it  herself,  and 
make  it  what  she  pleases  within  the  limits  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  She  is  as  large 
as  England,  has  as  many  elements  of  inherent 
wealth,  is  not  yet  enslaved  by  the  paper  system, 
and  is  a thousand  miles  off  from  that  unchartered 
Bank  of  the  United  States  which  is  now  determin- 
ed to  go  on  as  a national  bank  without  a national 
charter,  to  intrude  her  branches  (agencies)  into  the 
states  in  defiance  of  their  laws,  and  to  harrass  and 
destroy  their  currency  until  they  give  up,  and  ad- 
mit that  they  cannot  prosper  without  a king  bank 
to  rule  over  them.  Missouri  is  able  to  protect  her- 
self from  these  machinations.  It  is  her  duty  to 
protect  herself.  Her  destiny  is  in  her  own  hands; 
and,  devoutly  is  it  to  be  wished,  that  she  may  act 
up  to  the  exigency  of  the  occasion,  and  apply  the 
remedies  which  the  public  good  require.  Respect- 
fully, gentlemen,  your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 
THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 
Messrs.  Larkin  Craig;  David  Henderson,  John 
Jameson,  and  others. 

NORTHEASTERN  BOUNDARY. 

MR.  BUCHANAN’S  REPORT. 

The  committee  on  foreign  relations,  to  which  was 
referred  the  “bill  to  provide  for  surveying  the 
northeastern  boundary  line  of  the  'United  States, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  three,”  have  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  and  now  report: 
That  the  first  section  of  this  bill  directs  “the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  the  adjacent  British 
provinces,  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix  river  di- 
rectly north  to  the  highlands  which  divide  the  waters 
that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  from  those  which 
fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  thence  along  said 
highlands  from  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia 
to  the  northwesternmost  head  of  Connecticut  river, 
as  particularly  defined  in  the  treaty  surveyed  and 
marked,  and  suitable  monuments  to  be  erected  there- 
on, at  such  points  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  and 
important.” 

The  second  section  provides  for  the  appointment 
of  a commissioner  and  surveyor  by  the  president,  by 
and  with  the  advice  arid  consent  of  the  senate,  “who 
may  employ  such  assistants,  under  the  direction  of 
the  president,  as  shall  be  necessary,  and  who  shall 
make  an  exact  return  of  their  proceedings  to  the 
president,  with  a correct  map  of  the  country  over 
which  said  line  passes,  exhibiting  the  prominent 
points  of  its  topography  and  the  location  ofthe  marks 
and  monuments  by  them  made  and  erected. 

The  third  and  last  section  merely  provides  for  the 
compensation  of  the  commissioner  and  surveyor. 

This  bill,  then,  proposes  that  congress  shall  cre- 
ate a commission,  independently  of  Great  Britain,  to 
run  and  mark  the  northeastern  boundary  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  conterminous  with  that  of  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Canada,  provinces  of  the  British  empire. 
It  asks  no  previous  consent  from  Great  Britain;  it 
! does  not  require  that  Great  Britain  should  become  a 
party  to  the  survey;  and  yet  that  country  has  a 
common  interest  with  the  United  States  in  the  cor- 
rect establishment  of  this  boundary,  according  to  the 
treaty.  It  would  be  premature  and  inexpedient, 
the  committee  believe,  to  resort  to  such  a course  of 
separate  action  towards  a neighboring  and  friendly 
power,  between  which  and  the  United  States  there 
is  a reciprocal  desire  to  maintain  the  most  friendly 
relations,  until  every  other  means  of  amicably  ad- 
justing the  dispute  shall  be  exhausted.  Before  the 
committee  could  recommend  the  adoption  of  such  a 
measure  to  the  senate,  they  ought  to  be  satisfied,  be- 
yond a reasonable  doubt,  first,  that  the  United  Slates 
have  a clear  title  to  the  disputed  territory  which 
would  be  embraced  within  their  limits  by  the  propos- 
ed survey;  and,  secondly,  that  no  other  and  more 
friendly  expedient  remains  untried  of  bringing  this 
long  pending  controversy  to  a conclusion. 

The  committee  will,  therefore,  proceed  to  consider 
the  question  under  this  twofold  aspect.  And,  first, 
in  regard  to  our  title. 

This  title  depends  altogether  upon  the  correct  con- 
struction of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  United  States  and  his  Britannic  majesty,  con- 
cluded at  Paris  on  the  third  day  of  September,  one 
| thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-three. 
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By  the  first  article  of  this  treaty,  “his  Britannic 
majesty  acknowledged  the  said  United  States,  viz: 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  Ne w Y ork, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Nor:h  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 

ia  to  be  free,  sovereign  and  independent  states;  that 

e treats  with  them  as  such;  and  for  himself,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  relinquishes  all  claims  to  the 
government,  property  and  territorial  rights  of  the 
same,  and  every  part  thereof.” 

The  United  States  had  declared  their  indepen- 
dence almost  seven  years  previous  to  the  date  of  the 
treaty.  They  had  maintained  this  declaration  be- 
fore the  world;  and  the  treaty  is  not  only  a solemn 
recognition  of  that  independence  by  Great  Britain, 
but  an  express  acknowledgment  that  she  treated  with 
them  as  free,  sovereign  and  independent  states.  We 
were  equals  treating  with  an  equal.  Great  Britain 
was  not  a superior  assigning  territory  to  an  inferior. 
No  superiority  was  claimed  on  the  one  side,  or 
would  have  been  acknowledged  on  the  other.  Great 
Britain  then  claimed  no  such  prerogative  as  she  now 
asserts,  of  assigning  an  appropriate  boundary  to  the 
United  Stales,  as  a new  power,  formerly  under  her 
dominion.  The  treaty  must,  therefore.be  construed 
as  a solemn  agreement  entered  into  by  one  sovereign 
and  independent  nation*with  another,  equally  sove- 
reign and  independent. 

It  was  not  necessary  expressly  to  have  prescribed 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  by  the  treaty.  At 
its  date,  the  boundaries  of  each  of  the  thirteen  states 
were  well  known.  The  first  article  acknowledged 
each  of  them  to  be  sovereign  and  independent,  and 
reiinguished  “all  claim  on  the  part  of  the  British 
king  to  the  government,  propriety  and  territorial 
rights  of  the  same,  and  every  part  thereof,”  and  this 
would  have  been  sufficient. 

The  commissioners  who  framed  the  treaty  were, 
however,  not  content  with  such  a general  recogni- 
tion. Its  second  article  proves  their  desire  to  pre- 
scribe the  limits  of  our  boundary  in  a manner  so  pre- 
cise and  specific,  as  forever  to  prevent  all  dispute? 
upon  the  subject.  This  second  article  is  as  follows: 

Art.  2.  "And  that  all  disputes  which  might  arise 
in  future,  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaries  of  the  said 
United  States,  may  be  prevented,  it  is  hereby  agreed 
and  declared,  that  the  following  are,  and  shall  be, 
their  boundaries,  viz:  from  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia,  viz:  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a 
line  drawn  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  St. 
Croix  river  to  the  highlands  which  divide  those  ri- 
vers that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
to  the  northwesternmost  head  of  Connecticut  river,” 
8cc.  It  is  unnecessary  here,  to  repeat  any  more  of 
the  treaty  description. 

In  every  delineation  of  territory,  the  all  important 
point  is  to  fix  the  place  of  beginning  with  the  great- 
est possible  precision  anil  certainty.  To  prevent 
all  dispute  thereafter,  this  was  done  by  the  commis- 
sioners. “The  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia”  was 
a well  known  point.  This  can  be  clearly  established 
by  the  most  authentic  official  documents,  which,  it 
will  conclusively  appear,  from  the  highest  intrinsic 
evidence,  were  before  the  commissioners  at  the  time 
they  formed  the  treaty.  It  is  true  that  this  point 
had  never  been  fixed  by  actual  survey,  nor  was  it 
marked  by'  the  erection  of  any  monument;  but  that 
it  could  be  found  upon  the  ground  at  the  intersection. 
This  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  was  no- 
torious, although  the  very  spot  had  not  been  Ascer- 
tained, was  fixed  upon  as  the  place  of  beginning  of 
our  batindary,  in  order  to  prevent  all  future  disputes; 
and  yet,  strange  as  it  may  appear  this  is  the  very 
point  now  contested  by  the  British  government. 
Whether  with  any  good  reason,  it  will  be  the  task  of 
the  committee  to  inquire. 

It  is  agreed  by  both  parties  that  the  map,  called 
Mitchell’s  map,  a copy  of  which  is  annexed  to  this 
report,  was  the  one  used  by  the  commissioners  at 
the  formation  of  the  treaty.  It  was  published  in 
1755,  and  bears  upon  its  face  an  official  stamp;  hav- 
ing been  undertaken  with  the  approbation  and  at  the 
request  of  the  lords  commissioners  for  trade  and 
plantations.  Whoever  may  inspect  this  map  will,  at 
once,  perceive  the  natural  formation  of  that  region. 
The  river  St.  Lawrence  runs  from  the  southwest 
towards  the  northeast;  whilst  numerous  tributaries 
rising  in  the  highlands  to  the  south  of  it,  and  passing 
north  through  its  valley,  empty  themselves  into  the 
main  stream.  These  tributaries  are  all  necessarily 
short;  because  the  highlands  from  which  they  flow 
run  at  no  great  distance  from  the  river,  and  in  pa- 
rallel direction  to  it,  throughout  its  whole  course. 
From  these  highlands,  on  the  south,  proceed  the 
head  wafers  of  the  Connecticut  and  Andoscoggin, 
the  Kennebec,  the  Penobscot,  the  St.  John,  and  the 
Ristigonche,  all  flowing  into  the  Atlantic,  ocean, 
through  different  bays.  And  here  it  may  be  observed, 
that  there  is  not  a single  stream,  which  arises  on  the 


south  side  of  these  highlands,  thoughout  this  whole 
region,  which  does  not  first  empty  itself  into  some 
Atlantic  bay;  not  one  of  them  flows  directly  into  the 
main  ocean.  Such  is  the  natural  formation!  High- 
lands running  in  a parallel  direction  with  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  dividing  the  streams  which  fall  into 
that  river  on  the  north,'  from  those  which  seek  the 
Atlantic  ocean  in  the  soulh.  In  1755,  when  Mitch- 
ell’s map  was  published,  the  British  possessions  in 
North  America  did  not  extend  north  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence.— At  that  period,  it  will  appear  from  the  map 
that  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  was  to  be 
found  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  at  the  point  intersected 
by  the  line  running  due  north  from  the  source  of  the 
St.  Croix.  This  north  line  is  distinctly  marked  upon 
the  map.  On  the  west  of  it,  the  words  “New  Eng- 
land” are  printed  in  large  letters,  and  on  the  east 
“Nova  Scotia.” 

If  this  map  were,  alone,  to  be  the  guide,  and  if  the 
place  of  beginning  of  our  boundary,  mentioned  in  the 
treaty,  had  been  simply  “the  northwest  angle  of  No- 
va Scotia,”  without  further  qualification,  the  state  of 
Maine  would  have  extended  to  the  St.  Lawrence. 
In  what  manner  was  this  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia  brought  as  far  south  as  the  highlands  separat- 
ing the  streams  which  flow  in  opposite  directions  to 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  to  the  Atlantic?  In  February, 
1763,  Great  Britain  acquired  Canada  from  France 
by  treaty.  Canada,  New  England  and  Nova  Scotia 
being  then  all  subject  to  the  British  crown,  the 
king  thought  proper,  in  creating  the  province  of 
Quebec,  to  extend  its  limits  south  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence, so  as  to  include  the  valley  of  that  river.  The 
reasons  were  obvious.  Quebec  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, was  situate  on  its  northern  shore.  It  was  one 
of  the  most  important  cities  in  North  America,  and 
the  trade  and  business  of  the  people  along  the  nu- 
merous streams  which  flowed  into  the  St.  Lawrence 
from  the  highlands  south  of  it,  would  naturally  centre 
there. — Beside,  it  was  obviously  convenient  that  the 
limits  of  the  different  provinces  should  be  regulated, 
as  far  as  practicable,  by  the  course  of  the  rivers;  and 
it  would  have  been  highly  inconvenient  that  the  val- 
ley south  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  within  the  sight  of  the 
capital  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  and  necessarily 
having  constant  intercourse  with  the  opposite  shore, 
should  continue  attached  to  remote  and  distant  go- 
vernments.— The  king,  therefore,  by  his  proclama- 
tion, dated  on  the  7th  of  October,  1763,  declared  that 
the  government  of  Quebec  should  be  bounded,  south 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  by  a line  crossing  that  river 
and  the  Lake  Champlain,  in  forty-five  degrees  of 
north  latitude  and  passing  “along  the  highlands 
which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into 
the  sea,  and  also  along  the  north  coast  of  the  bay  des 
Chaleurs  and  the  coast  of  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence, 
to  cape  Rosiers.”  Thus  the  province  of  Quebec 
was  extended  south,  so  as  to  include  the  vale  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  its  southern  line  was  fixed  along 
the  highlands  from  whence  its  tributaries  flowed. 
New  England  and  Nova  Srotia  were  deprived  of  this 
much  of  their  former  territory;  but  they  still  retained 
all  that  portion  of  it  watered  by  streams  whose  sour- 
ces were  on  the  south  side  of  these  highlands,  and 
which  emptied  themselves  into  the  sea.  This  was 
a natural  and  proper  division.  After  the  date  of 
this  proclamation,  where  was  “the  northwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia”  to  be  found? — Can  doubt  or  diffi- 
culty rest  upon  this  question?  We  must  look  for  it 
on  the  line  running  north  from  the  souice  of  th.e 
St.  Croix,  at  the  point  where  this  line  intersects  the 
southern  line  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  “running 
along  the  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that 
empty  themselves  into  the  said  river  St.  Lawrence, 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea.”  This  point  is, 
and  necessarily  must  be,  the  northwest  angle  of  No- 
va Scotia.  It  is.  demonstration  itself.  To  run  these 
two  well  described  lines  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 
is  to  ascertain  that  angle.  The  commissioners, 
therefore,  who  formed  the  treaty,  well  and  wisely 
placed  the  beginning  of  our  boundary  at  a point 
which  could  be  rendered  absolutely  certain,  by  mere- 
ly running  these  two  lines.  Those,  who  choose  to 
examine  Mitchell’s  map,  will  find  that  the  due  north 
line  marked  upon  it  from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix, 
crosses  the  southern  line  of  the  province  of  Quebec, 
in  these  dividing  highlands,  about  the  forty-eight  de- 
gree of  north  latitude. 

But  the  British  government  deemed  it  proper  to 
fix  the  boundaries  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  even 
with  more  solemnity  than  by  royal  proclamation. 
This  was  done  by  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  (he 
year  1774,  “for  making  more  effectual  provision  for 
the  government  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  in  North 
America.”  By  this  act,  the  separating  boundary 
between  that  province  on  the  north,  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia and  New  England  on  the  south,  was  still  more 
clearly  and  distinctly  defined  than  it  had  been  in  the 
proclamation. 

The  following  language  is  employed,  to  wit: 
“bounded  on  the  south  by  a line  from  the  bay  of 


Chaleurs,  along  the  highlands  which  divide  the  ri- 
vers that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea,  to  a point 
in  forty-five  degrees  of  northern  latitude  on  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  river  Connecticut.”  In  both 
the  proclamation  and  the  act  of  parliament,  the  di- 
viding highlands  are  described  in  the  very  same  lan- 
guage. “The  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers 
that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  sea.”  The  termini  of 
this  boundary  are  more  precisely  fixed  by  the  act  of 
parliament  than  by  the  proclamation.  This  act 
makes  the  southern  point  of  the  line  commence  on 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  Connecticut,  in  lati- 
tude forty-five,  and  terminate  at  the  bay  of  Chaleurs. 
Its  extremities  are  two  well  known  natural  objects. 
This  bay  is  in  latitude  about  forty-eight.  The  act 
of  parliament  seems  to  have  been  prepared  with 
great  deliberation.  It  was  intended  to  fix  the  boun- 
daries between  the  vast  provinces  of  the  same  em- 
pire; and  no  act  of  legislation  demands  greater  care 
and  attention.  The  bay  of  Chaleurs  on  the  north, 
in  latitude  forty-eight,  and  a point  on  the  Connecti- 
cut, in  latitude  forty-five  at  the  south,  were  to  be 
the  two  extremities;  and  the  intermediate  line  was 
to  pass  along  the  highlands  running  between  these 
two  points,  which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  them- 
selves into  the  St.  Lawrence  on  the  one  side,  from 
those  falling  into  the  sea  upon  the  other.  After  this 
act  of  parliament,  is  it  possible  to  conceive  of  a 
more  extraordinary  pretension,  than  it  would  have 
been  in  the  government  of  Quebec  to  have  claimed 
jurisdiction,  not  only  to  these  dividing  highlands, 
whence  streams  flow  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  but  a 
hundred  miles  south  and  east  of  them,  embracing  a 
region  of  country  watered  by  a large  river,  the  St. 
John,  and  its  numerous  tributaries  flowing  into  the 
sea?  Such  a claim  would  have  broken  down  the 
barriers  between  these  provinces,  erected  with  so 
much  care  by  the  act  of  parliament,  and  made  rivers 
running  north  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  mean  the  same 
thing  as  rivers  running  south  into  the  ocean.  And 
yet  the  present  attempt  of  the  British  government 
to  make  Mars  hill  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia, rests  upon  no  other  or  better  principle,  as  will 
be  shown  hereafter. 

The  commissions  of  the  different  governors  ol 
Quebec,  in  describing  the  boundaries  of  their  juris- 
diction, followed  the  language  of  the  proclamation 
of  1763,  until  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment in  1774.  The  first  commission  which  subse- 
quently issued  to  Guy  Carlton,  esq.  in  the  same 
year,  and  it  adopts  the  language  of  that  act.  The 
southern  limits  ofjiis  jurisdiction  are  described  in 
its  language  “to  be  a line  from  the  bay  of  Chaleurs, 
along  the  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that 
empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from 
those  which  fall  into  the  sea,  to  a point  in  forty-five 
degrees  of  northern  latitude,  on  the  eastern  bank  of 
the  river  Connecticut.”  Thus  this  province  had  for 
its  southern  boundary  highlands  dividing  streams 
running  in  opposite  directions  between  a bay  and  a 
fixed  point  on  a river.  Was  ever  boundary  better 
defined? 

It  would  be  a waste  of  time  to  recite  the  numer- 
ous commissions  which  have  issued  to  the  gover- 
nors of  Quebec,  of  Nova  Scotia,  and,  after  this  pro- 
vince was  divided,  in  1784,  of  New  Brunswick;  all 
speaking  the  same  language.  The  western  limit  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  afterwards  of  New  Brunswick,  is 
uniformly  described  to  run  from  that  point  where  a 
line  drawn  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  river 
St.  Croix,  would  intersect  the  southern  boundary  of 
Quebec,  and  from  thence  “to  the  northward  by  the 
said  boundary  as  far  as  the  western  extremity  of  the 
bay  des  Chaleurs.”  These  commissioners  place  the 
natural  construction  upon  one  expression,  which,  in 
the  act  of  parliament,  at  first  view,  might  appear 
vague.  In  it  the  bay  of  Chaleurs  is  mentioned  ge- 
nerally, without  a special  reference  to  any  particular 
part  of  it,  though  from  the  whole  context  the  evi- 
dent meaning  was,  the  western  extremity  of  that 
bay.  The  commissions  to  the  governors  of  Nova 
Seotia,  and  afterwards  New  Brunswick,  render  this 
certain,  by  specifying  “the  western  extremity  of  the 
bay  des  Chaleurs.” 

Enough  has  already  been  shown  to  fix  with  pre- 
cision what  was  the  acknowledged  southern  boun- 
dary of  the  province  of  Quebec  at  the  date  of  the 
treaty  in  1783,  and  what  it  has  remained  ever  since. 
It  was  then  clearly  known  to  have  been  a line  from 
the  western  extremity  of  the  bay  of  Chaleurs,  to  a 
point  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Connecticut,  in  la- 
titude forty-five,  and  running  along  the  highlands 
dividing  the  tributaries  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  from 
the  sources  of  streams  flowing  into  the  sea.  Where, 
then,  was  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  known 
to  be  at  the  date  of  the  treaty? 

Without  going  back  to  the  creation  of  this  pro- 
vince, in  1621,  by  James  the  .first,  which  the  com- 
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mittee  deem  unnecessary,  tho.ugh  it  would  add 
strength  to  the  argument,  they  will  content  them- 
selves with  a reference  to  the  first  commission 
which  was  issued  to  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
the  date  of  the  proclamation  of  1683.  Before  the 
proclamation,  this  province,  as  well  as  New  Eng- 
land, had  extended  north  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  Af- 
ter its  dale,  it  was  necessary  to  make  the  commis- 
sions of  the  governors  correspond  with  the  extension 
of  the  province  of  Quebec  south  of  that  river.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  royal  commission  to  Montague  Wil- 
mot,  esq.  bearing  date  on  the  21st  November,  1763, 
limits  and  restrains  the  province  of  Quebec,  thus: 
“To  the  northward  our  said  province  shall  be  bounded 
by  the  southern  boundary  of  our  province  of  Quebec  as 
far  as  the  western  extremity  of  the  bay  des  Chaleurs;” 
and  again,  to  the  westward  “it  shall  be  bounded  by 
a line  drawn  from  Cape  Sable,  across  the  entrance 
of  the  bay  of  Fundy,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St. 
Croix,  by  the  said  river  to  its  source,  and  by  a line 
drawn  due  north  from  thence  to  the  southern  bounda- 
ry of  our  colony  of  Quebec.’'  The  next  commission 
which  issued  to  lord  William  Campbell,  on  the  11th 
August,  1765,  changes  this  description  only  by  com- 
mencing with  the  western  instead  of  the  northern 
line,  thus:  “On  the  westward  by  a line  drawn  from 
Cape  Sable  across  the  entrance  of  the  bay  of  Fun- 
dy, to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  by  the  said 
river  to  its  source,  and  by  a line  drawn  due  north  from 
thence  to  the  southern  boundary  of  our  colony  of  Que- 
bec, to  the  northward  by  the  said  boundary  as  far  as 
the  western  extremity  of  the  bay  des  Chaleurs.” 
In  every  commission  which  has  issued  since  to  all 
the  governors  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  afterwards  of 
New  Brunswick,  the  same  identical  language  has 
been  used.  On  the  29th  day  of  July,  1782,  but 
four  months  previous  to  the  conclusion  of  the  pro- 
visional treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  the  com- 
mission granted  to  governor  Parr,  describes  the  li- 
mits of  Nova  Scotia  in  precisely  the  same  manner. 
And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the  St. 
Croix  has  siDce  been  ascertained  by  a joint  commis- 
sion of  the  two  governments,  and  a monument  has 
been  erected  at  its  source. 

Were  not,  then,  the  commissioners  who  framed 
the  treaty  fully  justified  in  the  conviction,  that  when 
they  established  the  point  of  beginning  of  the  boun- 
daries between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, at  “the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,”  they 
were  fixing  it  at  a point  long  known  and  well  es- 
tablished? To  render  assurance  doubly  certain, 
however,  they  describe  where  it  is,  in  the  very  lan- 
guage which  had  been  uniformly  used  by  the  “Bri- 
tish government  in  proclamation^,  in  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, and  in  numerous  commission^  to  the  gover- 
nors of  Quebec  and  Nova  Scotia,”  says  the  treaty, 
“is  that  angle  which  is  formed  by  a line  drawn  due 
north  from  the  source  of  St.  Cioix  river  to  the  high- 
lands.” To  what  highlands? — The  treaty  answers, 
“the  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers  that  empty 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  from  those 
which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.”  The  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  then,  is  to  be  found  in 
these  highlands,  at  the  point  where  the  dividing 
due  north  line  between  New  England  and  Nova 
Scotia,  which  commences  at  the  source  of  the  St. 
Croix,  meets  the  southern  boundary  of  the  province 
of  Quebec.  The  act  of  parliament  of  1774,  was 
doubtless  before  the  commissioners.  They  use  its 
very  language  in  the  treaty.  “Along  the  highlands 
which  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  from  those  which  fall  into 
the  sea.”  The  only  change  of  this  language  in  the 
treaty  is,  that  “the  Atlantic  ocean”  is  substituted 
for  “the  sea.”  Both  are  evidently  intended  to  con- 
vey the  same  meaning.  The  solicitude  of  the  com- 
missioners to  preserve  this  highland  boundary 
throughout  between  the  two  notions  is  manifest. — 
Under  the  act  of  parliament,  the  southern  extremity 
of  this  line  is  described  to  be  “a  point  in  forty-five 
degrees  of  northern  latitude,  on  the  eastern  bank  of 
the  river  Connecticut.”  In  the  treaty  it  is  “the 
northwesternmost  head  of  Connecticut  river.” — 
From  thence  the  treaty  line  runs  “down  along  the 
middle  of  that  river,  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north 
latitude.” 

Thus  the  British  government  surrendered  that 
small  portion  of  the  province  of  Quebec  between 
the  northwesternmost  head  of  Connecticut  river 
and  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  in  order 
to  have  a continuous  highland  boundary  from  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the  source  of  the 
northwesternmost  head  of  the  Connecticut.  To 
accomplish  this  object,  a part  of  what  had  been  ta- 
ken from  New  England,  when  the  province  of  Que- 
bec was  established,  in  1773,  has  been  restored  by 
the  treaty.  The  great  purpose  was,  that  the  en- 
tire line  should  consist  of  the  highlands,  “which, 
in  the  language  of  the  treaty  and  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment, divide  those  rivers  which  empty  themselves  | 


into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall 
into  the  sea”  or  “the  Atlantic  ocean.” 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  show  what 
was  the  construction  placed  upon  this  treaty  fifteen 
years  after  its  ratification,  by  solemn  official  decla- 
rations of  high  and  responsible  agents  of  the  British 
government. 

To  render  it  more  manifest  that  these  declara- 
tions are  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  present  claim 
of  Great  Britain,  it  will  be  necessary  to  show  pre- 
cisely the  extent  of  that  claim.  It  comprehends  all 
that  portion  of  the  state  of  Maine  which  lies  north 
of  the  red  line  marked  upon  the  map  No.  2,  annex- 
ed to  this  report,  and  embraces  about  one-third  of 
its  whole  territory.  This  red  line  leaves  the  due 
north  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix,  at  the 
distance  of  forty  miles  from  the  monument  there 
erected,  and  one  hundred  miles  south  of  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  marked  A;  and  thence 
passes  to  the  westward,  not  along  highlands  which 
divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  St. 
Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  but 
along  highlands  dividing  the  rivers  which  flow'  into 
the  St.  John  from  those  which  flow  into  the  Atlan- 
tic. These  highlands  are  far  south  of  the  St.  John; 
and  if  the  British  claim  could  be  established,  the 
whole  of  that  river  from  its  source  to  its  mouth, 
with  all  its  branches,  would  be  within  British  terri- 
tory. Now  if.  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  agents 
of  high  character,  acting  tinder  the  express  authority 
of  the  British  government,  several  years  after  the  date 
of  the  treaty,  have  expressly  admitted,  in  their  official 
arguments  and  correspondence,  that  this  north  line, 
from  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  not  only  crosses 
the  St.  John,  but  runs  as  far  north  as  the  streams 
emptying  into  the  bay  of  Chaleurs,  what  ought  to 
be  thought  of  this  recent  pretension? 

A short  time  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty 
a question  arose  between  the  two  governments 
what  river  w'as  intended  by  the  St.  Croix  of  the 
treaty.  In  order  to  determine  this  question,  com- 
missioners were  appointed  under  the  fifth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1794,  commonly  called  Jay’s  treaty. — 
Ward  Chipman,  esq.  the  agent  of  the  British  govern- 
ment contended  that  the  true  source  of  the  St.  Croix 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Scoudiac  lakes,  at  the  point 
marked  W.  on  the  second  map.  In  his  argument 
in  1797,  to  establish  this  position  and  to  defeat  the 
position  taken  by  the  United  States,  he  expressly 
admits  that  “this  north  line  [from  the  source  of  the 
St.  Crox  to  the  treaty  highlands]  must  of  necessity 
cross  the  river  St.  John.”  Admitting  this  fact,  his 
leading  purpose  seemed  to  have  been  to  remove 
this  line  as  far  west  as  he  could,  so  that  it  might 
cross  the  St.  John  at  as  great  a distance  from  its 
mouth  as  possible,  and  thus  embrace  as  much  of  its 
course  as  was  attainable  within  British  territory. — 
In  prosecuting  his  argument  he  says,  “but  if  a 
north  line  i3  traced  from  the  Cheputnatecook,  (as 
insisted  on  by  the  United  States),  it  will  not  only 
cross  the  river  St.  John  about  fifty  miles  from 
Fredericton,  the  metropolis  of  New  Brunswick; 
but  will  cut  off  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which  fall 
into  the  bay  of  Chaleurs,  if  not  of  many  others,  pro- 
bably the  Mirramichi  among  them,  which  fall  into 
the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.”  Thus  it  appears  that, 
in  1797,  the  British  government  had  never  thought 
of  contending  that  tile  highlands  of  the  treaty  were 
to  be  found  south  of  the  St.  John,  or  even  south  of 
the  sources  of  the  streams  which  empty  into  the 
bay  of  Chaleurs. 

Robert  Liston,  esq.  at  the  time  of  these  proceed- 
ings, was  his  Britannic  majesty’s  minister  to  the 
United  States.  He  was  consulted  by  Mr.  Chipman 
on  the  propriety  of  acceding  to  a proposition  made 
to  him  by  the  agent  of  the  United  States.  This 
proposition  need  not  be  stated.  Mr.  Liston  in  his 
reply,  dated  at  Providence,  on  the  23d  of  October 
1798,  advises  Mr.  Chipman  to  accede  to  the  propo- 
sition, because  “it  would  give  an  addition  of  terri- 
tory to  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  together 
with  a greater  extent  of  navigation  on  St.John’s 
river.”  The  British  government  now  claim  the 
whole  river  and  all  its  tributaries  from  its  source  to 
its  mouth. 

The  committee  might  here  enumerate,  if  they 
deemed  it  necessary,  the  numerous  maps  of  this 
region  which  were  published  in  England,  between 
the  proclamation  of  1763  and  the  treaty  of  1783, 
and  subsequently  until  after  the  treaty  of  Ghent  in 
1814,  embracing  a period  of  more  than  half  a cen- 
tury; in  all  of  which,  without  a single  exception 
kitbwn  to  the  committee,  the  western  line  of  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia,  afterwards  New  Bruns- 
wick, crosses  the  river  St.  John,  and  the  north- 
western angle  of  Nova  Scotia  is  placed  north  of 
that  river. 

Previous  to  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  the  British  go- 
vernment had  become  convinced  of  the  great  im- 
portance of  having  a direct  communication  within 


their  own  territory,  between  their  piovinces  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  and  the  city  of 
Quebec.  It  will  be  seen  from  an  inspection  of  the 
map  No.  2,  that  the  territory  in  the  state  of  Maine, 
now  in  dispute,  intercepts  this  communication. — 
It  was  one  object  of  the  British  commissioners  at 
Ghent  to  obtain  a cession  of  this  territory.  They 
did  indeed  make  a faint  and  feeble  suggestion  that 
our  title -was  doubtful;  but  this  was  not  seriously 
urged.  As  the  occasion  was  solemn,  and  the  ob- 
ject one  of  great  importance,  can  any  person  sup- 
pose that  if  they  had  even  entertained  doubts,  where 
“the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia”  was  to  be 
found,  they  would  not  then  have  earnestly  insisted 
on  the  pretension  which  they  now  so  seriously 
maintain?  From  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  1783, 
until  the  conferences  at  Ghent  in  1814,  during  a 
period  of  more  than  thirty  years,  our  title  was  un- 
questioned, as  it  still  remains  unquestionable. 

In  a protocol  of  August  8,  1814,  the  British  com- 
missioners stated  the  following  as  one  among  other 
subjects,  upon  which  it  appeared  to  them,  that  the 
discussions  between  themselves  and  the  American 
commissioners  would  he  likely  to  turn: — “A  re- 
vision of  the  boundary  line  between  the  British 
and  American  territories,  with  a view  to  prevent 
future  uncertainty  and  dispute.” 

In  a note  of  the  British  to  the  American  commis- 
sioners of  the  same  date,  they  specify  more  par- 
ticularly what  they  mean  by  the  general  proposi- 
tion; and  in  conclusion  state,  “If  this  C3n  be  adjust- 
ed, there  will  then  remain  for  discussion  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  northwestern  boundary  between 
Lake  Superior  and  the  Mississippi;  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  that  river;  and  such  a variation  of  the  line  of 
frontier  as  may  secure  a direct  communication  be- 
tween Quebec  and  Halifax.” 

It  will  be  perceived  that  they  do  not  propose  to 
ascertain  and  fix  a line  previously  agreed  upon 
by  the  treaty  of  1783,  but  to  vary  that  line  in  such 
a manner  as  to  secure  a direct  communication  be- 
tween Quebec  and  Halifax.  This  wa3  in  substance 
a proposition  to  obtain  a cession  of  territory  and 
was  so  considered  by  the  American  commissioners. 
Accordingly  on  the  25th  of  August,  1814,  they  re- 
plied “that  they  had  no  authority  to  cede  any  part  of 
the  United  States;  and  to  no  stipulation  to  that  ef- 
fect will  they  subscribe.” 

On  the  4th  September,  1814  the  British  commis- 
sioners observe  that  they  are  unable  to  reconcile 
this  declaration  with  the  statement  previously  made 
by  the  American  commissioners,  “that  they  were 
instructed  to  treat  for  the  revision  of  their  bounda- 
ry lines,”  “although  the  proposal  left  it  open  to 
them  [the  American  commissioners]  to  demand  an 
equivalent  for  such  cession  either  in  frontier  or 
otherwise.” 

They  then  proceed  to  insinuate  the  first  doubt  in 
regard  to  our  title,  in  the  following  language:  “The 
American  plenipotentiaries  must  be  aware  that  the 
boundary  of  the  district  of  Maine  has  never  been 
correctly  ascertained;  that  the  one  asserted  at  pre- 
sent by  the  American  government,  by  which  the  di- 
rect communication  between  Halifax  and  Quebec 
becomes  interrupted,  was  not  in  contemplation  of 
the  British  plenipotentiaries,  who  concluded  the 
treaty  of  1783;  and  that  the  greater  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory in  question  is  actually  unoccupied. 

The  undersigned  are  persuaded  that,  an  arrange- 
ment on  this  point  might  be  easily  made,  if  entered 
into  with  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  without  any 
prejudice  to  the  interests  of  the  district  in  question.” 

This  note  contains  the  first  intimation  ever  made 
by  Great  Britain  of  any  doubt  as  to  the  title  of  the 
United  States  to  the.  disputed  territory.  The  Bri- 
tish comissioners  first  endeavor  to  obtain  it  by  ces- 
sion, and  failing  in  this  attempt,  they  intimate  ra- 
ther than  assert  a claim  io  it. 

This  faint  pretension  w'as  promptly  repelled  by 
the  American  commissioners  in  their  note  of  Sep- 
tember 9,  1814;  and  it  is  due  to  them  that  the  com- 
mittee should  present  their  views  in  their  own 
language. 

“With  regard  to  the  cession  of  a part  of  the  district 
of  Maine,  as  to  which  the  British  plenipotentiaries 
are  unable  to  reconcile  the  objections  made  by  the 
undersigned  with  their  previous  declaration,  they 
have  the  honor  to  observe  that  at  the  conference  of 
the  Sth  ult.  the  British  plenipotentiaries  stated  as 
one  of  the  subjects  suitable  fo  rdiscussion,  a revi- 
sion of  the  boundary  line  between  the  British  and 
American  territories,  with  a view  to-  prevent  un- 
certainty and  dispute;  and  that  it  was  on  the  point 
thus  stated,  that  the  undersigned  declared  that  they 
were  provided  with  instructions  from  their  govern- 
ment; a declaration  which  did  not  imply  that  they 
were  instructed  to  make  any  cession  of  territory  in 
any  quarter,  or  to  agree  to  a revision  of  the  line,  or 
to  any  exchange  of  territory  where  no  uncertainty 
or  dispute  existed.  The  undersigned  perceive  no 
uncertainty  or  matter  of  doubt"  in  the  treaty  of 
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1783,  with  respect  to  that  part  of  the  boundary  of 
the  district  of  Maine  which  would  be  affected  by 
the  proposal  of  Great  Britain  on  that  subject.  They 
never  have  understood  that  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiaries, who  signed  that  treaty,  had  contemplated  a 
boundary  different  from  that  fixed  by  the  treaty,  and 
which  requires  nothing  more  in  order  to  be  definite- 
ly ascertained  than  to  be  surveyed  in  conformity 
with  its  provisions.  This  subject  not  having  been 
a matter  of  uncertainty  or  dispute,  the  undersigned 
are  not  instructed  upon  it,  and  they  can  have  no  au- 
thority to  cede  any  part  of  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts, even  for  what  the  British  government  might 
consider  a fair  equivalent.” 

Three  subsequent  notes,  one  from  the  British 
commissioners,  dated  19th  September,  1814,  an 
answer  from  the  American  commissioners  of  the 
26th  September,  and  a reply  from  the  British  com- 
missioners, dated  3th  October,  seem  to  have  con- 
tained all  the  subsequent  correspondence  on  this 
subject.  In  this  last  note,  they  declare  that  “the 
British  government  never  required  that  all  that 
portion  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  intervening  be- 
tween the  province  of  New  Brunswick  and  Que- 
bec, should  be  ceded  to  Great  Britain;  but  only  that 
small  portion  of  unsettled  country  which  interrupts 
the  communication  between  Quebec  and  Halifax, 
there  being  much  doubt  whether  it  does  not  already 
belong  to  Great  Brtain.”  Thus  it  appears  that  in 
1814  Great  Britain  would  gladly  have  accepted  a 
small  portion  of  the  disputed  territory,  by  cession, 
and  granted  an  equivalent  therefore,  either  in  fron- 
tier or  otherwise;  and  yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
her  claim  has  since  grown  to  such  a magnitude  that 
she  now  demands  the  whole  by  right,  under  the 
treaty  of  1763. 

Our  commissioners  at  Ghent  having  successfully 
resisted  every  attempt  for  the  dismemberment  of 
Maine,  agreed  upon  an  article  with  the  British 
commissioners,  not  to  revise  or  to  change  the  an- 
cient treaty  boundary,  but  to  run  and  establish  upon 
the  ground  that  very  boundary,  without  any  altera- 
tion,  and  to  ascertain  “the  northwest  angle  of  Nova 
Scotia,”  its  place  of  beginning.  This  article  is  the 
filth  in  the  treaty.  Under  it  each  party  appointed 
a commissioner.  Those  commissioners  disagreed. 
According  to  the  treaty  the  question  was  then  re- 
ferred to  the  king  of  the  Netherlands,  as  umpire, 
whose  award  was  rejected  by  the  United  States,  be- 
cause it  did  not  even  profess  to  decide  the  contro- 
versy recording  to  the  terms  of  the  submission,  but 
proposed  a compromise,  by  a division  of  the  disputed 
territory  between  the  parties.  Great  Britain  has 
also  since  announced  her  abandonment  of  this  award, 
and  now,  at  the  end  of  more  than  half  a century 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  ques- 
tion not  only  remains  unsettled,  but  threatens  to  in- 
volve the  two  nations  in  a dangerous  dispute . 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  slate  the 
principles  on  w'hich  Great  Britain  rests  her  claim 
to  the  disputed  territory,  and  to  give  them  such  an 
answer  as  in  their  judgment  they  merit.  She  con- 
tends, in  the  first  place,  that  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia,  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  is  to  be  found 
at  Mars  hill,  in  the  line  due  north  from  the  monu- 
ment at  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix,  and  forty  miles 
distant  from  it;  and  that  the  highlands  of  the  treaty 
are  those  running  to  the  westward  from  that  point 
and  dividing  the  sources  of  the  streams  flowing  north 
into  the  St.  John,  and  south  into  the  Penobscot.  A 
reference  to  map  No.  2 will  clearly  show  the  extent 
of  this  claim. 

Great  Britain  contends,  in  the  second  pijace,  that 
if  this  be  not  the  true  treaty  line,  it  is  impossible  to 
find  it;  that,  then,  the  description  of  (be  treaty  would 
become  void  for  uncertainty;  and  that  no  mode  re- 
mains of  terminating  the  controversy,  but  by  aban- 
doning the  treaty  altogether,  and  agreeing  upon  a 
conventional  line. 

The  committee  trust  that  a sufficient  answer  has 
already  been  given  to  this  last  proposition.  They 
have  endeavored,  and  they  believe  successfully,  to 
prove  that  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  was 
a well  known  point,  capable  of  being  easily  ascer- 
tained, ever  since  the  proclamation  of  1763,  by 
simply  running  a due  north  line  from  "the  source  of 
St.  Croix,  to  intersect  the  southern  line  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  which  consists  of  the  highlands 
running  from  the  western  extremity  of  the  hay  of 
Chaleur3  to  the  head  of  Connecticut  river,  and  di- 
viding those  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  from  those  which  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  It  is  certain  as  the  laws  of  nature, 
that  these  highlands,  from  which  we  know  that 
streams  do  flow  in  opposite  directions,  can  be  found 
on  the  face  of  the  country. 

In  support  of  the  first  propo-ition,  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  contends  that,  as  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States  runs  “by  a line  to  be 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix, 
from  its  month  in  the  buy  of  Fundy,  to  its  source;” 


and  as  the  St.  John,  though  nowhere  mentiond  in 
the  treaty,  has  its  mouth  also  in  the  buy  of  Fundy, 
that,  therefore,  the  St.  John  is  not  a river  which 
falls  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  according  to  the  de- 
scription of  the  treaty.  They  assert,  therefore, 
that,  in  looking  for  the  highlands  of  the  treaty,  you 
must  search  for  highlands  south  of  the  St.John. 
This  brings  them  far  south  to  Mars  hill;  and  from 
thence,  westwardly,  along  the  highlands,  marked 
in  map  No.  2,  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  state 
of  Maine,  where  they  first  reached  the  highlands 
which,  as  they  contend,  “divide  those  rivers  that 
empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  from 
those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.”  The 
whole  argument  of  the  British  government,  it  will 
be  perceived,  rests  upon  the  assumption  that  the 
St.  John  is  not  a river  falling  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  because  it  has  its  mouth  in  the  bay  of 
Fundy. 

Now  what  are  the  objections  to  this  extraordi- 
nary pretention,  as  the  committee  are  constrained 
to  call  it? 

And,  first,  what  is  the  bay  of  Fundy,  if  it  be,  not 
a part  of  the  Atlantic  ocean?  A bay  is  a mere 
opening  of  the  main  ocean  into  the  land — a mere 
interruption  of  the  uniformity  of  the  seacoast  by 
an  indentation  of  water.  These  portions  of  the 
ocean  have  received  the  name  of  bays,  solely  to 
distinguish  them  from  the  remainder  ot  the  vast 
deep,  to  which  they  belong.  Would  it  not  be  the 
merest  special  pleading  to  contend  that  the  bay  of 
Naples  was  not  a portion  of  the  Mediterranean,  or 
that  the  bay  of  Biscay  was  not  a part  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean? 

Again:  the  description  of  the  treaty  is,  “rivers 
which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.”  Can  it  be  said, 
with  any  propriety,  that  a river  does  not  fall  into 
the  Allantic,  because,  in  reaching  the  main  ocean, 
it  may  pass  through  a bay?  And  yet  this  is  the 
British  argument.  The  Delaware  does  not  fall  into 
the  Atlantic,  because  it  flows  into  it  through  the 
bay  of  Delaware;  and,  for  the  same  reason,  the  St. 
John  does  not  fall  into  the  Atlantic,  because  it  flows 
into  it  through  the  bay  of  Fundy.  The  committee 
know  not  how  to  give  a serious  answer  to  such  an 
argument.  The  bare  statement  of  it  is  its  best  re- 
futation. 

But,  like  all  such  arguments,  it  proves  too  much. 
If  it  be  correct,  this  portion  of  the  treaty  of  1783  is 
rendered  absurd  and  suicidal;  and  the  wise  and  dis- 
tinguished statesmen,  by  whom  it  was  framed,  must 
be  condemned  by  posterity,  for  affixing  their  names 
to  an  instrument,  in  this  particular,  at  least,  abso- 
lutely void.  Although  they  believed  they  would 
prevent  “all  disputes  which  might  arise,  in  fu- 
ture, on  the  subject  of  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
States,”  by  fixing  their  commencement  at  “the 
northwest  angle  ofNova  Scotia,”  and  running  from 
thence  along  “the  highlands  which  divide  those 
rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
ocean,”  yet  it  is  absolutely  certain,  that  there  was 
not  a single  river  in  that  whole  region  of  country 
whiclr,  according  to  the  British  construction,  did 
fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.  They  all  fail  into  bayb, 
without  one  expected.  Neither  can  we  plead  igno- 
rance as  an  excuse  for  these  commissioners;  because 
it  is  fully  in  proof,  that  they  had  Mitchell’s  map 
before  them,  from  which  the  fact  clear ly  appears. 
The  Ristigouche  does  not  fall  into  the  Atlantic,  be- 
cause it  has  its  mouth  in  the  bay  of  Chaleurs;  nor 
does  the  Penobscot,  because  its  mouth  is  in  the  bay 
of  Penobscot;  nor  to  the  Kennebeck  and  Andros- 
coggin, because,  after  their  junction,  they  fall  into 
the  bay  of  Sagadahock.  The  same  is  true,  even  of 
the  Connecticut,  because  it  empties  itself  into 
Long  Island  sound.  All  the  r/Vers  in  that  region 
are  in  the  same  condition  with  the  St.  John.  Thus 
it  appears,  if  the  British  argument  be  well  founded, 
that  the  commissioners  have  concluded  a treaty, 
and  described  highlands,  whence  streams  proceed 
falling  into  the  Atlantic,  as  a portion  of  the  boun- 
dary of  the  United  Sta’es,  when,  from  the  very  face 
of  the  map  before  them,  it  is  apparent  no  such 
streams  exist. 

There  is  another  objection  to  the  British  claim, 
which  is  conclusive.  Wherever  the  highlands  of 
the  treaty  exist, they  must  be  highlands  from  which 
on  the  north  side  streams  proceed  falling  into  the 
St.  Lawrence.  This  portion  of  the  description  is 
as  essential  as  that  from  their  south  side  streams 
should  issue  falling  into  the  Atlantic.  Now-  the 
British  claim  abandons  the  former  part  of  the  de- 
scription altogether.  Theirline  of  highlands  com- 
mencing at  Mars  hill  is  at  least  a hundred  miles 
south  of  the  highlands  whence  the  tributaries  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  flow.  Between  these  highlands  arid 
those  claimed  by  the  British  government  the  broad 
valley  of  the  St.  John  spreads  itself,  watered  by 
the  river  of  that  name,  and  the  streams  which 
empty  into  it  from  the  north  and  from  the  south. 


The  two  points  on  the  western  line  of  New  Bruns- 
wick are  distant  from  each  other  more  than  a hun- 
dred miles;  anil  when  you  arrive  at  the  British 
highlands,  you  find  that  they  divide  the  sources  of 
the  St.  John  and  the  Penobscot,  and  not  the  sources 
of  streams  falling  into  the  St.  Liwrence  and  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  according  to  the  description  of  the 
treaty. 

But,  even  suppose  it  were  possible  to  prove  that 
neither  the  St.  John  nor  any  other  river  in  that  re- 
gion falls  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  would  this  fact 
essentially  benefit  the  British  government?  If 
this  portion  of  the  description  should  entirely  fail, 
would  it  render  the  other  porlion  void?  Certainly 
not.  It  might  be  said  that  the  commissioners  were 
mistaken  as  to  where  the  streams  emptied  them- 
selves which  flowed  from  the  southern  side  of  the 
treaty  highland;  as  the  existence  of  these  high- 
lands, there  could  be  no  mistake.  They  are  the 
boundary;  and  the  streams  flowing  from  them  are 
mere  matters  of  description.  Can  they  be  suffi- 
ciently identified,  independently  of  this  mistake? 
If  they  can,  the  question  is  settled.  Now,  fortu- 
nately on  this  subject,  no  doubt  can  exist.  Two 
circumstances  concur  to  identify  them,  about  which 
it  is  not  possible  there  can  be  a mistake.  Accord- 
ing to  the  act  i f parliament  of  1774,  they  consti- 
tute the  southern  line  of  the  province  of  Quebec, 
between  the  western  extrerni  y of  the  bay  of  Cha- 
leurs, in  latitude  48,  and  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
Connecticut  river,  in  latitude  45;  and  it  is  equally 
certain  that  from  them,  all  along  in  regular  succes- 
sion, streams  proceed  falling  into  the  St.  Lawrence. 
A mistake  in  one  part  of  a description  of  boundary, 
has  never  been  held  to  vitiate  the  whole,  provided 
sufficient  remains  clearly  to  designate  the  intention 
of  the  parties. 

But  how  is  it  possible  ever  to  embrace  Mars  hill 
in  the  line  of  highlands  running  from  the  western 
extremity  of  the  bay  of  Chaleurs  and  forming  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  province  of  Quebec?  It 
is  clear  that  in  this,  and  in  this  alone,  the  north- 
western angle  of  Nova  Scotia  is  to  be  found.  Mars 
hill  is  one  hundred  miles  directly  south  of  this  line. 
You  cannot  by  any  possibility,  embrace  that  hill  in 
this  ransre;  unless  you  can  prove  that  a hill  in  lati- 
tude 46£  is  part  of  a ridge  directly  north  of  it  in 
latitude  43;.  and  this  notwithstanding  the  whole 
valley  of  the  St.  John,  from  its  southern  to  its 
northern  extremity,  intervenes  between  the  two. 
The  thing  is  impossible.  Mars  hill  can  never  be 
made,  by  any  human  ingenuity,  the  northwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia. 

Particular  emphasis  has  been  placed  by  the  Bri- 
tish government  on  the  word  “highlands,”  men- 
tioned in  the  treaty;  and  comparisons  have  been 
made  between  the  height  of  Mars  hill  and  that  of 
different  parts  of  the  highlands  which  divide  the 
streams  of  the  St.  Lawrence  from  those  of  the  At- 
lantic. Even  in  this  they  have  failed;  because  it 
has  been  shown  that  the  summits  of  the  more  elevat- 
ed portions  of  the  treaty  highlands  are  considerably 
abdve  that  of  Mars  hill,  the  highest  point  on  the 
ridge  claimed  by  Great  Britain.  The  committee, 
however,  deem  such  a question  to  be  wholly  im- 
material. When  highlands  are  spoken  of  as  divid- 
ing waters  flowing  in  different  directions,  the  mean- 
ing is  plain.  From  the  very  nature  of  things,  they 
must  exist  and  slope  olf  in  opposite  directions;  but 
whether  they  consist  of  table  land,  of  mountains, 
or  even  of  swamp,  still  if  there  be  a height  of  land) 
from  which  streams  flow  down  in  different  direc- 
tions, this  is  sufficient.  It  is  not  their  elevation, 
but  their  capacity  to  divide,  which  gives  them 
their  character. 

It  is  strange  that  the  mere  incidental  mention  of 
the  bay  of  Fundy  in  the  treaty,  though  not  at  all 
in  connexion  with  the  St.  John,  which  is  not  even 
named,  should  tiave  been  the  foundation  of  the 
whole  superstructure  of  the  British  argument.  The 
reason  why  it  was  mentioned  at  all,  is  obvious.  It 
w as  palpably  not  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a third 
class  of  rivers,  flowing  into  that  bay,  distinct  from 
those  flowing  into  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  At- 
lantic, as  tlie  British  government  contend;  but 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  specifying  with  greater 
precision,  the  commencement  of  the  eastern  boun- 
dary of  the  U.  States.  Several  rivers  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  country  had  borne  the  name  of  St.  Croix- 
from  the  fact  that  the  early  French  navigators,  ac- 
tuated by  motives  of  piety,  had  planted  a cross  at 

their  mouth  when  they  wore  first  discovered. 

Hence  it  was  necessary  in  specifying  the  beginning 
of  our  eastern  boundary,  to  state  that  it  was  in 
the  middle  of  that  St.  Croix,  which  had  its  mouth 
in  the  bay  of  Fundy.  Notwithstanding  this  de- 
scription it  has  been  seen,  that  which  was  the  true 
St.  Croix  became  a subject  of  dispute  between  the 
two  governments.  Still  both  paitie.s  were  prevent- 
ed from  claiming  that  any  river  w hich  did  not  flow 
into  that  bay  was  the  St.  Croix  of  the  treaty. 
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The  bay  of  Fundy  has  been  twice  mentioned  li) 
the  treaty.  After  starting  at  the  northwest  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia,  and  thence  sweeping  round  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States  to  this  bay,  it  was 
necessary  to  fix,  as  precisely  as  possible,  the  point 
at  which  our  eastern  boundary  commenced.  This 
was  essential  for  a double  purpose.  In  the  first 
place  it  was  the  extreme  northern  point  from  which 
a line  was  to  be  run  due  east  twenty  leagues  into 
the  ocean,  according  to  the  treaty;  within  which 
space  the  United  States  were  entitled  to  all  the 
islands  along  their  coast,  except  such  as  were 
within  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia;  and  in  the  second 
place,  it  wa3  the  point  from  which  our  eastern  line 
was  to  commence,  and  to  run  to  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Had  the  commissioners  omitted  to  fix  this  point 
with  as  great  precision  as  they  could,  they  would 
have  been  guilty  of  culpable  neglect.  Having  done 
so,  and  having  mentioned  the  bay  ot  Fundy  as  that 
part  of  the  ocean  in  which  the  St.  Croix  has  its 
mouth,  the  British  government  have  used  it,  not 
merely  as  it  was  intended,  to  mark  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  but  to  render  the 
whole  treaty,  so  far  as  the  northeastern  boundary 
is  concerned,  absurd,  uncertain  and  void.  Surely 
the  commissioners  never  could  have  foreseen  such 
a result.  The  language  of  this  portion  of  the  treaty 
is  as  follows: 

“East  by  a line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of 
the  river  St.  Croix,  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay  of 
Fundy  to  its  source,  and  from  its  source,  directly 
north  to  the  aforesaid  highlands,  which  divide  the 
rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  from  those 
which  fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  comprehend- 
ing all  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of 
the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between 
lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where 
the  aforesaid  boundaries  between  Nova  Scotia  on 
the  one  part,  and  East  Florida  on  the  other,  shall 
respectively  touch  the  bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlan- 
tic ocean;  excepting  such  islands  as  are  now  or 
heretofore  have  been  within  the  limits  or  said  pro- 
vince of  Nova  Scotia.” 

Upon  the  whole  the  committee  do  not  entertain 
a doubt  of  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  whole 
of  the  disputed  territory.  They  go  further  and 
state  that  if  the  general  government  be  not  both 
able  and  willing  to  protect  the  territory  of  each 
state  inviolate,  then  it  will  have  proved  itself  in- 
capable of  performing  one  of  its  first  and  highest 
duties.  They  feel  an  abiding  reliance,  however,  in 
the  inherent  sense  of  justice  of  the  British  govern- 
ment. As  soon  as  that  government  shall  become 
convinced  that  the  disputed  territory  belongs  to 
the  United  States,  which  they  persuade  themselves 
will  be  the  case  at  no  distant  day,  impelled  by  a 
desire  of  preserving  inviolate  the  faith  of  treaties, 
it  will  hasten  to  relinquish  its  pretensions.  In 
that  event,  the  committee  entertain  not  a doubt  but 
that  this  long  contested  and  dangerous  question 
may  be  settled  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  both 
governments. 

TERRITORY  OF  OREGON. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JAN.  4,  1S39. 

Mr.  Cushing,  from  the  committee  on  loreign 
affairs,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  to  which  were 
referred  a message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  a resolution  of  the  house,  in  relation  to 
territory  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  Rocky 
mountains,  report,  in  part: 

The  committee  have  examined  the  present  sub- 
ject with  the  deliberate  care  which  their  estimation 
of  its  importance  demands;  and  they  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  due  alike  to  the  interests  and  the  honor  of 
the  United  States  to  take  immediate  steps  to  assert 
and  secure  the  national  rights  in  this  matter. 

They  find  that  in  his  message  to  the  two  houses 
at  the  commencement  of  the  second  session  of  the 
eighteenth  congress  (December  7th,  1824).  the 
then  president  of  the  United  States  (Mr.  Monroe) 
recommended  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of 
congress  in  the  following  terms: 

“In  looking  to  the  interests  which  the  United 
States  have  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  on  the  west- 
ern coast  of  this  continent,  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing a military  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia river,  or  at  some  other  point  in  that  quarter 
within  our  acknowledged  limits,  is  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  congress.  Our  commerce  and 
fisheries  on  that  sea,  and  along  the  coast,  have  in- 
creased, and  are  increasing.  It  is  thought  that  a 
military  post,  to  which  our  ships  of  war  might  re- 
sort, would  afford  protection  to  every  interest,  and 
have  a tendency  to  conciliate  the  tribes  to  the 
northwest,  with  whom  our  trade  is  extensive.  It  is 
thought,  also,  that  by  the  establishment  of  such  a 
post,”the  intercourse  between  our  western  states 


and  territories,  and  the  Pacific,  and  odr  trade  with 
the  tribes  residing  in  the  interior,  on  each  side  of 
the  Rocky  mountains,  would  be  essentially  pro- 
moted. To  carry  this  object  into  effect,  the  appro- 
priation of  an  adequate  sum  to  authorise  the  em- 
ployment of  a frigate,  with  an  officer  of  the  corps 
of  engineers,  to  explore  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
river,  and  the  coast  contiguous  thereto,  to  enable 
the  executive  to  make  such  establishment  at  the 
most  suitable  point,  is  recommended  to  congress.” 

At  the  commencement  of  the  ensuing  congress, 
the  same  subject  was  referred  to  in  the  annual  mes- 
sage of  the  then  president  of  the  United  States, 
(Mr.  Adam3),  as  follows: 

“Our  coast,  along  many  degrees  of  latitude  upon 
the  shore  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  though  much  fre- 
quented by  our  spirited  commercial  navigators, 
have  been  barely  visited  by  our  public  ships.  The 
river  of  the  west,  first  fully  discovered  and  navi- 
gated by  a countryman  of  our  own,  still  bears  the 
name  of  the  ship  in  which  he  ascended  its  waters, 
and  claims  the  protection  of  our  armed  national 
flag  at  its  mouth.  With  the  establishment  of  a 
military  post  there,  or  at  some  other  point  of  that 
coast,  recommended  by  my  predecessor,  and  already 
matured  in  the  deliberations  of  the  last  congress,  I 
would  suggest  the  expediency  of  connecting  the 
equipment  of  a public  ship  for  the  exploration  of 
the  whole  northwest  coast  of  this  continent.” 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  all  the  in- 
ducements to  this  measure,  which  existed  at  that 
time,  continue  now  in  full  force,  and  have  acquired 
new  cogency  and  intensity  with  the  lapse  of  years; 
and  that  other  and  equally  strong  ones  have  since 
grown  up,  all  pointing  to  the  same  object;  and  they 
propose  to  exhibit  these  in  full  to  the  house,  in  obe- 
dience to  their  instructions,  which  enjoin  them  not 
only  to  inquire  into  the  general  question  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a post  on  the  river  Colum- 
bia, but  also  into  the  particular  elements  of  which 
the  general  question  is  composed.  In  the  discharge 
of  which  duty,  they  proceed  to  consider  in  the  pre- 
sent report, 

“The  extent  of  the  country  claimed  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  on  the 
northwest  coast  on  the  Pacific  ocean;  the  title  un- 
der which  it  is  claimed,  and  the  evidence  of  the 
correctness  of  that  title.” 

By  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States  concluded  at  Washington  the  22d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1819,  commonly  called  the  Florida  treaty,  it  is 
agreed  that  the  boundary  line  between  the  posses- 
sions of  the  two  nations  west  ol  the  Mississippi, 
after  reaching  the  river  Arkansas,  shall  be  “f'ollow- 
ing  the  course  of  the  southern  bank  of  the  Arkan- 
sas, to  its  source,  in  latitude  42  north;  and  thence, 
by  that  parallel  ot  latitude,  to  the  South  sea.”  And 
this  line  is  confirmed  by  compact  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Mexican  republic  as  the 
successor  of  Spain,  in  the  treaty  of  limits  concluded 
at  Mexico  on  the  12th  of  January,  1828.  In  vir- 
tue of  which  two  treaties,  the  southerly  extent  of 
the  country  in  question,  from  the  Rocky  mountains 
west  to  the  Pacific,  is  the  forty-second  parallel  of 
north  latitude. 

By  the  treaty  between  Russia  and  the  United 
States  concluded  at  St.  Petersburg  the  17th  of  April, 
1824,  it  is  agreed  that  there  shall  not  be  formed  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  any  establishment  upon  the 
northwest  coast  of  America,  nor  in  any  of  the 
islands  adjacent,  to  the  north  of  54  degrees  and  40 
minutes  of  north  latitude;  and,  in  like  manner, 
none  by  Russia  or  her  subjects,  south  of  the  same 
parallel  of  latitude. 

Saving  the  rights,  whatever  they  may  be,  of  the 
Indian  tribes  scattered  over  the  country,  there  is 
no  foreign  government,  except  Great  Britain,  which 
asserts  or  pretends  any  title  in  the  tract  of  country 
west  of  the  Rocky  mountains  on  the  Pacific,  adverse 
to  that  of  the  United  States. 

There  is  a convention  between  Russia  and  Great 
Britain,  concluded  at  St.  Petersburg  the  28th  of 
February,  1825,  by  which  Russia  engages  to  Great 
Britain,  as  she  had  already  done  to  the  United 
States,  to  make  no  settlement  on  the  northwest 
coast  south  of  the  latitude  of  50  degrees  40  mi- 
nutes north.  This  treaty  could  not,  of  course,  pre- 
judice the  rights  of  the  United  States,  any  more 
than  the  preceding  one  the  rights  of  Great  Britain. 

The  United  States  and  Great  Britain  have,  bv  a 
convention  concluded  at  London  on  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1818,  mutually  agreed  that  the  49th  parallel 
of  north  latitude  shall  be  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  their  respective  territories  west  of  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  thence  to  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains. Efforts  have  been  made  to  adjust  their  con- 
flicting pretensions  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains; 
but  thus  far  without  definite  results.  Great  Britain 
without  undertaking  to  set  up  any  claim  to  exclu- 
sive rights  in  that  direction,  or  pretending  to  pos- 


sess any  exclusive  jurisdiction  or  sovereignty 
therein,  denies  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to 
any  such  sovereign  jurisdiction.  Or,  in  fairness  to 
her  own  pretensions,  to  state  them  in  the  words  of 
her  own  ministers,  they  are: 

“Great  Britain  claims  no  exclusive  sovereignly  over 
any  portion  of  that  territory.  Her  present  claim, 
notin  respect  to  any  part,  but  to  the  whole,  is  li- 
mited to  right  of  joint  occupancy,  in  common  with 
other  states,  leaving  the  right  of  exclusive  domi- 
nion in  abeyance.  In  other  words,  the  pretensions 
of  the  United  States  tend  to  the  ejection  of  all 
other  nations,  and,  among  the  rest,  of  Great  Britain, 
from  all  right  of  settlement  in  the  district  claimed 
by  the  United  States.” — (Protocol,  Dec.  16, 1826). 

Meanwhile,  the  actual  relations  of  the  two  go- 
vernments, in  regard  to  this  territory,  are  defined 
by  the  third  article  of  the  before  mentioned  con- 
vention of  the  20th  of  October,  1318,  as  follows: 

“Art.  3.  It  is  agreed  that  any  country  that  may 
be  claimed  by  either  party  on  the  northwest  coast 
of  America,  westward  of  the  Stony  mountains, 
shall,  together  with  its  harbors,  bays  and  creeks, 
and  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within  the  same,  be 
free  and  open,  for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the 
date  of  the  signature  of  the  present  convention,  to 
the  vessels,  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two  pow- 
ers: it  being  well  understood  that  this  agreement 
is  not  to  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  any  claim 
which  either  of  the  two  high  contracting  parties 
may  have  to  any  part  of  the  said  country,  nor  shall 
it  be  taken  to  afFect  the  claims  of  any  other  power 
or  state  to  any  part  of  the  said  country;  the  only 
object  of  the  high  contracting  parties  in  that  re- 
spect being  to  prevent  disputes  and  differences 
amongst  themselves.” 

And  the  same  rights  are  further  defined,  by  a 
convention  concluded  at  London  the  6th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1827,  as  follows: 

“Art.  I.  All  the  provisions  of  the  third  article  of 
the  convention  concluded  between  the  U.  States  of 
America  and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  'United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  the  20th 
October,  1818,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  fur- 
fhei  indefinitely  extended  and  continued  in  force,  in 
the  same  manner  as  it  all  the  provisions  of  the  said 
article  were  herein  specifically  recited. 

“Art.  2.  It  shall  be  competent,  however,  to  either 
of  the  contracting  parties,  in  case  either  should 
think  fit,  at  any  time  after  the  20th  of  October, 
1828,  on  giving  due  notice  of  twelve  months  to  the 
other  contracting  party,  to  annul  and  abrogate  this 
convention;  and  it  shall,  in  such  case,  be  accord- 
ingly entirely  annulled  and  abrogated,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  said  term  of  notice. 

“Art.  3.  Nothing  contained  in  this  convention, 
or  in  the  third  article  of  the  convention  of  the  20th 
of  October,  1818,  hereby  continued  in  force,  shall 
be  construed  to  impair,  or  in  any  manner  afFect,  the 
claims  which  either  of  the  contracting  parties  may 
have  to  any  part  of  the  country  westward  of  the 
Stony  or  Rocky  mountains.” 

At  the  date  of  the  message  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, April  30, 1838,  no  recent  communication  on 
this  subject  had  passed  betweeTi  the  two  govern- 
ments, nor  is  it  known  to  the  committee  that  any 
has  passed  since;  and  it  is  to  be  taken  for  granted, 
therefore,  that  neitheir  government  has  given  the 
notice  provided  by  the  convention  of  1827,  and 
that  their  relations  in  this  matter  remain  unchang- 
ed; by  means  of  which,  of  course,  the  respective 
rights  of  the  parties  are  to  be  collected  from  cir- 
cumstances and  considerations  existing  anterior  to 
the  6th  of  September,  1827,  the  date  of  the  last 
convention  on  the  subject.  To  which,  however,  is 
to  be  added  the  fact  that,  in  1826,  the  United  States, 
“animated  by  a spirit  of  concession  and  compro- 
mise,” which  met  with  no  correspondence  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  offered  to  continue  the  line 
of  49  degrees  from  the  eastern  side  of  the  Stony 
mountains,  where  it  now  terminates,  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  as  the  permanent  boundary  between  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  two  powers  in  that  quarter. 

The  United  States,  then,  claim  title  to  the  ex- 
clusive dominion,  a3  against  any'  foreign  power,  of 
the  country  extending  east  and  west  from  the 
Rocky  mountains  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  north 
and  south  from  the  limits  of  the  Mexican  republic 
in  latitude  42  north  of  those  of  Russia  in  latitude 
54  degress  40  minutes  north,  with  an  offer  to  relin- 
quish to  Great  Britain  all  north  of  latitude  49. 
They  claim  this  on  three  grounds:  1.  In  theirown 

right;  2,  as  the  successor  of  France;  and  3,  of 
Spain. 

As  preliminary  to  the  discussion  of  the  contested 
points  of  the  case,  and  needful  to  the  full  under- 
standing of  its  merits,  the  committee  premise  a 
brief  account  of  the  voyages  of  discovery,  enter- 
prises and  settlements,  of  the  powers  in  question, 
on  the  northwest  coast  and  interior  of  the  conti- 
nent, so  far  as  they  bear  upon  the  present  contro- 
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versy;  referring  to  the  documents  appended  to  this 
report  fora  full  and  detailed  account  of  the  history 
of  the  northwestern  discovery. 

Spain,  having  established  her  power  in  Mexico, 
was  impelled,  by  the  same  causes  which  led  to  the 
original  conquest,  to  seek  its  extension.  She  was 
impelled  to  undertake  expeditions  by  sea  and  land 
to  the  northwest  by  another  inducement,  namely, 
the  hope  of  discovering  a direct  northerly  passage 
by  sea  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ocean;  which 
anticipated  passage  used  to  be  projected  in  the  old 
maps  ol  the  seventeenth  century  by  the  name  of 
the  Straits  of  Anian. 

Hernan  Cortes  himself  set  the  example  of  these 
enterprises,  by  undertaking  several  of  them  at  his 
own  charge,  and  conducting  one  of  them  in  person, 
exploring  the  gulf  of  California,  and  thus  leading 
the  way  to  the  settlement  of  that  country,  and  to 
the  subsequent  voyages  of  the  Spaniards  andothers^ 
along  the  northwestern  coast  of  America.  Prior  to 
the  visit  of  any  other  European  power,  the  Spa- 
diards  had  prosecuted  their  discoveries  to  cape  Men- 
dociu  and  cape  Blanco,  in  voyages  of  unquestiona- 
ble authenticity.  Complete  and  authentic  evidence, 
also,  exists,  that  Don  Esteban  Martinez,  in  1774, 
made  the  first  discovery  of  the  sound  of  Nootka; 
that  in  1775  Don  Bruno  Heceta,  Don  Juan  de 
Ayala,  and  Don  Juan  de  la  Bodega  y Quadra,  were 
the  first  to  discover  the  bay  of  the  river  Columbia, 
which  they  called  Entrada  de  Heceta. 

Though  there  is  not  the  same  authentic  evidence 
of  some  other  voyages  of  ancient  date  in  that  quar- 
ter ascribed  to  Spanish  navigators,  yet  it  is  at  pre- 
sent generally  admitted  that  in  1599  Juan  de  Fuca 
discovered  and  explored  the  strait  which  now  uni- 
versally bears  his  name. 

The  river  Columbia  itself  was  first  entered  and 
explored  by  captain  Robert  Gray,  of  Boston,  in  the 
year  1792,  in  the  ship  Columbia,  whose  name,  ap- 
plied to  the  river,  also  perpetuates  the  memory  of 
the  original  discovery. 

The  first  European  establishment,  founded  on 
any  part  of  the  northwest  coast  from  California  to 
the  49th  degree  of  north  latitude,  was  made  by 
Fidalgo  in  1799  on  the  main  land  at  the  entrance  of 
the  strait  of  Juan  de  Fuca. 

Leaving  the  Pacific,  we  find  that  three  only  of 
the  great  European  powers  acquired  a permanent 
foothold  in  North  America  from  the  side  of  the 
Atlantic. 

Spain  secured  to  herself  the  countries  of  Mexico, 
extending  from  the  gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Pacific, 
and  so  indefinitely  tckthe  northwest;  and  also  the 
country  of  Florida,  limited  to  the  northeastern 
shore  of  the  gulf. 

France  obtained  the  valley  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
on  the  one  hand,  and  that  of  the  Mississippi  on  the 
other,  the  whole  connected  together  by  the  great 
lakes,  and  constituting  a noble  and  unique  territo- 
ry, stretching  from  the  northeast  to  the  southwest, 
in  the  rear  of  the  English  settlements  on  the  At- 
lantic, restricted  by  them  on  the  east,  but  extend- 
ing westward  indefinitely  towards  the  Pacific  and 
the  possessions  of  Spain. 

England  got  possession  of  the  region  of  country 
on  the  Atlantic;  extending  from  the  neighborhood 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  on  the  northeast  to  Florida  on 
the  south,  and  westward  indefinitely,  in  conflict 
with  the  claims  of  France  in  that  direction.  En- 
land  also  established  herself  iri  the  waters  of  Hud- 
son’s bay,  with  a claim  extending  into  the  interior 
indefinitely,  in  conflict  with  the  claims  of  France 
along  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  great  lakes. 

Whatever  rights,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  were 
held  by  Spain  in  the  northwest,  have,  as  already 
stated,  been  expressly  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  Spain  and  by  the  Mexican  republic. 

Whatever  rights  Great  Britain  had  in  virtue  of 
her  possessions  between  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Flori- 
da, she  recognised  as  vested  in  the  United  Slates  by 
the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  the  3d  September, 
1783,  commonly  called  the  treaty  of  peace;  ac- 
knowledged the  said  states  to  be  free,  sovereign  and 
independent;  and  relinquishing  all  claims  to  the 
government,  propriety  and  territorial  rights  of  Ike 
same  and  every  part  thereof. 

Whatever  rights  France  had,  subsequently  to  the 
conquest  by  Gagat  Britain,  and  now  the  United 
Slates,  {(orwe  performed  a large  part  of  that  work), 
of  that  part  of  her  possessions  lying  on  the  St. 
Lawience,  she  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
treaty  concluded  at  Paris  the  30th  of  April  1S03, 
commonly  called  the  Lousiana  treaty. 

At  the  date  of  the  Florida  treaty,  therefore,  in 
1819,  there  remained  to  Great  Britain  of  her  ancient 
territory  in  North  America,  only  the  countries  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  of  Hudson’s  bay;  all  the  resi- 
due of  the  continent,  eastward  of  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains and  south  and  west  to  the  confines  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  having  become  undeniably  vest- 
ed in  the  United  States. 


This  result  was  reached  by  various  treaties  and 
conventions  between  Spain,  France,  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  the  combinations  of  which 
treaties  restricted  or  extended  in  one  way  or  another 
by  express  compacts,  the  respective  territories  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States;  which  com- 
pacts therefore,  and  the  acts  consequent  on  them, 
constitute  the  next  stage  in  the  history  of  the  title 
of  the  United  States  to  the  territory  of  Oregon. 

By  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
concluded  at  Utrecht  the  17th  of  April,  1713,  article 
iii,  “Hudson’s  Bay,  together  with  all  lands,  & c. 
which  belong  thereunto,”  was  restored  to  Great 
Britain;  and  the  article  proceeds:' 

“It  is  agreeil  on  both  sides  to  determine  within  a 
year,  by  commissioners  to  be  forthwith  named  by 
each  party,  the  limits  which  are  to  be  fixed  between 
the  said  bay  of  Hudson  and  the  places  apper- 
taining to  the  French  * * * * the  same  commis- 
sioners shall  also  have  orders  to  describe  and  set- 
tle in  like  manner  the  boundaries  between  the  other 
British  and  French  colonies  in  those  posts. 

[ Jenkinson's  Treaties,  vol.  iii. 

And  the  commissioners  appointed  under  this  ar-. 
tide  adopted  the  49th  parallel  of  latitude  as  the  line 
of  demarcation  between  the  possessions  of  England 
and  France  in  that  quarter  and  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi; in  pursuance  of  which,  the  same  limit  was 
ratified  and  confirmed  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  as  the  successor  of  France,  by 
the  second  article  of  the  convention  of  the  20th 
October,  1818,  so  far  west  as  to  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains. 

By  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain,  France 
and  Spain,  concluded  at  Paris  the  lOtli  of  Februa- 
ry, 1763,  the  former  was  confirmed  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  conquered  provinces  of  France  on 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  relin- 
quished irrevocably  all  claims  to  territory  beyond 
the  Mississippi  in  the  seventh  article  as  follows: 

“The  confines  between  the  British  and  French 
possessions  in  North  America  shall  be  fixed  irrevo- 
cably (scront  irrevocablement  fixes)  by  a line 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi  from  its 
source  to  the  river  Iberville;  and  from  thence,  by 
the  middle  of  the  river  Iberville  and  the  lakes  Mau- 
repas  and  Ponchartrain,  to  the  sea;”  that  is  to  the 
gulf  of  Mexico. 

[ Calmer’s,  vol.  ii.;  Martens,  Recuiel,  vol.  i. 

The  Louisiana  treaty  cedes  to  the  United  States 
the  colony  or  province  of  Louisiana  with  the  same 
extent  it  had  in  the  hands  of  Spain  in  1800,  and 
that  it  had  when  previously  possessed  by  France, 
with  all  its  rights  and  appurtenances. 

This  description  is,  to  be  sure  sufficiently  loose. 
But  Napoleon,  having  made  the  cession  at  the  mo- 
ment of  going  to  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  hav- 
ing made  it  to  prevent  the  country  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  latter,  and  having  ceded  it  to  the 
United  iStates  out  of  friendly  feelings  towards  us, 
and  in  order  to  augment  our  power  as  against  that 
of  Britain;  being  actuated  by  these  motives,  he,  of 
course,  chose  to  execute  a quit-claim  rather  than  a 
warranty  of  boundaries;  and  the  United  States 
placed  in  the  position  of  acquiring,  at  a cheap  price 
a territory  of  a value  altogether  inestimable  to  her, 
(for  Louisiana  would  have  been  well  purchased  at 
a cost  of  twenty  times  sixty  millions  of  francs), 
had  no  disposition  to  be  hypercritical  on  this  point, 
and  thus  hazard  the  loss  of  such  a favorable  con- 
tingency. ( Barbe  Marhois,  Hist.  fyc.  de  la  Louisi- 
ana ) . And  though  much  controversy  sprang  up  in 
regard  to  the  southwestern  or  southeastern  limits 
of  Louisiana,  yet  all  this  resolved  itself  at  length 
into  a question  with  Spain,  as  did  also  the  doubts 
as  the  western  limits  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Jeiferson  at  any  rate,  took  enlarged  views  of 
the  rights  of  the  United  States  in  this  respect,  and 
in  his  message  to  congress  of  the  18th  of  January, 
1803,  recommended  the  exploration  of  the  north- 
western parts  of  the  country,  not  on  the  Missouri 
merely,  but  “even  to  the  western  ocean,”  putting 
the  expediency  as  well  as  constitutionality  of  the 
exploration  expressly  on  the  ground  of  its  being 
territory  claimed  by  the  United  State»;  and  the  fruit 
of  this  recommendation  was  the  celebrated  expedi- 
tion of  Lewis  and  Clark. 

Prior  to  that  time  little  was  known  of  the  vast  re- 
gion watered  by  the  Missouri  and  the  Columbia, 
and  of  the  intervening  Rocky  mountains,  now  so 
familiar  to  the  hardy  hunters  of  the  west.  Of  the 
latter  river,  the  earliest  mention  known  to  the  com- 
mittee is  by  Jonathan  Carver,  a citizen  of  the  then 
colony  of  Connecticut,  who  travelled  among  the 
Indians  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  in  1763,  and 
who  in  his  book  speaks  of  the  “Oregon,  or  river  of 
the  west,”  and  of  “river  Oregon,  or  river  of  the 
west,  that  falls  into  the  Pacific  ocean  at  the 
straits  of  Anian  ” It  is  probable  that  Carver  de- 
rived his  idea  of  the  existence  of  this  river  from 
the  wandering  Indians  among  whoai  he  lived,  and 


who  had  either  crossed  the  Rocky  mountains  them- 
selves, or  received  visits  from  the  Indians  on  the 
the  other  side.  This,  at  all  events,  seems  to  be 
the  origin  of  the  name  Oregon.  For  there  is 
no  account  of  the  inlet  of  the  river  Columbia 
having  been  seen  by-European  Christians  pior 
to  Heceta’s  voyage  in  1775;  or  the  mouth  of  the 
river  before  the  time  of  Robert  Gray,  in  1792,  or 
its  upper  wafers  until  the  expedition  of  Lewis  and 
Clark.  Thirty  years  after  the  travels  of  Carver, 
indeed,  Alexander  Mackenzie  crossed  the  Rocky 
mountains  in  the  extreme  north,  and  fell  upon  a 
river  which  he  supposed  to  be  the  Columbia;  but  it 
is  now  well  known  and  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
he  was  mistaken,  and  that  the  river  he  saw  is  no 
part  of  the  Columbia.  So  that,  whilst  Americans 
were  the  first  to  navigate  the  river  Columbia  up- 
wards from  its  mouth,  so  they  were  also  the  first  to 
explore  it  downwards  from  its  sources.  Lewis  and 
Clark  not  only  explored  the  country  as  ours,  but 
they  took  possession  in  behalf  of  the  United  Slates; 
and  the  expedition  itself,  the  published  account  of 
which  went  forth  to  the  world,  was  notice  to  all  na- 
tions of  our  claim  of  title,  and  of  the  possession,  by 
the  erection  of  works  and  otherwise,  in  assertion  of 
the  title. 

This  expedition  was  speedily  followed  by  the  ac- 
tual occupation  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  for  the 
purposes  of  trade  and  settlement,  with  the  sanction 
of  the  United  States.  In  1311  John  Jacob  Astor, 
of  New  York,  who,  by  his  successful  competition 
with  British  fur  companies  in  the  northwest,  had 
already  been  of  essential  service  to  the  United 
States  in  neutralizing  to  some  degree  the  hostile  in- 
fluence exercised  by  foreign  traders  over  the  In- 
dians of  the  United  States,  foresaw  the  ultimate  po- 
litical importance  of  the  Columbia,  and  conceived 
the  noble  idea  of  carrying  his  enterprises  beyond 
the  Rocky  mountains,  and  establishing  a factory  as 
the  nucleus  of  a future  settlement  and  colonization 
of  the  Oregon.  The  classic  narrative  of  this  magni 
ficent  undertaking,  by  Washington  Irving,  has 
spread  the  fame  of  Mr.  Astor’s  great  design  wherev- 
er the  English  language  is  read. 

The  establishment  at  Astoria  was  anterior  to  that 
of  any  other  power  on  the  Columbia.  It  was  bro- 
ken up  in  1812,  fraudulently  sold  to  the  Northwest 
company  by  one  of  Mr.  Astor’s  agents,  and  taken 
possession  of  by  the  British  as  an  act  of  war.  But 
the  U.  States  claimed  that  the  sale  to  the  Northwest 
company  of  course  did  not  affect  the  national  juris- 
diction, which  continued  of  right  in  the  United 
States;  and  that,  in  obedience  to  the  first  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  which  stipulated  for  the  mutu- 
al restitution  of  “all  territory,  places  and  posses- 
sion whatsoever,  taken  by  either  party  from  the 
other  during  the  war,”  Astoria  (or  Fort  George) 
should  be  restored  to  the  United  States;  and  it  was 
done  in  1818,  in  the  most  formal  manner.  Mr. 
Prevost  proceeded  thither  from  Lima,  and  received 
the  surrender  as  agent  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
following  terms: 

”Hct  of  surrender  and  acknowledgment. 

“In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  his  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent,  signified  in  a despatch 
from  the  right  honorable  earl  Bathurst,  addressed 
to  the  partriei  s or  agents  of  the  Northwest  company, 
bearing  date  27th  January,  1818,  and  in  obedience 
to  subsequent  orders  dated  26th  July  last  from  Wil- 
liam H.  Sheriff,  esq.  captain  of  his  majesty’s  ship 
Andromache,  we  the  undersigned,  do,  in  conformi- 
ty to  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  restore 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  through  its 
agent,  J.  B.  Prevost,  esq.  the  settlement  of  Fort 
George,  on  the  river  Columbia. 

“Given  under  our  hands,  in  triplicate,  at  Fort 
George,  Columbia  river,  this  6th  October,  1818. 

“F.  HICKEY, 

“ Captain  of  his  majesty's  ship  Blossom. 

“JAMES  KEITH, 

“0/  the  Northwest  company .” 

It  is  true  that,  in  the  despatch  of  earl  Bathurst, 
and  in  lord  Castlereagh's  instructions  to  the  British 
minister  at  Washington,  a reservation  is  made,  that 
the  surrender  of  possession  should  not  be  deemed 
an  admission  of  the  absolute  and  exclusive  right  of 
dominion  claimed  by  the  United  States;  but  at  the 
same  time,  in  explanation  to  Mr.  Rush,  as  stated 
in  a published  despatch,  “lord  Castlereagh  admit- 
ted, in  the  most  ample  extent,  our  right  to  be  rein- 
stated, and  to  be  the  party  in  possession  while  treat- 
ing of  the  title.”  In  this  condition  were  the  rights 
of  the  parties  in  1818,  at  the  time  of  the  signature 
of  the  convenlion  of  the  20th  October;  and  by  vir- 
tue of  the  express  stipulations  of  that  convention, 
in  the  same  condition  (so  far  as  regards  possession) 
do  the  rights  of  the  parties  still  continue.  If  our 
title  was  good  then,  it  is  good  now;  and  whatever 
defects,  if  any,  there  were  in  it  then,  have  been 
healed  by  the  Florida  treaty;  and  by  the  direct  ad- 
missions of  the  British  government,  we  are  entitled 
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now  to  be  in  possession  of  the  territory,  and  so  to  re- 
main,until  the  question  of  ultimate  title  can  be  deter- 
mined. 

It  would  seem,  indeed,  that  the  English  them- 
selves are  beginning  to  entertain  rational  views  on 
the  subject;  lor  in  remarking  upon  it  recently,  a re- 
spectable London  journal  (the  Post)  says: 

“ l'lie  United  States  government  now  says  that 
the  agent  of  the  American  Fur  company  had  no 
right  to  dispose  of  the  jurisdiction;  and  the  presi- 
dent, it  would  appear,  is  determined  to  enforce  that 
claim.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  United  States 
have  apparently  a good  case;  and  it,  on  investiga- 
tion, it  be  found  that  the  sale  of  the  property  only 
took  place,  and  that  the  allegiance  could  not  be 
transterred,  the  surrender  of  the  post  to  the  United 
Stales  may  be  the  most  prudent  course.  We  have 
but  a limited  interest  in  the  occupation  of  Astoria, 
while  to  the  United  States  it  is  of  great  import- 
ance.” 

Having  thus  detailed  the  general  facts  affecting 
the  title,  it  now  becomes  the  duty  of  the  committee 
to  resume  these  facts,  and  to  apply  to  them  the  re- 
cognised principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  pre- 
scribe the  rights  of  the  parties. 

Tne  civilized  people  of  Europe  and  America, 
which  are  associated  together  by  their  identity  oj 
origin  and  religion,  and  still  more  by  the  innumer- 
able ties  of  a common  civilization,  of  commercial 
and  social  intercourse,  and  the  intercommunication 
of  arts  and  of  knowledge,  and  which  recognise  a 
rule  of  mutual  dealing  composed  of  treaty  stipula- 
tions, of  prescriptive  usuages,  and  of  certain  general 
principles  of  right  called  the  law  of  nations — these 
people  have  been  accustomed  to  acquire  and  to 
define  their  possessions  in  America  by  the  rule  of, 
1.  The  light  ol  discovery  and  exploration,  follow- 
ed by  settlement;  and  2.  Its  corollary,  the  right 
of  extension  by  contiguity  to  actual  settlements. 

This  rule,  in  its  elementary  ingredients,  is  thus 
laid  down  by  Vattel: 

“All  mankind  have  an  equal  right  to  things  that 
have  not  yet  fallen  into  the  possession  of  any  one; 
and  those  things  belong  to  the  person  who  urst  takes 
possession  of  them.  When,  therefore,  a nation 
finds  a country  uninhabited,  and  without  an  owner, 
it  may  lawfully  take  possession  of  it;  after  it  has 
sufficiently  made  known  its  will  in  this  respect,  it 
cannot  be  deprived  of  it  by  anolher  nation.  Thus, 
navigators  going  on  voyages  of  discovery,  furnish- 
ed w°ith  a commission  from  their  sovereign,  and 
meeting  with  islands  or  other  lands  in  a desert  state, 
have  taken  possession  of  them  in  ihe  name  of-their 
nation;  and  this  title  has  been  usually  respected, 
provided  it  was  soon  after  followed  by  a real  pos- 
session.”—(§  207,  Chitty’s  Vattel). 

“The  whole  earth  is  destined  to  feed  its  inhabi- 
tants; but  this  it  would  be  incapable  of  doing  if  it 
were  uncultivated.  Every  nation  is  then  obliged 
by  the  law  of  nature  to  cultivate  the  land  that  has 
fallen  to  its  share;  and  it  has  no  right  to  enlarge 
its  boundaries,  or  have  recourse  to  the  assistance 
of  other  nations,  but  in  proportion  as  the  land  in 
its  possession  is  incapable  of  furnishing  it  with  ne- 
cessaries. Those  nations  (such  as  the  ancient  Ger- 
mans, and  some  modern  Tartars)  who  inhabit  fer- 
tile countries,  but  disdain  to  cultivate  their  lands, 
and  choose  to  live  by  plunder,  are  wanting  to  them- 
selves, are  injurious  to  all  I heir  neighbors,  and  de- 
serve to  be  extirpated  as  savage  and  pernicious 
beasts.  There  are  others,  who,  to  avoid  labor, 
choose  to  live  only  by  hunting  and  their  flocks. 
This  might,  doubtless,  be  allowed  in  the  first  ages 
of  the  world,  when  the  earth,  without  cultivation, 
produced  more  than  was  sufficient  to  feed  its  small 
number  of  inhabitants.  But  at  present,  when  the 
human  race  is  so  greatly  multiplied,  it  could  nol 
subsist  if  all  nations  were  disposed  to  live  in  that 
manner.  Those  who  still  pursue  this  idle  mode  of 
life,  usurp  more  extensive  territories  than,  with  a 
reasonable  share  of  labor,  they  would  have  occasion 
for,  and  have,  therefore,  no  reason  to  complain  if 
other  nations,  more  industrious  and  too  closely  con- 
fined, come  to  take  possession  of  a part  of  those 
lands.”— (§  81). 

“It  is  asked  whether  a nation  may  lawfully  take 
possession  of  some  part  of  a vast  country,  in  which 
there  are  none  but  erratic  nations,  whose  scanty 
population  is  incapable  of  occupying  the  whole.— 
We  have  already  observed,  (§  81),  In  establishing 
the  obligation  to  cultivate  the  earth,  that  those  na- 
tions cannot  exclusively  appropriate  to  themselves 
more  land  than  they  have  occasion  for,  or  more 
than  they  are  able  to  settle  and  cultivate.  Their 
unsettled  habitation  in  those  immense  regions  can- 
not be  accounted  a true  and  legal  possession;  and 
the  people  of  Europe,  too  closely  pent  up  at  home, 
finding  laud  of  which  the  savages  stood  in  no  par- 
ticular need,  and  of  which  they  made  no  actual  and 
constant  use,  were  lawfully  entitled  to  take  posses- 
sion of  it  and  settle  it  with  colonies.”—  (§  209). 


This  rule  of  prior  discovery,  occupation,  and  of 
extension  by  contiguity  to  the  exclusion  of  others, 
has  been  recognised,  with  more  or  less  of  precision 
in  its  application,  by  all  the  Europeans  who  have 
established  themselves  in  America,  and  pervades 
the  discussions,  negotiations,  and  treaties,  which 
expressly  regulate,  or  which  have  motived,  the  limits 
of  their  respective  territories.  So  far  as  regards 
themselves,  and  their  mutual  relations,  its  chiet  de- 
fect is  its  vagueness  and  the  consequent  conflict  of 
pretensions,  which  it  either  creates,  or  at  least  does 
not  prevent. 

In  its  application  to  the  primitive  inhabitants  of 
the  new  world,  it  is  more  questionable  in  use,  and 
more  injurious  in  its  effects.  When  it  began  to  be 
applied  by  Spain,  Portugal,  England  and  other  Eu- 
ropean states  engaged  in  colonial  enterprises,  it  was 
frequently  associated  with  the  idea  of  religion,  as  ex- 
emplified in  the  bull  of  Alexander  VI  defining  the 
rights  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  the  commission 
of  Henry  VII  to  the  Cabots;  the  concession  being 
to  take  possession  of  countries  not  already  occupied 
by  Christians.  However  defective,  therefore,  the 
rule  may  be  in  itself,  and  however  destitute  of  all 
reason  or  justice  when  made  the  pretext  of  con- 
quering and  reducing  to  servitude  organised  com- 
munities like  those  of  ancient  Peru  and  Mexico,  it 
is,  nevertheless,  the  real  foundation  of  the  great 
European  colonies  in  America.  And  these  rights 
ol  the  Indians  stand  in  the  way  of  England  as  well 
as  the  United  Slates;  and  cannot  be  alleged  by  her 
against  us  and  in  her  own  favor.  And  when  a Eu- 
ropean people  has  become  established  in  America, 
and  has  grown  up  to  national  power,  the  applica- 
tion of  the  rule  is  then  a matter  of  absolute  neces- 
sity; for  the  Indian  tribes  being,  for  the  most  part, 
migratory  in  their  habits,  as  well  as  transitory  and 
evanescent  in  their  very  existence,  and  possessing, 
in  their  barbarous  state,  few  or  none  of  the  social 
institutions  essential  to  the  preservation  of  their 
separate  nationality,  to  treat  them  as  independent 
nations,  with  all  the  international  rights  of  such, 
would  be  absolutely  destructive  to  the  civilized 
states  of  European  stock  in  or  adjoining  which 
they  happen  to  be  found,  by  admitting  within  the 
natural  limits  of  such  state  the  intrusion  of  some 
other  foreign  and  perhaps  hostile  power. 

Accordingly,  chief  justice  Marshall  says: 

“All  the  nations  of  Europe  who  have  acquired 
territory  on  this  continent,  have  asserted  in  them- 
selves, and  have  recognised  in  others  the  exclusive 
right  of  the  discoverer  to  appropriate  the  lands  oc- 
cupied by  the  Indians.” 

And  judge  Story  says: 

“It  maybe  asked  what  was  fhe  effect  of  this 
principle  of  discovery,  in  respect  to  the  rights  of 
natives  themselves?  In  the  view'  of  the  Europeans, 
it  created  a peculiar  relation  between  themselves 
and  the  aboriginal  inhabitants.  The  latter  were 
admitted  to  possess  a present  right  of  occupancy, 
or  use  in  the  soil,  which  was  subordinate  to  the  ul- 
timate dominion  of  the  discoverer.  * * * * 

But,  notwithstanding  this  occupancy,  the  European 
discoveries  claimed  and  exercised  the  right  to  grant 
the  soil,  while  yet  in  the  possession  of  the  natives, 
subject,  however,  to  their  right  of  occupancy;  and 
the  title  so  granted  was  universally  admitted  to 
convey  a sufficient  title  in  the  soil  to  the  grantees 
in  perfect  dominion.” 

And  chancellor  Kent  says: 

“This  assumed  but  qualified  dominion  over  the 
Indian  tribes,  regarding  them  as  enjoying  no  higher 
title  to  the  soil  than  that  founded  on  simple  occu- 
pancy, and  to  be  incompetent  to  transfer  their  title 
to  any  other  power  than  the  government  which 
claims  the  jurisdiction  of  their  territory  by  right 
of  discovery,  arose,  in  a great  degree,  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case.  * * * It  was  founded  on 

the  pretension  of  converting  the  discovery  of  the 
country  into  a conquest;  and  it  is  now  too  late  to 
draw  into  discussion  the  validity  of  that  pretension, 
or  the  restrictions  which  it  imposes.  It  is  esta- 
blished by  numerous  compacts,  treaties,  laws  and 
ordinances,  and  founded  in  immemorial  usage. — 
The  country  tigs  been  colonised  and  settled,  and  is 
now  held  by  that  title.  It  is  the  law  of  the  land, 
and  no  court  of  justice  can  permit  the  right  to  be 
disturbed  by  speculative  reasonings  or  abstract 
rights.” 

And  the  peculiar  necessity  of  adhering  to  the 
rule,  in  all  dealings  between  the  United  States  and 
any  of  the  European  powers,  is  forcibly  illustrated 
by  the  pretensions  brought  forward  by  Great  Bri- 
tain at  Ghent,  and  the  answer  of  the  American 
ministers,  as  in  the  following  extracts  from  one  of 
their  letters:. 

“No  maxim  of  public  law  has  hitherto  been  more 
universally  established  among  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope possessing  territories  in  America,  and  there 
is  none  to  which  Great  Britain  has  more  uniformly 
and  inflexibly  adhered,  than  that  of  suffering  no  in- 


terposition of  a foreign  power  in  the  relations  be- 
tween the  acknowledged  sovereign  of  the  territory 
and  the  Indians  situated  upon  it.  Without  the  ad- 
mission of  this  principle,  there  would  be  no  intel- 
ligible meaning  attached  to  stipulations,  establish- 
ing boundaries  between  the  dominions  in  America 
of  civilized  nations  possessing  territories  inhabited 
by  Indian  tribes. 

* * * “The  Indians  residing  within  the  limits 

of  the  United  States  * * are  so  far  dependent  as 
not  to  have  the  right  to  dispose  of  their  lands  to 
any  private  persons,  nor  to  any  power  other  than 
the  United  States,  and  to  he  under  their  protection 
alone,  and  not  under  that  of  any  other  power. — • 
Whether  called  subjects,  or  by  whatever  name  de- 
signated, such  is  the  relation  between  them  and  the 
United  States.  * * * These  principles  have  been 
uniformly  recognised  by  the  Indians  themselves 
* * * in  all  the  * * * treaties  between  them  and 
tHe  United  States. 

“The  United  States  cannot  consent  that  Indians 
residing  within  their  boundaries  as  acknowledged 
by  Great  Britain  shall  be  included  in  the  treaty  of 
peace,  in  any  manner  which  will  recognise  them  as 
independent  nations,  whom  Great  Britain,  having 
obtained  this  recognition,  would  hereafter  have  the 
right  to  consider,  in  every  respect,  as  such.  Thus, 
to  recognise  those  Indians  as  independent  and  so- 
vereign nations,  would  take  from  the  United  States 
and  transfer  to  those  Indians  all  the  rights  of  soil 
and  sovereignty  over  the  territory  which  they  in- 
habit; and  this  being  accomplished  through  the 
agency  of  Great  Britain,  would  place  them  effectu- 
ally and  exclusively  under  her  protection,  instead 
of  being,  as  hertofore,  under  that  of  the  United 
States. 

“The  United  States  claim,  of  right,  with  respect- 
to  all  European  nations,  and  particularly  with  re- 
spect to  Great  Britain,  the  entire  sovereignty  over 
the  whole  ten itory.  and  all  the  persons  embraced 
within  the  boundaries  of  their  dominions.  Great 
Britain  has  no  right  to  take  cognizance  of  the  rela- 
tion subsisting  between  the  several  communities  or 
persons  living  therein;  they  form,  as  to  her,  only 
parts  of  the  dominion  of  the  United  States;  and  it  is 
altogether  immaterial  whether,  or  how  far,  under 
their  political  institutions  or  policy,  these  commu- 
nities or  persons  are  independent  states,  allies  or 
subjects.  With  respect  to  her, and  all  other  foreign 
nations,  they  are  parts  of  a whole,  of  which  the 
United  States  are  sole  and  absolute  sovereigns.” 

Recurring  then  to  the  rule  of  discovery  and  oc- 
cupation in  its  actual  practice,  and,  for  the  sake  of 
greater  pertinency  as  well  as  brevity,  taking  exam- 
ples in  the  practice  of  England  herself  alone,  we 
find  that  the  English  government,  having  made  dis- 
coveries on  the  Atlantic  coast,  proceeded  to  occu- 
py at  detached  points  on  the  coast,  in  right  of  that 
discovery,  and,  by  the  rule  of  discovery  and  occu- 
pation, and  of  extension  by  contiguity,  to  claim  and 
to  grant  from  sea  to  sea  across  the  whole  continent, 
as  exemplified  in  the  charters  of  Massachusetts  bay, 
Connecticut  and  Virginia;  and  this  not  only  in  those 
early  ages,  but  at  the  present  time;  for  in  the  right 
of  discovery  and  occupation  in  Hudson’s  bay,  she 
has  claimed  ©f  us  since  the  frpaty  of  Ghent,  and  we 
have  conceded  to  her,  an  extension  by  contiguity 
through  the  fair  interior  of  the  continent  to  the  foot 
of  the  Rocky  mountains. 

And  it  follows  irresistibly  from  the  premises,  that 
fhe  United  Slates,  having  in  themselves,  and  as  the 
successors  of  Spain,  all  the  rights  appertaining  to 
the  first  navigation  along  the  northwest  coast,  the 
first  discovery  of  the  bay  of  Juan  de  Fuca,  and  of 
the  rivers  of  Aguilar  and  Columbia,  the  first  explo- 
ration of  the  same,  and  the  first  occupation  or  set- 
tlement of  either;  and  having,  in  like  manner,  all 
the  rights  of  extension  across  to  or  along  the  Pacific 
by  contiguity,  which  appertained  to  Spain  as  the 
possessor  of  New  Spain,  to  England  prior  to  the 
treaty  of  Paris,  and  to  France  as  the  possessor  of 
Louisiana;  it  follows  irresistibly  that  we  have  the 
right  ol  dominion  to  the  territory  of  Oregon  wholly 
exclusive  of  Great  Britain. 

Precisely  the  same  conclusion  may  be  reached 
in  a different  way,  by  considering  separately  the 
Spanish,  the  French  and  the  American  title;  which, 
moreover,  will  be  the  most  convenient  means  of 
examining  the  pretensions  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Spanish  title. 

Spain  (or  her  successor  the  Mexican  republic) 
has  rights,  acknowdedged  by  all  the  world,  as  far 
north  on  the  Pacific  as  the  42d  parallel.  And  in 
the  same  right  that  she  goes  thus  far,  she  might, 
but  for  the  intervention  of  treaties,  go  further. 
Certain  it  is,  that  she  first  explored  the  northwest 
coast  by  ships  from  Manil'a  or  Mexico.  She  is  the 
admitted  discoverer  of  the  river  of  Aguilar,  and  of 
the  inlet  of  the  Columbia.  She  discovered  the  strait 
of  Juan  de  Fuca.  She  discovered  Nootka  sound. 
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First  of  all  Europeans,  she  founded  a settlement  on  | 
that  coast,  at  the  entrance  of  the  strait  of  Juan  de  J 
Fuca.  And  the  natural  extension  of  her  possessions  ! 
northward  from  California  would  carr-y  her  alojig  , 
until  she  met  some  other  power  having  equal  or 
better  rights;  and,  with  exception  of  the  United 
States,  she  would  encounter  none  such  until  she 
arrived  at  Prince  of  Wales  island  in  latitude  54  and 
at  the  settlements  of  Russia.  So  well  founded  were 
these,  the  rights  of'Spain,  that  while,  prior  to  the 
conclusion  of  the  Florida  treaty.  Great  Britain  was 
accustomed,  as  against  the  United  States,  to  assert 
rights  of  sovereignty  in  the  northwest  founded  on 
pretended  discoveries  and  pui  chases  from  the  In- 
dians, afterwards  she  was  constrained  to  change  her 
ground,  as  explained  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  (letter  of 
August  7,  1S27),  and  to  content  herself  with  sim- 
ply denying  our  right  of  exclusive  sovereignty, 
without  pretending  to  any  on  her  own  part.  In 
fact,  the  claim  of  England  by  discover}-  and  occu- 
pation was  of  the  flimsiest  kind,  resting  only  upon 
Drake’s  voyage,  his  landing  in  the  bay  of  Bodega 
(latitude  33)  in  1578,  and  some  pretended  purcha- 
ses by  him  of  the  Indians  of  that  neighborhood. 
That  is  to  say,  the  discovery  of  a country  long  be- 
fore discovered  by  the  Spaniards,  and  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  them,  and  to  this  day  comprehended 
within  the  acknowledged  limits  of  California.  As 
to  his  purchases  of  the  Indians,  that  again  can  avail 
nothing;  for,  by  the  municipal  law  of  every  Euro- 
pean government  i n America,  and  of  Britain  above 
all,  as  already  seen,  no  foreign  state  can  acquire 
jurisdiction,  or  even  title,  by  purchase  from  Indians 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  another.  If  it  were 
otherwise,  the  rule  would  be  fatal  to  the  claims  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  whole  northwest  coast;  for  the 
owners  of  the  ship  Columbia  made  extensive  pur- 
chases of  the  Indians,  the  political  benefit  of  which 
would  enure  to  the  United  States.  Her  new  pre- 
tensions, or  new  grounds  of  cavil,  since  resorted  to 
by  her,  depend  on  the  Nootka  convention,  so  called. 

The  Nootka  convention  is  a treaty  between  Spain 
and  Great  Britain,  signed  at  the  Escorial  the  28th 
October,  1790,  in  conclusion  of  the  dispute  occa- 
sioned by  the  seizure  of  English  vessels  at  Nootk& 
sound  by  Don  Esteban  Martinez,  as  detailed  in 
the  appendix  to  this  report. 

When  the  intelligence  of  that  event  reached  Eu- 
rope, it  came  through  Spain,  who  herself  gave  the 
first  information  to  the  English  government,  and  ac- 
companied it  with  the  fullest  declaration  of  a pa- 
cific purpose,  and  of  her  readiness  to  enter  into  all 
proper  explanations.  But  Mr.  Pitt  haughtily  re- 
pelled every  friendly  advance,  and  appealed  at  once 
to  the  belligerent  propensities  of  parliament,  in  be- 
half of  the  wounded  honor  of  the  nation,  demanded 
and  obtained  an  extraordinary  supply  of  a million 
sterling,  and  prepared  for  war;  and  thus  hurried 
Spain,  who  had  neither  disposition  nor  readiness 
for  war  at  that  time,  into  the  conclusion  of  this 
treaty.  . 

Art.  1 stipulates  for  the  restitution  of  the  pro- 
perty of  British  subjects  dispossessed  by  Martinez. 

Art.  2 engages  to  make  restitution  of  or  compen- 
sation for  any  like  seizure  which  might  have  been 
subsequently  made. 

Art.  3 provides  that  the  respective  subjects  of 
Spain  and  Great  Britain  shall  not  be  disturbed  or 
molested,  either  in  navigating  or  carrying  on  their 
fisheries  in  the  Pacific  ocean  or  in  the  South  seas,  or 
in  landing  on  the  coasts  of  those  seas,  in  places  not 
already  occupied,  lor  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
their  commerce  with  the  natives  of  the  country,  or 
of  making  settlements  there: — the  whole  subject  ne- 
vertheless, to  the  restrictions  and.  provisions  specified, 
in  the  three  following  articles. 

Art.  4 guards  against  contraband  trade  with  the 
Spanish  settlements  in  America. 

Art.  5 agrees  that  in  any  settlements  to  be  made 
by  either  party,  “the  subjects  of  the  other  shall 
have  free  access,  and  shall  carry  on  their  trade  with- 
out molestation.” 

Art.  6 provides  for  the  free  continuance  of  the 
fisheries  on  the  east  and  west  coasts  and  islands  of 
South.  America,  south  of  the  occupation  of  Spain; 
and  concludes,  “Provided,  1 hat  the  said  respective 
subjects  shall  retain  the  liberty  of  landing  on  tire 
coasts  and  islands  so  situated,  for  the  purposes  of 
their  fishery,  and  of  erecting  thereon  huts  and  other 
temporary  buildings  serving  only  for  those  pur- 
poses.” 

Great  Britain  contends  that,  with  the  rights  of 
Spain  on  the  northwest  coast,  the  United  States  ne- 
cessarily sircceed  to  the  limitations  by  which  those 
rights  were  defined,  and  the  obligations  under  which 
they  were  exercised;  and  that,  by  the  above  con- 
vention, all  parts  of  the  northwestern  coast  of  Ame- 
rica, not  already  occupied  at  that  lime  by  either  of 
the  contracting  parties,  should  thenceforward  be 
equally  open  to  the  subjects  of  both,  for  all  purposes 
ol  commerce  and  settlement,  the  sovereignty  re- 


maining in  abeyance;  and  that  the  convention,  esta- 
blishing a new  state  of  things  by  compact,  abrogates 
the  pre-existing  lights  (if  any)  appertaining  to 
Spain. 

1' he  United  Stairs  have  constantly  denied  all 
this.  They  say  that,  even  if  the  British  construc- 
tion of  the  Nootka  convention  and  of  its  effects 
were  correct,  it  would  avail  nothing,  because,  though 
the  United  States  might  not  in  other  respects  have 
a good  title  as  against  Spain,  they  have  as  against 
Great  Britain,  which  title  cannot  be  weakened  in 
the  hands  of  the  United  States  by  the  Florida  treaty 
which  quiets  that  of  Spain. 

But  they  deny  the  correctness  of  the  British  con- 
struction. The  Nootka  convention  is  on  the  face 
of  it  a commercial  treaty  merely,  wholly  aside  from 
the  question  of  sovereignty  and  distinct  jurisdiction. 
It  has  a delinite  general  object,  the  regulation  of 
the  fisheries  in  the  Pacific  and  the  South  seas,  so 
a3  neither  to  exclude  England,  nor  injure  Spain. — 
That  was  the  point  in  controversy  between  the  two 
governments.  “The  enemies  of  peace  have  indus- 
triously circulated,”  says  the  count  of  Florida 
Blanca,  “that  Spain  extends  pretensions  and  rights 
of  sovereignty  over  the  whole  of  the  South  sea  as  far 
as  China;”  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  her  sole  aim 
was  to  vindicate  her  sovereignty  on  parts  of  the 
coast  to  which,  by  the  law  of  nations  and  the  re- 
cognition of  all  Europe,  she  has  the  established  pos- 
session or  right  of  possession.  (Dec.  of  June  4th, 
Jin.  Reg.  1790).  Accordingly,  in  the  debates  upon 
this  treaty  in  parliament,  it  was  strenuously  object- 
ed that,  being  a treaty  of  commerce,  navigation  and- 
fishery,  England  bail  gained  nothing  by  it,  but  had 
on  the  contrary  submitted  to  restrictions  of  sea- 
rights,  which  existed  before  unrestricted.  “In  an- 
swer to  this,  Mr.  Pitt  maintained  (Pari.  Hist.  vol. 
xxviii,  p.  1.001)  that  though  what  this  country  had 
gained  consisted  not  of  new  rights,  it  certainly  did 
of  new  advantages.  We  had  before  a right  to  ttie 
southern  whale  fishery,  and  a right  to  navigate  and 
carry  on  fisheries  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  to  trade 
on  the  coasts  of  any  part  of  it  northwest  of  America; 
but  that  right  not  only  had  not  been  acknowledged, 
but  disputed  and  resisted;  whereas,  by  the  conven- 
tion, it  was  secured  to  us;  a circumstance,  which, 
though  no  new  right,  was  a new  advantage.”  Not 
a word  o(  a “new  right”  to  establish  colonies  in 
America,  or  of  a “new  advantage”  in  the  exclu- 
sion of  territorial  sovereignty  previously  claimed  by 
Spain.  On  the  contrary,  Mr.  (now earl)  Gray  well 
argued  that  the  “settlements”  of  the  3d  article 
amounted  to  nothing,  since  access  was  every  where 
left  to  both  the  parties;  and  if  England  made  a set- 
tlement in  a valley,  Spain  might  erect  a fort  on  the 
hill  overlooking  it;  which  conclusively  shows  that 
the  right  of  colonization  was  never  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  treaty.  And  Mr.  Fox  argued  the 
same  point  at  great  length  and  with  great  force,  de- 
monstrating that  before  the  treaty  England  might 
colonise  in  the  Pacific,  but  that  now  she  could  only 
settle,  as  the  phrase  is  in  the  third  article,  or  build 
huts  as  restricted  in  the  sixth,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  the  fisheries,  excluding  colonization.  (Part.  Hist. 
vol.  xxviii).  Add  to  which,  it  only  as  a commercial 
treaty  that  this  convention  can,  upon  the  principles 
contended  for  by  Great  Britain  in  other  great  con- 
troversies, be  considered  in  force;  for  such  treaties 
only  were  renewed  by  the  treaty  between  Spain  and 
Great  Britain  of  July,  1814. 

In  fact,  the  Nootka  convention  is  obviously  im- 
possible lo  execute,  if  the  word  “settlements”  is  to 
include  colonies,  or  carry  after  it  any  title  of  do- 
minion; because  the  express  language  permits  pro- 
miscuous and  intermixed  settlements  every  where, 
and  over  the  whole  face  of  the  country,  to  Ihe  sub- 
ject of  both  parties;  and  even  declares  every  such 
settlement,  made  by  either  party,  common  to  the 
other.  Or  if,  as  England  contends,  the  convention 
is  but  a recognition  of  the  general  rights  of  all  na- 
tions, then  it  admits  of  such  promiscuous  settlements 
by  all  nations;  which  is  wholly  incompatible  with 
any  idea  of  sovereignty,  but  applies  well  enough  to 
“huts  and  other  temporary  buildings”  for  the  fishe- 
ries. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  United  States 
further  say,  that  under  the  convention  the  sove 
reigntv  is  not  in  abeyance;  it  remains  unchanged;  it 
is  left  untouched;  temporary  commercial  rights  on- 
ly arc-  for  the  time  being  regulated;  that  the  question 
of  sovereignty  stand.3  upon  its  former  footing;  that, 
when  it  comes  up,  the  parties  are  remitted  to  fheir 
pre-existing  rights;  and  that  before  tile  convention, 
and  notwithstanding  its  provisions,  the  right  ofso- 
vereignty  appertained  to  Spain  as  against  Great 
Britain;  or,  in  the  words  of  the  count  of  Fernan 
Nunez,  “by  the  treaties,  demarcations,  takings  of 
possession,  and  the  most  decided  acts  of  sovereign- 
ty exercised  by  the  Spaniards,  * * * all  the 

coast  to  the  north  of  western  America,  on  the  side 
of  the  South  sea,  as  far  as  beyond  what  is  called 


Prince  Williams’  sound,  * * * is  acknowledg- 

ed to  belong  exclusively  to  Spain.”  (Letter  of  June 
lti,  1790).  And  the  United  States  will  not  be  de- 
baired  from  the  exercise  of  the  just  rights  she  de- 
rives Irom  Spain,  when  there  is  nothing  set  up 
againsHier  but  new  and  monstrous  constructions  of 
a treaty  extorted  from  Spain  by  w hat  lord  Porches- 
ter  just ly  called  ‘ unprovoked  bullying,”  and  found- 
ed not  in  right  but  in  power.  ( North  A.  Rev.  vol. 
xxvii.) 

The  committee  proceed  to  the  French  title. 

When  Louisiana  was  acquired  by  the  United 
States,  it  was  well  known,  as  already  suggested, 
that  the  limits  were  not  well  defined.  Indeed,  they 
were  defined  on  neither  side,  except  along  the 
Mississippi.  The  northern  line  by  the  British  pos- 
sessions was  fixed  iri  1818.  The  southeastern  and 
southwestern  was  fixed  by  the  Florida  treaty.  And 
the  question  remains,  how  far  does  it  extend  west? 
This  was  at  the  time  considered  a question  with 
Spain  alone.  Don  Pedro  Cevallos  says:  “From 
this  point  (the  intersection  of  the  Red  river)  the 
limits  which  ought  to  be  established  on  the  north- 
ern side  are  doubtful  and  little  known.”  ( Letter 
of  April  13,  1805).  Amt  in  the  negotiation  of  the 
Florida  treaty,  Don  Luis  de  Onis  admitted  the  same 
thing,  though  he  affirmed  the  Spanish  title  on  the 
Pacific.  But,  as  between  France  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stales,  (he 
successor  of  all  the  rights  of  France,  the  question 
would  seem  to  be  concluded  by  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
already  cited,  in  which  Great  Britain  relinquishes 
irrevocably  all  pretensions  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
On  Ihe  footing  of  the  trealy  of  Utrecht,  ratified  by 
our  convention  of  1818,  England  may,  possiblv,  by 
extension  of  contiguity,  carry  her  possessions'from 
Hudson’s  bay  across  to  the  Pacific,  north  oflatifude. 
49°;  but,  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  we  possess  the 
same  right,  and  an  exclusive,  one,  to  carry  our  ter- 
ritory across  the  continent  south  of  that  line,  in  the 
right  of  France. 

It  has  been  objected  that,  in  the  grant  of  Loui- 
siana to  Crozat  by  Louis  XIV,  that  province  is 
confined  to  the  country  drained  by  the  waters 
emptying  in  the  Mississippi,  excluding  by  implica- 
tion any  other  country.  But  Crozat’s  grant  did  not 
cover  the  whole  of  Louisiana  as  it  was  when  ceded 
to  the  United  States.  Crozat’s  grant  was  under- 
stood as  extending  no  further  north  than  latitude 
42°;  the  French  possessions  north  of  that  parallel 
being  a part  of  New  France,  (or  Canada).  And 
New  France,  as  projected  in  the  most  authentic 
maps,  did  extend  to  territory  drained,  or  supposed 
to  be  drained,  by  rivers  flowing  into  the  Pacific. 
In  1717,  Louis  enlarged  Louisiana,  by  adding  thereto 
the  country  in  the  latitudeof  the  Illinois.  And  this 
extended  dimension  of  Louisiana  has  been  tacitly 
admitted  by  Great  Britain,  who,  while  herself  pos- 
sessed of  Canada  obtained  from  France,  and  of  the 
Hudson’s  bay  country,  has,  by  treaty  with  us,  ad- 
mitted that  the  northern  limit  of  Louisiana  goes  up 
to  latitude  49°;  she  having  already,  by  the  treaty  of 
Paris,  debarred  herself  of  all  claim  south  of  that 
line  and  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  American  title  remains  to  be  considered  on 
its  particular  merits. 

Anterior  to  the  Louisiana  treaty,  our  claim  rest- 
ed on  Gray’s  exploration  of  the  river  Columbia, 
the  permanent  record  of  which  subsists  in  the 
name  itself;  it  being  one  of  the  applications  of  the 
rule  of  prior  discovery,  that  the  exploration  of  a 
river  gave  rights  to  the  country  watered  by  that 
river,  as  exemplified  in  the  claim  of  the  Mississip- 
pi valley  by  France,  on  the  ground  of  the  oriu-inal 
exploration  of  the  river  by  her  subjects;  and  some 
3uch  principle  being  necessary  to  give  integrity  and 
unity  of  possession  to  any  oue  power,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  intermixture  of  possession's  in  a territory 
having  a natural  completeness  of  its  own.  The 
defecls  of  this  claim  consisted  of  the  counter-pre- 
tensions of  France  as  the  possessor  of  Louisiana, 
and  of  Spain  as  the  possessor  of  Mexico,  and  as 
the  first  visiter  of  the  Columbia  and  the  coast  ge- 
nerally. By  the  conclusion  of  (he  Louisiana  treaty 
and  the  Florida  treaty,  these  defects  were  cured. 
To  which  had  then  been  added  the  further  claims 
of  the  United  Slates  in  their  own  right,  or  their 
title  proper,  bv  reason  of  Lewis  anil  Clark’s  expe- 
dition, and  Mr.  Astor’s  establishment  of  Astoria, 
recognised  by  Great  Britain  as  constituting  pos- 
session, and  also  right  of  continued  possession,  un- 
til the  title  should  be  definitively  adjusted.  Though 
these  several  claims  conflicted  with  each  other 
originally,  they  acquired  mutual  strength  in  the 
same  hands;  as  if  three  persons  claim  the  same 
estate,  one  by  deed  or  devise,  another  by  inheri- 
tance, and  a third  by  possession,  the  union  of  all  in 
one  person  by  purchase  or  otherwise  would  result 
in  the  best  of  titles.  Thus  much,  treating  it  as  a 
dominion  founded  on  discovery  and  exploration, 
and  partial  occupation. 
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But,  in  another  point  of  view,  this  combination 
of  titles  becomes  yet  more  important.  Having 
planted  her  foot  on  the  shore  of  Hudson’s  bay, 
Great  Britain  claims  against  all  the  world  that  she 
may  stretch  the  other  to  the  Rocky  mountains;  and 
the  claim  is  admitted  by  the  rest  of  the  world. 
Nay,  it  is  from  Hudson’s  bay  that  her  establish- 
ments have  extended  across  the  continent.  Sir 
Alexander  Mackenzie  led  the  way  in  1793,  and 
the  northwest  company  and  the  Hudson’s  Bay  com- 
pany followed  in  it,  until  they  had  gradually  in- 
truded themselves  into  the  valley  of  the  Columbia, 
not  from  the  Pacific,  but  proceeding  from  the  At- 
lantic; and  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  the  British  sub- 
jects dwelling  beyond  the  Rocky  mountains  de- 
pends this  day  in  the  courts  of  Upper  Canada,  by 
the  acts  of  parliament  of  43  Geo.  Ill,  ch.  131  and  1 
and  2 Geo.  IV,  ch.  66.  Which  is  in  conformity 
with  the  fact  hereinbefore  stated,  that,  prior  to  the 
treaty  of  Paris,  the  English  government  claimed 
and  granted  to  the  Pacific  by  virtue  of  her  posses- 
sions in  New  England  and  Virginia. 

And  a pretension  of  this  nature,  however  extra- 
vagant it  may  seem  at  the  first  blush,  grows  out  of 
the  necessities  of  self-preservation.  Great  Britain, 
when  she  gained  a lodgment  on  the  coast  of  the  At- 
lantic, readily  saw',  and  her  colonies  soon  learned 
by  disastrous  experience,  how  dangerous  it  would 
be  to  them  to  have  a hostile  foreign  power  establish 
itself  behind  them.  For  the  same  reason  that  it  was 
important  to  the  British  colonies  to  exclude,  if  they 
might,  any  power  from  talcing  possession  in  their 
rear,  it  was  important  to  the  French  colonies  on  the 
Mississippi  to  prevent  any  other  power  from  estab- 
lishing itself  in  their  own  rear.  Hence  they  claim- 
ed, and  rightfully,  according  to  the  received  law  of 
nations,  to  have  the  exclusive  dominion,  and  the 
right  of  excluding  the  entrance  of  any  foreign  colo- 
nization westward  of  them,  until  they  should  reach 
some  other  European  power  having  a better  title 
than  theirs;  and  west  of  them  there  was  none  such 
except  Spain. 

And  the  precise  extent  of  prolongation  by  conti- 
guity, to  which  an  actual  settlement  gives  right, 
must  have  some  relation  to  the  magnitude  and  po- 
pulation of  that  settlement,  and  to  the  facility  with 
which  adjoining  vacant  lands  may  promise  to  be  oc- 
cupied and  cultivated  by  such  a population,  as  com  - 
pared  with  any  to  come  from  elsewhere;  and  this  in 
addition  to  the  considerations  of  national  security. 

Important  as  these  principles  were  to  the  infant 
colonies  of  France  and  Britain,  and  strong  as  are  the 
claims  of  this  nature  we  derive  from  the  treaties  of 
those  two  powers,  those  principles  are  yet  more  im- 
portant, and  those  claims  stronger,  ip  reference  to 
the  existing  state  of  North  America,  and  our  own 
position  as  the  leading  power  of  this  continent.  Who 
shall  undertake  to  define  the  limits  of  the  expansi- 
bility of  the  population  of  the  United  States?  Does 
it  not  now  flow  westward  with  the  never-ceasing 
advance  of  a rising  tide  of  the  sea?  Along  a line  of 
more  than  a thousand  miles  from  the  lakes  to  the 
gulf  of  Mexico,  perpetually  moves  forward  the 
western  frontier  of  the  United  States.  Here,  stretch- 
ed along  the  whole  length  of  this  line,  is  the  van- 
guard, as  it  were,  of  the  onward  march  of  the  Anglo 
American  race,  advancing,  it  has  been  calculated, 
at  the  average  rate  of  about  half  a degree  of  longi- 
tude each  succeeding  year.  Occasionally,  an  ob- 
stacle presents  itself,  in  some  unproductive  region 
of  country;  or  some  Indian  tribe;  the  column  is 
checked;  its  wings  incline  towards  each  other;  it 
breaks;  but  it  speedily  reunites  again  beyond  the  ob- 
stacle, and  resumes  its  forward  progress,  ever  facing 
and  approaching  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  remotest 
regions  of  the  west.  This  movement  goes  on  with 
predestined  certainty,  and  the  unerring  precision  of 
the  great  works  of  eternal  Providence,  rather  than 
as  an  act  of  feeble  man.  Another  generation  may 
see  the  settlements  of  our  people  diffused  over  the 
Pacific  slopes  of  the  Rocky  mountains.  It  is  idle  to 
suppose  any  new  colony  to  be  sent  out  from  Great 
Britain  will  or  can  establish  itself  in  the  far  west, 
ultimately  to  stand  in  competition  with  this  great 
movement  of  the  population  and  powerofthe  United 
States.  Nor  should  any  attempt  at  such  competition 
be  countenanced  by  us.  For  if  the  safety  of  the  few 
thousands  of  British  settlers  on  the  Atlantic,  or  of 
French  settlers  on  the  Mississippi,  required  the  ex- 
tension of  their  exclusive  sovereignty  to  a certain 
degree  west,  how  far  shall  that  extension  not  be  de- 
manded for  the  safety  of  the  millions  of  the  United 
States,  who  already  occupy  in  full  and  undisputed 
sovereignty,  and  overspread  with  their  teeming  po- 
pulation, and  unite  in  the  bonds  of  one  great  and 
glorious  political  society,  the  whole  of  the  vast  val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri. 

At  a contingency  the  most  delicate  in  the  affairs 
of  this  continent,  Mr.  Monroe  issued  his  celebrated 
declaration,  that,  while  the  United  States  continued 


neutral  and  impartial  in  the  contests  of  the  European 
powers  among  themselves,  it  was  otherwise  in  re- 
gard lo  their  movements  in  this  hemisphere;  that  the 
United  States  would  consider  an  attempt  on  their 
part  to  extend  their  peculiar  political  systems  to  any 
part  of  the  new  world  as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and 
safety;  and  that  we  could  not  view  a voluntary  inter- 
position of  theirs  in  the  affairs  of  the  new  republics 
of  America  with  indifference,  or  in  any  other  light 
than  as  the  manifestation  .of  an  unfriendly  disposi- 
tion towards  the  United  States. — f Message , Decem- 
ber 2,  1S33.) 

This  declaration,  it  is  well  known,  had  the  most 
important  immediate  effects  at  the  time  of  its  utter- 
ance, when  certain  of  the  European  powers  con- 
templated a forcible  interference  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Spanish  colonies  in  America.  It  has  deservedly 
come  to  be  regarded  as  an  essential  compotent  part 
of  the  international  law  of  the  new  world.  ( Whea- 
ton's Inter,  law,  p.  88).  Alid  great  as  the  force  of  it 

is,  when  applied  to  the  precise  case  which  called  for 

it,  still  greater  is  it  when  considered  in  its  applica- 
tion to  the  case  of  an  attempton  the  part  of  any  Eu- 
ropean power  to  found  new  colonies  in  North  Ame- 
rica in  parts  not  yet  occupied.  It  has  been  the  hap- 
py fortune  of  the  United  States  to  free  itself,  by  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  from  the  pre- 
sence of  European  colonies  on  our  southern  and 
western  frontiers.  The  possessions  of  Great  Britain 
now  overhang  the  United  States  along  their  vast 
northern  frontier  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. — 
South  of  that  line,  the  whole  continent,  from  the 
great  lakes  to  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  is  occupied 
by  Americans,  by  children  of  the  soil,  by  govern- 
ments independent  of  Europe.  And  it  is  due  alike 
to  our  highest  interests  and  to  our  honor  to  have  it 
universally  understood,  that  neither  Great  Britain, 
nor  any  other  European  power,  is  any  longer  to  con- 
sider the  unsettled  parts  of  the  continent,  adjoining 
the  settlements  of  the  United  S'ates,  in  the  nature  of 
unoccupied  lands  for  the  reception  of  European  co- 
lonies. If  Great  Britain  had  any  pretext  to  claim 
the  territory  of  Oregon  as  a part  of  her  possessions 
on  the  lakes,  of  her  existing  colonies,  it  would  be 
otherwise.  But  she  does  not.  She  distinctly  puts 
her  claim  to  Oregon  on  Ihe  ground  that  it  is  unoc- 
cupid  territory,  just  like  Virginia  or  Massachusetts 
before  she  colonised  them;  and  that  as  unoccupied 
savage  territory  she  may  now  colonise  the  Columbia 
rivei;  and  that  it  is  part  of  a colony  now  possessed 
by  her,  but  country  in  which  she  has  the  right  at 
this  day  to  found  a new  colony. 

“Great  Britain  considered  the  whole  of  the  unoc- 
cupied parts  of  America  as  being  open  to  her  future 
settlements,  as  heretotore.  They  included  within 
these  parts  as  well  that  portion  of  the  northwest 
coast  lying  between  the  42d  and  51st  degrees  of  la- 
titude as  any  other  parts.  The  principle  of  coloni- 
sation on  that  coast,  or  elsew'here,  on  any  portions 
of  those  continents  not  yet  occupied,  Great  Britain 
was  not  prepared  to  relinquish.” — (Mr.  Bush's  let- 
ter, Jug.  12,  1824.) 

This  pretension  the  committee  deem  to  be  inad- 
missible, and  prejudicial  to  the  rights,  the  security, 
and  the  peace  of  the  United  States. 

There  is  a class  of  reasons  applicable  to  this  point 
which  is  every  day  acquiring  more  and  more  force. 
It  is  the  situation  of  the  Indians  in  the  interior  of 
the  continent.  It  has  at  all  times  been  the  policy  of 
Great  Britain — a policy  little  in  keeping  with  her 
ostentation  of  humanity'  in  regard  to  the  black  race 
— to  keep  the  red  men  under  subsidy  to  her,  so  as  to 
have  them  always  ready  to  bring  into  the  field 
against  the  United  States.  At  the  epoch  of  the  re- 
volution, we  proposed  that  the  Indians  should  be 
suffered  to  remain  neutral;  but  England  refused. — 
She  has  kept  them  under  arms,  or  in  a semi-hostile 
state,  against  us,  more  or  less  constantly,  from  that 
day  to  this.  Our  commissioners  at  Ghent  proposed 
an  agreement  for  the  perpetual  neutrality  of  the  In- 
dians; but  England  again  refused  it.  The  persever- 
ance of  Great  Britain  in  this  policy  has  been  deplo- 
rably injurious  to  us;  and  its  effects  are  written  with 
the  scalping-knife  and  the  brand  of  the  Indian,  in 
letters  of  blood  and  fire,  in  tiie  history  of  the  south- 
ern and  western  slates.  And  this,  the  unholy  policy 
of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  has  done 
more  than  any  and  every'  other  cause  united,  to 
waste,  degrade,  and  barbarise  them,  so  as  to  render 
them  a curse  alike  to  us  and  to  themselves.  By  the 
ac  ^uisition  of  Florida,  the  influence  of  the  British 
over  the  Indians  of  the  United  States  was  shut  out 
from  the  south:  but  it  still  operates  unchecked,  and 
is  fostered  and  kept  alive  by  regular  government 
subsidies  in  the  northwest;  and  is  exerted  without 
any  counteraction  among  the  Indians  of  the  remote 
west,  and  will  continue  to  be  exerted,  in  all  respects 
to  our  loss  and  injury,  until  the  Hudson’s  bay  com- 
pany is  expejled  from  the  territory  of  Oregon,  and  it 
is  possessed  in  full  and  indisputed  sovereignty  by 
the  United  States. 


e:In  conclusion  of  this  branch  of  their  instructions, 
it  only  remains  for  the  committee  to  advert  to  cer- 
tain particular  facts  in  the  present  political  relations 
of  the  territory  of  Oregon,  confirmatory  of  and  con- 
nected with  the  general  considerations  they  have 
suggested. 

Great  Britain  had  very  much  distinguished  herself 
at  an  early  period,  by  voyages  of  discovery  in  the 
seas  to  the  northeast  of  this  continent.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  she  acquired  territorial  rights  on  the 
shores  of  Hudson’s  bay,  which  at  the  congress  of 
Utrecht  were  formeily  acknowledged  by  France,  as 
before  stated.  The  extent  of  this  territory  was  not 
then,  nor  until  long  afterwards,  definitively  settled. 
Meanwhile,  among  the  corrupt  monopolies  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  II  was  the  grant  of  a charter  to  the 
“adventurers  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company.”  Their 
declared  and  proper  objects  were,  of  course,  naviga- 
tion, and  trade  in  the  furs,  fish,  or  other  productions 
of  Hudson’s  bay.  Exploration  was,  indeed,  one  of 
the  benefits  anticipated  from  the  company;  but  the 
company  itself  proved  for  more  than  a century  to  be 
the  great  obstacle  to  exploration,  or  in  the  emphatic 
language  of  the  London  Quarterly  Review,  (a  com- 
petent witness  on  such  a point),  “from  the  moment 
this  body  of  ‘adventurers’  was  instituted,  the  spirit 
of  ‘adventure’  died  away;  and  every  succeeding  ef- 
fort was  palsied  by  the  baneful  influence  of  a mo- 
nopoly, of  which  the  discovery  of  a northwest  pas- 
sage was  deemed  the  forerunner  of  destruction.” 
This  company  is  to  America  precisely  what  the 
East  India  company  is  to  Asia.  It  has  been  suffered 
to  extend  its  power  from  Labrador  southwestwardly 
to  Lake  Superior,  thence  along  the  ligne  des  versants 
of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri,  and  so  sweeping 
around  by  the  base  of  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the 
Slave  lake  ,and  thence  back  to  the  extreme  northeast- 
ern shores  of  the  Atlantic.  A glance  at  the  map  will 
show  the  vast  extent  of  these  imperial  dominions. 
( Bouchetle’s  Br.  Dom.  vol.  1,  p.  32  ) When,  by  the 
aid  of  the  anglo-American  provinces,  Great  Britain 
had  subdued  Canada,  this  did  become  incorporated 
with  the  possessions  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company. 
On  the  contrary,  when  the  independence  ofthe  Unit- 
ed  States  gave  rise  to  new  relations  in  the  north- 
west, the  Hudson’s  Bay  company  was  placed  by 
Britain  on  the  footing  of  an  independent  power;  and 
in  regulating  the  rights  of  mutual  transit  in  that 
quarter,  Jay’s  treaty  contains  this  clause:  “The 

country  within  the  limits  ofthe  Hudson’s  Bay  com- 
pany only  excepted.”  That  is  to  say.  W'hen  the  ter- 
ritorial or  commercial  rights  of  the  United  States  are 
to  be  restricted,  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company  is  put 
forward  as  an  independent  foreign  state.  So  also  i3 
it,  when  there  is  opportunity  or  occasion  to  extend 
British  rights  in  competition  with  ours;  as  in  dealings 
with  the  Indians  it  has  repeatedly  happened,  where 
the  acts  of  the  company  have  atall  limes  been  greatly 
injurious  to  the  United  States.  But,  on  the  contra- 
ry, if  the  United  States,  or  any  other  power,  seeks  to 
repress  the  pretensions  of  the  company,  it  is  no  longer 
left  by  Great  Britain  to  stand  on  its  own  bottom  as 
a political  community,  but  is  taken  under  the  wing 
of  the  British  government.  This,  indeed,  we  know, 
is  the  precise  mode  in  which  the  East  India  com- 
pany has  been  made  the  instrument  of  conquering 
the  hundred  millions  ot  Hindostan. 

After  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company  had  lor  a length 
of  time  lorded  it  in  sole  supremacy  over  the  Indians 
of  the  extensive  region  claimed  by  it,  there  sprung 
up  a competitor  of"  its  profitable  fur-trade  in  the 
Northwest  company  of  Montreal.  These  two  com- 
panies did  not  scruple  to  engage  in  eonlinual  feuds, 
growing  out  of  jealousies  of  trade  and  mutual  com- 
plaints of  vio  ated  privileges;  nay,  they  actually 
waged  hostilities  one  against  the  other  in  the  guise 
of  sovereign  states;  rendering  the  interior  of  the 
continent  a scene  or  rapine,  outrage  and  bloodshed. 
Earl  of  Selkirk,  claims,  &c.) 

These  empire  companies,  and  their  traders,  trap- 
pers and  agents,  have  been  the  immediate  instru- 
ments of  much  of  that  perpetual  intermeddling  of 
Great  Britain  with  the  Indians  ofthe  United  States, 
which,  from  1775  to  the  present  day,  has  never  ceased 
to  be  practised  to  our  injury,  and  the  fruits  of  which 
were  seen  in  every  one  of  the  disasters  of  the  west 
and  northwest,  from  the  massacres  of  Wyoming 
and  Cherry  valley  and  the  defeats  of  Harmar  and  St. 
Clair  to  the  later  eneterprises  of  Tecumseh  and  of 
Black  Hawk. 

This  latter  company,  (the  Northwest  company,  so 
called),  it  was,  which  fraudulently  obtained  posses- 
sion of  Astoria  in  1812,  and  hoisted  the  British  flag 
on  the  Columbia,  (Irvings  Jsloria.)  Its  differences 
w'ith  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company  were  at  length  ad- 
justed; in  1S21  the  two  companies  became  one,  con- 
tinuing to  act  under  the  charter  of  the  Hudson’s 
Bay  company;  and,  by  act  of  parliament,  the  compa- 
ny received  a grant  of  civil  jurisdiction,  which  it 
now  exercises  at  all  its  establishments.  That  is,  the 
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Hudson's  Bay  company  is  the  medium  through  which 
Great  Britain  exercises  exclusive  civil  jurisdiction 
over  all  the  territory  of  Oregan,  in  which  it  is  conce.d- 
ed,  on  all  hands,  our  rights  are  at  least  equal  to  hers. 
Nor  civil  jurisdiction  only.  It  is  known  by  the  olfi- 
cial  report  of  Mr.  Slacum,  who  recently  visited  the 
territory  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
company  has,  in  addition  to  a number  of  minor  fac- 
tories, one  at  Vancouver,  on  the  Columbia,  which  is 
in  all  respects  a military  post,  though,  like  the  Se- 
poys and  other  troops  of  Hindostan,  the  garrison 
consists  of  the  servants  of  the  company,  not  of  offi- 
cers and  men  bearing  the  queen’s  commission.  Of 
other  establishments  of  the  company,  (which  are  in 
name  as  in  fact  forts),  there  are  known  to  be  Fort 
Umqua  on  the  Umqua;  Fort  George,  Fort  Nez 
Perces,  Fort  Okanaqua,  Fort  Colville  and  Koolante 
fort,  besides  Fort  Vancouver,  on  the  Columbia,  or 
its  branches;  and  Fort  Nasqually,  south  of  the  strait 
of  Juan  de  Fuca. 

To  prove  these  general  facts,  and  also  to  show  the 
effect  of  them,  a few  authentic  statements  follow 
lrom  persons  of  approved  authority. 

The  president’s  message,  of  the  23d  of  December, 
1937,  contains  this  information: 

“The  Hudson’s  Bay  company  have  also  several 
•depots,  situated  on  watercourse,  in  the  interior  of 
the  country;  the  principal  one  is  at  Fort  Vancouver, 
on  the  northern  bank  of  the  Columbia  river,  about 
eighty  or  one  hundred  miles  from  its  mouth.  It  is 
knowm,  by  information  recently  obtained,  that  the 
English  company  have  a steamboat  on  this  river, 
and  that  they  have  a saw-mill,  and  are  cutting  tim- 
ber on  the  territory  claimed  by  the  United  States, 
and  are  shipping  it  in  considerable  quantities  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands.” 

Mr.  Cambreleng,  in  a letter  to  Mr.  Benton  of  the 
12th  January,  1S29,  says: 

“I  have  in  my  possession  the  actual  returns  of 
the  furs  collected  by  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company  for 
the  year  1828,  which,  according  to  a valuation  made 
by  one  who  has  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  trade, 
amount  to  $894,879  85.  The  shares  of  that  com- 
pany'have  increased  from  £60,  or  40  per  cent,  be- 
low par,  to  £240  sterling,  or  140  per  cent,  above 
par.  The  business  of  the  company  has  continued 
to  increase  at  the  rate  of  from  60,000  to  $100,000 
annually.  The  prosperous  condition  of  the  Hud- 
son’s Bay  company  may  be  attributed,  in  some 
measure,  to  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  British 
traders,  who  procure  their  manufactures  without 
duty,  while  the  American  traders  pay  40  pep  cent, 
and  upwards;  and  who  can  send  their  furs  to  the 
American  market,  while  our  traders  pay  a duty  in 
the  British  market.  But  the  most  important  advan- 
tage enjoyed  by  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company  is  the 
admirable  -harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia, 
which  we  virtually  and  unfortunately  granted  them 
by  our  treaty  of  1818.  That  settlement  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river  is  now  the  centre  of  an 
immense  trade  in  furs,  and,  unless  we  take  some 
step  to  place  our  traders  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
British  and  secure  to  the  former  the  privilege  of 
trading  in  safety  within  our  own  dominions  at  least, 
our  Indian  trade  must  decline,  and  we  must  make 
up  our  minds  to  surrender  the  whole  Indian  country 
to  Great  Britain.”  [ Sen . doc.  1828-’29,  No.  67. 

Mr.  Irving  says: 

“Though  the  [Hudson’s  Bay]  company,  by  treaty, 
have  a right  to  a participation  only  in  the  trade  of  these 
regions,  [beyond  the  Rocky  mountains],  and  are, 
in  fact,  but  tenants  in  sufference;  yet  have  they 
quietly  availed  themselves  of  the  original  oversight, 
and  subsequent  supineness  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, to  establish  a monopoly  ot  the  trade  of  the 
river  [Columbia]  and  its  dependencies;  and  are 
adroitly  proceeding  to  fortify  themselves  in  their 
usurpation  by  securing  all  the  strong  points  of  the 
country. 

“Nor  is  it  likely  the  latter  [the  American  traders] 
will  ever  be  to  maintain  any  footing  in  the  land,  un- 
til the  question  of  territorial  right  is  adjusted  be- 
tween the  two  counl lies.  The  sooner  that  takes 
plaee,  the  better.  It  is  a question  too  serious  to  na- 
tional pride,  if  not  to  national  interest,  to  be  slurred 
over;  and  every  year  is  adding  to  the  difficulties 
which  environ  it. 

“The  resources  of  the  country  * * in  the  hands 
of  America,  enjoying  a direct  trade  with  the  East 
Indies,  would  be  brought  into  quickening  activity, 
and  might  soon  realize  the  dream  of  Mr.  Astor,  in 
giving  rise  to  a flourishing  commercial  empire.” 

[ Rocky  Mountains,  vol.  2. 

The  plans  of  Great  Britain  in  respect  to  this 
country  are  shadowed  forth  by  sir  Alexander  Mac- 
kenzie, as  follows: 

“But,  whatever  course  may  be  taken  from  the  At- 
lantic, the  Columbia  is  the  line  of  communication 
from  the  Pacific  ocean  pointed  out  by  nature,  as  it 
is  the  only  navigable  river  in  the  whole  extent  of 
Vancouver’s  minute  survey  of  that  coast.  Its  banks, 


also,  form  the  first  level  country  in  all  the  southern 
extent  of  continental  coast  from  Cook’s  entry,  and, 
consequently,  the  most  northern  situation  fit  tor  co- 
lonization, and  suitable  for  the  residence  of  a civiliz- 
ed people.  By  opening  this  intercourse  between 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  and  forming  regular 
establishments  through  the  interior,  and  at  both  ex- 
tremes, as  well  as  along  the  coasts  and  islands, 
the  entire  command  of  the  fur  trade  of  North  Ame- 
rica might  be  obtained  from  latitude  48  degrees 
north,  to  the  pole,  except  that  portion  of  it  which 
the  Russians  have  in  the  Pacific.  To  this  may  be 
added  the  fishery  in  both  seas,  and  the  nmrkets  of 
the  four  quarters  of  the  globe.  Such  would  be  the 
field  for  commercial  enterprise;  and  incalculable 
would  be  the  produce  of  it,  when  supported  by  the 
operations  of  that  credit  and  capital  which  Great 
Britain  so  pre-eminently  possesses.” 

[ Travels,  vol  2. 

To  which  the  same  writer  adds,  that  the  effect  of 
the  development  of  those  plans  would  be  the  com- 
plete exclusion  of  Americans  from  the  country,  and 
the  most  important  political  as  well  as  commercial 
advantages  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  committee  will  have  occasion  to  submit  to  the 
house  additional  information  on  these  points,  when 
they  dispose  of  that  part  of  their  instructions  which 
refers  to  the  statistical  condition  and  political  value 
of  the  country  of  Oregon.  It  is  sufficient  for  the 
immediate  purpose  to  have  demonstrated  that  the 
plan  of  the  Brilish  to  put  an  end  to  American  enter- 
prise in  the  valley  of  the  Columbia  has  succeeded. 

Still,  this  object  has  been  accomplished  under  the 
shelter  of  a convention,  which  provides  that  the 
country  of  Oregon,  together  with  its  harbors,  bays 
and  creeks,  and  the  navigation  of  all  rivers  within 
the  same,  shall  for  the  time  being  be  free  and  open 
to  the  vessels,  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two 
powers;  and  which  thus  professes  to  give  equal  ad- 
vantages to  the  people  of  each  nation,  and  to  pre- 
judge the  ultimate  rights  of  neither.  But  the  prac- 
tical effect  of  the  convention  is  the  reverse,  in  that 
nearly  all  the  present  advantages  are  enjoyed  by 
England,  and  the  ultimate  rights  of  the  United  States 
are  seriously  endangered. 

This  arises  from  the  peculiar  organization  of  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  company,  which  now  in  fact  rules 
over  the  whole  country,  and  has  exclusive  possession 
of  its  trade,  just /as  completely  as  the  East  India 
company  in  Hindostan  at  the  period  of  its  early  con- 
quests there,  when  it  was  a close  corporation,  and 
independent  of  the  control  of  the  king’s  ministers. 
Individual  traders  and  ordinary  commercial  compa- 
nies cannot  stand  against  it.  They  cannot  compete 
in  resources  with  this  great  empire  corporation. — 
Besides  which,  a powerful  incorporated  company 
like  this,  having  exclusive  privileges  of  trade  by 
charter,  and  those  privileges  conveying  territory  as 
appurtenant  to  trade — a monster  and  an  anomaly  in 
its  nature  as  it  is — such  a company  is  in  itself  to  all 
intent  and  purposes  a territorial  government.  It  has 
all  the  civil  and  all  the  military  machinery  of  govern- 
ment. Nay,  more.  The  act  of  parliament  already 
referred  to  gives  to  the  courts  of  Upper  Canada  the 
same  civil  jurisdiction,  in  all  respects,  within  the 
parts  of  America  not  within  the  limits  of  Lower  or 
Upper  Canada,  nor  of  any  civil  government  of  the 
United  States,  as  they  have  within  the  limits  of  Up- 
per Canada.  England  may  appoint  justices  of  the 
peace,  or  constitute  other  inferior  courts  in  those 
parts.  There  is  no  provision  in  the  act  to  except 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  country  claimed  by 
the  United  States,  from  this  jurisdiction.  And 
these  provisions  are  precisely  applicable  to  the  coun- 
try beyond  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  to  that  only; 
and  there  is  no  other  part  of  America  to  which  they 
do  apply.  This,  indeed,  is  well  understood  by  Ame- 
rican citizens  in  Oregon  to  be  the  fact,  as  the  com- 
mittee have  been  expressly  informed.  So  that  the 
Hudson’s  Bay  company  not  only  monopolizes  the 
trade  of  Oregon,  but  may  control  the  inhabitants, 
and  even  send  them  to  Upper  Canada  to  be  tried  for 
imputed  offences. 

The  privileges  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company 
operate  injuriously  in  another  respect.  Experience 
has  shown  the  necessity  of  military  posts  among  the 
Indians.  The  company  accordingly  has  its  great 
posts,  and  its  lesser  forts,  all  of  them  British  milita 
ry  posts,  in  fact,  but  with  the  peculiarity,  that  its 
flag  not  being  the  queen’s  flag,  the  government  is 
enabled  to  pursue  the  disingeneous  course  of  claim- 
ing lights  and  territory  in  virtue  of  acts  performed 
by  it,  while  in  the  same  breath  disavowing  all  go- 
vernment responsibility  for  those  acts.  But  the 
United  States  has  no  military  post  there.  It  has 
no  gigantic  company,  like  that  of  Hudson’s  bay,  to 
be  put  forward  to  act  the  ambiguous  and  insidi- 
ous part  of  a government,  or  of  private  individuals, 
as  the  policy  of  state  may  render  most  convenient. 
If  it  establishes  a post,  it  must  do  so  openly  and 
aboveboard,  in  its  own  name.  But  this  Great  Bri- 


tain objects  to,  so  that  still  the  monopoly  of  trade 
and  of  civil  and  military  power  shall  be  held  by  her 
indirectly,  through  the  means  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
company. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  ground  of 
distinction  ought  to  be  no  longer  admitted  by  the 
United  States.  So  long  as  Great  Britain  takes  to 
herself  the  fruits  of  the  operations  of  these  empire 
coporations,  and  the  millions  of  subjects  they  con- 
quer, and  the  vast  realms  they  subdue,  are  governed 
and  held  for  her  advantage,  she  ought  not  be  per- 
mitted to  set  up  any  distinction,  in  her  dealings 
with  a foreign  state,  between  their  acts  and  hers. 
So  far  as  regards  the  rights  or  the  safety  of  that  fo- 
reign state,  a military  post  established  by  the  East 
India  company  or  the  Hudson’s  Bay  company  is  a 
military  post  established  by  Great  Britain.  Not  to 
perceive  this,  is  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  system  of 
operations  by  means  of  which  Great  Britain  has 
built  up  the  stupendous  fabric  of  her  power  in  the 
east  and  the  west. 

The  injustice  done  to  the  United  States  by  the 
double  use  which  Great  Britain  makes  of  the  Hud-, 
son’s  Bay  company,  was  strongly  urged  by  Mr. 
Gallatin,  in  his  conferences  with  the  British  minis- 
ters on  the  subject  in  1826  and  1827.  The  British 
ministers  were  not  insensible  to  the  force  of  his  ob- 
jections. And  the  following  passage  of  Mr.  Galla- 
tin’s letter  of  December  20,  1826,  is  importaat  iD  its 
bearing  upon  the  question  of  what  legislation  cor- 
gress  may  adopt  without  infringement  of  the  treaty 
relations  of  the  two  powers: 

“The  establishment  of  a distinct  territorial  go- 
vernment on  the  west  side  of  the  Stony  mountains 
would  also  be  objected  to  as  an  attempt  to  exercise 
exclusive  sovereignty.  I observed  that  although 
the  northwest  company  might,  from  its  being  in- 
corporated, from  the  habits  of  the  men  they  employ- 
ed, and  from  having  a monopoly  with  respect  to 
trade,  so  far  as  British  subjects  were  concerned, 
carry  on  a species  of  government,  without  the  as- 
sistance of  that  of  Great  Britain,  it  was  otherwise 
with  us.  Our  population  there  would  consist  of 
several  independent  companies  and  individuals. — 
We  had  always  been  in  the  habit,  in  our  most  re- 
mote settlements,  of  carrrying  laws,  courts  and  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  w'ith  us.  There  was  an  absolute 
necessity  on  our  part,  to  have  some  species  of  go- 
vernment. Without  it,  the  kind  of  sovereignty,  or 
rather  jurisdiction  which  it  was  intended  to  admit, 
could  not  be  exercised  on  our  part.  It  was  suggest- 
ed, and  seemed  to  be  acquesced  in,  that  the  difficul- 
ty might  be  obviated,  provided  the  erection  of  a 
new  territory  was  not  confined  exclusively  to  the 
territory  west  of  the  mountains;  that  it  should  be 
defined  as  embracing  all  the  possessions  of  the 
United  States  west  of  a line  that  should  be  at  some 
distance  from,  and  east  of,  the  Stony  mountains.” 

It  may  deserve  consideration  whether  this  sug- 
gestion should  not  be  acted  upon  by  congress;  since 
it  would  be  doing  no  more  than  what  Great  Bri- 
tain had  already  done  by  act  of  1 & 2 Geo.  IV. 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  subjoin,  that  in  the 
course  of  this  report  they  have  not  undertaken  to 
raise  any  novel  pretensions  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States.  They  have  relied  on  the  grounds  of  right  al- 
leged by  every  American  statesman, who  has  had  oc- 
casion to  examine  the  subject,  from  the  time  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  to  the  present  day;  referring  more  es- 
pecially to  the  instructions,  correspondence  and 
despatches  of  Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Rush, 
Mr  Clay,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr.  Lawrence,  and  the 
reports  of  M.  Floyd,  Mr.  Baylies  and  Mr.  Linn; 
and  superadding  only  such  further  illustrations, 
facts  and  arguments,  as  the  personal  research  of  the 
committee  has  brought  to  their  knowledge.  They 
propose,  in  a future  report,  to  present  to  the  house 
the  statistical  facts  and  considerations  called  for  by 
their  instructions;  and  meantime,  as  the  result  of 
their  immediate  deliberations  they  submit  the  ac- 
companying bill,  the  adoption  of  which  they  recom- 
mend to  the  house. 

A bill  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the  citizens 

of  the  United  States  residing  in  the  Oregon  ter- 
ritory, or  trading  on  the  Columbia  river  or  its 

tributaries. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repsenla- 
iives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  employ 
such  portion  of  the  army  and  navy  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  persons  and 
property  of  such  citizens  of  the  United  States  as 
may  reside  in  the  territory  of  Oregon,  or  as  are 
employed  in  commerce  on  the  Columbia  river,  its 
tributaries  and  on  its  marine  coast. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 

of dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any 

money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  carry  into  effect  the  foregoing  section. 

I [This  bill  was  not  acted  upon  by  the  house.] 
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Astronimical  observatory.  John  Quincy  Adams  re- 
commends that  lire  interest  of  the  money  from  the 
Smithsonian  bequest  be  expended'  in  founding  at 
Washington  an  astronomical  observatory. 

Abbalioue.  The  following  sketch  of  a Paris  abbat- 
toire  is  ox. rated  from  a letter  from  Europe: 

“I  visited  yesterday  an  abbattoire,  or  slaughter  house, 
of  which  there  are  five,  under  the  direction  of  the  police. 
They  are  large,  airy  and  remarkably  clean.  In  this 
there  were  23  piles  of  buildings  within  a walk  of  645 
by  570  feet.  Cattle,  on  entering  the  city,  are  immedi- 
ately taken  to  them,  and  kept  at  the  butcher’s  cost, 
who  pays  a duty  of  6 francs  per  ox  for  the  right  to  kill 
there;  this,  with  other  duties  on  tallow,  <& c.  produces 
one  million  of  francs  annually.  In  this  single  estab- 
lishment the  weekly  return  of  killed  is  about  400  oxen, 
300  cows,  600  calves,  2,000  sheep,  considering  which 
the  cleanliness  is  remarkable.  The  same  amount  kill- 
ed in  private  sheds  and  stables,  as  with  us,  would  pro- 
duce much  that  was  offensive,  and  perhaps,  cause 
sickness.  Here,  stone  floors,  abundance  of  water, 
ventilation;  flow  of  blood  immediately  from  the  neck 
to  a subterranean  conduit,  with  strict  attention  to  clean- 
liness, leaves  little  to  shock  even  a transient  observer. 
Their  dexterity  in  wielding  the  sledge,  and  opening  the 
vital  artery,  is  remarkable. 

Beets.  L’lmpartial,  a Valenciennes  paper,  gravely 
announces  the  following:  “The  manufacturers  of  na- 
tive sugar  are  saved.  Beet  root  is  about  to  rise  again 
more  triumphant  than  ever.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
Nord  will  indeed,  make  no  more  sugar,  but  they  have 
just  found  out  that  beet  root  can  make  the  most  deli- 
cious wines.  The  beet  root  wines  will  be  superior  in 
quality  to  all  the  southern  wines.  The  vine  is  done 
for,  and  beet  root  takes  its  place.  This  is  not  a mere 
invention.  We  know  on  good  authority  that  the  niay- 
or  of  Artres  is  a member  of  the  company  which  is 
about  to  turn  to  account  this  discovery,  which  is  to 
prove  a new  source  of  industry  to  our  district-” 

Hard  currency. — “Musket  balls  full  bore,”  were  a 
legal  tender  in  Massachusetts  in  1655,  “current  for  a 
farthing  a piece;  provided  that  no  man  be  compelled  to 
take  above  twelve  at  a lime  of  them.”  In  1680  the  town 
of  Hingham  paid  its  taxes  in  milk  pails. 

Emigration.  The  descriptions  in  Goldsmith’s  sweet 
poem  of  the  Deserted  Village,  although  at  the  lime  de- 
clared to  be  fabulous,  seem  about  to  be  realized  now. 
An  English  paper  says  that  in  Stockport,  2,000  cotta- 
ges are  vacant,  and  that  200  persons  have  left  that  town 
for  South  Australia  within  three  months. 

Mothers.  “What  is  wanting,’’  said  Napoleon,  “that 
the  youth  of  France  be  well  educated?”  “Mothers!” 
replied  Madame  Champan.  This  reply,  struck  the 
emperor.  “Here”  said  he,  “is  a system  of  education  in 
one  word!”  Be  it  your  care  to  train  up  mothers,  who 
shall  know  how  to  educate  their  children. 

[Aime  Martin. 

Speed.  A French  scientific  journal  states  that  the 
ordinary  rate  is,  per  second,  of  a man  walking,  4 feet;  of 
a good  horse,  in  harness,  12;  of  a reindeer,  in  a sledge, 
on  the  ice,  26;  of  an  English  racer  43;  of  a hare,  83;  of 
a good  sailing  ship,  14;  of  the  wind,  82;  of  a twenty-tour 
pounder  cannon  ball,  1,300;  of  the  air,  which,  so  divid- 
ed, returns  into  space,  1,300. 

Thorwaldsen  is  about  making  a burst  of  himself  for 
his  rich  patroness,  die  baroness  Stampe,  at  whose 
country  seat  he  is  staying,  and  where  she  has  built  him 
a new  atelier.  He  has  lately  visited  Hamburg  and 
other  places,  and  everywhere  been  received  en  tri- 
umphe. — The  landlords  all  refused  pay  from  him, 
and  the  peasantry  turned  out  to  crown  with  him  flow- 
ers. 

Lord  Brougham,  it  is  said,  designs  visiting  the  United 
States  the  ensuing  spring.  No  stranger  could  come 
amongst  us  -that  would  be  more  cordially  received. 
He  has  been  one  of  the  most  useful  men  of  the  age. 
Every  American  delights  to  honor  genius  and  inte- 
grity. 

Population.  The  population  of  the  world  is  estimat- 
ed at  730,000,000;  of  which  50,000,000  are  Roman  Ca- 
tholics; 120,000,000  Christians  of  other  sects;  9 000,000 
Jews,  and  140,000,000  Mahometans. 

It  will  be  seen  that  preparations  have  been  made  on 
a splendid  scale  for  opening  the  famed  Fauquier  White 
Sulpher  Springs  establishment. 

Slander.  A young  lady  in  Indiana  has  been  obliged 
to  pay  $5,000  for  slandering  one  of  her  own  sex. 

Geographical  discovery.  Mr.  Schomburck,  the  en- 
terprising traveller  in  British  Cuiana,  where  he  has 
been  employed  ior  the  last  four  years  as  the  agent  of  the 
RoyalGeographical  society,  anil  at  i lie  expense  of  their 
funds,  aided  by  a grant  lrom  government  has  just  re- 
turned to  England,  alter  an  absence  of  nearly  12  years. 
Following  in  the  steps  of  Dr.  Hancock,  Mr.  Hiilhouse 
and  others,  he  twice  ascended  the  river  EssFquibo, 
which  he  explored  to  its  sources  about  40  miles  north 
of  the  equator,  and  examined  the  Bcrbiceand  Coren- 
tyn  rivers.  During  his  last  journey,  in  which  he  was 
absent  (dr  two  years  in  the  interior,  he  crossed  the 
boundary  to  Fort  San  Joaquim,  in  the  Brazils,  and  by 
a westerly  course  travelled  to  Esmeralda,  on  the  Ori- 
noco; thereby  connecting  his  labors  with  those  of  baron 
Humboldt  in  1800,  and  materially  changing  the  posi- 
tion of  the  sources  of  that  river,  as  laid  down  in  all  our 
maps.  From  thence  he  again  ascended  the  Rio  Branco 
to  Ban  Joaqdim  completing  a circle  of  2,000  miles,  a 


great  part  of  which  was  through  a country  previously 
unknown.  Mr.  Schomhurck’a  communications  have 
often  formed  matters  of  interest  at  the  nfieelinfs  of  the 
Geograpiiipal  society,  and  he  lias  brought  over  with 
him  to  this  country  a valuable  herbarium,  and  a large 
collection  of  rare  specimens  of  natural  history,  the  pro- 
duce of  a country  almost  unknown  lo  Europeans.  . He 
is  also  accompanied  by  three  Indians  of  different  tribes 
from  the  interior,  and  has  brought  specimens  of  their 
arms,  implements  and  utensils.  Accounts  have  also 
been  received  from  Mr.  Gould,  who  has  left  Van  Die- 
man’s  land  for  southern  Australia,  having  already  col- 
lected about  S00  specimens  of  birds  and  70  of  quadru- 
peds, with  many  other  objects  of  interest  in  natural  his- 
tory. [English  paper. 

Fauntleroy.  A most  remarkable  fact  connected  with 
the  old  police,  we  understand  is  likely  soon  to  trans- 
pire in  an  official  shape.  When  Mr.  Plank,  the  officer, 
wailed  on  Fauntleroy,  who  suffered  for  forgery,  he  was 
asked  by  the  banker  if  he  could  not  take  his  word  for 
appearing  to  answer  the  charge.  “It  is  impossible,” 
was  the  reply.  The  banker  then  pointed  to  a box,  and 
intimated  .that  it  contained  £70,000,  which  he  might 
call  his  own  if  he  abandoned  his  duty.  The  answer 
and  the  result  need  not  be  stated.  [Sunday  Times. 

Oldest  house.  It  would  seem  that  the  oldest  house  in 
the  United  States,  so  far  as  can  be  accurately  ascertain- 
ed, is  now  standing  in  Old  Guilford,  Connecticut, 
which  was  built  in  the  year  1639;  consequently  it  is 
now  200  years  old.  It  is  of  hammered  stone,  and 
stands  on  a beautiful  rise  of  ground,  commanding  a 
delightful  view  of  the  Long  Island  sound  up  and  down, 
as  tar  as  the  eye  can  reach..  It  is  said  this  house  was 
built  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Whitefield,  who  led  the  settlers 
there  and  was  the  first  minister  at  Guilford. 

Steam  communication.  The  extraordinary  fact  was 
happily  commented  on  by  governor  Everett,  in  his 
speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Boston  and  Springfield 
rail  road,  that  when  the  line  of  steamers  shall  be  estab- 
lished between  Boston  and  Liverpool,  there  will  be  a 
continuous  length  of  artificial  communication,  almost 
wholly  by  steam,  from  the  western  shores  of  Lake 
Michigan  to  the  eastern  coasts  of  British  India — a dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  and  sixty  degrees  of  longitude, 
including  very  nearly  half  the  circuit  of  the  globe,  and 
the  whole  of  its  civilized  portion. 

Water:  The  vast  improvement  by  means  of  pipes 
conveying  water  to  every  house,  is  but  of  comparative- 
ly modern  date;  to  the  ancients  it  was  not  in  use,  at 
least  only  in  the  more  splendid  habitations  of  the  rich. 
The  larger  kind  of  iron  pipes  called  mains,  they  had  not 
discovered  the  means  to  fabricate.  Water  was  convey- 
ed to  their  cities  by  means  of  those  gigantic  aqueducts 
whose  ruins  are  the  admiration  of  posterity.  That  at 
Rome,  called  Nuo  Anio,  according  to  Frontibus  and 
Strabo,  was  six  miles  and  a half  in  length,  and  formed 
of  1,000  arches.  That  called  Aqua  Martia  was  taken 
from  the  Tiber,  and  was  thirty-eight  miles  in  length, 
and  brought  the  water  in  a wandering  course,  forty- 
three  miles,  part  of  it  having  a subterranean  channel. 
The  nine  earlier  aqueducts  distributed  into  Rome 
14,018  quinaria,  which  is  equal  to  28,000,000  cubic 
feet,  and  when  all  the  aqueducts  were  in  operation 
the  supply  must  have  exceeded  50,000,000  whidh,  put- 
ting the  population  at  4,000,000,  thirteen  cubic  feet, 
would  give  above  a hogshead  and  a half  of  water  to 
each  inhabitant. 

Dartmouth  college.  We  have  received  a catalogue 
of  the  officers  and  students  of  Dartmouth  college,  from 
which  we  learn  that  the  medical  students  at  present 
amount  to  77 — viz:  45  seniors  and  32  juniors.  The 
students  in  the  college  amount  to  321 — viz:  55  seniors, 
80  juniors,  103  sophomores  and  83  freshmen.  Total, 
303.  The  president  of  this  institution  is  Nathan  Lord, 


D.  D.  The  expenses  are  as  follows: 

Tuition,  $27  00 

Ordinary  incidentals,  3 24 

Library,  according  to  the  use  of  it. 
Room-rent,  average  8 50 

Board,  from  $1  00  to  $2  00  per  week; 

average  for  3S  weeks  57  00 

Wood,  lights  and  washing,  9 00 

Lectures  on  anatomy  and  chemistry,  1 50 


8106  24 

Room-rent,  wood  and  lights,  are  estimated  on  ihe 
supposition  that  two  students  occupy  a chamber. 

Other  incidental  expenses,  such  as  books  and  sta- 
tionery, furniture,  expenses  in  societies,  class-taxes, 
travelling  expenses,  &c.  vary  according  to  circumstan- 
ces, and  the  character  and  habits  of  the  students. 

Harvard  university.  From  a catalogue  just  published 
for  the  academical  year  1839-40,  we  copy  the  following 


summary  of  its  students: 

Theological  students,  17 

Law  students,  56 

Students  attending  medical  lectures,  85 
Resident  graduates,  2 — 190 

Under  graduates. 

Seniors,  44 

Juniors,  50 

Sophomores,  64 

Freshmen,  76 

University  students,  2—236 

Total,  426 


Its  number  of  professors  is  21,  besides  6 instructors 
and  tutors,  thus  affording  by  much  the  largest  source 
of  instruction  of  any  institution  in  the  country.  Its. li- 


brary, inclusive  of  society  libraries,  belonging  to  stu- 
dents, is  50,700.  Its  funds,  as  taken  from  the  treasu- 
rers report  of  1836,  amount  to  8679,053  34,  exclusive 
of  all  buildings  and  lands  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
rite  university  library,  pictures,  apparatus,  furniture, 
&c.  $223,392  71  of  which  is  left  for  the  unreserved  use 
of  the  college. 

A gentleman  recently  travelling  in  the'  country,  cal- 
led to  a boy,  “where  does  this  road  go  to  my  lad?” 
“Well,  I don’t  know  where  it  goes,  but  it’s  always  here 
when  I come  along.” 

Whitefield’s  eloquence.  An  officer  in  Glasgow  who 
had  heard  Mr.  Whitefield  preach  laid  a wager  with 
another  that  at  a certain  charity  setmon,  though  he 
went  with  prejudice,  he  would  be  compelled  to  give 
something.  The  other  to  make  sure  laid  all  the  money 
out  of  his  pockets,  before  he  left  the  church,  he  was 
glad  to  borrow  some  and  lose  his  bet.  On  another  oc- 
casion, Mr.  Whitefield  preached  in  behalf  of'  the  inha- 
bitants of  an  obscure  village  in  Germany,  which  had 
been  burnt  down  and  collected  for  them  six  hundred 
pounds.  After  the  sermon,  Whitefield  said,  “we  shall 
sing  a hymn,  during  which  thqse  who  do  not  chose  to 
give  their  mite  on  this  awful  occasion  may  sneak  off.” 
No  one  stirred:  he  got  down  from  the  pulpit  and  or- 
dered all  the  doors  to  be  shut  but  one,  at  which  he  held 
the  plate  himself  and  collected  the  above  sum. 

'Bout  ship.  A man  named  Charles  S.  Clark,  with 
six  others,  recently  went  under  the  command  of  a cap- 
tain White,  in  a schooner  from  Boston,  on  a mackerel 
hunt.  Clark  became  tired  of  the  sport,  as  in  twenty 
days  they  had  caught  iustfour  barrels.  One  night  when 
it  was  his  turn  at  the  helm,  and  all  hands  had  turned 
in,  a fine  breeze  sprung  up  and  he  steered  for  Boston. 
When  the  captain  came  on  d,eck  the  next  morning, 
and  had  rubbed  the  fog  out  of  his  eyes,  he  found  him- 
self within  sight  of  the  city.  He  sued  Clark  for  a re- 
volt, but  it  appearing  that  when  the  captain  found  him 
steering  towards  Boston  he  did  not  stop  him;  the  court 
decided  that  the  captain  had  not  exerted  all  the  au- 
thority vested  in  him,  and  Clark  was  discharged. 

Chinese  tree  corn.  There  has  been  a great  deal  of 
speculation  in  regard  to  the  distinctive  character  and 
value  of  tlie  Chinese  tree  corn,  and  the  expediency  of 
introducing  it  into  the  country.  Public  opinion,  with- 
out, however,  subjecting  the  corn  to  any  regular  or  ra- 
tional test,  has  pretty  generally  set  against  it;  and 
whether  it  is  likely  hereafter  to  be  received  into  favor, 
will  depend  on  future  experiments. 

An  ear  of  the  tree  com  has  been  left  at  this  office 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Dickinson,  of  Chestnut  Hill,  who  in- 
forms us  that  he  raised  724  ears  this  season  from  one 
small  ear  of  seed,  for  which  he  paid  25  cents;  that  many 
of  the  stalks  bore  three  and  four  ears;  and  that  it  was 
perfectly  ripe  by  the  first  of  September.  It  was  all 
very  fine — the  ear  sent  us  is  particularly  so — while 
the  space  occupied  by  the  rows  was  not  greater,  than 
that  of  ordinary  corn.  Mr.  D.  thinks  it  a profitable 
crop  to  raise,  and  intends,  another  year,  to  give  it  a fair 
trial.  [Germantown  Telegraph. 

Unparalleled  speed.  One  of  the  most  extraordinary 
feats  ever  performed  by  a human  being,  came  off  on 
the  Hunting  Park  course,  Philadelphia  county,  James 
Brown,  proprietor,  on  Monday  of  this  week.  It  was 
wagered  that  Abram  Nastrand  could  not  perform 
twenty  miles  in  two  hours  and  a half.  He  is  aged 
22  years,  5 feet  7 inches  high,  weighs  142  pounds,  and 
is  a native  of  Jamacia,  Long  Island.  According  to 
appointment  he  started,  the  bets  being  two  to  one 
against  him.  The  following  table  wili  show  the  time 
of  each  and  every  mile. 


Miles. 

Min. 

Sec. 

Miles. 

Min. 

Sec. 

1 

6 

52 

11 

7 

20 

2 

7 

03 

12 

7 

18 

3 

7 

11 

13 

7 

22 

4 

-7 

14 

14 

7 

26 

5 

7 

12 

15 

7 

29 

6 

7 

06 

16 

7 

39 

7 

7 

12 

17 

8 

01 

8 

7 

17 

18 

7 

51 

9 

7 

11 

19 

7 

53 

10 

7 

21 

20 

7 

32 

Being  added  up,  makes  two  hours,  twenty-seven 
minutes  and  twenty-nine  seconds,  and  is  more  than 
eight  miles  an  hour,  for  two  and  a half  cunsccutive 
hours. 

Chicago  in  1671.  Charlevoix,  in  a letter  dated  May 
21st,  1721,  speaks  of  “a  place  called  Chicagou,  at  the 
south  end  of  Lake  Michigan,”  where  there  was  a set- 
tlement of  Miami*,  fifty  years  ago,  “which  is  also  the 
name  of  a little  river  which  runs  into  the  hike,  the 
spring  of  which  is  not  far  from  that  of  the  Illinois.” 

College  catalogue.  The  annual  catalogue  of  Yale  col- 
lege for  the  current  year  was  published  this  day,  and  we 
are  happy  to  say  it  presents  that  excellent  institution  in 
u state  of  unprecedented  prosperity  and  improvement. 
The  whole  number  of  students  is  608,  viz:  theological, 
73;  law,  45;  medical,  45;  resident  graduates,  2;  seniors, 
99;  juniors,  86;  sophomores,  123;  freshmen,  139.  The 
two  last  classes,  we  believe,  are  the  larges!  ever  known 
in  this  institution,  or  perhaps,  any  similar  one  in  the 
country. 

For  the  honor  of  the  arts  we  feel  hound  to  notice 
another  improvement — the  beautiful  execution  of  the 
catalogue,  from  the  press  of  Mr.  B.  L.  Hamlen.  It  is 
an  elegant  specimen  of  letter-press  printing,  that  will 
vie  with  the  best  productions  of  the  kind. 
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More  specie.  Ship  James  Ross,  from  Liverpool, 
ami  Alabama,  from  New  York,  arrived  at  New  Or- 
leans the  27th  ult.  the  former  bringing  $100,000  in 
specie. 

The  packet  ship  Poland,  for  Havre  this  day,  takes 
over  $200,000  in  specie,  and  her  cabin  is  full  of  pas- 
sengers. [Jour,  of  Com. 

The  cotton  circular  published  in  the  present 
sheet  did  not  emanate  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  or  its  agents,  as  some  persons  at  first  supposed 
— but  is  one  of  those  tricks  of  trade  to  which  specu- 
lators feel  themselves  justified  in  resorting  in  this 
gambling  age  to  protect  their  own  interests  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  over  credulous  and  unsuspecting.  The 
following  paragraphs  have  appeared  in  the  N.  York 
and  Philadelphia  papers  on  the  subject,  but  do  not 
explain  how,  or  by  whom  the  circular  was  placed 
before  the  public. 

From  the  ( Phila .)  National  Gazette. 

“The  writer  of  the  circular  mentions  ‘ a great  and 
powerful  interest’  which  will  sustain  Messrs.  Hum- 
phreys and  Biddle  in  the  enterpise,  and  other  ade- 
quate and  collateral  aids.  It  is  generally  understood 
by  readers  of  the  paper,  and  is  expressly  stated  in 
several  journals,  that  the  United  States  bank  is  the 
powerful  interest  secured  for  the  object.  Without 
entering  at  all  into  the  merits  of  the  question  in  its 
bearings  upon  the  future  value  of  cotton  to  the  plan- 
ter or  shipper,  we  think  it  proper  to  declare  that  the 
United  States  bank  is  not  a party  to  the  arrange- 
ment. — It  was  fully  explained  in  Mr.  Biddle’s  last 
letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  that  peculiar  circumstances, 
during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  seemed  to 
require  the  interference  of  that  institution  between 
the  American  planters  and  British  dealers  in  cotton; 
that  the  necessity  of  such  a course  had  passed  with 
that  crisis,  and  that  in  future  the  bank  would  con- 
fine its  operations  to  objects  of  more  immediate  mo- 
ment to  this  city  and  state.  Although  Mr.  Biddle’s 
administration  has  ceased  since  this  declaration,  we 
have  grounds  for  asserting  that  the  intention  is  ful- 
filled under  his  successor. ’’ 

From  the  United  States  Gazette. 

With  reference  to  the  censure  and  the  queries,  we 
feel  authorised  to  say  that  the  United  States  bank 
is  not  purchasing,  nor  does  it  intend  to  purchase  cot- 
ton. The  United  States  bank  is  not  making  advances, 
nor  does  it  intend  to  make  advances  for  the  purchase  of 
cotton.  J 

To  the  editor  of  the  New  York  American: 

I perceive  that  in  common  with  the  other  newspa- 
pers of  this  city,  you  have  connected  my  name  and 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  with  the  cotton  circu- 
lar recently  issued  in  this  city.  You  will,  therefore, 
permit  me  to  state  explicitly — 

That  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  has  nothing  what- 
ever  to  do  with  it,  so  ftir  as  I ltnow  or  believe. 

That  this  measure  did  not  emanate  from  Messrs 
Humphreys  and  Biddle. 

That  with  the  view  of  facilitating  the  export  of  the 
cotton  now  in  this  port,  I offer  to  make  the  advances 
named  in  the  circular  referred  to. 

That  the  reasons  assigned  for  making  shipments 
to  Messrs  Humphreys  and  Biddle,  are  those  of  some 
of  the  holders  of  cotton  in  this  country,  who  seek  to 
protect  their  own  interests  by  a concert  of  action. 

S.  Y.  S.  Wilder. 

New  York,  11  th  June,  1839. 

The  cotton  circular . The  New  York  correspon- 
dent of  the  North  American,  under  date  of  Tuesday 
afternoon  writes: — 

“The  cotton  circulardiscussion  seems  to  bedraw- 
ing  to  a close,  as  the  parties  who  were  first  consi- 
dered as  being  the  great  ones  in  the  business  disavow 
it  entirely.  It  is  attributed  now  pretty  much  to  one 
or  two  southern  gentlemen,  and  one  or  two  here, 
who  have  rather  written  down  what  they  would  like 
to  see  done,  than  what  they  have  provided  the  means 
or  actually  doing.” 

Vor..  VI.  Sro.  16. 


Virginia  elections.  We  have  at  last  something 
like  an  authentic  statement  of  the  result  of  the  recent 
elections  in  Virginia,  but  nothing  lhat  can  be  relied  on 
with  entire  certainty  as  to  the  choice  of  a senator  in 
place  of  Mr.  Rives. 

The  representatives  in  congress  will  stand  as  fol- 
lows: 

First  district.  Joel  Holleman,  (Ad.)  in  place  of  F. 
Mallory,  (W.).  For  Holleman  1,921 — for  Mallory  1,777. 

Second  district  Francis  E.  Rives  (Ad.)  re-elected. 
For  Rives' 1,219 — forPegram  (W.)  867. 

Third  district.  John  W.  Jones,  (Ad.)  No  regular 
opposition.  . 

Fourth  district.  George  C.  Dromgoole  (Ad.)  re-elect- 
ed. For  Dromgoole  (Ad.)  1,236 — for  Gholson  (W.) 
928. 

Fifth  district.  John  T.  Hill  <W.)  vice  Boulden  (Ad.) 
who  was  not  a candidate.  For  Hill  812 — for  Wilson 
(sub.  T.).708. 

Sixth  district.  Walter  Coles,  (Ad.)  re-elected.  For 
Coles  1,144 — for  Witcher  (W.)  1,043. 

Seventh  district.  William  L.  Goggen  (W.)  in  place 
of  A.  Stuart  (Ad.).  For  Goggen,  1,497 — for  Stuart, 
1,347. 

Eighth  district.  Henry  A.  Wise,  (W.)  re-elected 
without  any  regular  opposition. 

Ninth  district.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  (W.)  re-elected 
For  Hunter,  1,2093 — for  Scott,  1,109. 

Tenth  district.  John  Taliaferro  (W.),  re-elected.  For 
Taliaferro  1,334 — for  Grayson  (Ad.)  1,262. 

Eleventh  district.  John  M.  Botts  (W).  in  place  of 
John  Robertson  (W.).  For  Botts  1,459 — for  Selden 
(Ad.)  1,251. 

Twelfth  district.  James  Garland  (Con.),  re-elected 
For  Garland  1,437 — foFGordon  (Ad.)  654. 

The  return  is  not  complete,  but  Mr.  Garland’s  ma 
jority  over  Mr.  Gordon,  the  originator  of  the  sub-treasu 
ry  scheme,  is  783. 

Thirteenth  district.  Linn  Banks  (Ad.)  re-elected 
For  Banks  1,463 — for  Slaughter.  (W.)  1,074.  Return 
not  complete. 

Fourteenth  district.  Charles  F.  Mercer  ( W.)  re-elect 
ed.  For  Mercer  1,354 — for  Mason  (Ad.)  931. 

Fifteenth  district.  William  Lucas  (Ad.)  in  place  of 
J-  M.  Mason  (Con.).  For  Lucas  2,074-for  Barton  (W.) 
2,070. 

It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Barton  will  contest  the  election, 
on  the  ground  that  two  persons  voted  against  him  in 
different  counties,  and  that  two  other  votes  were  depos- 
ited by  persons  who  had  been  convicted  of  crime,  &c. 
But  the  Globe  states  that  the  greatest  number  of  ille- 
gal votes  was  on  the  other  side. 

Sixteenth  district.  Green  B.  Samuels  (Ad.)  in  place 
of  J.  S.  Pennypacker  (Ad.)  who  was  not  a candidate. 
F or  Samuels  1,826— for  Steele  (Ad,),  1,201, 

Seventeenth  district.  Robert  Craig  (Ad.)  re-elected. 
For  Craig  1,781 — for  Moore  (W.)  1,030.  Returns  not 
complete. 

Eighteenth  district.  Geo.  W.  Hopkins,  (Con.)  re- 
elecled.  For  Hopkins  2,555 — for  George  (Ad.)  2,086 
Returns  not  complete. 

Nineteenth  district.  Andrew  Beirne  (Ad.)  re-elecfr 
ed.  For  Beirne  2,745— for  Wethed  1,721. 

Twentieth  district.  Joseph  Johnson  (Ad.)  re-elected.. 
For  Johnson  1,893 — for  Shinn  (Ad.)  684 — for  Camden 
(W.)  1,456  Return  not  complete. 

Twenty-first  district.  Lewis  Steenrod  (Ad.)  in  place 
of  W.  S.  Morgan  (Con.)  who  was  not  a candidate. 
For  Steenrod  1,297 — for  Hayward  (W.)  1,630. 

According  to  the  above  there  will  be  12  adminis- 
tration, 7 whig  and  2 conservative  members  in  the  next 
congress. 

We  have  at  least  half  a dozen  statements  before 
us  of  the  result  of  the  delegate  election — and  give  the 
following  from  the  Richmond  Whig  and  Enquirer,  from 
which  our  readers  may  form  their  own  conclusions: 

The  “Whig”  says — We  find  the  whigs  had  last 
year  in  the  house  of  delegates  72  members — in  the  se- 
nate 10,  including  Mr.  Poulson,  making  82.  But 
whether  Mr.  P.  be  added  or  not,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  \yhigs  have  lost  4 delegates  and  gained  2 senators, 
making  their  actual  loss  but  2.  The  conservative  loss 
is  only  one. 

Joint  vote  last  year. 


In  senate, 
House, 


In  senate, 
House, 


Whigs. 

10 

72 

82 

This  year. 
Whigs. 

12 

68 

80 


Con. 

3 

11 

14 

Con. 

3 

10 

13 


Adm. 

19 

51 

70 

Adm. 

17 

56 

73 


house  of  delegates.  There  are  a few  members,  about 
which  the  parties  are  squabbling;  and  when  we  ob- 
tain the  inforirlation  which  we  have  sought,  we  will 
make  out  the  political  complexion  of  the  legislature, 
and  state  the  prospects  of  the  senatorial  election.  For 
the  present,  we  will  only  repeat  the  estimate  which  we 
made  in  our  last: 

Senate. 

Anti-Rives  republicans  18 

Whigs  11 

Conservatives  3 

House  of  delegates. 

Anti-Rives  republicans  61 

Rives’  whigs  57 

Anti-Rives’  whigs  10 

Rives’  conservatives  3 

Doubtful  3 

On  joint  vote,  anti-Rives  republicans  79 — conserva- 
tives 6— Rives  whigs  68 — anti-Rives  whigs  10 — Doubt- 
ful 3. 

The  die  is  probably  in  the  hands  of  the  few  conser- 
vatives, and  of  the  impracticable  whigs.” 

With  the  above  statements  our  readers  must  be  con- 
tent for  the  present — for  we  find  it  impossible  to  form 
any  conclusive  opinion  of  the  character  of  the  next 
legislature  from  the  statements  of  the  respective  parties, 
who  are  figuring  with  great  zeal  to  prove  that  both 
have  gained  a great  victory.  Our  venerable  friend  of 
the  “Enquirer’’  has  worked  himself  up  into  a parox- 
ysm of  frictions,  and  is  so  well  content  with  the  result 
of  the  election  that  he  lustily  cries  out — “Hurra  for 
good  old  democratic  Virginia!” 

Florida  election.  Mr.  Downing  has  no  doubt 
been  re-elected  to  congress  from  the  territory  of 
Florida  over,  IPs  competitor  Mr.  Baltzell.  At  the 
last  accounts  'Downing’s  majority  was  719.  Majo- 
rity against  the  constitution  118. 

Political.  The  whig  convention  which  assem- 
bled at  Ellicotts’  Mills  on  SaturdayMast,  nominat- 
ed John  P.  Kennedy  and  Charles  H.  Pitts,  esqrs. 
as  candidates  for  congress  from  this  district,  and 
have  appointed  George  Howard  and  Charles  F.  May- 
er, esqrs.  delegates  to  the  national  convention  to 
assemble  at  Harrisburg  in  December  next,  to  nomi- 
nate candidates  for  the  offices  of  president  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  States. 

The  lion.  Benjamin  C.  Howard  has  declined  being 
a candidate  for  re-election. 

Florida.  The  Tallahassee  Floridian  of  the  1st 
inst.  publishes  gen.  Macomb’s  general  orders  an- 
nouncing the  termination  of  the  war  with  the  Semi- 
noles  under  the  obituary  head,  preceded  and  succeed- 
ed by  the  words  “shame!!!  shame!!!  shame!!!”  From 
this  we  infer  that  the  agreement  has  found  as  little 
favor  with  the  Floridians,  as  with  the  public  gene- 
rally. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  William  Harriscn 
Hollier  GriJJilhs,  to  be  commercial  agent  of  ihe  United 
States  for  the  island  of  Mauritius,  in  the  place  of  Paul 
Froberville,  resigned. 

A NEW  MODE  OF  PROPELLING  SHIPS.  By  the 
following  extract  from  a letter,  dated  London,  May 
17,  which  we  find  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  it 
seems  that  the  new  plan  of  propelling  vessels  by 
means  of  screws,  has  succeeded: 

The  ship  Archimedes’  has  arrived  at  Ports- 
mouth alter  a cruise  in  the  channel,  having  beat  a 
government  steamer.  The  great  value  of  the  screw 
is  now  fully  tested.  The  water  thrown  by  it  on 
the  rudder  makes  the  ship  answer  her  helm  to  the 
astonishment  of  naval  officers.  She  turns  iif  double 
her  length;  her  first  action  on  starting  is  to  answer 
her  helm.  The  ship  has  encountered  bad  weather, 
but  has  met  it  beautifully.  Paddle  boxes  of  the 
ocean  are  now  superseded,  and  as  a tug,  no  known 
power  can  have  such  hold  of  the  water.” 


In  each  case,  Mr.  Poulson  is  included  in  the  whig 
list,  representing  a whig  district. 

The  “Enquirer”of  yesterday,  per  contra,  says — “We 
have  not  yet  collected  elements  enough  to  calculate 
with  absolute  precision,  the  political  position  of  the 


Banks,  8tc.  Circulation,  &c.  of  the  Citizens 
bank  of  Louisiana,  May  31,  1839. 

Circulation,  $619,260  00 

Individual  deposites,  1,289,010  75 


Specie, 

Individual  deposits, 


$1,908,270  75 

$703,581  44 
123,991  32 


$827,572  76 

J.  B.  Perrault,  cashier. 
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General  banking  law  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

By  a table  published  in  the  Albany  Journal,  it 
appears  that  forty-three  instilutions  have  been 
formed  in  this  state  under  the  general  banking  law — 
that  up  to  the  30th  of  April,  they  had  deposited 
$2,137,090  in  state  stocks,  and  $851,316  13  in  bonds 
and  mortgages,  making  a total  of  $2,996,406  13, 
as  security  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes.  Up 
to  the  same  period,  the  notes  delivered  by  the  bank 
department,  to  these  43  banks,  for  circulation 
amounted  to  $1,559,818.  The  amount  of  notes  or- 
dered by  them,  was  $4,251,111.  It  will  be  seen 
by  this,  that  the  whole  amount  added  to  our  circu- 
lation by  these  institutions  is  but  a trifle  over  a mil- 
lion and  a half.  [ Albany  Journal. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  meeting  of 
stockholders  in  the  Commercial  and  Rail  Road 
bank  of  Vicksburg,  resident  in  Philadelphia,  to 
make  an  examination  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
have  made  an  informal  report,  which  the  stock- 
holders resolved  to  make  public.  The  committee 
spent  four  weeks  in  the  investigation — they  found 
the  amount  of  specie  to  correspond  with  ttie  sum 
called  lor  by  the  books,  and  the  issues  of  all  notes 
were  duly  accounted  for.  They  carefully  examin- 
ed the  bills  and  notes  held  by  the  bank,  and  they 
called  in  the  aid  of  lour  gentlemen  to  assist  them  in 
determining  their  character,  and  whenever  any  one 
of  these  gentlemen  considered  a debt  bad,  doubtful, 
or  when  they  were  ignorant  of  its  character,  it  was 
marked  accordingly.  The  whole  amount  of  such 
debts  was  put  down  as  $690,180.  The  whole 
amount  of  notes  and  obligations  held  by  the  bank 
was  $6,149,000,  of  which  $900,000  were  liquidated 
before  the  committee  left  Vicksburg.  The  com- 
mittee also  examined  the  rail  road  in  all  its  particu- 
lars, and  are  favorably  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  it  will  prove  productive  as  soon  as  completed. 

[Balt.  American. 

The  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  states  that 
post  notes  of  the  Mississippi  Planters’  bank  to  the 
amount  of  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
payable  at  the  bank  of  America,  are  now  running  to 
maturity,  but  there  are  no  funds  to  meet  them,  and 
they  are  of  course  protested.  This  is  anew  feature 
in  pecuniary  disorganization  and  bankruptcy,  and 
one  of  the  most  alarming.  These  post  notes  were 
given  a year  ago.  for  the  purpose,  generally,  of  re- 
deeming the  issues  of  the  bank,  which  could  not 
then  be  met;  but  it  would  certainly  be  paid.  They 
were  issued  with  the  unction  of  a sort  of  double  dis- 
tilled oil  of  honor.  The  bank,  though  it  broke  its 
other  promises  abundantly,  did  in  this  case  promise  to 
keep  its  promise. 

But  doubled  and  twisted  promises,  it  turns  out, 
are  “attenuated  threads”  after  ail,  and  perish  like 
a spider’s  web  at  the  day  of  reckoning.  The  Plan- 
ters’ bank  is  a great  institution,  and  one  of  the  most 
respectable  in  the  state;  though  we  believe  there 
are  one  or  two  that  have  been  less  before  the  public, 
which  have  not  and  will  not  break  faith  in  this  fla- 
grant style.  One  of  the  most  unpleasant  features 
about  this  new  defalcation  is,  that  these  post  notes 
were  most  of  them  taken  by  our  merchants  as  the 
proceeds  of  their  debts  collected  in  Mississippi,  and 
were  then  sold  in  the  street  at  a heavy  discount;  and 
now  the  men  who  by  that  process  had  obtained  a 
pittance  of  their  dues,  are  notified  as  endorsers  upon 
the  dishonored  notes  of  the  bank,  and  holden  to  take 
them  up  at  the  face,  or  suffei  a degree  of  dishonor, 
which  the  bank  in  a measure  avoids. 

The  Exchange  bank  of  Virginia,  at  a general 
meeting  of  the  stockholders,  adopted  a resolution  de- 
claring it  inexpedient  to  accept  the  act  of  the  legis- 
lature passed  April  4,  1839,  authorising  an  increase 
of  $200,000  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank,  and 
the  establishment  of  a branch  at  Falmouth  with  a 
capital  to  that  amount,  to  be  subscribed  by  indivi- 
duals. 

The  objectionable  feature  of  the  law,  in  view  of 
the  stockholders,  is  that  which  requires  a classifica- 
tion of  the  offerings  for  discounts.  The  resolution 
of  non-acceptance  was  adopted  unanimously  by  the 
individuals  stockholders,  the  state  pioxy,  alone,  vot- 
ing in  the  negative. 

By  the  acceptance  of  the  new  charters,  (says  the 
Richmond  Whig) , the  two  old  banks  of  the  city  are 
forbidden  to  issue  or  re-issue  notes  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  ten  dollars.  , 

The  N.  York  American  says — “The  loan  nego- 
tiated by  general  McDuffie,  of  South  Carolina,  who 
returned  in  the  packet  ship  Roscius,  from  Liver- 
pool, has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  bank.  The  amount  now  available  is  350,000/. 
The  bank  continues  to  supply  the  market  with  ex- 
change on  England  at  9^  prem. 

Relations  with  Mexico.  From  Ike  Globe. 
The  departure  of  Mr.  Ellis  from  New  York,  in  the 


Constitution,  for  Vera  Cruz,  on  his  way  to  Mexi- 
co, to  enter  on  the  duties  of  his  appointment  as 
minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  ex  ram  dinary, 
has  given  occasion  to  sundry  remarks  in  the  sub- 
ject of  our  controversies  with  the  government  of 
that  country,  which  have  served  to  remind  us  that 
none  of  the  latter  executive  communications  to 
congress  on  that  subject  have  appeared  in  the  pub- 
lic journals. 

It  is  known  that  diplomatic  intercourse  was 
broken  off  by  Mr.  Ellis,  in  the  belief  that  the 
Mexican  government  had  no  intention  to  adjust  the 
numerous  complaints  of  our  citizens  against  it,  and 
that  a minister  was  not  sent  to  Mexico  under  an 
appropriation  of  an  outfit  and  salary  because  itdid 
not  distinctly  appear  whether  the  approbation  ex- 
pressed by  the  government  of  Mr.  Gorostiza’s  con- 
duct in  this  country,  did  not  include  the  prepara- 
tion and  circulation  of  his  offensive  pamphlet. 

A convention  having  been  formed,  for  the  ad- 
justment of  individual  claims,  arid  the  government 
of  Mexico  having  made  an  explicit  declaration  on 
the  second  point,  all  just  motive  for  withholding 
our  minister  has  been  removed,  and  in  a manner 
which  we  cannot  but  believe  will  be  lound  as  sa- 
tisfactory to  the  country  as  have  been  ttie  mea- 
sures adopted  on  other  difficult  and  perplexing 
questions  in  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nation. 


The  Texian  minister  to  Mexico.  The  New 
Orleans  Bulletin  publishes  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  from  col.  Bee,  the  Texian  minister  to  Mexico, 
dated  May  16th. — “I  have  been  passingseveral  days 
very  pleasantly  on  boaid  the  La  Glorie,  a beautiful 
52  gun  ship,  commanded  by  M.  le  Counte  Laine. 

1 landed  today,  as  gen.  Victoria  expected  an  answer 
from  Mexico  by  express,  and  I have  not  been  disap- 
pointed; he  is  desired  to  allow  me  to  remain  in  Vera 
Cruz,  until  they  can  consult  upon  the  propriety  of 
receiving  ine.  The  very  fact  of  my  having  been 
been  permitted  to  land,  and  of  being  treated  courte- 
ously by  gen.  Victoria,  governor  of  Vera  Cruz,  is 
highly  favorable  to  Texas.” 

This  hardly  corresponds  with  the  following  from 
El  Censor,  of  May  9th,  printed  at  Vera  Cruz.  But 
as  the  letter  of  col.  Bee  is  seven  days  later,  his  state- 
ment is  of  course  authentic: 

“In  one  of  the  American  vessels  which  arrived 
here  yesterday  there  came  passenger  a Texian 
agent,  or  envoy,  of  whom  we  have  already  spoken 
“We  know  not  what  most  to  admire,  the  audacity 
of  these  usurping  banditti  in  sending  this  factotum  to 
us  to  demand  peaceful  and  tranquil  possession  of 
their  plunder,  ortho  answer  of  the  commanding  ge- 
neral to  the  person  who  came  to  him  on  the  part  of 
this  farcical  minister  to  notify  his  arrival.  Accord- 
ing to  this  answer,  if  Mr.  Diplomatic  agent  set  his 
foot  on  shore,  he  would  speedily  visit  the  prison  un- 
til the  government  should  decide  on  the  manner  of 
treating  him.  The  general  tells  him  that  he  knows 
ofino  such  nation  as  the  republic  of  Texas,  and  has 
merely  been  informed  that  their  is  a horde  of  adven- 
turers who  have  risen  against  the  republic  in  that 
portion  of  our  territory.” 


Latest  from  Rio  de  Janeiro.  From  the  Bal- 
timore American.  The  brig  Ann,  captain  Smith, 
arrived  at  this  port  on  Saturday  afternoon,  from  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  whence  she  sailed  on  the  18th  April. 
The  xYnn  brings  a full  cargo  of  coffee.  At  the  date 
of  her  sailing,  business  at  Rio  was  not  very  brisk, 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  produce;  but  as  the  slock  of 
flour  was  decreasing,  hopes  were  entertained  that 
the  market  for  this  article  would  soon  improve. 
Further  reinforcements  were  sent  to  Rio  Grande  but 
though  the  towns  were  in  the  possession  of  the  go- 
vernment troops,  the  countq'  remained  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  insurgents.  The  communication  with 
the  interior  had  been  facilitated,  and  light  hides  and 
produce  were  coming  in  to  Rio  Grande  more  freely 
than  for  some  time  past. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  vigilance  of  the 
British  cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  will  very  pro- 
bably soon  extinguish  entirely  ttie  abominable  traffic 
in  slaves.  Three  slave  vessels  from  Africa,  having  on 
board  between  800  and  900  negroes,  were  captured 
and  sent  into  Rio,  between  the  1st  and  15th  of  April. 
This  success  had  greatly  increased  the  activity  of 
(he  cruisers,  and  caused  them  to  redouble  their  vigi- 
lance. 

The  advices  from  Buenos  Ayres  were  to  the  25th 
March.  Ttie  success  of  the  Chilians — the  allies  of 
the  Buenos  Avreans — had  so  animated  the  party 
under  Rosas,  that  very  little  hopes  were  entertained 
of  an  amicable  arrangement  with  the  French  being 
speedily  made. — Since  the  blockade,  an  immense 
quantity  of  produce  had  accumulated  in  the  city, 
probably  to  the  value  of  from  three  to  four  mil- 
lions of  Spanish  dollars,  which  will  be  sent  to  all 
quarters  as  soon  as  the  blockade  is  raised,  or  the  dif- 
ficulties settled. 


Buenos  Ayres  and  Montevideo.  The  hark 
Express  has  arrived  at  Boston  trom  Montevideo, 
bringing  Buenos  Ayrean  papeis  to  the  6ih  ot  Apiil 
and  a Montevideo  letter  ot  ttie  13th,  from  which  we 
learn  that  the  American  brigs  Eliza  Davidson  and 
America,  which  were  seized  at  Loberia  Chica  by 
the  French  Corvette  Perle,  have  been  released  by 
Ihe  French  admiral,  on  demand  of  commodore 
Nicholson,  and  the  American  consul  at  Montevideo, 
Mr.  Hamilton.  The  admiral  appears  toliave  be- 
come convinced  that  the  grounds  on  which  said 
vessels  were  seized  were  not  tenable. 

The  captains  and  others  interested,  have  protest- 
ed against  the  government  of  his  majesty  the  king 
ot  ttie  French,  and  there  cannot  be  a doubt  but 
heavy  damages  will  be  recovered. 

The  U.  S.  ships  Independence  and  Fairfield, 
were  at  Montevideo  when  the  Express  sailed, 
April  15th.  The  Fairfield  had  just  returned  from 
Buenos  Ayres. 

The  blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres  still  continued; 
having  been  in  forep  more  than  a year. 

The  “war”  between  Banda  Oriental,  and  the  Ar- 
gentine confederation,  still  existed  on  paper,  but 
there  had  been  no  engagement  of  consequence. 

Great  rejoicings  and  illuminations  had  taken  place 
at  Buenos  Ayres  in  consequence  of  the  d teat  of 
tile  protector,  Santa  Cruz,  m Peru,  by  the  Chi.ian 
forces.  Proposals  had  been  made  by  the  Boiiiian 
general,  Velazco,  tor  the  restoration  of  peace  be- 
tween that  republic  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  were 
accepted  by  the  latter.  The  Buenos  Ayrean  go- 
vernment were  about  to  send  ministers  to  Bolivia, 
Peru  and  Chili,  in  order  to  concert  measures  tor  se- 
curing a permanent  peace. 

Ttie  British  ships  of  war,  Calliope  and  Orestis 
had  arrived  in  the  La  Plata,  making,  with  other 
ships  of  the  same  nation  previously  there,  a force, 
equal  to  that  of  the  blockading  squadron. 


South  American  politics.  From  the  Globe. 
In  the  late  message  ot  ttie  president  of'  Ecuador, 
Don  Vicente  Rocafuerte,  at  the  opening  of  con- 
gress, he  alludes  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Pickett  at 
Quito,  the  capitol  of  ttie  republic: 

“The  United  States  have,  under  all  circumstances 
given  us  proofs  of  friendship;  and  we  have  hailed 
the  late  arrival  of  a charge  d’affaires  from  that  mag- 
nanimous nation  with  extreme  satisfaction.” 

In  the  report  of  ttie  secretary  for  foreign  affairs, 
which  accompanies  the  message,  Mr.  Pickett’s  ar- 
rival is  thus  noticed: 

“The  term  of  twelve  years,  for  which  the  late 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  former 
Republic  ol  Columbia  was  to  have  force,  expired 
on  the  1st  of  May,  1837.  A charge  d’affaires  Iroin 
the  United  States,  furnished  with  plenipotentiary 
powers,  ad  hoc , is  now  in  this  capitol,  and  is  in  ne- 
gociation  with  a plenipotentiary  ot  this  government 
for  a renewal  of  the  treaty.” 

In  the  same  report  ot  the  secretary  for  foreign 
a (fails,  we  are  presented  with  a more  comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  objects  and  design  ol  the  propos- 
ed congress  of  Panama,  or  Amphyctionic  assembly 
of  the  South  American  republics,  than  that  which 
we  lately  published: 

“If  this  treaty  (with  Mexico)  had  no  other  ob- 
ject of  importance,  article  35  would  alone  justify  a 
special  and  honorable  mention.  By  this  article, 
the  contracting  parties  engage  to  urge  upon  the 
new  slates  of  Ameiica  the  necessity  of  appointing 
their  ministers  plenipotentiary  to  the  great  Ameri- 
can assembly,  as  early  as  practicable,  and  at  the 
point  already  selected  for  that  purpose.  Wanting 
a common  centre  of  intercommunication,  of  public 
intelligence  and  light,  the  new  governments  of 
Amei  Tea  have,  for  many  years,  acted  separately, 
and  with  different  Systems  of  foreign  relations, 
which  have,  sometimes,  prompted  them  to  adopt 
measures  opposed  fo  their  true  interests. 

It  is  certainly  to  be  regretted  that  the  brilliant 
conception  of  an  Amphyctionic  congress,  having 
once  been  realized  at  Panama,  its  usetul  labors 
should  have  been  frustrated.  It  is  equally  so,  that 
some  of  the  American  states  failed  to  co-opperate 
with  this  congress,  although  it  was  transferred  to 
Tacubaya.  _ . 

It  is  not,  however,  alone  sufficient  that  Ine  legis- 
lative body  approve  of  this  treaty.  The  principles 
must  be  established,  and  subjects  adopted,  lor  tho 
discussion  and  deliberation  ofthis  assembly.  These 
principles  or  bases,  as  proposed  by  the  government 
of  Mexico  to  the  other  republics  of  South  America, 
and  particularly  to  that  of  Chili,  1 may  be  permrt- 
ted  here  to  submit: 

].  Bases  of  negotiation  with  Spam,  for  the  re- 
cognition of  independence. 

2.  Principles  upon  which  treaties  between  the 
new  republics  and  foreign  powers  are  to  be  based. 

3.  Bases  of  relations  of  friendship  and  commerce 
among  the  new  republics. 
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when  °exisU ng  "by*  neanY of  a friendly 

luit-i  vei.tion  ol  all  Llr ^ ultn-r  republics. 

6'.  Aid  to  bejnuluaily  tarnished  by  the  republics 
ill  the  event  of  foreign  war. 

7.  Menus  for  determining  the  territory  belonging 
to  each  republic;  for  guarantying  its  integrity,  whe- 
ther us  amongst  the  republics  themselves,  or  against 
foreign  nations  bordering  on  them. 

8.  The  adoption  of  an  international  code  of  pub- 
lic law  for  the  government  ol  the  republics,  inter  se.” 

Cuba.  The  editor  of  the  Charleston  Mercury 
has  b'-en  furnished  with  the  translation  oi  an  order 
of  the  captain  general  of  Cuba,  which  order  is  pub- 
lished in  me  Havana  Diurio.  The  purport  is:  lhat 
on  the  representation  of  the  American  consul  and  oi 
one  Daniel  Warren,  (keeper  of  a sailors  boarding 
house)  it  is  ordained:— 

That  no  sailor  can  be  admitted  or  employed  un- 
der any  pretence,  nor  be  permitted  to  remain  on 
board  of  any  American  vessel  in  the  port  oi  Hava- 
na, unless  the  captain  of  such  vessel  shall  be  per- 
fectly assured  that  the  sailor  has  been  legally  dis- 
cliaiged  from  the  vessel  m which  he  arrived,  and 
with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  American 
consul. 

Tltat  for  every  sailor  employed  in  violation  of  said 
regulation,  the  captain  employing  him  shall  be  fined 
tilt)  dollars,  and  should  the  vessel  in  which  said 
sanor  is  lounu,  have  obtained  clearances  the  fine 
shall  be  doubled.  The  said  Daniel  Warren  is  ap- 
pointed commissioner  for  the  strict  enloicement  of 
these  regulations,  and  to  report  odenders  to  the  cap- 
tain ol  me  port — a third  part  ol  the  fines  to  go  to 
the  informer,  the  rest  to  the  chamber  ol  justice. 

An  intelligent  gentleman  from  Havana,  just  ar- 
rived at  New  Orleans,  inlorms  the  editors  of  the 
Louisianian,  that  great  discontent  prevailed  among 
the  natives  of  the  island.  They  are  said  lo  be  much 
dissatisfied  with  the  European  Spaniards,  who  have 
seized  upon  all  employments,  civil  and  military. 
There  was  some  appreiiensions  of  a revolt.  Rob- 
beries, murders  and  burning  of  houses  tiave  re- 
commenced in  the  city  ol  Havana.-  It  was  ieared 
that  the  governor  general,  Espelletta,  would  find  a 
difficult  task  in  suppressing  lie  effervescence  that 
was  beginning  to  manifest  itself  in  the  minds  of  the 
cieoles. 

Late  from  the  Pacific.  We  learn  from  (he 
New  Yo.  k Gazette,  that  letters  w ere  received  in  that 
cny  on  Tuursday,  irom  Guayaquil  to  t fie  lOlh  ol 
April,  via  Jamaica,  which  slate  that  gen.  Santa  Cruz, 
accompanied  by  a lew  ol  Ins  lavorite  officers,  had 
aim  ed  at  mat  place  Irom  Islay,  with  a vew  of  taking 
up  ms  residence  in  the  vicinity  of  Guayaquil.  It 
appears  that  me  Bolivians,  on  the  receipt  ol  the  news 
ofmsdeleat  at  Yungay,  revolted  and  dispossessed 
him  oi  his  authority  as  president  oi  the  republic. 
The  last  advices  irom  Peru  state  that  the  Chilian 
t mops  under  general  Bulness,  and  the  Peruvians  un- 
dergen. Leleuiite, entered  Lima  without  opposition, 
and  mat  the  castles  ol  Culloa  a few  days  afterwards 
surrendered  lo  the  authority  of  tiie  new  president, 
G.imarra.  Tile  affa.ii s of  Peru,  Chi li  and  Bolivia 
were  to  be  sellled  by  a general  congress,  which  was 
expected  to  assemble  at  Luma. 

From  tiie  East  Indies.  We  have  Singapore  pa- 
pers lo  me  25,h  ot  January,  but  their  contents  have 
been  partly  anuetpa.ed  by  the  late  arrivals  from  Can- 
ton and  London.  Advices  to  tiie  30di  of  November 
had  been  received  troui  the  British  resident  at  the 
Burmese  court,  whose  situation  continued  to  be  very 
annoying  and  unpleasant.  He  ■ had  succeeded  ai 
length,  in  obtaining  an  imerview  with  the  ministers, 
unu  a qualified  recognition  as  die  representative  of  the 
British  government;  but  all  intercourse  between  him 
and  tin-  people  was  strictly  prohibited,  and  it  was  only 
with  difficulty  and  at  enormous  expense  that  lie  could 
procure  the  common  necessaries  of  life.  [N.  T.  Com. 

Central  America.  We  learn  that  Mr.  John 
L.  Stephens  has  been  appointed  special  agent  to 
the  government  of  Central  America — the  office  to 
which  the  la:e  Mr.  Leggett  was  appointed,  and 
which  was  left  vacant  by  n is  death.  The  nomina- 
tion ot  Mr.  Stephens  must  give  satislaclion  to  the 
country  anti  to  Ins  friends — >ve  hope  also  to  himself. 
The  public  will  expect  two  rich  volumes  when  be 
returns — including  some  account  of  the  stupendous 
architectural  remains  existing  in  tile  little-known 
region  he  is  about  visiting.  N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

From  Guatemala.  The  brigPatsey  B.  Blount, 
capl  Penderson,  irotn  Belize,  brings  news  to  the 
13th  of  April.  Several  of  the  slates  of  Central 
America,  (Costa,  Rica,  Honduras,  and  Nicaragua), 
under  Carrera,  have  declared  themselves  independent 
of  the  general  government.  On  he  13tli,  Cairera 
was  in  possession  of  Guatemala.  The  issue  ol  this 


conflict  i- as  vet  uncertain.  Belize  papers  brought 
out  by  cant  Penderson,  state  that  the  British  autho 
rilies  had  taken  possession  of  the  island  of  Ruatan,  on 
the  coast  of  Guatemala,  claiming  it  as  a part  ol  the 
British  dominions.  [N.  F-  Amer. 

Texas.  Dates  from  Houston  to  the  22d  May 
have  reached  New  Orleans.  Cordova,  the  Mexican 
bandit,  bad  again  approached  the  frontier  with  108 
men  and  40  pack  mules.  Fie  bad  cut  off  a party  ol 
surveyors  on  the  Guadaloitpe  and  murdered  them  all 
but  one.  They  are  chielly  Mexicans.  Cordova 
I was  carrying  ammunition  to  the  northern  Indians. 
Colonel  Burleson  was  in  pursuit  of  Cordova.  The 
! government  had  placed  at  bis  command  400  then. 

Canadian  affairs.  The  outrage  upon  the  American 
sfchooner  Weeks,  at  Brockville,  U.  C.  still  occupies 
the  attention  of  the  British  authorities — and  we  learn 
from  the  Oswego,  (N.  Y ) Palladium,  that  sir  George 
McArthur  has  dismissed  the  collector  of  that  port  from 
office — but  whether  on  account  of  the  rigor  or  lenity  of 
his  conduct,  is  not  stated. 

More  Indian  butchery.  We  regret  to  find 
that  the  savages  have  not  yet  buried  the  hatchet  in 
Florida,  but  are  still  at  their  murderous  work. 

On  yesterday,  we  were  favored  with  the  peru- 
sal of  a letter  Irom  a young  lady  in  Florida  to  her 
uncle  in  this  city,  which  is  dated  the  29th  ult.and 
came  by  the  Florida,  from  Garey’s  Ferry.  The 
letter  states  that  on  the  evening  previous,  about 
sunset,  a body  of  Indians  surrounded  the  dwelling 
of  a Mr.  James  Osteen,*  at  Alligator,  and  shot  him 
near  his  stable.  He  was  instanily  killed.  An 
uncle  of  the  writer’s,  Mr.  Simeon  Dell,  who  was 
in  the  stable,  made  his  escape  to  the  house.  A 
sister  of  Mr.  Osteen’s  was  shot  through  the  left 
side,  and  arm,  but  Mrs.  O.  and  her  children  fled 
to  the  nearest  neighbor’s  house. 

Mr.  Dell  was  now  lelt  in  the  house  by  himself 
and  seeing  the  Indians  approaching,  he  picked  up 
a stick,  (as  he  had  no  gun,)  and  pulled  open  the 
door — the  Indians  then  fled.  On  searching  the 
house,  however,  lie  found  a gun,  when  he  returned 
to  the  door  and  fired  at  tile  savages,  who  had  come 
up.  They  also  fired  and  hit  him  in  the  left  side 
above  the  breast.  The  shot  entered  the  left  shoul- 
der blade,  and  was  taken  out  on  the  29lh.  Mr. 
Dell  was  doing  well.  One  of  the  Indians  had  a 
white  feather  in  his  head,  and  it  was  thought  by 
the  settlers,  lhat  they  were  a party  which  they  had 
a fight  with  some  time  before  at  a place  called  the 
Natural  Bridge. 

Alter  the  Indians  left  Mr.  Osteen’s,  the  proceed- 
ed the  plantation  of  Asa  Roberts,  about  a quarter 
of  a mile  from  Mr.  O’s — but  lhat  family  hearing 
the  report  of  guns,  had  left  for  Mr.  Zachariah  Ro- 
berts’ place,  where  the  Indians  followed,  and  de- 
stroyed all  the  poor  people  had,  even  taking  their 
only  horse. 

It  was  thought  that  Mr.  Dell  had  wounded  one 
of  the  savages,  by  their  taking  the  horse. 

It  is  truly  melancholy  to  record  these  atrocities, 
and  that,  too,  after  we  had  been  lead  to  expect 
that  the  war  was  indeed  over.  We  fear  no  Ireuty 
can  bind  these  wretches — and  that  extermination 
alone  will  stay  their  slaughtering — merciless  arms. 

\_Savannah  Georgian. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes.  Governor  Lucas,  of 
Iowa  territory,  lately  visited  the  Sac  and  Fox  In- 
dians. The  Iowa  Gazette  thus  speaks  of  the  ex 
cu  rsion: 

Gov.  Lucas  has  just  returned  from  a visit  to  the 
Sacs  and  Fox  settlement  on  the  Des  Moines  river 
(83  to  1U0  miles  west  of  this  place).  He  found 
them  comfortable  and  contented.  Keokuclc  and 
his  chiefs  received  the  governor  w ith  all  the  cere- 
mony peculiar  to  these  lordly  sons  of  the  forest 
The  interview  was  pleasant  and  interesting.  There 
were  hundreds  present.  Several  speeches  were 
made,  in  which  the  chiefs  took  occasion  to  dis 
criminate  between  the  merits  of  a friendly  visit 
and  one  with  the  authority  of  law.  They  dwelt 
u ion  this  fact  wdth  great  earnestness — manifesting 
tliat  w hile  they  highly  appreciated  the  object  of  the 
visit  and  derived  much  pleasure  from  it,  they  were 
also  familiar  with  the  tactics  of  diplomacy  and  the 
arts  of  oratory. 

Keokuck  is  gradually  recovering  the  wound 
which  he  received  from  one  of  his  chiefs. — The 
assassin  left  the  settlement  immediately,  and  is 
now  on  a war  expedition  against  the  Sioux. 

Na-ce-as-co,  son  of  Black  Hawk,  -.nd  the  no- 
blest Indian  in  the  world,  his  mother,  brother  and 
sister  wore  present.  Na-ce-as-co  appeared  to  be 
very  affectionate  towards  his  mother  and  sister,  and 
seemed  anxious  to  introduce  the  visitors  indivi 
dually.  His  mother  is  rather  an  extraordinary 

*iib)  written;  perhaps  the  name  is  Austin. 


woman  and  devoti  city  attached  to  her  family.  She 
exhibited  sev>ral  j or! rails  oi'  her  late  lord  and 

husband,  Black  Hawk,  whose  memory  she  con- 
tinues to  revere  with  unabated  awt.  Miss  Black 
Hawk  is  decidedly  handsome — and  unquestionably 
the  belle  of  her  tribe. 

Our  enterprising  settlers  have  extended  their 
improvements  into  the  very  precincts  of  Hie  Indian 
villages.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  country  be- 
tween this  city  and  the  Des  Moines  is  taken  up, 
and  much  of  it  highly  improved.  We  would  also 
inform  our  readers  that  the  Indian  country  is  even 
superior  to  any  thing  this  side  of  the  Des  Moines, 
but  that  they  would  be  very  apt  to  doubt  our  vera- 
city. Not  wdshing  to  have  our  word  doubted  fora 
moment,  we  shall,  not,  therefore,  say  any  thing 
about  the  matter  at  present. 

Smuggling  in  New  York.  The  home  manufacturers 
and  the  honest  importers,  have  long  suffered  great  inju- 
ry from  a system  of  swindling  practised  in  New  York 
in  tiie  entry  of  woollen  goods.  We  have  seen  several 
slatements  of  the  manner  in  which  these  frauds  are 
practised.  The  following  is  from  the  Philadelphia  Na- 
tional Gazette: 

“The  duty  laid_  upon  woollen  goods  is  ad  valorem. 
estimated  by  the  first  cost,  as  it  appears  in  the  original 
invoice.  This  invoice  may  be  false  in  several  particu- 
lars; as  to  the  kind  of  cloth,  th®  quality  of  the  cloth,  the 
number  of  pieces  in  each  package  and  the  number  of 
yards  in  each  piece.  Silk  goods  or  those  of  whicn  silk 
is  the  principal  material,  coming  free  of  duty,  the  reve- 
nue is  defrauded  by  passing  under  the  latter  head,  cas- 
simers  which  have  in  fact  but  a few  silk  threads.  Fine 
clorhs  are  invoiced  below  their  value,  and  the  amount 
in  pieces  and  yards  misstated.  In  order  to  carry  out 
these  infamous  designs  upon  the  public  treasury,  and 
the  enetrprise  and  industry  of  honorable  men  in  the 
trade,  the  spurious  invoices  made  to  order  in  England 
are  sworn  to  in  the  custom  house,  and  ihe  perjury  is 
sustained  on  the  one  hand  by  the  connivance  of  official 
villains,  and  the  other  by  the  dexterity  of  the  importer. 
Thus,  among  packages  described  in  the  invoice,  a few 
intended  as  samples  are  made  up  to  correspond  with  it, 
and  the  rest  pass  without  inspection.  These  modes  of 
cheating  the  nation  are  known,  and  we  may  well  pre- 
sume there  are  others  W'hich  the  smugglers  in  and  out 
of  the  New  York  custom  house  practice  without  suspi- 
cion. The  result  is  that  the  honest  American  mer- 
chant cannot  compete  with  many  foreign  houses.  We 
are  credibly  informed  lhat  those  who  have  gone  to  Eng- 
land and  purchased  for  cash  at  the  lowest  market 
prices,  find,  when  their  goods  arrive  and  the  duties  are 
paid,  that  they  are  undersold  and  must  consequently, 
instead  of  realizing  a fair  profit,  suffer  a serious  loss. 
It  is  said  that  since  Swartwout’s  administration  ended 
in  New  York,  some  reform  has  been  effected,  but  it  is 
still  true  that  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston  can- 
not import  in  competition  with  her,  simply  on  account 
of  the  monstrous  extent  to  which  the  knavish  manao-e- 
mentand  false  oaths  of  certain  foreign  importers  with 
the  collusion  of  revenue  officers  operate  upon  the  trade. 
Nor  is  this  evil  complained  of  only  by  merchants  out  of 
New  York.  The  consciencious  part  of  the  community 
there,  is  equally  wronged;  but  the  number  of  dishonest 
rivals  is  so  great  and  powerful  that  no  proper  exposure 
is  made  by  the  local  press.  For  our  own  part,  satisfied 
as  we  are,  that  the  government  has  not  taken  proper 
measures  to  cleanse  the  Augean  stable  which  Price 
and  his  .compeers  heaped  up  with  the  moral  filih  of 
perjury,  bribery  and  peculation,  wo  are  ready  to  take 
our  share  of  any  consequences,  in  laying  before  the 
public  the  actual  outrages  upon  the  tariff  regulations 
and  the  vast  injustice  of  the  consequences.  It  is  in 
vain  to  display  this  fraudulent  system,  unless  some 
efficient  means  be  taken  to  suppress  it.  Those  which 
appear  to  us  as  adequately  corrective,  may  not  coin- 
cide with  the  views  of  our  merchants,  whose  experience 
should  suggest  another  plan,  .but  we  offer  a few  sug- 
gestions for  what  they  maybe  worth.” 

Rail  roads.  The  Baltimore  Chronicle  of  Mon- 
day states  “tliat  no  difficulty,  whatever,  will  occur 
in  the  procurement  of  funds  to  proceed,  at  once,  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  contracts  which  will  soon  be 
declared  for  the  making  of  the  Baltimore  anil  Ohio 
rail  road  to  Cumberland.  The  banks  of  (his  city, 
with  a liberality  and  regard  for  the  interests  of  the 
public  which  evince  the  public  spirit  of  those  who 
control  them,  are  about,  we  understand,  to  loan  to 
the  company,  upon  a pledge  of  a part  of  the  city’3 
subscription,  the  sum  of  half  a million  of  dollars, 
which  will  enable  Ihe  directors  to  proceed  in  tiie 
prosecution  of  the  enterprise  and  afford  them  leisure 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  most  favorable  opportuni- 
ties that  may  occur  for  rendering  available  ihe  ba- 
lance of  Ihe  subscription  of, the  cj|v  a,ui  s-afe.» 

Good  news  for  travellers — one  link  more  of  the  rail 
roads  running  west  finished.  The  Auburn  and  Syra- 
cuse rail  road  is  now  completed;  and  we  were  yes- 
terday favored  with  an  invitation  from  its  directors 
to. join  a large  number  of  citizens  in  a ride  to  Syra- 
cuse. Every  thing  appeared  to  be  in  the  best  of 
order— the  road  to  be  well  finished — the  locomotives 
lo  be  in  excellent  trim — and  an  appearance  of  good 
feeling  and  satisfaction  to  he  visible  upon  every 
countenance.  The  trip  to  Syracuse  (rather  over 
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twenty-five  miles)  was  accomplished  in  one  hour 
and  nine  minutes,  travelling  time — and  the  return  in 
some  four  or  five  minutes  less.  An  excellent  din- 
ner was  prepared  at  the  Syracuse  House,  of  which 
a large  number  of  the  citizens  of  both  villages  par- 
took; and  the  whole  passed  off  with  the  best  of 
feeling.  His  excellency  governor  Seward,  was  one 
of  the  company,  by  whom  the  party  at  the  hotel,  in 
answer  to  a toast.  Was  addressed  in  one  of  those 
neat  off-hand  touches,  for  which  he  is  so  remarka- 
ble. In  our  next,  it  will  be  our  endeavor  to  speak 
of  this  enterprise  in  a manner  more  worthy  of  those 
by  whose  energy  and  perseverance  it  has  been  com- 
pleted, as  well  as  of  the  many  advantages  which 
must  flow  from  its  successful  competition. 

[Auburn  Journal  and.  Advertiser. 

According  to  a statement  of  the  operations  of  the 
Boston  and  Worcester  rail  road  company,  recently 
published,  it  appears  that  the  total  receipts  of  the 
year  1838  were  $‘212,325,  which  with  a previous 
surplus  of  $3,281,  gave  a total  for  the  year,  of 
$218,607.  The  expenses  for  the  same  period  were 
$85,572,  and  there  was  reserved  for  extra  repairs 
$15,000,  making  a total  of  $100,572,  and  leaving  a 
nett  income  of  $118,033,  from  which  two  dividends 
of  8 per  cent,  on  the  capital  stock  had  been  paid,  say 
$102,000,  leaving  an  undivided  surplus  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  present  year  of  $16,033.  The  nett  in- 
come from  the  commencement  of  this  year  cannot 
be  accurately  ascertained;  there  is  an  increase  how- 
ever as  appears  from  the  weekly  reports  of  $4,343 
on  the  passengers,  and  $9,746  on  the  freight,  over 
the  earnings  of  last  year  at  the  same  period,  making 
a total  increase  of  $14,089. 

The  atmospheric  railroad.  A second  series  of  ex- 
periments, with  models  upon  a modelled  railroad,  of 
Clegg’s  atmospheric  principle  of  propelling  carriages  by 
means  of  exhausting  a tube  laid  down  the  line  of  road 
to  be  traversed  of  the  air  contained  in  it,  and  creating  a 
vacuum  was  made  on  Tuesday  forenoon  at  the  iron 
works  of  Messrs.  Samuda,  Southwark.  The  tube 
being  exhausted  by  means  of  an  air  pump,  the  models, 
the  leading  one  having  a piston  which  forced  open  the 
valve  of  the  tube,  proceeded  at  a rate  of  extreme  velo- 
city along  the  line,  a distance  of  thirty  or  forty  yards, 
the  ascent  being  one  foot  in  thirty.  The  models  were 
heavily  laden,  each  carrying  a cpuple  of  persons,  and 
upwards  of  15  cwt.  of  ballast  being  dispersed  over  the 
whole.  There  were  present  several  members  of  parlia- 
ment, railway  directors,  engineers,  &c.  The  machine- 
ry appeared  to  give  satisfaction. 

New  York  canals.  The  Albany  Argus  con- 
tains the  following  statements  of  the  trade  of  the 
canals. 

The  tolls  collected  on  all  the  canals  of  this  state, 
up  to  the  1st  June,  in  1838  and  1839,  were  as  lol- 


fect  at  the  dates  set  opposite  to  their  respective 
names:  \ 

1st  lieut.  E.  W. Morgan,  2d  artillery'.  May  31, 1839 
1839. 

1st  lieut.  J.  M.  Wells,  7th  infantry,  May  31,  “ 
Assist  surgeon  E.  B.  Wolcott,  April  15,  “ 
Assist,  surgeon,  B.  F.  FelloWes,  May  30  “ 

June  1. — The  six  companies  of  the  2d  regiment 
of  dragoons,  ordered  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  Flo- 
rida service,  will  take  post  at  fort  Columbus  whi- 
ther the  colonel  will  repair  and  assume  command  un- 
til further  orders.  The  horses  of  these  dismounted 
companies,  instead  of  being  sent  to  Jelfeison  bar- 
racks, as  directed  in  general  orders  of  the  19th  of 
May,  will  now  be  turned  over  to  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department  at  Garey’s  Ferry,  for  such  disposi- 
tion as  the  quartermaster  general  may  direct. 

The  3d  artillery  ordered  to  tort  Columbus,  instead 
of  being  sent  to  the  posts  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  as 
previously  ordered  by  the  general  in  chief.  This 
regirnentfthe  greater  portion  ofitj  has  been  long 
serving  in  Florida,  and  will  probably  join  the  camp 
of  instruction  near  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  very 
shortly  after  its  arrival  in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

Navy  orders.  June  1 — Capt.  G.  W.  Storer, 
command  of  receiving  ship  Boston,  vice  lieut.  J.  B. 
Montgomery,  relieved. 

Commandant  W.  K.  Latimer  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean, to  relieve  commander  Percival,  in  command 
of  the  Cyane. 

The  mails.  The  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette 
states  that  an  arrangement  has  just  been  completed 
between  the  postmaster  general  and  the  Georgia 
rail  road  and  banking  company,  by  which  the  mail 
from  New  York  to  New  Orleans  will  occupy  only 
nine  days  in  its  transit  between  the  two  cities. 
The  arrangement  is  to  go  into  effect  on  the  first  of 
July. 

Travellers  can  go  from  New  York  to  New  Or- 
leans in  nine  days,  without  unusual  fatigue,  and 
with  only  290  miles  of  staging,  viz:  70  miles  in 
North  Carolina,  and  220  in  Georgia  and  Alabama, 
and  the  remainder  being  by  rail  road. 

Freshet  in  Maine.  A gentleman  who  left 
Agusta,  Maine,  on  Thursday,  informs  us  that  the 
water  had  worn  the  bank  away  up  to  the  beautiful 
mansion  of  judge  Bridge,  and  the  house  was  demol- 
ished. The  grounds  were  covered  with  fruit  trees 
and  shrubbery,  which  did  much  to  heighten  the 
regret  which  was  felt  at  the  loss.  Half  a mile  be- 
low the  dam  several  houses  had  been  dismantled  of 
their  furniture,  doors,  windows,  See.  aiid  lashed  to 
trees  to  keep  them  from  washing  away. 

[Journal  of  Commerce. 


lows: 

April.  May.  Total. 

1839,  $108,019  40  $300,438  30  $408,457  70 

1838,  127,670  36  213,355  81  341,028  17 

Increase  for  1839,  67,431  53 

In  1838  the  navigation  commenced  on  the  12th 
April — in  1839,  on  the  20th. 

Flour  and  wheat.  Statements  of  flour  and  wheat 
left  on  the  Erie  canal,  at  the  places  named  below, 
during  the  months  of  April  and  May,  1839,  viz: 
Barrels  of  flour. 

Schenectady.  Troy.  Alban}’-. 

April  5,525  8,463  13,153 

May  15,725  33,599  96,787 


20,950  42,060  109,940 

Total  barrels  of  flour. 
During  the  same  time  there  ar- 
rived at  Troy,  of  wheat  65,207 

At  Albany  5,387 


Total  bushels,  60,594 
Equal  to  barrels  of  flour 


Total  wheat  and  flour 
Up  to  1st  June  1838,  there  arrived  at  the 
places  named  above,  of  barrels  of  flour 
And  of  wheat  135,610  bush,  equal  to  brls. 


Total  wheat  and  flour, 

Army  orders. — Under  the  provisions  of  “gener- 
al orders,”  No.  28,  of  May  20th,  major  general 
Scott,  has  selected  the  race  ground  near  Trenton, 
New  Jersey,  for  the  proposed  “camp  of  instruction,” 
and  has  called  it  “Camp  Washington.”  Brevet 
brig,  general  Eostis  is  assigned  to  the  immediate 
command. 

The  4th  artillery,  lieut.  col.  Fanning,  is  under 
orders  to  reach  the  camp  between  the  1st  and  5 h of 
June, 

May  31. — The  resignations  of  the  following  offi- 
cers haye  been  accepted  by  the  president,  to  take  ef- 


Total. 

26,841 

146,111 

172,952 

12,119 

185,071 

157,943 

27,122 

185,065 


John  C.  Spencer  being  about  to  remove  his  family 
from  Canandaigua  to  Albany,  with  the  intent  of  mak- 
ing ttiat  city  his  permanent  residence,  the  members  of 
the  bar  and  many  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of 
the  former  place,  without  distinction  of  parly,  to  mani- 
fest their  high  respect  for  his  talents,  learning  and  integ- 
rity as  a jurist,  and  his  many  virtues  as  a citizen  and  a 
neighbor,  tendered  him  a public  dinner.  The  compli- 
ment was  alike  honorable  to  those  proffering  it  and  the 
recipient. 

We  copy  below  Mr.  Spencr’s  beautiful  and  eloquent 
reply: 

To  the  hon.  Nathaniel  W.  Howell,  John  Greig,  esq. 
Moses  Atwater,  esq.  honorable  Oliver  Phelps,  hon. 
Mark  H.  Sibley,  Jared  Wilson,  esq.  Henry  B.  Gib- 
son, esq.  Henry  W.  Taylor,  esq.  and  others,  citizens 
of  Canandaigua. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received,  with  deep  emotion,  your 
letter  of  this  day,  proposing  to  manifest  your  feelings  on 
the  occasion  of  my  removal  from  this  lovely  village,  by 
a public  dinner. 

It  is  now  nearly  thirty  years  since  l made  Canandai- 
gua my  residence;  a generation  has  passed,  and  yet 
many  remain  with  whom  a delightful  social  intercourse 
has  been  maintained,  and  with  whom  it  has  been  my 
pride  and  pleasure  to  co-operate  in  labors  for  the  public 
benefit.  To  receive  from  them  such  a testimonial  of 
their  kindness,  at  a moment  when  all  the  endearing  re- 
lations which  have  so  long  subsisted  are  about  to  be 
seevred  forever,  oppresses  my  heart  with  a weight 
of  grateful  obligations,  which  cannot  find  utterance. 
The  errors  and  faults  of  youth,  of  professional  contest 
and  of  political  strife,  are  in  a moment  forgotten  by 
you,  and  you  only  remember  the  sincerity  of  purpose 
with  whicii  I have  toiled  and  contended. 

Painful  as  is  the  event  which  separates  me  from  the 
objects,  institutions  and  a community,  around  which 
ail  my  affections  had  gathered,  and  to  which  they  yet 
cling  with  a tenacity  that  only  convinces  me  how  ina- 
dequately I estimated_their  strength;  I^cannot — I ought 
not  to,  disguise,  that  such  an  assurance  as  you  have 
furnished  of  my  having  retained  your  kind  regards 
as  a neighbor,  and  your  esteem  as  a citizen,  is  a solace 
of  the  pains  of  separation,  which  will  ever  be  most  fond- 
ly cherished. 

Nothing  could  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  meet 
my  excellent  neighbors,  and  worthy  friends,  at  any 
time  or  in  any  manner  they  might  please  to  designate. 


But  the  calls  of  official  duly  leave:  ho  more  time  than  id 
absolutely  indispensable  to  the  arrangement  of  my  pri- 
vate affairs,  preparatory  to  a removal  to  Albany;  and 
I trust,  gentlemen,  that  the  same  generous  feeling 
which  have  prompted  the  suggestion  of  a dinner*  will 
induce  you  to  permit  nle  to  decline  it,  with  the  most 
sincere  acknowledgements  of  my  gratitude  for  the  un- 
deserved honor. 

1 can  only  say,  that  wherever  I may  be  placed,  my 
heart  will  be  with  Canandaigua — its  inhabitants,  its 
social,  literary  and  religious  institutions;  and  that  my 
most  fervent  prayers  will  be  offered  for  the  choicest 
blessing  of  heaven  upon  them  all.  Your  friend  and 
fellow  citizen,  John  C.  Spencer. 

Canandaigua,  May  31,  1839. 

Important  to  importers  of  iron.  Recent  instruc- 
tions from  the  treasury  department  require  offices  “to 
ascertain  with  as  much  certainty  as  practicable, 
whether  the  damage  on  iron  occurred  on  the  voyage 
of  importation — in  which  case  only  allowance  can  be 
made.  In  addition  to  the  examination  of  the  apprais- 
ers, and  certificate  ol  the  port  wardens,  {^certificates 
of  the  fact  will  be  required  in  all  cases  from  the  master 
and  mate  of  the  vessel,  in  which  the  importation  is 
made.”  [New  Bedford  Register. 

Public  schools  of  Pennsylvania.  The  fifth  annual 
report  of  the  superintendent  of  common  schools,  for 
this  state,  is  published  in  certain  of  the  Philadelphia  pa- 
pers. 

The  state,  excluding  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, is  divided  into  10,33  school  districts.  Of  these,  840 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  com- 
mon school  law,  of  which  628  have  made  reports.  As-, 
suming  the  reports  of  the  628  districts  as  a standard,  it 
is  estimated  that  there  are  in  the  840  districts,  5,269 
schools,  which  are  taught  about  six  months  of  the  year. 
The  whole  number  of  teachers  employed  in  these 
schools  is  4,758  males,  and  1,974  females,  at  average 
wages  of  $18  95  per  month  for  the  former,  and  $11,30 
for  the  latter.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  these 
schools  is  233.719.  The  average  number  of  scholars 
in  each  school  is  42,  and  the  average  cost  of  each 
scholar  per  quarter  $1  39  1-2  or  $5  58  per  year.  The 
appropriations  from  the  state  for  1839,  is  $308,919;  of 
this  sum  Philadelphia  city  and  county  receives  $39,578 
and  the  840  districts,  $214,944.  The  tax  assessed  in 
these  840  districts,  for  school  purposes  amounts  to 
$385,788,  making  the  whole  sum  raised  $600,732,  or 
$114  to  each  of  the  5,269  schools. 

Desperate  conflict.  The  Apalachicola  Gazette  of 
the  11th  ult.  contains  the  annexed  statement: — -A  des- 
perate rencounter  occurred  on  Sunday  last,  between 
several  individuals  of  this  county,  and  a gang  of  runa- 
way negroes,  whose  camp  they  came  upon  unawares. 
A Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Hollis,  and  another  individual, 
residing  about  12  miles  from  the  city,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  rivtr,  while  cattle  hunting,  came  upon  a settlement 
of  runaway  negroes.  The  first  of  the  gang  discovered 
was  a fellow  named  Caesar,  well  known  in  this  city  as 
a desperate  outlaw,  and  belonging  to  gen  Watson  of 
Columbus,  Ga.  Pie  was  immediately  seized  upon;  but 
he  proved  to  be  well  armed  with  knives  and  pistols.  A 
deadly  struggle  ensued;  others  of  the  gang  came  to  his 
assistance;  during  the  rencontre  Mr.  Herring  was  kil- 
led, being  shockingly  cut  and  mangled;  another  of  the 
party  had  his  arm  broken  with  a bludgeon,  and  was 
otherwise  severely  injured.  Mr  Hollis  says  he  was 
engaged  with  the  fellow  Caesar,  and  gave  him  many 
severe  stabs  in  the  side  and  back  with  his  hunting  knife, 
whicii  he  thinks  must  prove  fatal.  The  sheriff  of  the 
county  with  a posse,  has  gone  in  pursuit  of  the  out- 
laws. 

Statistics  of  crime.  At  the  last  sitting  of  the  Aca-  ■ 
demus  d-es  sciences  morales  et  pohtiques,  M.  Guerry  read 
a memoir  by  which  it  appealed  that  from  1826  to  1836, 
inclusive,  nearly  770,000  persons  of  both  sexes  were 
brought  before  the  courts  oi'  assizes  and  correctional  tri- 
bunals ofFranee  for  various  offences.  During  this  pe- 
riod the  annual  list  of  criminals  and  delinquents  had 
increased  from  57,669  to  79,930.  In  the  same  interval 
the  number  of  prosecutions  for  perjury  and  subornation 
of  perjury  had  augmented  one-fourth — for  murder  and 
attempt  to  murder  one-third  and  more — and  for  forge- 
ry nearly  one-half.  Blows  and  wounds  given  to  pa- 
rents and  elder  relations,  and  rapes  upon  adults  dimi- 
nished in  number,  but  violations  and  attempts  at  viola- 
tion upon  young  females  under  sixteen  years  of  age 
were  in  1836,  double  what  they  were  in  1826,  and 
parricides  more  than  treble.  A great  number  of  crimes 
were  committed  by  old  offenders.  In  the  year  1836, 
the  number  of  crimes  and  offences  committed  by  those 
who  had  been  previouslv  convicted  was  9,682,  while  in 
1828  they  were  but  4 760,  showing  an  increase  of  ra- 
ther more  than  double.  Out  of  every  1,000  prisoners  tri- 
ed before  the  courts  of  assizes  in  1826,  there  were  108 
who  had  before  been  under  condemnation;  but,  in 
1836,  there  were  205,  or  nearly  double.  Out  of  every 
1,000  offenders  placed  at  the  bars  of  the  correctional 
tribunal  in  1828,  sixty  had  been  there  before,  but,  in 
1836,  this  number  was  increased  to  113. 

The  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  in  a 
skiff.  A friend  lately  on  a visit  to  New  York,  and 
who  went  on  board  the  Robert  F . Stockton,  express- 
ed great  surprise  that  men  could  be  found  with  suffi- 
cient daring  to  venture  a passage  across  the  Atlantic 
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in  so  frail  a sea  boat.  In  a conversation  with  capt. 
Crane,  he  learned  from  that  gentleman  that  his 
countryman  ridiculed  the  idea  of  an  enterprise  so 
fraught  with  danger,  and  took  on  heavy  wagers  with 
the  heroic  captain,  that  he  would  abandon  his  dar- 
ing adventure  or  fail  in  it.  He  did  neither,  how- 
ever— both  the  courageous  captain  and  his  tiny  ves- 
sel gallantly  rode  out  the  storm  and  buffeted  the 
waves  unharmed;  and  he  lives  to  claim  his  bets,  and 
to  enjoy  the  glory  of  having  accomplished,  the 
most  daring  act  of  navigation  on  record.  The  New 
York  Gazette  thus  speaks  of  this  vessel  and  its 
crew  Phila.  Star. 

“YVe  venture  (o  say  that  the  first  emotion  felt  in 
looking  at  the  little  craft  that  has  just  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  is  that  of  thorough  astonishment.  We 
had  heard  her  called  a vessel  of  only  thirty  tons, 
and  thought  it  extraordinary  that  so  tiny  a vessel 
should  have  navigated  the  ocean,  but  a glance  at 
her  increases  the  astonishment  fifty  fold;  but  she 
really  looks  like  nothing  that  we  can  think  of  but  a 
man-of-wTar’s  barge,  and  though  she  may  be  about 
thirty  tons  American  measurement,  she  was  only 
fifteen  tons  according  to  the  steamboat  admeasure- 
ment in  England.  We  should  almost  as  soon  think 
of  going  to  England  astride  a shingle  set  on  edge 
as  to  go  to  sea  in  such  a cockle  shell  as  this.  Capt. 
Crane  would  have  been  deified  for  such  an  exploit 
any  where  else  but  in  this  land  of  mere  “business 
transactions,” — a country  where  the  community  is 
so  used  to  the  “march  of  enterprise” — so  thoroughly 
imbued  with  the  utilitarianism  of  the  day,  that  if  a 
man  were  lo  swim  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to 
Sandy  Hook  upon  a bamboo,  about  the  first  ques- 
tion asked  him  would  be,  how  much  his  provision 
for  the  passage  cost  him. 

So  small  a vessel  as  the  Robert  F.  Stockton  never 
before  reached  the  United  States  from  Europe.  The 
least  of  the  vessels  which  accompanied  Columbus 
when  he  discovered  the  continent  was  not  much  lar- 
ger, but  she  had  conductas  of  a larger  size.  On  the 
whole,  this  adv-gnture  of  the  Yankee  sailor,  we  con- 
sider one  of  the  boldest  upon  record.  Almost  bold 
enough  to  be  called  temerity  as  it  was  called  in 
England;  and  still  it  w’as  as  much  the  result  of 
cool  judgment  as  of  high  personal  fearlessness;  for 
capt.  Crane  had  tested  the  capacity  of  his  craft  by 
satisfactory  experiments,  and  saw  with  a seaman’s 
skilful  eye,  her  qualities  for  breasting  the  surges  of 
the  sea.  The  Robert  F.  Stockton  is  about  70  feet 
in  length  on  deck,  ten  feet  beam,  and  d>raws  about 
seven  feet  water.  All  save  her  deck  and  her  bul- 
warks, are  of  wrought  sheet  iron,  her  sides  being 
of  plates  five-eighths  of  an  inch  thick,  riveted  to  an 
iron  frame  work,  and  most  substantially  put  toge- 
ther. It  will  be  seen  from  her  dimensions,  tonna°-e 
and  draft  of  water,  that  she  is  exceedingly  sharp, 
and  of  course  she  must  be  a most  rapid  sailer,  and 
especially  calculated  to  go  close  to  the  wind:  With 
well  proportioned  spars  and  sails  she  must  of  neces- 
sity be  one  of  the  fastest  sailers  that  everwas  afloat. 
Nothing  can  be  judged  of  by  her  present  rig;  for  as 
her  captain  remarked,  she  has  come  all  her  way 
under  jury  masts. 

Narrow  as  she  is,  she  is  stiff,  and  one  of  the  sai- 
lors said  to  us,  “Sir,  it  would  be  impossible  to  put 
heron  her  beam  ends.”  Captain  Crane  has  been 
kind  enough  to  furnish  us  with  his  log  book  and  we 
shall  give  it  to  the  public  on  Monday:  We  con- 

sider the  captain,  mate,  and  crew  of  this  vessel 
richly  entitled  to  some  honorable  mark  of  respect 
from  our  countrymen,  some  memento  of  the  admi- 
ration that  belongs  to  so  much  skill  and  so  much 
daring,” 

Captain  Crane’s  adventure. 

The  editor  of  the  Boston  Mercantile  Journal, 
who  has  himself  had  practical  experience  as  a sai- 
lor— furuishessorae  reminiscenses  which  show  that 
the  above  feat  of  capt.  Crane,  has  not  been  without 
its  parallel  in  former  years.  He  says: 

Why  it  is  only  a few  years  ago,  that  a little 
schooner,  called  the  Missionary,  of  about  the  same 
size  and  tonnage  with  theR.  F.  Stockton,  left  Bos- 
ton for  the  Sandwich  Islands,  in  the  Pacific  ocean: 
and  although  deeply  laden,  and  of  an  unfavorable 
model,  passed  through  the  straits  of  Magellan,  and 
reached  herdestined  port  in  salety.  We  will  say 
nothing  of  captain  Shackford’s  adventure,  who  in 
a little  sloop  of  thirty  or  forty  tons,  sailed  from  Gi- 
braltar for  Deinarara,  whither  he  arrived  in  good 
time,  with  no  one  but  himself  on  board,  for  he  was 
a little  deranged  in  the  upper  story.  But  we  were 
once  one  ot  three  individuals,  composing  the  ofli- 
cers  and  crew  of  a vessel  of  less  than  thirty  tons, 
which  sailed  from  New  York  for  the  Spanish  Maine 
-and  although  we  occasionally  suffered  for  want 
ot  sleep,  having  to  perform  multifarious  duties,  we 
never  regarded  the  trip  as  in  the  remotest  decree 
perilous,  or  even  unpleasant.  \Ve  presume  there 
are  few  sailors  who  would  object  to  crossing  the  At- 
antic  in  the  R.  F.  Stockton,  on  the  plea  that  such 


a vessel  would  be  unsafe — and  although  captain 
Crane  maybe  a very  worthy,  enterprising  man,  and 
a courageous  and  skilful  seaman,  we  do  not  think 
the  mere  circumstance  of  crossing  the  Atlantic  in 
a staunch  vessel  of  thirty  tons,  well  found,  and  with 
a good  crew,  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact. 

Original  letter  from  Columbus.  Captain 
Baker  of  the  Baltimore  brig  Helen  McLeod,  lately 
arrived  from  Genoa,  has  handed  to  us  the  following 
translation  of  an  autograph  letter  from  the  great 
discoverer  of  this  continent.  It  was  given  to  cap- 
tain B.  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  American  consul,  and 
though  of  little  importance  in  itself,  it  will  be  read 
with  some  interest,  as  an  original  letter  from  Chris- 
topher Columbus,  never  before  published. 

[New  York  Gazette. 

Translation  from  the  Spanish  language  into  the  En- 
glish of  an  autograph  letter  of  Christopher  Co- 
lumbus, dated  the  2nd  April  1502,  addressed  to 
the  Bank  of  St.  George,  at  Genoa. 

On  the  outside  of  the  cover  in  which  the  letter 
was  found  folded  is  this  description: 

“MDII — letter  of  the  lord  admiral  don  Christo- 
pher Columbus.” 

Address  of  the  letter: 

“To  the  most  noble  gentlemen  of  the  most  mag- 
nificent Bank  of  St.  George.” 

Most  noble  gentlemen: — 

Altho’  my  body  be  walking  here,  my  heart  is  al- 
ways with  you.  Our  Lord  has  bestowed  on  me  the 
greatest  blessing,  which  since  the  time  of  David,  he 
has  conferred  on  any  one.  The  affairs  of  my  en- 
terprise are  already  brightening  up,  and  would 
shine  yet  more  did  not  the  darkness  of  the  govern- 
ment cover  them.  I return  to  the  Indies  in  the 
name  of  the  most  holy  trinity,  speedily  to  return 
again,  and  because  I am  mortal,  1 leave  ordeis  to 
don  Diego,  my  son,  that  of  all  my  income  he  is  to 
account  to  you  for  the  tenth  of  the  whole,  year  by 
year,  perpetually,  in  order  to  reduce  the  price  of 
corn,  wine  and  other  provisions.  If  this  tenth  part 
be  much,  accept  of  it,  and  if  not,  accept  the  good 
will  which  I feel  towards  you.  I beg  earnestly  to 
recommend  to  you  my  son.  Mister  Nicolo  Oderi- 
go  is  acquainted  with  all  my  concerns  as  much  as 
I am  myself.  I have  sent  to  him  a copy  of  all  my 
privileges  and  papers,  that  he  may  put  them  in  safe 
custody,  and  I should  be  pleased  if  you  saw  them. 

The  king  and  queen,  my  lords,  deign  to  honour 
me  more  than  ever. 

The  most  holy  trinity  guard  your  most  noble 
persons,  and  increase  the  dignity  of  your  office. 
Done  in  Seviglia,  the  2d  April,  1502. 

The  high  admiral  of  the  ocean,  vice  roy  and  go- 
vernor general  of  the  islands,  of  the  Terrafirma  of 
Asia,  and  of  the  Indies  of  the  king,  and  of  the 
queen  my  lords,  and  their  captain  general  of  the  seas. 
Sevrus  Altisimi  Salvatoris  } S. 

V S.  A.  S. 

Xristi  Marie  Yosephi.  ) X.  M.  Y. 

X to  FERENS. 

Steamboat  explosions^  The  Cincinnati  papers 
contain  the  particulars  of  a fearful  explosion  on 
board  the  steamboat  Buckeye,  attended  with  lhe 
loss  of  several  lives,  which  occurred  on  the  29th 
May,  at  midnight.  We  find  the  following  account 
of  it  in  the  Republican  of  the  5th  instant,  derived 
from  a passenger  in  the  boat  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
plosion. 

“The  Buckeye  left  New  Orleans  on  the  2Gth  of 
May,  in  company  with  the  gen.  Brown,  or  within 
a few  hours  of  her  departure.  There  was  a compe- 
tition for  speed,  each  boat  claiming  a superiority, 
which,  we  have  no  doubt,  was  a principal  cause  of 
the  disaster  which  we  have  novi'  the  painful  duty  to 
record. 

“The  gen.  Browm  had  passed  the  Buckeye  above 
Vicksburg,  the  latter  boat  under  a high  pressure  of 
steam  had  entered  the  chute  ofisland  No.  34,  about 
six  miles  above  Randolph,  (Tenn.)  a short  distance 
from  the  Mississippi  Line,  when  an  explosion  took 
place,  which  made  nearly  as  complete  a wreck  of 
the  boat,  as  that  of  the  unfortunate  Moselle. 

“The  boilers  were  thrown  up  perpendicularly  and 
in  their  descent,  were  broken  into  innumerable  pie- 
ces and  completely  wrecked  the  upper  works  of  the 
boat.  The  room  of  the  first  clerk,  Mr.  Charles 
Starkey,  was  almost  annihilated,  and  himmself  con- 
siderably, although  not  dangerously,  injured.  The 
pilot  at  the  wheel  Mr.  Chailes  Gretziriger," (com- 
monly pronounced  Cutsinger,)  of  Louisville,  was 
thiown  into  the  air  thirty  or  forty  feet,  and  instantly 
killed  on  alighting  on  deck.— the  mate  Mr.  Tlio 
mas  Rogers,  of  this  city,  is  among  the  missing  suppos- 
ed to  have  been  killed.  A person  on  watch  at  the 
time,  repo/  ted  to  be  an  engineer,  Mr.  Prentiss  of 
Portland,  Ky.  was  killed.  The  other  persons 
known  to  be  killed  by  this  explosion,  are  one  fire- 
man, (colored),  and  one  deck  passenger,  name  un- 


known. The  second  pilot,  Butler  Randolph,  is 
dangerously  injured,  and  iittle  hopes  are  entertained 
of  his  recovery. 

“Captain  Jacob  Thompson  was  on  the  boiler-deck 
at  the  time  of  the  explosion;  he  was  thrown  some 
distance  above  the  wreck,  into  the  water,  much  in- 
jured, though  not  dangerously.  The  carpenter  of 
the  boat  was  blown  ashore,  without  a single  article 
of  clothing,  and,  as  remarkable  as  it  may  appear  we- 
have  the  most  unquestionable  authority  tor  the  asser- 
tion, he  was  but  slightly  injured. 

“The  day  previous  to  the  fatal  catastrophe,  a 
dangerous  accident,  which  liked  to  have  proved  fatal 
to  the  Buckeye,  was  experienced.  A snag  ran 
through  the  larboard  guard,  carried  away  two  state 
rooms,  and  was  in  close  proximity,  in  its  ascent 
through  the  cabin  into  the  steam  pipe.  The  Buck- 
eye was  towed  to  Louisville  by  the  Sultana. 

One  of  the  boilers  of  the  steamboat  Ponchartrain 
burst  on  or  about  the  28th  ult  when  off  the  Mexican 
coast. — No  one  was  injured  though  the  machinery 
suffered  considerably.  This  vessel  had  recent  lybeen 
purchased  at  New  Orleans  for  the  service  of  the  fed- 
eralists, and  was  bound  to  Tampico  at  the  time  of 
the  accident. 

Important  question  settled.  The  follow- 
ing letter  fiom  Washington  announces  the  happy 
termination  of  the  negotiation  for  the  shipwrecked 
slaves.  It  is  very  agreeable  news  for  the  owners — 
for  the  south,  whose  rights  are  thus  respected — 
and  for  the  whole  union,  because  one  of  the  difficult 
subjects  in  negotiation  is  thus  adjusted  and  remov- 
ed. The  government  has  succeeded  in  settling  a 
very  delicate,  difficult  and  protracted  subject.  The 
minister  has  finally  settled  it,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
our  government,  and  at  the  same  time  to  the  am- 
ple security  of  the  rights  of  our  people.  We  con- 
gratulate our  readers  on  this  agreeable  result. 

[Richmond  Enq. 

Washington,  June  3. 

“The  Great  Western  has  brought  news  of  an  in- 
teresting character  also  as  regards  this  country — at 
least  the  southern  section  of  it.  It  is  reported  that 
our  minister  Mr.  Stevenson,  has  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing an  arrangement  with  the  British  government, 
by  which  it  stipulated  that  the  value  of  the  slaves 
shipwrecked,  some  eight  or  ten  years  ago  upon 
the  Bahama  islands,  shall  be  paid  to  the  claimants. 
This,  if  true,  (and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  it)  is 
not  only  important,  as  regards  individual  claimants, 
but  equally  so  in  a national  point  of  view,  as  it  es- 
tablishes a great  and  important  principle.  It  will 
be  seen,  therefore,  that  our  minister  has  been  un- 
justly censured,  by  some  of  the  southern  statesmen, 
for  a supposed  neglect  or  inattention  to  this  matter. 
So  far  from  that,  he  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for 
the  ability  and  zeal  with  which  he  has  conducted 
this  delicate  affair;  and  when  the  correspondence 
shall  be  published,  I have  no  doubt  he  will  receive 
the  thanks  of  the  country — particularly  the  slave- 
holding states.  The  arrangement  is  said  to  do  am- 
ple justice  to  the  claimants  as  it  secures  to  them  the 
full  value  of  their  property  with  interest.  This  ar- 
rangement secures  to  the  claimants  nearly  $500  a 
piece  for  their  slaves,  including  men,  women  and 
children — more  than  wTas  ever  allowed  on  any  former 
occasion  by  the  British  goverment.  Mr.  Gallatin, 
succeeded,  I believe  in  getting  only  about  $200  for 
the  slaves  that  were  taken  off  by  their  ships  of  war, 
during  the  late  war  with  that  country.” 

Terrible  calamity.  Three  or  four  years  since  a 
company  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the 
water  of  the  Kennebec  river,  creating  an  immense 
moving  power,  and  erecting  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. A dam  was  thrown  across  the  stream  about 
a mile  above  the  beautiful  village  of  Augusta.  The 
rolling  part  in  the  centre  of  the  river,  600  feet  in  length, 
was  built  of  hemlock  logs  from  one  foot  to  three  leet 
in  diameter,  locked  together  and  well  secured  with 
iron  bolts  and  treenails,  and  the  interstices  filled  with 
heavy  stone.  The  base  was  127  feet  thick,  the  top 
was  capped  with  stone,  and  the  upper  slope  loaded 
with  ballast  and  gravel— the  height  above  the  bed  of 
the  river  was  42  feet,  above  the  level  of  ordinary  high 
tides  at  the  foot  of  lhe  dam  16  1-2  feet.  On  the  west 
side  was  a lock  of  massive  masonry,  rising  about  13  1 2 
feet  above  the  top  of  the  rolling  dam.  At  each  end 
were  sluices  of  heavy  stone  work,  by  which  the  water 
was  to  be  drawn  into  canals  and  carried  along  the 
banks  below  to  be  poured  on  the  wheels  of  machine- 
ry. The  whole  length  of  the  dam  with  its  abutments, 
locks,  and  sluices,  could  not  have  been  less  than  about 
1,000  feet.  It  raised  a pond  about  15  miles  lono,  of 
the  average  breadth  of  700  feet,  and  from  10  to  15~feet 
deep.  The  cost  of  the  structure  was  very  great-  it 
has  been  estimated  from  200,000  to  $500,000.  Exten- 
sive saw  mills  had  been  built  on  the  west  side  of  the 
dam  to  manufacture  the  lumber  floated  down  front  the 
northern  townships.  The  plan  was  similar  to  that  by 
which  the  waters  of  the  Merrimack  have  been  turned 
from  their  bed  lo  operate  the  vast,  .works  at  Lowell* 
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Had  it  been  successful,  in  the  capital  of  Maine, 
another  city  of  corporaiions,  with  its  streets  ol  manu- 
factories and  miles  of  operatives  might  have  been 
reared  to  rival  the  great  workshops  of  production  in 
Massachusetts. 

The  whole  works  were  destroyed  by  a remarkable 
calamity.  The  Kennebec  had  been  swelled  by  the  re- 
cent rains,  and  on  Friday  afternoon  the  river  began  to 
work  its  way  around  the  western  side  of  die  darn, 
where  the  steep  bank  was  formed  of  the  coarse  gravel 
most  easily  moved  by  the  continuous  action  of  the 
strong  current  of  waters.  The  river  worked  for  itself 
a channel,  turning  above  the  dam  and  pouring  the  ac- 
cumulated flood  of  the  pond  westward,  it  hollowed  a 
deep  and  vast  canal,  tearing  away  the  earth  until  it 
had  dug  out  a circuitous  way  about  fifty  rods  in  breadth 
and  more  than  seven  hundred  feet  in  length.  By  this 
outbreak  the  dam  has  been  left  high  and  dry,  its  value 
has  been  destroyed — and  if  ever  again  made  useful,  it 
must  be  by  throwing  another  structure  across  the' 
channel  formed  by  the  flood  near  a thousand  feet  in 
extent. 

Lieut.  McKenzie.  We  cheerfully  give  place  to  the 
annexed  testimonial  to  the  character  and  efficiency, 
as  a naval  commander,  of  lieut.  Slidell  Mackenzie. 

[N.  Y.  American. 

Montivideo  March  21),  1339. 
The  U.  S.  brigatine  Dolphin,  Alexander  Slidell  Mac- 
kenzie commander,  left  this  on  the  21st  instant,  bound 
to  various  ports  in  Brizil  and  thence  to  the  United 
States.  " 

Although  bound  to  his  own  loved  home,  where  many 
and  dear  friends  are  anxiously  waiting  to  greet  and  wel- 
come him,  we  cannot  allow  the  occasion  to  pass  with- 
out expressing  our  sincere  regret  at  the  departure  of  this 
efficient  and  gentlemanly  commander.  During  the 
whole  ofhis  stay  on  this  station,  he  has  been  eminently 
useful  to  his  countrymen,  and  has  afforded  assistance 
to  many  of  the  natives  who  required  his  pro'ecticn  in 
the  various  political  changes  of  these  countries.  He 
carries  with  hint  with  scarcely  a dissenting  voice,  the 
best  wishes  of  all  who  know  him,  either  personally  or  by 
reputation. 

Without  reference  to  the  conduct  of  any  previous 
commanders,  we  do  hope  that  in  future  the  “Brazilian 
station”  may  be  favored  with  men,  who  like  lieut.  Mac- 
kenzie, will  not  allow  the  rights  of  their  countrymen  to 
be  trampled  upon  with  impunity.  In  no  instance  during 
his  brief  command  here  did  he  suffer  a foreign  power 
to  obtain  a single  advantage  over  our  flag,  although  his 
force  was  comparatively  trifling.  All  who  are  conver- 
sant with,  or  interested  in  the  business  of  the  river  La 
Plata,  will  remember  his  decision  and  firmness  in  the 
eases  of  the  American  bark  Madonna  and  schooner 
Fleet,  and  the  good  results  obtained  by  the  steps  he 
took  in  regard  to  those  vessels. 

As  we  said  before,  we  are  sorry  to  part  with  lieut. 
Mackenzie,  and  we  wish  him  well  wherever  fate  may 
lead  him.  We  are  no  prophets  if  his  future  career  be 
not  a brilliant  one,  should  circumstances  call  him  to 
unsheathe  his  sword  in  defence  of  his  country’s  rights. 
Southgate  & Co.  Zimmerman,  Frazier  & Co. 

Alfred  Peabody,  Edward  Davison, 

Win.  A.  Rhodes,  James  P.  Fiiret, 

Amory  Edwards. 

Branding-  The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle,  in  no- 
ticing the  account  of  the  recent  “branding  and  whip- 
ping” of  two  soldiers  at  Detriot,  states  that  the  brand- 
in^ras  it  is  termed,  does  not  mean  searing  with  a hot 
iron,  but  signifies  merely  the  marking  of  the  letter  D. 
with  Indian  ink,  on  some  concealed  part  of  the  per- 
son so  that  recruiting  officers  may  not  be  imposed 
on  thereafter.  The  infliction  of  corporeal  punish- 
ment by  stripes  or  lashes,  is  allow  ed  by  the*7tb  section 
of  the  act  of  1S33,  March  2,  on  any  enlisted  soldier 
who  shall  be  convicted  of  the  crime  of  desertion. — 
This  section  should  be  repealed  There  can  be  no- 
thinornore  abhorrent  to  the  feelings,  more  calculated  to 
breAthe  spirit,  than  the  infliction  of  this  description  of 
punishment. 

Visit  to  the  count  de  Survilliers.  From  the  New 
Jersey  State  Gazette  On  Friday  last  the  governor  and 
court  of  appeals,  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  se- 
nators Southard  and  Wall,  the  adjutant  and  quarter- 
master generals  and  a number  of  gentlemen  engaged 
in  public  business  in  Trenton,  dined  with  the  count  de 
Survilliers.  The  respect  for  the  state  authorities  and 
our  institutions,  manifested  as  well  by  the  previous  in- 
vitation as  by  the  cordial  and  unaffected  hospitality 
with  which  the  guests  were  received,  is  characteristic 
of  this  illustrious  personage:  who  has  secured  the 
hiohest  place  in  our  esteem  by  a long  course  of  bene- 
volence and  urbanity  toward  private  individuals,  and 
of  attachment  to  our  public  institutions,  inferior  only 
to  his  devotion  to  his  beloved  France. 

It  is  painful  to  those  who  sincerely  admire  the  vene- 
rable exile,  to  know  that  his  “mental  vision  is  still 
backward  turning  upon  the  past;”  and  the  recent  de 
cease  of  a favorite  daughter  has  added  another  to  the 
sorrows  which  press  upon  his  heart.  He  seeks  to  mi- 
tigate his  griefs  by  amiable  arts:  by  the  personal  super- 
intendence of  his  wide  and  highly  cultivated  domains, 
by  co-operating  with  nature  to  produce  pleasing  pros- 
pects and  sylvan  shades,  by  acts  of  munificent  hospi- 
tality, and  the  quiet  dispensations  of  a beneficence  that 
knows  no  limit,  and  is  more  than  the  application  of  the 
benevolent  inscription  on  one  of  his  marbles. 

“Non  ign.ara  mali,  miseris  succurere  disco." 


Important  decision.  The  circuit  court  of  the 
Untied  States  has  decided  that  the  late  law  of  con- 
gress, concerning  steamboats,  is  not  applicable  to 
boats  navigating  the  Mississippi  river.  There  are 
nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  suits,  to  which  this  deci- 
sion is  applicable.  The  case  before  the  court  was  that 
of  the  United  States  vs.  captain  Price,  on  an  informa- 
tion, that  the  said  captain  had  not  complied  with  the 
act  of  congress  in  procuring  iron  tiller  ropes  for  the 
use  of  his  boat.  [N.  O.  Bee. 

This  decision  was  founded  on  the  following  case: 
The  United  States  vs.  the  captains  of  several  steamboats. 

The  suite  against  captains  Price,  Gilbert,  Reid,_  and 
other  captains  of  steamboats  were,  by  consent  of  par- 
ties, transferred  from  the  Louisiana  district  court  to 
this  tribunal,  on  the  understanding  that  the  decision  of 
the  Uniled  States  circuit  court,  in  these  cases,  should 
regulate  the  several  suits  now  pending  on  the  same 
question. 

A case  agreed  upon  by  the  counsel  for  the  several 
parties,  admitted  the  facts  that  these  boats  were  en- 
gaged in  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  but  that 
some  were  merely  running  within  the  boundaries  of 
this  state,  and  that  they  had  wheel  or  tiller  ropes  in 
place  of  iron  rods  or  chains. 

The  law  points,  therefore,  arising  from  the  above 
case,  were, 

1st.  The  constitutionality  of  this  law,  and 
2d.  The  applicability  of  the  law  to  the  waters  of  the 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  Slidell,  attorney  for  the  United  States,  on  the 
first  question,  namely,  constitutionality  of  the  law, 
contended  at  length,  and  cited  authorities  in  support  of 
his  argument,  that  congress  had  aright  to  regulate  the 
foreign  and  international  commerce  of  the  U.  States 
that  commerce  means  not  only  the  buying  and  selling  of 
goods,  but  the  intercourse  of  countries;  that  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Mississippi  are  waters  of  the  United  States, 
and  can  be  acted  on  by  congress  wherever  they  are 
found;  that  vessels  which  have  taken  out  their  license 
to  navigate,  and  are  enrolled  as  coasters,  are  strictly 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  when  sailing 
under  that  license:  That  by  the  law  of  the  18th  Fe- 
bruary, 1793,  coasting  is  held  to  mean  intercourse,  not 
only  between  different  states  by  sea,  but  by  navigable 
rivers  running  through  several  states  to  mean  different 
districts  in  the  same  state,  but  different  points  in  the 
same  state,  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  decreed  by  th« 
supreme  court  of  New  York,  that  a voyage  from  New 
York  to  Albany  by  the  Hudson  was  as  much  a coast- 
ing voyage  as  from  New  York  to  Bedford  by  sea. 
That  these  vessels  having  taken  out  a coasting  license 
and  enrolled  themselves  pursuant  to  the  limited  states 
laws,  are  under  the  control  of  the  general  government, 
and  if  they  accept  of  the  privileges  conferred  by  this 
license,  cannot  divest  themselves  of  the  restrictions. 

On  the  second  question,  as  to  the  applicability  of 
the  law  to  the  Mississippi  river,  counsel  remarked  that 
in  this  act  congress  had  two  objects  in  view,  the  safety 
of  passengers,  and  preservation  of  property;  and  that 
though  the  title  of  the  act  (namely,  passengers  merely) 
was  deficient,  yet  that  this  deficiency  was  cured  by 
the  body  of  the  act,  which  related  to  passengers,  navi- 
gation, commerce.  &c.  and  that  it  would  be  ridicu- 
lous to  contend  that  this  defective  title  would  swallow 
up  the  entire  act.  In  referring  to  the  laws  of  the  last 
session  passed  by  our  state  legislature,  counsel  con- 
tended thev  were  incompatible  with  the  rights  of  the 
federal  government,  who  alone  had  control  over  the 
commerce  the  of  country,  and  that  any  other  supposing 
would  be  absurd,  inasmuch  as  had  the  several  stales 
bordering  on  the  Mississippi  a right  to  make  laws  on 
this  subject,  that  from  the  difference  of  views,  parties 
and  local  interests,  the  laws  of  each  state  would  be  at 
variance  with  those  of  the  others. 

In  referring  to  the  words  of  the  steamboat  law,  coun- 
sel contended  that  though  section  8 related  merely  to 
vessels  at  sea  or  on  the  lakes,  yet  that  section  9,  con- 
taining the  "Words  all  vessels,  showed  congress  meant 
universally,  and  to  include  all  vessels  and  extend  its 
enactments  to  the  southern  waters. 
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Further  extracts  from  papers  received  by  the  Great 
Western. 

The  Glasgow  Chronicle  states  that  a compa- 
ny is  forming  in  that  city,  for  carrying  passen- 
gers and  merchandise  between  the  Clyde  and  New 
York,  in  an  iron  steamboat  of  great  power  and 
capacity,  which  shall  go  at  the  rate  of  16  miles  an 
hour,  and  make  the  voyage  in  10  days.  Capital 
£50,000. 

The  queen  gave  a brilliant  ball — her  first  state 
ball  in  fact — at  the  palace  on  Friday.  Every 
thing  appears  to  have  been  conducted  in  a very 
magnificent  style. — Four  rooms  were  opened  for 
dancing,  and  the  rest  of  the  state  rooms  were  va- 
riously used  lor  the  reception  room,  drawing  room 
and  supper  room.  There  were  canopies  in  ali  the 
rooms,  under  which  were  placed  thrones  for  the 
queen,  and  seats  for  the  royal  visitors — the  eti- 
quette being,  we  believe,  that  none  but  royalty 
shall  sit  in  the  queen’s  presence!  There  was  an 
exhibition  of  statues  from  the  antique,  and  the 
busts  of  Socrates,  and  other  philosophers.  There 
were  portraits  of  George  III,  queen  Charlotte,  the 
duke  of  Kent,  the  princess  Charlotte,  and  there 
were  choice  flowering  shrubs  and  exotics,  hired 


lor  the  occasion.  All  was  very  grand — and,  for 
all,  John  Bull  pays. 

Among  the  royal  visiters  were,  the  duchess  of 
Kent,  duchess  of  Gloucester,  duke  and  duchess  of 
Cambridge,  and  princess  Augusta  of  Cambridge, 
the  grand  duke  of  Russia,  and  prince  Frederick 
Henry  of  Holland,  the  duke  of  Wellington,  earl 
Gray,  lord  Durham,  lord  Melbourne,  and  most  of 
the  ex-miriistry,  Bulwer,  and  so  on. 

John  Van  Buren  was  a guest,  as  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Stevenson,  (of  the  embassy,)  Mr.  Benjamin 
Rush,  ai  d Mr.  H.  B.  Livingston. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Commercial  Advertiser. 

On  Tuesday,  the  7th  of  May,  the  whrgs  resign- 
ed, as  our  readers  know,  and  both  houses  adjourn- 
ed to  Friday.  The  queen,  according  to  the  Lon- 
don Herald,  was  deeply  affected  when  lords  Cot- 
tenhain  and  Melbourne  definitively  announced  to 
her  that  the  whig  ministry  was  extinct — affected 
even  to  tears.  Her  majesty  wished  to  send  lor 
lord  Normanby,  and  entrust  to  him  the  formation 
ol  the  new  cabinet;  but  lord  Melbourne  honestly 
advised  her  to  call  in  the  duke  of  Wellington,  and 
place  the  country  unreservedly  in  his  hands. 

The  duke  watted  uj  on  the  queen,  and  advised 
her  to  place  Ibe  formation  of  the  new  cabinet  in 
the  hands  of  sir  Robert  Peel — thinking  it  most 
proper  that  the  prime  minister  should  be  a mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  commons.  On  Wednesday, 
therefore,  sir  Robert  v\  as  appointed  first  lord  of  the 
treasury  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer — receiv- 
ing^! course,  a carte  blanche  lor  the  ministerial 
ariangemeiits. 

Thursday  the  cabinet  was  constructed  as  follows: 
Lord  chancellor,  lord  Lyudhurst. 

President  of  the  council,  duke  of  Wellington? 
First  lord  of  the  treasury,  and  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  sir  Robort  Peel. 

Foreign  secretary,  earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Colonial  secretary,  lord  Stanley. 

Home  secretary  , sir  James  Graham. 

These  arrangement  were  announced  in  the 
Morning  Post  of  Friday. 

But  on  Thursday  night  the  Peel  ministry  was 
already  at  an  end.  The  actual  cause  of  this  event 
are  differently  related  by  the  whig  and  lory  papers 
— the  former  alleging  that  sir  Robert,  with  an  ex- 
tent of  exaction  that  was  scarcely  courteous,  and 
certainly  not  prudent,  demanded  the  immediate 
dismissal  of  all  the  ladies  composing  her  majesty’s 
household;  and  that  the  queen  indignantly  refused 
compliance  with  this  demand,  saying,  "I  would 
rather  be  reduced  to  the  level  of  a subject,  than  be 
deprived  of  the  society  of  those  fo  whom  I am 
personally  attached,  and  who  have  been  the  friends 
ol  my  childhood.” 

The  tory  journals,  on  the  other  hand,  say  that 
the  demand  of  sir  Robert  was  only  for  such  a pro- 
portionate change  in  the  household  appointments 
as  should  give  evidence  to  the  country  that  the 
mimtsers  enjoyed  her  majesty’s  confidence,  and 
that  parties  who  had  ceased  to  be  responsible  could 
no  longer  exercise  an  influence  upon  the  royal 
mind.  The  Times  gives  the  names  of  the  ladies 
whose  removal  was  considered  by  sir  Robert  in- 
dispensable; namely,  the  dutchess  ot  Sutherland 
and  the  countess  of  Burlington,  both  sisters  to  lord 
Morpeth,  lady  Charlemont,  and  the  marchioness  of 
Normanby. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  however,  both  parties  insisted, 
and  sir  Robert  accordingly  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion. winch  was  at  once  accepted,  and  the  queen 
recalled  lords  Melbourne  and  John  Russell  to  their 
posts.  The  “explanations”  will  tell  the  rest. 

In  the  meantime  it  is  clear  that  sir  Robert  lias 
committed  a blunder — unless  indeed  he  was  satis- 
fied that  he  could  not  sustain  himself;  either  with 
the  present  house  of  commons  or  with  the  result  of 
a new  election — which,  perhaps,  is  the  real  truth 
of  the  matter.  But  if  he  actually  expected  and 
intended  to  remain  in  office,  his  movement  respect- 
ing the  household  was  premature.  By  waiting  for 
such  accessions  of  strength  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons as  time  might  give  him,  and  by  gradually 
effecting  the  changes  he  thought  necessary,  he 
would  at  once  have  spaied  the  queen’s-leelings  and 
gained  the  power  to  compel  her  acquiescence;  as  it 
is,  he  has  given  her  majesty  the  advantage,  by 
tieating  her  with  apparent  harshnes,  and  enlisting 
the  sympathies  of  the  country  in  her  behalf— as  is 
abundantly  show  n in  the  multitudes  of  addresses 
pouring  in  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  approv- 
ing and  applauding  her  course,  and  expressing  the 
warmest  satisfaction  with  its  result. 

The  explanations,  it  will  be  seen,  were  made  in 
the  house  of  commons  on  the  13th,  and  in  the  house 
of  lords  on  the  14th;  and  both  houses  subsequent- 
ly adjourned  to  the  27th. 

The  papers,  as  may  be  supposed,  abound  with 
rumors  of  approaching  cabinet  changes.  We  give 
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the  following,  Irom  the  Standard  (tory)  as  a 
specimen: 

Lord  John  Russell,  lord  Palmerston,  and  Mr. 
Soring  Rice,  it  is  said,  retire  from  the  cabinet,  and 
are  to  ue  raised  to  the  peerage.  Lord  Morpeth  to 
succeed  lord  John  Russell,  at  the  home  office  and 
as  leader  in  the  house  of  commons;  lord  Durham  to 
be  foreign  secretary;  Mr.  diaries  Buller,  under 
secretary;  Mr.  Poulet  Thompson  to  be  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer. 

Tuat  lord  Durham  will  come  in  we  think  not 
very  improbable,  as  his  quarrel  with  the  court 
seems  to  be  made  up;  tor,  we  observe  that  he  was 
present  at  the  queen’s  firststate  ball  for  the  season, 
on  the  evening  oi  the  loth.  [IV.  Y.  Com. 

House  of  commons — Monday,  May  13. 

Sir  R.  Peel,  lord  Stanley,  and  other  leading  con- 
servative members,  entered  the  house  at  twenty 
minutes  before  5 o’clock,  and  took  their  usual 
seats  on  the  opposition  benches. 

Loid  J.  Russell  entered  the  house  at  ten  minutes 
beiure  5 o’clock.  The  noble  lord  was  loudly 
cheered  by  the  ministerial  benches,  which  were 
met  with  counter  cheers  irom  the  opposition  side. 
The  scene  at  this  moment  was  one  of  the  most 
animated  description. 

Ministerial  explanations . 

Lord  J.  Russell  rose,  and,  speaking  in  a very 
low  tone  ol  voice,  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  since  I last 

addressed  this  house,  stating  the  resignation  of 
lord  Melbourne  and  his  colleagues,  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  opposite — [cries  of  speak  out.  At 
tins  moment  considerable  noise  was  occasioned  by 
lowei  mg  the  lustres,  lor  the  purpose  of  lighting  the 
candies.  The  noble  lord  appeared  somewhat  dis- 
concerted at  the  interruption,  and  at  the  sugges- 
tion «l  several  honorable  members,  resumed  his 
seat  during  the  process  of  lighting  the  candles. 
The  operation  being  completed.] 

Lord  J.  Russell  resumed:  Sir,  since  I had  last 
the  honor  ot  addressing  the  house,  the  right  ho- 
norable baronet,  the  member  for  Tamworth,  re- 
ceived her  majesty’s  authority  to  present  to  her  a 
plan  lor  the  jormalion  of  a new  administration. 
That  attempt  having  tailed,  her  majesty  has  been 
most  graciously  pleased  to  grant  to  the  right  ho- 
norable gentleman  her  full  permission  to  state  all 
the  circumstances  of  that  negotiation.  What  I 
now  propose  is,  that  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
should  take  the  opportunity  of  making  his  state- 
ment; and  v.  hen  he  lias  done  so,  I shall  state  to  the 
house  ihe  reasons  which  have  induced  me  and  my 
right  honorable  friends  to  take  back  those  places 
which  we  recently  tendered  to  tier  majesty.  What 
1 now  propose  is,  that  this  house,  at  its  rising,  do 
adjourn  to  Wednesday  next,  and  on  that  day  it  is 
my  intention  to  move  that,  at  its  rising,  it  adjourn 
to  1 tie  Friday  in  Whitsun  week. 

Sir  R.  Reel  then  addressed  the  house  to  the  fol- 
lowing eilect: — 

Mr.  Speaker,  I have  reserved  to  this  place  and 
to  this  occasion,  the  explanation  which  1 feel  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  orter,  w i in  respect  to  the  circumstan- 
ces that  nave  induced  me  to  relinquish  the  attempt 
at  lorming  an  administration  lur  conducting  Ihe  go- 
vernmeiH  ol  the  country.  In  the  outset  ol  this  ex- 
planation, J trust  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
disclaim  any  sanction  on  my  part  of  statements 
wliicU  have  appeared  belore  ihe  public  relating  to 
this  subject,  such  statements  were  made  without 
my  sanction,  and  without  my  wishes,  if  my  wishes 
could  have  prevented  them.  [Hear,  hear.]  i 
could  most  willingly  forego  all  personal  considera- 
tions on  this  occasion,  and  willingly  bear  any  ob- 
loquy that  might  perhaps  attach  to  me  by  my  si- 
lence as  to  reemit  circumstances,  but  some  of  those 
circumstances  were  ol  so  important  and  interesting 
a character,  connected  as  they  were  with  a pending 
change  in  the  whole  administration  of  the  country, 
and  Me  praclice  which  has  so  long  prevailed  of  in- 
forming the  house  of  such  matters,  that  my  private 
feelings  give  way  to  what  I feel  to  be  the  duty  of 
entering  into  explanations  of  them  in  the  lace  of 
this  house  anil  the  country.  [Hear,  hear.] 

1 am  luliy  aware  of  the  difficulties  which  attend 
all  such  explanations,  and  there  are  some  which 
are  peculiar  to  Ihe  present  case.  From  a portion  of 
these,  winch  would  otherwise  be  insuperable,  1 
have  been-relieved  by  her  majesty’s  most  kind  and 
gracious  permission  to  give  an  explanation  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  I relinquish  the  attempt 
to  form  an  administration.  For  such  permission  I 
applied  yesterday  to  lord  Melbourne.  It  is  unne- 
cessary lor  me,  1 presume,  to  read  my  own  letter 
on  the  subject.  The  answer  to  it  L received  from 
lord  Melbourne,  dated  South  street,  May  12,  was 
— “lord  Melbourne  presents  his  compliments  to  sir 
R.  Peel,  and  having  already,  in  expectation  of  such 
a request,  taken  her  majesty’s  pleasure  on  the  sub 
ject,  he  feels  himself  authorised  at  once  to  signify 
to  sir  R.  Peel  her  majesty’s  full  permission  to  ex- 


plain the  circumstances  under  which  he  relinquish- 
ed the  attempt  to  form  an  administration,  and  with 
that  view  to  make  use  of  the  correspondence  with 
her  majesty,  that  took  place  on  the  10th  of  May.” 
After  this  gracious  permission,  no  one  will,  I pre- 
sume, doubt  that  1 am  fully  authorised  to  enter 
upon  this  explanation.  In  doing  so,  iny  chief  anxie- 
ty is,- that  l may  be  fully  mindful  of  the  sacred  ob- 
ligations under  which  I am  placed,  to  act  with  jus- 
tice and  impartiality  toward  the  illustrious  lady 
who  is  connected  with  these  transactions. 

Sir,  under  any  circumstances,  I trust  that  I 
should  feel  the  full  force  of  that  obligation;  but  if 
any  thing  could  add  to  the  strength  of  that  leeling, 
it  would  be  the  relation  in  which  I have  so  lately 
stood  to  my  sovereign,  and  the  intercourse  which  I 
have  been  graciously  permitted  to  hold  with  her. 
Sir,  it  is  well  known,  that  in  the  progress  of  an  at- 
tempt to  form  an  administration  much  communica- 
tion will  pass,  and  many  circumstances  will  occur, 
which  need  not  necessarily  enter  into  such  an  ex- 
planation as  I ain  now  making  to  the  house;  it  is 
not,  therefore,  necessary  for  me  to  interrupt  the 
statement  of  the  more  important  facts  of  the  case, 
by  introducing  matters  which  do  not  bear  on  those 
facts;  but  if,  in  the  course  of  my  statement,  I should 
be  thought  to  omit  any  important  circumstance,  or 
if  the  noble  lord  (John  Russell)  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  house  will  invite  farther  explanation  on 
any  point,  I shall  most  readily  give  it,  for  I am 
most  anxious  that  this  house  and  the  public  mind 
should  be  most  fully  informed  as  to  every  material 
fact  that  has  occurred.  If  the  noble  lord  will  put 
any  question,  or  suggest  any  farther  elucidation  as 
to  any  part  of  my  statement,  I shall  most  readily 
after  the  gracious  permission  I have  received,  an- 
swer any  question  or  give  any  explanation  that  I 
can,  without  any  reserve  or  qualification  whatever. 
Sir,  I will  now  proceed,  therefore,  to  state  those 
facts  which  appear  to  me  to  have  the  slightest  re- 
ference to  any  matters  requiring  to  be  explained. 

I waited  on  her  majesty  by  desire  at  2 o’clock 
on  Wednesday,  the  8th  of  May.  Her  majesty  had 
previously  seen  the  duke  of  Wellington-  and  had 
invited  him  to  assist  her  in  the  formation  of  a go- 
vernment. The  duke  of  Wellington  had  informed 
her  majesty  that  the  chief  difficulty  of  a govern- 
inentwould  be  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  there- 
fore, partly  on  other  considerations,  but  chiefly  on 
that,  advised  her  majesty  to  send  for  one  who  would 
have  the  advantage  of  being  heard  in  the  commons 
as  her  majesty’s  minister,  and  at  the  same 
time  he  suggested  iny  name.  I waited  on  her 
majesty  in  consequence,  and  was  asked  whether 
I was  willing  to  assist  her  majesty  in  forming  a 
new  administration.  Her  majesty  observed  to  me 
at  the  same  time  that  she  had  parted  with  her  late 
advisers  with  great  reluctance  and  regret.  [Hear, 
hear,  from  the  ministerial  benches.]  Her  majesty 
added,  that  her  late  ministers  had  in  all  respects 
given  her  entire  satisfaction,  but  that  in  conse- 
quence of  their  resignation,  it  became  necessray  to 
take  steps  to  form  a new  administration.  It  is  un- 
necessary for  me  to  go  into  a detail  of  all  that  was 
said,  but  1 must  say  that  no  one  could  have  expres- 
sed more  fully,  more  naturally,  or  more  becoming- 
ly, the  high  sense  she  entertained  of  the  services  of 
her  late  ministers,  and  her  regret  at  their  loss,  nor 
at  the  same  time  could  any  one  have  expressed 
principles  more  strictly  constitutional  with  respect 
to  the  formation  of  a new  government.  [Hear.] 

I did  not  hesitate  to  state  to  her  majesty  that  I 
was  not  insensible  to  the  great  difficulties  with 
which  I had  to  contend  in  the  performance  of  the 
task  she  had  been  pleased  to  confide  to  me,  but 
that  having  been  a party  to  the  vote  of  the  house  of 
commons  which  had  led  to  the  necessity  of  forming 
a new  administration,  l felt  it  a paramount  obliga- 
tion on  me  to  render  her  majesty  every  assistance 
in  my  power,  as  much  as  if  I myself  had  been  the 
cause  of  the  difficulties  in  which  she  had  been  plac- 
ed. I therefore,  at  her  majesty’s  command  under- 
took to  form  an  administration,  and  I proposed  to 
her  majesty  that  I should  return  on  the  following 
day,  hoping  that  in  the  interim  I should  be  able  to 
arrange  such  a list  as  would  secure  the  administra- 
tion of  the  chief  executive  offices  of  the  state,  and 
to  show  to  her  majesty  and  to  the  country  that  I 
was  prepared  promptly  and  energetically  to  perforin 
the  duty  I had  undertaken.  [Hear,  hear.]  I con- 
ferred, in  the  course  of  the  day,  (on  Wednesday), 
with  those  with  whom  I had  the  more  immediate 
opportunity  ofso  doing,  and  I requested  that  they 
would  permit  me  to  submit  t heir  names  foi  her  ma- 
jesty’s approval,  as  constituting  a part  of  the  go- 
vernment. The  names  I referred  to  were  eight. 
They  were  the  following:  the  duke  of  Wellington, 
lord  Lyndhurst,  the  earl  of  Aberdeen,  lord  Ellen- 
borougli,  lord  Stanley,  sir  James  Graham,  Mr. 
Goulburn  and  sir  Henry  Hardinge.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  I waited  on  her  majesty,  and  submitted 


those  names  for  her  approval,  and  at  the  same  time 
stated  to  her  majesty,  that  while  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington placed  his  services  entirely  at  her  majesty’s 
disposal,  his  own  inclination  would  be  more  grati- 
fied if  he  were  permitted  to  hold  a place  in  the  cabi- 
net without  office,  he  taking  the  lead  in  the  house 
of  lords  (as  the  right  honorable  baronet  was  under- 
stood to  say).  Her  majesty  expressed  a particular 
wish  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  should  hold  some 
important  office.  [Hear.]  I told  her  majesty  that 
I 3fiould,  of  course,  convey  her  wish  to  the  noble 
duke,  at  the  same  time  assuring  her  majesty  that  I 
had  no  doubt  that  he  would  readily  forego  any  pri- 
vate inclination  of  his  own,  and  consent  take  any 
office,  however  important,  at  her  majesty’s  wish. 
[Hear,  hear.]  No  question  arose  up  to  this  time, 
either,  as  to  the  formation  of  the  government,  or  as 
to  its  conduct,  on  which  I feel  it  necessary  to  re- 
mark. Her  majesty  conceded  at  once  without  re- 
serve, all  that  could  be  wished  or  expected,  a3  far 
as  related  to  offices  in  the  household  filled  by  no- 
blemen or  gentlemen  holding  seats  in  this  or  the 
other  house  of  parliament.  The  difficulty  related 
altogether  to  the  situations  in  the  household  filled 
by  ladies.  In  reference  to  this  point,  I think  it 
much  better  on  mature  consideration,  that  I should, 
in  the  first  instance,  enter  into  no  statements  as  to 
impressions  of  what  passed,  but  that  I should  con- 
fine myself  exclusively  to  what  actually  did  pass. 
Because  if  I were  here  to  slate  impressions,  I 
should  be  stating  only  those  which  were  my  own, 
and  arising  from  communications  that  passed  where 
two  parties  only  were  present,  and  I must  bear  in 
mind  that  I alone  am  here  to  tell  them.  [Hear, 
hear.] 

On  the  Wednesday  evening,  then,  I had  an  op- 
portunity of  consulting  at  my  own  house  with 
those  friends  whose  names  I was  to  present  to  her 
majesty’s  approval  on  the  next  day.  I slated  to 
them — and  there  are  now  lour  of  them  present, 
who  heard  what  passed — they  are  my  noble  friend 
the  member  for  North  Lancashire,  (lord  Stan- 
ley), my  right  lion,  friend  Ihe  member  for  the  Cam- 
brnige  University,  (Mr.  Goulburn),  and  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  member  of  Pembroke,  (sir  J. 
Graham),  and  my  right  hon.  and  gallant  friend  the 
member  for  Launceston,  (sir  H.  Hardinge), — I 
stated  to  them  and  to  the  other  friends  already 
named  the  course  which  1 intended  to  take  with 
respect  to  the  household.  In  fact,  before  this,  I 
had  very  little  considered  the  household,  and  had 
very  little  information  respecting  it.  I now  speak 
of  that  portion  of  its  offices  which  were  held  by 
ladies.  I took  the  red  book,  and  there  saw  the 
several  departments  of  the  household: 

I said  to  those  who  were  intended  to  be  my  fu- 
ture colleagues  that  with  respect  to  all  those  ladies 
of  the  household  who  were  below  the  rank  of  a lady 
ol  the  bed  chamber,  I should  suggest  no  change  to 
her  majesty,  [cheers  from  the  opposition  benches;] 
but  w ith  respect  to  the  superior  class  of  ladies  hold- 
ing office,  1 expressed  a hope  that  those  of  them 
who  were  in  immediate  connexion  with  my  politi- 
cal opponents  would  immediately  relieve  the  new 
government  from  any  farther  trouble  on  the  question 
by  voluntarily  resigning.  [Loud  cheering  on  the, op- 
position side  of  the  house] . At  the  same  time  I stated 
that  I did  think  it  of  much  importance,  as  con  vej  ing 
an  intimation  of  her  majesty’s  entire  confidence  and 
support,  that  some  change  should  be  made  with 
respect  to  some  of  the  higher  offices  of  the  household 
filled  by  ladies,  and  I did  express  the  names  of  the 
ladies  of  the  bedchamber.  I said,  that  even  in 
some  instances  of  these,  where  there  was  not  any 
strong  political  connexion,  I did  not  think  any 
change  vvould.be  necessary.  This  passed  on  the 
Wednesday  evening:  and  I mentioned  it  merely  as 
an  indication  ol  my  willingness  that  any  blame  aris- 
ing from  any  imperfection  of  my  explanation,  or 
from  any  misconception  as  to  that  explanation, 
should  attach  to  me  only.  I saw  her  majesty  on 
the  Thursday — and  here  I repeat,  I shall  confine 
myself,  unless  pressed  to  it,  to  the  letters  that 
passed  between  her  majesty  and  me.  Early  on  the 
Friday  morning,  May  the  10th,  I had  the  honor  to 
receive  the  following  letter  from  her  majesty: — 

“ Buckingham  palace,  May  10,  1839. 

“The  queen  having  considered  the  proposal  made 
to  her  yesterday  by  sir  Robert  Peel  to  remove  the 
ladies  of  her  bedchamber,  cannot  consent  to  adopt  a 
course  which  she  conceives  to  be  contrary  to  usa^e 
and  which  is  repugnant  to  her  feelings.” 

In  three  hours  afiertlie  receipt  of  her  majesty’s 
note,  I addressed  the  following  letter  to  her  majes- 
ty: 

“Whilchall,  May  10,  1839. 

“Sir  Robert  Peel  presents  his  humble  duty  to 
your  majesty,  and  has  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
your  majesty’s  note  of  this  morning. 

“In  respectfully  submitting  to  your  majesty’s 
pleasure,  and  humbly  returning  into  your  majesty’s 
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hands  the  important  trust  which  your  majesty  had 
been  graciously  pleased  to  commit  to  him,  sir  Ro- 
bert Peel  trusts  that  your  majesty  will  permit  him  to 
state  to  your  majesty  his  impression  with  respect  to 
the  circumstances  which  have  led  to  the  termina- 
tion of  his  attempt  to  form  an  administration  for  the 
conduct  of  your  majesty’s  service. 

“In  the  interview  with  which  your  majesty  ho- 
nored sir  R.  Peel  yesterday  morning,  alter  he  had 
submitted  to  your  majesty  the  names  of  those  wrhom 
he  proposed  to  recommend  to  your  majesty  for  the 
principal  executive  appointments,  he  mentioned  to 
your  majesty  his  earnest  wish  to  be  enabled,  with 
your  majesty’s  sanction,  so  to  constitute  your  ma- 
esty’s  household,  that  your  majesty’s  confidential 
servants  might  have  the  advantage  of  a public  de- 
monstration of  your  majesty’s  full  support  and  con- 
fidence, and  that  at  the  same  time,  as  far  as  possible, 
consistently  with  that  demonstration,  each  individu- 
al appointment  in  the  household  should  be  entirely 
acceptable  to  your  majesty’s  personal  feelings. 

“On  your  majesty  expressing  adesire  that  the  earl 
of  Liverpool  should  hold  an  office  in  the  household, 
sir  Robert  Peel  requested  your  majesty’s  permis- 
sion at  once  to  otter  to  lord  Liverpool  the  office 
of  lord  steward,  or  any  other  which  he  might  pre- 
fer. 

“Sir  Robert  Peel  then  observed,  that  he  should 
have  every  wish  to  apply  a similar  principle  to  the 
chief  appointments  which  are  filled  by  the  ladies  of 
your  majesty’s  household;  upon  which  your  majes- 
ty was  pleased  to  remark,  that  you  must  reserve 
the  whole  of  those  appointments,  and  that  it  was 
your  majesty’s  pleasure  that  the  whole  should  con- 
tinue as  at  present  without  any  change. 

“4  he  duke  of  Wellington,  in  the  interview  to 
which  your  majesty  subsequently  admitted  him, 
understood  also  that  this  was  your  majesty’s  deter- 
mination, and  concurred  with  sir  Robert  Peel  in 
opinion  that,  considering  the  great  difficulties  at  the 
present  crisis,  and  the  expediency  of  making  every 
effort,  in  the  first  instance,  to  conduct  the  public 
business  of  the  country  with  the  aid  of  the  present 
parliament,  it  was  essential  to  the  success  of  the 
commission  with  which  your  majesty  had  ho- 
nored Sir  Robert  Peel,  that  he  should  have  that  pub- 
lic proof  of  your  majesty’s  entire  support  and  con- 
fidence which  would  be  afforded  by  the  permission 
to  make  some  changes  in  that  part  ofyour  majesty’s 
household  which  your  majesty  resolved  on  main- 
taining entire  without  change. 

“Having  had  the  opportunity,  through  your  ma- 
jesty’s gracious  consideration,  of  reflecting  upon 
this  point,  he  humbly  submits  to  your  majesty,  that 
he  is  reluctantly  compelled,  by  a sense  of  public 
duty,  and  of  the  interests  ofyour  majesty ’s  service, 
to  adhere  to  the  opinion  which  he  ventured  to  ex- 
press to  your  majesty. 

“He  trusts  he  may  be  permitted,  at  the  same  time, 
to  express  to  your  majesty  his  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  distinction  which  your  majesty  con- 
ferred upon  him,  by  requiring  his  advice  and  assist- 
ance in  the  attempt  to  form  an  administration,  and 
his  earnest  prayer  that  whatever  arrangements  your 
majesty  may  be  enabled  to  make  for  that  purpose, 
may  be  most  conducive  to  your  majesty’s  personal 
comfort  and  happiness,  and  to  the  promotion  of  the 
public  welfare.” 

Sir,  although  I may  not  be  allowed  to  enter  into 
any  statements  as  to  what  occurred  at  that  time,  yet 
I may  be  ■permitted  to  refer  to  the  reports  that  have 
arisen  as  to  the  individuals  whom  I proposed  for 
officers  in  the  household.  [Hear.]  Sir,  I can  only 
say  that  these  are  the  single  names  which  I submit- 
ted to  her  majesty  for  any  appointment  in  her  ma- 
jesty’s household.  The  first  was  the  earl  of  Liver- 
pool, whom  her  majesty  had  wished  to  hold  some  of- 
fice in  the  household,  and  the  only  two  other  names 
which  I proposed,  and  which  I declare  I did  ex- 
clusively from  an  impression  that  they  would  be 
most  acceptable  to  her  majesty,  were  those  of  my 
noble  friend  the  member  for  Dorsetshire,  if  I could 
persuade  him  to  lay  aside  his  strong  sense  of  pub- 
lic duty  and  accept  office,  and  of  my  noble  fnei  d 
lord  Sidney,  with  the  same  motive.  [Hear.]  I 
have  also  heard  it  said,  sir,  that  I proposed  an  uni- 
versal dismissal  of  the  ladies  of  the  household, 
[hear],  and  among  them  one  of  the  earliest  friends 
of  her  majesty — the  baroness  Lehzen.  [Hear  hear.] 

I heard  that  stated,  sir,  on  the  evening  of  Friday, 
but  my  answer  to  the  person  who  informed  me  of 
the  report  was,  that  this  was  the  first  time  for  the 
last  four  years  that  the  name  of  that  lady  had  oc- 
curred to  me,  and  that  I had  never  mentioned  it  to 
her  majesty— [cheers  from  the  opposition;]  and  I 
must  refer  with  respect  to  my  intentions — still,  how- 
ever charging  myself  with  all  blame  for  the  inter.- 
tions  which  I held  as  to  consituting  her  majesty’s 
household— to  the  testimony  of  my  honorable 
friends  who  are  now  sitting  near  me.  [Hear.]  Sir, 


I did  decline  to  undertake  the  duty  of  forming  an 
administration  on  the  understanding  that  the  whole 
of  the  appointments  in  her  majesty’s  household  that 
were  held  by  ladies  should,  w'ithout  exception,  con- 
tinue unchanged.  I did  come  to  that  conclusion — 
[hear,  hear];  but  I did  it  on  public  considerations, 
and  from  a sincere  belief  that  was  impossible  to  en- 
counter the  difficulties  with  which  I was  encom- 
passed in  attempting  to  conduct  public  affairs,  un- 
less I had  the  most  unequivocal  proofs  of  her  ma- 
jesty’s confidence.  Sir  it  appeared  to  me,  that 
never  was  there  a time  when  a demonstration  of 
that  entire  confidence  and  support  was  more  abso- 
lutely necessary  than  the  present.  [Cheers  from 
the  opposition.] 

The  duties  of  the  office  of  prime  minister  are,  as 
I conceive,  the  most  arduous,  the  most  important, 
that  any  human  being  can  be  called  upon  to  per- 
form, [cheers];  it  is  the  greatest  trust,  almost  with- 
out exception,  in  the  whole  civilized  world,  that 
can  fall  on  any  individual.  [Cheers.]  Sir,  I was 
ready  to  undertake  that  office;  but  could  I look 
around  me  in  the  present  condition  of  public  affairs, 
and  not  see  that  it  was  my  absolute  duty  to  myself, 
to  this  great  country,  and  above  all  to  her  majesty, 
to  require  every  aid  that  could  possibly  be  given  to 
me?  [Cheers  from  the  opposition.]  What  were 
the  questions,  sir,  that  immediately  presented 
themselves  for  my  consideration?  The  state  of  In- 
dia, the  state  of  Jamaica,  and  the  state  of  Canada, 
would  all  require  my  immediate  consideration,  and 
would  call,  perhaps,  for  some  proportion  of  legisla- 
tive measures.  I should  have  had  also  to  consider 
the  state  of  this  country,  with  insurrection  rife  in 
many  of  its  provinces,  rendering  ifonecessary,  ac- 
cording to  the  letter  published  by  the  noble  lord, 
that  all  the  respectable  persons  in  the  country 
should  unite  in  endeavoring  to  suppress  these  dis- 
turbances. [Hear,  hear.]  But  in  addition  to  these 
public  questions,  was  there  ever  a time  when  such 
duties  were  so  peculiarly  arduous?  [Cheers  from 
the  opposition.]  Sir,  on  seeing  the  present  agitat- 
ed condition  of  the  country,  I considered  that  it 
would  be  my  duty  to  endeavor  to  conduct  public 
affairs  through  the  intervention  of  the  present  par- 
liament. [Cheers.] 

I did  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  follow 
the  course  pursued  in  1834,  and  have  a dissolution 
of  parliament.  On  considering  the  state  of  the 
country,  notwithstanding  the  balance  of  parties  in 
the  house,  I thought  it  my  duty  in  the  first  place  to 
try  the  present  house  of  commons.  [Hear.]  But 
what  is  my  condition  in  the  present  parliament?  I 
should  begin  the  government  with  a minority. 
[Cheers  and  counter-cheers  ] I did  not  shrink 
from  the  functions  that  were  proposed  to  me,  but 
could  I be  insensible  of  the  difficulties  with  which 
I must  have  to  contend,  or  overlook  this  fact,  that 
in  the  house  of  commons  I did  not  commence  with 
a majority?  [Cheers  and  counter-cheers.]  If,  then 
I began  the  administration  of  public  affairs  without 
the  confidence  of  the  house  of  commons,  could  I 
ask  for  less  than  that  I should  have  the  entire  and 
unqualified  confidence  of  the  crown?  [Cheers  and 
counter-cheers.]  Her  majesty’s  ministers  retired 
on  the  question  of  Jamaica,  with  a majority  of  five. 
I should  have  had  to  undertake  the  settlement  of 
the  affairs  of  Jamacia  with  a minority  of  five;  and 
that  minority  consisting,  amongst  others,  of  ten 
gentlemen  on  whose  support  most  probably  I could 
not  place  much  dependence  in  future.  [Cheers 
and  laughter.] 

The  first  conflict  I should  have  had  to  fight  would 
have  been  the  selection  of  a speaker.  On  the  very 
first  day  on  which  I took  my  seat  as  prime  minis- 
ter of  this  great  country,  and  as  a member  of  the 
house  of  commons,  I should  have  had  perhaps  to 
risk  the  fate  of  the  government,  or  been  driven  to  a 
dissolution  of  parliament,  on  the  choice  of  speaker 
[Hear.]  Sir,  ail  these  considerations  impressed 
me  with  the  deepest  convictions  that  it  was  my 
public  duty,  that  it  was  an  indispensable  duty  on 
on  my  part,  a duty  I owed  to  the  queen,  to  seek  for 
every  possible  demonstration  that  I possessed  her 
majesty’s  entire  confidence;  and  I confess  to  you, 
sir,  without  reserve  or  hesitation,  that  it  did  ap- 
pear to  me  that  if  some  of  the  chief  officers  of  the 
household  were  held  by  relatives  of  those  ministers 
whom  I had  displaced  [vociferous  cheering  from 
the  opposition,  returned  by  the  ministerial  side,] 
and  who  are  my  rivals  for  political  pow'er  [continu- 
ed cheeeing] — I say,  sir,  it  did  appear  to  me,  that 
I never  could  impress  the  country  with  a convic- 
tion that  I possessed  her  majesty’s  confidence. 
[Cheers  and  counter-cheers.] 

Let  me  take  that  particular  question  on  which 
tny  difficulty  would  particularly  rest.  Who  can 
disguise  from  himself  the  conviction  that  my  diffi- 
culty would  not  be  the  state  of  Canada — nor  the 
state  of  Jamaica;  but  that  it  really  would  be  thc- 
question  of  Ireland?  [Cheers  and  counteycheers.] 


No,  sir,  I admit  it  fully.  What  would  have  been 
the  facts?  I should  have  undertaken  the  office  of 
prime  minister,  wishing  to  carry  on  public  affairs 
through  the  intervention  of  this  house  of  commons, 
if  possible;  in  order  to  save  this  country  from  the 
agitation,  and  perhaps  perils,  of  a dissolution;  and 
on  the  question  of  Ireland,  I should  have  begun 
with  a minority  against  a majority  of  twenty-two, 
who  decided  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  the  present 
Irish  government.  The  principal  members  of  the 
present  Irish  government,  whose  policy  was  ap- 
proved by  a majority  of  this  house,  were  the  mar- 
quis of  Normanby  and  the  noble  lord  opposite,  the 
secretary  for  Ireland.  Sir,  the  two  chief  offices  of 
the  household  that  are  filled  by  ladies  are  held  by 
the  sister  of  the  noble  lord  and  the  wife  of  the  mar- 
quis of  Normanby.  [Cheers.]  I say  not  a word 
in  reference  to  those  ladies,  that  is  not  prompted 
by  every  feeling  of  respect,  for  they  are  persons 
who  cast  the  highest  lustre  on  the  court,  less  by 
theirrank  than  their  own  eminent  merits,  [cheers]; 
but  1 ask  any  one  whether  they  think  it  would  be 
possible  that  I could  safely  undertake  the  conduct 
of  an  administration  and  the  management  of  Irish 
affairs  in  this  house,  consenting  as  a previous  sti- 
pulation that  the  whole  of  the  ladies  who  now  form 
part  of  the  household  should  continue  to  fill  their 
present  offices?  [Great  cheering  and  counter-cheer- 
ing.] Sir,  the  policy  of  these  things  depends  not 
upon  precedents,  not  upon  what  was  done  at  other 
times,  but  mainly  rests  upon  the  consideration  of 
the  present  period.  [Hear,  hear.] 

The  household  has  assumed  a political  charac- 
ter [cheers  from  the  opposition,]  on  account  of  the 
appointment  that  have  been  made  to  it  by  her  ma- 
jesty. I do  not  complain  of  it;  it  may  have  been 
wise  to  place  in  the  immediate  offices  of  the  house- 
hold ladies  connected  with  the  members  of  the  go- 
vernment; but  when  a change  of  that  government 
takes  place,  it  does  embarrass  the  government  if 
those  ladies  are  to  remain.  [Cheers.]  I do  not 
mean  to  say  that  any  unfair  use  may  have  been 
made  of  such  opportunities;  those  ladies  may  have 
attended  only  to  the  duties  of  their  office;  but  does 
not  that  question  equally  apply  to  the  lords  of  the 
bedchamber?  [Cheers.]  The  true  question  is, 
whether,  in  point  of  public  impression,  it  would  be 
considered  that  a minister  had  the  confidence  of  the 
crown  when  the  near  relatives  of  his  immediate  po- 
litical opponents  were  in  the  highest  offices  ol  the 
household.  [Cheers.] 

My  impression  was,  that  according  to  public 
opinion,  I should  not  have  the  confidence  of  her 
majesty.  It  has  been  said,  moreover,  that  in  the 
even;  of  any  change  in  the  governme.it,  the  mar- 
quis of  Normanby  is  a candidate  forthe  office  ol  prime 
minister;  [hear,  hear];  and  the  noble  fold  has  been 
designated  as  the  leader  of  the  house  of  lords,  [hear, 
hear,  and  a laugh  from  the  opposition];  and  I know 
not  whether  the  talents  of  the  noble  marquis  might 
not  justify  his  holding  that  position,  [cheers];  but, 
sir,  I ask  you  to  look  to  Conner  times — take  Mr. 
Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  or  any  other  minister,  and  let  me 
ask  this  question — during  the  severity  of  contest, 
should  you,  being  prime  minister,  not  object  to  the 
wife  of  your  chief  political  opponent  holding  an 
office  that  placed  her  in  immediate  contact  with 
her  majesty?  [Cheers  and  counter-cheers.]  I 
felt,  sir,  it  was  impossible  that  I could  contend 
successfully  with  all  the  difficulties  by  which  I 
was  surrounded,  unless  I had  a proof  of  the  entire 
confidence  of  the  crown. 

As  I said  before,  I should  begin  without  any  cer- 
tainty of  a majority  in  the  house  ol  commons,  and 
I should  have  to  rely  on  an  appeal  to  the  good 
sense  of  many  members  for  their  support,  and  to 
the  forbearance  of  others,  to  enable  me  to  carry  on 
the  government,  being  perfectly  prepared,  on  the 
failure  of  my  attempt  to  govern  with  the  present 
house  of  commons,  to  advise  her  majesty  to  resort 
to  the  only  means  which  might  enable  me  to  retain 
ray  post.  But  if  the  agreement,  if  the  understand- 
ing upon  which  I was  to  enter  upon  my  office  was, 
that  I should  encounter  all  those  difficulties,  and 
yet  that  the  ladies  of  those  who  preceded  me,  off 
those  with  whom  I was  to  be  in  daily  conflict,  were 
to  be  in  immediate  contact  with  the  queen,  and 
considering  the  political  character  given  to  the 
household,  that  I was  to  acquiesce  in  that,  there 
was  something  still  stronger  than  any  personal  con- 
sideration, and  it  was  this,  sir,  J hat  although  the 
public  would  lose  nothing  by  my  abandonment,  al- 
though the  public  would  perhaps  lose  nothing  by 
my  eternal  exclusion  from  power:  yet  the  public 
would  lose,  and  I should  be  abandoning  my  duty 
to  myself,  to  the  country,  and  above  all,  to  the 
queen,  if  I permitted  as  an  understanding  on  ray 
acceptance  of  office,  that  the  ladies  connected  with 
my  warmest  political  opponents,  should  continue 
to  retain  offices  in  the  household — there  was  some- 
thin^ that  told  me  I must  not  undertake  the  office 
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of  prime  minister  of  this  great  country.  [Cheers.] 
Sir,  I have  endeavored  to  give  this  explanation  in 
as  fair  and  unexceptionable  a manner  as  I can,  and 
J owe  it  to  truth  to  state  that  intervening  reflections 
have  only  confirmed  my  previous  impressions. 
[The  right  honorable  baronet  resumed  his  seat 
admidst  loud  cheering.] 

THE  FLORIDA  WAR. 

Gen.  Macomb’’ s report  of  his  proceedings  in  Florida. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army  of  the  U.  S. 

• Fort  King,  Florida,  May  22,  1839. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  instructions  I had  the 
honor  to  receive  from  your  hands  at  Washington, 
on  the  20th  ol  March  last,  I lost  no  time  in  repair- 
ing to  Florida,  and  arrived  at  Black  Creek,  the 
general  depot  of  the  army,  on  the  5th  of  April. 
There  I had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  briga- 
dier general  Taylor,  the  commander  of  the  forces 
in  the  territory,  then  on  a tour  of  inspection  and 
review  of  the  troops,  and,  at  the  same  time,  engag- 
ed in  his  plan  of  dividing  the  country  nearest  to  the 
settlement  into  squares  of  twenty  miles,  and  estab- 
lishing posts  thereon.  This  fortunate  meeting  ena- 
bled me  to  place  in  the  hands  of  general  Taylor  a 
copy  of  your  instructions,  and  to  give  him  orders  to 
co-operate  with  me  in  carrying  those  instructions 
into  effect,  directing  his  attention  particularly  to  the 
protection  of  the  settlements  along  the  line  from  Ga- 
rey’s  Ferry  to  Tallahassee,  and  west  of  the  latter 
place,  authorising  him  at  the  same  time  to  call  into 
service  such  a force  of  milita  as  mentioned  in  your 
instructions.  General  Taylor  having  with  him  inter- 
pretres  and  Indians  connected  with  the  hostile  par- 
ty by  ties  of  consanguinity  and  intermarriage,  was 
desired  to  open,  if  possible,  a communication  with 
them  and  thereby  make  them  acquainted  with  the 
fact  of  my  arrival  in  the  country,  and  my  wish  to  see 
the  chiefs  and  warriors  at  this  post  by  the  1st  of  May 
inst.  to  hold  a conference  with  them. 

Colonel  Twiggs,  who  was  then  commanding  at 
Garey’s  Ferry,  having  military  authority  over  a 
considerable  extent  of  country,  was  also  made  ac- 
quainted with  my  instructions,  and  he  rendered  a 
ready  and  efficient  aid  in  furthering  my  view. 
Colonel  Warren  of  Jacksonville,  who  heretofore 
had  command  of  the  militia  serving  in  Florida,  and 
was  highly  recommended  to  me  on  account  of  his 
efficiency  and  activity  as  an  officer,  was  invited  to 
raise  and  take  command,  as  lieutenant  colonel,  of 
a battalion  of  mounted  militia,  to  assist  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  settlements  east  of  the  Suwannee,  and 
expel  the  Indians.  Although  quite  inconvenient 
to  him  at  that  time,  on  account  of  his  private  af- 
fairs, the  colonel  very  promptly  complied  with  my 
wishes.  In  the  meanwhile,  gen.  Taylor  was  mak- 
ing arrangements  with  the  governor  of  Florida  in 
raising,  for  the  defence  of  the  settlements  on  the 
west  of  Suwannee,  a military  force.  Notwith- 
standing all  these  measures,  the  Indians  dividing 
themselves  into  small  parties,  penetrated  the  set- 
tlements, committed  some  murders,  and  fired  from 
their  coverts  on  the  expresses  and  passengers  going 
from  post  to  post. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  the  general 
belief  that  no  communications  could  be  opened 
with  the  hostile  parties,  especially  as  it  had  been 
given  out  that  the  Indians  would  on  no  account  re- 
ceive any  messenger,  but  would  destroy  any  per- 
son that  might  approach  them  with  a flag.  This 
threat  having  been  executed  more  than  once,  con- 
firmed the  opinion  that  it  was  worse  than  useless 
to  attempt  to  communicate  with  them.  Finding  at 
Garey’s  ferry  a party  of  prisoners,  consisting  of  one 
man,  and  two  well  grown  lads,  and  a number  of 
women  and  children,  amounting  in  all  to  eighteen, 
it  occurred  to  me  that,  by  treating  them  kindly,  I 
might,  through  their  instrumentality,  communicate 
with  the  hostile  bands.  Accordingly,  I set  them 
at  liberty,  and  sent  them  into  the  country  in  search 
of  their  friends,  that  they  might  make  known  to 
them  and  the  Indians  generally  the  object  of  my 
coming  among  them.  Gen.  Taylor  had  sent  out 
his  Indians,  in  whose  sincerity  and  honesty  he  had 
great  confidence.  This  first  attempt  to  open  a 
communication  entirely  flailed,  general  Taylor’s 
Indians  having  left  him  and  joined  the  hostile  par- 
ty below  Tampa,  and  those  sent  by  me  returned 
without  seeing  any  whatever.  In  the  mean  time,  re- 
ports were  received  of  the  continued  hostilities  of 
the  Indians,  and  of  their  attacking  defenceless  peo- 
ple and  killing  them.  According  to  my  previous 
notification  that  I would  be  at  this  post  by  the  1st 
of  May,  I left  Garey’s  ferry  on  the  25tll  of  April, 
with  a guard  of  dragoons,  taking  with  me  the  pris- 
oners previously  mentioned,  and  again  sent  them  off 
in  search  of  their  friends;  but  it  was  not  (after 
remaining  here)  until  the  9th  inst.  that  any  Indi- 
ans called  to  visit  me. 

Knowing  the  slowness  of  the  Indians  in  perform- 
ing any  matter  of  national  importance,  I did  not 


yield  to  the  general  belief  that  none  would  attend 
my  invitation,  and  I had  the  gratification  to  receive 
a visit  from  a young  chief  of  considerable  import- 
ance, accompanied  by  seven  young  active  war- 
riors. I explained  to  the  chief  the  object  of  my 
mission,  telling  him  that  his  great  father  (the  presi- 
dent) was  sorry  that  there  had  been  so  mnch  fight- 
ing between  his  white  and  red  children,  and  that 
for  their  good  he  recommended  to  them  to  cease 
firing  on  each  other  and  to  make  peace.  The  chief 
expressed  himself  greatly  delighted  with  the  pros- 
pect of  peace.  I told  him  that  if  the  whole  nation 
would  retire  below  Pease  creek,  hostilities  would 
cease,  and  that  they  might  remain  there  until  further 
arrangements  could  be  made.  He  again  expressed 
his  gladness  at  hearing  what  I said,  and  promised 
that  he  would  take  my  communication  and  spread 
it  round,  being  persuaded  that  it  would  be  well 
received  by  all  his  people.  In  a few  days  after  he  ' 
collected  a considerable  party  of  his  people,  con- 
sisting of  men,  women  and  children,  and  paid  me 
another  visit.  I repeated  to  him,  in  their  presence, 
the  same  ‘talk,’  and  they  seemed  all  pleased  with 
it.  I then  made  them  some  presents,  after  which 
they  departed  much  gratified,  for  they  were  all  in  a 
most  destitute  condition  as  to  clothing  and  other  ne- 
cessaries. 

On  the  1,7th  instant,  lieut.  col.  Harney,  of  the 
2d  dragoons,  who  had  previously  received  my  di- 
rections to  open  a communication  with  the  Indians 
in  the  southern  portion  of  the  peninsula,  near  Key 
Biscayne,  arrived  with  Chitto  Tustenugge,  princi- 

fial  chief  of  the  Seminoles,  who  had  been  recent- 
y elected  by  a council  held  by  the  Seminoles  and 
Micasukies.  Chitto  Tustenuggee  expressed  a 
great  desire  that  the  business  on  which  he  was 
called  to  meet  me  might  be  speedily  attended  to. 
Accordingly,  on  the  next  day,  a meeting  was  held, 
composed  of  Chitto  Tustenuggee,  attended  by 
O-che-Hadjo,  a brother  of  Blue  Snake,  who  came 
with  him  to  witness  the  proceedings  at  the  request 
of  the  council  of  the  nation,  and  Harlock  Hadjo, 
chief  of  the  Micasukies  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  and  all  his  band  that  had  not  been  de- 
spatched by  him  to  call  in  the  warriors  who  were 
out  in  detached  parties.  After  going  through  the 
usual  ceremonies  among  Indians  of  shaking  hands 
and  smoking,  I explained  to  the  meeting  who  I 
was,  and  the  object  of  my  mission  among  them,  at 
which  they  immediately  evinced  great  satisfaction. 

I then  dictated  to  them  the  terms  of  peace, 
which  they  readily  accepted,  manifesting  great  joy 1 
on  the  occasion,  and  they  have  since  been  dancing 
and  singing,  according  to  their  fashion,  in  token  of 
friendship  and  peace,  in  which  many  of  our  offi- 
cers joined  them,  all  being  satisfied  of  the  sinceri- 
ty of  the  respective  parties.  The  enclosed  gene- 
ral order,  announcing  the  result  of  the  conference, 
exhibits  the  terms  of  the  peace.  Under  existing 
circumstances,  I did  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter 
into  a formal  written  treaty — such  an  instrument, 
with  Indians,  having  but  little  binding  effect.  Nor 
did  I think  it  politic,  at  this  time,  to  say  any  thing 
about  their  emigration,  leaving  that  subject  open 
to  such  future  arrangements  as  the  government  may 
think  proper  to  make  with  them.  No  restriction 
upon  the  pleasure  of  the  government  in  this  re- 
spect has  been  imposed,  nor  has  any  encourage- 
ment been  given  to  the  Indians  that  they  would  be 
permitted  permanently  to  remain  in  Florida. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  when  the 
Indians  remaining  in  Florida  shall  learn  the  pros- 
perous condition  of  their  brethren  in  Arkansas, 
they  will,  at  no  distant  period,  ask  to ’be  permitted 
to  join  them. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  ALEX.  MACOMB, 

Major  general  commanding-in-chief. 
Hon.  J.  11.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  war,  Washington  city. 


THE  PRICE  OF  COTTON. 

The  following  circul  ar  has  caused  considerable 
excitement  among  the  dealers  in,  and  holders  of, 
cotton.  But  there  appears  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  its 
authenticity,  and  particularly  whether  it  is  or  is  not 
a movement  of  the  U.  S.  bank  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  New  York  American  saj's:  United  States  bank 
is  the  principal  party  to  the  circular,  and  that  it 
has  taken  pains  to  satisfy  itself  “that  Mr.  S.  V.  S. 
Wilder  is  authorised  and  prepared  to  make  the  ad- 
vances which  it  promises.”  The  Journal  of  Com- 
merce is  of  the  opinion  that  the  U.  S.  bank  is  the 
“backbone  of  the  proposition,”  and  the  Courier  and 
Enquirer  says,  it  has  reason  to  believe  that  “it  pro- 
ceeds from  a source,  entitled  from  its  standing,  to 
hold  the  commanding  language  which  it  does  on 
the  subject  to  which  it  relates,”  and  then  remarks: 
“Considered  as  an  attempt,  to  obtain  consignments 
to  a particular  house,  or  to  carry  out  its  particular 
views  in  in  regard,  to  the  future  state  of  the  cotton 


market,  we  should  not  consider  it  within  our  pro- 
vince to  animadvert  upon  it;  yet  if  it  be  regarded  as 
a systematic  plan  to  regulate  the  price  of  our  great 
staple — and  its  tenor  warrants  the  conclusion  that 
it  does — it  becomes  a question  of  high  public  inter- 
est, and  as  such  one,  we  are  called  upon  to  discuss 
it.  Taking  this  view  of  it,  therefore,  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  express  the  opinion,  that  its  tendency  is 
injurious,  for  it  aims  by  a combination  of  “power- 
ful interests”  to  counteract  the  natural  influence  of 
actual  demand  or  consumption  upon  prices,  and 
though  this  may  be  successful,  once  or  twice,  it 
must  at  last  prove  detrimental  to  the  planter,  by  in- 
ducing production  to  an  extent  which  actual  con- 
sumption does  not  warrant,  and  ruinous  to  all  who 
embark  their  capital  in  the  visionary  attempt.” 

The  Express,  on  the  other  hand,  says:  “We  hear 
,it  confidently  stated  by  those  that  ought  to  know, 
that  the  U.  S.bank  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  They 
are  neither  the  promoters  nor  the  sustainers  of  the 
plan.  There  are  various  opinions  as  to  the  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  of  a measure  of  this  sort, 
and  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  and  against.  We 
are- not  the  advocates  of  bank  monopoly,  as  our 
course  in  relation  to  them  has  often  been  made  ma- 
nifest. If,  however,  an  individual  ora  number  of 
individuals,  get  together  and  offer  to  the  public  to 
makes  advance  on  any  of  the  principal  staples  of 
our  country,  and  if  not  injurious  to  the  public,  we 
see  no  reason  why  they  should  not  have  the  privi- 
lege and  the  right.  It  is  “free  trading”  which 
is  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  our  govern- 
ment.” 

The  Journal  of  Commerce,  in  its  evening  edition 
ol'Saturday,  say  that  the  only  effect  of  the  circular 
on  the  market,  was  to  cause  holders  to  withdraw 
their  cottnn  from  market  at  the  late  prices,  and  that 
they  were  delighted  with  the  movement. 

The  New  York  correspondent  of  the  National  In- 
telligencer, under  date  of  Saturday  evening,  after 
stating  that  in  the  opinion  of  “Wall  street,”  the 
United  States  bank  is  the  responsible  mover— of 
which,  however,  he  says  “there  is  no  proof:” — thus 
writes. 

If  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  taken  this  re- 
sponsibility, there  is  much  to  be  said  for  it,  and 
much  against.  The  interference  of  banks  in  mer- 
cantile operations  is,  as  a principal  highly  improper; 
but  when,  as  in  the  case  of  the  bank  of  England’ 
there  is  a direct  attack  upon  the  great  staple  of  a 
nation,  so  as  to  exact  from  that  nation  its  specie 
instead  ot  its  staple,  a patriotic,  if  not  a proper  ope- 
ration is  performed  by  the  power  that  meets  foreign 
by  domestic  combination.  The  drain  of  bullion 
upon  the  bank  of  England  has  compelled  it  for  its 
own  safety  to  try  to  turn  the  exchanges  in  favor  of 
England,  and  it  looks  to  America  as  having  bullion 
to  spare.  “The  monster”  chooses,  it  is  stated,  to 
pay  in  cotton  at  present  prices,  and  it  offers  to  draw 
for  any  amount  at  109  1-2. 

Such  a bold  step  as  this,  so  characteristic  of  Mr. 
Biddle,  if  it  be  his,  naturally  excited  the  money 
circles.  It  is  the  great  topic  of  talk  to-day.  The 
money  market  feels  sensibly  relieved.  The  cotton 
holders  are  as  happy  as  kings.  The  stocks  are  so 
tickled  that  they  hardly  know  where  to  stand,  but 
they  have  all  “jumped  up,”  and  “the  monster 
(which  never  jumps)  has  taken  a stride  of  one  per 
cent.  The  fact  is,  the  monsters  of  John  Bull  and 
Brother  Jonathan  are  about  to  have  a little  fight,  and 
the  stocks  have  no  doubt  that  Brother  Jonathan’s 
monster  will  carry  the  day. 

CIRCULAR. 

New  York,  6th  June,  1S3.9. 

You  have  doubtless  received  the  very  unfavorable 
advices  by  the  Great  Western  in  relation  to  the  cot- 
ton market.  These  advices  it  is  apprehended,  do 
not  disclose  even  to  the  full  extent,  the  dangerous 
situation  in  which  our  great  staple  is  placed. 

The  diminished  demand  for  yarn  and  cotton 
goods  on  the  continent;  the  short  harvest  of  the  last 
year;  the  shipment  of  bullion  from  the  bank  of 
England;  must  all  inevitably  tend  to  a greater  and 
more  accelerated  decline  in  prices,  if  some  steps 
are  not  promptly  taken  to  prevent  the  remaining 
stock  ofcottori  nowin  the  country  from  being  offer- 
ed for  immediate  sale  in  the  European  markets. 

If  the  consumption  of  raw  cotton  in  England  had 
only  diminished  some  10  or  15  per  cent,  still  in  con- 
sequence of  the  now  clearly  ascertained  deficiency 
in  the  last  year’s  crop,  (which  has  fallen  nearly  as 
low  as  the  lowest  estimate,)  past  prices  would  not 
only  have  been  safe  to  the  shippers,  hut  profitable, 
and  hence  they  are  not  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of 
unwarrantable  speculation,  which  so  often  deprives 
the  spirit  of  rash  commercial  adventure  of  all  just 
claim  to  sympathy. 

This  extraordinary  fatlingoffof the  consumption 
of  the  raw  material  is,  perhaps,  not  a little  aided  bv 
a determination  on  the  part  of  the  English  spinner 
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to  have  the  residue  of  the  crop  at  his  own  price, 
under  the  belief  that  as  the  great  and  tenacious  hol- 
der of  the  last  year  is  out  of  the  market,  there  exists 
no  serious  difficulty  in  his  way,  by  working  short 
hours  tor  a few  weeks,  to  accomplish  a desirable 
end.  It  becomes  necessary,  therefore,  to  supply 
the  absence  of  this  great  protector  by  some  co-ope- 
ration among  individual  interests. 

Now,  it  is  quite  obvious,  that  but  two  modes 
would  be  likely  to  counteract  the  result  that  must 
otherwise  inevitable  flow  from  the  causes  just  indi- 
cated. 

The  first  would  be  to  organize  through  the  aid  ol 
the  bank  ol  the  United  States  and  the  banks  of  the 
principal  emporiums  ot  the  different  states,  a com- 
bination sufficiently  powerlul  to  advance  a sum  on 
each  bag- of  cotton  on  this  side  of  the  water,  which 
would  ensure  it  being  kept  in  this  country  for  three 
months. 

The  other  scheme  would  be  to  concentrate  ill 
one  house  in  Liverpool,  the  whole  or  the  greater 
part  of  tlie  cotton  now  to  go  forward,  by  an  arrange- 
ment for  unfailing  adequate  and  collateral  aids,  suf- 
ficiently powerful  to  e-nable  the  house  in  question 
to  hold  over  until  a greater  part  of  the  present  stock 
of  cotton  in  England  is  worked  off  at  an  advanced 
price;  a result  which  the  successful  execution  of 
this  plan  would  inevitably  secure.  The  first  scheme 
however  is  liable  (notwithstanding  its  direct  and  im- 
mediate power  to  produce  the  desired  result),  to  the 
conclusive  objection  of  arresting  all  our  foreign  ex- 
change operations,  which  might  hazard  the  ability 
of  our  banks,  e\en  in  the  Atlantic  states,  to  conti- 
nue specie  payments,  whilst  the  last  would  be 
entirely  free  Irom  this  objection,  as  il  would  at 
once  augment  the  current  of  exchanges  and  enable 
us  to  weather  the  crisis,  which  ihe  first  plan  would 
be  too  apt  to  produce.- 

These  views  are  the  result  of  a conference  which 
yesterday  was  held  with  one  of  the  most  influential 
"and  intelligent  merchants  ol  Philadelphia,  in  con- 
juncting  with  commercial  gentlemen  of  equally 
high  standing  from  other  portions  of  the  union. 

It  is  therefore  announced  to  you  on  the  best  au- 
tlioiity  that  an  arrangement  lias  been  made,  by 
which  an  advance  of  three-fourths  (on  what  may 
be  estimated  as  the  present  market  price  of  cotton, 
say  14  cents)  will  be  made  on  every  bale  in  tins 
co  miry  at  alt  our  principal  shipping  ports,  to  all 
holders,  if  they  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantage.  The  consignments  are  to  gu  forward 
to  Humphreys  &,  Biddle,  who,  sustained  by  ade- 
quate means  or.  both  sides  oflhe  water,  will  be  able 
to  hold  on  till  prices  vigorously  rally. 

If  the  usual  casualties  of  the  season  render  a 
short,  or  any  tiling  under  an  average  crop,  proba- 
ble this  plan  must  result  in  great  profits  to  shippers 
and  benefit  to  our  country.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  autumn  should  disclose  the  promises  of  an  abun- 
dant harvest,  the  large  stock  of  cotton  which 
Messrs.  Humphreys  & Biddle,  in  case  the  shipments 
made  to  them  would  hold,  would  probably  induce 
the  great  and  powerful  interest  which  sustains  them, 
to  enter  the  market  in  the  United  States  in  the  au- 
tumn, by  advancing  on  the  first  quarter  of  the  new 
crop  in  order  to  retain  it  on  this  side  of  the  water 
for  a reasonable  period,  so  as.  to  make  the  final  re- 
sult of  the  short  crop  of  1833  entirely  safe  to  all 
American  shippers  and  holders. 

A copy  of  this  circular  is  enclosed  to  the  princi- 
pal cotton  factors  and  shippers,  and  presidents  ol 
the  banks  in  the  southern  cities,  to  whom  with  all 
proper  deference  it  is  suggested,  in  case  the  ad 
vance  on  the  shipment  to  Messrs.  Humphrey  & Bid- 
dle should  not  cover  the  full  convenience  of  the 
shippers,  that  the  institution  over  which  they  pre- 
side do  otfer,  on  good  personal  security,  the  residue 
of  the  accommodation  which  may  be  required. 

Your  hearty  co  operation  in  this  plan  is  solicited 
ofsaving  the  interests  of  our  great  staple  which  must 
end  in  establishing,  not  its  speculative  value,  but  its 
fair  price,  according  to  the  just  relationship,  supply 
and  consumption  bear  to  each  ottier.  An  agent 
empowered  more  fully  to  disclose  these  views  will 
be  in  your  city  in  a few  days,  on  his  way  to  the 
south,  and  will  be  prepared  to  carry  them  fully  into 
effect. 

p,  S. — From  the  most  authentic  sources  ofinfor 
mation,  you  may  take  the  following  as  the  proba- 
ble and  entire  stock  of  cotton  in  the  United  States, 
ot  the  crop  of  1833,  on  the  15th  day  of  June  next 
ensuing— either  actually  present  in  depot  or  to 
come  forward  from  the  interior  markets: 


New  Orleans, 

Mobile, 

Florida, 

South  Atlantic  slates, 
New  York, 

At  unenumerated  points, 


100,000  bales. 

25.000  do. 

12.500 

50.000 

75.000 

12.500 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


285,000  bales. 


Of  this  amount  the  manufacturing  establishments 
of  tlie  United  States  will  require  at  least  75,000 
bales  before  the  new  crop  comes  into  market,  leav- 
ing about  200,000  bales  for  foreign  export.  It  ought 
to  be  remarked,  that  the  bales  this  year  are  15  per 
cent,  short  weight  from  tlie  now  general  use  of 
smaller  compressing  boxes  with  a view  of  render- 
ing the  cotton  packages  more  portable. 

N.  B. — For  obvious  reasons  it  is  not  desired 
that  this  private  circular  should  appear  in  the 
public  prints — make  otherwise  what  use  you  please 
of  it. 


LETTER  OF  MR.  B.  W.  LETGH, 

To  ihe  committee  of  invitation  of  the  dinner  given  to 
Mr.  Rives  in  Amherst  county 

Richmond , May  16;  1839. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.  in- 
viting me  to  the  public  dinner  to  be  given  to  the 
lion.  William  C.  Rives,  at  Amhert  court  house  on 
the  20th,  has  been  delayed  on  the  road;  I did  not 
receieve  it  till  yesterday. 

1 thank  von  for  the  polite  terms  in  which  you 
have  communicated  the  invitation.  Business, 
which  requires  my  constant  attention  at  home, 
would  have  prevented  me  from  availing  myself  of 
it,  if  it  ii ad  been  received  in  time.  But  candor 
compels  me  to  add,  that  that  would  not  have  been 
Ihe  only,  or  indeed,  the  principal  reason  which 
would  have  induced  me  to  decline  it. 

I have  seen  much  in  Mr.  Rives’  recent  conduct 
to  respect  and  approve.  I am  most  desirous  to 
see  every  man  sustained  against  t hat  despotism  of 
parly,  wielded  by  the  patronage  of  the  executive, 
which  -allows  no  independence  of  thought  or  ac- 
tion, and  which  after  having  destroyed  so  many 
public  men.  is  now  levelled  against  Mr.  Rives  in 
liis  turn,  with  its  usual  riithlessness  of  vengeance. 
After  having  seen  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
humbled  and  degraded  at  the  president’s  feet  by 
the  expunging  resolution,  in  a manner  struck  out 
of  our  political  system,  it  has  afforded  me  particu- 
lar pleasure  to  see  Mr.  Rives  asserting  and  main- 
taining, in  that  body,  his  own  independence  of 
executive  control,  and,  at  the  same  time,  1 lie  inde- 
pendence, the  dignity,  and  the  just  authority  of 
the  body  itself.  Such  conduct  ought  lo  redeem 
him  from  the  blame  of  many  former  errors  and 
faults.  I am  even  disposed  to  admit  it  as  a par- 
tial atonement  for  his  concurrence  in  the  expung- 
ing resolution.  1-Ie  is  now  an  object  of  persecu- 
tion to  the  faction,  whose  baleful  power  he  has 
contributed  to  establish;  and  I am  really  happy  to 
see  public  honors  bestowed  upon  him  by  others 
who  take  a different  view  from  mine  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  politics.  But  so  long  as  Mr.  Rives 
holds  himself  wholly  uncommitted  on  tlie  subject 
of  the  presidential  election,  I cannot  in  honor  and 
conscience,  commit  myself  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Rives — and  at  tlie  same  time  I ain  aware  that  my 
support  or  opposition  is  utterly  insignificent  and 
inconsequential  to  him  and  every  body  else  but 
myself. 

While  the  doctrine  stands  admitted,  that,  the 
president  is  entitled  by  the  constitution  to  the 
custody  of  the  public  treasure,  it  is,  it.  my  humble 
opinion,  a question  of  comparative  insignificance, 
whether  the  system  of  sub-treasuries,  or  the  select 
state  banlc  system,  with  general  or  special  depo- 
sites,  or  anv  other  scheme  for  keeping  the  public 
treasure,  which  the  wisdom  of  tlie  legislature  or 
the  ingenuity  of  the  executive  can  devise,  shall  be 
adopted;  for,  iri  effect,  the  custody  of  tlie  public 
money,  will  still  be  in  Ihe  president  alone.  It  is 
the  doctrine  itself,  which  it  behooves  the  people  to 
explode  and  condemn,  as  the  most  false,  the  most 
impudent,  and  tlie  most  dangerous,  of  all  executive 
pretensions. 

I regard  tlie  presidential  election  as  in  truth  the 
only  important  question,  the  great  question  of  na- 
tional interest,  which  involves  andabsorbs  all  others, 
in  tlie  present  juncture  of  affairs.  Nothing,  in  iny 
sense  of  things,  can  stop,  or  even  check,  the  transi 
tion  of  the  federal  government  into  a mere  elective 
monarchy,  and  a monarchy  elective  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  most  malignant  faction  and 
the  foulest  corruption,  but  the  dismission  of  the 
present  rulers  from  the  public  councils  and  confi- 
dence forever;  rulers  I call  them,  for  they  are  on i 
masters  in  fact,  whatsoever  they  ought  to  be  in 
theory;  and  hard  masters  too,  who  maintain  and 
pay  the  army  of  partizans  on  which  they  depend 
for  power,  by  openly  and  avowedly  dealing  ou- 
tlie honors  and  emoluments  of  office,  without  tin 
least  regard  lo  any  merit  but  party  zeal  and  part \ 
services.  In  one  instance  (and  I believe  in  mam 
more)  an  officer,  after  having  received  and  appro 
priated  public  money  to  his  own  use, -has  beei 
knowingly  permitted  to  retain  his  office,  and  tc 
enjoy  the  spoils,  in  order  to  secure  the  continuance 
of  his  own  and  his  friends’  support  of  the  adminis- 


tration, and  the  cabinet  minister,  who  was  presi- 
dent Jackson’s  instrument  in  this  gross  arid  inde- 
cent abuse  of  executive  patronage,  is’ still  presi- 
dent Van  Buren’s  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Cor- 
ruption is  raising  her  head  without  shame,  without 
lear,  and  (so  far  as  the  dominant  faction  and  the 
reigning  dynasty  is  concerned)  without  reproach. 
The  sti  nulus  to  the  agrarian  spirit  administered  by 
the  government  at  Washington,  througli  all  its 
organs — the  cry  of  tlie  poor  against  the  rich,  which 
has  been  willfully  and  successfully  raised — tlie 
clamor  against  all  independence  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  which  is  but  the  prelude  to  an  as- 
sault on  the  principle  of  property — those  disgusting 
professions  of  ultra-democracy,  louder  and  louder, 
always  in  proportion  to  their  conscious  insincerity, 
and  Ihe  success  of  these  odious  and  dishonest  arts; 
these  are  symptoms  of  degeneration  from  our  re- 
publican institutions,  the  nature  and  tendencies  of 
which  are  not  to  be  mistaken  by  any  man  who  has 
bestowed  the  least  attention  to  the  history  of  the 
progress  and  downfall  of  republican  governments. 
And  unless  the  practice  of  these  arts  can  he  sig- 
nally rebuked,  by  discarding  from  office  the  un- 
happy or  the  guilty  man,  who,  wilfully  or  by  com- 
pulsion, is  the  leader,  or  the  tool  of  the  laction 
which  practices  them,  I for  one  shall  cease  to  have 
any  hope  of  the  republic.  In  fine,  I must  insist, 
that  Mr.  Rives  and  every  honest  man  thinking  as 
he  thinks  of  the  measures  of  this  administration, 
ought  to  stand  forth  with  Mr.  Tallinadge,  and 
proclaim  “uncompromising  hostility  to  the  cdection 
of  Martin  Van  Buren.” 

I have  written  this  letter  to  avert  the  possibility 
of  any  misunderstanding  of  my  own  opinions  by 
those  who  have  thought  proper  to  honor  me  with 
the  invitation  which  you  have  communicated  to 
me.  Whether  tiiese  opinions  are  right  or  wrong, 
as  I entertain  them,  it  is  but  honest  to  avow  them. 
But  I am  by  no  means  desirous  that  you  shall  pub- 
lish them — though  I have  no  objection  to  your 
doingso,  if  you  think  proper. 

I am,  gentlemen,  with  ail  respect  your  obedient 
servant,  B.  W.  LEIGH. 


AGRICULTURE  AND  DOMESTIC  MANU- 
FACTURES. 

The  annexed  petition  lo  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania praj  ing  encouragement  lo  agricul'ure  and 
domestic  manufactures,  justly  sets  forth  the  impor- 
tance of  a new  enactment  ior  tiiis  purpose.  The 
act  of  6lh  March,  1S20,  granted  money  to  the  agri- 
cultural societies  to  be  bestowed  in  premiums  for 
encouragement  of  the  art.  The  act  ol  21st  March, 
1821,  was  for  the  same  purpose,  but  mere  especially 
had  relation  to  the  agricultural  society  of  tile  county 
of  Philadelphia. 

To  the  honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  tlie 
undersigned  respectfully  represent: 

That  having  been  appointed  by  t lie  “Philadelphia 
society  for  promoting  agriculture”  to  request  a revi- 
val of  the  law  passed  on  the  30th  of  March,  1821, 
entitled;  “An  act  supplementary  lo  an  act  for  tie 
promotion  of  agriculture  arid  domestic  manfaciures,” 
they  deem  it  respectful  to  state,  very  briefly,  tlie 
reasons  which  recommend  that  measure. 

To  a commonwealth  of  farmers,  as  Pennsylvania 
is,  and  to  a legislature  like  ours,  consisting  mainly 
of  cultivators  of  the  soil,  it  would  be  superfluous  to 
speak  ol  the  importance  and  value  of  agriculture.  It 
is  admitted  to  be  tlie  basis  of  the  prosperity  of  our 
state.  It  occupies  most  of  us — it  feeds  all  of  us;  — 
and  on  its  success  mainly  depends  the  comfort  and 
happiness  of  the  great  mass  of  I he  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Now  it  cannot  be  dissembled  that,  while  the 
other  occupations  of  life  have,  within  the  last 
twenty  years,  r ceived  an  impulse,  which  has  dri- 
ven them  forward  with  unexampled  rapidity,  the  pur- 
suit of  farming  have  been  comparatively  stationary. 
During  that  period  there  has  come  up  among  men  a 
new  power  which  lias  changed  the  habits  and  for- 
tunes of  the  world.-The  union  of  the  two  mosfi  hos- 
tile elements,  hitherto  deemed  incapable  of  associa- 
tion has  opened  to  commerce  the  most  distant  regions 
of  the  earth,  and  has  given  to  manufactures  the  mean* 
of  multiplying  a thousand  fold  the  power  of  human 
hands.  But  these  improvements  have  not  yet  reach- 
ed agriculture. — They  pass  down,  our  rivers,  they 
rush  over  the  surface  of  our  farms,  but  leave  no  trace 
m the  soil. — This  should  not  be.  Agriculture  must 
in  turn  receive  her  share  of  these  advances.  N or 
should  we  be  deterred  from  attempting  to  improve 
it  by  an  indisposition  to  what  are  considered  novel- 
les — a sentiment  quite  unworthy  of  this  age,  and  es- 
lecially  of  this  country,  which,  far  more  than  any 
filler,  is  the  country  of  progress  and  of  improvement. 
Nearly  all  the  improvements  of  our  age  were  deriv- 
d as  innovations  until  they  were  suddenly  hailed  as 
olessings.  Nor  is  it  at  all  extravagant  to  antici- 
pate, that,  by  the  inventive  genius  of  our  country- 
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men,  the  ggautic  powers  engaged  in  transporting 
produce  will  soon  be  employed  to  create  it;  a (unc- 
tion quite  as  natural,  and  to  which  it  is  undoubtedly 
soon  destined.  There  are,  besides  new  pow  ers,  to  be 
applied  to  the  operations  ol  husbandry,  new  proces- 
ses of  cultivation,  new  implements  of  farming,  new 
animals,  new  plants,  to  be  naturalized  from  foreign 
climates,  every  one  of  which  could  not  fail  to  bestow 
great  benefits  on  the  state. 

That  the  progress  ol  these  is  slower  in  farming 
than  in  any  other  pursuits,  is  probably  owing  to  the 
facts,  that  farmers  are,  from  the  nature  of  their  resi- 
dence, more  insulated — less  acquainted  with  distant 
occurrences — less  excitable  than  crowded  eommu- 
lii  '.es — with  less  communion  of  thought  about  their 
own  interests,  to  invite  improvements,  and  less  accu- 
mulation of  capital  to  reward  them.  These  inci- 
dents inseparable  from  the  farming  interests,  seem 
to  justify  a more  active  assistance  from  the  legisla- 
ture than  other  pursuits  require.  In  truth  since  the 
commonwealth  ol  Pennsylvania  has  expended  near- 
ly thirty  millions  of  dollars  in  making  canals  and 
roads  and  means  of  transporting  the  productions  of 
the  soil,  it  should  not  be  deemed  unnatural,  or  incon- 
sistent with  true  economy,  to  apply  a very  small  por- 
tion of  the  public  funds  to  the  purpose  of  rendering 
these  productions  more  valuable  and  abundant. 

The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  so  judged  in  pas 
sing  the  laws  of  the  6th  of  March,  1820,  and  the  30th 
ofMarch,  1821,  avowedly  giving  the  aid  of  the  public 
funds  lor  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  domestic 
manufactures  These  laws  proved  highly  advantage- 
ous to  the  farming  interest  during  their  existence,  but 
being  limited  in  their  duration,  it  require  the  action 
ol  your  honorable  bodies  to  revive  them.  Such  a 
revival,  so  far  at  least  as  respects  the  act  of  the  30th 
March,  1821,  which  is  confined  to  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  is  now  respectfully  asked 
on  behali  of  the  “Philadelphia  society  for  promoting 
agriculture.”  They  ask  it  under  a deliberate  beliel 
that  it  will  be  greatly  for  tile  benefit  ol'the  common- 
wealth, and  an  assurance  that  so  tar  as  the  duties  de- 
volve on  the  society,  they  will  be  executed  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  vour  honorable  bodies. 

isr.  BIDDLE, 

JAMES  GO  WEN. 
KENDERTON  SMITH 


SOUTH  SEA  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 
Copy  of  a letter  tram  Lieut.  Chailes  Wilkes,  com- 
manding the  exploring  expedition,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  dated 

U.  S_.  Ship  Vincennes , Orange  Harbor , 

Terra  tie  Fuego,  February  22,  1S39. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  advise  you  of  my  ar- 
rival with  the  squadron  at  this  harbor,  all  in  good 
health,  on  the  19th  instant;  this  being  the  rendez- 
vous I designated  previous  to  carrying  into  effect 
your  orders  relative  to  exploring  south  in  the  an- 
tarctic circle,  and  the  employment  of  the  scientific 
corps  in  those  regions. 

Since  my  departure  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the 
6th  ot  January,  I have  had  no  opportunity  ofcom- 
munii  ating  with  yon. 

We  hail  a long,  although  pleasant  passage,  ow- 
ing to  light  winds,  to  Rio  Nigro,  on  the  cost  of 
Patagonia,  where  your  instructions  carried  me. — 
Ollier  duties  have  prevented  my  completing  my 
report  or  the  observations  there;  it  shall  be  tor- 
warded,  however,  to  you  the  earliest  opportunity, 
and  will.  I hope  be  satisfactory  to  you. 

We  experienced  some  detention  at  Rio  Nigro, 
owing  t > the  exposed  situation  of  the  open  road- 
stead, and  regret  to  inform  you  that  vve  lost  four 
anchors  and  cables,  one  by  the  Peacock  and  three 
by  the  two  lenders,  all  the  vessels  having  been 
compelled  to  get  under  way  and  run  off  during  a 
gale;  the  Peacock,  Porpoise  and  tenders,  were 
compelled  to  slip  their  cables. 

On  our  return  the  next  day  the  Porpoise  recover 
ed  hers,  but  the  others  could  not  be  obtained,  after 
a diligent  search,  owing  to  their  buoys  having 
broken  adrift;  and,  having  completed  all  that  your 
instructions  required  of  me,  I left  Rio  Nigro  on  the 
2d  of  February  for  this  anchorage.  O : my  tract 
here  I passed  through  the  straits  of  La  Maire, 
around  and  within  four  miles  of  Cape  Horn,  with 
the  squadron  in  company. 

I found  the  Relief  here  engaged  in  preparing  for 
us,  agreeably  to  my  instructions  to  her  commander. 

We  have  been  also  since  our  arrival  constantly 
engaged  in  preparing  the  vessels  for  a cruize  to  the 
antarctic  regions.  Although  I am  fully  aware  that 
the  attempt  is  hazardous,  and  may  probably  be  un- 
successful, yet  advantages  may  accrue  from  it  to 
our  future  operations  in  any'  attempt  we  may  here- 
after make,  and  I cannot  forego  the  opportunity 
which  the  season  yet  alfords  of  making  the  trial. 

I take  leave  also  to  enclose  herewith  the  instruc- 
tions I have  given  for  this  cruise,  which  will  give 


you  full  information  in  regard  to  our  intended 
movements. 

I shall  leave  (he  Vincennes  only  in  this  harbor, 
safely  moored,  and  proceed  with  the  Porpoise  and 
tender  Sea  Gull,  to  endeavor  to  gain  a further 
knowledge  of  the  extent  of  Palmer’s  land  lo  (he 
southward  and  eastward,  as  there  may  be  less  ice  in 
that  vicinity  at  ttiis  late  season  than  at  any  other 
time,  the  new  ice  not  having  yet  formed,  which  I 
trust  will  enable  iqe  to  gain  information  for  any  fu- 
ture attempt. 

Previous  to  leaving  Rio  de  Janeiro  I was  appre- 
hensive, as  I informed  you,  that  I should  be  veiy 
late  in  the  season  for  ibis  duty.  I shall  endeavor  to 
improve  our  limited  time  to  the  best  advantage,  as 
will  appear  in  the  copies  of  my  instructions  here- 
with transmitted. 

The  Vincennes  will  await  my  return  here  as 
long  as  practicable,  and,  in  the  event  of  my  deten- 
tion by  ice, she  will  proceed  to  Valparaiso,  there  to 
join  the.  other  vessels  that  may  i.ot  be  detained, 
with  instructions  to  captain  Hudson  to  carry  out  as 
far  as  possible,  previous  to  an  attempt  to  aid  me  on 
breaking  up  of  the  ice  another  season. 

The  Peacock,  Porpoise,  and  tenders,  have  been 
filled  up  with  provisions  tioin  (lie  Relief,  and  are 
well  supplied  with  warm  clothing,  preserved  meals, 
and  antiscorbutics,  for  any  emergency,  to  make  us 
comfortable  in  case  of  detention. 

I take  with  me  the  pendulum  and  other  instru- 
ments, to  employ  my  time  if  we  should  be  detained, 
which  it  will  be  my  endeavor  to  avoid,  lor  l am 
fully  convinced  of  the  delays  and  disadvantages 
such  a detention  would  cause  to  the  more  impor- 
tant duties  and  operations  of  the  expedition;  yet  I 
trust,  in  the  event  of  such  an  accident,  our  time 
will  not  be  misspent  or  lost.  I have  the  honor  lo 
be,  sir,  most  respect  fully, 

CHARLES  WILKES,  Com.  Exp.  Ex. 
Hon.  James  K.  Paulding, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


OPERATIONS  OF  COMMODORE  READ  ON 
THE  COAST  OF  SUMATRA. 

From  the  Globe. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  an  outrage  was  com- 
mitted by  the  Malays  off  Quallah  Battoo,  in  tin- 
island  of  Sumatra,  on  the  ship  Eclipse  of  Salem, 
which  resulted  in  the  murder  of  the  captain,  and 
one  of  the  crew,  and  the  plunder  of  the  vessel  ot 
specie,  and  other  property,  to  the  value  of  about 
thirty  thousand  dollars.  On  hearing  this,  commo- 
dore Read,  who  had.  been  instructed  to  visit  the 
coast  of  Sumatra  lor  t lie  purpose  of  protecting  the 
trade  of  the  United  States,  immediately  proceeded 
to  that  island,  with  a view  lo  the  recovery  of  the 
property,  and  enforcing  the  delivery  of  the  princi- 
pals in  this  daring  act  of  piracy. 

It  appears  from  his  report  to  the  navy  depart- 
ment, an  extract  from  which  vve  give  below,  that 
bis  first  visit  was  paid  at  Quallah  Battoo,  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  accurate  information  in  re 
iation  to  the  particulars  of  the  outrage,  and  the  per- 
sons concerned.  The  result  of  his  inquiries  cor- 
respond with  the  details  given  in  the  protest  of  the 
survivors  of  the  crew  of  the  Eclipse,  transmitted 
from  St.  Helena  by  the  commercial  agent  of  the 
United  States  at  that  island,  which  exonerated  the 
rajah  and  people  of  Quallah  Battoo  from  all  parti- 
cipation in  the  outrage  for  which  lie  had  come  to 
exact  reparation,  hut  that  one  of  the  pirates  was 
now  residing  at  that  place.  It  appeared,  however, 
from  information  derived  from  a native  who  came 
on  board  the  Columbia, 'and  who  stated  that  he  was 
well  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  that  the  whole  affair  was  planned,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  rajahs  at  another  settlement  called 
Muckie,  situated  at  no  great  distance,  where  most 
of  the  money  had  been  carried,  arid  where  the 
principals  in  the  piracy  now  resided. 

Commodore  Read  demanded  of  the  rajahs  of 
Quallah  Batloo  and  Muckie,  in  succession,  I he  de- 
livery of  the  pirates  stated  to  he  within  the  limits 
of  their  authority;  but  receiving  only  evasive  an 
swers,  and  finally,  assurances  of  their  inability  to 
comply  with  his  demands,  he  proceeded  lo  execute 
the  purpose  of  Lis  visit,  in  the  manner  detailed  in 
the  following  extracts: 

“Having  come  to  anchor  three  miles  from  the  lat- 
ter place,  (Quallah  Battoo),  I deemed  it  my  duty 
immediately  to  make  the  demand  for  the  pirate  and 
property  said  to  have  been  conveyed  to  that  place 
vvitli  him.  Lieutenant  Palmer,  accordingly,  was 
sent  to  the  rajah,  to  make  the  demand,  and  to  say 
to  him  that  tlie  government  of  the  United  Slates 
desir  'd  to  be  on  friendly  terms  with  the  rajah  of 
Sumatra — that  we  had  come  as  friends,  but  it  would 
depend  upon  himself  whether  we  should  or  should 
not  leave  him  with  the  same  sentiments.  The 
rajah  piofessed  himself  willing  to  comply  with  my 


wishes,  but  slated  his  apprehensions  that  the  man 
could  not  be  taken  for  t tie  purpose  of  delivering 
him  to  me.  The  pirate  had  many  friends,  and  the 
people  generally  feared  him,  but  he  would  endeavor 
that  night  to  have  him  taken  while  asleep. 

“Commander  T.  VV.  Wyman  was  sent  flip  fol- 
lowing dayo  arid  the  same  excuses  were  repeated. 
The  hour  ol  sunset  of  the  24th  was  named  as  the 
limit  of  the  time  which  would  be  allowed  lor  life 
apprehension  ot  the  pirate,  and  ttie  bringing  him  on 
board  the  Columbia.  The  rajah  was  lohl  iliat  un- 
less this  was  done  in  the  lime  specified,  I should  be 
under  (he  necessity  ol  considenng  him  an  enemy, 
and  of  proceeding  to  treat  him  as  such,  assuring 
him  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  convince  me 
that  he  could  not  secure  and  give  up  a pirate  found 
within  the  limits  of  his  command. 

“The  hour  of  sunset  passed,  and  nothing  further 
had  been  done  by  (he  rajah,  in  compliance  v\  ith 
the  demand;  and  ! now  conceived  that  all  the  rajah 
had  promised  had  been  done  for  t lie  purpose  of 
gaining  time.  If  [ hail  now  lelt  hi  in  without  in- 
dicting some  chastisement,  I feared  he  might  liere- 
alter  question  our  power,  or  have  an  indifierent 
opinion  ot  its  existence.  I therefore  caused  the 
ships  to  be  dropped  as  near  to  ttie  shore  as  they 
could  swing  with  safety,  and  having  sprung  their 
broadsides  to  the  forts,  commenced  a fire  upon  them, 
t he  fire  of  the  ships  was  returned  with  but  three 
shot.  T wo  ot  the  forts  hung  out  white  flags,  and 
after  a few  sl:ot  well  directed  at  the  rajah’s  fort,  I 
directed  the  firing  to  cease. 

“As  I did  not  consider  the  ohjpct  for  which  I 
contended  sufficient  to  justify  the  landing  of  a party 
of  men  to  destroy  the  place,  I directed  tlie  ships  to 
be  got  under  way,  and  to  proceed  to  Muckie.  We 
arrived  at  the  common  anchoring  ground  off  that 
pi, tee  on  the  30th,  and  the  demand  lor  the  offenders, 
who  it  was  said  weie  residing  tlierp,  was  immedi- 
ately made.  Excuses  similar  lo  those  we  had  be- 
lore  heard,  were  now  given  for  not  having  confined 
the  persons  claimed,  I desiied  to  obtain  possession 
ol  the  rajahs,  and  invited  them  on  board,  but  could 
not  prevail  on  them  to  come.  Hiniug  sent  another 
message  to  (lie  rajahs  on  the  succeeding  day,  and 
being  satisfied  that  they  did  not  mean  to  comply' 
will)  my  demands,  for  the  persons  concerned  in  tie 
piracy,  I directed  all  preparations  to  be  made  lor 
hauling  in  the  ships. 

“On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  January,  we  com- 
menced tow  ing  and  warping  in.  and  by  half  past  10 
A.  M.  got  into  an  excellent  position  tor  sweeping 
with  our  fire  the  peninsula  on  which  the  town  stood. 
Tlie  two  ships  now  not  being  more  than  a cable’s 
Iqngih  from  the  edge  of  the  town.  No  sooner  had 
we  commenced  this  operation  than  it  was  observed 
that  tlie  inhabitants  were  engaged  in  carrying  off 
their  property  trom  the  town.  It  was  impossi!  le  to 
prevent  this  as  eaily  as  I could  have  wished;  but  a 
few  guns  were  soon  brought  to  bear,  and  we  saw 
no  more  persons  employed  in  ttiis  business.  A slow 
fire  from  a few  guns  on  the  main  and  spar  deck  was 
kept  up,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any 
preparation  for  defence  on  shore,  and  lor  the  pro- 
tection ol  our  men  in  landing-.  By  half  past  12  M. 
three  hundred  and  tw  enty  seamen  and  marines  were 
landed  and  formed  on  the  beach,  under  ttie  command 
ot  commander  1 . W.  Wyman.  The  divisions  from 
the  Columbia  were  commanded  by  lieutenants  Ma- 
groder,  Turk,  Turner  and  Pennock.  The  marines 
of  the  squadron  were  led  by  lieut  Baker.  The 
two  divisions  from  the  John  Adams  w'ere  headed  by 
lieuts.  Thompson  and  Minor.  The  firing  from  the 
ships  ccrased,  and  the  expedition  moved  towards 
the  town,  with  order  and  regularity.  Much  anxie- 
ty was  felt  at  the  moment  as  lo  the  result.  The 
conduct  of  the  rajahs  the  evening  before  being 
such,  it  was  believed  that  a steady  and  determined 
resistance  would  be  made;  but,  to  my  great  surprise, 
tlie  party  entered  without  opposition.  The  town 
was  soon  after  in  (lames;  all  the  dwellings  ol  the 
rajahs,  and  their  five  forts,  were  destroyed,— The 
guns  of  the  forts,  22  in  number,  found  loaded  and 
primed,  and  matches  lighled,  were  spiked  and 
thrown  into  the  ditch.  A magazine  of  rice,  and 
storehouse  filled  with  pepper,  were  destroyed; 
some  valuable  boats  ol  large  dimensions  on  the 
stocks,  and  several  of  less  value,  w ere  consumed  in 
the  flames.  In  short,  there  was  nothing  left  above 
ground,  and  by  half  past  2 o'clock,  P M.  the  offi- 
cers and  men  had  returned  lo  (heir  lespective  ships, 
without  the  occurrence  of  a sing'e  accident  ” 

Commodore  Rend  does  full  pistice  to  the  promp- 
titude and  decision  of  commander  Wyman,  and  all 
the  officers  employed  in  these  transactions  who  ac- 
quitted themselves  to  his  entire  satisfaction. 

The  navy  department  has  furnished  for  publica- 
tion (he  following  copies  of  the  engagement  enter- 
ed into  by  the  rajahs  of 'Soosoo,  Quallah  Battoo 
tkc.  with  commodore  Read: 
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We,  the  rajahs  of  Soosoo,  for  ourselves  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Soosoo,  on  the  west 
coast  of  Sumatra,  sensibly  affected  by  the  clemency 
practised  towards  us  on  the  late  visit  of  the  frigate 
Columbia  and  John  Adams,  do  hereby  pledge  our- 
selves to  suffer  no  American  vessel  to  be  molested 
hereafter,  and,  by  all  means  in  our  powTer,  to  pre- 
vent all  wicked  designs  for  annoying  or  in  any  way 
injuring  them.  Should  we  ever  hear  of  any  plan 
being  laid  for  the  capture  o'f  an  American  vessel, 
we  engage  forthwith  to  give  notice  of  the  same  to 
the  commander,  or  whoever  may  be  on  board  said 
vessel,  in  time  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  lives  and  the  protection  of  their  pro- 
perty. And  we  do  further  pledge  ourselves  that, 
in  case  any  piratical  expedition  should  hereafter  at 
any  time  be  attempted,  or  successful  plunder  be  at- 
tempted upon  any  American  vessel,  and  the  plun- 
derers should  take  refuge  among  us,  we  will  secure 
their  persons  and  the  property  taken  in  the  best 
manner  wre  can,  and  keep  them  until  they  can  be 
delivered  to  the  first  vessel  of  war  of  the  United 
States  of  America  which  shall  arrive  on  the  coasts, 
or  to  any  merchantman  who  shall  be  willing  to  take 
them  to  the  United  States  for  their  trial.  But  we 
profess  our  inability  to  comply  with  your  demand 
for  the  delivering  up  of  the  pirates  and  the  proper- 
ty brought  with  them  to  this  place,  belonging  to  the 
ship  Eclipse,  the  pirates  having  fled  from  the  place 
the  moment  that  it  was  known  that  the  United 
States  ships  of  war  under  your  command  had  come 
to  Soosoo  for  the  purpose  of  securing  them.  In 
that  we  promise  to  do  ail  that  lies  in  our  power  to 
cultivate  the  friendship  of  the  United  States,  by 
doing  all  those  acts  which  are  necessary  for  the 
continuance  of  that  friendship  with  us  w'hich  we 
know  to  be  our  interest  to  preserve,  and  which  we 
here  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  henceforth  in  every 
way  to  endeavor  to  maintain. 

In  testimony  of  these  our  desires  and  our  solemn 
pledges,  we  hereto  affix  our  several  signatures  and 
seals,  DATTOO  BUGGAH, 

DATTOO  BUGGENAH, 
DATTOO  MOODAH, 
DATTOO  UMPATE. 

To  commodore  Geo.  C.  Read, 

Commanding  the  American  ship  of  war  off 
Soosoo,  January  8,  1839. 

Po  Quallah,  peder  rajal  of  Quallah  Battoo, 
having  come  on  board  the  Columbia,  with  desires 
to  make  peace  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  hereby  declares,  that  henceforth  he  will  use 
every  effort  on  his  part  to  assist  the  American 
ships  which  may  be  trading  on  the  west  coast  of 
Sumatra,  and  bring  all  the  means  in  his  power  to 
suppress  all  piracies  on  the  coast.  And  in  case  any 
designed  robbery  or  attack  upon  any  American  ves- 
sel should  be  known  to  him,  he  will  use  his  power 
to  stop  it,  and  give  immediate  information  to  the 
captain  and  all  who  may  be  on  board,  for  their  de- 
fence and  protection.  And  should  any  of  his  men 
be  guilty  of  the  crime  of  piracy  against  any  Ameri- 
can vessel,  or  should  any  pirates  take  refuge  among 
his  people,  he  pledges  himself  that  they  shall  be 
punished  by  death,  or  given  up  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States  for  trial,  or  the  demand  of  the 
commander  of  any  armed  United  States  vessel,  or 
to  the  captain  of  any  merchantman  who  may  be 
willing  to  take  them  to  the  United  States. 

Witnesses: 

PoN-YAH  OUSSEN. 

PoN-YAH  HeIT. 

Tookoo  Ahlee. 

Geo.  C.  Read,  commander  of  the  U.  S.  naval 
forces  in  the  Indian  Seas. 

Fitch  W.  Taylor,  chaplain  U.  S.  frigate  Co- 
lumbia. 

A.  W.  Pennocic,  acting  lieutenant  U.  S.  frigate 
Columbia. 

Peter  Silvee,  commander  of  the  ship  Sumatra. 

J.  Henshaw  Belcher,  professor  of  mathema- 
tics U.  S.  frigate  Columbia. 

U.  S.  frigate  Columbia,  off  Soosoo,  Jan.  11,  1839. 


AFFAIRS  OF  MEXICO. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Courier,  May  30. 

The  United  States  cutter  Woodbury,  arrived 
this  morning,  brings  intelligence  from  Tampico  to 
the  18th  inst.  and  from  Vera  Cruz  and  Mexico  to 
the  10th. 

From  Tampico,  the  news  is  that  (he  centralists, 
under  gen.  Arista,  were  within  15  miles  of  the  city, 
and  it  was  believed  would  enter  the  place  without 
resistance.  . One  American,  one  English  and  one 
French  sloop  of  war  were  lying  at  anchor  near 
Tampico,  and  the  merchants  of  those  nations  had 
sent  off  the  most  valuable  parts  of  their  effects  on 
board  of  the  vessels  of  war,  fearing  lest  the  Mexi- 
can soldiers  might  be  allowed  to  pillage  the  place, 


after  taking  possession.  Business  was  at  a stand 
at  Tampico,  and  many  people  had  left  the  place. 

From  the  capital,  we  learn  that  gen.  Urrea  has 
been  taken  and  carried  there  wounded.  Santa 
Ana  was  received  with  the  mo3t  extravagant  de- 
monstrations of  joy.  It  is  said  in  the  papers  that 
he  is  taking  the  most  active  measures  to  recruit 
soldiers,  and  fill  up  the  army  skeletons.  An  offi- 
cial report  gives  the  number  authorised  bylaw,  viz: 
9,600  cavalry,  3,000  artillery  and  26,000  infantry. 
It  appears  the  number  actually  underarms  is  a little 
over  one-third  of  the  force  called  for  by  law,  say 
2,800  artillery,  3,900  cavalry  and  about  8,000  in- 
fantry. 

President  Bustamente  issued  a proclamation  on 
the  4th  inst.  in  which  he  called  on  the  people  of 
the  internal  provinces,  and  those  of  the  state  of  Ta- 
maulipas,  to  submit  and  rally  under  the  central 
government.  He  points  to  the  Texans  and  savages 
on  the  eastern  frontiers  of  Mexico,  as  the  only  real 
foes  of  the  country,  against  whom  the  Mexicans 
may  gratify  their  military  ardor. 

The  accounts  from  the  different  cities  and  states 
of  the  interior  of  Mexico,  as  published  in  the  pa- 
pers of  the  capital,  warrant  the  conclusion  that 
tranquillity  reigned,  and  no  disposition  was  felt  to 
oppose  the  central  government.  It  may  possibly 
happen  that  a collision  will  take  place  between 
Bustamente  and  Santa  Ana  for  the  supreme  power, 
but  it  is  evident  that  the  liberal  party  in  Mexico 
has  been  silenced  for  years  to  come. 

Another  letter  says — 

The  general  opinion  among  the  best  informed 
people  is,  that  upon  the  fall  of  Tampico,  Santa  Ana 
will  be  declared  dictator,  and  that  his  plan  is  to 
close  all  the  Mexican  ports  against  foreign  com- 
merce, with  the  exception  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Bustamente  had  issued  a proclamation,  inviting 
the  people  to  their  duty  to  the  government  party, 
which,  if  they  did,  the  country  would  have  no 
other  enemy  to  contend  with  than  Texas. 

The  New  Orleans  Louisianian  has  the  following 
interesting  letter  relative  to  the  execution  of  Mexia, 
and  the  effect  of  that  unfortunate  event  upon  Mex- 
ican affairs: 

Mexico,  May  11,  1839. 

The  recent  defeat  of  the  federalists  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  Peubla  is  a mortal  blow  to  the  liberal  party. 
Thenceforward  that  party  exists  only  by  name,  in 
fact  it  is  annihilated,  or  at  least  reduced  so  low  that 
it  will  be  long  before  it  will  be  able  to  do  any  thing 
for  the  restoration  of  the  co'untry. 

Santa  Ana  has  become  the  idol  of  the  day.  His 
name  is  the  common  word  in  the  mouth  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  such  is  the  frenzy  of  these  blackguards  who 
are  in  a majority,  that  if  his  excellency  chose  to 
make  himseif  king,  ernperor,  dictator,  in  one  day 
the  central  government  would  disappear  and  be  re- 
placed by  a tyrant  and  a troop  of  slaves.  I should 
not  be  surprised  if  such  were  the  plan  of  Santa  Ana. 
All  the  men  in  power  are  sold  to  him;  the  aristocra- 
cy are  for  him,  body  and  soul.  Against  him  are 
the  clergy  and  the  military,  who  are  devoted  to 
Bustamente.  If  it  were  not  for  the  fear  entertain- 
ed by  Santa  Ana  of  these  two  bodies,  he  would  ere 
now  have  proclaimed  the  abdication  of  the  titura! 
president,  and  raised  himself  by  a decree  of  con- 
gress to  the  dictatorial  throne.  But  what  he  dares 
not  do  openly,  he  plots  in_silence  and  darkness:  he 
prepares  the  ground  on  which  he  means  to  contend. 
If  Bustamente  does  not  return  here  soon,  his  ejection 
from  the  presidency  is  not  very  uncertain,  and  if  he 
returns  at  all,  it  will  be  to  salute  his  sovereign  mas- 
ter, if  he  wishes  to  escape  the  fate  ofthe  unfortunate 
Mexia. 

To  overthrow  Bustamente,  however,  requires  an 
effort  of  genius  in  his  antagonist,  of  which  I do  not 
think  him  capable.  Bustamente  is  very  popular 
throughout  the  country.  Besides  the  support  of 
the  priests  and  the  army,  he  is  the  idolized  chief  of 
a party  which  is  not  spoken  of,  but  which  exists, 
nevertheless,  and  may  take  an  imposing  attitude, 
should  the  opportunity  ever  present  itself.  You 
will  perceive  that  I allude  to  the  Scotch  masons. 
The  principal  leaders  of  the  army  belong  to  this 
party;  and  you  are  aware  that  they  make  common 
cause  with  Bustamente,  and  are  ready  to  raise  his 
standard  whenever  he  gives  the  signal. 

Bravo,  who  commands  in  the  south,  and  who  af- 
ter Bustamente,  is  the  most  popular  man  in  the  ar- 
my, also  belongs  to  the  Scotch  party.  The  union 
of  these  two  will  suffice  any  time  to  destroy  all  the 
plans  of  Santa  Ana.  The  last,  however,  is  active 
in  pushing  his  schemes,  and  sooner  or  later  there 
will  be  an  open  rupture.  We  expect  it  every  mo- 
ment, and  we  are  in  hopes  that  from  the  struggle 
will  arise  a new  order  of  things,  in  which  correct 
principles  ofgovermnent  will  flourish.  Such  is  my 
opinion  at  least — I hope  it  may  be  better  founded 
than.my  opinion  respecting  the  unfortunate  Mexia!  I 


Santa  Ana  repaired  to  Puebla  in  person  to  pre- 
vent the  surrender  of  that  place,  and  to  put  down 
all  risings  in  favor  of  federalism.  After  Mexia’s 
defeat,  he  dictated  the  order  for  the  execution  of 
that  unfortunate  chief,  and  superintended  the  exe- 
cution, evincing  in  this  instance  all  the  cruelty  of 
his  nature. 

The  substance  of  the  sentence  was: 

“Whereas  the.  citizen  Mexia  was  found  in  arms, 
fighting  against  his  country,  it  is  ordered  that  he 
die  the  death  of  a traitor.  He  will  be  shot,  with 
his  back  turned  to  the  soldiers.” 

Mexia  protested  in  vain  against  this  ignominious 
sentence;  he  was  obliged  to  submit,  and  prepared 
to  die  like  a brave  man.  At  the  distance  of  twelve 
paces  from  the  detachment  that  was  to  shoot  him, 
be  received  the  first  fire  of  his  executioners  with 
the  calmness  which  only  belongs  to  true  courage 
and  a just  cause.  Three  balls  struck  him  and 
mangled  his  shoulder.  He  stood  firm,  but  to  end 
his  sufferings  and  the  horrors  of  his  situation,  he 
begged  the  soldiers  to  fire  upon  him  with  the  muz- 
zles close  to  his  body.  The  soldiers  complied  with 
his  request,  and  approaching  nearer,  fired  a second 
time;  his  heart  was  shot  through,  his  head  demolish- 
ed, and  his  soul  escaped  to  a happier  region! 

' Such  was  the  end  of  a man  in  whom  the  liberal 
party  placed  their  last  and  dearest  hopes;  his  death 
has  terminated  their  noble  enterprize.  His  memory 
is  cursed  by  the  enemies  of  good  order  and  demo- 
cratic institutions.  But  history  will  do  him  justice 
and  assign  him  a distinguished  place  among  the 
heroic  martyrs  to  the  sacred  cause  of  national  inde- 
pendence and  happiness.  I hope  this  reflection 
will  solten  the  regrets  of  the  numerous  friends  of 
Mexia  in  New  Orleans,  and  assuage  the  bitter  sor- 
row' of  his  unhappy  widow,  who  I now  understand 
is  now  in  your  city.  The  last  words  he  pronounc- 
ed were  for  his  country,  his  wife  and  his  children! 
His  memory  will  be  dear  to  them  all. 

All  the  news  received  here  relative  to  the  battle 
ofPuebla,  agrees  in  representing  Mexia  as  having 
acted  in  the  bravest  manner.  But  badly  seconded 
by  the  other  generals,  and  falling  into  an  ambuscade 
he  lost  the  victory  after  the  most  heroic  exertions 
to  obtain  it.  He  was  induced  to  enter  a defile, 
which  he  was  told  was  the  nighest  road  to  the  city, 
and  was  suddenly  attacked  by  forces  five  times 
more  numerous  than  his  own.  Notwithstanding 
this  inferiority  the  battle  lasted  more  than  five 
hours.  After  these  attacks,  he  made  himself  master 
ofthe  enemy’s  artillery,  and  would  have  been  vic- 
torious but  for  the  unexpected  arrival  of  500  caval- 
ry, who  bore  down  upon  his  men,  already  overcome 
by  fatigue,  and  their  number  greatly  diminished. 
Atthis  critical  moment  the  flight  of  Urrea  and  other 
generals  decided  the  fate  ofthe  gallant  Mexia.  In 
the  midst  of  a handful  of  brave  men,  he  still  resist- 
ed the  attacks  ofthe  cavalry.  But  seeing  that  all 
hope  was  gone,  he  put  on  the  coat  of  a dead  sol- 
dier, to  avoid  being  taken  prisoner;  but  fortune 
again  betrayed  him;  he  was  recogniseddn  his  dis- 
guise by  an  officer  of  the  cavalry,  who  made  him 
prisoner,  and  carried  him  on  the  crupper  ofthe  same 
horse  on  which  he  rode,  to  Puebla,  where  he  was 
forthwith  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  by  Santa 
Ana.  I have  been  told  that  some  minutes  were  al- 
lowed him  to  write  his  last  adieus  to  his  wife  and 
children.  Will  Santa  Ana  allow  the  letter  to  go 
to  its  address?  The  bloodhound  is  base  enough  for 
such  an  act  of  wickedness  and  cruelty. 

After  what  he  calls  a triumph,  Santa  Ana  has 
returned  to  Mexico,  where  he  was  received  with 
extraordinary  honors.  He  had  rejoicings,  balls, 
illuminations,  public  plays,  for  an  event  o\  er  which 
every  good  man  grieves.  The  populace  admires 
the  hero  of  Tampico,  patriots  deplore  the  miseries 
of  civil  war.  One  party  weaves  garlands  for  the 
victor,  the  other  is  filled  with  grief;  on  one  side  you 
hear  songs  of  victory,  on  the  other  wailings  for  the 
dead.  Time  will  shew  us  the  end  of  this  medley  of 
things.  Yours. 

Matamoras  which  has  been  so  long  closed  to 
foreign  commerce  has  at  length  been  opened  by 
order  of  the  Mexican  government.  The  following 
regulations  in  reference  to  it  have  been  issued  by 
the  Mexican  authorities: 

REGULATIONS. 

“According  to  the  supreme  order  of  the  1st  Hast . 
communicated  to  me  by  his  excellency  the  presi- 
dent, commander  of  the  army  of  operations.  Ana- 
stasio  Bustamente,  it  has  pleased  his  excellency 
the  president  ad  interim  ofthe  republic,  to  renew 
the  authority,  granted  to  me  on  the  17th  January 
last,  to  permit  the  introduction  into  this  port  of  all 
sorts  of  merchandise,  even  such  as  come  under  the 
head  of  illegal  trade,  on  the  express  condition  that 
the  duties  be  paid  immediately  in  cash,  and  that 
I this  permission  shall  exist  for  no  longer  time  than 
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Will  be  absolutely  necessary  forme  to  render  all  j 
proper  and  complete  assistance  to  the  meritorious 
army  under  my  command. 

“inconsequence  of  this  privilege,  and  acting  in 
conjunction  with  the  head  of  the  department  of 
finance,  it  is  decreed: 

“1.  All  sorts  of  merchandise,  prohibited  by  the 
general  tariff  of  maratime  duties,  shall  be  admitted, 
but  only  into  this  port. 

“2,  The  following  shall  be  excluded:  1.  metal 
buttons,  engraved  on  either  side  with  the  Spanish 
or  other  national  arms:  2.  obscene  stamps,  minia- 
tures, paintings  and  pictures  of  all  kinds:  3.  books, 
pamphlets,  and  manuscripts  prohibited  by  compe- 
tent authority  [priests],  and  4.  all  warlike  arti- 
cles. 

“Published  for  the  information  and  goverment  of 
trade. 

“Head  quarters  at  Matamoras,  14th  May,  1839, 
“VALENTIN  CANALIZO," 
“PEDRO  JOSE  DE  LA  GAZA.” 


COMMERCIAL  CONVENTION. 

The  committee  often,  to  which  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  convention,  directing  them  to 
ascertain  and  report  whether  goods  have  not  been 
imported  and  sold  at  the  southern  seaports,  upon  ai 
good  terms,  and  at  as  fair  rates,  as  they  can  be  pro 
cured  at  the  northern — and  whether  the  country 
merchants  cannot  now  procure  at  the  southern  sea- 
ports as  full  a supply  and  as  good  assortments,  upon 
as  fair  terms,  and  as  favorable  periods  of  payment, 
as  they  can  be  procured  elsewhere — and  whether 
there  exist  anv  and  what  ad  vantages  in  making  pur- 
chases from  "the  direct  importers  at  the  south,  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following 
REPORT. 

The  inquiries  to  be  made,  in  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion, are  deeply  interesting  to  all  the  friendsof  south- 
ern direct  trade.  If  facts  will  justify  affirmative 
answers  to  them  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  if  per- 
severed in,  is  unquestionable,  unless  defeated  by  the 
untoward  action  of  the  general  government,  or  a 
dispensation  of  Providence  against  which  human 
prudence  affords  no  safeguard.  The  facts  necessary 
to  entirely  cot  rect  conclusions  on  these  inquiries,  are 
many,  and  exceedingly  complicated,  requiring  for 
their  collection,  consideration  and  arrangement, 
more  time  and  opportunities  than  the  present  occa- 
sion affords;  and  your  committee  being  composed  of 
merchants,  dealers  and  planters,  from  the  interior  of 
the  states  and  territories  represented  in  this  conven- 
tion, labor  under  many  difficulties,  in  the  investiga- 
tion, in  the  result  of  which,  the  committee,  in  com- 
mon with  all  they  represent,  have  a deep  interest, 
being  nothing  less  than  the  discovery  of  those  mar- 
kets where  they  can  sell  their  staples  for  the  highest, 
and  buy  the  goods  they  consume,  at  the  lowest  pri- 
ces. Such  time  and  opportunities  as  they  possessed, 
have  been  employed  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and 
they  submit  the  result  to  the  consideration  of  the 
convention. 

The  southern  states  have  at  all  times  been  the  pro- 
ducers of  staples  of  great  richness  and  value  in  the 
commerce  of  the  world,  which  from  their  earliest 
settlement  as  colonies,  gave  them  a direct  trade  with 
foreign  nations,  of  an  extent  and  importance  greatly 
beyond  their  proportionate  population.  The  growth 
and  increase  of  this  trade  kept  more  than  even  pace 
with  the  increase  of  population,  and  enriched  them 
with  a prosperity,  before  unparalleled.  Since  the 
revolution  and  during  the  period  of  free  trade,  it 
grew  and  expanded  to  an  immense  extent,  as  has 
been  developed  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
twenty-one  already  submitted  to  the  convention. 
The  settlement  of  new  states,  southwest  and  west,  of 
similar  pursuits,  institutions  and  staples,  have  swell- 
ed the  products  of  their  industry,  until  they  are  more 
than  three- fourths  of  the  domestic  exports, 'and  con- 
stitute to  that  extent  the  basis  of  all  the  foreign  com- 
merce of  the  United  States.  • 

The  fiscal  action  of  the  general  government  in  the 
collections  and  disbursements  of  its  i venue,  has  al- 
ways been  unfavorable  to  southern  commerce,  and 
when  the  additional  burdens  of  the  protective  system 
was  thrown  upon  the  industry  and  trade  of  the  plant- 
ing states,  the  disastrous  effects  were  apparent  iu  the 
deserted  cities  and  ruined  prospects  which  blighted 
the  prosperity  and  broke  the  spirits  of  her  people. 
The  direct  trade  which  was  her  own  by  every  law  of 
commerce  and  nature, and  which  should  have  grown 
and  increased  every  year,  grew  less  and  less  until  it 
almost  disappeared,  being  by  this  unpropitious  poli- 
cy transferred  to  the  northern  ports  and  people. — 
Discouraged  by  these  burdens,  our  capital  sought 
more  propitious  locations  for  its  employment,  or  en- 
gaged in  other  business — our  merchants  and  capital- 
ists removing  to  the  northern  ports,  with  their  funds, 
or  withdrawing  from  commerce  and  investing  in 
other  employments,  while  others  discouraged  by 
their  example,  were  not  found  to  supply  their  places 
and  attempt  the  business  they  had  been  forced  to 
abandon.  The  importing  merchants  of  the  south 
became  an  almostextinci  race;  and  her  direct  trade, 
once  so  great,  flourishing  and  rich,  dwindled  down 
to  insignificance. 

It  would  seem  to  be  undeniable  that  if  the  same 
state  of  things  by  which  these  disastrous  blows  were 
dealt,  with  such  fatal  effect,  upon  our  direct  trade, 


continues  to  exist,  thatthc  south  cannot  recover  what 
it  lost  under  their  operation.  It  becomes  therefore 
an  important  point  to  bo  determined  whether  any 
and  what  changes  or  modifications  of  these  circum- 
stances have  taken  place,  which  will  enable  the  south 
again  to  enter  into  a struggle  for  her  own  direct  trade 
with  foreign  nations,  with  any  reasonable  hope  or 
fair  prospect  of  success. 

That  such  changes  have  for  several  years  been  in 
progress  is  most  certain,  slowly  and  gradually,  but 
certainly  and  beneficially.  The  compromise  act  has 
already  produced  great  amelioration,  and  every  bi- 
ennial reduction  is  an  impulse  to  enterprise  and  trade, 
which  has  already  caused  much  capital  to  return, 
and  again  filled  the  old  channels  with  something  like 
its  ancient  currents  of  business.  The  legislatures  of 
the  planting  states  have,  with  prudent  forecast,  avail- 
ed themselves  of  the  opportunity,  and  by  wise  legis- 
lation, done  much  to  encourage  the  enterprise  and 
aid  individual  efforts  in  the  patriotic  effort;  and  it  is 
hoped  will  yet  do  much  more  for  this  great  and  vital 
measure, by  lightening  the  remaining  burthens  which 
oppress  commercial  capital  in  the  heavy  taxation  on 
its  employment.  Lightened  of  much  of  that  oppres- 
sive taxation  imposed  by  the  national  legislation, 
and  animated  by  the  prospect  of  still  further  reduc- 
tions, and  a well  founded  confidence  in  the  fostering 
care  of  the  state  legislatures,  the  race  of  importing 
merchants  has  revived,  and,  as  individual  and  part 
nership  firms,  reappeared  in  our  cities,  and  have  em- 
barked large  capitals,  with  great  spirit  in  the  busi- 
ness. It  gives  the  committee  great  pleasure  to  add, 
that  they  have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  their  ope- 
rations have  been  conducted  with  the  energy  and 
prudence  which  deserves  and  has  been  crowned  with 
a success  as  advantageous  to  them  as  it  is  beneficial 
to  the  country. 

If  we  consider  the  general  principles,  which  natu- 
rally regulate  trade  we  see  no  reason  why  foreign 
goods  used  in  southern  consumption,  could  not  be 
bought  by  our  own  merchants  at  the  place  of  their 
production,  and  brought  direct  to  our  markets  as 
cheaply  as  they  can  be  taken  to  the  northern  markets 
by  their  merchants.  A careful  comparison  of  all  the 
elements  of  cost,  could  they  be  clearly  ascertained, 
might  enable  the  committee  to  arrive  at  exact  con- 
clusions, but  it  is  impossible  for  the  committee  in  the 
time  permitted  for  the  inquiry,  to  attain  such  cer- 
tainty in  the  multitude  of  circumstances  which  must 
be  considered — and  even  were  it  possible  in  any  given 
state  of  things,  and  at  any  fixed  day,  the  constant 
changes  of  circumstances,  the  fluctuations  of  mar- 
kets, and  the  thousand  occurrences  every  hour  aris- 
ing to  disturb  the  regularity  of  trade,  the  exchanges 
and  the  money  market,  would  perhaps,  the  very 
next  day,  vary  that  statement  and  present  another 
condition  of  things — and  so  also,  if  all  the  foreign 
goods  brought  into  the  country  for  its  consumption, 
were  imported  by  regular  importing  merchanls, 
more  certainty  might  be  attainable.  It  happens 
however  so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  that  im- 
mense amounts  of  foreign  goods  are  often  poured 
into  the  United  States,  upon  the  great  points  of  im- 
portation, under  circumstances  of  commercial  pres- 
sure and  distress,  producing  great  disturbance,  and 
fluctuation  of  prices.  At  such  periods,  the  manu- 
facturers, if  pressed  for  money,  instead  of  at  once 
reducing  the  price  of  goods,  at  their  warehouses, 
(which  is  considered  the  last  thing  to  be  done),  ge- 
nerally prefer  to  make  sacrifices  of  their  surplus 
stock  at  distant  points — they  sometimes  ship  to  fo- 
reign ports  and  sell  by  their  own  agents,  on  their 
own  account,  in  which  case  they  can  lessen  the  du- 
ties, by  making  out  their  invoices  at  lower  rates,  and 
also  escape  the  addition,  which  is  put  on  the  mer- 
chant by  our  revenue  laws,  for  the  expenses  on  the 
invoice,  being  about  five  percent.;  they  sometimes 
make  loans  from  mercantile  houses,  having  branches 
in  other  countries,  and  deposite  their  surplus  goods 
as  security,  upon  the  agreement  that  they  are  to  be 
sold  for  whatever  they  will  bring,  to  refund  the  ad- 
vance, if  they  are  not  paid  when  due.  Great  quan- 
titiesof  these  goods  and  alsoof  failing  merchants  are 
thrown  upon  the  northern  markets,  especially  New 
York,  and  sold  at  auction,  for  whatever  they  will 
bring — great  sacrifices  arc  inevitable,  and  at  such 
times,  purchases  may  beat  prices  which  would  prove 
ruinous  to  the  regular  importing  merchant  whether 
northern  or  southern.  Such  instances  should  be 
considered  as  departures  from  regular  trade,  and  as 
exceptions  to  its  general,  regular  and  steady  course 
— although  they  occasionally  not  merely  influence, 
but  control  business  and  prices,  such  transactions 
arc  not  fair  examples  for  regular  business — and  whe- 
ther they  arc  beneficial  in  the  long  run  to  the  trade 
and  prosperity  of  a place  may  well  be  doubted,  as 
the  tendency  is  to  disturb  commerce  and  destroy  the 
regular  importing  merchant. 

Before  proceeding  more  into  detail,  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  remark,  that  the  report  will  be  confined,  after 
a few  remarks  on  domestic  goods,  to  those  of  foreign 
fabric  and  importation.  The  consumption  of  domes- 
tic goods  has  increased  greatly  and  is  still  increas- 
ing. It  is  generally  estimated  by  the  merchant  to 
extend  already  to  33  percent,  of  the  whole  consump- 
tion. That  they  can  be  bought  upon  better  terms 
where  they  are  manufactured,  than  at  the  southern 
ports,  is  generally  conceded,  except  where  the  ma- 
nufacturers have  agencies  at  the  southern  ports,  and 
sell  at  manufacture  prices,  including  freight,  insu- 
rance, &c.  This,  to  a limited  extent,  is  done,  and 


may,  and  probably  will,  in  the  course  of  time,  be 
done  to  an  extent  commensurate  with  the  demand^ 
of  consumption.  But  if  the  southern  merchant  still 
gbes  to  the  northern  manufacturer  and  buys  and 
brings  the  goods  back  with  him  for  sale,  it  is  not  the 
less  a direct  trade,  and  he  can  buy  as  cheap,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  manufacturer  himself,  sell 
as  low  as  any  other  competitor. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  merchant  who  buys  his 
goods  cheapest,  and  has  fewest  burthens  and  expen- 
ses upon  his  business,  ought  to  be  able  to  sell  his 
goods  at  the  lowest  prices.  It  is  fair  to  presume, 
that  what  can  be  done,  has  been  and  will  be  done  by 
our  merchants,  in  fair  competition,  for  the  regular 
trade,  with  their  northern  brothers.  Let  us  see  what 
are  the  elements  which  enter  into  the  solution  of  the 
problem,  which  enjoys  the  greatest  advantages  in 
this  honorable  rivalry. 

In  carrying  out  this  comparison,  it  will  bo  most 
satisfactory  to  select  places  which  may  be  consider- 
ed fair  exponents  of  the  two  sections  of  the  union, 
and  the  committee  therefore  selectNew  York  for  the 
north,  and  Charleston  for  the  south.  In  selecting 
Charleston,  the  committee  are  influenced  by  the  fact 
that  being  there  now,  they  are  enabled  to  procure 
more  information,  authentic  and  at  first  hands,  as  to 
it,  than  of  any  other  southern  importing  city;  but  it 
is  believed  that  the  same  general  principles  and  facts 
applicable  to  its  trade,  may,  with  such  modifications 
as  will  readily  suggest  themsedves  in  each  case,  be 
applied  to  the  other  southern  importing  cities  re- 
spectively. 

In  the  south,  the  ports  are  good  and  safe,  and  open 
all  the  year  to  ships.  In  the  north,  many  and  con- 
siderable obstructions  exist  during  a part  of  it,  from 
cold  and  ice.  The  same  may  be  said  of  their  inter- 
nal communications,  the  rivers  and  canals  of  the 
north  being  frozen,  and  the  rail  roads  obstructed  by 
snows  and  often  for  considerable  periods  of  time. 
In  the  summer, the  southern  ports  are  notso  healthy, 
and  their  intercourse  with  the  interior  markets  is 
less  in  amount  and  activity.  The  establishment  of 
rail  roads  permitting  the  most  rapid  travel  and  per- 
fect safety  through  the  unhealthy  districts  adjacent, 
has  greatly  diminished  the  impediments  of  summer 
trade,  especially  with  Charleston,  and  will  very- 
soon,  with  other  southern  cities,  to  which  similar 
improvements  are  extending.  New  York  enjoys 
great  advantages  from  the  perfect  system  of  com- 
munication with  foreign  parts  and  her  customers  at 
home,  her  commercial  connections  with  Europe, and 
most  especially  in  the  greater  facilities  her  banks 
give  her  merchants  for  credits  in  Europe,  and  by 
discounts  at  home  for  long  periods  and  on  their  cus- 
tomary notes.  Were  the  only  question,  which  city 
can  sell  its  merchandize  the  cheapest  in  its  own 
stores,  the  answer  would  probably  be  that  NewYork 
can  generally  sell  as  low  o'r  lower  than  Charleston. 
But  the  true  question  for  the  southern  country  mer- 
chant is,  can  he  lay  down  his  goods,  at  his  home, 
cheaper  from  New  York  than  from  Charleston,  or  any 
other  southern  port?  If  he  buys  lower  in  NewYork, 
and  the  expenses  of  getting  them  home  makes  the 
expense  more  than  he  could  get  them  at  from  the 
southern  port,  his  own  interest  as  well  as  patri- 
otism, will  influence  him  to  deal  at  his  own  ports. 
In  coming  to  a correct  understanding,  of  the  cost  of 
the  goods  at  the  two  markets,  we  must  look  into  the 
circumstances  which  create  cost,  and  go  to  fix  the 
priccs-of  merchandize.  All  the  expenses  attending 
traffic  must  be  charged  in  the  profits  and  taken  out 
of  them,  and  consequently  enhance  ihe  cost  of  its 
merchandize.  These  expenses,  in  some  important 
respects,  are  believed  to  be  greater  in  New  York 
than  Charleston — and  the  following  views  are  illus- 
trative of  this  opinion.  The  foreign  goods  imported 
into  this  country  are  paid  for  chiefly  by  southern 
produce  or  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  from  it.  To 
buy  this,  the  northern  merchant  must  employ  his 
factor  or  commission  agent, and  pay  from  one  to  two 
percent,  commissions;  the  southern  importer  is  on 
the  spot  where  the  produce  is,  and  buys,  in  person, 
this  produce  or  bills,  saving  that  commission.  In 
general,  exchanges  on  Europe  are  lower  by  one  to 
two  per  cent,  at  the  south — at  present  it  is  not  so, 
but  the  general  experience  has  been  that  way;  and 
the  present  difference  in  favor  of  the  north  may  bo 
ascribed  in  a considerable  extent  to  the  greatamount 
of  American  loan3  ncgociatcd  through  New  York, 
creating  a larger  fund  to  draw  on,  a state  of  things 
temporary  in  character.  House  rents  and  store  rents 
are  believed  to  be  twice  or  three  times  as  high  in 
New  A'ork  as  they  are  in  Charleston;  clerk’s  wages 
arc  higher;  and  the  expenses  of  families  and  living, 
considerably  greater.  Another  charge,  which  it  is 
believed  goes  considerably  to  enhance  the  price  of 
goods,  grows  out  of  the  manner  in  which  the  mer- 
cantile business  is  done  in  New  York.  The  import- 
er there,  as  a general  rule,  docs  not  deal  directly 
with  the  country  merchant.  He  imports  in  bales 
and  packages,  which  he  docs  not  break,  but  sells  in 
bales  and  packages,  quantities  too  large  for  country 
merchants.  The  business  is  divided  also  into  al- 
most as  many  distinct  classes  of  importers,  as  there 
arc  distinct  classes  of  goods.  Assortments  in  quan- 
tities to  suit  the  dealer  or  country  merchant,  can  on- 
ly be  had  from  another  class  of  merchants,  called 
jobbers.  The  jobbers,  as  they  want  for  immediate 
retail,  buy  from  the  importers  by  the  bale  or  pack- 
age, and  breaking  them,  sell  to  the  country  dealers 
in  quantities  to  suit  their  assortments.  They  are 
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importers  I**  ell  ,o  t/  erouniry  in  rehants,  <*  is  1 1 H v1" 

lor  cash,  or  on  such  r.uos  and  terms  as  will  nut  in- 
teriors with  tile  jonbcfs,  who  arc  their  chief  depen- 
dence,  and  necessary-  to  their  business.  These  iraus- 
ao.iious,  although  tiiey  assume  many  variations  in 
the  loans  of  business,  may  be  illustrated  as  follows: 
Toe  jobber  buys  of  the  importer  and  gives  his  bank- 
able note  payable  at  six  or  eight  months,  which  can 
be  converted  at  the  banks  to  meet  the  importers’  cti- 
g-agemeats— the  jobber  takes  the  country  merchant’s 
note,  payable  usually  a short  time  before  his  note  to 
the  importer  is  due.  The  importer’s  profits  are  sel- 
dotn  as  low  as  10  per  cent.,  often  as  high  as  25,  anil 
may  safely  be  averaged  at  17.1 — the  profits  of  the 
jobber  are  estimated  at  the  same,  or  perhaps  a great- 
er per  cent.,  because  he  has  to  include  the  loss  which 
he  must  submit  to,  in  converting  the  paper  of  the 
^country  merchant  into  available  funds,  amounting 
to  abo  t 4 per  cent,  on  southern  notes,  which  occurs 
in  this  way — if  the  note  is  offered  lor  discount  at  a 
New  York  bank,  that  sum  is  taken  off  the  face  ol, the' 
note  fur  discount,  risk,  expense  of  collection  and  ex- 
change; or  if  the  southern  merchant  gives  his  note 
pay aole  in  New  York,  the  exchange  , risk  of  remit- 
tance and  agency,  will  cost  as  much,  an  I should  be 
added  to  the  cost  of  his  goods.  In  Charleston,  from 
1 to  2 per  cent,  only  is  taken  off,  according  to  the 
distance  the  makers  live  from  the  city,  hi  Charles- 
ton tile  country  merchant  deals  direc  ly  with  the 
importer,  who  combines  in  his  business  all  that  is 
done  in  aew  York,  by  both  importer  and  jobber; 
Ills  profits  may  be  said  to  avergu  from  20  to  33  per 
cent.,  g renter  than  cither  of  them  singly,  but  proba- 
bly not  greater,  if  as  great,  as  both  combined.  They 
have  two  establishments,  and  probably  each  Ins  fa- 
mily to  support,  he  only  one  But  admitting  that 
gvnjialiy  guods  may  be  purchased  lower,  notwith- 
standing, in  New  York,  yet  there  ar  other  items  of 
calculation  to  be  taken  into  the  account.*  The 
country  merchant  is  supposed  to  make  his  own  se 
lections  m person — it  will  cost  him  considerably 
more,  and  take  longer  time  both  lor  him  to  go  and 
return,  and  for  his  goods  to  be  brought  from  New 
York — the  interest  which  occurs  on  Ins  money  while 
idle — the  risks,  insurance  and  cost  of  shipping  to 
and  landing  at  Charleston,  and  commissions  on  for- 
warding to  him  when  landed  at  the  several  points 
of  stoppage  on  the  way  to  his  home,  are  no  inconsi- 
derable elements  of  price  to  enhance  the  cost  of  the 
goods. 

In  one  point  of  view  the  committee  believe  that 
New  York  possesses  an  advantage  not  adverted  to 
above — in  a wise  policy  which  burthens  her  mer- 
chants with  less  state  and  corporation  taxation  than 
some  of  the  southern  states  and  cities  impose.  The 
committee  could  not  procure  exact  information  as 
to  the  particulars — but  it  is  understood  generally 
that  the  port  expenses,  wharf  fees,  landing,  &c.  are 
considerably  less.  The  taxes  fall  upon  the  sales 
only,  are  light,  and  paid  by  the  purchaser  in  fact. 
At  ttie  south,  port  expenses  are  greater,  the  states 
impose  considerable  taxes  on  stock  in  trade,  while 
some  of  the  cities  aspiring  to  import  trade,  strangely 
discourage  it  by  collecting  a tax  on  every  dollar’s 
sale  of  merchandise  made  within  their  corporate 
limits,  a tax  both  of  the  state  and  corporations  cal- 
culated upon  returns  required  on  oath,  and  which 
a rc  in  their  nature  inquisitorial  and  repugnant  to 
the  merchant’s  feelings. 

For  the  want  of  packets  and  shipping  much  of  the 
import  trace  of  Charleston  is  made  by  her  own  mer- 
chants through  New  York;  the  goods  are  bought  by 
them  in  Europe,  shipped  in  New  York  packets  to 
New  York,  .unloaded  there,  and  re-shipped  to 
Charleston;  in  all  such  cases,  there  are  increased  ex- 
penses of  commissions,  insurance  and  freight  on  the 
voyage,  and  delay  which  is  still  more  injurious;  the 


*The  following  statement  is  made  upon  informa- 


tion furnished  by  experienced  merchants: 

IN  NEW  YOEX. 

Cast  of  goods,  duty  off,  say  - $ 100  00 

Duty  paid  by  importer,  23  50 


123  50 

Profits  of  importer,  17£  per  cent.  - - 21  til 


Sold  to  jobber  for  -----  145  11 

Profits  of  jobber  at  20  per  cept.  - - 20  02 


Sold  to  southern  merchant  for  - - 174  13 

Freight  to  Charleston,  expenses,  insurance, 

loss  on  exchange,  &c.  at  5 per  cent.  8 79 


The  cost  of  the  goods  to  merchants  landed 
in  Charleston,  - - - - $132  83 

IN  CHARLESTON., 

Cost,  duty  off,  -----  $100  00 

Add  duty  paid  by  importer,  - - 23  50 

123  50 

Profits,  including  interest. for  G months,  and 

all  charges,  at  33  per  cent.  - - 41  17 


Sold  to  country  merchantfor  - 164  67 

Saved  to  southern  merchant  by  purchase  in 
Clnrlesloti,  exclusive  of  expenses  of  tra- 
velling to  the  nor  ill,  ....  18  IS 


$132  33 


coeds  therefore  cost  the  importer  more  than  similar 
goods  direct  to  Charleston,  but  stili  arc  cheaper  than 
he  could  buy  them  in  Nc-.c  York.  Another  and  im- 
portant consideration  is  the  credit  which  can  be  had 
in  the  two  plttces.  It  lias  been  already  shown,  that 
as  a general  rule,  the  credits  given  to  the  country 
merchant  in  New  York,  will  average  from  six  to 
eight  months.  In  Charleston  duting  the  past  sea- 
son, the  credits  given  by  the  wholesale  merchants 
have  gone  from  six  to  twelve  mouths,  averaging  per- 
haps nine  or  ten  months.  The  medium  ot  payments 
is  not  less  important — payments  in  New  York  arc 
by  bank  notes  at  a discount,  or  exchange  at  a pre- 
mium. In  Charleston  the  committee  are  informed 
that  the  bank  notesof  most  of  the  southern  states  are 
taken  at  par,  constituting  a saving-  of  from  1 to  3 
per  cent. 

After  weighing  all  statements  and  arguments 
submitted  to  the  committee,  they  have  conic  decid- 
edly to  the  opinion  that  foreign  goods  tnay  be  im- 
ported into,  and  sold  at  the  southern  ports  as  cheap- 
ly and  upon  as  good  terms  as  at  the  north;  and  per- 
haps it  is  nut  going-  too  far  to  say  upon  better.  An 
extensive  inquiry  amongst  them  enables  the  com- 
mittee to  say,  that  such  is  the  opinion  generally  en- 
tert fined  by  the  best  informed  merchants.  Acting 
upon  this  opinion  during  the  late  season,  they  have 
made  importations  upon  a scale  greater  than  has 
been  done  in  twenty  years,  and  as  the  committee 
are  informed,  at  rates  that  would  allow  their  sale 
upon  terms  more  favorable  than  t lie  New  York  mar- 
ket has  afforded.  Many  instances  were  laid  before 
the  committee,  illustrating  the  operations  of  the  di- 
rect and  circuitous  importations  on  prices,  from 
which  the  committee  will  select  a few,  coming-  from 
sources  of  the  highest  respectability,  not  as  conclu- 
sive proofs  that  ail  the^trado  lias  been  of  a similar 
character,  but  as  giving  some  data  by  which  the 
truth  may  be  approximat- d.  While  it  is  conceded 
that  the  business  of  a single  season,  nor  perhaps  the 
cases  cited,  are  such  proofs  of  the  stability  of  the 
trade  or  its  general  eharacti  r,  as  may  be  considered 
conclusive,  yet,  when  they  come  in  su.  port  of  the 
general  principles  upon  which  the  rommitb  e have 
based  th>  ir  opinion,  they  cannot  fail  to  have  weight. 

One  of  the  committee,  an  experienced  merchant, 
living  more  than  100  miles  in  the  interior  of  South 
Carolina,  imported  direct  the  whole  of  a considera- 
ble stock  of  goods  for  the  last  and  present  year’s 
sales.  He  visited  New  York  afterwards,  and  exam- 
ined the  stocks  and  market  carefully;  he  states,  that 
the  same  kind  of  goods  were  as  high  or  higher  than 
his  would  cost  him,  all  expenses  included,  at  his  own 
store.  One  article  especially  was  greatly  more  so, 
to  wit,  negro  blankets — his  standing  him  at  his  store, 
in  $25  the  piece,  while  for  the  same  quality  they 
demanded  $33  in  New  York,  a price  he  could  have 
sold  lor  at  home  and  realized  32  per  cent,  profit. 

A firm  in  the  city  of  Charleston  lately  imported  a 
large  supply  of  goods  direct,  and  about  the  same 
time  had  ar.  order  filled  for  similar  goods  in  New 
York,  which,  they  state  to  the  committee,  cost  them 
full  15  per  cent,  higher  titan  those  imported  direct. 
Amongst  them  was  a case  of  cassimeres,  a match 
case  to  one  imported,  the  same  in  every  respect, and, 
costing  near  30  per  cent,  higher  than  the  imported 
rase. 

Another  firm  of  this  city,  largely  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  trade,  ha3  a partner  residing  in  New 
York,  by  whom  about  one-third  of  their  stock  is  pur- 
chased there,  the  balance  being  imported  direct, 
'['hey  inform  the  committee  that  the  goods  purcha- 
sed in  New  York  have  cost  them  front  15  to  20  per 
cent,  higher  than  similar  goods  imported  direct. 

In  regard  to  the  assortments  of  goods  now  in  the 
southern  sea  ports,  the  committee  are  ub informed, 
except  as  to  Charleston — in  which  c i t yr  the  supply 
has  been  greater  than  any  had  there  for  thirty  years 
past,  containing  excell  -nt  assortments  of  foreign 
goods.  Ol  domestics — the  assortments,  though  bet 
ter  than  heretofore,  has  not,  it  is  understood,  been 
either  as  varied  or  good  as  at  the  north.  The  great 
market  at  New  York  must  afford  more  range  of  se- 
lection at  all  times;  but  it  m y be,  questioned  whe- 
tllerit  affords  a much  greater  variety  of  goods  suited 
to  the  southern  market,  or  of  better  staple.  Most  of 
the  importing  houses,  during  the  past  sutnm  r,  had 
had  partners  in  Europe,  who  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  wants  and  tastes  of  I he  southern  people,  and 
made  their  selections  to  suit;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  trade  of  the  city  has  been  far  greater  than  was 
anticipated,  they  have  still  managed  to  keep  their 
stock  at  a respectable  rate,  and  are  now  understood 
to  have  very  good  assortments.  A st  ong  proof,  not 
only  that  the  assortments  have  suited  the  demand, 
but  that  tile  rates  have  been  better  than  could  be  ob- 
tained at  the  north,  exists  it;  the  increased  business; 
the  sales  of  this  season,  nuthwithstanding  the  epi- 
demic of  the  last  summer,  are  computed  at  25  pei 
cent,  advance  on  those  of  the  year’s  preceding. — 
Many  intelligent  and  enterprising  dealers  from" the 
interior  towns,  villages  and  country,  who  formerly 
traded  to  Nciv  York,  with  a full  knowledge  of  all 
the  tacts  necessary  to  proper  conclusions,  have  dis- 
continued trading  with  New  Y01  k,  and  made  thcii 
purchases  here;  and  others,  after  persisting  in  going 
there,  and  purchasing,  .have  returned  here,  examin- 
ed the.  stocks,  and  regretted  they  had  lost  time  ami 
m may  by  going.  Whilst  greater  activity  has  per- 
vaded this  market,  a comparative  stagnation  has  fal- 
len upon  that  part  of  New  York  which  has  hereto- 


fore par  ticipated  largely  in  our  trade.  One -firm 
.which  has  a house  both  in  Charleston  and  N.  York, 
soid  on  tht^ capital  employed  the  past  year,  lull  75 
per  cent  more  goods  in  tire  former  than  111  the  latter 
city.  These  are  gratifying  evidences  that  our  trade 
is  falling -back  into  its  ancient  channels,  and  again 
returning  to  fertilize  and  re-pcoplc  its  ancient 
homes.* 

The  last  branch  of  the  resolution  directs  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire  if  any  and  what  advantages  exist 
in  making  purchases  from  the  direct  importer  at  the 
south.  Many  have  been  pointed  out  in  the  preced- 
ing pagesof  this  report — others  have  been  more  ably 
and  emphatically  explained  in  the  report  submitted 
by  the  committee  ol  tweniy-one.  There  are  some  of 
these  which  may  beadyci  ted  to  presently — lor  the 
moment,  however,  others  not  yet  mentioned  will  be 
remarked  upon. 

It  is  certainly  good  policy  in  the  retail  merchant 
to  concentrate  Ins  dealings,  if  lie  can,  at  the  same 
market,  provided  his  supplies  can  be  gut  there  on  as 
good  terms.  It  has  already  been  snovvn  that  in 
Charleston  the  assortments  are  good,  the  supply 
ample,  the  terms  fair,  and  l lie  credits  favorable. — 
There  at  e parts  ol  the  retailer's  supplies  which  he 
can  get  no  where  so  well  as  at  the  southern  sea  ports 
— West  India  groceries  for  instance.  By  purchas- 
ing the  other  goods  necessary  lor  his  business  at  the 
same  market,  he  simplifies  his  business,  contracts  it 
to  a sing-le  point  nearer  to  him,  and  where  he  can 
avail  himself  of  more  means  to  meet  his  payments — 
all  kinds  of  country  produce  may  be  taken  by  hitn 
from  his  customers, and  made  as  available  at  the  spot 
where  lie  owes  h:s  debt  as  money  itselt. 

Another  advantage  results  from  it.  His  customers 
will  buy  more  fr,  eiy  when  his  goods  are  lresh. — 
That  merchant  does  the  best  business  whose  goods 
best  suit  the  wants  and  tastes  of  his  customers,  he 
need  buy  no  more  at  a time  than  will  meet  ready- 
sale — for,  being  near  ins  market,  he  can  in  a very 
short  time  get  inure  goods  of  a given  kind  if  needed-- 
he  tnus  makes  a smaller  capital  do  a large  business, 
and  runs  little  risk  of  sustaining  losses  by  goods 
growing  old  on  his  hands  and  going  out  of  fashion. 

The  committee  of  twenty-one  have  urged  with 
great  force  a view  in  relation  of  this  branett  of  the 
subject,  which  cannot  be  too  hig'ltly  estimated,  to 
wit: — the  accumulations  which  result  to  the  capital 
of  die  country,  bv  keeping  its  own  trade  ano  the 
profits  on  it  at  home,  increasing  the  means  ol  the  im- 
porter fur  enlarginghisiinporlations,  and  extending 
liis  credits  anti  accoinmouatiuiis.  The  official  re- 
ports from  the  treasury  give  us  some  data  011  which 
to  base  a calculation,  which  may  not  be  without  its 
use.  In  1834,  ’5,  ’6,  ’7,  ’a,  five  years,  the  exports  to 
foreign  countries,  of  domestic  produce,  from  Charles- 
ton, was  by  Custom  House  valuation,  .# 58,000,006, 
titrowing  off  fractions.  To  this  must  be  added  lor 
what  was  sent  coastwise,  perhaps  25  per  cent,  or 
$ 14,500",0(10,  making  in  all  of  domestic  produce 
$75,000,000,  or  an  average  of  $ 14,500  000,  by  Cus- 
tom House  valuation.  If  the  moderate  rate  ot  10  per 
cent,  be  added,  as  their  value  in. foreign  or  northern 
markets  where  they  are  sold,  it  will  make  an  aver- 
age annual  amount  of  near  $16,000,000,  which 
should  have  returned  lo  Charleston  in  the  shape  of 
goods  and  other  supplies  for  the  consumption  of  the 
country  whi- h furnished  the  exports,  if  from  this 
amount  two-filihs  be  taken  for  articles  of  domestic 
growth  and  manufacture,  which  we  have  received  in 
exchange,  there  will  remain  upward  of  $9,000,000 
worth  of  g-oocls  Consumed  through  Charleston,  the 
importer’s  profits  on  which  will  not  be  less  than  25 
per  cent,  or  two  and  a half  millions  annually  Ii  its 
commerce  were  to  remain  stationary,  and  not  in- 
crease for  ten  years  to  come,  and  we  take  this  sum 
as  the  measure  of  profit,  ami  acmitthatouly  one  half 
of  it  or  one  and  a quarter  millions  of  dollars  would 
be  annually  added  to  the  importing  capital,  without 
calculating-  any  profits  on  this  -addition,  twelve  and 
a half  millions  would  in  that  period  be  added -to  the 
permanent  resources  of  this  most  important  elhss  of 
our  citizens.  It  the  same  principles  of  calculation  are 
extended  to  the  whole  southern  country,  the  benefits 

* In  one  of  the  best  New  York  commerciaLpn.pers, 
the  Herald  of  the  4th  May,  inst.,  since  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  convention,  is  the  following  paragraph 
of  its  commercial  report.  The  confirmation  it  gives 
to  this  statement  is  perfect,  as  ir  estimates  the  falling 
tiff  ol  southern  trade  at  75  per  cent.  The  insinuation 
that  it  is  for  want  of  credit  to  the  southern  mer- 
chants, is  undeserved,  and  will  no  doubt  be  duly  ap- 
preciated by  them. 

“The  southern  trade  ma}'  now  be  said  to  be  over 
for. the  spring.  It  has  been  exceedingly  ligdlt,  pro- 
bably not  more  than  one-fourth  the  arm  nut  from  the 
same  sections  during  the  spring  of  lb36.  This  is 
particularly  true  of  the  hardware  business,  which 
trade  lias,  however,  received  a great  accession  from 
other  quarters,  and  the  aggregate  sales  in  this  tine 
will  reach  without  doubt,  50  per  cent,  more  than  last 
spring.  In  consequence  of  the  difficulties  with  the 
southern  banks  and  the  continued  high  rate  of  ex- 
change, many  orders  have  not  bqen  expected  from 
that  quarter;  goods  are  therefore  scarce,  a fact  which 
leads  us  to  anticipate  a large  fall  trade  from  all  quar- 
ters. Southern  merchants  are  beginning  ti  discover 
that  prompt  payments  are,  on  the  whole,  tile  best 
policy.  Ttie  question  is  now  no  longer  with  our 
merchants,  is  a man  rich?  but  is  he  prompt?” 
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grow  luuu  -uscly  upon  liic  mind,  pivfi^-ui-uig-ac;u'>-er 
ol  prusn.  city  which  will  add  vast  power  and  influ- 
ence lo  tile  south,  an  1 gave  new  guarantees  fir  the. 
stability  of  her  institutions.  The  safety  of  invest- 
ments and  the  certain  profits  in  our  trade  will  offer, 
when  known,  inducements  to  the  superabundant  ca- 
pital of  other  sections  and  even  of  Europe  itself,  to 
seek  a location  amongst  us  in  new  mercantile  tri-ms, 
in  partnerships  or  agencies  of  foreign  houses  or  loans 
to  our  own  merchants  If  a part  only  of  these  antici 
patiunsbe  realized, advances  will  probably  take  place 
in  the  wealth,  developments  in  the  resources,  and 
an  invigorating  influence  be  produced  on  the  arts, 
the  industry,  cnirrprizc  of  the  country,  in  all  the  be- 
nefits ol  which,  no  class  will  participate  more  large- 
ly than  the  country  merchants.  In  the  improved 
condition  of  their  customers,  new  wants  will  spring 
up  and  a greater  demand  for  goods  arise,  at  thesame 
time  that  a better  market  will  be  created  at  home,  to 
buy  from  them  whatever  of  the  staples  or  produce  of 
the  country  they  may  have  to  sell,  and  larger  stocks 
and  wider  ranges  of  goods  will  be  offered  fir  the  se- 
lection of  their  assortments,  at  prices  and  credits 
more  favorable,  as  capital  and  competition  increases. 

F.  H.  ELMORli,  Chairman. 


BATTLE  OF  KING’S  MOUNTAIN. 

Interesting  revolutionary  document. 

We  have  never  seen  the  lollowing  document  in 
print  which  vve  now  publish  from  the  original 
manuscript,  in  the  possession  of  a gentleman  of 
this  town.  It  gives  an  account  of  a brilliant  alfair 
in  our  revolution,  drawn  up  at  the  time  by  the  ehiei 
aciors  in  it,  and  expressed  in  the  plain  sitong  style 
tnat  belonged  to  the  petiod.  This,  with  very  many 
other  battles  in  the  south,  has  never  attracted  the 
applause,  or  attained  the  historical  notoriety  which 
have  attended  the  revolutionary  incidents  of  simi- 
lar magnitude  in  other  quarters;  and,  indeed,  so 
much  more  has  been  written  concerning  the  revo- 
lutionary incidents  of  the  north,  and  so  much  more  I 
been  done  by  the  people  and  the  states  in  that  sec- 
tion to  commemorate  and  signalize  them,  that  the 
present  generation  in  the  neighborhood  ol  Cow-pens 
ami  King’s  Mountain  know  more  about  Bunker’s 
Hill  and  Lexington,  and  more  of  Starke  and  Put- 
nam, than  ol  Pickens  and  Campbell. 

“ No  monument,  inscription-stone; 

Their  race,  their  deeds,  their  names,  almost  unknown!” 
We  have  always  thought  that  those  battle  fields 
in  our  state  which  were  illustrated  by  the  gallantry 
and  devotion  ol  our  ancestors  should  be  marked  by 
permanent  mementos,  at  the  cost  ot  the  state — eve- 
ry one.  Irons  Fort  Moultrie  to  King’s  Mountain. 
And  he  who  would  carry  such  a measure  through 
the  legislature  would  Uimselt  deserve  a monument. 

[ Columbia  Telescope. 

J1  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  western  army, 
from  the  25 ill  day  September,  1780,  to  the  reduction 
of  major  Ferguson  and  the  unity  under  his  com- 
mand. 

“On  receiving  intelligence  < hat  major  Ferguson 
had  advanced  up  as  high  as  Gilbert  Town,  in  Ru- 
therford county,  and  threatened  to  cross  the  moun- 
tains to  the  western  waters,  colonel  William  Camp-  t 
bell,  with  four  hundred  men,  from  Washington 
county,  Virginia;  colonel  Isaac  Shelby,  with  two 
hundred  and  forty  men,  from  Sullivan  county, 
North  Carolina;  and  lieutenant  colonel  John  Se- 
vier, with  two  hundred  and  forty  men,  from  Wash- 
ington county,  North  Carolina,  assembled  at  Wa- 
tauga on  the  25th  day  of  September,  where  t hey 
were  joined  by  colonel  Charles  McDowell,  with 
one  hundred  and  sixty  men,  from  the  counties  of 
Burke  and  Rutherford,  who  had  fled  before  the 
enemy  to  the  western  waters.  We  began  out- 
march on  tile  26tb,  and  on  the  30th  we  were  joined 
by  colonel  Cleveland,  on  the  Catawba  river,  with 
three  hundred  and  fitty  men  from  the  counties  of 
Wilkes  and  Surry.  No  one  officer  having  proper- 
ly a tight  lo  the  command  in  chief,  on  the  first  of 
October  we  despatched  an  express  to  major  gene- 
ral Gates,  informing  him  of  our  sitifation.  and  re- 
quested him  to  send  a general  officer  to  take  the 
command  of  the  whole.  In  the  mean  time,  colonel 
Campbell,  was  chosen  lo  act  as  commandant  till 
such  general  officer  should  arrive.  We  marched  lo 
the  Cowpens,  on  Broad  river,  in  South  Carolina.' 
when-  we  were  joined  by  colonel  James  Williams, 
with  four  hundred  men,  on  the  evening  of  the  6th 
October,  who  informed  us  that  the  enemy  lay  en 
camped  somewhere  near  the  Cherokee  ford  of 
Broad  river,  about  thirty  miles  distant  from  ns. 
By  a council  of  the  principal  otficers,  it  was  then 
thought  advisable  to  pursue  the  enemy  that  night, 
with  nine  hundred  ol  the  best  horsemen,  and  leavi 
the  weak  hoise  and  loot  men  to  follow  as  fast  a- 
possibie.  We  began  our  march  with  000  of  th< 
best  men,  about  eight  o’clock  the  same  evening 
and,  marching  all  night,  came  up  with  the  prietnv 
about  three  o’clock,  P.  M.  on  the  7th,  who  lay  en- 


camped on  the.  top  ot  King’s  Mountain,  twelve 
miles  noill)  of  the  Cherokee  ford,  in  the  confidence 
that  they  could  not  he  forced  from  so  advantageous 
a post.  Previous  to  the  attack,  on  out-  match,  the 
following  disposition  was  made;  colonel  Shelby’s 
regiment  formed  a column  in  the  centre,  on  the  left; 
colonel  Campbell’s  regiment  another,  on  the  right; 
part  of  colonel  Cleveland’s  regiment,  headed  in 
front  by  major  Winston  and  coiouel  Sevier's  regi- 
ment, formed  a large  column  on  the  right  w ing;  the 
other  part  of  colonel  Cleveland’s  regiment,  headed 
by  colonel  Cleveland  himself,  ami  colonel  Williams’ 
regiment,  composed  the  left  wing.  In  this  order 
we  advanced,  and  got  within  a quarter  of  a mile  of 
the  enemy  before  w;e  were  discovert  d.  Colonel 
Shelby’s  and  colonel  Campbell’s  regiments  began 
the  attack,  and  kept  up  a fire  on  the  enemy,  while 
the  right  and  left  wings  were  advancing  forward  to 
surround  them,  which  was  done  in  about  five  mi- 
nutes, and  the  fire  became  general  all  around.  The 
engagement  lasted  an  hour  and  five  minutes,  the 
greater  part  of  which  time  a heavy  and  incessant 
fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides.  Our  men,  in  some 
parts,  where  the  regulars  fought,  were  obliged  to 
give  way  a small  distance  two  or  three  times,  but 
rallied  and  returned  with  additional  ardor  to  the 
attack.  The  troops  upon  the  right  having  gained 
the  summit  of  the  eminence,  obliged  the  enemy  to 
retreat  along  the  top  of  the  ridge  to  where  colonel 
Cleveland  commanded,  and  were  there  stopped  by 
his  brave  men;  a flag  was  immediately  hoisted  by- 
captain  Depoistnre,  then  commanding  officer,  (ma- 
jor Ferguson  having  been  killed  a little  before ),  lor 
a surrender.  Our  fire  immediately  ceased,  and  t liv- 
en e my  laid  down  their  arms,  the  gteafer  part  of 
them  charged,  and  surrendered  themselves  prison- 
ers to  us  at  discretion. 

“It  appears  from  their  own  provision  returns  for 
i that  day,  found  in  their  camp,  that  their  whole 
force  consisted  of  eleven  hundred  ami  twenty- five 
men,  out  of  which  they  sustained  the  following 
loss:  Of  the  regulars,  one  major,  one  captain,  two 
sergeants  and  fifteen  privates  killed;  thirty- five 
privates  wounded,  lelt  on  the  ground,  not  able  to 
march;  two  captains,  four  lieutenants,  three  en- 
signs, one  surgeon,  five  sergeants,  three  corporals, 
one  drummer  and  forty-nine  privates,  taken  prison- 
ers. Loss  of  the  tories:  two  colonels,  three  cap- 
tainsand  two  hundred  and  one  privates,  killed;  one 
major  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  privates 
wounded  and  left  on  the  ground,  notable  *o  march; 
one  colonel,  twelve  captains,  eleven  lieutenants, 
two  ensigns,  one  quartermaster,  one  adjutant,  two 
commissaries,  eighteen  sergeants  and  six  hundred 
privates,  taken  prisoners.  Total  loss  of  the  enemy, 
one  thousand  one  hundred  and  five  men,  at  King’s 
Mountain. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  camp. 

WM  CAMPBELL. 

ISAAC  SHELBY. 

BENJ  CLEVELAND.” 


BROUGHAM’S  PORTRAIT  OF  FRANKLIN. 

The  following  admirable  sketch  of  the  American 
t philosopher  is  from  a new  work  by  lord  Biough- 
ain,  recently  published  in  London,  entitled' — 
“Statesmen  in  the  time  of  Geoege  lit.”  It 
has  not  yet  been  published  in  this  country: 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  men  certainly  of  our 
times  as  a politician,  or  of  any  age  as  a philosopher 
was  Franklin;  who  also  stands  alone  in  combining 
together  these  two  characters,  the  greatest  that  man 
can  sustain,  and  in  this,  that  having  borne  the  first 
part  in  enlarging  science  by  one  of  the  greatest 
discoveries  ever  made,  lit-  bore  the  second  part  in 
founding  one  of  the  greatest  empires  in  file  world 

In  this  truly  grpat  man  every  thing  seems  to  con- 
cur that  goes  towards  the  constitution  of  exalted 
merit.  First  he  was  the  architect  of  his  own  for- 
tune. Born  in  the  humblest  station,  he  raised  him- 
st-ll  by  his  talents  and  his  industry,  first  to  the  place 
in  society  which  tnay  be  attained  with  the  help  only 
of  ordinary  abilities,  great  application,  and  good 
luck;  but  next  to  the  loftier  heights  which  a daring 
and  happy  genius  alone  can  scale;  and  the  poor 
printer’s  boy  who  at  one  period  of  his  life  had  no 
covering  to  sin- Iter  his  head  from  the  dews  of  night, 
rent  in  twain  the  proud  dominion  of  England,  and 
lived  to  be  the  ambassador  of  a commonwealth 
which  be  had  formed,  at  the  court  of  the  haughty 
monarch  of  France  who  had  been  his  allies. 

Then,  he  had  been  tried  by  prosperity  as  well  as 
adverse  fortune,  and  had  passed  unhurt  through 
Ihe  perils  of  both.  No  ordinary  apprentice,  no 
commonplace  journeyman,  ever  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  his  independence  in  habits  of  industry  and 
temperance  more  deep  than  lie  did,  whose  genius 
v.as  afterwards  to  rank  him  with  the  Grliloes  and 
’he  Newtons  of  the  old  world.  No  patrician  born 
to  shine  in  court,  or  assist  at  the  councils  of  mon- 
urehs,  ever  bore  his  honors  in  a lofty  station  more 


a - ily.  or  was  ! st  spoilt  by  tin-  • e>VM<  o'.  ig  -m 
than  Hits  common  wc-ikmsn  uni  when  iiegot-iatin-*- 
with  royal  representatives,  or  Carresscd  by  all  llm 
. beauty  and  lu'shiou  of  the  most  brilliant  court  in 
Europe. 

Again  he  was  self-taught  in  all  be  knew.  His 
hours  ol  study  were  stolert  from  those  of  sleep  and 
of  meals,  or  gained  by  some  ingenious  contrivance 
lor  reading  while  the  work  of  his  dally  calling  went 
on.  Assisted  by  none  ol  the  helps  which  affluence 
tenders  to  Ihe  studies  of  the  rich,  he  had  lo  supply 
the  place  of  tutors  by  redoubled  diligence,  and  of 
commentaries,  by  repealed  perusal.  Nay,  Ihe  pos- 
ses-ion  of  books  was  to  he  obtained  by  copying 
what  the  art  which  he  himself  exercised,  furnished 
easily  to  others. 

Next,  the  circumstances  tinder  which  others  suc- 
cumb he  made  to  yield,  and  bent  to  his  ow  n pur- 
poses— a successful  leader  of  a revolt  that  ended  in 
complete  triumph  after  appearing  desperate  for 
years;  a great  discoverer  in  philosophy  without  the 
ordinary  helps  to  knowledge;  a writer  (atm  d for 
hi.i  chaste  style  without  a classical  education;  a 
skilful  negocialor,  though  never  bred  to  politics; 
ending  as  a favorile,  nay,  a pattern  of  fashion, 
when  the  guest  of  frivolous  courts,  the  life  which 
he  had  bpgun  in  garrets  and  in  work-shops. 

Lastly,  combinations  of'  faculties,  in  ollters  deem- 
ed impossible,  appeared  easy  and  natural  in  him. 
The  philosopher,  delighting  in  speculation,  was 
also  eminently  a man  of  action.  Ingenious  reason- 
ing. refined  and  subtle  consultation,  were  in  him 
combined  with  prompt  resolution,  and  inflexible 
firmness  of  purpose.  To  a lively  fancy,  he  join- 
ed a learned  and  deep  reflection;  his  original  and 
inventive  genius  stooped  to  the  convenient  alliance 
of  the  most  ordinary  prudence  in  every  day  aiiniis; 
the  mind  that  soared  above  the  clouds,  and  was 
conversant  with  the  loftiest  of  human  contempla- 
tions, disdained  not  to  make  proverbs  and  feign  pa- 
rables (or  the  guidance  of  apprenticed  youths 
and  servile  maidens;  and  the  hands  that  sketched  a 
free  constitution  for  a whole  continent,  or  drew 
down  the  lightning  from  heaven,  easily  and  cheer- 
fully lent  themselves  to  simplify  the  apparatus  by 
which  truths  were  to  be  i 1 1 us  I rated , or  discoveries 
pursued. 

His  discoveries  were  made  with  hardly  any  ap- 
paratus at  all;  and  if,  at  any  time  lie  had  been  led 
to  employ  instruments  of  a some  what  less  ordinary 
description,  he  never  rested  satisfied  until  he  had, 
as  it  were,  afterwards  translated  the  process,  by  re- 
solving the  problem  with  sue!)  simple  machinery, 
that  you  might  say  he  hud  done  wholly  tin  titled  by 
apparatus.  The  experiments  by  w liich  the  identify 
of  lightning  and  electricity  was  demonstrated, 
were  made  with  a sheet  of  brown  paper,  a bit  of 
twine,  a silk  thread,  and  an  iron  key. 

Upon  the  integrity  of  this  man,  whether  in  pub- 
lic or  private  life,  there  rests  no  stain.  Strictly 
honest,  and  even  scrupulously  punctual  in  all  his 
dealings,  he  preserved  in  the  highest  fortune  that 
regularity  which  he  had  practised  as  well  as  incul- 
cated in  the  lowest. 

In  domestic  life  he  was  faultless,  and  in  the  in- 
tercourse of  society,  delightful.  There  was  a con- 
stant good  humour  and  a playful  wit,  easy  and  of 
high  relish,  without  any  ambition  to  shine,  the  na- 
tural fruit  of  his  lively  fancy,  his  solid,  nalural 
good  sense,  and  his  cheerful  temper,  that  gave  his 
conversation  an  unspeakable  charm,  and  alike  suit- 
ed evety  circle,  from  the  humblest  to  the  most  ele- 
vated. 

With  all  his  strong  opinions,  so  often  solemn- 
ly declared,  so  itnpefishably  recorded  in  his  deeds, 
lie  retained  a tolerance  lor  those  v.  ho  di  lie  red 
with  him  which  could  r-ot  be  surpassed  in  men 
whose  principles  hang  so  loosely  about  them  as  to 
be  tak"n  tip  for  a convenient  cloak,  and  laid  down 
when  found  to  impede  their  progress.  In  his  fami- 
ly he  was  every  thing  that  worth,  vs  arm  affections, 
and  sound  prudence  could  contribute,  to  make  a 
man  bulb  useful  ami  amiable,  respected  and  belov- 
ed. In  religion  he  would  be  reckoned  by  many  a 
latitudinarian;  yet  it  is  certain  that  bis  mind  was 
imbued  with  a deep  sense  of  the  divine  perfections, 
a constant  impression  of  our  accountable  nature, 
aud  a lively  hope  ol  future  enjoyment.  According- 
ly, his  death-bed,  the  test  of  both  faith  and  works, 
wms  easy  ami  placid,  resigned  and  devout,  and  in- 
dicated at  once  an  unflinching  retrospect  of  the 
past,  and  a comfortable  assurance  of  the  future. 

If  vve  turn  from  the  truly  great  man  whom  we 
have  been  comtemplating.  to  his  celebrated  con- 
temporary in  the  old  world,  (Frederick  (he  great), 
who  only  affected  the  philosophy  that  Franklin 
possessed,  and  employed  his  talents  for  civil  and 
military  affairs,  in  extinguishing  that  independence 
which  Franklin’s  life  was  consecrated  lo  establish, 
the  contrast  is  marvellous  indeed,  between  tins 
monarch  and  the  printer. 
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Arctic  land  expedition.  Letters  have  been  received 
rom  Messrs.  Dease  and  Simpson  dated  at.  Fort  Confi- 
dence, Great  Bear  Lake,  Sept.  16,  183d,  giving  a nar- 
rative of  the  unsuccessful  attempt  to  explore  the  resi- 
due of  the  eastern  part  of  the  coast  of  the  Arctic  sea. 
The  season  was  cold  and  extremely  unfavorable,  and 
they  were  able  to  advance  with  their  boats  only  to  a 
point  three  miles  from  the  site  of  Franklin’s  farthest 
encampment  in  1821.  Mr.  Simpson,  with  a part  of  the 
company,  advanced,  on  foot,  100  miles  farther,  to  lat. 
68,  43,  33,  long.  106,  3.  They  propose  to  renew  the  at- 
tempt the  present  season,  in  hopes  of  finding  a more 
open  sea.  [Boston  Patriot. 

Died.  At  Port-au-Prince,  Hayti,  in  February  last, 
Prince  Saunders,  esq.  attorney  general  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Hayti.  Mr.  Saunders  was  one  of  the  best  edu- 
cated colored  men  ever  reared  in  this  country.  He 
was  born  in  Thetford,  Vermont,  where  he  received  a 
good  English  education. — About  the  year  1806,  he  was 
employed  to  teach  the  free  colored  school  of  Golches- 
ter,  Conn,  and  subsequently,  it  is  believed,  gradu- 
ated at  Dartmouth  college,  after  which  he  taught  in 
Boston.  From  Boston  he  went  to  Hayti,  where  he 
was  employed  by  Christopher,  “the  first  crowned  mon- 
arch of  the  new  world,”  as  his  agent  to  improve  the 
state  of  education  in  his  dominions,  and  was  sent  to 
Europe  to  procure  means  of  instruction.  In  England 
he  was  treated  as  minister  plenipotentiary,  and  his 
cognomen  being  mistaken  for  his  title,  he  was  conver- 
sant with  the  nobility,  and  admitted  to  the  society  of 
the  king,  and  quite  at  home  at  the  house  of  sir  Joseph 
Banks,  then  president  of  the  royal  society. 

From  some  cause  or  other,  his  conduct  in  Europe 
did  not  please  his  royal  master,  and  on  his  return  home 
he  was  dismissed  from  this  employment.  After  re- 
maining a short  time  in  Hayti  he  returned  to  this 
country,  studied  divinity  and  at  one  time  officiated  in  a 
church  in  Philedelphia. 

How  long  he  remained  here  the  writer  knows  not, 
but  he  removed  hence  to  Hayti  again,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  the  attorney  general  of  the  govern- 
ment. As  he  was  an  extraordinary  man,  it  is  hoped 
this  notice  of  his  death  rrjay  be  the  means  of  calling 
forth  farther  particulars  respecting  him. 

N.  Y.  Commercial. 

Deaths  in  New  York  for  the  week  ending  on  the  9 tli  inst. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  during  the  past 
week  was  114 — fourteen  more  than  the  week  previous. 
70  were  men  and  boys;  21  were  women  and  23  girls. 
There  were  26  under  1 year  of  age,  and  but  1 between 
60  and  100;  eighty-three  were  born  in  the  United  States 
and  14  in  Ireland.  Ten  of  the  114  were  coloured  per- 
sons. 

Interesting  scene  on  the  4 Ih  of  July.  The  New  York 
Express  says  the  teachers  of  the  various  Sunday  schools 
have  entered  into  an  arrangement  to  have  the  children 
celebrate  the  day  on  Staten  Island  in  a manner  wor- 
thy of  the  occasion.  At  least  twenty  thousand  will 
embark  in  steam  and  tow  boats,  land  on  the  island,  and 
in  a grove  selected  for  the  occasion,  spend  the  day  in  a 
rational  and  happy  manner.  Provisions  will  be  fur- 
nished, and  every  arrangement  made  for  their  safety 
and  enjoyment.  This  is  a noble  plan,  and  one  that 
will  give  general  satisfaction. 


The  legislature  of  Ohio  have  authorised  the  follow- 
ing loans  to  be  made  during  the  present  year,  to  carry 
on  the  internal  improvement  system  of  the  state: 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  $700, 00C 

Muskingum  improvement,  439,00(1 

Hocking  canal,  300, OOC 

Walhonding  canal,  150,0011 

Western  reserve  and  Maumee  road,  100,000 

Warren  county  canal  company,  60,000 

Zanesville  work,  50,000 


In  all,  to  be  borrowed  this3’car,  $1,790,000 

These  loans  are  to  be  paid  in  1860,  and  are  not  to 
bear  a rate  of  interest  exceeding  six  per  centum. 

Mr.  Wm.  C.  Keen,  late  postmaster  at  Printer’s  Re- 
treat, (la.)  has  been  sentenced  by  the  U.  S.  district 
court,  to  ten  years’  penitentiary  confinement,  for  pur- 
loining money  from  the  mail. — an  unsuccessful  effort 
was  made  by  his  counsel  to  procure  a new  trial. 


Crops  in  Mississippi.  The  Vicksburg  Whig  of  the 
23 J,  states  that  the  accounts  from  all  parts  of  tTie  state 
are  most  cheering.  The  cotton  looks  well,  and  if  the 
weather  should  continue  favorable,  Mississippi  will  raise 
a better  crop  than  she  has  produced  for  years.  The 
corn  is  likewise  said  to  be  in  a flourishing  condition. 
Mississippi  sorely  needs  abundant  harvests.  It  is  by 
the  staple  products  of  her  soil  alone  that  she  can  expect 
ever  to  extricate  herself  from  her  difficulties. 


Indian  murders.  A letter  from  the  Indian  superin- 
tendent of  the  western  territory,  dated  at  the  Choctaw 
agency,  on  the  14th  ult.  states,  that  two  men  named 
Crump  and  Backus,  had  just  been  murdered  in  that 
vicinity  by  the  Indians. 

Flour.  It  is  estimated  that  the  amount  of  flour  ship- 
ped at  Detroit  this  season,  has  been  100,000  barrels, 
and  from  Toledo.  35,000 — making  the  value  of  the  ex- 
port ot  this  article  from  the  eastern  side  of  the  penin- 
8ula,  about  $1,000,000.  The  amount  conveyed  through 
various  channels  to  lake  Michigan,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  70,000  bbls.  worth  $5,000,000.  The  Detroit  Free 
Press  thinks  that  the  surplus  of  the  last  year’s  harvest 
may  be  valued  at  $2,000,000, 


A sheriff  run  away  with.  On  the  23d  ult.  Mr.  Bro- 
therton,  the  sheriff  of  St.  Louis,  attached  the  steamboat 
gen.  Brady.  On  the  night  of  the  24th,  the  deputy  she- 
riff, Mr.  Lacey,  slept  on  board.  About  4 o’clock  in  the 
morning,  discovering  that  the  boat  was  raising  steam, 
he  rushed  to  the  pilot  house  and  took  possession  of  the 
wheel,  but  the  pilot  and  hands  overpowered  him  and 
put  off  with  the  boat,  deputy  sheriff  and  all,  for  New 
Orleans.  A considerable  distance  below,  Mr.  Lacy 
was  put  on  shore.  On  the  23d  ult.  the  sheriffMr.  Bro- 
therton,  left  St.  Louis  in  pursuit  of  the  boat. 

Of  course  there  will  be  a criminal  prosecution  against 
the  officers  of  the  boat. 

Imports  of  Mobile.  The  following  statement  has  been 
furnished  to  the  editor  of  the  Register  by  the  collector  of 
Mobile,  and  will  show  the  state  of  the  foreign  import 
trade  for  the  gloomy  year  of  1838. 

Statement,  showing  the  quantity  or  value  of  some  of 
the  leading  articles  of  imports  into  this  port  during  the 
year  1838: — 

Coffee,  (free) 

Raisins,  (free) 

Earthen  and  China  ware, 

Segars, 


Salt, 

Brown  sugar, 

White  sugar, 

Coal, 

Readymade  clothing, 
Sweetmeats, 

Brandy, 

Wines  of  all  sorts, 
Porter, 

Cotton  goods, 


1,966,718  pounds, 
109,475 

21,436  dollars. 
3,099500  M. 

292,313  bushels 
123,287  pounds 
26,358 

17,104  bushels 
912  dollars 
2,167 

9,981  gallons 
22,179 
3,293 

5,439  sqr.  yards, 
Jno.  B.  Hogan,  collector. 

Custom  house,  Mobile,  May  28,  1839. 

Thomas  J.  Sutherland,  ex-general  in  the  Canadian 
patriot  service,  has  been  set  at  liberty  by  order  of  sir 
George  Arthur.  The  Ogdensburg  Times  announces 
his  arrival  at  that  place.  It  is  said  that  sir  John  Col- 
borne  refused  to  keep  him  in  custody  any  longer. 

Lynchers  punished — A good  example. — In  Ya'zoo, 
Miss,  some  time  ago,  a Mr.  Harris,  for  some  real  or 
supposed  offence,  was  severely  lynched  by  H.  W. 
Dunn.  C.  W.  Bain,  and  others.  He  prosecuted  those 
two  individuals  for  the  outrage,  and  the  case  was 
tried  at  the  late  session  of  the  circuit  court  of  Yazoo 
county.  The  jury  returned  a verdict  for  the  plaintiff' 
of  $20,000.  v 

Luxurious  travelling.  On  the  great  southern  rail 
road  from  Fredericksburg  to  Halifax,  cars  have  been 
constructed  with  state  rooms,  berths,  and  all  the  ne- 
cessary accommodations  for  lodging,  “for  'single  per- 
sons and  families.”  They  are  also  furnished  with 
rocking  chairs — only  that  the  chairs  are  made  fast,  so 
that  the  facility  of  rocking  cannot  be  exercised. 

A lesson  from  a horse.  A large  number  of  citizens 
of  New^  Orleans,  on  the  31st  ult.  received  edification 
from  a horse  in  this  wise:  a stray  young  one  was  dab- 
bling in  the  mud  in  Chartres  street,  and  a horse  let 
ioose  to  drink,  which  came  capering  by,  actually  lifted 
the  child  from  the  gutter  in  its  teeth,  and  placed  it  on 
the  sidewalk.  Hundreds  witnessed  the  circumstance 
with  surprise. 

New  Hampshire  legislature.  We  learn  from  a slip 
from  the  office  of  the  N.  H.  Statesman,  that  the  legis- 
lature organized  on  Wednesday,  the  12th  inst.  The 
senate  made  choice  of  James  M’K.  Wilkins,  for  pre- 
sident— Asa  Fowler,  clerk — Peter  Sanborn,  assistant 
clerk,  and  Wm.  Fisk,  doorkeeper. 

In  the  house,  the  whole  number  of  votes  for  speaker, 
was  234.  Moses  Norris,  Jr.  recieved  150,  and  was 
elected.  Thomas  M.  Edwards  had  78 — and  there 
were  5 scattering.  [ Boston  Merc.  Journal. 

Connecticut.  At  a meeting  of  the  whig  members  of 
the  general  assembly  of  Connecticut,  previous  to  their 
adjournment,  a series  of  resolutions  were  adopted, 
from  which  we  extract  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  confidence  we  have  ever  felt  in 
the  integrity,  patriotism  and  talents  of  Henry  Clay,  is 
confirmed  and  strengthened  by  the  daily  history  of  his 
public  life,  as  well  as  by  the  constant  and  increasing 
attachment  of  his  fellow  citizens  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Resolved,  That  of  all  the  candidates  proposed  for 
the  presidency  of  the  United  States,  we  prefer  Henry 
Clay.  But  as  we  regard  principles  more  than  men,  and 
our  country  more  than  our  party,  we  will  cheerfully 
unite  in  the  support  of  the  candidate  who  shall  be 
nominated  by  our  political  friends  in  national  conven- 
tion. 

It  is  contemplated  at  Savannah,  (Ga)  to  build  a 
bridge  over  the  Savannah  river  at  that  place.  The 
object  of  the  improvement  is  to  secure  a larger  amount 
of  the  trade  between  the  western  states  and  the  south- 
ern ports  of  the  Atlantic. 

Parly  fruit.  The  editor  of  the  Macon  (Georgia)  Post 
was  shown  on  the  3d  inst.  a large  ripe  peach,  from  the 
plantation  of  a gentleman  near  the  city. 

Hot  corn.  On  the  22d  ult.  at  Grand  Gulf,  on  the 
Mississippi  they  were  already  feasting  upon  early  ripe 
corn,  of  this  season’s  growth. 

A cat  tamer.  A western  paper,  styles  Mr.  Fitzge- 
rald, who  in  his  capacity  of  bank  commissioner  has 
displayed  such  commendable  activity  in  exposing  the 
iniquitous  operations  of  wild  cat  banks,  “the  Van  Am- 
burgh  of  Michigan,’’ 


The  Globe  contains  an  official  statement  denying 
that  lieutenant  E.  W.  Moore  and  fifty  American  mid- 
shipmen hart  entered  the  service  of  the  Texian  re- 
public. The  denial  is  contained  in  a letter  of  Mr. 
Moore,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  of  the  secretary  of  the 
navy.  The  original  false  statement  was  promulgated 
through  a New  York  newspaper., 

Death  of  Wm.  Brooks.  William  Brooks,  a native 
Flathead  Indian,  aged  about  twenty  years,  died  in  New 
York  a short  time  ago.  The  deceased  came  to  this  city 
about  two  months  since,  \vith  the  rev.  Jascn  Lee,  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  missionary  to  the  Flathead  tribe 
of  the  Oregon  territory.  He  had  travelled  through  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  eastern  states,  he  was  a 
very  estimable  youth,  and  gave  great  promise  of  future 
usefulness,  particularly  to  the  natives  of  the  Oregon 
country,  to  which  he  was  about  returning  with  Mr. 
Lee  and  the  reinforcement  of  missionaries  soon  to 
sail  for  that  territory.  [Portland  Courier. 

A letter  from  Livermore,  in  Oxford  county,  Maine, 
published  in  the  Boston  Atlas,  states  that  col.  An- 
drews, of  that  county,  has  absconded  with  county 
funds  to  the  amount  of  $4,000.  He  was  treasurer  of 
the  town  where  he  lived. 

American  silk.  The  Lancaster  (Pa.)  Union,  of  this 
week,  notices  a number  of  beautiful  pocket  handker- 
chiefs, made  of  Lancaster  county  silk,  and  reeled  and 
spun  by  the  Messrs.  Carson,  of  that  city.  The  editor  is 
quite  confident  that  he  “never  saw  a better  article  of  the 
kind.”  The  handkerchiefs  were  woven  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  are  said  to  be  twice  as  heavy  as  imported 
ones  of  similar  size,  with  all  the  softness  which  cha- 
racterizes the  fabric.  Some  samples  of  sewing  silk 
from  the  same  establishment  had  also  been  submitted 
to  a competent  judge,  and  were  found  to  be  unsur- 
passed for  evenness,  strengtlrand  color.  The  Messrs. 
Carson,  it  is  said,  have  an  extensive  cocoonery  in  ope- 
ration, and  feed  a great  number  of  silk  worms.  One 
leaf  of  the  multicaulis  grown  by  them  this  summer, 
measures  15  3-8  inches  across. 

The  life  boat.  The  packet  ship  Memphis  was 
launched  on  Saturday  afternoon,  from  the  ship  yard  of 
Messrs.  Smith,  Demon  & Comstock.  We  have  seen 
one  of  Francis’s  life  boats,  built  for  this  ship,  which 
will  support  from  two  to  three  hundred  persons.  We 
think  that  every  ship  going  to  sea  with  passengers 
should  have  one  of  these  extraordinary  boats.  They 
are  certainly  as  safe  as  the  ordinary  boats,  and  are  be- 
lieved, by  competent  judges,  to  he  what  they  profess 
to  be,  life  preservers.  We  are  told  that  captain  Ged- 
ney,  of  the  United  States  navy,  was  at  Stryker’s  bay 
last  week,  and  made  a number  of  experiment — fully 
satisfying  himself  of  the  utility  of  the  boats  for  the 
purpose  which  they  are  designed  to  effect.  Captain 
Gedney  anchored  the  Washington  in  Stryker’s  bay, 
being  the  first  time  a public  vessel  has  been  above  the 
city  since  the  war  of  the  revolution. 

[IV.  F.  Com.  Adv. 

Slaves  captured.  The  British  sloop  of  war  Buzzard* 
captain  Fitzgerald,  and  two  vessels,  the  Eagle  and  the 
Clera,  captured  by  her  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  on  sus- 
picion of  having  been  concerned  in  the  slave  trade, 
have  arrived  at  New  York. 

The  vessels,  it  appears,  are  both  American  built,  and 
the  officers  were  all  Americans.  When  taken  they 
had  the  Spanish  flag  flying.  The  vessels  were  fitted 
out  at  Havana.  One  of  the  captains  is,  it  seems,  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  the  other  ol  Philadelphia. 

The  object  of  this  visit  is,  to  deliver  over  the  offen- 
ders to  our  authorities  for  trial,  and  for  this  purpose 
negotiations  are  now  pending  between  the  British  offi- 
cers and  the  magistrates  here — says  a New  York 
paper. 

A divoi'ce  case.  The  scandal-mongers  have  been 
much  gratified  at  the  report  of  proceedings  before 
a committee  of  the  legislature  of  Connecticut,  on  the 
application  of  a Mrs.  Jarvis,  for  a divorce  from  her 
husband,  the  rev.  Dr.  Jarvis,  on  the  grounds  of  mal- 
treatment, bad  temper,  &c.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  unfavorable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner, 
and  recommended,  says  the  New  Haven  Herald,  that 
she  “have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition,  on  the  ground 
that  there  were  not  suffiejent  allegations  proved  to  au- 
thorise the  committee  to  recommend  a divorce.  The 
committee  also  reported  that  most  of  the  allegations  in 
the  answer  of  Dr.  Jarvis  were  unsupported  by  the  evi- 
dence. In  regard  to  the  personal  character  of  both 
parties,  (irrespective  of  the  unhappy  controversy  sub- 
sisting between  them)  honorable  testimony  was  born 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  eacii 
house  in  their  remarks  accompanying  the  report,  and 
both  expressed  the  opinion  that  as  it  did  not  appear 
probable  that  Dr.  Jarvis  and  his  lady  could  live  happy 
with  each  other,  it  was  the  duty  of  Dr.  Jarvis  to  make 
a just  and  suitable  settlement  for  her  separate  main- 
tamance.  They  further  declared  that  they  found 
nothing  affecting  the  moral  character  of  either  party, 
and  that  both  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee 
ought  to  stand  fair  before  ihe  community  in  that  re- 
spect, as  if  the  difficulties  subsisting  between  them  had 
not  occurred.”  The  report  was  adopted. 

It  has  been  decided  in  a court  of  justice  in  Rhode 
Island,  that  to  drink  strong  drink  in  a tavern  subjects  a 
man  to  disgrace. 

The  court  of  inquiry  in  relation  to  com.  Elliott,  which 
had  been  sitting  for  some  time  at  the  navy  yard,  Phila- 
delphia, adjourned  on  Friday  the  7th  inst.  at  the  in- 
stance of  com.  E.  until  the  27th  inst. 
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Appointments  by  the  president.  John  P.  Ander- 
souio  be  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  western 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  place  ot  Benjamin  Pat- 
ton, jr.  resigned. 

Ely  Moore , surveyor  of  the  district,  and  inspector  of 
the  revenue  tor  the  portol  New  York,  to  take  effect  on 
the  1st  of  July  next,  in  the  place  of  Hector  Craig. 

Political.  Francis  Thomas,  esq.  (Ad.)  was  nomi- 
nated on  Saturday  last,  by  a convention  which  assem- 
bled at  Hagerstown,  for  re-election  to  congress  from  the 
district  composed  of  part  of  Frederick  and  Washington 
and  Allegheny  counties,  Maryland. 

Philip  Francis  Thomas,  esq.  of  Easton,  was  on 
Wednesday  last  nominated  for  congress  by  the  demo- 
cratic convention,  for  the  district  of  Talbot,  Caroline, 
Queen  Anne,  Kent  and  Cecil. 

Baltimore  post  office.  The  clerks  and  let- 
ter carriers  in  the  Baltimore  post  office  have  pre- 
sented to  John  S.  Skinner,  esq.  a very  elegant  cane, 
made  of  Acana  wood,  mounted  with  gold,  and  bear- 
ing upon  a gold  plate  the  following  inscription: — 
“Presented  to  John  S.  Skinner,  by  the  officers  of  the 
Baltimore  post  office,  as  a testimonial  of  their  regard 
and  esteem,  June  7,  1839.” 


Bank  notes  and  exchange.  The  New  York 
Herald  gives  the  following  table  of  rates  of  bank 
notes  and  domestic  exchange  in  that  city. 


Bank  notes. 

N.  Y.  Safety  Fund,  £ 
Pennsylvania,  par  a2 

Maryland,  ^a,f 

Virginia,  1^ 

N.  Carolina,  2a3^- 

Georgia,  4a5 

S.  Carolina,  2a2£ 

Florida,  15a2y 

Alabama,  10al2 

Louisiana,  2|a3 

Kentucky,  5a6 

Tennessee,  7a8 

Mississippi,  15al7 

Missouri,  3a(j 

Ohio,  6a6 

Michigan,  no  sale 

Indiana,  5a6 

Illinois,  4a5 


Exchans 


Baltimore, 

Richmond, 

Savannah, 

Charleston, 

Apalachicola, 

Mobile, 

New  Orleans, 
Louisville, 
Nashville, 
Natchez, 

St.  Louis, 

Cincinnati, 

Detroit, 


Discount. 

i 

i 

lal-j. 

2£a3 

2ia3 

H 

15a2u 
10al2 
2a2£ 
3a3A 
7aS 
20 
3a3^ 
2j;a3 
4a5 

4 


New  York  state  senate.  In  the  Rocheste 
Democrat  vve  find  the  following  statement  of  tb 
condition  of  the  senate: 

Those  who  go  out,  are 
Whigs.  Administration. 

Henry  F.  Jones, 

John  Hunter, 

C James  Power, 

( Noadiah  Johnson,  {dead) 
■ David  Spraker, 

Micah  Sterling, 

George  Huntington, 

„ , - , John  Beardsley — 8. 

8th,  Chauncey  J.  Fox — 1.  J 

Those  who  remain  in,  are 
f F.  A.  Tallmage, 

1st,  / Gabriel  Furman, 

( G.  C.  Verplanck, 

£ D.  Johnson, 

2d,  ^ H.  A.  Livingston, 

H.  Van  Dyck, 


District 

1st, 

2d, 

3d, 

4th, 
5th, 
6th, 

7th, 


3d, 

4th, 


5th, 


6th, 


C Martin  Lee, 

^ Bethuel  Peck, 

. Lawrence  Hull, 

„ Alvah  Hunt, 

1 John  Maynard, 


E.  P.  Livingston, 
A.  C.  Paige, 

Samuel  Young, 

Joseph  Clark, 
David  Wager, 
Avery  Skinner, 

D.  S.  Dickinson, 


S.  L.  Edwards — 10. 


7th, 

(.  S.  C.  Nichols, 

C Samuel  Works, 

8th,  J Henry  Hawkins, 

C Win.  A.  Mosley — 13. 

Thus,  of  those  whose  terms  have  not  expired  I 
whigs  have  13,  and  the  administration  10.  As 
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constitutes  a majority,  we  have  but  4 to  elect  to  se- 
cure such  majority;  or,  with  the  casting  vote  of  the 
lieut.  governor,  3 will  equally  secure  a whig  ascen- 
dency upon  every  question,  as,  where  there  is  a tie, 
the  president  of  the  senate  has  the  casting  vote. 

United  States  consul  at  Martinique.  From  re- 
cent statements  respecting  the  conduct  of  our  govern- 
ment at  foreign  ports,  it  would  seen  that  some  of  these 
dignitaries  consider  their  offices  created  for  almost  any 
purpose  but  that  of  giving  protection  to  American  pro- 
perty, or  assistance  to  American  citizens  when  either 
may  chance  to  come  within  their  consular  jurisdiction. 
A letter  from  a respectable  ship  master  to  his  owners 
in  this  city,  dated  at  St.  Pierres,  Martinique,  early  in 
May,  makes  serious  and  aggravated  charges  against 
Peyton  Gay,*  American  consul  at  that  port.  The  cap- 
tain states  that  while  in  port,  with  a portion  of  his 
men  sick  and  in  the  hospital,  the  remainder  of  the 
crew  were  inveigled  away  from  him,  and  received  into 
the  consul’s  own  house,  the  latter  being  dissatisfied  be- 
cause the  vessel  was  not  consigned  to  him.  The  ship 
was  thus  left  with  only  the  officers  and  cook  attached 
to  her,  in  a port  where  it  was  impossible  to  ship  a new 
crew,  the  consul  also  retaining  his  papers,  and  de- 
manding one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  for 
the  papers  and  men.  By  advice  of  others,  however, 
the  captain  was  induced  to  pay  him  seventy-five  dol- 
lars as  a bribe,  besides  all  legal  fees,  which  he  did  to 
prevent  detention,  &c.  The  consul  then  turned  upon 
the  men  whom  he  had  sheltered  four  days,  had  them 
taken  up  by  the  police  as  deserters,  when  they  were 
soon  restored  to  the  ship.  A statement  of  the  above 
has  been  forwarded  to  the  proper  authorities  at  Wash- 
ington, and  ir  is  further  stated  that  the  merchants  and 
masters  at  Martinique,  connected  with  the  American 
trade,  had  forwarded  a petition  to  our  government  ex- 
posing some  of  the  consul’s  proceedings  and  praying 
for  his  removal  from  office.  [ Boston  Courier. 

Washington  bank  robbery.  We  learn  from  the 
Intelligencer  of  Friday,  that  the  trial  of  A W. 
Goodrich,  who  was  indicted  for  a collusion  with  Den- 
nis G.  Orme,  the  teller  of  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis, 
at  Washington  city,  to  rob  the  bank  of  a large  sum  of 
money,  came  on  Thursday  last,  and  after  a patient 
investigation  before  an  intelligent  jury,  lie  was  acquit- 
ted. The  jury  were  absent  but  a few  minutes.  The 
defence  setup  was  that  in  receiving  the  money  from 
Mr.  Orme,  he  did  it  with  no  criminal  intention,  but 
the  rather  to  preserve  it,  and  he  kept  it  for  the  time  he 
did,  in  order  to  screen  Mr.  O from  whom  he  had  for- 
merly received  favor  and  kindness.  The  trial  of  Orme 
was,  by  consent  of  the  counsel  on  both  sides,  postponed 
untii  the  ensuing  term  of  the  criminal  court. 

Protested  post  notes.  The  notes  of  the 
Mississippi  Planters  Bank  to  the  amount  of  three 
or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  payable  at  the 
Bank  of  America,  are  now  running  to  maturity,  but 
there  are  no  funds  to  meet  them,  and  they  are  ot 
course  protested.  [V.  Y.  Jour  of  Com. 

Missouri  river.  The  Globe  states  that  infor- 
mation has  been  received  at  the  engineer  department 
from  the  superintendent  of  the  improvement  of  the 
Missouri  river,  that  the  steam  snag-boat  Helipolis 
had  worked  280  miles  up  from  the  mouth,  and  re- 
moved all  the  most  dangerous  snags  from  the  main 
channel.  The  river  is  represented  as  being  much 
changed  in  its  appearance,  and  the  navigation  so 
much  improved,  that,  up  to  the  point  reached  by  the 
snag-boat,  steamers  are  now  enabled  to  run  in  the 
night,  which  was  not  attempted  by  any  of  them  pre- 
vious to  the  commencement  of  the  work. 

Tactics  and  regulations  for  the  militia, 
by  major  Cooper  of  the  United  States  army.  This 
is  the  title  of  a work  published  by  II.  P.  De  Silver, 
Philadelphia,  which  has  already  received  the  pa- 
tronage of  several  of  the  states,  and  the  legislature 
of  New  York  at  it3  last  session  appropriated  money 
to  purchase  2,600  copies.  Since  its  publication, 
upwards  ol  thirty  thousand  copies  have  been  print- 
ed and  sold.  The  following  states  have  subscribed 
to  the  work:  Pennsylvania  10,000  copies,  South 
Carolina  5,000,  Louisiana  2,000,  Ohio  1,000,  Mis- 
sissippi 1,000.  The  book  is  to  be  bad  at  the  prin- 
cipal bookstores  in  this  city.  [iV.  Y.  Post, 

Espy’s  theory.  The  Philadelphia  Gazette 
contains  a very  remarkable  fulfilment  of  a pre. 

*Mr.  Gay  has  been  removed  from  office  by  the  pre- 
sident. 


diction  of  Mr.  Espy,  in  tile  anouncemerit  ofa  storm. 
On  the  first  of  April,  (a  clear  day  in  Philadelphia), 
he  stated,  “that  at  this  moment  a storm  is  raging  at 
the  south,  in  the  latitude  of  Charleston.”  Memo- 
randum was  made  of  the  fact.  By  a careful  exami- 
nation of  the  papers  of  the  next  fortnight,  it  was 
seen  that  there  was  frequent  mention  of  marine  dis- 
asters about  the  precise  locality  indicated  by  Mr. 
Espy.  This  is  certainly  curious;  although  the  first 
of  April  was  a. capital  day  for  the  prediction,  as,  in 
event  of  a failure,  it  would  have  been  only  an  April 
fool  joke. 

Charlestown  navy  yard.  The  Charlestown 
Aurora  represents  the  Charlestown  navy  yard  as  in 
a most  excellent  condition.  The  Constellation  in 
the  dry  dock  is  nearly  ready  for  coppering.  She 
will  come  out  of  the  dock  equal  to  a new  ship;  two 
of  her  decks  have  been  put  in  new,  and  some  of  her 
planking,  &c.  Her  beautiful  model  lias  been  en- 
tirely preserved,  and  we  presume  she  will  prove  one 
of  the  finest  ships  in  our  navy,  of  which  the  gallant 
Tiuxton,  her  early  commander  might  well  be  proud. 
The  sloop  of  war  Concord  is  lying  at  the  wharf,  in 
beautiful  trim,  waiting  for  orders.  The  Marion, 
another  fine  sloop  of  war  recently  launched,  is  near- 
ly rigged,  and  may  soon  be  got  ready  for  sea. 

The  British  navy.  The  London  correspondent  of 
the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  writes  as  follows 
under  the  date  of  April  24: 

“Sir  Edward  Codrington  last  night  brought  forward 
his  motion  in  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  inefficient 
state  of  the  navy,  in  the  shape  of  a resolution  to  the 
effect  that  the  system  of  reducing  the  crews  ot  vessels 
of  war,  during  the  time  of  peace,  below  the  number 
required  in  war,  is  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
service,  and  that  for  the  future  only  one  complement  of 
men  should  be  the  rule  of  the  service.  The  gallant 
admiral  contended  that  ships  ought  to  be  sufficiently 
manned  at  all  times;  and  that  it  would  have  been  a 
fatal  affair  had  a collision  taken  place  between  sir  C. 
Douglas  and  admiral  Baudin,  entirely  owing  to  a 
scarcity  of  hands.  The  secretary  to  the  admiralty, 
Mr.  Charles  Wood,  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  it  had  invariably  been  adopted  and  even  sanc- 
tioned by  lord  Howe  tn  1773— and  by  the  most  distin- 
guished officers  in  the  British  navy.  The  motion  was 
lost  by  90  to  27— the  majority  against  it  being  63.” 

Dr.  Holmes,  the  alleged  murderer  of  Tasche,  who  is 
now  in  jail  at  Montpelier,  Vt.  awaiting  the  decision  of 
the  proper  authorities  whether  he  shall  be  given  up  to 
the  authorities  ot'Canada,  came  very  near  making  his 
escape  last  week,  some  one  having  furnished  him  with 
files,  saws,  aquafortis,  &c. 

Tecumseh.  A short  time  before  the  battle  of 
Tippecanoe,  a talk  was  held  between  general  Harri- 
son and  Tecumseh.  The  general  arrived  first  at 
the  appointed  place,  which  was  an  open  spot,  car- 
peted with  green  sward,  and  covered  only  by  the 
canopy  of  heaven.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
suite,  arrayed  in  full  regimentals,  and  presenting  a 
gay  and  imposing  appparance.  Soon  after,  Tecnm- 
seh  approached  the  spot,  clothed  in  splendid  Indian 
military  costume,  which  was  well  calculated  to  dis- 
play his  athletic  form.  His  manner  was  not  that  of 
a suppliant.  His  bearing  was  as  haughty  as  if 
worlds  were  at  his  disposal;  and  as  he  advanced  to- 
wards the  spot  where  Harrison  awaited  him,  his 
step  was  firm,  his  form  erect,  with  the  head  slightly 
thrown  back,  his  features  stern  and  rigid,  and  his 
nostrils  were  distended  like  those  of  the  warhorse, 
when  he  scents  the  battle  from  afar.  Indeed  his 
whole  appearance  was  that  of  one  who  asks  no  fa- 
vor, but  who,  goaded  on  by  contempt  and  hatred, 
breathes  nought  but  defiance  upon  bis  enemies. 

As  Tecumseh  proudly  approach,  general  Harri- 
son rose  to  receive  the  chief,  arid  pointing  to  a bench 
prepared  for  (be  purpose,  said  “your  white  father  re- 
quests you  to  be  seated.” 

Tecumseh  cast  upon  the  American  general  a look 
of  unmitigated  scorn  and  indignation,  “you  my  fa- 
ther?” said  he.  “No.  The  sun  pointing  to  that 
luminary  in  the  heavens)  is  my  father!  The  earth 
(pointing  to  the  ground)  is  my  mother!  And  throw- 
ing himself  on  the  ground,)  1 will  rest  no  where  but 
on  her  bosom! 

The  annals  of  Roman  or  Grecian  history  will 
hardly  furnish  a reply  lo  equal,  in  grandeur  and  su- 
blimity, this  of  the  untutored  Indian. 

[ Boston  Mer.  Jour. 
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The  cotton  circular.  We  find  the  following  letter 
from  Mr.  Wilder  in  the  New  York  Express  in  relation 
to  the  late  cotton  humbug. 

“I  had  supposed  that  my  former  communication  on 
11th  inst.  relating  to  the  cotton  circular,  would  have 
satisfied  the  editors  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  but 
in  this  expectation  it  seems  I have  been  mistaken. 
Had  this  journal  confined  its  remarks  to  statements 
founded  on  inference,  I should  have  disregarded  their 
assertions  as  unworthy  of  notice,  but  as  they  have  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  using  the  expression  “we 
know,’’  it  cannot  be  submitted  to  with  impunity.  In 
their  paper  of  yesterday  is  an  editiorial  article  con- 
taining me  following  extract: 

“Lastly  Mr.  Dunlap,  the  president  of  the  bank,  Mr. 
Cowperthwait,  the  cashier,  and  Mr.  Bevan,  of  the 
Philadelphia  house  of  Bevan  & Humphreys,  were 
all  here  and  spent  the  day  on  Thursday,  and  were  in 
consultation  with  Mr.  Wilder  and  Mr.  Rockwell,  and 
we  know  that  Mr.  Wilder  was  in  consultation  with 
Mr.  Dunlap,  with  one  of  these  circulars  in  his  hand.” 

In  relation  to  the  above  I deem  it  my  duty  to  say, 
and  Ido  it  in  the  most  explicit  manner. 

1st.  It  is  utterly  false , that  Mr.  Cowpertwait  was  in 
this  city  on  Thursday  as  stated  above,  or  at  any  other 
time  for  several  weeks  past. 

2d.  It  is  utterly  false , that  Mr.  Bevan  spent  the  day 
here  on  Thursday.  He  was  here,  I am  informed,  on 
Friday,  but  I did  not  see  him,  nor  did  Mr.  Rockwell 
see  him,  nor  did  either  Mr.  Rockwell  or  myself  know 
that  he  was  here. 

3d.  It  is  utterly  false,  that  there  was  any  consulta- 
tion whatever  on  any  subject  between  Mr.  Bevan,  Mr. 
Cowperthwait  and  Mr.  Dunlap,  or  either  of  them  and 
Mr.  Rockwell,  and  myself,  or  either  of  us. 

4th.  It  is  utterly  false,  that  I was  in  consultation  with 
Mr.  Dunlap  with  one  of  the  circulars  in  my  hand. 
Mr.  Dunlap,  it  is  true,  was  in  this  city  from  Wednes- 
day afternoon  until  Thursday  afternoon,  but  I did  not 
know  he  was  here  until  about  an  hour  and  a half  be- 
fore his  departure.  I saw  him  then  only  accidentally 
for  a few  minutes,  but  at  that  lime  I did  not  know  of  the 
circular — had  never  seen  it  and  had  never  heard  of  it.  I 
did  not  know  that  it  was  either  in  existence  or  in  con- 
templation until  Friday  morning,  when  printed  copies 
of  it  were  presented  to  me. 

In  conclusion  I now  repeat  what  I stated  in  my  for- 
mer communication,  that  the  Bank  of  the  Unittd  Slates 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  circular  so  far  as  I 
know  and  believe.  S.  V.  S.  Wilder. 

Release  of  a state  prisoner.  Some  time 
during  the  last  year,  Reynolds,  alias  David  Deal, 
son  of  David  Deal,  of  Shippensburg,  Pennsylvania, 
a promising  youth  of  19,  visited  Buffalo,  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  where  he  was  persuaded  to  en- 
list with  a company  of  volunteers  to  join  the  pa- 
triots, for  the  invasion  of  Canada.  Young  Deal, 
with  several  others,  was  soon  captured  by  a com- 
pany of  British  lancers,  was  tried  and  sentenced  to 
death.  His  situation  was  made  known  to  his 
friends,  by  whose  entreaty  sir  George  Arthur  was 
induced  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  sentence 
for  a time,  and  the  young  man  was  sent  to  England 
and  committed  to  prison,  there  to  await  the  appro- 
val of  the  sentence  passed  upon  him  in  Canada, 
and  its  final  execution.  The  rev.  Mr.  Cookman, 
judge  McLean  and  Dr.  Sewall,  who  were  informed 
of  the  situation  of  young  Deal,  and  the  distress  of 
his  family,  addressed  letters  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  set- 
ting forth  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  re- 
questing his  influence  with  the  authorities  of  the 
British  government,  to  save,  if  possible,  the  young 
man’s  life.  Mr.  Stevenson  made  every  effort  in  his 
official  capacity,  but  in  vain;  when  he  applied  to 
the  queen,  and  requested  his  release  as  a personal 
favor,  upon  which  she  promptly  granted  a free  par- 
don, and  the  young  man  is  now  on  his  passage 
home.  And  thus  au  aged  father  and  mother,  and  a 
large  circle  of  other  family  connexions  are  made  to 
rejoice  in  the  restoration  of  a favorite  boy,  who, 
we  hope,  will  learn  a salutary  lesson  from  the  con- 
sequences of  his  indiscretion,  and  long  live  to  thank 
Mr.  Stevenson  lor  his  disinterested  exertions,  and 
bless  queen  Victoria  for  the  exercise  of  her  cle- 
mency. [Globe. 

From  Brazil.  The  Portuguese  schooner  Eliza 
arrived  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  about  the  26th  April,  hav- 
ing on  board  the  chevalier  De  Figaniere  Morao, 
minister  of  her  most  faithful  majesty  to  the  court 
of  Brazil. 

The  Rio  de  Janeiro  Journal  of  Commerce  of  the 
27th  April  says — 

We  have  been  informed  by  a person  of  respecta- 
bility, who  we  know  to  have  good  sources  of  infor- 
mation, that  on  the  departure  of  the  English 
schooner  Orestes,  from  Montevideo,  negotiations 
for  the  arrangement  of  the  French  question  were 
on  foot,  and  that  every  thing  gave  pressage  that  they 
would  have  a successful  result. 

The  ship  Louisiana,  at  Philadelphia  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  brings  papers  to  1st  May.  The  United 
States  Gazette  says: — We  perceive  that  a conside- 
rable excitement  had  been  caused  by  a circumstance 


[ connected  with  the  British  ship,  which  had  brought 
in  three  captured  slavers.  The  papers  do  not  give 
a full  account,  but  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  the  cap- 
turing of  such  vessels  is  not  sufficiently  popular, 
and  one  of  the  slave  captains  was  rescued  by  the 
mob.  Subsequently,  a steamboat  wras  passing  near 
the  British  ship,  and  was  hailed — no  answer  was 
given;  whether  the  silence  was  intentional,  or 
whether  the  noise  of  the  machinery  prevented  the 
captain  of  the  steamer  from  hearing,  is  not  known. 

A gun  was  fired  from  the  British  ship,  and  the 
ball  struck  a passenger  of  the  boat  in  the  forehead, 
and  killed  him;  his  wife,  to  whom  he  had  been  re- 
cently married,  was  standing  at  his  side,  and  was 
wounded  slightly  in  the  nose.  This  caused  a terri- 
ble commotion  on  the  shore.  The  English  captain 
attempted  to  land,  but  was  driven  back;  he  then 
brought  from  his  vessel  an  armed  force,  but  was 
unable  to  get  on  shore.  We  see  by  one  of  the 
latest  papers  that  a demand  had  been  made  upon 
the  British  commander  for  the  persons  who  dis- 
charged the  gun. 

The  Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayres  dates  are  to 
the  6th  April.  The  British  packet  has  a notice  of 
the  death  and  funeral  of  Mr.  John  Benito  Zimmer- 
man, second  son  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Zimmerman,  of 
Buenos  Ayres. 

Correspondence  of  the  U.  S.  Gazette. 

Montevideo,  April  6th,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  Our  frequent  advices  of  late  leave 
us  but  little  to  say  by  the  present  opportunity,  and 
the  continuation  of  the  blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
whence  our  accounts  reach  the  1st  instant,  gives  no 
chance  of  general  improvement  in  our  market. 
The  supplies  of  flour  have  been  confined  of  late  to 
the  receipts  of  various  small  parcels  in  coasting 
vessels  from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  w hich  have  all  been 
sold  at  $22  per  barrel,  which  is  the  value  of  it  at 
present. 

Of  lumber,  we  received  lately  tw'o  cargoes  from 
the  United  States,  bringing  together,  250,000  feet 
—but  which,  though  a large  quantity,  both  sold  lor 
at  $45  per  1,000.  The  direct  arrival  from  Batavia, 
with  so  large  a cargo  of  rice,  has  supplied  us  with 
this  article. 

Plain  domestic  cottons  are  in  large  supply  and 
only  saleable  at  losing  prices.  Drills  and  osnaburgs 
answer  better,  but  must  not  be  sent  in  too  large 
quantities.  But  few  articles  of  American  import 
are  scarce  or  wanted,  viz:  wood  and  cane  seat  chairs, 
cordage,  leaf  tobacco,  yellow  soap  and  sperm  can- 
dles. Salt  keeps  abundant  and  dull,  at  9 rls.  on 
board. 

The  Peru-Bolivian  confederation  dis- 
solved and  general  Andres  Santa  Cruz,  su- 
preme protector,  abdicated.  From  Peruvian 
papers  lately  received,  we  copy  the  proclamation 
of  Santa  Cruz,  made  at  Arequipa  in  South  Peru, 
after  his  defeat  by  the  Chilian  expedition  in 
January: 

“Recent  events  in  Bolivia  and  at  Puno  demand 
of  me  every  sacrifice,  lo  avoid  the  evils  of  civil 
war;  I,  therefore,  decree — 

“I.  I abdicate  from  this  moment  the  protectoral 
authority,  which  I legally  exercised,  over  the  states 
of  the  confederation.” 

“II.  The  stale  government  of  south  Peru,  and 
the  local  authorities,  will  continue  to  preserve  or- 
der and  enforce  the  existing  laws,  until  a national 
convention  shall  decide  upon  the  future  state  of  the 
country.” 

By  another  decree,  general  Santa  Cruz  resigns 
the  presidency  of  Bolivia;  and  in  an  address  to  the 
people  of  the  republic,  he  says: 

“Do  not  scandalize  the  w’orld,  Bolivians;  by  ex- 
cesses, which  must  bring  odium  upon  our  country. 
Anarchy  will  destroy  you  if  you  be  divided  among 
yourselves,  and  yield  to  the  counsel  of  evil  pas- 
sions. Wherever  Divine  Providence  may  conduct 
myself,  and  as  long  as  my  absence  from  my  native 
country  may  be  rendered  necessary  for  the  gene- 
ral good,  I shall  not  cease  to  hope  ardently  for  your 
prosperity,  which  has  been  my  only  object  for  the 
last  ten  years.” 

Whilst  general  Santa  Cruz  still  remained  at  Are- 
quipa, his  troops  mutinied,  and  he  retired  to  Islay 
a port  on  the  Pacific.  He  was  there  lodged  with 
the  English  consul,  Mr.  Crompton.  An  attack 
was  apprehended  from  the  populace,  and  seventy 
men  were  landed  from  her  Britannic  Majesty’s 
ship  Samarang,  to  protect  Santa  Cruz.  On  the 
13th  of  March,  he  embarked,  taking  with  him 
generals  Miller,  Cerdena,  Riva,  Augero,  Senor 
Garcia  del  Rio,  Senor  Irisarri,  late  Chilian  pleni- 
potentiary, and  other  persons  of  distinction. 

[Globe. 

A NEW  MODE  OF  PROPELLING  SHIP'S.  By  the 

following  extract  of  a letter,  dated  London,  May 


17,  it  seems  that  the  new  plan  of  propelling  ves- 
sels by  means  of  screws,  has  succeeded: — 

“The  ship  Archeinedes  has  arrived  at  Ports- 
mouth after  a cruise  in  the  channel,  having  beat  a 
government  steamer.  The  great  value  of  the  screw 
is  now  fully  tested.  The  water  thrown  by  it  on 
the  rudder  makes  the  ship  answ’er  her  helm  to  the 
astonishment  of  naval  officers.  She  turns  in  dou- 
ble her  length;  her  first  action  on  starting  is  to  an- 
swer her  helm.  The  ship  has  encountered  bad 
weather,  but  has  met  it  beautifully.  Paddle  boxes 
of  the  ocean  are  now  superseded,  and  as  a lug,  no 
known  power  can  have  such  hold  of  the  water.” 

Naval.  The  United  States’ steamer  Poinsett,  recent- 
ly fitted  out  at  this  port  under  the  direction  of  the  war 
department,  left  here  yesterday  afternoon  for  Norfolk 
to  complete  her  armament  and  crew,  whence  she  will 
proceed  to  Florida,  to  co-operate  with  the  army  in  that 
quarter  in  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities. 

[Balt.  Amer. 

The  following  is  a list  of  her  officers: 

Isaac  Mayo,  commander. 

Lieutenants — Isaac  S.  Sterrett,  John  L.  Ball,  John 

A.  Davis,  Samuel  E.  Munn. 

Acting  master— Levin  Handy. 

Purser — Wm.  A.  Slacum. 

Surgeon — Wm.  Maxwell  Wood, 

Passed  assis’t  surgeon — Daniel  S.  Green. 

Lieut,  of  marines — Thos.  T.  Sloan, 

Passed  midshipmen — Henry  Waddell,  Strong  B. 
Thompson. 

Midshipmen — Mayo  C.  Watkins,  Alex.  Murray, 
Win.  M.  Caldwell,  Clement  W.  Bennett. 

Captain’s  clerk — Wm.  Clement  Tuck. 

Sailmaker — George  Thomas. 

Boatswain' — (acting) — Elijah  Foster. 

Carpenter  (acting) — James  McDonnell. 

Gunner 

First  engineer — James  Adkinson. 

Second  do.- — Nailor  C.  Davis. 

The  U.  S.  ship  North  Carolina  was  at  Rio  on  the 
1st  May,  to  sail  for  home  in  three  days.  The  U.  S. 
schr.  Enterprise  was  to  sail  in  five  days. 

Official — Medical  Staff.  The  medical 
board  for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  appoint- 
ment as  assistant  surgeons  in  the  army,  which  ad- 
journed on  the  14th  inslant,  have  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing persons: 

1.  James  W.  Russel,  N.  Y. 

2.  Henry  H.  Steiner,  Pa. 

3.  John  C.  Glen,  S.  C. 

4.  Henry  E.  Cruttenden,  D.  C. 

5.  James  Simons,  S.  C. 

Before  the  same  board  examinations  were  held 
for  promotion  in  the  case  of  assistant  surgeons,  J.  J. 

B.  Wright  and  John  B.  Wells,  and  in  the  deferred 
case  of  surgeon  Burton  Randall,  all  of  whom  W'ere 
approved. 

Before  another  board,  subsequently  organized, 
and  which  adjourned  on  the  17th  instant,  examina- 
tions were  held  for  promotion  in  the  case  of  assis- 
tant surgeon  John  J8.  Porter,  and  in  the  deferred 
case  of  surgeon  H.  L.  Heiskell,  both  of  whom  were 
approved. 

Engineer  orders,  No.  5.  Engineer  department, 
Washington,  June  17,  1839.  It  has  become  the 
painful  duty  of  the  chief  engineer  to  announce  to 
the  corps  of  engineers  the  death  of  a brother  officer, 
captain  Wm.  A.  Eliason,  who  expired  suddenly  at 
Alexandria,  D.  C.  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  inst. 

As  a testimonial  of  respect  fertile  deceased,  the 
officers  of  the  corps  and  those  ol  the  military  aca- 
demy will  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for 
thirty  days.  Jos.  G.  Trotten,  col. 

and  chief  engineer. 

Steam  vessels  of  war-  The  Army  and  Navy  Chro- 
nicle states  that  the  board  of  engineers  and  naval  con- 
structors at  the  late  session  at  Washington,  had  under 
consideration,  the  model,  size, form  and  location  of  the 
machinery,  of  two  steam  vessels  of  war,  which  the 
government  have  determined  to  build.  The  dimen- 
sions of  the  vessel  are  not  stated.  The  board  was  com- 
posed of  captain  M.  C..Perry,  of  the  navy,  president; 
Messrs.  W.  Kemble,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  West 
Point  foundry;  S.  Humphreys,  chief  naval  construc- 
tors, S.  Hart  and  J.  Lenthall,  naval  constructors;  and 

C. H.  Haswell,  engineer  of  the  United  Slates  steam 
ship  Fulton. 

Mr.  Webster.  The  New  York  correspondent 
of  the  Boston  Atlas,  who  has,  evidently,  the  best 
means  cf  procuring  information  upon  the  subject, 
makes  the  following  important  statement  in  regard 
to  the  designs  of  Mr  Webster: 

“I  perceive  a paragraph  in  some  ol  the  papers, 
stating  that  Mr.  Webster  had  accepted  a nomination 
as  vice  president  on  the  ticket  with  general  Harri- 
son. This  is  not  correct.  On  the  contrary,  I feel 
myself  warranted  in  saying  that  Mr.  Webster  retires 
from  the  field.  I am  assured  that  he  was  determin- 
ed, previous  to  his  leaving  the  United  Slates,  to  have 
addressed  a letter  to  his  Massachusetts  friends,  stat- 
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ing  his  views  and  wishes,  but  on  his  reaching  this 
city  he  was  persuaded  to  suspend  the  letter  until 
his  arrival  in  England.  My  impressions,  therefore, 
are.  that  before  this  day,  that  letter  has  been  written 
and  is  probably  now  on  its  way  to  this  country. — 
Nor  is  my  information  derived  from  street  rumor, 
but  from  a high ly  respectable  and  confidential  friend 
of  Mr.  Webster,  who  conferred  with  him  on  the 
subject,  previous  to  his  sailing. 

Letter  from  the  president.  From  the  N. 
York  Evening  Post.  It  having  been  understood 
that  the  president  of  the  United  States  intended  to 
visit  his  native  state  this  summer,  our  general  com- 
mittee have  been  making  arrangements  for  his  re- 
ception. In  answer  to  a communication  in  behalf 
of  that  committee,  the  following  letter  has  been  re- 
ceived from  from  him. 

Washington,  June  14,  1839. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received  your  letter,  in  which, 
on  behalf  of  the  democratic  general  committee, 
you  ask  to  be  imformed  of  the  probable  period  of 
my  arrival  at  New  York,  with  a view  to  a public 
expression  of  regard  for  myself  and  approbation  of 
my  official  conduct. 

In’.ending  to  travel  by  private  conveyance,  I can- 
not with  certainty  name  the  day  on  which  I shall 
reach  there,  but  I hope  to  do  so  by  the  first  of  July. 
The  interchange  of  personal  civilities  with  my  fel- 
low citizens  in  the  course  of  myjourney,  will  afford 
me  the  most  lively  gratification,  and  the  only  senti- 
ment in  regard  to  it  that  I desire  to  express  i3  the 
hope  that  it  may  be  attended  with  the  least  formali- 
ty that  is  consistent  with  entire  respect  to  the  wish- 
es of  my  friends. 

As  your  letter  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  com- 
mittee design  to  invite  me  to  a public  dinner,  and 
as  I have  been  apprised  that  a similar  kindness  is 
contemplated  in  other  places,  1 trust  I shall  be  par- 
doned if  I express,  in  advance,  of  more  formal 
offers,  the  obligation  I shall  feel  myself  under,  to 
decline  such  compliments. 

I am  not  insensible  of  the  apparent  indelicacy  of 
thus  anticipating  the  intentions  of  my  friends;  but 
I feel  that  in  so  doing,  I may  safely  throw  myself 
upon  their  indulgence,  and  1 need  not  assure  them 
that  I can  never  be  unmindful  of  any  manifesta- 
tion of  their  regard  or  confidence. 

Do  me  the  favor  to  make  these  sentiments  known 
to  the  committee,  and  to  accept  for  yourself  my 
thanks  for  the  obliging  manner  in  which  you  have 
conveyed  their  request  I am,  sir,  very  respect- 
fully, your  friend  and  obedient  ser’vt. 

M.  Van  Buren. 

Whig  state  convention.  Delegates  from 
twenty-live  counties  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
met  at  Chambersburg  on  the  13th  instant,  for  the 
purpose  of  nominating  delegates  to  a national  con- 
vention, and  framing  an  electoral  ticket.  George 
Chambers,  of  Franklin  county,  was  chosen  presi- 
dent; William  Clarke,  of  Dauphin,  J.  Price  Wethe- 
rill,  of  Philadelphia,  Alexander  Reed,  of  Washing- 
ton county  and  J.  G.  Palmer,  of  Schuylkil  county, 
vice  presidents.  Resolutions  strongly  in  favor  of 
Henry  Clay  were  adopted,  although,  not  without  a 
strenuous  opposition  lrom  a respectable  minority. 

Resolutions  were  ottered  by  C.  B.  Penrose,  esq. 
the  speaker  of  the  senate,  which  proposed  that  the 
convention  should  adjourn,  and  a new  one,  compo- 
sed of  all  the  elements  of  opposition  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  be  assembled  at  Harrisburg,  on  the  fourth 
Monday  in  August  next.  Mr.  Penrose’s  resolu- 
tions were  negatived  by  a vote  of  50  to  25.  After 
the  minority  had  used  their  utmost  exertions  to 
prevent  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  favorable  to 
Mr.  Clay,  reported  by  the  committee,  seventeen  of 
them,  among  whom  were  Messrs.  C.  B.  Penrose, 
John  Dickey  and  William  Clark,  entered  their  so- 
lemn protest  against  the  proceedings,  withdrew 
from  the  convention,  and  after  organizing,  passed  a 
preamble  and  resolutions,  recommending  the  as- 
sembling of  a state  convention  of  delegates  of  the 
opponents  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  on  the  fourth  Mon- 
day in  August  next,  to  elect  delegates  to  the  whig 
national  convention  which  is  to  meet  in  Harrisburg 
in  December  next.  The  majority  of  the  conven- 
tion adopted  an  address,  and  nominated  J.  Andrew 
Shulze  and  Jose  ph  Lawrence  as  senatorial  delegates 
to  the  national  convention. 

Ohio.  Circular  of  the  whiz  central  committee. 
'Ihe  democratic  whig  central  committee  for  the 
state  having  been  strongly  solicited  to  call  a con- 
vention ol  a limited  number  of  delegates  from  the 
several  counties  in  the  state,  in  proportion  to  their 
representation  in  the  general  assembly,  for  the  pur- 
pose ot  appointing  delegates  to  the  national  con- 
vention, which  is  to  meet  in  December  next,  to 
nominate  candidates  for  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent. This  method  of  appointing  delegates  to  the 


national  convention  has  been  also  recommended  by 
a public  meeting  recently  held  in  Miami  county. 
However  proper  this  method  may  in  itself  be,  the 
control  'committee,  after  an  interchange  of  opinion 
with  several  of  the  most  discreet  and  influential 
whigs  in  various  parts  of  the  state,  deem  it  impro- 
per to  advise  its  adoption.  They  consider  this 
question  to  have  been  settled  by  the  great  whig 
convention  of  the  3 1st  May  last.  Those  who  were 
present  at  that  convention  will  recollect  that  the 
subject  then  elicited  considerable  discussion  and 
some  warmth  of  feeling,  and  that  the  vesting  in 
each  congressional  district  the  right  of  appointing 
its  own  delegate  was  adopted  by  a large  majority, 
as  being  most  democratic,  and  best  calculate  to 
bring  out  the  real  sentiments  of  the  people.  Any 
attempt  to  substitute  a different  course  at  this  time, 
would,  it  is  feared,  excite  jealousies  among  the 
fiiends  of  the  illustrious  persons  whose  names  are 
most  prominent  as  candidates  for  the  presidency, 
and  add  to  the  difficulty,  already  too  great,  of  re- 
conciling conflicting  opinions.  Whatever  course 
shall  be  adopted  to  select  the  delegates  of  the  na- 
tional convention,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  Ohio 
will  with  one  voice,  present  to  that  convention  her 
own  illustrious  son  as  her  favorite  candidate,  agree- 
ably to  the  successive  decisions  of  three  of  the 
most  numerous  conventions  ever  held.  But  should 
a union  of  the  opposition  to  misrule  and  executive 
usurpation,  throughout  the  union,  render  it  neces- 
sary to  recede  from  this  stand,  that  her  delegates 
will  with  equal  unanimity  and  cordiality,  give  their 
voice  for  that  individual  who  will  be  most  likely  to 
effect  that  union,  and  render  its  object  successful. 

Alfred  Kelleys,  chairman. 

Joseph  Ridgway,  sen. 

Warren  Jenkins, 

Lewis  Heyl, 

Samuel  Douglas. 

Columbus,  May  21,  1839. 

Mexico  and  Texas.  The  Charleston  Mercu- 
ry contains  the  following  letter  from  colonel  Bee, 
the  Texan  envoy  to  Mexico.  This  may  be  deem- 
ed an  official  account  of  the  colonel’s  reception. 
It  was  before  stated  that  he  had  left  Vera  Cruz  for 
Havana. 

Havana,  June  9,  1839. 

To  ihe  editor  of  the  Mercury: 

Sir:  I arrived  here  on  the  6th,  in  the  French 
steam  frigate  Phaeton,  M.  Goubin,  commander. 
We  were  eight  days  from  Vera  Cruz— having  had 
head  winds  the  whole  voyage.  An  arrival  from 
New  Orleans  yesterday  brought  papers  of  that  city 
to  the  1st  June.  They  contain  remarks  founded 
on  the  first  ebullition  of  feeling  evinced  at  Vera 
Cruz  on  hearing  that  an  agent  from  Texas  was  on 
board  a United  Slates  vessel  of  war,  in  their  wa- 
ters. But  it  is  due  the  citizens  of  Vera  Cruz,  and 
more  especially  his  excellency  general  Victoria, 
commandant  of  that  department,  that  1 should  cor- 
rect any  improper  impression  upon  this  point — as, 
after  being  a few  days  on  board  the  beautiful  fifty- 
two  gun  ship  La  Gloire,  Monsieur  Le  Conte  Laine, 
commander,  to  whose  hospitality  and  kindness  I 
am  everlastingly  indebted — 1 landed  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  general  Victoria,  and  remained  in  his  city 
ten  days,  in  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  my  liberty; 
and  receiving  at  his  hands  the  most  distinguished 
courtesy.  It  is  true,  that  after  several  communi- 
cations with  the  authorities  at  Mexico,  it  was  de- 
cided that  I could  not  be  received  as  the  represen- 
tative of  Texas.  But  there  was  no  indignity  of- 
fered “the  rebel,”  and  unlike  king  David’s  ambas- 
sadors to  Nahum,  I returned  on  board  the  French 
fleet,  without  my  head  being  shaved. 

It  was  perhaps  expecting  too  much  of  Mexico, 
to  suppose  she  would  receive  me — inheriting  as 
they  do,  all  the  pride  of  the  Spaniards — Mexico 
herself  having  but  recently  been  acknowledged  by 
Spain,  after  years  of  separation — but  Texas  is  a 
forward  “bantling,”  and  I thought  the  sooner  the 
mother’s  eye  was  met  the  better — if  she  was  to  be 
rejected  with  frowns,  she  W’ould  deplore  it — if  re- 
ceived with  smiles,  be  gratified.  The  result  is,  (or 
has  been),  that  1 have  not  been  received  as  the 
bearer  of  the  olive  branch  from  Texas.  But  the 
ice  is  broke — we  have  done  our  part,  and  I flatter 
myself  the  day  is  not  distant,  when  a definite 
treaty  boundary  will  be  established  between  Mexi- 
co and  Texas,  consecrated  as  it  must  be  by  a last- 
ing peace.  I am,  sirs,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
Barnard  E.  Bee. 

Another  steamboat  calamity.  The  John  Bull  a 
valuable  steamboat,  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  10th  inst.  whilst  on  her  way  to  Montreal, 
and  a large  number  of  passengers  (estimated  at  twen- 
ty) were  either  drowned  or  burnt  to  death.  The  event 
occurred  between  3 and  4 o’clock  in  the  morning, 
when  the  boat  was  off  Laraltinr,  about  eight  mile’s 


above  Sorrel.  The  Montreal  Gazette  contains  the  fol- 
lowing particulars  of  the  calamity. 

“Mr.  Thomas,  the  purser,  was  the  first  to  discover 
the  fatal  event.  He  was  in  bed  in  his  berth,  near  the 
foot  of  the  main  stairs,  leading  from  the  lower  to  the 
flush  deck,  and  was  awakened  by  the  crackling  noise 
of  fire  on  the  same  side  of  the  boat,  being  the  larboard. 
Upon  going  on  deck,  Mr.  Thomas  discovered,  to  his 
horror,  that  almost  the  whole  of  the  boat  amidships 
was  in  one  blaze  of  fire,  and  that  the  flames  were  mak- 
ing such  rapid  progress  to  the  stern,  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  rouse  the  passengers  from  sleep,  and  get 
them  on  the  main  deck  in  time  to  save  them.  He  im- 
mediately gave  the  alarm  to  the  captain,  and  by  throw- 
ing billets  of  wood  through  the  skylights  of  the  gentle- 
mens cabin,  called  the  attention  of  those  below  to  their 
dangerous  situation. 

From  both  cabins,  the  passengers  immediately  began 
to  issue  in  their  night  dresses,  and  without  being  able 
to  carry  any  of  their  luggage  or  properly  with  them, 
owino;  to  the  stifling  smoke  and  heat,  all  the  passen- 
gers aid  not  succeed  in  making  their  way  to  the  upper 
deck,  and  were  compelled  to  escape  by  the  windows 
in  the  stern  of  the  boat.  Immediately  upon  discover- 
ing that  the  boat  was  on  fire,  captain  Vaughan,  whose 
conduct  throughout  was  beyond  all  praise,  ordered  her 
to  be  steered  toward  the  shore,  where  she  grounded 
at  the  bow  in  about  eight  feet  water,  but  with  her  stern 
afloat.  The  great  object  now  was  to  save  the  passen- 
gers, for  which  the  boats  of  the  John  Bull,  and  the 
vessels  which  she  had  in  tow,  were  immediately  em- 
ployed, the  masters  and  crews  of  those  vessels  working 
them  with  zeal  and  activity,  and  otherwise  giving  eve- 
ry possible  assistance  in  saving  the  passengers  from 
the  burn  ng  boat.  By  this  means,  many  of  the  pas- 
sengers were  got  ashore;  but  we  lament  to  state  that 
it  is  supposed  about  twenty  of  them  have  been  lost, 
either  by  falling  a prey  to  the  flames,  or  by  throwing 
themselves  into  the  river  to  escape  so  dreadful  a death. 
Among  the  latter  was  a Miss  Ross,  of  Quebec,  who 
it  is  said,  was  there  conveyed  by  her  brother;  but  no 
one  on  board  was  acquainted  with  her,  or  knows  to 
what  family  she  belongs. 

Many  were  the  narrow  and  hair  breadth  escapes 
which  were  made  by  a number  of  the  passengers;  and 
much  valuable  property  has  been  lost,  the  amount  of 
which  it  is  as  yet  impossible  to  ascertain.  The  second 
engineer  of  the  John  Bull,  a fireman,  and  one  of  the 
crew,  are  missing,  and  are  supposed  to  have  been  ei- 
ther drowned  or  burnt  to  death.  These  three  indivi- 
duals were  on  duty  when  the  fatal  accident  happened; 
and  were  the  only  persons  on  board  who  could  give 
any  information  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  fire 
originated.  Both  the  engines  of  the  John  Bull  continu- 
ed in  full  operation  until  a short  time  before  they  fell 
overboard,  in  consequence  of  the  hull  being  burnt  to 
the  water’s  edge.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  boat 
then  rose  about  two  feet  out  of  the  water,  when  she  a 
second  time  burnt  to  the  water’s  edge. 

Immediately  after  the  dreadful  event  had  occurred, 
the  purser  came  to  town  with  the  intelligence,  when 
Mr.  Molson  despatched  the  Canada  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  up  the  passengers  of  the  John  Bull,  and  af- 
fording them  such  other  relief  as  they  may  have  stood 
in  need  of.  We  have  been  unable  to  obtain  a list  of 
the  John  Bull’s  passengers,  but  the  following  were 
among  those  on  board:  Mr.  George  Rhynas  and  Mr. 
Robertson  Mcinosh,  of  Montreal,  Mr.  Thomson,  of 
Nepean,  Upper  Canada,  captain  Fraser,  of  Quebec, 
Mr.  James  Dickson,  of  Three  Rivers,  and  Mrs.  W. 
K.  McCord,  formerly  of  Quebec.  These  have  all 
since  arrived  here,  by  land,  or  by  Canada  steamer, 
this  morning.  The  body  of  Miss  Ross  was  also 
brought  to  town. 

It  is  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger  that,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  state,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Canadian  liabi- 
tans  to  the  unfortunate  passengers  on  board  the  John 
Bull,  was  of  a description  which  reflects  the  utmost 
disgrace  upon  their  ancient  character  for  good  feeling, 
humanity  and  hospitality.  They  could  not  be  prevatt- 
ed  upon  to  lend  the  smallest,  aid,  unless  assured  of 
payment  to  an  amount  beyond  all  reasonable  compen- 
sation; and  when  they  did  launch  their  canoes,  it  was 
evidently,  more  for  the  purpose  of  plunder  than  with 
the  view  of  saving  life  and  property. 

As  an  instance  of  their  misconduct,  one  gentleman, 
who  was  clinging  to  the  stern  of  the  John  Bull,  cried 
to  some  habitans  in  a canoe  for  assistance;  but  they 
cruelly  refused  to  comply  with  his  request,  unless  he 
would  promise  to  give^  them  ten  dollars.  Another  of 
the  passengers  asked  for  a glass  ol  water,  but  was 
harshly  told  that  there  was  plenty  in  the  river.  And, 
shocking  to  state,  it  is  said  that  such  were  there  avidity 
for  plunder  that  the  ear-rings  of  Miss  Ross  were  torn 
away.  A considerable  ouantity  of  baggage,  and  arti- 
cles which  floated  from  the  wreck,  were  found  secret- 
ed in  the  neighboring  houses;  and  everv  request  for  a 
re-delivery  of  them  proved  fruitless,  until  repeated 
by  a body  of  two  or  three  of  the  passengers  at  once. 
Much  property  of  value  still  remains  concealed  in  the 
possession  of  the  country  people;  and  we  are  truly 
happy  to  learn  that  a body  of  police  has  been  despatch- 
ed from  town  to  the  spot,  in  order  to  protect  all  that 
can  be  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  unfortunate  John 
Bull.’’ 

Causes  of  pauperism.  The  overseers  of  the  poor  at 
Portland,  Maine,  have  found  that  ot  the  twen'y-four 
persons  received  into  the  house  of  correction,  were  all 
brought  there  either  directly  or  indirectly  by  intemper- 
ance They  have  ascertained  that  of  the  eighfv-eight 
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families  partially  assisted  out  of  the’ alms-house,  seventy- 
four  were  reduced  to  want  by  intemperance;  that  of  the 
sixteen  belonging  to  Portland,  who  became  chargeable 
in  other  towns,  thirteen  were  in  consequence  of  intem- 
perance, and  that  of  the  three  hundred  and  ninety-one 
who  were  during  the  year,  inmates  of  the  alms-house, 
three  hundred  and  eighty  were  brought  there  directly 
or  indirectly  by  intemperance. 

The  summary  of  the  whole  then  is  'hat  there  were  in- 


mates of  the  alms-house  during  the  year,  391 

Chargeable  to  intemperance  directly  or 

indirectly,  380 

Leaving  the  other  causes  of  pauperism,  11 

Families  partially  assisted  out  of  the  alms- 
house, 88 

Chargeable  to  intemperance  74 

Leaving  to  other  causes  14 

Paupers  belonging  to  Portland  but  sup- 
ported in  other  towns  16 

Chargeable  to  intemperance  13 

Leaving  to  other  causes  , 3 

Received  into  the  house  of  correction  24 

Chargeable  to  intemperance  24 


Leaving  to  other  causes 


Wheat  and  marriages.  The  Massachusetts  Spy 
has  gathered  up  the  following  as  one  of  the  modern 
discoveries  of  the  politicians  of  the  day,  that  the  high 
price  of  agricultural  production  diminishes  the  number 
of  matrimonial  contracts.  The  proof  is  sought  in  the 
statistics  of  England,  and  a table  was  exhibited  by  Mr. 
Rantoul  in  one  of  his  lectures,  showing  that  love  rose 
and  fell  with  the  market  value  of  living.  The  evidence 
is  contained  in  the  columns  of  figures  below,  show- 
ing the  price  of  wheat  and  the  number  of  marriages 
in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 


Years. 

1791 

1795 

1798 

1799 

1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 

1815 

1816 
1817 


Price. 
50s.  8d. 

72s.  lid. 
50s.  4d. 
66s.  lid- 
110s.  5d- 
115s.  lid. 
67s.  9d. 
57s. 

63s. 

76s. 

94s. 


Id. 

8d. 

2d. 

Od. 


Marriages. 
71,790 
68,839 
79,477 
77,557 
69,851 
67,288 
90,396 
94,379 
99,444 
91,946 
88,234 


The  average  price  of  wheat  in  each  year  above 
stated  is  75s.;  of  marriages,  81,791.  [N.  Y.  Express. 


the  debate  relative  to  the  corn  laws,  March  12, 
1839. 

National  debt  of  England  and  other  countries, 
with  the  proportion  of  such  debt  which  falls  on 
each  individual. 

Debt  per  head, 
proportion  of 
£ £ s.  d. 


England, 

800,000,000 

32 

0 

0 

France, 

194,400,000 

5 

19 

7 

Russia, 

35,550,000 

0 

11 

9 

Austria, 

78,100,000 

2 

7 

6 

Prussia, 

29,701,000 

2 

7 

7 

Netherlands, 

148,500,000 

23 

5 

5 

Spain, 

70,000,000 

5 

0 

8 

United  States, 

— 

— 

— 

Sicilies, 

18,974,000 

2 

11 

2 

Bavaria, 

11,311,000 

2 

16 

0 

Sardinia, 

4,584,000 

1 

1 

2 

T urkey, 

3,667,000 

0 

7 

8 

Sweden, 

— 

— 

— 

Portugal, 

5,649,000 

1 

2 

6 

Denmark, 

3,799,000 

1 

18 

4 

Rome, 

17,142,000 

7 

9 

0 

Poland, 

5,740,000 

1 

3 

3 

Saxony, 

3,300,000 

2 

9 

1 

Hanover, 

2,284,000 

1 

11 

0 

Baden, 

1,670,000 

1 

9 

2 

Wirtemberg, 

2,505,000 

1 

12 

7 

Tuscany, 

1,384,000 

1 

4 

11 

Hesse,  (Darmstaet) 

1,184,000 

1 

3 

11 

Hesse,  (Electorate) 

220,000 

0 

6 

1 

Switzerland, 

— 

— 

— 

Norway, 

252,000 

0 

3 

1 

East  India  compa- 

ny’s  territories, 

47,609,000 

0 

9 

0 

Comparative  wages  of  English  and  foreign  operatives. 
Operatives  are  paid  in 

France,  5s.  6d.  per  week  of  72  hours. 


Switzerland,  5s.  5d.  82 

Austria,  4s.  Od.  76 

Tyrol,  3s.  9d.  88 

Saxony,  3s.  6d.  72 

Bona,  on  the 

Rhine,  2s.  6d.  84 


The  average  wages  being  a fraction  under  4s. 
per  week.  The  average  wages  paid  to  hands  simi- 
larly employed  in  England,  but  for  a few  hours,  be- 
ing 12s.  a week. 


Annual  statement  of  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  the  United  Stales.  YVe  have  received  trom  VVash- 
iugton  an  abstract  of  this  interesting  document;  from 
which  we  present  the  following; 

Imports  for  the  near  ending  Sept.  ZOlh,  1838. 

Total  amount,  . $113,717,404 

Of  which  were  imported  in  American 
vessels  103,087,448 

In  foreign  vessels  10,629,950 

Exports. 

Total  amount,  108,486,616 

Of  which  were  domestic  produce  96,033,821 

Foreign  produce  12,452,795 

Domestic  articles. 

Exported  in  American  vessels  79,856,599 

“ in  foreign  vessels  16,178,222 

Foreign  articles. 

Exported  in  American  vessels  9,964,200 

“ in  foreign  vessels  2,488,595 

Navigation. 

American  shipping  entered  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1838  Tons.  1,302,974 


Do.  cleared  from  do. 

Foreign  shipping  entered  during  same  pe- 
riod 

Do.  cleared  do. 

Registered  tonnage  as  corrected  Sept.  30, 
1838 

Enrolled  and  licensed 
Fishing  vessels 

Total  tons, 


1,403,761 

592,110 

604,166 

822,591 

1,041,105 

131,102 


1,994,793 

Employed  in  whale  fishery,  129,629 

Shipping  built  in  the  United  States  during  the  year 
ending  Sept.  30,  1833. 

Registered,  41,809 

Enrolled  / 1,275 

Tons,  113,134 
The  imports  of  the  previous  year,  ending  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1837,  amounted  to  $140,989,217,  and  the  ex- 
ports to  $117,419,376.  It  will  be  observed  that  while 
the  imports  of  1837-8,  are  less  by  $27,000,000  than  in 

1836- 7,  the  exports  are  less  by  only  $9,000,000  more. 
The  tonnage  of  American  shipping  which  entered  in 

1837- 8,  is  greater  than  in  1836  7,  by  3,254  tons,  while 
the  foreign  tonnage  is  less  by  173,593  tons.  This, 
again  is  a favorable  indication.  The  actual  tonnage 
owned  In  the  United  States,  has  increased  within  the 
year,  from  1,896,GS5  tons,  to  1,994,798;  or  93,113  tons. 
Rather  less  tonnage  was  built  in  1837-8,  than  m 1836-7. 

[N.  F.  Jour,  of  Com, 

Statistical  tables.  Extract  from  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Caley  in  the  British  house  of  commons,  on 


Germanic  powers.  The  following  is  an  account 
of  the  military  forces  of  the  Germanic  powers  and 
confederated  states,  more  correct  than  what  we  pub- 
lished, some  ten  days  since,  from  a Frankfort  pa- 
per, and  which  is  supplied  us  by  a correspondent  in 
that  city; — 


States. 

Men. 

Austria, 

744,000 

Prussia, 

451,200 

Bavaria, 

68,000 

Saxony, 

17,800 

Hanover, 

29,600 

Wurtemburg, 

22,406 

Baden, 

12,600 

Electoral  Hesse, 

8,600 

Grand  Ducal  Hesse, 

9,479 

Nassau, 

4,200 

Saxon  Duchies, 

9,565 

Brunswick, 

3,700 

The  two  Mechlenburgs, 

4,960 

Oldenburg, 

3,450 

Other  states. 

27,282 

Total, 

1,417,400 

The  above  numbers  are  independent  of  the  war-re- 
serve corps. — A statement  of  the  military  force  of 
Russia,  which  we  derive  from  the  same  source,  but 
which,  we  are  inclined  to  think,  is  greatly  over- 
rated, runs  as  follows:— 

Imperial  guard,  43,000 

127  regts.  of  infantry  of  the  line,  508,000 

36  battalions  of  infantry  in  garrisons,  108,000 
68  regiments  of  regular  cavalry,  68,000 

38  regiments  of  regular  Cossacks,  30,000 

Irregular  cavalry,  Cossacks,  Tartars, 

Colmoucks,  &c.  87,000 

Corps  of  dragoons,  14,000 

Artillery,  1,750  pieces,  67,500 

Engineers  and  auxiliary  corps,  19,500 

Polish  army  united  to  the  Russian,  50,000 

Officers  of  all  ranks,  24,000 

Total,  1,020,000 

The  Austrian  navy  is  composed  of  8 sail  of  the 
line,  8 frigates,  1 corvettes,  8 brigs,  7 schooners,  and 
several  smaller  vessels;  besides  a flotilla  of  25  arm- 
ed boats  on  the  Danube. — The  Russian  navy  is 
composed  of  36  ships  of  the  line,  28  frigates.  8 cut- 
ters, 10  brigs,  61  schooners,  27  galleys,  142  gun 
boats,  30  floating  batteries,  32  steamboats,  making 
in  all  374  sail,  having  together  7,400  guns,  36,000 


sailors,  1,100  marines,  and  5,500  marine  artillery- 
men. 

Statistics  of  Lowell  manufactures.  Com- 
piled from  authentic  sources,  January  1,  1839. 


Capital  stock,  9,000,000 

Number  of  mills,  28,  exclusive  of  print  works,  &c. 
Spindles,  163,404 

Looms,  5,094 

Females  employed,  6,470 

Males  do.  2,077 

Yards  made  per  week,  1,061,250 

Bales  of  cotton  used  per  week,  890 

Pounds  cotton  wrought  per  week,  347,300 

Yards  dyed  and  printed  per  week,  255,000 

Tons  of  anthracite  coal  per  annum,  11,560 

Cords  of  wood  per  annum,  3,810 

Gallons  of  oil  per  annum,  65,280 

Remarks. 

Yards  of  cloth  made  per  annum,  55,185,000 

Pounds  of  cotton  consumed,  18,059,600 

Assuming  half  to  the  upland,  and  half 
New  Orleans  and  Alabama,  the 
consumption  in  bales,  averaging 
361  lbs.  each,  is  46,072 


A pound  of  cotton  averaging  3 2-10th  yards. 

A hundred  pounds  of  cotton  will  produce  eighty- 

nine  pounds  of  cloth. 

As  regards  the  health  of  persons  employed,  great 
numbers  have  been  interrogated,  and  the  result 
shows,  that  six  of  the  females  out  of  ten  enjoy  bet- 
ter health  than  before  being  employed  in  the  mills; 
of  males,  one  half  derive  the  same  advantage. 

As  regards  their  moral  condition  and  character, 
they  are  not  inferior  to  any  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

Average  wages  of  females,  clear  of  board,  $2 
per  week. 

Average  wages  of  males,  clear  of  board,  80  cents 
per  day. 

The  Bitish  ministry.  The  following  table 
will  show  the  names  of  the  present  ministers  who 
constitute  the  British  cabinet  with  their  titles,  and 
salaries  expressed  in  pound  sterling:  — 


ffm.  Lamb,  Viscount  Meldorne,  first  lord  of 

the  treasury,  £5,000 

Charles  C.  Pepys,  baron  Cottenham,  lord 
chancellor  14,000 

Henry  Petty,  marquis  of  Lansdowne,  lord 
president  of  the  council  2,000 

J.  W.  Ponsonby,  viscount  Duncannon,  lord 

of  the  privy  seal  2,000 

Right  hon.  Thomas  Spring  Rice,  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  5,000 

Lord  John  Russell,  secretary  of  state  for  the 
home  department  5,000 

Henry  Phipps,  marquis  of  Normanby,  colo- 
nial secretary  5,000 

G.  E.  Kynymond,  earl  of  Minto,  first  lord 

of  the  admirality  4,600 

Sir  J.  C.  Hobhouse,  president  of  the  board  of 
control  3,500 

Sir  Charles  Poulett  Thompson,  president  of 

board  of  trade  2,500 

Viscount  Howick,  secretary  of  war  2,000 

H.  R.  Vassal  Fox,  baron  Holland,  chan,  of 

duchy  of  Lancaster  4,000 


The  marquis  of  Normandy  lias  lately  been  re- 
moved from  the  government  of  Ireland,  where  his 
salary  was  £20,000,  to  succeed  lord  Glenelg  in  the 
colonial  department.  His  administration  in  Ireland 
is  severely  censured  by  the  opposition. 

The  ages  of  ministers  are  as  follows: 


Viscount  Melbourne  60 

Baron  Cottenham  58 

Viscount  Duncannon  58 

Marquis  of  Normanby  42 

Earl  Minto  57 

Lord  Holland  60 


We  have  not  the  means  at  hand  of  ascertaining 
the  ages  of  the  other  members  of  the  cabinet. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  know  how  far  some  of  the 
leaders  of  the  opposition  have  got  along  in  life;  we 
therefore  set  down  some  of  them. 

Lord  Wellington  is  70  years  old. 

Lord  Lyndhurst,  who  is  son  of  John  Copley,  the 
distinguished  portrait  painter,  was  born  in  Boston  in 
4772,  and  is  67  years  old. 

Lord  Brougham  is  60. 

Earl  Duriiam,  J.  G.  Larnbton,  47. 

The  oldest  peer  of  England  is  baron  Scharadale, 
who  was  born  in  1751,  and  is  consequently  88  years 
old.  The  earl  of  Westmoreland  is  one  year  young- 
er. [ Salem  Gaz. 

Longevity.  Marshfield,  (Mass.)  vs.  Scarbo- 
rough, (Me.)  We  find  in  the  Bangor  Whig  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Mr.  Adam  Rogers,  whose  family 
pride  appears  (o  have  been  aroused  by  the  publica- 
tion of  the  case  he  refers  to. 
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To  the  editors  of  the  Whig  # Courier: 

Gents:  Having  seen  in  the  Wesleyan  Journal  of 
the  25th  ult.  a notice  of  a case  of  remarkable  longe- 
vity in  a family  that  originated  in  Scarborough  in 
this  state,  the  children  of  which  were  eleven  in 
number,  two  of  whom  are  still  living,  eight  having 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  I take  the  liberty 
to  send  you  a notice  of  another  case,  which  though 
not  exactly  of  the  kind,  is  in  my  belief,  more  remarka- 
ble. 

JMy  father’s  family  were  all  born  and  brought  up 
in  Marshfield,  Massachusetts,  and  consisted  of  six 
brothers  and  four  sisters.  The  following  died  at  the 


ages  set  against  their  names. 

Timothy  Rogers  100  years 

Israel  Rogers  105  “ 

Peleg  Rogers  107  “ 

Amos  Rogers  85  “ 

Zacheus  Rogers  97  “ 

Adam  Rogers  (my  father)  104  “ 

Lydia  Lewis  90  “ 

Betsey  Tolman  if  living,  is  about  100  “ 

I have  not  heard  of  her  dealt). 

Eunice  Ford  died  last  year  100  “ 

Jane  Oldham  if  living  upwards  of  100  “ 

Making  their  aggregate  ages  988  “ 


It  is  probable  that  Betsey  Tolman  and  Jane  Old- 
ham died  a few  years  since.  If  so  it  will  reduce 
the  amount  somewhat.  Will  some  one  in  Massa- 
chusetts who  may  known  the  fact  inform  me  if  they 
are  dead,  when  they  died,  by  letter  adressed,  Ban- 
gor, Maine,  directed  to  me.  Adam  Rogers. 

First  Arkansas  caravan  to  Mexico.  About 
the  1st  of  May,  a caravan  with  40  men  and  18  wa- 
gons, besides  a number  of  mules,  left  Van  Buren,  in 
the  state  of  Arkansas,  fitted  out  by  Messrs.  Pickett 
& Gregg,  of  that  place,  bound  on  a land  voyage  to 
Chihuahau,  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  with  an  as- 
sorted stock  of  merchandise,  principally  dry  goods. 
About  40  U.  S.  dragoons,  under  the  command  of 
lieut.  Bowman,  were  to  meet  them  at  camp  Holmes, 
on  the  Canadian,  150  miles  west  of  Fort  Gibson,  to 
escort  the  caravan  a portion  of  its  journey  through 
the  country  of  the  wild  Indians. 

The  distance  from  Van  Buren  to  Chihuahua  is 
about  700  miles;  but  as  that  town  is  not  a port  of 
entry,  the  caravan  will  necessarily  first  perform  a 
journey  to  Santa  Fe,  nearly  600  miles  out  of  its 
way,  in  order  to  enter  their  goods  at  the  custom 
house.  Suitable  representations  were  made  to  the 
Mexican  minister  at  Washington  during  the  late  ses- 
sion of  congress,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  Chi- 
hauhua  being  soon  made  a port  of  entry,  which  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  transmission  of  merchandise  to 
that  portion  of  the  Mexican  dominions,  where  they 
must  be  greatly  needed — the  recent  blockade  by  the 
French  having  been  the  means  of  keeping  the  whole 
country  destitute  of  the  necessary  and  ordinary  goods 
for  wearing  apparel.  [.Arkansas  Guzetle. 

The  fire  at  Port  Gibson.  The  following  ac- 
count of  the  late  disastrous  fire  at  Port  Gibson,  is  ta- 
ken from  a letter  written  by  a gentleman  at  Grand 
Gulf,  to  a gentleman  in  New  Orleans. 

“The  fire  occurred  about  eleven  o’clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  1st  inst.  and  originated  in  a kitchen, 
in  the  rear  of,  and  adjoining  the  store  and  dwelling  of 
the  Messrs.  Andersons.  Commencing  near  the  centre 
of  the  square,  it  spread  in  both  directions,  and  the 
wind  being  very  high  at  the  time,  it  was  soon  found 
impossible  to  stay  its  ravages.  Its  progress  was  rapid, 
almost  beyond  conception;  and  in  a few  hours  the 
whole  business  portion  of  the  town,  toge’her  with  most 
of  the  public  buildings,  were  one  complete  mass  of 
smouldering  ruins.  The  sufferers  are  the  Messrs.  H. 
& H.  O.  Anderson;  Moore,  Burroughs  & Co.;  Wells 
& Person;  Bush  &.  Elmer;  R.  Parkinson;  Kelly  & 
Boyd;  Thomas  & McGill;  Moody  & Man;  T.  D. 
Jeffries;  A.  J.  Bodewell;  Merrifield  and  Dillon;  and 
J.  R.  Wright,  merchants.  The  goods  were  saved  in 
some  instances  almost  without  loss.  The  Messrs.  An- 
dersons, and  Moore,  Burroughs  & Co.  being  the  prin- 
cipal sutferers  at  that  time.  The  Bank  of  Port  Gibson 
is  amongst  the  burned,  but  saved  all  her  books,  papers, 
and  every  thing  of  value,  as  also,  did  the  court  house 
and  post  office.  The  principal  loss  in  buildings  will 
fall  upon  J.  Luring,  esq.  Passamore  Hodges,  Mr.  Wal- 
ker, Pierson  & Co.  and  the  Messrs.  Andersons.  The 
insurance,  we  understand,  was  only  partial,  not  ex- 
ceeding perhaps  one-third  of  the  real  value  on  the  real 
estate.  The  private  residences  burned,  did  not  exceed 
three  or  four,  and  those  comparatively  but  of  moderate 
value.  It  is  impossible  at  present  to  estimate  the  real 
loss;  but  it  probably  will  not  fall  far  short  of  $300,000, 
and  may  exceed  it. 

Sully’s  Victoria.  The  controversy  between 
-Mr.  Sully  and  the  St.  George’s  society  of  Philadel- 
phia, relative  to  the  property  of  the  portrait  of 
Victoria,  as  we  announced  some  time  since,  has  been 
settled  by  arbitration.  As  the  case  is  one  of  interest 


to  artists,  we  copy  some  particulars  in  regard  to  it. 
The  facts  admitted  are: 

1st.  That  Sully  contracted,  for  a stipulated  sum, 
to  paint  a picture  of  queen  Victoria  for  the  St. 
George’s  society  of  Philadelphia. 

2d.  That  upon  the  examination  of  witnesses  on 
general  usage  was  established  proving  the  right  of  an 
artist  to  exhibit  a picture  taken  on  such  a contract. 

Mr.  Sully  on  his  return  from  Europe  attempting 
to  exhibit  the  picture  for  his  own  benefit,  an  injunc- 
tion was  obtained,  which  ended  by  submission  to  an 
arbitration  composed  of  Messrs.  Horace  Binney, 
Wm.  Rawle,  and  T.  I.  Wharton,  esqrs. 

The  complicated  questions  arising,  were — 

1st.  Does  an  artist  contracting  for  a specific  piece 
of  art,  for  a specific  person  or  society,  own  the  idea 
of  it,  so  as  to  multiply  copies  himself,  and  to  pro- 
hibit the  purchaser  of  it  from  taking  an  engraving 
from  it,  or  multiplying  copies  of  it? 

2d.  Can  the  artist  nave  a copy  right  of  a picture, 
he  thus  contracted  to  take  for  another? 

3d.  Has  he  the  right  to  exhibit  what  is  called  the 
original  picture,  after  the  time  when  it  is  ready  for 
delivery,  and  when  he  is  by  contract  bound  to  de- 
liver it. 

It  was  contended  for  the  St.  George’s  society,  that 
in  ordering  the  painting  they  ordered  it  for  a chari- 
table exhibition,  and  contracted  for  a full  property  in 
it.  One  of  its  elements  of  value  was  that  it  should 
be  unique.  Copies  of  it  would  diminish  its  value. 
The  suggestion  of  the  subject  was  by  the  society. 
The  idea  was  theirs. 

It  was  contended  for  Mr.  Sully,  that  he  had  as 
much  right  to  a copy  right  of  his  picture  as  a writer 
of  his  book,  or  a patentee  of  his  patent,  and  granting 
that  the  onginal  was  theirs,  the  study  was  his,  of 
which,  it  being  his  idea,  he  had  a right  to  make  as 
many  copies  as  he  chose. 

A majority  of  the  arbitrators,  Mr.  Wharton  dis- 
senting, decided: — 

1.  We  do  award,  and  adjudge,  that  the  society  of 
the  Sons  of  St.  George  shall  forthwith  pay  to  Thos. 
Sully,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  said 
Thomas  Sully  shall  thereupon  forthwith  deliver  to 
the  society  of  the  Sons  of  St.  George,  the  full  length 
picture  of  queen  Victoria,  in  her  coronation  robes, 
painted  by  the  said  Thos.  Sully  for  the  said  society. 

2.  And  we  do  further  award,  order,  and  adjudge 
that  upon  such  delivery,  the  said  corporation  shall 
become  and  remain  the  absolute  owners  of  the  said 
picture,  to  dispose  of  the  same  as  they  shall  see  fit, 
but  that  they  are  not,  and  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be 
the  assignees  or  owners  of  the  design  or  invention  of 
the  said  picture,  and  shall  not  have  authority  to  ob- 
tain a copy  right  for  an  engraving  thereof. 

3.  And  we  do  further  award,  order,  and  adjudge 
that  the  full  length  picture  of  queen  Victoria  in  her 
coronation  robes,  painted  by  the  said  Thomas  Sully, 
for  his  own  use,  shall  be  retained  by  him,  and  that 
he  is  and  shall  be  and  remain  the  absolute  owner 
thereof,  to  dispose  of  the  same  as  he  shall  see  fit;  and 
that  he  is  and  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  author  and 
exclusive  owner  of  the  invention  and  design  of  the 
same,  and  also  of  the  design  and  invention  of  the 
picture  to  be  delivered  as  aforesaid  to  the  society  of 
the  Sons  of  St.  George,  with  all  the  rights  inci- 
pient to  the  said  authorship  and  ownership. 

Jewelry.  The  Salem  Gazette  remarks  that 
scarcely  any  branch  of  manufacture  has  advanced 
more  rapidly  and  steadily  in  this  country,  during  the 
last  twenty  years,  than  that  of  articles  of  jewelry. 
In  1820  it  might  be  said,  with  almost  literal  truth, 
that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  manufactured  in  the 
United  States.  But  now,  much  the  larger  part,  of 
all  the  more  rich  and  solid  articles  are  made  in  this 
country.  There  are  very  good  and  extensive  as- 
sortments in  the  stores,  where  not  a single  specimen 
of  foreign  jewelry  is  to  be  found.  Articles  ot  En- 
glish manufacture  are  entirely  superseded  by  the 
superior  skill  and  taste  of  our  workmen;  but  there 
are  some  sorts  of  work  done  by  the  French  jewelers, 
which  cannot  be  equalled  here.  Those  are  all  the 
mock  and  counterfeit  articles  which  make  the  show 
of  solid  gold,  with  an  incredibly  small  quantity  of 
the  precious  substance.  The  English  and  American 
workmen  excel  in  the  more  rich  and  solid  fabrics, 
while  the  French  excel  in  the  more  specious  and 
fragile  commodities. 

Blue  laws.  An  individual  was  convicted  yes- 
terday morning  at  the  police  court,  of  violating  a 
law  of  the  commonwealth, which  forbids  the  perform- 
ance of  any  work  or  labor  on  Sunday,  which  is 
not  a work  of  necessity  or  mercy.  It  appeared  that 
the  defendant  did  dig  about  forty  or  fifty  holes  in  his 
garden  on  Sunday  the  2d  of  June,  in  which  potatoes 
were  afterwards  planted.  The  complainant,  named 
Dilloway,  lived  next  neighbor  to  him,  and  had  a sink 
or  drain  emptying  into  tne  premises  of  the  delend- 
ant,  which  had  been  stopped  by  the  digging,  and  yet 


the  complainant  proved  no  right  to  drain  his  water 
in  that  direction. 

It  was  proved  for  the  defendant  that  he  was  a re- 
spectable, hard  working  man,  employed  as  a team- 
ster in  Ager’s  foundry,  at  south  Boston — that  he  had 
to  work  from  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  night 
and  often  in  the  evening — that  his  family  had  been 
sick,  and  that  he  was  reduced  in  his  circumstances. 
Notwithstanding  this,  judge  Simmons  ruled  that  the 
digging  might  have  been  done  on  some  other  day, 
and  as  the  law  was  peremptory,  he  could  do  not 
otherwise  than  find  the  defendant  guilty,  and  find 
him  as  low  as  possible,  two  dollars  and  costs.  The 
complainant  admitted  on  the  stand  that  he  had  ini- 
mical feelings  towards  the  defendant.  According  to 
this  law  there  is  no  printer  of  a daily  paper  in  this 
city  that  is  not  liable,  with  all  his  journeymen  and 
boys,  to  be  brought  before  the  police  court  every 
Monday  morning  and  fined.  [Boston  Courier. 

Washington  encampment.  We  learn  from  the 
Trenton  Emporium  that  on  the  11th  inst.  amounted 
detachment  of  the  United  States  dragoons,  numbering 
between  80  and  90  men  from  the  Carlisle  barracks 
under  command  of  capt.  E.  V.  Sumner  of  the  1st  dra, 
goons  arrived  at  the  encampment.  They  are  fine  look 
ing  men  and  had  noble  horses. 

There  are  now  about  seven  hundred  men  in  the  en- 
campment. It.  is  rumored  that  the  troops  in  expectan- 
cy from  Florida,  will  not  arrive.  The  liability  of  re- 
newed attacks  from  the  Indians,  will  perhaps  detain 
them. 

The  Trenton  State  Gazette  of  Friday  the  14th  inst. 
states  that  the  troops  drill  in  companies  twice  a day, 
and  parade  about  half  an  hour  before  sundown.  At 
the  parade  on  Monday,  a soldier  whom  the  spectators 
had  observed  bound  to  a tree,  was  brought  out  before 
the  troops  drawn  up  in  a line,  and  an  officer  read  that 
he  had  been  found  guilty  of  deserting  his  post  while  in 
Florida,  and  that  he  was  sentenced  to  be  shot  in  the 
presence  of  the  army.  The  spectators  who  had  visited 
the  camp  for  amusement,  began  to  think  they  were 
about  to  see  a tragedy  until  the  officer  announced  that 
the  president  had  commuted  the  punishment  to  confine 
ment  at:  hard  labor  in  menial  service  about  the  army, 
during  the  whole  term  of  his  enlistment,  to  have  an  iron 
chain  and  ball  fastened  to  his  leg,  to  be  allowed  no 
more  clothing  than  was  absolutely  necessary,  to  receive 
no  pay,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  to  be  dishon- 
orably discharged. 

Free  negroes.  The  New  Orleans  Bulletin  states 
that  the  law  of  Louisiana  which  prohibits  free  negroes 
from  entering  or  residing  within  the  limits  of  that  state, 
under  severe  penalties,  was  enforced  a few  days  ago, 
under  the  following  circumstances: 

A free  woman  of  color  named  Jane  Richardson,  was 
indicted  for  being  found  within  the  state  after  receiving 
a notice  to  remove  within  sixty  days.  The  attorney 
general  conducted  the  prosecution  in  person.  He  recit- 
ed the  law  to  the  jury,  and  introduced  evidence  to 
prove  the  allegations  of  the  indictment.  On  the  part 
of  the  prisoner  it  was  shown  that  she  had  been  several 

ears  in  the  state,  during  which  time  her  deportment 

ad  been  correct  and  praiseworthy.  Upon  these  facts 
Lhe  case  was  submitted  to  the  jury.  After  a short  time 
they  brought  in  a verdict  of  guilty — in  accordance  with 
which  she  must  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  at  hard 
labor  for  one  year.  This  is  the  first  trial  of  the  kind 
and  at  the  request  of  a humane  officer  to  the  criminal 
court,  we  are  induced  to  give  publicity  to  the  proceed- 
ings, in  order  that  the  numerous  class  of  persons  now 
in  the  city  liable  to  a similar  conviction,  may  make  their 
escape  before  it  is  too  late. 

The  law  provides  that  for  the  second  offence  the  pu- 
nishment shall  be  imprisonment  for  life. 

The  late  Dit.  Cooper.  From  the  Charleston  (S. 
C.)  Telescope.  We  announced,  in  our  last,  the  death 
of  Dr.  Cooper,  and  must  now  say  something  in  regard 
to  him.  His  name  has  been  before  the  public,  at- 
tracting a good  deal  of  attention,  for  sixty  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  there  is  scarely  any  department  of  in- 
tellectual exertion  with  which  it  has  not  been  connected. 

For  the  extent  and  multifariousness  of  his  know- 
ledge, he  was  indeed  a very  extraordinary  man.  He 
published  works  on  law,  medicine,  medical  jurispru- 
dence, political  economy,  and  was  a habitual  writer 
upon  current  politics.  He  translated  Justinian  and 
Broussais.  He  received  an  honorary  diploma  of  doc- 
tor of  medicine  from  the  university  ot  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  a judge  of  the  court  of  common  law  of  that 
state.  He  was  at  one  time  professor  of  chemistry  in 
the  college  of  Carlisle — was  offered  the  same  chair  in 
the  university  of  Virginia,  by  his  friend  Mr.  Jefferson, 
and  subsequently  filled  it  in  the  college  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Of  the  last  he  became  president,  upon  the  death 
of  Dr.  Maxey;  and  by  order  of  the  trustees,  lectured 
on  chemistry,  geology,  and  political  economy.  To 
these  encyclopedia  acquirements  and  occupations,  he 
added  a large  acquaintance  with  elegant  literature. 

The  predominant  qualities  of  Dr.  Cooper’s  intellec- 
tual character  were  intrepidity  and  activity.  His 
mind  coursed  the  whole  field  of  learning  with  untiring 
rapidity.  It  incessently  sought  for  knowledge;  not 
with  any  apparent  drudgery  or  toil,  but,  up  to  the  last 
moments  of  his  life,  with  that  youghtful  and  fresh 
alacrity  which  belongs  to  the  pursuits  of  pleasure.  He 
did  not  hesitate  to  follow  his  reasoning  wherever  it  led, 
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and  what  he  thought  he  said.  Authority  had  but  little 
weight  with  him.  He  always  endeavored  to  apply  the 
touchstone  of  reason  to  every  proposition,  and  to  judge 
of  it  by  that  test  alone. 

His  multifarious  studies,  and  his  uncommonly  wide 
observation  of  society,  had  enriched  his  memory  with 
vast  stores  of  useful  and  agreeable  topics;  and  these, 
combined  with  a cheerful  temper,  asocial  spirit,  and  a 
most  pleasant  style  of  conversation,  rendered  hint  a 
most  delightful  companion.  He  was  an  admirable 
talker — terse,  epigramadc,  gay,  and  instructive.  He 
was  rarely  in  a company  in  which  he  did  not  say 
the  (rest  tntng  that  was  uttered.  His  conversation  was 
illustrated  by  well  turned  anecdotes,  ornamented  by 
sparkling  classical  allusions,  and  enriched  by  sensible 
and  judicious  remarks.  His  temper  was  most  agreea- 
ble, and  his  whole  maniere  d’  etre  distinguished  by  a 
pervading  bon  hommie,  and  kindliness  of  nature.  He 
was  benevolent,  friendly,  and  impulsive;  prompt  to  do 
a good  turn,  “to  spread  friendships  and  to  cover 
hearts.’’  He  was  fond  of  children,  addicted  to  pets, 
and  kind  to  servants.  Throughout  his  whole  behavior 
there  was  a winning  simplicity  and  directness;  always 
agreeable  but  in  one  of  his  age,  learning  and  abilities 
peculiarly  captivating.  He  resided  amongst  us  for  the 
last  twenty  years,  and  we  doubt  whether  he  has  ever 
been  known  to  manifest  a feeling  of  personal  unkind- 
ness towards  any  individual. 

Whether  his  labors  in  the  cause  of  science  and 
liberty  shall  give  a lasting  memory  to  his  name,  we 
shall  not  undertake  to  judge;  but  we  confidently  say 
that  he  will  long  be  recollected  by  those  who  knew  him 
with  affection  and  respect  As  he  honored  us  with 
his  friendship,  and  received  in  return  our  love  ad  ad- 
miration, it  was  gratifying  to  us  to  see  the  firmness  and 
equanimity  with  which  he  sustained  himself  through  a 
long  and  painful  sickness,  and  the  resignation  with 
which  he  watched  the  slow  and  certain  approach  of 
death. 

Newspaper  credits.  From  the  Cincinnati  Chroni- 
cle. We  observe  a notice  that  a newspaper  convention 
is  to  be  held,  or  has  been  held,  at  some  time,  or  some 
where.  It  is  no  matter.  Conventions  are  of  no  mo- 
ment anywhere. 

But  this  reminds  us  of  one  small  matter,  which  pub- 
lishers, editors,  printers,  readers  and  all  should  join 
hand  in  hand  about.  It  is  the  substitution  of  cash  for 
credit,  in  the  newspaper  system.  This  change  would 
do  more  for  the  interests  of  all  concerned  in  the  peri- 
odical press,  than  all  other  things  put  together.  It 
would  save  many  publishers  from  ruin,  and  would  in- 
crease the  remuneration  and  respect  paid  to  the  news- 
paper press. 

Some  of  the  evils  of  credit  for  newspaper  subscrip- 
tions are  these. 

In  the  first  olace  the  sums  to  be  collected  are  too 
small  and  too  much  scattered  to  admit  of  collection  with- 
out very  great  expense  in  the  collection,  even  when 
promptly  paid. 

In  the  next  place,  during  the  time  for  which  credit  is 
given,  numerous  changes  take  place  among  the  sub- 
scribers by  which  a positive  loss  accrues.  Accord- 
ing to  the  postmasters’  brief  epistles,  some  are  dead, 
some  are  gone  to  Texas,  some  to  Illinois  or  Iowa,  and 
lias  not  told  where,  and  some  are  seized  with  a very 
short  memory,  and  forget  they  ever  subscribed.  In 
most  newspaper  establishments,  in  the  interior,  this 
class  of  persons  amount  to  one-fourth  the  whole  num- 
ber of  subscribers.  As  an  example  of  the  effects  pro- 
duced by  this  system,  we  are  told  there  are  two  news- 
paper establishments  at  the  east,  one  of  which  has 
$100,000  of  bad  debts  accumulated  in  this  manner, 
and  the  other  $60,000. 

But  the  evil  effects  of  this  system,  are  not  confined 
to  one  side  of  the  question. 

The  people  lose  a great  deal  in  this  way.  Mean 
publishers  often  send  their  papers  to  gentlemen  wdio 
never  subscribed,  but  who  are  unwilling  to  tell  the 
proprietor,  they  will  not  take  his  paper;  and  because 
the  cash  is  not  called  for,  let  it  slip  along  from  day  to 
day,  till  by  and  bye,  he  is  saddled  with  a bill,  without 
ever  ordering  the  paper.  Had  it  been  the  cash  system, 
he  would  have  given  a decided  no,  as  he  now  does  to 
a further  continuance  of  his  paper. 

But,  further,  so  great  is  the  loss  and  risk  in  making 
collections  that  the  publisher  can  always  afford  a larg- 
er discount  to  the  subscriber,  than  the  money  is  worth 
to  him.  This  is  usually  20  per  cent,  and  the  loss  to 
the  bona  fide  subscribers  to  papers  in  the  United 
States,  is,  in  the  aggregate,  an  immense  sum. 

There  is  every  reason,  then,  both  to  the  proprietors 
and  the  public,  why  newspaper  credits  should  be  abo- 
lished. 

The  true  plan  is  to  sell  papers  as  any  other  article  is 
sold,  and  if  credit  is  to  be  given,  let  it  be  given  whole- 
sale to  the  responsible  agants  who  may  undertake 
their  distribution. 

Inhuman  act.  Yesterday  morning  a small  negro 
boy,  said  to  be  owned  by  a Mr.  Bertram  of  the  third 
municipality,  slipped  and  fell  on  a part  of  the  asphal- 
tum,  pavement  still  soft,  but  in  a partially  cool  state, 
leaving  the  slight  impression  of  his  hands,  on  the  sur- 
face of  it. — One  of  the  men,  employed  in  preparing  the 
bitumen,  perceiving  the  lad  prostrate,  and  probably  ir- 
ritated at  his  carelessness,  clutched  him  in  his  arms, 
and  running  with  him  to  that  portion  of  the  street, 
where  the  molten  liquid  was  being  poured,  thrust 
bath  his  hands  into  it1 


The  agony  of  the  young  negro  must  have  been  ex- 
crutiating:  for  he  roared  at  the  utmost  extension  of  his 
lungs;  ran  through  the  streets,  as  if  deprived  of  rea- 
son rubbing  his  hands  to  no  purpose,  as  the  boiling 
substance,  acted  on  by  the  cool  air.  only  adhered  the 
closer!  Where  he  fled  to  we  could  not  ascertain;  his 
shrieks  still  ring  on  the  ears  of  those  who  saw  and 
heard  him! 

A gentleman  who  was  a witness  to  the  transaction 
immediately  went  for  the  police,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  unfeeling  and  callous  hearted  perpetrator 
arrested,  but  meeting  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  mu- 
nicipality, on  his  way  to  the  guard  house,  he  detailed 
to  him  the  circumstances,  when  the  alderman  request- 
ed him  to  keep  watch  on  the  ruffian,  while  he  repaired 
to  the  police  station.  This  was  done;  but  the  fellow 
became  apprehensive  of  the  consequences,  and  bolted; 
the  gentleman  followed  close  after  him,  until  he  reach- 
ed Royal  street,  when  he  met  the  alderman  accompa- 
nied by  some  of  the  police,  and  pointed  out  the  perpe- 
trator to  them.  Chase  was  given  but  to  no  purpose,  as 
he  succeeded  in  effecting  his  escape,  either  by  entering 
a house  or  secreting  himself  in  some  back  place. 

We  know  not  by  what  process  the  bitumen  can  be 
removed  from  the  hands  of  the  negro,  and  think,  the 
only  mode  of  accomplishing  it  will  be,  by  tearing  it  off, 
and  bringing  the  skin  of  the  hands  with  it!  For  the 
sake  of  humanity,  we  hope  the  unfeeling  scoundrel 
may  not  escape  the  punishment  that  such  an  atrocious 
act  so  justly  merits;  indeed,  one  of  the  witnesses  of 
itis_so  indignant,  that  he  has  determined  on  keeping  a 
strict  look  out  for,  and  having  the  ruffian  handed  over 
to  justice.  \Lousiaman. 

Printing.  A curious  legend  exists  relative  to  the 
discovery  of  printing.  On  evening  of  the  fiftieth  cen- 
tury, Faust  was  travelling  towards  a town  in  Germa- 
ny. Just  before  him  rode  a traveller  on  horseback. 
The  shoes  of  his  horse  left  on  the  even  soft  ground, 
distinct  and  regular  impressions  repeated  with  axact- 
ness  each  step.  Faust  observed  this.  The  next  day 
printing  was  invented. 

There  is  a similar  account  given  of  the  discovery  of 
lithography,  which  took  place  only  forty  }'ears  ago. 

One  night  Aloys  Senefelder,  chorist  of  the  Munich 
threatre,  entered  his  small  room,  with  three  things  in  his 
hand — a hone  for  razors,  an  order  to  draw  his  month’s 
pay,  and  a printer’s  ball  charged  with  printing  ink  for 
it  was  he  who  made  on  the  threatre  checks  the  little 
mark  changed  each  time  to  prevent  fraud.  Scarcely 
had  he  laid  the  order  on  the  mantel  before  it  was 
blown  off  and  fell  into  a basin  of  water.  Aloys 
snatched  up  the  precious  paper,  wiped  it,  and  replacing 
it  on  the  mantel  piece,  put  on  it,  to  prevent  its  being 
blown  away,  the  new  razor  hone,  which  on  the  way  had 
rubbed  against  the  ball.  The  black  marks  made  by  this 
contact  were  observed  next  day,  transferred  with  ad- 
mirable precision  to  the  damp  paper.  The  chorist, 
Aloys  Senefelder,  observed  this,  and  lithography  was 
invented. 

Earl  of  Stirling.  We  noticed  recently,  among 
other  items  of  foreign  intelligence,  that,  a gentleman 
calling  himself  the  earl  of  Stirling,  and  assuming  the  • 
possession  of  the  Canadas  and  part  of  Maine,  with 
power  to  create  baronets,  under  a charter  granted  by 
Charles  I,  in  1639,  was  under  trial  for  forgery,  some  of 
the  documents  to  autenticate  this  claim,  having  proved 
false.  The  result  of  this  strange  trial  has  been  to  put 
an  extinguisher  on  his  claims,  without  its  having  ap- 
peared that  he  had  been  privy  to  the  forgery.  His 
chief  claim  was  founded  on  a document  written,  (or 
said  to  be  written)  in  1706,  on  the  back  of  an  old  map 
of  Canada,  published  1703.  But  this  map  was  one  by 
De  Lesle,  who  was  appointed  geographer  to  the  king 
of  France  in  1718,  and,  still  taking  impressions  from 
the  plate  of  1703,  added,  under  his  name,  the  words 
“geographer  to  the  king’’  retaining  the  date  of  1703,  to 
fix  the  commencement  of  his  copyright.  The  earl  of 
Stirling’s  map  was  one  with  the  addition  i f “geogra- 
herto  the  king”  to  be  Lesle’s  title,  and  could  not  have 
een  published  until  1718.  Of  course,  then  it  could  not 
have  been  in  existence  in  1706,  and  the  writings  on 
its  map,  thus  dated,  mast  have  been  forgeries.— One 
curious  part  of  the  affair  was  that  the  earl  of  Stirling, 
on  the  failure  of  a trial  in  the  Scottish  court,  had  gone 
to  Paris  and  made  acquaintance  with  an  ancient  for- 
tune teller,  named  Mademoiselle  Le  Normand.  It 
was  she  who  had  procured  him  the  additional  docu- 
ments on  which  he  again  brought  forward  his  claims. 
These  she  said,  had  been  anonymously  forwarded  to  her 
through  the  post.  To  her  he  had  given  a bond  for 
400,000  francs,  payable  in  case  that  he  obtained  his 
property,  and  the  recognition  of  his  title.  It  is  sus- 
pected that  she  forged  them.  She  was  upwards  of 
70  at  the  time.  The  forgeries  are  said  to  have  been 
inimitable.  [ Pottsville  Journal. 

Thread.  On  a late  visit  to  Pawtucket,  we  called  at 
the  thread  manufacturing  establishment  of  capt.  N.  B. 
G.  Dexter  & Son,  and  were  astonished  to  see  to  what 
perfection  the  manufacture  of  thread  had  arrived  in 
this  country.  The  whole  of  this  extensive  concern  is 
under  the  control  of  capt.  Dexter,  who  by  his  perseve- 
rance, untiring  industry  and  enterprise,  has  brought 
this  branch  of  American  industry  so  near  to  perfection. 
They  employ  five  cotton  mills  in  the  manufacture  of 
thread,  which  gives  employment  to  200  hands,  exclu- 
sive of  those  under  their  immediate  control.  They 
manufacture  $130,000  worth  of  thread  per  annum,  of 
the  finest  and  moat  beautiful  texture,  equal  in  every  re- 


spect to  any  made  in  this  country.  The  manufacture 
of  thread  in  Pawtucket,  of  which  there  are  several  ex- 
cellent establishments,  has  a most  entirely  taken  the 
place  of  the  threads  formerly  imported  from  England. 

[. Providence  Journal. 

Law  of  copy-right.  U.  S.  circuit  court — 
judge  Beits  presiding.  An  application  was  made  to 
the  court  last  week  to  obtain  an  injunction  to  re- 
strain Mr.  Collier  from  selling  a cheap  edition  of 
captain  Marriatt’s  new  novel,  “The  Phanlom  Ship,” 
on  the  ground  that  the  copy-right  had  been  purchas- 
ed from  the  author  by  Carey  & Hart.  It  was  con- 
tended in  lavorof  the  application  that  captain  Mar- 
riatt  was,  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the  copy-right, 
a resident  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  there- 
fore had  a right,  under  the  law  of  1831,  to  dispose 
of  his  works  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other 
American  citizen. 

Against  the  application  it  was  urged  that  captain 
Marriatt  was  not  a resident  of  the  country,  and 
therefore  not  entitled  to  avail  himself  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law.  Captain  Marriatt,  it  was  stated, 
came  to  this  country  in  the  spring  of  1837,  and 
travelled  over  a considerable  part  of  the  country. 
He  visited  Philadelphia  during  his  stay  in  the 
country,  and  w'hile  there,  filed  a declaration  of  his 
intention  to  become  a citizen  of  the  United  States.  It 
appeared  that  during  I he  whole  of  the  time  he  was 
in  this  country,  he  not  only  considered  himself  a 
British  subject,  but  was  an  officer  in  the  British 
navy,  and  that  during  the  trouble  in  Canada  last 
year,  he  offered  his  services  to  be  employed  as  an 
officer  in  the  provincial  army. 

The  judge  said  that  the  only  question  for  the 
court  (o  decide  was  whether  captain  Marriatt  was 
a resident  of  the  country.  The  term  resident  had 
been  decided  to  mean  a permanent  inhabitant  of  the 
state.  It  was  evident  that  a man,  w'ho  was  a mere 
transient  visitant,  whose  family,  business,  inten- 
tions and  relations  were  all  abroad  could  not  be 
considered  a resident,  and  the  filing  a declaration  of 
an  intention  to  become  a citizen,  could  not  make 
him  one.  The  court  therefore  decided  against  (he 
application.  [N.  Y.  Express. 


Internal  improvements  in  the  west.  There  are 
constructing  in  the  five  western  states  of  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, Indiana,  Illinois  and  Michigan: 


Of  canals,  about  1,250  miles. 

Of  slackwater  navigation,  750  “ 

Of  rail  roads,  1,540  “ 

Of  McAdam  roads.  1,400  “ 

Total,  4940 


Making  in  the  general  aggregate  of  work  to  which 
the  states  are  parties,  about  five  thousand  miles  of  arti- 
ficial communications. 

Of  laborers  directly  employed  on  the  works,  there  is 
supposed  to  be,  at.  the  lowest  estimate,  not  less  than 
twenty  thousand,  during  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
year.  If  to  these  we  add  the  numerous  body  of  pub- 
lic officers,  engineers,  contractors,  agents,  storekeep- 
ers, and  the  ordinary  proportion  of  families,  we  shall 
find  a population  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand,  who  are  dependant  upon  the  public  works 
of  the  western  states.  The  expenditures  now  annual- 
ly amount  to  between  four  and  five  millions  of  dollars, 
and  the  sum  total  of  money  solemnly  pledged  byle-, 
gislative  enactments  lo  the  completion  of  these  works 
with  what  has  already  been  expended  on  them,  is  at 
least  the  enormous  sum  of  forty-eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars. To  this  sum  we  may  add  at  least  five  millions 
pledged  on  the  part  of  individuals,  and  large  sums  for 
the  completion  of  the  national  road.  Of  this  aggra- 
gate  about  ten  million  have  already  been  expended, 
and  it  is  within  bounds  to  say,  that  an  amount  fully 
equal  to  the  sum  total  will  be  expended  on  these  and 
other  similar  undertakings  within  the  next  eight  years. 


The  license  law  of  Massachusetts.  On 
Friday  the  14th  instant,  the  case  of  George  C.  Ja- 
cobs, who  had  been  convicted  in  the  police  court  of 
Boston,  for  a violation  of  the  license  law,  fined  $10, 
and  refused  to  pay  the  fine,  came  again  before  the 
court,  on  some  legal  objections,  raised  by  the  de- 
fendant’s counsel,  to  the  legality  of  the  process  of 
imprisonment,  which  had  been  issued  for  the  non- 
payment. The  case  created  great  excitement,  and 
several  thousand  people  were  collected  about  the 
court  house  to  learn  the  result.  On  a full  hearing, 
the  court  were  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that  the 
defendant  ought  to  be  imprisoned  in  default  of  pay- 
ing the  fine,  but  deferred  the  expression  of  a final 
opinion  on  one  point  in  (he  case,  until  the  follow- 
ing Monday — when  the  defendant  would  have  to 
pay  the  fine,  or  go  to  prison,  or  have  the  benefit  of 
a writ  of  habeas  corpus  before  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court.  Meantime,  the  defendant 
was  discharged  on  his  own  recognizance,  with  a 
bond  for  $50  for  his  appearance,  on  Monday  at  9 
o’clock.  The  defendant  left  court  and  was  received 
into  a barouch  writh  four  horses,  which  was  in  rea- 
diness for  him. 
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MUNICIPAL  EXPENDITURES  OF  NEW  YORK. 

From  a report  made  to  the  common  council  of  New 
York,  by  a committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
city  expenditures,  it  appears  that  within  the  last 
eight  years,  the  taxes  levied  to  meet  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  city  council  have  nearly  irebled. 
In  1S30,  the  taxes  assessed  amounted  to  $509,173, 
and  in  1833,  they  amounted  to  $1,486. 993 — an  in- 
crease, says  the  Evening  Post,  proportioned  to  the 
increase  of  population,  nearly  as  2 to  1. 

Both  real  and  personal  property  is  taxed  in  New 
York,  and  pays  the  proportion  of  60  cents  on  every 
hundred  dollars.  In  Boston  real  and  personal  pro- 
perty pays  a tax  of  only  49  cents  on  the  hundred 
dollars;  and  in  Philadelphia,  if  personal  property 
were  taxed  as  in  the  other  two  cities,  the  taxes 
would  be  but  30  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars.  On 
real  estate,  which  alone  is  taxed,  it  is  65  cents  on 
the  hundred  dollars. 

This  vast  increase  in  the  expenditures  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  the  great  disproportion  between 
the  taxes  of  that  city  and  those  of  Philadelphia  and 
Boston,  are  attributed  to  the  wasteful  extravagance 
of  those  to  whose  hands  the  affairs  of  the  city  have 
been  trusted.  The  Post  concludes  an  article  on  the 
subject  by  saying: — 

“The  only  cause  of  all  this  is  sheer  extravagance, 
sheer  waste,  sheer  tossing  about  the  public  money 
in  wantonness,  as  monkeys  toss  about  nuts  when 
their  appetite  is  satisfied.  The  larger  a city’’  is,  the 
cheaper  should  its  municipal  affairs  be  administer- 
ed, in  proportion  to  its  riches  and  population. 
Thus  the  municipal  government  of  Philadelphia  is 
administered  with  comparatively  more  cheapness 
than  that  of  Boston,  and  the  municipal  government 
of  New  York  ought  to  be  administered  more  cheap- 
ly than  that  of  Philadelphia. 

“The  people  look  upon  the  present  common  coun- 
cil for  an  economical  reform.  The  report  of  Mr.  Tal- 
madge  shows  that  it  is  practicable,  and  points  out 
the  objects  in  regard  to  which  it  is  most  needed.” 

The  Georgia  rail  road  has  been  in  use  since 
the  1st  of  May,  1838.  During  the  first  six  months 
commencing  at  that  period,  a portion  of  the  road 
only  was  in  operation,  and  the  receipts  were  $49,691 
81.  During  the  lastsix  monthsof  the  year,  the  nett 
revenue  on  the  cost  of  that  portion  of  the  road  in 
use,  was  at  the  rate  of  eleven  per  cent,  per  annum. 
The  following  official  statement  shows  the  details: 
Statement  of  the  business  of  the  Georgia  rail  road 
for  the  six  months  ending  on  the  30th  April,  1839. 
Length  of  road  in  use — including  Warrenton 
branch  77  miles — cost  of  road,  shops,  locomotives, 
cars,  &c.  $1,100,000. 

Received  for  transportation  of 

merchandise  up,  $19,780  65 

“ “ cotton  down,  26,590  82 

“ “ passengers  up,  19,285  00 

“ “ “ down,  19,549  13 

“ “ U.  States  mail,  560  00 

“ “ sundries,  7,404  47 

Due  lor  transportion  of  Unit- 
ed States  mail,  4,682  00 

97,852  07 

Receipt  for  the  6 months  ending  30th 

October,  1S38,  49,601  81 


Total  revenue  for  the  year,  $147,453  88 

Cost  of  working  the  road  from  the  1st  May,  1838, 
to  30th  April,  1839, 

Conducting  transportation,  $21,426  94 

Motive  power,  15,497  64 

Maintenance  of  cars,  4,184  41 

Maintenance  of  way,  22,244  15 

$63,362  14 

Nett  revenue,  $84,091  74 

J.  E.  Thompson,  chief  engineer  and  agent 
Engineer’s  office,  G.  R.  R.  $ B.  Co.  May  11,  1839. 
Number  of  miles  run  by  all  the  engines,  89,701. 
The  Georgia  rail  road  is  now  completed  and  in 
use  from  Augusta  to  Greensboro’,  a distance  of  84 
miles.  There  are  also  about  46  additional  miles  of 
the  road  bed  graded,  and  the  materials  for  the  super- 
structure ol  27  miles  (with  the  exception  of  a por- 
tion of  the  iron)  delivered. 

ffhe  first  75  miles  of  the  road  are  laid  with  a 
wooden  superstructure,  and  a heavy  plate  rail  2 4-10 
inches  wide  by  8-10ths  thick — the  remainder  is 
built  with  a T rail  weighing  46  Ib3.  per  yard. 

The  main  line  of  the  road  is  168  miles  in  length, 
at  its  western  end  with  the  state  rail  road, 
which  extends  to  the  Tennessee  river,  making  a 
continuous  line  of  railway  between  the  steamboat 
navigations  ol  the  Savannah  and  Tennessee  rivers, 
-93  miles  long,  without  an  inclined  plane  requiring 
stationary  power,  or  a rise  exceeding  36  feet  per 
mile.  ° t 

From  Augusta  to  Covington,  a distance  of  133 
miles,  the  road  forms  a link  in  the  great  chain  of 


railway  communication  connecting  the  northern 
and  southern  sections  of  the  union. 

The  cost  of  the  whole  Georgia  rail  road  and  out- 
fit, including  a branch  of  40  miles  in  length  to 
Athens,  will  not  exceed  $3,300,000.  The  cost  of  the 
road  and  outfit,  &c.  from  Augusta  to  Greensboro’  is 
about  $1,250,000. 

Banks  in  Pennsylvania.  The  subjoined  bill, 
entitled  an  act  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  application 
for  banks,  passed  both  branches  of  the  legislature. 

Whereas,  by  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  amended  constitution,  it  is  provided 
that  no  corporate  body  shall  hereafter  be  created,  re- 
newed or  extended,  with  banking  or  discounting 
privileges,  without  six  months  previous  public  no- 
tice of  the  application  for  the  same,  in  such  manner 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law — therefore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  of  the  commomvealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  general  assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  whenever 
any  citizen  or  association  of  citizens  of  the  com- 
monwealth intend  to  make  application  to  the  legis- 
lature, for  the  creation,  renewal  or  extension  of  any 
corporate  body  with  banking  or  discounting  privile- 
ges, it  shall  be  their  duty  to  cause  a notice  of  such 
intended  application  to  be  advertised  in  one  paper 
printed  in  Harrisburg,  and  two  newspapers  printed 
in  the  county  in  which  such  corporate  body  is,  or  is 
intended  to  be  located,  at  least  once  a w'eek  in  each 
paper,  for  six  months  before  the  meeting  of  the  then 
next  legislature;  and  the  notice  of  such  application 
shall  specify  the  name  and  style,  the  location,  or  in- 
tended location,  and  the  amount  of  capital  of  such 
corporate  body,  and  in  the  case  of  the  renewal  or 
extension  of  any  such  corporate  body,  such  notice 
shall  also  specify  the  amount  of  increase  of  capital, 
if  any  increase  be  intended.  Provided,  that  if  there 
be  only  one  paper  printed  in  the  county  in  which 
such  corporate  body  is,  or  is  intended  to  be  located, 
the  publication  of  such  notice  in  one  paper  shall  be 
deemed  sufficient. 

Commodore  Preble.  In  Cooper’s  Naval  History 
of  the  United  States,  recently  published,  is  the  follow- 
ing anecdote  of  commodore  Preble,  illustrative  of 
some  points  in  the  character  of  that  distinguished  na- 
val officer: 

“Commodore  Preble  was  a man  of  high  temper  and 
a rigid  disciplinarian.  At  first  he  was  disliked  in  his 
own  ship — the  younger  officers  in  particular,  feeling 
the  effects  of  the  discipline,  without  having  yet  learn- 
ed to  respect  the  high  professional  qualities  for  which 
he  afterwards  became  so  distinguished.  One  night 
when  the  Constitution  was  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
she  suddenly  found  herself  along  side  of  a large  ship. 
Some  hailing  passed  without  either  party’s  giving  any 
answer.  Commodore  Preble,  who  had  taken  the 
trumpet  himself,  now  told  the  name  and  country  of 
his  ship,  and  his  own  rank.  He  then  demanded  the 
name  of  the  stranger,  adding  he  would  fire  a shot  un- 
less answered.  ‘It  you  fire  a shot  I’ll  return  a broad- 
side,’ was  the  reply.  Preble  sprang  into  his  mizzen 
rigging,  applied  the  trumpet  and  said,  ‘this  is  the  Unit- 
ed States  ship  Constitution,  a 44,  commodore  Preble, 

I am  about  to  hail  you  for  the  last  time,  if  not  answer- 
ed, I shall  fire  into  you.  What  ship  is  that.’  ‘This  is 
his  Britannic  majesty’s  ship  Donegala,  razee  of  60  guns. 
Preble  told  the  stranger  he  doubted  his  statement,  and 
should  lie  by  him  till  morning  in  order  to  ascertain  his 
real  character.  He  was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  in  a 
short  time  a boat  came  from  the  other  vessel  to  ex- 
plain. It  was  an  English  frigate,  and  the  Constitu- 
tion had  got  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  alongside  of 
her,  that  the  hesitation  about  answering  and  the  ficti- 
tious name  had  proceeded  from  a desire  to  gain  time  in 
order  to  clear  the  decks  and  get  to  quarters. 

•The  spirit  of  commodore  Preble  on  this  occasion,’ 
says  Cooper,  ‘produced  a very  favorable  impression  in 
his  own  ship.’  The  young  men  pithily  remarked,  that 
if  he  was  wrong  in  his  temper  he  was  right  in  his 
heart.” 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  notices  the  follow- 
ing action  of  Mr.  Cooper  as  omitted  in  Naval  History. 
An  action,  it  says,  occurred  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia,  between  a 
flotilla  of  barges,  &c.  fitted  out  by  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, and  a detachment  of  boats  belonging  to  the  Bri- 
tish squadron  in  the  Chesapeake.  One  of  the  most 
striking  features  in  this  action,  and  such  as  probably 
never  occurred  in  any  other  on  land  or  water,  was 
that  every  person  on  both  sides  was  either  killed  or 
wounded — not  one  escaped  injury  or  death. 

Crime  in  France.  Out  of  every  100  persons  ac- 
cused, 61  are  regularly  condemned.  Out  of  the  whole 
population,  1 in  every  4,460  inhabitants  is  accused.  In 
every  100  crimes,  25  are  against  the  person,  75  against 
the  properly.  Experience  shows  that  the  number  of 
murders  is  annually  nearly  the  same;  and  what  is  still 
more  singular,  that  the  instruments,  or  means  employ- 
ed, are  also  in  the  same  proportion.  The  inclination 
to  crime  is  at  its  maximum  in  man  about  the  age  of  25: 
in  woman,  5 years  later.  The  proportion  of  men  and 
women  accused  is  3 to  1.  The  seasons  have  an  influ- 
ence on  crime:  in  summer,  more  crimes  are  committed 


against  the  person— fewer  against  the  propevtv;  the  re- 
verse is  the  case  in  winter.  The  developement  to  the 
inclination  to  crime  agrees  very  perfectly  with  that  of 
the  passions  and  physical  strength;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  developement  of  reason  tends  to  restrain  the 
inclination.  The  greatest  physical  strength  of  man  is 
developed  between  the  age  of  30  and  35;  and  the 
greatest  mental  powers  between  that  of  45  and  50.  At 
this  age  the  greatest  number  of  chefs  d’  reuvre  of  the 
French  theatre  has  been  produced.  It  is  a singular 
contrast  that  about  this  age  we  find  mental  alienation 
most  frequent  and  difficult. 

[Revue  Encycle.  et  Annates  d'  Hygiene. 

Moscow.  It  appears  from  the  official  statement  of 
the  chief  of  the  police  of  Moscow  for  1838,  that  the  an- 
cient capital  ol  Russia  contains  348,502  inhabitants; 
that  there  were  1,250  marriages,  8,486  deaths,  and 
7,600  births  the  suicides  amounted  to  19,  but  the  causes 
are  not  given;  there  were  11  murders,  the  perpetrators 
of  which  were  all  delivered  up  to  justice.  The  city 
contains  12,653  public  and  private  buildings,  besides 
400  churches,  21  convents,  and  637  chapels.  The 
value  of  property  stolen  during  the  year  is  estimated  at 
166,000  roubles  of  which  about  a quarter  was  recovered 
and  restored  to  the  owners. 


Finances  of  Russia.  During  the  wars  of 
Russia  with  the  Persians,  Turks  and  Poles,  her 

revenues  were  not  equal  to  her  expenditures. 

Loans  and  paper  money  were  resorted  to.  Cathe- 
rine II,  and  the  emperors  Paul  and  Alexander,  ex- 
tended their  resources  by  this  method.  The  paper 
rouble  declined  in  value  twenty-five  per  cent. 

The  receipts  of  the  empire  for  a late  year  are 
stated  thus: 

1.  Revenue  of  the  state. 

Capitation  tax 
Tax  upon  capital 
Duties 

2.  Revenues  of  the  crown. 

Crown  lands 
Monopoly  of  spirits 
Post  office 

Crown  woods  and  fisheries 
Crown  factories 
Mines 

Other  receipts 

3.  Receipts  in  the  kingdom  of  Poland, 
whose  financial  concerns  are  separate  13,063,179 


Prussian  dollars* 

23.125.000 

5.310.000 

26.136.000 

6,937,500 

35,733,333 

1,541,667 

1,002,083 

1,079,167 

4.625.000 

1.079.000 


Total  revenue  119.631,929 

The  emperor  has,  besides,  for  his  private  chest 
a revenue  of  $1,600,000. 

The  expenses  of  the  state  are  thus  stated: 

1.  The  emperor’s  household  $5,000,000 

2.  Department  of  foreign  affairs  2,000^000 

3.  Home  department  33’000,000 

4.  Department  of  public  instruction 

and  religion  5,000,000 

5.  Army  30,000,000 

6-  Nayy  12,000,000 

7.  Treasury  department  and  interest 

of  public  debt  20,000,000 

8.  Other  expenses  3,000,000 

9.  Government  ot  Poland  12,000,000 


Total  of  expenditures  $122,000,000 

The  public  debt  of  Russia  in  1834  amounted  to 
496,472,655  Prussian  dollais. 

The  public  debt  of  Prussia  is  about  the  one-third 
of  this  sum;  that  of  Austria  is  $100,000,000  greater- 
that  of  France  three  times  as  large;  and  that  of 
England  ten  times  greater.  [Globe. 


Steep  grades.  In  referring  to  the  opening  of  the 
new  track  over  Parr’s  Ridge,  the  city  papers  have 
unconsiously  done  injustice  to  the  enterprise  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  road  company  and 
the  skill  of  Isaac  Tremble,  esq.  in  referring  to  the 
inclination  of  the  plane  as  steeper  than  has&  hereto- 
fore been  passed  by  locomotive  power.  We  avail 
ourselves  of  the  following  explanatory  statement 
which  we  find  in  the  York,  Pa.  Gazette. 

Without  wishing  to  detract  from  the  merits  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  company,  we  must 
say  that  they  are  certainly  not  entitled  to  the  credit 
of  being  the  first  to  prove  the  practicability  of  pass- 
ing high  grades  with  locomotive  power.  We 
have  made  enquires,  and  learn  that  the  road  in  pass- 
ing over  “Parr’s  Ridge,”  ascends  at  the  rate  of  80 
feet  per  mile.  Nowon  a portion  of  the  railroad 
between  this  and  Baltimore,  there  are  two  miles 
where  the  grade  rises,  coming  from  Baltimore  at 
the  rate  of  84  feet  to  the  mile,  over  which  the  pas- 
senger and  burden  trains  of  the  Baltimore  and  Sus- 
quehanna  rail  road  have  been  passing  by  locomo- 
tive power,  regularly  since  September  last.  Indeed 
so  far  back  as  January  1838,  a large  party  compris- 
ing many  members  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland, 

* The  Prussian  dollar  is  worth  about  eighty-four 
cents. 
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of  and  the  city  council  of  Baltimore,  paid  a visit 
to  this  country,  and  passing  over  the  high  grades 
at  the  summit, came  to  within  16  or  17  miles  of  the 
borough  of  York.  An  account  of  the  trip  was 
published  at  the  time  in  some  of  the  Baltimore  pa- 
pers. It  would  appear  therefore  that  to  the  Balti- 
more and  Susquehanna  rail  road  company,  and  to 
Isaac  Tremble,  esq.  their  able  and  scientific  chief 
engineer,  who  planned  the  location  and  construc- 
tion of  this  road,  is  due  the  credit  of  having  long 
since  proved  the  practicability  of  using  locomotive 
power  over  high  grades;  and  we  are  confident  that 
the  talented  chief  engineer  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  rail  road  company,  would  be  the  first  to  ac- 
knowledge that  this  practicability  had  ceased  to  be 
a matter  of  theory,  having  been  tested  by  actual 
experience,  before  the  route  of  the  rail  road  over 
Parr’s  Ridge  was  altered. 

Interesting  facts.  The  first  decked  vessel 
ever  built  within  the  limits  of  the  old  United  States, 
was  constructed  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  by 
Adrian  Block,  in  the  summer  of  1614.  She  was 
called  a yacht,  and  her  first  voyage  was  made 
through  Hell  Gate,  into  the  sound,  and  as  far  east  as 
Cape  Cod,  by  the  Vineyard  passage.  It  was  in  this 
voyage  that  Block  Island  was  discovered.  Within 
the  first  46  years  after  the  settlement  of  Massachu- 
setts, there  were  built  in  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  730 
vessels,  varying  from  6 to  250  tons  in  burthen.  One 
of  these  the  Blessing  of  the  Bay,  a bark  of  30  tons, 
was  built  in  1631.  The  celebrated  English  patriot 
and  divine,  Hugh  Peters,  caused  a vessel  of  300  tons 
to  be  constructed  at  Salem,  in  1641.  The  first  schr. 
ever  launched  is  said  to  have  been  built  at  Cape 
Ann  in  1714.  Her  name  is  not  known.  In  1713, 
Connecticut  had  but  2 brigs,  20  sloops  and  a few 
smaller  crafts,  employing  but  120  seamen,  while 
Massachusetts,  about  the  same  time,  had  492  ves- 
sels, the  tonnage  of  which  was  25,406,  and  employ- 
ed 3,493  seamen.  The  first  ensign  ever  shown  by  a 
regular  American  man-of-war  was  hoisted  on  board 
the  frigate  Alfred,  in  the  Delaware,  by  the  hands 
of  Paul  Jones,  in  the  latter  part  of  December,  1775. 
— What  this  ensign  was  is  not  precisely  known,  as 
the  present  national  colors  were  not  formally  adopt- 
ed until  1777.  The  first  regular  American  cruiser 
that  went  to  sea,  was  the  Lexington,  a little  brig  of 
14  guns,  commanded  by  captain  John  Barry,  of 
Philadelphia.  She  sailed  sometime  in  the  winter  of 
1776.  The  first  American  man-of-war  that  got  to 
sea  after  the  adoption  of  our  present  form  of  govern- 
ment, was  the  Ganges. — She  was  originally  an  In- 
diaman,  but  wa9  purchased  by  the  government  and 
converted  into  a cruiser,  having  an  armament  of  24 
guns.  She  sailed  in  May  1798  under  the  command 
of  captain  Richard  Dale,  who  was  first  lieutenant  of 
the  Bon  Iloinine  Richard,  when  that  ship  captured 
the  Serapis.  The  Constellation  was  the  first  of  the 
new  built  vessels — (built  in  Baltimore) — that  went 
to  sea,  under  captain Truxton.  She  sailed  in  June, 
1798,  and  was  followed  by  the  United  States,  and  a 
little  later  by  the  Constitution,  both  these  latter  sail- 
ing in  July,  the  same  year.  The  first  prize  made 
under  our  present  naval  organization,  was  the  F rench 
privateer  Le  Croyable.  She  was  a schooner  of  14 
guns,  and  captured  by  the  sloop-of-war  Delaware, 
captain  Decatur.  The  above  historical  facts  we 
have  gleaned  from  Mr.  Cooper’s  excellent  Naval 
History  of  the  United  States.  [ Boston  Post. 

A curiosity.  A few  days  since  a gentleman 
left  at  the  office  of  the  Philadelphia  Ledger,  three 
pieces  of  silver  coin  of  a very  antique  appearance, 
the  one  latest  stamped  being  near  200  years  old. 
Ten  of  them,  all  of  the  same  country  coin,  though 
of  different  dates,  were  turned  up  by  a plough  four 
or  five  weeks  since,  in  a meadow  which  had  never 
been  ploughed,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  B.  C.  Timmins, 
Chester,  Burlington  county,  New7  Jersey.  Three 
of  the  pieces  3hown  us  were  dated  1585,  1647,  1677, 
and  some  others  were  still  older.  They  are  the  size 
of  a dollar,  and  the  workmanship  upon  them  shows 
that  the  art  of  stamping  coin  had  not  reached  any 
degree  of  perfection  when  they  were  executed. 
Through  the  politeness  of  a gentleman  whose  anti- 
quarian knowledge  made  it  an  easy  task  to  explain 
them,  we  are  indebted  for  the  following  description 
of  two  of  them: 

No.  1.  Dated  1647,  coined  under  Frederick  Hen- 
ry, Prince  of  Orange,  in  the  Belgian  city  of  Campen, 
in  the  province  of  Over-Yssel.  Motto,  “Confidens  in 
Domino  non  movetur.” 

No.  2.  Dated  1677,  coined  under  William  III, 
Prince  of  Orange,  in  the  city  of  Zowl,  province  of 
Over-Yssel.  Motto  the  same. 

These  coin  probably  came  with  some  of  the  ear- 
liest settlers  of  this  region  of  country,  sent  out  by 
the  Dutch  West  India  company,  under  a patent 
granted  to  them  by  the  government  of  Holland,  and 
are  the  last  evidences  ol  the  authority  once  claim- 


ed over  the  territory  know'll  as  the  New  Nether- 
lands, which  extends  over  the  whole  of  the  country 
between  the  Connecticut  and  Delaware  rivers. 

[Ledger. 

Wisconsin.  The  Enquirer,  of  June  1st,  publish- 
ed at  Madison,  Wisconsin  territory,  (and  a hand- 
some, well  printed  sheet  it  is),  gives  us  a glowing 
description  of  the  Fox  lake,  and  lake  Emily  coun- 
try of  Wisconsin.  The  rich,  black  soil,  of  an  ave- 
rage depth  of  about  eighteen  inches;  the  fair  pro- 
portion of  woodland  and  prairie,  the  former  consist- 
ing of  inaple,  bass  wood,  butternut  and  poplar,  the 
latter  gently  undulating,  and  forming  fine  extents  of 
meadow  land;  the  numerous  and  abundant  springs 
of  the  purest  water;  the  great  variety  of  game;  and 
then  lakes  Fox  and  Emily,  each  covering  a surface 
of  several  hundred  acres,  and  such  beautiful  sheets 
of  water,  clear  and  pure,  and  originating  in  springs 
gushing  up  from  gravelly  bottoms,  and  abounding 
in  fish  of  the  finest  quality,  such  as  perch,  black  and 
rock  bass,  pickerel,  trout,  &c.  &c.  and,  then,  the 
proverbially  healthy  aspect  of  this  portion  of  Wis- 
consin; all  these  sayings  of  the  Enquirer  hold  out 
flattering  inducements  to  the  emigrant,  and  im- 
measurably greater  than  a dozen  such  as  Texas. 

The  Enquirer  says: 

“About  tw'elve  thousand  acres  have  been  entered 
in  the  vicinity  of  Fox  lake — nearly  all  for  immedi- 
ate cultivation.  A company  from  the  interior  of 
New  York  purchased  last  fall  2,500  acres  for  actual 
settlement  and  improvement;  and  within  the  last 
three  months  another  company  from  Pennsylvania 
has  purchased  nearly  5,000  acres  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. Immigrants  are  expected  during  the  course 
of  the  present  summer  and  approaching  fall,  from 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  Fears  of  difficulties 
with  the  Winnebagoes  have  hitherto  prevented  the 
settlement  of  this  country;  but  as  the  Indians  have 
generally  left,  and  as  there  are  now  no  grounds  for 
fear,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  settlement  will  pro- 
gress rapidly.” 

A mob  in  Boston.  The  Boston  Mercantile 
Journal  has  the  following  notice  of  a mob  almost, 
which  collected  in  the  city  of  Boston  on  Friday 
evening: 

“The  scenes  which  occurred  on  Friday  evening 
in  this  city,  although  no  actual  violence  was  com- 
mitted, were  by  no  means  calculated  to  conduce  to 
the  honor  or  credit  of  Bostonians.  A mob  had 
gathered  in  one  of  our  principal  streets,  whose 
avowed  object  was  to  rescue  an  offender  from  the 
hands  of  justice.  Disappointed  in  this,  they  refused 
to  disperse,  but  avowed  their  intention  to  commit 
outrages  on  the  persons  and  property  of  certain  of 
our  citizens.  This  mob  was  noisy,  disorderly,  tur- 
bulent— and  was  restrained  from  committing  acts  of 
violance  only  by  the  presence  of  the  mayor  and 
marshal,  and  the  constant  and  active  interposition  of 
our  police  officers.  The  collection  of  a mob  is  dis- 
graceful in  any  community — it  is  a reproach  upon 
the  morals  of  a people,  and  is  doubly  disgraceful  in 
this  land  of  the  pilgrims,  where  it  is  the  proud  boast 
of  the  inhabitants  that  good  order  always  prevails — 
that  persons  and  property  are  held  inviolate,  and  the 
laws  are  conceived  in  wisdon,  and  obeyed  by  a vir- 
tuous population.” 

A poscript  in  the  Boston  Times  of  Saturday  says: 

Nine  o’clock. — One  of  the  leaders  lias  just  been 
arrested,  and  put  in  the  lockup.  The  crowd  in- 
creases, but  for  the  most  part  appear  to  be  mere 
speculators. 

At  half  past  nine  there  were  not  less  than  5,000 
people  in  and  about  Dock  square,  all  quiet,  but  re- 
fusing to  retire  at  the  solicitation  of  the  officers. 
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The  Montreal  papers  of  the  13th  announce  the 
arrival,  as  a prisoner,  of  a Canadian  named  Beau- 
soleil,  of  the  firm  of  Beausoleil,  Vallee  & Co.  mer- 
chants, in  the  New  Market  street.  He  was  cap- 
tured at  Missisquoi  bay,  on  the  lltli,  being  well 
armed.  He  is  alleged  to  have  been  an  active  lead- 
er in  both  the  rebellions,  and  was  arrested  on  the 
charge  of  acting  a prominent  pait  in  the  more  re- 
cent burnings  on  the  frontier. 

A Mr.  Neysmith,  who  had  been  absent  from 
Montreal  for  some  time,  and  returned  one  day  last 
week,  was  arrested  and  lodged  in  jail  on  the  12th, 
charged  with  carrying  on  treasonable  correspon- 
dence. 

Painful  suspicions  are  afloat  respecting  the  de- 
struction of  the  steamer  John  Bull.  It  was  at  first 
supposed  that  the  second  engineer  and  two  sailors, 
who  had  the  watch  when  the  fire  broke  out,  had 
perished  in  the  flames;  but  it  was  reported  that  they 
had  subsequently  been  seen  at  Sorel,  and  warrants 
have  been  sent  down  for  their  apprehension.  The 
papers  intimate  that  strong  grounds  exist  for  be- 
lieving that  the  fire  was  not  accidental. 


Barracks  are  to  be  erected  at  Laprairie,  it  is  said, 
capable  of  accommodating  three  thousand  men. — 
They  are  to  be  built  of  brick,  which  are  to  be  pro- 
cured from  the  states,  the  brick  yards  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  Montreal  not  being  able  to  supply  the  requi- 
site quantity  in  season. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  re- 
ceived the  Montreal  papers  of  Friday  the  14th, 
which  contradict  the  report  that  the  engineer  and 
two  ofthe  crew  of  the  John  Bull  had  been  seen  at 
Sorrel.  The  Muntreal  Courier  adds  the  following: 
“It  is  but  fair  to  mention  that  the  account  copied 
into  the  Courier,  from  the  Gazette,  of  the  alledged 
bad  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  where 
the  John  Bull  was  wrecked,  proves  to  be  very 
much  exaggerated.  No  such  incident  occurred,  as 
has  been  stated,  often  dollars  havingbeen  demand- 
ed from  a passenger  who  was  clinging  to  the  how 
ofthe  boat  while  she  was  on  fire,  by  some  Canadi- 
ans in  a canoe,  as  the  price  of  their  relieving  him 
from  his  perilous  situation. 

From  the  Montreat  Courier,  June  10. 

Sir  George  Arthur  in  his  recent  visit  to  Brock- 
ville,  visited  also  Cornw'all,  where  a congratulatory 
address  was  presented  to  him.  In  his  reply,  allud- 
ing to  his  having  granted  an  unconditional  pardon 
to  many  of  the  brigands,  he  says — 

“I  frankly  avow  to  you  that  it  has  been  with  me 
an  object  of  great  anxiety  to  call  forth  a generous 
feeling  from  those  who  have  acted  towards  this 
country  with  cruel  treachery  and  wanton  violence. 
Ifthe  endeavor  be  successful,  (and  I still  shall  leave 
no  honorable  effort  unattempted  to  accomplish  it), 
it  will  be  to  me  a source  of  unbounded  satisfaction. 
If  it  prove  unsuccessful,  we  must  cast  all  farther 
thoughts  of  diplomacy  into  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
trust  in  the  hearts  and  hands  of  her  majesty’s  loyal 
subjects  to  bring  about  conciliation  by  a different 
process — and  in  that  operation,  I am  very  confi- 
dent, there  are  no  men  more  entirely  to  be  relied 
upon,  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  district.” 
On  his  excellency’s  return  to  Brockville,  he  re- 
ceived a somewhat  warm  address,  from  about  266 
inhabitants  of  that  place,  which  went  to  justify  the 
seizure  ofthe  gun  on  board  the  schooner  “Weeks,” 
and  conveyed  to  his  excellency  their  hearty  “dis- 
approval of  the  manner  in  which  the  vessel  and 
gun  were  delivered  up,  without  the  sanction  of 
your  excellency,  through  the  improperinterference 
and  advice  of  some  of  our  prominent  and  courageous 
officials  in  civil  authority.”  To  this  address,  the 
following  reply,  which  we  think  puts  the  matter  at 
issue  in  a very  proper  light,  and  deals  out  praise 
and  censure  with  impartiality  where  due,  was 
made: — 

Gentlemen: — I thank  you  for  the  expressions  of 
confidence  which  your  address  contains. 

To  investigate  the  late  occurrence  to  which  you 
allude  more  particularly  was  the  object  of  my  visit 
to  Brockville. 

As  the  seizure  of  the  American  schooner  and 
gun,  it  appears,  could  not  legally  be  sustained,  it  is 
much  to  be  deprecated,  that  greater  caution  was 
not  exercised  before  the  seizure  was  made. 

Having  taken  that  step,  however,  it  was  no  less 
blameable  that  the  seizure  was  abondoned  without 
due  authority,  and  more  especially  under  such  cir- 
cumstances— and  I entertain  this  opinion  strongly, 
although  1 am  aware  that  some  magistrates  inter- 
fered with  the  most  honest  zeal,  and  from  a sense 
of  public  duty  to  recommend  the  measure. 

That  any  of  her  majesty’s  subjects  should  have 
taken  the  gun  from  under  the  immediate  control  of 
her  majesty’s  revenue  officer,  at  this  port,  and  fired 
it  off  in  the  street,  was  a lawless  proceeding  which 
could  not  have  been  expected. 

Neither  can  I do  less  than  express  my  astonish- 
ment, that  any  British  subjects  should  have  so  far 
forgotten  what  was  due  to  the  character  of  their 
nation,  as  to  have  acted  rudely  towards  foreign  of- 
ficers entering  their  country  on  public  duty. 

By  these  proceedings  the  inhabitants  ot  this  town 
have  placed  mein  a humiliating  position,  for  I 
have  been  obliged  to  admit  their  indiscretion,  while 
I have  appealed  to  the  general  government  of  the 
United  States,  against  the  ill-judged  and  exciting 
line  ofconduct  pursued  by  colonel  Worth. 

No  person  can  more  deeply  feel  than  I do  the 
provocation  you  have  suffered,  nor  be  more  sensi- 
ble ofthe  extreme  distress  and  anxiety  which  your 
families  must  suffer  under  the  present  posture  of  af- 
fairs on  the  St.  Lawrence.  Nor  can  any  one  be 
more  disposed  than  I am  to  remove  those  sufferings 
and  to  obtain  for  you  redress  for  the  past  and  se- 
curity for  the  future. 

I appeal  to  you,  therefore,  with  confidence,  that 
by  your  forbearance  and  prudence,  as  well  as  by 
your  undoubted  gallantry  and  firmness,  you  will 
strengthen  the  hands  of  the  executive  government 
at  this  eventful  period.  GEORGE  ARTHUR. 
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From  the  Kingston,  U.  C.  Chronicle. 

Our  readers  will  perceive  that  an  Ogdehsburgh 
paper  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  “broad  delu- 
sion” which  prevailed  respecting  the  interference 
of  Americans  in  the  affairs  of  this  province  has 
ceased.  Our  authoiities  have  been  anxious  to  think 
so,  and,  by  the  pardon  of  many  prisoners,  have 
been  acted  upon  the  hope  that  so  desirable  a change 
had  been  effected.  To  show  our  American  neigh- 
bors how  much  their  own  conduct  has  influenced 
the  late  of  their  countrymen  in  confinement,  we 
will  state  a piece  of  information  we  have  irom  good 
authority. 

A few  weeks  since  the  government  of  Upper 
Canada  had  prepared  warrants  lor  tire  release  of 
25  more  of  the  youngest  prisoners  now  in  Fort 
Henry,  when  information  arrived  of  the  speech  of 
judge  Tucker,  at  Hogansburgh,  on  the  release  of 
some  prisoners  by  the  sheriff  of  the  eastern  district. 
This  indication  of  public  feeling  on  the  American 
frontier  induced  the  executive  to  detain  the  war- 
rants, and  finally  to  countermand  them.  So  that 
judge  Tucker  and  other  declaimers  on  the  “holy 
cause  of  liberty,”  alias  plunder  and  murder,  have 
themselves  to  thank  for  the  transportation  to  a pe- 
nal colony  of  twenty-five  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

We  are  informed  that  the  Commercial  bank  of 
this  town,  some  time  since,  made  a formal  applica- 
tion to  the  Upper  Canada  and  Gore  banks,  to  join 
it  in  resuming  specie  payments,  on  or  before  ihe 
1st  of  August  next.  We  are  mortified  to  learn  that 
these  banks  have  declined  to  comply  with  the  fair 
and  reasonable  proposition  of  the  Commercial  bank, 
and  that  the  country  is  still  to  suffer  from  the  gros- 
sest inattention  to  its  interests. 

THE  FLORIDA  WAR. 

The  St.  Augustine  News,  of  June  8th,  states  that 
Picolata  is  to  be  abandoned,  and  the  sick  are  to  be 
removed  to  Fort  Heileman. 

On  the  26th  ult.  18  miles  from  Fort  Fanning, 
two  privates  of  capt.  Bradley’s  volunteer  company 
were  killed  by  Indians.  One  of  the  party  was  scalp- 
ed three  times. 

Fort  King,  May  30. 

A few  Indians  have  come  in  since  1 last  wrote. 
A large  number,  with  Tiger  Tail,  and  several  other 
chiefs,  will  be  here  in  a day  or  two.  The  chiefs 
never  asked  gen.  Macomb  whether  they  would  be 
permitted  to  remain  permanently  south  of  Pease 
creek,  and  he  never  told  them  that  they  would  not. 
If  the  Indians  should  be  permitted  to  remain  in  Flo- 
rida, it  will  be  a fatal  blow  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
territory;  and  every  Floridian  ought  to  raise  his  voice 
against  so  suicidal  a measure. 

“Since  writing  the  above,  our  negro  interpreter, 
(Murray)  who  is  the  best  and  most  useful  man  we 
have  in  that  capacity,  was  shot  in  the  side  by  a 
scoundrel  named  Edgar,  who  is  orderly  sergeant  of 
the  company  that  garrisons  this  post.  The  ball 
passed  immediately  over  the  stomach,  but  under 
the  peritoneum,  and  1 think  is  lodged  in  the 
liver.  He  is  still  alive,  but  his  chance  of  recovery 
is  very  slim.  He  had  not  been  shot  more  than  an 
hour,  when  a couple  of  chiefs  arrival  here  but 
having  no  interpreter,  I cannot  tell  you  what  news 
they  bring  from  the  interior.  To-morrow  they 
will  bring  in  with  them  from  a camp  nine  miles 
from  here,  another  Indian  negro  w'ho  will  interpret 
for  us.” 

[The  murder  of  the  negro  Murray  was  accompa- 
nied with  circumstances  of  great  wantonness. — 
Sergeant  Edgar  complained  to  col.  Whistler  that 
Murray  was  insolent  to  him,  and  was  informed  that 
the  matter  should  be  examined  into,  and,  if  guilty, 
punished.  The  sergeant  insolently  demanded  it 
Ihen,  and  was  ordered  to  his  quarters;  from  whence 
he  took  a rifle,  and  went  to  Murray’s  tent,  and 
whilst  sleeping,  discharged  the  contents  into  his 
stomach.] 

Murray  was  captured  in  1S36,  and  belonged  to 
Micapotaka,  now  west,  and  was  considered  the  best 
guide  in  the  nation.  It  is  rather  surprising  that 
under  these  circumstances  ol  outrage,  Edgar  should 
have  been  bailed  at  Newnansville.  [ News . 

From  the  Apalachicola  Gazette. 

The  late  massacres  on  the  Apalachicola. — Further 
information  has  enabled  us  to  give  a more  detailed 
account  of  the  Indian  murders  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Rico’s  Bluff  and  Estefenulgee,  than  we  were 
able  to  present  on  Saturday  last. 

It  appears  that  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  10th 
inst.  about  twilight,  a party  of  Indians,  supposed  to 
number  fifteen  or  twenty,  attacked  the  house  of 
Mr.  Roberts,  at  Rico’s,  by  firing  upon  the  inmates 
through  the  doors  and  windows.  The  family  fled. 
Mr.  Roberts,  together  with  his  wife  and  several 
children,  effected  their  escape  by  taking  to  the 
woods.  One  child  was  killed  before  they  got  away, 
and  another,  who  was  asleep  in  an  out  room,  was 


forgotten  in  the  hurry  of  flight.  Mr.  Lamb,  who 
had  sometimes  acted  as  an  interpreter  between  the 
Indians  and  the  whites,  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
though  he  escaped  Irom  the  Indians,  died  soon  altei 
reaching  Apalachicola,  of  his  wounds.  Mr.  Lamb 
recognized  several  of  the  Indians,  knew  them  to  be 
of  the  Creek  band,  and  was  also  equally  certain  that 
there  was  a white  man  among  them. 

About  the  same  time  that  this  party  made  their 
attack  upon  Roberts,  another  party,  apparently 
about  the  same  number,  attacked  the  house  of 
Smith,  of  Estefenulgee.  At  this  house  were  Mr. 
N.  and  J.,  Mrs.  N.  Smith,  and  their  three  children, 
and  another  individual,  name  not  recollected.  The 
Indians  commenced  their  attack  by  firing  in  upon 
the  family,  who  were  at  supper.  Mrs.  Richards 
was  known  to  have  been  shot  at  the  first  fire.  She 
fell  forward  with  her  face  upon  the  table.  The  ba- 
lance of  the  family  fled  to  the  woods.  All  the 
grown  people  escaped;  and  all  the  children  were 
left  behind.  Their  screams  were  heard  by  their  fly- 
ing parents,  but  no  protection  could  be  afforded 
them.  Those  who  escaped  from  both  settlements 
remained  in  the  woods  during  the  night.  On  the 
morning  of  Saturday,  the  par  ty  from  Smith’s  found 
a batteau  on  the  river  bank,  and  made  for  Iola, 
which  place  they  reached  in  safety. 

The  lugatives  from  Roberts’  settlement  remained 
in  the  woods  till  they  heard  the  steamer  Com- 
merce approach.  They  were  able  to  make  them- 
selves heard  by  capt.  Smith,  who  stopped  his  boat, 
took  them  aboard,  and  treated  them  with  every 
kindness  and  attention,  and  brought  them  down  to 
Apalachicola. 

The  steamer  Irwington  started  on  her  trip  to  Co- 
lumbus, a few  hours  after  the  Commerce  had  ar- 
rived with  the  news  of  the  massacre.  Several 
gentlemen  who  had  taken  passage  in  her  provided 
themselves  with  arms,  and  were  joined  by  others 
from  Iola,  among  whom  was  Mr.  S.  N.  Smith, 
who  had  collected  a party  for  the  purpose  of  rescu- 
ing the  children.  It  was  found  that  the  houses  of 
both  Smith  and  Roberts  had  been  burned,  and  the 
bodies  of  the  killed  had  been  shockingly  mutilated 
and  thrown  into  the  fire.  Two  little  girls,  from 
eight  to  ten  years  old,  were  found  alive  unhurt. 
They  had  fled  with  the  others  on  the  alarm,  and  se- 
creted themselyes  in  the  woods,  and  had  remained 
there  from  Friday  to  Sunday  afternoon  without 
food.  They  were  found  near  each  other,  though 
unconscious  of  each  other’s  presence. — They  both 
unite  in  saying  that  ,tbe  Indians  remained  in  the 
neighborhood  till  Safurdy  night.  One  of  the  little 
girls  relates  that  she  came  near  being  surprised  by 
them  on  Saturday.  She  had  crawled  to  the  crib  to 
get  some  corn  to  appease  her  hunger.  She  fell 
asleep  on  the  shucks,  and  when  awakened  she  be- 
held the  Indians  with  their  torches  approaching  the 
crip.  She  again  crept  softly  away,  and  concealed 
herself  in  the  grass,  until  she  could  effect  a retreat 
to  her  hiding  place  in  the  woods. 

It  subsequently  appeared  that  two  of  the  boys 
who  were  left  behind — one  a son  of  Mr.  Richards, 
and  the  other  of  Mr.  Smith,  nine  and  eleven  years 
of  age,  effected  their  escape,  and  reached  Aspalaga 
in  safety,  a distance  of  40  miles.  The  remains  of 
the  other  children  were  found.  One  appeared  to 
have  been  shot  while  running;  the  others,  it  would 
seein  from  the  situation  of  their  remains,  as  well 
as  from  the  current  account  of  the  little  girls  who 
heard  their  screams,  had  been  caught  and  thrust 
into  the  burning  house. 

On  Monday  another  party  left  this  place  on  board 
the  Commerce,  in  quest  of  the  savages.  They 
proceeded  to  the  U.  S.  arsenal  at  Chattahooche  for 
arms,  and  were  fortunate  enough  to  meet  at  that 
place  our  public  spirited  mayor,  on  whose  guaran- 
tee the  arms  were  delivered.  If  it  had  not  been  for 
this  fortunate  occurrence,  it  is  presumed  the  expe- 
dition would  have  failed  for  want  of  arms.  Thus 
provided,  the  company  proceeded  to  the  neighbor- 
hood where  the  Indians  were  supposed  to  have  re- 
mained. They  have  not  yet  returned. 

From  the  Tttllehassee  Star,  11  th  inst. 

Public  meeting. — At  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Tallahassee  and  its  vicinity,  held  agreeably  topub- 
lic  notice  at  the  court  house  on  Saturday  last,  on 
motion  of  J.  B.  Webb,  gen.  Thomas  Brown  was 
called  to  preside,  and  S.  S.  Sibley  appointed  secre- 
tary. The  object  of  the  meeting  having  been  stat- 
ed by  the  chairman,  the  meeting"  was  addressed  by 
William  P.  Du  Val,  esq.  in  an  animated  and  elo- 
quent speech  on  the  sirbject  of  the  disastrous  Semi- 
nole war,  and  in  relation  to  the  treaty,  recently  con- 
cluded by  gen.  Macomb  with  a few  of  the  chiefs, 
communicated  in  a morning  paper.  Gov.  Du  Val 
concluded  by  offering  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  which  were  adopted  without  a dissent- 
ing voice.  On  motion  of  col.  Wyatt,  the  word 
unanimous  was  ordered  to  be  inserted. 


PREAMBLE  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 

We,  citizens  of  Leon  county,  (Florida),  have 
seen  in  the  public  prints  w ith  regret  and  dismay, 
that  a treaty  is  partially  made  by  the  commanding 
general  of  Ihe  United  States  army,  (Macomb),  w itti 
the  Seminole  Indians,  under  the  authority  of  the  war 
department,  by  which  the  country  is  to  be  assigned 
temporarily,  as  it  is  said  to  the  Indians,  but  perma- 
nently, as  we  shall  no  doubt  experience — will  in- 
clude all  that  part  of  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  from 
the  head  waters  of  Peas  creek  which  discharges 
into  Charlotte  harbor,  to  the  mouth  of  Shark  river, 
according  to  certain  boundaries.  As  a portion  of 
this  unfortunate,  slandered  and  desolated  county, 
we  do  most  earnestly  and  solemnly  protest  against 
this  measure,  and  with  full  confidence  in  the  wis- 
dom, and  justice,  and  humanity  of  our  national  le- 
gislature, appeal  to  them  to  protect  us  against  a sa- 
crifice so  cruel  and  wanton,  and  to  preserve  the  peo- 
ple of  Florida  from  such  danger,  and  the  country 
irom  such  disgrace. 

At  this  time,  while  this  national  disgrace  will  he 
insured  by  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  ruinous  to 
the  prosperity,  and  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  our 
Florida,  the  commander  of  the  United  States  army, 
in  person,  as  we  are  informed,  has  issued  his  order 
declaring  a suspension  of  hostilities,  while  the  In- 
dians under  this  hollow  truce,  are  murdering  our 
citizens  in  the  east,  under  the  nose  of  this  officer, 
and  in  Middle  Florida  have  destroyed  several  fami- 
lies and  fired  their  dwellings — the  regular  troops  at 
the  several  military  posts  must  and  do,  remain  neu- 
tral and  inactive  under  his  order. 

We  view  it  as  an  act  of  supererogation  cn  the 
part  of  this  general,  and  ambassador  extraordinary 
to  the  Seminole  nation,  to  issue  such  an  order,  inas- 
much as  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  during 
the  last  year  and  a half  the  regular  troops  altoge- 
ther have  destroyed,  or  injured,  half  a dozen  In- 
dians by  force  of  arms.  We  have  good  authority 
for  saying  that  several  of  the  Seminole  Indians  sent 
off'  Irom  this  country  to  the  far  west,  have  returned 
to  Florida,  and  we  believe  that  many  of  them  are 
now'  returning  to  this  territory.  These  Indians  have 
communicated  from  Micanope  and  Jumper,  to  the 
Indians  in  Florida,  that  they  have  not  land  in  the 
west  assigned  to  them,  sufficient  to  bury  them. 
Under  these  circumstances,  if  ttee  contemplated 
treaty  is  made,  the  Seminole  emigrants  and  many 
of  the  discontented  Creek  Indians  will  return  and 
locate  themselves  in  Florida,  and  in  less  than  three 
years,  the  Indian  force  will  be  much  greater  than 
we  found  it  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
disastrous  war.  If  the  senate  should  ratify  such  a 
treaty,  we  shall  be  found  in  a deplorable  state. 
No  prudent  man  will  remove  to  Florida;  for  if  vve 
ever  have  a war  with  a foreign  pow:er,  utter  ruin 
will  fall  on  our  country;  unite  a respectable  foreign 
force  with  the  Seminole  Indians — and  not  Florida 
alone,  but  the  states  adjoining  will  greatly  suffer. 
With  such  guides — backed  by  a formidable  force, 
collected  from  the  West  India  emancipated  inhabi- 
tants— the  danger  will  become  greater  than  we  can 
now  undertake  to  anticipate. 

If  these  Indians  are  located  temporarily  they  will 
never  hereafter  be  removed  but  by  extermination 
— nor  will  our  country  be  willing  to  hazard  again 
defeat,  and  disgrace,  by  another  conflict  with  these 
Indians. 

1st.  Be  it  therefore  resolved,  That  the  governor  of 
Florida  be  requested  to  issue  his  proclamation  to 
assemble  the  legislative  council  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  November  next,  at  Tallahassee,  and  the  le- 
gislative council  be  requested,  when  so  assembled, 
to  send  on  a committee,  with  their  remonstrance 
and  protest,  against  the  ratification  ol  anv  treaty 
that  may  be  made,  to  locate  the  Indians  in  Florida, 
and  that  such  committee  unite  with  the  delegate  in 
congress  in  opposing  such  treaty. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  sen- 
timents contained  in  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of 
war.  in  answer  to  one  addressed  to  him  by  general 
Jesup,  then  commanding  in  Florida,  rebuking  him 
lorsuggesting,  the  Indians  might  be  rendered  friend- 
ly, by  locating  them  in  Florida. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  it  is  insulting  to  the  feelirio- 
of  the  people  of  Ihe  United  States,  and  degrading 
to  our  character,  to  send  the  commander-in-chief 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  sue  for  peace, 
to  a few  Indians  after  a war  of  four  years,  and  in 
fact  yielding  up  to  the  Indians  all  they  have  ever 
required. 

4th.  Resolved,  That  the  Seminole  Indians,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  Florida  cannot  maintain  peace, 
and  live  in  the  same  country;  and  if  any  treaty  shall 
be  ratified,  locating  these  Indians  in  Florida,  it  will 
be  a paper  treaty  only. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  the  peninsula  of  Florida  is 
the  last  place  in  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates, 
wherein  the  Indians  should  be  permitted  to  remain, 
for  obvious  reasons: 
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1st.  They  have  access  to  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Gulf  Stream,  and  are  always  accessible  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States. 

2d.  In  a war  with  any  foreign  power,  they  will 
be  induced  to  take  part  against  us,  and  will 
guide  our  enemies  through  every  part  of  our  coun- 
try. 

3d.  If  located  in  Florida,  all  the  runaway  slaves 
will  find  refuge  and  protection  with  them. 

4th.  The  contiguity  of  emancipated  colored  po- 
pulation of  the  West  Indies,  would,  in  a war  with 
some  foreign  power,  place  Florida,  and  in  fact  the 
whole  of  our  southern  states,  in  jeopardy.  There 
is  no  position  in  which  these  Indians  could  be  lo- 
cated, so  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
the  southern,  and  interests  of  the  United  States,  as 
the  peninsula  of  Florida. 

6th.  Resolved,  It  is  the  duty  of  our  citizens  in 
every  county  in  Florida,  to  assemble  and  protest 
against  the  location  of  the  Indians  in  the  peninsula, 
and  we  call  on  them  to  unite  with  us  in  opposing 
the  ratification  of  any  such  treaty. 

The  editors  of  the  several  public  prints  in  this 
territory  are  requested  to  publish  these  proceedings 
— and  the  president  of  this  meeting  is  requested  to 
send  a copy  of  the  same  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  secretary  of  war,  the  governor  of  this 
territory,  and  to  our  delegate  in  congress. 

THOMAS  BROWN,  chairman. 

S.  S.  Sibley,  secretary. 


FROM  MEXICO. 

By  the  way  of  Galveston,  late  dates  have  been 
received  at  New  Orleans  from  Vera  Cruz,  by  the 
Empresario,  capt.  Longcope,  from  that  port,  having 
sailed  the  2d  instant.  The  advices  from  Mexico 
are  to  the  28th  ultimo.  The  federal  prisoners  taken 
under  Mexia  are  many  of  them  employed  in  work- 
ino-  the  streets  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  are  treated  with 
the  greatest  cruelty.  The  government  papers  state 
that  the  number  of  federalists  killed  and  wounded 
at  the  overthrow  of  Mexia  is  600. 

General  Lemas,  with  1,700  federalists,  is  still  in 
the  vicinity  of  Monelova,  and  now  seems  to  be. 
regarded  by  the  gevernment  party  as  their  most 
formidable  enemy.  He  is  said  to  be  a brave  and 
skillful  officer,  and  very  much  esteemed  by  his 
party.  There  is  not  a single  vessel  of  the  Mexi- 
can navy  left.  The  gazettes  represent  the  govern- 
ment much  straitened  in  its  pecuniary  resources  by 
the  late  difficulties,  and  it  is  proposed  to  dismiss  all 
the  supernumery  officers,  curtail  the  pay  of  the 
remainder,  stop  all  pensions,  increase  the  taxes, 
and  a^ain  resort  to  forced  loans.  It  is  thought  the 
church  will  be  called  upon  to  disgorge  some  of  its 
enormous  treasure.  Col.  Bee  left  Vera  Cruz  for 
Havana  the  29th  ultimo.  Santa  Ana,  it  is  said, 
is  watched  with  too  much  jealousy  for  him  to  be 
of  any  service  to  Texas,  were  he  so  disposed. 

In  Tampico  the  federalists  still  resisted  the  ef- 
forts of  the  centralists  to  put  them  down.  It  was 
thought  that  the  contest  between  the  two  parties 
was  not  yet  by  any  means  ended.  The  govern- 
ment papers  boast  much  of  the  victory  over  Mexia, 
and  say  that  it  is  now  only  necessary  to  send  12 
or  15,000  men  to  overrun  Texas,  in  order  to  eradi- 
cate every  trace  of  insubordination.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  the  threatened  invasion,  the  Galveston  Ga- 
zette well  remarks  that  the  notion  is  preposterous. 
When  the  Mexican  government  allows  a body  of 
insurgents,  numbering  scarcely  more  than  a thou- 
sand of  its  own  embeci'e  citizens,  to  place  its  own 
existence  in  the  utmost  jeopardy,  requiring  all  its 
energies  to  put  down  the  tumult,  it  is  scarcely  to 
be  apprehended  that  without  unanimity  among  its 
public  men— without  funds,  and  with  no  disposi- 
tion among  the  people  to  sustain  the  measure — any 
thing  like  a formidable  army  could  be  sent  into 
Texas.  But  the  fact  is,  that  if  the  utmost  unanimity 
pervaded  the  whole  nation,  the  first  attempt  at  an 
invasion  w'ould  be  met  on  the  frontier  with  a force 
that  would  effectually  settle  the  question  of  the 
ability  of  Texas  to  maintain  the  stand  she  now  oc- 
cupies. [New  Orleans  paper. 

A commercial  house  in  this  city  has  kindly  fa- 
vored us  with  the  following  extract  of  a letter,  re- 
ceived the  other  day  from  their  correspondent  at 
Vera  Cruz: 

“A  private  letter  from  Mexico,  under  date  of 
May  25th,  informs  us  that  the  rev.  Dr.  Moldoun, 
apostolic  vicar  of  Texas,  reached  that  city  on  the 
13th  of  May,  and  next  morning  called  to  pay  his 
respects  to  the  president,  ad  interim,  who  would 
not  see  him,  under  pretext  of  business.  That  night 
at  12  o’clock,  he  was  conducted  to  prison,  where 
he  remains,  without  any  hope  of  acquiring  his  liber- 
ty at  present. 

“The  Mexican  government  is  organizing  an  army 
of  60,000  men,  with  which  to  recover  the  sovereign- 
ty of  their  lost  province  of  Texas,  and  appear  de- 
termined to  make  a desperate  effort  to  succeed.” 


LATER  NEWS. 

A gentleman  who  left  Mexico  the  20th  May  and 
Vera  Cruz  the  1st  June,  has  informed  us  that  Tam- 
pico was  closely  invested  by  Bustamente’s  forces, 
who  were  in  possession  of  the  pass  into  the  harbor, 
and  nothing  would  go  in  or  out  without  their  con- 
sent. 

The  city  of  Mexico  was  perfectly  tranquil  and 
the  government  was  raising  troops.  A campaign 
against  Texas  was  spoken  of.  But  many  persons 
doubted  if  it  would  be  undertaken. 

A French  frigate  and  another  vessel  of  the  same 
nation  were  anchored  at  Sacrificios.  A steamboat 
had  departed  for  Havana  a short  time  before  our 
informant  left  Vera  Cruz. 

The  first  instalment  of  the  sum  stipulated  by 
treaty  has  been  paid  by  the  Mexicans  to  the  French. 

From  Tampico.  Information  has  been  received 
in  this  city,  by  the  schooner  Creole,  from  Tampico, 
that  general  Arista,  at  the  head  of  600  infantry, 
(central  troops),  arrived  at  the  bar  of  Tampico 
from  Altemira  on  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo,  sur- 
prised and  captured  in  a few  minutes  the  small 
party  of  federalists  who  were  stationed  there  to  de- 
fend the  place,  without  losing,  or  having  even  a 
single  man  wounded,  belonging  to  his  party. 

The  man-of-war  schooner,  formerly  the  old  In- 
dependence of  Texas,  stationed  at  the  bar,  was 
captured  in  fifteen  minutes,  the  major  part  of  the 
crew  basely  deserting  the  sides  of  the  few  resolute 
men  on  board — jumped  overboard,  and  made  their 
escape,  leaving  her  two  principle  officers,  (one  of 
whom  was  a Frenchman,  who  behaved  nobly),  and 
seven  men,  all  of  whom  were  wounded,  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

General  Arista  had  despatched  a brig  to  Vera 
Cruz,  to  obtain  eight  large  pieces  of  ordnance  and 
tw'o  bomb  cannons,  with  which  he  intended  to  at- 
tack the  city  of  Tampico,  and,  according  to  his  ex- 
pressed determination,  carry  it  without  sacrificing 
a single  man, 

Bustamente  was  at  Altemira,  and  was  daily  ex- 
pected at  Tampico. 

Metamoras,  May  27. 

Gentlemen:  There  are  in  this  place  near  2,000 
troops  under  the  command  of  gen.  Valentia  Cana- 
Iizo. 

The  trade  of  this  city  is  entirely  paralyzed,  and 
yet  there  is  no  want  of  goods,  but  the  little  security 
of  the  highways  prevents  any  thing  being  sent  into 
the  interior. 

The  troops  are  in  want  of  every  thing. 

Up  to  thi3  time  the  French  residents  of  Matamo- 
ras  have  nothing  to  complr.in  of  towards  the  civil 
and  military  authorities. 

The  communications  between  this  place  and  the 
capital  have  been  for  more  than  six  months  inter- 
cepted by  the  federalists,  who  are  continually  ho- 
vering in  the  neighborhood,  and  we  know  not  what 
is  passing  at  Mexico,  nor  have  we  any  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  famous  treaty  between  France  and 
this  country. 

The  schooner  Albert  of  New  Orleans,  has  been 
lost  at  the  entrance  of  the  bar  of  Brazos  de  San- 
tiago. The  cargo  has  been  sold  for  $3,130.  The 
schooner  Southerner  has  been  seized  by  the  custom 
house.  A great  number  of  packages  omitted  in  the 
manifest,  is  the  cause  of  the  confiscation  of  this 
vessel. 

Generals  Bustamente  and  Arista  are  now  at  Vic- 
toria. I presume  the  president’s  intention  is  to  at- 
tack Tampico. 

Genei  al  Canalizo  left  this  place  on  the  19th  at  the 
head  of  700  men  and  six  pieces  of  artillery,  with 
the  design,  as  he  said,  of  going  to  San  Fernando, 
but  he  has  more  probably  gone  to  join  the  forces  of 
general  Bustamente  lor  the  purpose  of  attacking 
Tampico. 

The  Louisianian  copies  from  a Mexican  pappr 
the  following  proclamation  of  Bustamente.  It  is 
dated  from  Ciudad  Victoria,  May  10th. 

Soldiers:  On  the  3d  inst.  on  the  plain  of  San 
Miguel,  near  the  village  of  Acajete,  the  national 
arms  obtained  a complete  triumph  by  the  rout  of 
the  forces  commanded  by  the  ungrateful  ex-general 
Mexia.  That  rash  man,  who  had  caused  so  many 
evils  to  the  republic,  and  who,  on  another  occasion, 
at  the  head  of  a band  of  foreigners,  landed  on  our 
soil  to  dismember  the  territory  of  the  republic,  has 
finished  his  career:  he  has  expiated  his  crimes, 
and  paid  with  his  life  for  the  hlood  of  those  whom 
he  had  seduced  to  join  h;m. 

Let  us  mourn  the  lot  of  his  victims  and  that  of 
our  brethren,  who,  laboring  under  a fatal  delusion, 
still  disturb  the  public  repose  and  lay  waste  the 
country  w'fiich  gave  them  birth.  May  heaven  dis- 
pose them  to  renounce  their  errors  arid  throw  down 
their  arms,  that  the  country  may  be  restored  to 
peace,  so  necessary  to  its  credit,  its  happiness  and 
its  power.  j 


But  should  they  obstinately  persist  in  pursuing 
their  present  course;  if  they  refuse  our  clemency, 
it  is  your  sacred  duty,  soldiers,  to  punish  them,  as 
it  is  to  protect  order  and  support  the  law’s. 

ANASTASIO  BUSTAMENTE. 

From  the  N.  O.  Louisianian. 

We  owe  to  the  politeness  of  the  collector,  Mr. 
Breedlove,  the  following  documents,  communicat- 
ing important  commercial  intelligence  from  Meta- 
moras:— 

Consulate  of  the  TJ.  S.  A.  Metamoras , nth  May,  1839. 

Sir:  I herewith  transmit  a copy  of  a regulation 
published  by  general  Canalizo,  on  the  14th  instant, 
in  pursuance  of  a special  power  invested  in  him  by 
the  Mexican  government,  authorising  the  introduc- 
tion into  this  port  of  all  articles,  with  certain  ex- 
ceptions, prohibited  by  the  existing  arancel,  on 
paying  the  duties  in  cash,  at  the  time  of  importa- 
tion, which  regulation  will  only  remain  in  force  so 
long  as  it  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  troops  on  this  station.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  D.  W.  SMITH. 

James  W.  Breedlove,  esq.  collector  of  the  customs, 
New  Orleans. 

“Regulation — According  to  the  supreme  order 
of  the  first  instant,  communicated  to  me  by  his  ex- 
cellency the  president,  commander  of  the  army  of 
operations,  Anastasia  Bustamente,  it  has  pleased 
his  excellency  the  president  ad  interim  of  the  re- 
public, to  renew  the  authority  granted  to  me  on 
the  17th  January  last,  to  permit  the  introduction 
into  this  port  of  all  sorts  of  merchandise,  even  such 
as  come  under  the  head  of  illegal  trade,  on  the  ex- 
press condition  that  the  duties  be  paid  immediately 
in  cash,  and  that  this  permission  shall  exist  for  no 
longer  time  than  will  be  absolutely  necessary  for 
me  to  render  all  proper  and  complete  assistance  to 
the  meritorious  army  under  my  command. 

“In  consequence  of  this  privilege,  and  acting  in 
conjunction  with  the  head  of  the  department  of  fi- 
nance, it  is  decreed: 

“1.  All  sorts  of  merchandise,  prohibited  by  the 
general  tariff  of  maritime  duties,  shall  be  admitted, 
but  only  into  this  port. 

“2.  The  following  shall  be  excluded:  1.  metal 
buttons,  engraved  on  either  side  with  the  Spanish 
or  other  national  arms:  2.  obscene  stamps,  miniatures, 
paintings  and  pictures  of  all  kinds:  3.  books, 
pamphlets  and  manuscripts  prohibited  by  compe- 
tent authority,  [priests],  and  4.  all  warlike  articles. 

“Published  lor  the  information  and  government 
of  trade. 

“Head  quarters  at  Metamoras,  14th  May,  1839. 
“VALENTIN  CANALIZO, 

“PEDRO  JOSE  DE  LA  GAZA.” 


IMPORTANT  DECISION. 

The  South  Carolina  court  of  errors  have  decided 
that  the  state  courts  have  no  jurisdiction  over  of- 
fences created  by  acts  of  congress.  The  case  was 
this:  a man  by  the  name  of  McBride,  was  indicted 
at  Union,  S.  C.  for  an  offence  created  by  an  act  of 
congress,  which  consisted  in  opening  the  mail  bag, 
and  purloining  money  from  a letter,  which  he  ab- 
stracted. The  grand  jury  having  found  a true  bill, 
the  defendant  pleaded  not  guilty.  Mr.  Justice 
Earle,  before  whom  the  case  came  on,  looking  into 
the  indictment,  was  of  opinion  that  he  had  no  ju- 
risdiction, and  refused  to  try  the  case.  It  was  then 
carried  up  to  the  court  of  errors,  who  affirmed  the 
decision  of  the  court  below.  Judge  Earle  says: 
“To  allow  congress  to  confer  jurisdiction,  and 
to  constitute  state  courts,  inferior  tribunals,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  would  at  once 
trasform  state  judges  into  federal  officers, and  make 
them  a portion  of  the  federal  judiciary.  Some  of 
the  consequences  of  such  a proceeding  I formerly 
pointed  out;  but  independently  of  the  objection 
growing  out  of  that  view,  there  is  another  which 
lies  deeper  and  involves  a more  important  princi- 
ple, which  is  at  the  bottom  of  all  judicial  adminis- 
tration: it  is  that  which  I have  before  glanced  at, 
that  the  judicial  power,  in  its  extent,  depends  upon 
the  legislative.  It  is  a settled  principle  of  juris- 
prudence, recognised  by  all  sound  commentators, 
and  is  well  expressed  by  Mr.  Rawle  in  his  treatise 
on  the  constitution:  “The  judicial  power  must  be 
general  or  limited,  according  to  the  scope  and  ob- 
jects of  the  government;  in  a word,  it  must  be 
fully  and  exactly  commensurate  with  that  of  the 
legislature.  It  cannot,  by  any  terms  of  language, 
be  made  to  extend  beyond  the  legislative  power, 
for  such  excess  would  be  inconsistent  with  its  na- 
ture.” The  clear,  well  defined  separation  between 
the  legislative  function  of  the  general  government 
and  that  of  the  states,  at  once  presents  the  princi- 
ple in  strong  relief.  The  classes  of  subjects  to 
which  the  legislation  of  congress  may  extend  are 
enumerated  in  the  constitution.  The  jurisdiction 
of  the  fedeia!  courts  extends  to  all  cases  arising 
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under  laws  passed  there,  and  to  some  others  ex- 
pressly mentioned.  The  residue  of  the  legislative 
power,  embracing  a vast  variety  of  subjects  and  in- 
terests, belongs  to  the  states;  which  cannot  be  spe- 
cified, and  have  not  attempted  to  be  specified;  ami 
the  judicial  power  of  the  states  extends  to  all 
these,  but  cannot  extend  further.  It  has  not  been 
attempted  to  define,  by  an  enumeration  of  subjects, 
the  extent,  either  of  the  legislative  or  judicial 
power  of  the  states;  they  are  commensurate  with 
each  other,  and  extend  to  all  subjects,  not  confided 
by  the  constitution  to  congress  and  the  federal  ju- 
diciary. Can  the  state  legislature  undertake,  by 
law,  to  regulate  the  post  office,  provide  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  mail,  or  pass  a penal  statute,  such  as 
that  which  gave  rise  to  this  prosecution?  No  one 
will  pretend  this;  and  it  fellows  indisputably,  that 
the  judicial  power  of  the  states  can  take  no  cogni- 
zance of  such  ofi'ence.  To  congress  alone  belongs 
the  power  to  legislate  on  the  subject,  and  to  the 
United  States  belongs  the  jurisdiction  of  the  of- 
fences created. 


STEAM. 

The  changes  accomplished  throughout  the  civilized 
world,  by  the  discovery  and  application  of  steam  to 
arts,  sciences  and  manufactures — are  so  truly  won- 
derful, as  to  be  almost  beyond  belief.  In  travel, 
alone,  this  great  agent  has  effected  the  most  asto- 
nishing resulls.  This  is  fully  apparent,  even  in  con- 
nection with  our  own  city,  and  its  various  avenues 
of  communication  north  and  south.  For  example, 
we  a day  or  two  since  mentioned  the  arrival  of  a 
gentleman  from  Boston,  a distance  of  320  miles,  in 
twenty-two  hours!  He  travelled  the  whole  way 
either  by  steamboat  or  rail  road,  and  in  both  instan- 
ces was  propelled  by  the  agency  of  steam.  So  with 
regard  to  the  south;  any  one  may'  step  into  the  Bal- 
timore boat  at  7 o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  be  in 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  before  7 the  next  morning.  In- 
deed the  trip  has  frequently  been  accomplished  in 
22  hours,  while  passengers  have  been  able  to  tarry 
an  hour,  or  so  at  Baltimore. 

Could  our  forefathers,  of  the  olden  time,  start  up 
from  the  dust,  and  contemplate  these  wonderful 
changes  in  travel  and  its  facilities,  their  surprise 
would  be  extraordinary  indeed.  Less  than  a centu- 
ry ago,  the  trip  between  either  Philadelphia  and 
Boston,  or  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk,  could  not  have 
been  accomplished  by  the  ordinary  conveyances,  in 
much  less  than  a fortnight.  But,  if  we  turn  our  eyes 
to  the  west,  and  especially  to  the  Mississippi  river, 
the  power  of  steam  as  an  agent  will  be  realized  in  a 
still  more  wonderous  manner.  Now,  hundreds  of 
boats  with  thousands  of  passengers,  are  constantly 
passing  and  repassing  upon  the  turbid  waters  of  the 
father  of  rivers,  and  touching  at  points  in  the  course 
of  a few  days,  that  in  the  olden  time  occupied  weeks, 
nay  months,  to  reach  in  an  upward  voyage. — 
And  so  indeed,  throughout  the  greater  portion  of  the 
world. 

It  is  now  said  that  Jerusalem  may  be  reached  by' 
an  American  traveller,  via  Bristol  in  the  Great 
Western,  Paris,  Marseilles  and  Joppa,  in  thirty  three 
days!  These  are  but  of  the  feats  that  may  be  ac- 
complished, so  far  as  travel  is  concerned,  and  with 
comparative  care  and  safety.  And  yet  the  history 
of  the  past  is  calculated  to  make  the  impression  that 
the  progress  of  steam  and  its  utility  are  only  in  their 
infancy,  and  that  a century  hence  will  unfold  still 
more  extraordinary'  wonders.  A late  number  of  the 
London  Quaiterly  Review,  contains  an  article  upon 
the  subject,  in  which  many  interesting  facts  are 
grouped  together.  “Arrangements  are  in  progress 
for  continuing  the  British  trade  across  the  isthmus  of 
Darrien,  with  steamers,  which  are  to  ply  on  the  great 
Pacific  ocean,  between  Valparaiso  and  Panama,  a 
distance  of  2.500  miles.  By  this  means,  the  voyage 
round  Cape  Horn  to  Lima,  which  has  hitherto  oc- 
cupied about  four  months,  will  be  reduced  to  about 
thirty  days!”  In  the  Mediterranean,  steam  vessels 
are  used  by  Christians,  Jews  and  Turks,  while  as 
early'  as  182-t,  a steamer  made  four  successful 
voyages  between  Bombay  ami  Suez.  The  Irish 
sea,  German  ocean  and  the  British  channel,  are  tra- 
versed by  steamers,  while  in  the  American  rivers 
and  lakes,  there  cannot  be  less  than  one  thousand 
steamers  in  operation. 

In  reference  to  the  last  important  enterprise,  as 
connected  with  steam,  we  mean  the  establishment 
of  packets  between  the  old  and  new  worlds — the 
greatest  trip  on  record  was  recently  made  by  the 
Great  Western.  The  distance  between  Bristol  and 
New  York  is  about  3,150  geographical  miles,  the 
whole  of  which  was  accomplished  in  13  days  and 
7 hours.  In  little  more  than  a fortnight,  several 
British  officers  dined  in  the  old  world,  at  their  bar- 
racks, in  Woolwich,  beyond  London,  and  in  a pub- 
lic hotel  in  Baltimore — having  in  that  brief  period, 
passed  across  the  ocean  and  through  New  York  and 
Philadelphia1  The  Great  Western  is  240  feet  in 


length.  She  has  but  two  engines  of  225  horse  pow- 
er each.  Her  cylinders  are  73$  inches  in  diameter, 
and  yet  she  is  quite  a small  vessel  when  compared 
with  several  others  constructed,  or  in  progress  of 
construction.  The  British  Queen,  for  example,  is 
believed  to  be  the  largest  steamer  in  the  world.  Her 
length  of  keel  is  223  feet.  Extreme  length  275  feet. 
Breadth  of  beam  40  feet.  Including  guards  65  feet. 
Depth  of  hold  27  feet.  Tonnage  1,862  tons.  Di- 
ameter of  cylinders  77^  inches;  length  of  stroke  7 
feet.  Diameter  of  wheels  30  feet.  Estimated 
weight  of  engines,  boilers  and  water  500  tons;  do.  of 
coals  for  20  days’  consumption  600  tons.  Draught 
of  water  with  the  above  weight  16  feet. 

The  Gorgon  is  the  largest  steamship  in  the  British 
navy.  She  is  1,150  tons,  and  carries  20  days  coal,  and 
stores  for  six  months.  Her  service  has  been  of  the 
experimental  kind,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  past 
winter  she  has  been  cruising  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
and  so  well  satisfied  are  the  British  government  of 
her  capacity  to  contend  with  boisterous  weather  that 
they  are  now  constr  ucting  some  five  or  six  others; 
one  of  which  the  Cyclops,  will  measure  over  two 
thousand  tons.  The  engines  of  the  Gorgon,  it 
should  be  recollected,  are  only  of  the  same  calibre 
and  power  as  those  of  the  Sirus  of  700  tons,  which 
preceded  the  Great  Western  on  her  first  trip  to  New 
York.  If  the  Gorgon,  which  is  450  tons  more  bur- 
den than  the  Sirus,  performed  so  well  with  the  same 
power  in  the  stormy  Bay  of  Biscay,  during  the  win- 
ter, what  may  be  expected  from  larger  vessels  with 
corresponding  engines? 

These  are  facts  full  of  interest,  and  the  results  al- 
ready ascertained,  have  utterly  annihilated  the  theo- 
ry of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Lardner.  That  accidents 
will  occasionally  happen,  must  be  expected,  at  least 
for  many  years  to  come;  but  as  improvement  pro- 
gress. and  as  new  discoveries  are  made,  less  appre- 
hension will  be  felt,  and  the  system  which  is  now 
only  in  its  infancy,  will  eventually  become  as  perfect 
as  any  human  system  may  be.  So  much  for  steam, 
as  applied  to  navigation. 

Its  use  and  influence  on  rail  roads  and  manufac- 
tures are  equally  important;  but  we  shall  advert  to 
this  branch  of  the  subject  at  an  early  opportunity. 

\Phila.  Inq. 


CUSTOM  HOUSE  FRAUDS  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Samuel  R.  Wood,  one  of  the  foreign  gang  of  swind- 
lers in  New  York,  was  a few  days  ago  mulcted  in 
damages  to  the  amount  of  $12,276,  and  has  since  been 
arrested,  at  the  instance  of  the  United  States  district  at- 
torney, on  a charge  of  perjury,  in  making  false  entries  at 
the  custom  house. 

The  suit  upon  which  the  above  verdict  was  rendered 
was  brought  up  by  the  United  States  against  the  defen- 
dant for  the  recovery  of  an  amount  ot  duties  upon  im- 
ported W'oollen  goods  invoiced  and  sworn  through 
the  custom  house  at  33  per  cent,  below  their  value. 

The  following  precious  extracts  from  letters  written 
by  the  defendant  to  his  father,  who  was  his  partner  in 
England,  will  convey  some  idea  of  the  motive  of  ttiis 
swindling  transaction; 

The  letters  were  generally  accompanied  by  accounts 
of  sales,  and  bore  various  dates,  from  29th  November, 
1834,  to  1st  December,  1837. 

July  31st.  I would  not  make  altogether  one  price. 
I told  you  in  my  previous  letters,  that  you  must  invoice 
two-thirds  of  their  real  value — that  will  be  one-third 
less.  If  you  cannot  understand  this  writing,  I cannot 
tell  you. 

Sept.  23d,  1835.  “I  am  astonished  that  you  did  not 
allow  one  yard  per  piece,  and  you  will  have  to  sell 
them  a little  higher,  and  give  me  the  cost  on  a slip  of 
paper.” 

Nov.  3d.  “Yours  by  ship  Virginia  is  duly  to  hand, 
with  invoice  ofG.  537.  I think  you  must  have  made 
a mistake  in  invoice.  I don’t  see  what  kind  of  cassi- 
mere9  they  can  be  at  Is.  lOd.  per  yard.  You  will 
have  to  invoice  over  two-thirds  if  you  make  cheap 
goods. 

May  24,  1836.  “I  am  surprised,  after  your  receiving 
such  letters  of  information  as  you  have — to  think  that 
you  would  dare  to  charge  these  two  colored  ribs  3s.  Id. 

“I  have  told  you  time  after  time,  still  you  will  swerve 
from  it.  Yours  by  ship  South  America  is  to  hand,  and 
these  cable  ribs,  they  will  not  pass  them,  less  than 
about  4s.  6d.  or  4s.  7d.  per  yard.  5 per  cent.  off.  If  this 
G.  548,  had  been  seen,  they  would  have  stopped  them 
at  once.  You  ought  to  alter  the  mark  and  number  of 
packages,  also  number  of  goods.  1 told  you  if  goods 
were  cheap  to  invoice  thyrn  more-  Nos.  361  and  360, 
instead  of  7d.  more  is  7d.  less,  that  makes  over  20  per 
cent.  I believe  will  not  libel  them.  I cannot  see  what 
you  are  about.  Please  to  look  at  my  previous  letters 
for  12  months  back. 

“P.  S.  You  will  please  send  new  invoices  of  all  goods 
up  to  this  shipment,  and  those  9 bales  I must  have  new 
invoices- — sooner  the  better.  M.  Drodbent’s  are  up  to 
4s.  lOd.  and  4s.  9d.  per  yard — his  best  cable  ribs.  You 
may  judge  if  they  would  pass  vours  for  3s.  8d.  if  they 
are  as  good,  and  your  black  cloths  at  such  prices  as 
these.  You  must  come  nearer  the  exact  cost,  and  have 
your  paper  renewed  until  I can  make  a return.  Head- 
strong work  will  not  do,  you  may  tell  by  seeing  M.  B. 
Yon  must  have  seen  one  another,  or  you  would  not  in- 


voice so  much  alike.  Mind  what  I have  written  now 
and  in  previous  letters.” 

June  25ih.  “1  have  entered  G.  576,  Sic.  which  I 
have  passed,  but  they  found  a great  deal  of  faul;  the 
others  I dare  not  enter,  till  I receive  new  invoices.” 

Aug.  16.  “Yours  by  J.  Shaw  is  duly  to  hand,  which 

1 have  entered  at  the  custom  house,  and  it  is  very  disa- 
greeable for  myself  to  pass  such  invoices  as  I have  had 
latterly.  G.  554  was  ordered  to  be  examined;  finding 
one  piece  3 to  4 shillings  better  than  another  and  charg- 
ed the  same,  will  forfeit  the  whole  package. 

“I  had  such  a scolding  from  the  appraiser,  that  I do 
not  like  to  go  near  the  store,  and  it  is  all  carelessness  on 
your  part  of  invoicing  goods.  If  you  bought  them  all 
for  one  price  you  are  not  fit  to  purchase  goods.  Also 
in  bale  G.  559,  you  say  in  the  invoice  ploded  cassinets, 

2 ps.  at  3s.  4d.;  8 pieces  ploded  buckskins  at  3s.  2d.; 
No.  1,614,  2 pieces  at  3s.  5d.  printed — now,  they  are  all 
prin  ted. 

“Why  the  devil  you  should  make  such  a distinction 
in  the  invoice,  the  worst  description  of  goods  you  could 
have  sent,  by  G-d.  You  have  bought  without  either 
judgment  or  skill,  and  as  for  invoicing,  I have  written 
enough;  I can  do  nothing  except  I come  to  make  them 
out.” 

March  16.  “I  am  astonished  that  you  have  no  more 
management  of  business  than  buying  such  trash  as  these 
satin  faces  and  melburn  stripes,  John  Schofield  has 
sold  many  a score  here  at  $1  25  to  $1  37  1-2.  Now 
yours  cost  over  what  his  fetched  before  he  left  home. 
The  last  satin  faces  sold  to  a loss;  they  were  25  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  these.” 

“Enclosed  is  four  patterns.  If  you  do  not  feel  asham- 
ed of  yourself  I do  for  you.  It  snail  not  be  said  I made 
your  estate  away  I will  not  receive  any  more  such  as 
these  bales,  for  instance;  8s.  2d.  no  better  than  this  pat- 
tern. By  G-d,  I never  pay  for  them.  G-d  d-rri  all 
such  shipments;  and  as  for  such  trash  as  the  cassimeres 
he  would  never  send  out  at  any  price.  The  satin  fa- 
ces are  not  fit  for  the  blacks  to  wear.  Look  at  them! 
look  at  them!  G-d  d-m  it,  look  at  them!’’  “This  is  such 
a lesson  as  I never  had  since  I came  to  the  country.  I 
have  not  examined  all  yet.’’ 


MR.  BUCHANAN. 

From  the  Harrisburg  (Pa).  Keystone,  .Tune  19. 

On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Buchanan  arrived  in  town, 
and  was  invited  by  the  democratic  members  of  the 
legislature  to  partake  of  a dinner  with  them.  He 
declined  the  honor  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  fol- 
lowing letter,  to  which  we  call  the  attention  of 
evety  democrat  in  the  state.  Like  every  produc- 
tion of  Mr.  Buchanan,  it  is  able,  clear,  and  states- 
manlike, in  a most  eminent  degree. 

On  Monday  evening  an  entertainment  was  given 
at  Mr.  Nagle’s,  at  which  all  the  democratic  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature,  together  with  the  governor, 
heads  of  department,  and  many  citizens  of  various 
parts  of  the  state  attended.  The  assemblage  was 
characterised  by  great  hilarity,  good  feeling,  and 
zeal.  Several  interesting  and  eloquent  addresses 
were  delivered  during  the  evening,  among  which 
were  addresses  by  Air.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Ingersoll, 
col.  Porter,  col.  Parsons,  and  others.  The  toasts 
were  pointed  and  appropiate. 

Hall  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
Harrisburg,  June  15,  1839. 

Dear  Sir:  Hearing  of  your  temporary  sojourn 
in  this  place,  the  undersigned  democratic  members 
of  the  spnate  and  house  of  representatives,  in  testi- 
mony of  their  high  sense  of  your  services  in  the 
cause  of  liberal  principles;  and  especially  in  the 
course  you  have  pursued  in  sustaining  the  piesident 
of  the  United  Slates  in  his  firm  stand  in  favor  of  a 
well  regulated  and  well  guarded  depository  of  the 
public  treasure,  under  the  strict  control  of  officers 
of  the  general  government  who  are  immediately 
responsible  to  the  laws  and  t he  people,  as  contra- 
distinguished from  a depository  in  irresponsible  pri- 
vate associations  of  individuals  or  corporations, 
tender  lo  you  a public  dinner  at  such  time  as  may 
suit  your  convenience, 

Sami.  Carpenter,  John  Miller,  Henry  Alyers, 
Thos.  C.  Miller,  on  behalf  of  the  democratic  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania. 

T.  B.  McElwee,  Stokes  L.  Roberts,  J.  R.  Snow- 
den, Win.  AlcKinstry,  Charles  Pray,  M.  N.  Carpen- 
ter, E.  W.  Hamlin,  Win.  Field,  on  behalf  of  the 
democratic  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

To  bon.  James  Buchanan. 

Hanisburg,  June  17,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I have  been  honored  by  your  kind 
invitation  to  a public  dinner,  to  be  given  when  it 
might  best  suit  my  convenience,  during  my  visit  to 
this  place.  The  approbation  of  my  public,  conduct 
by  the  democratic  members  of  any  legislature  of 
my  native  state  would  inspire  me  with  the  most 
grateful  feelings;  but  emanating  as  it  now  does 
from  that  faithful,  able  and  devoted  baud  by  whose 
patriotism,  firmness,  and  discretion,  our  beloved 
commonwealth  has  been  saved  from  a revolution  in 
its  government,  I feel  it  to  be  a reward  far  beyond 
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my  deserts.  All  I can  promise  in  return  is,  that  1 
shall  endeavor,  by  pursuing  the  same  course  which 
has  won  your  favor,  to  merit  its  continuance.  I re- 
gret that  i cannot  accept  your  invitation,  as  my  en- 
gagements require  me  to  leave  Harrisburg  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Wtien  Mr.  Van  Buren  first  recommended  to  con- 
gress the  adoption  of  the  independent  treasury,  as 
the  leading  financial  measure  of  his  administration, 

I took  my  stand  in  its  favor,  from  the  firmest  con- 
viction that  it  was  a just  and  necessary  measure.  Its 
true  character  was  at  first  misunderstood  by  many 
of  the  best  and  wisest  democrats  of  the  country; 
and  it  was  misrepresented  in  such  a manner  by  the 
satellites  of  the  banking  power  as  to  cover  it  with  a 
cloud  of  prejudice.  This  cloud  has  already  been 
dissipated  by  public  opinion,  the  sovereign  arbiter 
of  all  political  measures  under  our  form  of  govern- 
ment; and  viewed  in  the  light  of  truth,  it  now 
stands  as  a monument  of  the  wisdom,  firmness,  and 
patriotism,  of  its  distinguished  author.  Its  final 
success,  and  that  at  no  distant  day,  seems  inevita- 
ble. Another  bank  of  the  United  States  is  repudi- 
ated, at  least  for  the  present,  by  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  that  party  who  were  formerly  its  devoted 
friends.  What,  then,  are  the  remaining  alterna- 
tives for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  money?  Does 
any  man  now  seriously  believe  that,  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  people  will  again  resort  to  a league  of 
affiliated  slate  banks,  and  pour  the  public  treasure 
into  their  vaults,  and  thus  again  convert  it  into  an 
engine  of  ruinous  expansions  and  contractions  of 
the  currency,  and  of  new  political  panics  and  pres- 
sures? Shall  we  place  our  money  under  the  custo- 
dy of  corporations  which  in  the  day  of  trial,  when 
we  shall  most  require  its  use  to  sustain  the  honor 
and  interest  of  the  country,  may  again  convert  into 
irredeemable  bank  paper?  Above  all,  shall  we,  who 
profess  to  be  the  friends  of  state  rights  and  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  bind  together  by  bonds  of  mutual 
interest  the  eight  hundred  banks  of  the  country  and 
the  chief  executive  magistrate;  and  thus  place  un- 
der his  control  instruments  of  corrupting  influence 
throughout  every  state  of  the  union  of  more  exten- 
sive power  than  was  ever  wielded  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  States?  If  the  democracy  of  the  coun- 
try be  not  willing  thus  to  put  themselves  in  subjec- 
tion to  the  banking  power,  the  only  remaining  al- 
ternative is  the  independent  treasury.  This  mea- 
sure is  so  simple  in  itself,  and  so  conformable  to  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  constitution,  that  it  could  not 
fail,  when  freed  from  the  mists  of  prejudice,  to 
command  the  approbation  of  the  people.  By  its 
adoption,  we  merely  propose  to  return  to  the  prac- 
tice which  prevailed  for  some  time  after  the  origin 
of  the  federal  government,  and  entrust  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  money  to  agents  responsible 
to  the  government  of  the  people,  instead  of  banking 
corporations  responsible  only  to  their  own  stock- 
holders. The  public  money  is  now  collected  by 
responsible  officers,  and  it  is  disbursed  by  responsi- 
ble officers;  why,  then,  between  the  lime  of  its  col- 
lection and  disbursement,  should  it  be  confided  to 
irresponsible  banks?  This  is  the  sole  question. 

By  depriving  the  banks  of  the  custody  of  the 
public  money,  you  will  not  injure  any  one  of  them 
which  is  conducted  on  sound  and  safe  principles.  It 
is  true  that  the  establishment  of  the  independent 
treasury,  besides  diminishing  their  profits  in  a small 
deo-ree,  by  taking  from  them  the  use  of  the  people’s 
money,  to  which  they  have  no  just  claim,  may  re- 
quire them  to  keep  in  their  vaults  a somewhat  larger 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  than  heretofore;  but  this 
will  be  one  of  the  greatest  incidental  advantages  of 
the  system.  This  required  increase  of  the  precious 
metals  will,  however,  I fear,  prove  wholly  inade- 
quate to  restrict  the  banks  within  those  safe  limits 
which  will  secure  to  the  public  a paper  circulation 
at  all  times  convertible  inlogold  and  silver.  1 mere- 
ly throw  out  these  hasly  hints  on  the  great  subject 
to  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  advert,  and 
W’hich  is  making  such  rapid  advances  in  the  public 
favor.  With  sentiments  of  grateful  respect,  I re- 
main sincerely  yours,  JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

Samuel  Carpenter,  John  Miller,  Henry  Myers, 
and  Thomas  C.  Miller,  on  behalf  of  the  democrnric 
members  of  the  senate. 

Thomas  B.  McElwee,  Stokes  L.  Roberts,  J.  R. 
Snowden,  William  McKinstry,  Charles  Pray,  Miles 
N.  Carpenter,  E.  W.  Hamlin,  and  Win.  Field,  on 
behalf  of  the  democratic  members  of  the  house  of 
representatives. 


AMERICAN  VESSELS  ENGAGED  IN  THE 
WHALE  FISHERY. 

Circular  to  collectors,  naval  officers  and  surveyors. 

Treasury  department , 
First  comptroller's  office,  June  0,  1839. 
Sir:  From  the  results  of  recent  trials  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  it  appears  that  Ameri- 
can vessels,  sailing  under  registers,  and  without  be- 


ing enrolled  and  licensed,  have,  in  violation  of  law, 
been  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries. 

On  full  examination  of  the  records  of  this  depart- 
ment, it  is  evident  that  this  course  has  been  adopted 
without  its  sanction,  and  it  becomes  matter  of  re- 
gret that  a practice  so  erroneous  should  have  been 
introduced  and  suffered  so  general^  to  be  pursued 
being  contrary  to  the  instructions  of  this  office  con- 
tained in  the  circular  of  28th  December,  1793,  and 
its  decisions  in  special  cases  submitted  to  it,  and 
also  in  disregard  of  existing  laws,  as  construed  by 
the  United  Slates  courts,  subjecting  such  vessels  on 
their  arrival,  to  foreign  tonnage  and  duties,  and  in 
some  cases  to  forfeiture  of  vessel  and  cargo;  and, 
while  at  sea,  alieniating  the  American  character  ol 
the  vessel,  and  thus  losing  the  wholesome  protection 
of  the  laws  against  the  revolt  of  their  crews. 

Owners  arid  masters  of  such  vessels  now  in  port 
or  which  may  hereafter  arrive,  under  these  circum- 
stances, will  perceive  the  necessity  of  surrendering, 
or  causing  to  be  surrendered,  ( he  registers  of  their 
vessels,  and  having  them  enrolled  and  licensed  ac- 
cording to  law,  before  proceeding  to  sea,  and  of 
pursuing  such  other  measures  for  their  own  security 
as  the  important  interests  involved  would  seem  to  in- 
dicate. 

By  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  the  18th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1793,  if,  at  the  expiration  of  the  year  for 
which  the  license,  is  given,  the  vessel  be  at  sea,  and 
the  master  shall,  wilhin  forty-eight  hours  after  his 
arrival,  deliver  to  the  collector  of  the  district  in 
which  he  shall  first  have  arrived,  the  license  which 
shall  have  expired,  and  make  oath  that  it  expired 
whilst  at  sea,  taking  the  certificate  of  the  collector 
therefor,  as  provided  in  the  9lh  section  of  the  same 
act,  with  which  to  proceed  to  his  proper  district,  the 
forfeiture  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  or  payment  of 
foreign  tonnage  and  duties,  as  the  case  may  be,  is 
avoided. 

The  limited  duration  of  the  license,  as  is  contend- 
ed for  by  some,  would  not  therefore  appear  to  have 
been  a sufficient  reason  for  this  clear  deviation  from 
existing  laws. 

Consequently  with  a view  to  secure  to  such  en- 
rolled and  licensed  vessels  all  the  benefits,  privi- 
leges, and  protection  of  those  laws,  collectors  of  the 
customs  are  authorised  and  directed  on  application, 
besides  the  papers  before  mentioned,  to  grant  to 
such  vessels  general  clearance,  passport,  bill  of 
health,  sea  letter,  and  permit  to  touch  and  trade  at 
any  foreign  port  or  place  during  the  voyage,  together 
with  a certified  copy  of  the  crew  list.  On  the  clear- 
ance of  such  vessels,  they  will,  in  pursuance  of  the 
21st  section  of  the  act  cited,  require  from  the  mas- 
ter that  his  manifest  of  outward  cargo  be  verified  on 
oath,  that  on  their  arrival  in  port,  the  manifest  and 
entry  of  inward  cargo  must,  in  like  manner,  be  ve- 
rified. 

With  respect  to  the  cases  of  vessels  sailing  under 
registers,  which  have  recently  returned  from  whal- 
ing voyages,  as  well  as  those  of  vessels  which  here- 
after may  arrive,  until  further  legislation,  the  exist- 
ing laws  must  be  enforced  as  it  regards  the  duty  on 
the  tonnage  of  the  vessel  ami  on  (he  cargo  if  it  be  of 
dutiable  character,  as  well  as  other  legal  liabilities, 
the  remedy  for  relief  for  any  penalty,  forfeiture,  or 
disability  incurred  by  such  vessels  being  in  remis- 
sion by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  where  his  legal 
power  may  be  exercised  and  the  case  shall  justify 
his  interference  or  with  congress  in  regard  to  the 
duties. 

The  papers  herein  directed  to  be  issued , being 
such  as  are  made  necessary  for  vessels  employed  in 
the  foreign  Irade,  with  the  exception  of  the  permit 
to  touch  and  trade  as  prescribed  in  the  circular  of 
the  28th  December,  1793,  it  is  presumed  that  col- 
lectors of  the  customs  will  encounter  no  difficulty 
in  the  premises. 

Proper  notice  should,  however,  be  given  to  the 
owners  and  masters  of  Whaling  vessels  of  the  nature 
and  object  of  these  instructions,  that  they  may  incur 
no  injury  by  neglecting  to  conform  to  them. 

It  lias  been  made  a question  whether  vessels, 
sailing  under  enrolments  and  licenses,  with  the  pa- 
pers before  enumerated,  might  not  take  on  board 
goods  to  be  landed  at  foreign  ports,  with  the  right 
of  drawback. 

In  view  of  such  privilege,  none  but  registered 
vessels,  under  existing  laws,  being  permitted  to  en- 
gage in  the  foreign  trade,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
department  that  it  cannot  ire  extended  to  vessels  en- 
rolled and  licensed. 

Another  matter,  as  respects  vessels  enrolled  and 
licensed  for  the  coasting  trade,  is  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  claim  your  atlention. 

Frequently,  applications  are  made  by  purchasers 
of  coasting  vessels,  or  transfered  by  process  of  law  lo 
have  them  enrolled  and  licensed,  in  consequence  of 
former  owners  withholding  the  old  papers. 

The  proviso  in  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1797,  ob- 
viates any  distinction  that  may  have  been  taken  in 


practice  between  the  papers  of  these  and  other  ves- 
sels be  not  surrendered  on  the  change  of  property, 
the  former  owner  or  owners  incur  the  penalty  pre- 
scribed in  the  14th  section  of  the  act  of  December 
31,  1792,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  oi  suit. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  these  instructions  have 
the  approbation  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant. J.  N.  BARKER,  comptroller. 


ESPY’S  THEORY  OF  STORMS. 

Professor  Espy  is  now  engaged  in  delivering  a course 
of  lectures  upon  his  theory  of  storms,  which  lias  ex- 
cited considerable  attention  among  the  scientific  men 
of  our  country.  The  following  general  notice  of  his 
lectures  from  the  New  York  “ Express ” (with  the  ad- 
dition of  two  paragraphs  appended  from  the  “Whig”) 
will  give  our  readers  a good  outline  of  his  theory. 

Thelaw  of  storms.  Ft  is  pretty  satisfactorily  demon- 
strated by  professor  Espy  that  there  are  certain  laws 
regulating  storms,  tornadoes,  hurricanes,  &c.  almost  as 
regular  as  those  which  control  the  motion  of  the  earth 
or  the  celestial  bodies.  The  travels  of  these  storms,  he 
thinks,  can  be  portrayed  upon  a chart,  as  are  the  mo- 
tions of  the  planets — and  thus  results  can  be  deduced 
of  vast  service  to  the  farmer,  the  mariner,  the  world. 
If  it  be  a fact  even  that  the  time  of  a storm’s  coming 
could  be  calculated — its  distance — its  locus  in  que — its 
orbit,  if  we  may  so  express  ourselves,  the  world — its 
navigation,  its  agriculture,  its  pleasures — can  be  revo- 
lutionized. But  professor  Espy  professes  to  go  farther 
— and  to  prove  that  in  certain  states  of  the  atmosphere 
he  can  make  a storm,  or  operate  upon  this  atmosphere, 
so  as  to  create  an  artificial  rain.  We  are  ready  to 
credit  much  to  the  studies  of  so  scientific  a man  as 
professor  Espy,  for  there  are  no  doubt  fixed  laws  to 
regulate  storms;  and  his  proposition  is  not  more  start- 
ling than  that  of  Dr.  Franklin  was  when  first  promul- 
gated. Certainly  no  study  is  more  interesting  or  im- 
portant. Mr.  Redfield’s  observations  are  attracting 
the  attention  of  the  world,  and  this  country  seems  to 
be  peculiarly  the  field  for  observation,  first  because  one 
language  is  sprken  over  the  whole  field,  next  on  ac- 
count of  the  rapidity  of  inter-communication,  and 
lastly,  for  the  violence  of  its  storms. 

The  revolution  in  society  professor  Espy  will  work 
out,  if  he  establishes  his  science,  is  worthy  of  conside- 
ration. Indeed  he  will  be  deserving  of  the  Homeric 
epithet  of  the  cloud-compelling  Jupiter.  If  we  have  a 
journey  to  make,  we  shall  have  but  to  look  at  our  ne- 
phulouscope,  and  we  are  omniscient  as  to  the  weather. 
That  great  topic  of  conversation,  on  which  men’s 
tongues  are  so  fruitful,  and  that  now  serves  as  an  in- 
troduction of  all  others,  will  be  but  an  affair  of  science, 
exciting  but  little  more  curiosity  than  the  barometer  or 
thermometer.  When  we  get  up  in  the  morning,  in 
our  variable  clime,  instead  of  being  compelled  to  doubt 
long  and  anxiously  over  a thick  coat  or  thin  one — a 
vest  of  woollen  or  of  silk — we  have  but  to  calculate 
scientifically  the  motion  of  the  air,  and  we  can  sally 
forth  independent  of  overcoats  or  an  umbrella.  The 
fanner  will  know  when  to  mow  down,  or  to  gather  up 
his  hay.  Science  will  take  hold  of  the  sickle,  and 
when  the  harvest  comes,  the  farmer  need  not  fear  for 
every  cloud  that  gathers  over  his  wheat  field.  He  can 
sow  and  he  can  reap  with  the  knowledge  of  omni- 
science almost.  But  what  Neptune  will  say— -poor  old 
Neptune,  the  venerable  deity  of  Roman  adoration — 
now  Vulcan  with  his  fire  ship  seizes  his  very  beard, 
and  drives  his  car  triumphant  over  his  waves,  and  in 
the  very  teeth  of  his  winds — what  Neptune  will  sav — 
when  man  exalts  his  own  immortal  spirit  to  the  perfect 
knowledge  of  all  nature’s  laws — exploring  the  cave,  as 
it  were,  of  jEolus,  and  bridling  Boreas  too — we  shall 
see — as  the  saiior  is  admonished  of  the  storm,  a thou- 
sand miles  of!1— as  he  puts  its  route  upon  the  chart,  and 
tells  the  wffiole  story  upon  his  log  book,  ere  the  time  has 
come.  But  if  professor  Espy  can  do  what  he  thinks 
can  be  done,  make  a storm,  at  once,  man  is  almost 
master  of  the  world. 

The  design  of  last  evening’s  lecture  was  to  show  the 
method  of  ascertaining  the  height  of  the  base  of  form- 
ing clouds  by  the  thermometer;  to  lay  down  rules,  and 
explain  how  any  careful  observer  may  know  at  any 
time  in  what  diiection  a great,  storm  is  raging,  while  it 
is  vet  four  or  five  hundred,  or  even  a greater  number  of 
miles  distant;  and  to  show  by  deduction  from  admitted 
facts,  that  rain  may  be  produced  by  artificial  means  in 
time  of  drought.  In  the  effect,  the  lecturer  was  emi- 
nently successful;  and  if  all  who  heard  him  were  not 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  truth  of  his  doctrines,  they 
were  certainly  impressed  v\ith  the  belief  that  he  pos- 
sessed a rare  amount  of  knowledge,  and  that  he  was  a 
believer  in  the  verity  of  his  discoveries. 

The  absence  of  rain  in  Egypt  and  in  Peru,  and 
many  other  interesting  phenomena,  which  scholars 
have  spent  lives  in  fruitless  endeavors  to  explain,  are, 
by  the  theory  of  Mr.  Espy,  satisfactorily  accounted  for, 
and  every  mystery,  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
law  of  storms,  finds  in  it  a key.  There  is  about  him 
none  of  the  quackery  which  obtains  so  universally 
now-a-days;  lie  is  a man  of  profound  learning;  and, 
rnaugre  all  the  opinions  to  the  contrary,  as -ane  as  was 
ever  any  teacher  of  a new  science. 

Upon  this  subject  of  storm-making,  Mr.  Espy  dis- 
coursed last  night,  and  his  lecture  was  one  of  high 
interest..  His  beautiful  theory,  that  a storm  is  the  focus 
of  converging  winds,  as  for  example,  if  there  is  a 
storm  in  New  York,  the  winds  from  all  points  of  the 
compass  begin  to  blow  to  New  York,  from  Albany, 
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Boston,  Philadelphia,  &c.  the  winds,  as  it  were,  di- 
verging from  this  city,  he  pursues  with  the  facts,  ad- 
mitted we  believe,  that  volcanoes  at  times  create  rains, 
also  prairies  on  tire,  even  heavy  discharges  of  cannon. 
In  time  of  drought,  he  argues  that  the  air  is  most  charg- 
ed with  vapor,  and  nature  best  fitted  for  artificial  ope- 
rations, and  then  he  proposes  by  means  of  fire  so  to 
rarity  the  air,  as  to  produce  ascending  columns,  which, 
as  they  mount,  become  clouds,  subject  to  all  the  laws 
which  he  demonstrates  to  be  the  regulators  of  storms. 
He  does  not  assume  to  say  he  can  create  a rain  at 
will — but  he  believes  that  in  a drought,  when  the  up- 
per stratum  of  air  is  favorable  for  artificial  experiments, 
he  can,  by  means  of  intense  heat,  create  an  ascending 
column  of  ratified  air  to  be  evolved  in  aqueous  clouds, 
which  shall  take  the  easterly  motion  of  all  storms,  and 
finally  cover  a country.  Thus  at  New  York  he  thinks 
he  can  make  a storm  for  Boston,  or  on  the  Ohio  create 
a rain  for  all  the  middle  states  and  New  England  too. 

These  extraordinary  ideas  would  amaze  us,  if  we 
had  not  been  powerfully  influenced  by  the  orems  ap- 
parently demonstrated,  from  which  these  inferences  of 
what  can  be  done  are  but  corollaries.  Professor  Espy, 
beyond  all  question,  is  a man  of  science.  He  is  en- 
thusiastic but  no  quack — no  pretender — and  we  have 
not  a doubt  would  create  a profound  impression  by  his 
theory  in  any  scientific  circle  of  the  world. 


TRANS-ATLANTIC  POSTAGE. 

The  annexed  correspondence  has  been  placed  in 
our  hands  by  a mercantile  friend,  lor  the  purpose 
of  correcting,  by  its  publication,  the  errors  or 
omissions  which  appear  to  have  been  the  cause  of 
losses  that  have  been  sustained  by  commercial 
houses  in  this  country,  in  the  payment  of  postage 
on  letters  to  their  correspondents  in  Europe.  It 
will  be  recollected,  that  soon  after  the  steam  ship 
commenced  running  between  England  and  Ame- 
rica, the  postmasters  in  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and 
Boston,  through  a desire  to  promote  the  conveni- 
ence of  merchants  and  others,  announced  that  they 
would — not  in  their  official  capacity,  but  to  advance 
public  convenience, — receive  at  their  respective 
offices  the  ship  money  on  letters  that  might  be  sent 
to  Europe,  together  with  the  postage  that  would  be 
payable  in  England,  thereby  securing  the  prompt 
transmission  of  letters  addressed  to  the  continent, 
without  further  trouble. 

In  consequence  of  this  annunciation,  accompa- 
nied by  a tariff  of  the  rates  of  charge,  persons  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  mailing  their  letters  for  the 
steamers,  paying  at  the  same  time  the  postage  from 
their  respective  cities  to  New  York,  the  steam 
ship  carriage,  25  cents,  and  the  postage  from  Eng- 
land to  the  continent,  according  to  the  tariff  above 
mentioned.  The  postmasters,  we  have  no  doubt, 
have  performed  their  part  of  the  agreement,  and 
forwarded  the  cash  thus  received  to  the  parties  in 
New  York,  to  whom  the  performance  of  the  ba- 
lance of  the  arrangement  was  committed;  but  some- 
how or  other,  although  the  letters  have  been  duly 
forwarded  to  England,  the  post  offices  in  that  coun- 
try have  required  the  payment  of  postage  which 
had,  in  fact,  already  been  paid  in  the  United  States. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  as,  according  to  the  letter 
of  the  postmaster  in  London,  in  ans  wer  to  the  let- 
ter from  the  postmaster  at  Bremen,  “neither  the 
ship  nor  packet  postage  can  be  paid  in  the  United 
States  on  passing  through  England,”  the  arrange- 
ment announced,  with  the  tariff  of  prices  annexed, 
must  have  been  dependent  on  an  act  to  be  per- 
formed by  an  agent  of  the  steam  packet  company 
in  England,  to  wit:  the  payment  of  the  postage 
through  that  country,  when  the  letters  should  be 
put  into  the  office  there,  and  that  the  additional 
charge  has  been  made  on  account  of  a failure  to  do 
so.  If  such  be  the  case,  the  omission  complained 
of  is  to  be  traced  to  the  party  charged  with  mailing 
the  letters  to  England,  and  should  be  corrected 
there  forthwith.  It  is  also  more  than  probable  that 
the  difficulty  may  have  arisen  from  putting  the 
letter  bags  into  the  office,  without  discriminating 
between  letters  on  which  European  postage  was  paid, 
and  those  on  which  it  was  chargeable. 

The  letters  intended  for  the  continent  have  thus 
been  forwarded  at  once  to  their  destination  under 
existing  regulations  between  the  British  and  conti- 
nental governments,  and  at  the  places  to  which 
they  have  been  respectively  addressed,  the  entire 
European  postage  has  been  exacted.  If  a separate 
bag  for  letters  on  which  the  trans- Atlantic  postage 
is  paid,  were  made  up  at  New  York,  numbered 
and  sealed,  to  be  put  into  the  office  on  their  land- 
ing in  England,  together  with  the  postage  so  paid, 
the  difficulty  would  be  surmounted.  [Balt.  Ame. 

Bremen,  19/A  April,  1839. 
To  the  general  post  office,  London : 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  es- 
teemed favorof  the  27th  wit.  informing  me  of  the  re- 
duction in  the  rate  of  postage  for  the  correspond- 
ence with  the  United  States  of  America,  with  the 
regular  packets,  which  will  serve  me  as  my  guide 
in  future. 


Several  complaints  having  been  lately  made  to 
me  of  letters  being  charged  here  with  the  lull  rate 
of  postage  from  America,  notwithstanding  it  was 
marked  on  them,  “that  ship  postage,  and  postage 
through  England”  had  been  paid  already  in  Ame- 
rica, I take  the  liberty  to  hand  you  herewith  two 
such  letters,  with  the  request  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  return  them  to  me  again,  with  such  an 
explanation  as  you  may  be  able  to  give  me  on  the 
subject. 

I am  sorry  to  occasion  you  this  trouble,  but  as 
the  charge  of  3s.  3d.  on  your  side,  in  addition  to 
the  92  cents  paid  in  America,  induce  oar  merchants 
to  suppose  that  a double  charge  has  been  made, 
my  wish  is  to  give  them  that  information  they  re- 
quire. I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  mo3t  obe- 
dient and  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  W.  BARTSCH. 

General  post  office,  London,  1 6th  April,  1839. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  communication  of  the  9th  instant,  and 
in  reply  to  inform  you,  that  neither  ship  nor  packet 
postage  can  be  paid  in  the  United  States  on  letters 
passing  through  England.  The  enclosed  two  let- 
ters are  correctly  charged— the  ship  letter  rate 
from  Liverpool  to  London  Is.  7d.,  and  the  packet 
rate  from  London  to  Hamburg  Is.  8d.,  together  3s. 
In  future  such  letters  will  be  liable  to  a rate  of  2s. 
8d  only.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent humble  servant, 

(Signed)  TH.  LAWRENCE. 


ORIGIN  OF  MERCER  POTATOES. 

The  following  article  from  the  “Educator,”  a neat 
little  paper  published  at  Easton,  Pa.  will  give  the 
reader  an  idea  of  the  origin  of  that  justly  celebrated 
potatoe,  called  the  “Mercer.”  The  article  was  writ- 
ten by  a gentleman  from  Mercer  county,  and  is  pro- 
bably correct  in  every  particular.  On  enquiry  we 
learn  that  in  1809,  Bevan  Pearson,  esq.  then  a mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  representatives,  from  Mercer 
county,  brought  three  of  these  potatoes  to  the  village 
of  Darby,  from  whence,  as  the  Educator  states, 
“they  have  spread  over  the  United  States.”  Seve- 
ral fresh  supplies  have  been  received  in  this  village 
since  that  time,  and  we  believe  the  only  genuine 
“Mercers”  (or  “Gilkies”)  in  this  neighborhood, 
are  in  possession  of  the  Pearson  family. 

[Delaware  Cy.  Republican. 

Gilkies.  This  ought  to  be  the  name  of  the  favo- 
rite potatoes.  They  are  commonly  called,  in  the 
Philadelphia  market,  Mercers — frequently  also  Ne- 
shannocks,  and  sometimes  by  corruption,  Shan - 
nocks ,-  I perceive  also  the  name  Shenangoes,  (She- 
nanges)  applied  in  some  of  the  eastern  papers. 

All  men  regret  that  Columbus  was  robbed  of  the 
honor  of  giving  name  to  the  world  he  bestowed 
upon  civilized  man;  and  a correspondent  regret  ac- 
tuates the  writer  in  reference  to  one  of  its  chief  pro- 
ducts. It  is  now  too  late  to  do  honor  to  the  illustri- 
ous Genoese  navigator;  perhaps  the  agricultural  press 
might  yet  do  an  act  of  posthumous  justice  to  the 
memory  of  John  Gilky.  This  seems  the  more  de- 
sirable, because  his  blood  has  ceased  and  must  for- 
ever cease  to  flow  in  the  direct  line — not  a drop  of  it 
“flows  in  the  human  veins.” 

John  Gilky  was  educated  for  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic ministry,  but  missed  his  way  and  became  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Mercer  county,  Pa.  He  lived 
a hermit  I think  nearly  forty  years,  in  a cabin  on  the 
bank  of  Neshannock  creek,  about  five  miles  above 
its  junction  with  the  Shenango,  at  New  Castle.  The 
writer  remembers  him  in  1806,  then  an  old  man  A 
few  years  after  that  he  produced  from  seed  the  just- 
ly celebrated  Mercer  potatoe.  It  spread  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  a few  were  carried  by  the  father 
of  Bevan  Pearson,  esq.  of  Mercer,  and  grandfather 
of  the  hon.  John  Pearson,  at  present  senator  from 
that  county,  to  his  residence  at  Darby,  near  Philadel- 
phia. Thence  it  spread  over  the  United  States.  It 
has  proved  a blessing  to  millions,  and  has  added 
millions  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation.  This  poor  so- 
litary exile  from  the  Emerald  isle,  has  done  more  to 
benefit  mankind,  than  many  a hero  of  a hundred 
battles.  Shall  his  name  perish?  Or  will  the  friends 
of  agricultural  improvements  and  the  lovers  of  jus- 
tice, of  honest  men  and  good  potatoes,  agree  to  im- 
mortalize it  by  calling  them  henceforth  Gilkies? 


RICHMOND  ENGAGED  IN  SHIP  BUILDING 
We  will  tell  what  is  unknown  to  we  suppose 
nine-tenths  of  our  citizens,  when  we  say  there  is 
now  at  Rocketts  a schooner  of  a large  size.  Mr. 
Ilosea  English,  one  of  the  great  Egg  Harbor  ship- 
wrights is  the  contractor,  and  will  no  doubt  from 
appearance  thus  far,  construct  her  in  a manner  in 
keeping  with  the  skill  in  ship  building  which  so 
celebrates  the  place  from  which  he  hails.  The 
schooner  has  76  feet  keel,  45  feet  beam,  and  9 J feet 
hold — burthen  190  tons.  She  is  building  for 
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Messrs.  Curry  H.  Clarke,  B.  Green,  H.  Tyler  and 
captain  Rogers,  and  will  engage  in  the  Richmond 
trade. 

The  timber  is  now  iri  the  course  of  preparation 
for  another  schooner  of  about  the  same  size,  which 
is  also  to  be  constructed  by  one  of  the  great  E^g 
Harbor  shipwrights,  a Mr.  Biting.  She  i3  to  be 
built  by  Messrs.  Haskel  & Libby,  John  Barr,  Du- 
priest  and  captain  Robinson,  formerly  of  the  Henry 
Chase,  who  is  to  command  her. 

These  movements  are  no  doubt  gratifying  to  our 
citizens;  they  show  the  commercial  spirit  of  the 
city  to  be  active  and  buoyant.  It  has  been  many 
years  since  an  effort  at  ship  building  was  made  here. 
Before  the  late  war  a brig  was  built  at  Rocketts, 
which  was  the  first  and  last  vessel  of  note  built  among 
us.  The  schooner  Chesterfield,  an  excellent  vessel, 
which  is  engaged  in  trade  between  Richmond  and 
New  York,  was  built  perhaps  in  Chesterfield — at 
all  events  not  far  below  Richmond,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river. 

The  brig  of  which  we  have  just  spoken,  was  built 
at  Rocketts  about  30  years  ago  by  Reuben  Coutls,  a 
son  of  Patrick  Contts— with  traits  of  whose  some- 
what eccentric  character,  many  of  our  citizens 
must  be  lamiliar.  She  was  a handsome  vessel,  and 
called  after  the  wife  of  her  owner,  “Jane  Contts.” 
She  sailed  for  Liverpool  with  a cargo  of  tobacco, 
commanded  by  captain  Dixon  Brown,  (brother  of 
our  worthy  second  auditor)  and  capsized  on  her 
passage,  she  was  fallen  in  with  at  sea,  bottom  up- 
wards, and  recognized  by  the  marks  on  the  hogs- 
heads, seen  through  a hole  cut  in  her  bottom.  The 
captain  and  crew  all  perished.  She  was  said  to  have 
been  built  too  sharp  and  rigged  too  heavily,,  to  which 
causes,  her  fate  was  attributed.  Let  us  in  our  new 
efforts  to  build  vessels  to  enter  the  competition  for 
the  carrying  trade,  encourage  ourselves  with  the 
old  adage,  that  “a  bad  beginning  makes  a good 
ending,”  and  anticipate  good  fortune,  the  reverse  of 
the  hopeless  fate  of  the  “Jane  Coutts.” 

This  reminiscence  of  the  “Jane  Coutts,”  brings 
to  mind  an  anecdote  old,  though  amusing  of  Patrick 
Coutts,  quite  illustrative  of  his  singular  character. 
During  the  illness  preceding  his  death,  old  col.  Byrd^ 
his  particular  friend  and  companion,  called  daily  to 
see  and  comfort  him,  until  the  colonel  himself  was 
taken  ill.  His  solicitude  still  continued  undimi- 
nished, and  he  sent  his  servant  regularly  to  enquire 
after  Mr.  Coutt’s  health— who  continued  to  get 
worse,  until  his  physician  stated  that  he  could  hot 
survive  more  than  two  or  three  days.  On  the 
morning  before  he  died,  the  physician  of  colonel  B. 
told  him  that  he  too  was  on  the  verge  of  eternity 
and  could  not  live  two  days.  On  being  told  this, 
the  colonel  sent  his  servant  off  in  great  haste,  with 
his  compliments  to  Mr.  Coutts,  and  to  request  him, 
it  he  could,  to  hold  out  a day  or  two  longer,  and  he 
(colonel  B.)  would  accompany  him  on  his  final 
journey.  On  receiving  the  message,  Mr.  Coutt’s 
turned  towards  the  servant,  and  with  his  peculiarly 
stern  look  and  decided  tone,  bade  him  inform  his 
master  that  he  was  then  booted  and  spurred  for  the 
journev,and  that  when  “Patrick  Coutts  was  ready  he 
waited  for  no-man.”  He  immediately  sank  exhaust- 
ed, and  soon  afterwards  expired,  leaving  his  friend 
colonel  B.  to  follow  him,  which  he  did  in  a short 
lime-  [Richmond  Compiler. 

OUR  COUNTRY. 

The  following  paragraph,  from  a recent  number 
of  the  New  York  Literary  Gazette,  has  .been  travel- 
ling the  circuit  of  the  press  these  three  weeks: 

“A  cockney  sportsman,  who  had  read  with  de- 
light Mr.  Hoffman’s  new  work  on  the  wild  sports  of 
America,  took  passage  in  a London  packet,  and  ar- 
rived here  during  the  present  week,  in  search  of 
wild  game.  He  brought  letters  to  a highly  respec- 
table merchant  with  whom  we  are  well  acquainted 
and  desired,  after  delivering  them,  to  be  directed  to’ 
the  best  hunting  grounds  without  delay  as  he  could 
only  remain  here  a few  days,  purposing  to  return 
in  the  Great  Western.  He  said  that  he  came  to 
New  York  principally  to  shoot  bears.  Our  mercan- 
tile friend,  satisfying  himself  that  his  new  acquain- 
tance was  perfectly  serious,  informed  him  that  the 
sport  had  been  greatly  cut  up  here,  and  recommend- 
ed him  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia.  He  departs  for 
that  city  this  day;  and  we  call  upon  our  friends  there 
to  extend  to  the  distinguished  stranger  their  usual 
hospitality.” 

There  is  doubtless  somewhat  of  exaggeration  in 
the  statement,  and  yet  it  is  very  true  that  the  ignor- 
ance of  our  country,  in  England,  is  much  more  ex- 
tensive and  profound  than  would  be  supposed.  For 
example,  some  time  ago,  we  received  a letter  from 
an  English  correspondent,  making  inquiries  respect- 
ing some  unofficial  person  living  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Natchez— the  writer  evidently  supposing 
that  he  must  be  a neighbor  of  ours!  Even  this, 
however,  is  not  quite  up  to  another  irsfance  within 
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our  knowledge.  A friend  being  on  a visit  to  Eng- 
land a lew  years  since,  was  asked  if  he  knew  Mr. 
Dobbs,  from  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  “No  sir,  I do 
not,”  was  the  reply.  “Why,  you  must  know  him, 
I am  sure,”  rejoined  the  other,  “for  he  has  lived  in 
America  three  years!” 

But  these  are  not  the  illustrations  which  we  quot- 
ed the  above  paragraph  for  the  purpose,  of  making. 
Our  design  was  to'  relate  the  following  incident: — 
One  clear,  bracing  morning  last  autumn,  as  we  were 
stepping  into  the  Schenectady  cars  at  Albany, 
whom  should  we  meet  but  a New  York  friend,  in 
his  shooting  jacket,  accoutred  with  pouch  and  gun, 
in  the  act  of  placing  his  dogs  in  an  adjoining  com- 
partment. 

“Soho,  friend!  Whither  are  you  bound?”  we 
inquired. 

“I  am  only  going  for  a few  days’  shooting  in  the 
country.” 

“Where?” 

“Upon  a fine  prairie  in  Michigan — only  about 
three  hundred  miles  from  Detroit,  1 am  told  there  is 
fine  shooting  there.” 

This  single  incident,  which  is  literally  true, 
speaks  volumes  upon  the  extent  of  our  country,  the 
spirit  and  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  facilities 
every  where  enjoyed  for  intercommunication.  De- 
troit is  eight  hundred  miles  from  New  York,  and  our 
friend  was  bound  for  the  prairies  a long  way  be- 
yond. And  yet  he  was  starting  forth  for  a shooting 
excursion,  with  as  little  care  ot  the  distance  as  an 
English  fox-hunter  would  experience  in  going  upon 
a chase  in  a neighboring  county. 

Our  friend  had  fine  sport  during  his  excursion, 
as  we  happen  to  know,  as  one  of  our  firm,  who  was 
himself  wandering  the  prairies  at  the  same  time,  fell 
in  with  him  in  the  hey  day  of  his  frolic.  The  sports- 
man informed  us  the  other  day  that,  having  procur- 
ed the  best  “ily”  he  ever  saw,  he  was  going  down  to 
the  Kennebec  for  a day  or  two  on  a fishing  excur- 
sion! 

Nor  is  this  spirit  of  dashing  enterprise  an  exclu- 
sive characteristic  of  Americans.  Foreigners  com- 
ing hither  soon  have  their  ideas  expanded  by  the 
broad  expanse  of  our  country,  elevated  by  the  height 
of  our  mountains,  and  inspirited  by  the  chase  of 
bears  and  buffaloes.  For  instance,  in  the  case  of 
sir  William  Stuart,  whose  pictures  of  bear  and  buf- 
falo hunts  amid  the  stupendous  peaks  and  glens  of 
the  rocky  mountains  have  been  exhibited  lor  a few 
days  at  the  Appollo  gallery— the  baronet,  we  are 
told,  having  spent  five  years  among  the  scenes  de- 
scribed, started  on  his  return  to  England,  and  reach- 
ed New  York  on  his  way.  Lingering  here  a few 
days,  his  mind  reverted  to  the  wild  sports  of  the 
west.  It  was  asking  too  much  to  leave  them  so 
soon;  so  back  he  started,  twenty-five  hundred  miles 
into  the  wilderness,  for  the  pleasure  of  one  more 
buffalo  chase  before  he  should  finally  embark  tor 
the  shores  of  Albion.  He  went,  and  plunged 
again  into  the  wild  pleasures  of  the  Snake  Indians, 
and  hunted  buffaloes  and  grizzly  bears  for  another 
two  years,  and  is  now  once  more  on  his  way  to  his 
own  land.  Ur-  I7-  Coin.  Ado. 

AMERICAN  ANTIQUITIES. 

Among  the  remarkable  monuments  ot  antiquity 
on  the  American  continent  are  the  ruins  ot  Palen- 
que,  in  the  republic  of  Guatamala,  the  existence  of 
which  is  but  little  known.  About  the  middle  ot 
the  last  century, the  ruins  ot  an  ancient  city,  which 
were  spread  over  an  area  of  great  extent,  were  dis- 
covered in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  oi  Palenque,  in 
the  province  of  Cindad  Real  de  Ghiapa.  They 
were  evidently  of  high  antiquity,  many  centuries 
antecedent  to  the  conquest  of  Mexico  by  the  Spani- 
ards. These  extensive  and  remarkable  ruins  were 
subjects  of  much  discussion  and  learned  specula- 
tion at  the  time  of  their  discovery,  and  at  length 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  government. 
In  the  year  1786,  a royal  order  was  issued  to  Anto- 
nio del  Roi,  to  proceed  to  the  spot,  and  make  a full 
and  minute  examination  ot  these  interesting  mo- 
numents of  the  art  and  labor  of  other  times.  In 
May,  1786,  del  Roi,  repaired  to  Palenque  taking 
with  him  a number  of  laborers  provided  with  imple- 
ments to  make  the  neeessary  excavations  and  ex- 
aminations. By  dint  ot  perseverance  says  he,  I 
effected  all  that  was  necessary  to  be  done,  so  that 
ultimately  there  remained  neither  a window  or  door 
way  blocked  up,  a partition  that  was  not  thrown 
down,  nor  a room,  corridor,  court,  tower  or  subter- 
ranean passage,  in  which  excavations  were  not  ef- 
fected from  two  to  three  yards  in  depth. 

These  ruins  are  called  by  the  Spaniards  Casas 
de  Piedras,  (stone  houses),  and  are  situated  on  a 
plain  at  the  base  of  a high  mountain,  and  extend 
from  east  to  we9t  between  seven  and  eight  leagues, 
but  their  breadth  is  by  no  means  equal  to  their 
length,  being  little  more  than  half  a league,  in 
width,  where  they  terminate  towards  the  river  Mi- 


col,  which  winds  around  the  base  of  the  mountain. 
The  situation  appears  to  have  been  well  chosen, 
as  the  climate  is  described  as  being  beautiful,  the 
soil  fertile,  and  capable  of  producing  in  greatabund- 
ance  every  thing  to  satisfy  the  wants  of' man.  The 
city  probably  commanded  other  resources  to  enable 
it  to  maintain  as  great  a population  as  seems  to  be 
indicated  by  its  extent.  Del  Roi  gives  the  follow- 
ing description  of  the  largest  of  this  mass  of  build- 
ings, which  stands  on  a mound  twenty  yards  high, 
and  is  surrounded  by  other  edifices  namely,  five  to 
the  northward,  four  to  the  southward,  one  to  the 
southwest  and  three  to  the  eastward,  while  in  all 
directions  the  fragments  of  other  fallen  buildings 
are  to  be  seen  extending  along  the  mountains. — 
The  interior  of  the  large  building  is  in  a style  of 
architecture  strongly  resembling  the  Gothic,  and 
from  its  rude  and  massive  construction,  promises 
great  durability.  The  entrance  is  on  the  eastern 
side,  by  a portico  or  corridor,  thirty-six  yards  in 
length,  and  three  in  breadth,  supported  by  plain 
retangular  pillars,  without  either  bases  or  pedestals, 
upon  which  there  are  smooth  square  stones  of  more 
than  a foot  in  thickness,  forming  an  architrave, 
while  on  the  exterior  superfices  are  species  of 
stucco  shields;  over  these  stones  there  is  another 
plain  retangular  block  five  feet  long  and  six  broad, 
extending  over  two  of  the  pillars.  Medallions  or 
compartments  in  stucco,  containing  different  de- 
vices of  the  same  material,  appear  as  decorations  to 
the  chambers;  and  it  is  presumable,  from  the  ves- 
tiges of  the  heads  which  can  still  be  traced,  that 
they  were  the  busts  of  a series  of  kings  or  lords  to 
whom  the  natives  were  subject.  Between  the  me- 
dallions there  is  a range  of  windows  like  niches, 
passing  from  one  end  of  the  wall  to  the  other,  some 
of  them  in  the  form  of  a Greek  cross. 

Beyond  this  corridor  there  is  a square  court,  en- 
tered by  a flight  of  seven  steps,  the  north  side  is 
entirely  in  ruins,  but  sufficient  traces  of  them  re- 
mains to  she  w that  it  once  had  a corridor  and  cham- 
ber similar  to  those  on  the  eastern  side,  and  which 
continued  entirely  along  the  several  angles.  The 
south  side  has  lour  small  chambers  with  no  other 
ornament  than  one  or  two  little  windows,  like  those 
already  described.  The  western  side  is  correspon- 
dent to  its  opposite  in  all  respects  but  in  the  varie- 
ty of  expression  of  the  figures  in  stucco;  these  are 
much  more  rude  and  ridiculous  than  the  others,  and 
can  only  be  attributed  to  most  uncultivated  Indian 
capacity. — The  device  is  a sort  of  grotesque  mask 
with  a crown  and  long  beard  like  that  of  a goat, 
under  which  are  two  Greek  crosses.  It  is  by  no 
means  improbable  that  these  fantastic  forms,  and 
others  equal  whimsical  were  the  delineations  of 
some  of  their  deities  to  whom  they  paid  an  idolatrous 
worship,  consistent  with  their  false  belief  and  bar- 
barous customs. 


MR.  RIVES— THE  CONSERVATIVES. 

To  our  inquiry,  “what  more  positive  terms  were 
expected  of  the  conservatives,”  the  Baltimore 
Chronicle  puts  in  an  answer,  of  which  the  following 
is  the  substance: 

“We  should  like  to  see  the  feelings  and  language 
ot  Mr.  Tallmadge  adopted — ‘uncompromising  hos- 
tility to  the  re-election  of  Martin  Van  Buren.’ — 
That  is  all,  and  you  have  it  now.” 

So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the  answer  is  amus- 
ing. In  putting  down  Van  Burenism,  we  doubt  if 
our  friend  of  the  Chronicle,  spirited  as  hers  in  the 
race,  will  be  in  at  the  death  sooner  than  we. 

As  to  Mr.  Rives,  the  Chronicle  puts  us  a query, 
as  follows: 

“Very  recent  circumstances,  in  connection  with 
the  assertion  of  the  anti-Van  Burenism  of  Mr.  Rives 
by  the  Madisonian,  convince  U3  that  he  is  opposed 
to  Van  Boren’s  re-election.  That  will  do  very 
well,  as  far  as  it  goes;  but  in  the  event  of  an  opposi- 
tion ticket  being  presented  to  him,  would  he  not  as 
we  are  informed  he  did,  at  the  last  election,  stand 
aloof  and  touch  neither?” 

You  may  rest  assured,  that  he  will  “stand  aloof 
and  touch  not”  Martin  Van  Buren  nor  his  satellites, 
except  it  be  to  give  them  a dressing,  and  help  to 
send  them  into  tile  retirement  they  deserve.  We 
doubt  if  he  would  vote  lor  Van  Buren  for  the  mean- 
est office  in  the  state.  This  point  being  settled, 
what  is  the  inference^as  to  his  relation  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  alternative?  His  principles  and  his 
views  of  national  policy  are  clearly  defined.  They 
are  opposed  to  a national  bank — -opposed  to  high 
tariffs — opposed  to  internal  improvements  by  the 
genera!  government — opposed  to  a sub-treasury — 
opposed  to  the  enlargement  of  execul  ive  power — 
opposed  to  the  interference  of  iederal  officers  in  po- 
pular elections — opposed  to  monopolies— opposed 
to  extravagant  and  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic money — opposed  to  proscription  tor  conscience 
sake  — opposed  to  a crusade  ot  the  federal  govern- 
ment upon  state  rights — opposed  to  the  prostitution 


of  federal  power  to  the  selfish  ends  of  persons  and 
parties:  and  he  is  in  favor,  in  short,  of  an  economi- 
cal, efficient,  patriotic,  pure,  impartial  and  republican 
administration  of  public  affairs.  It  is  because  this 
administration  is  not  conducted  upon  these  princi- 
ples that  he  opposes  it.  It  would  be,  however,  the 
lieighth  of  absurdity  and  inconsistency  for  Mr. 
Rives  or  any  other  republican,  while  he  abandoned 
one  set  of  men  for  these  causes,  to  commit,  himself 
to  another  set,  without  any  guarantee  that  they 
would  administer  affairs  any  better  than  the  former. 
He  left  the  administration  when  it  was  glorying  in 
the  strength  of  a fresh  victory,  with  its  blushing 
honors  thick  upon  it.  Is  it  supposed  that  it  was 
for  so  light  and  trivial  a cause,  that  other  men  and 
parties  fancy  be  may  be  induced  to  swear  a new 
allegiance  without  inquiry  or  consideration? 

The  question  as  to  the  choice  ot  a ticket  by  the 
opposition  against  Van  Buren,  has  been  referred  to 
a national  convention.  Pray  let  us  await  the  de- 
cision of  that  convention,  and  the  doctrines  it  may 
proclaim,  before  you  compel  us  to  choose  our  ban- 
ners. 

The  conservatives,  generally,  look  upon  Martin 
Van  Buren  as  immovably  committed  to  the  doctrines 
of  the  destructives.  They  cannot,  therefore,  be  re- 
conciled to  him.  If  opposition  candidates  are  pre- 
sented who  will  carry  out  their  principles,  the  con- 
servatives will  support  them.  If  not,  then  they 
should  make  a choice  of  evils — holding  it  to  be  their 
duty  to  take  some  part,  arid  that  part  not  a fruitless 
one.  [Madisonian. 

ARMY.— OFFICIAL. 

From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  No.  30. 

Adjutant  general's  office,  Washington,  June  3,  1839. 

I.  The  major  general  commanding-in-chief,  hav- 
ing observed  that  the  dragoons,  when  serving  as 
light  infantry,  practise  the  obsolete  system  of  1834, 
instead  of  the  prescribed  system  of  1835,  '■for  Light 
infantry  and  rifle  skirmishes,”  directs  that  the  form- 
er be  now  discontinued.  The  “carbine  manual,” 
prescribed  in  general  orders,  Jan.  4th , 1837,  will 
not  be  changed. 

II.  Whenever  the  dragoons  are  dismounted  and 
serve  on  foot,  the  established  “rules  for  the  exer- 
cise and  manoeuvres  of  the  U.  States  infantry,” 
published  by  authority  of  the  war  department,  the 
10th  of  April,  1835,  will  be  strictly  conformed  to. 

III.  The  buglers, drummers  and  fifers,  belonging 
to  companies  not  serving  with  their  colors,  must 
not  be  separated  from  their  respective  companies. 

IV.  When  four  or  more  companies  are  serving  at 
the  head  quarters  of  the  regiment,  the  privates  al- 
lowed to  act  as  musicians  in  the  regimental  band, 
will  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  of  absent  companies, 
and  be  all  mustered  in  the  companies  stationed 
with  the  colors.  By  order  of  major  general  Ma- 
comb. 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  No.  5. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army.  Fort  King,  May  19,  1839. 

I.  With  a view  to  recruit  the  2d  regiment  of  dra- 
groons,  the  following  arrangement  will  be  carried 
into  effect  as  soon  as  possible: 

Captain  Bryant’s  company,  (A),  capt.  Fowler’s, 
(H),  capt.  B.  L.  Beall’s,  (I),  and  capt.  Winder’s, 
(K),  will  repair  without  delay  to  Garey’s  Ferry, 
where  with  captains  Bullock’s  and  Howe’s  (F  and 
G),  all  will  be  dismounted  except  company  K, 
commanded  by  lieut.  Darling,  and  their  horses  will 
be  turned  over  for  inspection  by  a board  of  dra- 
goon officers.  Such  as  are  found  fit  for  cavalry 
service  will  be  given  in  charge  of  an  officer,  who 
will  conduct  them  to  Jefferson  barracks  by  easy 
marches— company  K,  and  its  officers,  being  em- 
ployed for  that  purpose.  The  remainder  will  be 
turned  over  to  the  quartermaster’s  department.  The 
five  dismounted  companies,  with  their  officers,  will 
then  embark  for  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.  harbor, 
where  they  will  await  further  orders.  All  the  com- 
pany property  will  be  taken  with  them,  except  the 
horse  furniture,  which  will  be  packed  and  marked, 
designating  the  companies  to  which  it  belongs,  and 
forwarded  by  water  to  the  quarter  master  at  Jeffer- 
son barracks,  for  the  2d  dragoons. 

II.  The  principal  quarter  masters  at  Garey’s 
Ferry  and  Tampa  Bay,  will,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  respective  commanding  officers,  dispose  of 
all  horses,  mules,  and  other  cattle,  that  may  not  be 
required  for  the  public  service,  and  reduce  their  re- 
spective establishments  to  correspond  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  public  service,  in  order  that 
there  may  be  no  unnecessary  expenditures.  By 
order  of  major  general  Macomb. 

ED.  SCHRIVER,  A.  A.  gen. 

Appointment.— First  lieut.  J.  H.  Prentiss,  1st 
arty,  to  be  assistant  adjutant  general,  with  the  bre- 
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vet  rank  of  captain,  May  24,  1839,  and  ordered  to 
report  to  major  gen.  Scott. 

Special  orders. — No.  39,  June  8 — Leave  to  2d 
lieut.  It.  H.  Graham,  4th  infy.  extended  three 
months. 

Capt.  S.  Mackenzie,  2d  arty,  to  be  relieved  by  a 
1st  lieut.  of  the  4th  arty,  from  recruiting  service, 
at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  and  to  join  his  company. 

Surgeon  Randall,  relieved  from  duty  at  Carlisle 
barracks,  and  to  report  to  the  president  of  the  me- 
dical board,  after  his  examination,  to  repair  to 
Gan  y’s  Ferry  for  duty. 

A detachment  of  86  recruits  and  7 musicians, 
left  New  York  on  the  4ih  inst.  under  charge  of 
capt.  E.  K.  Smith,  5th  infy.  destined  to  forts  How- 
ard and  Brady,  via  Buffalo  and  the  lakes. 

Forty-eight  recruits  left  New  Orleans  on  the  11th 
May,  to  reinforce  the  3d  infy.  at  Fort  Jesup,  under 
charge  lieut.  W.  H.  Gordon. 

Ordnance  department , June  7. — Capt.  G.  D.  Ram- 
say, ordered  to  camp  Washington,  as  principal  ord- 
nance  officer  to  the  camp. 

March  9. — Lieut.  A.  H.  Dearborn,  ordered  to 
command,  temporarily,  at  the  Baton  Rouge  arsenal. 

Medical  staff . — Ass’t.  surgeon  Thos.  Henderson, 
at  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  and  ass’t.  surgeon  J.B.  Wells, 
at  Washington,  D.  C.  to  proceed  to  New  York  and 
report  to  surgeon,  T.  G.  Mower,  president  medical 
board  of  examiners. 

NAVY U.  S.  VESSELS  OF  WAR  REPORTED. 

Brazil  squadron. — Razee  Independence,  com. 
Nicolson,  and  ship  Fairfield,  lieut.  comd’t.  Tilton, 
at  Montevideo,  April  15,  the  latter  just  returned 
from  Buenos  Ayres.  Comin’r.  Boarman,  has  ar- 
rived at  Rio  Janeiro  to  take  command  of  the  Fair- 
field. 

West  India  squadron. — Frigate  Macedonian, 
sloop3  of  war  Ontario,  Vandalia,  Levant  and  Erie, 
lying  off  the  city  ofPensacola  on  the  1st  inst.  The 
sloop  of  war  Natchez  was  at  the  navy  yard,  and 
would  shortly  sail  for  the  north. 

Ship  Erie,  comin’r.  Smoot,  arrived  at  Pensacola 
on  the  evening  of  the  25th  ult.  from  Tampico  8th. 
and  Matamoras  10th  ult.  She  left  the  Warren  at 
the  former  port. 

Ship  Warren,  comm’r.  Spencer,  off  Tampico, 
the  latter  part  of  May. 

Packet  schr.  Woodbury,  lieut.  com’dt.  Nicholas, 
arrived  at  New’  Orleans,  May  30,  from  Tampico. 

Frigate  Constitution,  spoken  May  29,  lat.  28,  51 
—Ion.  70,  53. 


LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  GAINES. 

We  give  below  a letter  from  this  distinguished 
officer  addressed  to  the  editors  of  the  New  Orleans 
Bee.  So  far  as  it  relates  to  the  strictures  of  the 
editors  of  the  Bee,  which  elicited  it,  we  have 
nothing  to  say.  We  give  it  as  a defence  of  that 
officer’s  conduct  in  Florida.  We  have  never  be- 
lieved thal  the  officers  of  the  army  were  in  any 
way  to  blame  for  the  protracted  length  of  that  war. 
Braver  spirits  were  never  harnessed  for  the  fight 
than  have  sacrificed  themselves  in  the  sw'amps  and 
hammocks  of  Florida,  and  we  firmly  believe  that 
every  thing  that  could  be  done  was  done  on  their 
part  to  stay  the  ravages  of  the  savage,  and  bring 
peace  to  the  territory.  No  man  doubts  that  the 
war  might  have  been  brought  to  a close  years  ago 
by  the  same  course  recently  adopted  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  it  was  pusillanimous  in  the  extreme 
thus  to  close  it  after  having  spent  millions  of  trea- 
sure, and  sacrificed  so  many  valuable  lives.  The 
government  is  alone  responsible  for  the  waste  of 
treasure  and  of  life,  and  it  is  impossible  for  it  to 
rid  itself  of  the  weight.  We  regret  one  thing  in 
the  general’s  communication,  and  that  is  the  gra- 
tuitous fling  at  general  Scott.  Any  remark  gene- 
ral Gaines  may  make  cannot  shake  the  fame  and 
popularity  of  the  hero  of  Bridgewater.  It  dis- 
plays a vindictiveness  which  is  not  a characteristic 
of  the  truly  brave. 

To  the  editor  of  the  New  Orleans  Bee: 

Gentlemen:  In  your  leading  editorial  article 
of  the  3d  instant,  in  reference  to  the  “Florida  war,” 
you  have  indulged  in  some  invidious  remarks, 
which,  though  not  expressly  applied  to  me,  are, 
nevertheless,  as  well  known  by  my  friends  to  have 
been  designed  for  me,  as  if  I had  been  named  in 
every  line.  Silence,  therefore,  on  my  part,  would 
betray  an  indifference,  which  might  be  construed 
into  a tacit  admission  of  the  imputation  put  forth 
against  me,  and  the  gallant  officers  and  men  of  the 
Louisiana  volunteers  and  regulars,  which  I had  (he 
honor  to  command  in  the  first  Florida  campaign. 

You  are  pleased  to  say  that  “opinions  have  often 
been  expressed  by  men  professing  some  knowledge 
of  the  course  of  military  events,  that  had  such  and 
such  measures  been  adopted  or  avoided,  or  such 
and  such  officers  been  placed  or  continued  in  com- 


mand, the  war  would  ere  this  have  been  at 
an  end.” 

You  then  remark  that, — “nothing  could  have 
been  more  vain  or  illusive  than  such  predictions.” 

When  my  friends  and  others  with  whom  l had 
no  acquaintance,  in  the  southern  and  western 
states,  as  well  as  in  Florida,  expressed  the  opinion, 
which  they  have  often  expressed,  that  if  I had 
been  permitted  to  remain  in  Florida,  with  the  Lou- 
isiana volunteers,  and  regulars,  added  to  the  Geor- 
gia and  Florida  volunteers  under  the  noble-hearted 
Clinch,  the  war  would  have  been  terminated  honor- 
ably in  the  month  of  March  or  April  1836;  I was 
convinced  of  the  correctness  of  this  opinion— not 
merely  because  the  officers  and  men  of  my  com- 
mand were  better  acquainted  with  the  Indians  and 
with  the  country  embracing  the  theatre  of  the  war, 
than  any  other  troops  in  the  service,  but  because 
we  had  actually  in  the  short  space  of  thirty-six 
days  raised  most  of  the  volunteers,  and  marched 
by  land  and  water  near  800  miles,  had  marched 
through  the  Florida  wilderness  and  swamps  140 
miles  of  that  distance;  and,  moreover  had  met  the 
enemy  and  beaten  him,  and  forced  him  to  sue  for 
peace;  1 had  promised  him  peace;  and,  from  the 
moment  of  that  promise  the  enemy  remained  at 
peace,  without  firing  a single  shot  at  our  troops, 
who  were  permitted  to  amuse  themselves  in  fishing 
for  some  miles  up  and  down  the  Withlachochee 
river,  in  the  presence  of  many  of  the  Indians,  three 
days  immediately  after  the  treaty — and  it  was  after- 
wards proven  that  they  remained  perfectly  peaces-^ 
ble  from  the  6th  to  the  latter  end  of  March,  confi- 
dently expecting  the  fulfilment  of  my  promise  that 
they  should  have  peace,  as  soon  as  the  president 
could  be  heard  from. 

These  facts  were  properly  reported  to  the  war 
department;  and  although  great  efforts  have  been 
made  to  prove  that  the  Indians  were  not  sincere  in 
suing  lor  peace,  or  in  their  promise  to  remain  at 
peace:  there  exists  the  most  irrefragable  evidence 
of  their  sincerity,  without  a shadow  of  evidence 
from  any  respectable  officer  or  soldier  then  with 
me,  to  the  contrary. 

Under  the  foregoing  circumstances,  I turned  my 
command  over  to  that  excellent  officer  General 
Clinch,  and  left  Florida  for  the  Sabine  frontier, 
with  a deep  conviction  of  the  fact  that  there  would 
be  no  more  war  in  Florida,  unless  it  should  be  re- 
newed by  some  reckless  Indian  or  white  chief,  un- 
willing to  brook  the  disgrace  of  my  having  raised 
an  army  and  marched  near  800  miles,  and  put  an 
end  to  the  war,  before  a party  scribbling  secretary, 
and  his  favorite  general,  with  their  French  books, 
could  write  a few  dozen  long  letters — preparing 
visionary  plans  of  operation,  according  to  the  Na- 
poleon tactics  1 ! (excellent  for  operations  against 
troops  of  civilized  nations — but  fruitless  for  wilder- 
ness swamps,  against  savages) — whilst  the  Florida 
frontier  was  bleeding! 

I had  the  satisfaction  to  find,  from  the  testimony 
of  general  Smith,  and  all  other  respectable  officers 
with  me,  whose  statements  I have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  obtaining,  (and  which  are  at  your  service, 
should  you  think  proper  to  correct  the  article  here 
referred  to)  that  after  I had  left  Florida,  the  Indi- 
ans remained  faithful  to  their  promise  to  abstain 
from  hostilities,  for  near  three  weeks — after  they 
had  obtained  my  promise  that  they  should  have 
peace — a promise  which,  according  to  the  laws  of 
war,  I had  as  much  right  to  make  as  if  the  presi- 
dent had  been  at  my  elbow  and  had  expressly  dic- 
tated to  me  the  promise  which  I made  them— inas- 
much as  I had  beaten  them,  and  forced  them  to  sue 
for  peace. 

But  I soon  learned  that  it  wras  not  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  my  friends  at  Washington  that  I should 
have  the  poor  satisfaction  of  bringing  the  war  to  a 
close.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  sworn  that  “Gaines 
had  acted  with  gross  impropriety  in  daring  to  go 
from  New’  Orleans  to  Florida  without  my  orders” 
— “that  Gaines  shall  be  brought  before  a court,  and 
his  measures  disapproved!”  and  that  “as  to  his  whip- 
ping the  Indians,  they  were  not  half  whipped” — 
and  that  “Scott  shall  go  and  give  them  a good 
whipping.” 

That  good  whipping  has  cost  this  nation  some 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  with  the  lives  of  hun- 
dreds meritorious  officers  and  men,  volunteers, 
regulars  and  militia — to  say  nothing  of  the  digrace 
of  statesmen  and  vissionary  chieftains,  employed  in 
planning  splendid  campaigns,  magnificent  for  closet 
purposes,  and  to  enable  bureau  heroes  to  indulge  in 
the  work  of  annoymous  essays — but  leaving  the  In- 
dians unwilling  to  stay  whipt. 

And  now  Messrs.  Editors,  yon  are  pleased  to  tell 
“a  benighted  world,”  that  nothing  could  be  more 
vain  or  illusive  than  the  opinion,  that  had  such  and 
such  measures  been  adopted  or  avoided,  or  had  such 
and  such  officers  been  placed  or  continued  in  com- 
mand, the  war  would  ere  this  have  been  at  an  end. 


And  you  also  would  tell  us  that  “if  the  government 
had  persisted  in  its  exactions,  and  the  Serninoles  in 
their  resistance,  the  war  would  never  have  ceased 
until  means  had  been  brought  to  bear  more  ample 
and  efficacious  than  any  which  have  heretofore  been 
exhibited. 

Means  ample  and  efficacious — indeed!  and  are 
we  to  be  told  that  the  employment  of  five  thousand 
men  in  the  scientific  campaign  of  April  1836,  and 
nearly  an  equal  number  in  the  following  fall  and 
winter,  and  subsequently  for  two  years  past, — to- 
gether with  twenty  millions  of  dollars — did  not  con- 
stitute means  ample  and  efficacious?  and  shall  it  be 
said,  now'  that  the  war  is  only  rumored  to  be  over, 
that  a miserable  nation  of  Indians,  consisting  of 
little  more  than  a hundreth  part  of  the  red  men 
near  us,  w’ould  for  ever  maintain  the  attitude  of  de- 
fiance against  the  United  States,  without  more  men 
and  more  money?  If  so  the  age  of  chivalry  is  indeed 
passed  and  gone  from  our  country. 

Be  assured  Messrs.  Editors,  that  one  thousand 
such  men  as  Daniel  Boone  and  his  associates  of 
Kentucky,  or  John  Sevier,  or  Isaac  Shelby,  and 
their  brother  soldiers  of  Tennessee,  with  a fortieth 
part  of  the  money  expended  in  Florida,  w’ould  have 
been  sufficiently  “ample  and  efficacious”  to  have 
brought  the  war  to  a close  in  one-tenth  part  of  the 
time  elapsed  since  its  commencement:  provided  al- 
ways that  the  evil  spirit  of  party  could  be  exclud- 
ed from  statesman  and  officers  concerned,  directly 
or  indirectly  in  the  management  of  the  w'ar. 

It  was  the  evil  spirit  of  party  that  decided  the 
course  of  measures  which  brought  about  the  war. 
It  was  the  evil  spirit  of  party  that  combined  against 
me  thrpe  influential  men,  the  worst  of  its  votaries, 
and  though  of  different  parties  all  willing  to  combine 
against  me,  because  they  all  feared  me,  and  because 
I had  spurned  their  efforts  to  make  me  a party  man. 
It  was  the  evil  spirit  of  party  which  arrayed  the  ul- 
tra presses  of  all  parties  against  me,  endeavoring  to 
place  me  without  the  pale  of  common  justice.  It 
is  the  same  evil  spirit  of  part)’  which  now  prompts 
ultra  party  men  to  turn  a deaf  ear  to  all  measures 
for  the  national  defence  which  do  not  emanate 
from  ultra  party  men.  It  is  the  evil  spirit  of  party 
which  leaves  our  country  without  rail  roads  from 
the  central  states  to  the  seaboard — with  floating 
batteries,  to  be  acted  on  by  steam  power,  in  the 
national  defence,  for  the  protection  of  our  seaports 
and  inland  frontier,  against  armies  and  fleets  pro- 
pelled by  steam  pow’er.  Correct  this  evil  spirit  of 
party,  and  our  country  will  soon  become  invulnera- 
ble in  war  and  prosperous  in  peace.  Correct  this 
evil  spirit  of  party  and  my  rail  road  and  floating  bat- 
tery system  of  national  defence,  which  proudly 
soars  above  the  pestilential  atmosphere  of  the  spi- 
rit of  party  will  save  us  from  the  annoyance  of  our 
neighboring  Indians — a system  of  defence,  the  ac- 
complishment of  which  at  an  expense  of  but  little 
more  than  thrice  the  amount  expended  in  the  Se- 
minole war,  will  enable  us  to  hold  the  attitude  of 
proud  defiance  against  the  combined  land  naval  for- 
ces of  the  whole  civilized  world. 

In  conclusion,  Messrs.  Editors  I take  leave  to  ten- 
der you  my  acknowledgments  for  your  efforts  to 
console  your  readers,  in  the  last  paragraph  of  your 
artice  under  consideration.  You  say: 

“Happily  for  all  parties,  major  general  Macornb, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  United 
Slates,  has  at  length  effected  a peace.” 

If  this  be  true,  I have  great  reason  to  mingle  the 
expression  of  my  gratification  and  thanksgiving 
with  the  joy  of  those  who  have  long  deplored  the 
evils  which  attended  and  followed  the  renewal  and 
long  continuance  of  the  afflictive  war.  But  much 
as  I must  ever  depreciate  the  lawless  efforts  of  a 
few  blind  votaries  of  the  spirit  of  parly,  to  filch 
from  the  brave  volunteers  and  regulars,  who  without 
most  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life,  willingly 
consented  to  fly  with  me  to  the  dreary  theatre  of 
the  war,  and  place  themselves  between  the  savage 
foe  and  the  suffering  frontier  of  Florida,  holding 
his  main  army  in  check  until  it  was  beaten  and 
compelled  to  sue  for  peace;  I cannot  unite  in  the 
indiscriminate  thanksgiving,  nor  in  the  censure  be- 
stowed upon  all  the  officers  of  the  government  and 
the  army.  With  some  three  or  four  huge  excep- 
tions, often  named  by  me,  the  officers  and  men,  vo- 
lunteers and  regulars,  has  served  with  great  fidelity 
and  honor. 

I freely  give  to  my  friends  and  enemies  all  the 

advantage  they  can  derive  from  my  signature, 

which  I uniformerly  attach  to  whatever  I write, 

holding  myself  always  responsible,  as  a citizen  and 
soldier,  for  all  I say'  or  write. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

P.  S.  Editors  who  have  at  any  time  during  the 
war,  indulged  in  animadverting  upon  my  conduct 
in  Florida,  are  respectfully  requested,  as  an  act  of 
common  justice,  to  give  the  foregoing  views  a place 
in  their  papers.  E.  P.  G. 
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A great  milker.  An  imported  cow  oi  the  Durham 
short-horn  breed  belonging  to  col.  Wollert,  of  Philadel- 
phia, yielded  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  quarts  of  milk 
during  the  week  ending  on  the  2d  inst.  The  name  of 
the  great  milker  is  Isabella , and  it  is  stated  that  col.  W. 
has  another  cow  named  Colostra  for  which  he  refused 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  within  in  the  last  few 
weeks. 

The  census  of  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  hasjust  been 
taken.  The  city  of  Cincinnati  is  included  in  its  limits, 
and  the  enumeration  shows  a male  white  population  tor 
city  and  county,  over  21  years  of  age,  of  14,650.  In 
the  year  1835  the  number  was  10,601 — showing  an  in- 
crease of  about  forty  per  cent,  within  the  last  four 
years. 


Elections  take  place,  during  the  present  year  in  the 
following  order: — 


July  Louisiana 

August  Rhode  Island, 

“ North  Carolina, 

“ Alabama, 

“ Tennessee, 

“ Kentucky, 

“ Indiana, 

“ Illinois, 

Sept.  Vermont, 

“ Maine, 

“ South  Carolina, 


Oct.  Pennsylvania 
“ Ohio, 

“ Maryland, 

“ Georgia, 

“ Arkansas, 

“ New  Jersey, 

“ Delaware, 

Nov.  New  York, 

“ Massachusetts, 
“ Michigan, 

“ Mississippi. 


It  is  stated  in  the  Baltimore  American,  that  the  Pitts- 
burg and  Baltimore  portable  car  body  line  have  two 
hundred  and  fifty  portable  cars  now  in  use;  and  for 
their  operations  on  the  Susquehanna  rail  road  they 
have  paid  to  that  company  twenty-seven  hundred  ana 
ninety-three  dollars  during  the  present  month. 


The  St.  Louis  Republican  relates  as  a singular  cir- 
cumstance that  whilst  a man  was  on  his  trial  in  that 
city  for  passing  a counterfeit  note,  the  note  itself  was 
stolen  from  court,  and  the  accused  party  had  conse- 
quently to  be  released. 


United  States  steamers.  The  Army  and  Navy 
Chronicle  says,  that  two  are  ordered  to  be  built  imme- 
diately. They  are  to  be  constructed  upon  the  same 
model,  and  are  intended  to  be  as  near  alike  as  possible, 
with  the  exception  of  the  engines.  To  test  the  com- 
parative advantages  of  the  two  descriptions  of  en- 
gines adopted,  one  of  the  steamers  is  to  be  fitted  with 
inclined  engines,  of  ten  feet  stroke;  the  other  vessel  to 
have  two  vertical  engines  of  the  same  power,  of  seven 
feet  stroke, 

The  dimensions  of  the  hull  are  reported  at: — 

Feet.  Inches. 

Length  between  perpendiculars,  220  0 

Moulded  beam,  39  0 

Depth  of  hold,  23  6 

Tonnage,  by  custom  house  measure- 
ment, 1,650  tons. 


Rogue  caught.  Some  three  weeks  ago,  Charles 
Spencer,  the  cashier  of  the  Phcenix  bank  at  Litchfield, 
Conn,  absconded,  taking  with  him  a portion  of  the 
funds  of  the  bank.  I'  appears  that  he  made  his  way 
to  the  west,  and  was  proceeding  southwardly  for  New 
Orleans  when  he  was  arrested  at  St.  Louis,  at  which 
point  the  news  of  his  absconding  had  proceeded  him 
about  twenty  four  hours.  The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  thus 
mentions  the  manner  of  his  discovery  and  arrest: 

It  appears  that  he  arrived  during  the  night,  and  had 
taken  passage  on  bord  the  steamer  St.  Louis,  which 
was  to  ieave  in  the  morningfor  New  Orleans,  on  board 
of  which  an  old  acquaintance  saw  and  conversed  with 
him.  His  confused  manner  attracted  his  attention; 
and,  on  mentioning  it  to  a friend,  he  was  shown  the 
Bulletin  containing  the  paragraph  relative  to  his  ab- 
sconding. Constables  were  immediately  sent  on  board 
the  boat,  where  they  found  his  trunk  only;  and  as 
she  was  just  starting  for  New  Orleans,  they  went  off 
in  her,  with  the  intention  of  searching  her  on  the  pas- 


sage. 

SiToince  the  above  was  in  type,  the  constables  have 
returned  with  their  prisoner,  he  having  made  his  appear- 
ance in  the  cabin,  a short  time  after  the  boat  left  the 
wharf;  they  were  landed  on  the  Illinois  shore  opposite 
Jefferson  barracks,  and  conveyed  their  prisoner  to  town 
in  an  on  cart. 

City.  There  were  34  fires  and  49  false  alarms  in  the 
city  of  New  York  during  the  last  month. 

Names.  There  is  a firm  in  Boston  which  flourishes 
under  the  nomenclature  of  Neal  and  Pray. 

There  is  also  one  in  Maidstone,  (Eng.)  which  hangs 
up  a sign  to  inform  the  reader  of  the  Biblical  fact  that 
DavidlShot  and  Goliah  Fell. 

Captured  slavers.  We  give  below  an  extract  from  the 
Rio  Janeiro  correspondence,  of  the  Courier  and  Enquir- 
er. from  which  it  would  seem  that  some,  of  the  slaves 
taken  by  British  cruisers  on  the  high  seas,  do  not  gain 
much  by  the  change.  We  have  seen  intimations  to  the 
same  effect  in  English  publications: 

“Within  the  last  thirty  days  the  British  cruisers  have 
sent  into  this  port  five  slave  vessels,  with  about  1,500 
skives  on  board.  These  are  hired  out  to  individuals  for 
a period  of  eight  years,  who  pay  five  pounds  for  each 
slave,  Which  indemnifies  the  British  government  for  the 
live  pounds  bounty  paid  the  captors.  It  is  not  believed, 
however,  that  one  of  these  miserable  Africans  will  ever 
receive  emancipation,  as  promised,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  eight  years’  service.  Within  that  time  they  will  be 
broken  down  in  the  coffee  business,  as  the  negroes  em- 
ployed in  this  do  not  average  a life  of  eight  years.  Be- 


sides, as  it  is  impossible  to  identify  these  negroes,  certifi- 
cates are  obtained  from  physicians  when  negroes  die, 
and  whatever  was  their  situation  or  character,  they  are 
made  to  represent  such  a number  of  the  apprentices, 
and  thus,  at  the  end  of  eight  years,  they  will  all  be  kill- 
ed, or  represented  such  by  the  death  of  other  negroes 
on  the  estate.  You  will  at  once  see,  that  the  capture  of 
these  slaves  is  attended  with  no  good  effect,  but  is  really 
injurious  to  the  poor  Africans. 

Vandalism — savage.  Can  it  be  true  that  the  blue 
lawas  have  made  such  progress  in  the  enlightened  city 
of  Buffalo?  We  hear  the  little  German  minstrel  girls, 
wandering  west,  and  singing  their  ditties  as  they  go, 
have  been  imprisoned  in  Buffalo  under  the  vagrant  act. 
How  many  destructive  guilty  speculators,  that  nearly 
brought  ruin  on  that  town,  deserve  better  incarceration, 
than  those  whose  vocations  have  tendency  to  subdue 
the  rapacity  of  avarice,  and  to  cherish  the  nobler  affec- 
ions  of  our  nature.  [A.  Y.  Star. 

Benefits  of  life  insurance.  The  amount  of  losses  paid 
during  the  last  year,  by  the  N.  Y.  Life  and  Trust,  and 
the  Farmers’  Loan  and  Trust,  the  two  principal  life  in- 
surance companies  in  this  city,  was  $24,000;  rescuing 
from  actual  poverty  in  almost  every  instance,  the  fami- 
lies of  the  insured.  Yet  notwithstanding  this  great 
benefit,  derived  at  a very  trifling  annual  cost,  the  num- 
ber of  policies  issued  by  these  two  companies  compared 
with  the  English  offices,  is  very  small. 

[N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

The  ordinance  passed  by  the  Baltimore  city  councils 
imposing  a charge  of  half  a cent  per  bushel  on  all  grain 
other  than  the  product  of  Maryland,  landed  on  any  of 
the  public  wharves  has  been  repealed. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Great  Western  steam  ship  have 
declared  an  annual  dividend  of  9 per  cent. — with  ,£2,000 
on  hand  as  a contingent  fund. 

Light  houses  on  our  coast  have  been  multiplied  from 
fifty-five  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  within  the  last 
nineteen  years. 

The  Lancaster  Union  mentions  a number  of  beauti- 
ful pocket  handkerchiefs,  made  of  siik,  the  product  of 
that  count}',  which  was  reeled  by  Messrs.  R.  & H. 
Carson,  merchants  of  Lancaster  city.  The  editors  of 
the  Union  say  they  never  saw  a better  article  of  the  kind, 
and  add: 

“They  were  woven  in  Philadelphia,  and  are  nearly 
twice  as  heavy  as  imported  ones  of  the  same  size,  re- 
taining all  the  softness  which  characterizes  the  labric. 
We  were  also  shown  a quantity  of  setying  silk,  but  not 
having  much  confidence  in  our  knowledge  of  such  mat- 
ters, we  submitted  it  to  the  inspection  of  one  every  way 
qualified  to  judge  of  its  merits,  some  skeins  presented 
to  us  by  the  manufacturers,  and  it  was  pronounced  for 
evenness  of  thread,  beauty  of  color  and  strength,  not  to 
be  surpassed.  The  Messrs.  Carson  have  an  extensive 
cocoonery  and  feed  a great  number  of  worms. — One 
leaf  of  the  multicaulis  grown  by  them  this  summer, 
measures  15  3-8  inches  across.  We  hope  they  may 
succeed  fully  in  an  enterprise  so  beneficial  to  the  com- 
munity. 

In  1706,  the  stage  coaches  went  from  London  to  York 
in  four  days  and  now  they  perform  the  distance  in  twen- 
ty-four hours.  In  1712,  it  took  thirteen  days  to  travel 
by  coach,  from  London  to  Edinburgh,  and  now  it 
requires  but  forty  hours!  In  1760,  travellers  were  two 
whole  days  in  going;  from  London  to  Brighton,  now 
they  are  only  about  five  hours. 

A blow  up  savedby  sinking.  The  steamboat  Tennes- 
see, on  her  way  from  Louisville  to  Nashville,  Tenn. 
when  near  Rome,  Indiana,  about  100  miles  below 
Louisville  caught  fire;  and  there  being  a quantity  of 
powder  on  board,  to  prevent  an  explosion,  the  cap- 
tain thought  proper  to  sink  the  boat.  It  is  thought  that 
she  can  be  raised,  although  much  damage  must  be  sus- 
tained. 

We  take  pleasure  in  republishing  from  the  New  Or- 
leans True  American,  the  following  complimentary 
notice  of  a gallant  naval  officer,  so  long  and  so  favora- 
bly known  to  the  citizens  of  Baltimore. 

Schooner  Woodbury.  This  noble  vessel  commanded 
by  as  noble  a fellow  as  ever  lived,  has  been  withdrawn 
from  her  station  on  the  guiph  as  a government  packet. 
We  are  sorry  for  this,  for  we  had  begun  to  look  for  the 
regular  return  of  this  vessel  almost  as  a matter  of  course 
as  a positive  and  connecting  link  between  ourselves 
and  the  barbarians  of  Mexico.  Now  we  shall  have  to1 
depend  on  chance  for  intelligence  from  Santa  Ana’s 
dominions.  Captain  Nicholas  who  had  the  Woodbu- 
ry in  charge,  has  gained  the  esteem  of  all  by  his  urbani- 
ty and  strict  attention  to  the  trying  duties  assigned  him, 
and  there  are  none  who  will  not  regret  that  he  had  not 
been  continued  in  the  service,  the  fruits  of  which  have 
been  so  valuable.  Among  all  our  friends,  we  know  of 
none  who  has  a firmer  hold  upon  our  esteem,  and  our 
fervent  wish  is  that  his  bark  may  hurry  on  to  the  haven 
of  his  hopes,  with  a smooth  sea  and  kindly  breezes. 

An  improved  species  of  cotton  has  been  discovered 
in  Alabama.  The  Southern  Agriculturist  says  that  it 
grows  much  taller  thaji  the  common  plant,  and  bears  a 
number  of  short  lateral  branches  only  4 or  5 inches  in 
length,  and  bearing  twin  pods  or  clusters  of6  or  7 pods 
on  each  branch.  The  cotton  is  finer  than  any  other 
kind  of  short  staple,  commands  4 or  5 cents  more,  and 
the  product  is  very  much  more  abundant.  Tlie  plant, 
with  leaves  like  other  cotton,  resembles  the  okra  in 
other  respects,  and  in  rich  land  will  reach  a height  of  8 
or  9 feet.  The  seed  is  not  yet  in  general  use,  and  the 


small  quantity  to  be  had  sells  at  very  high  prices.  It 
ripens  earlier  than  the  other  cotton,  and  stands  a bet- 
ter chance,  therefore,  of  escaping  the  worm , which  is 
very  destructive  to  late  crops  in  the  southwest, 

Timber  on  the  prairies.  Judge  Brown  in  an  address 
at  the  late  cattle  show  at  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  said  this 
was  a false  alarm — that  the  prairies  could  and  did  now 
produce  more  timber  than  was  wanted.  All  that  was 
wanting  was  for  farmers  to  look  to  its  culture.  It  is 
well  known  that  one  of  the  surpassing  beauties  of  pic- 
turesque prairie  scenery,  are  the  islands  of  forest  timbers 
there  an  ocean  of  green.  Such  preserves  are  of 
great  value.  Nurseries  that  the  landscape  painter  and 
admirers  will  not.  regret,  necessity  and  taste  combine  to 
keep  unmolested  by  the  savage  axe  of  civilization. 

[N.  Y.  Star. 

The  French  admiral  Baudin  arrived  at  Havana  on 
the  29th  May,  and  was  received  with  the  highest  marks 
of  distinction.  He  landed  amid  demonstrations  of 
general  rejoicing — a circumstance  which  is  explained 
by  the  fact  that  the  Spaniards  bear  the  Mexicans  no 
love,  and  are  delighted  that  they  have  been  humbled 
by  the  French. 

We  have  before  noticed  the  opening  and  ex- 
ploration of  a mound  at  crave  Creek,  near  Eliza- 
bethtown, Va.  and  the  various  curiosities,  interest- 
ing to  antiquarians,  found  therein.  The  last  Senti- 
nel states  that  a few  days  since  the  proprietor  in  uproot- 
ing a tree  on  the  very  top  of  the  mound,  discovered  a 
human  skeleton  within  two  feet  of  the  surface  of  the 
earth,  but  immediately  under  the  tree — the  largest  or 
principal  root  of  which  having  penetrated  the  skull  and 
grown  directly  through  it.  The  skeleton  had  been 
placed  in  a sitting  posture,  and  others  of  the  bones 
were  also  much  broken  or  injured  with  the  pressure. 
The  tree  is  white  oak  of  about  two  feet  diameter. 

[Balt  Cliron. 

A fine  marble  quarry  has  been  discovered  in  Walker 
county,  Ky.  and  the  owners  of  the  rich  deposite  are 
making  arrangements  to  work  it.  A writerin  the  Frank- 
fort Commonwealth  speaks  of  the  marble  as  unequalled, 
by  any  heretofore  discovered  in  our  country,  regard  be- 
ing had  to  polish,  texture  and  variety.  He  mentions  a 
hill  100  feet  high  and  nearly  half  a mile  long,  composed 
of  solid  marble;  and  adds: 

“These  belts  constitute  a variety  in  color,  figure  and 
texture,  that  baffles  all  limitation.  Examine  any  one  of 
these,  at  any  point,  along  its  whole  length,  and  it  will 
be  found  to  possess  precisely  the  same  beautiful  deci- 
phering as  at  the  beginning — and  yet  totally  different 
and  distinct  from  its  elbow  neighbors  on  either  hand. 
There  is  no  general  term  for  so  much  variety,  but  that 
which  approaches  most  nearly  to  comprehensive  pro- 
priety, is  porphyry.  The  predominant  ground  of  each 
variety,  is  something  of  an  oil  color,  while  the  blendings 
are  generally  a modest  red.  After  this,  it  were  vain  to 
attempt  to  define  the  interminable  commingling  of 
shades  and  hues.  One  isolated  species,  however, 
which  appears  to  disclaim  all  colorable  fraternity  with 
the  balance,  is  that  of  the  blue  blending  on  an  azure 
ground.” 

Feat  of  a revolutionary  patriot.  Captain  Benjamin 
Webber,  of  Gloucester,  a soldier  of  the  revolution, 
who  was  engaged  in  the  battle  ofBunker  Hill,  and  is 
now  eighty-four  years  of  age — walked,  week  before  last, 
from  his  residence  at  Gloucester  (rising  at  4 o’clock 
in  the  morning)  to  Salem,  where  he  took  the  10  o’clock 
cars  for  Boston,  and,  after  walking,  some  hours,  in  the 
accomplishment  of  some  business  he  had  on  hand,  he 
walked  to  Charlestown,  and  after  taking  a stroll  over 
the  scene  of  his  first  fight,  returned  to  the  city,  walked 
to  the  eastern  rail  road  depot,  and  took  a seat  in  the 
cars  to  Salem,  whence  he  again  resumed  his  walk 
home,  and  had  arrived  within  a few  miles  of  Gloucester, 
when  the  stage  overtook  him  and  carried  him  the  rest 
of  the  way.  He  had  walked  thirty  miles,  at  least,  and 
rode  as  many  more,  and  all  this  wTas  accomplished  be- 
tween sunrise  and  sunset  of  the  same  day! 

[Boston  Transcipt. 

The  case  of  the  steamboat  New  Haven,  tried  in  the 
circuit  court  of  New  York  for  an  infringement  of  the 
law  of  congress  by  using  ropes  instead  of  iron  chains 
for  steering,  has  'erminated  in  a verdict  against  the  de- 
fendants of  $300,  being  the  penalty  expressed  in  the 
law.  A similar  verdict  wa3  given  immediately  after 
against  the  steamboat  Providence  for  a like  infringe- 
ment. These  cases,  it  is  said,  will  be  carried  to  the 
supreme  court. 


Long  lived  newspaper.  The  Newport  (R.  I.)  Mer- 
cury, on  Saturday  last,  completed  the  eighty-first  year 
of  its  age.  Its  first  number  was  published  on  the  32th 
of  June,  1753,  by  James  Franklin,  the  elder  brother  of 
Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin 

Ohio  canal.  By  a return  from  the  collector’s  office  at 
Chillicothe,  it  appears  that  the  following  produce  and 
property  were  shipped  from  that  port  during  the  month 
of  May. 


Barrels  of  pork, 
Barrels  of  flour, 
Bacon, 

Lard, 

Bushels  wheat, 


6361 

3,692 

528,082  Ins. 
588,899  “ 
18,900 


The  tolls  taken  at  Chillicothe  during  the  month, 


amounted  to  $8,834  11. 

This  is  said  to  be  the  heaviest  business  ever  done  at 
that  office  in  one  month,  and  to  be  more  than  double 
that  of  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year. 
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Banks,  currency,  money  market,  Jtc.  Ac- 
counts received  this  morning  from  Detroit  repre- 
sent that  the  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  state 
of  Michigan  to  effect  an  arrangement  with  the  state 
bank  of  Michigan  to  secure  the  large  amount  of 
public  funds  on  deposits  with  that  institution  at  the 
time  of  its  failure,  have  entirely  failed  in  their  ef- 
forts to  secure  a satisfactory  settlement.  The  go- 
vernor of  Michigan  has  consequently  instructed 
the  attorney  general  of  the  state  to  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  procure  an  injunction.  It  is  said  that 
the  consequences  of  this  necessary  proceeding  will 
be  to  render  the  institution  insolvent  for  a very 
large  amount,  and  that  the  bill  holders  will  be  the 

Erincipal  sufferers.  The  amount  due  the  state  is 
etvveen  4 and  500,000  dollars.  We  here  have 
another  practical  illustration  of  the  working  of  the 
union  of  bank  and  state,  in  which  it  is  proved  that 
the  connection  is  alike  prejudicial  to  tiie  institu- 
tion, the  state  which  created  it  and  took  it  into 
partnership,  and  the  community  at  large. 

[New  York  Evening  Post. 
The  correspondent  of  the  National  Intelligencer, 
in  New  York,  gives  the  following  account  of  the 
condition  of  business  in  that  city  on  the  22d  inst. 

“The  flour  dealers  continue  to  suffer  for  want  of 
money,  but,  generally  speaking,  will  ride  out  the 
pressure  with  safety.  Flour  has  now  got  down  to 
nearly  six  dollars,  and  sales  are  dull,  so  that  they 
who  are  under  large  acceptances  here  are  on  the 
rack.  There  have  been  two  failures  out  of  the 
flour  business  in  Pearl  street,  one  in  hardware,  and 
one  in  dry  goods,  respectable,  but  not  great  houses 
— one  probably  caused  by  southern  embarrassments, 
and  the  other  by  a fall  of  dry  goods — to  which  1 
allude  to  prevent  a panic  from  going  abroad,  when 
there  is  no  panic  here.  Money,  however,  is  not 
plenty.  The  banks  discount  wdth  extreme  caution. 
Trade  is  conducted  on  limited  principles,  and  by 
the  strictest  commercial  rules.  The  jobbers  have 
nearly  got  through  their  payments.  The  grocers 
are  quite  easy.  The  pressure  is  not  general,  but 
confined  to  the  particular  class  of  dealers  whom  the 
late  turns  in  the  market  were  most  likely  to  affect.” 
EXCHANGE. 

Philadelphia,  § dis.  New  Orleans,  2 to  24 

Baltimore,  4 Louisville,  3 to  34 

Richmond,  1 to  Nashville,  7 to  8 

Savannah,  24  to  3 Natchez,  10  to  30 

Augusta,  Geo.  3 to  4 St.  Louis,  3 to  3| 

Charleston,  24  Cincinnati,  24  to  3 

Appalachicola,15  to  20  Detroit,  4 to  5 

Mobile,  12  to  13 

BANK  NOTES. 

New  England,  4 dis.  Louisiana,  2 to  24 

New  York,  (country)  4 Kentucky,  5 to  6* 

Pennsylvania,  par  to  2 Tennessee,  7 to  8 

Maryland,  4 to  £ Mississippi,  15  to  17 

Virginia,  14  Missouri,  5 to  6 

North  Carolina,  3 to  3^  Ohio,  5 to  6 

Georgia,  4 to  5 Michigan,  (no  sale.) 

South  Carolina,  2 to  24  Indiana,  5 to  6 

Florida,  15  to  20  Illinois,  4 to  5 

Alabama,  10  to  12 

The  Philadelphia  North  American  of  Wednesday 
says — 

The  operations  in  the  stock  market  show  an  up- 
ward tendency  to-day.  Vicksburg  going  up  to  48. 

The  money  market  is  in  an  unpleasant  and  un- 
settled condition — rates  remaining  as  for  the  past 
week,  at  12  and  15  per  cent.  The  banks  are  cur- 
tailing all  in  their  power,  determined  to  carry  them- 
selves through  under  any  contingency  which  might 
possibly  occur.  Pursuing  this  course,  and  at  the 
same  time  avoiding  any  distress  upon  the  commu- 
nity further  than  is  absolutely  necessary  for  their 
security,  is  their  only  policy.  But  there  is  a want 
of  harmony  existing  among  them  much  to  be  de- 
preciated. We  do  not  see  how  this  is  to  be  avoided 
so  long  as  each  will  pursue  its  own  peculiar  inte- 
rest, with  no  other  check  upon  them  than  the  pru- 
dence and  discretion  of  their  respective  govern- 
ments.  ° 

The  New  York  Express  of  Tuesday,  2,  P.  M- 
says — 

The  appearance  of  things  in  Wall  street,  is 
brighter.  Stocks  have  improved,  and  a better  feel- 
ing is  manifested. 

The  business  affairs  in  Philadelphia  are  as  bad 
and  worse  than  they  are  in  New  York.  Bicknell’s 
Vol.  VI.— Sio.  18. 


Reporter  says  that  the  week  ending  on  Saturday 
last,  was  the  severest  that  has  been  experienced 
since  the  great  pressure.  The  out  door  rates  were 
in  few  instances  less  than  1 ^ per  cent,  per  month, 
while  in  many,  still  more  extravagant  prices  were 
exacted.  Fortunately,  however,  the  demand  among 
the  regular  traders  was  light — the  high  prices  being 
confined  chiefly  to  speculators,  note  brokers,  and 
dabblers  in  stocks.  The  pressure  is  attributed  in 
the  first  place,  to  the  news  from  Europe  by  the 
Great  Western;  in  the  second,  to  the  large  sums 
that  are  payable  at  this  season  of  the  year;  and  in 
the  third,  to  the  bankruptcy  of  the  Philadelphia 
loan  company,  and  the  apprehension  and  panic  that 
such  an  event  is  invariably  calculated  to  produce. 
The  Reporter  adds  that,  unless  we  have  very  cheer- 
ing news  from  Great  Britain,  little  ease  may  be  ex- 
pected for  a few  weeks  to  come.  It  is  scarcely 
possible,  however,  for  the  scarcity  to  continue 
longer  than  a few  weeks,  for  business  will  get  duller 
and  duller  as  the  summer  deepens,  while  the  rich 
crops  and  the  general  healthfulness  and  fine  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  cannot  but  have  a salutary  in- 
fluence. 

For  the  information  of  the  community,  I subjoin 
(he  names  of  the  registers  employed  in  this  depart- 
ment under  the  general  banking  law,  with  the  de- 
nomination of  notes  signed  by  them  respectively. 
All  notes  issued  by  this  department  from  and  after 
the  28th  of  May,  will  be  signed  -agreeably  to  the 
following  list: 

The  1 dollar  notes  signed  by  P.  B.  Prindle. 

The  2 “ “ “ H.  Leonard. 

The  5 “ “ “ F.  W.  Huxford. 

The  3’s  and  10’s  “ J.  V.  Ford. 

The  20’s,  50’s,  105’s,  signed  by  Thomas  Turner. 

The  names  of  the  registers  are  given,  with  the 
letters  used  in  their  respective  signatures. 

Respectfully,  yours.  Trios.  Turner, 

Principal  register. 

The  number  of  notes  signed  and  registered,  and 
the  amount  issued  for  the  month  of  May,  were  as 
follows: 

P.  B.  Prindle,  $ 1 notes,  44,402,  amt’g  to  $44,402 
H.  Leonard,  $2  notes,  49,200  “ “ 98,400 

F.  W. Huxford,  5’s  and  10’s 48, 420  “ “ 309,500 

* J.  Y.  Ford,  $10  notes,  5,420  “ “ 54,200 

Thomas  turner,  20’s,  50’s  and 

100’s  5,152  “ “ 278,040 


152,591  $784,542 

The  bank  commissioners  of  the  state  of  Connec- 
ticut having  made  their  annual  report  to  the  legis- 
lature, from  which  it  appears  that  the  whole  amount 
of  bank  capital  in  the  state  in  August  last,  was 
$9,9 57,853  71,  and  that  their  liabilities  amounted 
to  $3,929,377  19 — while  the  “immediately  availa- 
ble” resources  of  the  banks  were  $2,185,201  71. — 
The  amount  of  specie  in  all  the  banks  at  that  time, 
except  Connecticut  River  bank,  from  which  no  re- 
turns were  received,  was  $518,506  82,  and  the 
amount  of  bills  in  circulation  was  $2,611,139  00, 
which  shows  an  increase  in  the  circulation  from 
Marcli  1838  to  August  1838,  of  about  $700, 000. 

[IV.  Y.  Courier  and.  Enquirer. 

Unexpected.  Upon  the  opening  of  the  vaults  of 
the  Berrien  county  bank  by  the  honorable  Vincent 
L.  Bradford,  the  lately  appointed  receiver,  $290  in 
specie,  all  in  gold,  were  found,  supposed  to  have 
been  left  by  accident.  [Chicago  Democrat. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Philadelphia  Ledger  that  four 
different  suits  have  been  instituted  against  G.  F. 
Benkert,  the  president  of  the  Southwark  Savings’ 
bank,  for  the  recovery  of  the  amount  of  notes  of 
that  institution,  held  by  the  plaintiffs.  The  defen- 
dant appeared  with  his  counsel,  II.  R.  Kneas,  esq. 
and  pleaded  an  abatement  that  the  suit  was  insti- 
tuted improperly,  as  it  was  brought  against  G.  F. 
Benkert,  and  not  against  G.  F.  Benkert,  president 
of  said  institution.  The  magistrate  overruled  the 
objection,  and  the  plaintiffs  brought  several  wit- 
nesses who  testified  to  Mr.  Benkerl’s  signature. — 
On  hearing,  the  magistrate  entered  judgment  for 
the  amount  of  five  dollars  and  costs  in  each  case. 

Loss  of  bank  notes.  It  is  well  known  that  one 
source  of  gain  to  banks  is  the  destruction  of  their 
notes  from  accidents  of  various  kinds,  on  land  and 


* Mr.  Ford  commenced  May  28th,  3 days. 


water.  We  have  not  sufficient  data  to  form  a cor- 
rect opinion  of  the  proportion  thus  lost,  either  in 
this  country  or  Europe;  but  the  amounts  would 
vary  according  to  the  political  condition,  pursuits, 
character  and  habits  of  the  community,  in  the  re- 
spective spheres  of  circulation,  as  well  as  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  issues.  The  losses  sustained,  for  in- 
stance, upon  an  equal  amount  of  circulation,  would 
be  far  less  in  a country  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace 
and  security,  than  in  a state  of  war  or  civil  com- 
motion. Much  also,  depends  upon  the  degree  of 
credit  enjoyed  by  the  institution;  as  this  circum- 
stance not  only  determines  in  ordinary  cases,  the 
extent  over  which  the  notes  are  spread,  but  also,  in 
a great  degree  the  length  of  time  they  are  withheld 
from  presentation. 

According  to  an  estimate  in  the  year  1832,  the 
Bank  of  England  appears  to  have  gained  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
or  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, by  the  loss  of  its  notes,  and  this  is  generally 
thought  much  less  than  the  real  amount.  If  we 
consider  the  age  of  the  bank,  its  great  credit  and 
circulation,  the  immense  extent  of  the  British  em- 
pire, and  the  numerous  fleets  and  armies,  which  for 
nearly  one  hundred  and  forty  years,  had  been  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  paid  in  those  bills,  the 
amount  is  not  surprising. 

In  our  country  we  have  accurate  information  on 
this  subject  so  far  as  it  regards  a single  institution 
— the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States.  This  bank 
was  chartered  in  1791,  and  in  active  operation  for 
twenty  years.  Its  circulation,  we  believe,  never 
exceeded  five  millions  of  dollars.  In  1823,  by  de- 
cree of  court,  the  trustees  of  the  bank  were  released 
from  any  obligations  to  redeem  outstanding  bills, 
as  twelve  years  had  elapsed  from  the  expiration  of 
the  charter,  and  notice  by  public  advertisements 
had  been  widely  spread  for  seven  years. 

The  notes  then  unredeemed  amounted  to  two 
hundred  and  five  thousand  dollars.  A fund  of  five 
thousand  dollars  was  reserved  for  instances  of  pecu- 
liar hardship;  but  the  whole  amount  presented  does 
not  much  exceed  eleven  hundred  dollars  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  of  which  the  greater  part  was  in  the 
hands  of  an  invalid  revolutionary  soldier  and  liqui- 
dated in  1S25.  A note  often  dollars  was  redeemed, 
however,  a few  days  since. 

The  result  of  the  note  account  of  the  second  Bank 
of  the  United  States  cannot  be  known  for  some 
years.  An  estimate  was  made  by  the  government 
in  fixing  the  price  of  the  seven  millions  of  stock 
sold  to  the  bank,  but  the  amount  was  of  course  a 
matter  of  mere  speculation.  [Phila.  North.  Amer. 

We  notice  by  the  stock  exchange  books,  that  the 
stock  of  the  New  York  banking  company,  an  insti- 
tution recently  organized  under  the  general  bank- 
ing law,  and  of  which  John  Delafield,  esq.  is  presi- 
dent, was  introduced  at  the  board,  the  early  part  of 
the  week.  This  company  already  has  one  million 
of  dollars  cash  capital  paid  in.  And  with  a person 
of  the  high  financial  talents  of  Mr.  Delafield  to 
manage  its  affairs,  the  stock  must  prove,  not  only  a 
safe  but  a very  profitable  investment.  One  and  a 
half  per  cent,  premium  was  offered  for  the  stocks 
yesterday  and  refused.  [A.  Y.  Times. 

Mexico  and  Texas.  The  Charleston  Mercury 
contains  the  following  letter  from  col.  Bee,  the 
Texian  envoy  to  Mexico.  This  may  be  deemed 
an  official  account  of  the  colonel’s  reception.  It 
was  before  stated  that  he  had  left  Vera  Cruz  for 
Havana. 

Havana,  June  9,  1839. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Mercury. 

Sir:  I arrived  hereon  the  6th  in  the  French  steam 
frigate  Phaffon,  M.  Goubin,  commander.  We  were 
eight  days  from  Vera  Cruz — having  had  head  winds 
the  whole  voyage.  An  arrival  from  New  Orleans 
yesterday  brought  papers  from  that  city  to  the  1st 
June.  They  contain  remarks  founded  on  the  first 
ebullition  of  feeling  evinced  at  Vera  Cruz  on  hear- 
ing that  an  agent  from  Texas  was  on  board  a Unit- 
ed States  vessel  of  war,  in  their  waters.  But  it  is 
due  the  citizens  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  more  especially 
his  excellency  general  Victoria,  commandant  of 
that  department,  I should  correct  any  improper  im- 
pressions upon  this  point— as  after  being  a few  days 
on  board  the  beautiful  fifty-two  gun  ship  La  Gloire 
Monsieur  Le  Comte  Laine,  commander,  to  whose 
hospitality  and  kindness  I am  everlastingly  indebt- 
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ed — I landed  under  the  sanction  of  gen.  Victoria, 
and  remained  in  his  city  ten  days,  in  the  perfect 
enjoyment  of  my  liberty;  and  receiving  at  his  hands 
the  most  distinguished  courtesy.  It  is  true,  that 
after  several  communications  with  the  authorities 
at  Mexico,  it  was  decided  that  I could  not  be  re- 
ceived as  the  representative  of  Texas.  But  there 
was  no  indignity  ottered  “the  rebel,”  and  unlike 
king  David’s  ambassadors  to  Nahum,  I returned  on 
board  the  French  fleet,  without  my  head  being 
shaved. 

It  was  perhaps  expecting  too  much  of  Mexico  to 
suppose  she  would  receive  me — inheriting  as  they 
do,  all  the  pride  of  the  Spaniards — Mexico  herself 
having  but  recently  been  acknowledged  by  Spain, 
after  years  of  separation — but  Texas  is  a forward 
“bantling,”  and  I thought  the  sooner  the  mother’s 
eye  was  met  the  better — if  she  was  to  be  rejected 
with  frowns,  she  would  deplore  it — if  received  with 
smiles  be  gratified.  The  result  is,  (or  has  been) 
that  I have  not  been  received  as  the  bearer  of  the 
Olive  branch  from  Texas.  But  the  ice  is  broke — 
we  have  done  our  part,  and  I flatter  myself  the  day 
is  not  distant  when  a definite  treaty  boundary  will 
be  established  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  conse- 
crated as  it  must  be  by  a lasting  peace.  I am,  sirs, 
your  most  ob’t  serv’t  Barnard  E.  Bee. 

From  Texas — total  wreck  of  the  steam 
ship  Cuba.  The  steam  packet  Columbia  arrived 
at  New  Orleans  on  the  18th  inst.  bringing  accounts 
from  Texas  to  the  16th.  There  were  still  accounts 
of  disturbances  with  predatory  bands  of  Indians 
and  Mexicans.  The  loss  of  the  steam  packet  Cuba 
is  a great  one  to  the  new  country,  whose  trade  she 
was  engaged  in.  Her  estimated  value  was  90,000 
dollars,  and  she  was  insured  for  $60,000.  We  sub- 
join the  items  of  interest. 

Predatory  bands  of  Mexicans  and  Indians  have 
committed  many  murders  in  the  neighborhood  of 
San  Antonio.  The  excitement  was  great  in  that 
section.  Four  or  five  companies  of  Texian  troops 
were  concentrating  on  the  Colorado,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Bastrop  and  Austin,  there  to  wait  for 
marching  orders. 

They  experienced  a severe  gale  at  Houston  on 
the  3d.  A large  frame  building  recently  erected 
on  Main  street  was  blown  down.  The  workmen 
were  sleeping  in  it  at  the  time,  who  were  “buried 
in  the  ruins.”  ’Two  were  slightly  injured — the 
other  was  dangerously  hurt,  but  is  fast  recovering. 

A rencontre  took  place  on  the  25th  ultimo,  be- 
tween Wm.  H.  Butler  and  E.  S.  Kirby,  in  which 
the  latter  was  killed  with  a bowie  knife.  Butler 
surrendered  himself  to  the  civil  authorities. 

The  Redlander  says: — “An  express  has  arrived 
in  this  place,  from  major  B.  C.  Waters,  containing 
the  unpleasant  intelligence,  that  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians have  embodied  near  the  Sabine,  in  Nacog- 
doches county,  and  are  determined  to  make  war 
upon  any  troops  who  may  attempt,  in  accordance 
with  the  orders  of  the  secretary  of  war,  to  build  a 
fort  at  that  place.  A pressing  call  is  made  upon 
our  citizens,  by  major  Waters,  for  immediate  aid  to 
carry  into  effect  this  order,  in  which  attempt,  a 
fight  with  these  Indians  is  inevitable.  We  trust 
that  the  patriotic  Redlanders  will  respond  to  this  call 
with  that  characteristic  promptness  which  has  ever 
marked  their  course  wdien  their  country  required.” 

From  Mexico.  The  United  States  sloop  of  war 
Warren  touched  at  the  Balize,  on  the  night  of  the 
14th  inst.  for  the  purpose  of  landing  freight  and 
passengers  from  Tampico,  for  New  Orleans.  By 
this  conveyance  the  New  Orleans  papers  have  re- 
ceived accounts  of  the  capitulation  of  Tampico,  to 
the  government  army  under  gen.  Arista.  The  fe- 
deralists had  a strong  force  in  the  town  at  the  time, 
which  was  well  fortified,  and  strong  hopes  were 
entertained  that  the  garrison  would  stand  a siege. 
A private  letter  states  that  the  soldiers  were  very 
much  dissatisfied  with  the  articles  of  capitulation. 
After  the  treaty  had  been  signed  by  the  officers, 
they  remained  under  arms  twenty-four  hours,  re- 
fusing to  accede  to  the  convention — threatening 
death  to  the  centralists  if  they  dared  to  enter  the 
city*  and  menacing  vengeance  upon  the  officers  and 
citizens,  for  having  betrayed  them  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  For  awhile  fears  were  feltlest  the  city 
would  be  given  up  to  pillage  by  the  exasperated 
soldiery.  But  by  some  means  or  other,  they  were 
at  length  pacified,  and  the  capitulation  of  the  place 
was  quietly  conducted.  No  violence  was  offered 
by  general  Arista  or  the  central  troops  to  the  inha- 
bitants— private  property  was  respected,  and  the 
utmost  good  order  and  tranquillity  prevailed.  The 
terms  of  the  treaty  were  certainly  very  advantage- 
ous to  the  federalists.  All  political  offences  were 
to  be  pardoned,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
choose,  were  permitted  to  retain  their  station  and 
rank  in  the  army.  Even  the  arch-rebel,  general 


Urrea,  was  included  in  the  amnesty,  provided  he 
determined  to  accept  of  the  terms.  At  the  time  of 
the  occurrence,  he  was  absent  from  Tampico. 

In  consequence  of  the  amicable  arrangements  be- 
tween the  belligerent  paities,  foreigners  resident  at 
Tampico  experienced  no  molestation.  Everything 
remained  quiet,  and  business  and  commerce  will 
now  be  resumed,  and  flow  on  in  their  accustomed 
channel.  Many  surmises  and  rumors  were  afloat 
with  respect  to  the  means  by  which  the  government 
obtained  this  bloodless  victory.  Some  of  the  zeal- 
ous federalists  intimate  that  the  federalist  officers 
suffered  themselves  to  be  tampered  with  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Urrea.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  the  capitulation  of  Tampico  has  put  an 
end  for  the  present  to  the  cause  of  federalism. 

The  accounts  from  the  interior  were  contradicto- 
ry. It  seems  to  be,  though,  the  generaiimpression, 
that  the  government  had  triumphed  at  every  point. 
A rumor  of  the  capture  of  Tuspan  was  current  at 
the  time  the  Warren  sailed.  The  capitulation  of 
Tampico  took  place  on  the  6th  of  June.  On  the 
9th  instant,  Bustamente  was  to  make  his  public 
entry  into  the  city.  It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the 
lives  and  property  of  foreign  residents  were  so  well 
respected.  High  compliments  are  paid  to  capt.  W. 
A.  Spencer  of  the  Warren,  for  his  exertions  and 
strong  interposition  in  behalf  of  American  citizens, 
by  which  they  were  secured  from  all  harm  either  to 
their  persons  or  effects. 

On  the  7th  inst.  the  British  packet  Star  arrived 
off  Tampico  bar,  in  a short  passage  from  Vera  Cruz, 
having  on  boaid  a minister  from  Mexico  for  Eng- 
land.— All  was  quiet  in  Vera  Cruz  when  she  sailed 
from  that  place. 

H.  B.  M.  ship  Comus,  P.  P.  Carey,  esq.  com- 
mander, and  the  French  brig  of  war  Eclipse,  capt. 
James,  were  at  anchor  off  Tampico;  the  former  to 
sail  for  Vera  Cruz  the  same  day,  and  the  latter  for 
Havana  on  the  9th. 

As  the  Warren  was  standing  off,  a British  man- 
of-war,  supposed  to  be  the  Satilite,  from  Vera  Cruz, 
was  going  in  to  the  anchorage. 

The  following  are  the  articles  of  capitulation: 

On  the  fourh  of  June,  1839,  cols.  D.  Manuel 
Maria  Iturria,  and  D.  Mariand  Fernandez,  capt. 
Jose  Maria  Castanares  and  Licent.D.  Miguel  Lazo, 
of  the  active  battalion  of  Tlaxeala,  having  met  to 
consult  about  terminating  the  civil  dissensions,  the 
two  former  authorised  by  general  D.  Mariano  Aris- 
ta, and  the  latter  by  the  commandant  of  the  forces  of 
Tampico,  col.  D.  Ignacio  Escalada;  both  parties  be- 
ing found  duly  competent,  they  discussed  in  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

That  general  D.  Jos  Urrea,  having  left  the  garri- 
son of  Tampico,  and  considering  any  resistance  on 
the  part  of  said  garrison  to  be  useless,  and  also 
sincerely  desirous  to  avoid  the  shedding  of  Mexi- 
can blood,  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  civil  war,  we 
have  resolved  to  accord  the  following  articles  to  the 
said  fort. 

1st.  The  garrison  of  Tampico  shall  lay  down  their 
arms  within  the  precincts  of  said  fort,  which  will  be 
occupied,  in  all  to-morrow,  by  the  division  of  gen. 
D.  Mariano  Aristo. 

2d.  All  the  individual  residents  of  Tampico,  who 
will  comply  with  this  capitulation,  shall  be  gua- 
ranteed their  lives — -their  property,  employment 
and  pursuits  allowed  by  the  supreme  government, 
excepting  those  accused  of  other  than  political 
crimes. 

3d.  The  prisoners  who  may  be  with  the  forces 
which  operate  against  Tampico,  under  the  command 
of  general  D.  Mariana  Arista,  are  not  included  in 
the  clauses  of  this  capitulation. 

4th.  The  chiefs,  officers  and  troops,  active  and 
permanent,  which  are  in  Tampico,  may  continue 
in  the  service  or  leave  it,  as  they  may  see  fit.  The 
civilians  and  militia  shall  retire  to  their  homes  with 
the  aforesaid  assurance. 

5th.  The  chief  officers  and  national  or  civic 
troops  which  may  be  found  in  the  hospitals,  shall 
be  assisted  by  the  means  of  the  supreme  govern- 
ment till  their  re-establishment — such  aid  being 
considered  necessary  to  enable  them  to  return  to 
their  homes. 

6th.  If  general  Urrea  will  embrace  this  capitula- 
tion, it  will  be  on  the  condition  that  he  will  not  re- 
main at  any  point  occupied  by  the  federal  forces, 
and  to  inform  as  to  his  locality. 

Ad.  art.  The  chief  officers  and  troops  which 
may  be  without  Tampico  after  the  ratification  of 
this  document,  can  still  embrace  its  favors,  pro- 
vided that  they  report  themselves  to  the  authori- 
ties of  the  supreme  government  at  the  place  near- 
est them. 

Jose  Bernado  Huerta,  Manuel  Maria  Iturria, 

Jose  Maria  Fernandez,  Jose  Maria  Castanares, 

Lie.  Miguel  Lazo. 

I approve  of  this  convention. 

Ignacio  Escalado. 


I ratify  the  present  convention,  remarking,  that 
the  additional  article  relates  solely  to  the  forces  of 
the  garrison  of  Tampico.  Mariano  Aristo. 

Consulate  of  the  U.  S.  of  America, 
Tampico,  June  6,  1839. 
James  W.  Breedlove,  esq.  collector  of  the 
customs  of  New  Orleans. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the 
federal  party  capitulated  to  the  government  troops, 
under  command  of  general  Arista,  on  the  4th  inst, 
and  that  the  forces  of  Arista  entered  the  town  under 
the  articles  of  capitulation  on  the  5th  inst.  at  two 
o’clock,  P.  M. 

All  goods  that  are  sent  to  the  port  will  of  course 
be  accompanied  by  the  necessary  documents  in 
the  strictest  form,  and  in  complete  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  the  tariff,  in  which  case  no  diffi- 
culty will  be  experienced  in  their  introduction. — 
The  Mexican  consul  in  your  port,  will  of  course 
give  his  clearances  for  this  port  in  the  present  state 
of  affairs. 

We  have  had  no  disturbance  at  the  time  of  entry 
of  the  troops,  and  things  have  gone  on  more  quiet- 
ly than  we  could  have  expected.  Your  obedient 
servant,  Jno.  G.  McCall. 

Advices  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  3d,  were  received 
at  New  Orleans  on  the  11th  instant.  The  accounts 
were  received  via  Galveston,  having  been  brought 
to  that  place  by  the  brig  Empressario. 

Col.  Bee,  the  Texian  envoy,  left  Vera  Cruz  on 
the  29th  ultimo.  It  is  stated  in  the  New  Orleans 
Bee,  that  notwithstanding  he  was  not  allowed  to 
proceed  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he  still  thinks  that  a 
reconciliation  between  Texas  and  Mexico  will  be 
speedily  effected.  Col.  Bee  was  treated  with  dis- 
tinguished courtesy  by  general  Victoria,  comman- 
dant of  Vera  Cruz. 

Padre  Mouldoon,  who  had  accompanied  col.  Bee 
to  Vera  Cruz,  was  seized  immediately  upon  land- 
ing and  thrust  into  a dungeon.  This  act  of  atro- 
cious violence  was  doubtless  an  ebulition  of  Mexi- 
can rage,  because  the  Padra  had  been  appointed 
bishop  of  Texas,  as  a grateful  testimonial  of  his 
humane  interposition  in  behall  of  that  republic  dur- 
ing the  hostilities  with  Mexico.  “Santa  Ana,” 
says  the  Galveston  Gazette,  “is  watched  with  too 
much  jealousy  to  allow  him  to  be  of  service  to 
Texas,  were  he  so  disposed.” 

The  federal  prisoners  taken  under  Mexia,  are 
many  of  them,  employed  in  working  the  streets  of 
Vera  Cruz,  and  are  said  to  be  treated  with  great 
cruelty. 

There  is  not,  it  is  stated,  a single  vessel  of  the 
Mexican  navy  left. 

The  rumor  of  another  invasion  of  Texas  is  not 
supported  by  any  of  the  circumstances  now  existing 
in  Mexico. 

The  New  Orleans  slips  of  the  13th,  contain  in- 
telligence from  Mexico  by  the  schooner  Emblem 
from  Matamoras,  on  the  6th  instant.  The  captain 
states  that  a party  of  5()0  Camanche  Indians  had 
made  an  attack  on  the  Mexicans  residing  north  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  killed  20  to  30,  plundering  them 
and  carrying  off  what  they  chose.  Also  that  gen. 
Lamas  had  taken  the  city  of  Durango  and  town  of 
Zatiilo,  and  was  marching  on  Zataeas  about  200 
miles  distant  from  Zatiilo.  Matamoras  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  centralists  with  a force  of  1,000  men; 
but  there  was  a probability  of  its  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  federalists.  In  some  of  the  slips  this 
news  is  said  to  be  no  news  at  all,  inasmuch  as  dates 
several  days  later  had  already  been  received  from 
the  city  of  Mexico,  and  these  disturbances  and  the 
success  of  gen.  Lamas  were  not  mentioned.  It 
seems  to  be  almost  utterly  impossible  to  obtain  any 
correct  information  from  Mexico,  accounts  always 
being  tinctured  with  the  feelings  of  the  party  which 
brings  them.  The  Bulletin  publishes  a letter  from 
an  officer  in  high  standing  in  the  government  army, 
dated  at  Matamoras,  on  the  1st  inst.  from  which  the 
following  is  an  extract: 

“The  Tampico  affair  will  soon  be  closed,  not- 
withstanding the  steamboat.  General  Bustamente 
came  near  us,  and  an  interview  took  place  at  Sau 
Fernando.  It  is  said  that  both  generals  marched  on 
Sunday  last,  Bustamente  for  Tampico,  and  Cavali- 
ro  for  Monterey.  Mr. arrived  from  the  lat- 

ter place  in  four  days,  and  states  that  on  his  leav- 
ing Saltilo,  gen.  Lamas  made  an  attack,  and,  ac- 
cording to  report,  had  been  repulsed,  and  his  brother 
and  son  taken  prisoners.  We  have  no  official  ac- 
count, and  cannot  vouch  for  any  thing.  1 will  for- 
ward you  some  papers  as  soon  as  1 can  make  a 
collection.” 

A melancholy  occurrence  took  place  at  Matamo- 
ras on  the  27th  ult.  Mr.  Eugene  D’Anfossy,  the 
French  vice  consul,  together  with  fourteen  other 
individuals,  were  drowned  by  the  upsetting  of  a 
boat  in  which  they  were  crossing  the  Brasos  river. 
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The  consul  was  engaged  in  attending  to  the  rescue 
of  property  on  board  the  schooner  Albert  which 
had  been  wrecked.  He  was  very  much  respected 
by  the  merchants  of  Matamoras;  they  generally 
closed  their  places  of  business  on  the  receipt  of  the 
melancholy  intelligence  of  his  death. 

The  following  tacts  are  given  in  letters  relative 
to  the  recent  surrender  of  the  federalists  at  Tampi- 
co, an  act  which  has  crushed  the  hopes  of  the  libe- 
ral party  in  that  country.  The  surrender  took  place 
on  the  4th  inst. 

After  the  terras  had  been  ratified  by  the  officers, 
and  made  known  to  the  soldiers  of  the  city,  they 
expressed  the  utmost  indignation,  and  accused  their 
officers  of  cowardice,  and  having  sold  the  blood  ot 
their  families  to  their  enemies,  and  remained  firm 
and  resolute  io  their  posts.  The  officers  then  left 
them,  and  in  this  situation  they  remained  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  in  possession  of  their  arms  and  munitions 
• — threatening  death  to  the  centralists  and  the  plun- 
der of  the  city. 

Much  credit  is  given  in  some  of  the  letters  for 
the  service  rendered  by  commander  Spencer,  of  the 
United  States  ship  Warren.  He  was  indefatigable 
in  his  exertions  to  prevent  the  useless  spilling  of 
blood,  and  bringing  every  thing  to  a peaceable  close. 
It  is  stated  in  one  account  that  many  of  the  federal 
soldiers  seeing  themselves  deserted,  and  as  it  were, 
betrayed  by  their  officers,  immediately  destroyed 
themselves  rather  than  witness  what  they  deemed 
the  total  and  entire  prostration  of  their  country  at 
the  feet  of  a tyrant. 

The  news  of  the  capitulation  of  Tampico,  with- 
out a blow,  will  fall  like  a clap  of  thunder  upon 
the  friends  of  rational  liberty  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  A stand  has  been  taken  in  many  sections, 
but  with  how  much  success,  it  is  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  ascertain.  For  instance,  it  is  stated  that  an 
attack  had  been  made  by  the  government  troops 
upon  Tuspan,  in  which  they  were  eminently  suc- 
cessful. Another  account  states  that  they  were  re- 
pulsed and  driven  off  with  much  loss.  The  cap- 
ture and  prompt  execution  of  Mexia,  seems  to 
have  terrorized  the  officers  in  command  of  the  fe- 
deral troops.  When  Tampico  surrendered,  there 
was  between  800  and  1,000  troops  in  the  garrison, 
while  the  besieging  army  did  not  exceed  five  hun- 
dred men. 

Threatened  blockade  of  Mexico.  The 
New  Orleans  Bulletin  states,  on  the  authority  of  a 
gentleman  recently  from  Houston,  that  in  a few 
weeks  the  Texian  government  will  take  measures 
to  establish  a blockade  along  the  whole  Mexican 
coast.  The  editor  add3: 

“Mexico  is  now  without  a single  vessel  of  war — 
she  therefore  can  oppose  no  resistance  to  the  Texian 
squadron,  which  will  consist  of  three  sloops  of  war, 
and  an  armed  steamer.  With  this  force  an  effectual 
blockade  can  be  maintained  before  three  ports 
at  least,  viz:  Vera  Cruz,  Matamoras  and  Tampico, 
whieh  are  the  great  doors  of  commerce  to  that  coun- 
try. The  general  impression  is,  that  a coercion  of 
this  kind  will  in  all  probability  bring  the  Mexicans 
to  their  senses,  and  to  see  the  expediency,  if  not  the 
absolute  necessity,  of  acknowledging  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  young  republic.  The  argument  when 
used  by  France  was  followed  by  conviction.  The 
Texians  would  do  well  to  try  the  experiment — their 
armancnt  is  sufficiently  powerful,  and  the  present 
opportunity  for  humbling  their  braggadocia  enemies 
should  not  be  let  slip.  It  would  be  the  best  retort 
that  could  be  made  to  their  empty  boast,  of  attempt- 
ing another  invasion  of  Texas.” 

Maryland  politics.  The  honorable  James  A. 
Pearce  was  unanimously  nominated  by  the  whig 
convention,  which  assembled  at  Centreville  on  the 
13th  inst.  as  a candidate  for  re-election  for  the  2d 
congressional  district.  After  which  John  Leeds  Kerr, 
esq.  was  unanimously  nominated  as  a representa- 
tive from  the  same  district  to  the  national  whig 
convention,  to  be  held  at  Harrisburg  in  December 
next,  to  nominate  candidates  for  the  presidency  and 
vice  presidency  of  the  United  States. 

The  convention  of  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion, which  assembled  at  Harford,  on  Saturday  last, 
nominated  the  hon.  John  T.  II.  Worthington  for  re- 
election,  the  vote  being  64  for  Mr.  Worthington  and 
34  for  James  W.  Williams. 

Mr.  Forsyth.  The  Portland  (Maine)  Argus 
of  June  18th  has  the  following  article  in  reference 
to  the  hon.  John  Forsyth,  now  on  a visit  of  official 
duty  to  that  section  of  the  country: 

“We  learn  that  this  gentleman  has  declined  an 
invitation  extended  to  him  yesterday  by  a number  of 
the  friends  of  the  administration  in  this  city,  who 
wished  to  manifest  their  respect  for  his  high  talents, 
sterling  patriotism,  and  distinguished  services,  by 
meeting  him  during  his  stay  among  us,  at  a public 


dinner.  While  he  assured  the  committee,  that  he 
did  not  fail  highly  to  appreciate  the  honor  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  request,  he  should  be  prevented, 
he  said,  from  complying  with  it,  as  well  by  the 
short  term  to  which  he  was  obliged  to  confine  his 
visit  in  Portland,  as  by  the  general  course  which, 
in  common  with  other  members  of  the  cabinet,  he 
had  marked  out  for  himselfin  relation  to  invitations 
of  a similar  character.” 

The  president  at  Harrisburg.  The  pre- 
sident arrived  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.  on  Saturday  after- 
noon. The  committee  of  arrangements  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  4th  of  July,  at  that  place,  received 
from  him  the  following  letter: 

Washington,  June  nth,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  j'our 
invitation  to  unite  with  the  democratic  citizens  of 
Dauphin  and  the  neighboring  counties,  in  the  cele- 
bration of  the  approaching  anniversary  of  Ameri- 
can independence. 

I hope  to  pass  through  Harrisburg  on  my  way  to 
New  York,  and  will  be  happy  to  see  my  friends, 
and  thank  them  in  person  lor  this  renewed  evidence 
of  their  respect,  but  regret  that  arrangements  pre- 
viously made,  will  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  be 
with  them  on  the  4th  of  July. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  my  acknowledgments  for 
the  kind  terms  in  which  your  invitation  was  com- 
municated, and  believe  me,  respectfully,  your  friend 
and  obedient  servant,  M.  Van  Buren. 

Reception  of  the  president  at  new  York. 
— The  following  resolutions  were  introduced  in  the 
board  of  aldermen,  last  night,  by  alderman  Tal- 
mage. 

Whereas,  the  president  of  the  United  States  in- 
tends shortly  to  visit  his  native  state  lor  the  first 
time  since  his  elevation  to  the  exalted  station  he 
now  occupies. 

Therefore,  resolved.  That  the  common  council  of 
the  city  of  New  York  hereby  tender  to  him  the  hos- 
pitalities of  the  city,  and  that  a committee  of  five 
members  from  each  board  be  appointed  to  make 
suitable  arrangements  for  his  reception. 

That  the  sum  of  $2,000  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by appropriated  to  carry  the  foregoing  resolutions 
into  effect. 

Alderman  Purdy  believed  that  half  of  that  sum 
was  sufficient  properly  to  receive  the  president,  and 
as  a democratic  president  should  be  received,  and 
he  moved  an  amendment  to  that  effect,  which  wa3 
however,  voted  down. 

The  two  resolutions  were  then  passed  by  party 
votes,  and  the  ayes  and  noes  being  ordered  on  the 
appropriation,  they  stood — Ayes  9;  Noes  6. 

■ The  president  of  the  board  then  appointed  the 
following  committee  to  carry  these  resolutions  into 
effect. 

Messrs.  Talmage,  Chamberlain,  Pbcenix,  Purdy, 
Woodhull.  [IV.  York  Express. 

From  the  Evening  Post. 

It  having  been  understood  that  the  president  of 
the  United  States  intended  to  visit  his  native  state 
this  summer,  our  general  committee  have  been 
making  arrangements  for  his  reception.  In  answei 
to  a communication  in  behalf  of  that  committee,  the 
following  letter  has  been  received  from  him: 

(copy) 

Washington,  June  14,  1839. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received  your  letter,  in  which, 
on  behalf  of  the  democratic  general  committee,  you 
ask  to  be  informed  of  the  probable  period  of  my  ar- 
rival at  New  York,  with  a view  to  a public  expres- 
sion of  regard  for  myself  and  approbation  of  my 
official  conduct. 

Intending  to  travel  by  private  conveyance,  I can- 
not with  certainty  name  the  day  on  which  I shall 
reach  there,  but  I hope  to  do  so  by  the  first  of  July. 
The  interchange  of  personal  civilities  with  my  fel- 
low citizens  in  the  course  of  my  journey,  will  af- 
ford me  the  most  lively  gratification,  and  the  only 
sentiment  in  regard  to  it  that  I desire  to  express  is 
the  hope  that  it  may  be  attended  with  the  least  for- 
mality that  is  consistent  with  entire  respect  to  the 
wishes  of  my  friends. 

As  your  letter  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  com- 
mittee design  to  invite  me  to  a public  dinner,  and 
as  I have  been  apprized  that  similar  kindness  is 
contemplated  in  other  places,  I trust  I shall  be  par- 
doned if  I express  in  advance  of  more  formal  offers, 
the  obligation  I shall  feel  myself  under,  to  decline 
such  compliments. 

I am  not  insensible  of  the  apparent  indelicacy  of 
thus  anticipating  the  intentions  of  my  friends;  but 
I feel  that  in  so  doing,  I may  safely  throw  myself 
upon  their  indulgence.  I need  not  assure  them 
that  I can  never  be  unmindful  of  any  manifestation 
of  their  regard  or  confidence. 


Do  me  the  favor  to  make  these  sentiments  known 
to  the  committee,  and  to  accept  for  yourself  my 
thanks  for  the  obliging  manner  in  which  you  have 
conveyed  their  request. 

I am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  friend  and  obe- 
dient servant,  M.  Van  Buren. 

The  vice-president.  The  following  letter 
has  been  written  by  colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
the  vice-president,  to  a friend  in  Kentucky.  Al- 
though the  colonel  professes  deference  to  the  will 
of  his  party,  a close  reading  of  the  letter  must  as- 
sure every  one  that  he  will  not  quietly  submit  to 
be  thrust  aside.  Why  should  he?  Has  he  not  dis- 
charged his  duties  as  vice-president,  quite  as  well, 
to  say  the  least,  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  acquitted 
himself  of  his  official  obligations? 

White  Sulpher,  Scott  county,  Kentucky  June  8, 1839. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received  your  favor  in  which 
you  have  requested  to  know  whether  I had  ex- 
pressed a wish  to  decline  being  a candidate  for  the 
office  I now  fill,  and  if  not,  whether  I was  willing 
to  serve  a second  term  if  elected;  at  the  same  time 
giving  it  as  your  opinion  that  it  was  due  to  myself, 
and  particularly  to  my  friends,  that  I should  no 
longer  remain  silent,  as  some  diversity  of  opinion 
existed  as  to  my  wishes  and  feelings  in  relation  to 
the  second  canvass  for  the  vice-presidency. 

I have  avoided  the  subjectof  your  letter  as  much 
as  I well  could,  and  was  in  hopes  that  it  would  not 
have  been  considered  necessary  that  I should  take 
a different  course.  But  letters  which  I have  re- 
ceived from  other  friends,  on  the  same  subject  as 
yours,  have  induced  me  to  answer  your  favor. 

I have  never  authorised  the  declaration  that  I 
was  unwilling  to  be  the  democratic  candidate  for  a 
second  term,  if  my  fellow  citizens  desired  it.  I 
have  no  reasons  which  did  not  exist  at  my  first  no- 
mination, wffiy  1 should  refuse  the  same  station  if 
re-elected.  I wish  it,  however,  distinctly  under- 
stood that  I have  always  declared  to  all  with  whom 
1 have  conversed  on  this  head,  that  I was  not  only 
willing,  but  would  most  cheerfully  retire,  if  it 
should  be  ascertained  that  it  was  the  wish  of  those 
who  elected  me,  that  another  person  should  be  se- 
lected to  fill  the  place. 

In  my  opinion,  the  office  of  vice-president  is  one 
that  should  not  be  sought,  and  I do  not  think  I have 
any  right  to  be  consulted,  or  should  have  any  cause 
of  complaint,  if  another  should  be  chosen.  I had 
served  my  fellow  citizens  of  ray  native  state  (Ken- 
tucky) for  thirty  years  as  a member  of  congress  in 
one  branch  or  the  other,  and  I had  retired  from  the 
arduous  duties  of  public  life.  In  this  retirement  I 
was  called  by  the  voice  of  the  people  to  my  pre- 
sent station.  It  was  conferred  as  a testimony  of  ap- 
probation of  my  public  services,  and  as  a mark  of 
their  highest  confidence  in  my  fidelity  and  political 
principles — so  I considered  when  I accepted  the 
office. 

Many  distinguished  individuals  have  been  named 
as  my  successor.  If  it  should  appear  that  it  is  the 
wish  of  the  political  friends  with  whom  I have  al- 
ways acted  that  any  one  of  them  should  be  elected 
as  the  candidate,  I shall  manifest  as  much  cheerful- 
ness in  retiring  from  the  service  of  the  people  as  I 
have  to  serve  then  when  they  have  requested  it. 

With  these  sentiments  I shall  leave  this  subject 
in  the  hands  of  the  people,  from  whom  all  my 
honors  have  come.  Most  respectfully, 

R.  M.  Johnson. 

Governor  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  and  the 
presidency.  The  “Richmond  Whig”  in  reply  to 
some  statements  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  rela- 
tive to  Mr.  Tyler’s  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the 
whigs,  says:  We  have  seen  a letter  of  his  to  a friend, 
in  reply  to  one  w'ritten  to  him  upon  the  subject, 
from  which  we  take  the  privilege  of  making  the 
subjoined  extract.  It  is  flat-footed  and  up-to-the- 
hub,  and  will  satisfy  the  public  of  the  degree  of 
confidence  to  be  reposed  in  the  insinuations  and 
statements  of  the  Enquirer: 

“You  have  done  me  no  more  than  naked  justice 
in  contradicting  the  report  to  which  you  allude, 
and  which  you  state  to  have  originated  with  Mr. 

. I never  have  declared  a preference  for 

Mr.  Van  Buren  over  Mr.  Clay,  but  decidedly  the 
reverse.  1 regard  Mr.  Clay  with  decided  favor, 
and  believe  that  he  would,  if  elected  to  the  presi- 
dency, give  to  the  country  a wise,  temperate  and 
patriotic  administration.  He  had  been,  from  time 
to  time,  the  subject  of  the  grossest  and  most  de- 
famatory assaults;  but  no  man  has  gone  more  openly 
to  work  to  vindicate  his  character  than  myself. — 
What  may  be  the  course  of  the  Harrisburg  conven- 
tion, which  is  to  assemble  next  December,  for  the 
purpose  of  nominating  a president  and  vice-presi- 
dent, I cannot  tell;  and  all  that  a whig  should  do 
now,  should  be  to  express  his  preference  for  men, 
without  committing  himself  so  far  as  to  be  arrayed 
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against  others  who  may  obtain  the  nomination. — 
And  while  I have  a decided  preference  for  Mr. 
Clay  over  others  who  have  been  named,  I reserve 
to  myself,  as  every  freeman  should  do,  the  right  of 
deciding,  in  full  view  of  all  the  facts,  after  the 
nomination  shall  have  been  made.” 

Massachusetts  strength  of  parties.  We 
have  placed  on  our  first  page  an  official  statement 
of  the  votes  given  at  the  last  election  for  members 
of  congress  in  this  state.  It  exhibits  the  real 
strength  of  parties,  and  is  useful  as  a table  of  re- 
ference hereafter.  Subjoined  is  a recapitulation  of 
the  votes  in  each  district. 


District  No.  1,  (Boston) 

Whig. 

5,206 

Mm. 

2,952 

No.  2,  (Saltonslall’s) 

4,370 

3,210 

2,952 

No.  3,  (Cushing’s) 

4,762 

No.  4,  (Parmenter’s) 
No.  5,  (Lincoln’s) 

4,689 

5,228 

5,048 

2,657 

No.  6,  (Alvord’s) 

4,995 

2,017 

No.  7,  (Briggs’) 

4,328 

3,617 

No.  8,  (Calhoun’s) 

4,363 

2.982 

No.  9,  (Hastings’) 

4,049 

3,090 

No.  10,  (Williams’) 
No.  11,  (Reed’s) 

3,064 

3,306 

3,519 

2,703 

No.  12,  (Adams’) 

4,100 

2,822 

52,493 

Whig  majority,  14,957.  The  majority 

37,536 
for  M 

Adams  is  considerably  larger  than  the  actual  whig 
majority  in  that  district.  Deducting  a thousand  for 
the  excess,  it  will  leave  the  real  whig  majority  in 
the  state  at  about  fourteen  thousand. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  gov  Everett’s  vote 
has  been  increased  at  every  election  for  the  last 
three  years.  In  1836,  he  received  42,297 — in  1S37, 
50,965— and  in  1S38,  51,558. 

We  subjoin  the  following  statement  of  the  vote  i 
for  governor  in  1838  and  1836.  We  select  these 
two  years  because  they  exhibit  more  nearly  the 
state  of  parties,  unprecedented  efforts  having  been 
made  by  the  administration  to  carry  the  common- 
wealth at  those  periods,  while  in  1837  they  were  so 
disheartened  that  they  made  little  or  no  exertion. 
Their  vote  in  1837  was  about  3,000  less  than  in 
1836. 


1838.  1836. 

Everett.  Morton.  Everett.  Morton. 


Suffolk, 

5,286 

3,095 

4,730 

2,931 

Middlesex, 

7,044 

6,715 

5,240 

6,027 

Essex, 

6,824 

5,092 

6,068 

5,493 

Worcester, 

8,727 

6,020 

7,717 

4,419 

Franklin, 

2,372 

1,891 

2,140 

1,101 

Hampshire, 

3,083 

1,438 

2,598 

1,190 

Norfolk, 

3,519 

3,238 

2,405 

2,693 

Bristol, 

3,097 

3,418 

1,810 

2,796 

Plymouth, 

3,604 

3,302 

2,797 

2,800 

Barnstable, 

1,685 

1,332 

1,224 

1,061 

Nantucket ScDukes,  698 

400 

482 

233 

Hampden, 

2,530 

2,621 

2,322 

2,448 

Berkshire, 

3,089 

3,071 

2,764 

2,838 

51,558 

41,633 

42,297 

36,030 

Increase  of  Everett’s  vote  since  ’36,  9,261 

Increase  of  Morton’s,  5,603 


Net  whig  gain,  3,658 

Everett’s  majority  in  1836,  6,267 
Everett’s  majority  in  1838,  9,925 

Gain,  3,658 

All  the  comfort  that  the  administration  can  de- 
rive from  an  examination  of  these  figures,  they  are 
quite  welcome  to.  They  will  learn  Irom  them  that 
they  did  not  come  so  near  to  revolutionising  the 
state  last  year  as  they  did  two  years  and  a halt  ago, 
by  more  than  thirty-six  hundred  votes.  They  make 
headway  like  the  Irishman,  who  took  one  step  for- 
ward and  two  back.  [villas. 

Transfer  of  the  post  office  from  the  old 
to  the  new  incumbent.  This  morning,  Mr. 
Skinner  sent  his  assistant,  Mr.  Maddox,  to  notify 
Mi.  Vansant,  his  successor,  that  he  was  waiting 
ready  to  transfer  the  office  to  his  hands. 

On  his  entrance,  Mr.  Skinner  pronounced  to  the 
clerks  and  letter  carriers,  some  of  whom  have  been 
his  associates  in  service  for  many  years,  the  follow- 
ing valedictory;  and  taking  leave  of  each  individual 
retired  from  the  office,  carrying  with  him  the  bene- 
dictions of  all  who  remained  in  it. 

“ Gentlemen : You  already  know  that  it  has 
pleased  the  president  to  supercede  me  in  this  office, 
and  I enter  this  morning,  only  to  introduce  you  to 
my  successor,  Mr.  Vansant. 

His  finding  you  here  is  the  best  assurance  I can 
give  of  my  esteem  for  you  all,  of  my  implicit  con- 
fidence in  your  qualifications,  and,  which  is  above 
all,  in  your  integrity. 


With  all  my  heart  I commend  you  .to  him  as 
men  of  diligence  and  honor.  I here  bear  solemn 
witness  you  have  ever  been  courteous,  obliging  and 
faithful  to  the  public  and  to  the  department,  and 
that,  according  to  my  opinion  is  all  that  it  would 
have  been  becoming  or  proper  in  me  to  have  re- 
quired. As  long  as  it  may  be  your  destiny  to  re- 
main in  this  service,  I doubt  not  my  friends  that 
you  will  so  conduct  yourselves  as  to  retain  the  good 
will  you  enjoy  with  the  Baltimore  community,  and 
to  deserve  the  confidence  arid  regard  of  my  suc- 
cessor as  you  have  ever  done  mine.  There  are  few 
employments  in  life  where  the  duties  are  more  ar- 
duous or  more  responsible  than  yours.  Sincerely 
do  I wish  that  your  reward  W’ere  more  ample  and 
less  precarious,  to  the  end  that  you  may  not  at  last 
leave  the  public  service,  poorer  than  when  you 
came  into  it — as  too  many  do, — some  in  one  way, 
some  in  another,  some  by  expulsion. 

To  you  Mr.  Vansant,  I transfer  with  the  office 
my  best  wishes  for  its  successful  administration — 
any  other  sentiment  would  be  unbecoming  in  itself, 
and  especially  ungrateful  in  me — remembering  as  I 
am  bound  ever  to  do,  the  indulgence  and  partiality 
of  those  who  have  the  deepest  interest  in  its  correct 
management.  Gentlemen,  I bid  you  one  and  all  an 
affectionate  farewell.”  [Balt.  Chron. 

Charleston.  We  regret  to  see,  by  an  official 
communication  from  the  mayor  of  Charleston,  un- 
der date  of  18th  instant,  that  several  cases  of  yellow 
fever  have  occurred  among  the  crews  of  eastern 
vessels  lying  in  that  harbor.  The  following  extracts 
from  the  document  mentioned  embrace  a statement 
of  the  particulars: 

By  the  invitation  of  Dr.  Strobel,  physician  of  the 
hospital,  I attended  at  that  institution  this  morning, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  said  cases,  and  had  the  pleasure 
of  finding  Drs.  Howard  and  Mackey  also  in  attend- 
ance for  the  same  object.  Dr.  Strobel  stated  that  the 
cases  alluded  to  had  occurred  on  board  the  ships  Leo- 
nore  and  Chatham,  from  Boston,  and  Elizabeth  Bruce, 
from  New  York,  all  of  which  vessels  are  now  lying 
in  the  stream.  The  Leonore  arrived  on  the  8th  in- 
stant, after  a passage  of  ten  days  from  Boston,  and 
has  consequently  been  in  this  port  eleven  days 
Three  men  were  brought  from  her  to  the  hospital, 
viz:  George  Thorn,  George  R.  Rider  and  L.  Schmidtz, 
all  of  whom  were  taken  ill  on  Sunday  morning  last, 
the  16th  instant.  Rider  and  Thorn  were  admitted 
into  the  hospital  at  11  o’clock  on  that  day.  Rider 
was  taken  with  black  vomit  in  an  hour  after  his  ad- 
mission, and  died  in  about  twenty-four  hours  after- 
wards. L.  Schmidtz  was  received  into  the  hospital 
this  morning.  E.  Agary  was  brought  in  from  the 
ship  Chatham,  on  the  17th  instant,  but  this  patient 
having  been  constantly  delirious,  and  incapable  of 
answering  interrogatories,  the  physician  was  unable 
to  ascertain  the  facts  relating  to  his  case,  or  to  give 
any  definite  information  concerning  him.  F.  Dorft, 
from  the  ship  Elizabeth  Bruce,  was  received  into  the 
hospital  this  morning.  That  vessel  left  New  York 
on  the  30th  May  last,  and  has  been  in  our  harbor 
about  eleven  days.  Having  received  the  foregoing 
information  from  Dr.  Strobel,  I requested  the  medi- 
cal gentlemen  present  to  examine  all  the  cases,  and 
to  furnish  me  with  their  opinions  concerning  them. 

They  proceeded,  accordingly,  to  an  examination 
of  them,  and,  after  having  investigated  the  condition 
of  each  and  every  of  the  patients,  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions  concerning  them.  The  case  of 
Rider  was  regarded  as  exhibiting  the  most  decisive 
indications  of  yellow  fever.  They  were  also  of 
opinion  that  the  case  of  Agary  is  strongly  and  une- 
quivocally marked  by  all  the  symptoms  of  the  same 
disease.  With  respect  to  the  other  cases,  they  con- 
sidered them  as  less  violent  in  their  character,  but 
still  partaking  the  nature  and  exhibiting  the  livery 
of  the  same  malady. 

It  appears  that  the  vessels  referred  to  were  subse- 
quently examined  by  the  health  officer,  and  found  to 
be  in  so  cleanly  a condition  that  they  were  not  qua- 
rantined. It  also  appears  that  when  they  first  ar- 
rived at  Charleston,  the  several  crews  were  all  in 
good  health. 

New  Orleans.  One  of  the  New  Orleans  pa- 
pers announces  that  the  yellow  fever  has  made  its 
appearance  in  that  city7 — five  cases  having  occurred 
— but  the  correctness  of  the  statement  is  questioned 
by  some  of  the  other  journals.  The  weather  had 
been  very  warm  during  the  week  ending  on  the  17th, 
and  the  transient  population  was  leaving  in  crowds, 
all  the  departing  steamboats  being  filled  with  pas- 
sengers. 

The  Advertiser  of  the  18th  says: 

There  are  at  present  in  the  harbor  fifty-six  ships, 
ten  barques,  eighteen  brigs  and  thirty-seven  schoon- 
ers; making  a total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one; 
at  this  time  last  year  the  number  amounted  to  one 


hundred  and  fifty-four — making  a difference  of  thir- 
ty-one vessels.  Freights  too,  are  said  tube  remarka- 
bly dull;  both  European  and  coastwise.  So  that, 
should  many  of  them  leave  in  ballast,  it  would  cause 
no  little  surprise. 

Great  fire  in  New  Orleans.  The  express 
mail  of  yesterday  morning  brings  slips  from  New 
Orleans  of  the  12th  instant.  A great  fire  occurred 
in  that  city  on  the  evening  of  the  11th  instant.  The 
Bee  says  that  about  four  o’clock  the  fire  broke  out 
in  a “cotton  pickery,”  near  the  corner  of  St.  Peter 
and  Perdiddo ’streets,  which  communicated  rapidly 
to  the  adjacent  buildings,  reduced  the  whole  square 
embraced  between  St.  Peter,  Perdiddo,  Gravierand 
St.  Paul  streets  to  ashes.  The  engine  companies 
arrived  upon  the  ground  in  good  season,  and  not- 
withstanding the  excessive  heat,  the  members  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  their  noble  efforts  to  sup- 
press the  flames.  Some  of  them  labored  until  they 
were  so  exhausted  by  the  rays  of  the  sun  and  the 
blazing  buildings,  that  they  had  to  be  taken  from 
the  ground.  Owing  to  the  fact,  that  there  are  no 
fire  plugs  in  that  part  of  the  city,  the  utmost  efforts 
of  the  firemen  could  not  arrest  its  progress  until  the 

whole  square  was  completely  wrapt  in  flames 

The  water  had  to  be  let  into  the  gutters  from  plugs 
at  a distance  from  the  scene  of  devastation,  and 
thence  conveyed  to  some  of  the  engines.  About 
twenty-five  buildings  were  consumed,  mostly  one 
story  frame  houses,  and  many  families  thrown  upon 
the  kind  offices  of  friends  and  neighbors,  and  the 
charity  of  the  citizens.  Two  children  are  said  to 
be  burnt  to  death. 

Maine.  There  has  been  quite  a serious  mob  in 
Camden,  Maine, — so  serious  that  the  Saco  (Me.) 
Democrat,  (printed  in  the  town  w’here  governor 
Fairfield  resides),  informs  us  that  the  governor  has 
had  a request  from  citizens  of  Thomaston  and  Cam- 
den to  call  out  the  militia  to  quell  an  insurrection 
at  Camden,  and  to  aid  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
militia  law.  It  seems  that  for  several  years  the 
companies  there  have  been  enabled,  in  someway 
or  other,  to  avoid  military  duty  altogether.  Under 
the  law  of  1837,  an  officer  from  another  company 
was  detailed  to  call  them  out  and  drill  them.  Not 
appearing  according  to  order,  suits  were  commenc- 
ed on  the  last  of  the  forty  days,  an  officer  by  the 
name  of  Hewitt,  sent  to  serve  them.  A large  num- 
ber of  persons,  however,  assembled  at  Camden — 
got  out  a swivel,  a six  pounder,  and  armed,  with 
small  arms,  not  only  resisted  the  officer  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  duties,  but  took  his  writs  from  him, 
tore  them  up,  and  bestowed  much  personal  abuse 
and  injury  upon  him  pelting  him  with  stones,  eggs, 
&c.  They  threaten  to  resist  every  attempt  by 
whomsoever  made,  to  sustain  the  execution  of  the 
militia  law — and  say  that  they  have  a large  number 
combined  in  Camden  and  the  adjoining  towns  lor 
this  purpose. 

The  editor  of  the  Democrat  further  says:  “We 
understand  that  the  adjutant  general  has  been  sent 
to  Camden  to  communicate  with  the  leaders  of  the 
mob,  and  by  proper  representations  of  their  folly 
and  the  utter  impossibility  of  success  in  their  at- 
tempt to  set  the  laws  at  defiance,  to  induce  them 
quietly  to  submit.  If  this  succeeds,  as  we  trust  it 
will,  all  will  be  well.  If  they  still  determine  to 
obstruct  the  officer  in  the  execution  of  his  duties, 
the  proper  authorities  will  not  hesitate  to  order  out 
a sufficient  force  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the 
law.” 

Pennsylvania.  The  extra  session  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania legislature  was  brought  to  a close  on 
Tuesday  evening,  when  it  adjourned  after  a session 
of  fifty  days.  The  improvement  bill  or  rather  an 
engraftment  of  that  kind,  upon  the  repair  bill, 
which  had  passed  some  days  since,  was  passed  on 
the  last  day  of  the  session.  It  appropriates  in  all 
about  four  millions  of  dollars  to  the  several  lines  of 
improvement  already  commenced,  of  which,  about 
$ 400,001 ) is  for  repairs.  The  election  bill  also 
passed — it  being  pushed  through  near  the  close  of 
the  session.  The  amendment  of  the  senate  provid- 
ing for  the  election  of  canal  commissioners  by  the 
people,  instead  of  being  appointed  by  the  governor, 
failed  in  the  house.  Though  decidedly  a democra- 
tic measure,  it  was  altogether  unacceptable  to  the 
administration  majority  ot  the  “popular  branch”  of 
the  legislature,  and  was  lost.  Just  before  the  ad- 
journment Mr.  Pearson’s  resolution,  censuring  the 
governor,  “for  his  message  relative  to  the  loan  to 
pay  the  Gettysburg  rail  road  contractors,”  came  up 
in  the  senate,  and  was  adopted  by  a vote  of  15  to  9. 
When  the  vote  was  taken,  Mr.  Myers,  (of  Dela- 
ware) gave  notice  that  he  would  have  the  resolution 
expunged  at  the  next  session.  “ Nous  verrons.” 
[Balt.  Chronicle. 
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Honors  declined.  Mr.  Stevens  declined  the 
honor  of  an  escort  to  Harrisburg,  which  was  pub- 
licly tendered  him  by  the  citizens  of  Adams  county, 
justly  concluding,  vve  suppose,  that  there  was  no 
honor  in  such  a demonstration,  when  an  escort 
could  be  got  up  lor  poor  Miller,  and  a dinner  for 
that  hot  spur  of  loco  focoism,  Mr.  Parsons.  In  his 
letter,  Mr.  S.  talks  in  the  following  eloquent  and 
forcible  strain; 

“But  I beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  that  this 
is  not  a fit  time  to  indulge  in  any  parade,  which 
may  be  construed  into  a triumphal  procession. — 
Although  we  have  repelled  the  assaults  of  tyrants 
here,  yet  we  can  have  no  assurance  that  the  com- 
monwealth is  safe  until  the  same  thing  shall  be 
done  throughout  the  state.  Let  us  therefore  view 
this  partial  redemption  with  melancholy  joy,  rather 
than  with  lively  exultation.  Victories,  even  over 
rebles  in  civil  wars,  should  be  treated  with  solemn 
thanksgivings,  rather  than  with  songs  of  mirth.” 

Maryland.  The  following  statement  of  the  loans 
negotiated  by  the  state  of  Maryland,  is  from  the  Balti- 
more Post,  for  which  paper  it  was  prepared  by  a cor- 
respondent. 

On  the  1st  January,  1839,  the  stock  debt  of  this  state 
amounted  to  $5,495^34  39,  viz: 


6 per  cents, 

Per  act  1834,  ch.  241,  $3,000,000  00 


1835,  ch.  350,  30,000  00 


i! 


1836,  ch.  300, 


20,000  00 

$3,050,000  00 


f Redeemable 
at  pleasure  of 
state  in  1S77 — 
int.  quarterly. 
Redeem,  after 
Mar.  1857,  int. 
semi-annually. 

S Redeem,  after 
April  1857,  do. 


5 per  cents, 
Per  act  1821,  ch. 


88,  S30,000  00 


1821,  ch.  150,  27,947  30 


1826,  ch.  229,  30,000  00 


1326,  ch.  252, 


43,000  00 


1827,  ch.  104,  256,189  00 


1827,  ch.  105,  262,500  00 


1829,  ch.  165, 


10,000  00 


1830,  ch.  46,  350,31 1 00 


1833,  ch.  33,  500,000  00 


1833,  ch.  105,  125,000  00 


1833,  ch.  239,  125,000  00 


1834,  ch.  303, 


20,000  00 


1835,  ch.  1S4.226  ) 
1336,  ch.  34,  $ 


60,337  00 


( Redeemable 
| after  1852,  inte- 
( rest  quarterly. 

S Redeem,  after 
1853,  if  not,  to 
pay  6 pr.  ct.  int. 

S Redeem,  after 
Dec.  31st,  1842, 
int.  quarterly. 

( Redeem,  after 
| 1837,  do.  from 
( tobacco  insp’s. 
( Redeem,  from 
5 1844,  to  1878, 
( int.  quarterly. 

( Redeem,  from 
5 1844,  to  1347, 
( interest  do. 
f Redeem,  on  3 
} months  notice, 
( interest  do. 

( Redeem,  from 
] 1846,  to  1849, 
( interest  do. 

I Redeem,  in 
] 1859,  int.  semi- 
( annually, 
i Redeem,  in 
| 1849,  interest 
( quarterly. 

( Redeemable 
j in  1849,  inter- 
t est  semi-an’ly. 
f Redeemable 
< in  1835,  inter- 
( est  quarterly. 

{Int.  semi-an- 
nually, $20,000 
to  be  paid  from 
auction  duties. 


$1,845,334  39 

4 1-2  per  cents, 

Per  act  1830,  ch.  119,  100,000  00 

3 per  cents, 

Per  act  1837,  ch.  302  , 500,000  00 

6 per  cents,  $3,050,000  00 


Its  increase  during  1833,  from  accumulation  of  inte- 
rest, was  $53,073  52. 

There  are  productive  funds  belonging  to  the  treasu- 
ry, to  the  amount  of  $3,142,813  32 

And  unproductive  funds,  5,731,440  04 

$8,874,253  36 

The  unproductive  funds  are  chiefly  stocks  in  the  in- 
ternal improvement  companies  in  the  state,  which  as 
yet  pay  no  dividends. 

The  several  rail  load  and  canal  companies  are  re- 
quired to  pay  the  interest  on  the  loans  made  for  their 
use,  into  the  treasury,  ten  days  before  the  quarterly 
payments  to  fund  holders. 

The  loans  authorised  by  the  legislature,  and  to  be  ne- 
gotiated are — 

~ f 5 per  cent  sterling 

| bonds,  int.  semi-an- 

Act  1838,  ch.  336  $7,786,667  00 j Pri£ 

I cipal  and  int.  paya- 

Lbl  ’ 


Act  1839,  ch.  396— $1,375,000  00 


ble  in  London, 
do. 

f 5 per  cent  state 
1 bonds;  int.  semi-an- 
Act  1838,  ch.  416 — $1,000,000  00  nually,  redeem,  in 
I 25  yrs.  Principal  & 
[int.  pay.  in  London. 
( 5 per  cents;  interest 
] quarterly,  redeema- 
; ble  after  1890. 


Act  1838,  ch.  395 — $750,000  00 


f In  1846  and 
J 1847,  int.  quar- 
J terly, after  1890, 
[ do. 


5 

4 1-2- 
3 ‘ 


1,845,334  39 
100,009  00 
500,000  00 


$10,911,667  00 

These  loans  are  all  for  the  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provement— and  the  interest  is  to  be  paid  by  the  seve- 
ral companies,  for  whose  benefit  the  ioans  are  made. 

The  present  sinking  fund  alone  is  sufficient  to  pay 
the  whole  debt  in  the  time  limited  for  its  payment. 

Maryland  copper.  The  Frederick  Herald  of 
the  22d  instant,  states  that  a rich  and  very  valuable 
copper  mine  has  recently  been  opened  on  the  land 
of  col.  J.  M.  Coale,  near  Liberty  Town  in  that 
county.  The  mining  operations  which  are  carried 
on  by  himself  and  brother,  were  commenced  in 
April  last,  and  already  several  tons  of  ore  of  the 
finest  and  purest  quality  are  said  to  have  been  ob- 
tained. At  the  depth  of  twenty-two  feet  from  the 
surface  they  have  struck  three  several  veins  of  cop- 
per, one  of  which  is  said  to  be  three  feet  broad,  and 
the  best  judges  are  of  opinion  that  the  body  of  ore 
is  inexhaustible.  On  the  estate  of  col.  Coale,  about 
a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  present  operations,  the 
indications  of  copper  are  also  manifest  and  une- 
quivocal, and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  vein  now  opened  extends  the  whole  distance. 

Illinois.  The  corner  stone  of  a large  Catholic 
chapel  has  recently  been  laid  in  Juliet,  Will  coun- 
ty. The  ceremonies  prescribed  by  the  Catholic 
ritual  on  such  occasions,  were  conducted  by  the 
rev.  Mr.  Plunket,  in  the  presence  of  a large  num- 
ber of  spectators,  both  Protestant  and  Catholic.  The 
building  is  to  be  of  stone. 

Another  Catholic  church  is  in  progress,  at  Prairie 
du  Rocher,  a small  village  in  Randolph  county, 
about  fourteen  miles  northwest  ofKaskaskia.  The 
inhabitants  of  this  hamlet  are  principally  of  French 
origin,  few  in  number,  and  generally  poor — yet  they 
have  sufficient  enterprise  to  contribute  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars  to  build  a new  church  in  place 
of  the  log  building  which  they  now  occupy. 

[St.  Louis  Bulletin. 

The  hon.  R.  M.  Young,  of  Illinois,  and  family 
arrived  in  Washington  on  Wednesday  last,  and  took 
lodgings  at  Gadsby’s.  We  understand  that  he  was 
detained  until  Saturday  evening  by  business,  and 
departed  hence  yesterday  morning  for  Europe,  by 
way  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  for  the  purpose 
of  co-operating  with  gov.  Reynolds  in  negotiating 
the  residue  of  the  four  million  loan,  authorised  by 
the  general  assembly  of  the  state  for  (he  comple- 
tion of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal.  [Globe. 


$5  495,334  39 

The  interest  is  payable  in  Baltimore,  by  the  commis- 
sioner of  loans,  John  S.  Gitdngs,  president  of  the  Che- 
sapeake bank,  in  specie  or  its  equivalent,  as  directed  by 
an  act  of  assembly,  passed  at  December  session,  1837. 

The  legislature  has,  in  the  several  acts  authorising 
loans,  created  sinking  funds  for  their  redemption  as 
wed  as  pledged  the  faith  and  resources  of  the  state. 

The  sinking  fund  was  on  1st  January,  1339 — 
$963,330  15;  invested  principally  in  the  stock  debt  of 
the  state,  viz: 

In  6 per  cents,  $432,000  00 

5 “ 378,172  30 

3 “ 100,000  00 

Special  deposit,  32,407  81 

Bank  stock,  20,800  00 

$963,330  11 


Michigan.  The  New  York  Evening  Post  says: 
“Accounts  received  this  morning  from  Detroit  re- 
present that  the  commissioners,  appointed  by  the 
slate  of  Michigan  to  effect  an  arrangement  with  the 
State  Bank  of  Michigan  to  secure  the  large  amount 
of  public  funds  on  deposite  with  that  institutional 
the  time  of  its  failure,  have  entirely  failed  in  their 
efforts  to  secure  a satisfactory  settlement.  The  go- 
vernor of  Michigan  has,  consequently,  instructed 
the  attorney  general  of  the  state  to  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  procure  an  injunction.  It  is  said  that 
the  consequences  of  this  necessary  proceeding  will 
be  to  render  the  institution  insolvent  for  a very  large 
amount,  and  that  the  bill  holders  will  be  the  princi- 
pal sufferers.  The  amount  due  the  state  is  between 
4 and  500,000  dollars.  We  here  have  another  prac- 
tical illustration  of  the  working  of  the  union  of  bank 
and  state,  in  which  it  is  proved  that  the  connection 
is  alike  prejudicial  to  the  institution,  the  state  which 


created  it  and  took  it  into  partnership,  and  the  com- 
munity at  large.” 

Iowa. — One  of  our  worthy  old  citizens,  who  has 
just  returned  from  a tour  to  this  territory,  informs  us 
that  in  all  his  travels,  at  different  periods,  he  never 
saw  such  a promise  of  an  abundant  harvest.  He 
spoke  to  us  particularly  of  one  field  of  wheat,  which 
he  saw  on  the  prairies,  consisting  of  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  which  was  a perfect  level,  so  that  it  could 
be  taken  into  one  view,  and  was  handsomely  fenced; 
the  stalks  were  then  two  feet  and  a half  high,  and 
the  growth  most  luxuriant.  We  would  go  a day's 
ride  to  see  such  a field  of  wheat  as  that. 

[Cincinnati  Post. 

Doings  in  Mississippi.  On  the  5th  inst.  the 
deputy  sheriff  of  Warren  county,  Miss,  according 
to  the  Vicksburg  Whig,  proceeded  to  Big  Black,  to 
levy  an  execution  on  the  property  of  Wm.  Eolkes. 
Folkes  had  threatened  to  kill  the  sheriff;  or  any  offi- 
cer who  entered  his  premises  to  distrain  his  proper- 
ty, and  some  time  previously  drove  off  a constable. 
The  deputy  sheriff,  Mr.  Stafford,  armed  with  a dou- 
ble barrelled  shot  gun  and  two  pistols,  resolved  to 
execute  the  law,  repaired,  with  two  unarmed  assist- 
ants, to  the  gin  house,  where  Folkes  cotton  was 
stored.  Folkes  heard  of  his  arrival,  and  sent  him 
word  that  he  intended  to  kill  him  as  soon  as  he  load- 
ed his  gun  and  got  his  dinner;  and  in  accordance 
with  his  threat,  he  was  soon  seen  marching  to  (he 
gin  house  with  the  gun  on  his  shoulder.  Stafford 
saw  him  coming,  and  to  avoid  exposing  his  assist- 
ants to  danger  he  marched  out  into  the  field,  and  or- 
dered Folkes,  at  a distance  of  forty  yards,  not  to  ad- 
vance further.  Folkes  immediately  levelled  his  gun 
and  took  aim,  but  his  cap  burst,  while  Stafloid  at 
the  same  instant  lodged  several  buck  shot  in  the  arm 
and  side  of  the  assailant.  Folkes  immediately  com- 
menced applying  another  cap,  in  order  to  take  ano- 
ther fire,  but  when  he  saw  Stafford  take  aim  with 
the  other  barrel,  he  commenced  a retreat.  Stafford 
pursued  and  caught  him,  and  disarmed  him  of  his 
gun,  as  well  as  two  pistols  and  a knife,  which  he 
had  in  his  bosom,  and  after  conquering  the  outlaw, 
he  returned  to  town  with  property  to  satisfy  the 
execution. 

After  conquering  Folkes,  and  convincing  him  that 
the  law  in  Warren  county  “must  have  its  course,” 
Mr.  Stafford  saf  down  with  his  antagonist,  and  while 
his  aids  were  loading  the  wagons  and  gathering  up 
the  goods  and  chattels,  the  two  had  a long  and 
friendly  chat  on  politics  and  matters  and  things  in 
general. 

It  is  believed  by  many  that  Mr.  Folkes  is  de- 
ranged on  some  subjects.  While  he  keeps  his  cre- 
ditors out  of  their  money,  he  has  kept  his  cotton  for 
two  years,  declaring  that  he  wiil  never  sell  it  till  he 
gets  twenty  cents  a pound  for  it.  He  has  some  very 
strange  and  peculiar  notions  on  the  prices  of  cotton, 
and  declares  that  the  merchants  and  sheriffs  are  his 
great  aich  enemies. 

The  Western  reserve.  Joshua  Stow,  esq.  of 
Connecticut,  arrived  in  this  city  this  morning,  on 
his  annual  visit  to  “the  Reserve.”  He  is  one  of  five 
or  six  members  of  the  Connecticut  land  company, 
the  first  proprietors  of  the  Reserve  under  the  state  of 
Connecticut.  This  company  purchased  what  now 
composes  the  counties  of  Ashtabula,  Trumbull, 
Geauga,  Portage,  Cuyahoga,  Medina,  and  Lorain, 
(estimated  at  3,000,009  acres),  of  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut, in  1795.  Early  in  May  1796,  a surveying 
party  set  out  from  Connecticut,  to  survey  the  Re- 
serve. Of  this  party  judge  Stow  was  one.  They 
arrived  at  Connecticut  on  the  4th  day  of  July  1796, 
and  there  made  the  first  celebration  of  the  day  that 
was  held  in  this  part  of  Ohio. 

In  August  1796,  they  reached  this  place,  which 
was  then,  by  them,  named  Cleveland,  in  compliment 
to  Moses  Cleveland,  esq.  one  of  the  party.  Judge 
Stow  says  that  he  shot  at  a panther,  and  he  killed 
numbers  of  wild  turkies  in  the  woods  where  our 
fine  streets  are  now  built.  He  returned  to  Connec- 
ticut in  the  fall,  having  been  absent  more  than  five 
monlhs,  and  not  having  seen  a bed  the  greater  part 
of  the  time. 

Few  men  live  to  note  greater  changes  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  a country  than  those  which  judge  Stow 
has  witnessed  within  forty-three  years;  not  only  in 
the  part  of  Ohio  which  he  explored  when  a wilder- 
ness, but  in  the  entire  region  through  which  he  jour- 
neyed on  his  way  hither,  from  Albany  westward. 

Though  in  his  78th  year,  judge  Stow  is  hale,  vi- 
gorous and  cheerful  as  most  men  at  five  and  fifty, 
and  dwells  with  delight  on  the  changes  which  he 
has  seen  in  the  country.  He  has  made  a rapid  jour- 
ney from  Connecticut,  and  visits  Cuyahoga  Falls 
on  business,  where  he  purposes  to  remain  a few 
days.  [Cleveland,  (O.)  Herald,  of  June  17  th. 
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Western  produce.  From  the  Buffalo  Com- 
mercial Advertiser.  We  have  been  favored  by  Mr. 
Faranham,  canal  collector,  with  the  following  com- 
parative statement  of  the  amount  of  flour  and  wheat 
cleared  at  his  office,  from  the  opening  of  canal  na- 
vigation to  the  14th  of  June  1838  and  1839. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  Michigan,  which  for 
so  many  years  has  been  a consumer,  is  becoming  a 
producer.  The  amount  of  her  surplus  products 
next  year,  we  learn  from  the  best  authority,  will 
be  very  great.  There  is  unquestionably,  in  Michi- 
gan, more  land  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  wheat, 
than  in  any  other  state  in  the  union.  Indiana,  too, 
i3  beginning  to  send  her  agricultural  wealth  this 
way.  The  surplus  products  of  the  northern  portion 
of  that  rich  state,  will,  in  a short  time,  be  immense: 
Amount  of  flour  and  wheat  cleared  from  12th  April 
to  14th  June,  1838. 


No.  bbls.  flour. 

No.  bushels  wheat. 

Ohio, 

88,695 

224,499 

Michigan, 

None. 

None. 

Indiana, 

None. 

None 

Amount  of  flour  and  wheat  cleared  from  20th  April 

to  14th  June, 

1839. 

No. 

bbls.  flour. 

No.  bushels  wheat. 

Ohio, 

84,171 

164,096 

Michigan, 

32,543 

2,068 

53,694 

Indiana, 

58,909 

The  following  recapitulation  presents  at  a glance 

the  balance  in  favor  of  1839. 

1839. 

Flour. 

Wheat. 

Ohio, 

87,481 

164,096 

Michigan,  32,543 

53,693 

Indiana, 

2,068 

58,909 

121,781 

276,699 

1838 — Ohio, 

78,695 

224,499 

Bal.  in  favor  of  1839— 43,087 

52,200 

The  Mormons  have  excited  a good  deal  of  inter- 
est in  Cincinnati,  where  one  of  the  sect  has  been 
giving  a history  of  that  people,  and  of  the  persecu- 
tions to  which  they  have  been  recently  exposed  in 
Missouri.  It  is  stated  in  the  report  given  in  the 
Cincinnati  News  that  they  were  ruthlessly  driven 
from  their  homes,  their  property  destroyed,  the  wo- 
men and  children  forced  into  the  woods,  without 
shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weatherof  Janua- 
ry, where  they  roamed  about  till  their  feet  be- 
came so  sore  that  their  enemies  tracked  them  by 
their  foot-prints  of  blood.  The  Mormons  stated 
that  there  were  instances  where  men  were  mur- 
dered in  cold  blood,  and  boys  who  had  taken 
shelter  from  the  fury  of  the  mob,  were  dragged 
from  their  hiding  places;  and  after  being  cruelly 
maltreated  deliberately  shot.  In  one  case  an  old 
man,  a soldier  of  the  revolution,  was  pursued  by  a 
mob,  but  finding  he  could  not  escape,  turned 
and  supplicated  their  mercy.  The  reply  he  receiv- 
ed was  a shot  from  a rifle,  which  wounded  him  mor- 
tally; he  still  besought  them  to  spare  him,  when  one 
of  the  party  picked  up  a scythe,  or  sickle,  and 
literally  hacked  him  to  pieces  as  he  lay  on  the 
ground. 

Thomas  Morris,  formerly  U.  S.  senator  addressed 
the  meeting. 

“He  said  he  had  been  in  the  vicinity  of  these  trans- 
actions, and  had  taken  some  pains  to  acquaint  him- 
self with  the  facts;  and  from  all  he  could  learn,  the 
Mormons  were  an  industrous  and  harmless  people, 
that  no  specific  charges  had  been  brought  against 
them  by  the  executive  of  Missouri,  but  that  their 
persecution  was  for  no  other  purpose  than  that  their 
religion  gave  offence  to  a mob — lor  causes  which 
may  at  any  time  induce  the  same  persecution  of  any 
religious  sect  in  our  land.  He  said  he  believed  the 
statements  made  to  be  true,  and  that  they  were  cor- 
roborated by  those  who  resided  in  the  vicinity  of 
their  occurrence.” 

The  Evening  Gazette  contains  the  following:  “It 
seems  that  there  are  in  Illinois  scattered  bands  of 
Mormons,  some  of  which  come  in  contact  with  their 
neighbors  and  occasion  much  difficulty.  We  have 
heard  from  the  neighborhood  of  Shelby  county,  that 
about  a week  since  a difference  having  arisen  be- 
tween the  Mormons  and  old  residents,  the  former 
applied  to  the  governor  for  aid.  The  governor  or- 
dered out  several  companies  who  went  to  the  scene 
of  difficulty,  but  discovering  that  they  were  likely  to 
be  over-matched,  returned  without  effecting  their 
object.”  [St.  Louis  Republican. 

Apprentices  in  the  navy.  We  happened  to 
be  near  one  of  the  wharves  a day  or  two  since, 
when  a boat  wa3  seen  in  the  stream  and  attracted 
much  attention.  The  crew  looked  like  sailors  in 
miniature,  as  in  truth  they  proved  to  be,  for  they 
were  the  young  apprentices  from  the  Java,  and  so 
neat  and  tidy  did  they  seem,  that  they  might  readi- 
ly have  been  taken  for  some  youngsters  who  had 


stolen  from  school,  and  equipped  themselves  in  the 
apparel  of  the  sailor. 

It  is  plain  to  see  that  this  system  of  apprentice- 
ship is  about  to  effect  a great  change  in  the  materiel 
of  the  man-of-war — a change  that  will  be  hailed 
as  one  ot  the  most  important  revolutions  of  modern 
times.  If  there  was  ever  a class  of  men  deemed 
incapable  of  amendment,  they  were  those,  who, 
without  pride  of  profession,  and  as  a last  resort, 
shipped  on  board  a man-of-war.  Such  men  seem- 
ed unassailable  by  the  ordinary  means  of  moral  at- 
tack; they  were  given  over  in  despair.  But  there 
is  a means  now  operating  which  will  accomplish 
the  work.  The  regular  education  of  young  men, 
Irom  their  earliest  infancy  to  manhood,  in  all  the 
details  of  seamanship;  in  the  nurture  of  sound  mo- 
rals, and  under  the  guidance  of  intelligent  and  ac- 
complished officers,  will  bring  about  the  change. 
These  youths  will  be  well  skilled  in  their  profes- 
sion— a qualification  that  will  claim  for  them  the 
respect  of  the  oldest  or  most  worthless  sailor. — 
They  will  have  become  acquainted  with  the  offi- 
cers, share  their  confidence,  and  like  them  will  feel 
a professional  pride  as  well  as  a sense  of  self-re- 
spect that  will  lift  them  above  vicious  associations. 
Known  to  the  commanders,  they  will  be  selected 
as  petty  officers,  and  be  deemed  worthy  of  confi- 
dence and  respect.  Each  will  form  a nucleus  among 
those  who  have  not  enjoyed  the  same  advantages, 
and  while  the  tone  of  the  morals  of  the  ship  will 
be  improved,  its  decipline  will  be  also  promoted. 

We  understand  that  in  order  to  attain  a result  so 
important  to  the  discipline  of  the  navy,  and  so  aus- 
picious to  its  moral  and  intellectual  improvement, 
the  secretary  of  the  navy  has  determined  to  re- 
model the  receiving  ships,  and  convert  them  into 
schools  of  practice  for  young  landsmen  and  boys. 
The  system  which  has  heretofore  prevailed  in  these 
ships  had  some  considerations  to  recommend  it, 
but  it  has  been  felt  very  sensibly  that  it  crushed 
the  spirit  of  the  sailor  and  made  the  service  un- 
popular. Itsunk  every  sentiment  of  chivalry  in  the 
bosom  of  the  young  mariner,  who,  with  all  the  pride 
of  profession  about  him,  was  handed  over  to  the 
dock  yard  for  daily  labor,  at  reduced  remunera- 
tion. It  was  a commingling  of  land  and  sea  service 
in  the  case  of  those  who  looked  to  the  ocean  a3 
their  proper  element,  and  the  ship  as  their  native 
home. 

Under  the  now  system,  which  will  regard  the 
receiving  ship  in  its  proper  light  as  a school  of 
discipline  for  young  landsmen  and  boys,  the  best 
results  will  assuredly  flow.  Much  of  the  practical 
knowledge  of  seamanship  may  be  learned  in  port. 
To  handle  the  guns,  to  manage  the  yards,  to  attain, 
if  we  may  so  speak,  the  geography  and  vocabulary 
of  a man-of-war,  may  be  done  a3hore.  A service 
of  six  or  eight  months  will  enable  an  active  lad  to 
perform  the  duties  of  a sailor  well  and  skilfully,  es- 
pecially if  an  occasional  coasting  trip,  by  way  of  ex- 
periment were  added.  Such  a policy  will  insure  a 
constant  supply  of  good  seamen  to  our  ships  of 
war,  and  if  the  present  secretary  of  the  navy  suc- 
ceed in  establishing  the  system  on  a firm  and  lasting 
foundation,  he  will  have  done  more  for  the  real  in- 
terests of  the  navy  than  he  could  have  done  by  any 
other  act  whatever,  and  will  have  secured  a repu- 
tation for  himself  as  lasting  as  the  benefits  conferred 
upon  this  favorite  arm  of  the  public  defence. 

We  lately  visited  the  receiving  ship  Java,  under 
the  command  of  capt.  Charles  W.  Skinner,  and  had 
an  opportunity  of  observing  the  apprentices.  They 
were  about  forty  or  fifty  in  number,  neatly  attired 
in  the  garb  of  a sailor,  good-looking,  and  ranging 
from  twelve  to  eighteen  years  of  age.  We  saw  the 
school  room  appropriated  to  their  use,  and  the  car- 
ronadcs  which  they  used  in  their  exercises.  They  j 
show  great  aptitude  in  acquiring  knowledge,  and  ! 
are  already  catching  that  espiit  du  corps  so  essential 
to  effective  organization.  If  the  boys  on  this  station 
do  not  turn  out  worthy  and  skilful  seamen,  it  will 
not  be  the  fault  ot  capt.  Skinner  and  the  intelligent 
officers  of  the  Java.  [ Norfolk  Beacon. 

Private  exploring  expedition.  Silas  E. 
Burrows,  esq.  one  of  our  most  active  merchants, 
who  iately  went,  with  a small  squadron,  fitted  out 
at  his  own  expense,  from  Rio,  to  visit  the  Aurora 
group  of  islands,  which  had  been  arbitrarily  ex- 
punged from  the  charts,  and  which  he  has  re-disco- 
vered and  restored  to  light,  bids  fair  to  rival  the  na- 
vigatois  sent  out  by  government  expeditions  to  the 
south  pole.  The  ice  accumulates  lower  down  in 
these  latitudes  than  in  the  north,  and  D’Urqueville, 
the  French  commander,  was  disheartened  by  the 
quantities  of  it  amalgamated  into  a continent  of  is- 
lands, almost  continuous;  hence  the  entire  failure  of 
his  squadron,  the  fitting  out  of  which  caused  so  much 
interest  and  so  many  hopes  among  the  learned  of 
Paris.  Mr.  Burrows  always  had  a passion  for  the 
seas,  and  when  only  sixteen,  went  out  on  a sort  of 


spree,  of  sailing  frolic,  with  two  other  “Stonington 
boys,”  in  a vessel  of  sixty  tons,  to  the  remote  and 
dangerous  regions  which  he  has  now  again  visited, ' 
chiefly  for  pleasure,  and  in  part  to  extend  the  re- 
sources of  our  commerce  in  that  quarter.  Mr.  B. 
is  a good  specimen  of  Yankee  daring  and  enterprise, 
the  indomitable  energies  of  which  nothing  can  de- 
press. He  must  be  admiral  Burrows  hereafter. 

[. N . Y.  Star. 

Steamboat  collision  and  loss  of  lives. — 
A slip  from  the  New  Orleans  Courier,  under  date 
of  21  st  instant,  states  that  the  steamboats  Danube 
and  Macfarland  came  into  collision  on  the  17th, 
about  thirty  miles  above  the  tow  of  Helena.  The 
shock  was  so  great,  as  to  cause  the  Macfarland  to 
sink  in  four  or  five  minutes.  The  cabin  parted 
from  the  rest  of  the  hull.  All  her  passengers  are 
said  to  have  been  saved,  with  the  exception  of  a 
sick  man  and  a boy.  The  cargo  is  supposed  to  have 
sunk  with  the  part  of  the  hull  below  the  cabin  floor. 

The  Cincinnati  Republican  of  the  25th  instant, 
gives  some  additional  particulars  of  the  disaster. — 
The  boats  came  in  contact  about  one  o’clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  16th  instant,  in  a part  of  the  river 
called  Walnut  Bend.  The  Macfarland  was  struck 
by  the  Danube  on  the  larboard  bow,  aft  of  the  boil- 
ers. The  cabin  was  separated  from  the  hull  by  the 
concussion.  At  the  time  of  the  accident  there  were 
one  hundred  and  ten  passengers  on  board  the  Mac- 
farland, among  whom  were  a number  of  ladies  and 
children.  They  were  all  saved  with  the  exception 
of  six,  according  to  the  report  of  the  clerk. 

The  following  named  individuals  were  missing. 

James  Brombaugh,  of  Wellsburg,  (Ohio),  cabin 
boy. 

John  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  sick. 

Richard  Mills,  (Ky,),  his  attendant. 

John  Keely,  Ohio,  (printer). 

There  was  also  an  individual  belonging  to  He- 
lena, Ark.  name  unknown,  and  a German. 

The  freight,  amounting  to  about  100  tons,  was  a 
total  loss,  but  by  the  separation  of  the  cabin  from 
the  hull  most  of  the  passengers’  baggage  was  saved. 
The  preservation  of  so  many  lives  may  also  be 
principally  attributed  to  this  fact.  Timely  aid  was 
rendered  by  the  boats  of  the  Danube,  and  much 
credit  is  said  to  be  due  the  captain  and  clerk  of  the 
Macfarland  for  their  great  exertions.  Capt.  Gui- 
vot,  of  the  steamboat  Bonaparte,  is  entitled  to  com- 
mendation for  timely  assistance,  and  humane  and 
generous  treatment. 

The  Macfarland  was  an  excellent  boat,  recent- 
ly built  at  Cincinnati,  and  was  wholly  owned  by 
Messrs.  Strader  and  Gorman.  The  boat  was  valued 
at  $22,000,.  and  insured  for  $'10,000. 

The  Cincinnati  Gazette  states  the  following  af- 
fecting incident: — 

Mills,  shortly  after  the  boats  came  into  collision, 
was  secure  from  harm,  and  could  have  saved  himself, 
but  sincere  attachment  to  the  sick  man,  Thomas, 
induced  him  to  risk  his  life  for  his  preservation. 
Notwithstanding  the  protestations  of  his  fellow  pas- 
sengers at  his  rashness  and  the  assurance  that  ine- 
vitable death  would  result  to  both,  he  went  below, 
sought  out  the  invalid,  clasped  him  in  his  arms,  had 
reached  the  upper  deck  safely,  and  was  about  to 
spring  to  the  boat,  when  the  wreck  gave  a lurch, 
and  went  down,  throwing  both  into  the  river,  and 
engulphing  them  in  the  vortex.  They  perished  toge- 
ther, exhibiting  in  humble  life  of  a true  and  sincere 
friendship,  a nobleness  and  generosity  of  nature  as 
can  be  ever  equalled. 

A well  deserved  rebuke.  The  following  is 
an  excellent  hit  at  the  custom  now  so  prevalent  of 
complementing  every  captain  who  has  the  capacity 
to  conduct  his  ship  aeross  the  Atlantic. 

Important  correspondence.  Connecticut  Hotel, 
Water  street.  “We  the  undersigned,  passengers  in 
the  sloop  Polly,  on  her  last  passage  from  Sawpitts, 
beg  to  present  you  wilh  a lithographed  portrait  of 
capt.  Cook,  as  a token  of  our  regard  for  your  great 
skill  and  coolness,  manifested  during  the  severe 
shower  on  Thursday  evening,  while  passing  through 
Hurl  Gate.  To  your  seamanship  displayed  on  that 
occasion,  the  preservation  of  a valuable  cargo  of 
onions,  together  with  the  lives  of  your  passengers 
and  much  poultry,  may  justly  be  attributed. 
(Signed),  “Socrates  Sears,  & seven  others. 

“To  capt.  Jonathan  Brown.” 

( REPLY . ) 

“Sloop  Polly,  Peck  Slip. 

“I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  portrait  of  capt. 
Cook.  Except  Noah,  capt.  Cook  was,  undoubted- 
ly, the  boldest  navigator  the  world  ever  saw.  N. 
B.— The  Polly  sails  on  Saturday:  if  you  have  any 
freight,  send  it  down  as  soon  as  possible. 

(Signed),  “Jonathan  Brown. 

“To  Socrates  Sears,  and  seven  others. 
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Mr.  Adams  on  phrenology.  The  following 
characteristic  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  is  published 
in  the  Alexandria  Gazette: 

Washington,  April  5,  1S35. 

Dear  sir;  I have  read  with  great  satisfaction 
your  two  lectures  upon  the  science  of  phrenology, 
which  I have  never  been  able  to  prevail  upon  ray- 
self  to  think  of  as  a serious  speculation.  I have 
classed  it  with  alchymy,  with  judicial  astrology, 
with  augury — and,  as  Cicero  says  he  wonders  how 
two  Roman  angers  could  have  looked  each  other  in 
the  face  without  laughing,  have  felt  something  ot 
the  same  surprise  that  two  learned  phrenologists 
can  meet  without  the  like  temptation. 

But,  as  it  has  been  said  of  bishop  Berkley’s  an- 
timaterial system,  that  he  has  demonstrated,  beyond 
all  possibility  of  refutation,  what  no  man  in  his 
senses  can  believe,  so  without  your  assistance,  I 
should  never  have  been  able  to  encounter  the  sys- 
tem of  thirty-three  or  thirty-five  faculties  of  the  im- 
mortal soul,  all  clustered  on  the  blind  side  of  the 
head.  I thank  you  for  furnishing  me  with  argu- 
ment to  meet  the  doctors  who  pack  up  the  five  sen- 
ses in  thirty-five  parcels  of  the  brain.  I am  glad 
that  your  lectures  have  been  so  successful,  and 
hope  that  they  will  be  yet  more  so,  in  recalling  the 
sober  sense  of  the  material,  philosophers  of  our  age 
to  the  dignity  of  an  imperishable  mind.  I remain, 
dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  friend, 

J.  Q.  Adams. 

To  Dr.  Thomas  Sewall,  Washington. 

Mtlk  and  butter.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to  re- 
cord the  successful  efforts  of  gentlemen  to  increase 
the  means  of  comfort  to  us,  who  are  crampt  in  ci- 
ties; and  certainly,  the  augmenting  of  milk  and  but- 
ter is  one  of  those  exertions  which  must  minister  to 
such  comforts.  We  give  the  following  as  a speci- 
men, as  the  good  things  of  Dairy  Maid,  the  proper- 
ty of  our  neighbor  James  Gowen,  of  Mount  Airey, 
Germantown. 

Dairy  Maid’s  yield  of  milk  for  one  week  from 

Evening. 

7*  quarts  25* 
73  “ 

73  “ 273 

8.J  “ 291 

83  “ 29 

8 “ 283 

9 3l| 

Total,  1983 

Being  an  average  ot  more  than  28  quarts  per  day. 
Butter  not  yet  ascertained.  The  coming  week’s 
milk,  which  is  expected  to  be  greater,  from  improv- 
ed feed,  will  be  reported.  The  feed  of  the  past  week 
was  pasture,  with  a basket  ot  grass  morning  and 
evening,  cut  from  head  land  of  a grain  field,  except 
on  the  evenings  of  the  last  three  days,  when  a hand- 
ful of  chopt  oats  and  corn,  with  shorts  from  hay 
mow,  was  added. 

The  above  yield  is  perhaps  unprecedented  by  any 
young  cow  in  this  country,  under  the  circumstances, 
being  in  the  fourth  month  from  calving,  and  the 
calf  having  been  with  her  till  within  a few  days  of 
trial.  The  milking  at  noon  was  adopted  on  account 
of  the  cow  having  been  brought  from  the  field  to  her 
calf,  daily,  at  ttiat  time. 

Dairy  Maid  is  a beautiful  roan,  of  “the  improved 
short  horn  Durham  stock,”  bred  by  Mr.  Whittaker, 
of  Yorkshire— imported  last  fall,  and  in  point  and 
proportions  is  said  to  have  no  superior.  Her  pedi- 
gree, which  may  be  found  in  the  third  volume  of 
the  “Herd  Book,  ’ is  inferior  to  no  cow  on  record. 

[ Woodbury  ( W.  J.)  Constitution. 

Sheep  shearing.  The  great  feast  of  sheep 
shearing  took  place  on  the  Island  of  Nantucket  last 
week.  The  editor  of  the  Nantucket  Inquirer  thus 
speaks  of  the  orgies  and  of  his  contributions  thereto: 
The  Carnival  has  now  commenced.  The  orgies 
of  the  mutton-worshippers  are  beginning  to  burst 
forth,  and  all  the  woolly  world  is  in  an  agony  and  a 
catastrophe  of  helter-skelterishness.  The  mill-hills 
skip  like  rams,  and  the  hummocks  like  young  lambs; 
and  the  shearpen  rageth  and  foameth  as  it  were  a 
sea  of  living  fleece— not  fleas— bah!  Four-legged 
creatures  of  all  practicable  sorts;  and  one.  two,  three, 
and  four  wheeled  vehicles  of  all  supposeable  shapes, 
are  getting  into  a furious  passion.  The  very  cows, 
common  are  in  commotion.  All  around,  the  mov- 
ing elevements  are  head  up  and  tail  up— and  the 
predominating  cry  is  “cut-on-Dunnum,”  which 
meaneth  go  it,  Jerry!  The  whole  county  is  bewitch- 
ed; the  sands  thereof  are  turning  topsyturvy;  and  the 
grand  design  is  to  knock  all  creation  into  a Whoo- 
raw  s nest! 

. ^j^31  ever  bestride  a wafer-logged  spar  in 

the  still  dock,  and  spying  in  the  oozy  bed  below,  a 


12th  June  to  the  19th: 
Morning. 
Wednesday,  12  quarts 

Noon. 

6 quarts 

Thursday, 

12  “ 

7 “ 

Friday, 

12*  “ 

73  “ 

Saturday, 

13  “ 

7*  “ 

Sunday, 

13  “ 

73  “ 

Monday, 

13  « 

8*  “ 

Tuesday, 

14  “ 

83  “ 

wriggling  eel — didst  ever  clap  thy  thumb  upon  the 
sarpent’s  tail  with  hope  of  holding  him  thereby?  Or 
didst  ever  think  of  detaining  within  thy  grasp,  by 
the  aid  of  soft-soap,  or  other  saponaceous  unction, 
the  like  extremity  of  a swine,  or  an  alligator?  Or 
hast  ever  undertaken,  in  any  similar  fashion,  to 
catch  a bumblebee,  or  a devils-darningneedle?  If 
nay  thou  answerest,  then  dost  thou  know  nought  of 
the  impossibilities  of  philosophy!  Thine  experi- 
mental acquaintance  with  the  perplexities  of  exist- 
ence, are  as  nothing  and  less  than  nothing,  and  thy 
wisdom  not  worth  a brass  baubee:  for  thou  art  but 
an  abecedarian  in  the  mysteries  of  botheration!  But 
if  thou  canst  comprehend  these  aforesaid  difficulties, 
then  wilt  thou  appreciate  that  tribulation  which  at 
this  present  besetteth  us,  the  publishers  and  printers 
thereof,  viz:  the  revolt  of  all  hands  against  laboring 
among  types  and  ink  during  the  feast  of  the  mutton- 
heads,  which  they  profanely  call  the  patriarchal  ju- 
bilee. Consequence  is,  no  paper  next  Saturday! 

New  mechanical  power.  A successful  ex- 
periment has  been  recently  made  in  this  city,  which 
appears  to  us  decidedly  to  settle  the  question  in  fa 
vor  of  the  application  of  electro  magnetism,  as  a mo 
tive  power  to  machinery.  We  have  seen  in  opera- 
tion at  No.  58  Gold  street,  a machine  moved  by  this 
principle — the  construction  of  which  is  on  a plan 
entirely  novel  and  on  a much  larger  scale  than  any 
other  electro  magnetic  engine  heretofore  shown  to 
the  public.  The  motive  wheel  is  five  feet  in  diame- 
ter, and  weighs  four  or  five  hundred  pounds.  This 
wheel  is  propelled  by  the  action  of  four  large  elec- 
tro magnets,  which  are  connected  with  a galvanic 
battery,  composed  of  alternate  plates  of  copper  and 
zinc.  From  forty  to  forty-five  revolutions  in  a 
minute  are  produced  by  this  arrangement  for  hours 
in  succession,  without  any  change  in  the  apparatus 
or  addition  to  the  liquid,  (sulphuric  acid),  which 
acts  on  the  battery. 

Professor  Morse,  the  inventor  of  the  electro  mag- 
netic telegraph,  which  has  been  approved  by  the 
French  Institute,  in  Paris,  has  examined  this  ma- 
chine since  his  return  from  Europe,  and  expresses 
the  following  opinion: 

“I  take  pleasure  in  giving  you  in  writing,  what  1 
have  frequently  observed  in  conversation,  respect- 
ing the  electro  magnetic  machine  now  in  operation 
in  Gold  street,  No.  58.  The  application  of  the 
magnetic  power  in  this  machine  produces  greater 
effects  than  in  any  arrangement  I have  yet  seen, 
and  I do  not  perceive  any  insurmountable  obstacle 
to  the  indefinite  increase  of  these  effects.” 

The  experiments  at  No.  58  Gold  street,  have 
been  made  under  the  direction  of  an  association  of 
gentlemen,  who  some  time  since  obtained  an  act  of 
incorporation  for  an  electro  magnetic  company, 
which  we  understand  has  been  organished  and  part 
of  the  stock  taken  in  this  city,  Philadelphia  and 
Providence.  We  hopecitizens  and  strangers  gene- 
rally who  are  fond  of  improvements  in  science  and 
the  arts,  will  visit  the  establishment  where  this  ma- 
chine may  be  seen  in  daily  operation,  and  we  can 
assure  them  of  ample  gratification  for  the  trouble. 

[New  York  Gazette. 


The  party  were  accompanied  to  the  falls  by  gene- 
ral Wool,  of  the  United  States  army,  and  general 
Brooks,  the  commandant  of  the  station  a Prairie  du 
Chien. 

During  their  absence,  no  accident  occurred  to 
mar  the  pleasure,  or  endanger  the  safety  of  the  com- 
pany. The  passengers  in  the  Pennsylvania  from 
this  city,  were  much  gratified  with  ttie  trip,  and 
give  glowing  descriptions  of  the  scenery,  the  na- 
tive beauty,  and  verdure  of  the  vast  uncultivated 
regions  through  which  they  passed.  When  such 
excellent  opportunities  are  afforded  through  such 
fine  steamers  and  such  clever  commanders  as  the 
Pennsylvania  and  captain  Stone,  of  exploring  the 
boundless  forests  of  the  west,  we  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  the  attention  of  our  eastern  friends  should 
become  directed  to  trips  of  this  kind  in  preference 
to  loitering  in  warm  weather  in  the  neighboring 
cities  of  the  Atlantic  coast.” 

Canal  across  the  isthmus  of  Panama. — 
The  republic  of  New  Grenada  has  granted  to  a 
company  the  privilege  of  making  a canal,  rail  road, 
or  Macadamised  road,  over  this  isthmus.  In  1836 
this  privilege  was  accorded  to  col.  Charles  Biddle. 
The  condition  of  the  privilege  not  having  been 
fulfilled,  it  has  been  granted  to  a company  associat- 
ed with  the  house  of  Solomon  & Co.  of  Gaude- 
lope.  The  agent  of  this  company  is  nowin  Eu- 
rope, with  the  view  of  raising  the  means,  and  mak- 
ing the  preparations  for  this  enterprise. 

The  conditions  of  the  contract  are  concisely 
these: 

1.  The  intermarine  communication  must  termi- 
nate at  one  end,  in  the  town  of  Panama.  It  may 
be  a canal,  a rail  road  or  Macadamised  road. 

2.  If  a canal  be  made,  the  duties  of  transporta- 

tion to  accrue  to  the  government  shall  be  one  per 
cent.  r 

3.  The  navigation  of  the  river  Cbagres,  in  ca- 
noes, shall  not  be  interrupted. 

4.  Vessels  under  the  New  Grenadian  flag  shall 
pay  ten  per  cent,  less  toll  than  those  of  other  na- 
tions; that  is,  ten  per  cent,  off  the  toll. 

5.  This  privilege  shall  continue  fifty  years,  from 
the  completion  of  the  work,  for  which  six  years 
are  allowed. 

6.  The  company  shall  begin  their  operations  in 
three  years  from  the  date  of  the  contract.  Failing 
to  comply  with  this  condition,  they  shall  nav 
$25,000  penalty  to  the  state. 

7.  At  the  end  of  the  term  of  this  privilege,  (fifty 
years),  the  canal  shall  become  the  property  of  the 
republic. 

It  may  safely  be  predicted  that  the  funds  for 
making  this  canal,  under  the  present  contract,  will 
never  be  raised.  Contrary  to  the  usual  induce- 
ments to  embark  in  such  enterprises,  that  of  an  in- 
creasing value  in  the  stock,  in  the  present  case,  the 
stock  must  diminish  in  value  every  day,  since  it 
must  become  the  property  of  the  state  at  the  end  of 
fifty  years.  [Globe. 


A pleasure  excursion.  The  Pittsburger  of 
a late  date  contains  the  following  particulars  of  a re- 
cent pleasure  excursion  to  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony, 

“The  steamboat  Pennsylvania,  under  the  com 
mand  of  captain  Stephen  Stone,  arrived  at  our  port 
a few  days  since,  from  a trip  to  the  falls  of  St.  An- 
thony. The  party,  who  went  on  board  of  her, 
amounted  to  about  sixty,  and  were  composed  of  la- 
dies and  gentlemen,  a large  proportion  of  whom 
were  from  this  city.  They  had  every  thing  that 
could  contribute  to  their  enjoyment — good  music, 
good  company,  plenty  of  dancing,  and  fine  spirits. 
On  their  outward  voyage,  they  left  St.  Louis  on  the 
27th  of  May,  and  arrived  at  the  falls  on  the  2d  inst. 
The  falls  are  non-accessible  by  steamboat  naviga- 
tion; and,  in  order  to  reach  them,  the  company  had 
quite  a novel  and  romantic  excursion  of  seven  miles 
over  a beautiful  prairie  in  wagons  supplied  by  the 
politeness  and  hospitality  of  the  commandant  at 
Fort  Snelling. 

We  understand  there  is  a perpendicular  fall  in  the 
water  of  about  eighteen  feet.  But  there  is  a 
smooth  rapid  for  about  two  miles  above  the  falls, 
making  the  whole  descent  about  sixty  feet. 

The  party  visited  the  Indians  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  tails.  They  saw  them  in  their  wigwams  and 
villages.  The  Indians,  to  the  number  of  several 
hundred,  entertained  the  company  with  a dance 
called  the  Buffalo  dance,  in  which  we  imagine  there 
was  a good  deal  more  life  and  animation  displayed 
than  in  one  of  our  cotillions.  When  the  company 
were  about  to  take  their  departure,  the  Indians,  in 
full  costume,  commenced  the  war  dance.  Whether 
the  ladies  got  frightened  or  not,  we  cannot  say:  but 
we  are  told  they  did  not  stay  to  see  it  out. 


From  Havana.  We  have  accounts  from  Ha- 
vana to  the  5th  instant.  At  that  time  there  were 
40  ships,  80  brigs  and  41  schooners  in  the  port  of 
Havana.  About  four-fifths  of  them  were  Ameri- 
cans. 

On  the  28th  ult.  admiral  Batidin  arrived  in  the 
frigate  Nereide,  together  with  brig  Curiassier,  from 
Galveston;  and  from  Vera  Cruz,  the  corvette  Na- 
yade. 

The  admiral  with  the  French  fleet  were  still  in 
port,  and  nothing  had  transpired  about  the  dav  of 
their  departure.  ^ 

Shipments  of  sugar  continue  at  last  quotations 
However,  less  eagerness  was  manifested  by  the 
purchasers,  and  a tendency  to  a decline  prevailing. 

The  little  coffee  that  appeared  in  the  market  was 
bought  up  at  8al0c.  for  low  kinds  to  good  seconds. 

Prime  entirely  wanting. 

The  scarcity  of  this  produce  is  the  same  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  island. 

Bail  road  in  Havana.  We  find  in  a late  Paris 
journal,  a description  of  the  rail  road  lately  com- 
pleted in  the  island  of  Cuba,  from  the  city  of  Ha- 
vana to  Guines,  a distance  of  about  forty-five  miles 
This  work  was  completed  in  a period  of  three  years" 
from  its  commencement,  by  engineers  from  the  U 
States,  a part  of  whom  were  from  this  city,  at  the 
charge  of  the  treasury  of  the  colony.  The  work 
does  great  honor  to  the  count  Villanueva,  the  in- 
tendant  general  of  the  island,  who  has  admirably 
seconded,  by  his  activity  and  intelligence,  the  en- 
ergy of  the  late  governor  gen.  Tacon,  who  under- 
took to  restore  order  and  security  to  the  colony.  It 
is  proposed  to  continue  the  rail  road  from  Guines 
from  the  chain  of  highlands,  which  extends  from 
one  extremity  to  the  other  of  the  island.  It  will 
open  a communication  from  the  south  side  of  Cuba 
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to  the  capital.  The  work  is  already  in  operation 
upon  this  extension. 

The  captain  general  of  the  island,  Mr.  Espeleta, 
opened  the  rail  road  with  appropriate  solemnities, 
which  served  to  quiet  the  apprehensions  which 
were  excited  by  this;mode  of  communication,  with 
a rapidity  to  which  the  Spanish  population  were 
so  little  accustomed.  In  the  first  month  which 
followed  the  completion  of  the  rail  road  in  Decem- 
ber last,  there  were  transported  upon  it  10,803  per- 
sons, which  produced  a receipt  of  $26,011;  which, 
after  making  a deduction  for  passengers  from  in- 
termediate stations,  gives  a mean  price  of  fair  (rom 
Havana  to  Guines,  of  about  three  and  a half  dollars, 
or  near  eight  cents  a mile,  a price  greatly  reduced 
from  what  the  passage  previously  cost,  but  very 
high  in  comparison  with  the  maximum  price  de- 
manded by  companies  in  France  and  with  the  or- 
dinary price  in  this  country.  The  receipts  for 
merchandise  transported  in  the  same  period  amount- 
ed to  $10,383.  This  rail  road  is  destined  to  change 
the  face  of  sugar  industry  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 
The  common  roads  were  so  bad  in  the  direction 
from  Havana  to  Guines,  that  the  transport  of  a box 
of  sugar  cost  more  from  the  neighborhood  of  Guines 
to  the  seaport,  than  from  the  port  to  the  extremity 
of  the  Baltic  sea. 

From  the  North  Pacific  ocean.  By  the 
Rasselas,  at  this  port  yesterday,  we  have  a file  of  the 
Sandwich  Island  Gazette,  to  February  9.  Mr.  Ste- 
phen D.  Mackintosh,  who  commenced  its  publica- 
tion, has  returned  to  this  city  in  the  Rasselas,  with 
his  family.  He  gave  up  the  editorship  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1838,  at  a meeting  of  the  resident  sub- 
scribers, who  took  the  establishment  oil' his  hands, 
since  which  it  has  been  conducted  by  a committee 
of  the  residentsubscribers.  At  the  meeting,  the  sub- 
scribers expressed  their  full  approval  of  the  course 
pursued  by  Mr.  M. 

The  following  are  extracted  from  the  paper  of  Fe- 
bruary 2. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  Neeride,  from  Columbia 
river,  we  have  received  no  news  of  any  importance. 
Capt.  Brotchie  informs  u=that  previous  to  his  leav- 
ing the  river  the  express  had  arrived  from  England, 
but  unfortunately  in  running  a rapid  on  the  22d  Oct. 
one  of  the  boats  filled  and  upset,  by  which  accident 
Messrs.  Banks  and  Wallace,  two  English  gentlemen, 
(botanists),  travelling  for  scientific  purposes,  were 
drowned,  also,  Mrs.  Wallace,  Mr.  La  Blac  and  two 
children,  besides  three  other  men  and  three  of  their 
children.  Mr.  Tod,  (chief  factor),  Mr.  John 
McLaughlin,  Mr.  Forrest  and  Messrs.  Blanchet  and 
Demers,  (two  Catholic  priests),  all  arrived  safe  at 
Vancouver,  on  the  24th  November. 

Died,  on  Sunday,  January  27,  Mrs.  Mary  Ban- 
croft, widow  of  the  late  capt.  Bancroft,  of  the  Bri- 
tish brig  Llama.  Mrs.  B’s  death  was  occasioned  by 
wounds  received  in  November  last,  on  board  the 
brig,  on  the  coast  of  California,  in  the  attack  made 
on  that  vessel  by  the  N.  W.  Indians,  at  which  time 
her  husband  was  murdered.  Mrs.  B’s  sufferings 
have  been  intense  since  the  moment  of  the  fatal  ac- 
cident. At  this  place  every  thing  which  kindness 
and  the  best  medical  aid  could  suggest,  was  done  for 
her  relief,  but  to  no  effect.  [Boston  Daily  JIdv. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Journal  of  Commerce 
contains  an  extract  from  the  Sandwich  Island  Ga- 
zette, which  gives  the  annexed  account  of  the  mas- 
sacre on  board  capt.  Bancroft’s  brig. 

It  will  be  recollected,  no  doubt,  that  in  August 
last,  the  brig  Llama,  capt.  John  Bancroft,  sailed 
from  this  harbor  for  the  port  of  Klygarny  on  the 
northwest  coast,  for  the  purpose  of  there  taking  on 
board  Indians  of  that  tribe  to  hunt  for  otter  on  the 
coast  of  California.  In  due  season  she  reached  the 
port  of  her  destination,  received  on  board  twenty- 
five  of  the  natives,  with  their  canoes,  &c.  and  from 
thence  proceeded  direct  to  the  hunting  ground  on 
the  coast  of  Calafornia;  there  she  arrived,  and  at  the 
island  of  Santa  Rosa  the  business  of  the  voyage 
was  commenced;  the  canoes  had  been  lowered  once 
or  twice,  and  the  prospect  of  success  was  good;  but 
unfortunately  on  the  21st  of  November,  the  captain 
had  some  little  altercation  with  one  of  the  Indians, 
a quarrelsome  and  discontented  man,  who  would 
not  conform  to  the  discipline  required,  and  who 
could  not  brook  reproof. 

Shortly  after  this  captain  Bancroft  was  standing 
at  the  gangway,  looking  over  the  side;  his  back  was 
turned  when  a volley  of  muskets  was  fired  at  him  by 
the  Indians  on  the  quarter  deck;  he  fell  mortally 
wounded.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Bancroft,  then  below 
hearing  the  report,  rushed  on  deck,  and  fell  on  the 
body  of  her  bleeding  and  dying  husband.  The  In- 
dians, not  yet  certain  of  their  victim,  poured  ano- 
ther volley  of  shot  into  the  already  lifeless  body  of 
capt.  Bancroft,  which  penetrated  also  that  of  his 
agonized  wile;  a pause  was  then  made,  and  Mrs. 
Bancroft  was  suffered  to  be  taken  below,  mangled 


and  mutilated  in  the  most  shocking  manner.  But 
here  the  slaughter  did  not  cease;  one  of  the  seamen 
rushed  to  the  armed  chest  to  defend  his  compa- 
nions that  were  left;  as  he  endeavored  to  raise 
the  lid,  a shot  reached  his  heart  and  he  fell  a lifeless 
corpse. 

The  massacre  was  now  over;  the  Indians  had 
gained  possession  of  the  vessel,  and  had  nothing 
more  to  fear.  The  chiel  officer  was  then  ordered  to 
take  the  vesssel  directly  back  to  Klygarny,  with 
this  injunction  that  if  he  deviated  from  the  direct 
course  all  on  board  would  be  murdered.  Mr.  Ro- 
binson, the  mate,  had  no  other  alternative  than  to 
obey;  all  sail  was  made,  and  providentially  the  brig 
arrived  in  a short  passage  at  Klygarny;  there  the 
Indians  disembarked  in  their  canoes,  carrying  with 
them  their  effects  and  robbing  the  vessel  of  all  that 
was  portable.  Strange  to  relate,  the  Llama  was 
suffered  to  depart  without  even  dropping  her  anchor 
and  the  officer  in  command  made  his  way  to  this 
island,  where  we  have  seen  he  arrived  in  filty-two 
days  after  the  murder  of  captain  Bancroft.  We 
must  not  neglect  to  state,  that  during  the  passage 
from  Calafornia  to  Klygarny,  the  Indians  conducted 
themselves  in  the  most  biutal  and  beastly  man- 
ner, offering  eveiy  insult  to  the  officers  and  mari- 
ners, and  more  particularly  to  Mrs.  Bancroft,  whose 
sufferings  were  indescribably'  awful. 

Canada.  The  Toronto  Examiner  repeats  the 
assertion  it  has  often  made  that  emigration  is  taking 
place  to  a very  great  extent  from  the  Upper  pro- 
vince. Some  of  the  best  citizens  are  selling  off 
their  property,  and  investing  the  proceeds  in  lands 
in  the  western  states  and  territories.  The  examiner 
has  the  following  paragraph,  not  very  complimen- 
tary to  the  order  loving  loyalists  of  Toronto.  The 
Patriot  editor,  who  is  very  careful  to  chronicle 
every  manifestation  of  popular  ill  feeling  by  the 
people  of  the  United  Slates,  will,  of  course  de- 
nounce the  mobocratic  spirit  of  its  loyal  co-adju- 
tors.  [Baltimore  Chronicle. 

Outrage  on  the  printing  office.  There  will  soon 
not  be  a, whole  pane  of  glass  in  our  printing  office. 
On  four  different  occasions  have  the  infuriated  par- 
tisans of and  Mr. attacked  our 

premises  at  night,  and  smashed  the  window's  with 
large  stones.  This,  it  will  be  recollected,  is  in  the 
capital  of  Upper  Canada,  under  the  surveillance  of 
the  governor,  the  mayor  and  city  authorities. — 
We  have  hitherto  treated  these  assaults  with  con- 
tempt. They  are  getting  too  frequent.  We  shall 
allow  the  windows  to  remain  in  their  present  con- 
dition, as  a standing  advertisement  of  the  tory  sys- 
tem of  discussing  political  principles. 

The  Montreal  Herald  of  the  22d  states  that  war- 
rants will  shortly  issue  for  the  confiscation  and  sale 
of  property  belonging  to  individuals  who  have  been 
found  guilty  of  high  treason.  The  confiscation  will 
not  extend,  it  is  said,  to  the  property  of  refugees — - 
at  which  the  Herald  is  afflicted. 

The  same  journal  affirms  that  a project  has  been 
entertained,  in  this  country,  of  intercepting  and 
capturing  the  convict  ship,  about  to  sail  for  New- 
South  Wales,  and  liberating  the  prisoners  going  out 
in  her,  in  fulfilment  of  their  sentence!  What  non- 
sense the  readers  of  the  Herald  have  to  swallow’. 

Keokuck  killed  by  young  Black  Hawk. — 
From  several  of  the  Pottawatomie  Indians  now  in 
this  city,  who  recently  passed  the  Sac  country,  we 
learn  the  following  particulais.  During  the  absence 
of  a nephew  of  young  Black  Hawk,  Keokuck  got 
his  wife  drunk  and  passed  the  night  with  her. — 
Being  thus  detected,  it  fell  to  Black  Hawk,  as  the 
nearest  relative,  to  avenge  his  nephew’s  injury; 
which  he  took  the  earliest  occasion  io  do,  and  stab- 
bed Keokuck  at  the  entrance  of  his  nephew’s  wig- 
wam. Keokuck,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  al- 
ways the  triend  of  the  whites,  and  opposed  the 
celebrated  Black  Hawk  or  Sac  war,  and  was  pro- 
moted chief  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  U. 
States  government.  He  was  about  50  years  of  age, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  this  side  of  the 
Des  Moines  river,  about  125  miles,  (four  days  jour- 
ney, the  Indians  have  it),  west  of  the  Mississippi. 
Young  Black  Hawk  is  now  chief  of  the  Sacs,  and, 
at  last  news,  was  at  the  head  of  2,000  warriors 
marching  for  the  Sioux  country'.  He  has  lost  none 
of  his  inveterate  hostility  to  the  whites;  but  the 
terror  with  which  his  late  travel  through  the  Unit- 
ed States,  with  his  father  and  prophet  inspired  him, 
may. keep  him  from  any  overt  demonstrations  of  it, 
although  he  sneers  at  the  peaceable  disposition  of 
Keokuck,  and  swears  he  will  convince  other  na- 
tions of  the  invincibility  of  his  warriors.  He  sent 
word  to  the  Sioux  that  he  had  murdered  the  woman 
chief  and  was  coming  upon  them  with  warriors 
more  numerous  than  the  trees  of  the  forest.  To 
whom  the  Sioux  replied,  he  would  be  met  by  war- 
riors as  numberless  as  the  leaves  upon  those  trees. 


Young  Black  Hawk  is  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
and  altogether  the  most  handsome  Indian  in  his 
tribe.  In  passing  to  the  Sioux  country  he  crosses 
the  Pottawatomie  lands,  which  will  be  neutral 
ground  so  long  as  neither  party  infringes  upon  the 
rights  and  regulations  of  the  Pottawatomies. 

[ Chicago  Democrat. 

Doubts  are  suggested  as  to  the  truth  of  the  above, 
for  it  is  stated  under  date  of  Galena,  June  5,  that 
“Gov.  Lucas,  of  Iowa  territory,  has  recently  made 
an  excursion  to  the  settlement  of  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Indians,  (80  or  100  mileswest  of  Burlington,  I.  T.) 
He  reports  them  as  being  comfortable  and  content- 
ed. Keokuck  and  his  chief  received  the  governor 
with  all  the  ceremony  peculiar  to  those  sons  of  the 
forest.” 

Execution  of  a pirate.  We  learn  from  the 
New  York  Evening  Post,  that  Cornelius  Williams, 
alias  Whilhelms,  who  was  convicted  a short  time 
ago  of  piracy  and  murder,  on  board  the  brig  Bra- 
ganza,  was  hung  on  Friday  the  22d  inst.  at  Ellis’s 
island.  He  had  been  removed  from  the  city  prison 
to  Bellevue  early  in  the  morning,  and  about  half 
past  eight  o’clock  was  taken  in  the  steamboat  Ho- 
boken to  the  place  of  execution.  The  principal 
authorities  of  the  city,  and  a vast  concourse  of  spec- 
tators, among  whom  a great  many  women,  were 
present  to  witness  the  spectacle.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  by  the  United  States  marshal,  W. 
C.  H.  Waddell,  assisted  by  his  deputies.  After  en- 
gaging in  religious  exercises  with  the  clergyman 
in  attendance,  the  prisoner  ascended  the  scaffold, 
and  attempted  several  times  to  address  the  multi- 
tude, but  so  great  was  the  noise  and  confusion  that  he 
found  it  impossible  to  make  himself  heard.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  how'ever,  he  was  understood 
to  confess  the  crime  with  which  he  was  charged, 
and  to  justify  them  on  the  ground  that  they  had 
been  provoked  by  the  cruel  treatment  he  had  re- 
ceived. 

Previous  to  the  execution  of  the  wretched  man, 
whilst  the  officers  of  the  Bellevue  establishment 
were  changing  his  dress  a small  file  was  discovered 
concealed  in  one  of  his  stockings.  On  being  ques- 
tioned he  stated  the  engineer  of  the  prison,  Mr. 
Bishop  had  furnished  the  instiurnent  to  aid  in  ef- 
fecting an  escape.  He  stated  to  the  marshal  that 
he  had  given  Mr.  Bishop  a guarantee  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  on  condition  that  he  would  assist  him 
in  working  his  way  out  of  confinement,  to  which 
Bishop  assented.  The  persons  implicated  by  this 
disclosure  of  the  prisoner  were  instantly  arrested  by 
order  of  the  police  justice. 

Since  the  above  was  ready  for  the  press,  the  case 
of  Bishop,  has  been  examined  by  the  competent 
authority,  and  the  accusations  contained  in  the  affi- 
davit of  Whilhelms,  pronounced  groundless.  There 
is  no  doubt,  says  the  New  York  American  that  the 
prisoner  supposed  a charge  of  this  kind  against  a 
public  officer,  would  excite  some  enquiries;  and 
that  a vague  hope,  that  his  execution  might  be  put 
off  in  consequence,  mainly  led  to  his  improbable 
accusation. 

Comparative  nutritive  quality  of  roots. 
We  have  hitherto  had  some  little  experience  in 
feeding  different  kinds  of  roots  to  cattle  and  pigs 
in  the  winter.  The  potatoes  are  better  for  man, 
because  they  contain  more  farinacious  matter  or 
starch  than  any  of  the  others,  but  some  of  the  others 
and  more  especially  carrots,  are  better  for  fatten- 
ing cattle. 

One  thousand  parts  of  the  potatoe  yields  of  nu- 
trive  matter  from  200  to  260  parts.  This  consists 
principally  ot  starch  with  a little  muclage — from 
15  to  20  of  saccharine  matter,  and  from  30  to  40  of 
gluten. 

A thousand  parts  of  the  common  red  beet  con- 
tain in  about  150  parts  of  nutritive  matter,  which 
made  up  of  14  parts  of  starch,  121  of  saccharine 
matter,  and  13  or  14  of  gluten. 

A thousand  parts  of  the  mangrel  wurtzel  con- 
tain about  135  parts  of  nutritive  matter,  of  which 
say  13  parts  are  starch,  119  saccharine  matter,  and 
4 gluten. 

A thousand  parts  of  the  common  flat  turnip  con- 
tain about  42  paits  of  nutritive  matter,  of  which  7 
are  starch,  and  34  are  saccharine  matter. 

A thousand  parts  of  ruta  baga  contain  64  parts  of 
nutritive  matter,  of  which  9 are  starch,  51  saccha- 
rine matter  and  2 gluten. 

A thousand  paits  of  the  carrot  yields  98  of  nutri- 
tive matter,  of  which  3 are  starch  and  95  are  saccha- 
rine matter;  it  also  contains  2 or  3 parts  of  an  ex- 
tract which  appears  insoluble. 

A thousand  parts  of  the  parsnip  afford  about  100 
of  nutritive  matter,  9 or  10  of  which  are  starch  and 
90  saccharine  matter. 

The  remainder  of  the  thousand  parts  are  vegeta- 
ble fibre,  useful  to  the  animal  that  eats  it  in  filling 
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the  stomach  and  aiding  the  digestive  organs  by 
what  is  called  the  “stimulous  of  distension”  and 
veiy  probably  affording  other  aid  to  them  which  we 
know  nothing  about  and  which  cannot  be  detected 
by  the  chemist  in  his  laboratory. 

Compare  almost  any  of  the  above  roots,  with  the 
nutritive  matter  procured  from  the  same  number  of 
parts  of  clover,  or  herds  of  timothy  grass,  as  they 
call  it  at  the  south. 

One  thousand  parts  of  the  clover  contain  about40 
ot  nutritive  matter,  of  which  say  31  or  32  are  starch, 
3 are  saccharine  matter,  2 are  gluten  and  3 are  in- 
soluble vegetable  extract.  * 

There  are  dilferent  results  obtained  by  chemists, 
in  regard  to  the  nutritive  qualities  of  herds  grass, 
but  some  put  it  down  at  100  in  a thousand  parts. 

Now  if  we  take  into  the  account  the  number  e>f 
pounds  ot  each  root  whieh  is  ordinarily  obtained 
from  an  acre  and  the  cost  of  production,  an  ap- 
proximation may  be  had  of  the  comparative  value 
of  each  crop,  and  by  fairly  understanding  the  matter 
we  shall  not  be  likely  to  be  carried  away  by  our 
partialities  for  this  or  that  crop  to-day,  or  by  disap- 
pointments likely  to  arise  in  regard  to  them  to- 
morrow. [ Maine  Farmer. 


Finances  of  Russia.  During  the  wars  of  Rus- 
sia with  the  Prussians,  Turks  anil  Poles,  her  reve- 
nues were  not  equal  to  her  expenditures.  Loans 
and  paper  money  were  resorted  to.  Catharine  II, 
and  Ihe  emperors  Paul  and  Alexander,  extended 
their  resources  by  this  method.  The  paper  rouble 
declined  twenty-live  per  cent. 

The  receipts  of  the  empire  for  a late  year  are 
stated  thus: 


Revenues  of  the  state. 

Prussian  dollars* 

Capitation  tax. 
Tax  upon  capital, 
Duties, 

23,125,000 

5,310,000 

.26,136,000 

Revenues  of  the  crown. 

Crowm  lands, 

6,937,500 

Monopoly  of  spirits. 

35,733,333 

Post  office, 

1,541,667 

Crown  woods  and  fisheries, 

1,002,083 

Crown  factories, 

1,079,167 

Mines, 

4,625,000 

Olher  receipts. 

1,079,000 

3 Receipts  in  the  kingdom  of  Poland, 

whose  financial  concerns  are  separate,  13,063,179 


Total  revenue,  119. 

The  emperor  has,  besides,  for  his  private 
revenue  of  $1,600,000. 

The  expenses  of  the  state  are  thus  stated 


,531,859 
chest,  a 

,000,000 

,000,000 

,000,000 


1.  The  emperor’s  household,  $5 

2.  Department  of  foreign  affairs,  2 

3.  Home  department,  33, 

4.  Department  of  toreign  instruction 

and  religion,  5,000,000 

5.  Army,  30,000,000 

6.  Navy,  12,000,000 

7.  Treasury  department,  and  interest 

of  public  debt,  20,000,000 

8.  Other  expenses,  3,000,000 

9.  Government  of  Poland,  12,000,000 


forth  be  placed  in  a separate  bag.  Thus  there 
need  be,  and  probably  will  be,  no  difficulty  hereaf- 
ter in  steamship  agents  adjusting  the  matter  of 
advance  postage  with  the  British  postmasters,  so  as 
to  avoid  giving  cause  of  complaint  in  future. 

Temperance.  The  late  report  of  the  N.  York 
city  temperance  society  states  that  the  number  of 
licensed  liquor  shops  in  that  city  in  1S28  was  3,162; 
in  1838,  with  a much  increased  population,  3,507. 

There  were  in  the  state  of  New  York  alone,  in 
1825,  1,129  distilleries:  the  number  is  now  reduced 
to  about  200.  In  1837,  there  were  in  operation  in 
the  city  of  New  York  and  vicinity,  17  large  grain 
distilleries;  now  there  are  but  nine.  In  1837 
32,680,  27-109  gallons  of  first  proof  domestic 
spirits  were  inspected  in  this  city;  and  in  1838, 
48,049,000,  100-88  gallons,  being  14,633,000  gallons 
less  the  last,  than  in  the  preceding  year,  or  a falling 
off  of  more  than  33  per  cent,  and  greater  than  dou- 
ble the  decrease  of  any  previous  year. 

In  the  importations  of  distilled  liquor  into  the  port 
of  New  York  the  last  year,  there  was  also  a decrease 
of  25  per  cent.  And  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  latest  returns  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  1837,  there  wasadecrease  of  1,285,084 
gallons  of  wine,  as  compared  with  the  importations 
of  1836. 

A DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  PERSON  Of  JESUS 

Christ.  As  it  was  found  in  an  ancient  manuscript 
sent  by  Publius  Lentuius,  president  of  Judea,  to  the 
senate  of  Rome: 

There  lives  at  this  time  in  Judea,  a man  of  sin- 
gular character,  whose  name  is  Jesus  Christ.  The 
barbarians  esteem  him  a prophet,  but  his  followers 
adore  him  as  the  immediate  offspring  of  the  immor- 
tal God.  He  is  endowed  with  such  unparalleled 
virtue  as  to  call  back  the  dead  from  their  graves, 
and  to  heal  every  disease  with  a word  or  touch. — 
His  person  is  tall  and  elegantly  shaped, — his  aspect 
amiable,  reverend.  His  hair  flows  in  those  beauti- 
ful shades  which  no  united  colors  can  match,  fall- 
ing iiito  graceful  curls  below  his  ears,  agreeably 
couching  on  his  shoulders,  and  parting  on  the 
crowm  of  his  head,  like  the  head  dress  of  the  sect  of 
Nazarites.  His  forehead  is  smooth  and  large,  his 
cheek  without  spot,  of  save  that  of  a lovely  red;  his 
nose  and  mouth  are  formed  with  exquisite  syme- 
try,  his  beard  is  thick  and  suitable  to  the  hair  of  his 
head,  reaching  a little  below  the  chin,  and  parting 
in  the  middle  like  a fork,  his  eyes  are  bright,  clear 
and  serene.  He  rebukes  with  majesty,  counsel 
with  mildness,  and  invites  with  the  most  tender 
and  persuasive  language.  His  whole  address 
whether  in  word  or  deed,  being  elegant,  grave  and 
strictly  characteristic  of  so  exalted  a being!  No 
man  has  seen  him  laugh;  but  Ihe  whole  world  be- 
hold him  weep  frequently;  and  so  persuasive  are 
his  tears  no  one  can  refrain  from  joining  in  sympa- 
thy with  him.  He  is  very  modest,  temperate  and 
wise.  In  short,  whatever  this  phenomenon  may 
turn  out  in  the  end,  he  seems  at  present  a man  for 
excellent  beauty  and  divine  perfections,  every  way 
surpassing  the  children  of  men. 


Total  of  expenditures,  $122,000,000 

The  public  debt  of  Russia,  in  1834,  amounted  to 
496,472,655  Prussian  dollars. 

The  public  debt  of  Prussia  is  about  one-third  of 
this  sum;  that  of  Austria  is  $100,000,000  greater; 
that  of  France  three  times  as  large;  and  that  of 
England  ten  times  greater.  [Globe. 

Foreign  postage.  Mr.  Vansant,  the  postmas- 
ter ot  the  city  of  Baltimore,  has  addressed  letters 
to  the  postmaster  at  New  York,  and  to  the  agents 
of  the  Transatlantic  steam  ship  company,  of°that 
city,  on  the  subject  of  the  postage  on  foreign  let- 
ters, and  of  the  complaints  which  have  arisen  in 
this  country  of  the  exaction,  in  England  of  postage 
on  letters  to  the  continent,  which  had  already  been 
paid  in  the  United  States.  The  difficulty  which 
caused  these  complaints,  arose,  as  heretofore  stat- 
ed, from  the  usage  which  had  existed  in  the  New 
York  post  office,  of  putting  the  letters  on  which 
the  foreign  postage  had  been  thus  paid,  into  the  ge- 
neral letter  bag  made  up  for  the  steamships,  instead 
of  keeping  them  separate. 

From  the  letters  of  the  New  York  postmaster  and 
steamship  agency,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Van3ant,  we  ob- 
serve that  measures  have  been  adopted  which  will 
prevent  difficulty  or  complaint  on  this  subject  in 
future.  The  agents  have  simplified  the  tarilf  of 
foreign  postages,  by  charging  one  dollar  on  all  (sin- 
gle) letters  to  the  continent,  for  which  includes  the 
steamship  postage,  and  the  British  inland  postage. 
And  the  letters  on  which  the  postage  to  the  coifli- 
nent  has  thus  been  paid  in  advance  here,  will  hence- 


*  The  Prussian  dollur  is  worth  about  eighty-four  cents. 


The  colossal  statues  of  Christ  and  ti-ie 
twelve  apostles,  executed  by  Thorwaldsen  for 
the  Cathedral  of  Notre  Dame  at  Copenhagen,  have 
been  opened  to  public  view  in  that  church,  with 
great  ceremony,  in  the  presence  of  the  king  and 
queen,  and  royal  family,  and  the  great  officers  of  the 
state.  Two  baptismal  fonts  in  the  form  of  angels 
holding  vases,  also  executed  by  the  great  sculptor, 
have  been  placed  in  the  same  edifice.  Thorwaldsen 
himself  was  one  of  the  sponsors  for  the  first  infant 
christened  at  them,  the  child  of  the  Danish  sculptor 
Freund,  his  old  pupil  at  Rome. 

Marriages  in  Friends’  meeting.  The  man- 
ner of  accomplishing  marriages  as  adopted  by  the 
religious  society  of  Friends,  appears  to  gain  popu- 
larity, as  was  evinced,  on  the  I2th  inst.  by  the  very 
large  and  respectable  audience  which  crowded  the 
meeting  house  of  that  society  in  this  city,  on  which 
occasion  two  amiable  and  accomplished  daughters, 
one  of  a rich  chandler,  and  the  other  of  a respecta- 
ble builder,  entered  into  that  solemn  and  interesting 
relation,  the  marriage  covenant.  Before  the  time 
appointed  for  the  meeting,  the  galleries  and  every 
avenue  loading  to  them  were  literally  packed  with 
the  beauty,  intelligence  and  fashion  of  the  city. 
The  interest  of  the  meeting  was  very  materially 
enhanced  by  the  company  of  that  highly  gifted  mi- 
nister, Joseph  John  Gurney,  from  England,  who  in 
a very  interesting  and  eloquent  manner  explained 
the  nature  of  that  divine  institution,  referring  to 
tile  sanction  it  received  from  the  Saviour  of  men  on 
that  memorable  occasion  when  the  water  was  turn- 
ed into  wine.  When  he  concluded  his  discourse, 
the  candidates  for  the  nuptials  stood  up,  and  taking 


each  other  by  the  hand,  promised,  through  divine 
assistance,  to  be  loving  and  affectionate  to  each 
other  till  separated  by  death.  The  certificates  of 
marriage  were  then  read,  being  elegantly  engrossed 
on  two  large  sheets  ol  vellum,  and  a very  appropri- 
ate prayer  delivered  by  the  Friend  before  referred 
to,  when,  after  a short  pause,  the  meeting  separat- 
ed, apparently  highly  gratified  with  the  proceed- 
lnSs-  [N.  Y.  Whig. 

The  blood  of  the  Yankee  women.  The 
true  Yankee  blood  of  the  Down  East  women  is 
strongly  illustrated  in  the  following  paragraphs: 

We  have  just  heard  an  incident  which  shows 
how  fully  our  whole  population,  women  as  well  as 
men,  enter  into  the  spirit  of  resistance  to  the  claims 
of  the  British  over  a part  of  our  territory.  Amon"- 
the  troops  now  in  this  town  from  Oxford  county  are 
four  sous  ot  a widow.  As  they  were  preparing  to 
^ march  last  week,  taking  leave  of  their  mother,  one 
of  them  a3ked  her  how  she  felt  about  it.  She  re- 
plied, 

“I  feel  my  sons,  that  I wish  I had  half  a dozen 
more  to  go.” 

The  sons  of  such  a mother  will  receive  no  wounds 
in  the  back.  [Kennebec  Journal. 

A lady  in  this  village  remarked  that  she  felt  as 
keenly  as  a mother  could  the  absence  of  her  son 
who  had  gone  a soldier  to  the  Aroostook,  but  with 
all  her  anxiety  she  would  rather  he  would  be  shot 
than  tn  have  him  return  a disgraced  coward. 

Another.  A woman  in  this  vicinity  was  inquired 
of  by  her  husband  if  she  was  willing  he  should  o-0 
into  the  service  of  the  state.  She  asked  if  his  coun- 
try desired  his  services.  He  replied  yes,  men  are 
called  for  to  defend  the  soil  against  foreign  agres- 
sion. Well  then,  says  she,  go,  if  you  have  courage 
to  fight  like  a man,  but  if  you  think  you  have  not 
lot  me  have  your  clothes  and  I’ll  go. 


An  old  house.  One  of  the  oldest  houses  in 
Salem,  known  as  the  Henfield  house,  was  taken 
down  during  the  past  week,  for  the  passage  of  the 
rail  road  across  the  city.  It  is  supposed  to  have 

been  erected  and  occupied  by  its  first  proprietor 

The  huge  beams  of  red  oak  appeared  to  be  as  sound 
as  though  lately  hewn.  It  was  formerly  the  Man- 
sion of  Hilliard  Veren,  (says  the  Register),  a mer- 
chant, and  for  some  years  clerk  of  the  county  court 
and  collector  of  the  customs.  He  was  born  in 
1620  and  died  in  1683,  at  the  age  of  63. 

[Newburyporf.  Herald. 


LATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 

From  ihe  N.  Y.  American. 

The  packet  ship  Cambridge,  captain  Bursley,  ar- 
rived yesterday  from  Liverpool  having  sailed  on  the 
21st  of  May.  She  brings  intelligence  three  days 
later  than  the  Great  Western;  but  as  one  of  the  days 
was  Sunday,  ihe  commercial  news  presents  no  verv 
different  aspect.  Nothing  of  political  importance 
had  transpired.  The  cotton  market  was  still  very 
dull,  with  a very  slight  decline  of  prices.  The' 
money  market  in  London  was  “tight,”  but  English 
Kinds  continued  firm.  The  chartists  persisted  in 
their  illegal  meeting  in  spite  of  (he  queen’s  procla- 
mation. 1 


Accounts  from  France  are  no  later  than  were 
brought  by  the  Rhone.  Paris  was  quite  although 
arrests  were  daily  taking  place.  We  annex  extracts 
d 1S1  PaP2rs  to  interest  our  rea- 


r - r LajHdin  raimer,  ar- 

11  ye/1  at  Liverpool  from  New  York  on  the  ]8lh 
with  New  York  papers  to  April  26th,  three  days 
later  than  those  previously  received  bv  the  Great 
Western.  J 

The  queen’s  troops  in  Spain  have  gained  some  ad- 
vantage over  the  Carlists. 

Twenty  fishermen  lost  their  lives  from  Mount’s 
bay  hs.ung  boais  during  a recent  gale. 

A new  ship  ot  110  guns,  called  (he  queen  was 
launched  at  Portsmouth  on  (he  15th.  Tonnage  3 099 
Length  ot  gun-deck  204  feet. 

An  extensive  fire  took  place  on  Fridav  night  in 
Messrs.  Hudson  & Bottom’s  lace  mills,  when  pro- 
perty exceeding  2,0001.  in  value  was  destroyed  — 
1 lie  stock  and  premises  are  insured. 

[Nottingham  Jour. 

Birmingham,  May  19.  After  I sent  off  my  ac- 
count on  Friday  evening,  a very  large  assemblage 
of  the  people  took  place  in  Smithfield,  and,  were 
addressed  by  Dr  Taylor  and  otherspeakers.  Find- 
ing that  fi  e police  and  military  were  sufficienllu- 
strong  and  willing  to  suppress  any  attempt  at  out- 
rage,  the  agitators  advised  the  people  to  respect 
“peace  law,  and  order,”  and  iu^bedience  to  this 
^lv.ce  be  mob  qu.etiy  separated  about  10  o’clock. 
Yesterday  the  tovvn  resumed  its  wonted  character: 
the  inflated  and  feverish  feeling  which  on  Friday 
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appeared  to  pervade  all  classes  had  completely  sub- 
sided, and  no  meeting  was  held  in  the  evening. 
This  (Sunday)  morning,  however,  a mob  has  again 
assembled  at  Holloway  Head,  but  the  principal  local 
agitators  being  for  the  present  silenced,  the  attend- 
ance is  very  small;  the  majority  consists  of  mere 
Sunday  idlers.  It  is  understood  that  the  great  “si- 
multaneous meeting,”  as  it  is  called,  is  to  take 
place  at  Holloway  Head,  but  as  yet  no  notice  has 
made  its  appearance  on  the  walls.  The  convention 
adjourned  on  Friday  until  the  1st  of  July,  when,  it 
will,  the  “rent”  permitting,  resume  its  sitting  in 
Birmingham.  The  additional  military  recently  ar- 
rived still  remain  at  the  barracks,  and  it  is  supposed 
they  will  continue  here  until  fears  of  an  outbreak 
are  completely  removed.  There  is  no  question  but 
the  vigor  of  the  magistrates,  and  the  presence  of  ade- 
quate military  aid  have  prevented  commotion,  and 
abolished  the  "expressed  determination  of  the  char- 
tists. 

London,  Saturday  evening.  May  18.  The  Eng- 
lish stock  market  has  been  extremely  quiet  all  day, 
and  the  prices  of  the  funds  remain  with  scarcely  any 
variation.  Consols  were  93  1-8  for  money,  and  93§ 
to  i for  account.  Bank  stock  195  to  6;  India  stock, 
255  to  6;  exchequer  bills,  32s.  to  34s.  premium. 

In  the  foreign  house,  a further  slight  improve- 
ment in  the  quotations  of  the  non-dividend  paying 
loans,  both  European  and  Spanish  American,  may 
be  noted. 

The  share  market  was  in  a depressed  state,  and 
the  reports  from  Liverpool  show  an  uneasy  feeling 
there  in  the  share,  the  same  as  the  cotton  market. 
Scarecly  any  business  was  done  in  railway  shares 
to-day,  and  the  prices  may  be  considered  as  mere- 
ly nominal. 

The  Times  of  Friday  evening.  May  17,  says: 

There  is  nothing  adverse  hitherto,  but  the  contra- 
ry, in  the  working  of  the  bank  resolution  of  yester- 
day for  an  advance  in  the  rate  of  interest  on  dis- 
counts to  5 per  cent.  The  principal  money  dealers 
have  been  willing  to  lend  to-day  below  that  rate, 
that  is,  at  per  cent,  and  accommodation  general- 
1,- has  been  more  free  than  it  was  before.  A slight 
i iprovement  may  be  noted  in  the  money  rates  of 
f.msols,  which  closed  at  93g  to^,  both  for  money  and 
account.  For  the  July  account  the  quotations  were 
93  1-2  to  f;  bank  stock  was  195  to  196;  Indian  stock 
255  to  256;  exchequer  bills,  32s.  to  34s.  premium. 

Business  in  the  foreign  house  was  rather  more 
animated,  and  in  several  of  those  stocks  upon  which 
no  dividends  are  paid,  the  quotations  are  a shade 
higher. 

From  the  Courier  of  Mondaj7,  the  20th,  we  ex- 
tract the  following  remarks  on  the  transactions  of 
Saturday,  the  ISth. 

There  lias  been  no  particular  demand  for  money 
to-day,  and  as  there  has  been  very  little  business 
transacted  in  the  English  stock  market,  the  quota- 
tions are  consequently  nearly  the  same  as  yesterday. 
Consols  left  off  at  93j  for  money,  and  94|  to  i for 
the  account;  new  three  and  a half  percents.  100J 
to  |;  exchequer  bills  32s.  to  34s  prem.  bank  stock 
195  to  196,  and  India  stock  255  to  256. 

In  the  foreign  market  there  was  more  animation, 
and  some  of  the  different  securities,  which  have 
undergone  depreciation  within  the  last  few  days,  in 
consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  money  and  other 
causes,  have  improved  in  appearance,  and  are  quot- 
ed higher. 

From  the  London  Morning  Chronicle  May  20. 

There  is  no  abatement  in  the  pressure  for  money, 
or  in  the  rates  of  commercial  discounts.  This 
“tightness,”  as  it  is  termed  in  the  money  market, 
appears  to  have  arisen  from  a combination  of  cir- 
cumstances, of  which  one  must  be  decidedly  the 
late  adverse  state  of  the  continental  exchanges,  and 
another  the  late  and  existing  political  agitation 
which  has  prevailed  almost  throughout  the  country, 
circumstances  of  themselves  sufficiently  important 
to  render  every  portion  of  the  banking  and  mone- 
tary interests  extremely  cautious— to  these  it  may 
be  added  that  it  i3  pretty  well  understood  that  the 
late  heavy  speculations  in  cotton  and  grain  have  not 
turned  out  so  favorably  as  the  speculators,  without 
doubt,  fully  anticipated.  This  circumstance  has,  of 
course,  rendered  not  only  the  Bank  of  England, 
but  the  banking  interests  generally,  rather  shy  of 
the  bills  drawn  against  these  speculations,  which  at 
present  inundate  the  discount  market;  therefore,  for 
a while,  little  or  no  alteration  in  the  value  of  mo- 
ney can  be  anticipated. 

The  British  funds  continue  very  firm,  particular- 
ly so  when  it  is  considered  that  large  sales  of  money 
stock  have  been  made  during  the  past  week,  and 
that  the  country  is  far  from  being  in  a quiet  position. 
Consols  closed  to-day  at  93  1-8  a 1-4  money  and  ac- 
count, and  for  the  July  account  some  few  bargains 
have  been  done  at  93  3-8.  The  three  and  a half  per 
cent,  reduced  annulies,  are  99  1-2  a 5-8;  and  the 
new  three  and  a half  per  cent.  100  3-4  a 78.  Bank 


stock  is  195  3-4;  and  India  stock  256  money.  The 
premium  upon  exchequer  bills  remains  at  32  a 34; 
on  India  bonds  it  is  35  a 37. 

The  dealings  in  the  peninsular  bonds  to-day  have 
been  so  limited,  that  the  quotations  are  merely  no- 
minal; in  the  transatlantic  bonds  there  has,  how- 
ever, been  a little  jobbing,  which  has  caused  a 
slight  improvement  in  some  of  them. 

The  railway  share  market  still  betrays  symptoms 
of  giving  way. 

From  the  Liverpool  Albion  of  May  21. 

State  of  trade  at  Manchester.  Although  it  is  im- 
possible to  announce  any  actual  revival  in  the  de- 
mand for  manufactured  goods  generally,  yet  it  is  sa- 
tisfactory to  know  that  in  those  branches  in  which 
the  stagnation  has  been  most  severely  felt,  the  only 
safe  and  certain  curative  process  is  in  operation. 
Short  time  and  a diminution  of  production  can  alone 
restore  the  equilibrium  so  violently  shaken  by  the 
events  of  1837.  And  so  prudently  have  the  manu- 
facturers prepared  for  such  a necessity,  that  we  now 
see  it  acted  on  with  little  inconvenience  to  any  par- 
ty, and  without  anjr  of  those  disastrous  and  danger- 
ous results  which  have  formerly  attended  sudden 
and  unforeseen  movements  of  a similar  character. 

The  drain  upon  the  saving  banks  has  passed  its 
climax,  and  the  claims  upon  the  poor  rates  have  not 
risen,  and  show  no  tendency  to  rise,  beyond  the  or- 
dinary and  accustomed  amount.  So  perfectly  or- 
derly are  our  town  population,  that  one  of  our  most 
crowded  and  poverty  stricken  districts  did  not  fur- 
nish one  single  delinquent  to  the  watch  on  Saturday 
night  last.  These  facts  all  tend  to  prove,  that,  on 
the  whole,  the  state  of  the  labor  market  is  not  so 
bad  as  the  depression  in  some  branches  of  trade  and 
manufacture  might  lead  us  to  conclude,  and  that 
there  is  no  reason  to  despair  for  the  general  resources 
of  the  country.  Tiie  depression  which  we  expe- 
rience is  not  confined  to  us,  but  is  lelt  with  at  least 
equal  seventy  in  every  market  to  which  the  shock 
of  1837  extended.  The  manufactories  at  Ghent 
and  the  neighborhood  are  all  in  the  same  situations 
as  our  own  establishments  in  Lancashire;  only  two 
or  three  are  working  full  time,  all  the  others  are 
working  only  half  time. 

Liverpool,  Friday  May  17. 

Cotton  market.  The  same  circumstances  which 
have  influenced  the  market  for  some  weeks  past 
continue  to  govern  it;  nor  do  we  look  for  any  ame- 
lioration but  in  the  removal  of  the  depression  which 
hangs  over  the  manufacturing  interests.  The  de- 
mand has  been  very  moderate,  and  the  transactions 
in  accordance  thereto,  being  divided  into  numerous 
small  portions,  evidently  carrying  out  the  existing 
principle  of  buying  only  what  necessity  absolutely 
requires — there  is  no  apparent  inclination  on  the 
part  of  the  consumer  to  increase  his  stock;  and  on 
the  other  hand  the  importers  seem  as  little  disposed, 
under  present  circumstances,  to  meet  the  market. 
Prices  are  now  lower  this  week,  save  for  Egyptian 
and  Brazil  l-4d.  per  lb.  Exporters  have  taken  200 
bales  of  American  and  100  Maranham.  The  sales 
to-day  are  about  1,500.  The  import  this  week  is 
12,229  bags,  and  the  sales  are  7,650  bags,  including 
50  Sea  Island  at  23  a 30;  10  stained  do.  19  1-2; 
2,640  Upland  3 1-2  a 9;  2,250  New  Orleans  7 1-2  a 
11;  1,280  Alabama,  &c.  7 1-4  a 9;  400  Pernembuco 
9 3-8  a 10  1-2;  250  Bania  and  Maceio  8 3-8  a 10; 
530  Maranham  8 1 4 a 9 3-4. 

The  sales  on  the  18th  (Saturday)  were  1,200 
bales  at  previous  prices. 

Decrease  of  import  this  year,  compared  with  the 


same  date  last  year,  252,677 

Decrease  of  stock,  9,800 

Decrease  of  quantity  taken  for  consumption,  155,100 
Computed  stocks. 

May  17,  1839,  310,400 

Same  period,  1838,  320,200 


May  20th.  Nothing  has  occurred  in  the  market 
since  Friday  that  requires  particular  comment,  the 
trade  still  continuing  to  purchase  in  the  same  limit- 
ed proportion  as  before.  The  sales  to-day  and  on 
Saturday  will  not  exceed  2,000  bales,  without  varia- 
tion in  prices. 

FRANCE. 

M.  Pontois,  the  French  minister  to  the  United 
States,  had  arrived  at  Paris. 

Paris,  May  17 — half  past  3,  P.  M.  Five  per 
cents,  111 f.  30c.  three  per  cents,  81f.  50c.  bank  ac- 
tions, 2,710f. 

Paris  papers  to  May  18th,  say  that  the  new  mi- 
nistry were  displaying  vast  solicitude  to  conciliate 
the  liberal  opposition.  The  brother  of  M.  Odillon 
Barrot  had  not  only  been  appointed  to  a lucrative 
place,  but  M.  Dupont,  (de  l’Eure),  was,  it  was  said, 
about  being  raised  to  the  bench  of  the  court  of  cas- 
sation. 

The  general  impression  was,  that  ministers  would 
be  able  to  maintain  themselves  in  office. 

There  are  some  further  minor  details  in  these 
journals  of  the  events  of  the  12th  and  13th  inst.  but 


none  requiring  special  notice.  Several  new  arrests 
have  taken  place,  and  many  additional  warrants  had 
been  issued.  It  was  not  certain  that  the  minister  of 
war  would,  as  he  threatened,  dissolve  the  Polytech- 
nic school,  for  having,  in  the  terms  which  our  read- 
ers have  already  read,  contradicted  the  Journal  defl 
Debats  in  its  statement  that  three  insurgents  had 
been  killed  by  the  students  of  the  Ecole  Polytecnique. 

Business  in  Paris  had  naturally  suffered  from  the 
disturbances  of  the  early  part  of  last  week.  Fail- 
ures among  the  small  classes  of  traders  were  still  la- 
mentably frequent.  Respecting  the  superior  order 
of  houses  of  business,  however,  confidence  was  fast 
restoring. 

The  weather  had  become  fine  in  Paris,  but  the 
frosts  on  Monday  and  Thursday  nights  had  done  ir- 
reparable and  most  extensive  injury  to  the  vines  in 
the  vicinity  of  that  capital.  Even  the  leaves  of  the 
oaks  suffered  from  it. 

Prince  Napoleon  Louis  Bonaparte  has  sent  a let- 
ter to  the  newspapers,  denying  that  he  is  in  any  way 
responsible  for  the  insurrection  in  Paris.  The  prince 
says:  “The  intelligence  of  the  bloody  scenes  which 
took  place  has  caused  me  as  much  surprise  as  grief. 
If  I were  the  soul  of  a plot,  I would  also  be  the  chief 
actor  in  it  on  the  day  of  danger;  nor  would  I shrink 
back  after  a defeat.” 

SPAIN. 

Advices  from  Madrid  to  May  11th,  announce 
another  change  of  the  ministry.  It  was  rumored  on 
the  evening  of  that  day,  that  the  ministry  would  be 
definitely  constituted  as  follows:  M.  Perez  de  Castro, 
president  of  the  council,  and  minister  of  foreign  af- 
fairs; general  Alaix,  minister  of  war;  general  Vigo- 
det,  of  marine;  M.  Diego  Entreno,  of  the  interior; 
M.  Arrazola,  of  justice;  and  M.  Ismenez,  of  finance. 

The  reports  of  the  victories  of  the  Christino  ar- 
mies had  imparted  some  activity  to  the  business  on 
the  Bourse. 

A good  harvest  was  expected,  which  anticipation 
had  reduced  the  price  of  corn. 

London,  May  20.  Letters  from  Bayonne  of  the 
13th  inst.  bring  intelligence  from  Durango  of  the 
11th,  and  from  Manzanera  of  the  9th.  A bulletin, 
published  by  the  Carlist  general  Maroto,  at  his  head 
quarters  of  Manzanera,  states  that  on  the  8th,  five 
of  the  six  pieces  of  artillery  which  lined  the  ram- 
parts of  Guardamino  having  burst  after  the  first  shots 
were  fired,  occasioned  the  death  of  15  soldiers  and 
2 officers,  and  set  on  fire  and  blew  up  a depot  of 
gunpowder  and  hand  grenades  in  the  first.  Owing 
to  this  accident  it  could  no  longer  protect  the  fortifi- 
ed houses  of  Ramales,  and  yet  the  garrison  of  the 
latter,  consisting  of  150  men,  defended  them  brave- 
ly, until  108,  including  their  commander,  had  been 
either  killed  or  wounded. 

Letters  from  Bayonne  of  the  15th,  confirm  the 
account  of  the  taking  of  Guardamino,  on  the  12th, 
by  general  Espartero.  One  report  stated  that  the 
garrison  consisting  of  300  men,  had  capitulated  and 
been  made  prisoners  of  war. 

The  occupation  of  Guardamino  would,  it  was 
thought,  be  soon  followed  by  that  of  Balmaseda,  in 
which  case  general  Espartero  would  gain  possession 
of  the  whole  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  of  the 
high  road  leading  from  Orduna  to  Biboa.  Durango 
and  a great  portion  of  Biscay  would,  in  consequence, 
soon  return  under  the  domination  of  the  queen. 

General  Leon,  (queen’s  party),  was  displaying 
the  utmost  activity  in  Navarre,  first  advancing  on 
one  point,  sometimes  on  another,  of  the  line  of  La 
Solana,  and  continually  keeping  Elio  in  check.  He 
entered  Los  Arcos  on  the  10th,  and  on  the  12th  a 
warm  action  took  place  between  him  and  Joachim 
Elio,  commandant  of  the  Carlists.  It  would  seem 
that  the  latter  was  defeated,  notwithstanding  the 
succors  which  he  received  during  the  action. 

On  the  13th  some  severe  fighting  look  place  about 
a league  from  Estella.  Nearly  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  had  fled  to  the  mountains.  If  Leon  con- 
tinued to  obtain  the  advantage,  Estella  would  be 
captured,  and  probably  destroyed. 

By  a decree  of  the  29th  ult.  Don  Carlos  revoked 
an  order  of  the  29th  of  December  last,  prescribing 
the  expulsion  of  the  Christino  families  residing 
within  the  northern  provinces,  in  retaliation  for  a 
measure  of  the  same  kind  enforced  by  general  Es- 
partero against  the  Carlist  families  inhabiting  the 
different  towns  occupied  by  his  troops. 

GREECE. 

Private  letters  from  Athens,  dated  the  29th  ult. 
received  in  Paris,  state  that  “the  English”  were 
once  more  becoming  highly  popular  and  influential. 
Great  dissatisfaction  pervaded  the  country.  An  at- 
tempt at  insurrection  took  place  at  a place  called 
Cassany  a few  days  previously,  but  was  suppressed. 
Several  of  the  insurgents  were  made  prisoners,  and 
would  be  tried  by  courts  martial.  The  king  was, 
notwithstanding  the  failure  of  the  disaffected,  se- 
riously alarmed  for  his  throne  and  life. 
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EGYPT  AND  ARABIA. 

A letter  from  Alexandria,  dated  the  27th  of  April, 
denies  a report,  circulated  on  the  authority  of  the 
learned  M.  Jomard,  that  Mehemet  Ali,  intended 
abolishing  slavery  in  his  dominions.  The  pasha  has 
restored  to  liberty  a number  of  prisoners  taken  by 
his  troops  during  his  late  expedition  to  Fazoglou, 
but  merely  to  conciliate  the  natives  of  the  country. 
Slavery  would  appear  to  be  too  productive  a branch 
of  revenue  for  the  pasha  to  be  soon  suppressed,  “and 
in  fact,  at  no  former  period  were  the  bazaars  of  Alex- 
andria and  Cairo  so  encumbered  with  slaves  as  at 
the  present  moment.”  The  same  letter  states,  that 
the  English  troops  in  possession  of  Aden  were  deci- 
mated by  the  want  of  water  and  fresh  provisions, 
and  the  excessive  heat.  The  Arabs  kept  the  garri- 
son constantly  on  the  qui  vive,  and  the  Europeans 
who  had  the  misfortune  to  wander  any  distance  from 
the  ramparts  were  mercilessly  murdered. 

Paris,  May  16.  The  Eco  de  l' Orient  has  an  arti- 
cle from  Constantinople,  dated  April  22,  which  says: 
“It  is  affirmed  that  a detachment  of  Egyptian  troops, 
pursuing  some  Arab  deserters,  has  entered  the  Ot- 
toman territory,  which  it  has  thus  audaciously  vio- 
lated, notwithstanding  the  pacific  assurances  which 
Ibrahim  pasha  is  continually  giving.” 

SYRIA. 

A private  letter  from  Beirout,  dated  the  17th  of 
April,  corroborates  the  report  which,  on  Saturday, 
we  copied  from  the  Smyrna  Gazette,  that  the  troops 
of  Mehemet  Ali  had  marched  for  Bahrein,  in  the 
Persian  gulf. 


ARMY  AND  NAVY, 

From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 
GENERAL  ORDERS,  No.  33. 

Adj’t.  general's  office,  Washington,  June  11,  1839. 

The  following  instructions  have  been  received 
from  the  war  department,  relative  to  the  intercourse 
with  the  Indians,  which  are  published  for  the  guid- 
ance of  commanders  on  the  frontiers,  and  all  who 
may  be  concerned: 

War  Department,  June  8,  1839. 

“Sir:  Information  having  reached  this  depart- 
ment that  certain  evil  disposed  persons  frequent  the 
Indian  country,  for  the  purpose  of  enticing  the  In- 
dians to  play  at  games  of  hazzard,  and  thus,  by  the 
basest,  and  most  nefarious  means,  deprive  them  of 
their  property,  and  of  the  means  of  gaining  a com- 
fortable subsistence,  the  commissioner  of  Indian 
affairs  has  been  directed  to  instruct  the  proper  of- 
ficers of  his  department  to  proceed  forthwith  to  re- 
move all  such  persons  from  the  Indian  country,  and 
to  prevent  their  return  thereto. 

“These  officers  will  be  given  to  understand  that 
if,  in  the  execution  of  this  duty,  the  aid  of  the  mi- 
litary force  becomes  necessary,  the  employment  of 
which  in  such  manner  is  authorised  by  the  inter- 
course act  of  1834,  they  must  call  upon  the  com- 
manding officers  of  the  different  posts  in  that  quar- 
ter, for  such  force  as  will  enable  them  promptly  and 
effectually  to  carry  out  their  instructions.  And 
you  will  cause  orders  to  be  issued  to  the  command- 
ing officer  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the 
officers  of  the  Indian  department,  and  to  afford  them 
all  the  aid  and  co-operation  in  their  power.  Very 
respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Maj.  gen.  A.  Macomb,  commanding-in-chief.” 

By  order  of  maj.  gen.  Macomb: 

R.  Jones,  adj’t.  gen 

Medical  staff.  The  medical  board  for  the  ex- 
amination of  candidates  for  appointment  as  assist- 
ant surgeons  in  the  army,  which  adjourned  on  the 
14th  instant,  have  approved  the  following  persons: 

1.  James  W.  Russel,  N.  Y. 

2.  Henry  H.  Steiner,  Pa. 

3.  John  C.  Glen,  S.  C. 

4 Henry  E.  Cruttenden,  D.  C. 
i 5.  James  Simons,  S.  C. 

Before  the  same  board  examinations  were  held 
for  promotion  in  the  cases  of  assistant  surgeon  J.  J. 
B.  Wright  and  John  B.  Wells,  and  in  the  deferred 
case  of  surgeon  Burton  Randall,  all  of  whom  vvere 
approved. 

Before  another  board  subsequently  organized,  and 
which  adjourned  on  the  17th  inst.  examinations 
were  held  for  promotion  in  the  case  of  assistant 
surgeon  John  B.  Porter,  and  in  the  deferred  case 
ot  surgeon  H.  L.  Heiskell,  both  of  whom  were  ap- 
proved. 

Engineer  department,  Washington,  June  17,  1839. 
engineer  order,  No.  5. 

It  has  become  the  painful  duty  of  the  chief  en- 
gineer to  announce  to  the  corps  of  engineers  the 
death  of  a brother  officer,  captain  Wm.  A.  Eliason, 
who  expired  suddenly  at  Alexandria,  D.  C.  on  the 
morning  of  the  15th  inst. 

As  a testimonial  of  respect  for  the  deceased,  the 
officers  of  the  corps  and  those  of  the  military  aca- 


demy will  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for 
thirty  days.  JOS.  G.  TOTTEN, 

col.  and  chief  engineer. 

Better  news  from  Florida.  The  Alexandria  Ga- 
zette of  yesterday  contains  information  from  Flori- 
da, by  officers  of  the  United  States  army,  who  left 
there  six  days  ago.  It  is  stated  that  the  Indians  are 
coming  in  peaceably  from  every  quarter  and  that 
several  hundred  are  now  collected  at  Fort  King. 
The  most  confident  belief  is  entertained,  by  the 
officers  of  the  army,  that  the  war  is,  in  reality, 
ended.  A murder  was  committed  near  Picolata  a 
few  days  ago,  but  it  was  supposed  to  have  been  the 
work  of  a white  man  and  a negro. 

The  Indians  declared  their  determination  to  abide 
by  the  treaty,  and  their  actions  so  far  show  that  they 
are  in  earnest.  Whether  they  will  continue  in  this 
mind  no  one  can  say;  but  we  trust  that  the  anticipa- 
tions of  the  officers  of  the  army  may  all  be  realized, 
and  that  we  may  say,  at  last,  that  there  is  an  end  of 
the  Florida  war. 

The  Savannah  Georgian,  by  the  arrival  at  that 
city,  on  Thursday  night,  of  the  steamboat  Charles- 
ton, direct  from  Black  Creek,  has  information  from 
an  authentic  and  indisputable  source,  to  the  effect 
that  the  prospect  of  a permanent  peace  with  the  In- 
dians is  quite  favorable,  and,  indeed,  may  be  consi- 
dered as  fairly  settled. 

Within  the  last  few  days,  it  is  said,  that  many 
hundred  Indians  have  come  in  at  Fort  King,  friend- 
ly to  peace,  and  on  their  way  south,  in  fulfilment  of 
their  treaty  engagements.  They  daily  meet  the  ex- 
presses and  trains  on  ttie  road,  and  appear  perfectly 
assured  in  their  manner  of  the  favorable  change  in 
affairs,  intimating  as  little  disposition  to  molest 
others,  as  fear  of  being  molested. 

We  trust  that  these  favorable  anticipations  may 
be  fully  realized,  and  peace  and  security  be  once 
more  restored  to  the  people  of  Florida. 

There  came  as  passengers  in  the  Charleston — 
major  Fauntlery,  2d  dragoons,  capt.  Backus,  2d 
infantry,  and  lieuts.  Merit  and  Inge,  with  two  com- 
panies 2d  dragoons,  destined  for  Fort  Columbus, 
N.  Y. 

From  the  Philadelphia ■ National  Gazette. 

From  Florida.  St.  Augustine,  June  7,  1839.  I 
rejoice  to  apprise  you  of  the  extraordinary  success 
attending  the  negotiations  of  general  Macomb. 
The  Seminoles  are  eagerly  flocking  to  our  posts, 
and  in  obedience  to  the  general’s  directions  receive 
that  courtesy  and  attention  which  their  distinguish- 
ed prowess  and  individual  character  merits.  In- 
deed a scrupulous  jealousy  exists  for  the  palm  of 
the  closest  observance  of  the  general’s  views  in  this 
respect.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  posts  on  the 
upper  St.  Johns  seems  most  favored  by  the  Semi- 
noles,— perhaps  from  their  proximity  to  the  secret 
haunts. 

I have  before  me  a copy  of  an  extra  official  com- 
munication which  is  pregnant  with  interest.  It 
manifests  the  powerful  influence  of  the  general’s 
proposition  for  a cessation  of  hostilities  over  the 
entire  savage  country^and  confirms,  what  was 
heretofore  suspected,  the  melancholy  condition 
of  the  subsistance  department  of  the  Seminolian 
army. 

Fort , May  29, 1839. 

Sir:  By  the  interposition  of  Providence,  I have 
the  honor  to  report  the  most  satisfactory  results  at- 
tending the  issue  of  the  order  dated  12th  of  May. 
Fires  have  of  late  been  frequent  in  this  vicinity, 
which  indicate  the  approach  of  Indians  from  all 
directions.  Immediatcdy  after  my  men  returned 
with  their  horses  last  evening  from  grazing,  indis- 
tinctly frightful  noises  appeared  to  issue  from  a 
hammock  in  the  rear  of  our  defence.  I had  no  he- 
sitation in  ordering  one-third  of  my  command  con- 
sisting of  two  able  bodied  men,  to  remain  on  guard, 
lest  a surprise  might  be  anticipated.  The  sequel 
illustrated  my  sagacity.  About  two  o’clock  this 
morning  the  faithful  sentinel  who  was  posted  on  the 
left  curtain  of  the  work,  was  startled  by  a repe- 
tition of  the  noise,  which  he  immediately  commu- 
nicated to  the  sergeant  of  the  guard,  who  with- 
drew all  the  sentinels  in  order  to  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity to  those  who  might  feel  disposed  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  general  order. 

Having  awaited  with  breathless  anxiety  until 
daybreak,  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  discerning 
something  approaching  the  fort.  I ordered  the  gate 
thrown  open.  A canine  female,  apparently  in  dis- 
tress, came  voluntarily  in,  and  seemed  to  ask  pro- 
tection, which,  I need  scarcely  remark,  was  prompt- 
ly extended.  Quarters  were  furnished,  and  the  sub- 
sistence department  directed  to  issue  the  proper 
rations.  In  the  course  of  the  day  I had  the  inex- 
pressible pleasure  of  an  addition  of  eight  more  of 
the  same  tribe,  which  were  brought  in  and  deliver- 
ed by  the  aforesaid  female,  whose  Indian  name  we 
have  been  unable  to  learn,  and  therefore  christened 
her . 


In  continuation  permit  me  to  express  my  convic- 
tion that,  from  the  avidity  with  which  this  poor 
creature  received  our  bounty,  the  subsistance  de- 
pots of  our  late  enemy’s  army  have  been  considera- 
bly  reduced,  and  consequently,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, many  more  will  come  in. 

Returning  thanks  to  that  high  functionary  whose 
diplomatic  sagacity  has  showered  blessings  upon 
our  army,  and  for  the  benefits  derived  by  me,  indi- 
vidually, I remain,  with  exalted  consideration,  your 

obedient  servant,  

Captain,  commanding  post . 

To  , 

Commanding district,  Florida. 

Florida.  We  submit  without  comment  the  an- 
nexed taken  from  the  St.  Augustine  Herald  of  the 
29th  inst.  as  exhibiting  the  condition  of  things  in 
Florida. 

Herald  office,  June  20,  1839. 

Information  has  reached  us  that  a number  of  In- 
dians have  gone  in  at  Fort  King,  and  among  them, 
the  party  who  murdered  Brockenberry,  near  Picola- 
ta, a short  time  since. 

They  admitted  the  murder,  and  alleged  that  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  treaty  entered  into  with  gen. 
Macomb. 

Since  then,  however,  the  treaty  has  received  ano- 
ther bloody  seal.  Two  men  were  killed  at  a place 
called  Fort  Cross.  The  sixty  days  allowed  for  the 
Indians  to  go  south  have  not  expired.  It  is  said  a 
number  are  going  south,  but  it  is  suspected  it  is  for 
holding  the  “green  corn  dance,”  which  takes  place 
about  the  first  week  in  July  next. 

Murder  in  the  Indian  territory.  Captain  R.  D.  C. 
Collins,  United  States  army,  and  principal  disburs- 
ing agent,  writes  as  follows,  from  the  Choctaw- 
agency  to  the  editor  of  the  Arkansas  Gazette: 
“Two  men,  one  by  the  name  of  Crump,  the  other 
Backus,  both  from  Mississippi,  left  the  depot  at 
Boggy,  a few  days  since,  for  this  place.  They 
were  murdered  about  20  miles  from  where  they 
started.  Crump  had  a considerable  sum  of  money 
with  him.  A mule  which  they  led,  was  found  dead, 
a few  hundred  yards  from  where  Crump  lay  shot 
nearly  through  with  an  arrow,  such  as  is  used  by 
the  wild  Indians;  at  all  events,  not  such  as  either 
the  Choctaws,  Chickasaws  or  any  of  our  friendlv 
Indians  use.  There  was  also  found  a bow  near 
where  Backus  lay.  He  had  run  perhaps  two  hun- 
dred yards  and  was  tomahawked.” 

“The  only  hope  of  ascertaining  the  murderers 
is  from  the  bow  and  arrow  left.  There  are  a num- 
ber of  Kickapoos  and  Osages  hunting  on  Blue  and 
Washita.  There  is  some  suspicion  that  they  mav 
be  concerned.  The  affair  has  created  quite  an  ex- 
citement, and  rendered  the  traval  from  here  to  the 
depot  somewhat  precarious.” 

[St.  Louis  Republican. 

Navy.  Captain  Spencer.  Some  mention  has 
been  already  made  of  the  very  important  services 
rendered  to  American  citizens  at  Tampico,  by  cap- 
tain Spencer  of  the  United  States  sloop  of  war 
Warren,  at  the  central  forces  under  Arista.  It  af- 
fords us  much  pleasure  to  add  the  following  empha- 
tic testimonial  in  favor  of  that  gallant  officer,  which 
we  find  in  the  New  Orleans  Bee  of  the  19th  inst. 

United  States  sloop  of  war  Warren.  The  services 
rendered  by  the  presence  of  this  vessel  at  the  late 
critical  juncture  in  Tampico,  were  particularly  be- 
neficial to  the  protection  of  American  citizens. 
Much  American  property  that  was  jeoparded  by  the 
state  of  parties,  was  secured  to  the  rightful  owners 
through  the  unceasing  efforts  of  commodore  Spen- 
cer; and  when  our  citizens,  resident  at  Tampico, 
were  threatened  with  the  vengeance  of  government 
for  supposed  political  offences,  he  came  forward 
and  demanded  their  liberation  in  terms  that  could 
not  be  mistaken.  The  course  which  he  pursued  on 
this  occasion  tended  in  a great  measure  to  prevent 
bloodshed,  and  to  bring  about  a settlement  of  the 
existing  difficulties,  as  also  to  restore  the  trade 
which  had  been  so  much  interrupted  by  the  revolu- 
tion. 

LI.  Moore  and  the  Texian  navy.  Notwithstanding 
the  denial  of  the  Globe,  and  the  jesuitical  letter  of 
Lt.  Moore,  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  has  accepted 
command  of  the  Texian  navy,  and  takes  with  him 
between  twenty  and  thirty  of  the  young  officers  of 
our  navy  to  serve  in  subordinate  stations.  It  is 
also  understood  that  com.  T.  Ap.  C.  Jones  volun- 
teered for  this  command,  and  thatLt.  Moore  agreed 
to  serve  under  him.  But  the  services  of  the’ for- 
mer were  not  accepted  in  consequence  of  his  ad- 
vanced age.  Mr.  Moore  is  now  engaged  in  makin°- 
contracts  for  arms  and  munitions  of  war  for  the 
Texian  navy,  and  we  learn  that  the  majority  of  the 
crew  of  the  Boston,  in  which  vessel  he  returned 
from  the  West  Indies,  has  been  induced  to  pro- 
mise to  enter  the  Texian  navy.  [ Boston  Atlas. 
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REMINISCENCES. 

Genuine  copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Livingston, 
titular  governor  of  New  York,  to  his  excellency,  sir 
Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  dated  Elizabethtown,  N.  J. 
29th  March,  1779. 

Sik:  Alter  having  apologised  for  delaying  your 

and  Mr.  Frihiklin’s  dinner,  by  being  accidentally 
abroad  when  you  did  me  the  honor  a few  days  ago 
’ j send  colonel  Stirling  to  wait  upon  me  to  New 
York;  I beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  I am  pos- 
sessed of  the  most  authentic  proofs  of  a general  offi- 
cer under  your  command  having  offered  a large  sum 
of  money  to  an  inhabitant  of  this  state  to  assassinate 
me,  in  case  he  could  not  take  me  alive.  This  sir,  is 
so  repugnant  to  the  character  I have  hitherto  formed 
of  sir  Henry  Clinton,  that  I think  it  highly  improba- 
ble you  should  either  countenance,  connive  at,  or  be 
privy  to  a design  so  sanguinary  and  disgraceful. — 
Taking  it,  however,  for  granted,  that  you  are  a gen- 
tleman of  two  much  spirit  to  disown  anything  that 
you  think  proper  to  abet,  I give  you  this  opportu- 
nity of  disavowing  such  dark  proceedings,  if  under- 
taken without  your  approbation;  assuring  you  at  the 
same  time,  that  if  they  are  countenanced  by  you, 
your  person  is  more  in  my  power  than  I have  reason 
to  think  you  imagine.  I have  the  honor  to  be  your 
excellency’s  most  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON. 

Gen.  sir  Henry  Clinton. 

H18  EXCELLENCY’S  ANSWER. 

New  Yot/c,  April  10 th,  1779. 

Sir:  As  you  address  me  on  a grave  subject,  no 
less  than  life  and  death,  and  your  own  person  con- 
cerned, I condescend  to  answer  you,  but  must  not 
be  troubled  with  any  further  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Livingston.  Had  I a soul  capable  of  harboring 
so  infamous  an  idea  as  assassination,  you,  sir,  at 
least,  would  have  nothing  to  fear;  for  be  assured  I 
should  not  blacken  myself  with  so  foul  a crime  to 
obtain  so  trifling  an  end.  Sensible  of  the  power  you 
boast,  of  being  able  to  dispose  of  my  life  by  means 
of  intimates  of  yours,  ready  to  murder  at  your  com- 
mand, I can  only  congratulate  you  on  your  amiable 
connexions,  and  acknowledge  myself  your  most 
lmmble  servant,  H.  CLINTON. 

London,  July,  1799. 

List  of  his  majesty’s  ships  lost,  taken  or  destroy- 
ed, since  the  commencement  of  our  unfortunate  dis- 


pules. 

Ships’  names. 

Guns. 

Ships’  names. 

Guns. 

Augusta, 

64 

Merlin, 

IS 

Somerset, 

64 

Ceres, 

18 

Repulse, 

32 

Bute, 

18 

Juno, 

32 

Kingfisher, 

, 16 

Flora, 

32 

Pomona, 

16 

Lark, 

32 

Nautilus, 

16 

Orphelu3, 

32 

Zebra, 

16 

Minerva, 

32 

Cupid, 

16 

Arethusa, 

32 

Weasel, 

16 

Montreal, 

32 

Senegal, 

16 

Mermaid, 

28 

Pegasus, 

14 

Cerbeius, 

2S 

Spy, 

14 

Fox, 

28 

Alert, 

14 

Liverpool, 

28 

Drake, 

14 

Acteon, 

28 

Helena, 

14 

Syren, 

28 

Raven, 

14 

Active, 

28 

Swallow, 

14 

Vestal, 

20 

Otter, 

10 

Merc  ury, 

20 

Savage, 

10 

Lively, 

20 

Folkstone, 

10 

Besines  a number  of  armed  schooners. 

&c. 

The  following  is  the  translation  of  the  challenge 
sent  by  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  to  the  earl  of 
Carlisle,  and  the  earl’s  answer: 

October,  1779. 

To  the  earl  of  Carlisle : 

I did  not  hitherto  believe,  my  lord,  that  I ever 
should  have  occasion  to  meet  you  but  on  the  footing 
of  politeness,  except  at  the  head  of  the  troops  which 
we  respectively  command.  Your  letter  of  the  20th 
of  August,  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  insulting  expression  on  my  country,  which  you 
there  have  signed,  could  alone' have  given  me  cause 
to  quarrel  with  you.  I do  not  design  to  refute  the 
charge,  my  lord,  but  I desire  to  punish  it.  It  is  from 
you,  as  chiefof  the  commission,  that  I demand  a re- 
paration as  public  as  has  been  the  offence,  and  which 
must  give  the  lie  to  the  expression  you  have  used. 
I should  not  have  delayed  this  demand  so  long  if 
your  letter  had  reached  me  sooner.  My  occasions 
call  me  from  hence  for  a few  days,  but  on  my  re- 
turn, I hope  to  find  your  answer.  Mr.  Gimot,  a 
French  officer,  will  settle  the  time  and  place  of  our 
meeting  to  suit  your  conveniency.  I do  not  doubt 
but  that,  for  the  honor  of  his  compatriot,  general 
Clinton  will  attend  you  to  the  field.  As  to  me,  my 
lord,  it  is  indifferent  who  attends  you,  provided  that, 


to  the  glory  of  being  a Frenchman,  I join  that  of 
proving  to  a gentleman  of  your  country,  that  no  one 
dares  to  insult  mine  unpunished. 

LA  FAYETTE. 

To  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette: 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter,  transmitted  to 
me  by  Gimot,  and  I confess  I find  it  difficult  to  re- 
turn a serious  answer  to  its  contents.  The  otdy  one 
that  can  be  expected  from  me,  as  the  king’s  commis- 
sioner, and  which  you  ought  to  have  known,  is,  that 
I do  and  ever  shall  consider  myself  solely  responsi- 
ble to  my  country  and  king,  and  not  to  any  indivi- 
dual for  my  public  conduct  and  language.  As  for 
my  opinion  or  expressions  contained  in  any  publi- 
cations issued  under  the  commission  in  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be  named,  unless  they  are  retract- 
ed in  public,  you  may  be  assured,  I shall  never,  in 
any  change  of  situation,  be  disposed  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  them  much  less  recall  them,  in  private. 

The  injury  alluded  to  in  the  correspondence  of 
the  king’s  commissioners  to  the  congress,  I must 
remind  you,  is  not  of  a private  nature,  and  I conceive 
all  rational  disputes  will  be  best  decided  by  the 
meeting  of  admiral  Byron  and  count  D’Estaing. 

CARLISLE. 

New  York,  Oct.  11,  1779. 


SEIZURE  OF  FISHING  VESSELS. 

We  mentioned  on  Monday,  the  return  of  capt. 
Sturgis,  of  the  revenue  cutter  Hamilton,  from  Nova 
Scotia,  whither  he  had  been  sent  to  make  inquiries 
relative  to  the  seizure  of  fishing  vessels,  by  British 
cruizers.  The  following  report  from  the  consular 
agent  at  Yarmouth,  will  show  the  character  of  the 
cases  of  seizure  which  have  been  made,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings which  have  taken  place  upon  them. 

[ Boston  Patriot. 

Consulate  U.  S.  Yarmouth,  N.  S.  June  18,  1839. 
ToJosiah  Sturgis,  esq.  commander  of  the  American 
revenue  cutter  Hamilton. 

Sir:  At  your  request,  I enclose  to  you  an  abridg- 
ed statement  of  the  depositions  of  the  masters  and 
crews  of  the  four  American  fishing  schooners,  late- 
ly seized  by  the  commander  of  the  British  govern- 
ment vessel  “Victory,”  and  now  lying  detained  at 
this  port,  together  with  a succinct  account  of  my 
proceedings,  upon  the  application  to  me  lor  assist- 
ance by  the  masters  of  these  vessels. 

Upon  the  27th  day  of  May  last,  application  was 
made  to  me,  as  the  consular  agent  of  the  United 
States  at  this  port,  by  William  Burgess,  master  of 
the  American  fishing  schooner  “Independence,”  for 
advice  and  assistance,  under  the  following  circum- 
stances: On  Sunday,  the  2Gth  day  of  May  last,  while 
lying  at  anchor  at  ttie  Tuskel  islands,  near  the  coast 
of  this  province,  the  said  schooner  was  boarded,  and, 
with  her  cargo  and  papers,  seized  and  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  commander  and  part  of  the  crew  of  the 
British  government  vessel  “Victory,”  for  an  alleged 
infraction,  by  the  crew  of  the  “Independence,”  of 
the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  and  the  laws  of  this  province  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British  fisheries.  The  schooner  was 
brought  into  this  port,  stripped  of  her  sails,  and  part 
of  her  rigging,  and  the  master  and  crew  obliged  to 
leave  her.  Depositions  of  the  master,  William  Bur- 
gess, and  of  the  crew,  Benjamin  Sylvester,  Samuel 
C.  Mills,  Ezekiel  Burgess,  and  Samuel  Burgess,  all 
of  Vinalhaven,  in  the  state  of  Maine,  were  taken  to 
the  above  facts,  and  also  to  those  which  follow’. — 
They  deposed,  that  the  schooner  Independence,  of 
the  burthen  of  31  tons,  or  thereabouts,  and  belong- 
ing to  Vinalhaven,  was  fitted  out  and  cleared  from 
that  port,  on  a fishing  voyage  into  the  bay  ofFundy, 
on  the  10th  day  of  April  last,  and  that  they  continu- 
ed to  fish  in  the  bay,  never  at  any  time  at  a less  dis- 
tance from  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  than  15  miles, 
until  about  the  last  of  April,  of  the  present  year, 
when,  being  in  want  of  water,  and  it  blowing  very 
heavy,  they  stood  in  for  the  coast,  and  anchored  in  the 
Tusket  islands,  where  they  remained  about  twenty- 
four  hours.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  they  again 
put  to  sea,  and  remained  upon  the  fishing  ground 
until  the  25t.h  day  of  May  last,  when,  the  compass 
having  been  accidentally  broken,  and  there  being  no 
other  on  board,  they  again  stood  in  for  the  coast,  in- 
tending to  make  the  port  of  Yarmouth,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  the  compass  repaired,  and  of  procur- 
ing a supply  of  water;  but  the’  wind  being  adverse, 
and  very  violent,  and  the  weather  thick  and  hazy, 
they  were  unable  to  make  that  port,  and  were  ob- 
liged to  take  shelter  in  the  Tusket  islands  for  the 
night,  at  which  place  they  were  seized  the  next  day, 
as  before  mentioned.  Tile  master  and  crew  of  this 
vessel  deposed,  most  solemnly,  that  no  fish  of  any 
kind  or  description  had  been  taken  or  caught  by 
them  during  the  present  season,  or  since  their  de- 
parture from  port,  either  in  the  Tusket  islands,  or  at 
any  distance  nearer  to  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  oi 


of  any  of  fhe  British  possessions  in  North  America, 
than  15  miles;  and  that  at  no  one  time  did  they  re- 
main at  anchor  in  the  said  islands,  or  in  any  port  on 
the  coast,  for  a longer  space  than  twenty-four  hours. 
They,  however,  admitted  that,  at  the  earnest  solici- 
tation of  an  inhabitant  of  the  Tusket  islands,  whose 
name  was  to  them  unknown,  they  did,  for  one  night, 
lend  their  nets  to  him,  and  that  they  received  from 
him,  on  the  following  morning,  a few  herrings. — ■ 
This  occurred  but  once,  and  for  one  night  only,  they 
never  having  remained  in  the  islands  for  two  conse- 
cutive nights. 

The  master  of  the  American  fishing  schooner 
“Magnolio,”  seized  at  the  same  time  and  place,  de- 
posed in  substance  to  the  same  effect  as  the  forego- 
ing, except  that  they  had  not  lent  or  parted  with 
their  nets.  They  deny  most  positively  having  fish- 
ed or  attempted  to  take  or  catch  fish  within  15  miles 
of  the  coast  of  this  province  during  the  present  sea- 
son. The  Magnolio  is  of  the  burthen  of  37  tons,  or 
thereabouts,  belongs  to  Vinalhaven,  and  was  fitted 
out  and  cleared  from  that  port  on  a fishing  voyage 
into  the  bay  of  Fundy;  she  sailed  from  that  port  on 
the  26th  day  of  April  last,  and  was  twice  into  the 
Tusket  islands  for  shelter,  and  for  wood  and  water, 
during  the  present  season.  The  master’s  name  is 
George  Poole.  The  names  of  the  seamen  are  Wm. 
S.  Combs,  David  Lane  and  Samuel  Clarke,  all  re- 
siding at  or  near  Vinalhaven,  in  the  state  of  Maine. 

The  master  of  the  schooner  “Java”  acknowledged 
that  he  and  his  crew  had  taken  fish  in  the  islands, 
and  was  aware  that  the  fact  of  his  having  done  so 
could  be  proved  against  him.  Pie  therefore  declined 
to  make  any  effort  for  relief.  The  “Java”  was  fitted 
for  a fishing  voyage  into  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  be- 
longed to  Vinalhaven,  and  she  was  seized  at  the 
same  time  and  place  as  were  the  other  two  vessels 
before  mentioned.  Isaac  Burgess  was  master;  the 
crew  were  George  McFarlane,  Charles  J.  Perkins 
and  Thomas  McFarlane,  all  residing  at  or  near  Vi- 
nalhaven. 

A few  days  subsequent,  on  the  31st  day  of  May 
last,  another  application  was  made  to  me  by  James 
Turner,  the  master  of  the  American  fishing  boat 
“Hart,”  of  Deer  island,  in  the  state  of  Maine,  who 
deposed  that  his  boat  was  fitted  out  on  a fishing 
voyage  into  the  bay  ofFundy  about  the  last  of  April  of 
the  present  year,  that  they  had  frequently  been  into 
tile  Tusket  islands  to  seek  shelter,  and  to  obtain 
wood  and  water,  and  once  only  they  anchored  in 
this  port,  having  come  hither  for  the  purpose  of  hir- 
ing an  additional  hand — they  continued  to  fish  until 
the  30th  of  May  last,  when  being  at  anchor  in  the 
Tusket  islands,  the  vessel,  cargo  and  papers  were 
seized  and  taken  possession  of  by  the  commander  of 
the  “Victory,'’  who  brought  the  vessel  andcargointo 
this  port,  and  obliged  the  master  and  crew  to  leave 
her.  They  state  most  positively,  that  they  have  not 
since  their  departure  from  the  port  of  Vinalhaven, 
taken  or  caught  fish  of  any  kind  or  description, 
within  15  miles  of  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  of 
any  of  the  other  British  coasts,  nor  did  they  at  any 
one  time  remain  in  and  among  the  said  islands  for  a 
longer  space  of  time  than  24  hours.  They  state, 
however,  that  the  master  and  Hiram  Rich,  one  of  the 
crew  did  receive  from  Benjamin  Brown,  the  master 
of  a British  fishing  vessel  at  anchor  in  the  said  is- 
lands, about  two  barrels  of  herrings  given  to  them 
by  Brown  to  recompense  them  for  their  services  in 
assisling  him  for  one  night  at  his  request,  in  clear- 
ing his  nets  of  herrings,  and  in  salting  and  curing 
his  fish.  This  took  place  during  one  night  that  they 
came  into  the  island  for  wood  and  water.  This  state- 
ment is  corroborated  on  oath  by  Hiram  Rich  and 
Albert  Douglas3,  two  of  the  crew  of  this  boat,  and  by 

Power,  a resident  of  this  place,  the  additional 

hand  above  mentioned,  who  deposed  to  the  truth  of 
the  statement  of  the  master  and  crew  subsequent  to 
the  time  of  his  engagement  with  them,  before  which 
time  they  had  not  proceeded  to  fish  at  all. 

Benjamin  Brown,  a resident  ofYarmouth,  and  a 
person  of  much  respectability,  deposed,  that  he  first 
saw  this  vessel,  the  “Hart,”  in  the  Tusket  islands, 
on  the  first  of  May  last,  she  having  then  but  just  ar- 
rived, as  he  believes,  from  Deer  island,  and  not  hav- 
ing been  in  the  islands  before,  during  the  present 
season.  He  further  states,  that  afterwards,  file  boat 
frequently  came  into  the  islands,  at  times  when  the 
state  of  the  weather  was  such  that  the  safety  of  the 
vessel  and  crew  would  have  been  endangered  at  sea, 
and  at  other  times,  as  he  believed,  for  wood  and  wa- 
ter, having  frequently  observed  them  proceed  to  the 
shore,  and  bring  therefrom  a supply  of  these  necessa- 
ries. He  was,  to  the  best  of  his  belief,  aware  of  the 
boat’s  arrival,  whenever  she  came  into  the  islands, 
her  place  of  anchorage  being  close  to  his  vessel,  and 
he  says  that  the  boat  never  remained  in  the  said  is- 
lands at  one  time  for  a longer  space  than  24  hours. 
He  usually  witnessed  the  boat  get  under  weigh,  and 
she  always  stood  directly  out  to  sea.  He  had  fre- 
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quent  opportunities  of  observing  the  conduct  of  the 
master  and  crew  of  this  boat,  and  he  veiily  believes 
that  no  fish  of  any  kind  were  taken  by  them,  in  or 
near  to  the  said  islands,  subsequent  to  the  1st  of 
May,  the  date  of  his  arrival  there,  nor  does  he  be- 
lieve that  he  came  there  lor  the  purpose  of  fishing  or 
of  setting  nets,  and  that  had  they  done  so,  he  must 
have  been  aware  of  it,  as  the  boat  always  anchored 
close  to  his  vessel.  He  further  stated  that,  at  his 
request,  the  master  of  the  boat  and  one  of  the  crew 
named  Rich,  assisted  him  for  one  night  in  clearing 
his  nets  of  herrings  and  in  salting  his  fish,  for  which 
service  he  gave  them  two  and  a half  barrels  of  her- 
rings, and  that  lie  had  seen  the  nets  seized  on  board 
the  boat,  and  that  the  meshes  were  two  small  to  ad- 
mit of  the  taking  by  them  of  any  description  of  her- 
ring that  had  been  on  the  coast  during  the  present 
season. 

These  depositions  I enclosed  to  John  Morrow, 
esq.  United  States  consul  at  Halifax,  for  the  purpose 
of  using  them  to  assist  him  in  his  endeavois  to  ef- 
fect the  release  of  the  Magnolia,  Java  and  Hart,  un- 
der the  plea  of  their  having  been  seized  and  detain- 
ed on  insufficient  grounds. 

The  masters  of  these  three  last  named  vessels,  by 
my  advice,  proceeded  to  Halifax,  where  they  now 
are,  awaiting  the  decision  uf  the  government  officers 
there,  whether  they  shall  at  once  be  released,  or 
whether  they  will  be  obliged  to  contest  the  legality 
of  the  seizures  in  the  court  of  vice  admiralty  at  that 
place.  I have  received  no  information  from, thence, 
that  can  be  depended  upon,  as  to  the  probable  issue 
of  the  exertions  already  made,  and  now  making,  in 
behalf  of  the  owners  and  others  interested  in  these 
vessels. 

The  affidavits  which  have  been  made  to  substan- 
tiate the  legality  of  these  seizures  are,  first,  that  of 
John  McConnell,  of  this  place,  who  deposes  that  he 
did  see  the  crew  of  the  “Java,”  between  the  11th 
and  27th  days  of  May  last,  in  the  Tusket  islands, 
put  their  nets  into  the  boat  belonging  to  that  vessel, 
and  on  the  following  morning  he  saw  them  return 
with  a quantity  of  fish,  which  was  repeated  four  or 
five  times  during  the  above  mentioned  period,  and 
that  the  skipperof  the  “Java”  acknowledged  to  him, 
that  he  had  taken  fish  within  the  limits  prohibited — 
for  bait.  He  further  states,  that  on  Sunday,  the  26th 
ofMay  last,  he  saw  on  the  deck  of  the  “Java,”  then 
lying  at  the  Tusket  islands,  a quantity  of  gurry, 
which  the  crew  said  was  from  about  three  quintal  of 
fish,  caught  the  day  before,  and  that  he  saw  the 
master  and  crew  throw  the  same  overboard,  being 
then  about  2 miles  from  Jebness  point,  in  Yarmouth. 

2d.  The  same  person,  John  McConnell,  further 
deposed,  that  he  saw  the  “Magnolia”  about  two 
weeks  previously,  when  at  anchor  in  the  islands, 
send  her  boats  away  in  the  evening  with  nets,  and 
return  again  the  next  morning  with  fish,  which  also 
again  took  place  for  several  successive  days.  He 
further  stated,  that  the  crew  of  the  “Magnolia”  did 
about  the  same  time  acknowledge  that  they  were 
then  taking  fish  among  the  Tusket  islands,  and  had 
before  been  doing  the  same. 

3d.  David  McConnell,  of  Yarmouth,  made  oath 
that  the  skipper  of  the  American  schooner  “Inde- 
pendence,” acknowdedged  to  him  on  the  26th  day  of 
May,  that  he  had  hired  nets  belonging  to  that  schoon 
er  to  the  skipper  of  an  English  fishing  vessel  to  be 
set  by  him  on  shares. 

4th.  Jonathan  Baker,  of  Yarmouth,  deposed  that 
between  the  11th  and  IStli  days  ofMay  last,  he  saw’ 
the  crew  of  the  American  schooner  “Java,”  then  at 
anchor  in. the  Tusket  islands,  put  the  nets  out  of  tire 
schooner  into  the  boats  in  the  evenings  of  four  dif- 
ferent days,  leave  the  vessel,  and  return  in  the  morn- 
ings, with  the  nets  and  a quantity  of  herrings. 

5th.  Joseph  Darby,  commander  of  the  schooner 
Victory,  deposed  that  he  did  see  from  the  said  schoon- 
er Victory,  then  lying  in  the  Tusket  islands,  the 
crew  of  the  American  fishing  boat  “Hart,”  cleaning 
fish  on  board  of  that  vessel,  and  that  the  master  of 
the  “Hart”  acknowledged  to  him  that  he  did  about 
a week  previously  procure  from  Benjamin  Brown, 
two  barrels  of  fresh  herrings  for  bait. 

The  crew  ot  the  “Magnolia”  positively  deny  the 
truth  of  the  depositions  made  against  them,  and  they 
say  that  their  vessel  must  have  been  mistaken  for 
some  other.  The  crew  of  the  “Independence”  also 
deny  having  hired  their  nets,  and  it  is  probable  that 
the  acknowledgment  sworn  to  as  made  by  the  mas- 
ter, has  been  misunderstood  by  the  person  to  whom 
it  was  made,  the  real  admission  having  been  the 
lending  the  nets  to  an  inhabitant  of  the  Tusket  is- 
lands, as  is  mentioned  in  the  depositions  of  the  mas- 
ter and  crew  of  the  “Independence.”  I need  not 
remark  upon  the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  upon 
which  ^the  seizures  of  the  “Independence”  and 
“Hart”  have  been  made.  It  consists  entirely  of  ver- 
bal acknowledgments,  which  may  and  usually  are, 
misunderstood  or  misconstrued,  and  can  seldom  be 
correctly  repeated;  and,  indeed,  taking  for  granted 


that  the  admissions  sworn  to  have  been  made  by  the 
masters  of  these  vessels,  I cannot  understand  that 
they  amount  to  sufficient  evidence  to  authorise  a 
seizure. 

I may  observe  that  these  vessels  have  all  been  fit- 
ted out  on  shares — that  is,  each  man  on  board,  in 
lieu  of  wages,  receives  a share  of  fish  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  voyage.  This  circumstance  may  be 
of  importance,  as  it  may  effect  their  decision  in  the 
court  of  vice  admiralty. 

I have  at  present,  at  this  consulate,  two  destitute 
American  seamen  of  the  boat  “Hart,”  James  Rich 
and  Albert  Douglass,  who,  if  not  contrary  to  your 
instructions,  I have  to  request  that  you  will  receive 
on  board  the  cutter  Hamilton,  and  land  them  at  some 
convenient  port  in  the  United  States. 

The  crews  of  the  “Java,”  “Magnolia”  and  “In- 
dependence,” were  put  by  me  on  board  of  a British 
schooner,  the  master  of  which  landed  them  at  Cas- 
tine,  in  the  state  of  Maine.  They  were  in  a per- 
fectly destitute  condition,  the  provisions  and  stores 
of  the  vessels  having  been  seized.  I had,  therefore, 
to  provide  for  them  while  they  remained  in  this 
place,  and  to  find  them  a passage  to  the  United 
States.  I am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 
HENRY  GRANTHAM,  consular  agent 

for  the  U.  S.  for  the  port  of  Yarmouth,  ( N.  S.) 

SEIZURE  OF  AMERICAN  FISHERMEN. 

On  learning,  a short  time  since,  that  very  many  of 
our  fishing  vessels  had  been  seized  by  the  British 
authorities  in  Nova  Scotia,  during  the  present  sea- 
son, the  secretary  of  the  treasury  permitted  the  col- 
lector of  this  port  to  despatch  the  United  States  re- 
venue cutter  Hamilton  on  a cruise  to  Yarmouth  and 
its  vicinity,  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  such  sei- 
zures, and  to  report  the  names  of  vessels  and  their 
masters,  thus  detained  by  our  provincial  neighbors. 
Captain  Sturgis,  accompanied  by  col.  Barnes,  the 
naval  officer  of  this  port,  immediately  proceeded  to 
Yarmouth,  N.  S.  in  the  Hamilton,  and  thence  up  the 
bay  of  Fundy  to  Brier  island,  and  near  to  Digby. 
The  Hamilton  also  crossed  over  to  Mount  Desert,  in 
Maine,  where  she  landed  two  American  fishermen 
taken  on  board  at  Yarmouth.  Captain  Sturgis  has 
been  absent  but  nine  days  on  this  cruise,  having  sail- 
ed eight  hundred  miles,  and  encountered  much  heavy 
weather.  The  citizens  of  Yarmouth  returned  the 
salute  of  the  Hamilton,  and  treated  the  officers  with 
much  courtesy  and  kindness.  It  was  the  general 
opinion  of  the  people  of  Yarmouth,  that  many  of 
the  seizures  of  American  fishing  vessels  had  been 
made  without  sufficient  cause,  and  that  the  court  of 
vice  admiralty  at  Halifax,  would  release  a majority 
of  those  now  under  seizure. 

Col.  Barnes  and  capt.  Sturgis  speak  in  the  highest 
terms  of  praise  of  the  exertions  of  our  consular 
agent  at  Yarmouth,  H.  Grantham,  esq.  in  behalf  of 
the  fishermen  who,  by  the  seizure  of  their  vessels 
and  provisions,  have  been  left  among  strangers  en- 
tirely destitute.  We  are  permitted  to  publish  the 
statement  ot  Mr.  Grantham,  which  will  furnish  the 
facts  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of  four  of  the  vessels. 
There  have  been  many  other  vessels  seized  at  the 
gut  of  Canso,  but  captain  Sturgis  could  not  learn 
their  names,  nor  the  names  of  the  masters. 

[Post. 

COMMERCE  AND  AGRICULTURE. 

Georgia  silk  culture. — Owing  to  the  large  bounty 
wisely  given  to  the  state,  the  silk  business  is  going 
ahead  most  vigorously.  Around  Athens  alone,  457 
pounds  of  cocoons  have  been  raised,  and  brought  in 
for  bounty,  and  a silk  journal  is  to  be  published. — 
f5CP=Mulberry  trees  are  greatly  wanted.  It  is  ex- 
pected two  crops  of  silk  can  be  made  the  same  sea- 
son. 

Sheep  Shearing. — We  have  heard  of  the  large  yield 
of  wool  from  the  back  of  the  Bakewell  and  other 
sheep,  recently  introduced  into  the  country  at  heavy 
prices.  At  a late  shearing  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Warrenton,  Fauquier  county,  Va.  a sheep  of  an  old 
stock,  familiar  to  the  farmers  of  that  county,  and 
known  as  the  Whiting  sheep,  which  was  raised  by 
Dr.  Macrae,  of  Prince  William,  yielded,  at  fifteen 
months  old,  ten  pounds,  down  weight.  Another 
sheep,  of  the  common  stock  raised  by  the  owner, 
yielded  at  the  second  shearing  pounds.  In  both 
cases,  the  tags  and  other  filthy  wool  were  not  weigh- 
ed. It  appears  to  us,  from  these  and  other  instan- 
ces, that  too  little  attention  is  paid  to  this  branch 
of  husbandry,  and  by  far  too  little  care  is  bestowed 
on  these  valuable  animals.  Not  excepting  these 
counties  in  which  the  raising  of  sheep  is  the  predo- 
minant interest,  we  think  our  own,  of  all  the  earth, 
the  best  adapted  to  it.  We  have  millions  of  acres  on 
which  the  plough  cannot  be  employed,  which  might 
be  rendered  highly  profitable  sheep  walks.  We 
have,  too,  regions  adapted  to  the  growth  of  the  dif- 
ferent varieties  of  the  sheep — we  have  the  warm 
plain  for  the  coarser  wools,  and  the  mountain  for 


the  finer,  with  markets  to  consume  all  we  can 
slaughter  for  the  table.  [ Jeffersonian . 

Wool — The  Boston  Price  Current  gives  the  an- 
nexed minute  statement  of  the  wool  market — the 
supply  and  demand: 

The  season  for  sheep-shearing  has  passed,  and  we 
learn  that  there  has  been  quite  a large  clip,  and  that 
the  growers  generally  are  convinced  that  they  will 
not  be  able  to  obtain  the  extravagant  prices,  which 
a few  month  since  was  expected  would  be  realiz- 
ed. In  consequence  of  some  advance  in  prices  of 
woollen  goods,  last  autumn,  there  was  manifested 
by  manufacturers,  a strong  disposition  to  lay  in 
heavy  supplies  of  wool,  and  an  undue  demand  for 
the  article  was  created,  thereby  causing  a large  ad- 
vance in  price,  which  was  far  from  being  warrant- 
ed, even  if  the  highest  prices  for  goods,  which  were 
anticipated  had  been  realized.  But  instead  of  any 
permanent  improvement  in  woollens  to  any  great 
extent,  the  advance  which  had  taken  place  was  not 
maintained,  and  prices  receded  to  nearly  the  lowest 
point  at  which  they  had  been  during  the  preceding 
year.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  manufactur- 
ers generally  have  not  been  doing  a profitable,  nor 
in  many  cases,  a saving  business,  and  will  not,  for 
any  length  of  time,  continue  their  operations  under 
such  an  unfavorable  state  of  things.  Already  seve- 
ral establishments  have  stopped  a portion  of  their 
machinery,  and  others  will  do  so,  unless  the  prices 
of  wool  shall  justify  their  going  on.  Some  manu- 
facturers have  sold  their  woollen  machinery  at  a 
great  loss,  and  are  preparing  to  work  cotton.  We 
have  information  from  the  western  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  the  growers  are  selling  their  wool  at  an 
advance  of  about  five  cents  per  lb.  on  the  lowest 
prices  realized  last  year.  The  wool  grown  in  that 
region,  is  the  best  produced  in  the  country.  The 
quantity  is  very  large,  and  is  likely  to  be  in  market 
quite  early  th i3  season.  Prices  range  there  from  35 
to  50c.  Some  very  choice  flocks  command  50  to 
55c.  In  New  York  sales  are  making  at  from  33  to 
50c.  and  in  Vermont  at  from  30  to  50c.  No  new 
wool  has  yet  been  brought  to  the  principal  markets, 
and  as  prices  cannot  be  fixed  until  sales  have  been 
effected  there,  we  omit  quotations  for  the  present. 
The  supply  of  pulled  wool  is  limited,  and  sales  con- 
tinue to  be  made  without  any  material  change,  as 
regards  prices.  Ofeoarse  foreign  wool  there  is  not 
a large  supply,  but  sufficient  to  meet  the  present 
demand,  and  prices  are  firm. 

Unprecedented  weight  of  sheep  and  wool. — When 
the  sheep  at  Spout  Run  were  sheared,  on  the  ISth 
of  May  last,  a yearling  ram  and  five  of  the  ewes  were 
weighed,  as  follows:  The  ram,  174  lbs.  his  fleece  5 
lbs.;  1st  ewe,  196  lbs.  fleece  5 lbs.;  2d  ewe,  170  lbs.; 
3d  ewe,  190  lbs.  fleece  7 lbs.;  4th  ewe,  164  lbs.  fleece 
5 lbs.;  5th  ewe,  164  lbs.  fleece  5 lbs.  Only  two  are 
considered  at  all  above  average  weight  of  the  flock. 
The  wool  was  clean-washed,  otherwise  the  fleeces 
would  havew'eighed  from  7 1-2  to  11  lbs.  and  the 
ewes  were  all  suckling  lambs.  These  two  conside- 
rations taken  into  view,  it  is  believed  to  be  the 
greatest  exhibit  of  weight  of  carcass  and  fleece  ever 

made  in  the  United  States  by  a flock  of  ewes. 

These  sheep  were  raised  and  improved  by  my  friend 
Mr.  Thomas  H.  Burwell,  of  Spout  Spring,  ’Clarke 
county,  Va.  [ Winchester  Virginian. 

Washington's  opinion  of  agriculture. — The  follow- 
ing is  an  extract  of  a letter  from  general  Washing- 
ton to  sir  Arthur  Young,  who  was  distinguished  for 
his  devotion  to  agricultural  pursuits: 

“The  more  I am  acquainted  with  agricultural  af- 
fairs, the  better  I am  pleased  with  them;  insomuch, 
that  I can  no  where  find  so  great  satisfaction  as  in’ 
those  innocent  and  useful  pursuits.  In  indulging 
these  feelings,  I am  led  to  reflect  how  much  more 
delightful  to  the  undebauched  mind  is  the  task  of 
making  improvements  on  the  earth  than  all  the  vain 
glory  which  can  be  acquired  from  ravaging  it  by  the 
most  uninterrupted  career  of  conquests.— The  de- 
sign of  this  observation  is  only  to  show  how  much, 
as  a member  of  human  society,  I feel  m yself  obliged 
by  your  labors  to  render  respectable  and  advantage- 
ous an  employment  which  is  more  congenial  to  the 
natural  disposition  of  mankind  than  any  other.” 

Marblehead  fisheries — The  Salem  Gazette  con- 
tains a statement  of  the  number  of  vessels  engag- 
ed in  the  cod  fishery,  owned  in  Marblehead.  This 
number  is  85.  Of  these,  82  fish  on  the  Grand  Bank 
of  Newfoundland,  and  3 on  the  coast  of  Labrador. 
The  number  oftons  engaged  is  6,855 — amount  of 
bounty  paid,  #27,023.  The  bounty  is  #3  per  ton, 
for  vessels  of  90  tons  and  upwards — and  #4  per  ton 
for  vessels  under  90  tons.  The  vessel  must  be  en- 
gaged 4 months  to  be  entitled  to  the  bounty.  The 
average  tonnage  of  the  vessels  is  80  3-4.  The  ave- 
rage number  of  hands  employed  is  7,  making  a to- 
tal of  595  men  and  boys. 

Martinique. — The  French  consul  at  New  York 
has  furnished  the  editor  of  the  American  the  annex- 
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ed  official  document  respecting  the  trade  of  Marti- 
nique. 

Important  notice  to  commerce. — From  Martinique. 
The  consul  general  of  France  in  the  United  States 
has  received  notice  from  his  excellency,  rear  admi- 
ral   , governor  of  Martinique,  and  commander 

of  the  French  naval  force  in  the  Antilles,  that  the 
entrepot,  (free  port),  provisionally  established  at  St. 
Pierre’s,  has  been  definitely  authorised  by  royal  or- 
dinance since  the  10th  April  last. 

His  excellency,  the  governor,  announces  equally 
that  he  has  just  authorised  the  exportation  of  su- 
gars to  foreign  countries. 

These  two  acts  of  the  administration  are  of  the 
greatest  importance,  not  only  to  Martinique,  but  to 
the  United  States.  The  closest  intercourse  will  be 
established  between  the  two  countries,  and  numer- 
ous adventures  will  be  immediately  undertaken — 
the  New  York  shippers,  who  carry  the  produce  of 
the  United  Slates  to  Martinique,  being  sure  of  find- 
ing there  an  advantageous  return  freight. 

For  a year  past  the  colony  of  Martinique  has  ex- 
perienced daily  the  benefits  of  a wise,  prudent  and 
paternal  administration.  His  excellency,  rear  admi- 
ral   , whose  great  capacity  and  services  are 

too  well  knowm  to  need  being  recalled  here,  has 
comprehended  the  whole  importance  of  his  high  and 
difficult  station;  and  by  his  late  measures,  calculat- 
ed to  revive  the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  he  abun- 
dantly justified  the  confidence  of  government,  and 
all  the  flattering  hopes  of  his  administration,  wdiich 
the  colonists  had  indulged. 

The  Union  canal. — We  learn  from  the  Harrisburg 
(Pa.)  Intelligencer,  that  the  bill  authorising  the 
governor  to  subscribe  $41)0,000  to  the  stock  of  the 
Union  canal  company,  to  be  expended  in  enlarging 
the  canal,  has  passed  both  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture. It  also  contains  an  appropriation  for  the  relief 
of  the  Danville  and  Pottsville  rail  road  company. 

Duty  upon  oil.  The  committee  delegated  by  our 
citizens  to  present  a memorial  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States  relating  to  the  recent  decision  of 
the  treasury  department,  have  proceeded  to  Wash- 
ington in  the  fulfilment  of  that  mission.  If  there 
be  any  particular  branch  of  their  commerce  upon 
which  the  American  people  have  ever  looked  with 
much  pride,  it  is  that  which  is  connected  with  the 
adventurous  employment  of  whaling.  If  in  the  in- 
fancy of  the  trade,  the  exploits  of  our  whalemen 
could  call  forth  from  Burke  the  beautiful  encomium 
he  then  passed  upon  them,  how  much  more  do  their 
present  daring  exploits  entitle  them  not  only  to  our 
admiration,  but  also  to  our  protection!  If  there  is 
a branch  then,  of  our  commerce,  that  should  be 
sustained  and  fostered  by  the  national  government, 
it  is  that  which  has  relation  to  our  fisheries.  Aside 
from  the  advantage  derived  by  the  navy  from  the 
fisheries,  which  form  a school  in  which  brave  and 
hardy  seamen  are  trained  for  the  defence  of  our 
national  rights,  the  latter  also  deserve  encourage- 
ment as  their  products  are  so  much  wealth  gained 
from  the  ocean. 

The  decision  of  the  treasury  department  is,  how- 
ever, only  in  keeping  with  the  hostility  that  the 
present  administration  has  ever  shown  toward  every 
kind  of  enterprise;  and  in  this  only  can  it  be  found  in 
inconsistency  wdth  their  measures.  In  the  memo- 
rial adopted  by  our  citizens,  (which  we  regret  that 
we  are  not  yet  at  liberty  to  publish),  it  was  stated 
upon  the  information  furnished  by  our  oldest  citi- 
zens, many  years  since  eagaged  in  the  whaling  bu- 
siness, that  the  practice  of  furnishing  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  whale  fishery  with  registers,  originat- 
ed in  the  conviction,  on  the  part  of  the  government 
officers,  that  that  document,  as  an  evidence  of  the 
national  character  of  the  vessel,  would  be  more 
certainly  respected  and  insure  greater  protection 
than  the  enrolment  or  licence,  which,  until  very  re- 
cently, has  never  been  accompanied  by  the  sea  let- 
ter on  the  Mediterranean  passport,  and  also  as  fur- 
nishing peculiar  advantages  in  foreign  ports,  not 
otherwise  attainable  in  vessels  thus  employed. 

As  an  evidence  that  the  recent  decision  must  be 
in  its  effects  at  least  entirely  opposed  to  the  spirit 
and  intention  of  the  law,  it  has  been  ascertained 
that  in  a correspondence  in  the  year  1793,  between 
the  then  collector  of  this  port  and  the  comptroller 
of  the  treasury,  the  collector  was  expressly  advised 
to  furnish  registers  in  all  cases  in  which  they  should 
be  desired  by  the  owners  or  agents  of  vessels  employ- 
ed in  the  whale-fishery;  and  subsequently  the  whole 
subject  has  remained  almost  entirely  under  advise- 
ment of  the  officers  of  the  customs,  without  the  remo- 
test thought  or  suspicion  on  either  side  of  any  infrac- 
tion of  law,  or  liability  to  the  severe  penalties  now  de- 
manded under  the  recent  circular  of  the  comptroller 
of  the  treasury. 

We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  extend  our  re- 
marks at  this  time,  the  more  especially  as  we  shall, 
probably,  in  a tew  days,  be  at  liberty  to  publish  the 


document  and  correspondence  to  which  we  have  re- 
ferred. [ New  Bedford  Mercury. 


LAW  CASES. 

From  the  Boston  Atlas. 

The  license  law  of  Mr.  Jacobs.  This  morning  jus- 
tice Simmons  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court 
upon  the  questions  raised  by  Mr.  Hallett,  in  the  case 
of  George  C.  Jacobs,  convicted  of  selling  spirituous 
liquors,  in  a less  quantity  than  fifteen  gallons,  with- 
out a license.  The  principal  question,  as  the  public 
are  already  aware,  was,  whether  the  court  have 
power  to  enforce  the  payment  of  fines,  incurred  un- 
der the  present  license  law,  by  imprisonment. 

The  opinion  of  the  court  was  written  out  at  much 
length,  and  occupied  about  half  an  hour  in  the  de- 
livery. We  have  been  politely  favored,  by  justice 
Simmons,  with  the  privilege  of  copying  the  manu- 
script, but  have  not  room  for  the  document  to-day. 

The  substance  of  the  opinion  was  this.  The  court 
had  no  doubt  about  the  power  to  commit.  They 
agreed  with  Mr.  Hallett  in  the  position  that  there  is 
no  special  power  to  imprison  given  in  the  statute  of 
1838,  either  by  that  statute  or  by  the  47th  chapter 
of  the  revised  statutes;  but  they  were  clearly  of  opi- 
nion that  they  possessed  this  power  under  a general 
principle  of  law,  and  by  the  common  practice  of 
courts,  which  had  never  been  called  in  question  be- 
fore. This  power,  they  believed,  was  also  recog- 
nized by  inference,  in  the  revised  statutes,  in  numer- 
ous instances;  provision  having  been  made,  for  cer- 
tain proceedings,  when  this  power  had  been  exer- 
cised. 

The  court  therefore  directed  the  clerk  to  declare, 
that  Geo.  C.  Jacobs,  convicted  of  a violation  of  the 
license  law,  and  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  $10  and 
costs,  having  refused  to  pay  the  same,  stand  com- 
mitted until  this  sentence  be  complied  with,  or  until 
released  by  process  of  law. 

The  number  of  persons  collected  in  Court  street, 
and  about  the  court  house,  was  quite  as  large  as  on 
any  former  occasion  during  the  progress  of  the  case, 
but  the  people  appeared  less  excited,  and  less  dis- 
posed to  create  a disturbance. 

The  hour  for  the  long  expected  riot  had  now  ar- 
rived. The  coach  in  which  it  was  supposed  that 
Mr.  Jacobs  would  be  carried  to  the  jail,  stood  at  the 
door.  A pathway  had  been  made  by  the  officers, 
from  the  court  house  to  the  carriage.  The  city  mar- 
shal and  the  high  sheriff  was  seen  bustling  about, 
upon  the  steps  of  the  court  house,  and  in  the  open 
space  in  the  crowd.  The  door  of  the  coach  wras 
opened — the  steps  let  down.  The  crowd  clamber- 
ed upon  the  fences,  and  carriages  and  omnibuses, 
and  appeared  at  every  window,  and  upon  the  house 
tops.  Expectation  was  on  tiptoe.  The  driver  mount- 
ed his  box,  and  took  the  reins  in  hand.  Tiie  eager- 
ness of  the  crowd  increased.  There  was  very  little 
excitement,  except  the  excitement  of  eager  curiosi- 
ty, and  no  noise  or  confusion.  A moment  more 
elapsed,  but  still  the  prisoner  did  not  appear.  The 
city  marshal  then  came  out,  and  placed  a small  bun- 
dle in  the  coach.  The  steps  were  folded  up,  the 
door  was  closed,  and  the  empty  coach  drove  off!  A 
few  faint  cheers  announced  its  departure,  and  all 
was  over!  Two  thousand  people  looked  at  each 
other  and  laughed!  They  caught  the  idea  in  a mo- 
ment. It  was  a true  Yankee  trick.  The  coach,  and 
the  show'  of  force  in  front  of  the  court  house  was  a 
mere  gull.  While  they  had  been  patiently  watch- 
ing for  their  man  at  one  end  of  the  court  house,  he 
had  gone  quietly  out  by  another  door  in  the  rear, 
and  was  no  doubt  safely  lodged  in  Leverett  street 
jail.  The  news  soon  spread,  and  the  assembled  mul- 
titude soon  dispersed. 

Mr.  Jacobs  remained  in  prison  but  a short  time. 
His  fine  and  the  costs  of  prosecution,  were  paid  by 
a friend,  and  he  w»as  immediately  set  at  libercy.  We 
understand  that  it  is  his  intention  to  bring  an  action 
against  the  justices  of  the  police  court,  for  false  im- 
prisonment, fixing  the  damages  at  $5,000,  for  the 
purpose  of  further  testing  the  question  of  the  right 
to  imprison  in  such  cases. 

We  learn,  also,  from  good  authority,  that  about 
one  hundred  men,  properly  armed,  with  clubs  and 
watch-hooks,  W'ere  placed  in  the  basement  of  the 
court  house  on  this  occasion,  under  the  direction  of 
the  sheriffs,  ready  to  assist  the  police,  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity, in  arresting  any  riotous  or  disorderly  per- 
sons. Fortunately  their  assistance  was  not  needed; 
but  had  they  been  called  into  action,  we  have  no 
doubt  they  would  have  proved  highly  serviceable.- — 
We  cannot  but  commend  the  good  sense  and  judi- 
cious care  of  the  sheriff,  in  preparing  such  a force  to 
support  the  law,  rather  than  by  resorting  to  the 
dreadful  alternative  of  military  power. 

New  York  superior  court,  Saturday  June  22. 

Before  judge  Oakley. 

Liability  of  shipping  agents.  William  H.  Beatty 
& Co.  vs.  Stark  W.  Lewis. — This  was  an  action  to 


recover  damages  for  an  alleged  breach  of  contract, 
committed  under  the  following  circumstances: — 

The  plaintiffs  are  a mercantile  firm  doing  busi- 
ness in  Baltimore,  and  the  defendant  belongs  to  this 
city,  and  is  agent  for  the  schooner  Mohican,  trading 
between  this  port  and  Baltimore. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  1837,  Messrs.  W.  G.  Bull 
& Co.  of  this  city,  agents  for  the  plaintiffs,  shipped 
on  board  the  Mohican  50  hhds.  of  sugar  for  Balti- 
more. The  vessel  being  advertised  to  sail  with  im- 
mediate despatch,  it  was  expected  that  the  sugars 
would  arrive  out  in  season  to  sell  for  the  then  exist- 
ing high  price  of  the  article. 

It  was  afterwards  learned  that  the  vessel  did  not 
sail  till  after  the  20th  of  March,  and  did  not  arrive  in 
Baltimore  till  the  15th  of  April.  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  shipment  of  sugar,  instead  of  fetching 
the  “top  of  the  market”  as  was  anticipated,  the  sale 
was  made  at  the  full  decline  of  the  article,  which 
made  a difference  in  the  result  of  $2  00  per  hundred 
weight  to  the  plaintiffs.  It  was  to  recover  this  dif- 
ference in  price  that  the  present  suit  was  brought. 
The  bill  of  lading  for  the  sugar  was  produced  and 
admitted. 

For  the  defence  it  was  contended  that  the  voyage 
had  been  prosecuted  with  all  due  and  reasonable 
diligence.  And  proof  was  adduced  to  show  that  af- 
ter the  14th  of  March  a storm  of  some  ten  days  du- 
ration occurred  which  caused  a corresponding  delay 
in  the  voyage. 

The  jury  under  a brief  charge  by  the  court  ren- 
dered a verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  of  the  amount  claim- 
ed, with  interest,  viz:  $512  73. 

Counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  D.  Lord,  jr.  for  the  de- 
fendant, Griffin,  sen.  [ Courier . 

Steamboat  law.  A case  of  some  interest  to  steam- 
boat commanders  and  officers,  as  well  as  to  steam- 
boat travellers,  was  lately  tried  in  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  of  Hamilton  county,  Ohio.  The  plaintiff^ 
William  C.  Lawrenson,  sought  to  recover  damages 
against  Beech,  Stewart  &.  Holley,  the  captain, 
clerk  and  mate  of  the  steamboat  Gazelle,  for  an  as- 
sault and  battery  alledged  to  have  been  committed 
by  them  upon  him.  From  a report  of  the  case,  as 
given  in  the  Cincinnati  Gazette,  it  appears  that  on 
June  3,  1837,  the  plaintiff,  took  passage  on  board 
the  Gazelle,  at  Portsmouth,  for  Cincinnati;  and  that 
about  one  o’clock  next  morning,  while  on  her  way 
to  the  latter  place,  “the  defendants  caught  plaintiff, 
and  dragged  him  to  the  side  of  the  boat,  where  one 
of  the  defendants  flourished  wdiat  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses thought  a knife;  and  used  abusive  and  threat- 
ening language.  Plaintiff  was  then  forced  to  the 
stern  of  the  boat,  put  in  the  yawl,  taken  by  Holley 
towards  the  shore,  beaten  in  the  yawl,  and  before 
reaching  the  shore  was  thrown  into  the  river.  When 
put  into  the  yawl,  plaintiff  requested  defendants  to 
give  his  valise,  containing  clothes  and  letters  of  in- 
troduction to  respectable  persons  in  Cincinnati, 
which  was  refused.  Plaintiff  was  left  by  the  boat 
on  the  Kentucky  shore,  sixty  miles  from  Cincinnati, 
about  one  o’clock  at  night.” 

This  was  the  charge  of  the  plaintiff,  fully  sustain- 
ed by  testimony,  whose  character  for  “integrity  and 
correct  bearing,”  was  also  established  by  a number 
of  witnesses. 

The  defence  set  up  was,  that  the  plaintiff  was  a 
deck  passenger;  that  he  w'ore  a drab  coat;  and  that 
some  man  wearing  a drab  coat  was  seen  to  enter  the 
cabin  of  the  boat,  with  his  candle: — Contrary  to  a 
“custom  of  the  river,”  to  the  effect  that  “whenever 
a deck  passenger  entered  the  cabin,  he  was  put  on 
shore.” 

The  court,  in  charging  the  jury,  stated  that  the 
defence  rather  tended  to  aggravate  than  to  justify 
the  case  on  the  part  of  defendants.  The  jury  w’ere 
probably  of  the  same  opinion,  as  they  rendered  a 
verdict  of  $6, 76G  for  the  plaintiff. 

In  the  Boston  United  States  circuit  court,  on 
Monday,  captain  Frederick  C.  Taber,  master  of 
the  whale  ship  Isabella,  was  convicted  of  having 
maliciously,  and  without  justifiable  cause,  put  on 
shore  at  Navigators’  Island,  in  the  Pacific  ocean, 
Benjamin  F.  Heath,  the  second  mate  of  the  ship. 
Captain  Taber  moved  for  a new  trial,  on  the  ground 
of  an  alleged  misdirection  of  the  jury  by  the  charge 
of  the  judge.  This  motion  will  be  argued  before 
the  whole  court.  The  penalty  for  the  offence,  as 
affixed  by  the  statute,  is  a fine  not  exceeding  $100, 
or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months,  The 
reason  assigned  for  leaving  the  second  mate  as 
above  was  his  having  been  found  by  the  captain  on 
the  night  previous,  asleep  on  his  watch. 

An  extra  of  the  Ontario  Messenger  published  at 
New  York,  and  dated  June  21st,  gives  the  following 
particulars  of  the  trial  of  Mackenzie,  the  patriot, 
for  a breach  of  the  neutrality  law: 

“The  trial  of  Win.  Lyon  Mackenzie,  for  a vio- 
lation of  the  neutral  law  of  1818,  which  was  com- 
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menced  in  this  village  yesterday  morning,  was 
brought  to  a close  this  afternoon,  by  a verdict  from 
the  jury  of  guilty. 

The  testimony  in  the  case  was  but  a recapitula- 
tion of  a few  of  those  facts  with  which  the  Navy 
Island  affair  had  made  the  whole  country  familiar. 

Mackenzie  had  no  counsel;  nor  did  he  introduce 
any  testimony,  that  testimony  which  he  proposed 
to  introduce  having  been  deemed  inadmissible. 

He  addressed  the  court  and  jury  after  the  evi- 
dence was  closed,  in  a speech  about  eight  hours 
long,  which  was  made  up  mostly  of  historical  mat- 
ter in  reference  to  himself  and  the  patriot  cause, 
and  of  divers  political  speculations  which  had  little 
or  no  connexion  with  the  question  which  was  be- 
fore the  jury.  He  showed  much  ability,  however, 
and  his  remarks  were  not  unfrequently,  really  elo- 
quent. 

Mr.  Benton,  the  district  attorney,  occupied  about 
an  hour  in  presenting  the  argument  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States. 

Judge  Thompson  charged  the  jury  at  considera- 
ble length,  giving  a very  able  and  lucid  exposition 
of  the  law  and  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  charge 
was  decided  by  adverse  to  the  defendant. 

The  jury  was  out  three  hours. 

Mackenzie  heard  the  verdict  with  calmness, 
though  it  is  said  that  he  had  confidently  anticipated 
an  acquittal. 

The  sentence  of  the  court  was  pronounced  upon 
him  soon  after  the  verdict.  It  was,  that  he  be 
imprisoned,  during  the  term  of  eighteen  months,  in 
the  county  jail  of  Monroe  county,  and  pay  a fine  of 
ten  dollars.” 

At  the  Loudoun  county  court,  on  Monday  last, 
Philip  Nelson,  a free  colored  man,  was  arraigned  on 
a charge  of  being  concerned  directly  or  indirectly 
in  the  circulation  of  abolition  papers,  amongst  the 
colored  population.  The  evidence  developed  against 
Nelson  (says  the  Leesburg  Washingtonian)  was 
not  sufficiently  strong  to  justify  the  court  in  exe- 
cuting the  law  to  its  full  extent  against  him,  which 
would  have  been  transportation  into  slavery  for 
life,  but  sufficiently  to  implicate  him  in  being  con- 
nected with  the  circulation  of  abolition  papers  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  justify  the  court  in  ordering 
him  and  his  entire  family  to  leave  the  state  within 
the  period  of  twelve  months,  never  to  return  to  it 
again.  Duiing  the  investigation  of  Nelson’s  case, 
it  appeared  that  Gerard  a slave,  had  been  the  active 
agent  in  circulating  these  fire-brand  publications 
among  the  slaves.  He  was,  therefore,  immediately 
arrested,  and,  on  the  next  day,  the  court  had  him 
brought  before  it,  and,  after  trying  him  on  the 
charge  of  circulating  these  incendiary  papers,' 
which  was  fully  proved,  sentenced  him  to  receive 
twenty  lashes,  and  to  be  transported  into  slavery 
for  life.  \_Jllex.  Gaz. 

International  law — Brazil.  The  public  prints  in 
this  country  have  alluded  to  an  occurrence  which 
happened  in  the  harbor  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and 
which  is  represented  to  have  caused  great  popular 
excitement  in  that  city.  The  unfortunate  event 
alluded  to  had  been  the  subject  of  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Ouseley,  her  Britannic  majesty’s 
charge  d’affaires,  and  senior  Oliveira,  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs.  Mr.  Ouseley’s  despatch  to 
the  British  commodore  Sullivan,  which  we  extract 
from  the  Journal  do  Commercio,  the  government 
paper  of  Brazil,  will  explain  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.  Mr.  Ouseley  was  some  years  ago 
secretary  of  the  British  embassy  in  this  city. 

The  government  journal  speaks  of  the  sincere  de- 
sire exhibited  by  her  Britannic  majesty’s  charge  de 
affaires  to  give  ample  satisfatiou  to  the  government 
and  nation.  [Globe. 

Rio,  April  25,  1839. 

Sir:  It  is  with  extreme  pain  that  I am  to  inform 
you  of  a distressing  event,  which  has  been  offi- 
cially communicated  to  me  by  H.  E.  the  senior 
Candido  Baptista  de>  Oliveira,  minister  for  foreign 
affaires. 

By  representations  made  to  me  by  the  govern- 
ment of  his  imperial  majesty,  I am  informed  that  on 
the  21st  inst.  the  steamboat  Especuladora,  return- 
ing from  the  island  of  Paqueta  to  this  city,  was  fired 
into  by  the  Ganges,  one  of  the  vessels  lately  cap- 
tured, with  Africans  on  board,  and  that  a Brazilian 
gentleman  on  board  was  mortally  wounded. 

The  communication  of  Senior  Oliveira  does  not 
suggest  that  there  was  the  slightest  provocation  for 
this  act,  nor  is  it  said  that  it  was  accidental.  Un- 
der these  impressions,  and  until  further  explana- 
tions can  be  had  of  the  origin  of  tliis  painful  event, 
no  terms  are  too  strong  to  express  the  censure  and 
indignation  with  which  such  an  offence  should  be 
viewed. 

The  painful  regrets  of  a friendly  nation  should 
not  only  be  excited  by  such  an  act  of  barbarity,  but 
I am  sure,  sir,  that  as  commander-in-chief  of  H.  B. 


M’s  naval  forces  on  this  station,  you  will  partici- 
pate with  me  the  feelings  which  compel  me,  not 
only  as  H.  B.  M’s  charge  d’affaires,  but  as  an  Eng- 
lishman, sincerely  to  deplore  this  event,  and  to  de- 
sire the  punishment  of  the  individuals  who  may 
have  committed  this  unprovoked  crime. 

I am  persuaded,  sir,  that  I shall  have  your  co- 
operation in  investigating  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  and  obtaining  proofs  for  the  purpose  of  justice. 
For  this  object,  I now  request  officially,  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  receive  on  board  your  frigate, 
any  legal  or  competent  authorities,  or  such  as  the 
government  may  appoint  to  investigate  this  sub- 
ject, and  render  every  facility  in  obtaining  evi- 
dence. 

I am  informed  that,  at  half  past  four  o’clock  this 
evening,  judicial  authorities  appointed  by  the  im- 
perial government  for  this  object,  will  repair  on 
board  of  her  Britannnic  majesty’s  ship  Stag,  to  ob- 
tain the  necessary  information. 

Confiding  in  the  sincerity  with  which  you  will 
aid  my  efforts  on  this  occasion,  I have  the  honor, 
&c.  G.  W.  OUSELEY. 

Com.  Sullivan,  commanding  H.  B.  M.  naval  forces. 

The  bark  inspection  case.  We  published  on  Mon- 
day morning,  a statement  from  the  Philadelphia 
Commercial  list,  in  reference  to  the  seizure  and  de- 
tention by  the  bark  inspector  at  this  port  of  a load 
of  bark,  which,  on  account  of  circumstances  over 
which  the  captain  of  the  vessel  had  no  control,  was 
brought  into  the  harbor  of  Baltimore  to  be  re-ship- 
ped. We  then  expressed  the  opinion  that  our  in- 
spection laws  would  not  bear  the  inspector  out  in 
what  appeared  to  us  to  be  an  unwarranted  oppres- 
sion. It  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  report,  which 
we  find  in  an  afternoon  paper,  that  the  state,  through 
her  agent,  has  been  non-suited  on  the  claims  made, 
and  we  do  not  see,  if  the  matter  was  carried  still 
further,  that  damages  might  not  be  recovered. 

INSPECTION  OF  GROUND  BARK. 

Trial  of  an  important  case  before  a magistrate. 
State  of  Maryland  vs.  John  Smith,  before  William 

Eichelberger,  esq.  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 

state  of  Maryland,  in  and  for  the  city  of  Balti- 
more. Thirty-two  warrants  for  the  recovery  of 

$20  penalty  each. 

The  above  cases  arose  under  the  following  cir- 
cumstances: 

Caleb  Ross,  a citizen  and  resident  of  the  state  of 
Delaware,  had  contracted  with  Messrs.  Weal  & 
Barratt,  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  sale  and 
delivery  of  a large  quantity  of  ground  black  oak 
bark,  a part  of  which  had  been  delivered.  Some 
time  in  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  June,  he 
shipped  at  Laurel  in  Delaware,  on  board  of  a 
schooner  owned  in  Delaware,  but  licensed  at  Vien- 
na, in  Maryland,  (there  being  no  port  of  entry  at 
Laurel)  thirty-two  hhds.of  ground  black  oak  bark, 
the  growth  and  manufacture  of  Delaware,  to  be 
carried  to  Philadelphia  by  way  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  canal,  in  fulfilment  of  the  above  con- 
tract. When  the  schooner  arrived  at  the  canal,  the 
captain  learned  that,  owing  to  a breach  in  the  bank 
of  the  canal,  he  could  not  proceed  through,  and  be- 
ing without  orders  from  Mr.  Ross,  and  his  vessel 
not  being  in  condition  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia 
by  way  of  the  capes,  he  sailed  to  Baltimore,  where 
he  remained  with  the  bark  on  board  until  he  wrote 
to  Mr.  Ross,  by  whom  he  was  directed  to  obey  the 
orders  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  defendant,  in  regard  to  the 
bark.  Mr.  Smith,  in  pursuance  of  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Ross,  ordered  the  captain  to  put  the  bark  on 
board  of  another  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  being 
conveyed  to  Philadelphia,  which  was  accordingly 
done.  Both  of  the  vessels  lay  in  the  port  of  Balti- 
more, without  landing  the  bark,  or  any  part  thereof, 
on  any  wharf  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  After  the 
bark  had  thus  been  transferred,  the  inspector  of 
bark  for  the  city  of  Baltimore,  called  on  Mr.  Smith, 
and  insisted  on  having  the  bark  inspected,  when 
Mr.  Smith  informed  him  that  he  did  not  think  that 
the  bark,  under  the  circumstances,  washable  to  in- 
spection. 

The  inspector  then  caused  the  bark  to  be  seized 
and  taken  to  the  inspection  warehouse,  where  the 
same  was  inspected — and  marked  2d  quality.  In 
this  state  of  things,  Mr.  Smith,  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  further  trouble  and  controversy,  offered  to 
pay  the  price  of  inspection  and  necessary  expenses 
attending  the  same,  still  insisting,  however,  that  the 
bark  was  not  liable  to  inspection— but  the  inspector 
refused  to  deliver  the  same,  insisitng  that  it  had 
been  forfeited  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  as- 
sembly of  1821,  ch.  77,  which  provides  that  no 
ground  black  oak  bark  shall  be  exported  from  the 
port  of  Baltimore  until  the  same  shall  be  inspected; 
and  also,  that  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  have 
shipped  such  bark  without  inspection,  shall  forfeit 
the  same,  together  with  $20,  for  each  and  every 
cask  so  shipped,  &c. 


The  price  of  inspection,  and  expenses  attending 
the  same,  were  then  tendered  by  Mr.  Smith  to  the 
inspector,  and  by  him  refused.  A replevin  issued 
for  the  bark,  which  was  accordingly  replevied  and 
delivered  to  Mr.  Smith,  bv  whom  it  was  sent  to 
Philadelphia.  Afterwards  the  above  warrants  were 
issued  against  him  for  the  purpose  of  recovering 
the  penalty  of  $20  for  each  hogshead,  and  the  cases 
came  up  for  trial  on  Thursday  last  at  4 P.  M.  The 
counsel  for  the  plaintiff  contended  that  the  bark 
had  been  shipped  for  exportation  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  the  inspection  laws,  and  consequently 
forfeited,  together  with  the  penalties,  for  which  the 
warrants  were  issued. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendant  contended.  1st. 
That  the  transfer  of  bark  from  one  vessel  to  the 
other,  as  above  stated,  made  no  difference  in  this 
case;  that  the  case  should  be  considered  precisely 
the  same  as  if  the  bark  had  not  been  transferred, 
from  one  to  the  other,  but  continued  in  the  same 
vessel  in  which  it  was  originally  shipped;  and  that, 
therefore,  it  had  not  been  shipped  in  the  port  of 
Baltimore  for  exportation,  contrary  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  aforesaid. 

2d.  That  if  this  was  a case  which  came  within 
the  strict  letter  of  the  inspection  law,  the  legisla- 
ture of  Maryland  had  no  right,  under  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  to  pass  such  law,  as  it 
was  a violation  of  the  8th  and  10th  sections  of  the 
1st  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States,  and 
therefore,  void. 

3d.  That  the  act  of  1821  ch.  77,  under  which  the 
penalty  was  claimed,  was  so  far  a penal  one,  and 
should  be  strictly  construed,  and  that  it  applied  to 
the  owner  of  the  bark  who  shipped  the  same-con- 
trary to  its  provisions,  and  not  a mere  agent,  such 
as  the  defendant  was.  The  cases  were  held  by  the 
justice  under  consideration  until  yesterday  (Mon- 
day) morning,  when  he  rendered  judgments  o l' non- 
suit in  each  case. 

Wm.  J.  Cole  and  John  Scott,  esqrs.  for  the  plain- 
tiff, and  Wm.  H.  Collins,  esq.  for  the  defendant. 

A somewhat  uncommon  case  was  tried  last  week 
at  Lowell.  It  was  an  action  of  trespass,  Montgo- 
mery,  vs.  Parker,  for  taking  and  carrying  away  a 
letter  put  into  the  post  office  for  plaintiff.  It  ap- 
peared in  evidence  that  Parker  took  the  letter, 
which  was  written  by  a lady,  from  the  post  of- 
fice, broke  the  seal,  and  read  its  contents  to  another 
person,  to  prove  an  assertion  he  had  made  that  the 
writer  of  the  letter  and  the  plaintiff  “kept  compa- 
ny.” The  letter  was  afterwards  shown  and  read  to 
two  other  persons  by  defendant. 

The  defendant’s  counsel  insisted  that  the  plaintiff 
ought  to  prove  that  the  letter  was  a real  letter,  ac- 
tually written  by  the  sinner  to  the  plaintiff — but  the 
court  ruled  otherwise.  Counsel  then  contended  that 
an  action  for  trespass  could  not  be  maintained:  the 
plantiff  never  had  possession  of  the  letter,  and  it 
was  not  his  property  when  taken  from  the  office; 
that  if  the  action  were  maintained,  the  damages 
should  be  small— it  was  not  a case  for  smart  money. 
The  plaintiff’s  counsel  contended  that  when  a letter 
was  written  by  one  person,  directed  to  another,  and 
put  into  the  post  office  for  that  person,  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  directed,  was  the  owner,  and  entitled 
to  the  immediate  possession,  and  might  therefore 
maintain  an  action  of  trespass.  It  was  a case  for 
exemplary  damages — the  conduct  of  the  defendant 
was  flagitious. 

The  court  decided  that  a letter  is  property,  and 
the  damages  for  taking  it  away  may  be  estimated. 
An  article  devoted,  set  aside  and  marked  off  for  a 
person  and  put  in  the  way  of  conveyance  is  the 
property  of  the  person  cowhom  it  is  so  devoted,  &tc. 
Possession  follows  ownership  of  personal  property, 
if  a man  has  the  ownership,  and  is  entitled  to  the 
immediate  possession,  he  may  maintain  an  action 
of  trespass.  This  was  a fit  case  for  exemplary 
damages.  Judgment  for  the  plaintiff:  damages  $15. 

[Boston  Transcript. 

The  newspaper  press  in  France.  A correspondent 
of  the  National  Intelligencer  says  that  by  the  laws 
of  France  the  proprietors  of  every  newspaper  are 
compelled  by  law  to  insert  the  reply  of  any  indi- 
vidual who  may  have  been  named  or  attacked  in 
their  journal,  (from  the  king  down  to  the  beggar), 
under  a penalty  of  from  fifty  to  five  hundred  francs, 
without  prejudice  to  any  damages  to  which  the  ar- 
ticle may  have  given  rise.  This  reply  must  be  in- 
serted in  the  number  of  the  day  which  follows  the 
receipt  of  it,  and  without  charge,  unless  the  reply 
be  more  than  double  the  length  of  the  original  arti- 
cle; or,  paragraph,  in  which  case  it  must  be  paid  for 
as  an  advertisement. 

If  such  a law  prevailed  here,  some  papers,  if  the 
persons  slandered  should  avail  themselves  of  their 
rights,  would  contain  nothing  for  months  but  re- 
plies to  their  slanders.  [ Baltimore  Patriot. 
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Intemperance  and  crime.  Josiali  Hussey,  esq.  of  Nan- 
tucket. who  has  been  a magistrate  for  many  years,  has 
published  an  article  in  reply  to  an  inquiry,  as  to  the 
nroportion  of  crimes  committed  by  drunkards,  that 
have  come  under  his  cognizance  during  the  last  twen- 
ty years.  He  states,  that  from  an  examination  of  his 
docket,  he  feels  warranted  in  saying,  that  about  ninety 
male  offenders  out  of  a hundred  were  drunkards — and 
that  among  the  females  that  have  been  brought  before 
him  for  various  crimes  and  offences,  seven-eighths  of 
them  were  grossly  intemperate.  [Essex  Reg. 

The  beautiful  steamship  Natchez,  built  in  Baltimore, 
for  the  New  York  and  Natchez  trade,  was  sold  at  auc- 
tion in  New  York,  on  Friday,  the  17th  inst.  for 
$10,000.  The  purchaser  was  the  only  bidder,  and  he 
had  a claim  on  her  of  more  than  three  times  the  amount 
she  brought.  Originally  she  cost  over  $100,000. 

Foreign  engineer.  The  chevalier  Francis  de  Guerst- 
ner  is  now  on  a visit  in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  our  internal  improvements.  The  chevalier 
constructed  the  first  rail  road  in  Belgium,  and  after  in- 
troducing that  great  improvement  of  the  age  into  Rus- 
sia, by  the  successful  construction  of  the  rail  road  from 
St.  Petersburg  to  Powlowsk,  arrived  in  the  United 
States  in  November  last.  He  has  already  passed  over 
2,000  miles  of  rail  roads  in  the  United  States,  and  ex- 
pects to  pass  over  at  least  1,000  more  before  returning 
to  Europe. 

A bill  has  passed  both  houses  of  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  received  the  signature  of  the  go- 
vernor, appropriating  $50,000  to  the  constructing  of 
the  Cross-cut  canal,  connecting  the  Pennsylvania  im- 
provements with  those  of  Ohio.  This  appropriation 
will  enable  the  company  to  complete  the  entire  work 
by  next  spring,  and  thus  open  an  artificial  inland  na- 
vigation, extending  about  800  miles,  through  the  states 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio. 

A fire  occurred  at  Port  Gibson,  (Miss.)  on  the  1st 
inst.  which  destroyed  a large  portion  of  that  town.  A 
letter  to  the  editor  of  the  New  Orleans  Louisianian, 
says: 

The  loss  of  property  is  estimated  at  not  less  than  se- 
ven hundred  thousand  dollars — by  some  persons  to 
one  million.  Mostof  the  principal  merchants  are  ut- 
terly ruined.  The  court  house  was  totally  destroyed; 
and  the  whole  of  the  principal  business  street,  is  no- 
thing but  a heap  of  ruins.  The  houses  were  princi- 
pally of  brick.  I have  just  returned  from  the  scene. 
Never  in  my  life  have  I been  more  moved  by  the  sight 
of  calamity  than  at  this.  The  citizens  and  the  stran- 
gers in  town  were  in  the  greatest  agitation;  some  of  the 
unfortunate  inhabitants  were  frantic  with  loss.  The 
circitit  court  of  Claiborne  county  was  in  session  last 
week,  but  this  terrible  calamity  has  caused  the  judge 
to  adjourn  the  court,  the  records  and  papers  rescued 
front  the  burning  court  house  being  in  too  much  con- 
fusion to  be  arranged  easily  for  several  days.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  the  sympathies  of  the  whole  country  will  be 
for  the  unhappy  people  of  Port  Gibson. 

Manufacturers  at  Lowell.  There  are  eight  cotton  ma- 
nufactories at  Lowell,  Mass,  which  turn  out  an  aggre- 
gate of  about  a million  and  a quarter  of  yards  of  cloth 
weekly. 

Large  cocoonery.  The  New  York  Star  states  that 
the  Messrs.  Prince,  at  Flushing,  have  in  their  cocoone- 
ry, a million  and  a quarter  of  silk  worms,  now  feeding. 
The  number  is  sufficient  to  produce  above  500  bushels 
of  cocoons,  and  600  lbs.  of  silk.  They  have  also  a 
large  quantity  of  silk  worms’  eggs  in  their  ice  house, 
whose  hatching  is  thus  retarded  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ducing successive  crops. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  bv  the  whig 
members  of  the  Connecticut  legislature  at  its  late  ses- 
sion: 

Resolved,  That  the  confidence  we  have  ever  felt  in 
the  integrity,  patriotism  and  talents  of  Henry  Clay,  is 
confirmed  anti  strengthened  by  the  daily  history  of  his 
public  life,  as  well  as  by  the  constant  and  increasing 
attachment  of  his  fellow  citizens  throughout  the  United 


States. 

Resolved,  That  of  all  the  candidates  proposed  for  the 
presidency  of  the  United  States,  we  prefer  Henry  Clay. 
But  as  we  regard  principle  more  than  men,  and  our 
country  more  than  our  party,  we  will  cheerfully  unite 
in  die  support  of  the  candidate  who  shall  be  nominated 
by  our  political  friends  in  national  convention. 

The  Delaware  Journal  states  that  the  ship  Jefferson, 
of  Baltimore,  has  been  purchased  by  the  Wilmington 
whalinw  company,  and  is  to  be  immediately  employed 
in  the  whaling  business.  This  is  the  fifth  vessel  owned 
by  this  company.  Two  of  their  ships,  recently  arrived 
with  full  cargoes,  are  now  getting  ready  to  depart  on 
another  cruise. 


A corres]  sondent  of  the  Savannah  Republican 
makes  the  following  statement  of  the  distances  and 
changes  on  the  route  of  travel  between  that  city  and 
New  York: 


From  Savannah  to  Charleston, 

“ Charleston  to  Wilmington, 
“ Wilmington  to  Weldon, 

“ "Weldon  to  Portsmouth, 

“ Portsmouth  to  Baltimore, 

“ Baltimore  to  Philadelphia, 

“ Philadelphia  to  New  York, 


Distances.  Passage. 
95  miles.  $5  00 


165 

175 

80 

180 

95 

100 


10  00 
10  00 
5 00 
8 00 
4 00 
3 00 


Total, 


890  $45  00 


General  Washington’s  teeth.  A few  days  since  an 
engraved  profile  was  shown  to  us,  under  which  were 
these  words:  “John  Greenwood,  dentist  to  his  excel- 
lency George  Washington.’’  This  led  to  further  in- 
quiries, when  we  were  informed  that  gen.  Washing- 
ton, in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  wore  a complete  set  of 
artificial  teeth,  on  both  jaws,  which  were  manufactur- 
ed by  this  Mr.  Greenwood  who  then  resided  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  Washington  usually  had  two  sets 
on  hand,  in  order  to  meet  any  sudden  emergency,  in 
case  those  in  use  were  broken.  A letter  is  extant  in 
which  he  requests  Mr.  Greenwood  to  forward  a set, 
that  he  might  be  prepared  to  speak  before  the  ensuing 
congress.  The  last  tooth  which  was  extracted  from 
the  general,  being  carefully  preserved  came  ultimately 
into  the  possession  of  the  son  of  Mr.  Greenwood,  also 
an  eminent  dentist  of  New  York,  who  had  it  secured 
very  choicely  in  a gold  seal,  many  years  ago,  and 
which  is  still  kept,  and  believed  to  be  the  only  organic 
relic,  not  entombed,  of  that  great  and  good  man. 

Parisian  embassy.  The  Madisonian  learns  that  Mr. 
.1.  L.  O’Sullivan,  of  the  United  States  Magazine  and 
Democratic  Review,  has  been  nominated  to  the  secre- 
taryship of  the  legation  at  Paris,  and  only  awaits  the 
approbation  of  governor  Cass,  our  minister  there,  for 
the  consummation  of  the  appointment.  Mr.  O’Sulli- 
van is  a gentleman  of  fine  talents  and  will  prove  a va- 
luable member  of  the  embassy.  ‘ 

Fatal  accident.  Yesterday  evening,  a man  appa- 
rently intoxicated,  fell  with  his  neck  direcdy  over  a 
rail  of  the  Southwark  rail  road;  a car  full  of  passengers 
passing  over  his  neck  separated  the  unfortunate  man’s 
head  from  his  shoulders.  This  is  another  sad  example 
for  those  who  unduly  use  intoxicating  drinks. 

[Philadelphia  Herald. 

Great  gang  of  coiners  arrested.  The  United  States 
marshal  has,  through  the  aid  of  several  of  our  most  vi- 
gilant police  officers,  succeeded  in  capturing  two  of  a 
desperate  gang  of  coiners,  with  also  a large  quantity  of 
the  base  coins,  with  dies,  moulds,  &c. 

[N.  Y.  Courier. 

The  French  papers  have  a good  deal  to  say  of  a Mr. 
Tabarie,  who  has  discovered  a process  of  reviving  ex- 
tinct human  voices,  by  making  their  owners  breathe 
condensed  air.  He  is  busily  employed  in  restoring  to 
the  stage  some  celebrated  singers,  whose  voices  have 
absconded! 

D.  J.  McCord,  esq.  a gentleman  whose  talents  and 
legal  knowledge  and  experience  are  well  known  to  the 
state,  has  been  appointed  by  the  governor  to  compile 
and  digest  the  statutes  of  South  Carolina,  in  place  of 
Dr.  Cooper,  deceased.  [Columbia  ( S . C.)  Telescope. 

The  Vicksburg  Sentinel  announces  the  failure  of  the 
house  of  Bennet,  Forridays,  and  Co.  of  that  city,  for  up- 
wards of  a million  of  dollars. 

Light  houses  lighted  with  gas.  The  light  house  at 
Barcelona  in  Chautauque  county,  N.  York,  is  lighted 
by  natural  gas,  which  escapes  from  fissures  in. the  rocks 
near  the  shore.  The  supply  is  a never  failing  one  and 
no  light  equals  it  in  power.  A rude  reservoir  has  been 
erected  over  one  of  the  fissures  in  the  rock,  by  which 
the  gas  is  conveyed  in  pipes  to  the  light  house.  The 
Buffalo  Advertiser  reminds  us  that  there  are  gas 
streams  similar  to  those  in  Portland  or  Barcelona,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Fredonia.  a few  miles  from  Bar- 
celona, and  that  the  supply  obtained  from  them  has 
been  used  for  lighting  that  flourishing  village;  but  few 
have  any  knowledge  of  the  fact  above  mentioned.  It 
is  certainly  curious  that  gas  of  so  pure  a quality  should 
issue  from  the  earth  in  such  quantities,  and  for  such  a 
length  of  time. 

Troubles  ahead.  The  annexed  letter  which  we  copy 
from  the  Sandwich  Island  Gazette,  shows  that  the  Eng- 
lish mean  to  establish  themselves  permanently  in  the 
Oregon  territory.  The  forts  which  they  are  building, 
ostensibly  to  defend  themselves  against  the  Indians, 
will  in  due  time  be  employed  against  Americans: 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a friend  at  Columbia  river. 

“The  company  expect  to  build  a fort  on  Vancouver’s 
island  this  summer,  to  trade  for  furs,  raise  cattle  and 
sheep.  There  are  extensive  plains  on  the  south  east 
end  of  the  island,  well  calculated  for  pasturage.  They 
have  already  about  one  thousand  sheep  at  the  head  of 
Pugets  Sound,  also  on  the  Cowliteh  and  Will-a-mett 
(two  branches  of  the  Columbia)  they  have  large  herds 
of  cattle.  In  a few  years  they  anticipate  they  will 
ship  annually  to  England  cargoes  of  hides,  tallow  and 
wool.  The  two  Catholic  priests  who  came  out  this 
year  are  to  be  established  on  the  Lawlitch  to  enlighten 
the  rising  generation.” 

Horse  thieves,  in  some  states,  fare  worse  than  mur- 
derers. In  Petersburg,  Va.  a fellow,  who  stole  a horse 
and  saddle,  was  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  life. 

The  general  synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  church, 
at  their  late  session  in  Philadelphia,  passed  resolutions 
with  great  unanimity,  in  favor  of  the  colonization  so- 
ciety. 

Fire.  The  Planter’s  Hotel,  with  all  the  outbuildings, 
stables,  &c.  in  Augusta  (Geo.)  was  destroyed  by  fire 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  inst.  One  or  two 
small  buildings  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  were 
also  destroyed.  All  the  property  burned,  except  one 
small  and  unimportant  building,  belonging  to  Samuel 
Hale,  esq.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  $25,000,  on  which 
there  is  insurance  as  follows.  In  the  Charleston  insu- 
rance and  trust  co.  $8,000,  Hartford  insurance  co. 
$7,000.  Phoenix  office,  London,  $5,000.  Among  the 


travellers  staying  at  the  hotel  was  Mr.  Buckingham,  the 
oriental  traveller,  his  wife  and  son, — probably  all  of  his 
valuable  manuscripts  were  saved  from  the  flames. 

. Army  movements.  The  steamboat  Charleston  ar- 
rived at  Savannah  on  Friday  the  21st  inst.  from  Ga- 
rey’s  Ferry,  with  the  following  officers  on  board:  maj. 
R.  Bennett,  paymaster,  U.  S.  A.  capt.  Bryant,  2d  dra- 
goons and  family;  also,  lieuts.  Ker,  Graham  and  Ar- 
nold, of  the  same  regiment — lieut.  Metcalf,  ordnance, 
and  Dr.  Lamb,  a surgeon,  U.  S.  A.  with  two  compa- 
nies of  the  2d  dragoons. 

All  of  the  officers  before  named,  proceed,  with  the 
dragoons,  for  New  York,  excepting  maj.  Bennett  and 
lieut.  Metcalf,  who  return  to  Florida  in  a few  days. 

Two  companies  of  the  2d  regiment  of  dragoons,  (E. 
and  C.)  arrived  at  Fort  Columbus,  (New  York  har- 
bor), from  Florida,  on  Sunday  last,  in  the  brig  Mary 
Barnard,  under  the  command  of  lieuts.  H.  W.  Mer- 
rill and  Z.  P.  Inge. 

The  price  of  wheat  was  nine  shillings  per  bushel  in 
the  city  yesterday,  and  still  on  the  decline. 

[Rochester  Democrat,  June  22. 

The  last  of  the  Huguenots.  Died  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  on  the  17th  inst.  Mr.  Stephen  Thomas 
in  the  83th  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  T.  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Eyinet,  department  La  Dordogne,  France, 
on  the  19th  of  August,  A.  D.  1750,  and  fled  with  an 
elder  maiden  sister  to  London,  in  1764,  to  join  the  rev. 
Mr.  Gibert,  who  with  his  congregation  had  also  been 
compelled  to  seek  an  asylum  from  the  persecutions 
which  they  endured  in  their  native  land.  This  con- 
gregation of  exiles  consisted  of  nearly  one  hundred  in- 
dividuals; and  by  a kind  Providence  they  arrived  here 
in  safety  on  the  12th  of  April,  1764,  where  the  subjeetof 
this  notice  has  ever  since  resided.  At  an  early  period 
of  the  revolutionary  struggle,  Mr.  T. returned  to  his  na- 
tive. country  on  business,  where  he  suffered  a painful 
detention  from  his  family  for  about  three  years.  On  his 
return,  he  was  captured  by  the  British  fleet,  in  the 
Chesapeake,  where  he  remained  some  time  a prisoner. 
At  length,  being  exchanged  he  returned  to  Charleston, 
and  immediately  joined  the  troops  in  defence  of  his 
adopted  country,  was  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Moultre,  and 
afterwards  was  with  general  Marion  to  the  close  of  the 
war.  [Observer. 

New  invention.  A surgeon  of  Guernsey,  Mr.  Le 
Mesurier,  has  recently  invented  a new  pump  for  ships 
and  mines,  on  a principle  infinitely  superior,  for  all 
practical  purposes,  to  any  yet  discovered.  In  this 
pump  the  piston  is  dispensed  with,  and  a vacuum  is 
produced  by  means  of  an  India-rubber  bag  stretched 
on  rings.  Some  of  its  peculiarities  are  the  total  absence 
of  friction,  the  impossibility  of  getting  choked  by  sand, 
wheat  or  even  small  stones,  and  a capability  in  a small 
sized  one  worked  by  one  man,  of  delivering  a hogshead 
of  water  in  a minute  and  a half.  Mr.  Le  Mesurier  has 
been  offered  twelve  thousand  pounds  for  the  patent. 

Interest  of  Russia  in  American  steam  navigation.  It 
is  stated  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette,  that  captain  Pepin, 
who,  in  conjunction  with  lieutenant  Sliaronbien,  both 
of  the  Russian  naval  engineer  service,  is  visiting  the 
states  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  in  order  to  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  steam  navigation  on 
those  waters — has  reached  that  city  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  duty  confided  to  him.  Among  other  matters 
which  engaged  his  attention  at  Pittsburg  was  the  U.  S. 
snag  boat,  tor  the  removal  of  snags  from  the  rivers,  of 
which  he  has  made  a drawing,  with  an  expectation 
that  similar  boats  may  be  found  useful  on  the  Don  and 
Wolga,  and  other  Russian  rivers. 

J.  Fennimore  Cooper.  In  the  last  Cooperstown,  (Ot- 
sego county),  Republican,  there  is  a paragraph  which 
states  that  the  grand  jury  of  that  county  had  just  found 
bills  for  libel,  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Cooper,  against 
Mr.  Webb,  editor  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer;  Mr. 
Weed,  editor  of  the  Albany  Evening  Journal;  and  Mr. 
Pellett,  editor  of  the  Chenango  Telegraph. 

Curious  case.  When  Dr.  Theller,  the  patriot,  was 
taken  prisoner  near  Malden,  by  the  British,  he  had 
money  and  a watch  about  him  to  the  value  of  $85.  Of 
this,  according  to  the  practice  of  war,  he  was  imme- 
diately robbed  by  the  captors.  Dr.  Reynolds,  of  Mal- 
den, was  one  of  the  capturing  party,  and  he  happening 
to  be  in  Detroit,  was  arrested  at  the  suit  of  Theller  for 
the  debt.  The  case  has  since,  been  tried  before  a jus- 
tice at  Detroit,  and  the  jury  returned  a verdict  in  favor 
of  Dr.  Theller,  for  $85  and  costs.  Reynolds  said  he 
took  the  property  by  order  of  his  commanding  officer. 

We  understand  that  seventy-five  men  and  girls  ar- 
rived in  this  town  last  week  from  Liverpool,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  factories  at  Chicopee. 

[Springfield  Mass.  Repub. 

Vigorous  old  age.  Says  the  Salem  Gazette,  capt. 
Benjamin  Webber,  ol  Gloucester,  a veteran  of  the  re- 
volution, now  84  years  old,  started  from  home  about  4 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  on  foot,  walked  to  Salem,  a 
distance  of  about  15  miles,  and  took  the  10  c’clock 
train  of  cars  for  Boston.  He  walked  a good  deal  about 
Boston;  walked  to  Charlestown  and  back  to  Boston, 
and  then  took  the  afternoon  cars  for  Salem.  On  ar- 
riving at  Salem,  he  resumed  his  homeward  walk,  and 
arrived  within  a few  miles  of  his  residence,  when  he 
was  taken  up  by  the  Gloucester  stage,  and  carried  the 
rest  of  the  way.  All  this  was  accomplished  between 
sun  and  sun,  the  veteran  having  walked  more  than 
thirty  miles,  and  travelled  on  the  rail  road  about  the 
same  distance. 


. NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 

Fifth  serifs.  No.  19. — Vol.  VI.]  BALTIMORE,  JULY  6,  1839:  [Vol.  LVI. — Whole  No.  1,449. 

THE  FAST — THE  TRESENT — FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


BY  WM.  OGDEN  NILES,  EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY, 

Treasury  notes.  Treasury  department , July  1, 
1839.  The  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes  autho- 
rised by  the  act  of  October  12,  1837,  has  been  issu- 
ed, viz:  $10,000,000  00 

Of  that  issue  there  has 
been  redeemed  as  as- 
certained and  esti- 
mated the  sum  of  9,576,442  00 


Leaving  outstanding  of  the  first  issue 

the  sum  of  $423,558  00 

In  lieu  of  those  re- 
deemed there  has 
been  issued  under  act 
of  21st  May,  1838  $5,709,810  01 

Of  that  issue  there  has 
been  redeemed  as  as- 
certained and  esti- 
mated the  sum  of  4,532,101  44 


Leaving  outstanding  of  the  second  is- 
sue the  sum  of  1,177,708. 57 


Aggregate  of  first  and  second  issues 
outstanding  1,601,266  57 

The  issues  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1839,  amount 
to  3,857,276  21 


Making  the  aggregate  outstanding  $5,458,542  78 
Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Florida.  From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 
Judging  Irom  the  tone  of  the  newspapers  in  that 
territory,  we  should  be  induced  to  suppose  that  a 
great  degree  of  excitement  existed  with  respect  to 
the  late  pacification  ot  the  Indians;  but  olher  ac- 
counts both  oral  and  written,  give  a contrary  im- 
pression, and  represent  that  the  excitement  is  con- 
fined to  those  who  are  interested  in  continuing  the 
war,  or  for  some  cause  desire  the  total  expulsion  of 
the  Indians. 

Among  the  latest  and  most  positive  testimony 
that  we  have  seen,  of  the  peaceable  intentions  of  the 
Indians,  and  of  the  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants  at 
the  conclusion  of  hostilities,  is  contained  in  a letter 
written  to  major  general  Macomb  by  colonels  War- 
ren and  Mills,  who  commanded  each  a regiment  of 
Florida  militia,  have  traversed  the  whole  territory, 
and  are  familiar  with  the  views  and  feelings  of  the 
citizens.  This  letter  is  so  much  to  the  point,  that 
we  requested  and  have  obtained  a copy  for  publica- 
tion. 

Jacksonville,  Florida,  June  15,  1839. 

General : You  will  no  doubt  have  been  somewhat 
surprised  at  seeing  by  the  papers  of  St.  Augustine 
and  Tallahassee,  that  great  excitement  is  stated  by 
them  to  prevail  in  the  country,  in  consequence  of 
the  treaty  or  provisional  agreement  entered  into  by 
you  with  the  Indians.  You  may  he  assured  that 
this  feeling  exists  no  where  in  the  country.  The 
nerve  and  sinew  of  the  counties  of  Alachua,  Co- 
lumbia, Duval  and  Nassau,  who  have  suffered  so 
much  by  this  war,  most  readily  agreed  long  since 
that  the  expulsion  of  the  Indians  by  an  armed  force 
was  a matter  to  be  terminated  some  twenty  years 
hence;  and  having  suffered  such  great  losses  of  pro- 
perty, as  well  as  of  life,  particularly  for  the  last 
year,  hail  with  great  satisfaction  the  present  ar- 
rangement, as  affording  the  only  probable  assurance 
of  peace  and  quiet. 

Those  persons  who  are  so  loud  in  their  denuncia- 
tions, are  for  the  most  part  men  who  have  never 
been  through  the  country  at  all,  and  are  therefore 
unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  country  or  of 
the  enemy  to  be  contended  with.  It  will  readily  be 
admitted  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  the 
Indians  removed;  but  if  that  object  cannot  be  effect- 
ed without  such  immense  sacrifices,  we  say  peace 
is  actually  indispensable. 

If  they  will  keep  to  the  limits  assigned  them, 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  between  the  citizens  and 
them;  and  if,  at  any  future  time,  the  government  de- 
sire to  remove  them,  it  can  much  more  readily  be 
effected  after  all  angry  feelings  shall  have  subsided, 
and  when  the  country'  bordering  the  limits  assigned 
them  will  be  settled  up.  With  sentiments  of  high 
respect,  we  are,  general,  your  most  obedient  servants, 
John  Warren, 

. W.  J.  Mills. 

May.  gen.  A.  Macomb,  commanding  U.  S.  army. 
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Garey’s  Ferry,  E.  F.  June  18th.,  1839. 

Since  my  last,  nothing  of  interest  has  transpired. 
Indians,  wandering  in  all  directions,  are  daily  met 
by  the  expresses  that  constantly  pass  between  this 
depot  and  the  numerous  posts  north  of  the  Withla- 
coochee,  and  seem  peacefully  inclined. 

It  has  doubtless  been  suggested  to  your  mind  on 
perusing  general  Macomb’s  “order”  of  the  18th  of 
May,  announcing  the  termination  of  hostilities,  that 
his  arrangement  is  a tacit  but  free  avowal  of  the 
fraudulence  of  the  Payne’s  Landing  treaty,  which 
produced  this  atrocious  and  expensive  war.  A fa- 
vorite system  of  policy  of  general  Cass,  while  ad- 
ministering the  affairs  of  the  Indian  department  was 
to  consummate  all  his  treaties  by  force.  I will  in- 
stance the  present  case.  He  invested  a commis- 
sioner with  restrictive  powers  to  negotiate  with  the 
Seminoles;  and  the  ingenious  architect  of  flimsy  fa- 
brics— such  as  Cass’s  Indian  treaties — met  and  ac- 
quainted them  of  his  being  sent  by  the  president  to 
buy  their  lands  if  they  would  go  west.  They  an- 
swered “no!  we  prefer  remaining  where  we  are.” 
“That  won’t  do,”  said  the  colonel,  “ general  Jack- 
son’s friends  want  this  land,  and  you  must  go  west; 
here’s  the  land  he  will  give  you  in  exchange.” 
The  negro  interpreters  being  bribed  with  a promise 
of  two  hundred  dollars  each,  had  no  difficulty  in 
getting  the  Indians  after  they  had  been  plied  with 
whiskey  to  drunkenness,  to  yield  their  assent  to  the 
thing  called  treaty,  and  a deputation  was  hustled  off 
to  examine  the  western  lands.  Misrepresentation 
again  took  place,  and  the  Indians  signified  their  ap- 
probation of  w'hat  (hey  did  not  comprehend;  the 
agents  construed  it  into  a ratification  of  a treaty, 
which  the  Indians  have  constantly  declared  was 
forced  upon  them.  A war  ensued.  Twenty  or 
more  millions  are  expended;  and  the  commanding 
general  of  the  army  finally  sues  for  peace,  and  yields 
to  his  victors  as  much  or  more  land  than  the 
Payne's  Landing  treaty  contemplated  defrauding  them 
of!  Another  part  of  the  general’s  order  is  worthy 
of  comment.  Instead  of  interdicting  intercourse  of 
whatever-character,  except  by  regularly  constituted 
agents,  and  otherwise  making  it  a penal  offence,  the 
general  authorises  commanding  officers  of  posts  to 
grant  permission  to  whomsoever  they  may  think 
proper.  And  for  what?  Who  has  business  there 
unless  they  be  agents  of  government?  And  do  they 
require  any  other  permission  than  the  warrant  of  the 
president,  which  they  carry  in  their  pockets?  But 
here’s  the  evil.  Officers  having  authority  to  grant 
or  deny  permission  to  applicants,  unpopularity,  nay, 
proscription  is  the  fate  of  him  who  refuses;  because 
none  but  the  president’s  friends,  for  whose  especial 
benefit  the  war  was  got  up,  seek  intercourse  from 
mercenary  views,  and  to  oppose  them  would  be  the 
warranto  mori.  The  same  evil  exists  in  the  present 
army  regulation — by  the  by,  also  got  up  by  the  ge- 
neral. If  one  officer  exercises  that  judicious  au- 
thority conferred  by  law,  and  prohibits  the  sutler 
crediting  his  (the  officer’s)  company  for  more  each 
month  than  one  half  their  monthly  pay,  whilst 
another,  less  regardless  of  the  interests  or  happiness 
of  his  men,  permits  the  sutler  to  take  all  their  pay 
— the  former  will  be  inevitably  sacrificed  to  gratify 
the  vengeance  of  the  sutler,  (who  of  course  is  a 
loco  loco),  and  the  latter  officer  renders  himself  the 
more  popular.  This  frequently  occurs. 

The  boat  is  on  the  verge  of  departure,  and  the 
quartermaster’s  cry  “be  olf  captain,”  admonishes 
me  to  close  for  tne  present,  with  the  promise  of 
further  views  by  next  boat. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  Tallahassee  Flo- 
ridian of  the  22d  ult. 

The  extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Poinsett  to  a ci- 
tizen of  this  territory,  affords  satisfactory  evidence 
that  the  government  have  resolved  that  under  no 
circumstances  shall  the  Seminoles  be  suffered  to  re- 
main permanently  in  Florida.  The  Washington 
Metropolis,  a paper  supposed  to  be  in  the  confidence 
of  the  administration,  edited  by  judge  T.  J.  Smith, 
lately  of  this  territory,  confirms  this  determination 
of  the  executive,  by  information  derived  from  “un- 
doubted authority.”  So  far  so  good.  We  learn  go- 
vernor Call  has  not  been  officially  informed  of  the 
views  of  the  government  since  gen.  Macomb’s  ar- 
rangement. 

Sir:  I take  the  liberty  of  requesting  the  publica- 
tion of  the  enclosed  extract  from  a letter  from  the 
secretary  at  war,  which  places  the  arrangement 
made  by  Macomb  in  its  true  light.  It  clearly  shews 


that  the  administration  have  no  idea  of  substituting 
the  armistice  made  by  gen.  Macomb  for  the  treaty 
of  Payne’s  Landing: 

“We  must  expect  hostilities  to  be  partially  con- 
tinued for  a short  period  after  an  armistice;  but,  I 
am  ofopinion  that  the  arrangement  made  by  gen. 
Macomb  will  lead  to  the  pacification  of  the  country 
and  enable  me  to  remove  the  Indians  from  the  ter- 
ritory much  sooner  than  can  be  done  by  force.” 
(Signed)  J.  R.  Poinsett. 

Army  movements.  The  steamboat  Charleston 
arrived  at  Savannah  on  Friday,  from  Garey’s  Ferry, 
with  the  following  officers  on  board: 

Major  R.  Bennet,  paymaster,  United  States 
army;  captain  Bryant,  2d  dragoons,  and  family; 
also,  lieuts.  Ker,  Graham  and  Arnold,  of  the  same 
regiment;  lieut.  Metcalf,  ordnance,  and  Dr.  Lamb, 
a surgeon,  U.  S.  army,  with  two  companies  of  the 
2d  dragoons. 

All  of  the  officers  before  named  proceed,  with 
the  dragoons,  for  New  York,  excepting  major  Ben- 
net  and  lieut.  Metcalf,  who  return  to  Florida  in  a 
few  days. 

The  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  Major 
Erant,  organized  at  St.  Louis,  on  Saturday  the  15th 
June,  at  the  Union  Hotel.  No  business  of  import- 
ance was  transacted. 

The  court  is  composed  of  the  following  gentle- 
men, all  of  whom  were  present: 

1 Bt.  brig.  gen.  J.  E.  Wool,  inspector  gen. 

2 Bt.  brig.  gen.  W.  K.  Armistead,  col.  3d  ar- 
tillery. 

3 Bt.  col.  J.  B.  Walbach,  lieut.  col.  1st.  art. 

4 Col.  G.  Croghan,  inspector  general. 

5 Col.  S.  W.  Kearney,  1st  dragoons. 

6 Bt.  col.  W.  S.  Foster,  It.  col.  4th  infantry. 

7 Col.  T.  Cross,  assistant  qr.  master  gen. 

8 Maj.  H.  K.  Craig,  ordnance. 

9 Major  M.  M.  Payne,  2d  artillery. 

10  Major  H.  Bache,  topographical  engr. 

11  Bt.  major  Levi  Whiting,  4th  artillery. 

12  Major  J.  P.  Taylor,  commissary  of  sub. 

13  Captain  D.  H.  Vinton,  asst.  q.  master. 

Capt  W.  C.  DeHart,  2d  artillery,  judge  adv. 

Brandon  bank.  A respectable  gentlemen  of 
this  city,  who  has  recently  returned  from  a visit  to 
Brandon,  assures  us  that  he  was  informed  by  the 
officers  of  the  bank  at  that  place,  that  they  will,  with- 
out doubt,  redeem  their  issues  by  paying  one-third 
the  amount  by  the  1st  of  July  next,  giving  post 
notes  with  5 per  cent,  interest  for  the  balance;  and 
by  the  1st  of  August  they  will  resume  entirely. 
The  bank  has  recently  received  all  her  account 
sales  of  52,000  bales  from  Humphreys  & Biddle, 
through  the  house  of  Hobson  & Gouch,  of  this  city, 
and  is  also  ready  to  draw  on  8,000  bales  of  last 
year’s  advances  a part  of  which  were  sold  in  New 
Orleans,  and  7,000  bales  which  were  sold  in  New 
York  from  Washington’s  press,  Vicksburg;  making 
in  the  whole  68,000  bales,  which  will  probably  ave- 
rage forty  dollars  per  bale,  making  2,400,000  dol- 
lars. The  bank  has  only  drawn  for  1,200,000  dol- 
lars of  which  she  has  used  but  about  900,000  dol- 
lars. 

If  this  statement  be  correct,  and  we  have  no  rea- 
son to  doubt  it,  we  expect  to  see  the  Brandon  bank 
come  out  all  right  after  all.  [W.  Orleans  Pic, 

Safety  fund  bank  notes.  By  the  following 
letter  copied  from  the  Argus  of  yesterday,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  threebanks  in  thi3  city,  which  agreed 
to  redeem  the  bills  of  the  country  safety  fund  banks, 
have  given  notice  that  such  agreement  shall  cease 
“from  and  after  the  27th  of  July  next.”  This,  we 
hesitate  not  to  say,  is  a very  judieious  step  on  the 
part  of  the  banks  in  this  city;  and  we  believe  also 
that  the  country  banks  will  be  equally  henefitted. 
Unless  some  such  arrangement  is  made  as  exists 
with  the  banks  in  Boston,  the  country  banks  will 
find  their  interests  best  promoted  by  making  indi- 
vidual arrangements  in  this  city  for  the  redemption 
of  their  bills,  or  not,  as  they  shall  deem  best. 

New  York,  26th  June,  1839. 

Sir:  On  the  18th  of  May  last,  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  the  Merchants’  Exchange 
Bank  and  the  Leather  Manufacturers’  Bank,  re- 
newed the  arrangement  with  the  western  banks, 
until  the  first  of  August,  1840 — either  party  having 
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the  privilege  of  discontinuing  the  arrangement,  at 
any  time  prior  to  that  date,  after  30  days  notice  to 
that  effect. 

In  the  published  report  of  the  committee  on  be- 
half of  the  western  banks,  it  is  truly  stated  that  the 
amount  of  safety  fund  bank  notes,  which  had  ap- 
peared for  several  weeks  previous,  had  been  so 
much  larger  than  was  anticipated,  that  the  city 
banks  had  entered  into  the  renewal  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  some  reluctance,  but  the  committee  on 
behalf  of  the  western  banks,  so  strongly  expressed 
an  opinion  that  the  pressure  would  cease  after  a 
few  weeks,  and  knowing  that  last  year,  the  influx 
of  country  hank  notes  greatly  decreased  about  the 
first  of  June — and  referring  also  to  the  right  of  end- 
ing the  arrangement  by  givtng  30  days  irotice,  the 
city  banks  were  induced  to  agree  to  the  renewal. 

The  city  banks  were  also  greatly  influenced  in 
continuing  the  business,  by  a reluctance  to  break 
up  an  arrangement  w hich  was  believed  to  be  a great 
public  convenience,  and  which  had  a tendency  to 
give  general  confidence. 

Since  the  18th  of  May,  however,  the  expecta- 
tions then  entertained,  in  relation  to  a diminished 
amount  to  be  received,  have  not  been  realiz  'd;  for, 
on  the  evening  of  Saturday  the  22d  inst.  the  Bank 
of  the  State  of  New  York  alone  held  the  notes  of 
the  country  banks  to  the  amount  of  $1,788,002.— 
Another  week  commenced  on  Monday,  when  it 
took  in  $74,190;  and  on  Tuesday  $103,924,  with 
a prospect  that,  by  Saturday  evening  next,  the  bank 
will  again  hold  more  than  $1,500,000. 

Without,  therefore,  adverting  to  any  other  causes, 
the  three  city  banks  have  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  they  have  not  the  means  to  do  justice  to  their 
city  dealers  and  continue  the  arrangement. 

Otj-The  three  city  banks  accordingly  hereby 
give  notice,  that  from  and  after  the  27th  day  of  Ju- 
ly next,  they  will  cease  taking  the  notes  of  the 
country  banks  under  the  arrangement  made  in  May 
1838,  and  renewed  on  the  18th  of  May,  of  this 
year.  Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  Lawrence,  ■president. 

R.  W ithers,  cashier. 

W.  M.  Vermilye,  cashier. 

F.  C.  Tucker,  president. 

The  Philadelphia  Loan  company.  The 
Ledger  states  that  the  expected  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  made  to  the  meeting  of  creditors  on  Fri- 
day afternoon.  The  debts  due  by  the  company 
consist  of  $310,000  of  certificates,  $50,000  depo- 
sites,  and  $1,000  issue  of  small  notes.  The  assets 
are  stated  at  $280,000,  details  not  njentioned.  Du- 
ring the  three  years  of  its  existence,  the  bad  debts 
have  been  $135,000,  and  doubtful  $3$, 000.  The 
stock  of  the  company  is  $500,000,  of  which  $380,000 
is  pledged  on  stock  notes,  and  $50,000  forfeited  and 
purchased  by  the  company,  making  the  actual  stock 
paid,  $70,000.  The  committee  recommended  a re- 
suscitation. 

Dyott’s  Manual  Labor  bank.  The  mayor's 
decision.  Jacob  Ridgway,  Daniel  Mann  and  Thos. 
W.Dyott,  jr.  appeared  on  Wednesday  morning  be- 
fore the  mayor,  at  11  o’clock,  when  his  honor  de- 
livered, in  substance,  the  following  opinion  relative 
to  certain  charges  preferred  against  them.  We 
commend  it  to  attention  as  a proper  and  dispas- 
sionate view  of  the  position  in  which  the  defen- 
dants are  placed,  without  any  testimony  having  been 
heard  in  their  favor: 

“This  is  a case  of  conspiracy,  in  which  certain 
individuals  are  charged  with  colluding  together  to 
do  an  unlawful  act. 

“It  is  one  of  deep  interest  to  the  parties  concern- 
ed. and  highly  important  to  the  community.  I 
need  not  here  remind  the  parties  that  this  is  only 
an  examination  by  the  mayor,  in  order  to  decide  if 
there  be  probable  cause  for  a judicial  investigation; 
but  it  may  be  proper  to  suggest  to  others,  who 
have  heard  so  much  testimony  given  here  and 
spread  before  the  public,  that  this  is  an  ex  parte 
examination,  in  which  all  the  testimony  is  heard 
against  the  defendants,  and  none  in  their  favor;  and 
although  it  may  be  the  duty  of  a magistrate  to  bind 
over,  a judicial  tribunal  may  entirely  acquit.  It  is 
unjust,  then,  to  form  an  opinion  unfavorable  to 
these  parties,  some  of  whom  have  for  many  years 
been  among  the  most  respectable  of  our  commu- 

mt“From  the  partial  nature  of  our  examination,  it 
must  fall  heavily  on  the  defendants  Let  us,  then, 
forbear  hastily  to  condemn  any  one.  The  duty  of 
the  magistrate  is  to  hear  the  testimony,  and  if  he  is 
satisfied  there  is  cause  to  bind  over,  he  must  do  so. 
After  carefully  considering  the  testimony  in  the 
case,  I am  of  opinion  that  there  is  cause  to  bind  over 
the  defendants. 

“I  there(oretdirect  that  Thomas  W.  Dyott,  and 
Jacob  Ridgway.and  T.  W.  Dyott  and  Daniel  Mann 


be  bound  over  to  the  next  court  of  criminal  sessions, 
on  a charge  of  conspiracy  to  defraud,  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000  each.  T.  W.  Dyott  is  already  in  custody;  J. 
B.  & C.  W.  Dyott  have  not  appeared  before  me. 
There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  testimony  to  au- 
thorise the  binding  over  of  Thomas  W.Dyott, jr. 
and  he  is  discharged. 

“Much  has  been  said  during  the  examination  re- 
lative to  Stephen  Simpson,  a witness  for  the  prose- 
cution, and  of  his  connexion  with  T.  W.  Dyott.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  remove  the  impression  from 
my  mind  that  he  has  been  an  active  agent  in  (he 
transactions  of  the  Manual  Labor  bank  from  its 
very  commencement.  I therefore  hold  Stephen 
Simpson  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  $1,000,  to  the  next 
court  of  criminal  sessions,  on  a charge  of  conspiracy 
with  Dr.  Dyott.” 

Daniel  Mann  and  Stephen  Simpson  gave  bail; 
Jacob  Ridgway  refused  to  give  bail,  and  surrender- 
ed himself  intolhe  custody  of  the  high  constable, 
and  applied  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  which  was  granted.  The 
writ  was  made  returnable  on  Wednesday  next,  and 
in  the  mean  time,  judge  Randall  held  Mr.  Ridgway 
to  bail  in  the  required  sum  of  $5,000  for  his  ap- 
pearance. By  this  proceeding,  his  whole  case  will 
have  to  undergoe  another  examination,  the  object 
in  view  being  the  final  discharge  of  the  defendant, 
as  his  counsel  assume  that  sufficient  cause  has  not 
been  shown  authorising  his  being  bound  over  on 
the  charge  alleged  against  him. 

f Phil.  Nat.  Gaz. 

Missouri  iron  mountain.  The  St.  Louis  Bul- 
letin of  the  19th  June  says  that  the  Iron  Mountain 
rail  road  company  have  succeeded  in  disposing  of 
$600,000  of  their  stock  in  New  York,  to  Messrs. 
Rothschilds,  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Seshel,  and 
that  genera]  Jones  leaves  immediately  for  Europe 
to  complete  the  engagement  and  receivp  the  money. 
It  is  added  “that  the  Rothschilds  expressed  them- 
selves gratified  with  the  charter,  and  were  anxious 
to  obtain  the  whole  amount  of  the  stock;  and  have 
likewise  offered  the  company  as  much  money  as 
they  required  to  carry  on  the  operations,  at  5 per 
cent,  per  annum.  Two  extensive  manufactures  in 
iron,  one  from  New  York,  and  the  other  from  Bal- 
timore, are  now  on  their  way  to  the  mountain  for 
the  purpose  of  examination.” 

Missouri  river.  The  Globe  states  that  infor- 
mation has  been  received  at  the  engineer  depart- 
ment, from  the  superintendent  of  the  improvement  of 
the  Missouri  river,  that  the  steam  snag  boat  Helio- 
polis had  worked  280  miles  up  from  the  mouth,  and 
removed  all  the  most  dangerous  snags  from  the  main 
channel.  The  river  is  represented  as  being  much 
changed  in  its  appearance,  and  the  navigation  so 
much  improved,  that  up  to  the  point  reached  by  the 
snag  boat,  steamers  are  now  enabled  to  run  in  the 
night,  which  was  not  attempted  by  any  of  them 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  work. 

Silk  farm  in  Pittsylvania.  The  Danville  Re- 
porter announces  the  arrival  there  of  Mr.  Morris  Pol- 
lok,  the  enterprising  proprietor  of  the  Glovan  Silk 
factory,  npar  Glasgow  in  Scotland.  As  already  un- 
derstood by  our  readers,  he  proposes  to  establish  a 
silk  farm  near  Danville,  on  which  he  expects  to  raise 
$150,000  worth  of  the  raw  material  annually  to  sup- 
ply his  establishment  in  Scotland.  The  Danville 
Reporter  says  tfiat  he  intends  to  commence  opera- 
tions immediately.  The  superintendent  of  the  es- 
tablishment, and  several  hands  just  from  the  “old 
country,”  were  “upon  the  ground.”  Mr.  P.  brought 
with  him  several  species  of  the  mulberry.  He  also 
brought  over  many  of  the  finest  varieties  of  the 
grape,  and  designs  to  test  the  adaptation  of  the  soil 
and  climate  about  Danville  to  the  growth  of  the 
vine.  We  predict  that  he  will  find  both  admirably 
suited.  [ Richmond  Compiler. 

The  naval  school  for  boys  at  Brooklyn  is  said 
to  be  fulfilling  the  highest  expectation  of  its  friends. 
The  discipline  and  instruction  is  such  as  to  inspire 
the  pupils  with  a high  self-respect,  while  they  are 
instructed  in  all  the  branches  of  science  and  art, 
which  pertain  to  good  seamanship.  The  United 
States  sloop  of  war,  St.  Louis,  captain  Franch  For- 
rest, now  ready  for  a cruise  to  the  Pacific,  has  been 
rigged  entirely  by  the  apprentice  boys,  under  the 
direction  of  captain  H.  W.  Odgen,  of  the  Hudson 
frigate,  and  the  1st  lieutenant  J.  Harding  Marshall. 
It  is  said  that  the  blocks  are  strapped,  and  the  rig- 
ging set  up  in  a style  worthy  of  old  tars. 

There  are  about  100,000  seamen  in  the  United 
States,  and  of  this  number  a great  majority  are  fo- 
reigners. The  plan  of  school  ships,  if  carried  out, 
would  probahly  train  up  an  adequate  body  of  Ame- 
rican seamen. 


Newfoundland.  A disagreement  between  the 
governor  and  the  legislature,  on  a question  of  privi- 
lege, has  led  to  the  prorogation  of  the  fatter,  until 
the  home  government  could  determine  the  point. — 
The  case  is  this:  the  clerk  of  the  assembly  being 
absent,  the  governor  commissioned  a Mr.  H.  W. 
Hoyles  as  acting  clerk.  The  assembly  looked  upon 
this  as  an  invasion — and  so  it  would  seem  to  be — of 
their  rights;  and  immediately  appointed  Mr.  W. 
Dillon,  who  took  his  seat  at  the  table.  Thereupon, 
the  governor  prorogued  the  assembly. 

Upper  Canada.  The  Torento  Examiner  alle- 
ges that  constant  emigration  is  going  on  from  U pper 
Canada  to  the  United  States,  owing  to  “tory  per- 
secution,” and  the  uncertain  condition  of  the  pro- 
vince. There  is  no  doubt,  we  apprehend,  that  the 
attempts  at  revolution  have  paralysed  all  undertak- 
ings, and  materially  injured  the  country.  Revolu- 
tions are  not  playthings — and  least  of  all,  such  revo- 
lutions as  that  attempted  in  the  Canadas,  where, 
after  stimulating  the  unthinking  and  excitable  into 
open  revolt,  the  ringleaders,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, fled  to  our  borders,  leaving  their  deluded  and 
more  sincere  followers  to  bear  the  penalty  of  the 
whole  offence. 

Consul  Trist.  This  eminent  personage  ought 
not  to  write  letters;  or  if  he  does  he  should  enjoin 
his  friends  not  to  publish  them,  here  is  an  extract 
from  one  of  his  effusions,  which  some  very  injudi- 
cious crony  has  communicated  to  one  of  the  New 
Orleans  papers. 

“With  regard  to  the  newspapers,  the  only  con- 
cern they  give  me  is  through  my  friends.  As  for 
the  thing  itself,  and  its  direct  bearing  upon  me, 
they  might  howl  or  bray  ad  libitum  from  one  end  of 
the  year  to  the  other,  and  the  subject  would  be  one 
of  just  as  much  interest  to  me  as  the  croaking  of 
the  crapaux  in  any  given  marais  of  Louisiana,  1,000 
miles  off. 

“But  my  friends  and  the  public  are  entitled  to 
hear  some  truth  in  the  midst  of  all  this  lying,  and 
they  shall  have  it,  but  they  must  be  patient.  My 
friends  must  rest  satisfied  with  the  assurance  which 
I give  them,  that  they  could  not  wish  for  me  a 
prouder  distinction  than  that  which  awaits  me.  If 
you  were  to  set  your  imagination  to  work  to  devise 
all  the  shapes  which  falsehood  could  assume  to- 
ward a man  in  my  position,  you  would  not  count 
up  half  the  heads  of  the  hydra  now  hissing  at  me, 
and  which  it  has  been  giveri  me  to  exterminate.  I 
wish  you  could  see,  were  it  ever  so  partially,  the 
club  that  I have  got.  * * * * 

“I  have  a number  of  issues  to  make  before  the 
American  people,  and  those  who  have  compelled 
me  to  make  them,  will  be  sicker  of  the  undertak- 
ing than  ever  they  were  of  any  in  their  lives  be- 
fore.” 

If  the  consul  is  going  to  do  such  wonders  with 
his  club,  we  wish  he  would  set  about  it.  He  brags 
fiercely — we  would  like  to  see  how  his  performance 
will  match.  [New  York  Com.  Mv. 

The  late  election  in  Pennsylvania.  A 
coirespondent  wishes  to  know  what  was  the  real 
vote  for  governor,  and  upon  the  question  of  the 
amended  constitution,  at  the  October  election. — 
The  subjoined  are  the  returns,  as  reported  to  the 
senate  a few  weeks  since,  by  a committee  appoint- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  examining  well  the  subject, 
and  adopted  and  placed  on  the  journals  of  that  body 
as  the  true  and  complete  vote.  They  include  all 
the  districts  which  had  been  omitted  or  rejected  in 
the  first  returns. 

Governor — Porter,  133,550;  Ritner,  126,629;  ma- 
jority for  Porter,  7,521. 

Amendments — For  amendments,  119,228;  against 
amendments — 116,076;  majority  for  amendments, 
3,152. 

Mormon  meeting.  Agreeably  to  public  no- 
tice, a meeting  wa3  held  in  the  college  chapel 
last  evening,  which  was  opened  by  a few  remarks 
from  a gentleman  accompanying  Mr.  Greene;  af- 
ther  which  Mr.  Greene  gave  a statement  of  the 
early  settlement  of  the  Mormons  in  Missouri,  and 
a history  of  their  persecution,  which  has  hardly 
a parallel  even  in  the  persecution  of  the  primitive 
Christians.  They  were  ruthlessly  driven  from 
their  homes,  their  property  destroyed,  the  women 
and  children  forced  into  the  woods  without  any 
shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the  w'erther,  (it  be- 
ing the  month  of  January)  where  they  roamedabout 
till  their  feet  became  so  sore  that  their  enemies 
tracked  them  by  foot-prints  of  blood.  The  men 
were  in  many  instances  cruelly  murdered.  On  one 
occasion  the  mob  attacked  a smith-shop,  into  which 
nine  of  the  Mormons  and  two  boys  had  taken  re- 
fuge; it  being  a log  house,  the  mob  fired  between 
the  logs,  and  killed  every  one  of  the  nine  men;  then 
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entered  and  dragged  the  two  boys  from  under  the 
beUows,  wtho  begged  for  mercy  in  most  piteous 
tones;  one  of  the  miscreants  applying  his  rifle  to 
the  ear  of  the  youngest,  (who  was  but  nine  years 
old)  said,  “my  lad,  we  have  no  time  to  quarter  you, 
but  we  will  halve  you,”  and  immediately  shotaway 
the  whole  upper  portion  of  his  head.  The  other 
boy  was  severely  wounded  in  the  hip,  but  had  the 
presence  of  mind  to  fall  and  remain  quiet,  and  so 
escaped:  he  is  still  living,  and  is  at  Quincy,  III. — 
Speaking  of  the  massacre  he  said,  “they  had  killed 
my  lather  and  brother,  and  I was  afraid  if  I moved 
they  would  kill  me  too.”  To  cap  the  climax,  the 
villains  plundered  the  dead  bodies  of  their  clothes, 
8cc.  In  another  instance,  a part  of  the  mob  pursu- 
ed an  aged  man,  who,  finding  he  could  not  escape, 
turned,  and  raising  his  hands  to  heaven,  begged  for 
mercy;  the  reply  he  received  was  a shot  from  a rifle, 
and  he  fell  mortally  wounded;  he  still  besought  them 
to  spare  him,  when  one  of  the  party  picked  up  a 
scythe,  or  sickle,  and  literally  hacked  him  to  pie- 
ces as  he  lay  on  the  ground.  This  man  assisted  in 
the  achievement  of  our  liberties  in  the  revolutiona- 
ry war.  Mr.  Green’s  narrative  contained  many 
such  instances,  and  was  indeed  a tale  of  woe  and 
suffering,  at  which  the  heart  sickens. 

On  motion,  a chairman  and  secretary  were  ap- 
pointed, and  resolutions  passed  condemning  the 
conduct  of  the  executive  of  Missouri;  appointing  a 
committee  to  prepare  a statement  of  the  treatment 
received  by  this  distressed  people,  and  recommend- 
ingthemtothe  favorable  notice  of  the  people  of 
Cincinnati.  [Cincinnati  Daily  News,  June  18. 

Breaking  up  of  the  slave  trade.  In  con- 
versation with  captain  McDonald  of  the  brig  North, 
just  arrived  at  this  port  from  the  coast  of  Africa, 
we  learn  that  thirty-one  slaving  vessels  had  been 
captured,  carried  into  Sierra  Leone,  and  condemn- 
ed between  the  first  of  January  and  the  first  of 
April  last;  that  the  British  cruisers  had  also  landed 
tbeir  men  and  broke  up  several  slave  establish- 
ments on  shore,  particularly  at  the  Island  of  Boola- 
ma,  a place  settled  by  Portuguese. 

Captain  McDonald  also  states  that  the  com- 
mander of  the  British  brig  of  war  Partage,  told  him 
in  conversation  that  they  had  fallen  in  with  several 
vessels  which  had  the  appearance  of  being  slaves, 
but  having  American  colors  and  papers,  furnished 
by  the  consul  at  Havana,  he  had  to  let  them  pass, 
but  afterwards  fell  in  with  them,  and  captured  them 
with  slaves  on  board,  that  being  proof  positive  of 
their  true  character. 

More  slave  vessels  had  been  captured  lately  be- 
tween the  river  Gambia  and  Sierra  Leone,  than  at 
any  given  time  before;  that  part  of  the  coast  being 
so  near  to  the  British  settlement,  and  one  or  the 
principal  rendezvous  for  men  of  war,  that  they  did 
not  think  it  required  watching  so  closely,  and 
thereby  thousands  of  slaves  were  let  slip,  most  of 
which  would  have  been  retaken  and  liberated,  had 
they  been  aware  of  the  extent  to  which  the  traffic 
had  been  carried  on,  almost  under  their  own  eyes. 

Captain  McDonald  further  states  that  the  ship 
Transit  of  New  York,  in  passing  down  the  river 
Noonez,  had  been  boarded  by  the  people  of  one  of 
the  kings  of  that  country,  and  robbed  of  a consider- 
able amount  of  property,  and  one  man-killed  be- 
longing to  the  ship,  before  they  surrendered.  The 
property  had,  however,  afterwards  been  all  restored 
on  their  being  told  that  an  American  man  of  war 
was  lying  in  the  Gambia  and  would  be  in  the  Noo- 
nez in  a few  days,  and  destroy  their  town,  which 
lay  close  to  the  shore,  if  it  were  not  restored.  No 
American  man  of  war  was  there,  however,  for  an 
American  man  of  war  seldom  goes  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  never  for  the  protection  of  our  trade, 
which  is  highly  important  and  merits  attention. — 
The  reason  the  king  gave  the  supercargo  of  the  ship 
for  robbing  her,  was  "that  they  had  sold  powder  to 
hi3  enemies  up  the  river,  with  whom  he  was  at 
war,  and  which  enabled  them  to  invade  his  domi- 
nions, and  make  slaves  of  his  people. 

[Baltimore  Republican,  July  1st. 

Expedition  to  Liberia.  The  ship  Saluda, 
captain  Waters,  just  returned  from  Liberia,  will  be 
despatched  again  for  that  colony  about  the  1st  of 
August.  She  will  sail  from  Norfolk,  and  it  is  de- 
sirable that  all  emigrants  who  are  to  take  passage 
in  her  should  be  got  ready  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  The  philanthropic  and  humane  are  ear- 
nestly solicited  to  aid  these  emigrants  in  making 
their  preparations,  and  in  reaching  the  place  at 
which  they  are  to  embark. 

Editors  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  friendly 
to  the  cause  of  African  colonization,  are  respect- 
fully requested  to  favor  this  notice  wuth  an  early 
insertion.  S.  Wilkeson, 

Gen.  agent  Ame.  col.  society. 


Bread.  There  is  a general  and  well  founded 
complaint  that  the  loaves  of  bread  made  by  the  ba- 
kers of  this  city,  are  as  small  and  as  dear  as  they 
were  when  flour  was  nearly  double  its  present  price. 
This  is  a serious  evil,  but  we  doubt  whether  the 
passage  of  new  laws  or  the  revival  of  old  ones,  to 
regulate  the  baker9,  as  called  for  by  some  of  the 
newspapers,  is  the  proper  and  effectual  remedy. — 
We  might  just  as  well  fix  the  co3t  of  shoes  by  law 
when  leather  is  selling  at  a certain  price,  or  do  the 
same  in  regard  to  coats,  according  to  the  market 
price  of  cloth.  Laws  in  such  matters  do  nothing  but 
mischief,  and  in  the  end  injure  instead  of  benefitting 
the  consumer.  The  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  com- 
petition. Let  it  be  understood  that  the  baker  who 
furnishes  good  bread  at  reasonable  rates,  will  re- 
ceive a large  and  steady  patronage,  and  loaves  will 
soon  grow  in  size.  The  young  bakers,  who  either 
wish  to  set  up  business  for  themselves,  or  are  anx- 
ious to  obtain  more  extensive  custom,  have  now  a 
glorious  opportunity  of  reaping  a harvest  which  will 
be  lasting.  Let  them  advertise  their  willingness 
to  furnish  loaves  in  due  proportion  to  the  price  of 
flour,  leaving  themselves  a reasonable  profit — let 
them  make  their  bread  of  proper  quaility  of  flour, 
and  continue  to  do  so,  and  their  success  is  certain. 
If  they  hold  back,  persons  more  enterprising  will 
come  from  other  places  and  secure  the  prize  which 
they  neglect. 

It  appears  that  flour  is  selling  in  this  city  at  little 
over  six  dollars  a barrel,  and  the  loaves  are  about 
the  same  in  size,  prices  remaining  stationary,  as 
when  flour  sold  for  $12.  This  opens  atempting  field 
to  those  bakers  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  it; 
for  even  if  they  compel  their  brethren  to  follow 
their  example,  still  they  a gain  business  which  will 
remain  with  them.  Here  are  the  business  induce- 
ments, and  in  business  it  is  as  idle  in  itself,  as  it  is 
erroneous  in  the  philosophy  of  the  thing,  to  hold  out 
other  reasons  for  pursuing  a hew  course.  Some  of 
our  cotemporaries  ask  for  cheap  bread  on  the  score 
of  charity  to  the  poorer  portions  of  the  public.  If 
this  be  a sound  principle,  which  would  in  the  end 
destroy  every  business  subjected  to  it,  why  not 
whine  to  the  butcher,  the  tailor,  the  hatter,  the  gro- 
cer, the  shoemaker,  to  reduce  prices  on  the  score  of 
benevolence — why  not  appeal  to  the  philanthrophy 
of  the  coal  dealer  for  cheap  coals — to  the  tender 
heartedness  of  the  wollen  merchant  for  cheap  blan- 
kets— why  not  pass  laws  to  regulate  their  business 
for  them?  Because  we  know  better;  but  it  is  some- 
times forgotten  that  the  baker  does  not  form  an  ex- 
ception to  this  freedom  of  trade,  and  in  bread  as  in 
other  matters  of  necessity,  high  prices,  though 
grinding  enough  at  the  present  time,  are  very  often 
a blessing  instead  of  an  evil,  for  they  cause  us  to 
be  economical  in  seasons  of  scarcity,  and  prevents 
return  of  such  periods  by  stimulating  production; 
so  that  the  evil  of  legal  intermeddling  is  apparent. 
When  prices  are  kept  up  without  true  cause, 
competition  must  be  relied  on  to  bring  them  down. 
If  it  should  be  known  as  a fact  that  more  bakers 
are  wanted  in  Philadelphia,  we  shall  soon  have 
them,  and  if  bread  brings  more  than  a proper  profit, 
the  new  bakers  will  soon  reduce  it,  if  the  old  ones 
are  determinedly  leagued  together.  Our  people 
are  ready  enough  to  rush  into  any  business  which 
promises  fairly.  [Pennsylvanian. 

Law  cases.  New  York  court  of  common  please. 
Judge  Ul3hoeffer,  presiding.  James  Watson  Webb 
vs.  Joseph  F.  Atwell.  This  was  an  action  to  re- 
cover the  amount  of  a bill  for  advertising  in  the 
Courier  and  Enquirer.  It  appeared  that  the  defen- 
dant had  been  a yearly  advertiser  with  the  Courier, 
prior  to  July  1836,  when  he  ceased  to  advertise  by 
the  year.  In  the  course  of  the  year  1838,  several 
advertisements  of  the  defendant’s  were  sent  to  the 
Courier  office  and  published  in  that  paper,  and 
the  present  action  was  brought  to  recover  the 
amount. 

The  defence  set  up  was  that  the  defendant  had 
not  sent  these  advertisements  to  the  Courier.  From 
the  evidence  it  appeared  that  the  defendant  intend- 
ed that  these  advertisements  should  be  sent  to  ano- 
ther paper,  and  that  they  were  sent  to  the  Courier 
through  the  mistake  of  some  person  in  defendant’s 
employment.  It  was  contended  by  counsel  for 
defendant  that  even  if  he  was  liable  to  pay  for  the 
advertisements,  he  should  be  only  charged  the  same 
price  he  would  have  had  to  pay  as  a yearly  sub- 
scriber, and  not  the^price  charged  him,  which  was 
at  the  same  rate  as  was  charged  for  casual  adver- 
tisements. 

The  court  charged  the  jury.  It  appears  when 
these  advertisements  were  published,  the  defendant 
was  a yearly  advertiser  with  the  Commercial  Ad- 
vertiser, and  the  advertisements  were  left  at  the 
Courier  office  in  mistake.  Nevertheless,  the  plain- 
tiff is  entitled  to  be  paid  the  same  sum  as  he  would 


from  any  other  persons  who  sent  advertisements  to 
his  office. 

The  plaintiff  is  not  to  be  responsible  for  the  mis- 
takes of  the  defendant’s  servant,  or  on  that  account 
to  suffer  loss. 

If  there  were  two  prices  for  advertising,  you 
ought  perhaps  in  the  present  instance  to  allow  the 
plaintiff  only  the  lower  price,  as  the  case  occurred 
from  accident.  But  there  is  no  ground  for  such  a 
question,  except  that  yearly  advertisers  pay  less 
than  the  rate  charged  the  defendant.  But  the  de- 
fendant had  for  more  than  a year  discounted  his  ad- 
vertisements, and  therefore  these  advertisements  can 
only  be  considered  as  casual  advertisements,  sub- 
ject to  the  same  prices  as  are  charged  in  such  cases. 
I have  no  doubt  that  the  defendant  is  acting  in  per- 
fect good  faith,  under  the  impression  that  he  ought 
not  to  pay  this  debt,  as  he  had  not  knowingly  in- 
curred it.  He  is  nevertheless  liable  to  pay  the  same 
as  any  one  else  would,  who  had  sent  the  advertise- 
ments to  the  plaintiff’s  for  publication. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  $84  15,  being  the  amount 
claimed. 

Magdalena  Bell  vs.  the  mayor,  alderman,  &c.  of 
the  city  of  New  York.  An  incorrect  statement  of 
the  above  case  having  appeared  in  some  of  the 
daily  papers,  the  following  brief  account  of  the 
proceedings  in  it,  and  the  result,  may  not  be  un- 
interesting, and  may  be  relied  on  as  entirely  accu- 
rate. 

Mrs.  Bell  claims  a right  of  dower  in  Blackwell’s 
Island  as  the  widow  of  James  T.  Bell,  esq.  for- 
merly sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York, 
who  in  1823  had  purchased  the  island  from  Mr. 
Blackwell,  and  who  died  seized  of  the  premises  in 
1825.  After  his  death  a mortgage,  executed  by 
him  upon  this  island,  to  secure  the  payment  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  (a  portion  of  the  purchase 
money),  was  foreclosed  in  chancery  and  the  pro- 
perty sold;  and  under  these  proceedings  in  chancery 
the  corporation  derive  their  title.  Mrs.  Bell  was  not 
made  a party  to  the  proceedings  of  foreclosure,  and 
she  now  claims  her  dower  in  the  island  or  that  the 
corporation  allow  her  to  redeem,  and  convey  to  her 
the  premises  upon  the  payment  of  the  amount  due 
upon  the  mortgage. 

In  asserting  this  claim,  George  Dummer,  esq. 
her  sor.-in-law,  on  her  behalf,  tendered,  in  January 
1837,  to  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence,  esq.  then  mayor 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  forty  thousand  dollars  in 
full  discharge  of  principal  and  interest  due  upon 
the  above  mentioned  mortgage,  and  demanded  a 
conveyance  of  the  island  to  Mrs.  Bell  by  the  corpo- 
ration. The  tender  and  demand  were  rejected — 
and  Mrs.  Bell,  by  James  W.  White,  her  solicitor, 
filed  a bill  in  chancery  against  the  corporation,  set- 
ting forth  her  rights  as  above,  and  praying  for  relief, 
&c.  The  corporation  appeared  by  Robert  Emmett, 
esq.  and,  in  October,  1838,  the  cause  was  referred 
by  the  chancellor  for  a hearing  and  decision  to  the 
honorable  Charles  H.  Ruggles,  vice  chancellor  of 
the  second  ciicuit.  On  the  7th  day  of  June  last  the 
case  was  ably  argued  before  vice  chancellor  Rug- 
gles, at  Poughkeepsie,  by  Samuel  Sherwood  and 
David  B.  Ogden,  esqrs  forMrs.  Bell,  and  by  Robert 
Emmett  and  Daniel  Lord,  jr.  esquires,  on  the  part 
of  the  corporation;  and  since  then  the  vice  chan- 
cellor has,  with  his  accustomed  promptitude,  given 
a decision  in  the  cause  in  favor  of  Mrs.  Bell’s  claim, 
accompanied  by  the  exceedingly  able  and  learned 
opinion  upon  the  important  principles  of  law  and 
equity  involved  in  the  case. 

Early  commerce  of  America.  Interesting 
fads.  The  first  decked  vessel  ever  built  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  U.  States,  was  constructed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Hudson,  by  Adrian  Block,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1614.  She  was  called  a yacht,  and  her  first 
voyage  was  made  through  Hell  Gate,  into  the  sound, 
and  as  far  east  as  Cape  Cod,  by  the  Vineyard  pas- 
sage. It  was  in  this  voyage  that  Block  Island  was 
discovered. 

Within  the  first  46  years  after  the  settlement  of 
Massachusetts,  there  were  built  in  Boston  and  its 
vicinity,  730  vessels  varying  from  6 to  250  tons  bur- 
then. One  of  these,  the  Blessing  of  the  Bay,  a 
bark  of  30  tons,  was  built  in  1631.  The  celebrat- 
ed English  patriot  and  divine  Hugh  Peters,  caused 
a vessel  of  300  tons  to  be  constructed  at  Salem,  in 
1641.  The  first  schooner  ever  launched  is  said  to 
have  been  built  at  Cape  Ann,  1714. 

In  1714,  Connecticut  had  but  2 brigs,  20  sloops 
and  a few  smaller  craft,  employing  but  120  sea- 
men; while  Massachusetts,  about  the  same  time, 
had  462  vessels,  the  tonnage  of  which  was  25,406, 
and  employed  2,493  seamen. 

The  first  ensign  ever  shown  was  by  a regular 
man-of-war;  it  was  hoisted  on  board  the  frigate 
Alfred,  in  the  Delaware,  by  the  hands  of  Paul 
Jones,  in  the  latter  part  of  December,  1775.  What 
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this  ensign  was  is  not  precisely  known,  as  the  pre- 
sent national  colors  were  not  formally  adopted  until 
1777. 

The  first  regular  American  crtiizer  that  went  to 
sea  was  the  Lexington,  a little  brig  of  14  guns,  com- 
manded by  captain  John  Barry,  of  Philadelphia. 
She  sailed  sometime  in  the  winter  of  1775.  The 
first  American  man-of-war  that  got  to  sea  after  the 
adoption  of  our  present  form  ot  government,  was 
the  Ganges.  She  was  originally  an  Indiaman,  but 
was  purchased  by  the  government,  and  converted 
into  a cruizer,  having  an  armament  of  24  guns. 

She  sailed  in  May,  1793,  under  command  of  cap- 
tain Richard  Dale,  who  was  first  lieutenant  of  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard,  when  that  ship  captured  the 
Serapis.  The  Constellation  was  the  first  of  the  new 
built  vessels  that  went  to  sea,  under  captain  Trux- 
ton.  She  sailed  in  June  1793,  and  was  followed  by 
the  United  States,  and  a little  later  by  the  Consti- 
tution, both  these  latter  sailing  in  July  the  same 
year. 

The  first  prize  under  our  present  naval  organiza- 
tion was  the  French  privateer  La  Croyable.  She 
was  a schooner  of  14  guns,  and  was  captured  by  the 
sloop-of-war  Delaware,  capt.  Decatur.  The  above 
historical  facts  we  have  gleaned  from  Mr.  Cooper’s 
excellent  naval  history  of  the  United  States. 

[ Boston  Post. 

The  first  Methodist  church.  The  N.  Y. 
Tattler  states,  that  the  first  Methodist  church  erect- 
ed in  America,  was  built  in  1776,  in  John  street, 
in  that  city,  and  is  still  occupied  by  that  body. 
When  the  above  church  was  erected  there  were  but 
about  1,100  Methodists  in  this  country.  At  the 
present  moment  they  number  700,000  members. — 
They  have  upwards  of  3,000  ministers,  5,000  local 
and  itinerant  preachers. 

Battle  of  Princeton.  The  following  touch- 
ing account  of  that  engagement,  is  extracted  from 
an  unpublished  work  by  Mr.  Custis,  of  Virginia,  en- 
titled “private  memoirs  of  Washington.” 

The  heroic  devotion  of  Washington  on  the  field 
of  Princeton  is  matter  of  history.  We  have  often 
enjoyed  a touching  reminiscence  of  that  ever  me- 
morable  event  from  the  late  col.  Fitzgerald,  who 
was  aid  to  the  chief,  and  who  never  related  the  story 
of  his  general’s  danger,  and  almost  miraculous  pre- 
servation, without  adding  to  his  tale  the  homage  of 
a tear. 

The  aid-de-camp  had  been  ordered  to  bring  up 
the  troops  from  The  rear  of  the  column,  when  the 
band  under  general  Mercer  became  engaged.  Upon 
returning  to  the  spot  where  he  had  left  the  com- 
niander-in-chief,  he  was  no  longer  there,  and  upon 
looking  around,  he  discovered  him  endeavoring  to 
rally  the  line  which  had  been  thrown  into  disorder 
by  a rapid  onset  of  the  foe.  Washington,  after  se- 
veral ineffectual  efforts  to  restore  the  fortunes  of  the 
fight,  is  seen  to  rein  up  his  horse,  with  his  head  to 
the  enemy,  and,  in  that  position,  to  become  immo- 
vable. It  was  a last  appeal  to  his  soldiers,  and  seem- 
ed to  say,  will  you  give  up  your  general  to  the  foe? 
Such  an  appeal  was  not  made  in  vain.  The  dis- 
comfitted  Americans  rally  on  the  instant,  and  form 
into  line;  the  enemy  halt,  and  dress  their  line;  the 
American  chief  is  between  the  adverse  posts,  as 
though  he  had  been  placed  there,  a target  lor  both. 
The  arms  of  both  lines  are  levelled.  Can  escape 
from  death  be  possible?  Fitzgerald,  horror-struck 
at  the  danger  of  his  beloved  commander,  dropped 
the  reins  upon  his  horse’s  neck,  and  drew  his  hat 
over  his  face,  that  he  might  not  see  him  die.  A roar 
of  musketry  succeeds,  and  then  a shout.  It  was  the 
shout  of  victory.  The  aid-de-camp  ventures  to 
raise  his  eyes,  and  oh,  glorious  sight,  the  enemy  are 
broken  and  flying,  while  dimly  amid  the  glimpses 
of  the  smoke  is  seen  the  chief,  “alive,  unharmed, 
and  without  a wound,”  waving  his  hat,  and  cheer- 
ing his  comrades  to  the  pursuit. 

Col.  Fitzgerald,  celebrated  as  one  of  the  finest 
horsemen  in  the  American  army,  now  dashed  his 
rowels  in  his  charger’s  flanks,  and  heedless  of  the 
dead  and  dying  in  his  way,  flew  to  the  side  of  his 
chief;  exclaiming,  “thank  God!  your  excellency  is 
safe,”  while  the  favorite  aid,  a gallant  and  warm 
hearted  son  of  Erin,  a man  of  thews  and  sinews,  and 
“albeit  unsued  to  the  melting  mood,”  gave  loose  to 
his  feelings,  and  wept  like  a child  for  joy. 

Washington,  ever  calm  amid  scenes  of  the  great- 
est excitement,  affectionately  grasped  the  hand  of 
his  aid  and  friend,  and  then  ordered,  “away,  my 
dear  colonel,  and  bring  up  the  troops— the  day  is 
our  own!” 

Ancient  history  of  the  rose.  Among  both 
the  Greeks  and  Romans,  some  attention  appears  to 
have  been  paid  to  the  cultivation  of  flowers  as  of- 
ferings or  as  ornaments;  as  offerings  in  the  temples 


of  their  deities,  and  as  ornaments  on  occasion  of 
public  or  private  festivity.  The  Romans,  however, 
appear  to  have  esteemed  flowers  more  than  the  Gre- 
cians, and  the  origin  of  this  greater  regard  for  them 
may  not  improbably  be  found  in  the  imitation  of  that 
luxury  and  splendor  which  the  Romans  had  witnes- 
sed in  eastern  coufitries.  The  rose  is  mentioned  by 
Homer  and  Anacreon;  by  the  former,  in  the  hymn 
to  Ceres;  by  the  latter,  in  many  of  his  odes;  through 
which  we  learn  that  it  was  a flower  remarkable  for 
the  beauty  of  its  petals;  that  it  grew'  amid  thorns; 
that  it  had  a divine  fragrance;  was  the  color  of  the 
human  complexion;  that  it  was  the  most  beautiful  of 
all  flowers,  “the  queen  of  flowers,”  the  “flower  of 
love.”  According  to  the  Calender  of  Natural  Oc- 
currences in  Greece,  the  rose  blossomed  in  March; 
the  rosa  grasca,  or  lychnis  coronaria,  in  May.  In  the 
Roman  Calender  we  find  early  roses  were  in  blos- 
som in  April,  and  that  in  May  they  were  generally 
in  flower.  In  Egypt,  according  to  Theophrastas, 
the  rose  blossomed  two  months  before  it  appeared 
in  Italy,  and  continued  in  flower  for  almost  as  long 
a time  in  the  former  country,  after  it  had  ceased 
blowing  in  Italy.  In  thelatter  country  it  succeeded 
the  blossoming  of  the  violet  and  the  lilly. 

[ Literary  World. 

Brussels  lace.  How  few,  if  there  be  any,  of 
our  lady  readers,  who  know,  or  knowing,  think  and 
ponder  on  the  penurious  condition  of  the  poor  wo- , 
men  who  manufacture  the  “genuine  brussels,” 
treasuries  of  which  are  sometimes  ostentatiously 
displayed  by  those  to  whom  they  have  been  trans- 
mitted from  generation  to  generation,  the  lace  grow- 
ing more  valuable  as  it  grows  older.  Perhaps  the 
following  extract  from  a letter  from  an  intelligent 
correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Star,  may  convey  in- 
formation of  which  such  readers  may  not  perhaps 
be  possessed.  Writing  from  Brussels,  he  says: 
“The  carpet  trade,  once  so  famous  here,  has  ceased 
to  be  any  thing  extraordinary.  The  manufacture  of 
tapastry  has  also  gone  out,  like  the  snuff  of  a can- 
dle! Lace,  such  as  is  equalled  no  where,  continues 
to  be  abundantly  made.  I went  over  the  principal 
manufactory  lately.  It  is  the  properly  of  Mons. 
Ducpetiaux,  and  is  in  a street  (I  forget  the  name) 
near  the  cathedral.  Young  women  are  almost 
wholly  employed,  and  appear  to  be  most  wretched- 
ly paid,  though  their  work  brings  high  prices.  Alt 
least  the  clerk  who  showed  me  through  the  concern, 
pointed  out  a box  for  donations,  for  these  young 
w'omen,  and  told  me,  when  I inquired,  that  a small 
deposite  in  it  would  be  of  value  to  them.  The 
sight  of  the  place  and  the  people  was  w'orth  the 
five  franc  piece  I dropped  in.  The  clerk  smiled  and 
said  “the  people  of  Brussels,  the  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, only  give  a few  pence.”  The  young  women 
make  lace  edgings  and  sprigs,  which  others  of  them 
work  upon  net  lor  flounces,  rippets,  borders,  veils, 
&c. 

British  post  office.  The  New  York  Even- 
ing Post  publishes  the  subjoined  letter  from  a friend 
in  Birmingham,  England,  in  referring  to  Rowland 
Hill’s  plan  for  the  reduction  of  postages: 

“You  wdll  see  that  our  new  post  office  plan  is 
pretty  well  decided  on;  indeed,  I am  told  that  one  of 
the  covers  has  already  been  seen  in  this  neighbor- 
hood as  a curiosity.  These  covers  are  to  be  stamp- 
ed and  sold  at  one  penny  each,  and  when  not  con- 
taining above  a certain  weight — I believe  half  an 
ounce — will  go  free  to  any  part  of  the  country.  It 
is  a grand  scheme  truly,  and,  it  seems  to  me.  its 
moral  effect  will  be  great.  1 only  fear  for  the  faith 
of  our  faithless  and  fickle  ministry  in  carrying  it 
out.  Our  political  changes,  by  the  bye,  will  have 
amused  you.  Who  says  now  a queen  of  England 
is  nobody?  A king  may  be  so,  as  the  ladies  v .11 
have  it.  Perhaps,  however,  the  power  of  the  queen 
wiil  prove  a power  rather  in  show  than  in  substance, 
for  it  does  not  seem  likely  that  the  ministers  can 
keep  their  places.  I was  much  amused  to  see,  the 
other  day,  a long  article  in  one  of  your  daily  papers 
on  our  post  office  scheme,  ascribing  the  invention 
to  the  rev.  Rowland  Hill,  of  blessed  memory;  and 
then  the  editor,  to  get  over  the  difficulties  of  his 
theory,  very  cleverly  adds  that  ‘it  did  not  attract 
much  attention  during  that  great  man’s  life,’  &c . 
The  truth  is  that  Mr.  Rowland  Hill,  the  inventor  of 
this,  is  now  living.  He  proposed  his  scheme  only 
two  years  ago,  and  is  as  different  from  the  parson  as 
I am.” 

The  Post  adds: 

The  prodigious  reduction  which  thus  takes  place 
in  the  rates  of  postage  in  England,  amounting  to 
several  hundred  per  cent,  shews  how  cheaply  the 
people  of  that  country  might  have  had  their  letters 
conveyed  hitherto,  had  ttie  mails  been  left  to  pri- 
vate enterprise,  and  how  heavy  a tax  they  have 
paid  for  making  them  a concern  of  government. 
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twenty-four  days  later. 

The  packet  ships  Ontario,  capt.  Huttleson,  from 
London,  and  the  Independence,  captain  Nye,  from 
Liverpool,  arrived  at  New  York,  on  Saturday  the 
29th  ult.  the  first  with  London  dates  to  May  23d, 
and  the  second  with  Liverpool  papers  to  the  26th 
May;  and  on  Sunday,  (noon)  the  30th,  the  steam 
ship  Liverpool,  capt.  Fayrer,  came  up  with  Liver- 
pool papers  of  the  13th  ult.— and  with  late  news 
from  all  parts  of  the  old  world.  The  Liverpool  has 
had  rough  weather,  and  contrary  winds,  which  have 
somewhat  prolonged  her  voyage.  The  political  news 
is  not  at  all  remarkable,  though  there  is  much  news 
of  general  interest,  particularly  the  commercial. 

Though  the  news  by  the  Liverpool  is  over  three 
weeks  later  than  we  have  had,  yet  the  political 
news  is  without  interest. 

Of  the  harvest,  high  expectations  were  entertain- 
ed, and  the  import  of  grain  had,  for  the  present, 
ceased,  and,  with  that,  the  export  of  bullion.  The 
stock  of  the  latter,  however,  in  the  vaults  of  the 
bank,  had  been  reduced  to  about  four  millions  ster- 
ling, and  money  was  still  scarce  in  London. 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  had  been  chosen  speaker  of 
the  house  of  commons,  by  the  very  meagre  majority 
of  18,  over  his  tory  competitor,  Mr.  Goulburn.  The 
numbers  were  319  to  30h 

We  subjoin  the  brief  and  sensible  acknowledg- 
ment made  by  the  newly  elected  speaker,  in  the 
hope  that  some  of  our  verbose  public  men  may  profit 
by  it: 

“I  venture  to  offer  my  sincere  and  heartfelt  ac-  i 
knowledgments  for  the  distinguished  honor  you  have 
conferred  upon  me.  I wish  your  election  had  fallen 
upon  an  individual  more  w orthy  of  the  honor — but 
I assure  you  I will  endeavor,  by  an  honest  and  im- 
partial discharge  of  my  duties,  to  deserve  the  high 
distinction  I have  received  at  your  hands.”  (Cheers.) 

On  Tuesday,  Mi.  Shaw  Lefevre,  attended  by  his 
mover,  seconder  and  a large  body  of  members,  ap- 
peared at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords.  Mr.  Le- 
fevre stated,  in  the  usual  form,  that  the  commons 
had  elected  him  to  the  office  of  speaker;  and  the 
lord  chancellor,  in  the  usual  complimentary  strain, 
signified  “her  majesty’s  royal  approbation  and  al- 
lowance” of  him  as  speaker.  On  his  return  to  the 
house  of  commons,  Mr.  Lefevre  stated  what  had 
passed  in  the  lords. 

The  state  of  England  was  less  disturbed.  The 
Morning  Chronicle,  referring  to  the  chartists’  meet- 
ing, has  this  paragraph: 

The  simultaneous  meetings  of  the  chartists  have 
every  where  turned  out  a decided  failure.  Kersal 
moor  meeting  was  to  have  been  attended  by  500,000, 
and  was  to  lead  to  the  most  astounding  results:  we 
have  seen  various  accounts  of  the  meeting,  and  the 
highest  estimate  of  the  number  is  that  of  the  Man- 
chester Courier,  which  estimates  (he  number  present  1 
“at  most  15,000” — otheraccounts  estimate  the  num- 
bers  variously  from  5,000  to  10,000.  The  Birming- 
ham Journal  says  of  the  meeting  in  that  town,  that 
“it  was  a miserable  failure.”  The  Sunderland  He- 
raid  says  of  the  meeting  on  the  town  moor  of  that  I 
place,  that  the  men,  women  and  children  present,  | 
might  be  about  10,000,  but  that  the  chartists  were  j 
at  no  time  more  than  tour  hundred;  the  rest  being,  1 
“like  ourselves,  amused  spectators  of  a somewhat 
diverting  comedy,  got  up  to  gratify  the  vanity  of  a |j 
small  number  of  political  performers.” 

It  is  asserted,  however,  that  the  ministry  have  no 
confidence  in  their  majority  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, and  that  a dissolution  might  probably  be  re-  « 
sorted  to. 

From  Spain,  there  are  the  usual  quantity  of  mur- 
der, arson  and  brigandism,  in  all  of  which  there  is 
but  little  that  is  novel. 

The  demand  for  first  rate  vessels  for  the  N.  York 
trade  is  represented  as  very  great.  According  to 
the  Liverpool  Albion,  the  export  of  British  manu- 
factures to  the  United  States  is  now  brisk;  the  Li- 
verpool packets  get  quite  full,  and  the  Virginia, 
which  sailed  last,  refused  goods;  the  transient  ship 
Carroll  of  Carrolton,  and  the  Troy,  are  crammed 
full.  The  first  Baltimore  spring  ship  will  convey 
out  1,400  tons  measurement  goods,  and  the  Phila- 
delphia packet  of  the  8th  has  more  goods  than  she 
can  take. 

The  demand  for  American  securities  has  been 
limited.  United  States  bank  shares  are  23k  15s.  to 
23k  17s.  6d. 

The  arrival  of  Mr.  Webster  with  his  family  in 
London  (at  the  Brunswick  hotel)  is  announced  in 
London  papers  of  the  4th  June.  We  cordially  wel- 
come, says  the  London  Gazette,  to  our  shores  this 
great  and  good  man:  and  accept  him  as  a fit  repre- 
sentative of  all  the  great  and  good  qualities  of  our 
transatlantic  brethren. 

From  the  London  Times,  June  4. 

The  usual  average  returns  of  the  liabilities  and 
assets  of' the  bank  of  England,  embracing  the  pe- 
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f nod  from  the  5th  of  March  to  the  28th  ult.  which 
:>  appeared  in  last  night’s  Gazette,  gives  the  following 
I results,  viz:  that  the  average  of  the  month  ending 
the  28th  ult.  as  compared  with  the  average  of  the 
jj  month  ending  the  5th  of  March,  shows  a decrease 
I in  the  circulation  of  £408.000,  a decrease  in  the 
I deposites  of  £879,000,  and  a decrease  in  the  stock 
t of  bullion  of  £2,712,000.  Wherefore  it  appears 
that  the  decrease  in  the  liabilities  is  £1,2S7,000, 
and  this  represents  the  decrease  in  the  total  quan- 
tity of  money,  in  the  month  ending  the  28th  ult.  as 
compared  with  the  month  ending  the  5th  of  March, 
in  so  far  as  regards  the  administration  of  the  cur- 
rency by  the  Bank  of  England. 

The  yearly  comparison  is  as  follows: — The'aver- 
age  of  the  month  ending  the  26th  of  June,  1838, 

1 shows  a decrease  in  the  circulation  of  £1,011,000, 
a decrease  in  the  deposites  of  £2,353,000,  and  a 
decrease  in  the  stock  of  bullion  of  £5,475,000. — 
Wherefore  it  appears  that  the  decrease  in  the  liabi- 
| lilies  is  £3,369,000,  and  this  represents  the  de- 
: crease  in  tire  total  quantity  of  money  in  the  month 
ending  the  ISth  ult.  as  compared  with  the  month 
1 ending  the  26th  June,  1838,  in  so  far  as  regards  the 
administration  of  the  currency  by  the  BankofEng- 
: land. 

The  variations  in  the  stock  of  bullion  have  taken 
lace  in  the  following  manner  and  proportions: 
n the  month  ending  the  19th  September, 
as  compared  with  the  month  ending  the 
26th  of  June,  1833,  there  is  a decrease 
of  £393,000 

In  the  month  ending  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber, as  compared  with  the  mouth  end- 
ing the  18th  of  September,  1833,  there 
is  an  increase  of  69,000 

In  the  month  ending  the  5fh  of  March, 

1839,  as  compared  with  the  month  end- 
ing the  11th  December,  1838,  there  is 
a decrease  of  2,439,000 

And  in  the  month  ending  the  28th  ult.  as 
compared  with  the  month  ending  the 
5th  of  March,  there  is  a decrease  of  2,712,000 
Which  leaves  upon  balance  a decrease  of 
£5,475,000. 

The  changes  and  fluctuations  in  the  circulation 
will  appear  from  the  following  statement: 

In  the  month  ending  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber, as  compared  with  the  month  end- 
ing the  26th  of  June,  1838,  there  is  an 
increase  of  £552,000 

In  the  month  ending  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber, as  compared  with  the  month  end- 
ing the  18th  of  September,  there  is  a 
decrease  of  1,293,000 

In  the  month  ending  the  5th  of  March, 

1839,  as  compared  with  the  month  end- 
ing the  lllli  of  December,  1838,  there  is 
an  increase  of  . 138,000 

And  in  the  month  ending  the  27th  ult.  as 
compared  with  the  month  ending  the 
5th  of  March,  there  is  a decrease  of  408,000 

Which  leaves  upon  balance  a decrease  of 

£1,011,020. 

The  following  are  the  changes  and  fluctuations 
that  have  taken  place  in  the  deposites: 

In  the  month  ending  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber, as  compared  with  the  month  end- 
ing the  26th  of  June,  1833,  there  is  a 
decrease  of  £774,000 

In  the  month  ending  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber, as  compared  with  the  month  ending 
the  13th  of  September,  there  is  an  in- 
crease of  252,000 

In  the  month  ending  the  5th  of  March, 

1839,  as  compared  with  the  month  end- 
ing the  11th  of  December,  1838,  there 
is  a decrease  of  957,000 

And  in  the  month  ending  the  28th  ult.  as 
compared  with  the  month  ending  the 
5th  of  March,  there  is  a decrease  of  879,000 

Which  leaves  upon  balance  a decrease  of 
£2,353,000. 

The  following  are  the  average  amounts  of  the  cir- 
culation, the  deposites,  and  the  stock  of  bullion, 
during  the  period  from  the  26th  of  June,  1833,  to 
the  28th  ult.  inclusive: — 

Circulation  £18,662,000 

Deposites  9,209,000 

Bullion  8,051,000 

The  chief  thing  to  ba  observed  in  the  present  re- 
turn, and  of  which  the  above  is  an  analysis,  is  the 
great  and  continued  decreaseof  the  stock  of  bullion. 
The  decrease  begin  in  the  month  of  August  last, 
and,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  return  of  11th 
of  December,  it  has  continued  without  intermission 
down  to  the  present  moment. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  progress  of 
this  increase: 

1 he  decrease  in  the  average  of  the  month  ending 
the  2 1st  of  August,  1333,  as  compared  with  the  aver- 


age of  the  month  ending  the  29th  of  May,  is  9,0001. 
and  this  taking  place  in  twelve  weeks,  the  mean 
decrease  is  750 1-  per  week. 

The  decrease  in  the  month  endingthe  18th  of  Sep- 
tember, as  compared  with  the  month  ending  the 
26th  of  June,  is  333,0001.  which  is  a mean  decrease 
of  32,750/.  per  week. 

The  decrease  in  the  month  endingthe  16th  ofOc- 
tober,  as  compared  with  the  month  ending  the  24th 
of  July,  i3  534,0001.  which  is  a mean  decrease  of 

44.5001.  per  week. 

The  decrease  in  the  month  ending  the  13th  No- 
vember, as  compared  with  the  month  ending  the 
21st  of  August,  is  294,0001.  which  is  a mean  de- 
crease of  24,0001.  per  week. 

In  the  month  ending  the  11th  Dec.  as  compared 
with  the  month  ending  the  18th  Sept,  there  is  an 
increase  of  69,0001. 

The  decrease  in  the  month  ending  the  8th  Jan. 
as  compared  with  the  month  ending  the  16th  of  Oc- 
tober, is  78,0001.  which  is  a mean  decrease  of  6,5001. 
per  week. 

The  decrease  in  the  month  ending  the  5th  of  Fe- 
bruary, as  compared  with  the  month  ending  the  13th 
of  Nov.  is  1,251,0001.  which  is  a mean  decrease  of 
104,250 1.  per  week. 

The  decrease  in  the  month  ending  the  5th  of 
March,  as  compared  with  the  month  ending  the 
11th  of  Dec.  is  2,439,0001.  which  is  a mean  decrease 
of  203,2501.  per  week. 

The  decrease  in  the  month  ending  the  2d  of 
April,  as  compared  with  the  month  ending  the  8th 
of  January,  is  3,099,0001.  which  is  a mean  decrease 
of  258,2501.  per  week. 

The  decrease  in  the  month  ending  the  30th  of 
April,  as  compared  with  the  month  ending  the  5th 
of  Feb.  is  3,150,0001.  which  is  a mean  decrease  of 

262.5001.  per  week. 

And  the  decrease  in  the  month  ending  the  28th 
ult.  as  compared  with  the  month  ending  the  5th 
of  March  is  2,712,0001.  which  is  a mean  decrease  of 
226,0001.  per  week. 

The  present  stock  of  bullion  in  the  coffers  of  the 
bank  is  about  4,000,0001.  rather  under  than  over. — 
Of  this  stock  probably  500,0001.  consists  of  silver, 
which  leaves  3,500,0001.  in  gold  against  liabililies 
to  the  extent  of  upwards  of  26,000,0001.  and  there- 
fore the  proportion  which  the  gold  bears  to  the  lia- 
bilities is  about  2s.  8d.  in  the  pound.  This  state  of 
things  requires  no  comment.  It  has  arisen  partly 
from  the  nature  of  our  system  of  currency,  and  part- 
ly from  the  gross  misconduct  of  the  bank  directors, 
and  which  is  most  palpable;  for  by  the  return  of  the 
11th  December  last,  the  average  of  the  securities 
held  by  the  bank  from  the  preceding  three  months 
was  20,707,0001.  whereas  since  that  period  the 
amount  has  been  regularly  increasing,  till  at  length 
by  the  return  of  the  28th  ult.  it  has  reached  the  sum 
of  23,543,0001.  which  is  an  increase  of  2,S36,0001. 

Now,  on  the  11th  of  December  last,  the  average 
amount  of  bullion  held  by  the  bank  during  the  pre- 
ceding three  months  was  9,362,0001.  while  by  the 
return  ofthe2Sth  ult.  the  three  months  average  is 
diminished  to  5,119,0001.  and  so  that  in  the  face  of 
an  enormous  decrease  of  4,243,0001.  in  the  stock  of 
bullion;  the  bank  directors  have  been  actively  en 
gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  2,836,0001.  of  paper 
money;  all  which  is  repugnant  to  sound  principles 
and  in  direct  violation  of  the  principle  laid  down 
by  the  directors  themselves,  in  1832. 

Tile  matter  so  standing,  it  should  now  seem  that 
three  circumstances  must  concur  to  retrieve  tilings 
into  their  original  integrity,  and  extricate  the  bank 
from  its  perilous  situation: 

1.  A continuance  of  fine  weather  and  a good  har- 
vest, and  so  that  we  may  not  require  a further  im- 
portation of  corn. 

2.  An  increased  exportation  of  British  produce 
and  manufactures. 

3.  Favorable  news  from  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica as  to  the  state  of  their  money  market. 

Failing  in  these  things,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  in 
order  to  avert  their  impending  difficulties,  the  bank 
directors  will  have  recourse  to  a series  of  miserable 
shifts  and  expedients,  and  which,  without  adding  to 
their  stock  of  disgrace  (which  by  the  by  is  impos- 
sible) vvill  inflict  serious  injuries  on  the  commu- 
nity. 

The  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Franca  is  in  singu- 
lar contrast  with  that  of  England,  for  instead  of 
about  eight  millions  sterling,  which  is  its  usual  sup- 
ply of  coin,  it  had  in  its  vaults  in  the  beginning  of 
June  eighteen  million  sterling,  an  accumulation  use- 
less to  it  and  injurious  to  others,  but  occasioned 
mainly  by  the  depressed  condition  of  French  trade. 

If  the  pressure  for  money  had  not  in  some  degree 
abated,  it  was  understood,  so  says  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  which  is  supposed  to  speak  with  know- 
ledge on  the  subject,  that  an  arrangement  would 
have  been  effected  between  the  two  banks,  by 
which  the  Bank  of  France  would  have  advanced  to 


the  Bank  of  England  a large  sum  in  gold.  There 
is  precedent  for  such  a proceeding,  as  it  was  stated 
by  lord  Ashburton  (Alexander  Baring),  that  the 
Bank  of  France  once  supported  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land through  one  of  their  most  pressing  exigencies 
by  a liberal  advance  of  gold. 

The  arrival,  however,  of  a million  of  dollars  from 
Mexico,  and  the  expectation  of  another  million 
close  at  hand,  together  with  the  check  of  exports 
of  metal  to  the  continent,  had  rendered  such  a re- 
course unnecessary — as,  in  any  event,  it  must,  we 
suppose,  be  unpalatable  to  the  Bank  of  England. 

From  the  London  Morning  Herald. 

On  several  occasions  lately  we  have  had  but  too 
much  occasion  to  refer  to  the  distressed  position 
of  the  manufacturing  districts,  particularly  those 
wherein  cotton-spinning  is  carried  on,  and  also  to 
the  causes  which  have  induced  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  other  banking  establishments,  to 
put  the  screw  upon  the  discount  market.  In  con- 
firmation of  what  we  have  lately  advanced  upon 
this  subject  we  take  the  foIlowing*extract  from  the 
Manchester  advertiser — a generally  well  informed 
paper,  and  in  this  instance,  from  its  locality,  likely 
so  to  be: 

“Most  of  the  mills  are  working  short  time,  and 
many  have  stopped  altogether.  The  numbers  of 
poor  operatives  who  are  daily  begging  their  bread 
in  the  streets,  and  calling  from  warehouse  to  ware- 
house, are  daily  on  the  increase,  and  present  really 
a sad  and  heart-rending  appearance.  The  number 
of  persons  in  Lancashire  upon  half  work  and  out  of 
work,  who  have  been  employed  in  labor  branching 
out  or  dependent  upon  the  manufacture  of  cotton, 
cannot  be  less  than  from  eight  hundred  thousand  to 
one  million  of  souls.  Where  theis  is  to  end  with 
the  present  high  price — and  future  prospect  of  the 
high  price — of  bread,  presents  a question  of  a really 
frightful  nature.  The  banks  are  pulling  up  their 
customers  in  all  directions;  and  letters  of  a peremp- 
tory nature,  requesting  balances  to  be  forthwith 
paid  up,  are  going  in  all  directions.  We  regret  the 
spinners  and  manufacturers  should  have  brought 
this  entirely  upon  themselves.  Ten  hours’  labor 
four  years  ago,  would  have  prevented  all  this  evil, 
and  all  the  future  evil  to  themselves,  and  all  the 
misery  and  hunger  to  their  distressed  and  unoffend- 
ing operatives-” 

We  fear  that  this  picture  of  the  existing  state  of 
the  districts  to  which  we  have  referred  is  by  no 
means  overdrawn,  and  it  affords  a sad  contrast  to 
the  prosperity  statements  of  the  government  organs: 
thus  proving  as  it  were,  that  the  government  itself 
was  perfectly  indifFerent  to  the  matter.  We  had 
occasion  also  in  the  course  of  last  week,  to  refer  to 
the  reasons  which  had  induced  the  bank  to  clap  the 
screw  upon  the  money  market,  to  which  the  same 
journal  ha3  referred,  and  confirms  by  the  following 
illustration  of  the  mode  by  which  the  late  artificial 
traffic,  or  rather  gambling,  in  cotton  wool  has  been 
carried  on: 

“A  large  number  of  cotton  brokers  and  others 
connected  with  them  in  Liverpool  have  long  pur- 
sued a practice  to  enable  them  to  speculate  in  cot- 
tons in  the  face  of  a rising  market,  to  the  great  in- 
jury of  the  spinner  and  manufacturer,  by  means  of 
drawing  upon  each  other.  John  Doe  says  to 
Richard  Roe — ‘Richard,  do  you  buy  a thousand 
bales  of  cotton,  draw  upon  me,  and  get  the  bill  dis- 
counted through  your  bankers;  I will  do  the  same, 
and  draw  upon  you,  and  get  the  bill  discounted 
through  my  bankers;’  and  in  three  or  four  months 
(the  date  of  such  bill  so  accommodated)  they  each 
sell  their  cottons  at  considerable  advance  without 
laying  out  of  one  single  farthing,  and  which  the 
spinner  with  his  £40,000  invested  in  mills  and 
machinery,  has  to  pay  for.  This  has  been  done 
from  time  to  time,  to  a very  great  extent,  particu- 
larly so  in  March  and  April  last,  and  which  bills 
are  falling  due  in  June  and  July.  How  they  are  to 
be  met  at  this  time,  with  a fall  of  2d.  per  lb.  from 
(he  highest  point,  we  leave  our  readers  to  deter- 
mine for  themselves.  These  bills  having  been  paid 
into  different  banks  for  discount,  the  secret  re- 
mained snug  enough  until  now,  when  the  pressure 
in  the  money  market  forces  most  of  the  banks  to 
seek  for  discounts  from  the  great  leviathan  depot 
in  Threadneedle  street,  where  they  no  doubt  dis- 
covered the  game  of  the  crossing  of  paper,  giving 
the  parties  presenting  them  the  gentle  reproof  of 
refusing  to  discount.  These  bills  form,  we  are 
persuaded,  a portion  of  the  ones  referred  to  by 
the  Morning  Herald.  The  Bank  of  England  hav- 
ing raised  the  rate  of  discount  to  five  per  cent,  it 
has  been  followed  up  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland  adopt- 
ing the  same  thing.  It  need  not  be  added  that  five 
per  cent,  means  discounting  no  bills  that  are  not  di- 
rect from  London.” 

Thus  we  have  the  money  market  of  the  whole 
country  deranged  by  a surreptitious  and  most  repre- 
hensible mode  of  speculation,  which  by  merchants 
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of  the  old  school  would  have  been  thought  very 
much  akin  to  swindling.  The  mischief,  however, 
we  fear,  is  not  over;  much  of  this  fictitious  paper 
as  yet  is  not  run  out,  and  great,  indeed,  will  be  the 
sacrifices  that  must  be  made  if  the  concoctors  of 
such  bills  have  not  the  honesty  to  attempt  to  take 
them  up.  The  result  may  be  solved  in  the  compass 
of  a nut-shell — that  is,  it  may  be  safely  asserted 
that  no  commercial  country  can  long  prosper  when 
such  disgraceful  means  are  adopted  to  force  specu- 
lations and  to  bolster  up  our  markets.  We  believe, 
also,  that  the  statements  of  the  shortness  of  the  cot- 
ton crops  in  the  United  States  are  wholly  unworthy 
of  credit,  and  that  they  are  put  forth  with  the  sole 
view  of  forcing  this  market  into  an  unnatural  de- 
gree of  speculation.” 

From  the  London  Times,  June  10. 

It  is  understood  in  the  city  that  Mr.  Jaudon  is 
about  to  quit  the  country,  and  that  the  agency  es- 
tablished here  for  the  United  States  bank  is  about  to 
be  given  up.  From  the  first  it  may  be  pronounced 
a failure,  and  though  it  acquired  a specious  appear- 
ance of  permanence  while  issues  were  large  and  pa- 
per abundant.it  was  foreseen  by  many  that  the  first 
change  in  the  market  would  be  very  likely  to  seal 
its  fate,  What  the  Bank  of  England  refused  to  do 
in  1837  for  houses  of  the  highest  credit  in  London, 
they  were  not  likely  to  do  for  an  individual  who 
could  acquire  no  credit  in  his  own  person,  and 
whose  bills  were  liable  to  the  fatal  objection  of  be- 
ing drawn  by  principal  upon  agent,  Which  is  appli- 
ed alike,  under  the  strict  commercial  rule,  to  the 
highest  and  to  the  lowest  names.  That  of  Mr. 
Jaudon  added  nothing  to  the  security  of  the  instru- 
ment, while  the  draughts  heretofore  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  upon  individual  merchants  always 
acquired  thereby  some  increase  of  credit,  and  some- 
times the  acceptor  was  quite  as  good  as  the  drawer. 
Mr.  Jaudon  has  therefore  been  disappointed  in  a 
great  measure  of  those  facilities  on  which  he  bad 
reckoned,  and  in  providing  for  his  obligations  as 
they  became  due,  must  have  had  to  pay  a price  for 
it  calculated  to  diminish  greatly  the  profit  of  his 
general  account.  At  the  very  outset  no  man  could 
be  in  a more  false  position  than  he  was.  In  the 
bank  parlor  he  was  looked  at  with  distrust,  his  ac- 
count refused,  and  the  merchants  universally  felt 
angry  and  insulted  at  his  presuming  to  interfere  in 
transactions  which  belonged  to  their  peculiar  pro- 
vince. A new  agency,  certainly  not  of  American 
origin,  must  now  be  appointed,  and  matters  revert 
to  their  old  channel.  The  experiment  is  not  to  be 
considered,  however,  as  wholly  thrown  away;  it 
will  form  a very  useful  lesson  to  all  parties. 

[The  Times  is  very  poor  authority  on  American 
affairs.] 

American  slavers — Plymouth.  The  Pylades,  sloop 
of  war,  has  arrived  from  Africa.  She  brings  import- 
ant intelligence  from  the  coast  respecting  the  slave 
trade,  a new  system  having  sprung  up  for  the  pur- 
pose of  eluding  the  vigilance  of  our  cruisers,  under 
the  protection  of  the  American  flag.  It  appears 
that  American  vessels  are  taken  to  the  Havana, 
and  sold  together  with  their  papers,  for  employment 
in  the  nefarious  slave  traffic;  they  are  there  manned 
by  regular  slave  crews,  and  sailed  under  American 
colors.  Two  of  these  vessels  have  lately  been 
captured  by  the  English  cruisers,  and  so  complete 
were  their  American  credentials,  that,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  representative  from  the  United  States 
to  Sierra  Leone,  the  commodore  has  sent  them  un- 
der charge  of  a man-of  war  to  New  York,  in  order 
that  the  circumstances  may  be  investigated  by  the 
American  government,  and  their  assistance  obtain- 
ed to  put  a stop  to  such  practices.  The  Pylades 
has  lost  but  one  man  on  the  coast;  she  brings,  how- 
ever, distressing  accounts  from  some  of  -the  other 
ships,  among  whom  the  loss  of  life  has  been  most 
serious,  both  of  officers  and  men. 

Attempt  of  an  insane  man  to  enter  Buckingham 
palace.  On  Monday  night  a most  daring  attempt 
was  made  by  an  insane  man  to  gain  admission  into 
the  interior  of  Buckingham  palace,  when  the  police 
and  military  fortunately  interfered.  It  appears  that 
about  nine  o’clock  on  Monday  night,  the  sentry 
on  duty  in  that  part  of  the  garden  which  is  imme- 
diately beneath  the  terrace  of  the  north  wing  of  the 
palace,  heard  a rustling  among  the  shrubs,  and  saw 
a man  emerge  from  them,  and  immediately  prepare 
to  ascend  the  steps  of  the  terrace.  The  sentry 
called  out  to  him,  when  the  man  answered,  it  is  all 
right,  and  the  soldier  seeing  that  he  was  dressed  as 
a laboring  man,  conjectured  that  he  was  employed 
either  in  the  garden  or  kitchen.  The  man  accord- 
ingly passed  on  up  the  steps  and  having  reached  the 
terrace,  walked  some  paces  towards  a glass  door 
which  leads  into  the  interior  of  the  palace,  when  he 
was  noticed  by  one  of  the  ladies’  maids  who  was 
sitting  near  the  door,  and  who  upon  seeing  him, 
screamed  out  to  the  soldier  to  seize  him  as  he  was 
a stranger,  and  from  his  singular  and  ferocious  ap- 


pearance she  imagined  he  meant  harm.  The  soldier 
immediately  secured  him,  and  intelligence  of  the 
occurrence  having  been  forwarded  to  the  police  on 
duty  at  the  palace,  inspector  Russel  was  immedi- 
ately on  the  spot,  and  the  man  was  delivered  over 
to  him.  The  prisoner  then  began  to  use  most  hor- 
rid language,  called  the  queen  by  every  opprobious 
term  that  he  could  at  the  moment  think  of,  and  re- 
peatedly said  his  intention  was  to  have  killed  her 
majesty,  “he  had  come  there  for  no  other  purpose.’ 
Amongst  the  expressions  made  use  of  by  him  was 
one  that  “no  Protestant  queen  ought  to  sit  upon  the 
throne  of  England.”  The  prisoner,  who  is  a mid- 
dle aged  man,  and  apparently  of  great  strength,  used 
great  resistance,  but  after  much  trouble  the  inspec- 
tor succeeded  in  getting  him  clear  of  the  palace, 
and  into  the  bird-cage  walk,  where  he  became  so 
violent  that  inspector  Russel,  who  was  unassisted, 
was  forced  to  handcuff' him,  and  afterwards  obtain 
a file  of  the  guard  at  the  Wellington  barracks  to  as- 
sist him  to  convey  the  prisoner  to  the  station  house 
in  Gardner’s  lane.  All  the  way  there,  and  after  his 
arrival,  he  continued  applying  epithets  to  the  queen 
totally  unfit  for  publication,  and  several  times  la- 
mented that  he  had  not  killed  her.  It  being  evident 
the  man  was  mad,  bis  actions  were  watched  all 
night,  during  the  major  part  of  which  he  continued 
raving.  Next  morning  a private  examination  of 
the  prisoner  took  place  before  sir  Frederick  Roe,  as 
chief  magistrate,  at  the  home  office,  and  after  evi- 
dence embracing  the  facts  detailed  had  been  given, 
he  was  remanded,  in  order  that  he  might  be  visited  by 
experienced  surgeons,  and  his  connections  inquired 
into,  the  prisoner  having  refused  to  state  who  or 
what  he  was.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  examina- 
tion the  prisoner  was  taken  to  Tothill-fields, 
Bridewell.  Upon  searching  the  prisoner  at  the  sta- 
tion house  no  dangerous  weapon  was  found. 

The  Liverpool  steam  ship. 

Liverpool,  June  3,  1839. 

To  John  Pollock,  esq.  secretary  of  the  Transatlantic 
Steam  Ship  company,  Liverpool. 

Sir:  The  undersigned  passengers  (several  ofthem 
with  their  families)  in  the  transatlantic  steam  ship 
Liverpool  on  her  late  trip  from  New  York  to  tnis 
port,  adopt  this  mode  of  signifying  their  sense  of 
obligation  as  well  to  the  proprietors,  whose  enter- 
prise and  public  spirit  have  afforded  this  mode  of 
conveyance,  as  to  captain  Fayrer,  commander  of 
the  ship,  for  the  great  attention  and  kindness  uni- 
formly exhibited  by  him  during  the  voyage.  They 
also  wish  to  express  their  approbation  of  the  skill 
and  diiligence  of  the  officers  and  engineers,  and  the 
good  conduct  of  all  doing  duty  on  board. 

The  Liverpool  left  Sandy  Hook  on  Saturday, 
May  18th,  at  5 o’clock,  P.  M.  and  took  the  pilot 
for  this  harbor  at  5 o’clock,  A.  M. — thus  making  the 
passage  from  the  discharge  of  one  pilot  to  the  tak- 
ing of  the  other  in  14  days  and  7 hours.  For  a con- 
siderable part  of  the  voyage  the  ship  experienced  an 
almost  entire  calm,  and  for  most  of  the  residue, 
head  winds  of  greater  or  less  strength.  She  is 
steady,  commodious,  and  appears  to  the  undersign- 
ed to  be  well  suited  to  the  service  in  which  she  is 
engaged.  Indeed  they  suppose  it  hardly  possible 
for  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  be  traversed  with  more 
certainty,  as  to  time,  less  risk,  and  less  change  from 
the  ordinary  habits  of  life  oh  shore,  than  they  have 
experienced.  They  repeat  the  expression  of  their 
thanks  to  capt.  Fayrer,  leave  him  theircordial  good 
wishes,  and  tender,  through  you,  their  respects  to 
the  proprietors.  DANIEL  WEBSTER, 
and  all  the  other  passengers  out. 

May  21st,  113  emigrants  from  Bohemia,  for  New 
York,  consisting  in  part  of  agricultural  laborers,  but 
chiefly  mechanics,  arrived  at  Hull,  in  the  Severn 
fioin  Hamburgh,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Phillipson, 
with  whom  they  departed  on  Tuesday  morning  for 
Liverpool.  The  intended  line  of  packet  ships  be- 
tween Hull  and  New  York  will  prevent  the  neces- 
sity of  large  numbers  of  emigrants  having  to  pass 
through  Hull  to  Liverpool  to  obtain  shipping  for 
New  York,  for  they  will  sail  direct  from  that"  port 
in  the  Hull  shipping  company  liners.  So  says  the 
Eastern  Counties  Herald. 

The  Paris  Moniteur  announces  that  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  between  his  majesty,  the  king  of 
the  French,  and  her  majesty,  the  queen  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the  transmission  via  France 
of  the  correspondence  of  the  latter  kingdom  with  the 
East  Indies. 

Died,  May  18,  at  Florence,  the  countess  de  Li- 
pona,  ex-queen  of  Naples.  She  died  in  the  arms  of 
her  brother,  the  count  de  Montfort,  and  his  daugh- 
ter, the  countess  de  Rasponi.  The  ex-queen  sunk 
under  the  same  disease  that  destroyed  her  brother, 
the  emperor  Napoleon,  and  their  father,  cancer  in 
the  stomach.  She  was  delirious  with  occasional 
lucid  intervals,  during  the  last  fifteen  hours.  The 
two  sons  of  the  countess  de  Lipona  are  in  the 
United  States,  where  they  are  practising  as  barris- 


ters, and  their  absence  from  her  is  said  to  have 
greatly  increased  the  bitterness  of  her  last  mo- 
ments. It  will  be  remembered,  that,  last  year,  the 
French  chambers  voted  an  annual  income  of 
100,000f.  to  the  countess  as  a compensation  for 
support.  The  countess  was  born  Ihe  26th  March, 
1782,  and  was,  therefore,  in  her  58th  year. 

In  answer  to  S.  Canning,  June  5,  lord  Palmer- 
ston stated  “that  the  last  despatches  which  he  had 
received  from  our  minister  at  Buenos  Ayres,  were 
dated  the  21st  February,  and  at  that  time  the  block- 
ade still  continued.  He  could  state  that  her  ma- 
jesty’s government  had  been  unremitting  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  friendly  offices,  both  at  Paris  and 
Buenos  Ayres,  in  order  to  bring  about  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  the  matters  in  dispute.” 

The  tea  trade.  The  tea  trade  has  been  brisk. — 
Last  week  the  deliveries  amounted  to  481,228  lbs. 
At  the  public  sale  of  30,869  packages,  (1,933,712 
lbs.)  which  commenced  to-day,  the  attendance  of 
the  trade  was  but  limited,  but  though  it  went  off 
heavily,  prices  were  not  lower. 

We  understand  that  on  his  recent  departure  from 
London  his  excellency,  Richid  pasha,  the  Ottoman 
minister,  presented  to  Miss  Pardoe,  the  well  known 
author  of  “The  City  of  the  Sultan,”  a farewell  gift 
of  the  most  costly  perfumes,  antiques,  amulets  and 
other  eastern  objects  of  luxury,  tastefully  arranged 
in  a handkerchief  of  pink  gauze,  and  tied  with  par- 
ty colored  ribbons.  [Morning  Post. 

The  ship  Roger  Stewart.  The  passenger  ship 
Roger  Stewart  has  sailed  from  Greenock  for  New 
York  with  148  passengers,  the  number  allowed  a 
vessel  of  her  tonnage  by  the  emigration  laws  of  the 
United  States.  The  passengers  by  this  ship  are  all 
of  the  “bein’’  and  respectable  classes,  and  take  out 
a great  deal  of  capital  with  them.  We  learn  that 
about  30  passengers  were  rejected  for  want  of  ac- 
commodation. Three  or  four  other  vessels  are  on 
the  berth  for  New  York,  and  at  present  the  mania 
for  emigration  gives  reason  to  conclude,  that  all  of 
them  will  have  their  quota  of  passengers. 

[ Glasgow  Chronicle. 

The  British  Queen  steamer.  This  immense  and 
magnificent  vessel  is  hourly  expected  to  reach  the 
river,  from  Glasgow,  where  she  has  been  fitted 
with  her  engines,  &c.  previous  to  her  departure  for 
her  first  voyage  to  New  York,  which  has  been  ad- 
vertised for  the  29th  of  this  month.  [Post. 

American  compliment  to  queen  Victoria.  The  pre- 
sident, &c.  of  Columbia  college,  New  York,  have 
agreed  to  place  the  gilded  crown,  which  formerly 
adorned  the  cupola  of  the  college  previous  to  the 
revolution,  upon  the  figure  head  of  the  British 
Queen  (steamer)  expected  at  New  York  during  the 
summer.  This  superbly  made  crown  has  remained 
in  their  library  since  1777. 

The  American  minister  and  Mrs.  Stevenson  have 
been  passing  a few  days  with  Mrs.  Marryatt,  at  her 
delightful  villa,  at  Wibledon. 

At  Paris  a considerable  failure  has  occurred  of 
Messrs.  Outrequin  & Jauge,  the  bankers  to  Don 
Carlos. 

A young  woman  in  Turkey  entered  the  sultan’s 
military  service  in  disguise,  not  long  since,  in  order 
to  follow  a lover  who  had  been’ forced  to  go  into  the 
army.  Such  a circumstance,  though  it  has  been 
often  witnessed  in  western  Europe,  had  never  be- 
fore been  known  in  the  east,  and  it  appears  that 
after  the  female  recruit  had  behaved  with  great 
credit  for  a while,  her  sex  was  discovered  just  at 
the  time  she  was  going  to  be  made  a sergeant,  by 
the  awkward  fact  of  her  becoming  a mother. 

March  of  drunkenness.  No  less  than  41,586,188 
gallons  of  alcohol,  which  is  double  the  strength  of 
what  is  called  proof  spirit,  are  consumed  in  one 
year.  Forty-one  million  gallons  of  rank  poison! — . 
Who  can  then  wonder  at  the  amount  of  poverty, 
crime,  disease  and  death  produced  in  this  country? 

American  enterprize.  The  last  papers  from  Syd- 
ney mention  the  arrival  of  a cargo  of  ice  from 
America. 

From  the  Morning  Post,  June  8. 

We  understand  that  a great  number  of  American 
bills  have  been  protested  within  the  last  day  or 
two.  This  arises,  we  suppose,  principally  from 
the  stagnant  state  of  the  cotton  market  at  Liver- 
pool, and  the  difficulty  in  the  present  condition  of 
the  money  market,  of  realizing  American  securi- 
ties. The  agency  houses  cannot  be  expected,  in 
the  existing  circumstances,  to  come  under  accep- 
tance for  their  American  principals  beyond  a limit- 
ed amount.  Many  of  them  have,  we  dare  say, 
already  gone  further  than  they  were  at  all  war- 
ranted in  doing. 

A host  of  persons  have  come  over  from  New 
York  by  the  late  arrivals,  charged  with  shares  and 
other  transatlantic  investments  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  money,  but  many  of  them  are,  from  all  that 
we  can  learn,  a description  of  property  that  our 
capitalists  would  do  well  to  avoid. 
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Slate  of  trade  at  Manchester,  Friday.  There  has 
been  a fair  extent  of  business  done  this  week  in 
botti  goods  and  yarns.  Great  efforts  have  been 
made  both  by  manufacturers  and  spinners  to  ob- 
tain better  prices;  but  tor  goods  we  have  not  heard 
of  a single  instance  where  higher  prices  have  been 
obtained.  For  some  numbers  of  twist  it  is  proba- 
ble that  a little  advance  on  last  week’s  rates  has 
been  realized;  but  in  the  general  trade  former  quo- 
tations must  be  repeated.  Large  quantities  of 
goods  are  packing  for  America,  embracing  nearly 
every  description  of  fabric.  There  have  been 
three  or  four  failures  in  the  town  and  neighborhood, 
but  none  of  any  great  moment. 

Huddersfield,  Tuesday.  The  attendance  of  buy- 
ers to-day  was  considerable,  and  in  some  sorts  of 
heavy  goods  a large  business  must  be  noted  as  hav- 
ing taken  place.  Some  of  our  export  merchants 
are  packing  on  a large  scale,  but  the  destination  of 
some  of  the  goods  is  not  generally  known.  Prices, 
however,  are  not  higher.  There  is  not  that  demand 
for  fancy  articles  that  wa3  experienced  two  months 
ago,  though  lor  some  particular  fabrics  the  produc- 
tion does  not  exceed  the  demand.  In  wool  no  va- 
riation in  value. 

Leeds,  Tuesday.  Things  are  decidedly  improv- 
ing so  far  as  demand  goes.  We  perceive  a consi- 
derable stir  among  some  of  our  principal  ware- 
houses, whose  business  is  chiefly  confined  to  the 
U.  States,  and  orders  from  America  are  understood 
to  be  considerable.  The  depressed  state  of  many 
branches  of  the  home  trade  makes  this  department 
of  our  manufacture  by  no  means  brisk,  and  till  we 
have  a healthy  hand  demand,  things  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  be  satisfactory  either  in  demand  or  prices. 
Wool  is  as  last  reported,  duller  if  any  thing. 

Wakefield  wool  market  The  wool  market  is  be- 
come very  dull  here,  and  to  quit  stock  to  any  ex- 
tent even  lower  rates  than  were  taken  last  week 
must  be  submitted  to.  From  the  wool  growing 
districts  we  hear  that  prices  are  likely  to  be  fully 
as  dear  as  of  late;  this  intelligence  has  made  some 
staplers  to  be  very  indifferent  to  making  sales, 
whilst  others  are  willing  to  meet  the  manufacturers 
on  fair  terms.  Short  fine  wools  are  tolerable  fair 
sale. 

Bradford,  Thursday.  We  had  a better  attend- 
ance of  buyers  at  market  to-day,  but,  as  far  as  our 
information  extends,  it  did  not  lead  to  any  improve- 
ment in  prices.  A considerable  number  of  pieces 
changed  hands,  and  the  best  informed  seemed  to 
anticipate  rather  healthy  markets  for  some  time  to 
come.  Yarns:  There  is  a continued  good  de- 

mand for  this  article,  and  prices  remarkably  steady, 
with  a tendency  upwards.  The  stocks  in  hand  are 
said  to  be  exceedingly  limited.  Wool:  Long 

wool*  are  difficult  to  quit  at  former  currency,  but 
we  think  that  generally  prices  are  not  lower:  fine 
short  qualities  ready  sale,  but  not  dearer. 

FRANCE. 

Paris  was  quiet.  There  are  rumors  of  dissen- 
tions  in  the  cabinet,  but  they  are  not  fully  to  be 
depended  upon.  But  few  seem  to  think  that  the 
present  administration  is  the  best  possible,  but 
there  are  few  who  do  not  admit  that  if  an  evil,  it 
is  a necessary  one.  The  chamber  at  any  rate  is 
obviously  of  this  opinion,  and  seems  anxious  to 
manifest,  by  all  its  acts,  the  heavy  vengeance  that 
ought  to  be  dealt  out  upon  such  as  by  their  in- 
trigues attempt  to  throw  the  country  into  the  per- 
plexities from  which  it  has  ju3t  emerged.  This 
feeling  must  be  very  strong,  since  Odillon  Barrot, 
the  venerable  leader  of  the  opposition,  is  lending 
the  cabinet  all  the  support  he  is  able. 

M.  Guizot  is  still  absent  from  Paris,  putting  the 
finishing  hand  on  an  essay  on  Washington,  which  is 
shortly  to  appear.  He  is  expected  to  return  be- 
fore the  debates  on  the  credit,  which  the  ministry 
demanded  on  the  first  news  of  a rupture  in  (he 
east.  This  i3  the  only  political  question  which  is 
likely  to  be  brought  forward  during  the  present 
session.  The  chamber  is  now  occupied  with  the 
plan  for  a reduction  of  duties  on  colonial  sugar. 
As  there  are  many  beet  root  manufacturers  in  the 
chamber,  there  is  a strong  opposition  on  this  point. 
One  of  the  late  ministers,  Lacave  Laplagne,  advo- 
cated, in  his  bureau,  the  suppression  of  all  the 
manufacturers  of  beet  root  sugar,  which  he  qualifi- 
ed a.s  essentially  injurious  to  the  country. 

Considerable  activity  prevails  at  Toulon;  and  the 
French  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  is  to  be  in- 
creased to  eleven  sail  of  the  line,  six  frigates  and 
ten  corvettes  or  brigs.  The  Paris  journals  are  anx- 
ious to  disclaim  for  the  French  government  all 
designs  of  aggrandizement  in  the  east;  but  Guizot’s 
speech,  mentioned  last  week,  speaks  a language  far 
different. 

Ciinin  Gridaine,  the  new  minister  of  commerce, 
has  introduced  a bill  to  lessen  the  duties  on  colo- 
nial sugar,  by  which  that  commodity  will  be  pro- 
tected in  the  home  markets  to  the  extent  of  33 


francs  in  100  kilogrammes.  The  Courrier  Fran- 
cais  says,  that  if  this  reduction  of  duty  is  made, 
there  can  be  no  competition  with  the  colonies;  and 
the  result  will  be,  not  increase  of  consumption, 
but  less  loss  to  the  colonial  planter  and  greater  loss 
to  the  French  producer. 

Duperre,  minister  of  marine,  has  announced  that 
the  French  squadron  on  the  Spanish  coast  is  to  be 
reinforced  “in  the  interest  of  the  queen  of  Spain’s 
cause,  to  prevent  the  landing  of  supplies  for  Don 
Carlos,  in  an  efficient  manner.”  This  announce- 
ment was  held  to  be  a sort  of  triumph  for  Thiers. 

The  election  of  M.  D’Houdelot,  the  king’s  aid- 
de-camp,  has  been  finally  annulled;  not  so  much 
for  any  real  irregulaiity,  as  to  marked  dislike  of 
Louis  Philippe’s  favorite.  Thus  it  appears  that  the 
king  cannot  depend  upon  the  chamber  of  deputies, 
though  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a ministry  of  his 
own  choice. 

Passy  is  denounced  as  a radical  by  the  Journal 
des  Debats,  for  turning  conservatives  out  of  subor- 
dinate places  in  his  office,  to  make  room  for  some 
old  liberal  friends. 

It  is  reported  that  Ri poll,  a fortified  town  in  Ca- 
talonia, has  been  captured,  after  an  obstinate  de- 
fence, by  8,000  Carlists,  and  all  the  inhabitants, 
with  the  garrison,  massacred. 

There  is  still  no  certain  information  respecting 
the  Turkish  and  Egyptian  armies  in  Syria.  Let- 
ters from  Vienna,  received  in  Paris,  allude  to  the 
reported  collision  between  the  two  armies,  but 
make  light  of  the  matter. 

Proceeding  on  the  belief  that  precautionary 
measures  in  the  affairs  of  Turkey  and  Egypt  were 
necessary,  the  French  minister  of  the  marine  cal- 
led for  a grant  of  ten  millions  of  francs;  and  animat- 
ed debates  on  the  affairs  of  the  east  took  place  in 
committees  of  the  chamber  of  deputies.  Guizot 
and  Thiers  were  in  different  committees.  The  lan- 
guage of  Guizot,  who  exerts  a controlling  influence 
in  the  French  ministry,  was  unfriendly  to  England.. 
He  maintained  that  England  had  views  upon  Egypt 
which  France  could  not  sanction;  and  that  in  the 
approaching  break-up,  France  must  get  what  she 
could  for  herself — and  he  cared  little  whether  it 
came  from  Russia  or  England.  Thiers,  on  the 
other  hand,  declared  that  England  had  no  ambitious 
views  on  Egypt;  and  he  denied  that  Russia  had  ex- 
cited collisions  in  the  east:  it  was  the  interest  of 
both  Russia  and  England  to  preserve  peace.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  vote  of  ten  millions  for  a mere 
naval  promenade;  and  required  a development  of 
clear,  rational  views  of  policy,  and  definite  alli- 
ances. To  effect  these  necessary  objects,  a firm 
and  talented  cabinet  was  required;  and  he  really 
saw  not  a single  individual  in  the  existing  govern- 
ment capable  even  of  considering  the  question. 

The  very  large  majority  of  262  to  71  voted  the 
secret-service-money  demanded  by  the  ministers. 

Havre,  June  8,  1839.  There  is  a decided  im- 
provement in  our  cotton  market  both  in  prices  and 
the  extent  of  inquiry;  our  prices  for  ordinary  and 
inferior  descriptions  have  risen  5 a 7c.  on  the  cur- 
rency of  the  previous  week,  and  the  better  quali- 
ties have  recovered  2 a 3c.  The  total  sales  of  the 
week  reached  7,200  bales.  The  accounts  from 
your  side  per  steamer  Liverpool,  mentioning  a fall- 
ing off  in  shipments  from  our  ports,  have  produced 
a feeling  of  confidence  among  holders,  and  the  now 
well  ascertained  fact  that  consumers  have  exhaust- 
ed their  supplies,  will  induce  them  to  hold  out  for 
enhanced  prices — but  still,  it  cannot  be  disputed 
that  the  accounts  from  the  manufacturing  towns  be- 
speak no  favorable  change;  manufactured  goods 
continue  quite  depreciated. 

Havre,  June  10,  1839.  Our  cotton  market  has 
assumed  a more  cheering  aspect,  and  both  holders 
and  buyers  manifest  a greater  degree  of  confidence 
in  the  article.  The  inquiry  to-day  has  been  pretty 
animated,  nearly  1,800  bales  have  been  taken  at  a 
further  improvement  of  2 a 8;  and  a steady  busi- 
ness is  anticipated  for  the  week,  unless  holders 
should  hold  out  for  higher  prices. 

In  ashes  we  have  the  following  sales;  GSbrls.pots 
at  4 If.  and  48  pearls,  first  sort  at  61f. 

The  following  arrivals  took  place  yesterday: — 
The  Switzerland,  Hunt,  from  Charleston,  Lebia, 
Higgins,  from  Baltimore,  (20  days);  to-day,  Corio- 
lanus,  Fenny,  from  New  Orleans. 

TURKEY  AND  EGYPT. 

Accounts  of  the  actual  commencement  of  hosti- 
lities between  the  porte  and  the  pasha  of  Egypt  had 
been  received.  On  the  5th  of  May,  the  European 
consuls  at  Alexandria  were  informed  by  Mehemet 
AJi,  that  the  Turkish  army  underHafiz  pasha,  twen- 
ty thousand  strong,  had  crossed  the  Euphrates  at 
Byr,  and  that  instructions  had  been  sent  to  Ibrahim 
pasha,  to  ascertain  certainly  that  the  Turks  had 
first  broken  the  peace,  and  in  that  case  “to  put  his 
trust  in  God” — in  other  words,  to  attack  them.  It 
seems  probable  that  Ibrahim,  in  obedience  to  these 


orders,  attacked  the  Turks;  for  a “collision”  is  po- 
sitively stated  to  have  occurred  on  the  frontiers  of 
Syria.  However,  the  Turkish  ambassador  at  Paris 
assured  the  French  government  that  he  had  receiv- 
ed no  information  of  the  event,  and  was  not  dis- 
posed to  credit  the  report.  Byr,  he  added,  was 
within  the  Turkish  territory,  and  therefore  occu- 
pation of  that  city  would  be  no  breach  of  the  peace 
by  Hafiz. 

CHINA. 

From  China  there  are  accounts  direct  to  the 
19th  of  February.  On  the  8th  the  chamber  of 
commerce  had  issued  a statement,  giving  the  total 
exports  of  tea  to  that  date,  both  to  Great  Britain, 
and  the  United  States,  which  were  as  follows: — 

Pounds. 

Black  tea  to  Great  Britain  21,637,333 

Green  do.  do.  3,587,867 


Total 

Black  tea  in  the  United  States 
Green  do.  do. 

Total 


25,225,200 

652,400 

3,761,733 

4,414,133 


Silk  to  Great  Britain,  to  the  same 

date  (peculs)  1,171 

As  the  holidays  were  about  to  commence,  there 
was  not  much  business  doing.  Some  purchases 
had,  however,  been  made  for  exportation  of  first 
quality  silk,  at  540  to  555 — say  about  150  bales. 

The  papers  contain  a long  proclamation  from  the 
governor  ordering  the  back  doors  of  the  factories  to 
be  locked  up  with  loose  bricks. 

(Extract.) 

“Tang,  governor  of  Canton,  &c.  proclaims  to  the 
security  merchants,  for  their  full  information: — 

“Whereas,  on  the  22d  day  of  the  12th  moon,  (26th 
January).  I received  the  despatch  from  the  hoppo, 
setting  forth  the  following:  It  appears  that  in  refer- 
ence to  the  foreigners’  factories,  they  are  making 
back  doors  fronting  the  north,  I already  gave  forth 
my  edict  commanding  that,  agreeably  with  the  me- 
morial presented  to  the  emperor  in  the  time  of  Ceen 
Ling,  these  should  be  stopped  up  to  conform  ex- 
actly with  the  old  rule,  and  prevent  leaking  (out 
and  in);  and  at  the  same  time  I wrote  to  your  ex- 
cellency that  your  excellency  should  issue  orders 
for  the  same  being  put  into  force,  as  on  record; 
however,  it  appears  that  the  hong  merchants  have 
petitioned  me  to  the  followingeffecf: — We  the  hong 
merchants,  with  deep  respect  to  all  the  particulars 
of  your  excellency’s  edict,  several  times  impressed 
upon  them,  the  said  foreigners,  that  they  should 
take  the  back  doors  fronting  the  north,  and  have 
them  stopped  up,  when  it  appears  they  all  said  w ith 
one  voice  that  they  had  not  opened  these  back  doors 
for  the  intention  of  smuggling,  but  as  a precaution 
in  case  of  fire.” 

From.  Singapore.  We  have  by  the  Liverpool  a 
Singapore  Free  Press,  of  February  14,  in  which 
there  is  a full  record  of  the  movements  ol  the  U.  S. 
frigates  Columbia  and  John  Adams  on  the  west 
coast  of  Sumatra. 

There  were  no  American  vessels  in  port. 

From  the  Free  Press. 

We  omitted  last  week  to  make  any  mention  of 
the  gaieties  that  had  just  taken  place  in  commemo- 
ration of  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the  settle- 
ment. The  ball  on  the  5th,  was  of  course  attended 
by  all  the  beauty  of  Singapore;  while  the  presence 
of  commodore  Read,  and  several  officers  of  the 
American  frigate,  made  an  important  and  agreeable 
addition  to  the  chivalry  present,  Terpsichore  assert- 
ing her  dominion  over  all  until  a late  hour.  The 
public  dinner  on  the  following  day,  which  was  the 
anniversary,  was  a very  first  rate  jollification,  the 
toasting,  speechifying  and  singing,  being  all  most 
appropriate  and  in  the  best  taste — and  it  was  agreed 
by  all  that  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Connolly  in  the 
chair  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  hilarity 
of  the  evening. 

While  on  this  subject  we  may  mention  that 
colonel  Cooke  and  the  officers  of  the  8th,  entertain 
commodore  Read  and  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  squadron  at  a ball  and  supper  to-morrow 
evening. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

We  are  indebted,  says  the  New  York  American, 
of  the  2d  inst.  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Hobbs,  secre- 
tary to  commodore  Ballard,  for  the  annexed  transla- 
tions and  extracts  from  Rio  papers. 

Extracts  from  the  Rio  circular. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  May  4th,  1839.  The  political  oc- 
currences of  the  last  month  were  of  considerable 
and  unusual  interest,  but  before  we  proceed  to  take 
a retrospect  of  the  most  important,  we  must  present 
our  readers  with  a translation  of  the  speech  delivered 
yesterday  by  the  regent  in  person,  on  opening  the 
session  of  the  legislative  assembly;  it  is  as  follows: 
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“His  majesty  the  emperor,  and  his  august  sisters, 
continue  to  be  blessed  by  the  Most  High  with  per- 
fect heath. 

“The  marriage  of  her  imperial  highness  is  one  of 
the  great  objects  which  engages  my  attention,  and 
I recommend  to  you  in  the  name  of  the  emperor, 
that  you  take  it  under  your  especial  consideration,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  carried  into  effect  in  a manner 
worthy  of  Brazil  and  the  throne. 

“Our  friendly  relations  with  other  nations  remain 
unaltered;  we  continue  to  receive  the  most  satisfac- 
tory demonstrations  of  the  interest  which  all  nations 
take  in  the  consolidation  of  the  Brazilian  monarchy, 
and  in  the  glory  and  prosperity  of  the  empire.  The 
motives,  which  for  a moment  existed,  for  doubting  a 
continuance  of  a good  understanding  between  the 
imperial  cabinet  and  that  of  the  holy  see,  are  re- 
moved. 

“In  the  province  of  Rio  Grande  South,  the  con- 
flict occasioned  by  the  delusion  of  a part  of  its  in- 
habitants unhappily  continues;  but  the  perseverence 
and  moderation  of  the  imperial  government,  aided 
by  the  example  of  constancy  and  firmness  of  those 
Brazilians  who  are  faithful  to  their  oaths  of  alle- 
giance will,  (this  I hope  from  the  Omnipotent),  re- 
establish the  imperial  sway,  and  cement  concord 
between  children  of  the  same  family. 

“The  other  provinces  of  the  empire  manifest  ge- 
nerally (I  state  it  with  pleasure)  a spirit  of  order, 
accompanied  by  a devotedness  to  the  principles  of 
liberty  rightly  understood,  which  promises  us  a long 
continuance  of  tranquillity. 

“The  interpretation  of  the  law  of  the  12th  Aug. 
1834,  which  reformed  the  constitution  of  the  em- 
pire; the  improvement  of  the  circulating  medium;  a 
revision  of  the  penal  code;  and  a settled  system  of 
public  instruction,  such  as  may  duly  capacitate  the 
youths  of  Brazil  for  the  important  offices  of  social 
life,  whether  civil  or  military:  these,  gentlemen,  are 
the  objects  which  will  most  especially  continue  to 
offer  you  useful  matter  for  your  labors. 

“The  session  is  opened. 

(Signed)  PEDRO  DE  ARANJO  LIMA.” 

“It  is  with  the  most  painful  feelings  that  we  have 
to  notice  a melancholy  occurrence  which  took  place 
on  the  21st  ult.  and  which  in  its  consequences  might 
have  seriously  affected  the  personal  safety  of  the 
British  residents.  The  circumstances  of  the  case, 
according  to  the  best  information  we  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  were  as  follows:  The  steamboat  Especu- 

ladora,  (belonging  to  the  Nietherohy  company),  on 
its  return  from  an  excursion  up  the  bay,  about  9 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  unnecessarily  and  impru- 
dently passed  between  his  majesty’s  ship  Slag  and 
the  brig  Ganges,  one  of  the  captused  slavers,  and  so 
closely  to  the  latter  as  to  excite  suspicions,  (after 
what  had  happened  on  previous  occasions),  that  an 
attempt  was  intended  to  bring  away  some  of  the 
slaves,  or  to  afford  the  means  of  escape  to  the  pri- 
soners confined  on  board,  and  the  more  so  as  when 
alongside  the  engine  was  suddenly  stopped.  Com- 
modore Sullivan,  who  was  on  the  frigate’s  deck,  on 
seeing  this,  gave  orders  on  board  the  Ganges,  to  be 
prepared  to  fire,  in  case  of  any  such  attempt  being 
made,  but  the  sentinel,  amidst  the  noise  and  confu- 
sion, hearing  only  the  word  fire,  unhappily  discharg- 
ed his  musket  loaded  with  ball,  and  mortally  wound- 
ed a Brazilian  gentleman  named  Bulhoes,  who  was 
seated  on  the  aft  part  of  the  steamer’s  deck,  and 
who  died  on  shore  of  the  wound  early  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.” 

“It  will  be  easily  believed  that  this  sad  accident 
caused  a very  great  sensation,  and  that  this  was  ag- 
gravated by  persons  who  exerted  themselves  to  fan 
the  flame  of  popular  excitement,  by  representing 
the  act  as  a wanton  aggression  on  the  part  of  the 
British  navy,  as  a gratuitous  insult  offered  to  the 
Brazilian  nation,  and  as  an  act  of  barbarous  revenge 
for  the  outrage  committed  the  previous  evening  on  a 
British  boat’s  crew,  whilst  taking  off  the  captain  of 
one  of  the  captured  slavers,  who  had  been  landed 
for  the  purpose  of  being  interrogated  by  the  mixed 
commission,  and  as  one  that  would  be  followed  up 
by  the  execution  as  pirates  of  the  persons  in  com- 
mand of  the  slavers  when  captured. 

“These  efforts  were  but  too  successful  in  irritating 
the  feelings  of  the  populace  against  the  British,  and 
especially3 so  against  the  officers  of  the  navy,  which 
led  to  several  acts  of  violence,  and  which  might  have 
proceeded  to  a frightful  extent,  had  not  the  efferves- 
cent state  of  public  feeling  been  in  a great  degree 
allayed  by  the  publication  of  the  following  judi- 
cious letter  addressed  by  the  British  minister  to 
commodore  Sullivan: 

“It  is  with  extreme  pain  that  I have  to  address 
you  on  the  occurrence  of  a most  lamentable  event, 
of  which  I have  been  officially  informed  by  his  ex- 
cellency, the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Senhor  Can- 
dido  Baptista  de  Oliveira. 

“From  the  representations  that  have  been  made 
to  tne  on  the  part  of  the  imperial  government,  and 


from  other  sources.  I learn  that  on  the  2Istinst.  on 
its  return  from  the  island  of  Paqueta,  the  steamboat 
Especuladora  was  fired  into  on  passing  the  Gan- 
ges, one  of  the  prize  vessels  lately  captured  with 
Africans  on  board,  and  that  a respectable  and  inof- 
fensive Brazilian  gentleman  was,  by  that  shot,  mor- 
tally wounded. 

“It  does  not  appear  from  the  communication  of  his 
excellency  Senhor  Candido  Baptista  de  Oliveira, 
that  there  was  the  slightest  provocation  for  this  fatal 
act,  nor  is  it  represented  as  accidental;  under  such 
impressions,  which,  until  I receive  further  explana- 
tion of  the  origin  of  this  sad  event,  I am  bound  to 
entertain,  terms  are  not  strong  enough  to  express 
the  indignation  and  just  reprobation  with  which 
such  an  outrage  must  be  regarded:  not  alone  must 
the  feelings  of  an  esteemed  and  friendly  nation  be 
roused  in  the  highest  degree  by  such  a wanton  act  of 
barbarity,  but  I am  certain,  sir,  that,  as  commodore 
and  senior  officer  in  command  of  his  majesty’s  naval 
forces,  at  present  in  this  harbor,  you  will  fully  share 
with  me  the  feelings  which  cause  me,  not  only  as 
his  majesty’s  charge  d’affairs,  but  personally  as  an 
Englishman,  deeply  to  deplore  this  event,  and  ear- 
nestly to  desire  to  bring  to  justice  the  parties,  who- 
ever they  may  be,  who,  if  I am  rightly  informed, 
have  been  guilty  of  an  unprovoked  crime. 

“It  is  in  the  conviction,  sir,  that  I shall  meet  on 
your  part  wilh  every  co-operation  in  bringing  to  light 
every  the  most  minute  circumstances  and  evidence 
calculated  to  obtain  the  ends  of  justice  in  this  affair, 
that  I now  officially  request  that  you  will  receive 
on  board  your  frigate,  whatever  legal  or  competent 
authority,  or  whomsoever  the  imperial  government 
may  direct  to  examine  into  this  lamentable  affair; 
and  afford  every  assistance  in  your  power  in  furnish- 
ing evidence  and  investigating  the  true  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case — waiving  on  an  occasion  like  this, 
any  strict  observance  of  legal  or  military  forms  or 
privileges. 

“I  make  this  request  simultaneously  with  the  ap- 
plication, which  it  is  also  my  duty  now  to  forward 
for  every  explanation,  the  result  of  the  examination, 
which  you  will  doubtless  institute  on  this  sad  occa- 
sion, and  which  you  will  please  furnish  to  myself — 
that  may  enable  me  to  forward  to  the  imperial  go- 
vernment an  early  answer  to  the  communication 
which  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  his  ex- 
cellency Senhor  Candido  Baptista  de  Oliveira.  I act 
thus,  in  order  to  avoid  any  possible  delay  in  afford- 
ing every  assistance  in  your  power,  and  being  ready 
to  receive  on  board  your  ship,  the  officers  or  others 
appointed  by  the  imperial  government,  to  examine 
into  the  truth  of  this  melancholy  affair — and  bring 
the  offender  to  such  punishment  as  the  award  of  jus- 
tice may  require. 

“I  am  informed  that  at  half  past  four  this  day, 
the  judicial  officer  appointed  for  this  purpose  by  the 
imperial  government  will  proceed  on  board  his  ma- 
jesty’s ship  Stag,  in  order  to  obtain  the  necessary 
information. 

“Entirely  relying  on  the  proper  feelings  with 
which  you  will  gladly  second  my  efforts  on  this  me- 
lancholy occasion,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  Stc. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  G.  OUSELEY. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  April  23, 1839. 

This  letter  was  looked  upon  by  the  Brazilian 
public  as  the  spontaneous  effusion  of  a generous  and 
sympathizing  heart,  written  in  the  true  spirit  of 
British  feeling  no  less  prompt  in  redressing  a wrong, 
than  ready  and  determined  to  defend  a right:  equal- 
ly yielding  and  conciliatory  towards  minor  powers, 
as  firm  and  unflinching  towards  equals,  or  superiors, 
if,  under  heaven,  any  such  there  be. 

Commodore  Sullivan  having  signified,  as  was  to 
be  expected  from  him,  his  readiness  to  afford  every 
facility  in  obtaining  the  necessary  evidence  of  the 
facts  of  the  case,  in  addition  to  the  investigation, 
which  he  had  himself  previously  and  immediately 
instituted,  the  judge  conservator  for  the  British  na- 
tion, the  senator  Senhor  Caetano  Maria  Lopez- Ga- 
ma, went  on  board  H.  M.  ship  Stag,  to  enter  upon 
the  examination  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
but  as  no  foreign  authorities  could  proceed  to  a ju- 
dicial inquiry  on  board  a ship  of  war,  which  would 
be  aualagous  to  their  admission  into  the  courts  of 
justice  of  the  country,  whose  flag  she  bore,  the  in- 
quiry took  place  on  board  the  Ganges,  and  we  un- 
derstand that  the  evidence  obtained  from  a variety 
of  witnesses,  (including  the  captain  and  mate,  pri- 
soners on  board  of  the  latter  vessel),  substantiated  the 
facts  as  we  have  related  them,  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  article;  and  that  the  sentinel,  the  marine 
Joseph  Hain,  having  been  found  guilty  of  firing  the 
fatal  shot  in  question,  the  said  judge  demanded  his 
being  given  up,  but  which  demand  the  commodore 
stated  he  could  not  comply  with,  until  he  had  com- 
municated with  the  board  of  admiralty  upon  the 
subject;  and  that  the  said  marine  should  be  kept  pri- 
soner on  board  H.  M.  ship  Stag,  until  the  pleasure 


of  the  board  be  known.  We  understand  further, 
that  the  judge  requested  commodore  Sullivan  to 
furnish  him  with  a copy  of  the  minutes  of  inquiry 
instituted  by  himself  on  board  of  H.  M.  ship  Stag, 
and  that  the  request  was  immediately  complied  with. 

The  minutes  of  the  whole  proceedings  will  of 
course  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Bra- 
zilian government,  and  then  probably  become  the 
subject  of  further  communication  with  the  British 
minister. 

We  should  be  guilty  of  an  act  of  manifest  injustice 
towards  the  Brazilian  government,  if  we  closed  this 
article  without  recording  the -praiseworthy  and  en- 
ergetic conduct  of  the  competent  authorities,  in 
taking  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  acts  of  vio- 
lence against  the  British,  which  it  was  justly  appre- 
hended the  excited  state  of  public  feeling  might  oc- 
casion. The  government  was  well  informed,  and 
knew  that  several  individuals  had  made  arrange- 
ments, and  hired  persons  to  molest  the  British,  which 
information  induced  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
Senhor  Candido  Baptista  de  Oliveira,  to  act  the 
noble  part  of  calling  upon  the  Portuguese  charge 
d’affaires,  Senhor  Joao  Baptista  Moreira;  and  inti- 
mating to  him,  that  as  the  parties  were  all  known 
to  the  police,  it  would  be  desirable  that  his  excel- 
lency should  use  his  influence  to  prevent  unpleasant 
consequences.  This  intimation  led  to  the  following 
communication  from  the  charge  d’affaires  of  Portu- 
gal, of  which,  we  understand  the  Brazilian  minister 
had  the  first  intimation  by  reading  it  in  a public 
newspaper,  namely: 

“The  undersigned,  charge  d’affairs  of  H.  M.  F.  M. 
at  the  court  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Brazil, 
has  the  honor  to  address  his  excellency  Senhor 
Candido  Baptista  de  Oliveira,  minister  and  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  in  order  to  afford  an  exact 
solution  to  the  object  for  which  his  excellency  called 
upon  bim  at  his  residence.  The  undersigned  then 
assuring  his  excellency  that  the  supposition  of  the 
number  of  Portuguese  subjects  having  been  consi- 
derable among  the  assemblage  of  the  populace  in 
various  parts  of  the  city,  with  hostile  demonstration 
towards  British  subjects  belonging  to  the  navy,  must 
be  exaggerated,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  he  gave 
it  due  attention,  in  order  to  take  the  necessary  pre- 
cautions, did  no  more  than  manifest  his  conviction 
of  the  love  of  good  order,  which  is  characteristic  of 
the  subjects  of  H.  M.  F.  M.  who  resides  in  this 
metropolis;  and,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  under- 
signed took  the  necessary  steps  to  prevent  the  Por- 
tuguese name  from  being  involved  in  the  late  deli- 
cate occurrence,  he  feels  himself  called  upon  to  de- 
clare that  such  measures  were  unnecessary,  as  the 
Portuguese  have  continued  from  the  commence- 
ment to  conduct  themselves  in  this  matter  of  offend- 
ed Brazilian  national  honor,  with  the  utmost  neu- 
trality, deeply  lamenting  the  incident  which  occa- 
sioned a misunderstanding  between  the  subjects  of 
two  friendly  nations,  and  suppressing,  as  they  ought 
to  do,  any  expressions  that  might  destroy  the  poli- 
tical indifference,  which  it  is  their  duty  to  observe. 
The  undersigned,  in  making  this  communication  to 
his  excellency,  and  of  which  the  imperial  govern- 
ment ought  to  be  assured  by  the  connection  of  the 
facts,  must  reiterate  his  assurance  to  his  excellency 
that  the  Portuguese  subjects,  resident  in  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro, will  be,  as  they  always  have  been,  obedient 
to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  zealous  observers  of 
neutrality  in  questions  which  ought  not  to  concern 
them. 

“The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion 
to  reiterate  his  assurances  to  his  excellency  Senhor 
Candido  Baptista  de  Oliveira  of  his  particular  re- 
spect and  esteem. 

(Signed)  “JOAO  BAPTISTA  MOREIRA. 

On  Saturday,  the  27th  of  April,  his  excellency  the 
minister  for  foreign  affairs,  Senhor  Candido  Baptista, 
transmitted  the  following  circular  communication, 
to  the  foreign  ministers  resident  at  this  court: 

“The  undersigned,  of  the  council  of  his  majesty 
the  emperor,  minister  and  secretary  of  state  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  has  the  honor  to  intimate  to  baron 
Rouen,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  French,  that 
the  regent,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  considering 
the  continuance  of  diplomatic  relations  with  Senhor 
Joao  Baptista  Moreira,  charge  d’affaires  and  consul 
general  of  H.  M.  F.  M.  incompatible  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  imperial  government,  has  ordered  the 
undersigned  to  cancel  the  exequator  of  his  patent  as 
consul  general  in  this  empire. 

“The  undersigned  reiterates  his  sentiments  of  es- 
teem, &c.  (Signed) 

“CANDIDO  BAPTISTA  DE  OLIVEIRA. 

« Rio  de  Janeiro,  27th  April,  1839.” 

TO  THE  WHIGS  OF  VIRGINIA. 

The  central  committee,  appointed  by  the  whig 
members  of  the  last  general  assembly  of  Virginia, 
deem  it  a duty  which  that  appointment  has  imposed 
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upon  them,  to  suggest  and  recommend  to  the  nume- 
rous body  of  their  fellow-citizens  of  this  state  who 
are  opposed  to  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to 
the  presidency  proper  measures  for  producing  con- 
cert of  action  among  themselves  at  home,  and  c on- 
cert also  between  them  and  their  political  friends  in 
the  other  states  of  the  union. 

As  we  now  address  ourselves  only  to  those  who 
concur  in  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  wholly 
unworthy  to  fill  the  office  of  chief  magistrate  of  this 
great  people,  it  is  therefore  no  part  of  our  present 
purpose  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  his  official 
character  and  conduct,  or  those  of  his  immediate  pre- 
decessor, whose  principles  of  government  and  policy 
he  professes  to  follow,  with  a view  to  expose  the 
dangerous  faults  and  equally  pernicious  follies  they 
have  committed.  The  hollowness  of  all  their  pro- 
fessions— the  dishonest  arts  they  have  practised  or 
countenanced — their  wild  and  mischievous  experi- 
ments— their  daring  pretensions  to  powers  never  be- 
fore claimed  or  heard  of — their  corrupt  and  corrupt- 
ing abuse  of  the  executive  patronage — the  baleful 
principles  they  have  introduced  into  the  administra- 
tion, and  the  yet  more  baneful  principles,  absolutely 
incompatible  with  a government  of  laws,  which  they 
have  propagated,  or  encouraged  others  in  propagat- 
ing; and  the  fearful  change  which,  by  all  these 
means,  they  have  wrought  in  the  character,  the  mo- 
rals, and  even  the  manners  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, and,  by  consequence,  in  its  probable  destinies 
— these  are  topics  which  may  be  the  theme  of  future 
discussions  addressed  to  the  good  men  of  all  parties. 

Neither  is  it  our  purpose  here  to  recommend  the 
nomination  of  any  particular  citizen  to  he  supported 
by  the  whig  party  as  their  candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency. Our  own  strong  and  decided  preference, 
indeed,  points  to  the  statesman  to  whose  benignant 
influence  this  nation  stands  already  indebted  for  the 
healing  of  the  two  most  fearful  dissensions  that  have 
ever  distracted  its  councils;  from  w'hose  practical 
wisdom,  the  result  of  great  experience  in  public  af- 
fairs, ability  and  virtue,  we  may  expect  a prudent 
and  prosperous,  as  well  as  just  administration;  whose 
large  and  liberal  views  will  dispose  him,  wdiose  ge- 
nerous ambition  will  prompt  him,  whose  patriotism 
will  impel  him,  and  whose  firmness  willcnable  him, 
to  be  the  president  of  a nation,  and  not  the  president 
of  a faction;  and  from  whose  moderation  and  mag- 
nanimity we  may  hope  that  the  executive  patronage, 
in  his  hands,  will  no  longer  be  an  instrument  of  fa- 
vor, of  revenge,  or  of  ambition — no  longer  be  de- 
graded to  the  vile  purposes  of  rewarding  the  selfish 
zeal  of  furious  partisans  and  punishing  the  indepen- 
dence of  honest  opponents — of  continuing  power  in 
the  hands  that  hold  it  and  perpetuating  the  domina- 
tion of  a party.  But  the  great  object  we  have  at 
heart,  far  more  than  the  nomination  of  the  gentle- 
man whom  we  prefer,  is  that  concert  and  co-opera- 
tion in  effecting  a nomination  which  will  secure  an 
undivided  and  strenuous  support  to  the  candidate 
who  shall  be  selected,  being  ready  to  forego  our  in- 
dividual preferences,  if  it  shall  be  required  of  us,  in 
deference  to  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  party 
with  whom  we  must  act  in  order  to  make  our 
strength  efficient. 

The  propriety,  or  rather  the  indispensable  neces- 
sity, of  such  concert,  seems  so  obvious,  that  it  is 
hoped  hardly  any  thing  but  the  suggestion  can  be 
wanting  to  produce  a general,  hearty,  and  prompt 
co-operation  in  any  measures  lair  in  themselves,  and 
adapted  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  end,  without 
embarrassing  the  cause  with  inquiries  whether  other 
measures  might  not  be  devised  equal!}',  and  even 
perhaps  more  convenient  than  those  proposed. 

It  is  right,  in  this  case,  to  learn  prudence  from  our 
political  adversaries.  They  have  been  indebted  for 
the  successes  they  have  hitherto  achieved,  we  are 
convinced,  not  so  much  to  their  strength  as  to  their 
unity  of  design,  combination  of  means,  and  concen- 
tration of  all  their  energies  to  the  execution  of  their 
plans.  They  resort  to  a regular  party  organization 
upon  all  occasions  on  which  it  can  promise  them 
any  advantage.  We  have  seen  them  holding  a ge- 
neral convention  in  this  city  during  the  last  spring, 
and  organizing  their  whole  party  in  Virginia,  wifh 
the  avowed  purpose  of  affecting  and  controlling  our 
then  approaching  elections  by  force  of  party  ma- 
nagement— uniting,  directing  and  stimulating  their 
exertions.  No  attempt  of  the  same  kind  was  ever 
before  made  in  the  state.  Strong  as  the  temptation 
was  to  follow  the  example,  and  fair  as  would  have 
been  our  excuse  if  we  had  followed  it,  we  rejoice 
that  it  was  not  followed;  for  we  think,  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  the  exclusivedemocratic  republicans, 
as  they  presume  to  call  themselves,  that  it  is  but  a 
poor  manifestation  of  respect  for  the  intelligence  or 
virtue  of  the  people  to  suppose  them  incapable  of 
choosing  their  immediate  representatives,  without 
the  aid  of  conventions  and  committees  of  vigilance 
to  incite,  instruct  and  direct  them.  But  the  elec- 
tion of  president  and  vice  president,  in  its  very  na- 


ture, requires  the  agency  of  some  assembly  for  the 
purpose  of  nomination  and  concert;  and  such  assem- 
blies have  accordingly  always  been  held,  and,  while 
the  election  shall  be  conducted  in  the  manner  it  tvow 
is,  always  must  be  held  for  the  purpose. 

We  are  sensible  that  the  partisans  of  the  admi- 
nistration have  peculiar  facilities  for  party  organiza- 
tion in  the  numerous  regular  army  of  office-holders 
enlisted  in  their  service,  and  dispersed  throughout 
the  land,  and  in  the  party  discipline  they  have  es- 
tablished, which  tolerates  no  individuality  of  charac- 
ter— no  independence  of  thought  or  action;  disci- 
pline founded  in,  and  upheld  by,  a regular  system  of 
rewards  and  punishments,  which  the  president,  in 
the  exercise  of  the  executive  patronage,  administers 
without  scruple,  without  shame  and  without  mode- 
ratipn.  Of  these  advantages  they  will  doubtless 
avail  themselves  to  the  utmost;  nor  can  we  deprive 
them  of  them.  But,  as  they  themselves  avow,  they 
rest  their  hopes  of  success  not  so  much  on  their  own 
strength,  or  the  judicious  combination  and  direction 
of  their  strength,  as  upon  the  divisions  and  dissen- 
sions which  they  fondly  believe  to  exist  among  us, 
their  opponents,  and  which  they  labor  by  all  means 
to  inflame.  This  ground  of  hope  it  is  in  our  power 
to  take  away  from  them,  if  we  are  only  true  to  our- 
selves and  our  cause.  If  the  maintainers  of  presi- 
dential domination  are  right  in  the  opinion  they  en- 
tertain; if  nothing  short  of  the  executive  patronage, 
actively  and  steadily  employed,  is  of  sufficient  force 
to  combine  and  hold  together  any  party  in  this  coun- 
try in  reference  to  the  presidential  election,  then  it 
is  obvious  that  the  president  will  always  have  the 
power  of  dictating  his  own  re-appointment,  and  of 
appointing  his  successor,  so  long  as  the  appointment 
to  the  office  shall  continue  to  be  made  in  the  form  of 
an  election. 

We  recommend,  1.  That  a convention  of  the  whig 
party  of  Virginia  be  held  at  Staunton,  on  the  30th 
day  of  September  next;  to  form  which  convention, 
the  p'eople  of  each  county,  town  and  election  dis- 
trict of  the  state  entitled  to  representation  in  the 
house  of  delegates,  shall  appoint  twice  as  many  de- 
legates as  they  have  a right  to  elect  to  that  house.  2. 
That  the  people  empower  their  delegates  in  the  said 
convention,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  attend,  to  de- 
termine, among  other  things,  whether  a separate 
state  nomination  of  president  and  vice  president 
should  be  made,  or  whether  delegates  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  national  convention  proposed  to  be 
held  at  Harrisburg,  in  December  next;  if  the  con- 
vention determine  on  a separate  state  nomination, 
then  to  make  or  indicate  the  manner  of  making  it; 
and  if  they  determine  to  send  delegates  to  the  pro- 
posed convention  at  Harrisburg,  then  to  appoint  one 
delegate  for  each  congressional  district  and  two  for 
the  state  at  large,  and  to  give  them  proper  instruc- 
tions. And,  3.  We  recommend  to  the  whigs  of  the 
state,  when  they  assemble  to  appoint  delegates  to 
the  convention  at  Staunton,  to  appoint  also  a com- 
mittee of  vigilance  for  each  county  and  town,  and 
to  communicate  the  names  of  the  committees  to  the 
central  committee.  B.  W.  LEIGH, 

WM.  H.  MACFARLAND, 
JAMES  LYONS, 

B.  PEYTON, 

JOHN  H.  PLEASANTS, 
HOLDEN  RHODES, 

W.  ROBERTSON, 

JAMES  M.  WICKHAM, 

H.  L.  BROOKE, 

S.  S.  BAXTER. 

L.  W.  CHAMBERLAYNE, 
PEACHY  R.  GRATTAN. 

Richmond,  July  4,  1839. 

THE  PRESIDENT. 

From  the  Harrisburg  {Pa.)  Reporter. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  left  Washington  on  the  20th 
inst.  and  passed  through  Baltimore  without  the 
good  people  of  that  city  being  aware  of  his  pre- 
sence. The  following  day  he  reached  York,  and 
was  waited  upon  by  the  population,  old  and  young. 
On  Saturday,  about  4 o’clock,  he  reached  Harris- 
burg, where  be  took  lodgings  at  Mr.  Nagle’s  Union 
Hotel.  He  was  shortly  waited  on  by  a committee 
from  the  senate,  and  also  from  the  house,  headed 
by  their  speaker.  He  declined  all  public  honors. 
The  president,  whilst  heie,  was  visited  by  the 
members  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  by  the 
governor,  heads  of  departments,  and  by  as  many 
of  th e people  as  he  could  conveniently  shake  hands 
with,  from  Saturday  until  Monday.  Every  one 
appeared  pleased  with  the  urbanity  of  hi3  demeanor, 
and  the  propriety  of  his  conduct. 

On  Monday  he  left  for  Lebanon,  and  whilst 
there,  was  visited  by  persons  of  every  party  deno- 
mination. On  Tuesday  he  reached  Reading,  the 
political  centre  of  “Old  Berks.”  The  warmth  of 
his  reception  there,  may  be  gathered  from  the  fol- 
I lowing  letter,  written  by  a friend,  who  never  voted 


a democratic  ticket  in  his  life,  and  therefore  cannot 
be  charged  with  political  partiality: 

“ Reading , Wednesday  morning,  June  26. 

“On  my  arrival  last  evening,  I found  the  presi- 
dent elegantly  quartered  at  Herr’s  hotel,  still  re- 
ceiving visitors  of  distinction  of  all  parties,  cordi- 
ally welcoming  him  to  ‘Old  Berks.’  In  the  night, 
the  court  house  was  brilliantly  illuminated,  and  a 
large  bonfire  built  at  each  extremity  of  Penn 
square.  I was  told  that  his  arrival  was  announced 
by  the  ringing  of  all  the  bells  in  town.  He  was 
escorted  to  his  lodgings  by  a large  escort  of  horse 
and  foot.  He  was  entertained  last  night  with  un- 
usual splendor  at  the  mansion  of  Samuel  Bell,  jr. 
esq.  where  a large  party  of  ladies  (looking  as 
Pennsylvania’s  daughters  always  do,  peerless),  and 
gentlemen  had  previously  assembled  to  receive 
him.  He  appeared  delighted  throughout  the  even- 
ing. In  short,  my  dear  sir,  Reading  fully  sustain- 
ed her  character  for  genuine  hospitality. 

“He  departs  hence  at  about  II  o’clock,  for  Eas- 
ton.” 

The  unostentatious  manner  in  which  Mr.  Van 
Buren  travels,  has  put  to  rest  in  this  region,  the 
“terrific”  stories  we  used  to  hear  about  English 
servants,  horses  and  carriages.  They  were  reite- 
rated with  such  pertinacity,  as  to  make  some  peo- 
ple really  believe  there  was  truth  mixed  with  all 
this  fiction — now  we  know  “ it’s  all  a fiction.” 

We  annex  the  following  correspondence,  be- 
tween the  democratic  members  of  the  senate  and 
house,  and  the  president,  in  which  it  will  be  seen 
he  declines  the  hospitality  tendered  to  him  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people. 

The  democratic  members  of  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives,  having  learned  that  president 
Van  Buren  would  passthrough  Harrisburg  in  a few 
days,  assembled  in  the  east  committee  room,  June 
21,  1839. 

General  William  T.  Rogers,  of  Bucks,  was  called 
to  the  chair,  and  R.  Broadhead,  jr.  of  Northampton, 
appointed  secretary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Senator  Myers,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  thirteen  be  ap- 
pointed to  make  suilable  arrangements  for  the  re- 
ception and  entertainment  of  Martin  Van  Buren, 
president  of  the  United  States,  if  he  should  visit 
Harrisburg  on  his  way  to  the  north,  and  that  the 
chairman  and  secretary  be  placed  upon  the  com- 
mittee. 

William  T.  Rogers,  Henry  Myers,  A.  V.  Parsons, 
Charles  Brown,  S.  L.  Carpenter,  Wm.  Hopkins, 
R.  P.  Flenniken,  W.  P.  Wilcox,  Henry  Longaker, 
T.  B.  McElwee,  F.  Smith,  J.  Woodburn  and  R. 
Broadhead,  jr.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

WM.  T.  ROGERS,  chairman. 

R.  Broadhead,  jr.  secretary. 

State  capilol,  Harrisburg,  June  22,  1839. 

Sir:  the  undersigned  have  been  appointed  a com- 
mittee by  the  democratic  members  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives,  to  express  the  grati- 
fication they  feel,  in  welcoming  you  to  the  capital 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  request  that  you  will  afford 
them  an  opportunity  to  express  the  high  sense  they 
entertain  for  your  public  character  and  moral  worth, 
by  dining  with  them  at  such  time  and  place  as  may 
be  most  agreeable  to  you,  or  in  such  time  and  man- 
ner as  may  best  suit  your  wishes  and  convenience. 
W.  T.  ROGERS, 

HENRY  MYERS, 

A.  V.  PARSONS, 

CHARLES  BROWN, 

WM.  HOPKINS, 

R.  BROADHEAD,  jr 
W.  P.  WILCOX, 

HENRY  LONGAKER, 

T.  B.  McELWEE, 

FRED.  SMITH, 

JAMES  WOODBURN, 

K.  P.  FLENNIKEN. 

To  his  excellency,  Martin  Van  Buren. 

Harrisburg,  June  24,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter,  informing  me  that 
you  have  been  appointed  a committee  by  the  demo- 
cratic members  of  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, to  express  the  gratification  they  feel  in 
welcoming  me  to  the  capital  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
inviting  me  to  a public  dinner  at  such  time  and 
place  as  may  be  most  agreeable  to  myself,  was 
placed  in  my  hands  on  Saturday.  Having  ex- 
plained to  the  members  of  the  committee  by  whom 
it  was  presented,  the  reasons  which  put  it  out  of 
my  power  to  avail  myself  of  that  invitation  so  kindly 
given,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  return  to  you,  and 
to  fhose  whom  you  represent,  my  gratelul  acknow- 
ledgments, as  well  for  the  particular  mark  of  their 
respect  which  you  were  deputed  to  offer  me,  as  for 
the  very  gratifying  and  friendly  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  pleased  to  receive  me.  Such  atten- 
tion could  not  have  proceeded  from  a source  pos- 
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sessing  in  a higher  degree  my  confidence  and  re- 
gard, than  the  democratic  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  great  and  patriotic  state. 

Be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  convey  to  those  whom 
you  represent,  and  to  accept  for  yourself,  assurances 
of  the  respect  and  esteem  with  which  I am 
Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

To  the  honorable  Messrs.  Rogers,  Myers,  Par- 
sons, Carpenter,  Brown,  of  the  senate,  and  Hopkins, 
Smith,  Longaker,  Broadhead,  Wilcox,  McElwee, 
Woodburn,  and  Flenniken,  of  the  house. 

From  the  Easton  Democrat,  July  4. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  the  committee  of  escort 
assembled  at  Heckman’s  hotel,  and  organized  by 
choosing  John  Davis,  esq.  chief  marshal,  and  on 
Thursday  at  about  eleven  o’clock,  Mr.  Van  Buren 
arrived  at  Bethlehem,  to  which  place  he  was  es- 
corted by  our  friends  from  Lehigh  county,  and 
where  he  was  received  with  every  demonstration 
of  respect  by  the  Bethlehem  committee,  and  citi- 
zens of  all  parties. 

Having  dined  at  Bethlehem,  he  was  delivered 
over  to  the  Northampton  committee  at  2 o’clock, 
and  proceeded  to  Easton  in  colonel  Porter’s  carri- 
age, accompanied  by  the  committee  of  reception. — 
His  son  rode  in  the  president’s  own  carriage,  ac- 
companied by  colonel  Ihrie.  The  escort  on  horse- 
back, under  command  of  marshal  Davis,  preceded 
the  president  and  the  residue  of  the  citizens  follow- 
ed in  upwards  of  fifty  carriages.  Having  halted  at 
Butztown,  and  at  Dietrich’s,  for  a few  minutes,  the 
procession  proceeded  to  Easton,  and  arrived  at 
about  half  past  4 o’clock,  P.  M.  where  the  presi- 
dent was  received  with  a national  salute  from 
mount  Jetferson,  (under  directions  of  Mr.  John  J. 
Herster)  the  ringing  of  bells,  and  the  continued 
cheers  of  our  citizens,  who  lined  the  streets  from 
the  outlets  to  the  hotel. 

On  arriving  at  the  American  hotel,  (kept  by  Mr. 
A.  D.  Olmstead)  the  president’s  parlor  was  imme- 
diately so  crowded  that  it  was  found  necessary  to 
remove  to  the  lower  floor  in  order  to  permit  the  in- 
troduction of  the  hundreds  of  citizens  who  awaited 
his  arrival,  and  desired  to  grasp  the  hand  of  “the 
man  whom  they  had  delighted  to  honor.”  We  pre- 
sume that  nearly  one  thousand  persons  were  intro- 
duced to  him  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  and  it 
was  particularly  pleasing  to  see  how  he  detained, 
to  converse  with  them,  the  few  surviving  veterans 
of  the  revolution  whom  we  have  still  left  lingering 
among  us. 

During  the  afternoon  the  faculty  of  Lafayette 
college,  in  a body,  waited  upon  and  were  introduc- 
ed to  the  president,  as  were  also  the  students  of  the 
institution  generally.  In  the  evening,  pursuant  to 
invitation  he  attended  the  concert  of  vocal  and  in- 
strumental music,  at  the  German  Reformed  church, 
and  was  much  pleased  with  the  performance  of  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  which  was  highly  creditable 
to  them. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  and  the  next  morn- 
ing he  visited  three  or  four  private  families,  and 
precisely  at  ten  o’clock  on  the  28th  he  left  us,  es- 
corted over  the  Delaware  bridge  in  the  same  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  arrived,  and  was  delivered 
over  to  the  hands  of  the  Greenwich  (New  Jersey) 
committee  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  bridge,  and 
thence  proceeded  to  Belvidere. 

On  taking  leave  Mr.  Reeder  on  behalf  of  the 
Northampton  committee  bade  him  a neat  and  ap- 
propriate adieu,  to  which  the  president  replied  with 
promptness  and  ease,  and  major  C.  Sitgreaves  then, 
on  behalf  of  our  New  Jersey  friends,  welcomed  him 
to  the  soil  of  that  patriotic  state,  in  a speech  of  some 
length  and  great  beauty,  to  which  the  president  re- 
sponded with  his  wonted  aptness  and  felicity  of  ex- 
pression. 

LETTER  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

His  excellency,  Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the 
United  Stales. 

Honored  sir:  On  behalf  of  the  people  of  North- 
ampton county,  we  welcome  you  to  her  borders.  It 
is  the  first  time  since  the  establishment  of  our  go- 
vernment, that  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing upon  our  own  soil  the  president  of  the  United 
States.  That  pleasure  is  greatly  enhanced  upon 
the  present  occasion,  in  being  able  to  greet  in  your 
person  the  candidate  of  our  choice,  whose  conduct 
in  the  executive  chair  has  justified  every  hope  of 
his  friends,  and  who,  by  an  able,  independent,  firm 
and  republican  exercise  of  the  executive  functions, 
has  commanded  the  respect  of  nations  abroad,  and 
maintained  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the  union 
at  home. 

We  tender  to  you  a hearty  welcome  to  “old 
Northampton,”  which  for  near  half  a century  has 
stood  foith  firm  and  fearless  in  her  undeviating  sup- 
port of  democratic  men  and  democratic  measures; 
and  on  behalf  of  her  citizens,  we  respectfully  re-. 


quest  that  you  will  partake  of  a public  dinner  with 
them  at  such  time  as  may  best  suit  your  conveni- 
ence. 

Wm.  Kenedy,  A.  H.  Reeder, 

Thos.  McKeen,  Wm.  Hackelt, 

D.  D.  Wagener,  Wash’n  McCartney, 

J.  M.  Porter,  D.  W.  Davis, 

Gen.  Hess,  jr. 

the  president’s  reply. 

Easton,  June  28,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  For  the  cordial  welcome  express- 
ed in  your  letter,  and  which  has  been  so  enthusias- 
tically confirmed  by  those  whom  you  represent,  I 
return  my  grateful  acknowledgements.  That  I 
have  had  the  good  fortune,  under  circumstances  of 
peculiar  difficulty  and  responsibility,  to  retain  the 
confidence  originally  reposed  in  me  by  them  and 
by  yourselves,  and  to  elicit  by  my  presence  a dis- 
play of  personal  regard  like  that  which  has  greeted 
my  arrival,  will  be  counted  the  most  agreeable  re- 
flections of  my  future  life. 

The  invitation  to  a public  dinner  with  which  you 
have  honored  me,  you  must  permit  me  respectful- 
ly to  decline.  Although  frequently  complimented 
by  my  fellow  citizens  with  similar  invitations,  I 
have  never,  in  the  course  of  my  public  life,  availed 
myself  of  them  in  a single  instance.  If  an  excep- 
tion were  to  be  made  to  this  course,  I could  not  de- 
sire an  occasion  more  appropriate  than  that  of  an 
invitation  proceeding  from  the  people  of  “old 
Northampton,”  who  have,  as  you  truly  say,  “for 
nearly  half  a century,  stood  forth,  firm  and  fearless, 
in  their  undeviating  support  of  democratic  men  and 
measures.”  But  considerations  affecting  my  offi- 
cial position  being  added  to  a long  cherished  pre- 
ference for  a less  ceremonious  interchange  of  saluta- 
tions with  my  political  friends,  and  having  already 
in  the  course  of  my  journey,  declined  similar  invi- 
tations from  other  highly  esteemed  portions  of  them, 
I am  confident  that  the  democracy  of  Northampton 
will  indulge  me  in  the  adoption  of  a similar  course 
in  respect  to  themselves. 

I cannot,  gentlemen,  in  justice  to  my  own  feel- 
ings refrain  from  embracing  this  opportunity  to  ex- 
press the  high  satisfaction  from  which  I have  de- 
rived from  my  visit,  for  the  first  time  to  the  interior 
of  your  great  and  prosperous  commonwealth. — 
From  the  county  of  York,  where  I entered  it,  to 
your  flourishing  borough  at  which  I leave  it,  pas- 
sing through  the  counties  of  York,  Cumberland, 
Dauphin,  Lebanon,  Berks,  Lehigh  and  Northamp- 
ton, my  route  has  been  through  an  unbroken  suc- 
cession of  German  settlements.  If  any  thing  could 
have  added  to  the  high  opinion  which  I have  long 
entertained  of  the  German  character,  the  hospitali- 
ty, industry  and  courtesy  which  abound  in  those 
settlements,  would  not  fail  to  have  that  effect.  In 
contemplating  the  great  advantages  which  we  have 
already  derived  from  this  source,  may  we  not  look 
with  certainty  to  the  most  favorable  results  in  fu- 
ture, not  only  in  regard  to  the  physical  condition  of 
the  country,  but  also  to  the  maintenance  of  the  true 
principles  of  our  government,  from  the  great  num- 
ber of  German  emigrants  who  are  daily  making 
this  the  land  of  their  adoption?  That  such  will  be 
the  case  to  a great  and  highly  gratifying  extent  I 
cannot  doubt,  for  among  the  impressions  made  upon 
my  mind  during  a brief  visit  to  Europe,  a few  years 
since,  a short  portion  of  which  I spent  in  some  of 
the  German  states,  was  a strong  conviction  that  by 
no  other  people  would  political  institutions  as  free 
as  our  own,  be  embraced  with  more  sincerity  or 
maintained  with  greater  tenacity,  than  by  the  peo- 
ple of  those  states. 

Do  me  the  favor,  gentlemen,  to  convey  to  those 
whom  you  reprsent,  and  to  accept  for  yourselves 
assurances  of  the  sincere  regard  and  respect  with 
which,  I am,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Messrs.  A.  H.  Reeder,  W.  Kennedy,  W.  Hackelt, 
T.  McKeen,  W.  McCartney,  D.  D.  Wagener,  D.  W. 
Davis,  J.  M.  Porter,  and  G.  Hess,  jr.  committee. 

THE  PRESIDENT  AT  NEW  VORlt. 

We  publish  below  the  address  delivered  on  the 
occasion  of  the  reception  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  by 
the  committee  of  his  democratic  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Edmonds,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  citizens,  spoke  as  follows: 

We  have  been  chosen  Mr.  President,  by  your 
democratic  fellow  citizens,  to  convey  to  you,  on 
this,  your  first  visit  to  them  as  chief  magistrate 
of  the  union,  their  united  congratulation  and  wel- 
come. 

On  an  occasion  like  this,  it  is  not  within  the  scope 
of  our  duty,  to  discuss  the  topics  which  divide  the 
political  world,  however  interesting  they  may  be; 
but  as  free  citizens,  acknowledging  a deep  interest 
in  all  that  concerns  the  common  weal,  it  is  not  less 
due  to  ourselves,  than  demanded  by  truth  and 
justice,  that  we  should  remember  the  events  which 


have  marked  our  history  during  your  administra- 
tion. 

It  is  seldom  that  the  energies  of  a nation  are  tried 
by  convulsions  like  those  which  we  have  recently 
witnessed.  It  is  seldom  that  questions  of  such 
vital  importance  to  constitutional  freedom,  involv- 
ing so  deeply  the  existence  and  nature  of  republi- 
can government,  and  opinions  so  deeply  interwoven 
in  the  prejudices  and  passions  of  human  nature, 
combine  to  embitter  political  contests.  Surely, 
then,  the  friends  of  popular  institations — all  who 
have  advocated  a strict  adherence  to  the  provisions 
of  our  constitution,  and  ail  who  wish  our  govern- 
ment to  preserve  the  free  and  equal  spirit  infused 
into  it  by  our  fathers,  have  reason  to  be  grateful. 
The  storm  which  darkens  the  horizon,  purifies  the 
atmosphere,  and  the  reverses  which  have  tried,  have 
also  proved  the  resources,  the  energies,  and  the  pa- 
triotism of  the  people. 

We  are  not  at  this  day  to  learn  that  long  andcon- 
tiued  prosperity  is  dangerous  to  the  simplicity  of 
free  institutions.  Errors,  invited  by  temporary  con- 
venience, abuses,  more  to  be  dreaded  from  their 
very  insignificance,  identify  themselves  with  legis- 
lation, and  assume  a potentious  importance  from 
the  force  of  precedent  and  accumulation,  and  unless 
arrested  by  the  vigilance  of  an  intelligent  people, 
undermine  surely  and  unseen  the  fabric  of  constitu- 
tional liberty. 

Deeply  sensible  of  these  reflections,  and  aware 
that  a period  had  arrived  when  the  public  welfare 
— the  purity  of  legislation — and  the  whole  system 
of  trade  upon  which  our  commercial  prosperity 
rested,  would  depend  upon  the  integrity  and  firm- 
ness of  our  representatives,  the  democracy  of  this 
state  awaited,  with  solicitude,  your  first  communica- 
tion to  congress,  and  have  anxiously  and  approv- 
ingly observed  your  subsequent  course. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  great  reform 
which  you  recommended  could  be  immediate,  or 
that  measures  affecting  widely  every  amplicated  re- 
lation of  life,  would  pass  without  opposition. 

The  step  of  improvement  is  over  the  attachment 
of  private  interest.  All  who  thrive  by  a system, 
however  evil — all  who  attain  power  by  legislation, 
however  unjust — those  who  govern,  and  those  who 
fear  a large  and  influential  class,  unite  against  the 
reformer,  and  deny  the  utility  of  any  plan  which 
werks  temporary  loss  to  themselves.  Time,  how- 
ever, is  ever  disappointing  the  expectations  which 
are  founded  on  the  instability  of  popular  opinion; 
and  recent  events  have  conclusively  shown,  that 
there  is  abundant  virtue  in  the  people — that  there 
is  in  them  a barrier  capable  of  resisting  the  influ- 
ence of  wealth — a feeling  adequate  to  contend  with 
the  passion  of  covetousness,  and  principles  impas- 
sable to  temptation — and  that  opinions  drawn  from 
annals  of  the  ignorant,  debased  and  servile  com- 
munities, have  no  applicability  to  a nation  where 
the  mind  as  well  as  the  body  is  free,  and  where 
man  is  born  to  an  inheritance  of  thought  and  edu- 
cation. 

To  you,  sir,  upon  whom,  in  vindicating  our  laws 
and  constitution,  the  weight  of  executive  responsi- 
bility has  devolved,  the  approbation  of  your  coun- 
trymen, no  less  than  your  own  reflections,  will  be 
a sufficient  return  for  the  sacrifice  of  personal  feel- 
ings involved  in  the  fearless  discharge  of  your  high 
duties. 

To  us,  who  have  supported  the  measures  of  your 
administration,  time  has  added  conviction  as  to  the 
justice  of  our  cause  and  determination  to  our  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  it.  And  we  are  convinced  that 
with  you  as  our  chief  magistrate,  neither  the  spirit 
of  party,  nor  the  workings  of  ambition,  can  retard 
that  equal  legislation  which  knows  no  favorites  and 
sanctions  no  preferences. 

We  congratulate  you  upon  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity which  overspreads  our  common  country. 
In  the  full  enjoyment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
— with  energies  developing  themselves  in  endless 
progression — with  resources  defying  the  limit  of 
imagination — with  territory  uniting  the  advantages 
of  every  soil  and  climate — our  future  destinies  jus- 
tify the  most  sanguine  hopes,  and  offer  a theme  of 
grateful  contemplation.  The  cultivation  of  peace 
with  all  the  world,  and  the  preservation  of  our  na- 
tional honor  unimpeached,  are  necessary  to  the  at- 
tainment of  this  high  estate,  and  devolve  upon  the 
executive  duties  of  an  important  character.  Twice, 
since  your  election,  has  the  discharge  of  these  du- 
ties demanded  the  exercise  of  great  firmness  and 
wisdom. 

The  difficulty  of  maintaing  the  ju3t  neutral  rela- 
tions of  a frontier  so  extended  as  our  own,  is  ap- 
preciated by  few.  The  wild  passions  and  lawless 
actions  engendered  by  constant  collision  and  pro- 
tected by  an  unsettled  country  and  a disaffected 
neighborhood — the  local  jealousies  incident  to  dis-> 
puled  questions  of  territorial  jurisdiction  are  only 
understood  by  those  who  are  witnesses  of  their 
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magnitude.  There  was  a period  wheu  those  diffi- 
culties appeared  insurmountable,  and  when  the 
peaceful  relations  of  two  great  nations  seemed  an 
inevitable  sacrifice  to  circumstances  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  foresight  and  firmness.  Happily, 
those  clouds  have  been  dispersed,  and  with  the 
satisfaction  which  such  an  issue  must  afford  to  the 
true  patriot,  you  can  enjoy  the  added  consciousness 
of  having  mainly  contributed  to  its  accomplish- 
ment, and  of  having  earned  for  yourself  a signal 
mark  of  the  confidence  of  the  representatives  of  the 
whole  people.  We  are  not  regardless  of  the  protec- 
tion and  encouragement  which,  during  your  admi- 
nistration, have  been  afforded  to  the  interests  of  li- 
terature, science  and  education,  and  we  rejoice  that 
those  who  elevate  our  national  character  by  their 
erudition,  have  been  so  frequently  selected  by  you 
to  protect  and  represent  our  public  interests. 

With  these  views  of  your  claim  to  the  confidence 
of  the  American  people,  we  look  forward  to  the  pe- 
riod when  the  measures  of  your  administration  shall 
receive  their  unbiassed  and  united  approbation, and 
in  the  name  of  those  who  are  now  the  supporters  of 
your  principles  and  policy,  and  with  every  assu- 
rance of  individual  regard,  we  render  you  our  cor- 
dial welcome  to  your  native  state. 

To  which  the  president  replied: 

Gentlemen:  I am  deeply  and  gratefully  affect- 
ed by  thi3  cordial  reception  or.  the  part  of  my  de- 
mocratic fellow  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York.  Long,  very  long,  the  recipient  of  their 
favor,  and  thoroughly  impressed  with  a conviction 
of  their  unvarying  patriotism,  I can  never  be  in- 
sensible to  their  good  opinion.  It  is,  therefore, 
with  the  liveliest  satisfaction  that  I learn  from  you 
that  my  official  conduct,  as  president  of  the  United 
States,  has  met  the  approbation  of  those  in  whose 
behalf  you  have  addressed  me.  I estimate  that  ap- 
proval the  more  highly  from  a belief  that  they 
have  not  overrated  either  the  difficulties  of  my  po- 
sition, or  the  importance  of  the  subjects  upon 
which  it  has  been  my  duty  to  act. 

Your  observations  upon  an  important  question 
in  regard  to  our  domestic  policy — that  of  an  inde- 
pendent treasury — shows  a very  mature  and  just 
consideration  of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings;  test- 
ed by  the  principle  which  has  been  opposed  to  it — 
that  of  giving  a temporary  use  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, and  a consequent  control  over  it,  to  private 
corporations  irresponsible  to  the  people — it  may 
well  be  regarded  as  a question  involving  the  nature, 
and  to  some  extent,  the  existence  of  republican 
institutions,  as  well  as  a consideration  of  the  main 
purposes  for  which  our  government  was  establish- 
ed; whether  for  the  safety  of  the  many  or  the  ag- 
grandizement of  the  few — whether  or  not  to  secure 
the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  in  our 
view  the  only  legitimate  object  of  the  institution 
of  government  among  men.  It  is,  to  my  mind, 
certain  that  under  a system  like  ours,  and  in  com- 
munities like  those  which  compose  the  population 
of  these  states,  the  solution  of  the  question  em- 
bracing these  considerations  cannot  long  remain  in 
doubt.  Private  interest  and  individual  efforts  un- 
der mistaken  impressions  as  to  its  tendency,  may 
indeed  obstruct  and  delay,  but  they  cannot  control 
its  final  adjustment.  On  the  contrary',  we  cannot 
be  decieved  in  believing  that  the  period  i3  rapidly 
approaching  when  those  efforts  will  be  discon- 
tinued— when  personal  considerations  will,  un- 
avoidably, be  merged  in  the  general  current  of  pub- 
lic sentiment,  and  when  the  common  interest  in 
this  respect  will  be  placed  on  its  only  true  and  solid 
foundation,  by  the  adoption  of  the  measure  referred 
to  with  the  approbation  of  the  people. 

The  views  which  you  have  taken  of  particular 
points  in  our  foreign  relations,  which  recently  pre- 
sented a very  unfavorable  aspect,  are  conceived  in 
the  same  just  and  enlightened  spirit.  The  long 
contested  question  between  Great  Britain  and  our- 
selves, in  relation  to  the  northeastern  boundary, 
there  is  reason  to  hope,  is  in  a fair  way  for  a speedy 
and  amicable  settlement,  and  the  troubles  on  the 
Canadian  border,  have,  I am  persuaded,  passed 
their  most  dangerous  crisis. 

To  cultivate  a spirit  of  liberal  concession  in  our 
public  relations,  and  at  the  same  time,  to  maintain 
with  every  power  our  national  honor  unimpaired, 
are  properly  regarded  by  you  as  trusts  of  the  high- 
est nature.  Experience  has  shown  that  these  can 
be  best  discharged  by  invariably  demanding  jus- 
tice ourselves,  and  as  invariably  pursuing  the  same 
line  of  conduct  towards  others.  A momentary 
forgetfulness  of  the  latter  and  great  duty  by  a small 
number  of  our  citizens  on  the  northern  frontier,  had 
well  nigh  broken  the  peaceful  relations  of  two 
great  nations,  and  exposed  to  irreparable  injury 
the  dearest  interests  of  millions  of  people,  impelled 
to  the  most  amicable  intercouse  by  the  strong  ties 
of  reciprocal  interests,  a common  origin  and  a com- 
mon language.  The  injurious  consequences  of  a 


war  between  them,  not  only  to  the  particular  inte- 
rests of  each,  but  to  those  also  of  mankind,  could 
not  well  be  exaggerated.  It  may,  indeed,  be  safely 
affirmed,  that  there  are  not  two  other  nations  in  the 
world,  a war  between  whom  would  sever  so  many 
ties,  or  who  are  capable  of  inflicting  upon  each 
other  such  complicated  and  diversified  evils.  Al- 
though these  considerations  have  no  weight,  and 
would  probably  receive  from  neither  more  than  a 
passing  regret  in  respect  to  the  prosecution  of  a 
war  rendered  indispensable  by  a due  regard  to  the 
national  character,  they  could  not  be  contemplated 
without  the  deepest  sorrow  as  the  result  of  a con- 
test brought  upon  the  two  countries  without  ne- 
cessity. 

That  the  steps  which  were  taken  to  preserve  the 
public  faith,  and  to  suppress  disorder  in  that  quar- 
ter produced,  in  the  then  state  of  public  feeling  on 
the  frontier,  dissatisfaction  even  in  persons  enter- 
taining, in  other  respects,  the  most  correct  views, 
did  not  disappoint  me.  Trusting,  however,  to  the 
good  sense  and  ultimate  just  feeling  of  my  coun- 
trymen, I was  persuaded  that  those  unfavorable 
impressions  would  be  of  short  duration,  and  if  I 
had  even  thought  otherwise,  I could  not,  I humbly 
hope,  have  been  deterred  from  the  performance  of 
an  obvious  duty  by  personal  considerations.  All 
well  disposed  persons  now  see  the  matter  in  its 
true  light;  all  feel  that  the  obligations  which  public 
law  imposes  on  civilized  nations,  and  of  which  re- 
publican governments  should  be  most  rigidly  ob- 
servant, were  for  a moment  lost  sight  of,  and  that 
to  an  extent  which,  if  persisted  in,  would  have  ren- 
dered war  inevitable.  It  affords  me  pleasuse  to 
learn  that  the  course  taken  was,  in  your  opinion, 
the  best  that  could,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
moment,  have  been  pursued,  and  that  the  country 
has  been  saved  from  the  calamity,  by  its  adoption. 
The  danger  of  a hostile  collision  arising  from  this 
source  having,  as  I hope,  passed  awTay,  the  asperi- 
ties of  the  moment  in  a great  degree  having  been 
allayed,  and  an  opportunity  for  cool  reflection  af- 
forded, we  may,  I am  sure,  count  with  confidence 
upon  a vigilant  support  by  our  citizens,  ol  those 
great  principles  of  international  justice,  the  main- 
tenance of  which  is  alike  indispensable  to  the  pre- 
servation of  social  order  and  the  peace  of  the 
world.  In  doing  so,  it  does  not  follow  that  we  are 
either  to  surrender  the  right  of  opinion,  to  suppress 
a solicitude  for  the  spread  of  free  government,  or 
to  withhold  our  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  all 
who  are  in  good  faith  laboring  for  their  establish- 
ment. 

Allow  me,  gentlemen,  once  more  to  thank  you 
for  the  highly  gratifying  manner  in  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  welcome  my  return  to  my  native 
state,  after  an  absence  of  unusual  duration,  and  to 
assure  you  that  your  kindness  will  be  long  remem- 
bered. 


MACKENZIE’S  TRIAL. 
judge  Thompson’s  charge. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury. — The  course  which  has 
been  taken  in  this  case  by  the  defendant,  makes  it 
necessary  for  the  court  to  be  more  elaborate  in  its 
charge  to  the  jury  than  il  the  cause  had  been  tried 
in  the  ordinary  mode.  The  defendant  has  resorted 
to  what  was  his  right,  and  defended  his  own  cause. 
Notwithstanding  that,  the  court  would  have  had  the 
right  to  have  confined  him  to  the  same  limits  and 
rules  which  would  have  been  applied,  had  his  cause 
been  managed  by  counsel.  But  they  have  observ- 
ed that  there  was  a good  deal  of  feeling,  and  pro- 
bably many  sympathies  felt  for  the  defendant,  and 
they  therefore  thought  proper  to  give  him  great 
latitude  in  the  defence  of  his  case — that  latitude 
which  would  not  have  been  given  to  legal  counsel. 
But  although  the  court  have  indulged  the  defendant 
in  the  wide  range  of  observation  which  he  has  taken, 
thf_v  feel  bound  to  instruct  you,  gentlemen,  what 
you  should  and  what  you  should  not,  admit  in  evi- 
dence, or  take  into  your  consideration,  in  arriving 
at  a verdict  in  this  case. 

The  observations  which  the  defendant  made, 
should  have  been  confined  to  the  testimony.  But 
instead  of  that,  he  has  gone  into  a detailed  account  of 
the  revolt  in  a neighboring  province,  their  grievances, 
complaints  and  sufferings,  and  has  brought  almost 
every  thing  which  he  could  collect  together,  to 
show  that  that  revolt,  or  whatever  it  may  be  called, 
was  justifiable  and  proper  He  has  also  called 
your  attention  to  various  other  parts  of  the  world — 
to  Texas,  South  America,  Greece,  &c. — to  show 
that  what  he  has  done,  has  been  done  by  others, 
with  impunity  and  approval.  But  admitting  all  this, 
that  there  is  oppression  in  Canada,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple of  that  province  are  justifiable  in  any  attempt 
which  they  may  make  to  free  themselves  from  such 
oppression — it  has  no  bearing  upon  the  question 
which  you  are  to  try.  Nor  does  it  make  any  differ- 
ence with  you,  or  in  this  case,  although  this  defen- 


dant may  have  placed  himself  in  a like  position  with 
the  patriots  of  other  countries.  In  regard  to  his 
zeal  merely  for  the  freedom  of  the  Canadas,  while 
there,  or  even  here,  we  have  no  right  to  complain, 
nor  do  our  laws  interfere.  No — there  may  be 

strong  feelings  and  sympathies  felt  by  every  one 
who  chooses  to  exercise  such  sympathy  for  the  op- 
pressions, if  you  please  to  call  them  so,  of  the  Cana- 
dians, or  any  other  people,  without  the  violation  of 
any  law.  And  there  have  been  such  sympathies 
felt.  It  was  natural  that,  with  our  people,  there 
should  be  such  sympathies;  for  we  enjoy  and  ap- 
preciate all  the  benefits  of  free  government.  It  is 
therefore  natural  that  we  should  sympathise  with 
those  who  are  deprived  of  these  blessings,  and  are 
struggling  to  secure  them.  But,  with  the  affairs  of 
the  Canadas,  so  far  as  interference  is  concerned,  we 
have  nothing  to  do.  Those  who  govern  those  pro- 
vinces, may  govern  them  as  they  please,  and  those 
who  live  under  that  government  may  find  what 
fault  they  please.  It  is  a family  quarrel  with  which 
we  have  nothing  to  do.  Any  interference  on  our 
part,  would  be  improper,  and  lead  to  inevitable 
war.  It  was  to  prevent  any  such  interference  in 
the  affairs  of  neighboring  nations  that  the  neutra- 
lity act  was  passed.  We  are  bound,  by  treaty,  to 
other  nations;  and  it  is  a matter  of  justice  as  well 
as  policy,  that  we  should  confine  ourselves  to  our 
own  national  affairs.  If  there  be  ar.y  citizen 
among  us  who  may  wish  to  embark  in  any  attempt 
to  liberate  other  countries,  we  do  not  prevent  him, 
nor  does  the  law.  Every  man  may  shoulder  his 
musket  alone,  expatriate  himself,  and  go  into  the 
service  of  any  body  of  men  or  of  any  nation  he 
pleases.  He  may  embark  in  the  Quixotic  enter- 
prises of  any  part  of  the  world  he  may  choose.  It 
is  his  right,  if  he  pleases  to  exercise  it.  Under  the 
6th  section  of  the  neutrality  act,  nothing  of  this 
kind  is  prohibited.  It  only  prohibits  the  assisting 
in  fitting  out,  or  the  providing  means  for,  or  aiding 
in,  carrying  on  an  expedition  from,  the  U.  Slates 
against  a power  with  which  we  are  at  peace. 

A decision  has  been  alluded  to  by  the  defendant, 
made  by  this  court  in  the  city  of  New  York.  The 
question  was  put  to  the  court,  by  a public  meet- 
ing, whether  it  would  be  a violation  of  the  neu- 
trality act,  to  furnish  supplies,  money  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  to  enable  Texas  to  carry  on  a war 
against  Mexico — a nation  with  which  we  were  at 
peace.  The  answer  was  given,  that  the  mere  meet- 
ing together  of  individuals,  or  the  raising  of  money, 
or  the  collection  of  arms,  to  send  to  Texas,  was  no 
violation  of  this  law;  because  it  contemplates  the 
fitting  out  an  expedition  in  this  country,  and  send- 
ing such  expedition  to  another  country.  The  send- 
ing of  munitions  of  war  to  a band  of  men  gathered 
together  in  another  country,  is  not,  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  an  expedition.  Nor  does  the  law  prohibit  our 
citizens  from  sympalhizing  with  the  oppressed,  nor 
does  it  prevent  the  personally  carrying  to  them  mo- 
ney or  supplies.  Any  person  has  a right  to  do  so. 
To  do  so  is  no  violation  of  the  law.  But  it  is  a 
violation  of  the  law  to  go  farther,  and  to  fit  out  ex- 
peditions from  our  own  country;  and  a violation  of 
treaties  also.  Unless,  therefore,  the  violation  of 
these  laws  and  treaties  is  prevented  by  the  vigilance 
of  the  officers  of  the  government,  and. the  punish- 
ment of  those  guilty  of  their  violation,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  the  country  to  continue  at  peace  with 
other  nations. 

You  are  not,  therefore,  gentlemen,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  internal  condition  of  other  coun- 
tries, in  bringing  in  your  verdict  in  this  case — 
although  I have  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  the  op- 
pressions detailed  here  by  the  defendant  really  ex- 
isted or  do  exist,  and  that  all  the  zeal  which  he  has 
displayed  has  been  the  zeal  of  a patriot;  and  as  far 
as  I have  a right  to  express  my  individual  opinion, 
I might  give  to  the  cause  which  he  advocates  my 
sympathies;  but  you  are  to  try  this  case  by  the  law 
of  congress,  and  if  the  evidence  brings  him  within 
the  law,  you  are  to  bring  him  in  guilty.  But  if 
there  is  any  reasonable  ground  of  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  the  jury,  they  are  to  acquit  him. 

But  theie  is,  gentlemen,  one  remark  which  has 
been  made  here,  and  which  is  often  made,  to  which 
I would  call  your  attention,  and  that  is  the  remark 
that  you  are  the  judges  of  the  law  as  well  as  the 
fact.  But  the  law  gives  you  no  such  power.  It  is 
true,  you  may  assume  the  responsibility  if  you 
please,  and  if  it  be  exercised  by  y'ou,  there  is  no 
remedy.  But  in  exercising  it,  it  is  to  be  apprehend- 
ed that  more  would  depend  upon  the  passions  than 
upon  the  judgment  of  the  jury.  II  is  therefore 
the  duty  of  the  court  to  give  you  their  opinion  of 
the  law,  and  it  is  left  for  you  to  decide  whether  you 
will  accede  to  their  opinion,  or  assume  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  construction  of  the  law  upon  your- 
selves. 

With  these  remarks,  gentlemen,  we  are  prepared 
to  examine  the  question  which  you  are  now  to  try. 


300 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— JULY  6,  1839— RAIL  ROADS. 


The  indictment  which  has  been  found  against  the  . 
defendant  is  based  upon  the  6th  section  of  the  law 
of  1818,  and  which  is  as  follows: — 

§ 6.  That  if  any  person  shall,  within  the  territory 
or  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  begin  or  set  on 
foot,  or  prepare  the  means  for,  any  military  expedi- 
tion or  enterprise,  to  be  carried  on  from  thence 
against  the  territory  or  dominions  of  any  foreign 
prince  or  state,  or  of  any  colony,  district  or  people, 
with  whom  the  United  States  are  [at]  peace,  every 
person,  so  offending,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding 
three  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisoned  not  more 
than  three  years. 

This  law  contemplates  an  expedition  to  be  com- 
menced or  to  be  set  on  foot,  within  the  United  Stales, 
and  to  operate  upon  or  against,  some  power  with 
which  we  are  at  peace.  That  is  the  general  object  of 
this  section.  The  district  attorney  has,  therefore, 
laid  the  charge  which  he  has  brought  against  the 
defendant  in  different  ways  in  the  indictment;  but 
in  every  count  of  the  indictment,  it  is  affirmed  that 
Canada  is  a province  of  the  British  crown — a nation 
with  which  we  are  at  peace.  It  is  essential,  there- 
fore, to  prove  this  latter  fact;  because  if  there  is  a 
state  of  war  between  the  two  countries,  the  fitting 
out  an  expedition  is  no  violation  of  the  act.  To 
show  that  we  are  now  at  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
the  district  attorney  has  produced  the  treaty  ol'18 15, 
by  which  treaty  peace  was  declared.  In  that  treaty 
Canada  is  recognised  as  one  of  the  British  pro- 
vinces, and  the  boundary  line  between  that  country 
and  this,  in  the  Niagara  river,  is  stated  as  being  be- 
tween Grand  and  Navy  islands.  Therefore,  as  by 
this  treaty,  the  general  government  have  recognised 
Canada  as  belonging  to  the  crown,  this  court  must; 
for  with  the  executive  department  ofthe  general  go- 
vernment rests  the  power  of  recognising  nations. — 
Since  that  treaty  there  has  been  nothing  done  to 
impair  it.  We  must  therefore  now  deem  it  to  be 
still  in  full  force.  There  has  been  no  act  recognised 
which  would  justify  the  opinion  that  a severance 
has  ensued  between  the  Canadas  and  the  crown, 
and  no  authority  quoted.  A lew  opinions  of  men 
have  been  read,  and  the  defendant  has  started  the 
idea  that  the  mal-administration  of  the  government 
by  those  who  hold  the  power  has  released  the  people 
from  all  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  England.  But 
none  ot  these  opinions  can  the  court  recognise.  We 
must  look  at  the  acts  of  the  general  government. — 
It  would  present  a strange  state  of  things  to  the 
world,  if  it  was,  in  all  courts,  left  with  the  jury  to 
decide  whether  this  or  that  province  belonged  to 
this  or  that  nation. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  destruction  of  the 
Caroline,  to  show  that  a war  is  being  carried  on  be- 
tween Canada  and  this  government.  But  we  have 
no  right  to  draw  such  an  inference  from  that  act. — 
That  department  of  our  government  which  is  alone 
empowered  to  declare  war,  or  to  declare  where  war 
exists,  has  made  no  such  proclamation.  Until  there 
is  some  act  on  the  part  of  such  department  of  the 
government,  a jury  has  no  right  to  declare  where 
war  exists,  or  to  determine  what  shall  constitute  war. 

Then,  gentlemen, you  are  to  assume  that  Canada 
is  a province  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  Great  Bri- 
tain is  a nation  with  which  we  are  at  peace.  This 
much  properly  assumed  you  are  to  examine  the  tes- 
timony, and  from  it  to  judge  whether  the  expedi- 
tion which  has  been  brought  to  light,  is  an  expedi- 
tion of  the  character  recognised  by  the  law. 

The  provision  is,  that  if  any  person,  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  shall  begin,  or  set  on 
foot,  or  provide  for,  any  expedition  from  this  coun- 
try, &c.  Now,  gentlemen,  what  is  ihe  fair  con- 
struction to  be  given  to  this  provision  of  law?  It 
has  been  argued  that  the  person  who  oiganizes  the 
expedition,  and  who  is  considered  the  commander 
of  the  expedition,  is  the  only  responsible  person. — 
But  this  is  not  correct.  If  so  be  that  an  individual 
participates  in  the  getting  up  of  an  expedition,  it 
matters  not  whether  he  is  at  the  head  of  such  an  ex- 
pedition or  not.  If  he  is  connected  in  any  way  what- 
ever with  the  expedition — whether  as  an  officer  or 
private,  or  a mere  co-operator — it  is  all  the  same; — 
each  are  equally  culpable.  If  the  defendant,  there- 
fore, has  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  expedition, 
in  question — no  matter  whether  he  carried  a sword 
or  was  in  command  or  not — in  the  eye  of  the  law 
he  is  guilty. 

Then,  gentlemen,  what  has  he  done?  The  first 
we  hear  is,  that,  on  the  12th  of  December,  a meeting 
was  held  at  the  theatre  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  which 
this  defendant  attended  and  addressed.  He  has  en- 
deavored to  excuse  himself  from  any  responsibility 
by  saying  that  he  was  invited  to  address  that  meet- 
ing. But  this  is  a matter  of  no  consequence  what- 
ever. If  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting,  and  what 
followed  were  illegal,  and  the  defendant  was  con- 
senting to,  and  participating  in,  such  proceedings, 
no  matter  how  he  came  there,  he  is  guilty  by  the 


law.  It  is  no  excuse  that  he  was  invited  there,  or 
that  many  others  were  there.  His  guilt  depends 
upon  what  he  has  done  himself,  and  not  what  he 
has  done  by  others,  or  upon  what  others  have  done 
for  themselves.  He  may  complain  that  others  have 
not  been  prosecuted;  but  that  is  no  excuse  for  him. 
If  he  did  any  thing  in  violation  of  this  law,  he  is  re- 
sponsible for  himself;  and  they  for  themselves. 

But,  gentlemen,  there  was  nothing  which  he  did 
in  the  meeting  wrong.  If  he  had  stopped  with  what 
he  said  in  the  meeting,  nothing  would  be  found 
against  him.  The  citizens  of  Buffalo  had  a right  to 
meet,  to  say  and  to  sympathize  as  much  as  they 
pleased.  It  is  not  for  speaking  that  this  defendant 
is  arraigned  here.  It  is  for  his  acts  and  not  for  his 
speeches.  His  speeches  can  only  be  alluded  to  here, 
to  show  the  intent  of  what  followed.  In  his  speech, 
he  alluded  to  the  affairs  of  Canada,  and  the  wants 
of  those  who  were  there  in  arms.  Among  these 
wants  were  enumerated  munitions  of  war.  In  this 
there  was  nothing  wrong.  But  after  the  meeting, 
we  find  him  joining  himself  with  Sutherland,  who 
asked  for  volunteers,  and  begged  men  to  join  him, 
in  the  presence  and  near  by  the  defendant.  Suth- 
erland volunteered  himself  to  carry  out  the  views  of 
the  defendant,  and  goes  out.  There  is  music  at  the 
door,  and  a party  follows  that  music  with  Suther- 
land at  its  head.  It  is  therefore,  gentlemen,  for  you 
to  say  whether  defendant  did  or  did  not,  that  night, 
accompany  Sutherland,  although  there  appears  no- 
thing to  show  that  defendant  was  with  him  until 
next  day  at  Black  Rock. 

Was  there,  at  Black  Rock,  a military  expedition? 
When  the  witnesses  Brace  and  Barton  arrived  there, 
what  did  they  find?  Was  there  a military  expedi- 
tion fitting  out  there?  We  are  told  that  there  was 
the  array  of  a military  force — that  sentinels  were 
stationed,  who  threatened  violence  to  any  person 
who  attempted  to  interfere  with  their  military  ar- 
rangements.— There  was  no  law  which  authorised 
this  array  or  these  threats.  The  array  was  a mili- 
tary one — a preparation  for  a military  movement  of 
some  sort.  Was  the  defendant  there,  countenanc- 
ing this  array?  It  has  been  shown  that  he  ivas  there, 
and  that  he  made  a speech  to  the  people  which  was 
calculated  to  excite  them  to  resistany  attempt  which 
might  be  made  to  take  away  the  arms  held  by  those 
in  military  array.  This,  gentlemen,  seems  to  identify 
the  defendant  with  the  expedition;  and  the  sheritftells 
us,  that  he  was  the  only  one  who  made  any  objec- 
tion to  his  taking  away  the  arms.  This  fact  i3  only 
important  to  show  that  he  was  aiding  in  carrying 
out  the  expedition.  Whether  he  was  one  of  those 
who  started  the  expedition,  or  a leader  in  the  expe- 
dition, does  not  appear,  nor  is  it  material;  for  there 
appears  to  have  been  all  the  regulation  of  officers, 
&c.  which  is  usual  in  military  arrays. 

Then,  gentlemen,  it  appears  that  Sutherland  was 
there — Sutherland  who  had  been  at  the  theatre — 
Sutherland  who  had  aided  in  raising  these  forces, 
and  who  appeared  to  be  the  chief  officer  carrying  on 
the  expedition.  In  what  way  was  the  defendant 
connected  with  him?  The  answer  of  this  question 
depends,  in  part,  upon  the  proclamation  which  has 
been  brought  into  court.  You  are  to  decide  whe- 
ther that  proclamation  has  been  proven  upon  the  de- 
fendant. From  the  testimony  it  appears  that  he 
went  to  a printing  office  in  Buffalo,  and  ordered  one 
thousand  copies  printed — that  the  proof  sheet  was 
sent  to  him  while  he  was  in  Buffalo — that  some 
copies  of  the  paper  were  circulated  in  this  country, 
but  not  by  defendant — that  the  residue  were  sent  to 
Navy  Island— and  that  defendant  there  gave  copies 
to  Smith  and  others.  If  you  have  any  doubt  that 
the  defendant  is  identified  with  this  proclamation, 
he  will,  of  course,  have  the  benefit  of  that  doubt. 
But  for  my  own  part  1 cannot  see  any  ground  to 
doubt.  But  this  proclamation  is  only  important,  be- 
cause it  shows  that  the  defendant  recognises  Suther- 
land and  Van  Rensselaer  as  co-operators,  with  him  in 
the  expedition.  Thus  recognising  these  men,  he 
becomes  identified  with  them.  If  it  is  shown  that 
there  is  a combination,  each  of  those  in  the  combi- 
nation, must  be  held  responsible  for  the  acts  of  all 
his  co-operators.  If  it  is  proven  that  Sutherland 
was  a co-operator  with  defendant,  then  defendant  is 
responsible  for  the  act  of  Sutherland.  That  defen- 
dant did  co-operate  with  Sutherland  is  evident  from 
the  testimony. 

There  is  no  evidence  to  show’,  gentlemen,  that 
Navy  Island  was  occupied  by  an  armed  force  previ- 
ous to  the  military  congregation  at  Black  Rock.  It 
is  therefore  proper  to  suppose  that  this  military  array 
was  the  force  which  first  entered  upon  Navy  Island, 
particularly  as  we  have  no  evidence  that  it  was 
disbanded,  arid  as  we  find  Sutherland,  defendant 
and  others  who  were  at  Black  Rock,  on  the  Is- 
land. 

These,  gentlemen,  are  all  the  points  which  it  will 
be  necessary  for  me  to  notice.  In  deciding  upon 


your  verdict,  you  will  undoubtedly  act  in  view  of 
the  obligation  you  have  taken,  and  the  evidence 
which  has  been  adduced  in  the  case  — You  will  not 
allow  your  feelings  to  warp  your  judgments,  al- 
though those  feelings  may  be  strong  in  favor  of  the 
defendant,  and  the  people  of  Canada  who  are  not 
in  the  enjoyment  of  those  blessings  which  you  deem 
essential  to  the  pefection  of  human  government. 
You  are  not  called  to  decide  according  to  your  sym- 
pathies, but  according  to  the  law.  You  must  not 
say,  by  your  virdict,  that  all  men  may  come  to  this 
country  when  they  please,  and  aid  in  fitting  out  ex- 
peditions against  other  countries  with  which  we  are 
at  peace.  This  is  prohibited  by  the  law.  And  al- 
though this  6th  section  of  the  law  has  not  often  been 
put  in  force,  other  sections  of  the  law  have,  so  that 
it  cannot  be  denominated  a dead  letter.  So  far, 
therefore,  as  this  plea  is  concerned,  the  defendant 
stands  before  you  without  excuse.  If  you  are  satis- 
fied that  the  array  at  Black  Rock,  was  a military 
expedition,  got  up  to  invade  Canada,  you  are  bound, 
by  your  oaths,  to  pronounce  the  defendant  guilty. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  can  discover  any  rea- 
sonable doubt  of  the  character  of  that  expedition, 
or  the  defendant’s  identity  with  it,  then  you  should 
acquit  him.  But  that  doubt  must  be  a doubt  resting 
upon  the  judgment,  and  not  upon  any  collateral 
feeling,  of  the  jury.  If,  in  your  judgment,  you  have 
any  reasonable  doubt  of  the  guilt  of  the  defendant, 
j’ou  must  certainly  acquit  him. 

There  is  one  remark,  gentlemen,  which  has  been 
made  over  and  over  again,  by  the  defendant,  which 
I feel  called  upon  to  notice,  that  is,  as  to  the  conse- 
quences of  a conviction.  He  has  again  and  again 
remarked  that,  if  convicted,  he  must  be  sent  to  the 
states  prison  for  three  years,  and  be  obliged  to  pay 
a fine  of  three  thousand  dollars.  This  may  have 
been  said  from  ignorance,  or  it  may  have  been  said 
to  excite  your  sympathies.  But  with  this  you  have 
no  concern.  It  is  proper,  however,  for  the  court  to 
remark,  that  if  convicted  he  will  not  be  sent  to  Au- 
burn. The  court  have  no  authoritj’  to  send  tiim  to  the 
states’  prison.  His  imprisonment  must  be  in  a county 
jail.  The  court  is  not  authorised  to  send  an  indivi- 
dual to  the  states  prison  unless  the  law  annexes  hard 
labor  to  the  imprisonment.  I only  mention  this,  be- 
cause if  has  been  so  often  reiterated  that,  if  convict- 
ed by  you,  the  defendant  would  necessarily  be  sent 
to  the  Auburn  prison  for  three  years.  The  extent 
of  the  imprisonment  and  the  fine  also,  is  with  the 
court,  and  they  will  exercise  their  judgment  if  your 
verdict  be  against  he  defendant.  You^may  now 
retire. 


RAIL  ROADS. 

From  ihe  Leesburg  ( Va.)  Genius  of  Liberty. 

We  with  pleasure  give  place  to-day  to  the  brief 
history  of  rail  roads  which  will  be  found  in  another 
column.  It  W’a3  drawn  up  by  a very  intelligent 
young  gentleman  of  this  county,  who  has  dovoted 
many  hours  of  careful  study  to  improving  himself 
in  the  science  of  civil  engineering — and  has  recent- 
ly presented  to  Mr.  Geo.  Carter,  the  president  of 
the  Goose  Creek  and  Little  River  Navigation  com- 
pany, a very  handsome  drawing  of  a steam  engine, 
designed  for  propelling  boats  on  canals.  In  the 
construction  of  this  machine  the  principle  is  the 
same  as  those  in  general  use;  but  the  plan  is  diffe- 
rent, being  more  compact  and  may  be  made  from  2 
to  6 horse  power.  The  machinery  is  very  simple 
and  all  attached  to  the  boiler  and  will  require  but 
little  fuel.  It  is  intended  to  work  on  the  stern  of 
the  boat  and  can  with  ease  be  removed  from  one 
boat  to  another — the  wheel  being  placed  in  the 
stern,  causes  but  little  motion  in  the  water  and  thus 
saves  the  banks  of  the  canal  from  injury.  The 
drawing  and  explanations  of  this  machine  are  very 
creditable  to  the  genius  and  industry  of  Mr.  B.  and 
we  doubt  not  but  the  talents  he  is  cultivating  with 
so  much  assiduity  instead  of  wasting  his  leisure  in 
idleness  or  dissipation,  will  in  good  time  be  appre- 
ciated and  amply  rewarded  by  a discerning  public. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  17th  century,  the 
mode  of  conveying  coals  from  the  mine  was,  by 
means  of  carts  and  very  frequently  by  panniers  on 
horseback.  This  was  of  course  attended  with  very 
great  expense  and  inconvenience,  as  very  little  of 
so  heavy  a material  could  be  carried  at  onetime.— 
This  inconvenience  led  to  the  construction  of  a train 
road,  which  consisted  of  parallel  flat  wooden,  rails, 
laid  along  the  ground,  which  had  been  previously 
made  tolerably  level.  Upon  the  roads  were  used 
large  rough  wooden  boxes  upon  wooden  rollers 
made  to  fit  the  rails.  The  advantage  gained  by  this 
contrivance,  was  nearly  treble,  as  one  horse  could 
draw  near  42  cwt.  No  great  improvement  upon 
this  was  made  until  the  middle  ot  the  18th  century 
when  iron  wheels  were  adopted,  in  place  of  wooden 
rol|erg — and  wooden  rails  laid  aside  for  those  of 
cast  irou — these  rails  were  made  with  a flange  to 
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prevent  the  wheel  from  running  off  the  road.  In 
17S9  the  edge  rail  was  introduced,  the  principle  of 
which  has  been  retained  up  to  the  present  time — 
this  consisted  of  a narrow  rail,  elevated  several 
inches  above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  (irmly 
fixed  to  sleepers  or  blocks — this  rail  was  without  a 
flange,  it  being  transferred  to  the  wheels  of  the  wa- 
gons. At  this  period  the  only  power  used  or  indeed 
thought  of,  was  the  horse,  and  whenever  the  decli- 
ty  was  sufficient — the  horse  was  detached  and  the 
wagon  allowed  to  descend  by  its  own  gravity,  by 
this  the  assistance  of  the  horse  became  only  neces- 
sary upon  the  level  portions  of  the  line  and  in  re- 
turning with  the  empty  wagons  to  the  summit  of 
the  plain;  the  railway  was  so  contrived  that  the 
loaded  wagons' should  have  to  descend,  this  made  a 
break  or  check  requisite — which  acted  by  the  pres- 
sure between  the  tore  and  hind  wheels,  and  being 
attached  to  a lever  it  could  be  regulated  by  the  at- 
tendant according  to  the  speed  at  which  he  wished 
the  wagon  to  descend.  It  was,  however,  found  that 
owing  to  the  influence  of  the  atmospheric  changes 
on  the  rails — the  gravitating  force  and  consequent- 
ly the  action  of  the  break  was  very  irregular — and 
accidents  were  continually  occurring,  and  many  of 
them  attended  with  serious  results.  About  this 
time  we  find  the  self-acting  plane,  in  very  general 
use  upon  railways.  The  action  of  this  kind  of 
motive  power  is  gravity,  and  the  object  of  its  thus 
being  brought  into  practical  use,  was  to  regulate 
the  velocity  of  the  descending  train,  by  making  it 
draw  up  the  empty  one;  this  was  done  by  means  of 
a rope  passing  over  a pully  at  the  top  of  the  plane, 
having  its  separate  ends  attached  to  the  two  trains. 
Thus  we  see  that  the  necessary  endeavor  to  remedy 
a serious  disadvantage  gave  an  unsought  for  econo- 
my of  power.  At  length  the  discovery  of  the  ac- 
tive properties  of  steam  led  to  a mighty  revolution 
in  our  estimate  of  power,  and  enterprising  the 
genius  of  Watt  threw  aside  many  obstacles — and  to 
nim  we  are  indebted  for  the  mighty  invention  of 
the  rotary  motion  which  gave  to  the  steam  en- 
gine, its  present  superiority  over  every  other  kind 
of  power. 

The  idea  of  employing  steam  as  a moving  power 
to  wheel  carriages  seems  to  have  been  first  enter- 
tained by  Mr.  Watt  about  the  year  1759.  The  de- 
sign was  however  relinquished  until  the  year  1802, 
when  a patent  was  obtained  expressly  for  the  ap- 
plication of  locomotive  steam  engines  upon  rail- 
ways. This  patent  was  afterwards  acted  upon  at 
Merthyr  Tydvil  in  Wales. 

A want  of  proper  information  on  the  subject  of 
adhesion,  appears  to  have  been  the  chief  obstacle  to 
the  introduction  of  these  engines:  as  it  was  ima- 
gined they  would  be  powerless  upon  a level  or  as- 
cending plain. 

When  two  smooth  surfaces  subjected  to  pressure 
are  in  contact,  a certain  force  is  requisite  to  cause 
them  to  slide  upon  each  other:  and  this  resistance 
to  motion  is  called  “adhesion”  and  different  sub- 
stances and  indeed  like  substances  under  different 
circumstances,  possess  the  property  in  different  de- 
grees; if,  for  example,  we  take  wrought  iron  wheels 
on  wrought  iron  rails,  we  find  the  surface  of  the 
rails  presenting  a greater  or  less  adhesion,  in  pro- 
portion as  they  are  more  or  less  affected  by  the 
weather — the  adhesion  being  the  greatest,  when 
they  are  most  free  from  extraneous  matter — but 
when  the  rails  are  wet  or  muddy  the  adhesion  is 
then  the  least.  The  greater  the  pressure  upon  the 
surfaces,  the  greater  is  the  force  required  to  give 
them  opposite  motion  or  sliding  force,  it  necessarily 
follows  that  the  two  properties  must  be  coequal, 
hence  the  adhesive  properly  bears  some  proportion 
to  the  weight  or  pressure  applied.  It  is  certain 
that  the  point  of  adhesion  in  a locomotive  engine 
is  the  periphery  of  the  wheels — arid  the  wheels 
form  the  point  of  action,  or  receive  the  action  of 
the  impulsive  force.  If  then  we  suppose  a loco- 
motive engine  of  just  sufficient  power  to  impel  it- 
self at  a given  speed— the  adhesive  property  by 
preventing  the  sliding  motion,  forces  the  wheels 
round  upon  their  axis.  But  if  the  ascent  of  the 
plane  is  great,  the  impulsive  force  is  also  resisted 
by  gravity;  and  if  we  endeavor  to  overcome  that  re- 
sistance by  decreasing  the  speed;  the  wheels  will 
slide  round  upon  the  rails  while  the  body  remains 
stationary.  Experience  has  likewise  proved,  that 
a body  upon  two  wheels  possesses  only  half  the 
amount  of  adhesion  to  one  upon  four  wheels.  Thus 
suppose  an  engine  w ith  wrought  iron  wheels,  upon 
wrought  iron  rails,  weigh  5 ton9,  the  adhesiveness 
would  be,  if  upon  four  wheels  5 cwt.  and  if  upon 
two  wheels  only  2j  cwt. 

because  5 tons=100  cwt. — 8-|-  | 2— ^cwt 

allowing  one-eightieth  the  weight  of  the  machine  to 
each  wheel. 

Many  contrivances  were  adopted  to  procure  a 
progressive  motion  to  the  engine — one  was — a rack 


reaching  the  whole  distance  of  the  rail,  along 
which  toothed  wheels-,  worked  by  the  engine,  tra- 
velled and  thus  produced  a progressive  motion- 
many  other  plans  were  tried — but  each  had  some 
great  disadvantage,  that  prevented  its  general  adop- 
tion— and  it  was  not  until  1815  that  it  was  proved, 
that  the  adhesive  power  of  wheels  was  at  all  times, 
sufficient  to  produce  a progressive  motion  to  the 
engine — with  a train  of  loaded  carriages,  not  only 
upon  a level — but  also  with  a slight  inclination. 

The  first  public  railway  was  opened  between 
Stocton  and  Darlington  in  the  year  1825,  and  in 
1826  the  railway  between  Liverpool  and  Manches- 
ter commenced;  and  in  September  1830  it  was  pub- 
licly opened  in  the  presence  of  thousands  of  spec- 
tators. 

This  railway  is  30  miles  long,  and  is  as  nearly  as 
possible  a level  line,  the  greatest  ascent,  if  we  ex- 
cept the  tunnels  and  one  ascending,  anefone  de- 
scending plane  near  Rainhill — being  about  one  in 
nine  hundred,  and  the  roundest  curve  not  exceed- 
ing, a deviation  of  more  than  one  in  two  hundred 
from  a straight  line. 

This  railway  consists  of  a double  line  of  parallel 
rails — four  feet  eight  inches  apart — one  of  these  is 
used  in  going  and  the  other  in  returning.  The  line 
has  occasional  slidings  to  allow  a free  passage  in 
case  of  any  obstruction  arising  from  the  stoppage 
of  a preceding  train.  Branch  railways  communi- 
cate with  some  of  the  intermediate  towns  lying 
north  and  south  of  the  road. 

The  rails  are  of  rolled  iron  two  inches  broad  and 
one  inch  thick  and  28  feet  long.  These  are  firmly 
fitted  together,  and  placed  upon  cast  iron  chairs  3 
feet  apart — the  chairs  are  supported  on  stone  blocks 
or  sleepers  12  inches  deep,  and  20  inches  square, 
into  each  of  which  two  holes  are  drilled,  and  filled 
up  with  oak  plugs;  to  these  the  chairs  bearing  the 
rail  are  spiked  down.  In  some  places  where  the 
foundation  may  be  expected  to  subside,  oak-sleep- 
ers are  used  instead  of  stone.  Station  houses  are 
kept  at  intervals  of  about  a mile  along  the  road, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  railway  police.  These 
stations  form  also  depots  for  passengers,  from  or 
to  any  of  the  intervening  places.  The  duties  as- 
signed to  the  police  are  to  guard  the  road,  &c.  In 
case  of  any  accident  their  signal  to  the  engineer  is 
by  means  of  a blue  flag,  by  day  and  a swinging 
light  at  night.  \V  hen  a passenger  is  waiting  at  the 
station,  a red  flag  is  hoisted.  In  travelling  in  the 
dark  the  last  carriage  of  every  train  carries  “astern” 
a revolving  lamp,  one  side  of  which  is  red  and  the 
other  is  blue.  As  long  as  the  train  is  in  motion, 
the  red  light  presents  itself  to  whatever  follows — 
but  at  the  instant  of  stopping,  the  blue  light  is  fum- 
ed outward.  The  engineer  of  the  next  train  in- 
stantly see3  the  change,  and  avoids  the  collision,  by 
throwing  off  the  steam. 

The  detail  of  the  whole  of  the  line  would  be  too 
long  for  insertion,  but  if  any  person  wishes  to 
know  further  particulars,  the  writer  of  this  will 
take  great  pleasure  in  giving  him  any  information 
he  may  desire.  B.  H.  B. 

Loudoun  county,  Virginia. 

CHARLOTTESVILLE-MONTICELLO— MR. 
JEFFERSON— UNIVERSITY  OF  VA. 

From  the  Letters  from  a Valetudinarian. 

Charlottesville  contains  about  a thousand  inhabi- 
tants, and  is  the  shire  town  of  Albemarle.  It  seems 
to  be  a great  thoroughfare  for  travellers,  who  pass 
through  it  from  the  four  points  of  the  compass.— 
There  are  three  menlionable  things  which  contri- 
bute to  render  a two  days  visit  agreeable,  that 
might  otherwise  have  been  dull  and  intolerable,  viz: 
a great  number  of  conservatives — a visit  to  Monti- 
cello,  and  a call  at  the  university.  It  seemed  to  us 
that  two-thirds  ot  the  people  living  in  a neighbor- 
hood which  is  distinguished  for  having  longenjoyed 
the  society  of  Jefferson,  of  Madison,  and  of  Mon- 
roe, are  of  that  political  class  denominated  conser- 
vative republicans. 

Monticello,  (pronounced  Montichello,  and  sig- 
nifying “beautiful  mountain,”)  is  in  sight  of  Char- 
lottesville, about  a mile  distant  in  a straight  line, 
but  a mile  and  tPhalf  by  the  road,  which  decends 
into  the  little  valley  of  the  Ravenna  and  then  as- 
cends and  winds  among  the  hills,  and  along  the 
skirts  of  the  mountain  woods.  Monticello  is  ele- 
vated, perhaps  400  or  500  feet,  above  the  little 
stream  that  meanders  at  its  base.  It  seems  to  be 
a secondary  eminence  of  what  is  called  the  south- 
west mountain,  to  which  it  bears  a relation  similar 
to  that  which  the  lesser  haunch  of  the  dromedary’s 
back  bears  to  the  larger  one.  Soon  after  passing 
the  outside  enclosure,  and  approaching  the  summit 
of  the  hill  through  a growth  of  oaks,  we  reach  by 
the  roadside  the  humble  resling  place  of  Thomas 
Jefferson.  Consecrated,  as  it  is,  by  the  choice 
and  arrangement  of  the  “sage”  himself,  we  are  not 
1 disposed  to  question  its  taste.  We  may  wonder, 


however,  that  while  the  remains  of  many  men  of 
less  worth  have  been  honored  by  sculptured  marble 
and  spledid  mausoleums,  all  that  was  mortal  of  the 
authorol  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence 
lies  entombed  in  a rude  and  uninviting  enclosure  of 
a few  yards  square,  without  even  a sod  to  check 
the  drifting  of  its  barren  dust,  and  distinguished  on- 
ly by  a plain,  unsculptured,  mutilated  granite  obe- 
lisk. The  few  rods  of  rough  wall  by  which  it  is 
surrounded  is  crumbling  to  the  level  of  its  parent 
earth;  the  gate  that  once  guarded  the  entrance  is 
swung  from  its  hinges;  the  gnarled  shrub  oak  is 
growing  by  the  wall;  the  dead  leaves  are  gathered 
in  the  sunken  graves;  the  slab  over  the  body  of  Mrs. 
Jefferson  is  mutilated  and  broken,  and  the  whole 
scene  is  one  of  singular  rudeness  and  desolation, 
unrelieved  by  any  visible  testimony  that  the  me- 
mories of  those  who  lay  buried  there,  are  held  in 
more  than  the  ordinary  esteem,  cherished  by  the 
careless  millions  of  the  living  for  the  innumerous 
dead. 

The  area  of  this  little  cemetry  is  but  a few 
square  yards,  and  contains  about  15  graves,  a few 
of  which  are  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  the 
rest  of  some  of  their  friends. 

The  granite  obelisk  over  Mr.  Jefferson’s  remains 
has  been  shamefully  desecrated,  the  corners  having 
been  broken  off  for  the  sake  of  gratifying  the  vani- 
ty of  exhibiting  a relic  from  the  “tomb  of  the  pro- 
phet.” The  piece  of  white  marble  which  has  been 
let  into  the  granite,  and  bearing  the  principal  in- 
scription, has  fallen  out,  and  is  preserved  at  the 
house.  The  inscription,  which  was  prepared  by 
Mr.  Jefferson  before  his  death,  is  as  follows: 

“Here  was  buried 
Thomas  Jefferson, 
author. 

Of  the  Declaration  of 
American  Independence, 
of 

The  Statute  of  Virginia 
For  Religious  Freedom,  and 
FATHER  of  the  University 
of  Virginia.” 

The  word  “father”  seems  to  have  been  dwelt 
upon  with  peculiar  pride  and  emphasis.  Below  is 
this: 

“Born  April  2d, 

1743,  O.  S. 

Died  July  4th,  1826.” 

Immediately  by  the  side  of  the  obelisk  repose  the 
remains  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  wife.  A plain  white 
marble  slab,  much  broken,  lies  upon  the  grave 
bearing  the  following  inscription: 

“To  the  memory  of 
Martha  Jefferson, 
daughter  of  John  Wayles, 

Born  Oct.  19,1748,  O.  S. 

Intermarried  with  Thomas  Jefferson 
Jan.  1,  1772, 
torn  from  him  by  death 
Sept.  6,  1782, 
this  monument  of  his  love 
is  inscribed.” 

Then  follows  a Greek  inscription  from  Homer, 
signifying,  we  believe,  substantially,  that,  it  is  said 
we  go  after  death  to  “Haides”  where  we  meet  those 
we  loved  and  remember  their  faces. 

Near  by,  are  also  buried  two  daughters  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  viz:  Mrs.  Randolph,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Mann  Randolph,  once  governor  of  Virgi- 
nia, and  mother  of  Thomas  J.  Randolph;  and,  Mrs. 
Eppes,  whose  husband  was  formerly  in  congress 
from  this  state.  A grand-daughter  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son the  daughter  of  gov.  Randolph,  is  also  buried 
by  the  side  of  her  grand-parents,  her  grave  beinu- 
distinguished  by  a marble  table  bearing  the  follow- 
ing inscription: 

“Mrs.  A.  C.  Bankhead 
Born  Jan.  23,  1791,— Died  Feb.  11,  1826. 
Mourned,  till  on  earth, 

Meek  piety  cease  to  dwell, 

With  angel  goodness. 

From  thine  heaven  forgive. 

The  sorrowing  heart, 

That  would  still  hold  thee  here.” 

In  another  part  of  the  enclosure,  a marble  slab 
lies  upon  the  grave  of  a lad  who  w'as  drowned  in 
1812.  It  bears  the  following  epitaph: 

“This  slab 

is  placed  over  the  body 
of 

William  Mortimer  Harrison 
by  his  weeping  and  afflicted  parents, 
a monument  of  bereaved  affection 
and  blighted  hope.” 

A few  feet  beyond, 

“Two  whitened  flint-stones  mark  the  feet  and  head/ 
of  “Mrs.  Mary  Stewart.”  To  the  others  who  lie 
here  “in  cold  obstruction,”  “low'  in  the  ground,” 
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there  is  no  tribute  paid;  they  “grovel  in  indistinct 
decay;”  they  are  not  even  distinguished  by 
“A  low  green  hillock,  two  small  gray  stones 
Rising  o’er  the  place  which  hold  their  bones;” 
but  the  winds  and  rains  and  the  equally  rude  feet  of 
strangers  have  scattered  the  little  heaps  of  dust  by 
which  mother  earth,  honoring  them  more  than  the 
living,  once  acknowledged  the  space  they  filled  in 
her  bosom.  * 

Oh  grave! 

“How  powerful  is  thy  silent  eloquence, 

Which  never  flatters!  Thou  instruct’st  the  proud 
That  their  vain  pomp  is  but  an  empty  cloud, 

Slave  to  each  wind.  The  fair,  the  flowers  they  have 
Fresh  in  their  cheek,  are  strewed  upon  a grave. 

Thou  teli’st  the  rich,  their  idol  is  but  earth; 

The  vainly  pleased,  that,  syren-like,  their  mirth 
Betrays  to  mischief;’* 

“Tyrant  o’er  tyrants,”  and  over  empires  “whose 
graves  heave  but  like  the  passing  waves!”  Time, 
only,  despoils  thee  of  thy  trophies — the  loot  passen- 
ger and  the  chariot-wheel  trample  thy  monuments 
unheeded — religion,  only,  robs  thee  of  thy  victory, 
and  tells  thee  that  the  dead  is  not  thy  prisoners. 

Passing  on  from  this  scene,  we  reach,  alter  a few 
rods  lurther  ascent,  the  summit  of  Monticello,  whose 
open  lawn  spreads  before  us  like  a table.  We  pass 
along  a well  beaten  road  under  the  shade  of  a row 
of  mulberries,  by  the  tottering  remains  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson’s workshop,  by  one  of  the  terraces  appropriat- 
ed to  servants,  around  to  the  northeastern  front  of 
the  principal  mansion.  A line,  passing  through 
this  building  and  its  terraces,  would  describe  three 
sides  of  a parallelogram,  the  main  building  occupy - 
the  centre  of  the  longest  line.  The  terraces  are 
used  for  all  the  purposes  usually  answered  by  out- 
buildings, and  each  extremity  is  terminated  by  small 
brick  edifices,  one  serving  for  offices. 

The  main  building  is  a curiosity — a monument 
of  ingenious  extravagance.  It  is  a heterogeneous 
pile  ot  brick  and  mortar,  without  unity  or  unifor- 
mity, upon  which  architecture  seem  to  have  exert- 
ed, if  not  exhausted,  the  versatility  of  her  genius. 
It  has,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  four  fronts:  two 
of  which  lead  to  the  walks  along  the  tops  of  the  ter- 
race; another,  with  a portico,  to  an  open  lawn,  once 
a flower  garden,  and  the  other,  which  is  the  north- 
eastern, and  probably  main  front  by  first  intention, 
introduces  you  to  a shaded  lawn  and  an  interesting 
prospect.  This  northeastern  front  is  endowed  with 
the  larger  and  more  finished  portico,  the  roof  of 
which  sports  a weather-cock,  whose  indications  are 
made  known  upon  a dial  on  the  ceiiing  of  the  por- 
tico, which  may  be  observed  by  the  inmates  with- 
out encountering  the  air.  Directly  over  the  door  is 
the  huge  dial  of  a clock  which  is  fastened  on  the 
wall  inside,  presenting  a face  there  also,  and  an- 
nouncing its  tally  of  the  hours  upon  a gong  which 
may  be  heard,  it  is  said,  two  or  three  miles.  This 
clock  requires  winding  once  a week.  The  door 
over  which  it  rests,  introduces  you  to  a spacious 
ante-rooin,  on  the  rear  side  of  which  is  a gallery  or 
balcony  high  over  the  doors,  employed  once  as  a 
depository  of  curiosities.  To  this  gallery,  and  also 
to  the  clock,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  wont  to  ascend  by 
an  ingenious  ladder,  so  contrived  as  to  close  itself, 
like  the  parralle!  rules  of  a mathematician,  into  a 
single  straight  piece,  thus  making  it  occupy  a small 
space,  and  convenient  for  moving.  The  ponderous 
weights  of  the  clock  could  not  of  course  descend 
perpendicularly  on  account  ot  the  door.  Mr.  Jef- 

rson,  therefore,  extended  the  cords  each  side  to 
the  wall,  where  he  had  painted  in  large  letters,  the 
several  days  of  the  week,  in  such  distances  above 
and  below  each  other  as  would  be  daily  described 
by  the  descent  of  the  weights.  When  the  week  had 
passed,  the  weights  indicated  “Saturday;”  then  the 
clock  was  again  wound  up,  and  the  weights  ran  up 
to  “Sunday,”  and  renewed  their  weekly  downward 
career.  In  one  corner  of  this  ante-rooin  stands  a 
well  executed  bust  of  Voltaire,  just  as  it  was  plac- 
ed there,  we  believe,  by  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  pre- 
sent proprietor  has  also  supplied  several  curiosities. 

Doors  on  the  right  and  left  lead  to  the  opposite 
wings  of  the  building,  and  a glass  door  opposite  the 
front,  opens  into  a fine  “saloon.”  Here  we  behold 
again  the  monuments  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  mechanical 
ingenuity  and  singular  taste.  The  doors  are  large 
glasses  set  in  mahogany  frames,  attached  by  hinge? 
to  each  side,  and  opening  through  their  centres. 
Each  half  opens  and  shuts  with  the  other,  by  means 
of  some  concealed  spring  or  attachment  which 
unites  their  movements.  The  saloon,  or  principal 
room  where  Mr.  Jefferson  was  accustomed  to  re- 
ceive his  guests,  is  an  octagonal  apartment  with 
high  ceiling  and  tesselated  floor,  which  last  is 
literally  of  black  walnut  squares  set  in  frames  of 
white  oak,  and  certainly  of  rich  appearance.  Two 
glass  doors  lead  out  of  this  drawing  room,  one  into 
the  southwestern  portico,  and  the  other  into  a din- 
ing room  in  the  northwestern  wing.  This  dining 


room  is  lighted  by  an  awkward  window  in  the  top 
of  the  house,  and  there  are  several  contrivances  in 
the  wall  to  bring  up  the  vfands  and  wine  from  the 
kitchen  and  cellar.  Adjoining  is  a small  round  tea- 
room, lighted  by  glass  doors,  and  once  decorated 
with  a variety  of  small  statuary.  This  room,  as 
well  as  a hall  adjoining,  leads  to  the  terrace  looking 
towards  Charlottesville,  on  the  angle  of  which  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  accustemed  to  sit  at  twilight,  and  to 
superintend  at  other  times,  with  his  glass,  the 
building  of  the  university  some  two  or  three  miles 
distant.  The  opposite  or  southeastern  wing  has  se- 
veral apartments,  one  of  which  was  occupied  as  a 
bed  room,  another  as  a library,  and  a sort  of  vesti- 
bule looking  to  the  southeastern  terrace  was  used 
as  a mechanical  laboratory.  The  house  appears, 
from  the  outside,  to  be  only  of  one  story — it  is  real- 
ly of  three.  There  are  three  flights  of  stairs  pain- 
fully narrow,  steep  and  dark.  Over  the  drawing 
room,  is  a corresponding  apartment  intended  for 
billiards;  this  game  having  been  prohibited  by  law, 
the  room  was  devoted  to  fiddling  and  dancing,  of 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  seemed  to  be  fond.  The  rooms 
adjoining  are  contracted  and  ill-shapen  dormitories, 
in  which  the  bed- steads  were  supported  by  hooks 
in  the  wall.  These  rooms  are  of  this  uncomforta- 
ble description  in  consequence  of  having  been  ac- 
commodated to  the  various  shapes  and  dips  of  the 
roof,  like  the  crooked  roads  in  Dutch  villages,  which, 
alter  the  houses  are  built  are  accomminodated  to 
each  proprietor.  We  will  venture  to  say  that,  Mr. 
Jefferson  had  no  distinct  conception  of  any  design, 
when  he  commenced  building,  but  enlarged,  added 
and  modified  as  his  ingenuity  contrived,  until  this 
incomprehensible  pile  reached  this  acme  of  its  des- 
tiny in  which  it  stands  at  present,  still  indeed  un- 
finished. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  apart  from  his  distinguished  poli- 
tical character,  which  all  the  world  knows  and 
feels,  and  half  of  it  adores,  was  a remarkable  man. 
He  was  tall,  of  rather  a lean  and  hungry  look,  with 
sharp  features,  freckled  face  and  red  hair.  He  was 
fond  of  music,  and  performed  very  well  on  the 
violin;  fond  of  statuary,  architecture,  mechanics, 
mathematics,  the  languages;  addicted  to  the  study 
of  political  and  natural  philosophy,  and,  with  all, 
a courteous  gentlemen,  an  affectionate  relative,  and 
a benevolent  and  patriotic  citizen. 

We  have  heard  it  said,  that  he  wore  red  “brevi- 
ties.” This  is  not  surprising,  if  it  be  considered 
that  his  hair  was  red,  his  face  was  red,  and  the 
very  soil  on  which  he  lived  was  also  red! 

Monticello  is  worth  climbing,  for  the  sake  of  Hie 
fine  prospect  it  commands.  On  both  sides  you  be- 
hold, beneath  yon,  farm  houses,  fields  of  green  corn 
and  of  yellow  wheat,  pretty  groves,  an  undulating 
surface,  and  streaks  of  the  red  and  grey  soil,  the 
fat  and  lean  of  madam  earth.  The  view  extends  on 
south  until  the  plains  meet  the  horizon,  and  on  the 
north  until  the  lofty  peaks  and  unequal  swells  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  are  lost  in  their  “azure  hue.”  Charlottes- 
ville and  the  university  dot  the  scene  oil  the  west. 

The  present  proprietor  of  Monticello  and  its  200 
acres,  is  capt.  Levy,  of  the  United  States  navy,  a 
gentleman  of  Jewish  descent,  and  a man  of  com- 
petence. Mr.  Jefferson  leaving  his  estate  involv- 
ed, it  was  sold  to  a gentleman  from  whom  captain 
Levy  purchased  it,  as  is  said,  for  $ 2,500 ! We  have 
heard  it  mentioned  that,  Mr.  Jefferson  expended  on 
Monticello  $70,000.  The  buildings  are  conside- 
rably decayed,  and  there  is  very  little  inducement 
to  keep  such  an  establishment  in  complete  repair. 
Capt.  Levy  is  at  sea;  but  we  were  politely  receiv- 
ed and  hospitably  entertained,  although  the  small 
family  had  just  been  afflicted  by  the  death  of  one  of 
its  members — capt.  Levy’s  mother. 

Tt  is  estimated  that  about  1,000  persons  visit  Mon- 
ticello in  the  course  of  each  year. 

Theuniversity  of  Virginia  is  a mile  or  two  west  of 
Charlottesville,  on  the  road  to  the  springs.  Its  plan 
is  unique.  Its  buildings  are  situated  on  three  sides 
of  a grassy  parallelogram,  and  consists  of  a large 
and  prominent  rotunda  at  its  northern  extremity, 
and  of  ten  dwellings  for  professors,  connected  by 
low  colonades,  with  single  rooms  for  students,  ex- 
tending along  on  the  east  and  .west.  From  each 
building,  therefore,  the  front  of  every  other  may  be 
seen,  and  almost  every  one  is  distinguished  by  co- 
lumns of  different  architecture.  There  are  nine 
professors,  one  of  w'hom  is  periodically  chosen 
chairman  of  the  faculty.  To  each  professor  is  as- 
signed distinct  departments,  an  inducement  to  their 
exertion  is  presented  by  their  emoluments  being 
somewhat  dependent  upon  the  number  of  students 
they  attract.  Each  student  is  required  to  graduate 
in  a certain  number  of  branches  before  he  can  re- 
ceive the  degree  of  master  of  arts.  The  stimulus 
to  study  is  very  great — the  requirements  being  al- 
most perfection  in  each  branch.  The  capacities  of 
the  young  men  are  thus  thoroughly  tested,  and 
there  are  many  who  seem  to  be  organically  incapa- 


ble of  reaching  a degree.  Of  a class  of  80  in  one 
branch,  only  nine  received  a diploma.  There  are  at 
present  about  250  students.  The  rotunda  contains  a 
laboratory,  lecture  rooms,  and  a commodious  library 
of  1^000  volums.  The  university  receives  an  an- 
nuity from  the  state  of  $15,000,  and  other  sources 
of  income  increase  its  annual  revenue  to  upwards 
$21,000.  In  most  of  our  American  colleges  a chap- 
ter of  the  Bible  is  read,  and  prayers  are  offered  be- 
fore the  congregated  students,  morning  and  even- 
ing— this  is  not  practised  in  this  university  except 
on  Sundays.  Near  the  university  are,  an  observa- 
tory and  the  former  residence  of  Mr.  Monroe. 

Here  we  will  close  our  tedious  descriptions  for 
the  present.  The  next  attempt  will  be  the  “Let- 
ters of  a Convalescent,”  and  before  the  writer’s  so- 
journ in  the  mountains  is  ended,  he  hopes  to  com- 
mence “the  grateful  notes  of  a well  man.”  The 
next  topics  are,  the  Blue  Ridge — the  Alleghanies, 
and  the  Warm  Springs. 

In  the  mountains,  Va.  July,  1839. 

THE  FIRST  MOTION  IN  CONGRESS  TO  DE- 
CLARE THIS  COUNTRY  INDEPENDENT. 

From  the  Philadelphia  National  Gazette. 

The  anniversary  of  our  national  independence 
suggests  the  propriety  of  recurring  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  declaration  was  introduced  into  the  con- 
gress of  1776.  AVe  have  recently  been  looking  over 
files  ol  colonial  newspapers,  of  one  especially  pub- 
lished in  this  city,  from  1767  to  the  commencement 
of  the  revolution,  and  find  in  them  constant  notes  of 
preparation  for  the  great  issue  which  was  finally  de- 
cided against  the  parent  country.  The  members  of 
the  first  congress,  wise  and  daring  as  they  were, 
were  conscious  of  the  general  opinions  and  spirit, 
which  would  sustain  them  in  a legislative  avowal  of 
the  absolute  freedom  of  the  states.  It  may  be  re- 
membered that  the  first  assembling  of  the  revolu- 
tionary congress  took  place  in  this  city  on  the  5th 
of  September,  1774.  Subsequently,  the  progress 
of  the  war  continued  to  ripen  the  public  mind  and 
feelings  for  a total  separation  from  Great  Britain.  It 
was  not,  however,  until  the  7th  day  of  June,  1776, 
that  any  special  action  w’as  had  for  that  purpose. — 
On  that  day  Richard  Henry  Lee,  a delegate  from 
Virginia,  made  the  following  motion,  which  was  se- 
conded by  John  Adams: 

“ — To  declare  these  United  Colonies  free  and  in- 
dependent states,  that  they  are  absolved  from  all  al- 
legiance to  the  British  crown,  and  that  all  political 
connection  between  them  and  the  state  of  Great 
Britain  is  and  ought  to  be  totally  dissolved;  that  mea- 
sures should  be  immediately  taken  for  procuring  as- 
sistance of  foreign  powers,  and  a confederation  be 
formed  to  bind  the  colonies  more  closely  together.” 

On  the  following  day  the  subject  was  debated, 
and  on  the  1st  of  July,  a committee  consisting  of 
five  delegates,  Messrs.  Jefferson,  Adams,  Franklin, 
R.  Sherman  and  R.  R.  Lawrence  were  selected  by 
ballot  to  draft  a Declaration  of  Independence.  Ac- 
cording to  parliamentary  usage,  Mr.  Lee  would  have 
been  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  but  he  was 
absent  in  Virginia  on  account  of  the  illness  of  a 
member  of  his  family.  Mr.  Jefferson,  however, 
having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  was  selected 
by  the  other  members  of  the  committee  to  act  as 
chairman,  and  the  draft  prepared  by  him  was  first 
read  in  committee.  Some  verbal  alterations  were 
made  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Adams,  and  it  was 
not  thought  necessary  to  read  the  drafts  prepared  by 
the  others. 

The  declaration  thus  prepared  and  amended,  was 
finally  adopted  in  congress  on  the  4th,  and  was  read 
to  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  assem- 
bled in  the  State  House  yard,  from  the  steps  of  the 
building.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  names 
which  are  signed  to  this  charter  of  American  liber- 
ties, were  all  signed  on  the  4th  of  July.  This  is  an 
error,  explained  in  a letter  of  Thomas  McKean,  one 
of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation.  The  delegates  af- 
fixed their  signatures  to  the  engrossed  copy  of  the 
declaration,  now  preserved  in  the  state  department 
at  Washington,  at  different  times;  some  indeed,  se- 
veral months  after  it  had  passed  in  congress  and  was 
published  to  the  world. 

The  house  in  which  Mr.  Jefferson  wrote  the  de- 
claration is  still  standing,  at  the  southw'est  corner  of 
Seventh  and  Market  streets,  and  is  now  occupied  as 
a store  by  the  Messrs.  Gratz.  Mr.  Jefferson  had 
rooms  in  it  as  a lodger,  when  a member  of  the  con- 
gress of  ’76.  The  original  draft  with  the  interlinea- 
tions and  erasures,  is  now  deposited  in  the  hall  of 
the  American  Philosophical  society  in  this  city. 

After  this  little  history,  with  which  we  have  ven- 
tured to  refresh  our  readers’  memories,  we  may  be 
indulged  in  a brief  comment.  The  celebration  of 
the  day  on  which  our  national  independence  was 
first  declared,  is  important  in  its  effects  upon  the  po- 
pular character,  and  especially  upon  the  patriotic 
sentiments  of  the  young.  The  mere  idea  of  na- 
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tional  independence  is  of  minor  moment.  The  time 
has  long  past,  when  the  most  visionary  of  our  ene- 
mies could  imagine  that  any  foreign  government 
would  ever  again  be  ascendant  in  this  country.  We 
feel  the  foundations  of  our  common  rights  to  be  so 
deep,  and  the  superstructure  of  freedom  and  prospe- 
rity so  broad  and  firm,  that  in  the  lapse  of  another 
age  we  may  clearly  foresee  the  United  States,  by 
every  test  of  national  power,  in  advance  of  every 
rival.  But  the  sentiments  which  it  is  truly  import- 
ant to  cherish,  and  most  appropriately  when  cele- 
brating the  liberation  of  our  country,  are  those  of 
political  equality  and  the  indefeasible  rights  of  all 
men,  proclaimed  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  made  the  basis  of  our  democratic  institutions. 
The  list  of  grievances  made  by  our  ancestors  may 
be  no  farther  scanned  than  as  they  involve  the  as- 
sertion of  the  great  principles  of  all  free  govern- 
ments. If  is  the  popular  sovereignty,  the  legitimate 
might  of  intelligence  and  virtue  existing  in  each 
member  of  the  republican  family,  which  should 
ever  be  presented  as  a novel  and  dearly  bought  he- 
ritage; the  greatest  ever  enjoyed  by  any  people,  and 
one  which  the  spirit  of  posterity  requires  at  our 
hands,  in  absolute  purity  and  integrity. 

No  philosophic  student  of  the  history  of  Europe 
for  the  last  sixty  years,  no  observer  of  her  present 
condition,  can  fail  to  perceive  that  the  elements  of 
change,  borne  from  our  shores,  are  rapidly  filling 
her  whole  political  atmosphere. 

On  the  good  sense  of  those,  who  may  influence 
the  conduct  of  the  mass,  will  depend  the  tranquil 
operation  of  the  causes  already  set  in  motion.  Few 
deny  that  ameliorations  of  its  condition  are  necessa- 
ry, and  peaceable  concessions  gradually  made,  will 
on  the  one  hand  abate  no  just  privilege  of  the  few’, 
while  they  will  elevate  a majority  to  the  exercise 
of  higher  civil  rights  and  the  enjoyment  of  greater 
social  comforts.  It  therefore  becomes  a duty  as  well 
to  the  world  as  to  ourselves,  to  perpetuate  the  exam- 
ple now  exhibited  in  the  United  States,  of  a people 
educated,  moral,  industrious  and  prosperous,  under 
a republican  constitution  and  laws  framed  and  ad- 
ministered by  themselves. 

JOHN  ADAMS— GEORGE  III. 

The  account  that  Mr.  Adams  gave,  in  a letter  to 
a friend,  of  his  introduction  to  George  III,  at  the 
court  of  St.  James,  as  the  first  minister  from  the 
rebel  colonies,  is  very  interesting. 

“At  one  o’clock  on  Wednesday,  the  1st  of  June, 
1785,  the  master  of  ceremonies  called  at  my  house, 
and  went  with  me  to  the  secretary  of  state’s  office, 
in  Cleaveland  row,  where  the  marquis  of  Carmar- 
then received  and  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Frazier, 
his  under  secretary,  who  had  been  as  his  lordship 
said,  uninterruptedly  in  that  office  through  all  the 
changes  of  administration  for  thirty  years.  After  a 
short  conversation,  lord  Caermarthen  invited  me  to 
go  with  him  in  his  coach  to  court.  When  we  ar^- 
rived  in  the  antechamber,  the  master  of  ceremonies 
introduced  him,  and  attended  me  while  the  secretary 
of  state  went  to  take  the  commands  of  the  king. — 
While  I stood  in  this  place,  where  it  seems  all  mi- 
nisters stand  upon  such  occasions,  always  attended 
by  the  master  of  ceremonies,  the  room  was  very  full 
of  ministers  of  state,  bishops  and  all  other  sorts  of 
courtiers,  as  well  as  the  next  room,  which  is  the 
king’s  bed  chamber.  You  may  well  suppose  I was 
the  focus  of  all  eyes.  I was  relieved,  however, 
from  the  embarrassment  of  it  by  the  Swedish  and 
Dutch  ministers,  who  came  to  me  and  entertained 
me  with  a very  agreeable  conversation  during  the 
whole  time.  Some  other  gentlemen  whom  I had 
seen  before  carne  to  make  their  compliments  to  me, 
until  the  marquis  of  Csermarthen  returned  and  de- 
sired me  to  go  with  him  to  his  majesty.  I went 
with  his  lordship  through  the  levee  room  into  the 
king’s  closet.  The  door  was  shut,  and  I was  left 
with  his  majesty  and  ttie  secretary  of  state  alone. — 

I made  the  three  reverences:  one  at  the  door, 
another  about  half  way,  and  another  before  the  pre- 
sence,  according  to  the  usages  established  at  this 
and  all  the  northern  courts  of  Europe,  and  then  I 
addressed  myself  to  his  majesty  in  the  following 
words: 

“Sire:  The  United  States  have  appointed  me 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  your  majesty,  and  have 
directed  me  to  deliver  to  your  majesty  this  letter, 
which  contains  the  evidence  of  it.  It  is  in  obedi- 
ence to  their  express  commands  that  I have  the 
honor  to  assure  your  majesty  of  their  unanimous 
disposition  and  desire  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly' 
and  liberal  intercourse  between  your  majesty’s  sub- 
jects and  their  citizens,  and  of  their  best  wishes  for 
your  majesty’s  health  and  happiness,  and  for  that  of 
your  family. 

“ ‘The  appointment  of  a minister  from  the  United 
States  to  your  majesty’s  court  will  form  an  epoch 
in  the  history  of  England  and  America.  I think 
myself  more  fortunate  than  all  my  fellow  citizens, 


in  having  the  distinguished  honor  to  be  the  first  to 
stand  in  your  majesty’s  royal  presence  in  a diplo- 
matic character;  and  I shall  esteem  myself  the  hap- 
piest of  men  if  1 can  be  instrumental  in  recom- 
mending my'  country  more  and  more  to  your  ma- 
jesty’s royal  benevolence,  and  of  restoring  an  entire 
esteem,  confidence  and  affection;  or,  in  better 
words,  ‘the  old  good  nature,  and  the  good  old  hu- 
mor,’ between  people  who,  though  separated  by 
an  ocean  and  under  different  governments,  have  the 
same  language,  a similar  religion,  a kindred  blood. 
I beg  your  majesty’s  permission  to  add,  that  al- 
though I have  sometimes  before  been  instructed  by 
my  country,  it  was  never  in  my  whole  life  in  a 
manner  so  agreeable  to  myself.’ 

“The  king  listened  to  every  word  I said  with  dig- 
nity, it  is  true,  but  with  apparent  emotion. — 
Whether  it  was  my  visible  agitation,  for  I felt  more 
than  I could  express,  that  touched  him,  I cannot 
say;  but  he  was  much  affected,  and  answered  me 
with  more  tremor  than  I had  spoken  with,  and 
said — 

“Sir:  The  circumstances  of  this  audience  are  so 
extraordinary,  the  language  you  have  now  held  is 
so  extremely  proper,  and  the  feelings  you  have  dis- 
covered so  justly  adapted  to  the  occasion,  that  I not 
only  receive  with  pleasure  the  assurance  of  the 
friendly  disposition  of  the  United  States,  but  I am 
glad  the  choice  has  fallen  upon  you  to  be  their  mi- 
nister. I wish  you,  sir,  to  believe,  that  it  may  be 
understood  in  America,  that  I have  done  nothing  in 
the  late  contest  but  what  l thought  myself  indis- 
pensably bound  to  do,  by  the  duty  which  I owed 
my  people.  I will  be  frank  with  you.  I was  the 
last  to  conform  to  the  separation;  but  the  separation 
having  become  inevitable,  I have  always  said,  as  I 
now  say,  that  I would  be  the  first  to  meet  the 
friendship  of  the  United  States  as  an  independent 
power.  The  moment  I see  such  sentiments  and 
language  as  yours  prevail,  and  a disposition  to  give 
this  country  the  preference,  that  moment  I shall  say 
let  the  circumstances  ot  language,  religion  and 
blood  have  their  natural,  full  effect.” 

“I  dare  not  say  that  these  were  the  king’s  pre- 
cise words;  and  it  is  even  possible  that  I may  have 
in  some  particulars,  mistaken  his  meaning;  for  al- 
though his  pronounciation  is  as  distinct  as  I ever 
heard,  he  hesitated  sometimes  between  members  of 
the  same  period.  He  was,  indeed,  much  affected, 
and  I was  not  less  so;  and  therefore  I cannot  be  cer- 
tain that  I was  so  attentive,  heard  so  clearly  and  un- 
derstood so  perfectly,  as  to  be  confident  of  all  his 
words  or  sense.  This  I do  say,  that  the  foregoing  is 
his  majesty’s  meaning,  as  I then  understood  it,  and 
his  own  words,  as  nearly  as  I can  recollect  them. 

“The  king  then  asked  me  whether  I came  last 
from  France,  and,  upon  my  answering  in  the  affir- 
mative, he  put  on  an  air  of  familiarity,  and  smiling, 
or  rather  laughing,  said,  ‘there is  an  opinion  among 
-some  people  that  you  are  not  the  most  attached  of 
all  your  countrymen  to  the  manners  of  France.’  I 
was  surprised  at  this,  because  1 thought  it  an  indis- 
cretion, and  a descent  from  his  dignity.  I was  a 
little  embarrassed;  but,  determined  not  to  deny  the 
truth  on  the  one  hand,  nor  lead  him  to  infer  from 
it  any  attachment  to  England  on  the  other,  I threw 
off' as  much  gravity  as  I could,  and  assumed  an  air 
of  gayety  and  a tone  of  decision,  as  far  as  was  decent, 
and  said,  ‘that  opinion,  sir,  is  not  mistaken;  I must 
avow  to  your  majesty  I have  no  attachment  but  to 
my  own  country.’  The  king  replied  as  quick  as 
lightning,  ‘an  honest  man  will  have  no  other.’ 

“The  king  then  said  a word  or  two  to  the  secreta- 
ry of  state,  which,  being  between  them,  I did  not 
hear,  and  then  turned  round  and  bowed  to  me,  as  is 
customary  with  all  kings  and  princes  when  they 
give  the  signal  to  retire.  I retreated,  stepping 
backwards  as  is  the  etiquette;  and  making  my  last 
reverence  at  the  door  ol  the  chamber,  I went  to  my 
carriage.” 

ON  BRADDOCK’S  DEATH. 

From  the  Baltimore  Chronicle. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Chronicle: 

Seeing  in  your  paper  of  yesterday  morning  an 
article  copied  from  the  National  Intelligencer,  re- 
lating to  the  manner  in  which  general  Braddoclc 
lost  his  life,  anil  as  it  is  at  variance  with  the  gene- 
rally received  opinion  derived  from  official  accounts 
of  the  battle  in  which  he  fell,  I have  thought  that 
the  publication  of  a letter  from  his  aid-de-camp, 
captain  Orine,  in  my  possession,  addressed  to  go- 
vernor Sharpe,  and  bearing  a semi  official  charac- 
ter, might  prove  interesting  to  your  readers,  and 
suggest  a doubt  of  his  having  fallen  by  assassina- 
tion. The  circumstance  of  having  had  five  horses 
shot  under  him  shows  his  situation  perilous  enough 
to  lead  to  the  supposition  that  the  wound  which 
killed  him  was  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy  by  which 
his  little  armv  was  surrounded. 

A.  SUBSCRIBER. 


Fort  Cumberland,  July  18,  1755. 

My  dear  sir:  I am  so  extremely  ill  in  bed  with 
the  wound  I have  received  in  my  thigh,  that  I am 
under  the  necessity  of  employing  my  friend,  capt. 
Dobson,  to  write  for  me. 

I conclude  you  have  had  some  account  of  the 
action  near  the  banks  of  the  Monongahela,  about 
seven  miles  from  the  French  fort;  as  the  reports 
spread  are  very  imperfect,  what  you  have  heard 
must  be  so  too.  You  should  have  had  more  early 
accounts  of  it,  but  every  officer  whose  business  it 
was  to  have  informed  you  was  either  killed  or 
wounded,  and  our  distressful  situation  puts  it  out 
of  our  power  to  attend  to  it  so  much  as  we  would 
otherwise  have  done. 

The  9th  instant  we  passed  and  repassed  the  Mo- 
nongahela by  advancing  first  a party  of  300  men, 
which  was  immediately  followed  by  another  of  200. 
The  general,  with  the  column  of  artillery,  baggage 
and  the  main  body  of  the  arinv,  passed  the  river 
the  last  time  about  one  o’clock.  As  soon  as  the 
whole  had  got  on  the  fort  side  of  the  Monongahela, 
we  heard  a very  heavy  and  quick  fire  in  our  front; 
we  immediately  advanced  in  order  to  sustain  them, 
but  the  detachment  of  the  200  and  300  men  gave 
way  and  fell  back  on  us,  which  caused  such  con- 
fusion and  struck  so  great  a panic  among  our  men, 
that  afterwards  no  military  expedient  could  be 
made  use  of  that  had  any  effect  on  them;  the  men 
were  so  extremely  deaf  to  the  exhortations  of  the 
general  and  the  officers  that  they  fired  away  in  the 
most  irregular  manner  all  their  ammunition,  and 
then  ran  off,  leaving  to  the  enemy  the  artillery, 
ammunition,  provisions  and  baggage;  nor  could 
they  be  persuaded  to  stop  till  they  got  as  far  as 
Guest’s  plantation,  nor  there  only  a part,  many  of 
them  proceeding  as  far  as  colonel  Dunbar’s  party, 
who  lay  six  miles  on  this  side.  The  officers  were 
absolutely  sacrificed  by  their  unparalleled  good  be- 
haviour, advancing  sometimes  in  bodies  and  some- 
times separately,  hoping  by  such  example  to  en- 
gage the  soldiers  to  follow  them,  but  to  no  purpose. 

The  general  had  five  horses  shot  under  him,  and 
at  last  received  a wound  through  his  right  arm  into 
his  lungs,  of  which  he  died  the  18th  instant.  Poor 
Shirley  was  shot  through  the  head,  captain  Morris 
wounded.  Mr.  Washington  had  two  horses  shot 
under  him,  and  his  clothes  shot  through  in  several 
places,  behaving  the  whole  time  with  the  greatest 
courage  and  resolution.  Sir  Peter  Hacket  was 
killed  on  the  spot,  colonel  Burton  and  sir  John  St. 
Clair  wounded,  and  enclosed  I have  sent  you  a list 
of  the  killed  and  w'ounded  according  to  as  exact  an 
account  as  we  are  able  to  get. 

Upon  our  proceeding  with  the  whole  convoy  to 
the  Little  Meadows,  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
advance  in  that  manner;  the  general  therefore  ad- 
vanced with  twelve  hundred  men,  with  the  neces- 
sary artillery,  ammunition  and  provision,  leaving 
the  main  body  of  the  convoy  under  the  command 
of  colonel  Dunbar,  with  orders  to  join  him  as  soon 
as  possible.  In  this  manner  we  proceeded  with 
safety  and  expedition  till  the  fatal  day  I have  just 
related,  and  happy  it  was  that  this  disposition  was 
made;  otherwise  the  whole  must  have  either  starved 
or  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  numbers 
would  have  been  of  no  service  to  us,  and  our  pro- 
vision was  all  lost. 

As  our  number  of  horses  was  so  much  reduced, 
and  those  extremely  weak,  and  many  carriages  be- 
ing wanted  for  the  wounded  men,  occasioned  our 
destroying  the  ammunition  and  superfluous  part  of 
the  provisions  left  in  colonel  Dunbar’s  convoy,  to 
prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

As  the  whole  of  the  artillery  is  lost,  and  the  troops 
are  so  extremely  weakened  by  death,  wounds  and 
sickness,  it  is  judged  impossible  to  make  any  fur- 
ther attempts;  therefore  colonel  Dunbar  is  returning 
to  Fort  Cumberland,  with  every  thing  he  is  able  to 
bring  with  him. 

I propose  remaining  here  until  mv  wound  will 
suffer  me  to  remove  to  Philadelphia;  from  thence  I 
shall  make  all  possible  despatch  to  England. — 
Whatever  commands  you  may  have  for  me  you  will 
do  me  the  favor  to  direct  to  me  here. 

I am,  with  the  greatest  sincerity,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

ROBERT  ORME. 

By  the  particular  disposition  of  the  French  and 
Indians,  it  is  impossible  to  judge  of  the  numbers 
they  had  that  day  in  the  field. 

As  the  general’s  chariot  is  to  be  disposed  of,  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  if  you  would  have  it  again* 
It  has  been  at  this  place  since  our  departure  from 
hence.  If  you  propose  taking  it  again,  I will  send 
it  to  you,  and  bring  the  general’s  coach  back. — 
Captain  Winn’s  compliments  attend  you,  with  Mr. 
Washington’s. 

P.  S.  Writing  to  you  as  a friend,  I flatter  myself 
you  will  excuse  the  hurry  in  which  this  is  written. 

To  the  honorable  governor  Sharpe. 
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Breadstuffs  in  the  went.  At  Cincinnati,  on  the  18th,  ult. 
flour  had  fallen  to  $5  03,  and  but  little  doing.  Wheat 
had  fallen  20  cents  per  bushel,  and  was  then  plenty 
and  dull  at  90  cents,  with  the  expectation  of  a still  fur- 
ther decline.  Although  large  supplies  of  corn  had 
been  received  from  Illinois,  prices  ranged  from  70  to80 
cents,  with  a demand  equal  to  the  receipts — the  distillers 
buying  it  as  fast  as  received  and  sending  it  back  to  Illi- 
nois in  the  shape  of  whiskey. 

The  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser  announces,  un- 
der its  marine  head,  the  arrival  at  that  port  of  the  ship 
Milwaukie,  captain  Dickson,  from  St.  Josephs,  with 
nine  thousand  bushels  wheat  and  eighthundred  barrels 
flour. 

This  (remarks  the  New  York  American)  is  but  a 
foretaste  of  the  riches  of  the  bountiful  and  boundless 
west.  That  vast  granary  is  just  beginning  to  unfold 
itself.  The  fertile  soil  has  just  yielded  itself  to  the  har- 
row and  the  cradle.  Heretofore  Ohio  has  been  requir- 
ed to  furnish  Michigan  with  breadstuffs.  Now,  Michi- 
gan is  not  only  supplied  from  her  own  broad  wheat 
fields,  but  is  sending  vast  surplus  to  New  York. 

Flour  and  wheat.  The  Albany  Journal  states  that 
the  quantity  of  flour  and  wheat  brought  down  the  ca- 
nals and  left  at  the  places  named  below  during  the  first 
two  weeks  in  June,  is  as  follows: 

Barrels  flour.  Bushels  wheat. 

Schenectady,  7,780  1,000 

West  Troy,  14.493  14,380 

Albany,  50,342  1,639 


Total, 


72,615 


17,019 


Harvest.  During  the  ensuing  week,  there  will  be 
a general  commencement  made  of  the  harvest  in  the 
Frederick  and  Middletown  valleys,  and  we  are  happy  to 
say  that  up  to  the  present  time,  nothing  has  occurred,  so 
far  as  we  have  heard,  to  mar  the  fine  prospect  which 
has  heretofore  existed  of  a most  luxuriant  and  full  crop. 
The  golden  fields  have  thus  far  escaped  the  influence 
of  the  mildew  and  the  rust,  (which  the  frequent  rains 
of  late  save  some  occasion  to  fear',  and  also  the  storms 
and  hail,  which  in  some  places  have  proved  so  destruc 
tive,  and  a few  more  dayp  of  propitious  weather,  it  is 
hoped,  will  enable  the  husbandmen  hartily  to  rejoice 
over  their  well  filled  garners,  and  heaped  storehouses, 
and  to  celebrate  such  another  “harvest  home’’  as  has 
not  taken  place  for  many  years.  Let  them  gratefully 
return  thanks  to  him  who  has  declared  that,  while  the 
earth  remaineth,  the  seed  time  and  the  harvest  shall  not 
cease.  [Frederick  (Md.)  Herald. 

The  Trenton  encampment  continues  to  be  visited  by 
the  citizens  of  neighboring  towns  and  states  in  great 
numbers.  The  United  States  Gazette  states  that  on 
Saturday  last  the  United  States  troops  at  the  camp  pa- 
raded together,  and  were  reviewed  by  general  Eustis, 
who  is  now  in  command  at  the  encampment. — This 
is  the  first  time  that  all  the  different  arms  have  been 
brought  to  act  together,  light  infantry,  dragoons  and 
artillery.  The  whole  force  consisted  of  about  seven 
hundred  men,  and  their  appearance  wyas  quite  martial 
and  imposing.  It  is  understood  that  major  general 
Scott  will  assume  the  command  about  the  middle  of 
August. 

Bad  economy.  The  engineers  on  the  central  line  of 
rail  road,  in  Michigan,  have  all  thrown  up  their  employ 
— owing  to  the  reduction  of  compensation.  The  De- 
troit Advertiser  says,  very  justly,  that  “scientific  engi- 
neers cannot  be  employed  at  $800  per  annum,  while 
an  unscientific  engineer,  by  a single  mistake,  may  cost 
the  state  its  thousands.’’ 

A loud  signature.  Most  of  our  readers  will  recollect 
Paddy’s  reason  for  writing  so  large  that  a sheet  of  pa- 
per would  contain  but  a few  words,  viz:  That  he 
was  “writing  a loud  letter ” to  his  grandmother  who  was 
deaf.  We  are  reminded  of  it  by  the  following  passage 
in  a late  letter  of  the  Boston  Post’s  English  correspon- 
dent. After  stating  that  he  had  seen  the  death  warrant 
of  Charles  I,  he  proceeds  to  describe  it  thus: 

“It  is  much  worn,  and  has  quite  an  antique  appear- 
ance. The  signatures  of  all  the  regicide  judges  are  on 
it,  with  their  seais  attached.  Cromwell’s  is  the  third  on 
the  list.  It  is  about  twelve  inches  in  length  and  eighteen 
or  twenty  in  width.'’' 

This,  we  think,  may  well  be  pronounced  a loud  sig- 
nature; and  it  appears  to  have  the  somewhat  rare  pro- 
perty of  being  broader  than  it  is  long. 

[Argus  Revived. 

Consul.  The  president  has  officially  recognized 
Albert  Schumacher  as  “consul  of  the  free  and  Han- 
seatic town  of  Bremen,  for  the  port  of  Baltimore.” 

The  army  worm  is  committing  great  havoc  in  some 
sections  of  Illinois. 

A constitution  and  state  government  lost  for  the  want 
of  eleven  votes.  The  Tallahassee  Star  of  the  19th  ult. 
states  that  the  official  returns  from  the  Alachua  terri- 
tory are  received,  and  that  the  new  plan  of  a constitu- 
tion for  the  state  of  Florida  has  been  rejected  by  eleven 
Votes. 

Diminution  of  caVle  in  Vermont.  By  a report  made 
to  the  legislature  of  Vermont,  it  appears  that  there  was 
a great  diminution  of  the  number  of  cattle  in  that  state, 
anff  a corresponding  increase  of  sheep,  between  the 
years  1832  and  1837.  The  diminution  of  yokes  of  oxen 
in  the  five  years  between  the  two  periods  mentioned, 
was  13,000;  of  cows  13,000;  and  of  two  year  old  cattle 


15,000.  The  increase  of  shesp,  in  the  same  time,  was 
1 one  million. 

Silk  in  Tennessee.  A gentleman  in  Nashville  has 
raised  from  half  an  ounce  of  eggs  which  cost  $15  twen- 
ty-seven pounds  of  fine  cocoons,  after  selling  one  quar- 
ter of  the  worms  for  $150.  The  market  is  now  well 
stocked  with  eggs. 

Expensive  exercise.  The  sum  of  £70,000  has  been 
voted  by  parliament  for  the  erection  of  stables,  at 
Windsor  palace.  It  was  moved  to  reduce  the  sum  to 
£50,000,  but  did  not  succeed.  The  reason  assigned 
for  asking  this  large  grant  of  money,  was,  that  it  was 
required  to  provide  a riding  house  at  Windsor,  frequent 
exercise  on  horseback  being  necessary  for  her  ma- 
jesty’s health. 

The  town  of  Quincy,  in  Illinois,  has  only  been  estab- 
lished some  half  dozen  years,  and  yet  has  a large  and 
rapidly  increasing  population.  It  was  principally  set- 
tled by  New  England  men,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  Til- 
son  has  put  up  a splendid  hotel,  which  cost  $100,000. 

Crops  in  Texas.  The  Houston  Telegraph  says:  “All 
accounts  from  the  country  continue  to  be  of  a most 
cheering  nature  in  regard  to  the  coming  crops.  The 
seasonable  rains  which  we  had  last  week  makes  every 
thing  look  encouraging.  The  corn  looks  better  than  at 
any  previous  year.  ’ 

Wheat  andflour.  The  Albany  Argus  says  that  the 
wheat  and  flour  arrived  at  the  Hudson  river  in  this 
and  the  preceding  year  during  the  week  ending  the 
30th  June,  is  as  follows: 

Bush,  wheat.  Bbls.  flour. 

1833,  21,217  39,506 

1839,  10,105  29,330 

Showing  a falling  off  of  11,112  and  10,176 

being  together  equal  to  a falling  off  of  12,402  barrels  of 
flour. 

The  total  arrivals  at  the  Hudson  river  in  this  and  the 
preceding  year,  up  to  the  1st  July,  is  as  follows,  viz: 
1338  295,613  bbls. 

1839  292,440  “ 

Showing  a falling  off  of  3,173  bbls. 

in  the  arrival  at  the  Hudson  river,  notwithstanding 
there  was  up  to  the  14th  June,  an  increase  of  58,527 
barrels  in  the  quantity  of  wheat  and  flour  coming  in 
at  Buffalo  from  Ohio,  Michigan  and  Illinois  over  the 
former. 

Richmond  flour  inspection.  The  Whig  of  Tuesday 
says:  “We  learn  from  the  inspector  that  the  extraor- 
dinary number  of  239,149  barrels  and  hall  barrels  of 
all  qualities  were  inspected  during  the  year  ending  30th 
of  June  last.  This  is  the  largest  number  inspected  for 
many  years,  and  we  believe  has  only  been  once  ex- 
ceeded.’’ 

The  Catholics  of  Illinois  are  erecting;  two  churches, 
one  at  Julet,  Will  county,  the  other  at  Prairie  du  Ro- 
cher,  near  Kaskaskia.  The  Catholic  missionaries  first 
periled  their  lives  in  exploring,  for  the  sake  of  their  re- 
ligion, all  that  vast  country  beyond  the  Alleghanies, 
and  on  the  lake  shores  and  head  waters  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, long  before  the  cupidity  of  gold  hunting  ad- 
venturers, had  courage  to  penetrate  among  the  hordes 
of  savages  from  whom  the  Jesuit  priests  suffered  death 
and  torture.  [New  York  Star., 

Benefits  of  speculation.  The  Long  Island  Star  says 
of  the  agricultural  resources  of  Long  Island,  “that  the 
vast  amount  of  unimproved  land  on  Long  Island, 
might  very  well  excite  the  surprise  of  any  person  who 
knows  the  very  high  price  of  all  kinds  of  agricultural 
productions  in  our  market.  Brooklyn  alone  has  3,394 
acres  lying  without  improvement,  and  Kings  county, 
which  in  no  part  exceeds  8 or  9 miles  from- N.  York, 
has  24,394  acres  of  uncultivated  land.  Speculation  is 
put  down  as  the  principle  cause  of  this  fact. 

Strawberries.  One  day,  or  rather  night,  of  last  week, 
seventy-eight  one  and  two  horse  wagons,  loaded  with 
strawberries,  came  from  the  country  round  Hacken- 
sack and  the  English  neighborhood  down  the  Wee- 
hawken  hill,  to  the  Hoboken  ferry.  Some  of  the  wa- 
gons had  over  700  baskets,  and  came  a distance  of 
twenty-three  miles.  Three  times  a week  during  the 
strawberry  season,  they  leave  home  in  the  evening 
and  ate  at  the  ferry  by  sunrise.  One  man  has  raised 
this  year,  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars’  worth  of 
strawberries  from  one  acre  of  ground. 

[New  York  Jour,  of  Commerce. 

The  drought  and  the  heat  in  the  sou’ll.  Milledgeville, 
Geo.  June  18.  The  heatduring  the  last  week  has  been 
exceedingly  oppressive.  The  thermometer  ranging 
between  93  and  93.  The  surrounding  country  too,  as 
well  as  our  citv,  is  suffering  under  a drought  of  several 
weeks.  In  the  city,  garden  vegetables  are  literally 
parched  and  dried  up,  and  in  the  surrounding  country, 
the  corn  is  almost  in  the  same  situation;  and  yet  there 
are  no  prospects  of  rain.  We  understand  that  some 
fen  or  twelve  miles  north  of  this  place,  on  Friday  night 
last,  there  was  a severe  hail  storm,  which,  like  the  one 
that  fell  in  ihe  same  direction  a few  weeks  past,  has 
done  a great  deai  of  damage.  Without  there  is  an 
early  rain,  the  planters  in  this  vicinity  will  lose  their 
crop  of  corn,  and  the  cotton  will  be  materially  injured. 

Tallahassee , June  15.  The  weather  in  this  section 
is  excessively  dry.  In  fact,  throughout  Middle  Florida, 
so  great  a drought  has  not  been  experienced  for  seve- 
ral years.  In  many  sections  not  half  a crop  will  be 


made,  and  unless  we  have  rain  in  a day  or  two,  the 
corn  will  be  entirely  ruined.  Many  of  our  planters 
will  not  make  their  bread.  The  cotton  crop  generally 
looks  well,  although,  if  the  drought  continues,  it  must 
soon  feel  the  effects  of  the  dry  weather  and  hot  sun- 
On  some  plantations,  we  learn  it  is  even  difficult  to 
obtain  sufficient  water  for  horses  and  cattle. 

Adams  county  (Pa.)  election.  Mr.  Steven’s  majority 
over  McDivit,  according  to  the  official  returns,  is  465. 
For  Stevens,  1,561,  for  McDivit,  1,096. 

Dreadful  hail  storm.  A letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  H. 
Daniel,  in  the  Petersburg  Intelligencer,  gives  an  ac- 
count of  a most  destructive  hail  storm  which  passed 
over  the  southwestern  part  of  Prince  George  and  a 

fortion  of  Sussex  county,  on  Friday  evening  the  21st  ult. 
t seems  the  crops  of  corn  and  wheat  within  its  range" 
were  entirely  destroyed.  Mr.  D.  says: 

“This  evening  I saw  in  Mr.  Gee’s  lane  large'  quan- 
tities of  hail,  some  of  which  were  more  than  an  inch 
in  diameter,  and  that  too,  after  having  laid  unprotected 
by  any  shade  for  about  27  hours.  In  another  place, 
where  it  was  protected  from  the  sun,  a gentleman  of 
undoubted  veracity  informed  me  it  was  lying  then  on 
the  ground  six  inches  deep.  The  cloud  commenced 
rising  in  the  northwest  a little  after  three  o’clock,  low- 
ering in  its  appearance  and  portentious  of  damage.  It 
soon  came  over,  and  the  wind  blew,  the  rained  poured, 
the  hail  rattled,  as  if  the  ‘rage  and  war  of  elements’ 
was  at  its  height.  An  old  gentleman  of  the  highest  re- 
spectability, who  numbers  75,  informed  me  that  he  had 
never  before  witnessed  such  violent  weather’’ 

A correspondent  of  the  Alton,  (Til.)  Telegraph,  gives 
the  following  account  of  a hail  storm.  “In  the  after- 
noon of  Saturday,  the  25th  ult.  the  village  of  New 
Greenfield  and  the  vicinity  were  visited  by  a hail  storm 
of  the  most  appalling  character.  The  reader  will  hard- 
ly believe  that,  such  was  the  extraordinary  size  of  the 
hail  stones,  which  fell  on  that  occasion,  that  six  of  them 

weighed  no  less  than  seven  pounds  three  ounces that 

many  of  them  were  at  least  double  the  size  of  goose 
eggs;  and  that  one  actually  measured  seventeen  inches 
in  circumferencei  Pigs,  sheep  and  other  animals  were 
killed  by  the  enormous  missiles,  and  a woman,  who 
happened  to  he  out  of  door  at  the  time,  was  seriously 
injured  by  one  of  them,  but  is  on  the  recovery.’’  The 
editor  of  the  Telegraph  has  full  belief  in  the  account, 
and  says  he  knows  his  informant  to  be  a man  of  strict 
veracity. 

Newfoundland.  The  editor  of  the  New  York  Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer  has  received  the  speech  of  the  lieu- 
tenant governor  of  this  island,  to  the  legislature  at  its 
recent  commencement  of  its  session.  From  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  which  it  contains,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
the  British  government  is  determined  to  establish  a 
steam  communication  with  her  North  American  colo- 
nies. 

“I  am  commanded  to  bring  under  Ihe  consideration 
of  the  legislature  the  intention  of  her  majesty’s  govern- 
ment to  establish  a steam  communication  between  the 
mo'ber  country  and  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  conveyance 
of  t..e  mails  to  and  from  the  British  Nprth  American 
possessions,  with  a view  to  ascertain  in  what  degree 
Newfoundland  can  contribute  to,  or  be  benefitted  by 
such  an  arrangement.  Transcripts  of  the  correspon- 
dence on  this  subject  shall  be  sent  down.” 

Curious  case.  When  Dr.  Theller,  the  patriot,  was 
taken  prisoner  near  Malden,  by  the  British,  he  had 
money  and  a watch  about  him  to  the  value  of  $85.  Of 
this,  according  to  the  practice  of  war,  he  was  of  course 
immediately  robbed  by  the  captors.  Dr.  Reynolds,  of 
Malden,  was  one  of  the  capturing  party,  and  he  hap- 
pening to  be  in  Detroit,  was  arrested  at  the  suit  of 
Theller,  for  the  debt.  The  case  has  since  been  tried 
before  a justice  at  Detroit,  and  the  jury  returned  a ver- 
dict in  favor  of  Dr.  Theller,  for  $85  and  costs.  Rey- 
nolds said  he  took  the  properly  by  order  of  his  com- 
manding officer.  It  did  not  appear  in  evidence  that 
there  was  law,  even  in  Great  Britain,  which  refused  to 
respect  the  private  property  of  an  invading  foe,  nor  any 
testimony  that  the  defendant  had  any  commanding 
officer  lo  be  recognised  in  our  courts.  [ Pennsylvanian . 

New  invention-  We  learn  from  a foreign  paper  that 
a surgeon  of  Guernsey,  Mr.  Le  Mesurier,  has  recently 
invented  a new  pump  for  ships  and  mines,  on  a 
principle  infinitely  superior  for  all  practical  purposes, 
to  any  yet  discovered.  In  this  pump,  the  piston  is  dis- 
pensed with,  and  a vaccuum  is  produced  by  means  of 
an  India  rubber  bar  stretched  on  rings.  Some  of  its 
peculiarities  are  the  total  absence  of  friction,  the  im- 
possibility of  getting  choked  by  sand,  wheat,  or  even 
small  stones,  and  a capability  in  a small  sized  one, 
worked  by  one  man,  of  deluging  a hogshead  of  water 
in  a minute  and  a half.  Mr.  Le  Mesurier  has  been 
offered  12,000  pounds  for  the  patent. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette,  that  captain 
Pepin — who,  in  conjunction  with  lieut.  Sharon  bien, 
both  of  the  Russian  naval  engineer  service,  is  visiting 
the  states  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  in  order  to  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  steam  navigation  on 
those  waters — has  reached  that  city  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  duty  confided  to  him.  Among  other  matters 
which  engaged  his  attention  at  Pittsburg  was  the  Unit- 
ed States  snag  boat,  for  the  removal  of  snags  from  the 
rivers,  of  which  he  has  made  a drawing,  with  an  ex- 
pectation that  similar  boats  may  be  found  useful  on  the 
Don  and  Wolga,  and  other  Russian  rivers 
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Military  convention.  Monday,  July  8th,  1839. 
Pursuant  to  public  notice  the  delegates  appointed 
to  meet  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  maturing 
plans  for  erecting  a monument  on  the  battle  ground 
at  North  Point,  met  at  the  City  Hall,  the  following 
companies  represented: 

First  Balt,  light  infantry.  Mechanical  volunteers, 
Independent  blues,  Baltimore  ctiy  guards, 

Junior  artillerists,  Independent  grays, 

Maryland  cadets,  Eutaw  infantry, 

German  guards,  Independent  German 

J unior  guards,  Yeager  guards. 

General  Medart  was  called  to  the  chair  and  Wm. 
Hope,  appointed  secretary. 

On  motion,  a committee  of  one  from  each  compa- 
ny was  appointed  to  nominate  permanent  officers 
for  the  convention,  who  reported  the  following 
which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Brig.  gen.  Medtart,  president. 

Gen.  C.  O’Donnell,  1st  vice  president. 

Col.  Hickman,  2d  do.  do. 

Wm.  Hope,  of  the  cadets,  1 , . 

W.  H.  Shipley,  of  the  Indep’t  blues,  5 secreiane!!- 
Samuel  Jones,  jr.  Eutaws,  treasurer. 

On  motion,  a committee  to  consist  of  the  presi- 
dent, the  two  vice  presidents,  and  one  delegate 
from  each  company  was  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  reporting  to  the  next  meeting,  such  plans  as  they 
may  deem  expedient  to  carry  into  effect  the  object 
of  this  convention.  It  was 

Resolved,  That  all  companies  not  represented,  be 
respectfully  requested  to  appoint  delegates  to  meet 
this  convention. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  the 
City  Hall,  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  16th  inst.  at.  8 
o’clock. 

Navy  department,  July  11,  1339.  The  board 
for  the  examination  of  midshipmen,  convened  at  the 
naval  asylum,  Philadelphia,  on  the  24th  ultimo,  has 
closed  its  proceedings,  a report  of  which  was  re- 
ceived at  the  department,  and  approved  on  the  8th 
instant. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  midshipmen  in  the 
order  in  which  they  passed: 

1 JohnCassin  Henry,  16  A.  G.  Clary, 


2 Wm.  A.  Wayne, 

3 James  S.  Biddle, 

4 C.  R.  P.  Rodgers, 

6 Henry  Cadwalader, 


17  Henry  L.  Chipman, 

18  George  W.  Doty, 

19  George  Wells, 

20  John  S.  Neville, 


6 James  Withers  Read,  21  Peter  U.  Murphey, 

7 Wash’ton  A.  Bartlett,  22  John  B.  Randolph, 

8 Robert  Burts,  23  Johnston  B.  Carter, 

9 Aihert  S.  VV  hittier,  24  Wm.  H.  Adams, 

10  Richard  M.  Tillotson,25  John  Smith  Patterson, 

11  Francis  Winslow,  26  Francis  E.  Baker, 

27  Samuel  Pearce, 

28  Henry  P.  Robertson, 

29  Benjamin  R.  Nichols. 


12  T.  M.  Mix, 

13  J.  C.  Williamson, 

14  Gough  W.  Grant, 

15  C.  Vaualstine, 


Florida.  The  following  from  our  attentive  cor- 
respondent we  received  yesterday,  by  the  steamer 
Charlestsn,  capt.  Love: 

Garey’s  Ferry,  July  3,  1839. 

My  dear  sir:  The  object  lor  which  gen.  Macomb’s 
treaty  was  made,  seems  about  to  be  accomplished. 
The  Indians  have  been  in  large  numbers  to  Fort 
Mellon  and  Fort  King,  and  all  report  their  entire 
willingness  and  determination  to  go  within  the  de- 
signated boundaries,  and  there  remain.  Every 
means  will  be  tried  to  secure  them  the  peaceful 
possession  of  the  alluded  territory;  and  if  nothing 
uncommon  takes  place,  the  wise  ones  say  that  the 
great,  the  everlasting  Florida  war  is  at  length 
closed.  The  people  of  the  United  States,  though, 
aeern  to  place  but  little  confidence  in  the  report. 
They’ve  heard  that  the  “Florida  war  is  at  length 
concluded”  so  often,  that  they  have  become  quite  in- 
credulous; still  I say  all  that  can  with  perfect  safety 
be  said,  “Nous  verrons.”  Doctor  Clark  and  col. 
Davenport  were,  by  the  last  advices,  very  ill  at 
Fort  Fanning;  they  had  drank  from  a well  into 
which  white  lead  had  been  thrown.  Surgeon  Tipler 
has  been  ordered  from  this  post  on  tempory  duty 
to  l ort  Fanning.  I’ve  just  heard  that  col.  Daven- 
port is  recovering,  and  is  now  on  his  way  to  this 
post,  the  head  quarters  of  his  district. 

[Savannah  Georgian. 

A letter  from  Dr.  Byrne,  of  the  anny,  dated  Fort 
King1,  June  13,  observes:  “Lieut.  Ransom  and  my- 
Yol.  VI.— Sjg.  20. 


self,  on  our  way  here  from  Pilatka,  met  four  In- 
dians in  a hammock  about  10  miles  from  the  latter 
place,  and  were  much  gratified  and  somewhat  re 
lieved  on  finding  that  they  behaved  like  gentle 
men.  On  our  way  from  Payne’s  Landing  this  morn 
ing  we  met  two  others,  and  they  also  deported 
themselves  properly,  shaking  hands  with  us,  &c 
There  have  been  altogether  between  three  and 
four  hundred  of  them  at  this  post,  and  there  are 
at  present  about  160  encamped  in  this  vicinity. — 
No  body  here  doubts  that  they  will  comply  with 
gen.  Macomb’s  arrangement.  Tigertail  has  not 
yet  appeared,  but  the  Indians  inform  us  that  he 
will  shortly  come  in.” 

Texas.  A proclamation  of  president  Lamar  ad- 
vises all  civil  and  military  authorities  of  Texas  not 
to  exercise  jurisdiction  within  the  territory  claimed 
by  the  United  States  until  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  two  republics  is  definitively  drawn. 

We  are  gratified  to  announce  the  arrival  in  our 
city  of  Mr.  William  Kennedy,  a gentleman  of  dis- 
tinction and  high  reputation,  both  as  a literary  and 
political  writer.  He  was  attached  to  the  suite  of 
lord  Durham,  and  is  now  on  a tour  of  pleasure  and 
observation  to  our  republic.  Mr.  Kennedy  is  the 
first  Englishman  of  any  celebrity  that  has  been 
among  us,  and  many  advantages  may  be  expected 
from  the  reports  he  may  make  of  our  progress  and 
condition  as  a nation. 

A rencounter  took  place  on  the  25th  ult.  at  Quin- 
tana, between  Wm.  H.  Butler  and  E.  S.  Kirby,  in 
which  the  latter  was  killed  with  a bowie  knife. — 
Butler  surrendered  himself  to  the  civil  authorities. 

Near  Lynchburg,  on  Monday  last,  four  persons 
were  drowned  in  the  bayou.  Their  names  we  have 
been  unable  to  learn,  but  we  understand  that  they 
were  attempting  to  proceed  down  the  bayou  in  an 
overcharged  pirogue,  which  soon  filled  and  hasten- 
ed the  whole  four  to  an  untimely  grave.  The  steam- 
boat Correo  picked  up  one  of  the  bodies,  which  was 
interred  in  this  city. 

A severe  battle  was  fought  on  the  26th  ult.  be- 
tween the  company  of  militia,  consisting  of  about 
35  men,  under  the  command  of  capt.  Bird,  and  a 
large  body  of  Indians.  The  engagement  took  place 
on  Little  River,  about  13  miles  above  Fort  Smith. 
On  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  several  Indians  were 
discovered  by  the  scouts,  and  were  immediately 
pursued  by  the  whole  company.  The  Indians  at 
length  disappeared  in  a thicket,  and  the  company 
on  approaching  it,  found  that  it  was  litterally  filled 
with  Indians,  who  opened  upon  them  a destructive 
fire.  Nothing  daunted,  however,  the}'  fearlessly 
charged  upon  the  enemy,  and  in  a few  moments 
completely  routed  them,  and  gained  possession  of 
the  ground  which  they  had  occupied.  The  Indians 
soon  after  rallied  again,  and  made  repeated  attacks 
upon  them,  but  in  vain.  They  were  repeatedly 
repulsed  with  great  loss.  This  heroic  band  sus- 
tained their  position  for  more  than  two  hours 
against  four  times  their  own  number  of  the  enemy. 
Towards  sunset  the  Indian  chief,  apparently  en- 
raged to  be  thus  held  at  bay  by  a force  so  greatly 
inferior  to  his  own,  collected  all  his  warriors  and 
made  one  desperate  charge,  but  fell  when  he  had 
arrived  within  about  30  steps  at  the  head  of  his 
men,  and  the  remainder  of  the  enemy  seeing  him 
fall,  raised  a hideous  yell  and  fled,  leaving  him  and 
about  forty  of  their  companions  dead  upon  the  field. 

This  victory  will  undoubtedly  be  of  immense 
benefit  to  the  citizens  of  the  frontier  settlements  in 
that  section, .as  these  hordes  of  savages  have  infest- 
ed that  region  for  many  months,  and  have  hitherto 
held  complete  possession  of  the  country.  They 
will  now  be  compelled  to  retire  further  northward, 
and  leave  those  settlers  in  the  undisturbed  posses- 
sion of  their  improvements.  [Houston  paper. 

From  Mexico.  An  arrival  at  New  Orleans 
brings  dates  four  days  later  from  Motamoras.  The 
New  Orleans  papers  publish  a letter  received  at 
the  Merchants’  Exchange,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  extract.  Things  are  not  yet  settled  in  Mexico. 

Another  fight  at  Satillo—  the  federalists  attacked 
that  place  with  about  500  men  under  the  command 
of  gen.  Lemas,  and  after  an  obstinate  engagement 
of  five  hours,  succeed  in  carrying  the  town.  The 
commander  of  the  government  troops  were  shot 
dead,  and  the  report  goes,  that  there  was  an  Ame- 
rican with  general  Lemaa,  who  used  a rifle,  and  has 


the  credit  of  sending  a Texas  visiting  card,  which 
took  him  under  the  eye. 

It  is  also  reported  that  general  Canaliza  has  been 
defeated  in  an  attempt  to  retake  Monterry.  If  the 
report  should  prove  true  of  his  defeat,  Metamoras 
will  fall,  and  Bustamente  will  have  to  leave  Tam- 
pico. It  i3  their  intention  to  march  into  Texas 
next  September,  with  5,000  men;  and  2,000  In- 
dians are  to  join  them.  We  have  an  old  fellow 
here  who  has  returned  from  paying  the  president 
a visit,  (from  Nacogdoches),  and  is  now  on  his  re- 
turn to  keep  note  of  the  times.  Gen.  Santa  Ana 
will  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  have  Busta- 
mente put  out  of  the  way,  consequently  he  will 
push  him  olF  to  Texas;  as  he  well  knows  that  there 
is  but  one  chance  in  a hundred  of  his  ever  return- 
ing. 

Late  from  Gibraltar.  By  the  fast  sailing 
bark  Empress,  capt.  Towmsend,  from  Palermo,  the 
Journal  of  Commerce  has  a Gibraltar  paper  of  June 
6th.  We  annex  a few  extracts.  The  dates  from 
Madrid  by  the  steam  ship  Liverpool  were  to  the  3d. 

Gibraltar,  June  6.  Gen.  Espartero  has  at  length 
published  a detailed  account  of  his  late  operations 
against  Ramales  and  Guardamino,  to  which  is  an- 
nexed a return  of  the  prisoners  taken  from  the  ene- 
my— 318,  including  25  superior  and  other  officers. 
Of  their  killed  or  wounded  the  general  does  not 
speak;  but  states  his  own  loss  at  99  of  the  former, 
and  687  of  the  latter,  besides  54  missing.  Maroto 
swells  it,  in  his  official  report,  to  upwards  of  6,000 
hors  de  combat. 

Although  the  Madrid  papers,  received  on  Mon- 
day, mentioned  a rising  in  favor  of  Don  Carlos  at 
Alcocer,  but  a few  leagues  to  the  south  east  of 
Guadalajara,  we  took  no  notice  of  it;  seeing  that  the 
number  of  the  disaffected  was  represented  as  insig- 
nificant, and  it  was  affirmed  that  they  had  been 
crushed.  To-day  we  find  it  stated,  that  the  example 
of.Alcocer  has  been  followed  in  two  neighboring 
places — Buendia  and  Viller  del  Ladron;  nor  is  it 
added,  as-in  the  first  instance,  that  the  mal-contents 
have  been  put  down.  Far  from  it;  a body  of  3,000 
is  said  to  have  marched  through  the  territory  of  Cu- 
enca on  the  27th,  who,  it  was  suspected,  were  has- 
tening to  support  their  newly  declared  friends. — 
Notwithstanding  Cabrera’s  retreat,  the  w'hole  of  that 
part  ot  the  country  continued  infested  by  bands  at 
the  last  mentioned  date;  and  the  natives  loudly  com- 
plained of  their  being  left  wholly  unprotected  by 
both  the  Central  government  and  the  local  authority. 

Similar  complaints  were  uttered  from  Requena 
at  precisely  the  same  time.  That  district  was  like- 
wise overrun  and  laid  waste  by  some  rebel  detach- 
ments on  the  one  hand,  while  others  were  fortify- 
ing several  points  from  which  they  would  before 
long,  completely  command  all  the  country  round 
Moya,  and  the  Cuenca  mountains,  and  thence  might 
safely  invade  Upper  Mancha  at  will,  even  with  the 
most  inconsiderable  bodies  of  men.  And,  while  all 
this  was  occurring,  a division  of  the  queen’s  troops 
(Aznar’s)  had  come  up;  ascertained,  that  the  ene- 
my were  within  one  day’s  march;  drawn  a quantity 
of  rations  from  the  magazine  in  the  place;  and  in- 
stead of  marching  upon  the  rebels,  had  marched 
back  in  the  direction  of  Liria,  alledging  that  they 
had  no  orders. 

According  to  a report  current  in  Madrid,  general 
Espartero,  having  been  informed  that  Louis  Phil- 
lip p e ’s  commissioner  at  the  head-quarters  was  cor- 
responding with  the  Carlists,  has  ordered  him  to 
withdraw. 

From  Liberia,  Africa.  We  received  through 
the  post  office  last  evening,  a file  of  the  Liberia 
Herald,  for  March,  April  and  May;  they  are,  how- 
ever  but  little  later  than  previous  files  in  our  posses- 
sion, but  contain  some  interesting  items  that  we 
have  not  yet  seen  published  in  this  country.  We 
shall  refer  to  them  hereafter. 

Sume  account  is  given  of  a recent  attack  on  Bas- 
sa,  by  the  natives,  and  the  defence  by  what  is 
termed  the  Americans.  Some  of  the  farms  were 
plundered.  The  farms  attached  to  the  settlement  of 
Edina  are  secured.  This  settlement  has  not  been 
the  scene  of  actual  contest.  Notwithstanding  this 
diawback  upon  the  agricultural  operations  of  the 
year,  the  quantity  of  land  at  present  under  cultiva- 
tion, far  exceeds  that  of  any  former  period — 300 
acres  are  said  to  be  cleared  and  planted,  In  eon- 
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sequence  of  the  destruction  of  farms,  and  the  par- 
tial suspension  of  trade,  a scarcity  of  provisions 
had  prevailed,  but  by  no  means  to  an  alarming  or 
pressing  degree. 

From  the  Monrovia  Herald. 

We  have  heard  with  deep  regret  that  Jenkins  has 
again  raised  the  whoop  of  war. 

Prince,  of  Trade  town,  and  Grando,  of  New  Sess, 
are  preparing  for  war.  Each  is  threatening  the 
other  with  an  invasion  of  his  territory. 

We  have  just  heard,  by  an  arrival  from  Little 
Bassa,  that  the  natives  have  made  one  attack  on  the 
Sinoe  settlement.  Three  Americans  are  reported 
killed,  and  seven  wounded. 

Captain  Murray,  of  the  English  brig , is 

landing  goods  at  Little  Bassa,  and  advancing  the 
price  of  every  article  of  trade  one  hundred  percent. 
Captain  Murray  should  be  officially  informed  of  his 
trespass  on  the  territory  of  this  colony,  and  warned 
to  desist.  The  territory  of  Little  Bassa  is  fairly  and 
honorably  the  property  of  this  colony,  and  he  has  no 
right  to  the  commerce,  unless  under  the  regulations 
established  by  our  commercial  laws. 

News  has  just  arrived,  that  his  excellency,  go- 
vernor Buchanan,  is  just  recovering  from  an  alarm- 
ing illness.  This  accounts  for  the  detention  of  the 
Saluda,  captain  Waters,  who  left  this  fifteen  days 
ago  to  bring  his  excellency  up  to  this  place. 

Died,  in  this  town,  on  the  14th  instant,  after  a se- 
vere illness  ofseven  days,  Joshua  Stewart,  esq.  aged 
60  years.  Mr.  Stewart  was  a native  of  Petersburg, 
Va.  emigrated  to  this  country  in  the  ship  Cyrus  in 
1824,  and  arrived  here  on  the  12th  February.  Mr. 
Stewart  has  successfully  filled  many  important  of- 
fices in  the  colony,  having  been  at  a former  period 
a member  of  the  legislature,  and  for  many  years 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  colony. 

We  were  informed  when  at  Cape  Palmas,  that 
while  the  Emperor,  captain  Lawlin,  was  lying  at 
St.  Andrews  bay,  a plot  was  concocted  among  some 
of  the  seamen  to  seize  the  ship  and  run  off  with  her. 
This  act  of  base  treachery  was  detected  on  the  day 
previously  designated  for  its  perpetration.  The 
captain,  immediately  the  fact  was  communicated  to 
him,  proceeded  a short  distance  down  the  coast, 
where  a number  of  friendly  natives  very  opportune- 
ly coming  on  board,  he  was  enabled  to  secure  the 
villians.  They  are  in  prison  at  Cape  Coast,  to  be 
sent  to  America  for  trial. 

From  the  frontier.  We  regret  that  another 
disgraceful  scene  has  been  enaded  on  the  frontier, 
by  a party  of  refugees  from  Canada.  As  the  affair 
will  most  probably  be  magnified  by  the  Montreal 
papers  into  “another  Yankee  invasion,”  we  give  the 
following  extract  of  a letter  we  have  received  from 
Holland,  Vt.  the  town  on  this  side  adjoining  Barns- 
ton,  L.  C.  the  place  upon  which  the  attack  was 
made. 

“The  party,  which  consisted  from  ten  to  twenty 
men,  all  armed,  arrived  within  half  a mile  of  the 
line  without  being  discovered,  on  Sunday  night  22d 
inst.  Here  they  remained  concealed  in  ibe  woods 
till  Monday  night,  when  after  dark  they  emerged, 
and  came  to  an  opening  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Slo- 
sier,  about  fifty  rods  this  side  the  lines,  and  were 
discovered  by  his  wife  near  his  barn.  One  of  the 
party  followed  the  woman  to  the  house,  and  met  the 
husband,  shook  hands,  and  stated  their  object  to  be, 
to  take  the  fire  arms  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Bur- 
roughs, captain  of  militia  of  Barnston.  Mosier 
remonstrated  against  their  proceeding  further,  and 
told  him,  that  if  his  party  committed  any  excesses 
in  Canada,  he  himself  would  most  probably  be  the 
victim  of  retaliation;  that  he  should  be  ruined,  his 
property  destroyed,  and  buildings  burnt. 

“This  had  no  effect  on  the  gang  which  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Burroughs,  about  three  miles  from  Mo- 
sier’s,  and  commenced  their  attack,  by  demanding  a 
surrender  of  the  arms.  It  was  at  midnight.  The 
demand  was  resisted  by  Mr.  B.  another  man,  and  a 
boy,  all  the  force  that  was  in  the  house  at  the  time, 
except  the  women,  and  not  a musket  loaded,  out  of 
the  twenty  or  thirty  stand  which  this  valiant  band 
had  come  to  capture.  Finding  they  could  not  ob- 
tain the  arms,  without  at  least  the  chance  of  taking 
ball  with  them,  the  party  fled,  after  setting  fire  to 
the  hay  in  the  barn,  leaving  two  dirks,  and  one  of 
their  party,  Switzer,  a prisoner.  This  fellow,  a fit 
companion  for  such  patriots,  had  been  a tenant  in 
our  state  prison.  Switzer  is  the  only  one  who  has 
claim  to  being  an  American  citizen,  if  indeed  he 
has  not  forfeited  this  by  his  residence  in  Canada.  I 
need  not  add  there  is  a strong  feeling  of  indignation 
pervading  in  this  section  among  all  classes,  against 
the  authors  of  this  outrage.” 

[Burlington  Sentinel. 

Upper  Canada.  The  Brookville  Recorder  says 
that  “it  is  jiow  ascertained  that  the  persons  who 
robbed  the  mail  were  three  in  number,  and  not 


twelve  as  first  reported.  Their  names  are  Robert  I 
Smith,  otherwise  Washington  Mills  (one  of  the  sir 
Robert  Peel  pirates),  Decatur  Johnson,  (son  to  the 
celebrated  Bill  Johnson),  and  John  Farrow,  another 
of  the  Peel  gang.” 

The  presidency.  The  Southern  Recorder,  (a 
state  rights  paper  in  Georgia),  announces  the  name 
of  George  M.  Troup  as  a candidate  for  this  station, 
and  says,  in  doing  so,  it  is  in  anticipation  of  gov. 
Troup  being  nominated  by  the  next  legislature  of 
Georgia. 

The  Columbus  (Geo.)  Sentinel  remarks  on  this 
nomination,  that  the  editors  of  the  Recorder  know 
full  well  that  Mr.  Clay  cannot,  in  any  event  get  the 
vote  of  Georgia;  therefore,  the  only  manner  in  which 
he  can  be  served,  if  served  at  all,  is  by  this  ruse, 
which,  if  it  succeeds,  neutralizes  the  state,  other- 
wise it  must  assuredly  go  for  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

The  Charleston  Mercury  (a  Calhoun  paper)  speaks 
of  governor  Troup  as  “the  distinguished  and  noble- 
souled  Georgian,”  but  thinks  he  stands  no  chance 
of  being  elected,  and  that  the  nomination  is  clearly 
playing  into  Mr.  Clay’s  hand.  “If  however,  (says 
the  Mercury),  the  states  rights  party  of  Georgia 
believe  that  there  is  no  manner  of  choice  be- 
tween Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  that  they 
are  equally  bad,  then  they  are  perfectly  justifiable 
in  eschewing  the  contest,  and  using  their  electoral 
vote  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a harmless  compli- 
ment to  a distinguished  fellow  citizen. 

[. American  Sentinel. 

Mr.  Clay.  We  learn  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
this  distinguished  statesman  of  the  west  to  visit,  in 
the  course  of  this  month,  the  lakes,  Niagara  and  Sa- 
ratoga Springs,  which  places,  be  it  remarked,  he  has 
never  yet  seen,  but  which  he  has  long  desired  to 
visit.  It  is  his  intention,  we  understand,  to  avoid 
being  the  occasion  of  any  public  demonstrations,  aud- 
io pass  as  quietly  through  the  country  as  possible. — 
Undoubtedly  his  warm-hearted  friends  will  be  de- 
sirous of  doing  him  honor;  but  if  they  consult  his 
wishes,  they  will  not  press  him  to  accept  of  any 
public  demonstration  of  their  confidence  and  esteem, 
however  strong  may  be  their  desire  to  manifest  their 
feelings  towards  him.  [ U. . S.  Gazette. 

Mr.  Webster,  in  consequence  of  his  absence 
from  this  country,  has  authorised  (he  publication  of 
the  following  address: 

To  the  people  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  known  that 
my  name  has  been  presented  to  the  public,  by  a 
meeting  of  members  of  the  legislature  of  the  state, 
as  a candidate  for  the  office  of  president  of  the  U. 
States,  at  the  ensuing  election.  As  it  has  been  ex- 
pected that  a convention  would  be  holden  in  the 
autumn  of  this  year,  composed  of  delegates  from 
the  several  states,  I have  hitherto  thought  proper 
not  to  anticipate,  in  any  way,  the  results  of  that  con- 
vention. But  I am  now  out  of  the  country,  not  to 
return,  probably,  much  earlier  than  the  period  fixed 
for  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  and  do  not 
know  what  events  may  occur,  in  the  meantime, 
wdiich,  if  I were  at  home,  might  demandimmediate 
attention  from  me.  I desire,  morever,  to  act  no 
part,  which  may  tend  to  prevent  a cordial  and  ef- 
fective union  among  those,  whose  object  I trust,  is 
to  maintain,  unimpaired,  the  constitution  of  the 
country,  and  to  uphold  all  its  great  interests,  by  a 
wise,  prudent  and  patriotic  administration  of  the 
government.  These  considerations  have  induced 
me  to  withdraw  my  name  as  a candidate  for  the 
ofiice  of  president,  at  the  next  election. 

Daniel  Webster. 

London,  June  12,  1839. 

The  Philadelphia  National  Gazette,  w'hig  paper, 
in  publishing  this  letter  says: 

“It  must  be  observed  that  Mr.  Webster  is  silent 
respecting  the  vice  presidency,  and  the  inference 
is  fair  that  the  nomination  made  by  the  anti-maso- 
nic convention  of  this  state  is  not  unacceptable.” 

John'C.  Calhoun.  We  have  received  a copy 
of  the  reply  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  to  an  invitation  from 
the  committee  of  arrangements,  to  deliver  the  fourth 
of  July  oration  in  this  city.  [IV.  Y.  New  Era. 

Fort  Hilt,  June  12,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I have  been  honored  by  your  note 
of  the  25th  of  May,  (received  the  9th  instant)  in- 
forming me  that  delegates  of  the  democratic  repub- 
lican party,  from  the  several  wards  of  your  city, 
had  selected  me  to  deliver  the  oration  at  the  ap- 
proaching anniversary  of  independence. 

I acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  honor  of  being 
selected  by  so  numerous  and  respectable  a portion 
of  my  fellow  citizens  in  a distant  section  of  the 
union  on  such  an  occasion,  and  am  duly  sensible  of 
the  obligation  which  it  imposes;  but  the  great  dis- 
tance and  my  numerous  and  indispensable  engage- 
ments render  it  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  accept. 


Among  other  grounds  to  which  you  have  alluded, 
you  have  referred  to  the  part  I have  recently  taken 
in  the  senate,  as  one  of  the  causes  of  that  favorable 
opinion  towards  me  which  had  led  to  the  intended 
honor  that  1 am  reluctantly  compelled  to  decline. — 
Permit  me  to  sav,  in  taking  the  position  to  which 
you  refer,  there  were  difficulties  of  the  most  formi- 
dable character  in  the  w7ay,  but  had  they  been  ten- 
fold greater,  they  could  not  have  deterred  me  from 
the  course  I took,  so  imperious  was  the  sense  of 
duty  under  which  I acted.  The  currency  was  no 
new  question  with  me.  For  many  years  it  had 
been  the  subject  of  my  reflection,  and  the  source 
of  deep  solicitude,  and  I had  made  up  my  mind 
when  the  time  arrived,  that  would  force  it  on  the 
attention  of  the  country  and  government,  as  to  the 
part  I would  take  if  then  on  the  stage  of  action. 

The  derangement  to  which  our  country  is  sub- 
jected is  not  accidental.  It  is  inherent  in  the  sys- 
tem itself,  and  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  correct  it, 
will  grow  from  bad  to  worse,  until  some  great  and 
radical  change  is  effected.  In  the  meantime,  the 
community  is  destined  to  pass  through  scenes  of 
difficulty  and  danger  greater  than  any  heretofore 
experienced,  unless  the  people  should  be  timely 
aroused  to  apply  an  efficient  remedy  to  the  grow- 
ing disorders.  1 hold  it  almost  impossible  that  there 
should  be  any  state  of  things  more  corrupting  to 
morals,  more  dangerous  to  free  institutions,  or  more 
paralyzing  to  industry,  than  an  uncertain,  vascil- 
iating  currency,  under  the  control  of  private  cu- 
pidity, such  as  ours  is;  and  I am  amazed,  that  the 
wealthy  capitalists,  whose  property  exists  in  stocks 
and  securities,  are  not  the  first  to  see  it  and  take 
the  alarm.  They  ought  to  see  that  the  gains  from 
the  irregular  working  of  such  a system  must  be  but 
momentary  and  fallacious;  and  must  be  followed 
by  a storm,  if  permitted  to  progress,  which  will 
scattersuch  acquisitions  as  leaves  before  a tornado. 
In  taking  my  stand  against  the  system,  no  partial 
or  local  considerations  governed  me.  I stood  up 
for  what  I honestly  and  sincerely  believed  to  be  the 
morality,  the  freedom  and  prosperity  of  the  country, 
actuated  by  enmity  to  no  class  or  section,  but  be- 
lieving that  I was  acling  the  part  of  a true  friend  of 
all  those  who  for  the  time  were  its  victims. 

Whether  in  this  I was  mistaken,  I am  content  to 
leave  to  time  and  experience  to  decide.  Thus  far 
I have  seen  nothing  to  shake  my  opinion,  but  much 
to  confirm  it,  much  to  animate  me  to  perseverance 
in  the  course  I have  taken,  till  an  effectual  remedy 
is  applied  to  this  among  the  most  dangerous  evils 
that  can  befall  the  country. 

For  the  very  kind  manner  in  which  you  have 
communicated  the  wishes  of  those  you  represent, 
you  will  please  accept  my  sincere  acknowledg- 
ments. I cannot  but  be  highly  gratified  to  learn 
that  many  of  my  old  friends  in  your  great  metro- 
polis have  not  forgotten  me,  and  I do  assure  yon 
that  few  things  would  afford  me  more  pleasure  than 
would  an  opportunity  to  renew  my  acquaintance 
with  them,  as  well  as  to  form  it  with  those  more 
recent  friends  whose  approbation  I have  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  gain,  in  the  trying  scenes  through 
which  I have  more  recently  passed. 

Though  circumstances  will  not  permit  me  to  ac- 
cept the  honor  proffered,  and  to  be  present  at  your 
celebration,  it  will  not  I trust  be  considered  an  in- 
trusion to  offer  the  following  sentiment: 

“Equally,  in  its  broadest  sense,  of  rights  and  pri- 
vileges between  citizen  and  citizen,  pursuit  and 
pursuit,  and  one  portion  of  the  country  and  another, 
the  deep  and  solid  foundation  of  our  political  fabric, 
preserve  that,  and  all  is  safe— destroy  it,  and  the 
whole  would  rush  headlong  to  the  dust.” 

To  Richard  J.  Smith,  Steven  R.  Harris,  and  C.  H. 

Dougherty,  esqrs. 

Messrs.  AVise  and  Pleasants.  We  take  plea- 
sure in  complying  with  the  request  to  publish  the 
following  arrangement  of  a personal  difficulty,  the 
existence  of  which  must  have  been  a source  of  re- 
gret to  the  friends  of  the  parties  involved: 

[Norfolk  Herald. 

Richmond,  June  24,  1839. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Norfolk  Herald: 

Gentlemen:  The  enclosed  paper  gives  the  best 
explanation  of  itself.  As  the  letter  to  which  it  re- 
fers was  published  in  your  paper,  it  has  been  thought 
most  appropriate  by  the  friends  of  Messrs.  Wise  and 
Pleasants,  that  the  paper  now  sent  should  be  pub- 
lished there  also.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to 
publish  it?  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  James  Lyons. 

W e have  seen,  with  great  regret,  the  personal  col- 
lision that  has  occurred  between  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr. 
Pleasants;  and  being  entirely  convinced  from  com- 
munication with  them  both,  that  it  has  grown  out 
of  a misapprehension  on  Mr.  Wise’s  part  of  the 
meaning  of  Mr.  Pleasants  in  an  editorial  article 
published  in  the  Whig  by  him,  we  have  thought  it 
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our  duty  to  interpose  for  the  purpose  of  bringing; 
about  an  adjustment  of  the  difference,  honorable  to 
both  parties;  and  our  mediation  has  been  accepted 
by  them. 

Mr.  Wise,  as  we  know  from  his  own  assurance 
and  as,  indeed,  his  letter  in  the  Norfolk  Herald  on 
the  subject  sufficiently  evinces,  thought  that  the 
editorial  article  in  the  Whig  might  be  intended  as  a 
taunting  and  unfeeling  allusion  to  the  part  which 
he  bore  in  the  duel  between  Mr.  Graves  and  Mr. 
Cilley,  and  it  was  under  the  influence  of  that  belief, 
and  the  excitement  thereby  occasioned,  that  he  ap- 
plied those  personal  and  highly  offensive  remarks 
to  Mr.  Plea3anls,  to  be  found  in  the  Herald;  re- 
marks which,  we  are  sure,  did  not  express  Mr. 
Wise’s  deliberate  opinions  of  Mr.  Pleasants  and  his 
feelings  towards  him. 

Now  we  are  convinced,  both  from  the  article  in 
the  Whig  itself,  and  from  conversation  with  Mr. 
Pleasants,  without  his  being  apprised  of  the  purpose 
with  which  we  sought  it,  that  Mr.  Pleasants,  in 
penning  that  article,  entertained  no  feeling  what- 
ever of  disrespect  or  unkindness  towards  Mr.  Wise, 
and  in  particular,  never  had  a thought  of  making 
any  such  allusion  as  that  supposed;  on  the  contrary , 
he  mean!  only  a rebuke,  and  a sportive  rebuke,  of 
what  he  considered  Mr.  Wise’s  “impracticability” 
on  the  subject  of  the  senatorial  election. 

Mr.  Wi3e  having  used  highly  offensive  and  inju- 
rious language  towards  Mr.  Pleasants,  under  an 
entire  misapprehension  (as  we  take  upon  us  to  as- 
sure him  it  was)  of  Mr.  Pleasants’  meaning — we 
think  he  ought  not  to  hesitate  to  express,  what  we 
do  not  doubt  he  will  feel,  his  regret  for  having  used 
such  language,  and  to  retract  it;  and  that  thereupon 
the  parlies  should  be  restored  to  the  relation  of  mu- 
tual and  cordial  respect  and  good  will  toward  each 
other.  B.  W.  Leigh, 

Robert  Stanard, 
James  Lyons. 

We  have  seen  the  above,  and  very  cheerfully 
adopt  it  as  the  adjustment  of  the  misunderstanding 
that  ha3  arisen  between  us. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

John  H.  Pleasants. 

Vicksburg  Commercial  and  Rail  Road 
bank.  The  following  statement  of  Mr.  R.  M. 
Whitney  will  be  read  with  interest  as  throwing 
some  light  on  the  condition  and  management  of  the 
Commercial  and  Rail  Road  bank  of  Vicksburg;  also 
the  prospects  of  the  fertile  state  of  Mississippi. 

Philadelphia , Jane  28,  1839. 

To  the  publishers  of  the  North  Jhnertcan: 

In  your  paper  of  yesterday,  speaking  of  the  de- 
cline that  took  place  the  day  previous  in  the  price 
ol  the  stock  of  the  Commercial  and  Rail  Road  bank 
of  Vicksburg,  you  say:  “This  heavy  fail  of  over  $'3 
per  share  since  yesterday,  is  attributed  to  a letter 
said  to  be  written  by  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney,  address- 
ed to  the  stockholders,  and  representing  things  in 
a bad  condition.  It  certainly  requires  some  such 
elucidation  to  account  for  so  heavy  a decline  in  one 
day.” 

The  letter  in  question  was  principally  for  the 
purpose  of  repelling  assaults  made  on  me  invidual- 
ly,  in  a letter  addressed  to  Henry  Toland,  esq. 
and  others  signed  by  the  cashier  and  two  of  the 
present  directors  of  the  bank,  which  1 did  not  see 
or  know  of  until  after  my  return  to  this  place  from 
Vicksburg. 

In  the  letter  referred  to  I said  in  conclusion,  I 
deem  it  my  duly  to  state,  that  “the  result  of  all  my 
enquiries  on  the  point  in  which  the  stockholders 
are  most  deeply  interested,  (the  restoration  of  the 
bank  to  a sound  condition,  to  prosperity  and  useful- 
ness), was  this — with  an  entire  change  of  the  pre- 
sent administration  of  the  bank,  and  the  adoption  of 
the  proper  and  necessary  measures,  I was  assured 
by  some  of  those  who  were  well  acquainted  with 
its  affairs,  that  ultimately  the  losses  would  be  very 
inconsiderable;  but  all  agreed  that,  while  the  bank 
remains  in  charge  of  the  present  conductors,  its  af- 
fairs are  getting  and  will  continue  to  get  worse  and 
worse  daily . From  my  own  observations  I should 
be  inclined  to  confirm  their  opinions.”  I added: 

“It  is  hardly  possible  for  a person  who  does  not 
witness  it,  to  form  any  opinion  whatever  approach- 
ing the  reality  of  the  vast  natural  resuperative  facul- 
ties which  the  state  of  Mississippi  possesses.  I ful- 
ly believe  that  three  crops  at  most  will  completely 
disenthral  and  regenerate  it  from  the  present  pecu- 
niary embarrassments.” 

I ask  of  you  the  favor  to  publish  this  in  your  pa- 
per of  to-morrow  morning,  that  there  may  be  no 
misapprehension  on  the  part  of  those  interested,  as 
to  what  I did  say  in  the  letter  to  which  you  have 
referred.  Respectfully,  R.  M.  Whitney. 

Maryland  tobacco  crop  of  1839.  The  cal- 
culations on  such  an  abundant  crop  of  tobacco  go 


generally  made  by  the  planters  in  the  beginning  of 
the  season,  we  are  told  will  not  likely  be  realized. 
Owing  to  the  extreme  forwardness  of  the  planting, 
the  tobacco  will  not  attain  its  ordinary  size,  and 
nearly  two-thirds  of  the  growing  crops  is  now  in 
such  advanced  state  that  it  will  probably  reach  the 
house  by  the  fifteenth  or  twentieth  August.  To- 
bacco we  are  told  i3  a plant  that  will  not  attain 
half  its  proper  growth  if  planted  so  early  as  to  ma- 
ture by  the  fifteenth  or  twentieth  of  August,  its 
growth  during  the  fall  months  of  September  and 
October,  being  nearly  twice  as  great  as  at  any 
other  time.  When  planted  early  it  buttons  early 
and  is  ready  for  topping  when  it  has  attained  but 
half  its  proper  growth,  and  when  that  operation 
takes  place  it  ceases  to  grow  any  more.  The  con- 
sequence will  be  therefore  that  nothing  like  a full 
crop  in  weight  will  be  made  in  this  section  of  the 
country  this  year,  and  this  seems  to  be  the  opinion 
of  many  intelligent  and  respectable  planters  with 
whom  we  have  recently  conversed.  In  addition  to 
this  we  have  been  informed  that  more  than  a usual 
crop  in  quantity  has  not  in  fact  been  planted  this 
year,  as  scarely  an  individual  planter  can  be  found 
who  has  planted  more  than  he  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  planting  for  years  past.  We  mention  this  fact 
to  correct  an  erroneous  rumor  which  seems  to  pre- 
vail among  the  tobacco  merchants  in  Baltimore,  in 
relation  to  the  inordinate  size  of  the  crop  which 
will  likely  be  made  thi3  year;  a result,  by  the  way, 
which  no  human  wisdom  can  at  this  lime  ascertain 
with  such  certainty  as  would  justify  its  proclama- 
tion in  the  newspapers  as  a truth,  and  which,  there- 
fore, could  only  have  been  so  announced  for  the 
purpose  of  affecting  the  present  prices  of  tobacco 
and  reducing  its  value  in  the  market. 

We  are  surprised  that  every  rumor  of  this  sort, 
unfounded  or  not,  should  be  so  eagerly  seized  on 
by  a portion  of  the  press  and  turned  against  the 
planting  interest,  whilst  the  truth  is  kept  back, 
and  those  things  which  make  in  their  favor  are 
rarely  if  ever  published.  [ Marlboro . Gaz. 

Public  works  in  Illinois.  The  Saugamon 
Journal,  after  noticing  the  recent  sales  made  in  N. 
York,  by  Messrs.  Rawlings  & Oakley  of  $300,000 
of  the  state  bonds,  says:  “All  the  immediately 
available  means  which  can  be  realised  from  these 
sales,  has  been  used  for  the  payment  of  interest  on 
loans  previously  made — consequently  no  funds  can 
be  derived  from  these  sources,  for  carrying  on  the 
public  works,  until  about  the  15th  of  August  next, 
at  which  time  $50,000  will  be  received  by  the  Il- 
linois bank  in  New  York  bank  paper,  which  will 
be  discounted  in  the  same  description  of  funds. 

Mr.  Tillson,  before  this  time,  has  reached  New 
York  with  a quantity  of  state  bond.  He  will  make 
an  effort  to  rise  money  on  them,  for  present  pur- 
poses. 

Should  gov.  Carlin’s  embassy  to  Europe,  fail  in 
obtaining  funds,  our  state  is  likely  to  be  embar- 
rassed; and  though  the  administration  party  are  de- 
termined that  there  shall  be  no  call  of  the  legisla- 
ture, they  will  find  that  public  opinion  cannot  thus 
be  trifled  with,  with  impunity. 

Earthen  houses  and  earthen  fences.  We 
learn  from  the  Prairie  (Illinois)  Beacon,  that  the 
experiment  of  earthen  houses  has  been  introduced 
into  St.  Clair  county,  in  that  state,  by  a Mr.  Pot- 
ter, who  has  erected  several  buildings,  (one  of  them 
a large  two  story  dwelling  house)  the  walls  of 
which  are  composed  entirely  of  earth,  and  they  are 
said  to  be  as  handsome,  and  apparently  as  durable, 
as  those  made  of  brick,  while  the  cost  is  much  less. 
Mr.  P.  recommends  the  construction  of  fences  of 
this  kind  in  Illinois,  the  soil  of  the  prairies  being 
very  similar  to  that  of  the  plains  of  South  America 
and  Mexico,  where  such  fences  (called  in  those 
countries,  pise  fences)  and  houses  are,  and  have 
been  for  ages,  very  common.  It  requires  but  little 
skill  to  construct  a house  or  a fence  of  this  mate- 
rial. The  earth  is  made  into  a kind  of  mortar,  and 
planks  being  placed  so  as  to  form  a sort  of  a box, 
as  far  apart  as  the  walls  are  intended  to  be  in 
thickness,  is  thrown  in  and  pounded  hard.  This 
method  of  making  fences  and  buiding  houses  must 
be  very  advantageous  where  as  on  the  great  west- 
ern prairies,  timber  is  scarce  and  earth  is  plenty. 

Great  fire  at  Eastfort,  Maine.  A fire 
broke  out  on  the  6th  at  this  place,  and  destroyed 
one-half  the  property  of  the  town,  comprising 
more  than  forty-one  places  of  public  business.  It 
commenced  at  No.  3 Water  street,  sweeping  off 
every  building  on  both  sides  of  the  street,  to  the 
store  of  the  Messrs.  Hobbs. 

Every  wharf  in  the  neighborhood  was  cleared  ex- 
cept the  two  stores  of  the  lower  end  of  Hayden’s 
wharf— Central  wharf,  Union  wharf,  Steamboat 


wharf  and  Hobb’s  wharf.  Two  vessels,  the  Martha 
and  the  Abigail,  were  totally  destroyed,  having  been 
aground  in  the  dock,  and  several  others  took  fire, 
but  were  extinguished. 

The  list  of  sufferers  is  numerous,  chiefly  merchant 
dealers  in  West  India  dry  goods,  flour  and  corn,  hat 
stores,  jewellers,  tailors,  shoemakers,  and  every 
species  of  mechanics.  The  slip  of  the  Eastport 
Sentinel  says: 

“Nothing  remains  of  what  was  yesterday  the  cen- 
tre, and  in  fact  nearly  the  circumference  of  the 
business  part  of  the  town,  but  a heap  of  ruins,  above 
which  rise  the  blackened  chimnies  of  the  burnt 
buildings, — and  over  which  the  smoke  rests  like  a 
pall,  as  if  to  hide  the  hedious  mass  beneath.  Since 
writing  the  above,  an  estimate  has  been  made  of  the 
property  destroyed,  which  is  put  at  $240,000,  of 
which  $30,000  are  supposed  to  be  insured.” 

The  New  York  Sunday  school  jubilee. 
We  subjoin  from  the  New  York  Sun,  a notice  of 
the  most  interesting  celebration  of  independence 
day  that  we  have  yet  met  with,  a festival  in  which 
no  less  than  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  children 
participated.  In  publishing  the  statement,  it  may 
be  as  well  first  to  give  from  the  Journal  of  Corn- 
mere  an  account  of  the  preparations  made  on  the 
occasion.  These  were  for  the  accommodation  of 
this  Lilliputian  army: 

4 steamboats. 

9 towboats,  averaging  400  tons  each. 

2,300  lbs.  of  corned  beef,  boiled. 

200  neats’  tongues. 

6 pigs,  roasted  whole. 

2,300  loaves  of  bread. 

20  bbls.  of  sugar  and  butter  crackers. 

40  hhds.  of  pure  water. 

The  Sabbath  school  jubilee. — Undoubtedly  the 
most  interesting  and  pleasing  of  the  incidents  of 
the  4th,  was  the  “patriotic  festival”  of  the  Sabbath 
schools  of  this  city,  held  at  Staten  Island.  And  a 
glorious  incident  too,  will  it  ever  be,  in  the  history 
of  these  United  States.  Who  would  credit  the  as- 
sertion, that  fifteen  thousand  belonging  to  Sabbath 
schools  of  this  city,  met  at  the  rendezvous  on  the 
island?  Accompanied  by  delegations  from  some 
of  the  neighboring  towns,  and  with  the  schools  of 
the  island,  amounting  in  all,  to  about  twenty  thou- 
sand! 

The  following,  as  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain, 
was  the  order  of  arrangement  for  the  day.  The 
Sabbath  schools  assembled  at  an  early  hour,  at  their 
respective  places  of  meeting;  as  soon  as  organized, 
they  proceeded  to  the  places  of  embarkation,  viz: 
foot  of  Hubert  street,  on  the  North  river  side,  and 
foot  of  Pike  street,  East  river.  At  the  moment 
the  boats  left  the  wharf,  “Hail  Columbia,  happy 
land,”  burst  forth  simultaneously  from  many  thou- 
sand voices.  The  effect  was  enchanting,  and  a glo- 
rious sight  were  those  splended steamers  and  barges 
so  tastefully  decorated  and  shaded  with  evergreen, 
and  the  children  all  decked  in  holiday  attire,  look- 
ing so  joyous  in  anticipation  of  their  delightful  ex- 
ercises. 

When  the  song  was  ended,  and  all  was  hushed, 
the  voice  of  prayer  was  heard  in  each  boat.  The 
jubilee  hymn  was  then  sung;  and  recitations  by 
young  orators,  with  odes  prepared  for  the  occasion, 
occupied  the  remainder  of  the  time,  till  the  boats 
reached  the  island.  A more  exciting  scene  can 
hardly  be  imagined,  than  that  presented  by  the  dis- 
embarkation of  so  many  thousands,  and  the  after- 
winding  among  the  green  hills  of  Staten  to  the  ren- 
dezvous, amidst  the  wavings  of  banners,  and  bursts 
of  music. 

In  the  midst  of  the  woods  was  raised  a large  tent, 
where  the  president  of  the  United  States  and  go- 
vernor Seward  were  received,  with  the  officers  ap- 
pointed for  the  occasion.  Other  large  tents  were 
erected  around  this  principal  one,  and  when  all  were 
seated,  dinner  was  served  up,  if  we  may  so  express 
it.  Recitations,  singing,  salutary  speeches  by  the 
youth,  and  music  by  the  two  bands,  occupied  the 
time  till  3 o’clock,  when  all  re-embarked  for  home, 
— A short  excursion  was  made  down  the  bay;  sa- 
lutes were  fired  from  ships  at  anchor,  and  returned 
by  deafening  “hurrahs”  from  the  barges.  A more 
enlivening  scene  was  never  witnessed.  About  six 
o’clock  the  Sabbath  schools  disembarked  in  safety 
at  New  York,  not  one  accident  having  happened 
among  the  congregating  of  so  many  thousands. 

School.  The  school  fund  of  Kentucky  amounts 
to  one  million  of  dollars,  besides  the  appropriations 
which  have  been  made  to  the  Transylvania  univer- 
sity at  different  times,  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  dollars.  We  notice  the  latter 
endowment  with  the  more  pleasure  because  there 
appears  to  be,  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  a dis- 
position on  the  part  of  legislative  authorities  to 
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neglect  collegiate  institutions  while  a very  com- 
mendable attention  is  paid  to  common  schools. 
We  do  not  know,  however,  that  Maryland  has  done 
much  for  either.  No  system  of  schools  can  be  com- 
plete that  does  not  provide  for  liberal  education,  as 
well  as  for  ordinary  instruction.  Pennsylvania,  with 
a truly  enlightened  policy,  in  additio'n  to  very  mu- 
nificent appropriations  to  common  schools  through- 
out the  state,  has  granted  one  thousand  dollars  an- 
nually the  every  collegiate  institution  in  the  com- 
monwealth that  maintains  four  professors  and  one 
hundred  students: — Every  classical  academy  of  a 
certain  grade  receives  five  hundred  dollars  a year, 
and  minor  schools  in  proportion.  The  state  can- 
not fail  to  reap  rich  benefits  from  a system  such  as 
this,  permanently  established.  The  common  schools 
will  be  supplied  with  able  teachers  from  the  higher 
institutions,  and  these  latter  will  draw  an  increas- 
ing number  of  pupils  from  the  subordinate  semina- 
ries. The  state  of  Ohio  deserves  honorable  men- 
tion also,  on  account  of  the  attention  which  educa- 
tion has  received  from  those  in  authority.  Pro- 
fessor Stowe,  who  was  commissioned  by  g'overnor 
Lucas  to  visit  Prussia  for  the  purpose  of  examin- 
ing the  school  system  of  that  kingdom,  has  publish- 
ed a very  interesting  report,  which  all,  who  desire 
information  on  such  subjects,  will  find  their  account 
in  perusing.  [Balt.  American. 

The  western  lakes.  The  growth  of  towns 
along  the  shores  of  our  great  lakes  is  unexampled 
in  the  history  of  the  world.  And  what  most  sur- 
prises the  stranger  is  the  character  of  the  results; 
as  if  swayed  by  the  magic  influence  ascribed  to  the 
fabled  lgmp  of  Aladdin,  the  wilderness  seems  in  a 
moment  to  change  its  native  aspect,  and  literally  to 
rise  into  cities.  Well  paved  streets,  long  blocks  of 
brick  and  stone  buildings,  and  elegantly  finished 
stores,  supplied  with  all  the  necessaries  and  luxu- 
ries ot  life,  distinguish  most  of  these  western 
towns  from  the  earlier  years  of  their  infancy,  and 
the  eye  of  the  traveller  dwells  with  pleasure  upon 
massive  structures  and  specimens  of  architectural 
elegance  which  would  do  credit  to  old  and  long  es- 
tablished communities.  The  following  table,  pub- 
lished in  the  Cleveland  Herald,  though  perhaps  not 
correct  in  all  its  details,  may  convey  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  general  rates  of  increase.  The  popula- 
tion of  places  in  the  west  is  apt  to  be  over  estimat- 
ed— that  of  Cleveland,  I think,  is  too  high,  while 
that  of  Detroit  certainly,  and  probably  that  of  Chi- 
cago, fall  below  the  true  estimate.  It  will  serve, 
however,  to  show  that  the  aggregate  population  of 
the  towns,  whose  names  are  given,  have  quadru- 


ed,  or  nearly  so,  in 

the  short  space 

of  eight  years. 

Towns. 

1830. 

1838. 

Buffalo, 

8,653 

20,000 

Erie, 

1,328 

3,500 

Cleveland, 

1,076 

8,400 

Sandusky  city, 

400 

1,500 

Lower  Sandusky, 

351 

1,500 

Perrysburg, 

182 

1,600 

Maumee, 

250 

2,000 

Toledo, 

30 

2,000 

Detroit, 

2,122 

6,500 

Monroe, 

500 

3,500 

Chicago, 

100 

5,000 

Milwaukee, 

20 

3,500 

Michigan  city, 

10 

3,000 

Newburyport, 

10 

1,580 

Navanno, 

100 

1,500 

Huron, 

10 

1.500 

Dunkirk, 

50 

1,500 

15.363 

66,083 

It  should  be  remarked,  however,  that  towns  have 

been  greatly  depopulated  from  sickness  or  other 
causes,  the  inhabitants  removing  to  more  healthy 
or  more  eligible  locations.  The  population  of 
Michigan  city,  for  instance,  was  once  set  down  at 
2,000,  while  that  ot  Toledo  does  not'  perhaps,  at 
present  equal  1,000.  A feeling  of  state  pride  has 
rather  exaggerated  the  condition  of  the  Ohio  towns 
in  the  above  list,  and  underrated  some  of  those  in 
the  other  states;  the  aggregate,  however,  is  not  far 
from  correct.  There  are  said  to  be  as  many  as 
thirty  towns,  not  named  above,  that  commenced 
their  existence  since  1S30,  which  would  greatly 
swell  the  ratio  of  increase.  With  regard  to  busi- 
ness during  the  same  period,  I gather  from  the  same 
paper,  that  the  number  of  vessels  that  cleared  from 
the  port  of  Cleveland,  with  cargoes,  in  1830  was 
327;  in  1838  it  was  3,028.  The  value  of  exports ' 
in  1830  was  $377,197,  and  in  1838  the  value  o f ex- 
ports that  arrived  by  the  canal  alone  exceeded  five 
millions  of  dollars.  The  value  of  imports  in  1830 
was  less  than  one  million,  and  in  1833  was  estimat- 
ed at  over  nine  millions.  If  these  estimates  are  at 
all  to  be  relied  on,  they  exhibit  an  increase  in  po- 
pulation and  trade  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the, 
■world,  [Boston,  Patriot. 


Indian  names.  Whatever  contrariety  of  opi- 
nion may  exist  concerning  the  adoption  of  a national 
title  for  the  whole  union,  there  ought  to  be  no  di- 
versity of  sentiment,  we  think,  touching  the  propri- 
ety of  retaining  the  Indian  names,  wherever  they 
are  in  use  throughout  the  country,  and  of  restoring 
them  wherever  they  have  been  supplanted.  Words 
of  such  sonorous  melody — of  such  “exceeding  good 
report”— deserve  to  be  treasured  if  it  were  only  for 
their  sound’s  sake.  But  how  much  more  precious 
— nay  how  endearing  do  they  become  when  the  as- 
sociations are  called  to  mind  which  blend  them  with 
the  rivers,  mountains,  lakes  and  valleys  of  this  great 
country!  They  will  soon  be  Ihe  only, evidences  that 
remain  of  a people  now  passing  away- — a people 
uncivilized  indeed,  but  heroic  beyond  the  savages 
of  any  other  clime — fit  associates  of  the  majestic 
hills,  the  dark  forests  and  floods  of  their  primeval 
home,  and  worthy  to  be  the  tenants  of  a region 
where  nature  has  stamped  the  impress  of  sublimity 
in  her  own  ever  enduring  characters.  There  is  a 
fitness — a justice,  both  moral  and  poetical,  in  con- 
tinuing to  every  hill,  stream  and  glen,  the  name 
which  first  it  bore. 

It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  find  more  beau- 
tiful names  than  those  which  have  been  retained  of 
Indian  origin,  to  many  of  our  rivers  and  mountain- 
ous ranges.  Among  native  tribes  where  words  are 
formed  from  some  inward  correspondence,  fanciful 
or  real,  between  the  name  and  the  tiling  denoted, 
there  is  generally  found  a singular  appropriateness 
of  epithets.  Either  the  name  indicates  some  quality 
of  the  object,  or  it  is  the  echo  of  sounds  connected 
therewith.  Niagara,  utiered  in  Indian  gutturals, 
would  be  a very  unfit  appellation  for  a soltly  flow- 
ing stream — such  for  example  as  the  Monongahela — 
a name  which  suits  well  with  the  “liquid  lapse  of 
waters.” 

The  restoring  of  the  old  Indian  names  to  places 
which  are  now  designated  by  some  mean  or  second 
hand  cognomen,  was  dwelt  upon  by  Mr.  Irving  in 
his  essay  on  the  subject,  as  a distinct  matter  from 
that  of  a national  name.  The  institution  of  a spe- 
cial association  for  this  purpose  was  deemed  by  him 
to  be  no  more  than  what  the  importance  of  f fie  un- 
dertaking would  justify.  With  a society  of  this 
kind,  composed  of  literary  and  distinguished  men, 
individuals  in  different  parts  of  the  country  might 
correspond;  and  the  efforts  of  each  towards  the  re- 
covery of  ancient  appellations  would  be  made  in 
concert  and  receive  the  sanction  of  respectable  au- 
thority. By  referring  to  the  old  land  deeds  and  pa-1 
pers,  lodged  in  the  various  record  offices  throughout 
the  several  stales,  as  has  been  suggested,  much 
might  be  done  in  the  w'ay  of  bringing  to  light  long 
forgotten  terms.  It  is  hardly  probable  that  any  ge- 
neral agreement  can  be  had  on  a national  title.  But 
this  other  matter  is  something  upon  which  every 
man  of  taste  in  the  country  would  unite  if  there 
were  any  prospect  of  successful  action.  [Aimer. 

French  and  English.  We  occupy  a great 
deal  of  time  in  eating  and  drinking,  and  sit  hours  at 
table,  while  the  French  rise  directly  nature  is  satis- 
fied and  proceed  to  their  employment.  The  two 
sexes  separate  with  us,  but  the  French  men  and 
women,  at  all  times  and  on  all  subjects  alike  dis- 
course together.  No  women  have  shown  so  much 
character,  been  so  little  given  to  fritter  away  their 
time  as  the  French.  They  instituted  the  order  of 
the  Soetirs  de  la  Marite;  madame  Roland  de  la 
Tour,  founded  an  order  of  Recluses, who  shut  them- 
selves up  all  their  lives  in  a cave,  to  lament  some 
irreparable  affliction.  The  maid  of  Orleans,  Char- 
lotte Corday,  madame  Roland  of  the  revolution, 
are  instances  of  enthusiasm;  madame  Dacier,  mar- 
quise Chatelet,  madame  de  Stael,  show  a depth  of 
scientific  learning,  almost  confined  to  the  industry 
of  men.  If  you  read  some  of  the  writings  of  the 
authoresses  of  the  present,  like  madame  Dunevant, 
you  will  never  believe  they  were  the  productions  of 
a female,  so  masculine  in  her  character.  The  fe- 
males exercise  all  the  occupations  and  gain  the  emo- 
lument of  men;  they  keep  the  accounts;  they  are  at 
the  bourse,  and  evening  table;  they  are  behind  the 
counter,  they  act  as  clerks  and  negotiatists,  and  of- 
ten in  manufacturing  towns  get  their  l,000f.  But 
our  ladies  must  talk  scandal,  our  farmer’s  daughters 
leave  the  dairy,  and  play  the  piano.  “But,”  say 
we,  “the  French  are  a trifling  nation,  because  they 
think  seriously  about  trifles,  which  make  up  the 
sum  of  life.”  Says  an  author:  They  have  advan- 

ced every  thing  to  the  rank  of  a science  or  an  art, — 
whether  cutting  your  hair,  tying  your  cravat  or 
cooking  your  dinner;  they  have  manuals  and  in- 
structions for  every  thing;  and  every  thing  worth 
doing  at  all  they  would  do  well,  or  to  use  their  own 
term,  they  would  have  perfectionrw.  The  French, 
of  all  nations  are  an  occupied  and  busy  people;  they 
must  be  doing  something;  but  we  show  a disposi- 
tion to  trifle  away  our  lives;  to  risk  them  in  trifles; 


cockfights,  boxing  matches  and  steeple  chases.  We 
praise  ourselves  on  being  very  charitable  people. — 
What  did  we  subscribe  for  the  family  of  sir  Walter 
Scott?  Less  than  ten  thousand  pounds;  the  French 
more  than  forty  thousand  pounds  for  Foy,  and  the 
most  splendid  monument  in  Pere  la  Chaise.  The 
English  are  scattered  all  over  the  continent;  unable 
to  fix  their  thought  or  their  feet,  running  over  every 
thing,  considering  nothing,  and  instanced  for  their 
levity;  but  the  French  can  stay  in  their  own  coun- 
try, and  find  amusement  among  themselves,  unbit- 
ten by  our  mania  oflocomotion.  Their  journeys  are 
generally  undertaken  for  business,  private  and  pub- 
lic or  for  education,  or  to  make  researches.  They 
are  pensioned  by  government  or  they  are  exiles;  or 
they  are  on  a tour  of  propagandism  risking  their 
lives  in  aid  of  their  own  parties  or  opinion’s,  and  in 
contentions  of  foreigners.  The  French  show  re- 
spect to  the  people  of  genius  and  learning  in  socie- 
ty, while  we  treat  them  with  comparative  indiffer- 
ence, so  that  a great  astronomer  of  our  country  said 
that  he  never  knew  he  was  any  body  until  he  went 
abroad;  and  the  way  we  treat  the  lions  of  one  sea- 
son, and  forget  them  the  next,  certainly  proves  levi- 
ty and  puerile  trifling  in  our  character.  We  must, 
however,  except  the  anniversaries  of  the  scientific 
association,  when  all  the  lions  are  paraded  about  the 
country  like  other  shows,  and  so  well  fed  that,  like 
the  animals  in  the  menageries,  the  best  time  for  see- 
ing them  is  the  feeding  time.  [ Bentley’s  Mag. 

A journeyman  printer.  Much  has  been  said, 
and  sung  about  the  characteristics  of  “tramping 
journeymen  printers,”  and  the  extraordinary  vicis- 
situdes which  mark  the  progress  of  that  most  intel- 
ligent, though  thriftless,  race  of  mortals;  but  we  be- 
lieve the  following  extract  of  a letter,  received  from 
an  old  acquaintance  of  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
Courier,  indicafes  of  versatility  of  accomplishments 
rarely  equalled  in  these  days: 

“ , 24 th  June,  1889. 

“Look  at  the  signature  of  this,  and  you  will  re- 
member the  person  who  addresses  you.  I met  your 
brother,  who  is  settled  here,  about  half  an  hour  ago, 

and  was  informed  by  him  that will  start 

to  your  place  in  half  an  hour.  I have,  of  course, 
no  time  to  say  much.  I am  here  by  chance — met 
your  brother  by  chance — and  had  a host  ot  reminis- 
cences awakened  in  my  mind  in  a moment. 

“Since  I saw  you  last,  I have  experienced  all  the 
vicissitudes  of  fortune — at  a moment  a colonel  of 
i Texan  cavalry— the  next  a prisoner  among  the  Cu- 
manches;  at  another,  lieutenant  aboard  a Texan 
sloop  of  war' — the  next  a prisoner  among  the  Mexi- 
cans of  Matamoras— finally  a typo  in , under  ihe 

weather!  Can  I serve'  you  at  Terre  house,  or  can 
you  serve  me!  If  you  have  forgotten  my  qualifica- 
tions, here  they  are:  A practical  printer — an  ex- 

perienced stenographer- — a good  English  writer — a 
perfect  French'scholar,  vocalist,  and  player  on  the 
Spanish  guitar.  If  I can  be  of  no  use  to  you,  write 
and  say  whether  I can  get  a school  in  your  neigh- 
borhood.” 

When  we  last  saw  the  writer  of  the  above,  in 
1834,  he  was  acting  in  the  capacity  of  a reporter  in 
congress,  and  the  next  time  we  heard  of  him  was 
through  an  obituary  notice  in  a New  Orleans  paper, 
detailing  the  circumstances  of  his  sudden  death!— 
Our  readers  may  therefore  imagine  our  surprise  on 
receiving  the  posl  mortem  evidence  of  remembrance 
from  a gentleman  whom  the  newspapers,  10  or  12 
months  since,  had  consigned  to  mother  earth! 

If  the  services  of  a gentleman  so  gifted,  can  be 
profitably  employed  by  any  of  our  cotemporaries, 
we  shall  cheerfully  communicate  to  them  his  ad- 
dress; for,  we  regret  to  say,  vve  have  no  room  for 
him  in  our  own  establishment.  [Wabash  Courier. 

Fifty  years  ago.  In  these  degenerate  days 
it  is  sometimes  useful  to  review  the  past,  and  com- 
pare the  present  with  our  former  state.  Aiiiend 
has  handed  us  a file  of  the  “New  Haven  Gazette, 
and  Connecticut  Magazine,”  for  the  year  1787, 
published  by  Josiah  Meigs,  formerly  professor  of 
mathematics  in  Yale  college,  which  contains  a 
great  many  curious  reminiscences.  Among  others 
we  observe  the  following: 

“TO  BE  SOLD, 

“A  healthy,  strong  and  active  negro  boy,  about 
11  years  of  age. — Inquire  of  the  printer.” 

“TO  BE  HANGED, 

“A  likely  Young  negro,  about  18  years  of  age. 
He  is  hanged  for  rio  fault,  but  for  want  of  employ, 
and  to  preserve  him  from  the  greater  evil  ot  being 
sold  as  a slave  for  life.  [New  Haven  Herald. 

The  reward  of  folly.  A man  was  tried  be- 
fore the  court,  in  Salem , N.  J.  last  week,  for  hav- 
ing been  concerned  in  burglaries  and  robberies  in 
Sharpstown.  When  brought  to  the  bar  he  plead 
“guilty,”  and  was  sentenced  for  three  cases  of  grand 
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larceny,  and  three  cases  of  petty  larceny,  to  twenty 
years  imprisonment  in  the  state  penitentiary.  After 
sentence  was  passed  upon  him  he  stated  that  lie  had 
only  been  discharged  from  prison  last  March,  where 
he  had  been  confined  several  years,  and  that  pre- 
vious to  that  he  had  been  a prisoner  in  the  state 
penitentiary  for  four  years,  having  been  convicted 
of  stealing  a horse  when  but  twelve  years  of  age. — 
When  his  present  term  shall  expire,  he  will  have 
served  thirty-one  years  out  of  about  forty-five,  in 
state  penitentiaries.  He  will  have  served  rather  a 
long  apprenticeship,  and  no  doubt  be  very  well 
skilled  in  the  “art  and  mystery”  of  picking  oakum 
or  sawing  stone,  by  the  time  he  gpfs  clear  again. 

[ Delaware  Gaz. 

Crime  in  France.  Out  of  every  106  persons 
accused,  61  are  regularly  condemned.  Out  of  the 
whole  population,  1 in  every  4,-160  inhabitants  is 
accused.  In  every  100  crimes,  25  are  against  the 
person,  75  against  the  property.  Experience  shows 
that  the  number  of  murders  is  annually  nearly  the 
same;  and  what  is  still  more  singular,  that  the  in- 
struments or  means  employed,  are  also  in  the  same 
proportion.  The  inclination  to  crime  is  at  its 
jmaxmum  in  man  about  the  age  ot  25,  in  women  5 
years  later.  The  proportion  of  men  and  women  ac- 
cused is  3 tb  1.  The  seasons  have  an  influence  on 
crime;  in  summer  more  crimes  are  committed 
against  the  person — fewer  against  property;  the  re- 
verse is  the  case  in  the  winter.  The  development 
to  the  inclination  to  crime  agrees  very  perfectly 
with  that  of  the  passions  and  physical  strength;  and 
on  the  other  hand,  the  development  of  reason  tends 
to  restrain  the  inclination.  The  greatest  physical 
strength  of  man  developed  between  the  age  of  30 
and  35;  and  the  greatest  mental  powers  between 
that  of  45  and  50.  At  this  age  the  greatest  number 
of  chefs  d’cewre  of  French  theatre  has  been  produced 
It  is  a singular  contrast  that  about  this  age  we  find 
mental  alienation  most  frequent  and  difficult. 

[ Revue  Encyclo.  etAnnules  d’ Hygiene. 

VERMONT  STATE  CONVENTION. 

Pursuant  to  the  call  of  the  state  committee,  the 
democratic  whig  convention  of  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont assembled  at  Woodstock  on  Thursday,  the 
27th  day  of  June,  1839.  The  convention  was  com- 
posed of  delegates  from  every  county  in  the  state 
except  Grand  Isle,  and  was  the  largest  political 
convention  ever  assembled  in  Vermont. 

A committee  appointed  to  present  a nomination 
of  officers  for  the  convention,  reported  the  follow- 
ing, and  the  several  persons  nominated  were  elect- 
ed to  the  offices  annexed  to  their  respective  names, 
to  wit: 

Norman  Williams,  esq.  of  Woodstock,  president. 

Honorable  Ezra  Meech,  of  Shelburne,  honorable 
Timothy  Folletf,  of  Burlington,  honorable  Lemuel 
Whitney,  of  Brattleboro’,  hon.  Moses  Strong,  of 
Rutland,  hon.  Charles  Marsh,  of  Woodstock,  Ab- 
ner B.  W.  Tenny,  esq.  of  Newbury,  Amasa  Pride, 
esq.  of  Waterbary,  Timothy  Goodale,  esq.  of  Ja- 
maica, Jonathan  Hager,  esq.  of  Middlebury,  Eras- 
tus  Fairbanks,  esq.  of  St.  Johnsbury,  vice-presidents. 

Leonard  Sergeant,  esq.  of  Manchester,  De  Witt 
C.  Clarke,  esq.  of  Brandon,  A.  G.  Chadwick,  esq. 
of  St.  Johnsbury,  secretaries. 

I he  committee  appointed  to  present  nominations 
for  state  officers  reported  that  the  committee  unani- 
mously recommend  the  following: 

For  governor.  Silas  H' Jenison. 

For  lieutenant-governor,  David  M.  Camp. 

For  treasurer,  Henry  F.  Janes. 

Which  report  the  convention  unanimously 
adopted. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  an  address  to  the  people,  sub- 
mitted an  address,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Burchard,  of  New  Fane,  unanimously  adopt- 
ed, and  ordered  to  be  published. 

The  committee  on  resolutions  reported  the  fol- 
lowing, which  were  read  and  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention, to  wit: 

Resolved,  That  the  establishment  of  republican 
principles  is  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
and  that  in  the  faithful  administration  of  these  prin- 
ciples We  most  effectually  promote  the  improve- 
ment and  happiness  of  the  human  race. 

Resolved,  That  the  danger  of  abuse  arises  from 
the  corruptions  of  selfish  politicians,  and  the  ne- 
glect of  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  the  electoral 
franchise. 

Resolved.  That  the  evidences  of  the  corruption 
of  the  rulers  is  found  in  the  squandering  of  the 
public  moneys,  the  abuse  of  executive  patronage, 
of  the  press,  and  the  control  of  public  opinion, 
until  the  best  ot  governments  is  in  danger  of  beim** 
perverted  to  the  worst  of  purposes. 

Resolved,  I hat  the  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  the 
faithful  exercise  of  the  admitted  powers  of  the 


people,  and  that,  by  such  exercise,  all  loco  focoisin 
will  be  put  down,  and  the  nation  saved. 

Resolved,  That  no  duty  can  be  more  important 
than  the  preservation  of  our  institutions  in  their 
purity;  and  that  at  no  time  since  the  formation  of 
the  government  has  the  call  been  more  imperative 
for  energy,  decision  and  action,  and  that  in  the  suc- 
cess of  our  opponents  the  consolidation  of  all  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  executive  will  be  complete,  the 
purse  and  the  sword  practically  united,  and  the  na- 
tion left  to  mourn  its  lost  privileges,  or  seek  to  re- 
gain them  by  the  dreadful  remedy  of  revolution. 

Resolved,  That,  as  yet,  all  is  safe;  the  people 
have  the  remedy  in  their  own  hands,  and  the  vir- 
tue and  intelligence  to  exercise  it;  and  all  that  is 
requisite  is,  that  they  should  be  aroused  to  a sense 
of  their  danger.  We  call  on  the  friends  of  liberty  in 
Vermont  to  come  out  and  Help  to  free  the  nation 
from  its  thraldom. 

Resolved,  That  the  great  principles  of  human 
freedom  and  regulated  liberty  know  no  degree  of 
latitude;  and  that,  in  the  great  efforts  now  in  aus- 
picious progress  to  restore  the  administration  of 
the  general  government  to  the  principles  of  the 
constitution,  there  is  no  north  or  south;  nothing 
save  the  solution  of  the  problem  that  “man  is  ca- 
pable of  self-government.” 

Resolved,  That  the  attempt  to  introduce  into  this 
state  political  clubs  or  associations,  the  offshoots  of 
the  “bay  state  association,”  originating  with  the 
Boston  custom  house,  and  to  be  controlled  by  cus- 
tom house  officers  and  other  partisan  leaders,  ought 
to  excite  the  indignation  of  every  citizen  who  has 
any  respect  for  the  farewell  injunctions  of  Wash- 
ington, or  any  just  sense  of  the  horrors  produced 
by  the  jacobin  clubs  of  France. 

Resolved,  That  the  numbers  and  character  of  the 
unshackled  freemen  of  Vermont,  assembled  on  the 
present  occasion,  afford  a sufficient  guaranty  that 
the  people  are  fully  alive  to  the  present  crisis;  that 
they  will  manfully  and  successfully  resist  any  new 
demonstrations  that  the  often  discomfited  forces  of 
(lie  administration,  however  aided  by  such  associ- 
ations or  government  officials,  may  make  upon  us. 

Resolved,  That  the  congressional  elections  thus 
far  warrant  confident  expectations  of  a decisive 
whig  majority  in  the  next  house  of  representatives; 
affording  a clear  indication  that  the  public  senti- 
ment has  undergone  a material  change  within  the 
last  two  years,  and  affording  strong  hopes  that,  by 
union,  energy  and  concert,  our  beloved  country 
may  be  rescued  from  the  hands  of  thespoilpr3,  who 
have  never  hesitated  to  sacrifice  the  best  interests 
of  the  nation  to  promote  their  selfish  partisan 
schemes. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  do  concur  with 
the  late  whig  convention  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
adoption  of  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas  the  great  object  of  this  assembly,  and 
of  all  representative  assemblies  for  the  selection  of 
candidates,  is  to  ascertain  which  of  the  citizens 
before  the  public  is  the  one  believed  to  be  the  best 
qualified  for  the  station  to  be  filled,  and  most  likely 
to  be  acceptable  to  the  party  whose  representatives 
are  thus  assembled: 

And  whereas  it  is  of  incalculable  importance  to 
the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  these 
United  States  that  the  office  *f  president  shall,  at 
the  approaching  election,  be  conferred  on  some 
individual  who  will  have  courage  and  principle  to 
remove  corrupt  and  incompetent  men  fiom  office, 
and  appoint  honest  ones  in  their  places;  to  prevent 
a repetition  of  the  many  outrageous  acts  of  misrule 
and  misconduct  which  for  the  last  ten  years  have 
disgraced  the  people  and  the  government;  and  thus 
provide  effectually  against  the  further  plunder  of 
the  public  treasure,  and  the  flight  and  impunity  of 
the  plunderers,  of  such  frequent  occurrence  under 
the  present  and  late  administrations  of  the  general 
government;  whereby  the  hard-earned  money  of 
the  people  has  been  squandered,  and  (he  character 
of  the  nation  injured  in  the  estimation  of  the  world: 

And  whereas,  in  order  to  secure  the  success  of 
such  a candidate,  it  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  nay,  it 
is  indispensably  necessary,  that  the  whole  strength 
of  the  opposition  to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  shall  be  united,  and  that  all  the  votes  be  cast 
in  favor  of  some  one  candidate: 

And  whereas  the  democratic  whig  party  through- 
out the  union  are  so  thoroughly  satisfied  of  the  ne- 
cessity which  exists  for  a reformation  in  the  prin- 
ciples and  practices  of  the  administration  of  the 
general  government,  that  they  have  at  every  meet- 
ing, whether  aggregate  or  representative,  which 
has  been  held,  in  language  the  most  unequivocal 
and  unreserved,  pledged  themselves  to  give  up  all 
personal  preferences,  and  heartily  unite  in  support 
of  such  candidate  as  shall  be  selected  by  the  na- 
tional convention  which  is  to  assemble  at  Harris- 
burg in  December  next: 


Resolved,  That  it  be  strenuously  recommended 
to  the  national  democratic  whig  convention  which 
is  to  assemble  at  Harrisburg  in  December  next,  to 
consider  no  man’s  name  before  that  body  for  nomi- 
nation as  a candidate  for  the  office  of  president  of 
the  United  States,  who  shall  not  be  pledged  to  with- 
draw it,  and  decline  a poll,  if  his  name  shall  not  be 
the  name  selected  as  that  of  the  candidate  of  the 
party. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  respectfully,  yet  with  all 
earnestness,  recommended  to  the  national  conven- 
tion, when  they  shall  have  selected  the  candidate 
of  the  party  for  the  office  of  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  pledge  themselves,  in  an  address  to 
the  people  of  .the  United  States,  signed  with  the 
name  of  every  member,  that  they  will  with  all  zeal 
and  in  good  faith  support  the  candidate  selected. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  thi3  convention, 
that,  with  frankness  and  in  good  faith,  its  mem- 
bers pledge  themselves  to  support,  by  all  honorable 
means,  the  candidate  who  shall  be  selected  by  the 
national  convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  principles  detailed,  and  the 
course  of  conduct  set  forth  in  this  preamble  and 
resolutions,  will  make  absolutely  certain  the  elec- 
tion of  the  candidate  who  shall  be  nominated  at 
Harrisburg,  thus  fatally  and  signally  overthrowing 
and  ousting  from  office  the  men  who  have  so  much 
abused  the  public  confidence,  endeavorers  to  cor- 
rupt the  public  mind  and  the  public  press,  and  dis- 
honorers of  the  country,  by  the  appointment  of 
unworthy  agents  in  foreign  nations. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  this  convention 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  requested  to  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  causing  this  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  president  of 
the  national  convention,  with  a request  that  he  will 
lay  them  before  that  assembly. 

Mr.  Meech,  from  the  committee  on  nominations, 
reported  the  names  of  (he  following  gentlemen  to 
represent  the  state  in  the  approaching  national  con- 
vention: 

Messrs.  George  T.  Hodges  and  David  M.  Camp, 
as  delegates  at  large;  and 

Messrs.  E.  N.  Briggs  and  Eraslas  Fairbanks  as 
substitutes;  and  those  gentlemen  were  thereupon 
appointed. 

RECEPTION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

New  York,  July  3,  1839. 

Dear  sir:  Yesterday  the  president  of  the  United 
States  made  his  entry  into  our  city.  His  reception 
was  brilliant  in  the  extreme,  and  fully  equalled 
that  of  general  Jackson.  It  far  exceeded  our  most 
sanguine  expectations.  The  concourse  of  people 
was  immense,  and  his  appearance  w’as  every  where 
hailed  by  loud  and  enthusiastic  cheering. 

He  landed  at  the  battery  about  I,  P.  M.  On  his 
passage  across  the  river,  he  received  salutes  from 
the  North  Carolina,  the  forts  of  the  bay,  and  from 
the  battery.  At  Castle  Garden  he  was  received  by 
a committee  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  was  address- 
ed by  them.  The  address  and  reply  you  will  see 
in  the  Post  this  afternoon.  He  then  reviewed  the 
military  on  duty,  amounting  to  several  thousands, 
and  a long  line  of  citizens  on  horseback.  Here 
the  crowd  was  30  great,  that  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible for  him  to  move;  hundreds  pushed  forward  to 
take  him  by  the  hand,  and  thousands  made  the 
“welkin  ring”  with  their  shouts. 

A procession  was  then  formed  by  the  military 
and  by  the  citizens  on  horseback  arid  in  carriages. 
The  whole  line  of  march  through  the  city  was 
about  two  miles,  and  the  procession  reached  at 
least  half  the  distance. 

The  people  in  the  procession,  however,  consti- 
tuted but  a very  small  portion  of  the  immense  con- 
course which  filled  our  streets,  until  they  seemed 
paved  with  human  heads.  At  every  step  of  the 
way  the  cheers  were  loud  and  continued.  During 
the  whole  distance  the  windows  and  house  tops, 
and  every  other  spot  capable  of  containing  a human 
being,  were  full  of  people — men  shouting  and  wo- 
men'waving  their  handkerchiefs.  * 

So  dense  was  the  crowd,  that  the  procession  was 
compelled  to^move  very  slow,  and  it  was  not  until 
5 o’clock  thaWie  was  able  to  reach  our  City  Hall, 
where  he  was  received  by  the  mayor  and  common 
council,  and  remains  as  their  guest  during  his  stay 
in  the  city. 

At  the  hall  he  was  surrounded  by  thousands 
upon  thousands,  and  it  was  neatly  two  hours  before 
he  could  get  away  and  reach  his  quarters. 

He  will  remain  here  untii  next  Thursday,  when 
he  will  leave  for  the  north. 

The  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  have  every  rea- 
son to  be  satisfied  with  his  reception.  It  was  warm, 
cordial  and  enthusiastic,  and  was  by  as  immense  a 
mass  of  people  as  ever  assembled  in  this  city  on 
any  occasion.  As  an  opposition  paper  says,  this 
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morning,  “it  was  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a tri- 
umphant entry,  and  it  would  be  worse  than  foolish 
to  deny  the  fact.  It  was  an  extraordinary  scene, 
the  most  so  since  the  visit  of  general  Jackson  to 
this  city.”  [Globe. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post  of  July  3. 

An  enthusiastic  and  hearty  welcome  was  given 
to  the  president  of  the  United  States  on  his  arrival 
in  this  city  about  one  o’clock  yesterday  afternoon. 
The  people  began  to  assemble  in  crowds  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Park  and  Tammany  Hall  at  an 
early  hour  of  the  day.  Several  companies  of  the 
military  formed  about  11  o’clock  in  front  of  the 
City  Hall,  whence  they  proceeded  shortly  afterwards 
to  the  Battery  to  join  the  other  companies  which 
were  already  stationed  there. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  democratic  young  men’s 
committee,  (followed  by  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments from  Tammany  Hall)  had  gone  on  horseback 
to  New  Jersey  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
president  at  Newark.  Of  their  proceedings  while 
there,  not  having  been  present,  we  copy  an  account 
from  the  New  Era  of  this  morning: 

“On  arriving  at  Newark,  we  saw  the  whole  of 
that  charming  city  ardently  animated  with  its  as- 
sembled population,  and  in  beautiful  equestrian  ar- 
ray with  committees  from  the  townships  of  the 
county,  and  from  Jersey  City.  The  windows  and 
galleries  of  the  houses  were  filled  with  women, 
whilst  the  streets  were  thronged  with  the  male  por- 
tion of  the  citizens  and  visitors. 

“The  president  arrived  in  the  rail  road  cars  at  half 
past  9 o’clock,  A.  M.  and  was  received  with  a si- 
multaneous shout  of  welcome  from  the  dense  mul- 
titude of  people  which  surrounded  him.  On  being 
escorted  to  the  hotel,  he  was  greeted  with  repeated 
cheers.  Here  the  various  committees  and  many 
hundreds  of  other  citizens  were  introduced  to  him, 
after  which  collations  prepared  for  the  occasion,  at 
which  the  mayor  of  Newark  presided,  and  many 
complimentary  and  patriotic  toasts,  appropriate  to 
the  occasion,  were  drank  with  the  most  gratifying 
unanimity.  At  a quarter  before  eleven  o’clock, 
the  president  and  procession  of  vehicles  and  eques- 
trians which  extended  apparently  more  than  a mile 
in  length,  departed  from  Jersey  City  amidst  cheers 
that  were  heard  from  afar,  and  clouds  of  waving 
handkerchiefs  and  banners.  At  the  several  villages 
of  Bergen  county  in  his  way,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
honored  with  repeated  salutes  of  cannon  procured 
for  the  occasion,  and  by  the  cordial  greetings  of  the 
people.  The  husbandmen  in  the  fields,  and  the 
artizans  from  the  workshops,  came  forth  in  groups 
and  significantly  welcomed  hirnas  a friend  in  whom 
they  trusted.” 

When  the  president  arrived  at  Jersey  City  he  was 
received  by  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  that 
place,  by  the  democratic  republican  general  com- 
mittee, and  a deputation  from  the  New  York  com- 
mon council.  After  partaking  of  the  collation  pre- 
pared for  the  occasion,  he  repaired,  in  company 
with  a large  number  of  invited  guests,  to  the  steam- 
boat Utica,  to  be  conveyed  to  Castle  Garden,  where 
thousands  of  his  fellow  citizens  were  collected  to 
congratulate  him  on  his  first  visit  for  many  years  to 
his  native  state.  The  steamboat,  after  winding 
gracefully  for  some  time  among  the  vessels  that 
thronged  the  bay,  approached  the  North  Carolina 
seventy-four  then  lying  in  the  stream  with  her 
yards  covered  by  rows  of  sailors  in  white  luniforms, 
and  was  greeted  by  a double  broadside  salute  of 
forty-four  pound  guns,  followed  by  tire  repeated 
cheers  of  the  crew,  and  re-echoed  by  the  deafening 
shouts  of  the  spectators  both  on  the  water  and  the 
land.  The  salute  from  the  seventy-four  w’as  re- 
turned by  the  forts  on  Bedloe’s  island,  Staten  island, 
and  Governor’s  island,  and  by  the  several  artillery 
companies  placed  on  the  Battery;  for  more  than 
half  an  hour  the  whole  atmosphere  was  filled  with 
the  smoke  and  rent  by  the  thunder  of  the  continued 
discharge  of  cannon. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  after  landing  at  Castle  Garden, 
was  escorted  to  the  spacious  saloon  of  the  building 
where  he  was  received  by  the  mayor  and  common 
council,  the  democratic  republican  general  com- 
mittee in  full,  by  the  committee  of  arrangements, 
and  an  immense  concourse  of  citizens.  He  was 
then  eloquently  addressed  by  Mr.  John  W.  Ed- 
monds, chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  convention  of  citizens,  to  which  the  president 
briefly  and  pertinently  replied. 

[The  address  of  Mr.  Edmonds  and  the  president’s 
reply,  were  inserted  in  our  last — pages  298  and 
299.] 

The  scene  from  Castle  Garden  during  these  cere- 
monies was  in  the  highest  degree  imposing.  On 
one  side  was  the  bay  spread  out  in  a calm  and 
beautiful  sheet  of  water,  covered  with  vessels  of 
every  sort  gaily  decorated  and  alive  with  human 
beings;  to  the  north  lay  the  shipping,  with  its  forest 
of  masts  and  the  flags  of  all  nations,  surmounted 


by  the  ensign  of  the  American  republic,  waving  in 
the  breeze;  on  the  other  side  was  the  vast  area  of 
the  Battery,  which  seemed  like  one  dense  mass 
of  men,  with  every  post  and  every  tree  occupied, 
whilst  far  in  the  distance  the  long  line  of  coach  tops 
and  house  tops  was  covered  with  eager  and  ani- 
mated spectators. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies  in  the  gar- 
den, the  president,  mounted  on  a very  graceful  and 
spirited  black  horse,  reviewed  the  six  thousand 
troops  gathered  on  the  Battery,  when  they  were 
formed  into  ranks,  alid  the  procession  began  slowly 
to  move  up  Broadway,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
multitudes  of  persons  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages. — 
The  line  of  march  was  from  Broadway  up  Chatham 
street  and  the  Bowery,  through  Broom  street  into 
Broadway  again,  from  whence  it  returned  to  the 
Park,  where  the  assemblage  was  dismissed,  and 
the  president  took  his  leave  of  the  people  for  the 
day,  amid  reiterated  hurrahs. 

Wherever  the  interminable  procession  passed,  it 
wa3  hailed  by  the  cheers  of  the  throngs  collected 
upon  the  side  walks,  by  the  waving  handkerchiefs 
of  the  ladies  who  crowded  the  balconies  and  win- 
dows, and  by  the  shouts  and  gestures  of  groups 
who  hung  upon  the  very  eaves  of  the  houses.  A 
succession  of  thronged  heads  continued  along  the 
whole  course  that  the  vast  body  advanced.  A more 
animated  spectacle  has  not  been  seen  in  this  city 
since  the  landing,  in  1824,  of  general  Lafayette. — 
The  number  of  persons  gathered  together  is  vari- 
ously estimated  from  one  hundred  thousand  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand.  It  was  the  spontane- 
ous tribute  of  the  people  to  the  chief  magistrate  of 
fifteen  millions  of  freemen. 

It  is  to  be  recorded  as  a matter  worthy  of  note, 
that  notwithstanding  the  rushing  of  the  crowds,  the 
jostling  of  carriages,  and  the  filing  of  cannon,  not 
an  accident  of  any  kind  occurred  during  the  day. — 
The  most  perfect  propriety  of  demeanor  was  ob- 
served by  every  person  on  the  ground  without  the 
interference  or  even  presence  of  the  police. 

WHALE  FISHERY. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

We  publish  to-day  for  the  information  of  our 
commercial  readers  two  documents  connected  with 
this  subject.  The  one  is  a circular  from  the  comp- 
troller of  the  treasury,  under  date  of  the  22d  of  June, 
to  which  is  appended  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice 
Story,  out  of  which  the  embarrassment  has  arisen, 
and  the  other  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  to  a committee  of  merchants  at 
New  Bedford,  under  date  of  the  29th  June. 

In  the  perusal  of  the  papers  the  readercannot  fail 
to  discover  the  anxious  desire  of  the  officers  of  the 
treasury  to  observe  the  law,  as  expounded  by  the 
judiciary,  and  at  the  same  time  give  all  the  relief  in 
their  power  to  those  who  may  be  injuriously  affect- 
ed by  the  position  referred  to.  When  the  decisions 
of  the  courts  are  favorable  to  the  merchants,  they 
are  not  slow  in  calling  upon  the  officers  of  the  go- 
vernment to  follow  out  the  decision  in  practical  de- 
tail, but  when  they  are  adverse  to  the  present  pe- 
cuniary interests  of  that  class,  there  are,  to  their 
shame  be  it  spoken,  conductors  of  newspapers  to  be 
found  who  will  make  this  the  occasion  to  utter  the 
grossest  abuse  of  all  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  down  to  the  lowest 
tide  waiter.  This  eourse  is  not  the  bestone  to  vin- 
dicate the  dignity  of  the  laws,  or  to  encourage  a li- 
beral construction  of  them  on  the  part  of  those  who 
are  charged  with  their  execution.  All  men  are  liable 
to  err  in  the  interpretation  of  the  laws  as  well  as  in 
other  matters,  and  charity,  a Christian  virtue,  (very 
much  out  of  fashion,  bye  the  bye),  ought  to  lead  us 
to  suppose,  unless  there  is  manifest  proof  to  the 
contrary,  that  errors  of  this  kind  do  not  arise  from 
bad  motives. 

CIRCULAR  SUPPLEMENTARY  TO  COLLECTORS,  NA- 
VAL OFFICERS  AND  SURVEYORS. 

Treasury  department, 

First  comptroller’s  office,  June  22,  1839. 

Sir:  Inquiries  having  been  made  of  this  depart- 
ment on  the  part  of  some  of  the  collectors  of  those 
districts  to  which  registered  whaling  vessels  belong, 
in  relation  to  the  particular  duties  and  penalties  to 
be  imposed  on  such  of  said  vessels  and  their  cargoes 
as  may  return  to  port  without  having  the  requisite 
papers  in  force  it  is  found  expedient  that  you  should 
be  informed: — 

1.  That  if  a whaling  vessel  come  into  port  not 
having  been  enrolled  and  licensed,  as  by  the  recent 
decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Story,  she  cannot  be  consi- 
dered a vessel  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  an  Ame- 
rican vessel  employed  in  the  fisheries,  you  have  no 
alternative  but  to  exact  alien  duty  on  the  cargo,  if 
it  be  subject  to  duty,  according  to  Iheratesin  force, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  the  vessel,  that  is  to  say,  one 
dollar  per  ton,  being  fifty  cents  per  ton  for  tonnage 
duty  and  fifty  cents  per  ton  for  light  money;  the  act 


of  March  27,  1804,  making  the  collection  of  light 
money  consequent  on  the  imposition  of  alien  ton- 
nage duty. 

2.  That  a whaling  vessel,  under  like  circumstan- 
ces, is  not  considered  subject  to  the  hospital  tax, 
inasmuch  as  the  act  of  July  16,  1798,  imposes  the 
tax  only  on  the  crews  of  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  recent  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Story  deter- 
mining a registered  whaler  not  to  be  such  a vessel 
in  contemplation  of  law,  she  is  consequently  exempt 
from  the  tax. 

3.  That  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  18th  Fe- 
bruary, 1793,  in  relation  to  the  enrolling  and  licens- 
ing of  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade 
or  fisheries,  having  especial  reference  to  vessels 
found  trading  between  district  and  district,  or  be- 
tween different  places  in  the  same  district,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  department,  taking  into  view  the 
proviso  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  March  1, 
1817,  that  a registered  whaling  vessel  does  not  come 
within  the  operation  of  the  first  mentioned  section 
as  respects  the  forfeiture  by  sailing  from  one  port 
of  the  United  States  to  another  port  thereof,  with 
the  fruits  of  her  enterprize,  say  oil  and  bone,  or 
with  such  cargo  as  may  have  been  taken  in  by  her 
at  a foreign  port,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  the 
several  portions  of  said  cargo  according  to  its  desti- 
nation, but  she  will  be  liable  to  tonnage  duties  and 
light  money  at  every  port  of  arrival. 

4.  That  although  under  these  circumstances  a 
registered  whaling  vessel  may  readily  avoid  incur- 
ring a forfeiture,  the  exaction  of  alien  duties  of  ton- 
nage and  impost  being  an  inevitable  consequence  of 
the  recent  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Story,  it  is  con- 
ceived that  no  officer  of  the  government  has  a right 
to  undertake  the  remission  of  said  duties,  and  there- 
fore in  such  cases,  if  relief  besought,  a protest  should 
be  filed,  and  application  being  made  to  congress  to 
obtain  it,  the  collection  ofthe  duty  bonds  will  proba- 
bly be  postponed  till  congress  decides. 

5.  That  whaling  vessels  duly  enrolled  and  licenc- 
ed, and  having  permission  to  touch  and  trade  at  a 
foreign  port,  are  not  on  their  arrival  subject  to  the 
hospital  tax,  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  1798, 
if  it  shall  appear  that  they  have  not  used  such  per- 
mission further  than  to  procure  the  necessary  sup- 
plies; but  if  they  on  coming  into  port  have  foreign 
goods  on  board,  as  it  will  then  be  manifest  that 
they  have  been  engaged  in  trading  abroad,  within 
the  fair  meaning  of  the  term,  it  is  conceived  that 
the  tax  should  be  collected  of  the  crews  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  before  cited. 

6.  That  in  view  of  the  ancient  usage  at  some  of 
the  ports,  and  until  congress  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  legislate  on  the  subject,  the  circular  ofthe 
6th  instant,  to  which  this  is  additional,  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  having  reference  to  the  case  of  any 
registered  whaling  vessel  whose  cargo  has  passed 
the  custom  house  before  you  received  it,  unless 
such  case  was  specially  presented  to  the  depart- 
ment, arid  decided  upon. 

It  would  be  most  gratifying  to  the  department  if 
it  could  feel  itself  authorised,  under  existing  laws, 
to  extend,  in  other  respects,  further  immediate  re- 
lief, to  those  engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries.  But 
whatever  may  have  been  its  opinions  from  time  to 
time  expressed  on  special  cases  not  involving  the 
questions  now  at  issue,  or  the  inferences  drawn 
from  those  opinions,  or  however  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  acquiesced  during  former  years  in 
erroneous  practice,  introduced  and  extended  so  si- 
lently and  gradually  as  at  no  time  to  excite  its  spe- 
cial notice,  it  cannot  now,  when  its  attention  is 
called  to  the  subject  by  a judicial  decision,  hesitate 
to  sustain  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  carrying 
out  the  clear  and  explicit  construction  of  the  law 
as  given  by  Mr.  Justice  Story,  until  congress  think 
proper  to  amend  it. 

A copy  of  (he  opinion  as  furnished  to  this  office, 
is  hereto  appended  for  your  information. 

I have  only  to  add  that  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury concurs  in  these  views.  I am,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKER,  comptroller. 

United  States  vs.  Wm.  Rogers  and  others,  June 
term,  1838— at  Newport. 

Indictment  against  the  defendants  for  an  endea- 
vor to  commit  a revolt  on  the  10th  of  May,  1838, 
on  board  the  brig  Troy,  belonging  to  Bristol,  R. 
Island,  alleged  to  be  a registered  ship,  owned  by 
certain  citizens  of  the  Unifed  States,  named  in  the 
indictment,  and  the  defendants  being  seamen  in  and 
on  board  thereof,  against  the  act  of  3d  of  March, 
1835,  ch.  40.  Plea,  not  guilty. 

At  the  trial  it  was  admitted  by  Greene,  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  that  the  brig  was  at  the  time  when 
the  supposed  offence  was  committed,  (May,  1838), 
engaged  in  a whaling  voyage,  and  her  crew  were, 
by  the  shipping  articles,  in  the  same  year  shipped 
for  a whaling  voyage.  The  ship’s  register  was 
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dated  in  1S33,  and  the  voyage  was  under'aken 
without  any  surrender  of  the  register,  or  taking 
out  an  enrolment  and  license  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
18th  February,  1793,  eh.  52,  lor  enrolling  and  li- 
censing vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and 
fisheries. 

Upon  this  statement,  which  was  agreed  to  be  the 
truth  of  the  case,  the  court  suggested  a doubt  whe- 
ther the  offence,  if  any,  was,  under  the  circum- 
stances, within  the  purview  of  the  statute;  and  the 
case  was  spoken  to  by  Greene,  district  attorney, 
Randolph  and  Pearce  being  counsel  for  the  defen- 
dants. 

Story,  J. — I am  unable  to  persuade  myself  that  the 
present  indictment  is  maintainable  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. The  act  of  1S35,  ch.  40,  provides 
that  “if  any  one  or  more  of  the  crew  of  an  Ameri- 
can ship  or  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  &c.  shall  en- 
deavor to  make  a revolt,  he  and  they  shall,  on  con- 
viction, be  punished  as  provided  for  in  the  act.” 
To  bring  the  case  within  the  statute,  the  voyage 
for  which  the  seamen  are  shipped  must  be  a lawful 
one,  and  they  must  at  the  time  be  of  the  “crew”  of 
an  American  ship  or  vessel;  and,  of  course,  there 
must  exist  a lawful  relation  between  them  and  the 
master.  The  statute  of  1793,  ch.  52,  sec.  1,  enacts 
that  such  ships  or  vessels  as  are  enrolled  and  licens- 
ed according  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  “and 
none  others,  shall  be  deemed  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  ships 
engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  or  fisheries;”  and  the 
whale  fisheries  are  expressly  within  the  purview  of 
the  act,  as  is  abundantly  seen  in  the  form  of  the 
license  prescribed  by  the  fouth  section.  Now,  it 
seems  plain  to  me  that  no  registered  ship  is  entitled 
to  carry  on  the  usual  fisheries,  as  an  American 
ship,  or  as  being  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  an 
American  ship,  under  the  statute  of  1793,  ch.  52. 
The  third  section  declares  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  collectors  of  the  several  districts  to  enrol  and 
license  any  ship  or  vessel  which  maybe  registered, 
upon  such  registry  being  given  up,  or  to  register 
any  ship  or  vessel  that  may  be  enrolled,  upon  such 
enrollment  and  license  being  given  up;  and  the 
sixth  section  treats  every  ship  and  vessel  not  so 
enrolled  and  licensed,  and  found  engaged  in  the 
trade,  as  liable  to  pay  the  same  fees  and  tonnage  in 
every  port  of  the  United  States  as  ships  or  vessels 
not  belonging  to  a citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  and,  under  certain  circumstances,  the  ship 
or  vessel,  and  its  lading,  becomes  liable  to  forfei- 
ture. My  opinion,  therefore,  is,  that  this  ship  can- 
not be  deemed  an  American  ship  within  the  sense 
of  the  third  section  of  the  statue  of  1835,  ch.  40, 
on  which  this  indictment  is  founded,  and  the  crew 
are  not  the  crew  of  such  an  American  ship  or  ves- 
sel as  is  contemplated  by  the  act.  On  this  ground 
the  indictment  would  fail  upon  the  facts. 

Indeed  my  impression  is,  that  upon  the  manifest 
intent  of  the  act  of  1793,  ch.  40,  no  registered  ship 
or  vessel  can,  while  she  remains  registered,  engage 
in  the  whale  fisheries;  but  she  must  surrender  her 
register,  and  be  enrolled  and  licensed  for  the 
fisheries;  and  that  if  she  should  be  found  engaged 
in  such  fisheries  withoutsuch  enrollment  or  license, 
at  least  if  she  has  on  board  any  article  of  foreign 
growth  or  manufacture,  or  distilled  spirits,  other 
than  her  stores,  she  would  be  forfeited.  The  main 
purpose  of  the  act  would  be  utterly  frustrated  upon 
any  other  construction,  and  the  main  securities  and 
privileges  of  the  trade  be  defeated. 

The  district  judge  concurred  in  opinion  that  the 
facts  did  not  support  the  indictment,  and  thereupon 
the  district  attorney  entered  a nolle  prosequi. 

COPY. 

Treasury  department,  June  29,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  As  several  days  will  probably 
elapse  before  a reply  can  be  received  from  the  pre- 
sident on  the  subject  of  your  memorial,  1 hasten  to 
suggest  for  your  consideration  one  circumstance 
connected  with  your  relief,  which  does  not  appear 
to  be  fully  understood  by  those  you  represent.  The 
circulars  which  have  been  issued  by  the  comptrol- 
ler in  consequence  of  the  late  decision  of  judge 
Story  as  to  vessels  employed  in  the  whale  fisheries, 
and  of  applications  to  him  by  several  collectors  for 
instructions  on  the  subject,  advert  to  the  power 
possessed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  remit 
forfeitures  and  penalties  in  all  proper  casesr  But 
the  comptroller  did  not  go  into  details  on  the  extent 
of  that  power  in  any  special  case,  that  not  being 
considered  as  properly  belonging  to  his  bureau. 

I am  happy  to  inform  you,  however,  that  should 
an  application  come  before  me  for  the  remission  of 
those  forfeitures  and  penalties,  and  should  it  in- 
clude among  them  specifically  the  foreign  duties 
paid  on  both  the  vessel  and  cargo,  I entertain  little 
doubt  but  they  all  can  be  released.  The  only 
equitable  condition,  which  now  occurs  to  me  as 
suitable  to  be  attached  to  the  remission,  is,  that  a 


sum  equal  to  the  hospital  money  should  be  deduct- 
ed, if  that  money  has  not  before  been  paid. 

This  would  leave  those  interested  in  the  same 
state,  as  to  pecuniary  payments  to  the  government, 
in  which  they  would  have  stood,  had  the  decision 
by  judge  Story  not  have  been  made,  nor  the  circu- 
lars enforcing  it  have  issued. 

At  the  same  time  it  will  sustain  the  construction 
of  the  acts-of  congress  given  by  the  courts  of  law', 
and  which,  on  a careful  examination  of  the  records 
of  this  department,  appears  in  numerous  cases  and 
without  exception  to  have  been  countenanced  by 
instructions  given  by  former  comptrollers  during 
many  years  immediately  subsequent  to  the  passage 
of  those  acts.  The  change  in  practice  afterwards 
appears  to  have  grown  up  in  silence  and  from  con- 
venience. 

For  your  further  information  as  to  the  mode  of 
procuring  immediately  the  full  relief  before  propos- 
ed, where  parties  do  not  prefer  waiting  for  the  ac- 
tion of  congress,  or  the  decision  of  the  president 
whether  any  thing  more  favorable  can  properly  be 
done  in  your  behalf,  I would  observe  that  the  ap- 
plication must  be  made  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1797,  and  should  request  all  the  powers 
for  remitting  forfeitures,  penalties  and  duties  to  be 
exercised  which  is  conferred  both  by  that  act  and 
the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1803. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

Signed,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Messrs.  J.  A.  Parker,  Jas.  Griswold,  A.  Adams,  C. 

W.  Morgan,  E.  W.  Robinson,  James  Arnold,  An- 
drew Robison — committee  at  New  Bedford. 

THE  AMERICAN  CONSUL  AT  HAVANA. 

From  the  Boston  Atlas. 

Last  summer  capt.  Howell,  commanding  a Spa- 
nish vessel,  outward  bound,  having  arrived  at  Key 
West,  was  taken  out  of  his  station  and  the  voyage 
broken  up,  by  order  of  our  American  consul,  N.  P. 
Trist.  Capt.  Howell  was  obliged  to  return  to  his 
Spanish  owners  at  Havana,  and  give  the  particulars 
of  the  outrageous  proceedings  of  the  consul.  It  be- 
came notorious,  and  reflected  severely  on  the  illegal 
conduct  of  Trist.  One  day,  capt.  Howell  w'as  pub- 
licly speaking  of  the  matter,  in  the  American  Cof- 
fee House  at  Havana,  when  a young  Frenchman, 
(pimp  to  Trist,  and  who  is  a spy  upon  the  ship- 
masters and  Americans  there),  heard  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  Americans,  at  the  base  treatment  capt. 
Howell  had  suffered  from  our  cousul.  It  went  to 
Trist’s  ears,  and  capt.  Howell  was  immediately  se- 
duced to  the  prison  gates,  and  then  incarcerated  in 
a cell.  He  remained  in  his  dungeon  about  six 
months,  and  was  liberated  last  February.  His  own- 
ers (Catalans)  commenced  a suit  against  Trist  for 
breaking  up  the  voyage,  stating  their  damages  at 
$20,000; — and  capt.  Howell  commenced  a suit,  for 
damages,  &c.  arising  from  unlawful  imprisonment, 
for  $10,000.  Trist  was  obliged  to  give  a statement 
of  the  case  to  our  government  at  Washington,  and 
he  received  the  censure  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  with  orders 
not  to  interfere  with  the  regulations  of  Spanish  ma- 
ritime customs.  But  Trist  had  gone  too  far;  he  libe- 
rated capt.  Howell,  and  hoped  the  matter  would 
drop — but  the  suit  continued;  and  by  recent  advices 
from  Havana,  we  learn  that  the  plaintiffs  were  suc- 
cessful.— The  Spanish  courtdeclared  that  Trist  had 
exceeded  the  bounds  of  his  authority,  and  was  lia- 
ble for  damages  arising  thereform.  Trist  must  sign 
the  documents,  and  he  will,  I trust  feel  the  odium 
that  it  must  reflect  upon  him. 

It  now  remains  to  be  seen  whether  Trist  has  any 
funds  to  pay  the  damages.  He  has  been  unwell 
ever  since  the  verdict  was  given — mortification  at 
this  signal  defeat  is  the  disease. 

There  are  many  instances  in  which  Trist  has 
abandoned  his  consulate  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
protection  of  the  Americans,  and  appeared  against 
them,  in  the  low  and  villanous  character  of  an  ene- 
my. There  is  something  of  so  base  a nature  in  the 
character  of  the  man,  that  these  acts  are  in  complete 
harmony  with  his  principles;  and  Americans  who 
have  resided  some  time  in  Havana,  no  longer  won- 
der at  the  tricks  of  his  villany. 

Last  winter  a young  man  came  passenger  in  a 
brig  to  Havana,  and  the  morning  after  his  arrival 
appeared  before  the  consul,  stating  that  his  trunk 
had  been  broken  open,  and  he  was  robbed  of  $400. 
Trist  sent  the  Spanish  soldiers  after  the  captain,  and 
thrust  him  into  prison.  There  was  no  evidence  of 
any  robbery,  and  the  captain  enjoyed  the  highest 
reputation  among  his  fellow  countrymen. 

On  questioning  the  passenger,  suspicions  were 
raised  regarding  him,  and  capt.  P’s  innocence  was 
manifest.  The  Americans  raised  a subscription 
and  liberated  the  captain.  The  passenger  applied 
to  captain  Babbitt,  of  the  Boston,  then  at  Havana, 
for  passage  to  the  states;  and  in  his  usually  genero- 


sity, he  was  about  granting  it,  when  his  officers, 
getting  a statement  of  the  case,  laid  it  before  him, 
and  capt.  Babbitt  turned  him  over  to  his  “adviser,” 
the  consul. 

The  notorious  case  of  insult,  and  abandonment  of 
American  protection  to  purser  Southall,  by  Trist, 
subjects  him  to  the  severest  censure  of  all  the  Ame- 
ricans at  home  and  abroad. 

Purser  Southall  was  on  his  way  to  the  masquerade 
ball,  on  an  evening  in  March  last,  and  when  near 
the  theatre,  he  was  charged  upon  by  a dragoon,  and 
received  a wound  in  his  neck.  He  was  without  his 
arms,  and  had  only  a supplejack,  or  stick,  for 
amusement.  He  looked  upon  his  life  as  sought  for 
by  an  assassin,  and  being  without  the  means  of  de- 
fence, he  nobly  bared  his  heart  to  the  horseman, 
and  standing  erect  as  a pillar,  told  him — “he  was 
an  American! — that  he  was  unarmed,  and  if  he  was 
going  to  kill  him,  to  aim  at  his  heart — fori  know,” 
cried  the  purser,  “my  country  will  avenge  my 
death!”  The  horseman  charged  upon  him  again, 
and  the  purser  received  a severe  wound  in  the 
hand. 

Many  now  thronged  around,  and  the  purser  was 
borne  off  his  feet,  by  his  friends  to  the  theatre.  The 
lieutenant  of  the  island  took  his  name  and  promised 
him  satisfaction.  In  the  morning  captain  Babbitt 
called  upon  the  captain  general,  and  demanded  sa- 
tisfaction. Various  documents  passed  between  them, 
and  in  two  weeks  the  Boston  sailed  tor  Pensacola, 
having  only  the  promise  of  indemnity. 

The  Boston  returned  to  Havana  in  about  five 
weeks  or  less,  and  the  demand  was  renewed.  A tri- 
bunal was  held,  and  the  purser  was  summoned  to 
give  in  his  deposition.  He  demanded  the  presence 
of  the  American  consul,  and  it  was  refused;  he  in- 
sisted upon  it,  and  after  great  reluctance,  they  sent 
out  for  him — the  policemen  returned  in  two  hours, 
saying  they  could  not  find  him.  The  purser  stood 
to  his  rights,  and  refused  giving  in  any  statement 
without  the  presence  of  the  consul;  and  so  the  court 
finding  he  must  come,  sent  again  for  him. 

In  half  an  hour,  Trist  came  in,  and  petulently 
cried,  “Well,  sir,  and  what  do  you  want  of  me?” — 
“Your  duty  as  a consul!”  answered  the  purser.  “I 
can  do  nothing  for  you,”  said  the  consul — “you  will 
get  justice  here  if  you  want  it;”  and  then  bolted 
out  of  the  apartment.  Comment  on  such  conduct 
is  unnecessary.  The  case  has  gone  to  Washing- 
ton; and  1 ask  has  any  thing  been  done? 

AN  AMERICAN. 


FARMERS’  WIT. 

Editors  have  not  much  time  for  reading  agricul- 
tural essays,  and  seldom  trouble  themselves  there- 
anent,  unless  they  happen  to  be  fancy  farmers,  as 
cits  sometimes  are.  Turning  over  our  exchange 
papers  of  yesterday,  however,  we  found  (in  the 
“New  England  Farmer”)  the  reports  made  by  the 
committees  appointed  to  adjudge  the  merits  of  dif- 
ferent objects  at  the  last  exhibition  of  the  Worcester 
(Mass.)  Agricultural  society.  The  following,  which 
happened  to  catch  our  eye  in  roving  over  the  co- 
lumus  which  contain  these  reports,  being  a little  out 
of  the  regular  order  and  style  of  these  rural  compo- 
sitions, having  rather  amused  us,  may  also  be  Ac- 
ceptable to  our  readers.  [Nat.  Intel. 

Committee  on  sheep.  Joseph  Mason,  ( Terr-  ’ , . 

chairman.  The  committee  appoints’  r„ 
miums  on  sheep  respectfully  submit'  trie  fcffowiiur 
report:  s 

Like  the  shepherds  of  antiquity,  your  committee 
feel  themselves  honored  in  having  charge  of  a flock 
of  sheep.  We  have  never  felt  any  of  that  antipathy 
for  this  useful  and  inoffensive  animal,  which  induc- 
ed a distinguished  southern  gentleman  to  say  that 
he  would  go  a mile  out  of  his  way  to  kick  a sheep. 
On  the  contrary,  we  have  always  entertained  feel- 
ings of  kindness  towards  this  humble,  though  very 
warm,  friend  of  mankind.  Nor  do  we  feel  any  sheep- 
ishness in  acknowledging  our  dependent  relation  to 
them  as  the  receivers  of  their  cast  off  garments  to 
cover  our  nakedness  and  protect  us  from  the  cold. 

In  its  wild  or  savage  state,  the  sheep  is  said  to  be 
a bold,  courageous  and  fleet  animal,  able  to  oppose 
and  defend  itself  against  other  animals  of  its  own 
size,  or  to  escape  by  flight  from  those  of  superior 
strength.  It  is  a problem  that  has  not  yet  been 
solved,  how  the  art  of  man  should  so  change  its  na- 
ture and  deprive  it  of  its  natural  courage  and  bold- 
ness. As  an  explanation  of  this  paradox,  your  com- 
mittee will  merely  allude  to  the  fact,  that  the  an- 
cient shepherds  beguiled  the  hours,  while  tending 
their  flocks,  in  performing  on  the  harp  or  lyre  some 
soft  and  simple  strains  of  music;  which  fact  affords 
a complete  explanation,  according  to  a principle  laid 
down  by  the  celebrated  Montesquieu,  that  soft  and 
plaintive  music  diminishes  the  ferocity  and  boldness 
of  a people — unless,  indeed,  some  good  reason  can 
be  given  why  the  same  principle  will  not  apply  to 
sheep  which  that  learned  writer  has  applied  to  men. 
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It  would  be  a matter  of  .curious  inquiry  to  ascer- 
tain whether,  with  this  change  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  character  of  the  sheep,  there  has  been 
a corresponding  change  in  its  phrenological  deve- 
lopments. This  question  we  will  refer  to  the  phre- 
nologists, and  w'e  hope  that  some  of  them  will  ex- 
amine the  subject,  and  report  before  the  next  cattle 
show.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  there  will  be  found 
a great  depression  of  the  organ  of  destructiveness, 
and  an, unusual  elevation  of  the  organ  of  sheepishness 

A sheep  should  be  judged  of  like  a dandy,  by  the 
fineness  of  his  coat.  We  beg  pardon  of  the  sheep 
for  the  comparison — but  it  is  so  apt!  In  both  cases, 
the  coat  is  the  most  important  part  of  the  animal. 
What  is  a sheep  good  for  without  a fleece,  and  what 
is  a dandy  good  for  without  a coat? 

Some  of  the  sheep  examined  by  your  committee 
were  of  a superior  quality.  They  were  ot  different 
bloods  of  merino,  dishley  and  Saxony,  mixed  with 
that  of  the  native  sheep.  None,  however,  were 
presented  with  a golden  fleece,  like  that  which  Ja- 
son obtained  in  the  celebrated  Argonautic  expedi- 
tion; and  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that 
that  species  of  sheep  is  entirely  extinct;  at  least,  it 
is  unknown  in  the  county  of  Worcester.  We  think 
that  if  another  should  be  discovered  in  these  days, 
it  would  be  kept  to  perpetuate  the  stock,  instead  of 
being  sacrificed  to  either  Jupiter  or  Mars;  and  that 
enough  would  be  found  to  contend  for  the  fleece, 
even  though  guarded  by  the  bulls  with  brazen  hoofs 
and  horns,  and  the  armed  men  and  the  sleepless 
dragon. 

Your  committee  can  express  no  opinion  as  to  the 
best  mixtures  of  blood  for  the  wool  grower  to  ob- 
tain. That  must  be  determined  by  a variety  of  cir- 
cumstances. In  connexion  with  this  subject,  how- 
ever, we  will  mention  a very  excellent  suggestion 
of  a good  farmer’s  wife,  somewhere  in  Vermont, 
who,  having  been  put  to  some  inconvenience  to  pro- 
cure some  cotton  to  mix  with  her  wool  for  domestic 
manufacture,  advised  her  husband  to  get  a cotton 
ram,  so  that  they  might  have  cotton  and  wool  ready 
mixed,  from  their  own  flock. 

Your  committee  awarded  to  Thomas  W.  Ward 
the  premium  of  seven  dollars  for  the  best  merino 
ram.  No  other  ram  was  presented,  that,  by  the 
rules  of  the  society,  could  be  considered  as  his  com- 
petitor. Four  -Saxony  bucks  were  presented  by 
Rejoice  Newton,  esq.  of  Worcester;  but  as  no  pre- 
miumfs  offered  by  the  society  for  Saxony  bucks,  we 
can  merely  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that 
they  had  very  fine  wool  and  very  large  horns. 

The  best  merino  ewes  were  presented  by  ivRs.srs. 
Francis  Strong  and  Charles  Hadwin,  of  Worcester; 
and  your  committee  accordingly  awarded  to  them 
the  premium  of  eight  dollars,  which  .is  offered  by 
the  society.  The  premium  of  four  dollars  for  the 
next  best  merino  ewes,  was  awarded  to  William 
Thompson,  of  Oakham.  The  wool  of  these  ewes 
was  of  a very  superior  quality,  and ‘had  some  ap- 
rpearance  of  being  a mixture  of  merino  and  Saxony. 

The  only  mixed  merino  sheep  presented  for  a pre- 
mium were  five  ewes  belonging  to  Thos.  W.  Ward, 
df  Shrewsbury.  They  were  a mixture  of  merino 
and  Bakewell  breeds,  and,  both  on  account  of  their 
s ize  and  the  quality  of  the  wool,  entitled  the  owner, 
\\  ’ opinion  of  the  committee,  to  the  premium  of 

fi\  'e  dollars,  which  was  Sff  " ' ' "J-d  to  hiro. 

' The  premium  of  f-  '■'-’roingiy  native 

was  aw-  ' ^ve  dollars  for  the  best  n.^^ 
> * ided  to  Hollon  Maynard, 

. »is?li.repu 

enough  he  had  rather  a mutton  headed 


expression,  [ al;  but,  as 


fellow 


was,  on  the  whole,  a very  fine 


chard,  belonging  to  the  society  of  Shakers,  in  Har- 
vard; but  the  largest  and  best  of  the  three,  was  the 
one  presented  by  Edward  Warren,  of  Northboro’. 
He  had  no  horns,  but  his  tail  was  as  broad  as  a pil- 
low, and  would  do  admiiably  for  the  lambs  to  lay 
their  heads  on  when  they  lay  down  to  sleep;  there- 
fore, after  due  delibeiation,  the  committee  awarded 
to  Edward  Warren  the  premium  for  the  best  ram  of 
the  dishley  breed. 

Your  committee  did  not  award  to  any  one  the 
premium  for  the  two  best  ewes  of  the  dishley  breed. 
Two  sheep  were  presented  for  this  premium  by 
Jonathan  P.  Dana,  of  Oxford,  but  on  examination, 
we  were  of  opinion  that  they  were  a mixed  breed, 
and  had  but  little  dishley  blood  in  their  veins. 

Several  other  good  sheep  were  presented  for  ex- 
hibition. 

On  the  whole,  the  superior  quality  of  the  sheep 
presented  both  for  premiums  and  exhibition,  shows 
the  influence  which  this  society  lias  exerted  in  im- 
proving tile  bfeed  of  sheep,  as  well  as  the  general 
interest  among  the  farmers  on  this  subject. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  com- 
mittee, JOSEPH  MASON,  chairman. 

MANUFACTURING. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  kind  of  labor,  our  manu- 
facturers have  to  contend  against,  we  copy  the  fol- 
lowing article.  What  is  said  of  the  laborers  of 
Saxony,  is  more  or  less  true  of  those  of  the  whole 
of  Europe,  indeed  of  the  old  world  generally. 

The  manufactures  of  Saxony.  The  cotton  manu- 
facture of  Saxony  has  already  become  of  twice  the 
extent  that  it  had  reached  before  the  union;  while 
the  linen  and  woollen  manufactures  of  that  country 
have  not  experienced  any  increase.  The  reasons 
for  this  difference  is,  that  the  persons  engaged  in 
the  latter,  which  are  more  ancient  branches  of  in- 
dustry in  Saxony,  are  so  tar  “protected”  that  it  is 
necessary  to  serve  a regular  apprenticeship,  and  to 
obtain  admission  into  the  guilds  or  corporations  es- 
tablished in  the  manufacturing  towns  before  any 
man  is  allowed  to  carry  on  the  business;  while  the 
recent  established  cotton  manufacture  is  without  re- 
striction or  regulation  of  any  kind,  so  that  any  per- 
son who  can  purchase  or  hire  a loom  is  at  liberty  to 
become  a cotton  weaver. 

The  manufactures  are  greatly  encouraged  by  the 
miserably  low  wages  in  Saxony.  It  is  stated  on  the 
best  authority,  that  in  October,  1837,  a man  em- 
ployed on  his  loom,  working  very  diligently  from 
Monday  morning  until  Saturday  night,  from  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning  until  dusk,  and  even  attimes 
with  a lamp,  his  wife  assisting  him  in  finishing  and 
taking  iiitP  the  work,  could  not  possibly  earn  more 
than  20  groschen  (2s.  Cd.  sterling)  per  week;  and 
that  another  man  who  .had  three  children  aged  12 
years  and  upwards,  all  working  at  the  loom  as  well 
as  himself,  with  his  wife  employed  in  doing  up  the 
work,  could  not  earn  in  the  whole  more  than  one 
dollar,  40  groschen,  (5s.  4d.)  weekly. 

The  wretched  manner  in  which  the  poor  classes 
jp  that  country  subsist  may  be  inferred  from  the 
facts  exhibited  by  official  statistical  returns,  that 
the  annual  consumption  of  meat,  in  the  principal 
manufacturing  districts,  including  the  town  of 
Chemnitz,  does  not  average  more  than  2S  pour'’ 
for  each  individual  of  the  population,  and  te 
least  one  half  of  this  quantity  consists  of  - :‘at  a 
this  provision  were  equally  divided  anrr 
tire  number  of  inhabitants, it  would  a-  jnSst  tne  en‘ 
lv  more  than  half  a pound  week'  ->°unt  toscarce- 
the  actual  disV  .y  for  each  indivdu- 
- .ibution  is,  oi  course, 


and  did  no  | very  different  from 


i 

bv  our  plucking  a lock  of  wool  from  his  side,  an  ex 

amination  of  which  satisfied  the  committee  that, 

stead  of  being  purely  native,  lte  had  some  ’mixed 

blood.  , • . , 

A native  buck  was  presented  by  Daniel  Tenney, 
esq.  of  Sutton,  and  also  by  Joshua  Eveleth^  of 


Princeton,  but,  though  good,  they  were  unequal  to 
that  of  Mr.  Pratt.  , , , 

Daniel  Tenney,  esq.  of  Sutton,  presented  four 
native  ewes,  and  no  olhers  being  presented,  your 
committee  had  no  hesitation  in  awarding  to  him  the 

premium  of  four  dollars.  r 

* There  were  two  claimants  for  the  premium  for 
the  best  native  wethers.  Those  presented  by  Coo- 
ledo-e  Pratt,  of  Oxford,  were  very  fine;  but,  after 
some  debate,  and  much  grave  consideration,  the 
committee  resolved  that  the  two  native  wethers  of 
John  Whitney,  of  Princeton,  were  the  best,  and 
therefore  siwarded  to  him  the  premium  of  three  dol- 

^ Three  rams  of  the  dishley  breed  were  presented 
fpr  premiqm— two  very  clever  ones,  by  Seth  Blan- 


'--v  , it  is  very  probable  there 

are  many  among  ^boring  artisans  who  rarely,  if 
ever,  taste  am fQ0C]  The  qUantity  of  cotton 
hosiery  ina  Jn  Saxony  has  increased  immensely  of 
late,  an^  trom  its  cheapness  has  not  only  secured 
t,ie  monopoly  of  the  markets  afforded  throughout 
the  union,  but  has  also  been  shipped  largely  to  the 
United  States  to  the  exclusion,  so  far,  of  the  goods 
made  at  Nottingham.  It  may  be  stated,  On  the  re- 
spectable authority  already  quoted,  that  cotton 
gloves  are  furnished  by  the  Saxon  manufacturers  as 
low  as  six  groschei),  or  9d.  sterling  per  dozen 
pairs.  Stockings  at  one  dollar  or  3s.  per  dozen. — 
Stout  cotton  caps  which  are  worn  by  the  carmen 
and  common  people  in  that  part  of  Germany,  hav- 
ing stripes  in  six  different  colors  upon  a black 
ground  cost  12  groschen  per  dozen,  or  1-Jd.  sterling 
each. 

These  low  prices  are  not  the  results  of  the  same 
cause  which  has  gradually  reduced  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction in  this  country.  Hitherto  the  machinery 
used  in  Saxony  has  been  of  the  commonest  sort,  so 
that  the  cheapness  of  the  manufactured  goods  has 
been  owing  to  tile  low  rates  of  wages,  a rate  which 
compels  the  artisans  to  labor  long  and  diligently,  in 
order  to  ensure  for  their  families  the  scantiest  sup- 
ply of  the  most  common  necessaries  of  life.  The 
capital  of  the  English  manufacturer,  which  em- 


powers him  to  employ  the  most  perfect  machinery, 
joined  to  his  greater  experience,  has  hitherto  ena- 
bled him  tocompete  successfully  in  most  branches  of 
skilled  labor,  but  these  advantages  cannot  be  long  re- 
tained in  competition  with  greatly  reduced  wages. 
The  profits  which  the  Saxon  manufactures  are 
thence  enabled  to  realize  will  speedly  lead  to  the  in- 
troduction of  improvements  that  will  place  our  dear- 
er processes  at  a still  greater  disadvantage,  and  as  it 
is  any  thing  but  desirable  that  we  should  retain  our 
present  relative  position  through  the  increasing 
hardship  of  our  operative  weavers,  there  appears  to 
be  but  one  course  open  to  us,  in  order  to  avert  the 
evil — that  of  still  further  liberalizing  our  commer- 
cial system,  and  especially  of  lessening  the  cost  of 
the  prime  necessaries  of  life  by  abolishing  all  re- 
strictions upon  the  important  one  of  food. 

The  want  of  capital,  which  has  hitherto  been  the 
chief  obstacle  to  the  still  greater  extension  of  the 
cotton  manufacture  in  Saxony,  would,  in  time  be 
remedied  by  tile  successful  operation  of  the  existing 
establishments;  but  the  manufacturers  in  that  coun- 
try, unwilling  to  wait  for  so  gradual  a develop- 
ment of  their  resources,  have  had  recourse  to  the 
expedient  of  establishing  joint  stock  companies. — 
The  total  capital  of  associations  of  this  character 
that  have  been  recently  formed,  and  which  are  now 
proceeding  to  the  accomplishment  of.  their  vari- 
ous objects  amounted  in  October,  1837,  to  nearly 
$13,000,000,  (about  £2,000,000  sterling) — a large 
sum  for  that  country,  and  the  greater  part  of  which 
is  furnished  by  the  bankers  and  other  capitalists  of 
Leipsic.  [ English  paper. 

ISLAND  OF  CANDIA. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  our 
readers  the  following  most  interesting  sketch,  from 
the  pen  of  a distinguished  fellow  citizen,  now 
minister  at  the  court  ot  France,  the  honorable  Lewis 
Cass. 

It  was  on  the  29th  July,  1837,  that  emerging 
from  the  beautiful  group  of  the  Cyclades,  we  ap- 
proached tile  ancient  kingdom  of  Minos.  We  had 
run  down  from  Constantinople  with  a favorite 
breeze  and  delightful  weather,  and  had  passed  the 
various  isles  and  islets  which  “crown”  this  glori- 
ous “deep,”  and  which  have  been  theatres  of  events 
that  will  forever  render  them  celebrated  in  the  an- 
nals of  mankind.  All  of  them  are  small  specks, 
hardly  distinguishable  upon  the  map  of  the  world, 
and  some  ot  them  are  mere  rocks;  but  there  is  a 
deathless  interest  attached  to  them,  which  time 
cannot  annihilate,  and  which  will  survive  all  the 
revolutions  social  or  political,  they  are  destined  to 
undergo.  The  sentiment  is  a generous  rribute  to 
the  dignity  of  human  nature.  It  is  -Il0t  wealth,  nor 
power,  nor  numbers,  which  imr-jSe  Up0n  the  ima- 
gination. It  is  none  of  the  g£/nor  the  memory  of 
these,  which  bring  the  transatlantic  pilgrim,  from 
the  bustle  and  busi-jess  an(j  enterprise  of  a new 
world,  to  contem>-’(ate  t[lese  scenes  of  former  civili- 
zation and  of  ‘ ent  decay.  No!  he  renders  his 
homage  to  a n((b|er  idol!— to  the  memory,  genius, 
y,  advancement  in  civilization,  progress  in 
arts  and  sciences,  and  the  cultivation  ot  what- 
ever can  best  promote  the  interests  ot  human 
nat_ure. 

We  had  passed  by  Lemnos,  Tenedos,  Mitylene, 
the  ancient  Lesbos,  Scio,  Delos,  Syra  or  Syros, 
Paros  and  the  various  other  islands,  which  deck 
these  seas,  and  whose  names  and  history  are  fa- 
miliar to  the  reader;  and  we  had  stopped  at  several 
of  them  to  examine  their  condition  and  to  run  over 
their  interesting  remains:  The  compression,  if  we 
may  so  speak,  of  sciences  and  events  within  a nar- 
row compass;  and  the  powerful  emotions  which 
this  short  voyage  is  calculated  to  execute,  may  be 
appreciated  by  this  striking  fact,  that  at  one  point 
of  our  passage,  we  had  in  view  at  the  same  moment, 
Svra,  Tinos,  Andros,  Delos,  Mycone,  Naxos,  Paros, 
Anliparos,  Siphanto  and  Serpho.  We  had  passed 
in  the  distance  of  the  island  of  Patinos,  the  resi- 
dence of  St.  John,  and,  if  not  the  scene  ot  the  re- 
velations made  to  him,  the  place  where  he  wrote 
the  Apocalypse  which  recorded  them. 

Our  own  internal  seas  present  masses  of  water  as 
large  and  some  of  them  larger,  than  this  “Egean 
deep,”  and  abound  with  picturesque  objects,  al- 
most unrivalled  in  the  world.  The  entrance  into 
Lake  Superior,  with  the  shores  embosomed  in  woods, 
the  high  lands  gradually  opening  and  receding  on 
each  side,  and  the  water  as  clear  as  crystal,  extend- 
ing beyond  the  reach  of  the  eye,  forms  one  of  the 
mSst  striking  displays  of  natural  beauties  it  has 
ever  fallen  to  our  lot  to  witness.  And  a scene  al- 
most equally  impressive,  though  of  a different 
character,  attends  the  traveller  who  crosses  the 
small  arm  of  Lake  Huron  between  the  island  oi 
Michilimackinae  and  the  entrance  of  the  strait  ot 
St.  Marie,  which  communicate  with  Lake  Superioi . 


industr' 
the 


One  blight  summer  morning 


vve  found  ourselves 
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making  this  passage,  and  as  the  sun  displayed  his 
disk  above  the  water  which  surrounded  us,  we  were 
surprised  by  a singular  interesting  spectacle.  We 
were  accompanied  by  a fleet  of  three  hundred  In- 
dian canoes,  which  had  left  Michilimackinac  in 
the  night,  in  order  to  make  the  passage,  before  the 
wind — which  strengthens  as  the  day  advances — 
should  render  the  voyage  dangerous,  for  the  trail 
birch  vessels  in  which  they  navigate  the  rivers  and 
lakes  and  furnish  them  with  so  much  of  their  sub- 
sistence. These  Indians  had  made  their  usual  an- 
nual visit  to  Michilimackinac,  to  sell  their  peltries 
and  procure  supplies  of  ammunition  and  clothing, 
and  to  talk  over  their  public  affairs  with  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  government  stationed  there,  at  that 
time  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  to  whose  worth  as  a citizen, 
and  to  whose  exemplary  conduct  as  a public  ofiicer, 
we  are  happy  to  have  this  opportunity  of  bearing 
testimony.  They  were  returning  in  high  spirits, 
having  with  them  all  their  families,  as  it  is  the 
usual  custom  of  the  Indians  in  these  excursions, 
and  having  also  a supply  of  the  articles  most  neces- 
sary to  enable  them  to  contend  with  the  hardships 
incident  to  their  mode  of  life.  The  lake  was  per- 
fectly smooth,  the  Indians  animated  paddling  with 
their  utmost  energy  and  singing  their  various  songs, 
with  a strength  of  lungs  which  sent  these  far  over 
the  water.  The  whole  display  was  full  of  life,  and 
we  recall  it  with  the  most  pleasant  emotions.  But 
these  scenes  upon  our  Indian  border,  whether  still 
or  animated,  are  feeble  in  their  effects  upon  the 
human  mind,  when  compared  with  the  impressions 
produced  in  the  theatre  where  vve  were  now  moving. 
Distance,  however,  no  where  lends  enchantment  to 
the  view  more  than  here.  But  the  nakedness  of  re- 
ality comes  painfully  to  destroy  some  of  these  delu- 
sions on  a near  approach.  All  these  islands  are 
destitute  of  timber,  naked  as  a vast  prairie,  but 
without  one  other  point  of  resemblance.  They' 
are  generally  rocky,  broken  by  ravines,  and  to  the 
eye  nothing  can  appear  more  sterile.  The  mode 
of  culture,  when  they  are  cultivated,  is  slovenly', 
the  inhabitants  indolent,  the  houses  mean  and  dirty, 
and  towns  and  villages  in  a state  of  decay,  and  yet 
we  visit  them  with  the  deepest  interest.  We  visit 
them  for  what  they  have  been,  and  in  spite  of  what 
they  are. 

One  of  the  most  renowned  is  the  little  islet  of 
Delos,  or  rather  the  two  morsels  of  rock  and  earth 
known  under  that  name,  but  separated  by  a nar- 
row channel,  furnishes  the  most  striking  illustra- 
tion of  these  remarks  and  the  most  complete  pic- 
ture of  desolation,  which  even  these  regions  ex- 
hibit. In  our  lonely  walk  amid  its  ruins,  we  did 
not  meet  a single  human  being.  What  a contrast 
between  this  almost  frightful  solitude  and  its  former 
condition,  when  it  was  Idled  up  by  busy  crowds 
which  inhabited  it,  or  which  continually  flocked 
to  it  to  worship  at  its  te.mples,  as  the  Jews  went  up 
to  Jerusalem  to  render  their  devotions  to  the  liv- 
ing God! 

The  sanctity  of  this  chosen  spot,  is  one  of  the 
facts  best  known  in  the  history  of  ancient  manners. 
It  was  the  birth  place  of  Appollo  and  Diana,  and  it  is 
there,  their  famous  temples  were  dedicated  respec- 
tively to  the  brother  and  sisters  and  to  their  mother 
Latona.  Their  ruins  yet  attest  the  extent  and  splen- 
dor of  these  edifices;  to  the  constructions  and  es- 
tablishment of  which  the  various  states  of  Greece 
contributed  with  a generous  spirit  of  rivalry,  evinc- 
ing the  liberality  of  their  disposition  and  t tie  ardor 
ot  theirreligious  faith.  The  island  was  holy  ground, 
a place  of  refuge,  where  even  enemies  were  friends 
when  they  met  upon  it.  Livy  relates  an  interest- 
ing anecdote  upon  this  subject.  A commission  of 
Roman  deputies  going  to  Syra  and  Egypt  were 
compelled  to  stop  at  Delos,  where  they  found  a 
number  of  galleys  belonging  to  the  king3  of  Mace- 
donia and  Pergamos  at  anchor,  although  these  two 
princes  were  then  at  war.  The  historian  adds,  that 
the  Romans,  Macedonians  and  Pergamians,  met  and 
conversed  in  the  temple,  as  though  they  had  been 
friends.  The  sanctity  of  the  place  suspended  all 
hostilities. 

In  like  -manner,  when  the  victorious  Persian 
squadrons  swept  the  Grecian  seas,  and  landed  de- 
tachments; which  ravaged  the  other  islands,  the 
commander  spared  Delos,  and  even  reproached  the 
inhabitants  for  having  quitted  it  upon  his  approach, 
adding,  “why  have  you  quilted  your  dwellings,  and 
thus  marked  the  bad  opinion  you  have  of  me?  1 
am  not  your  enemy  by  choice — and  besides  I am 
ordered  by  my  king  not  to  commit  hostilities  in  a 
country  where  two  divinities  were  born,  and  to  use 
no  violence  towards  those  who  inhabit  it. — Return 
then,  and  resume  possession  of  your  houses  and 
lands!” 

And  in  this  island,  thus  venerated,  vve  saw,  not 
the  marbles  actually  in  the  process  of  being  burnt 
into  lime,  but  the  piits  where  the  lime  had  been 
made,  and  where,  perhaps,  some  of  the  most  beau- 


tiful works  of  antiquity  had  been  prepared  to  form 
the  mortar  for  a miserable  cottage.  It  is  said,  that 
heretofore  the  inhabitants  of  Mycome  rented  this 
island  from  the  Turkish  government  at  the  annual 
price  of  ten  crowns!  Such  a picture  admits  no  other 
trait. 

As  the  last  island  of  the  zEgean  group  sunk  in 
the  horizon,  Crete  rose  before  us,  extending  east 
and  west  and  presenting  its  diversified  shores  to  our 
view.  The  aspect  was  rugged,  and  the  coast  pre- 
cipitous and  iron  bound,  while  in  the  interior  arose  a 
range  of  mountains  upon  whose  summits  the  clouds 
were  resting.  We  steered  for  the  bay  of  Suda,  and 
entered  it  without  accident,  mooring  our  noble  fri- 
gate in  its  quiet  waters. 

This  bay  is  one  of  the  most  magnificent  ports  in 
the  world,  stretching  inland  about  six-miles,  with 
a breadth  of  three,  capacious  enough  to  contain  the 
most  powerful  navy,  and  with  sufficient  depth  of 
water  for  any  vessel  that  floats.  Its  entrance  is 
narrow,  and  divided  by  two  small  islands,  on  one  of 
which  is  a little  fortress,  completely  commanding 
the  approach.  We  were  told  that  the  commanding 
officer  was  a bo-viviant,  who  loved  wine  better  than 
the  Koran;  and  that  the  captain  of  one  of  our  armed 
vessels,  who  was  desirous  of  entering  the  harbor, 
but  who  was  prevented  by  the  new  quarantine  re- 
gulations, which  Mehemet  Ali  has  recently  adopt- 
ed, found  his  way  to  the  Egyptian’s  heart  through 
a bottle  of  champagne,  who,  disregarding  the  fear 
of  the  pleague  and  the  fear  of  the  pasha,  dispensed 
with  sanitary  precautions  and  admitted  his  new 
friend  to  pratique  without  hesitation.  Whatever 
opinion  may  be  entertained  respecting  the  progress 
of  the  Turks  in  the  manners  of  the  western  Euro- 
peans in  other  respects,  there  is  none  in  this,  that 
the  higher  classes  are  fast  acquiring  the  habit  of 
drinking  wine,  and  some  of  them  a much  stronger 
liquid.  The  penchant  of  the  late  sultan  for  this  in- 
dulgence, was  well  known  through  the  empire,  and 
could  not  fail  to  produce  by  its  example  a power- 
ful influence.  Ibrahim  pasha  is  a confirmed  toper; 
and  if  we  should  use  a harsher  word,  we  would 
probably  convey  to  our  readers  a still  jnster  idea  of 
the  extent  to  which  he  carries  this  habit.  In  Da- 
mascus, we  found  the  table  of  the  governor  general 
of  Syria  loaded  with  wine;  and  his  confidential 
fiiendand  physician,  aFrench  gentlemen, observed, 
significantly  and  jocosely,  that  his  patron  had  fifteen 
thousand  books  in  his  library.  We  did  not  need 
the  arch  look,  which  accompanied  these  words  to 
enable  us  to  correct  the  errata;  for  books  read  bot- 
tles of  wine. 

Still  this  practice  is  neither  altogether  general 
nor  public  and  we  found  that  much  prejudice  was 
excited  against  those  who  indulged  themselves  too 
freely  and  openly.  A respectable  French  officer, 
high  in  the  confidence  of  the  pasha,  has  renounced 
Christianity  and  embraced  the  Moslem  faith.  We 
found  him  in  command  of  the  ancient  city  of  Sidon, 
and  he  is  at  this  moment  the  second  officer  in  the 
army  of  Ibrahim  pasha,  which  is  defending  the  en- 
trance of  Syria  against  the  Turks.  His  new  reli- 
gion must  sit  lightly  upon  him,  and  the  devout 
Mussulmen  do  not  appear  to  have  much  confidence 
in  the  faith  of  their  proselyte.  What  sort  of  a fol- 
lower of  the  prophet  can  he  be?  said  they;  he  never 
goes  to  the  mosque;  he  drinks  wine  and  eats  pork. 
The  days  of  Turkish  fanaticism  are  indeed  past. 
The  time  has  been  and  not  long  since,  when  his  tur- 
ban would  not  have  protected  his  neck  from  the 
scimitar  or  the  bowstring. 

The  entrance  of  the  bay  of  Suda,  is  from  the  east 
and  beyond  is  a high  projecting  point,  which  com- 
pletely shelters  it  from  the  sea.  To  the  north  and 
the  south  are  rugged  hills,  but  to  the  west  tire  break 
between  the  ridges  continues  and  forms  a level 
valley,  which  opens  in  about  two  miles  at  the  city 
of  Canea.  There  are  two  small  villages  upon  the 
bay,  occupying  the  declivity  of  the  southern  range 
of  hills.  The  scenery  is  not  uninteresting,  relieved 
by  little  orchards  of  olive  trees,  that  precious  gift 
of  Providence,  whose  production  is  so  essential  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  east.  The  plain  leading  to 
Canea  is  covered  with  a light  sandy  soil,  and 
abounds  in  water,  which  might  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  irrigating  the  crops,  but  which  is  al- 
most wholly  neglected.  There  are  some  villages 
upon  the  route,  and  traces  of  a considerable  popula- 
tion. 

Canea  occupies  the  site  of  the  ancient  Cydonia, 
the  mother  city  of  the  island,  renowned  for  its  pow- 
er and  opulence,  and  which  was  the  theatre  of  many 
interesting  events  in  the  history  of  Crete.  But  the 
modern  town  extends  over  a small  part  oply  of  the 
ancient  one. 

It  is  not  the  political  capital  of  the  island,  but  it 
is  the  place  ol  the  greatest  commerce — and  this 
pre-eminence  it  owes  to  its  position  in  the  most  fer- 
tile region,  to  its  port,  where  vessels  of  three  hun- 
dred tons  can  enter,  and  to  its  vicinity,  being  within 


two  miles  of  the  bay  of  Suda,  which  affords  safe 
anchorage  to  the  largest  3hips. 

It  was  formerly  strongly  fortified  by  the  Veni- 
tians,  but  a portion  ofthe  works  haveffieen  demolish- 
ed, ami  another  portion  is  in  a state  of  dilapidation. 
This  neglect  is  of  the  less  importance,  as  it  is  pro- 
bable the  future  possession  of  the  island  will  depend 
more  upon  the  decision  oi'diplomacy  than  upon  mili- 
tary expeditions. 

The  harbor  is  small  and  obstructed  by  ruins,  and 
not  safe  in  a northern  gale.  The  buildings  are  old 
and  in  a state  of  decay,  and  every  thing  shows  that 
the  hand  of  oppression  has  weighed  heavily  upon 
the  wretched  population. 

Mehemet  Ali  has  established  a rigid  police 
throughout  this  dominions.  Whoever  possesses  suf- 
ficient knight  errantry  to  seek  dangers,  either  for. the 
sake  of  recording  them,  or  from  any  higher  motive, 
would  waste  his  time  if  he  stopped  in  either  of  the 
provinces  subjected  to  the  sway  of  the  Egytian  pa- 
sha. He  chooses  to  be,  through  hiinselfor  his  agents, 
the  only  oppressor  in  his  government;  apart,  indeed, 
which  he  fulfills  with  admirable  ability.  But  the 
traveller  is  safe,  not  only  in  his  person,  but  he  is 
generally  protected  from  imposition  and  extortion. 
In  traversing  the  island  of  Crete,  he  would  have  no- 
thing to  fear  but  the  usual  casualties  of  a journey  and 
the  fatigues  to  which  he  would  be  exposed  by  the 
state  of  the  country  and  the  manners  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

From  the  bay  of  Suda  we  sailed  down  the  coast, 
passing  Retimo,  the  third  city  in  importance,  after 
Cadia  and  Canea,  in  the  island.  It  was  a place  of 
much  distinction  in  the  time  of  the  Venitians,  and 
it  is  filled  with  the  evidences  of  their  power  and 
wealth  in  every  state  of  decay.  It  stands  upon  a 
low  cape,  but  its  harbor  is  not  well  sheltered,  and 
the  mole  which  formed  it  has  been  almost  destroy- 
ed. The  channel  has  been  so  filled  up  with  an  ac- 
cumulation of  sand,  that  no  vessel  drawing  more 
than  thirty  Ions  can  enter.  Those  of  laro-ertonuave 
must  remain  in  an  open  roadstead. 

The  population  is  about  eight  thousand,  and  its 
commerce  is  principally  carried  on  with  Greece  and 
the  islands  of  the  Archipelago. 

When  we  arrive  at  Candia,  the  capital  of  the  is- 
land we  unfortunately  found  Mehemet  Ali  there, 
with  a part  of  his  fleet,  anchored  before  the  town. 
We  say  unfortunately,  because  he  had  just  given, 
in  his  own  person,  an  example  of  submission  to  his 
quarantine  regulations,  which  left  us  no  hope  of  a 
relaxation  in  our  favor,  as  we  had  visited  a suspected 
port  within  the  limited  period.  Not  having,  at  our 
disposition,  the  time  necessary  to  procure  admission, 
we  abandoned  the  island  and  bore  up  for  the  holy 
land. 

The  city  of  Candia  presents  rather  an  imposing 
aspect  from  the  sea.  In  its  rear  is  a range  of  moun- 
tains which  extend  through  the  island,  and  from 
amid  which  the  snow  covered  top  of  Ida  is  promi- 
nently distinguishable  from  the  rest  of  the  chain.  In 
the  distance,  the  city  is  thrown  with  beautiful  effect 
against  this  ridge,  though  in  fact  it  is  surrounded  by 
a considerable  plain.  The  mountains,  however, 
diminish  much  in  height  and  (he  chain  is  almost  in- 
terrupted, so  that  the  gaps  furnish  convenient  routes 
for  traversing  the  island  from  north  to  south.  The 
plain  extends  to  the  base  of  the  ridge  from  which 
Ida  projects. 

The  city  contains  about  twelve  or  fourteen  thou- 
sand inhabitants.  It  has  a mole  and  a small  port 
for  vessels  of  light  burthen;  but  for  those  of  greater 
deplh  of  water,  it  affords  no  protection  but  an  open 
roadstead.  It  presents  the  aspect  of  an  old  Ve.ni- 
tian  town,  rather  than  that  of  a Turkish  one.  The 
streets  are  wide  and  paved,  but  in  a rough  manner. 
There  are  some  fountains,  and  occasionally  rows  of 
trees,  whiclrproduce  an  agreeable  effect.  The  forti- 
tificutions  are  nearly  in  the  state  the  Venitians  left 
them,  somewhat  repaired,  in  the  most  necessary 
places,  but  generally  dilapidated.  The  guns  are  old 
and  apparently  unserviceable,  almost  as  dangerous 
to  the  possessors  as  to  their  enemies  The  bazars  are 
tolerably  well  supplied,  and  on  the  whole  there  is 
an  agreeable  air  of  business  and  neatness  in  the  city, 
presenting  a favorite  contrast  to  the  general  aspect 
of  Turkish  towns. 

The  island  of  Candia  extends  about  one  hundred 
and  sixty  miles  Irom  east  to  west,  and  about  thirty 
from  north  to  south  in  its  widest  part.  It  is  divid- 
ed by  a ridge  of  mountains,  running  longitudinally 
through  the  island,  and  separating  the  northern  from 
the  southern  part.  Towards  the  centre,  this  rido-e 
is  less  elevated  and  precipitous,  and  communications 
from  one  coast  to  the  other  have  been  easily  estab- 
lished; but  elsewhere  the  passage  is  more  difficult, 
and  the  aspect  of  the  interior  more  savage.  The 
roads  or  rather  passes,  have  been  wholly  neglected, 
arid  now  tedious  and  dangerous.  Wheel  carriages 
are  unknown,  and  the  transportation  of  the  produc- 
i tions  to  the  coast  forms  an  important  portion  of  their 
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cost  to  the  purchaser.  Frequently  the  solid  masonry 
ol'  the  old  Venitian  bridges  has  survived  the  roads 
they  were  intended  to  connect,  and  evince  the  former 
flourishing  condition  of  the  country.  There  are  no 
livers — the  streams  descending  from  the  mountains 
not  deserving  that  name — but  springs  and  rivulets 
are  abundant,  and  under  happier  auspices  might  be 
employed  in  irrigating  the  fields.  But  alas!  the  coun- 
try presents  almost  one  -scene  of  desolation.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  olive  is  a tree  of  slow 
growth,  requiring  many  years  to  reach  maturity  and 
to  produce  its  fruit.  The  ruthless  Turks  have  cut 
down  a large  portion  of  these  trees,  the  work  of  cen- 
turies, and  thus  extended  their  vengeance  to  succeed- 
ing generations.  We  found  the  same  result  else- 
where in  the  east,  wherever  in  fact  man  had  array- 
ed himself  against  man.  The  first  act  of  oppres- 
sion is  to  cut  down  the  olive  trees  around  a village, 
and  then  the  labor  of  destruction  is  almost  com- 
plete, for  the  miserable  hovels  are  not  worth  the 
trouble  of  demolition.  The  plain  from  Athens  to 
the  Piraeus  were  heretofore  a magnificent  olive 
orchard,  but  now  ils  superb  trees  have  almost  dis- 
appeared, leaving  scattered  individuals  to  attest  its 
former  magnificence.  With  a little  bread  and  a few 
olives  a Greek  soldier  perforins  his  duties  and  cheer- 
fully encounters  the  painful  marches  over  the  rug- 
ged paths  through  his  country.  And  the  Greek 
peasant  i3  happy,  if  he  can  provide  a scanty  supply 
of  this  favorite  food  for  his  wife  and  children.  We 
were  told  at  Alhens  of  a curious  division  of  property 
by  which,  frequently,  the  ground  belonged  to  one 
man,  the  tree  to  another,  and  the  product  to  the  third. 
We  w’ere  also  told  what  was  the  principal  by  which 
these  respective  rights  were  regulated  and  the  rent 
of  theowners  secured.  But  we  have  no  space  for 
its  development. 

About  twenty  miles  from  the  city  of  Candia,  at  the 
base  of  mount  Ida,  is  the  cavern  so  celebrated  under 
the  name  of  the  Labyrinth.  It  is  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  site  of  the  ancient  city  of  Gortyna,  whose  re- 
mains yet  attest  its  former  power  and  opulence. 
The  credulity  of  the  ancients  and  their  predisposi- 
tion to  the  marvelous,  are  in  nothing  more  remarka- 
ble than  in  the  fabulous,  recitals  concerning  this 
“Big  Cave,”  as  it  would  be  called  in  Kentucky, 
and  "the  exageration  of  many  modern  travellers  has 
been  scarcely  less  marked,  and  is  certainly  much 
less  excusable.  That  it  was  originally  a natural 
cavern  in  a soft  lime  stone  rork,  there  is  no  doubt. 
Many  of  the  chambers  and  passages  have  been  in- 
creased by  the  hand  of  man.  And  the  wonder  is 
not  that  this  should  have  been  done  and  this  sub- 
terranean asylum  occasionally  resorted  to  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  regions;  but  that  in  an 
enlightened  age,  doubts  should  have  been  elevated 
into  mysterjq  and  much  learned  charlatanism  em- 
ployed to  envelop  a very  plain  subject  with  difficul- 
ties. When  the  proximity  of  the  city  of  Gortyna  is 
recollected,  and  the  contests  in  which  it  was  involv- 
ed lor  ages,  together  with  the  general  state  of  in- 
security, which  has  often  prevailed  upon  this  island, 
what  more  natural  than  that  the  inhabitants  should 
occasionally  seek  refuge  for  themselves  and  their 
property  in  this  secluded  cavern,  so  difficult  to  be 
discovered  and  so  easy  to  be  defended;  or,  that  in  a 
succession  of  ages,  the  natural  fissures  in  the  rock 
should  have  been  enlarged,  and  the  whole  work 
rendered  more  capacious  and  more  comfortable?  We 
are  persuaded  that  this  is  the  natural  solution  of  all 
the  mystery  attending  this  subject.  As  to  the  story 
of  the  Labyrinth,  and  the  thousand  fables  connected 
with  it,  they  do  not  merit  a moments  serious  consi- 
deration, except  so  far  as  they  furnish  materials  for 
an  interesting  chapter  in  the  history  of  human  na- 
ture; evincing  on  the  one  hand  the  fertility  of  the 
imagination,  and,  on  the  other,  the  extent  to  which 
credulity  may  be  carried,  eitherin  an  implicit  belief 
in  a monstrous  fable,  or  in  a more  chastened  faith, 
seeking  the  materials  in  by-gone  events,  and  gravely 
endeavoring  to  account  for  the  violations,  not  only 
of  probability,  but  of  possibility,  by  combining  some 
allegorical  mystery  with  traditional  facts. 

One  cannot  but  be  struck  with  the  resemblance 
between  this  cavern,  and  those  to  be  found  in  the 
limestone  regions  of  Kentucky.  The  description  of 
the  former  is  absolutely  applicable  to  the  latter, 
leaving  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  they  owe 
their  origin  to  the  same  common  causes.  If  the 
traditions  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  Kentucky 
bad  been  preserved,  it  may  be  that  they  would  have 
furnished  us  a story  quite  as  interesting  as  the  ad- 
ventures of  Theseus  and  the  destruction  of  the 
Minotaur.  And  if  they  had  found  a record  as  last- 
ing and  as  beautiful  as  the  Roman  poet  has  be- 
queathed to  posterity,  we  might  not  have  envied  the 
Cretan  wonder  the  description  of  its 

“Parietibus  textum  coscis  iter,  ancipitemque 
Milleviis  habuisse  delum” 

In  the  time  of  the  Greeks. 


It  is  estimated'that  Crete  contained  twelve  hun- 
dred thousand  inhabitants.  In  the  mutation  of  its 
fortunes,  these  have  been  successively  reduced,  so 
that  under  the  government  of  the  Venitians,  they 
did  not  reach  one  million;  but  the  diminution  was 
frightfully  accelerated  by  the  Turkish  yoke,  which 
with  its  accustomed  destructive  power,  had  brought 
this  number  down  to  about  two  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  before  the  commencement  of  the  Greek 
revolution;  and  at  present  it  does  not  exceed  one 
hundred  and  seventy  thousand,  of  whom  one  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  are  Greeks  and  forty  thousand 
Mahometants.  The  state  of  the  population  in  for- 
mer ages  is  sufficiently  indicated  by  the  accounts 
which  are  given  of  its  hundred  cities 

“Centum  urbes  habitant  magnas” 

and  the  epithet  even  which  Homer  applies  to  it, 
“Creta  Hecatompolis,”  marks  the  progress  it  must 
have  made  at  that  early  period  in  the  elements  of 
wealth  and  power.  And  though  this  number  of  one 
hundred  may  have  been  rather  a round  one  than 
numerically  exact,  still  no  doubt  can  exist,  but  that 
there  were  a great  number  of  important  towns  in 
this  island  towards  the  commencement  of  the  au- 
thentic history.  Pliny,  after  enumerating  nearly 
Lventy  cities  upon  the  coast  and  as  many  in  the  in- 
terior, all  existing  in  this  time  adds,  that  the  me- 
mory of  sixty  others  was  still  preserved.  The  re- 
nown which  the  island  enjoyed  among  the  anc.ients, 
for  its  fertility  and  the  mildness  of  its  climate,  is 
well  born  out  by  these  evidences  of  its  adaptation  to 
the  support  of  a dense  population 

The  repulsive  effects  of  Turkish  conquest  upon 
the  countries  subdued  by  the  Mahometans,  is  one  of 
the  distinctive  traits  of  their  religious  and  social  in- 
stitutions. Among  other  nations  there  is  a slow  but 
gradual  tendency  towards  amalgamation  between 
the  invaders  and  the  invaded;  and  generally  in  a 
succession  of  ages,  the  peculiar  characteristics  of 
each  are  so  softened,  if  not  annihilated,  that  the  ori- 
ginal differences  disappear  and  cease  to  produce  any 
effect  upon  the  new  society. — Not  so  w’ith  the  fol- 
lowers of  Mahomet.  Their  fanaticism  never  slum- 
bers, and  their  religious  dogmas  raise  an  impassa- 
ble barrier  between  themselves  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  countries  overrun  by  them.  It  is  a cardinal 
principle,  not  only  of  their  policy  but  of  their  faith, 
that  all  the  people  they  subdue,  have  justly  forfeited 
their  lives;  and  it  is  a practical  corollary,  that  whe- 
ther these  shall  be  spared  or  not  is  a simple  question 
of  expediency.  The  English  law  is  not  the  only 
one  which  delights  in  fictions;  the  Turkish  code 
contains  at  least  one  of  these  subtle  contrivances, 
by  which  results  are  obtained  not  originally  contem- 
plated by  the  lawgiver.  When  the  conqueror  Rayahs 
are  freed  from  military  execution,  this  exertion  of 
Mussulman  mercy  is  not  a pardon  but  a reprief. 
The  penalty  always  hangs  over  them,  and  is  ran- 
somed frrSm  year  to  year  by  a tax,  constituting  a 
considerable  item  in  the  Turkish  budget.  Every 
person  in  the  Turkish  empire,  not  a Mahometan, 
pays  this  yearly  contribution,  under  the  pretence  of 
its  being  due  to  the  sultan  for  his  clemency  in  per- 
mitting the  infidel  dog  to  live  under  the  shadow  of 
his  throne  during  another  year. 

As  to  the  intermarriage  between  the  professors  of 
Moslemism  and  Christianity,  this  mode  of  uniting 
the  races  is  impossible,  because  every  such  union  is 
punishable  with  death,  and  the  most  sedulous  atten- 
tion seems  to  have  been  exerted  in  other  respects  to 
preserve  .the  same  system  of  separation.  The  Turk 
adopts  a peculiar  costume,  one,  which  till  lately, 
has  not  changed,  and  which  has  probably  been  un 
varied  since  the  days  of  Abraham;  and  he  pre- 
scribes, if  not  all  the  costume,  at  least  a part  of  it, 
which  his  conquered  subjects  shall  wear.  In  courts 
of  justice  the  Christain’s  statement  is  valueless,  and 
he  has  little  to  hope  from  a legal  controversy  with  a 
fellow  subject  of  the  favored  caste.  The  cardinal 
principal  of  the  Turkish  policy  seems  to  have  been, 
that  a Mahometan  is  made  to  govern  and  a Christian 
to  submit;  and  this  principle  has  been  carried  out 
in  all  the  various  form3  that  complicated  state  of  so- 
ciety presents.  We  say  has  been,  because  great 
changes  have  come  over  the  Turkish  institutions 
and  greater  yet  seem  to  be  in  progress. 

At  this  moment,  in  the  island  of  Crete,  the  con- 
dition of  the  Mahometans,  if  not  actually  worse 
than  that  of  the  Greeks,  promises  less  melioration. 
The  former  are  generally  all  poor,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a few  rich  agas.  Before  the  revolution  they 
vyere  janizaries,  and  were  maintained  by  their  pri- 
vileges and  by  the  taxes  and  extortion  wrung  from 
the  latter-  But  now  this  redoubtable  order  is  sup- 
pressed, anil  its  remains,  driven  to  their  own  resour- 
ces, are  barely  able  to  procure  the  necessaries  of 
life.  Their  number  is  in  a state  of  rapid  declension; 
while  the  Greeks,  relieved  from  some  of  the  oppres- 
sions which  weighed  them  down,  and  finding  their 
industry  better  rewarded,  anrj  tlteir  acquisitions  bet- 


ter protected,  are  gradually  advancing  in  improve- 
ment. Our  intelligent  informant  told  us,  that  four 
years  ago  scarcely  a house  was  standing  or  a field 
cultivated;  but  that  now  the  signs  of  prosperous  in- 
dustry began  to  meet  the  eye  of  the  traveller  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  island. 

The  principal  agricultural  product  of  Crete  is  the 
olive.  It  gives  the  most  profitable  return;  though, 
at  present  from  the  dearth  of  labor,  it  is  estimated 
that  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  olive  trees  are  neglect- 
ed; laborers  not  being  found  to  gather  the  fruit. 
Wheat  is  also  a staple  article,  but  unfortunately  the 
province  of  Messara,  heretofore  most  devoted  to  its 
culture,  was  one  of  the  districts  which  suffered  most 
from  the  revolution;  and  this  circumstance  with  the 
general  depression  of  agriculture,  has  led  to  such  a 
diminution  in  the  supply,  that  large  quantities  of  this 
article  have  been  imported  for  consumption.  How- 
ever, the  culture  begins  to  revive. 

The  same  causes  have  operated  to  depress  the 
production  of  another  of  (he  staple  articles  of  Crete 
— that  of  wine.  The  soil  and  climate  are  favorable 
to  the  growth  of  the  vine,  and  several  species  of 
rape  have  been  cultivated,  producing  different 
inds  of  wine  much  esteemed,  and  which  were 
formerly  in  demand  for  exportation.  But  the  sup- 
ply is  now  restricted  to  the  domestic  consumption; 
though  as  agriculture  and  manufactures  revive, 
there  is' little  doubt  but  that  this  branch  of  industry 
will  be  again  cultivated  with  success. 

Crete  produces  the  following  articles  for  exporta- 
tion: 

Oil — Which  is  peculiarly  adapted  from  its  quality 
to  the  manufacture  of  soap,  though  the  quantity  va- 
ries gieatly  from  year  to  year. 

Silk — Of  a superior  quality,  but  in  small  quanti- 
ties. 

Raisins. 

Honey — Highly  esteemed  through  the  east. 

Chestnuts — An/important  article  of  consumption 
in  these  regions.  Those  of  Crete  are  in  much  de- 
mand through  the  Archipelago. 

Cheese — Formerly  Crete  possessed  large  flocks  of 
sheep,  and  there  was  manufactured  from  their  milk 
a cheese,  known  under  the  name  of  sphakian,  es- 
teemed through  the  east.  The  troubles  in  the  is- 
land led  necessarily  to  the  diminution  of  the  flocks, 
but  they  are  now  increasing,  and  cheese  is  again 
becoming  an  article  of  exportation. 

Whetstones — Said  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

Carobs. 

Vallonea. 

Almonds. 

Soap — The  habits  of  the  eastern  nations  lead  to  a 
great  consumption  of  soap.  Their  ablutions  are 
frequent;  and  preferring  fingers  to  knives  and  forks, 
they  find  themselves  obliged,  after  eating,  to  wash 
with  soap  and  water.  We  have  often  admired  the 
dexterity  with  which  the  servants  manage  this  cere- 
mony. The  water  is  always  poured  from  the  vessel 
w ith  a spout,  resembling  one  of  our  coffee  pots, 
upon  the  hands,  which  are  held  over  a basin,  and  the 
operation  is  a very  comlortable  one,  while  the 
habit  itself  of  personal  neatness  is  conductive  to 
health. 

Crete  possesses  many  manufactories  of  soap,  and 
this  article  which  is  of  an  excellent  quality,  is  ex- 
ported to  all  the  countries  in  the  Levant.  Olive  oil 
is  used  in  its  manufacture.  The  silks  of  Crete  go 
to  Trieste;  the  raisins  to  Tunis,  Malata  and  Trieste; 
the  carobs  to  Malata,  Genoa  and  Constantinople; 
the  vallonea  to  Trieste;  and  the  almonds  to  the 
Black  Sea.  The  other  articles  of  produce  principal- 
ly to  Turkey. 

Crete  imports  from  the  Ardriatic  Gulf  boards  and 
nails,  now  much  wanted  for  the  construction  and  re- 
pair to  houses — from  Germany  and  England,  cloths, 
cottons,  calicos,  &c.  A few  articles  of  American 
manufacture  find  their  way  there  indirectly.  Colo- 
nial products  coffee,  rum,  sugar,  See.  are  supplied  by 
Trieste,  Marseilles  and  Malta;  leather  by  Leghorn 
and  Russia;  iron  by  Trieste;  corn,  when  necessa- 
ry, by  the  Black  Sea,  Macedonia  and  Anatolia;  rice 
by  Alexandria  and  Piedmont;  butter  by  Africa;  and 
codfish  by  France. 

The  commercial  ralations  of  Crete  are  principal- 
ly with  Syra  and  Trieste,  which  serve  as  entrepots, 
whence  the  articles  required  are  improved,  from  time 
to  lime,  in  small  quantities. 

The  pre-existing  commercial  regulations  through 
the  Turkish  empire  must  undergo  great  changes  in 
consequence  of  the  treaties  recently  negotiated  by 
France  and  England  at  Constantinople.  The  prin- 
ciples will  no  doubt  he  extended  to  all  other  nations. 
If  faithfully  executed,  the  odious  monopoly  estab- 
lished byMehemet  Aii  in  Egypt  will  be  abolished, 
and  that  unfortunate  country  delivered  from  one  of 
the  heaviest  oppressions  under  which  it  labors.  But 
the  pasha  is  shrewd,  avaricious  and  unprincipled; 
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and  he  may  find  the  means  to  render  abortive  all  the 
efforts  of  the  commercial  interest  of  western  Europe 
to  open  its  natural  channels  to  the  trade  of  Egypt. 
This  system  of  monopoly,  the  last  and  worst  con- 
trivance of  vice  regal  cupidity,  has  not  found  its 
way  into  Crete.  The  Egyptian  merchant — for  the 
pasha  is  the  only  free  merchant  in  his  metropolitan 
country — has  yet  spared  his  conquered  provinces  this 
infliction.  He  may  be  waiting  the  firmer  consolida- 
tion of  his  power  and  the  final  settlement  of  the 
questions  pending  between  him  and  his  nominal  so- 
vereign, but  actually  rival,  the  sultan.  His  recent 
victory  near  Aleppo,  and  the  death  of  his  personal 
enemy  Mahmound,  and  the  consequent  stirring 
events,  which  at  the  moment  we  are  writing  are 
going  on  in  the  east,  seem  to  insure  to  him  thegreat 
object  of  his  ambition — the  establishment  of  an 
independent  and  hereditary  government  in  his  fa- 
mily. 

The  import  and  export  trade  of  Crete  is  lettered 
with  few  impositions,  and  many  other  countries 
might  draw  a profitable  lesson  in  political  economy 
from  Turkish  and  Egyptian  moderation.  The  goose 
is  allowed  to  lay  its  golden  egg  daily,  without  the 
fear  of  death  to  extract  from  it  the  precious  deposit, 
and  thus  in  the  fallacious  hope  of  immediate  acqui- 
sition, to  sacrifice  both  present  and  future.  The 
duties  of  entrance  and  clearance  are  three  per  cent, 
without  any  addition  for  coastage  transportation. 
There  is  neither  tonnage  nor  wharfage  nor  light  house 
duty,  and  the  pilotage  is  in  fact  whatever  the  ves- 
sels please  to  pay,  for  the  regular  allowance  is  but 
three  piastres,  say  fifteen  cents.  As  to  manifests, 
and  all  the  machinery  of  custom  house  security 
against  frauds,  the  Cretan  regulations  make  short 
work  of  them.  The  captain  or  merchant  interest- 
ed in  the  importation  or  exportation,  makes  his  de- 
claration at  the  custom  house,  and  the  affair  is 
finished. 

The  Mahometan  governments  meddle  but  little 
with  foreigners  living  within  their  dominions.  As 
long  as  these  refrain  from  any  acts  compromiting 
the  public  peace,  they  are  left  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
their  own  consuls.  This  jurisdiction  is  aided,  if 
necessary  by  the  local  police,  and  the  consuls  are 
vested  with  very  extensive  and  summary  powers 
over  their  fellow  countrymen. — if  a foreigner  com- 
mits an  offence  against  the  peace  of  the  island,  he  is 
delivered  to  his  proper  consul,  who  tries  and  pu- 
nishes him  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  his  own  country. 
Formerly,  whenever  an  injury  was  committed  by 
a foreigner,  a tax  or  avanic  was  levied  upon  the 
whole  body  of  foreigners,  and  a fund  thus  raised,  by 
which  the  innocent  paid  for  the  crimes  of  the  guil- 
ty.—But  all  this  is  changed,  and  not  only  has  the 
tax  disappeared,  but  the  offender  is  referred,  as  we 
have  seen,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  his  own  consul. 
The  subjects  of  the  new  kingdom  of  Greece  are  yet 
liable  to  some  vexatious  restrictions,  the  result  of 
1 he  feeling  inspired  by  recent  events,  and  perhaps 
by  the  relations  of  language,  religion  and  manners, 
which  connect  them  with  the  great  body  of  the 
Cretan  people.  But  these  precautions  will  gradu- 
ally disappear,  and  the  Greeks  be  admitted  fully 
to  participate  to  the  freedom  enjoyed  by  other  fo- 
reigners; which  in  fact,  amounts  almost  to  immu- 
nity. 

When  the  allied  powers  of  Europe  interfered  effi- 
caciously for  the  establishment  of  the  kingdom  of 
Greece;  considerations  of  policy  prevented  the  an- 
nexation of  Candia  to  (he  new  state;  to  which  union 
it  was  called  by  the  wishes  of  its  inhabitants,  whose 
language,  associations  and  interests  connected  them 
wilh  their  brethren  of  the  same  stock,  and  the  de- 
scendants and  remains  of  the  subjugated  eastern  em- 
pire. However  the  island  was  not  restored  to  the 
Turks,  but  was  secured  to  Mahemet  Ali,  in  whose 
possession  indeed  it  had  been  for  some  time.  He 
was  required  to  govern  it  without  the  imposition  of 
any  new  taxes;  a condition  which,  if  faithfully  ob- 
served, would  go  far  to  defeat  one  of  the  principal 
objects  of  Mahometan  governments — which  is  to 
wring  from  a wretched  population  all  the  money  that 
power  can  procure  and  poverty  furnish.  In  the 
present  constitution  of  the  island,  it  is  governed  by 
a pasha,  whose  authority  is  in  fact  unlimited,  but 
whom  the  policy  of  the  vice  roy  has  surrounded 
with  some  institutions  having  the  appearance  of  a 
representative  character.  And  though  no  usefully 
practical  result,  to  any  great  extent,  has  yet  been 
obtained,  because  the  elements  of  administrative 
knowledge  are  sparsely  scattered  among  the  Turkish 
population,  still  the  experiment  i3  an  interesting 
one,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  be  continued,  and 
lay  the  foundation  of  a gradual  melioration  in  the 
political  institutions  of  the  island.  The  whole  coun- 
try is  divided  into  twenty  cantons,  each  of  which 
sends  two  members  to  their  proper  municipal  coun- 
cil. There  are  three  of  these  councils — one  at  Can- 
dia, one  at  Retino  and  one  at  Canea.  One  of  the 
deputies  from  each  canton  is  a Greek,  and  the  other  a 


Turk;  though  this  regulation  has  not  been  invariably 
observed,  in  consequence  it  is  said  of  the  difficulty 
of  finding  competent  persons.  But  there  is  a sin- 
gular difference  in  the  application  of  this  charge  of 
incompetence,  one  of  our  authorities  referring  it  to 
the  Greeks  ami  the  other  to  the  Turks.  These  coun- 
cils hare  a legislative  as  well  as  a judicial  power. — 
They  frame  the  laws  and  try  and  punish  the 
breaches  of  them.  But  the  pain  of  death  cannot  be 
inflicted  without  the  approbation  of  the  governor. — 
in  addition  to  these  duties,  they  have  important  ad- 
ministrative pow’ers,  such  as  the  enforcement  of  the 
regulations  concerning  the  public  health,  the  fixing 
of  the  price  of  provisions,  the  superintendence  of 
the  public  works,  &c.  “The  deputies  reeive  a tri- 
fling salary,  and  being  rather  nominated  by  the  go- 
vernor than  elected  by  the  people,  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  be  very  independent.” 

We  cannot  close  this  sketch  without  acknow- 
ledging our  obligation  to  Mr.  Bonnal,  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Canea.  His  long  residence  in 
the  island,  together  with  his  general  information, 
gives  great  authenticity  to  his  statements,  and  he 
seems  as  eager  to  communicate  as  the  traveller  is 
to  collect.  He  enjoys  a high  reputation  at  Canea, 
and  deservedly  so,  and  is  a most  worthy  representa- 
tive of  our  country  in  that  remote  place.  We  know 
no  subject  in  the  legislation,  connected  with  our  ex- 
ternal relations,  which  demands  more  prompt  and 
urgent  attention  than  the  situation  of  our  consular 
establishments,  more  particularly  those  placed  in 
Mahometan  countries.  Almost  every  where,  in- 
deed, the  office  of  American  consul  is  little  better 
than  an  eleemosynary  employment.  Scattered  over 
the  globe,  and  stationed  at  all  the  increasing  com- 
mercial points,  these  officers  are  dependant  upon 
casual  fees — altogether,  except  in  a very  few  in- 
stances, inadequate  to  their  support.  On  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe,  at  some  of  the  consulates,  these  fees 
are  principally  composed  of  charges  upon  the  Ame- 
rican traveller  for  the  visa  of  his  passport;  that  is, 
for  the  certificate  of  the  consul,  under  his  official 
seal,  that  he  has  examined  the  passport — an  indis- 
pensable ceremony — without  which  the  traveller 
would  find  his  journey  arrested  by  the  police.  But 
this  tax  is  paid  with  much  reluctance,  and  in  fact 
ought  to  be  abolished.  But  a substitute,  however, 
should  be  immediately  provided  by  law  in  an  annual 
fixed  allowance.  And,  what  is  still  worse,  many 
indispensable  expenditures  made  by  the  consuls  are 
left  without  being  remunerated,  because  there  is  no 
legal  provision  for  their  allowance. 

There  is  a little  American  mission  at  Canea;  at 
the  head  of  which  is  Mr.  Benton — a worthy  man — 
devoting  himself  zealously  to  the  task  he  has  under- 
taken, principally  the  education  of  youth.  He  has 
met  with  some  difficulties  from  the  local  authori- 
ties, but  we  understand,  these  are  yielding  to  a bet- 
ter knowledge  and  a more  correct  appreciation  of 
his  motives  and  objects,  and  we  could  scarcely  in- 
voke for  the  island  a more  interesting  institution 
than  the  firm  establishment  of  this  missionary  un- 
dertaking. 

No  American  can  meet  these  little  bands  of  pil- 
grims, which  his  country  now  sends  forth  to  every 
benighted  portion  of  the  world,  without  an  emotion 
of  pride  and  patriotism  as  pure  as  it  is  profound. — 
With  a devotion  at  once  ardent  and  enlightened, there 
generous  apostles  of  religion,  morality  and  educa- 
tion, gird  themselves  up  to  their  task,  and  abandon- 
ing their  native  land  with  all  it  offers,  go  forth  to 
regions,  marked  by  ignorance,  intolerance  and  mi- 
sery as  their  own.  They  go  indeed  under  the  star 
spangled  banner,  but  is  neither  to  gather  riches  nor 
to  carry  w'ar.  Higher  and  holier  sentiments  impel 
them  to  the  journey,  and  support  them  in  the  trials 
they  are  called  upon  to  encounter.  It  was  our  good 
fortune  to  visit  several  of  these  establishments  in 
the  east,  and  we  found  that  their  inmates  had  conci- 
liated the  respect  of  the  native  inhabitants  and  were 
laying  the  foundation  of  future  usefulness.  These 
green  spots  in  the  moial  desert  are  indeed  refresh- 
ing, and  doubly  so  to  an  American,  as  tributes  of 
the  generous  zeal  of  his  country  to  these  regions  of 
early  civilization.  We  sincerely  hope  they  may 
continue  to  multiply  and  flourish,  and  that  the  fruc- 
tifying streams  from  the  western  continent  which 
give  them  nourishment,  may  not  fail  in  theirsupplies. 

REMINISCENCES  OF  BOSTON  FROM  1784 
TO  1795. 

From  the  Cincinnati  Evening  Post. 

Our  first  visit  to  Boston  was  in  1784.  There  was 
no  bridge  then,  and  at  very  high  spring  tides,  the 
neck,  by  which  the  peninsula  on  which  the  town  is 
built,  is  connected  with  the  main  land,  was  some- 
times overflowed,  making  the  town  an  island.  The 
north  end  of  the  town  was  entered  by  a ferry  from 
Charlestown.  At  this  period  very  little  improve- 
ment had  been  made  in  it  since  the  revolution,  and 
there  was  much  talk  about  the  possibility  of  build- 


ing a bridge  to  Charlestown,  many  believing  it  im- 
possible, from  the  great  depth  of  water  in  the 
channel  of  Charles  river;  others  insisted,  that  if 
built,  the  ice  would  destroy  it;  and  others,  that  it 
would  be  greatly  injurious  to  the  navigation;  but  by 
far  the  greater  number  disbelieved  in  the  possibility 
of  building  one.  There  was  then  living  at  Mystic 
(now  Medford)  about  three  miles  from  Boston,  an 
ingenious  shipwright  by  the  name  of  Cox,*  he  in- 
sisted upon  the  practicability  of  building  the  bridge; 
was  anxious  to  undertake  it,  and  willing  to  stake 
his  all  upon  the  result.  He  succeeded  in  bringing 
the  enterprising  and  influential  to  his  views;  a char- 
ter was  obtained,  and  the  bridge  built,  and  was 
opened  on  the  17th  of  June,  1785,  the  anniversary  of 
the  battle  of  Bunker’s  Hill,  when  Boston  poured 
forth  her  thousands  in  grand  procession  over  it  to 
celebrate  the  event.  We  have  been  thus  particular 
upon  this  subject,  because  it  was  the  building  of 
this  bridge  that  first  gave  an  impetus  to  the  im- 
provement in  Boston.  It  was  the  longest  bridge  in 
the  world,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  abutments 
built  entirely  of  wood:  it  yielded  a profit  from  30  to 
40  per  annum,  until  West  Boston  bridge  was  built 
in  1793.  This  far  surpassed  in  length,  and  beauty 
of  architecture,  the  other,  add  to  which,  it  was  con- 
nected with  a causeway  on  the  Cambridge  side, 
about  the  same  length  as  the  bridge — the  two  form- 
ing a beautiful  promenade  of  about  two  miles  in 
length,  splendidly  illuminated  every  evening  with 
a profusion  of  lamps.  A little  incident  occurred 
when  the  two  ends  of  the  bridge  were  being  brought 
to  a close  in  the  middle,  which  we  have  good  rea- 
son to  remember.  There  were  present  the  master 
builder  and  a number  of  persons  interested  in  the 
undertaking,  waiting  for  the  connecting  plank  to  be 
laid  down,  that  they  might  first  cross  the  bridge; 
it  was  just  at  the  close  of  day;  we  with  a number 
of  others  were  looking  on;  the  first  connecting 
plank  was  laid,  and  before  the  workmen  were  aware 
of  our  intention,  we  had  crossed;  a hot  pursuit  com- 
menced, with  the  intention  of  catching  and  punish- 
ing us  for  our  temerity;  but  we  were  not  to  be 
caught,  and  we  were  amply  punished  in  being  com- 
pelled to  walk  round  through  Cambridge  and 
Charlestown,  and  pass  into  Boston  over  Charles- 
town bridge,  a distance  of  six  or  seven  miles. 

The  prominent  political  men  of  Boston,  at  the 
period  alluded  to,  were  John  Hancock,  Samuel 
Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  James  Sullivan,  Oliver 
Wendal,  Charles  Jarvis,  Benjamin  Austin  and  Ben- 
jamin Russel,  editor  of  the  Centinel,  who  backed 
by  the  Essex  junto, f with  his  press  swayed  the  po- 
litical destinies  of  Massachusetts,  and  through  her, 
New  England,  a great  portion  of  the  time  for  nearly 
half  a century.  Hancock,  Adams,  Sullivan,  Jar- 
vis and  Austin,  were  of  the  republican  party.  The 
most  conspicuous  among  her  commercial  men,  who 
also  had  great  political  influence,  were  Thos.  Rus- 
sel, Joseph  Barrel,  David  Sears,  John  Coffin  Jones, 
John  Codman, Frazerfk. Son,  Nathaniel  Fellows.  Jo- 
seph Parsons,  Frederick  W.  Geyer,  Jonathan  Har- 
ris, S.  &.  S.  Salisbury  and  Stephen  Higgingson,  the 
latter  a man  of  talent,  and  a distinguished  political 
writer:  he  wrote  “ Lnco ,”  against  the  administration 
of  Hancock,  by  which  he  became  very  obnoxious 
to  the  republican  party.  Mr.  Higgingson  done  busi- 
ness upon  Long  wharf,  and  jrassed  down  Slate 
street  on  his  way  to  his  counting  house.  The  truck- 


*The  complete  success  of  Mr.  Cox,  in  the  construc- 
tion of  this  bridge,  occasioaed  his  being  sent  for  to  eo 
to  Ireland,  to  build  one  over  the  Boyne,  at  Londonder- 
ry. He  took  his  Yankee  workmen  with  him;  built  the 
bridge  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  employers,  and  opened 
it  on  the  fourth  ot  July-,  1788,  when  a battle  took  place 
between  his  workmen  and  the  Irish,  which,  but  for  the 
prompt  interference  of  the  magistracy,  aided  by  the 
military,  would  have  been  a very  serious  business.  He 
was  afterwards  applied  to  by  the  corporation  of  London 
to  take  down  the  monument,  which  was  built  to  com- 
memmorate  the  great  fire  of  1566,  and  which  was  sup- 
posed to  threaten  destruction  by  a fall,  as  it  leans  a 
little,  but  they  would  not  give  him  his  price,  and  he  de- 
clined the  undertaking.  We  lost  sight  of  him  after  this 
entirely. 

^ + There  is  a hiatus  in  the  political  history  of  New 
England,  which,  no  man,  that  we  know  of,  can  fill  up 
but  the  venerable  ex-editor  of  the  Boston  Centinel,  the 
hon.  Benjamin  Russel;  it  is  the  want  of  the  history  of 
the  “Essex  junto."  The  vast  influence  exercised  by 
the  few  individuals  composing  the  junto,  aided  by  Mr. 
Russel  and  his  press,  was  not  confined  to  New  En- 
gland even,  but  was  felt  through  all  the  ramifications 
of  the  federal  party,  from  Maine  to  Georgia.  They 
were  controlled  by  hands  and  heads  unseen.  If  Mr. 
Russel  could  be  induced  to  undertake  such  a task,  a 
blank  in  our  political  history  would  be  filled  up,  which 
never  can  he  done  without  him— and  an  essential  ser- 
vice rendered  to  the  country.  Wc  doubt  if  the  history 
of  parties  affords  a parallel  to  this,  a party  who  once 
possessed  themselves  of  the  whole  power  of  the  coun- 
try, under  the  administration  of  the  elder  Adams,  yet 
never  knew  the  springs  by  which  they  were  moved. 
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men  who  stood  in  State  street  took  great  pains 
to  teach  a parrot  (that  hung  in  a cage  at  the  corner 
of  Commercial  row)  to  know  “ Laco ,”  and  to  curse 
him,  and  so  completely  successful  were  they,  that 
‘•pretty  poll”  no  sooner  saw  Mr.  Higgingson  ap- 
proach; than  she  began  to  “hurra  for  Hancock; 
damn  Laco,”  and  continued  to  do  so  while  he  con- 
tinued in  sight. 

The  merchants  carried  on  a very  extensive  com- 
merce with  Russia  and  Sweden;  from  the  former  of 
which  they  imported  immense  quantities  of  iron, 
hemp,  canvass  and  sheetings;  from  the  latter,  iron 
only.  There  was  also  an  extensive  commerce  with 
France,  Spain  and  Portugal  carried  on  through  the 
ports  of  Bordeaux,  Lisbon  amt  Barcelona.  The 
trade  with  Great  Britain  at  the  time  here  spoken  of 
was  very  limited;  there  was  but  five  or  six  houses 
engaged  in  importing  her  manufactures:  at  the  head 
of  them  was  Frazer  & Son.  The  trade  with  China 
commenced  about  this  time,  not  in  specie  but  in 
seal  skins  taken  on  the  north  west  coast  of  America, 
carried  to  Canton  and  exchanged  for  teas,  silks  and 
nankeens.  This  business  for  many  years  was  im- 
mensely lucrative,  and  large  fortunes  were  made  by 
it.  Instances  occurred  where  vessels  that  took  out 
nothing  but  their  provisions  and  some  trifling  ar- 
ticles to  trade  with  the  natives,  brought  back  return 
cargoes  that  paid  nearly  a hundred  thousand  dollars 
duties.  The  trade  to  France,  Spain  and  Portugal, 
consisted  principally  in  the  export  of  fish,  and  the 
import  of  their  wines,  brandies  and  fruit,  with  some 
silks  from  the  two  former. 

There  were  a few,  and  but  a few  elegant  man- 
sions in  Boston  at  this  time,  and  they  were  all  built 
before  the  revolution.  Among  the  first  modern  im- 
provements was  that  of  Jonathan  Harris,  near  Fort 
Hill,  which  was  said  to  have  cost  nearly  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars;  this  was  followed  by  numer- 
ous others,  many  of  which  far  surpassed  that  in  ex- 
pense and  elegance,  until  Boston,  the  last  time  we 
saw'  it,  in  eighteen  hundred  arid  sixteen,  could  boast 
more  splendid  private  dwellings  than  any  city,  (of 
four  times  its  then  population)  we  ever  saw,  even 
in  Europe. 

In  1792  there  was  but  one  four  story  building  in 
Boston,  and  that  was  oil  Union  street,  not  far  from 
Wing’s  lane.  In  IS  16  there  was  a number  of  ranges 
of  four  and  five  stories  high.  There  was  not  if  our 
memory  serves,  a solitary  brick  warehouse  on  any 
wharf  in  the  town.  Long  wharf  stretched  out  into 
the  harbor,  with  its  seventy-four  frame  stores  that  did 
not  appear  to  have  been  painted  since  the  revolution. 
Then  there  was  Minot’s  T projecting  from  the 
back  of  Long  wharf,  Sears’  wharf,  and  at  the  north 
end  of  Hancock’s  wharf,  with  others  of  minor  im- 
portance. 

In  1792  or  ’3,  the  first  vessels  of  war,  carrying 
tire  tri-color  of  the  French  republic,  arrived  at  Bos- 
ton. They  were  the  Concorde,  of  44  guns.  capl. 
Van  Dongan,  and  the  Marsailles,  of  2!)  guns  capt 

. Van  Dogan  was  afterwards  blown  up  in  lire 

Ville  de  Paris,  of  120  guns,  at  the  battle  of  the  Nile. 
Their  arrival  created  a great  excitement,  and  the 
opposite  political  parties  for  a while  forgot  their 
differences  to  unite  in  doing  honor  to  their  country’s 
allies.  French  victories  followed  each  other  in 
such  rapid  succession  on  the  continent,  that  the  en- 
thusiasm in  their  behalf  became  extreme,  and  the 
Bostonians  determined  to  celebrate  them  in  the 
most  splendid  manner.  The  celebration  took  place 
in  mid-winter,  when  the  cold  was  intense.  An  ox 
was  roasted  whole,  in  State  street,  arid  then  placed 
upon  a car  drawn  by  thirteen  pair  of  white  horses, 
preceded  and  followed  by  music,  with  an  immense 
multitude  carrying  banners  of  various  descriptions, 
and  all  wearing  thg  tri-colored  cockade,  paraded 
through  the  streets,  marshaled  by  col.  Waters. — 
They^then  leturned  to  State  street,  and  the  hard 
frozen  roast  beef  was  cut  up  with  axes  and  distri- 
buted among  the  multitude.  In  the  evening,  the 
state  house,  the  French  consul’s  office,  and  a lew, 
other  buildings  were  splendidly  illuminated.  Tne 
old  state  house  made  a most  beautiful  appearance. 
Our  old  friend  Russel,  of  the  Centinel,  tuned  his 
harp  to  the  Marsailles  hymn  at  this  time,  and  alter 
firing  a broadside  at  John  Bull  one  day,  he  wound 
up  with  the  following  distich: 

“Tis  the  boast  of  Briton  to  bluster  and  threaten. 

But  hangs  his  tail  like  a puppy  when  handsomely 

beaten.” 

His  harp  was  new  strung  in  1793,  to  a very  dif- 
ferent tune,  and  Britons  and  black  cockades  were 
ail  the  fashion.  But  to  proceed:  the  principal  ship 
yard  then  was  at  the  foot  of  Milk  street,  intersect- 
ing with  Kilby  street,  and  there  Nathaniel  Fellows 
had  built  a ship,  which  he  called  the  Genne.lt , in 
compliment  to  the  French  ministers.  She  was 
launched,  ready  rigged,  from  the  stocks.  She  proved 
unfortunate.  He  then  built  the  Robespierre;  that 
prince  of  bloodhounds  being  then  at  the  height  of 


his  power.  She.  was  loaded  and  sent  to  Bordeaux,  | 
but  did  not  arrive  there  until  her  namesake  had  ren- 
dered up  his  forfeited  life  upon  the  scaffold,  when  her 
figure  head,  which  wa3  the  statue  of  the  tyrant,  was 
dealt  witli  a la  Jackson  on  the  Constitution.  But 
nothing  could  damp  the  ardor  of  Mr.  Fellows  in  the 
cause  of  the  new  republic,  he  built  another,  and 
called  her  the  “Ca  Ira,”  it  will  go  on. 

Bulfinch’s  pasture,  at  West  Boston,  was  a large, 
open  space  of  ground  in  1792,  west  of  which,  to  the 
water,  there  extended  a range  of  hills  unoccupied 
by  any  building  but  the  “pest  house,”  a great  part  of 
it  if  not  the  whole,  has  since  been  built  up  with 
splendid  mansions;  while  at  the  north  end,  particu- 
larly from  tlie  entrance  of  North  square  down  to 
where  the  Constitution  frigate  was  built,  very  little 
improvement  had  been  made,  in  1816.  There  were 
the  same  old  fashioned  frame  houses,  with  the  up- 
per story  projecting  over  the  lower  one,  that  had 
occupied  the  ground  more  than  a century,  and  gave 
an  appearance  of  antiquity  equal  to  the  oldest 
towns  in  Europe.  Most  of  the  old  streets  in  Bos- 
ton are,  as  Freneau  says  of  ancient  New  York, 
“modled  on  the  horns  of  a ram,”  crooked  and  nar- 
row, giving  the  town  a very  odd  appearance  to  those 
accustomed  to  modern  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore  or  Cincinnati.  In  1790,  tier  population 
was  but  seventeen  or  eighteen  thousand,  but  then, 
as  now,  that,  with  the  population  of  the  towns 
around  her,  within  a distance  of  a dozen  miles,  con- 
stituted tlie  most  densely  populated  district  in  the 
United  States,  of  its  size.  At  llie  time  we  speak 
of,  with  the  exception  of  the  old  state  iiouse  and  tlie 
churches,  her  public  buildings  were  few  and  ordi- 
nary. There  were  few  manufacturers  in  those 
days,  except  those  connected  with  ship  building, 
which  was  carried  on  rather  extensively.  Hats 
also  were  made  in  quantities  by  Boardmen  at  the 
north  end,  and  Batch  on  Cornhiil.  Very  few  oilier 
articles  were  made  in  larger  quantities  than  were 
wanted  for  home  consumption. 

Literature  and  the  fine  arts  had  already  “a  local 
habitation  and  a name”  a nong  the  Bostonians. 
Her  clergy  were  remarkable  for  their  talents,  piety 
and  devout  and  holy  life,  practising  what  they 
preached.  Among  the  Presbyterians,  were  Belk- 
nap, the  historian  and  biographer;  Elliot,  a man  of 
science  and  literature;  Thatcher,  a splendid  orator; 
and  Clarke,  the  profound  scholar  and  most  amiable 
of  men.  Among  the  Episcopal  clergy,  were  Park- 
er, (afterwards  bishop);  Lathrop,  and  soon  after- 
wards Gardner,  son  of  the  old  Sachem  from  the 
east,  (as  his  father  was  called);  he  was  a man  of 
great  talent,  but  more  of  a politician  Ilian  a reli- 
gionist. He  wrote  a poem  called  “ The  Jacobiniad,” 
which  was  very  severe  upon  the  republican  parly 
and  iis  leaders.  We  never  saw  it  but  once,  and  that 
was  nearly  forty-five  years  ago,  but  we  recollect 
that,  in  alluding  to  Dr.  Charles  Jarvis,  who  was  a 
most  splendid  orator,  and  file  leader  of  tlie  republi- 
can party,  (with  Benj.  Austin),  he  had  the  follow- 
ing couplet: 

“Be.hold  the  demagogue,  from  whose  smooth  tongue 
“Deception  flows,  as  rivulets  glide  along.” 

Of  tlie  Baptist  ciiurch,  there  were  Stillman  and 
Baldwin,  the  former  a man  of  vast  power  and  elo- 
quence, such  as  we  never  heard  surpassed  in  the 
pulpit;  he  was,  indeed,  a most  splendid  orator. 
The  next  and  last  that  we  shall  notice,  were  tile 
Universalists;  at  the  head  of  whom  was  the  great 
founder  of  that  sect  in  the  United  States,  John 
Murray;  lie  was  a host;  cool,  deliberate  and  pow- 
erful. He  had  for  an  assistant  a Mr.  Richards,  the 
best  poet  America  ever  produced;  he  wrote  the 
“ Visions  of  Glory,”  extracts  from  which  were  fre- 
quently published  in  Thomas  & Andrews  Massa- 
chusetts Magazine  ill  1789  and  ’90. 

There  was  a small  society  of  Methodists,  and 
also  of  Roman  Catholics;  the  latter  occupied  a 
small  chapel  on  School  street,  and  were  under  the 
spiritual  direction  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Thayer. 

The  bench  and  bar  were  powerful  in  those  days, 
on  the  former  were  Dana,  himself  a Inst;  Paine, 
Sumner,  afterwaids  governor,  and  Sewell.  At  the 
bar  was  the  “giant  Parsons,”  not  from  his  size, 
reader,  although  he  was  a large  man,  but  from  his 
mighty  mind!  there  were  G.  R.  Minot,  “the  Ame- 
rican Sallust,”  who  wrote  the  history  of  Shay’s 
Rebellion;  Samuel  Dexter,  one  of  the  most  pro- 
found reasoners  that  ever  stood  up  in  a court  of 
justice;  Fisher  Arnes,  whose  speech  in  congress, 
upon  Jay’s  treaty,  was'never  equalled,  except  by 
Sheridan  on  tlie  trial  of  Warren  Hastings;  Rufus 
Gray  Emory;  Harrison  G.  Otis,  who  was  both  a 
graceful  and  eloquent  speaker;  and  occasionally, 
Laban  Wheaton,  of  Norton,  who,  to  the  ugliest  of 
laces,  joined  a great  mind  and  a good  heart;  with 
numbers  of  others,  of  minor  consideration. 

Of  tlie  medical  profession  those  most  conspicuous 
were  Warren,  Dexter,  Lloyd,  Rand,  Danforth,  and 


( from  ’95,  Thomas;  the  two  former,  professors  in 
the  Cambridge  university.  We  could  relate  a 
number  of  anecdotes  of  Danforth,  but  will  give 
only  one.  In  the  revolution  he  leaned  to  the  Bri- 
tish side,  and  the  “regulators”  consulted  together 
about  dressing  the  doctor  in  a suit  of  home  spun, 
vulgarly  called  tar  and  feathers;  but  it  was  over- 
ruled, and  the  doctor  who  was  a man  of  great  skill 
in  his  profession,  was  suffered  to  enjoy  his  political 
opinions  unmolested.  He  was  made  acquainted' 
with  the  facts,  and  knew  to  whose  kind  intentions 
he  came  nigh  being  indebted  for  such  a favor.  Long 
alter  the  war  was  over,  this  friend  of  his  was  taken 
very  ill,  and  sent  for  him,  he  went  and  attended 
him  with  the  utmost  assiduity  until  he  recovered. 
A few  days  after  tlie  doctor  met  him  “on  change,” 
when  he  presented  his  hand  to  him;  the  doctor 
spurned  him,  saying,  “do  you  think,  you  scoundrel, 
because  I attended  you  professionally,  that  I will 
suffer  you  to  offer  me  any  familiarity?”  and  turned 
upon  his  heel  and  left  him.  He  would  not  suffer 
any  of  his  patients  to  trifle  with  him,  not  even  a 
lady.  When  sent  for  lie  attended  promptly,  pre- 
scribed as  the  case  required,  and  that  prescription 
must  be  strictly  followed,  or  not  send  for  him  again. 

Boston  bad  few  literary  publications  in  those 
days  of  which  we  speak.  There  were  Ede’s  Bos- 
ton Gazette,  the  oldest  paper  in  New  England, 
once  or  twice  a week,  we  cannot  say  which.  The 
Independent  Chronicle,  by  Adams  & Nurse,  Mon- 
days and  Thursdays;  and  the  Centinel,  by  Benja- 
min Russel,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays.  The 
Massachusetts  Magazine,  monthly,  was  commenc- 
ed in  1789,  by  Thomas  & Andrews,  and  sustained 
a good  reputation — in  ’93  and  ’94,  Belknap  St 
Young  tried  “The  American  Apollo,”  but  it  did  not 
succeed;  in  1793  or  ’4,  Young  & Mins  established 
the  Palladium,  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  and  soon 
after  John  Russell,  brother  of  Benjamin,  establish- 
ed the  Boston  Gazette,  on  Mondays  and  Thurs- 
days; about  this  time  Paine  got  up  the  Federal 
Orrery,  but  we  think  it  did  not  last  long.  Mrs. 
Murray  and  Mrs.  Morton  shone  in  the  periodical 
literature  of  the  day  at  this  latter  period,  and  Paine, 
then  Thomas,  afterwards  Robert  Treat,  was  with- 
out a rival  in  furnishing  odes  and  songs  for  all  oc- 
casions. 

Free  schools  were  established  in  Boston  about 
the  year,  1620,  and  became  the  fountain,  in  after 
years,  which  furnished  the  streams  of  education  to 
every  hamlet  in  New  England.  Besides  a num- 
ber of  English,  there  was  a latiu  free  school, 
where  youth  were  fitted  for  tlie  university;  we 
well  remember  master  Hunt;  without  having  the 
same  good  reason  that  hundreds  of  others  had. 

After  the  massacre  of  tlie  5th  of  March,  1779, 
the  Bostonians  turned  their  attention  to  the  organi- 
zation of  volunteer  companies,  and  in  1792  there 
were  the  governor’s  life  guard,  (horsemen)  the  in- 
dependent cadets,  under  col.  Bradford,  in  their 
splendid  while  uniforms  with  red  facings;  the  inde- 
pendent fusiliers,  under  capt.  Laughton;  and  in 
rich  scarlet  uniform,  captain  Wallach’s  Prussian 
blues;  but  the  pride  of  Boston,  in  the  military  way, 
was  “ the  ancient  and  honorable  artillery.”  We  well 
remember  that  upon  their  colors  and  drums  were 
conspicuously  displayed  “incorporated  1638.”  The 
first  Monday  in  this  month  (June),  was  their  two 
hundreth  anniversary.  The  corps  form  a military 
school,  being  kept  in  perfect  discipline,  and  the 
officers  al  each  returning  anniversary  having  to  re- 
turn to  tlie  ranks,  and  give  place  to  other  elected 
in  their  stead.  The  anniversary  election  of  this 
company  used  to  be  tlie  favorite  holiday.  The 
scene  was  a very  imposing  one  on  parade,  when 
the  officers  elect  marched  out  of  the  ranks  in  front 
of  the  line,  and  were  received  by  those  whose  term 
had  expired,  who  exchanged  with  them  their  badges 
of  office,  and  receiving  from  them  their  muskets, 
and  returned  into  the  ranks  from  which  a year  be- 
fore, they  had  been  in  like  manner  drawn. 

In  1792  a company  of  comedians  arrived  from 
London,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Powell,  (a 
better  company  we  have  not  seen  since),  and  com- 
menced their  theatrical  season  in  a stable  which 
was  fitted  up  for  the  purpose,  and  to  evade  the 
statute  against  theatrical  performances  they  called 
the  piays  “ moral  lectures,”  but  Hancock  was  go- 
vernor, and  was  not  disposed  to  suffer  such  bare- 
faced evasions  of  the  law.  They  were  playing  the 
“moral  lecture  of  Richard  the  Third,”  one  even- 
ing, and  proceeded  as  far  as  “Bosworth  field”  when 
the  sheriff  came  unceremoniously  upon  the  stage, 
and  made  prisoner  of  the  humpbacked  tyrant. 
Great  uproar  followed,  and  the  portrait  of  Han- 
cock that  hung  in  front  of  the  stage  box  was  taken 
down  and  trodden  under  foot.  The  next  night 
every  man  went  armed  with  a bludgeon,  but  there 
was  no  more  interference,  and  the’  next  season  a 
splendid  theatre  was  built,  a large  majority  of  the 
| town  being  in  favor  of  it. 
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We  had  not  the  most  distant  idea  of  extending 
this  article  to  half  its  present  length  vyhen  we  com- 
menced it;  but  the  subject  grew  upon  us.  One 
remark  more  and  we  are  done;  there  may  be,  there 
probably  are  some  slight  errors  in  the  dates, 
although  we  are  not  aware  of  any. 


REVOLUTIONARY  PAPERS. 

The  National  Intelligencer  publishes  the  follow7- 
ing  documents,  which  are  interesting  as  exhibiting 
the  temper  of  the  times,  and  the  incipient  steps 
taken  by  the  colonists  of  New  York  to  resist  the 
encroachments  of  the  mother  country,  on  Iheir  rights 
and  liberties.  They  were  furnished  to  the  Intelli- 
gencer by  Peter  Force,  esq.  from  his  collection  of 
revolutionary  and  ante-revolutionary  documents: 
Committee  chamber.  New  York , 

Wednesday,  April  26,  1775. 

Present:  Isaac  Law,  (chairman),  Philip  Living- 
ston, James  Duane,  John  Alsop,  John  Jay,  Peter  Y. 
B.  Livingston,  David  Johnston,  Alexander  McDou- 
gall,  William  Walton,  John  Broome,  Joseph  Hal- 
let,  Abraham  Walton,  Henry  Remsen,  Peter  1'. 
Curtenius,  Abraham  Brasher,  Abraham  P.  Lott, 
Abraham  Duryee,  Joseph  Bull,  Francis  Lewis,  Jno. 
Lasher,  Joseph  Totten,  Thomas  Ivers,  Hercules 
Mulligan,  John  Anthony,  Francis  Bassett,  Victor 
Bicker,  John  White,  Theophilus  Anthony,  William 
Goforth,  William  Denning,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Jacob 
Van  Vorhies,  Jeremiah  Platt,  Robert  Benson,  John 
Berrien,  Nicholas  Roosevelt,  Edward  Fleming, 
John  De  Lancey,  Frederick  Jay,  William  W.  Lud- 
low, George  Janeway,  Rudolphus  Ritzema,  Lan- 
caster Burling. 

The  committee  having  taken  into  consideration 
the  commotions  occasioned  by  the  sanguinary  mea- 
sures pursued  by  the  British  ministry,  and  that  the 
powers  with  which  this  committee  is  invested  re- 
spect only  the  association,  [of  the  continental  con- 
gress] , are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  a new  com- 
mittee be  elected  by  the  freeholders  and  freemen  of 
this  city  and  county,  for  the  present  unhappy  exi- 
gency of  affairs,  as  well  as  observing  the  conduct  of 
all  persons  touching  the  association;  that  the  said 
committee  consist  of  one  hundred  persons;  that  thir- 
ty-three be  a quorum,  and  that  they  dissolve  them- 
selves within  a fortnight  next  after  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  the  continental  congress.  And,  that 
thesen3e  of  the  freemen  and  freeholders  of  this  city 
and  county  may  be  better  procured  and  ascertained, 
the  committee  are  further  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  the  polls  be  taken,  on  Friday  morning  next,  at 
9 o’clock,  at  the  usual  places  of  election  in  each 
ward,  under  the  inspection  of  two  vestry-men  of 
each  ward  and  two  of  this  committee,  or  any  two 
of  the  four;  and  that,  at  the  said  elections,  the  votes 
of  the  freemen  and  freeholders  be  taken  on  the  fol- 
lowing questions,  viz:  Whether  such  new  commit- 
tee shall  be  constituted?  and,  if  yea,  of  whom  it  shall 
consist? 

And  this  committee  is  further  unanimously  of 
opinion,  that,  at  the  present  alarming  juncture,  it  is 
highly  advisable  that  a provincial  congress  be  im- 
mediately summoned;  and  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  freeholders  and  freemen  of  this  city  and  coun- 
ty to  choose,  at  the  same  time  that  they  vote  for 
the  new  committee  aforesaid,  twenty  deputies  to 
represent  them  at  the  said  congress;  and  that  a let- 
ter be  forthwith  prepared  and  despatched  to  all  the 
counties,  requesting  them  to  unite  with  us  in  form- 
ing a provincial  congress,  and  to  appoint  their  de- 
puties without  delay,  to  meet  at  New'  York  on  Mon- 
day, the  22d  of  May  next.  By  order  of  the  com- 
mittee, ISAAC  LAW,  chairman. 

[There  was  no  election  on  Friday.  Some  of  the 
causes  which  tended  to  prevent  an  election  are  re- 
ferred to  in  the  following  address,  which  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  committee  on  that  day:] 

To  the  freeholders  and  freemen  of  the  city  and  county 
of  New  York. 

We  regret,  gentlemen,  the  necessity  we  are  un- 
der of  addressing  you  upon  this  occasion,  and 
perceive  with  anxiety  the  disorder  and  confusion 
into  which  the  city  has  been  unfortunately  involv- 
ed. 

From  cool  and  temperate  councils  only  good  con- 
sequences may  be  expected;  nor  can  union  (so 
essential  to  the  success  of  our  cause)  be  preserved, 
unless  every  member  of  society  will  consent  to  be 
govered  by  the  sense  of  ‘he  majority,  arid  join  in 
having  that  sense  fairly  and  candidly  ascertained. 

Conscious  that  the  powers  you  conferred  upon  us 
were  not  adequate  to  the  present  exigency  of  af- 
fairs, we  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  another 
committee  should  be  appointed;  and,  well  knowing 
that  questions  of  the  highest  moment  and  the  last 
importance  would  come  under  their  consideration, 
and  call  for  their  determination,  we  thought  it  most 
advisable  that  it  should  consist  of  a large  number, 
in  order  that,  by  enlisting  many  of  weight  and  con- 


sequence in  all  public  measures,  they  might  meet 
with  the  more  adypeates,  receive  less  opposition, 
and  be  attended  with  more  certain  results. 

The  names  of  one  hundred  persons  were  men- 
tioned by  this  committee;  you  were  left  at  liberty 
to  approve  or  reject  them,  and  appoint  others  in 
their  room;  and,  that  your  sense  might  be  the  better 
taken,  polls  in  each  ward  were  directed  to  be  open- 
ed. What  could  be  more  fair? 

By  all  means,  gentlemen,  let  us  avoid  divisions, 
and,  instead  of  cherishing  a spirit  of  animosity 
against  one  another,  let  us  join  in  forwarding  a re- 
conciliation of  all  parties,  and  thereby  strengthen 
the  general  cause.  * 

Many,  no  doubt,  have  become  objects  of  distrust; 
and  suspicion,  and  perhaps  not  without  reason. — 
You  have  now  an  opportunity  of  trying  them.  It 
surely  never  can  be  good  policy  to  put  it  out  of 
their  power  to  join  us  heartily.  It  is  time  enough 
to  reject  them  when  they  refuse  us  their  aid.  In 
short,  gentlemen,  consider  that  our  contest  is  for 
liberty,  and  therefore  we  should  be  extremely  cau- 
tious how  we  permit  our  struggles  to  hurry  us  into 
acts  of  violence  and  extravagance  inconsistent  with 
freedom. 

Permit  us  to  entreat  you  to  consider  these  mat- 
ters seriously,  and  act  with  temper  as  well  as  firm- 
ness; and  by  all  means  join  in  the  appointment  of 
some  committee  to  whom  you  may  resort  for  coun- 
sel, and  who  may  rescue  you  from  tumult,  anarchy 
and  confusion. 

We  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  of  recommending 
it  to  you,  to  go  to  the  usual  places  of  election  in 
each  of  your  wards,  on  Monday  next,  at  9 o’clock 
in  the  morning,  and  then  and  there  give  your  votes 
for  a committee  of  one  hundred,  to  consist  of  such 
persons  as  you  may  consider  the  most  worthy  of 
confidence,  and  most  capable  of  the  arduous  task. 

Being  also  fully  persuaded  of  the  necessity  of  a 
provincial  convention  being  summoned  with  all 
possible  expedition;  w'e  recommend  it  to  you,  at 
the  same  time,  to  choose  tw'enty  deputies  to  repre- 
sent this  city  and  county  in  such  convention,  to 
meet  here  on  the  22d  day  of  May  next.  By  order 
of  the  committee,  ISAAC  LOW,  chairman. 

New  York,  Friday,  April  28,  1775. 

[A  letter  advising  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
to  choose  delegates  to  a provincial  congress  was  at 
the  same  time  prepared  and  transmitted  by  order  of 
the  committee.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the  let- 
ter:] 

Circular  tetter  from  the  committee  of  the  city  and 

county  of  New  York  to  the  committees  of  the  several 

counties  in  the  colony. 

Committee  chamber,  New  York, 

Friday,  April  23,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  distressed  and  alarming  situa- 
tion of  our  country,  occasioned  by  the  sanguinary 
measures  adopted  by  the  British  ministry,  (to  en- 
force which  the  sword  has  been  actually  drawn 
against  our  brethren  in  the  Massachusetts),  threat- 
ening to  involve  this  continent  in  all  the  honors  of  a 
civil  war,  obliges  us  to  call  for  the  united  aid  and 
council  of  the  colony  at  this  dangerous  crisis. 

Most  of  the  deputies  who  composed  the  late  pro- 
vincial congress,  heldin  this  city,  (on  the  20th,  21st 
and  22d  of  this  month),  were  only  vested  with  pow- 
ers to  choose  delegates  to  represent  the  province  at 
the  next  continental  congress,  and  the  convention 
having  executed  that  trust  dissolved  themselves. 
It  is  therefore  thought  advisable  by  this  committee 
that  a provincial  congress  be  immediately  summon- 
ed to  deliberate  upon,  and,  from  time  to  time,  to 
direct,  such  measures  as  may  be  expedient  tor  our 
common  safety. 

We  persuade  ourselves  that  no  arguments  can 
now  be  wanting  to  evince  the  necessity  ofa  perfect 
union;  and  we  know  of  no  method  in  which  the 
united  sense  of  the  people  of  the  province  can  be 
collected  but  by  the  one  proposed.  We,  therefore, 
entreat  your  county  heartily  to  unite  in  the  choice 
of  proper  persons  to  represent  them  at  a provincial 
congress,  to  be  held  in  this  city  on  the  22d  of  May 
next.  Twenty  deputies  are  proposed  for  this  city 
and  in  order  to  give  the  greater  weight  and  influ- 
ence to  the  councils  of  the  congress,  we  could  wish 
the  number  of  deputies  from  the  counties  may  be 
considerable. 

We  can  assure  you  that  the  appointment  of  a pro- 
vincial congress,  approved  of  by  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city  in  general,  is  the  most  proper  and  salutary 
measure  that  can  be  adopted  in  the  present  melan- 
choly state  of  this  continent;  and  we  shall  be  hap- 
py to  find  that  our  brethren  in  the  different  counties 
concur  with  us  in  opinion.  By  order  of  the  com- 
mittee, ISAAC  LOW,  chairman. 

New  York,  Monday,  May  1,  1775. 

The  following  association  was  set  on  foot  here 
last  Saturday,  (April  29th),  and  on  that  day  it  was 
signed  by  above  one  thousand  of  our  principal  in- 


habitants. It  is  to  be  transmitted  to  all  the  coun- 
ties in  the  province,  where,  we  make  no  doubt,  it 
will  be  signed  by  all  ranks  of  people: 

“Persuaded  that  the  salvation  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  America  depends,  under  God,  on  the 
firm  union  ot  its  inhabitants,  in  a vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  measures  necessary  for  its  safely,  and 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  preventing  the  anar- 
chy and  confusion  which  attend  a dissolulion  of  the 
powers  of  government:  We,  the  freemen,  free- 

holders and  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  avowed 
design  of  the  ministry  to  raise  a revenue  ir.  Ameri- 
ca, and  shocked  at  the  bloody  scene  now  acting  in 
the  Massachusetts  bay,  do,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  resolve  never  to  become  slaves;  and  do  as- 
sociate under  all  the  ties  of  religion,  honor  and 
love  to  our  country,  to  adopt,  and  endeavor  to  car- 
ry into  execution,  whatever  measures  may  be  re- 
commended by  the  continental  congress,  or  resolv- 
ed upon  by  our  provincial  convention,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preserving  our  constitution,  and  opposing 
the  execution  of  the  several  arbitrary  and  oppres- 
sive acts  of  the  British  parliament,  until  a recon- 
ciliation between  Great  Britain  and  America,  on 
constitutional  principles,  (which  we  most  ardently 
desire),  can  be  obtained;  and  that  we  will,  in  all 
things,  follow  the  advice  of  our  genera!  committee, 
respecting  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  preservation 
of  peace  and  good  order,  and  the  safety  of  indivi- 
duals and  private  property. 

Datedin  New  York,  April  and  May,  1775. 


New  York,  Monday,  May  1,  1775. 

In  pursuance  of  a request  of  the  committee  of 
observation  of  the  26th  of  April,  1776,  polls  were 
opened  in  the  several  wards  in  this  city  for  the 
election  of  one  hundred  persons  as  a general  com- 
mittee of  association  for  the  city  arid  county  of 
N.  York,  and  of  twenty-one  deputies  to  serve  in  the 
provincial  congress,  with  the  deputies  of  the  other 
counties,  on  the  22d  of  May  instant;  and  by  are- 
turn  of  the  poll  lists  from  the  different  wards,  the 
following  one  hundred  persons  were  chosen  to 
form  the  said  committee,  and  twenty-one  of  them 
as  deputies  for  the  provincial  congress,  viz: 


ac’  Low,* 

P.  Livingston, 

James  Duane, 

John  Alsop, 

John  Jay, 

P.  V.  B.  Livingston,* 
Isaac  Sears, 

David  Johnston, 

Alex.  McDougall,* 
Thomas  Randall, 

L.  Lispenard,* 

Wm.  Walton, 

John  Broome, 

Jos.  Hallet,* 

G.  II.  Ludlow, 

Nich.  Hoffinan, 
Abraham  Walton,* 

P.  Van  Schaack, 

Henry  Remsen, 

P.  T.  Curtenius, 

Abra.  Brasher,* 

Abra.  P.  Lott, 

Abra.  Duryee, 

Joseph  Bull, 

Francis  Lewis, 

Joseph  Totten, 

Thomas  Ivers, 

H.  Mulligan, 

John  Anthony, 

Francis  Bassett, 

Viclor  Bicker, 

John  White, 

T.  Anthony, 

William  Goforth, 

Wm.  Denning, 

Isaac  Roosevelt,* 

J.  Van  Voorhies, 
Jeremiah  Platt, 
Comfort  Sands, 

Robert  Benson, 

Wm.  W.  Gilbert, 

John  Berrian, 

G.  W.  Ludlow, 
Nicholas  Roosevelt, 
Edward  Fleming, 

Law.  Embree, 

Samuel  Jones, 

J.  De  Lancey,* 
Frederick  Jay, 

W.  W.  Ludlow, 

[The  committee  met 
P.  M.  the  same  day,  ( 


John  B.  Moore, 

R.  Ritzema, 

Lindley  Murray, 
Lancaster  Burling, 

John  Lasher, 

Geo.  Janeway, 

Jas.  Beckman,* 

Sam.  Verplanck,* 
Richard  Yates,* 

David  Clarkson,* 
Thomas  Smith,* 

James  Desbrosses, 

A.  Van  Horne, 

Gerett  Kettlefus, 

Eleazar  Miller, 

Benj.  Rissam,* 

John  Morin  Scott,* 

Cor.  Clopper, 

John  Reade, 

J.  Van  Cortlandt,* 

J.  Van  Zaridt,* 

G.  Duyckinck, 

Peter  Goelet, 

John  Marston, 

Thomas  Marston,* 

John  Morton, 

George  Folliotf,* 

Jacobus  Leff'erts, 

Richard  Sharpe, 
Hamilton  Young, 

A.  BrinkerhofF, 

Benj.  Helme, 

Waiter  F ranklin,* 

David  Beckman, 

William  Seaton, 

Evert  Banker, 

Robert  Rav, 

Nicholas  Bogart, 

William  Laight, 

Samuel  Broome, 

John  Lamb, 

Daniel  Phenix, 

A.  Van  Dam, 

Daniel  Dunscomb, 

John  I m lay, 

Oliver  Templeton, 

Lewis  Pintard, 

Cornelius  P.  Low, 

Thos.  Buchanan, 

Petrus  Byvanck. 

: the  exchange  at  6 o’clock, 
lay  1),  ninety. three  raem- 


*These  were  also  chosen  deputies  to  attend  the  pro- 
vincial congress. 
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bers  attending,  when  Mr.  Isaac  Low  was  unani- 
mously elected  chairman,  Mr.  Henry  Reinsen  de- 
puty chairman,  and  Mr.  John  Blagge,  secretary. 

The  first  resolution  adopted  by  the  committee 
referred  to  the  association.] 

“Mr.  Scott  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  McDougall, 
that  a sub  committee  of  four  members  for  each 
ward  be  appointed  to  offer  the  association,  without 
delay,  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  and  county, 
and  that  they  take  down  the  names  of  such  of 
them  as  shall  not  sign  the  association,  and  report 
their  names  to  this  committee. 

“On  the  question,  whether  every  person  should 
not  be  waited  on,  except  the  lieutenant  governor, 
(Colden),  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a great  ma- 
jority.” 

[The  deputies  from  several  counties,  elected  to 
serve  in  the  provincial  congress,  assembled  at  the 
exchange,  in  New  York,  on  Monday,  May  22d, 
the  day  named  by  the  committee,  but  did  not  pro- 
ceed to  business  until  the  next  day,  when  the  con- 
gress was  organized.] 

On  Friday,  May  26 — Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston, 
(seconded  by  Mr.  De  Lancey)  moved  that  a com- 
mittee, consisting  of  a member  from  each  county, 
be  appointed  to  draw  up  and  report  a proper  resolve 
of  this  congress,  recommending  to  the  different 
counties  in  this  colony  to  form  themselves  into 
county  committees,  and  also  into  sub-committees, 
for  their  respective  townships  and  districts,  and  re- 
commending the  signing  the  general  association, 
and  also  to  prepare  and  report  to  this  congress  a 
draught  of  a letter  to  be  sent  to  the  committees  and 
other  persons  in  the  several  counties  for  the  above 
purposes,  with  copies  of  such  resolution;  which 
was  unanimously  agreed  to.  And, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  De  Lancey,  of  New  York, 
Mr.  Silvester,  of  Alabany,  colonel  Harnenberg,  of 
Ulster,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  of  Duchess,  Mr. 
Allison,  of  Orange,  Mr.  John  Williams,  of  Char- 
lotte, Mr.  Tredwell,  of  Suffolk,  Mr.  Zebnlen  Wil- 
liams, of  Queen’s,  Mr.  Micheau,  of  Richmond, 
major  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  of  Westchester,  Mr. 
Vanderbilt,  of  King’s,  and  Mr.  Smith,  be,  and  are 
hereby  appointed  a committee  to  prepare  a draught 
of  such  resolve  and  letter  as  above  mentioned,  and 
report  the  same  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Mr.  Clarkson  (seconded  by  colonel  TenBroeck) 
moving  that  every  member  of  the  congress  be  de- 
sired to  sign  the  general  association;  which  was 
agreed  to  and  approved. 

On  Monday,  May  29.  The  draught  of  a resolve 
reported  by  the  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, recommending  the  choosing  of  the  commit- 
tees and  sub-committees,  and  signing  the  associa- 
tion, being  read  and  amended,  was  approved,  agreed 
to,  and  resolved,  and  is  in  the  following  words, 
to  wit: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended,  and  it  is  ac- 
cordingly hereby  recommended,  to  all  the  counties 
in  this  colony  (who  have  not  already  done  it)  to 
appoint  county  committees,  and  also  sub-commit- 
tees,  for  their  respective  townships,  precincts  and 
districts,  without  delay,  in  order  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution the  resolutions  of  the  continental  and  this 
provincial  congress.  And  that  it  is  also  recom- 
mended to  every  inhabitant  of  this  colony  who  has 
hitherto  neglected  to  sign  the  general  association 
to  do  it  with  all  convenient  speed.  And,  for  these 
purposes,  that  the  committees  in  the  respective 
counties  in  which  committees  have  been  formed, 
to  tender  the  said  association  to  every  inhabitant 
within  the  several  districts  in  each  county;  and 
that  such  persons,  in  those  counties  or  districts  who 
have  not  appointed  committees,  as  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  members  of  this  congress  representing  such 
counties  and  districts  respectively,  do  make  such 
tender  as  aforesaid  in  such  counties  and  districts 
respectively;  and  that  the  said  committees  and  per- 
sons respectively  do  return  the  said  association,  and 
the  names  of  those  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  sign 
the  same,  to  this  congress,  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  Ju- 
ly next,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

The  draught  of  a letter  to  attend  the  said  resolu- 
tion, and  recommending  to  carry  the  measures 
therein  mentioned  into  execution  was  also  read, 
amended  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

New  York,  May  24,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  reso- 
lution of  this  congress,  that  it  is  recommended  to 
such  of  the  counties  as  have  not  already  formed 
committees  to  do  it  without  delay;  and  such  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  colony  as  have  hitherto  neglect- 
ed to  sign  the  general  association  to  do  it,  so  as  to 
enable  you  to  make  a return  within  the  time  limited 
in  the  resolution. 

As  the  execution  of  this  resolve  is  committed  to 
your  care,  we  request  you  to  use  your  best  endea- 
vors to  see  that  this  recommendation  be  complied 
with.  It  may  nevertheless  be  proper  to  inform 


you  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  congress  that  no  co- 
ercive steps  ought  to  be  used  to  induce  any  person 
to  sign  the  association.  The  propriety  of  the  mea- 
sure, the  example  of  the  other  counties,  aqd  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  a perfect  union  in  every 
part  of  this  colony,  it  is  presumed,  are  sufficient 
reasons  to  induce  the  inhabitants  of  your  county  to 
comply  with  this  requisition. 

Ordered,  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  said  re- 
solve and  of  the  said  letter  be  printed,  and  that  as 
many  copies  of  the  said  letter  as  may  be  necessary 
be  signed  by  the  president,  and  delivered,  with  the 
copies  of  the  said  resolve,  to  the  members  of  this 
congress  to  be  by  them  directed. 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  provincial 
congress  of  the  25th  of  May  the  association  was 
signed  by  the  following  members: 

Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  president. 
Volkert  P.  Dou w,  vice  president. 


Walter  Livingston, 
Abr’m  Yates,  jr. 
Henry  Williams, 

John  Nicolson, 
Christopher  Tappen, 
Jacob  Hoornbeck, 
Egbert  Du  Mond, 
Leon’rd  Lispenard, 
Anthony  Hoffman, 
Nathaniel  Tom, 
Jonathan  Lawrence, 
James  Beekman, 

John  Thomas,  jr. 
Joseph  Drake, 

Henry  Glen, 

William  Marsh, 
William  Allison, 
Richard  Coiner, 

Aaron  Cortelyou, 
Alex.  McDougall, 
Gouverneur  Morris, 
Ph.  Van  Corllandt, 
Grysbert  Schenck, 
Joh’s  Hardenburgh, 
Nich.  Covenhoven, 
William  Paulding, 
Jeremiah  Clark, 
Thomas  Smith, 

John  Coe, 

John  De  Lancey, 
Christopher  P.  Yates, 
John  Hazeltine, 
Michael  Jackson, 
Dirck  Swart, 
Nathaniel  Woodliull, 
James  Clinton, 
Jeremiah  Remsen, 
John  Foster, 

Zepha.  Platt,  jr. 
Thomas  Wickham, 
Joseph  Robinson, 
John  Haring, 
Abraham  Brasher, 
Abraham  Lent, 
Gilbert  Livingston, 
David  Pye, 

Robert  Graham, 
Francis  Nicoll, 

Theo’s  Polhenniss, 


Thomas  Tredwell, 
John  Journeay, 
ZebulonWilliams, 
Richard  Yates, 

Samuel  Verplanck, 
John  Morin  Scott, 
Ephraim  Paine, 

Peter  Silvester, 

John  Leffertse, 
Richard  Lawrence, 
Ez.  L’Hommedieu, 
Joseph  Hallett, 

John  Morton, 

Isaac  Low, 

John  Marlatt, 

Paul  Spooner, 

Joseph  Trench, 

Robert  Yates, 

Peter  Clowes, 

R.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Abraham  Ten  Broeck, 
Richard  Montgomery, 
Selah  Strong, 

David  Clarkson, 
Nathaniel  Sackett, 
Jonathan  Landon, 
Richard  Thorne, 
Melancton  Smith, 
Lewis  Graham, 

David  Dayton, 

Jacob  Cuyler, 

John  Williams, 

John  Vanderbilt, 

Isaac  Roosevelt,, 
Samuel  Townsbend, 
Jaco’s  Van  Zandf, 
Jacob  Blackwell, 
Benjamin  Kissam, 
James  Van  Cortlandt, 
James  Holmes, 

Dirck  Brinckerhoff, 
Johannes  E.  Lott, 
Benjamin  Tustin, 
Isaac  Sears, 

Stephen  Ward, 

Jno.  Sloss  Hobart, 
Jno.  Van  Cortlandt, 
William  Williams, 
Paul  Micheau. 


JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 

We  present  to  our  readers  to  day  two  revolution- 
ary documents,  which,  we  are  informed,  have  ne- 
ver been  published;  The  first  is  a letter  written 
by  commodore  Jones,  dated  March  7th,  1777,  im- 
mediately after  the  malignant  envy  of  his  foes  in 
America  had  succeeded  in  procuring  his  recall  from 
his  eastern  command.  It  will  be  found  to  breathe 
the  spirit  of  the  times.  [ Philadelphia  Herald. 

Philadelphia  March  7,  1777. 

Honored  sir:  As  I was  lately  entrusted  with  a 
very  unexpected  command  of  great  importance, 
which  in  the  common  course  of  things,  hath  drawn 
upon  me  the  envy  of  certain  individuals.  Being 
unconscious  of  any  misconduct  in  the  line  of  my 
duty,  I have  determined  to  bear  no  insinuation  that 
may  reflect  upon  me  as  a gentleman  or  an  officer; 
therefore,  I earnestly  desire  an  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing the  bearer  or  bearers,  author  or  authors,  of  any 
aspersions  from  commodore  Hopkins,  face  to  face, 
in  your  presence,  or  in  the  presence  of  the  marine 
board. 

I mean  to  make  no  difficulty,  or  demur  about  my 
present  appointment,  but  will  leave  you  to  judge 
tiow  much  room  those  who  lately  envied  me  the 
command  of  a fleet,  will  have  to  exult  when  they 
see  me  return  to  the  eastward  to  command  a single 
sloop  of  war. 

1 have  put  the  plan,  which  I showed  you,  on  the 
regulations  and  equipment  of  the  navy,  with  some 
small  additions,  into  the  hands  of  the  president, 
- who  says  he  will  meet  you  at  the  marine  board 


sooner  than  usual,  this  evening,  in  order  to  have 
some  conversation  on  the  subject.  I am,  with  the 
most  perfect  esteem  and  grateful  remembrance  of 
past  favors,  honored  sir,  your  truly  obliged,  very 
humble,  most  obedient  servant,  J.  P.  JONES. 

The  next  is  a copy  of  the  original  letter  of  credit 
or  commendation,  brought  by  count  Pulaski  from 
Rodrigue  Rortalez  & Co.  of  Paris,  dated  May  3, 
1777.  Our  readers  will  recollect  that  R.  Hortalez 
& Co.  was  the  house  with  whom  Dr.  Franklin  ne- 
gotiated the  first  loan  that  the  United  States  pro- 
cured from  any  foreign  power.  France,  at  that  pe- 
riod, had  all  her  sympathies  enlisted  in  the  cause 
of  the  American  arms,  not  from  any  particular 
knowledge  of  the  American  character,  or  from  any 
abstract  love  of  liberty,  but  from  a long-cherished 
inveterate  hatred  of  England.  “To  rob  the  British 
crown  of  its  brightest  jewel,”  she  determined  to 
extend  to  the  colonies  all  the  aid  in  her  power. — 
The  finances  of  the  French  government  were  inade- 
quate to  the  supply  of  our  wants.  By  the  exer- 
tions of  Franklin  and  Deane,  Hortalez  & Co.  were 
induced  to  loan  Louis  XVI,  the  then  reigning 
monarch  of  France,  the  sum  of  $3,000,000,  lor 
which  the  crown  became  responsible.  The  king, 
on  making  the  loan,  appropriated  $2,000,000  to  the 
use  of  the  colonies,  under  the  orders  of  the  com- 
missioners to  that  kingdom,  and  reserved  the  re- 
maining one  million  to  be  disposed  of  at  pleasure. 
To  Beaumarchais  was  assigned  the  duty  of  dis- 
bursing this  fund.  The  American  commissioners 
drew  for  the  $2,000,000 — the  balances  they  had  no 
power  to  touch.  On  the  return  of  the  commission- 
ers from  France,  a question  was  raised  as  to  the 
appropriation  of  the  remaining  million,  when  the 
commissioners  referred  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the  French  govern- 
ment. The  subject  constituted  a chief  difficulty 
in  the  relations  of  this  country  and  France,  until 
the  embassy  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  France,  after  the 
close  of  the  late  war.  The  topic  then  being  broach- 
ed, M.  the  count  de  Vergennes  declared  to  Mr. 
Gallatin  that  the  sum  had  been  disbursed  for  the 
use  of  the  American  government,  and  that  the 
vouchers  were  on  record,  but  gave  no  explanation 
of  the  mode  of  appropriation.  It  was  supposed  that 
it  had  been  employed  as  secret’service  money  in 
England,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  the  ex- 
planation was  deemed  sufficient.  This  firm  it  was 
who  gave  to  count  Pulaski  the  subjoined  letter, 
which  will  be  read  with  interest,  if  only  on  account 
of  the  associations  it  awakens. 

Jin  exact  narrative  of  the  count  Pulaski.  The 
count  Casimir  victor  Pulaski  is  one  of  the  Poland- 
ers  who  enjoyed  the  most  note  in  the  troubles  of 
that  republic.  He  has  sacrificed  at  the  shrine  of 
liberty  an  income  of  one  hundred  thousand  livres 
per  annum. 

His  father  was  the  first  author  of  the  confederacy 
of  Bar;  he  took  up  arms  for  the  same  cause  that 
now  actuates  the  Americans,  and  fell  in  its  de- 
fence. Francois  Pulaski,  the  elder,  was  killed  in 
battle;  the  younger  was  made  prisoner,  and  this 
one  took  up  arms  when  19  years  old,  and  has  borne 
them  with  success  and  glory  from  the  first  day  of 
the  confederation, until  the  three  neighboring  pow- 
ers, uniting  with  a body  of  six  hundred  thousand 
men,  encircled  all  the  frontiers.  Cassimir  Pulaski 
defended  several  forts,  has  given  many  battles,  and 
surprised  the  fortress  of  Czenstokara,  sustained  thir- 
ty-two sieges  against  the  flower  of  the  Russian 
army  and  a corps  of  artillery,  furnished  by  the 
king  of  Prussia— he  found  himself  included  in  the 
affair  of  surprising  and  carrying  off  the  king.  The 
only  part  he  had  in  this  affair  was  the  drawing  out 
of  Vassorie  all  the  republican  troops  and  giving 
them  battle  at  ten  leagues  distance  from  that  capi- 
tol,  while  this  operation  was  carrying  into  execu- 
tion. But  all  his  family  were  become  very  odious 
to  the  Russians,  and  they  let  fall  on  him  in  particu- 
lar all  the  severe  punishment  inflicted  in  conse- 
quence of  this  affair.  When,  therefoie,  the  con- 
federates w'ere  constrained  to  lay  down  their  arms 
by  this  line  formed  by  the  three  powers,  count  Pu- 
laski left  his  in  the  fortress  of  Czenstokara,  saying 
to  his  men  they  might  make  what  accommodation 
they  pleased;  and  he,  though  he  had  in  his  posses- 
sion the  wffiole  treasury  amassed  by  that  ancient 
monastery,  left  Poland  with  only  100  ducats,  and, 
by  the  assistance  of  his  friends,  went  over  into 
Turkey,  there  to  continue  to  wage  war  against  the 
oppressors  of  his  country?  Peace  was  declared  a 
few  days  after  his  arrival  there,  and  this  day  he 
might  return  to  Poland  if  he  would  disavow,,  in 
writing,  all  the  proceedings  of  the  confederacy  of 
Bar;  but  as  that  would  be  disavowing  the  wmrk  of 
his  family,  and  all  the  enterprises  undertaken  to  re- 
deem his  country  from  slavery,  he  prefers  remain- 
ing an  exile,  and  only  aspires  to  make  America  his 
new  country. 
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This  narrative  is  contained  in  Messrs.  Franklin 
and  Deane’s  letters  to  general  Washington,  Mr. 
Hancock,  &c.  and  is  but  a short  and  concise  rela- 
tion of  the  manly  and  vigorous  conduct  of  M.  the 
count  de  Pulaski  in  Poland,  so  well  known  and  es- 
tablished in  all  Europe.  And  this  we  certify  at 
Paris. 

(Signed)  RODRIGUE  HOETALEZ  & CO. 

May  30th,  1777. 

THE  OLDEN  TIME. 

From  the  New  York  Daily  Whig. 

To  amuse  those  of  our  readers,  who  may  be  cu- 
rious in  such  matters,  we  propose  occasionally  to 
serve  up  a chapter  of  recollections  gathered  (rom 
the  early  history  and  records  of  New  York.  The 
following  extracts  are  from  the  council  minutes  of 
the  colony: 

March  IS,  1664. — Ordered,  Indians  not  to  drink 
strong  liquor. 

September  30,  1664. — John  Decker,  banished  out 
of  the  government  for  having  gone  to  Albany  to  stir 
up  the  Dutch. 

December  22,  1664. — A warrant  against  Hen- 
drick Thompson  (the  cow  keeper)  of  Jamaica,  for 
havieg  used  scandalous  and  opprobrious  speeches 
both  against  his  majesty’s  royal  person  and  his  good 
subjects. 

February  7,  1668. — A warrant  against  Adam 
Bower,  for  having  uttered  evil  and  scandalous 
speeches. 

August  21,  1668. — Release  (by  the  governor)  to 
Ralph  Hall  and  Mary  his  wife,  for  a recognizance 
they  entered  into  at  the  assizes  on  a charge  of  witch- 
craft. 

December  16,  1668. — Prices  of  grain,  winter 
wheal  4s.  and  6d.  per  bushel — Summer  wheat  4. — 
Rye  3s.  and  6d. — Indian  corn  2s.  and  6d. 

April  1,  1669. — The  governor  allows  a horse  race 
at  Hempstead  for  the  better  breed  of  horses,  &c. 

May  28,  1669. — Rev.  Mr.  Vabrinus  had  displeas- 
ed the  magistrates  of  Albany,  in  interfering  in  a 
marriage  there.  He  is  suspended  from  his  ministe- 
rial functions;  but  the  governor  pardons  him  of  the 
rest — allows  him  to  celebrate  the  restoration  of  his 
majesty,  provided  he  keeps  within  the  bounds  of 
moderation. 

July  8,  1671. — Order  of  council  on  John  Booth’s 
complaint  of  the  hard  measure  of  levying  upon  his 
goods  to  pay  the  minister  whom  he  says  had  denied 
to  administer  the  “sacrament  of  baptism  to  his  chil- 
dren.” The  minister  answers  that  “for  his  life  he 
cannot  be  compelled  thereto.”  The  council  order 
a letter  to  be  written  to  the  minister  and  communi- 
cated to  the  inhabitants— Mai  more  charity  and  mo- 
deration be  used  towards  his  neighbors  for  the  future. 

September  26,  1671. — An  order  of  the  governor 
on  all  the  physicians  to  attend  a poor  woman  that 
lays  lame  in  Pearl  street,  New  York.  “She  is  call- 
ed the  old  ferryman’s  wife  of  Coramunipaw.” 

January  9, 1672 — An  order  prohibiting  handling 
with  the  Indians  at  Schenectady;  stating  that  it 
may  prove  a great  prejudice  to  the  town  of  Albany. 

March  21, 1672. — The  governor  orders  the  town 
of  Hempstead  to  pay  its  schoolmaster. 

July  6,  1672. — Declaration  of  war'between  Eng- 
land and  Holland  read  in  council. 

September  6, 1672. — Schenectady  allowed  a town 
court  to  try  matters  to  the  amount  of  100  guilders. 

October  14,  1672. — Daniel  Suttin  discharged 
from  prison  at  the  extraordinary  time  of  his  royal 
highness’  birth  day,  and  a new  election  of  mayor 
and  aldermen. 

November  1,  1672. — Proclamation  against  Rich- 
ard Lattin  for  uttering  malicious  and  traitorous 
words  against  his  royal  highness,  the  duke  of  York: 
and  also  vile  and  abusive  speeches  against  the  go- 
vernor. 

November  19,  1672. — John  Cooper  bound  over 
for  evil  words  against  the  government. 

November  20, 1672. — Permission  to  John  Cooper 
to  give  the  Indians  “a  gill  of  liquor  now  and  then.” 

February  16,  1675. — A warrant  against  Peter 
Ellet;  “who  doth  pretend,  and  has  reported,  to  have 
seen  sights  or  visions  in  this  city  and  fort,  which 
tends  to  the  disquiet  and  disturbance  of  his  majes- 
ty’s subjects  in  those  parts.” 

May  12,  1676. — A warrant  against  a woman  for 
leaving  her  husband,  “being  deluded  away  by  one 
Thomas  Case,  and  that  she  acts  in  a dancing  quak- 
ing manner,  with  silly  and  insignificant  discourse.” 

July  26,  1676. — An  order  against  all  drunken  In- 
dians— “and  if  any  be  seen  coming  drunk  out  of  a 
house,  that  house  shall  be  fined;  and  if  the  house 
be  unknown,  and  the  Indian  bo  found  in  the  street, 
the  whole  street  shall  be  fined.”  No  butcher  to  be 
a currier,  shoemaker,  or  tanner;  and  no  tanner  to 
be  either  currier,  shoemaker  or  butcher. 

August  17,  1676. — Resolved,  That  Albany  shall 
have  no  more  privileges  than  this  place,  (New 
York). 


At  a council,  May  19,  1677,  whether  attorneys 
are  thought  useful  to  plead  in  court  or  not?  It’s 
thought  not,  but  to  be  as  at  Nevis,  Jamaica,  &c.— 
Whereupon,  Resolved  and  ordered.  That  pleading 
attorneys  be  no  longer  allowed  to  practice  in  the 
government,  but  for  the  depending  causes. 


TOURNAMENTS  AND  CHIVALRY  IN  THE 
OLDEN  TIMES. 

From  the  Corsair. 

“Firm  in  his  stirrups,  with  collected  might 
He  stood;  and  to  direct  his  spear  might, 

Against  the  buckler  drove  the  pointed  wood, 
Which,  like  a mount  of  steel,  the  shock  withstood. 
The  foe  withmighter  force  his  helmet  found, 

And  instant  hurled  him  senseless  to  the  ground.’’ 

Ariosto. 

Three  valiant  and  noble  knights  of  France,  sir 
Boucicaut,  the  lord  Reiginald  de  Roye,  and  the  lord 
de  Saimpi,  resolved  to  hold  a solemn  tournament  at 
Inglevere,  near  Calias,  in  which  they  undertook  to 
maintain  the  lists  against  allcomers.  This  tourna- 
ment was  proclaimed  in  many  countries,  particu- 
larly in  England,  where,  as  the  quaint  old  chroni- 
cler observes,  “it  excited  several  knights  and  squires 
who  were  fond  of  adventures  and  deeds  of  arms,  to 
confer  on  the  subject.” 

More  than  sixty  English  knights  and  squires  ac- 
companied sir  John  Holland,  earl  of  Huntingdon, 
the  king’s  half  brother,  to  this  tournament.  Among 
them  were  sir  Peter  Courtenay,  sir  John  Drayton, 
sir  John  Walworth,  sir  John  Russel,  sir  Peter  Shir- 
borne,  sir  William  Clifton,  sir  William  Clinton, 
sir  Wiiilliam  Talbot,  sir  Godfrey  de  Seyton,  sir 
John  Bolton,  sir  John  Arundil,  sir  John  Beaumont, 
and  many  others.  All  of  these  took  up  their  quar- 
ters at  Calais. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  challengers,  they  ordered 
three  rich  Vermillion  tents  or  pavilionsto  be  pitched 
near  the  place  appointed  for  the  lists,  and  before 
each  were  suspended  twTo  shields,  for  peace  or  war, 
(that  is,  with  blunt  or  sharpened  lances),  embla- 
zoned with  the  arms  of  each  challenger.  Such  as 
were  desirous  of  performing  any  deeds  of  arms 
were  to  touch  one  of  these  shields,  when  they  would 
be  tilted  with,  agreeably  to  their  request. 

On  the  21st  of  May,  the  three  nights  were  prop- 
erly armed,  and  their  horses  ready  saddled,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  tournament.  The  English 
knights  also  came  from  Calais,  and  being  arrived  at 
the  spot,  drew  up  on  one  side.  The  place  of  the 
tournament  was  smooth  and  green  with  grass. 

Sir  John  Holland  was  the  first  who  sent  his  squire 
to  touch  the  war  shield  of  sir  Boucicaut,  who  in- 
stantly issued  from  his  pavilion  completely  armed. 
Having  mounted  his  horse  and  grasped  bis  spear, 
they  took  their  distances.  When  the  two  knights 
had  for  a short  time  eyed  each  other,  they  spurred 
their  horses,  and  met  full  gallop  with  such  force 
that  sir  Boucicaut  piereced  the  shield  of  his  adver- 
sary, and  the  point  of  his  lance  slipped  along  his 
arm,  but  without  wounding  him.  The  knights  con- 
tinued their  career,  without  stopping,  to  the  end  of 
the  lists.  This  course  was  much  praised. 

In  the  second  course  they  hit  each  other  slightly, 
but  no  harm  was  done;  anil  their  horses  refused  to 
complete  tile  third.  Sir  John  Holland  who  was 
heated,  wished  to  complete  the  tilt,  and  returned  to 
his  place,  expecting  that  Bouicaut  would  again  call 
for  his  lance;  but  he  did  not,  and  showed  plainly 
that  he  would  not  that  day  tilt  any  more  with  sir 
John.  The  English  knight,  therefore,  sent  his 
squire  to  touch  the  war  shield  of  the  lord  de  Saimpi, 
who,  being  ready  for  the  combat,  sallied  out  from 
his  pavilion,  and  grasped  his  lance.  The  two 
champions  couched  their  lances,  but  at  the  outset 
their  horses  crossed,  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  their 
horses  met  in  their  career,  but  in  consequence  of 
the  crossing  (which  was  much  blamed)  sir  John 
was  unhelmed. 

He  returned  to  his  people,  who  soon  rehelmed 
him;  and  having  resumed  their  lances,  they  met  full 
gallop,  and  hit  each  other  with  such  force  in  the 
middle  of  their  shields  that  they  would  have  been 
unhorsed  had  they  not  kept  tight  seats.  They  re- 
turned to  their  places,  and  took  breath.  Then  sir 
John  Holland,  who  had  a great  desire  to  distinguish 
himself  at  this  tournament,  had  his  helmet  braced, 
and  grasped  his  spear  again.  The  lord  de  Saimpi, 
seeing  him  advance  did  not  decline  the  encounter, 
but  spurring  his  horse  to  full  gallop,  they  met  in  the 
mid3t  of  the  lists,  their  spars  striking  each  on  the 
other’s  helmet,  from  which  the  spearks  were  made  to 
fly.  At  this  course  the  lord  de  Saimpi  lost  his  hel- 
met. Sir  John  Holland  wished  to  break  another 
lance  in  honor  of  his  lady,  but  it  was  refused  him 
because  he  had  already  run  his  six  courses.  He 
therefore  quitted  the  lists  to  make  way  for  others, 
his  courage  and  dexterity  having  gained  him  praise 
from  all  sides. 


After  several  other  courses  had  been  run,  sir 
Peter  Courtenay  sent  a squire  to  touch  the  three 
shields  of  war.  This  caused  a great  deal  of  surprise, 
but  the  knight  declared  that  he  wished  to  break 
two  lances  with  each  of  the  champions.  Sir  Regi- 
nald de  Roye  first  offered  himself,  but  from  the  res- 
tiveness of  their  horses,  they  both  failed  in  the  at- 
tempt. On  the  second  course  they  met  full  gallop, 
and  sir  Rignald  de  Roye,  having  unhelmed  his  ad- 
versary, returned  gently  towards  his  pavilion,  his 
two  courses  being  completed. 

Sir  Peter  Courtenay  and  the  lord  de  Saimpi  now 
ran  together,  and  their  lances  were  bioken  in  the 
first  shock.  In  the  next  encounter  tile  lord  Saimpi 
hit  sir  Peter  hard,  whose  horse  swerved  a little; 
but  sir  Peter  struck  off  the  Frenchman’s  helmet, 
and  rode  on  to  his  post.  Sir  Boucicaut  now  came  to 
complete  the  two  remaining  courses;  and  in  the  first 
the  two  knights  met  with  such  lire  and  impetuosity 
that  both  chargers  fell  back  on  their  haunches,  but 
no  other  result  followed.  At  the  second  course 
they  were  both  unhelmed.  Sir  Peter  Courtenay 
was  then  told  he  had  done  enough  that  day,  and  he 
retired  fiom  the  lists. 

Sir  Peter  Shirbone,  a young  knight  of  good  cour- 
age, sent  his  squire  to  touch  the  war-shield  of  sir 
Boucicaut.  The  knight  was  ready  to  answer  him, 
for  he  was  armed  and  on  hoiseback,  leaning  his 
spear,  and  eager  for  an  adventure.  In  the  first  course 
their  horses  swerved,  but  in  the  next  career  their 
lances  took  good  effect  upon  the  visor  of  each.  The 
lances  of  the  French  knight  shivered,  but  that  of 
the  Englishman  bore  off  the  helmet  of  sir  Bouci- 
caut on  its  point,  whilst  the  blood  spouted  from  his 
nose,  and  the  champion  was  obliged  to  retire  to  his 
pavilion  Then  advanced  the  lord  de  Saimpi  against 
sir  Peter  Shirborne,  and  well  did  these  valiant  gen- 
tlemen maintain  their  reputations.  The  first  course 
was  attended  without  loss  to  either  knight,  but  in 
the  second  their  lances  struck  full  against  their 
shields,  and  broke  in  three  pieces;  but  the  blow  of 
lord  de  Saimpi  was  so  fierce  that  the  English  knight 
lost  his  seat,  and  fell  to  the  ground.  He  was  then 
led  from  the  lists  by  his  attendants. 

The  sports  now  concluded  lor  that  day,  and  the 
English  set  off  at  full  gallop  for  Calais,  where  they 
remained  all  nightenjoy  ing  themselves.  The  French 
retired  to  Inglevere. 

The  next  morning,  after  mass  and  drinking  a cup, 
the  English  again  left  Calais,  and  repaired  to  the 
lists,  where  they  found  the  French  knights  await- 
ing them,  as  was  most  right  and  proper.  After 
several  tilts  had  taken  place,  sir  Godfrey  de  Seyton 
opposed  himself  to  sir  Reginald  de  Roye.  They 
met  full  gallop,  and  though  their  speara  were  too 
tough  to  break,  they  remained  fastened  in  their 
shields  whilst  their  hoises  with  difficulty  reco- 
vered from  the  shock  of  the  encounter.  In  the 
next  course  sir  Reginald  received  a severe  blow  on 
the  helmet,  but  he  repaid  the  thrust  well,  foratthat 
lime  he  was  accounted  one  of  the  best  knights  in 
France,  ‘ and  was  smitten  with  love  for  a young 
lady  that  made  all  his  affairs  prosper.”  He  now 
struck  so  violent  a blow  against  the  shield  of  sir 
Godfrey  that  it  was  pierced  through  as  well  as  his 
left  arm.  The  spear  broke  as  it  entered,  the  rest 
falling  to  the  ground,  and  the  steelhead  sticking  in 
the  shield  and  in  the  arm.  Sir  Reginald  was  much 
praised  both  by  French  and  English  for  this  tilt. 

There  was  a Bohemian  knight  attached  to  the 
household  of  the  queen  of  England,  who  challrnf- 
ed  sir  Boucicaut  to  tilt  with  him.  But  the  Bohe- 
mian conducted  himself  in  so  unkindly  a manner 
that  he  got  out  of  the  line  of  tilling,  and  then  struck 
his  opponent  on  the  helmet.  By  this  impropriety 
he  forfeited  his  arms  and  horse,  had  the  Frenchman 
insisted  upon  it.  After  a good  deal  of  conversation 
upon  this  foul  stroke,  the  French  knights  pardoned 
it  out  of  complaisance  to  the  English.  The  Bohe- 
mian then  begged  to  he  permitted  to  run  one  course 
with  sir  Reginald  de  Roye,  who  granted  his  request. 
Both  knights  spurred  their  Iftrrses  and  struck  each 
other’s  shields  at  the  same  moment;  but  sir  Regi- 
nald thrust  with  such  force  and  good  intent  lhat  he 
made  the  Bohemain  fly  out  of  his  saddle,  and  the 
spectators  feared  he  was  killed.  The  champion 
continued  his  course  to  his  own  station,  and  the 
English  were  not  sorry  to  behold  the  condition  of 
the  Bohemian  after  the  discourteous  act  he  had 
committed. 

The  lilting  continued  four  days,  when  their  ap- 
peared to  be  no  more  tillers  to  encounter  the  chal- 
lengers, who  had  conducted  themselves  most  wor- 
thily. The  English,  therefore,  took  their  leave 
with  many  expressions  of  admiration  and  satisfac- 
tion, and  returned  to  their  own  couni ry.  The  three 
French  knights  remained  till  the  thirty  days  were 
fully  accomplished,  and  then  returned  leisurely 
each  to  his  home.  The  king  of  France  and  all  his 
lords  received  them  most  handsomely,  and  thus 
1 ended  the  famous  tilting  at  Inglevere. 
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Hon ■ Richard  Fletcher , M.  C.  from  Suffolk  district, 
Mass,  lias  resigned  his  seat  in  the  26tli  congress.  The 
Boston  Transcript  says  it  knows  not.  the  inducement 
to  this  unexpected  determination,  which  is  understood 
to  be  positive,  but  the  place  of  one  so  strong  in  con- 
troversy, and  so  argumentative  in  debate,  so  straight 
forward  and  honest  in  purpose,  yet  so  bland  and  con- 
ciliatory in  manner,  will  not  and  cannot  be  easily  sup- 
plied. 

The  express  mail  ceased  to  run  on  the  1st  instant. 
LTnder  the  new  arrangement,  the  regular  mail  from  N. 
Orleans  is  to  he  conveyed  to  this  city  in  eight  days,  and 
to  New  York  in  nine  days. 

Whale  ships.  The  Journal  of  Commerce  says: 
“The  delegation  of  gentlemen  from  New  Bedford  to 
wait  on  the’ secretary  of  the  treasury,  on  the  subject  of 
the  late  change  of  regulations  relative  to  whale  ships, 
have  returned;  having  found  at  Washington  all  the 
disposition  which  could  be  desired  to  favor  their  views. 
We  hope  the  secretary  will,  upon  reflection,  think  it 
right  to  adjourn  the  operation  of  the  new  order  of 
things  until  the  decision  of  judge  Story  is  reviewed  be- 
fore "the  supreme  court.  The  design  of  congress  and 
the  policy  of  the  country  is  so  well  understood,  that 
every  body  will  desire  that  so  great  a mischief  as 
threatens  the  whalemen  from  the  sudden  change  of 
policy,  should  be  avoided. 

Upwards  of  500,000  persons  have  been  conveyed  on 
the  Trenton  rail  road  since  its  completion,  and  out  of 
that  large  number  it  is  asserted  that  only  two  have 
been  injured,  viz:  Mr.  Steel,  who  was  recently  killed, 

and  another  who  lost  the  use  of  his  hand  by  an  acci- 
dent which  occurred  about  twelve  months  ago.  Both 
of  these  persons  were  outside  of  the  cars,  smoking  se- 
gars,  and  neither,  it  is  said,  would  have  been  hurt,  had 
fis  occupied  his  seat  in  the  car. 

The  public  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  in  each 
of  the  states  and  territories  amount  to  more  than  three 
hundred  millions  of  acres.  If  to  the  quantity  unsold 
lying  within  the  limits  of  the  states,  the  amount  in  the 
territories  and  regions  beyond  be  added,  the  aggregate, 
according  to  the  official  statement  of  the  commission- 
ers of  the  general  land  office,  will  exceed  nine  hundred 
millions  of  acres.  This,  it  has  been  estimated,  would 
furnish  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  United 
States  with  a harm  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  acres  in 
extent. 


of  the  Blind. ’’  The  letters  in  which  it  is  printed,  are, 
of  course,  in  relievo;  and  are  read  by  the  blind  by  pass- 
ing the  finger  over  the  line. 

The  St.  Louis  Bulletin  of  the  26th  June  says — “We 
perceive  that  Messrs.  Kingsland  & Lightner  are  bring- 
ing bituminous  coal  from  Feoria.  The  Missouri  and 
Illinois  coal,  found  in  this  neighborhood,  not  answer- 
ing for  the  manufacture  of  the  finer  parts  of  machine- 
ry, were  obliged  to  bring  it  from  Pittsburgh  at  a cost 
of  about  50  cents  a bushel;  coal  equally  as  good  can 
be  delivered  here  from  Peoria  at  about  15  cents  a 
bushel.  This  no  doubt,  will  be  the  opening  of  an  ex- 
tensive trade,  of  mutual  benefit  to  both  places.  Their 
establishment  alone  consumes  about  10,000  bushels 
annually. 

Value  of  the  coal  trade.  The  immense  value  of  the 
coal  trade  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  is  shown  in  the 
following  statement  of  the  comparirive  number  of  ar- 
rivals at  that  port  during  the  first  six  months  of  1837, 
1838  and  1830. 


Foreign. 

Coastwise. 

Total. 

In  1837 

207 

1,418 

1,525 

In  1838 

205 

3,840 

4.045 

In  1839 

235 

4,534 

4,769 

Showing  an  increase  in  the  total  arrivals  of  1839 
over  those  of  1S3S  of  714  vessels,  and  an  increase  over 
1837  of  3,144. 

It  will  he  observed  that  for  every  foreign  arrival  dur- 
ing the  last  six  months  there  have  been  no  less  than 
twenty  coastwise  arrivals,  and  of  the  latter  perhaps  nine- 
tenths  have  been  vessels  employed  in  the  transportation 
of  anthracite  coal  from  Philadelphia  to  other  ports. — 
Here  is  a domestic  commerce  in  a single  item  which  is 
of  itself  sufficient  to  sustain  a large  city. 

Michigan  flour.  The  Detroit  Free  Press  estimates 
the  number  of  barrels  of  flour  shipped  from  Detroit 
this  season  at  100,090.  From  Toledo  35,000,  making 
the  exports  from  the  eastern  side  of  the  Pensacola 
worth  $1,000,000!  The  amount  sent  down  the  St. 
Joseph,  Kalamazoo  and  Grand  rivers,  and  conveyed 
otherwise  to  Lake  Michigan,  is  estimated  at  equal  to 
70,000  barrels,  worth  $5,000,000.  The  Free  Press 
thinks  it  a safe  estimate  to  say  that  the  surplus  of  the 
last  year’s  harvest  may  be  valued  at  two  millions  of 
dollars! 

The  tolls  on  the  New  York  canals  for  April,  May 
and  June,  amounted  to  $G16,935 

For  the  same  months  of  1838,  514,931 


Galignani’s  Paris  Messenger  announces  the  publica- 
tion, by  order  of  the  minister  of  the  marine,  of  a new 
general  chart  of  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  formed 
by  captain  Luvaud  and  the  officers  of  the  surveying 
expedition,  rectifying  the  numerous  important  errors  of 
former  charts. 

Distressing  casualty.  An  interesting  little  boy,  two 
years  old,  son  ofMr.  Williams,  of  the  Buffalo  theatre, 
got  some  part  of  a flower  in  his  throat,  which,  before  it 
could  be  extracted,  produced  death  by  suffocation. 

Suicide.  The  Albany  Daily  Advertiser  says:  Maria 
Harris,  a daughter  of  Lot  Harris,  in  the  town  of  Ami- 
ty, Alleghany  county,  the  23th  ult.  about  17  years  of 
age,  put  an  end  to  her  existence  by  hanging  herself  in 
a room  just  put  up  adjoining  the  house  her  father  lived 
in.  The  particulars  of  the  transaction  or  the  cause  of 
so  foolish  a step,  wo  have  not  learned. 

Traveller  s.  The  number  of  people  moving  about  at 
this  time  is  wonderfully  great.  The  Massachusetts, 
from  Providence,  came  in  yesterday  morning  with 
near  six  hundred  passengers.  There  were  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  ladies  in  the  cabin,  and  poor  crea- 
tures, they  could  not  ali  of  them  get  either  birth,  settee, 
or  a plank  of  the  floor.  The  gentlemen  bivouacked 
on  the  decks,  and  covered  them  completely. 

[iV.  Y.  jour.  Com. 

Cool  summer.  An  astronomer  at  Hempstead,  Long 
Island,  says  he  has  counted,  in  the  month  of  June,  no 
less  than  eleven  spots  on  the  sun’s  disc.  They  are 
constantly  shifting.  [IV.  Y.  Star. 

Frontier  burning.  A gang  of  ten  refugees  from  Ca- 
nada, without  provocation,  cowardly  burnt,  a few  ev- 
enings since,  a barn  at  Barnston,  just  within  the  Ca- 
nada’lines,  bordering  on  Vermont,  and  then  escaped 
into  that  state. 

Agoodbusiness.  There  is  a lady  in  the  west,  who 
makes  a good  business  in  conducting ’slander  suits. — 
Trie  Centerville  (Indiana)  Chronicle  of  the  3d,  says  of 
the  circuit  court  there:— 

An  action  of  slander  was  tried,  which  resulted  in  a 
verdict  of  $500  against  the  defendant.  The  Same  plain- 
tiff, a young  lady,  about  six  months  ago,  in  a similar 
action,  against  another  individual,  recovered  a verdict 
of  $1,000.  A few  such  verdicts  as  these  will  effectually 
bridle  the  tongue  of  the  slanderer. 

Stage  accident.  At  New  Bedford  on  Monday  the 
Taunton  stage  was  upset  in  turning  a corner.  Capt 
Thomas  Dunham,  jr.  of  New  York,  h id  his  shoulder 
dislocated;  Mr.  Brooks,  of  Nantucket,  suffered  dislo- 
cation of  an  ankle  and  was  otherwise  injured,  and 
?>lrs.  Lydia  Macy,  wife  of  Josiah  Macy,  esq.  of  Nan- 
tucket, was  severely  bruised.  Several  other  passen- 
gers also  sustained  inconsiderable  injury. 

Newspaper  for  the  blind.  A weekly  newspaper  for 
the  blind  was  established  at  Palermo,  in  Sicily,  on  the 
15th  of  March  last — for  the  use  of  the  blind.  It  is  called 
“If  Consola  oire  de  Ciechi” — literally,  “The  Consoler 


Excess  of  1839  over  1838,  $102,004 

The  Pensacola  Gazette  says — “Lieut.  Palmer,  of  the 
United  States  topographical  engineers,  has  we  under- 
stand, been  engaged  during  the  week  in  making  an 
examination  of  Yellow  river,  and  we  are  gratified  to 
learn  that  he  deems  it  practicable  to  open  and  improve 
the  navigation  of  that  stream,  some  distance  beyond 
the  Alabama  line.  $500  was  appropriated  at  the  last 
session  of  congress  for  a survey  of  the  Yellow  river.” 

Inspections  of  tobacco  at  Petersburg,  inspected  in  the 
month  of  June. 

1838.  1839. 

Passed  242  v Passed  139 

Refused  612  Refused  456 


854  hhds. 

Previously. 

Passed  1,403 

Refused  5,349 


595 

Previously. 
Passed  486 

Refused  4,632 


6,754 


5,118 


Total,  7,603  5,613 

The  Annapolis,  Maryland,  Republican  mentions  a 
mulberry  tree  growing  on  a farm  near  the  Seven  river, 
the  body  of  which  measures  twenty-two  feel  in  circum- 
ference at  some  distance  from  the  ground,  with  height 
and  expansion  of  limbs  in  full  proportion.  It  is  in  full 
foilage.  and  the  owner  was  a few  days  since  offered 
thirty  dollars  to  allow  it  to  be  stripped  of  its  leaves. 

Williams,  the  homicide.  All  intercession  made  to 
governor  Porter  on  behalf  of  this  wretched  individual 
nave  at  length  proved  fruitless.  The  governor,  we  un- 
derstand from  information  which  arrived  from  Harris- 
burg on  Saturday  last,  has  signed  his  death  warrant. 
He  is  to  expiate  the  crime  of  which  he  has  been,  con- 
victed on  the  gallows,  on  the  5ihof  next  August. 

[Ledger. 

The  domestication  of  the  wolf.  There  is  going  the 
rounds  an  article  from  the  learned  Frederick  Curvier  to 
prove  that  wolves  may  be  domesticated — that  there 
anatomy  is  the  same  as  the  dog’s  nearly,  &c.  Now  one 
fact  is  better  than  ali  speculation.  In  the  early  history 
of  this  country,  on  Long  island  for  example,  one  of  the 
greatest  nuisance,  the  white  settlers  encountered  on  the 
eastern  extremity,  was  the  quantity  of  wolves  the  Indi- 
ans had  trained  up  as  dogs.  Any  one  familiar  with  our 
Indian  tribes  generally,  particularly  those  of  the  Rocky 
mountains,  knows  that  the  Indian  clog,  is  virtually  a li- 
neal descendant  of  the  wolf.  The  same  in  Kamschat- 
ka,  Asia,  and  this"  is  one  of  the  illustrations  the  la- 
mented Dr.  Mitchell  was  accustomed  to  give,  in  proof 
of  the  Asiatic  origin  of  our  aborigines,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  identity  of  some  of  the  rude  paintings  on  deer 
skins  with  Egyptian  symbols. 

Progress  of  common  schools  in  Kentucky.  The  Lou- 
isville Journal  mentions  that  the  Rev-  H.  H.  Kave- 
natigh,  superintendent,  of  public  instruction,  is  making 


the  tour  of  the  Green  River  country,  and  his  visit  has 
been  eminently  successful  in  enlisting  the  active  ope- 
ration of  that  region  of  the  state  in  favor  of  the  public 
school  system. 

The  army.  The  resignations  of  the  following  officers 
have  been  accepted  by  the  president,  to  take  effect  at 
the  dates  set  opposite  their  respective  names: 

Lieut,  col.  S.  Burbank,  5th  infantry,  June  30,  1839. 

Capt.  John  Bradley,  2d  infantry,  June  30,  1839. 

First  lieut.  W.  II.  Betts,  1st  artillery,  June  20,  1839. 

First  lieut.  J.  McAlister,  1st  infantry,  June  10,  1839. 

Naval.  The  Boston  Atlas  says  that  there  are  four 
vessels  now  lying  at  the  navy  yard,  Charleston,  nearly 
ready  for  sea,  viz:  the  United  States,  Columbus,  Con- 
cord and  Marion.  The  United  States  is  a frigate  ol 
the  1st  class,  and  rates  44  guns.  She  is  entirely  fitted 
for  service,  and  lies  at  the  lower  end  of  the  yard.  The 
Columbus  is  still  employed  as  a receiving  vessel,  and 
has  a large  number  of  recruits  attached  to  her,  and  a 
school  on  board  for  boys  apprenticed  to  the  navy,  con- 
taining about  40  pupils-  These'  appentices  receive  a 
good  English  education,  and  are  instructed  in  stamen’s 
duty.  The  plan  of  naval  schools  has  been  in  operation 
about  one  year. 

Ttie  Concord  i3  a sloop  of  war,  of  the  2d  class,  and 
rates  18  guns.  She  is  now  ready  for  sea,  and  is  j only 
waiting  for  officers  and  men. — The  Marion  is  anew 
and  beautiful  sloop  of  war,  of  the  3d  class,  16  guns,  and 
is  also  ready  for  service. — She  was  launched  about 
three  months  since. 

The  old  frigate  Constellation  is  in  the  dry  dock,  un- 
dergoing thorough  repairs. 

The  new  rope  walk  at  the  navy  yard  works  admira- 
bly; the  machinery  is  driven  by  steam,  and  is  capable 
of  manufacturing  upwards  of  800  tons  of  rope  and  cord- 
age per  annum,  'l'his  is  the  only  establishment  of  the 
kind  connected  with  the  navy.  It  is  a line  stone  build- 
ing, with  a slate  roof  1,350  feet  in  length,  including  ihe 
head,  where  the  machinery  is  placed- — The  rope  nia- 
liulactured  is  of  a very  superior  quality. 

The  North  Carolina  is  to  be  moored  in  the  Butter- 
milk channel,  off  New  York,  as  the  receiving  and 
school  ship  for  aparatus. 

The  Hudson  is  to  be  laid  up  in  ordinary. 

The  Fulton  steamship  is  now  lying  at  New  York. 

The  schooner  Enterprise,  now  lying  at  our  navy 
yard,  from  a cruise  in  the  Pacific,  is  ordered  to  be  im- 
mediately fitted  out. 

The  Uuiied  Stales  ships  Columbia  and  John  Adams, 
for  Manilla  and  China  were  at  Singapore  on  the  18th 
of  February. 

The  French  brig  of  war  Oreste,  capt.  Marc,  of  20 
guns,  from  Martinique,  arrived  in  Hampton  Roads  on 
Monday  afternoon,  and  went  up  on  Tuesday  to  the 
naval  anchorage;  shortly  after  which  she  exchanged 
salutes  with  the  U.  S.  frigate  Java. 

A proposition  has  been  made  in  New  York,  to  erect 
a monument  to  tiie  memory  of  William  Leggett;  a cor- 
respondent corrects  the  suggestion,  and  proposes  that 
an  annuity  be  purchased  tor  his  widow,  who  is  left 
destitute — a women  whom  the  deceased  loved  much, 
and  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for  solace  in  trouble,  for 
watchful  care  in  sickness,  and  for  delightful  compa- 
nionship in  every  vicissitude.  That  is  the  monument. 

[Pliilud.  U.  S.  Gazette. 

In  Bedford,  Trimble  county,  Kentucky,  an  encoun- 
ter took  place  between  two  cousins  named  Smith  and 
Hill,  in  which  Hill  was  stabbed  and  killed. 

The  Lowell,  (Mass.)  Courier,  says  a Miss  Lydia 
Brewster,  was  found  yesterday  morning,  about  8 
o’clock,  suspended  by  her  stays  strings  to  a clothes  hook 
in  her  chamber,  at  No.  11,  Boot  corporation,  in  this  city. 
The  girl  who  roomed  with  her  left  her  in  bed  at  5 
o’clock.  She  had  been  unwell  for  a short  time,  and  oc- 
casionally showed  symptons  of  delenum. 

A mercantile  library  is  about  to  be  established  at 
Richmond — $2,000  having  been  already  subscribed 
towards  the  object. 

The  notes  of  the  Illinois  banks  are  nof  received  at 
the  land  offices,  and  to  avoid  the  drains  for  specie  they 
are  compelled  to  limit  their  business  to  the  smallest 
compass.  The  receivers,  it  is  stated,  will  take  only 
specie  or  St.  Louis  bank  notes  in  payment  for  lands. 

Bunker  Hill.  At  a recent  dinner  given  by  the  lord 
mayor  of  London,  the  veteran  gen.  Wetherell,  now  in 
his  84th  year,  was  present  and  toasted.  He  returned 
thanks  for  the  compliment,  stated  that,  he  had  been  64 
years  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  mentioned,  as 
something  to  boast  of,  that  he  fought  in  ti-ie  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill.  When  the  old  gentleman  dies,  the  Yan- 
kee chronicle  ought  to  say,  “Another  revolutionary  pa- 
triot gone.” 

The  Athens  (Geo.)  Banner  announces  the  death  of 
the  hon.  A.  S.  Clayton,  formerly  a representative  in 
congress  from  Georgia.  He  died  on  the  21st  ult. 

The  Savannah  (Geo.)  Republican  announces  the 
death  of  gen.  John  Floyd,  a gallant  soldier,  who  died 
at  his  residence  in  Camden  county,  on  the  24th  ultimo. 
He  also  formerly  represented  the  state  of  Georgia  in 
congress. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  is  authorised  to  say 
that  ihe  rumor  that  com.  T.  Ap.  Cntesby  Jones  had 
offered  his  services  to  Texas,  has  no  foundation  what- 
ever; he  has  never  entertained  the  remotest  thought  of 
leaving  the  service  of  his  native  country  to  embark  in 
any  other. 
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TO  THU  SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  REGISTER. 

In  consequence  of  the  greatly  increased  cost  of 
publishing  the  “Register”  in  Washington  city, 
and  other  reasons  not  necessary  to  state  here,  I de- 
termined at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress to  return  with  my  establishment  to  Baltimore; 
but  before  I could  complete  my  arrangements  for 
that  purpose  the  death  of  my  father  occurred — 
which  melancholy  event  increased  the  difficulties 
with  which  I had  to  contend,  and  caused  the  sus- 
pension of  the  “Register”  until  the  present  peri- 
od,— from  which  it  will  be  published,  in  this  city 
with  its  former  regularity,  and  with,  I hope,  in- 
creased evidences  of  zeal  and  industry. 

In  again  resuming  the  publication  of  this  time- 
honored  work,  I cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  my  numerous  friends 
in  various  sections  of  the  union  for  the  deep  inte- 
rest they  have  manifested  in  my  personal  affairs, 
and  for  the  speedy  resumption  of  the  publication  of 
the  Register;  and  I know  they  will  learn  with 
pleasure  that,  if  the  subscribers  to  the  work 
[ifpwhich  have  not  for  many  years  been  so  nume- 
rous as  at  -present ) will  make  some  amends  for  their 
past  neglect  and  pay  their  subscriptions  with  a 
moderate  degree  of  punctuality,  it  will  soon  be 
placed  in  its  old  and  prosperous  condition,  and  may 
continue,  for  another  generation,  an  “honest  chron- 
icle” of  the  events  of  the  times,  to  which  all  may 
resort  in  the  confident  belief  that  “the  (ruth,  and 
the  whole  truth”  is  fairly  and  fully  stated. 

Several  of  the  omitted  numbers  have  already  been 
forwarded  to  subscribers — the  remainder,  with  the 
indices,  will  be  completed  with  all  possible  despatch; 
and  for  the  future  the  work  will  be  punctually  for- 
warded on  the  day  of  its  publication,  and  so  secure- 
ly packed  as  to  ensure  its  safe  arrival  in  the  most 
distant  sections  of  the  union. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  OGDEN  NILES. 

Baltimore,  July  20,  1839. 

0CP»Our  editorial  brethern  with  whom  we  “ex- 
change,” will  please  forward  their  papers  to  us  at 
Baltimore,  instead  of  Washington  city. 


Official.  Navy  department,  July  11,  1839.  The 
board  for  the  examination  of  midshipmen,  con- 
vened at  the  naval  asylum,  Philadelphia,  on  the 
24th  ultimo,  has  closed  its  proceedings,  a report  of 
which  was  received  at  the  department,  and  ap- 
proved on  the  8th  instant. 

The  following,  k a list  of  the  midshipmen  in  the 
order  in  which  they  passed: 


1 JohnCassin  Henry, 

2 Wm.  A.  Wayne, 

3 James  S.  Biddle, 

4 C.  R.  P.  Rogers, 

5 Henry  Cadwallader, 

6 Jas.  Withers  Read, 

7 Washington  A.  Bartlett, 

8 Robert  Burts, 

9 Albert  Smith  Whittier, 

10  Richard  M.  Tillotson, 

11  Francis  Winslow', 

12  T.  M.  Mix, 

13  .1.  C.  Williamson, 

14  Gough  W.  Grant, 


15  C.  Vanalstine, 

16  A.  G.  Clary, 

17  Henry  L.  Chipman, 

18  George  W.  Doty, 

19  George  Wells, 

20  John  S.  Neville, 

21  Peter  U.  Murphy. 

22  John  B.  Randolph, 

23  Johnston  B.  Carter, 

24  William  H.  Adams, 

25  Jonn  Smith  Paterson, 

26  Fras.  E.  Baker, 

27  Samuel  Pearce, 

23  Henry  B.  Robertson, 
29  B.  Romaine  Nichols, 


Official.  Navy  department,  July  19,1839.  The 
board  of  naval  surgeons  recently  convened  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, terminated  its  proceedings  on  the  12th 
instant. 

The  following  assistant  surgeons  were  examined, 
and  found  qualified  for  promotion,  viz: 

D.  C.  McLeod,  to  retain  his  original  position  on 
the  register,  next  below  John  A.  Lockwood. 

Ninian  Pinkney,  Robert  T.  Barry  and  George 
W.  Peete,  to  retain  their  present  relative  position 
on  the  register. 
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Te  following  candidates  for  admission  into  the 
navy, were  passed  in  the  order  as  to  relative  merit 
here  stated,  viz: 


No.  1 John  O.  C.  Barclay, 

2 J.  B.  Gould, 

3 C.  H.  Wheelwright, 

4 R.  W.  Jeffrey, 

5 Thomas  M.  Potter, 

6 Wm.  A.  Nelson, 


No.  7 G.  G.  Willson, 

8 .1.  PI.  Wright, 

9 N.  T.  H.  Moore, 

10  Joseph  Plopkinson, 

11  John  Thornley, 

12  Daniel  L.  Bryan. 


West  Point  Academy.  In  the  present  sheet, 
we  have  published  the  report  of  the  board  of  visi- 
ters of  this  institution,  which  gives  a highly  favor- 
able account  of  its  condition  and  advantages. — It  is 
from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Marcy,  ex-governor  of  New 
York. 

The  “Army  and  Navy  Chronicle”  contains  the 
list  of  cadets  admitted  into  the  institution  in  June 
last: — 

Maine — Rufus  Ingalls,  Charles  E.  Jarvis. 

New  Hampshire — Joseph  H.  Potter. 

Massachusetts — Charles  J.  Gilliss. 

Connecticut — Samuel  G.  Wolcott,  Geo.  Deshon. 

Vermont — George  Stevens,  Henry  R.  Selden. 

New  York — Norman  Elting,  W.  K.  Van  Bokke- 
len,  Wm.  F.  Disbrow,  Nelson  G.  Williams,  trede- 
ric  Steele,  James  Covell,  John  J.  Peck,  Charles 
Hamilton,  Roswell  S.  Ripley,  Elihu  Grant,  Henry 
M.  Judah. 

New  Jersey — Samuel  G.  French,  C.  W.  Vande- 
grift,  Isaac  F.  Quimby,  Robert  M.  Shotwell. 

Pennsylvania — George  W.  Knox,  John  H.  Gre- 
land,  jr.  Henry  F.  Clarke,  J.  H.  Rankin,  W.  B. 
Franklin.  L.  P.  Kinsey. 

Delaware—  John  Sutton. 

Maryland— Henry  B.  Schroeder. 

Virginia — -Preston  Johnston,  Lewis  Neill. 

North  Carolina — Marquis  de  Lafayette  Caldwell. 

South  Carolina — B.  F.  Johnson,  Geo.  W.  Glenn. 

Georgia— David  Baily. 

Kentucky — Wm.  G.  Kincaid,  David  P.  Wade, 
Thaddeus  D.  Jones,  Wm.  Crittenden,  O.  H.  P. 
Johnson,  Edmonds  B.  Holloway. 

Ohio — Robert  Hazlelt,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  Wm. 
F.  Raynolds. 

Indiana — Joseph  J.  Reynolds,  Jacob  Booker. 

Alabama— E.  W.  Marlin,  Wm.  Cunningham. 

Arkansas — E.  B.  Strong. 

Michigan — Columbus  Augur. 

Wisconsin — Edward  J.  Lloyd. 

Iowa — Franklin  Gardner. 

At  large — Oscar  King,  Andrew  J.  Lindsay,  John 
M.  Taylor. 


Treasury  notes  and  specie  circulars. 
We  see  it  stated  in  some  New  York  whig  paper, 
that  difficulties  in  the  money  market  exist  in  con- 
sequence oi  transactions  made  by  some  of  the  country 
banks  with  the  federal  government  as  to  treasury 
notes. 

On  inquiry,  we  find  that  no  such  notes  have  been 
issued  to  a single  country  bank  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  except  one,  and  that  only  to  the  amount  of  a 
few  thousand  dollars,  instead  of  many  millions,  as 
is  represented. 

Another  statement  is,  that  the  banks  are  exposed 
to  a drain  for  entering  land  under  the  new  order  of 
government.  But  we  learn  that  no  new  order  has 
been  issued  on  that  subject  since  the  repeal  of  the 
specie  circular  in  1838;  and  that  any  difficulties 
which  now  arise  in  the  receipt  of  bank  paper,  are 
such  as  have  always  existed  if  some  of  it  is  not  at 
par,  or  equivalent  to  specie,  where  it  is  deposited 
or  paid  out.  [Globe,  of  the  18/A  inst. 


Land  office  money.  The  notes  of  the  Illi- 
nois banks  are  not  received  at  the  land  offices;  arid, 
to  avoid  the  drains  for  specie,  they  are  compelled  to 
limit  their  business  to  the  smallest  compass.  The 
receiver,  it  is  stated,  will  take  only  specie  or  St. 
Louis  bank  notes  in  payment  for  lands. 

[ BicknelVs  Reporter. 

An  article  similar  to  the  above  has  been  circu- 
lating some  days,  and  originated,  we  believe,  in 
Wall  street,  that  mint  of  panics  and  misrepresenta- 
tions. Such  poisoned  arrows  injure  the  banks  much 
more  than  the  public  officer  against  whom  they  are 
recklessly  aimed.  On  inquiry  in  the  proper  quar- 
ter, we  find  that  the  statement  is  entirely  incorrect, 
the  notes  of  the  state  bank  and  others  in  Illinois 
being  received  at  the  different  land  offices,  like  all 


other  notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  when  they  are 
at  par  with  specie  where  they  are  to  be  paid  out  or 
deposited. 

No  discrimination  is  made  at  the  treasury  in  favor 
or  against  any  particular  bank.  Every  person  can 
see  that  it  would  be  suicidal  and  absurd  for  the  re- 
ceivers to  take  those  notes,  or  any  others,  if  not 
equal  to  specie,  as  the  public  creditors  have  a right 
to  demand  payment  in  specie;  and  it  would  be  in 
principle  as  unjust  and  partial  to  receive  them,  if 
one  or  two  per  cent,  below  par  at  any  particular 
place,  as  it  would  be  to  receive  them  if  at  a still 
greater  discount.  [Globe. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  Algernon 
Sidney  Lewis,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  New 
Orleans,  vice  Thos.  H.  Kennedy,  resigned. 

Parker  Dudley,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
Palmyra,  Missouri,  vice  Abraham  Bird,  removed. 

Thomas  A.  S.  Doniphan,  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms, Natchez,  Mississippi,  vice  James  Stockman, 
who  did  not  qualify. 

From  Florida.  A letter  from  Garey’s  Ferry, 
under  date  of  3d  inst.  says: 

The  Indians  have  been  in  large  numbers  to  fort 
Mellon  and  fort  King,  and  all  report  their  entire 
willingness  and  determination  to  go  within  the  de- 
signated boundaries  and  there  remain.  Every 
means  will  be  tried  to  secure  them  the  peaceful  pos- 
session of  the  alloted  territory,  and  if  nothing  un- 
common takes  place,  the  wise  ones  say  that  the 
great,  everlasting  Florida  war,  is  at  length  closed. 

The  Alexandria  Gazette  contains  the  following 
dated, 

St.  Augustine,  E.  F.  July  7,  1839. 

A schooner  arrived  here  a few  days  ago  from 
Cape  Florida,  by  which  we  learn  that  Sam  Jones 
has  been  in  several  times  at  fort  Lauderdale,  and  is 
perfectly  willing  to  comply  with  the  arrangement 
entered  into  by  general  Macomb,  with  some  common 
Indians  at  fort  King,  whom  the  negro  interpreter, 
Sandy,  had  dubbed  chiefs!  Sandy  acknowledged  in 
this  place  that  he  appointed  Tuste-Nuggee,  with 
whom  general  Macomb  made  the  “treaty,”  “suc- 
cessor” to  Sam  Jones!  Sam,  however,  altho’  thus 
unceremoniously  deposed  by  Sandy,  has  too  much 
sense  to  quarrel  about  the  medium  through  which 
the  great  war  chief  of  the  whites  acknowledged 
himself  whipped ; provided  he  obtains  all  the  results 
of  victory. 

The  New  Orleans  Bee  says,  “public  meetings 
have  been  held  in  St.  Augustine,  Tallahassee, 
Apalachicola,  and  other  places,  disapproving  of  the 
late  negotiation  with  the  Seminoles.  A gentleman 
lately  from  Florida,  informs  us  that  general  discon- 
tent prevails  among  the  population,  and  that  the 
terms  of  the  treaty — if  treaty  it  may  be  termed — 
will  not  be  agreed  to  by  the  Fioridians.” 

Villainous  deed.  The  St.  Augustine  News, 
of  the  6th,  has  the  following. — The  deaths  of  cap- 
tain Mitchell  and  lieut.  Pugh,  a3  well  as  twelve 
soldiers,  we  learn,  is  attributed  to  poison.  Col. 
Davenport  and  three  surgeons  are  stated  to  be  un- 
der its  influence,  and  for  whose  recovery  fears  are 
entertained.  A keg  of  white  lead  was  discovered 
in  the  spring  from  whence  their  supplies  of  water 
were  obtained.  As  yet  the  perpetrators  of  this  vil- 
lanous  deed  have  not  been  (bund  out. 

Canadian  affairs.  A row  occurred  at  Cobourgh, 
U.  C.  at  a recent  meeting  of  reformers.  It  is  stated 
that  the  populace  carried  standards  inscribed  “Dur- 
ham and  reform;”  and  that,  after  they  were  col- 
lected together,  a band  of  malcontents  and  British 
officers  assaulted  them  wuth  shillelahs,  and  de- 
manded the  surrender  of  the  flags.  This  was  re- 
fused; and  an  attempt  being  made  to  force  them, 
one  of  the  bearers  presented  a pistol  and  attempted 
twice  to  fire  it.  He  was  seized,  horribly  mangled, 
and  carried  off.  The  flags  were  taken,  Durham’s 
name  tom,  and  the  whole  torn  into  a thousand 
shreds,  and  trampled  on  with  contempt. 

In  the  closing  part  of  the  day.  a new  attack  was 
made  upon  the  reformers.  One  was  pursued  in  his 
wagon,  who  fired  twice  on  his  pursuers.  Neither 
shot  took  effect. 

One  man  was  seized  and  rode  upon  a rail,  and 
others  took  shelter  under  heaps  of  shavings,  in  cel- 
lars, in  the  woods,  &c. 
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The  Lewistown  Telegraph  gives  an  account  of 
two  burnings  near  Queenston — one  of  the  barns 
and  outhouses  belonging  to  Dr.  Newburn,  at  Stam- 
ford, and  the  other,  the  house  and  barns  of  Mr. 
Overhault,  at  Short  Hills.  They  were  both  the  work 
of  incendiaries,  and  both  were  the  property  of  con- 
spicuous loyalists. 

The  Kingston  Chronicle  announces  the  arrest  of 
Martin  Kelly,  alias  Millis,  said  to  have  been  con- 
cerned in  robbing  the  mail  last  spring,  and  in  the 
destruction  of  the  sir  Robert  Peel. 

The  British  government,  it  is  said,  intends  to 
erect  a block  house  on  Fighting  Island,  which  com- 
mands both  channels  of  the  Detroit  river. 

We  learn  by  the  Upper  Canada  papers,  that  the 
customary  Orange  processions  are  not  to  take  place 
this  year. 

Indian  war.  The  Peoria  Register  gives  the 
following  items  respecting  the  war  which  young 
Hawk  is  waging  against  the  Sioux: 

It  seems  that  they  were  out  in  search  of  the  Sioux 
only,  and  that  coming  upon  the  combined  bands 
near  the  neutral  ground,  a tract  of  land  that  sepa- 
rates the  former  and  latter  tribes,  they  (the  Sioux 
and  Mohawks)  held  up  a red  blanket  in  token  of 
friendship,  but  which  unfortunately  carried  a differ- 
ent impression  to  the  bosoms  of  the  ferocious  Sacs, 
who  instantly  rushed  upon  them,  and  without  re- 
sistance, killed  and  captured  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, to  the  number  of  twenty-five  or  thirty. 

And  now  at  their  town  on  the  Des  Moines,  and 
far  in  the  distance  may  be  heard  the  fierce  shouts 
and  triumphant  yells,  as,  in  their  ecstacy,  they  dance 
around  the  post  where  hangs  the  ghastly  scalps  of 
the  dead,  and  where  are  tied  their  disconsolate  cap- 
tives. 

The  following  belongs  to  the  same  subject: 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editor,  dated  Des  Moines 
trading  house,  June  5,  1839: 

Our  Indians,  (Sacs  and  Foxes)  are  all  at  war  at 
present.  A party  came  in  a few  days  since,  bearing 
scalps  and  eleven  prisoners!  They  are  so  elated 
with  their  success,  that  they  have  all  turned  out, 
men,  young  and  old,  boys,  dogs,  and  all. 

Newspapers,  &c.  published  in  the  United 
States.  The  following  information  is  from  returns 
made  to  the  post  office  department,  and  has  been 
politely  handed  to  us  forpublication.  [Globe. 


Newspapers , magazines,  and  periodicals , published  in 
the  United  States,  1st  July,  1839. 

Maine  .....  41 

New  Hampshire,  ...  26 

Vermont,  ....  31 

Massachusetts,  (at  Boston  65)  . . 124 

Rhode  Island,  ....  14 

Connecticut,  ....  31 

New  York,  (at  New  York  city  71)  . . 274 

New  Jersey,  ....  39 

Maryland,  (at  Baltimore,  20)  . . 48 

Pennsylvania,  (at  Philadelphia,  71)  . 253 

Delaware,  ....  3 

District  Columbia,  (at  Washington  11)  . 16 

Virginia,  (at  Richmond,  10)  - . 52 

North  Carolina,  ...  .30 

South  Carolina,  ....  20 

Georgia,  .....  33 

Florida  Territory7,  ....  9 

Alabama,  .....  34 

Mississippi,  ....  36 

Louisiana,  (at New  Orleans,  10)  . . 26 

Arkansas,  .....  4 

Tennessee,  ....  50 

Kentucky,  . . . . 31 

Ohio,  (at  Cincinnati,  27)  . . 164 

Michigan,  ....  31 

Wisconsin  Territory,  ...  5 

Iowa  Territory,  ....  3 

Indiana,  .....  69 

Illinois,  .....  33 

Missouri,  ....  25 


1,555 

Of  the  above  116  are  published  daily,  14  tri-week- 
ly, 30  semi-weekly,  and  991  once  a week.  The  re- 
mainder are  issued  semi-monthly,  monthly  and  quar- 
terly, principally  magazines  and  reviews.  Many  of 
the  daily  papers  also  issue  tri-weeklys,  semi-week- 
lys,  and  weeklys.  Thirty-eight  are  in  the  German 
language,  four  in  the  French,  and  one  in  the  Spa- 
nish. Several  of  the  New  Orleans  papers  are  printed 
in  French  and  English. 

Canal  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  The 
Republic  of  New  Granada  has  granted  to  a compa- 
ny the  privilege  of  making  a canal,  rail  road,  or 
Macadamised  road  over  this  isthmus.  In  1836,  this 
privilege  was  accorded  to  col.  Charles  Biddle.  The 
conditions  of  the  privilege  not  having  been  fulfilled, 
it  has  been  granted  to  a company  associated  with  the 


house  of  Salomon  and  Co.  of  Guadalope.  The 
agent  of  this  company  is  now  in  Europe,  with  the 
view  of  raising  the  means,  and  making  the  prepara- 
tions for  this  enterprise. 

The  conditions  of  the  contract  are  concisely  these: 

1.  The  intermarine  communication  muse  termi- 
nate atone  end,  in  the  town  of  Panama.  It  may  be 
a canal,  a rail  road,  or  Macadamised  road. 

2.  If  a canal  be  made,  the  duties  of  transportation 
to  accrue  to  the  government,  shall  be  one  per  cent. 

3.  The  navigation  of  the  river  Chagres,  in  canoes, 
shall  not  be  interrupted. 

4.  Vessels  under  the  New7  Granada  flag,  shall  pay 
ten  per  cent,  less  toll  than  those  of  other  nations; 
that  is  ten  per  cent,  off  the  toll. 

5.  This  privilege  shall  continue  fifty  years, 
from  the  completion  of  the  work,  for  which  six  years 
are  allowed. 

6.  The  company  shall  begin  their  operations  in 
three  years  from  the  date  of  the  contract.  Failing 
to  comply  with  this  condition,  they  shall  pay7  $25,000 
penalty  to  the  state. 

7.  At  the  end  of  the  term  of  this  privilege,  (fifty 
years),  the  canal  shall  become  the  property  of  the 
republic. 

It  may  safely  be  predicted  that  the  funds  for  mak- 
ing this  canal,  under  the  present  contract,  will  ne- 
ver be  raised.  Contrary  to  the  usual  inducement 
to  embark  in  such  enterprises,  that  of  an  increasing 
value  in  the  stock,  in  the  present  case,  the  stock 
must  diminish  in  value  every  day,  since  it  must  be- 
come the  property  of  the  state  at  the  end  of  fifty 
years.  [Globe. 

At  the  last  session  of  congress,  Mr.  Mercer,  from 
the  committee  on  roads  and  canals,  made  a report  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  subject  of  an 
improved  communication  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  oceans,  at  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  which 
closed  with  the  following  resolution: 

“Resolved,  that  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  opening 
or  continuing  negotiations  with  the  governments  of 
other  nations,  and  particularly  with  those,  the  terri- 
torial jurisdiction  of  which  comprehends  the  isth- 
mus of  Panama,  and  to  which  the  United  States  have 
accredited  ministers  or  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  practicability7  of  effecting  a commu- 
nication between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans, 
by  the  construction  of  a ship  channel  across  the 
isthmus;  and  of  securing  forever,  by  suitable  treaty 
stipulations,  the  free  and  equal  right  of  navigating 
such  canal  to  all  nations,  on  the  payment  of  reason- 
able tolls.” 

This  report  was  taken  up  by  the  house,  so  soon 
as  made,  and  the  resolution  above,  adopted  with- 
out a division.  So  far,  therefore,  the  house  of 
representatives  has  exhibited  a disposition  decided- 
ly favorable  to  the  construction  of  a ship  canal  at 
Panama,  if  such  a work  shall  be  found  practicable. — 
Doubtless  it  will  be  found  “practicable” — for  what 
is  not  so,  to  the  means  and  enterprise  of  the  nine- 
teenth century?  And  doubtless,  a canal  across  the 
isthmus,  and  affording  a short  cut  to  the  commerce 
of  the  world,  between  the  two  great  oceans,  is  one 
of  the  things  to  be  done,  within  the  next  twenty 
years.  [Nat.  Ini. 

Triumph  of  American  mechanics.  It  is  with 
great  pleasure  we  extract  from  the  London  Morning 
Journal  of  June  1st,  the  following  voluntary  tribute 
to  the  skill  of  our  mechanics.  In  addition,  we  are 
informed  that  the  directors  of  the  Grand  Junction 
company  placed  on  their  railway  the  best  of  their 
English  locomotives  out  of  fifty-two,  to  compete 
with  Mr.  Norris’s.  The  latter,  however,  notwith- 
standing her  greatly  inferior  weight,  was  victorious. 

The  English  locomotive  weighed  15  tons,  with  12 
inch  cylinders,  18  inch  stroke,  and  5 feet  driving- 
wheels.  The  Philadelphia  locomotive  weighed  on- 
ly 8 tons,  with  10  inch  cylinders,  18  inch  stroke, 
and  4 feet  driving  wheels.  The  burthen  in  gross 
was  120  tons.  [U.  S.  Gazette. 

American  locomotive  engines.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed that  a contract  had  been  entered  into  between  the 
Birmingham  and  Gloucester  railway  company,  and 
Mr.  Norris,  of  Philadelphia,  U.  S.  for  the  supply  of 
locomotives  for  the  Gloucester  railway.  The  con- 
tract was  conditionally7  made,  on  the  first  engine 
manufactured  by  Mr.  N.  performing  certain  work 
agreed  upon.  As  much  interest  has  been  felt  in  tins 
country  with  reference  to  the  contract,  and  as  some 
doubts  were  entertained  as  (o  the  correctness  of  the 
representations  made  respecting  these  engines,  we 
have  pleasure  in  giving  the  following  particulars  as 
to  the  engine  sent  over  to  this  country  by  Mr.  Nor- 
ris, and  the  work  it  has  actually  performed  on  the 
Grand  Junction  railway,  in  conformity7  with  the 
agreement  to  which  we  have  alluded. 

The  England  weighs  about  eight  tons  without 
water  or  fuel;  she  is  built  much  lower  and  smaller 
than  the  engines  commonly  in  use  here,  and  has  six 


wheels,  the  driving  pair  being  four  feet  in  diameter. 
The  cylinders  are  ten  and  a half  inches  in  diameter, 
and  aie  enclosed  in  proper  cases  to  prevent  radiation 
— the  stroke  eighteen  inches.  The  machinery  is  of 
the  simplest  construction,  and  consists  of  a much 
smaller  number  of  parts  than  we  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  see.  The  cylinders  are  placed  on  the  out- 
side of  the  framework,  which  allows  the  advantage 
of  a straight  axle;  and  the  general  appearance  of  the 
engine  more  nearly  resembles  that  of  the  old  Rocket 
engine  than  any  with  which  we  are  acquainted. 
The  engine  is  got  up  in  a most  superior  style,  and 
finished,  even  to  the  most  minute  particular,  in  a 
very  beautiful  and  workmanlike  manner,  every  part 
having  been  executed  with  perfect  accuracy,  by 
means  of  self-acting  machinery.  As  a proof,  indeed, 
of  the  mathematical  correctness  of  the  work,  we 
may  mention  that  the  steam-tight  joints  are  formed 
simply  by  the  bringing  into  contact  of  metalic  sur- 
faces; the  workmanship  of  wdlieb  is  so  true  as  en- 
tirely to  supersede  the  necessity  of  packing  of  any 
kind.  The  boiler  is  similar  to  those  used  in  engines 
manufactured  in  this  country,  but  it  contains  only 
seventy-eight  lubes,  instead  of  from  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  forty,  the  number  commonly  used 
in  those  on  our  railways;  and  the  consumption  of 
fuel,  compared  with  the  work  performed,  is,  we  un- 
derstand, very  small. 

The  task  undertaken  to  be  performed  by  the  Eng- 
land was,  to  run  from  Birmingham  to  Warrington, 
fourteen  journeys  each  way,  carrying  one  hundred 
totis  in  the  gross,  and  performing  the  distance,  eigh- 
ty miles,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  per  hour, 
which  the  engine  has  accomplished  considerably 
within  the  specified  time  of  four  hours;  the  average 
time  having  been  about  3 hours  50  minutes,  or  the 
actual  running  time,  without  stoppages,  from  3 h.  9 
mins,  to  3 h.  19  mins.  On  one  occasion,  it  is  stated 
that  the  engine  brought  inlo  Birmingham  the  enor- 
mous load  of  126  tons,  drawing  it  up  the  inclined 
planes  without  any  assistance;  and  on  no  occasion 
has  it  failed  to  perform  the  required  duty,  nor  has 
even  the  least  derangement  of  any  partoi  the  machine- 
ry taken  place.  Itsbould  also  be  mentioned,  that  the 
various  parts  were  never  put  together  until  its  arri- 
val in  this  country,  when  they  were  first  fitted  at  Li- 
verpool, the  day  previous  to  making  a trip;  nor  has 
a tool  been  applied  to  the  engine  since  she  was  first 
set  up.  We  understand  the  conditional  order  to  Mr. 
Norris  for  ten  engines  of  similar  capability,  has 
been  confirmed. 

The  speaker’s  chair.  A late  number  of  the 
Nashville,  (Tenn.)  Republican  Banner,  contained 
the  following  bill  of  the  cost  of  the  splendid  chair 
of  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  and 
the  gorgeous  hangings,  &c. 

Washington,  Dec.  1 si,  1838. 
The  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  Dr.  to  Buck  & Oliver,  upholster- 
ers, 465  Broadway,  New  York, 

To  crimson  velvet  chair  for  the 
speaker,  ...  $165  00 

To  27  yards  of  silk  bullion  fringe, 
with  gimp  head,  - - $24  648  00 

To  13  yards  of  silk  and  worsted 
do.  - - - - 9 117  00 

To  4 pair  of  crimson  silk  drapery 

tassels,  - - - 35  140  00 

To  2 pair  of  do  do  large,  45  90  00 

To  20  yards  of  silk  cable  cord,  2 40  00 

To  large  silk  slides,  - - 6 12  00 

To  11  pieces  oflndian  satin  damask,  30  330  00 

To  152  yards  of  crimson  Florence 
silk, 

To  144  yards  of  muslin  interlinings, 

To  iron  fixtures. 

To  shield  and  ornaments, 

To  making  curtain  over  speaker’s 
chair,  - - - - 

To  boxing  and  packing, 

To  freight  and  cartage,  - 
To  expense  and  time  in  the  summer 
to  measure,  - 

Do.  do  to  put  curtain  up 

Do.  do  do  of  man  to  assist, 

To  3 yards  of  silk  and  worsted, 
fringe, 

To  18  yards  crimson  orris  lace. 


1 05  159  60 

12}  17  86 

43  00 
139  00 

40  00 
20  00 
12  44 

50  00 
50  00 
50  00 

9 27  00 

18£  3 37£ 


2,154  27} 

Cr,  by  cash  on  account;  1,500  00 


Balance  due  $654  27^ 

Gentlemen:  I have  examined  this  bill,  as  the  ma- 
nufacturer of  the  fringe,  tassels  and  rope,  and  find 
the  prices  to  be  the  usual  upholsterer’s  charge. 
Respectfully,  [Signed]  John  Johnson, 

437  Broadway, 

New  York,  Feb,  13,  1839. 
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I have  the  best  reason  to  believe  that  the  charges 
made  in  the  written  bill  are  such  as  all'ord  to  the 
undertakers  of  the  work  nothing  more  than  a rea- 
sonable profit,  and  such  as  are  paid  by  private  per- 
sons for  the  same  materials  and  labor. 

[Signed]  T.  L.  Smith. 

26  Feb.  1839. 

Mexico.  The  New  Orleans  Louisianian  con- 
tains the  articles  of  capitulation  ot  the  town  of 
Tuspan  to  the  government  forces.  One  of  the  con- 
ditions is,  that  gen.  Urrea,  leader  of  the  insurrec- 
tionary movements,  “shall  continue  in  the  entire 
enjoyment  ot  his  employment  and  his  honors,  being 
discharged  from  all  responsibility  for  his  conduct 
as  commander  of  the  troops  which  were  given  him 
on  the  28th  December,  1838.”  The  signers  of  the 
articles  are  gen.  Paredes,  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  gen.  Urrea,  on  the  part  ol  the  town. 

Mexico  and  Texas. — Letters  from  Mexico,  re- 
ceived at  New  Orleans,  contain  intimations  which 
would  seem  to  leave  no  doubt  that  the  invasion  of 
Texas  is  seriously  contemplated  by  the  Mexican 
government.  The  following  letter,  which  we  copy 
from  the  Bee,  throws  some  light  upon  the  move- 
ments of  Mexico  and  her  designs  in  regard  to 
Texas: — 

Mexico , Jane  15th,  1839. 

Of  the  political  events  that  have  befallen,  and  the 
high-handed  measures  of  Santa  Ana,  you  are  doubt- 
less fully  informed.  You,  perhaps,  do  not  know, 
however,  that  gen.  Cortazai  has  for  some  time  been 
very  ill  treated  by  Santa  Ana,  and  since  the  capitu- 
lation of  Tampico,  it  is  manifest  that  ever  since  the 
assassination  of  the  heroic  Mejia,  both  Cortazar 
and  Bustamente  have  been  in  close  correspondence 
with  Urrea.  This  and  the  facility  with  which  Arista 
(whom  Santa  Ana  hates)  possessed  himselfof  Tam- 
pico, have  created  some  doubts  and  misgivings  in 
the  mind  of  his  excellency  as  to  the  final  issue  of 
his  ambitious  project;  in  consequence,  he  has  pro- 
cured Bravo  to  be  elected  president  of  the  “contys 
del  gobierno,”  and  gives  out  that  he  intends  retir- 
ing to  his  farm  for  the  re-establishment  of  his 
health;  at  the  same  time,  the  impressment  of  sol- 
diers goes  on  as  hotly  as  ever,  and  even  more  ac- 
tively— and  for  what  purpose? 

There  are  but  two  assignable  reasons,  unless  they 
are  apprehensive  that  the  French  will  still  give 
them  trouble;  the  one  is  to  firmly  establish  a mili- 
tary despotism,  and  the  other  to  invade  Texas. 
The  government  is  exerting  all  its  power  to  induce 
England  to  receive  Texas  in  part  payment  of  its 
debt.  Perhaps  it  intends  making  one  grand  effort 
to  lay  the  country  in  ruins,  and  drive  out  the  inha- 
bitants, in  order  to  accomplish  this  end.  The  con- 
vocation of  a popular  national  assembly  is  said  to 
be  in  contemplation,  with  the  view  of  forging  per- 
manently a constitution  and  government,  according 
with  the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  nation. 

On  the  ISth  June,  the  minister  of  war,  gen.  Tor- 
nel,  transmitted  to  the  Mexican  chamber  of  depu- 
ties, through  their  secretaries,  a communication,  of 
which  the  following  is  a translated  copy: — 

A presentation.  ( Iriiciaiiva .) 

Most  excellent  sir:  It  is  three  months  since  his 
excellency,  the  president  ad  interim,  took  the  reins 
of  government,  with  a firm  and  energetic  hand,  and 
the  result  of  his  measures,  vigilance  and  toils,  have 
been,  by  the  favor  of  Providence,  the  exterior  and 
interior  peace  of  the  republic;  and  his  excellency, 
who  thinks  he  has  done  but  little  for  his  country 
while  any  thing  remains  yet  to  be  done,  has  there- 
fore fixed  his  view  son  the  “department  of  Texas,” 
and,  in  consideration  of  which,  he  cannot  lose  the 
opportunity  to  cause  it  to  enter  again  into  the  bo- 
som of  the  great  Mexican  family.  For  this  object, 
conforming  to  the  wish  of  the  nation,  which  is  like- 
wise most  fervently  his  own,  he  is  resolved  to  pre- 
pare another  expedition,  which  shall  ofi'er  to  the 
Texans  peace  or  war,  indulgence  or  punishment. 

The  nation  knows  how  many  toils  and  sufferings 
his  excellency,  the  president  ad  interim,  has  under- 
gone, when  he  led  the  arms  of  his  country  to  the 
confines  of  Texas,  though  fortune  afterwards  ca- 
priciously denied  him  her  favors.  It  is  not  to 
avenge  the  chains  and  contempt  which  he  suffered, 
nor  to  silence  the  calumny  which  dared  to  tarnish 
his  name,  nor  private  interest,  nor  mean  resent- 
ments, that  animates  him;  his  incitements  are  more 
noble — a desire  to  comply  with  his  arduous  duty, 
and  to  contribute  to  cause  Mexico  to  be  respected 
for  her  interior  order,  and  even  more  so  for  the  en- 
ergy with  which  she  sustains  her  rights  when  fo- 
reign enemies  attempt  to  impair  them. 

In  consequence  of  which,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  council,  his  excellency  commands  me  to 
direct  to  your  excellencies  the  following  presenta- 
tion, (iniciativa). 


That  the  executive  be  empowered  to  incur  the 
necessary  expenses,  until  the  pacification  of  the 
“department  of  Texas”  is  fully  accomplished,  and 
to  dictate  all  measures  which  may  be  considered 
necessary  for  the  attainment  of  this  end!! 

I have  the  honor  to  make  it  known  to  your  ex- 
cellencies, that  you  may  communicate  the  same  to 
the  august  chambers,  reproducing  to  you  the  assu- 
rance of  my  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 
God  and  liberty! 

Jose  Maria  Tornel. 

Mexico,  Tune  18,  1839. 

To  their  excellencies,  the  secretaries  and  deputies. 

Copy — Mexico,  June  18th,  1839. 

J.  Velazquez  de  Leon. 

News  from  Texas.  By  the  arrival  in  our  port 
of  the  steam  packet  Columbia,  we  have  received 
our  correspondence  from  Galveston  to  the  28th  of 
June,  inclusive: 

■'  The  advices  from  Houston  state  the  crops  of  cot- 
ton and  corn  had  a very  fine  appearance,  and 
promised  to  be  very  abundant.  A report  was  in 
circulation  in  that  city,  that  the  Indians  were  com- 
mitting more  ravages  on  the  frontier,  and  prepara- 
tions were  making  to  put  a stop  to  them.  The 
intelligence  was  given  us  by  a respectable  gentle- 
man, who  came  a passenger  in  the  Columbia,  but 
our  papers  say  nothing  about  it. 

The  Texians  did  not  appear  to  pay  any  attention 
to,  or  be  disturbed  by  the  report  of  an  invasion  by 
the  Mexicans. 

The  Civilian  of  Galveston  says: 

We  briefly  noticed  in  our  last  number  the  ar- 
rival of  the  schooner  Viper,  from  Baltimore,  which 
vessel  is  one  of  the  six  contracted  for,  for  the  use 
of  our  government,  and  with  which  our  naval  force 
is  to  be  formed.  We  do  not  pretend  to  any  know- 
ledge of  the  qualities  of  this  or  any  other  class  of 
vessels,  but  to  our  eyes  she  seems  finely  propor- 
tioned, and  is  certainly  well  and  faithfully  put  up 
and  furnished. 

From  the  Pacific.  The  editors  of  the  New 
York  Express  have  intelligence  from  the  Pacific, 
Valparaiso,  and  Lima,  to  the  26th  April,  and  Guay- 
aquil to  the  2 1st  May. 

Gen.  Santa  Cruz,  with  his  officers,  was  at  Guaya- 
quil 21st  May,  w'here  they  arrived  from  lsly,  in  her 
Britanic  majesty’s  sloop  Sainarang,  a month  be- 
fore— having  embarked  at  lsly  under  an  escort  of 
sixty  men,  the  sloop  being  pursued  by  the  party  of 
general  Boliviana. 

Generals  Gornano  and  La  Frueta  were  in  posses- 
sion of  Peru,  and  had  called  a congress  to  meet  in 
May,  for  the  election  of  a president.  The  Chilian 
troops  were  mostly  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lima, 
waiting  for  pay,  and  if  they  do  not  go  till^they 
get  it,  they  will  be  as  grey  as  badgers  before  they 
leave. 

Gen.  Santa  Cruz  has  published  a small  pamphlet 
concerning  his  resignation  as  president  of  Bolivia, 
and  protector  of  the  Peru  Bolivian  Confederation. 

The  U.  S.  sloops-of-war,  Lexington  and  Fal- 
mouth, were  at.  Calloa,  24th  March.  The  U.  S. 
brig  Boxer,  captain  Nicholson,  sailed  same  date 
from  Calloa,  for  Matzland.  The  ship  Angelique 
sailed  for  Valparaiso  on  the  27th  April. 

Flour  Trade  with  Brazil.  Respecting  the 
recent  change  in  the  duty  on  flour,  imported  into 
Brazil,  the  National  Gazette  has  the  following  para- 
graph:-— 

On  the  authority  of  a commercial  house,  with 
known  means  of  correct  information  concerning 
our  trade  with  Brazil,  we  stated  on  the  5th  inst.  at 
the  request  of  one  of  the  firm,  that  American  flour 
would  not  be  subject  to  increased  duties  under  the 
new  tariff’ regulations.  We  are  now  informed  that 
this  statement  was  erroneous,  and  we  make  another 
at  the  suggestion  of  a correspondent.  By  the  latest 
advices  from  Brazil,  the  duty  on  flour,  under  the 
new  regulation  to  go  into  effect  the  1st  July,  has 
been  varied  from  20  per  cent,  on  a valuation  of 
I2||000  per  barrel,  to  20  per  cent,  on  a valuation  to 
be  fixed  weekly,  which  will  probably  be  20|| 000, 
making  the  duty  4|| 000  instead  of  2||400;  being  an 
increase  of  duty  of  1||600,  or  nearly  one  dollar  per 
barrel. 

On  this  we  may  remark,  that  the  vice  consul  of 
Brazil,  in  this  city,  has  a letter  from  the  consul  ge- 
neral, at  New  York,  which  contains  the  following 
sentence,  but  no  mention  is  marie  by  the  waiter  of 
the  operation  of  the  Brazilian  law  upon  American 
flour  as  above  stated.  We  perceive  fiom  the  Bal- 
timore papers  that  Captain  Clark  of  the  schooner 
Emily,  late  from  Pernambuco,  states  that  a duty  of 
twenty  per  cent,  is  exacted  on  American  flour,  so 
that,  when  valued  at  20||000,  the  duty  will  be  4||000 
instead  of  2||400  as  formerly — which  corresponds 
with  the  information  given  above. 


The  Ohio.  No  river  in  the  world  rolls  foi  a 
thousand  miles  a current  so  smooth  and  peaceful. 
Its  tributaries  wind  through  as  many  vallies  in  ten 
different  states.  The  Tennessee,  the  first  in  size, 
having  passed  a navigable  course  through  three 
slates,  for  more  than  one  thousand  miles,  tails  into 
the  Ohio  river  fifty  miles  above  its  mouth;  the 
Cumberland — sixty-two  miles — being  navigable  for 
steamboats  to  Nashville,  and  for  keel  boats  three 
hundred  miles  further,  the  Wabash,  two  hundred 
miles;  Green  river  two  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river — navigable  two 
hundred  miles,  and  two  hundred  yards  wide  at  the 
mouth;  the  Kentucky,  five  hundred  and  four  miles, 
navigable  one  hundred  and  fiity  miles;  Great  Mia- 
mi, four  hundred  and  eighty-two  miles — navigable 
sixty-four  miles  to  the  Saiines,  w'here  annually  is 
made  from  five  to  seven  hundred  bushels  ol  salt; 
Great  Muskingum,  nine  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 
These  are  the  principal  auxiliaries  which  give  sub- 
stance and  strength  to  the  Ohio.  In  its  course  of 
more  than  a thousand  miles,  it  washes  six  states, 
and  with  its  tributaries,  has  more  than  five  thousand 
miles  of  navigable  waters.  Its  mean  width  is  six 
hundred  yards,  with  the  exception  of  its  lowest 
fifty  miles,  the  average  width  of  which  is  one  thou- 
sand yards.  The  average  rapidity  of  its  current  is 
three  miles  an  hour.  It  rises  fifty  or  more  feet. 
At  low  water,  its  surface  at  Cincinnati  is  supposed 
to  be  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  below  the  level 
of  Lake  Erie,  and  four  hundred  and  thirty  above 
the  tide  water  of  the  Atlantic.  Such  is  the  Ohio. 

The  logs.  The  Piscataquis  Herald,  gives  the 
following  account  of  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  Aroos- 
took, as  given  by  a portion  of  the  posse  from,  that 
county,  who  have  returned.  This  account  varies, 
considerably  from  that  received  from  other  sources. 

The  Herald  says — “The  men  under  the  charge  of 
major  Turner,  of  Milo,  and  captain  Williamson,  of 
Parkman,  to  guard  the  trespass  timber  cut  on  the 
disputed  territory,  build  roads,  &c.  have  all  returned; 
having  taken  leave  “sans  ceremonie."  The  reason 
they  give  for  leaving  is,  that  their  provisions  were 
unsuitable,  consisting  of  pork  and  hard  bread  only, 
and  that  of  the  very  poorest  quality;  they  say  that 
the  boom  has  been  open  much  of  the  time  since  the 
timber  commenced  running— that  it  was  suffered  to 
remain  open  by  night  without  being  properly  guard- 
ed, and  that  rafts  of  timber  were  run  through,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  cut  by  trespassers — that  by  some 
unaccountable  cause,  much  of  the  timber  cut  by 
trespassers,  found  its  way  out  of  the  boom  and  was 
secured  below,  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  which 
timber  has  since  disappeared  and  gone  down  the 
stream.  The  men  further  state,  that  there  is  not  one 
hundred  sticks  of  timber  now  in  the  boom;  at  the 
time  appointed  by  the  land  agent  for  the  sale  of  the 
trespass  "timber,  there  were  a number  of  persons 
who  appeared  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing,  but 
neither  the  land  agent,  or  any  other  person  was  pre- 
sent to  sell.” 


Militia  of  Pennsylvania.  From  the  re- 
port of  the  adjutant  general,  we  learn  that  the  ar- 
my of  Pennsylvania  is  numbered  and  divided  as 
follows.  Considering  that  we  are  a free  people,  we 
have  a pretty  large  army — on  paper, 

1 commander-in-chief. 

16  major  generals — 34  brigadiers. 

34  brigade  inspectors — 1 adjutant  general. 

3 arsenals. 

136  regular  regiments  and  five  irregular  battalions 
of  militia,  numbering  175,929 

Cavalry,  5,005 

Artillery  and  infantry,  14,557 

Riflemen,  11,966 — 31,534 


Grand  total  of  militiamen  207,463 

[ Harrisburg  Rep. 

Antiquities.  A few  days  since,  some  laborers 
having  occasion  to  dig  in  the  large  mound  between 
this  city  and  Portland,  discovered,  about  three  feet 
under  the  surface,  several  graves,  about  30  inches 
in  length.  Slabs  of  slate  were  laid  upon  the  bottom 
of  the  graves,  two  pieces  of  similar  material  con- 
stituted the  sides,  and  a flag  stone  the  lid  or  top  of 
a rough  sarcophagus.  In  one  of  these  graves  were 
found  near  a dozen  human  skulls,  and  at  least  a 
handful  of  perfect  and  beautiful  teeth;  also,  the 
bones  of  persons — but  these  last  crumbled  into 
ashes  at  the  touch. 

“This  is  altogether  a singular  discovery.  The 
gentleman  who  affords  this  information  is  probably 
the  oldest  resident  in  Louisville,  and  says  he  well 
recollects  when  this  mound  was  covered  by  a 
growth  of  the  heaviest  poplar.  These  remains  must 
have  been  deposited  in  their  narrow'  cell  more  than 
two  centuries  since.  There  was  a mode  of  burial 
among  the  Choctaws  and  other  tribes,  which  would 
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lead  us  to  believe  that  those  are  Indian  remains, 
deposited  according  to  that  custom.  When  a war- 
riordied  among  the  Choctaws,  instead  of  being  com- 
mitted to  the  earth  immediately,  his  frame  was  sus- 

ended  in  the  open  air,  until  the  flesh  dropped  from 

is  bones,  and  the  squaws  kept  vigil  by  his  remains 
until  “the  dust  returned  to  dust.”  Several  skeletons 
were  then  deposited  in  one  grave.  From  the  fact 
that  many  heads  were  found  in  this  grave  at  the 
mound,  we  presume  they  must  have  been  buried 
there  by  the  dusky  maidens  of  the  forest  in  the 
olden  time,  in  obedience  to  the  customs  of  their 
people.”  [ Louisville  ( Ky .)  Gazette. 

Mr.  Webster.  The  London  Morning  Herald 
of  June  4th,  contains  the  following  letter  from  the 
Hew  York  correspondent  of  that  paper.  It  is  an 
eloquent  tribute  and  testimonial  to  the  character  of 
our  most  distinguished  statesman. 

New  York,  May  18,  1839. 

A passenger  in  the  steamer  this  morning  is  Da- 
niel Webster,  a man  whose  fame  may  have  preceded 
him  to  the  old  world,  and  justifies  me  in  devoting 
this  letter  to  a brief  sketch  of  him.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  As  a jurist 
and  an  advocate,  he  is  without  a rival  in  this  coun- 
try. In  the  higher  walks  of  eloquence,  there  is  no 
man  here  who  can  contest  the  palm  with  him.  As 
a constitutional  statesman,  he  is  by  many  consider- 
ed eminently  superior  to  all  his  cotemporaries. 

Mr.  Webster  is  a native  of  New  Hampshire,  one 
of  the  northern  and  New  England  states.  He  is  the 
son  of  a farmer.  At  an  early  age  he  displayed  su- 
perior powers  and  was  sent  to  a collegiate  institu- 
tion, where  he  received  such  an  education  as  is  af- 
forded by  our  seats  of  learning.  On  leaving  col- 
lege, he  entered  on  the  study  of  the  law,  soon 
became  distinguished,  and  was  sent  to  congress. 
He  subsequently  removed  to  Boston,  in  Massachu- 
setts, where  for  many  years  he  devoted  himself 
exclusively  to  professional  pursuits,  and  attained  a 
distinguished  professional  reputation.  About  the 
year  1820,  he  again  entered  congress,  as  the  repre- 
sentative from  Boston,  and  since  that  time,  in  the 
house  and  senate,  has  represented  his  adopted  state. 
Of  Mr.  Adams’  administration  he  was  the  most 
prominent  champion  and  advocate;  of  gen.  Jack- 
son’s, from  the  commencement,  he  was  a uniform 
opponent.  At  the  last  presidential  contest,  he  was 
the  candidate  of  Massachusetts  for  the  chief  magis- 
tracy of  the  union. 

He  visits  England  as  a private  citizen.  His 
friends  anticipate  that  he  will  meet  with  a favorable 
reception,  and  create  a strong  impression.  Of  this 
there  is  no  doubt,  if  he  should  have  a favorable  op- 
portunity of  a public  display.  His  appearance  is 
remarkable.  He  is  of  a large  and  firm  stature,  and 
with  a head  that  phrenologists  will  endorse  as  the 
seat  of  a gigantic  intellect.  His  hair  and  complex- 
ion are  dark,  and  his  large  deep  seated  black  eyes 
full  of  expression.  In  his  impassioned  moments  he 
reaches  an  elevation  of  eloquence  far  surpassing  any 
thing  that  I have  ever  witnessed  among  his  fellow 
senators  and  statesmen.  His  usual  manner  is  calm, 
collected  and  dignified.  His  voice  is  clear  and  sono- 
rous. He  uses  but  little  gesture,  and  that  of  no  re- 
markable grace.  His  characteristics  are  vigor, 
energy,  clearness  of  arrangement,  boldness,  and  di- 
rectness of  logic,  with  singular  simplicity  of  diction 
and  power  of  argument. 

Mr.  Webster  is  an  opponent  of  the  present  fede- 
ral administration — one  of  its  distinguished  oppo- 
nents. His  fame  is  pre-eminent  as  a constitution- 
al jurist.  His  arguments  before  the  supreme  court 
of  the  union  are  models  of  style,  and  text  books  of 
instruction.  Before  a jury  he  is  without  a peer. 
Even  his  political  enemies  admit  that  in  this  arena 
he  is  a giant.  His  legal  knowledge  is  extensive. 
At  some  periods  of  his  life  he  has  been  a laborious 
student,  and  of  the  common  and  statute  law  of  Eng- 
land he  is  a perfect  master.  His  literary  informa- 
tion is  far  superior  to  that  of  most  of  our  public 
men — but  it  is  chiefly  in  the  literature  of  England 
that  he  is  critically  versed.  He  has  studied  Shake- 
spear  more  assiduously  than  Homer — Burke  more 
faithfully  than  Demosthenes.  In  the  political  his- 
tory of  Great  Britain  he  is  thoroughly  educated,  and 
I imagine  that  but  few  of  your  own  statesmen  are 
more  familiar  than  he  with  the  great  questions  that 
have  agitated  your  country  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  century. 

In  the  character  of  his  mind  he  approaches  more 
nearly  to  ford  Brougham  than  to  any  other  of  your 
living  public  men.  In  general  erudition  he  is  his 
lordship’s  inferior,  in  legal  acquisition  his  equal.  As 
a terse  and  accurate  writer  of  the  English  language, 
he  will  compare  not  unfavorably  with  lord  Brough 
am;  and  as  an  orator,  speaking  with  my  country’s 
partiality,  I should  place  him  somewhat  in  a higher 
position.  In  natural  powers  of  mind  he  is  the  rival 
of  any  man  living,  and  I know  not  where  to  look  in 


the  catalogue  of  illustrious  dead,  of  any  age  or  na- 
tion, for  his  superior. 

The  description  which  I have  here  given,  you 
will  consider  tinctured  with  national  partialities,  and 
will  hardly  know  to  what  credit  it  is  fairly  entitled. 
I do  not  give  it  to  you  as  my  opinion  merely.  As 
far  as  it  touches  Mr.  Webster’s  intellectual  charac- 
ter, I may  safely  say  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
nation.  America  never  sent  to  Europe  a man  of 
whose  endowments  she  is  so  proud.  No  man  ever 
left  our  shores  bearing  with  him  such  universal  re- 
putation in  his  own  country;  a reputation  which 
few  deny,  because  there  is  no  one  to  “rival  or  share 
in  it.  As  a man,  as  an  orator,  as  a politician,  as  a 
statesman,  Mr.  Webster  is  not  so  popular  as  Mr 
Clay.  He  has  not  so  many  of  the  qualities  which 
attract  and  fix  merely  popular  admiration.  But  his 
intellect  is  of  a higher  order. — His  reputation  as  a 
constitutional  jurist  rests  on  a more  permanent  basis. 

Mr.  Webster  will  remain  a few  months  in  Eng- 
land, returning,  probably,  to  resume  his  duties  in 
the  senate  early  in  December.  A nation  commends 
to  the  kind  regards  of  her  parent  nation  one  of  her 
most  distinguished  children,  and  would  bespeak  for 
him  those  courtesies  which  genius  and  intellect 
should  always  command,  and  which,  we  feel  assur- 
ed that  Englishmen  will  not  be  backward  to  bestow. 

Gen.  Scott.  This  gallant  soldier  arrived  at 
Chicago  on  the  6th  inst.  in  the  steamboat  Illinois. 
We  learn,  from  the  Chicago  American,  that  he  is 
bound  for  Fort  Winnebago,  with  a view  to  quell 
the  hostile  spirit  manifested  by  the  Indians. 

Wool.  We  have  noticed  with  regret  a week  or 
two  past,  indications  of  a decline  of  prices  in  this 
article, — we  said  with  regret,  for  we  are  desirous 
that  the  farmer  who  toils  in  the  cold  of  the  winter 
and  in  the  heat  of  summer,  should  reap  a rich 
reward  for  their  industry.  The  alleged  reasons  for 
this  decline  are  said  to  grow  out  of  circumstances 
connected  with  manufacturing.  The  wool  manu- 
factuers  last  year  say  they  have  lost  money  in  the 
business  or  have  failed  to  make  any  profil,  and  in 
many  instances  they  have  barely  paid  the  expen- 
ses of  their  establishments,  and  several  are  chang- 
ing their  machinery  from  the  manufacture  of  wol- 
len  to  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods.  These 
statements  tend  to  depress  the  prices,  and  they  will 
do  it  if  they  are  honestly  made.  But  let  the  far- 
mer note  one  other  circumstance, — the  country  is 
full  of  agents  for  the  purchase  of  wool.  This  looks 
favorable.  In  several  of  the  best  wool  growing 
towns  in  New  Hampshire,  there  exists  considera- 
ble competition  among  the  agents  of  the  manufac- 
turers, to  secure  the  refusal  of  the  best  lots,  but  the 
owners  are  not  anxious  to  sell  at  the  prices  offered, 
which  range  from  50  to  55  cts.  for  the  best  full  blood, 
and  occasionally  for  an  extraordinary  lot,  a little 
higher.  An  intelligent  wool  dealer  at  Lebanon — 
one  of  the  first  wool  growing  towns  in  New  Eng- 
land— a few  days  since  informed  us  that  there  ex- 
isted ageueral  disposition  among  the  farmers  in  L. 
to  hold  on  to  their  wool  at  present,  yet  there  were 
some  among  them  who  sold  as  low  as  50  cents  per 
pound.  An  extraordinary  good  lot,  we  were  told 
was  sold  at  Boscawen  at  60  cents.  Our  farmer 
friends  may  judge  from  these  facts  of  their  prospecls 
at  present  of  disposing  of  their  wool.  There  will 
doubtless  be  changes  in  prices  during  the  two  or 
three  following  months.  The  manner  in  which 
lots  of  wool  have  been  cleansed  and  done  up,  will 
regulate  to  some  extent  its  value.  Buyers  look  to 
this  as  of  more  importance  than  they  formerly  have 
done.  [St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.  Caledonian. 

New  York  and  Erie  rail  road  convention 
at  Ithaca.  A convention  of  delegates  from  the 
several  counties  interested  in  the  New  York  and 
Erie  rail  road,  assembled  at  Ithaca,  July  11,  1839. 

George  W.  Pattison,  of  Livingston,  was  chosen 
president,  and  David  M.  Wescott,  of  Orange;  G. 
H.  Barstow,  of  Tioga;  John  I.  Labagh,  of  New 
York;  Richard  Wright,  of  Cattaraugus;  James  Ro- 

binson.of ; Edward  Howell,  of  Steuben,  vice 

presidents.  B.  J.  Seward,  of  Chatauque;  J.  G. 
Clinton,  of  Orange,  secretaries. 

A letter  from  governor  Seward,  was  read,  ex- 
pressing a decided  opinion  in  favor  of  “the  imme- 
diate accomplishment  of  the  great  improvement.” 

A series  of  resolutions  was  reported  and  unani- 
mously adopted,  in  favor  of  the  immediate  con- 
struction of  the  road  as  a state  w:ork,  and  advising 
such  organization  in  the  several  counties,  as  in  no 
case  to  submit  the  support  for  office,  of  any  candi- 
date, of  sentiments  doubtful  or  hostile. 

There  was  some  300  delegates  assembled  from 
the  counties  of  New  York,  Rockland,  Dutchess, 
Orange,  Sullivan,  Ulster,  Delaware,  Chenango, 
Cortland,  Tompkins,  Broome,  Tioga,  Seneca,  Che- 
mung, Yates,  Steuben,  Alleghany,  Livingston, 


Ostego,  Green,  Chattauque,  Cattaraugus,  Cayuga 
and  Oneida.  After  completing  their  proceedings, 
and  ordeiing  them  to  be  published,  the  convention 
adjourned  on  the  12th.  [W.  Y.  American. 

Anecdote  of  the  revolution.  Atthecele- 
bia'ion  of  the  4th  at  Hartloid,  the  following  toast 
was  given: 

By  the  hon.  Joseph  Trumbull.  A delegate  in 
congress  from  Connecticut,  after  having  signed  his 
name  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  said  to 
one  of  his  companions:  If  we  are  defeated  in  our 
struggle  for  independence,  this  day’s  work  will 
make  bad  work  for  me.  T have  held  a commission 
in  the  rebel  army;  I have  written  for  the  rebel  news- 
papers; I am  the  son-in-law  of  a rebel  governor; 
and  now  I have  affixed  my  name  to  this  rebel  decla- 
ration. My  sins  are  therefore  too  great  to  be  par- 
doned by  our  royal  master,  and  I must  then  be 
hanged. 

The  other  gentleman  answered:  I believe  my 
case  is  not  so  desperate,  for  I have  had  no  connec- 
tion with  the  army;  nor  can  it  be  proved  that  here- 
tofore I have  written,  or  done  any  thing  very  ob- 
noxious to  the  mother  country. 

The  immediate  and  prompt  reply  was:  “Then, 
sir,  you  deserve  to  be  hanged.” 

The  memory  of  col.  William  Williams,  a patriot 
of  ’76 — who  that  he  might  aid  in  removing  the  hal- 
ter from  his  country’s  neck,  never  hesitated  to  ex- 
pose his  own. 

Revolutionary  limes. — The  following  toast  was 
given  at  a celebration  of  the  4th  at  Portland: 

Times  that  tried  men’s  souls  — A poll  tax  of  eight 
silver  dollars,  and  a family  suffering  lor  bread. 

N.  B.  This  was  in  the  year  1780,  when  large 
sums  were  called  for  to  supply  the  continental  army; 
and  to  give  some  idea  of  the  times,  it  may  be  well 
to  state,  that  the  best  men  could  get  but  $6  per 
month  on  farms. 

The  Boundary.  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  a London  letter  in  the  Quebec  Gazette,  dated 
June  12: — - 

“1  think  you  may  take  it  as  certain,  that  a spe- 
cial convention  has  either  left  this  country,  or  will 
speedily  be  sent  to  America,  for  arranging  the  basis 
of  a settlement  of  the  disputes  with  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  boundary  ques- 
tion. 

“Her  majesty’s  advocate,  sir  John  Dodson,  has, 
for  sometime,  been  engaged  in  drawing  up  this 
convention,  which,  I am  told,  is  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  instructions  sent  to  the  Ameiican  minister 
at  our  court.  The  other  mentioned  facts  I am  not 
at  liberty,  at  present,  to  communicate.  But  I think 
the  knotty  point  is  in  a fair  way  of  arrangement. 

Cedar  quarries.  “On  asking  a friend  from 
Oswego  the  other  day,  who  used  this  term,  what 
it  meant,  he  informed  us  that  much  of  the  cedar 
which  comes  from  lake  Ontario,  is  absolutely  dug 
out  of  the  soil.  On  some  of  the  islands  of  that 
lake,  which  furnish  great  quantities  of  that  valua- 
ble timber,  there  has  not  been  growing  a single 
tree  for  many  years.  Generation  has  apparently 
succeeded  generation  of  this  timber,  had  fallen, 
and  been  successively  covered  with  earth,  and  is 
now  dug  out  for  rail  roads,  fence  posts,  &c.  in  a 
perfectly  sound  state.” 

The  above  is  from  the  Cultivator.  Persons  who 
have  been  on  the  islands  have  stated  to  us  similar 
facts.  We  believe,  however,  the  quarries  are  get- 
ting exhasted  of  their  most  valuable  mineral — the 
red  cedar,  or  that  it  is  so  deeply  imbeded,  that  the 
labor  of  excavation  is  not  sufficiently  rewarded. 
During  this  season  nearly  all  the  cedar  importations 
have  been  ol  the  white  species.  We  have  heard  it 
stated  that  on  some  of  the  islands — the  Ducks  and 
Pigeons  for  instance,  at  the  northeastern  termina- 
tion of  the  lake — there  are  subterranean  passages 
pervading  their  whole  era.  That  the  roof,  or  ex- 
terior surface  seems  to  be  composed  of  agglomerat- 
ed earth  matted  and  held  together  by  the  roots  of 
trees  which  rest  upon  it  and  have  covered  it  with 
a thick  growth  of  timber.  The  vaulted  passages, 
or  dens  below,  are  filled  with  cedar  logs  lying  in 
every  variety  of  position  and  which  no  doubt, 
formerly  like  the  rafters  of  a house  gave  support  to 
the  superincumbent  mass.  From  tile  accounts  we 
have  had,  there  are  more  wonderful  labyrinths  con- 
structed by  nature  on  lake  Ontario,  than  that  of  old 
upon  the  banks  of  lake  Meeds.  [Osmego  Pal. 

A GREAT  alligator  hunt.  A few  days  since 
captain  Patterson,  of  Pattersonville,  Dutch  settle- 
ment, in  company  with  three  friends,  captain  Co- 
vell  and  Messrs.  Charless  Bryan  and  R.  S.  Beesley, 
started  out  on  a regular  alligator  hunt  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Bayou  Chere  Amie  and  Glassy  lake. 
For  some  time  past  the  alligators  in  that  section 
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have  committed  many  depredations  upon  the  dem- 
and dogs,  “lying  in  wait,”  at  the  narrower  and 
more  frequented  parts  of  the  buyons  and  nabbing 
any  strange  cur  or  deer  which  might  chance  to 
swim  across.  To  thin  off  those  depredators  the 
hunt  was  got  up,  and  it  proved  highly  successful. 

The  party  wafout  but  two  days  and  a half,  and 
in  that  time  they  shot  no  less  than  six  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  of  the  largest  kind,  not  waisting  a bit  ot 
powder  upon  any  one  unless  he  measured  good 
ten  feet  in  length.  This  we  consider  the  height  of 
sport.  Our  informant,  Mr.  Beesley,  who  was  one 
of  the  party,  gave  us  a glowing  description  of  the 
sport.  From  the  manner  in  which  he  speaks  of  it, 
deer  and  buffalo  hunting  is  not  a circumstance. 
There  is  but  one  vulnerable  point  about  an  alli- 
gator, 'the  eye,  and  the  antics  they  cut  up  when 
some  unlucky  bullet  finds  an  inlet  to  the  brain, 
through  that  smallopening  are  said  to  be  amusing 
in  the  extreme. 

The  party  carried  on  the  work  of  destruction 
until  they  were  entirely  out  of  balls.  Had  their 
ammunition  held  out  there  is  no  knowing  how 
many  of  these  varmints  would  have  been  destroy- 
ed. [N.  0.  Pic. 

Important  decision.  We  copy  from  (he  Bos- 
ton Advertiser,  the  following  report  of  a case  tried 
in  the  U.  States  circuit  court  on  Saturday: 

The  case  of  Isaac  Grant  and  others  vs.  Mark 
Healy  was  an  action  brought  to  recover  a balance 
of  accounts.  The  plaintiffs  are  merchants  at  Trieste, 
ill  Austria.  In  December  1836,  the  plaintiffs’  agent 
in  this  city,  Mr.  Truemrn,  advanced  to  the  defen- 
dant $1,565  by  a bill  drawn  on  Baring,  Brother  &. 
Co.  In  consideration  of  this,  the  defendant  agreed 
to  ship,  and  did  ship  a cargo  of  sugars,  consigned  to 
the  plaintiffs  for  sale.  The  vessel  sailed  on  the 
voyage,  and  at  the  time  of  her  arrival  at  Trieste,  in 
March,  1837,  the  market  for  this  kind  of  sugars 
was  exceedingly  depressed  in  consequence  of  some 
changes  in  the  Austrian  tariff  of  duties  and  embar- 
rassment of  the  money  market  in  Europe.  The  su- 
gars were  sold  in  April  1837,  at  a price  less  than 
naif  their  invoice  value. 

In  consequence  of  these  disastrous  sales,  the  nett 
proceeds  fell  short  of  the  advance  money.  This 
suit  was  brought  for  the  balance.  The  parties 
agreed  that  if  the  jury  found  for  the  plaintiffs,  the 
amount  should  be  agreed,  or  be  assertained  by  an 
assessor.  The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  the 
parties  agreed  as  to  the  amount,  except  as  to  a sin- 
gle item;  and  that  was  whether  the  defendant 
should  be  charged  according  to  the  par  of  exchange 
or  the  actual  rate  of  exchange  between  Boston  and 
Trieste  at  the  time  of  the  verdict. 

Judge  Story  said  the  general  doctrine  was  clear, 
that  wherever  a debt  is  made  payable  in  one  coun- 
try, and  it  is  afterwards  sued  for  in  another  country, 
the  creditor  is  entitled  to  receive  the  full  sum  ne- 
cessary to  replace  the  money  in  the  country  where 
it  ought  to  have  been  paid,  with  interest  for  the  de- 
lay. in  the  present  case  he  thought  that  the  ad- 
vences  having  been  made  in  Massachusetts,  if  the 
goods  sent  to  Trieste  did  not  fully  reimburse  the 
amount,  the  balance  was  properly  due  and  payable 
in  Massachusetts.  Consequently  the  plaintiffs  were 
entitled  only  to  the  balance  due  at  the  par  of  ex- 
change. 

The  Lowell  factories.  A correspondent 
of  the  Boston  Traveller,  from  Lowell,  gave,  some 
time  since,  the  following  account  of  it.  If  the 
amount  of  business  strikes  the  reader  with  sur- 
prise, the  ample  means  for  religious  and  moral  in- 
struction will  be  peculiarly  gratifying. 

The  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  manufac- 
tories is  $7,650,000,  viz:  in  the  locks  and  canal3 
company,  $600,000;  in  the  Merrimack,  $1,500,000; 
in  the  Appleton,  $500,000;  in  the  Lowell,  500,000 
dollars;  in  the  Suffolk,  $450,000;  in  the  Tremont, 
$500,000;  in  the  Lawrence,  $1,200,000;  in  the 
Middlesex,  $500,000;  in  the  Boott  cotton  mill, 
$1,000,000.  There  are  27  mills,  exclusive  of  the 
print  works,  comprising  129,823  spindles,  4,197 
looms,  employing  5,416  female  operatives,  and 
1,377  males. 

Each  week  263,000  pounds,  or  732  bales  of  cot- 
ton are  wrought  into  cloth.  Eight  hundred  and 
forty-nine  thousand  yards  of  cloth  are  manufactur- 
ed per  week,  including  broadcloths,  cassiraeres, 
carpets,  rugs,  &c.  A pound  of  cotton  averages 
two  and  two-tenths  yards.  One  hundred  pounds 
of  cotton  produce  eighty-nine  pounds  of  cloth.  In 
addition  to  the  above  establishments,  there  are  the 
flannel  mill,  the  Lowell  bleacherv,  the  powder 
mills,  the  card  and  whip  factory,  the  planing  ma- 
chine, the  reed  machine,  the  grist  and  saw  mills, 
and  in  the  vicinity  the  glass  works  and  furnace. 
The  locks  and  canals  machine  shop,  from  the  ex- 


tent, variety,  and  beauty  of  its  mechanical  opera- 
tions, presents  to  the  spectator’s  eye  some  of  the 
most  interesting  and  wonderful  exhibitions  of  the 
place. 

A highly  commendable  interest  is  taken  by  the 
overseers  and  operatives  iri  intellectual  and  moral 
improvement.  The  Mechanics’  Institute  has  a 
large  and  fine  edifice,  containg  a spacious  reading 
room,  library,  mineialogical  cabinet,  lecture  room, 
&c.  and  on  a liberal  scale,  admirably  arranged  and 
supervised.  The  lyceum  sustains  annually  acourse 
of  able  lectures,  sparing  neither  pains  nor  expense 
to  renderthem  of  the  highest  intellectual  order. 

There  are  in  Lowell  thirteen  religious  societies 
— three  orthodox  congregational,  two  baptist,  two 
methodist,  one  episcopalian,  one  Unitarian,  one 
free-will  baptist,  two  universalist,  and  one  catho- 
lic. Few  places  of  the  size  have  been  so  highly  fa- 
vored with  able  and  successful  Christian  ministers 
and  pastors. 

Illinois  rail  roads.  A public  meeting  was  to  be 
held  at  Peoria,  on  the  29th  ult.  on  the  subject  of  inter- 
nal improvements.  The  Peoria  Register  of  that  date, 
gives  the  following  statements — the  first  showing  the 
total  length  of  each  rail  road  projected  in  the  state,  and 


the  aggregate  length  of  all  the  rail  roads: 

miles. 

Central  rail  road  - 457  1-2 

Southern  cross  rail  road  - 294 

Northern  cross  rail  road  - - - 234 1-2 

Shelbyville  and  Paris  branch  Central  rail 
road  - - - - 71  1-2 

Peoria  and  Warsaw  rail  road  - 116 

Alton  and  Shelbyville  rail  road  - 71 

Belleville  and  Lebanon  rail  road  - 23  3-4 

Bloomington,  Mackinaw,  Peoria  and  Pe- 
kin rail  road 53  3-4 


Total  length  of  all  the  roads  in  the  state,  1,341  3-4 
The  following  table  shows  the  average  cost  per  mile, 
the  total  cost  of  each  and  of  all  the  said  roads,  and  the 
amount  expended  to  the  end  of  last  year: 

Names  of  roads.  Cost  per  mile.  Total.  A’mt.  exp. 
Central  rail  road  $8,326  $3,809,145  $145,765 

S.  cross  and  Alton  and 


Shawneetown  R.  R. 

8,200 

2,410,800 

42.763 

Northern  cross  R.  R. 

8,400 

1,976,335 

515,311 

Shelbyville  and  Paris 
rail  road 

10,589 

757,113 

51,203 

Peoria  and  Warsaw  rail 
road 

8,301 

966,396 

75,255 

Alton  and  Shelbyville 
rail  road 

8,295 

754,845 

5,200 

Belleville  and  Lebanon 
rail  road 

7,000 

164,500 

371 

Bloomingtow,  Macki- 
naw, Peoria  and  Pe- 
kin rail  road 

11,736 

630,810 

38,022 

Total  cost  of  the  above  roads, 

$11,470,444 

$728,125 

The  great  rail  road.  The  Charleston  Cou- 
rier, of  the  12th  instant,  contains  a communication 
from  general  Hayne,  president  of  the  South  Caro- 
lina rail  road  company,  in  which  he  contradicts  the 
statement,  lately  current,  that  the  intention  of  car- 
rying the  road  beyond  Columbia  has  been  abandon- 
ed. The  following  concluding  portion  of  the  state- 
ment presents  a very  interesting  view  of  the  ope- 
rations of  the  company: — 

“To  sum  up,  in  a few  words,  the  present  condi- 
tion, policy  and  prospects  of  the  company,  we  would 
state  that  we  have  purchased,  and  almost  re -con- 
structed, a road  136  miles  long:  connecting  us  with 
all  the  improvements  going  on  in  Georgia,  Alabama, 
and  the  whole  southwest,  on  which  two-thirds  of 
the  purchase  money  (amounting,  with  the  repairs, 
to  near  $2, 000,000")  have  been  already  paid.  We 
have  laid  out  the  road  to  Columbia,  a distance  of 
128  miles;  in  the  graduation  of  which  great  progress 
has  been  made,  and  which  is  now  going  on  rapidly. 
We  have  surveyed,  by  several  routes,  the  entire 
line  from  Charleston  to  Lexington.  We  have  esta- 
blished a rail  road  bank,  with  a capital  which  now 
amounts  to  a million  and  a half  of  dollars,  and 
whose  profits,  for  the  last  six  months,  have  been  at 
the  rate  ot'  eight  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  we  hope 
so  to  regulate  our  measures,  hereafter,  as  to  extend 
our  road,  step  by  step,  bringing  into  use  successive 
sections,  from  time  to  lime;  and,  while  these  ope- 
rations are  going  on,  to  be  able,  from  the  profits  of 
the  road  and  the  bank,  to  afford  reasonable  divi- 
dends to  our  stockholders  on  the  whole  amount  of 
their  investments.  To  accomplish  all  this,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  nothing  is  necessary  but  the  continued 
cordial  and  zealous  support  of  the  stockholders  and 
the  country.  I will  only  add,  for  general  informa- 
tion, that  the  next  instalment  of  $5  on  each  share 
will  not  be  called  for  before  the  20th  of  October 
next.  Believing  that  the  information  I have  thus 
attempted  to  afford  would  be  acceptable  to  the  pub- 
lic, I avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  lay  it  before 
them.” 


Reaping  machine.  The  Frederick  Herald 
states  that  many  persons  in  that  quarter  who  feel 
an  interest  in  agricultural  improvements,  have  been 
out  to  witness  the  operation  of  the  new  cutting  ma- 
chine, which  has  been  in  use  the  present  harvest  on 
the  farm  of  Mr.  Slater,  near  the  city — -so  that  they 
might  judge  for  themselves  of  its  availability  in  ex- 
pediting the  important  work  of  ingathering  the  har- 
vest. As  the  result  of  this  occular  test  of  its  pow- 
ers, the  Herald  states  that  while  some  are  scepti- 
cal, as  yet,  a large  majority  of  those  who  have  seen 
the  machine  in  operation,  concur  in  opinion  that  it 
effects  a great  saving  of  iabor,  and  that,  at  least  in 
plain  and  even  ground,  and  where  the  grain  is  not 
down,  it  may  be  used  to  great  advantage.  That  pa- 
per gives  the  following  short  description  of  this  new 
invention:  “The  machine,  which  does  not  occupy 
as  much  space  as  a common  cart,  is  drawm  by  two 
horses,  and  the  double  edged  knives  in  the  shape 
of  a MA,  in  the  angles  of  which  the  grain  is 
caught,  and  by  the  slight  vibratory  motion  against 
fixed  straight  prongs,  is  cut,  like  as  if  in  the  grasp 
of  a pair  of  shears,  is  fixed  along  the  exterior  of  the 
cart  as  it  were  by  its  wheels.  The  machine  tend- 
ed by  a driver  and  a single  rake,  is  said  to  cut  15 
[say  ten,  rather],  acres  per  day,  and  of  course  will 
give  busy  employment  to  a number  of  binders. — 
While  we  witnessed  its  operations,  it  seemed  to 
perform  admirably  well,  but  to  labor  under  some 
disadvantages  which  longer  experience  may  cor- 
rect.” 

Teas.  The  Canton  Price  Current  of  the  5th 
March,  publishes  the  statement  of  the  General 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  showing  the  exportation  of 
teas  to  the  United  States  for  the  season  of  1838-39, 
ending  Feb.  26th.  The  following  are  the  totals: 
Peculs.  Chests. 

Black  teas,  4,379  9,556 

Green  teas,  32,284  47,650 


Total,  36,653  57,206 

These  teas  were  shipped  on  board  of  thirteen 
vessels,  all  of  which  were  bound  for  New  York, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  the  Commerce,  for  Phi- 
ladelphia. This  ship  had  on  board  487  peculs  of 
black,  and  2,826  peculs  of  green  tea. 

The  steam  frigates.  The  secretary  of  the 
navy  has  written  the  annexed  letter  to  Chas.  J.  In- 
gersoll,  esq.  of  Philadelphia,  in  answer  to  one  in- 
quiring of  him  whether  it  was  true,  as  reported,  that 
the  engines  of  the  steam  frigate  on  the  stocks  at 
Philadelphia,  were  contracted  for  out  of  that  city — 
and  suggesting  the  propriety  of  issuing  proposals 
for  competition. 

Washington,  29lh  June,  1839. 

Dear  sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter,  I beg  leave  to 
assure  you  there  is  no  intention  on  my  part  to  slight 
the  mechanics  of  Philadelphia,  of  whose  character 
and  skill  I am  fully  aware.  It  has  always  been  my 
intention  to  have  the  engines  of  the  steam  frigate  to 
be  built  at  Philadelphia,  constructed  there,  provid- 
ed there  be  any  establishment  in  the  city  competent 
to  that  purpose,  and  willing  to  accede  to  the  terms 
on  which  those  for  the  frigate  will  be  completed. 
You  may  not  be  aware,  however,  that  a trip  ham- 
mer, of  five  or  six  tons,  is  indispensable  to  the  pro- 
per amalgamation  of  the  large  pieces  of  wrought 
iron,  and  the  wrought  iron  wheels,  which  make  part 
of  these  engines,  and  which  must  be  made  else- 
wheie,  unless  these  hammers  are  provided.  I do 
not  know  whether  any  establishment  in  Philadel- 
phia is  furnished  wilh  these,  as  I have  not  had  any 
direct  application  from  your  city. 

There  is  no  intention  of  issuing  public  invitations 
for  offers,  and,  according  to  custom,  accepting  the 
lowest.  The  object  is  of  too  great  magnitude  to 
risk  its  success  on  defective  engines,  and  the  course 
intended  to  be  pursued,  is  to  escertain,  as  may  be 
done,  the  fair  price  for  first  rate  and  complete  ma- 
chinery, and  pay  that  price  when  the  work  is  satis- 
factorily performed.  I think  it  will  be  worth  while 
for  some  one  of  your  great  establishments  to  set 
about  erecting  the  necessary  machinery  for  these 
works,  which  I understand  will  take  six  months,  or 
perhaps  more.  When  the  proper  period  arrives, 
measures  will  be  taken  to  engage  the  engines,  and 
to  ascertain  the  terms  on  which  they  can  be  had  in 
Philadelphia,  as  well  as  the  capacity  of  the  manu- 
facturers to  execute  them  properly. 

I am,  dear  sir.  with  great  respect  and  regard,  your 
friend  and  servant,  J.  K.  Paulding, 


Conviction  for  libel.  The  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  a paper  called  the  Buffalonian,  published 
at  Buffalo,  New  York,* has  been  convicted  of  a 
libel  upon  a Mr.  Stow,  a lawyer,  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  for  four  months,  and  to  pay  a fine  of 
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$150.  Other  indictments  for  similar  offences  are 
pending  against  him. 

In  pronouncing  the  sentence  of  the  court,  the 
presiding  judge  said: 

“In  the  punishment  of  an  editor  or  proprietor  of 
a paper  for  a libellous  publication,  where  the  at- 
tack is  wanton  and  without  justification,  we  aim 
no  blow  at  the  liberty  of  the  press.  It  doe3  not 
belong  to  the  genius  of  our  institutions  to  abridge 
that  liberty.  The  shield  which  the  constitution 
interposes  for  its  protection  is  ample  and  sufficient; 
and  the  press  has  no  restraints  upon  it  but  such 
as  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  community  demand. 
Thus  free,  it  is  a mighty  engine  and,  when  well 
directed  is  a blessing.  It  corrects  error,  promotes 
whatever  refines  and  elevates  our  nature,  incul- 
cates a respect  for  the  laws,  and  protects  every  in- 
terest dear  to  a free  people. 

“But  a licentious  press  is  the  very  opposite.  It 
is  an  abuse  of  the  freedom  secured  by  the  consti- 
tution, and  is  a curse  instead  of  a blessing.  It 
recognises  no  limits,  and  is  reckless  of  consequen- 
ces. It  strikes  at  the  innocent  as  well  as  the  guil- 
ty, poisons  Ihe  public  mind,  maliciously  and  wan- 
tonly blackens  reputation,  invades  the  sanctity  of 
domestic  life,  cruhes  the  hope  of  happiness  of 
families,  and  disturbs  the  peace  of  the  community, 
setting  the  laws  and  those  who  administer  them  at 
defiance.  To  which  of  these  objects,  whether  to 
a well  directed  or  a licentious  press,  you  have  de- 
voted your  talents  and  attention,  your  own  con- 
science will  inform  you.  Certain  it  is  that  you 
have  been  convicted  of  one  gross  violation  of  the 
law.  Another  indictment  remains  against  you  in 
this  court,  containing  charges  similar  to  those  upon 
which  you  have  just  been  tried.  Our  records  also 
exhibit  evidences  of  breaches  of  the  public  peace, 
produced  by  the  inflammatory  publication  of  your 
paper. 

“This  court  has  no  feeling  to  gratify  in  your 
punishment.  It  is  always  painful  to  us  to  inflict 
pain  on  any  individual.  But  in  this  instance,  as 
well  as  in  all  others,  however  unpleasant  the  duty, 
it  must  be  faithfully  discharged. 

“To  the  tribunals  of  the  country  the  people  look 
for  a just  and  fearless  administration  of  the  laws. 
Whenever  courts  and  juries  shall  falter  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  high  trusts  committed  to  them  we 
may  expect  the  loss  of  public  virtue,  the  abuse  of 
liberty,  open  and  shameless  attempts  to  subvert  the 
wholesome  order  of  society,  and,  in  the  end,  the 
prostration  of  our  best  institutions.  It  is  our  in- 
tention to  avoid  any  such  consequences,  as  far  as  a 
strict  discharge  of  duty  on  our  part  can  avail. 

“We  see  in  you  a violator  of  the  peace,  the  ma- 
lignant asperser  of  a respectable  anil  good  citizen. 
We  conceive  ourselves  bound  to  hold  you  up  as  an 
example  to  others,  and,  by  the  sentence  we  shall 
pass,  to  admonish  you  and  others  that  all  similar 
and  future  infractions  of  the  law  will  be  visited  by 
this  court  with  a punishment  amply  sufficient  to 
correct  the  evil  complained  of.” 

Banks,  currency,  &c.  Vicksburg  bank.  Yesterday 
noon,  agreeably  to  public  notice,  the  stockholders  of 
the  Vicksburg  bank  in  this  city,  assembled  in  a room 
of  the  Merchants’s  Exchange. 

J.  W.  Perot,  esq.  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  W . 
A.  Dobbyn,  esq.  appointed  secretary. 

Messrs.  A.  W.  Mitchell,  and  S.  II.  Carpenter,  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  stockholders  of  this  city 
to  proceed  to  Vicksburg  and  examine  into  the  state  of 
the  bank,  made  a report,  which,  on  motion,  was  re- 
ferred to  a committee  of  fifteen,  who  received  power 
to  call  another  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  whenever 
they  should  be  ready  to  report. 

Great  interest  was  felt  as  to  the  result  oi  the  labors 
of  the  commissioners,  and  their  report  which  was  vo- 
luminous, and  minute,  entering  into  details,  may  be 
regarded,  on  the  whole,  as  favorable.  We  are  not 
able  to  give  the  particulars,  but  the  commissioners 
mentioned  a strong  probability  that  the  ultimate  loss 
on  the  capital  stock  would  not  exceed  fourteen  per 
cent.  They  report  that  the  securities  seem  to  be  of  a 
good  character. 

That  the  rail  road  may  be  considered  as  a valuable 
and  profitable  part  of  the  concern. 

That  though  many  irregularities  had  found  their  way 
into  the  business  proceedings  of  the  bank,  during  the 
absence,  (in  England  we  believe),  of  Mr.  Robbins, 
the  present  cashier,  yet  it  is  confidently  believed,  that 
under  his  immediate  superintendence,  which  will  be 
hereafter  constan’,  every  act  will  be  :n  conformity 
with  established  bank  usage. 

That  there  needed  in  the  institution  the  services  of 
an  efficient  financier,  as  president. 

In  the  course  of  the  report,  a belief  is  expressed  that 
the  bank  could  be  immediately  resusciatted,  with  very 
small  pecuniary  aid,  for  a profitable  exchange  business. 

We  cannot  vouch  for  the  exactness  of  our  state- 
ment, as  it  was  gathered  somewhat  desultorily,  but  it 
is  mainly  correct.  [U.  S.  Gazelle. 

Philadelphia  money  market.  The  United  States  Ga- 
zette of  Monday  has  the  following  paragraph: 


Money  and  stocks.  There  is  a depression  in  stocks 
evident  in  the  prices  obtained  on  Saturday,  a depres- 
sion of  course  consequent  on  the  scarcity  of  money. 
Business  has  for  some  weeks  past  been  dull,  very  dull, 
though  not  unusually  dull  for  the  season;  a natural 
consequence  of  this  is  a want  of  activity  in  the  money 
channels,  it  does  not  pass  from  hand  to  hand  paying 
debts,  and  leaving  a profit — but  this  cause,  so  far  as  it 
is  operative,  must  soon  cease.  Again  the  dividends 
on  bank  and  insurance  stock  declared  early  this 
month,  had  not  on  Saturday  been  paid;  these  became 
available  this  week,  and  will  go  towards  easing  the 
difficulties.  While  we  see  that  there  is  straitness  in 
the  money  market,  we  do  not  see  it  so  generally  opera- 
tive, nor  so  unconquerable  as  others  do.  With  the  re- 
newal of  business  now  at  hand,  we  may  look  for  an 
important  amelioration.  That  abundance  of  money 
which  once  distinguished  our  business  wants  will  not, 
perhaps,  very  soon  return. 

The  North  American  of  Monday  says — 

The  week  has  closed  with  a greater  depression  in  the 
stock  market  than  any  which  has  occurred  for  a long 
time  past  in  the  more  firm  descriptions  of  stocks.  U. 
S.  bank  which  is  much  wanted  for  remittance  is  very 
firm  and  has  advanced  from  l-2al  per  cent.  Vicks- 
burg is  about  the  same — but  in  all  other  kinds  there 
has  been  a decided  decline. 

The  best  commercial  paper  is  going  freely  at  1 1-4 
per  cent,  a month,  and  very  excellent  paper  is  done  at 
1 1-2.  A large  amount  of  that  afloat  is  negotiated  for 
the  account  of  New  York  houses,  who  are  constantly 
pressing  large  amounts  upon  the  market.  Our  banks 
have  contracted  their  issues  to  almost  their  specie  basis. 

The  news  by  the  Siddons  is  only  a day  later  than 
that  by  the  Liverpool,  and  therefore  nothing  definite 
was  received  by  her,  for  although  the  transactions 
both  in  cotton  and  money  of  the  day  preceing  her  sail- 
ing bore  a sinister  aspect,  they  cannot  be  regarded  as 
indicative  of  any  thing  positive. 

Under  dale  of  Saturday,  2,  P.  M.  the  New  York  Ex- 
press says — 

The  advance  in  exchange  on  England  to  110  per 
cent,  and  this  rate  asked  by  the  U.  States  bank,  has 
caused  some  apprehension.  The  arrival  within  a few 
days  of  a large  amount  of  British  goods,  has  impress- 
ed the  public  with  the  idea  that  the  orders  for  goods 
are  larger  than  was  supposed.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  would  not  be  surprising  if  specie  should  be 
required  to  be  shipped.  It  should  be  kept  in  mind, 
however,  that  there  is  yet  about  seventy  thousand  bales 
of  cotton  in  this  market,  nearly  all  of  which  is  to  be 
laid  down  in  Europe.  This  of  itself  is  worth  over  four 
millions  of  dollars,  and  as  this  is  but  a portion  of  the 
crop  remaining,  there  must  be  a good  deal  of  exchange 
to  be  drawn  for. 

The  New  York  Express  of  Monday,  2 P.  M.  says — 

The  rate  of  Exchange  on  London  is  110,  and  on 
Paris  4,89. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia,  has 
issued  a circular  calling  in  20  per  cent,  every  60  days 
on  stock  and  accommodation  loans 

The  British  Queen  is  not  telegraphed,  and  there 
seems  to  be  a very  strong  belief,  without  much  autho- 
rity, however,  that  her  day  of  sailing  was  put  off.  All 
interested  in  money  matters  await  her  arrival  with  the 
gratest  anxiety. 

From  the  Philadelphia  North  American  of  Tuesday. 

The  stock  market  has  been  excessively  languid  to- 
day, with  the  exception  of  U.  S.  bank,  which  was 
very  firm  at  114.  After  the  2d  board,  the  following  sales 
of  Vicksburg  were  made — 50  at  38  3-4,  200  at  38  1-2 
10  days,  and  50  at  38  1-4  a 38  1-2,  8 days,  closing  of- 
fered freely  at  38. 

The  money  market  continues  without  any  allevia- 
tion. 

We  learn  that  gen.  Tilson,  one  of  the  commissioners 
of  loans  for  the  state  of  Illinois,  has  been  in  this  city 
endeavoring  to  negotiate  a further  sale  of  bonds  on  the 
part  of  the  state;  he  has  been  unable  to  effect  any  thing 
from  the  deranged  state  of  our  money  market.  The 
high  standing  of  gen.  Tilson  at  home  would  be  a suf- 
ficient guarantee  to  effect  a sale,  bad  such  a thing 
been  at  present  practicable  in  the  market. 

Domestic  exchanges.  The  rates  between  New  York 
and  other  places  are  thus  quoted  in  the  Express  of 
Saturday: 

Exchange.  Bank  notes. 


New  England,  1-2 

_ New  York  country,  1-2 

Philadelphia,  1-4  dis.  Pennsylvania,  ]-2a3-4 

Baltimore,  1-2  do.  Maryland,  1-2 

Richmond,  lal  1-4  do.  Virginia,  1 1-2 

N.  Carolina,  2 l-2a  3 do.  N.  Carolina,  3a3  1-4 

Savannah,  2 l-2a3  do.  Georgia,  4a5 

Augusta,  3a4  do.  S.  Carolina,  2a2  1-2 

Charleston,  2 1-2  do.  Florida,  15a20 

Apalachicola  121-2a20  do.  Alabama,  10al2 

Mobile,  10al2  do.  Louisiana,  2 l-2a3 

N.  Orleans,  3 l-2a4  do.  Kentucky,  5a6 

Louisville,  3a3 1-2  do.  Tennessee,  7a8 

Nashville,  7a8  do.  Mississippi,  10a  17 

Natchez,  10  to  30  do.  Missouri,  5a6 

St.  Louis  3a3 1-2  do.  Ohio,  4 l-2a5 

Cincinnati,  2 l-2a3  do.  Michigan,  no  sale 

Detroit  4a5  do.  Detroit,  l-2a5 

Indiana,  5 a6 

Illinois,  _ 4a5 


The  law  prohibiting  the  banks  of  Ohio  from  issuing 
or'paying  out  notes  of  a less  amount  than  three  dollars, 
took  effect  on  the,  4th  inst.  The  same  law  also  pro- 


hibits the  issuing  for  notes  of  a less  sum  than  $5,  after 
the  1st  of  October. 

The  bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown  has  declared 
a dividend  of  eight  per  cent,  for  the  six  months  ending 
on  the  30th  of  June  last,  and  payble  on  the  1st  of  July. 

Bank  of  Charleston.  We  have  received  a copy  in 
pamphlet  form,  of  the  annual  report  of  the  president 
of  this  flourishing  institution.  It  has  paid  semi-annual 
dividends  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  capital  stock  ever 
since  it  has  been  in  operation,  and  has  surplus  or  re- 
served profits  to  the  amount  of  $206,11 1 78.  It  has  on 
hand  specie  to  the  amount  of  $516,762  33,  and  ils 
balances,  200  against  other  city  banks  amount  to 
$360,552  48,  being  $115,488  81  beyond  its  circulation: 
and  its  resumes  in  foreign  and  domestic  exchange, 
and  in  open  credits  in  Europe,  amount  in  the  aggre- 
gate $2,423,248  66.  The  foreign  and  domestic  ex- 
change due  and  running  to  maturity,  far  exceeds  the 
deposites.  Entire  confidence  is  expressed  that  the 
bank,  with  its  capital  extended  to  four  millions  of  dol* 
lats,  will  be  enabled  in  all  time  to  come,  to  declare 
from  its  profits  dividends  equal  to  those  of  other  in- 
stitutions with  smaller  capitals.  The  remaining  instal- 
ment of  one  million  of  dollars  will  be  called  for  on  or 
before  first  Monday  of  January  next.  [Char.  Cour.  __ 

The  bank  of  Missouri  has,  after  retaining  a suffi- 
cient sum  as  a contingent  fund,  declared  a dividend  of 
seven  per  cent,  for  the  last  six  months  upon  the  stock 
paid  in.  This  is  more  than  any  bank  in  the  union, 
that  we  remember  of,  has  ever  done. 

[St.  Louis  Repub. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  of  Saturday, 
states  that  arrangements  are  in  negotiation  by  a com- 
mittee from  the  western  country  banks,  to  continue 
the  reception  of  their  notes  at  the  banks  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  upon  the  same  terms  as  formerly.  The 
country  free  banks  have  a committee  now  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  who  also  are  making  arrangements  for 
the  reception  of  their  notes. 

Stock  sales.  It  appears  from  a statement  of  the  U. 
States  Commercial  and  Statistical  Register,  published 
at  Philadelphia,  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  stocks 
sold  at  the  brokers’  board  in  N.  York  during  the  month 
of  June,  was  $3,684,460  53;  averaging  $147,378  42 
per  day.  In  Philadelphia,  $701,476  48;  averaging 
$28,059  06  per  day. 

It  is  calculated,  (adds  the  Journal  of  Commerce),  that 
the  commissions  paid  to  brokers  for  selling  certain 
stocks,  say  the  Delaware  and  Hudson,  have  amount- 
ed in  the  course  of  a few  years,  to  more  than  the  value 
of  the  stock  itself. 

From  the  Natchez  Courier  of  the  6th,  we  learn  that 
the  institution  is  now  redeeming  its  six  months  post 
notes  with  specie.  These  post  notes  do  not  fall  duo 
until  about  the  middle  of  August,  but  if  any  of  the 
holders,  are  anxious  for  the  specie,  they  can  get  it 
without  waiting. 

Bank  of  the  Valley.  The  stockholders  of  this  insti- 
stitution  at  their  meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  decided 
in  favor  of  accepting  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  1837 
and  1839,  increasing  the  bunking  capital,  by  a vote  of 
739  for,  to  400  against. 

Thev  also,  we  learn,  adopted  a resolution  instructing 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  mother  bank,  to  present 
a memorial  to  the  next  legislature,  praying  a modifica- 
tion of  the  said  acts,  some  of  the  provisions  of  which 
are  onerous  to  the  bank,  and  inconvenient  and  injuri- 
ous to  the  community.  [Winchester  Republican. 

Imports  of  specie.  The  amount  of  specie  imported 
into  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  30ih  of 
September  last,  was  $17,747,116,  viz:  gold  bullion, 
$230,694;  silver  bullion,  $392,843;  gold  coin,  $11,444,189; 
silver  coin,  $5,679,390.  The  amount  of  specie  import- 
ed in  the  previous  year  was  $10,566,414  In  1836, 
$13,400,781.  In  1835,  $13,400,881.  In  1834,  $17,91 1,632. 
In  1833,  $4,129,675. 

In  the  last  five  years,  (remarks  the  Journal  of  Com- 
merce), the  aggregate  amount  of  specie  imported  into 
this  country,  is  over  $77,000,000,  besides  what  has  been 
brought  in  by  emigrants.  Within  the  same  period 
$27,000,000  perhaps  have  been  exported.  Leaving  a 
balance  of  $50,000,000,  in  favor  ol  the  U.  States;  or  an 
average  of  $10,000,000  per  year.  A.nd  yet  if  a few 
kegs  of  specie  leave  us,  we  have  the  fidgets  at  once! 

The  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Georgetown, 
Washington,  D.  C.  has  declared  a dividend  of  one 
doliar  per  share,  equal  to  four  per  cent,  for  the  last  six 
months;  and  the  Potomac  Insurance  company  of 
Georgetown,  a dividend  of  twenty-one  per  cent,  for  the 
last  six  months,  on  the  amount  ot  capital  paid  in  fif- 
teen of  which  is  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  surplus 

fund-  . . , 

The  Philadelphia  North  American  of  Ihrusday 
says:  . , , 

There  is  no  material  change  to  note  in  the  stock  and 
money  market.  The  former,  with  the  exception  of 
Vicksburg,  which  was  offered  at  37  1-2,  was  a shade 
better  than  yesterday.  In  the  latter  no  change. 

Destructive  hail  storm.  The  Rochester  Democrat 
states,  that,  more  phan  one  thousand  acres  ot  wheat, 
which,  if  thev  had  fully  ripened,  would  have  yielded 
more  than  20,000  bushels,  were  destroyed  by  a hail 
storm  last  Sunday.  The  storm  extended  east  as  far  as 
Wayne  county,  and  after  it  had  passed  over,  the  hail 
lay  upon  the  ground  to  the  depth  of  four  inches,  ihe 
meadow  land  also  sustained  serious  injury. 

The  French  frigate  Nereide.  The  Pensa- 
cola Gazette,  of  the  Cth  instant,  mentions  the  sail- 
ing, from  that  port  for  France,  ot  the  frigate  Ne- 
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reide,  with  admiral  Baudin  on  board;  and  also  the 
sailing  of  one  of  the  two  French  brigs  of  war,  for 
the  same  destination.  We.  regret  to  see  by  the  an- 
nexed article,  from  the  same  paper,  that  something 
unpleasant  had  occurred  between  the  admiral  and 
commodore  Shubrick. 

We  understand  that  their  departure  was  hastened 
by  the  unpleasant  relations  existing  between  admi- 
ral Baudin  and  the  commander  of  the  U.  S.  squa- 
dron, growing  out  of  some  supposed  want  oi  pro- 
fessional courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  former.  We 
give  thes'e  things  as  we  get  them,  and  do  not  under- 
take to  vouch  for  their  truth;  but  it  is  understood, 
on  shore,  that  corn.  Shubrick,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
admiral,  visited  him  on  board  his  ship,  but  was  not 
received  with  the  naval  honors  which  he  deemed 
to  be  due  to  his  rank — that  admiral  Baudin  after- 
wards addressed  a note  to  the  commodore,  in  which 
he  deprecated  any  unpleasant  feelings  which  he 
supposed  might,  without  explanation,  be  produced 
by  the  course  of  conduct  which  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  pursue.  We  hear  several  stories  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  communication  was  re- 
ceived— some  of  them  reasonable  enough,  and  some 
of  them  not  particularly  reasonable.  Certain  it  is, 
however,  that  little  or  none  of  the  courtesy  inter- 
changed between  our  officers  and  the  French  when 
they  met  here,  was  observable  during  the  late  vi- 
sit of  the  French  squadron;  though,  personally,  we 
understand,  the  two  commanders  were  very  civil  to 
each  other. 

The  whole  difficulty  has,  we  suppose,  grown  out 
of  the  fact  that  the  usages  of  nations  do  not  permit 
a French  vice  admiral  to  regard  an  American  post 
captain  as  his  equal  in  rank,  even  though  they  both 
have  the  same  command.  It  is  a matter  for  con- 
gress to  look  to;  and,  if  they  deem  it  of  sufficient 
importance,  to  regulate.  We  may  think  as  we 
please  about  the  matter — we  may  insist  as  we  please 
upon  the  commanders  of  our  fleets  being  entitled  to 
the  same  honors  that  would  be  due  to  the  adrqirals 
of  other  nations — they  will  not  be  paid;  it  is  calling 
“spirits  from  the  vasty  deep.”  With  military  and 
naval  men,  forms  are  substance,  and  names  are 
things.  We  may  be  a law  unto  ourselves,  but  we 
cannot  make  law  for  others;  and  it  is  the  part  of 
wisdom  to  follow  where  we  cannot  lead. 

On  the  day  on  which  the  French  squadron  drop- 
ped down,  a dinner  was  given  by  commander  McIn- 
tosh to  the  admiral  and  his  officers;  and,  on  the  day 
follow  ing,  the  officers  of  the  yard  dined  on  board 
the  French  frigate.  The  admiral  toasted  “the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,”  and  at  the  same  time 
rose  and  touched  a bell,  which  caused  a salute  to 
be  fired  of  21  guns.  In  reply  to  this  compliment, 
capt.  McIntosh  drank  to  the  “king  of  the  French,” 
and  the  sentiment  was  followed  by  21  guns  from 
the  yard. 

On  the  4th,  the  vessels  of  the  French  squadron 
were  dressed  in  admirable  and  picturesque  style, 
in  honor  of  the  day.  At  sunrise,  at  meridian  and 
at  sundown,  each  of  the  French  ships  fired  a na- 
tional salute  of  26  guns. 

Of  the  nine  sick  sailors  sent  from  the  Nereide  to 
the  naval  hospital  at  Pensacola,  two  have  died,  and 
the  rest  are  convalescent. 

Latest  from  Vera  Cruz.  The  Journal  of 
Commerce  says:  We  are  indebted  to  capt.  Kings- 

bury, of  the  brig  Caspar  Hauser,  for  a file  of  Vera 
Cruz  papers  to  the  18th  June. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution,  with  Mr.  Ellis, 
our  minister  on  board,  arrived  from  New  York  on 
the  10»th. 

Tuspan  has  capitulated  to  the  government  for- 
ces, according  to  a communication  in  the  Diario 
del  Gobierno.  The  insurrection  appears  to  be  nearly 
at  an  end. 

The  ceremony  of  conferring  upon  gen.  Santa  Ana 
the  decoralions  of  honor  voted  by  congress  for  hav- 
ing repulsed  the  French  forces  which  invaded  Vera 
Cruz  on  the  5th  December,  took  place  in  the  city  of 
Mexico  on  the  9th  of  June. 


A BLOODY  BATTLE— TWO  THOUSAND 
MEN  KILLED. 

Buenos  Ayres  papers  to  May  11th,  received  by 
the  editors  of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce, 
via  Boston,  bring  the  particulars  of  a bloody  battle 
which  took  place  on  the  31st  of  March,  at  a place 
called  Pago  Largo,  between  the  army  of  Corrientes, 
(one  of  the  provinces  of  the  republic  of  Rio  de  la 
Plata),  and  the  troops  of  Entre  Rios,  (another  of 
said  provinces),  which  the  Corrientians,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Oriental  republic,  (of  which  Monte 
Video  is  the  capital),  were  attempting  to  revolu- 
tionize. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  not  many  months  since, 
gen.  Fructuoso  Rivera,  or  Frutos,  as  he  is  familiarly 
called,  raised  an  insurrection  in  the  Oriental  repub- 


lic, and  succeeded  in  ousting  gen.  Oribe  from  the 
presidential  chair,  which  Rivera  of  course  immedi- 
ately ascended,  adopting  such  lorms  of  procedure 
as  would  best  save  appearances.  Oribe,  with  a 
number  of  his  triends,  escaped  to  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  awakened  in  the  capital  so  much  interest  in  his 
own  behalf  and  in  opposition  to  Rivera,  that  the 
latter  determined  on  revenge,  and  accordingly  issu- 
ed a declaration  of  war  against  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. 

In  this  he  was  encouraged  by  the  French  autho- 
rities at  Monte  Video,  who  were  in  hopes  the 
movement  would  result  in  the  downfall  of  Rosas, 
(governor  of  Buer.os  Ayres,  and  therefore  ex-of- 
ficio conductor  of  the  foreign  operations  of  the  Unit- 
ed Provinces).  This  hope  was  strengthened  when, 
soon  after,  means  were  found  to  gain  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  province  of  Corrientes,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  its  governor,  gen,  Aslrada.  So  here 
were  the  Oriental  republic  and  the  province  of  Cor- 
rientes, encouraged  by  the  French  authorities  at 
Monte  Video,  about  to  make  war  upon  the  United 
Provinces.  And  for  convenience  sake  they  direct- 
ed their  first  operations  against  the-  province  of 
Entre  Rios.  The  rest  is  sufficiently  told  in  the  an- 
nexed extracts: 

Buenos  Ayres,  May  4.  The  official  details  of  the 
battle  of  Pago  Largo,  are  published  in  the  Gaceta 
Mercantil,  in  a despatch  from  gen.  Pascual  Echa- 
gue  to  H.  E.  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres,  dated 
head  quarters,  Curusacuatia,  5th  ult.  It  states  that 
the  army  of  Corrientes,  in  number  more  than  five 
thousand  men,  including  450  infantry  and  artillery, 
with  three  4 pounders,  occupied  an  advantageous 
position.  The  right  wing  of  the  army  of  Entre 
Rios  was  commanded  by  gen.Justo  Jose  Urquisa, 
the  centre  by  gen.  Servando  Gomez,  and  the  left 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  commander-in- 
chief, general  Echague.  The  Entre  Rios  cavalry 
charged  that  of  Corrientes  with  such  impetuosity, 
that  the  latter  was  speedily  throw-n  into  disorder, 
and  put  down  in  all  directions,  whilst  the  infantry 
of  Entre  Rios,  consisting  of  360  men,  with  two  2 
pounders,  killed  or  took  prisoners  all  the  infantry  of 
their  opponents,  and  captured  the  three  pieces  of 
cannon  above  mentioned.  The  reserve  of  the  En- 
tre Rios  army  took  no  part  in  the  action;  its  assist- 
ance not  being  necessary.  The  Corrientes  left  on 
the  field  of  battle  1,960  men  killed,  including  84 
officers,  as  also  Genaro  Beron  de  Astrada,  governor 
and  captain  general  of  the  province  of  Corrientes, 
and  commander-in-chief  of  its  army.  450  prison- 
ers, 500  muskets,  1,500  lances,  360  carbines,  ne«rly 
equal  number  of  swords,  6 wagons  of  ammunition, 
more  than  4,000  horses,  a standard,  the  baggage, 
correspondence,  &c.  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  vic- 
tors. 

The  despatch  concludes  as  follows — 

“Our  loss  in  the  glorious  victory  over  the  rebel 
army  consists  of  5 officers  killed,  8 wounded,  50 
soldiers  killed  and  96  wounded.” 

Buenos  Ayres , May  11.  The  legislature  of  Cor- 
rientes has  reversed  all  the  enactments  made  under 
baron  de  Astrada’s  administration,  both  as  regards 
the  alliance  with  Don  Fructuoso  Rivera  [president 
of  the  Banda  Oriental  republic],  and  concession  to 
the  French;  and  declared  the  firm  determination  of 
their  constituents  to  stand  by  their  countrymen  in 
the  struggle  for  national  independence.  It  now' ap- 
pears in  the  most  unquestionable  manner  that,  not 
only  the  legislature  and  the  people,  but  even  a 
great  portion  of  the  army  were  opposed  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  late  governor,  and  that  measures 
were  in  progress  for  removing  him  from  the  com- 
mand, when  he  precipitated  the  action  which  had 
such  a decisive  issue.  Amongst  the  officers  killed, 
there  were  many  pledged  to  promote  the  contem- 
plated change,  and  amongst  them  colonel  Rolon.  It 
is  stated  that  the  new  governor  of  Corrientes  will 
be  colonel  Jose  Antonio  Romero,  with  Dr.  Theo- 
doro  Gauna  for  his  minister.  Such  an  election,  it 
appears,  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  other 
governments  of  the  confederation. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

By  the  packet  ship  Siddons,  capt.  Britton,  which 
left  Liverpool  the  14th  of  June,  we  have  one  day- 
later  than  by  the  Liverpool  steam  ship. 

British  Parliament. — An  immense  number  of  pe- 
titions against,  and  some  for,  the  national  plan  of 
education,  were  presented  to  the  commons  on  the 
night  of  June  12th.  The  resolution  to  continue  the 
sugar  duties  was  adopted.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  said  at  this  time  in  reference  to  Brazil, 
which  had  become  little  better  than  a slave  mart,  it 
was  highly  impolitic  to  encourage  the  same  by  tak- 
ing off  the  duties.  Mr.  Thornley  thought  this  ob- 
jection idle  when  Great  Britain  was  so  dependent 
on  the  cotton  and  tobacco  which  are  the  produce  of 
American  slaves. 


Spain. — Gen.  Agerbe’s  despatch  of  May  23d, 
gives  an  account  of  the  defeat  of  the  Carlists  at 
Utrillos.  The  government  had  published  an  order 
enforcing  the  strictest  order  at  the  coming  elections. 
The  Carlists  near  St.  Sebastian  are  deserting  in 
great  numbers. 

Important  from  Turkey. — The  war  between  Tur- 
key and  Egypt  is  on  the  point  of  commencing.  The 
Turkish  army,  60,000  strong,  have  crossed  the 
Euphrates  at  Bir. 

The  greatest  consternation  prevails  in  Egypt. 
The  troops  of  the  dev  have  passed  on  through  Alex- 
andria by  forced  marches,  to  join  Ibrahim  Pacha 
who  with  his  generals  and  army  are  at  Aleppo- 
awaiting  the  approach  of  the  sultan’s  troops.  The 
news  from  Alexandria  is  down  to  April  28. 

France. — The  treaty  with  the  porte  is  published, 
and  in  its  immunities,  &c.  secured  to  French  mer- 
chants, is  precisely  the  same  as  the  English  treaty. 

The  ministry  have  met  with  a check  in  the 
chamber  of  peers.  The  proposition  to  create  a 
grand  council  of  the  legion  of  honor  met  with  vio- 
lent opposition  from  Soult  and  Yillernain.  The 
ministers  have  abandoned  their  intention  of  pub- 
lishing a government  journal. 

London  markets,  June.  13. — Money  is  more  scarce. 
Five  per  cent,  was  the  minimum  on  any  stock. 
Sales  to  some  extent  were  made  in  English  bank 
stock,  causing  depression  of  112  per  cent.  The 
bank,  it  is  thought,  will  not  be  able  to  pay  even  the 
present  reduced  rates  of  dividend,  and  will  require 
further  alterations.  Exchange  bills  have  fallen,  be- 
ing heavy  at  29  to  30  prem.  Consols,  94,  buyers 
for  (he  account. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  June  13.— The  market 
still  preserves  a brisk  appearance;  the  trade  buying 
rather  freely,  at  an  advance  of  prices  of  about  l-8d 
per  lb.  since  last  Friday.  The  sales  yesterday  and 
to-day  are  about  9,000  bales.  The  import  this  week 
is  large,  say  about  90,000  bales,  principally  from  the 
United  Slates. 

Exportation  of  iron  steamboats. — The  Urania,  now 
laying  at  the  N.  W.  side  of  Prince’s  dock,  and 
nearly  ready  for  sea,  takes  with  her  to  South  Ame- 
rica, three  iron  steamboats,  or  rather  the  materials 
for  their  construction,  in  large  pieces  of  plate  iron, 
revetted  together,  each  forming  a section  or  portion 
of  the  respective  boats  for  which  it  was  moulded  or 
fashioned,  so  that  the  whole  may  with  facility  be 
put  together  on  arriving  at  their  port  of  destination. 
The  plates  are  from  a quarter  of  an  inch  to  three- 
eights  in  thickness,  and  are  beautifully  rivetted. 
The  engines  to  propel  these  vessels  (also  on  board 
the  Urania)  are,  we  learn,  from  20  to  39  horse 
power.  The  vessels  are  from  the  celebrated  manu- 
factory of  iron  vessels  of  Messrs.  Laird,  of  Wood- 
side.  They  are  destined  for  Montevideo. 

The  proceeds  of  the  benefit  at  Drury-lane  thea- 
tre, for  the  benefit  of  the  widow-  and  family  of  the 
late  Mr.  Haynes  Bayley,  the  dramatist,  the  house 
having  been  filled  to  its  full  compliment,  realized 
about  £400.  The  duchess  of  Beaufort,  the  mar- 
chioness of  Tavistock,  lady  Nugent,  and  the  hon. 
Mrs.  Norton,  were  the  leading  ladies  of  rank  who 
interested  themselves  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Bayley. 

LATEST  FROM  CANTON. 

By  the  ship  London,  capt.  Brace,  we  have  Canton 
papers  to  the  5th  of  March.  Considerable  anxiety 
was  felt  by  the  foreign  residents,  on  account  of  the 
unusual  severity  of  the  Chinese  government,  which 
appears  to  devote  a large  share  of  its  attention  to 
the  “outside  barbarians.”  An  envoy  from  the  em- 
peror was  daily  expected,  who  was  to  look  into 
matters  and  report. 

An  order  had  been  issued  by  the  governor,  com- 
manding the  back  doors  of  the  foreign  factories  to 
be  stopped  up,  as  a security  against  smuggling. — 
The  foreigners  “petitioned,”  but  the  governor  in- 
sisted. 

The  Br.  schr.  Attaran,  w-ith  130  chests  of  opium 
on  board,  and  a quantity  of  specie,  was  lost  near 
the  island  of  Nampang,  China,  Feb.  3rd.  Captain 
and  crew  saved,  together  with  about  $ 3,000  in  spe- 
cie. After  they  abandoned  the  vessel  she  was  burnt 
by  the  Chinese. 

The  interference  of  the  government  officers  for 
the  suppression  of  the  sale  and  use  of  opium  occa- 
sioned some  disturbances;  but  we  confess  we  think 
they  are  doing  a good  work,  and  hope  the  Almigh- 
ty will  prosper  them.  The  following  letter  will  con- 
vey some  idea  of  the  nature  of  the.  squabbles  allu- 
ded to: 

Extract  of  a letter  from,  captain  Parry,  dated  Hong 
Kong,  2d  March,  1839. 

“As  to  reports  of  Hong  Kong  annoyances  pre- 
valent at  Canton,  all  are  not  true.  The  mandarin 
junks  have  been  of  late  more  numerous  than  usu- 
al, and  have  prevented  our  usual  customers  from 
coming  off  so  frequently.  A few  grog-shops  that 
furnished  drunken  sailors,  on  Sundays,  with  sam- 
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shoo,  have  been  burnt;  a very  good  riddance.  This 
has  been  the  amount  of  all  the  great  annoyances 
you  have  heard  of.  The  mandarin  people  are  ci- 
vil enough  to  us.  I have  heard  of  five  rafts  prepar- 
ing to  destroy  us,  and  we  have  been  on  our  guard 
against  them.  I am  of  opinion  they  intend  no  such 
measures;  and  we  need  do  nothing  harsh,  while  they 
are  quiet.  We  had  messages  from  the  large  man- 
darin yesterday  and  to-day,  asking  us  to  remove 
for  two  or  three  weeks  any  where  we  please.  His 
opinion  is,  the  commissioners  will  be  down  in  about 
seven  days;  and  he  is  anxious  lor  our  disappear- 
ance from  the  inner  waters.  We  intend  leaving  on 
Monday  morning,  and  looking  out  for  some  place 
in  the  outer  waters.  I think  about  the  south  end 
ofLantao.  [Signed]  E.  PARRY.” 

Extract  from  a private  letter  from  Macao. 

A small  row  arose  here  two  nights  since.  Four 
custom  house  hoppo-men  were  engaged  in  smug- 
gling patna,  each  two  balls.  They  were  set  upon 
by  a mandarin  and  ten  men — boat  inside  harbor — 
one  or  two  of  the  balls  were  seized;  a confederate 
run  to  the  hoppo-house,  and  thirty  coolies  took  back 
the  man  seized  and  his  two  balls,  and  walloped  well 
the  small  soldier  crew;  this  I have  from  an  old  ser- 
vant of  mine,  now  inside  the  hoppo-house;  can  this 
last? 

H.  B.  M.  sloop  of  war  Larne,  capt.  Blake,  having 
arrived  in  the  Macao  roads,  the  British  residents 
requested  that  she  might  not  leave  until  the  pend- 
ing difficulties  should  be  in  some  way  adjusted. — 
The  British  superintendent,  capt.  Elliot,  according- 
ly requested  capt.  Blake  to  remain  lor  a few  days. 
In  his  letter  to  the  committee  of  merchants,  he 
says: — 

“I  may  observe,  however,  that  my  chief  object 
in  requesting  capt.  Blake  to  remain,  was  to  enable 
me  to  report  to  the  authorities  above  mentioned;  in 
order  that  such  immediate  and  effectual  steps  may 
be  taken  for  the  protection  of  British  interests  in 
this  quarter,  as  the  emergencies  of  the  case  appear 
to  them  to  demand.” 

Another  letter  from  captain  Elliot,  of  the  same 
date,  is  to  the  following  effect: 

Canton , 2nd  March,  1839. 

Gentlemen: — I have  had  ihe  honor  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  26th  ult.  to  the  address  of  the 
deputy  superintendent,  and  I beg  to  acquaint  you 
that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  hoist  the  British  flag 
at  Canton,  in  the  present  posture  of  circumstances. 

I am  sensible,  gentlemen,  of  the  extreme  hazard 
to  which  the  lives  and  property  of  the  whole  foreign 
community  are  exposed  by  the  recurrence  ot  sodis- 
mal  and  exciting  an  event  as  that  which  forms  the 
subject  of  your  letter:  And  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
make  an  early  communication  to  her  majesty ’s  sub- 
jects, in  explanation  of  the  proceedings  I propose 
to  take,  for  leading  the  governor  to  refrain  from 
measures  that  cannot  fail  to  burden  his  excellency 
and  his  government,  with  the  responsibility  of  some 
terrible  catastrophe. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient 
humble  servant,  CHARLES  ELLIOT, 

Chief  superintendent. 

To  William  Bell,  esq.  and  others,  her  majesty’s  sub- 
jects, Canton. 

Canton,  Feb.  19. — We  learn,  with  the  deepest  re- 
gret, that  such  activity  prevailed  in  the  opium  mar- 
ket at  Bombay,  and  that  the  manufacture  of  the  drug 
is  still  continued  in  very  large  quantities. 

We  must  confess  that— though  always  cautious 
in  discussing  this  question— in  expressing  either 
our  hopes  or  fears  on  the  subject  of  the  legalization 
of  opium,  by  the  Chinese  government,  or  its  firm 
determination  to  attempt,  at  whatever  sacrifice,  to 
put  a final  stop  to  the  trade,  and  as  to  what  would 
b§  the  probable  results  of  either  measure — we  must 
now  confess  that  our  apprehensions  for  the  state  of 
the  trade,  for  some  time  time  to  come,  are  now  too 
powerful  to  be  suppressed. 

Canton,  March  5.  The  heavy  speculations  in  the 
dru«-  in  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  under  the  present 
strict  suspension  of  the  trade  in  China  must  lead  to 
the  most  disastrous  consequences;  and  it  would  be 
a wise  course  to  suspend  the  cultivation  of  the  drug 
in  Bengal  and  Malwa,  until  the  real  determination 
of  the  Peking  government  is  known;  whether  it  will 
lose  the  foreign  trade  on  the  moral  plea  it  has  often 
advanced  and  so  often  rendered  futile  by  its  own 
corruption. 

We  understand  from  native  information  that  H. 
E.  Lin,  the  imperial  envoy  maybe  expected  to  ar- 
rive from  the  capital  of  Keans-se  about  the  3d  or 
4th  of  the  second  moon:  18th  instant. 


ber  30th,  1838,  was  $113,717,404,  being  twenty- 
seven  millions  less  than  during  the  year  1837,  and 
seventy-nine  millions  less  than  during  the  year 
1836,  the  year  of  the  great  expansion,  that  pre- 
ceded the  suspension  of  specie  payments. 

The  falling  off  in  the  exports  has  not  been  so 
great.  The  total  value  of  exports  of  every  de- 
scription from  the  United  States,  during  the  last 
year,  was  $108,486,616,  being  nine  millions  less 
than  in  1837,  and  twenty  millions  les3  than  in  1836. 
The  value  of  the  exports  of  domestic  produce  in 
1838  was  $96,033,816,  in  1837,  $95,564,414,  and 
in  1836,  $106,916,680. 

Comparing  the  years  1838  and  1836,  we  find 
that  the  chief  falling  off  in  the  imports  was  in  the 


following  articles: 

Cotton  goods, 
Woollen  goods. 
Silk  goods. 

Linen, 

Iron  and  steel, 
Sugar, 

Teas, 

Wines, 


1836. 

$17,876,087 

12,758,430 

22,862,177 

8,271,212 

12,892,648 

12,514,718 

5,342,811 

4,332,034 


1838. 

$6,599,330 

6,967,530 

9,812,338 

3,583,540 

7,418,504 

7,856,825 

3,497,156 

2,318,202 


This  table  exhibits  in  a striking  light  the  effects 
which  expansions  and  contractions  ol  the  currency 
have  on  the  import  trade. 

One  article,  molasses,  seems  not  to  have  been 
affected  by  these  changes  in  the  currency.  The 
value  of  that  imported  in  1836  was  $4,077,312, 
and  in  1838  $3,865,285. 

In  the  import  of  another  article,  viz:  coffee, 
there  was  relatively  speaking,  but  a small  falling 
off.  The  total  value  in  1836  was  $9,653,053,  and 
in  1838,  $7,640,217. 

Salt  is  the  only  commodity,  or  at  least  the  only 
commodity  of  any  importance,  the  import  of  which 
increased.  In  1836  the  total  value  was  $724,527; 
in  1838  it  was  $1,028,418. 

In  the  exports,  the  chief  falling  off  was  in  cot- 
ton, tobacco  and  rice.  In  some  articles  of  ex- 
port there  was  an  increase,  as  will  be  seen  by  in- 
specting the  following  table: 

1836.  1838. 

Cotton,  $71,284,925  $61,556,811 

Tobacco,  10,058,640  7,392,029 

Rice,  2,548,750  1,721,819 

Flour,  3,572,599  3,603,299 

Fish,  967,890  819,003 

Furs,  653,662  636,945 

Lumber,  2,860,691  3,116,196 

Manufactures,  6,107,528  8,397,07S 

The  export  of  cotton  goods  of  domestic  manu- 
facture in  1838,  was  $3,758,755,  against  $2,831,473 
in  1837,  and  $2,255,734  in  1836.  The  chief  ex- 
ports of  domestic  cottons  in  1838,  were  to  the  fol- 
lowing countries: 

China,  $532,097 

British  East  Indies,  140,762 

Dutch  East  Indies,  133,350 

Manilla,  79,531 

Peru,  97,713 

Chili,  640,831 

Argentine  Republic,  104,254 

Brazil,  536,416 

Mexico,  597,330 

Cuba,  157,621 

Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  66,555 

Turkey,  Levant,  &tc.  111,937 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  relative  im- 
portance of  our  trade  during  the  year  1838,  with 
the  following  countries: 

Imports  from  Exports  to 

Great  Britain  and  de- 
pendencies, $49,051,181  $58,843,392 

France  and  dependen- 
cies, 18,087,149  16,252,413 

Spain  and  dependencies,  15,971,394  7,684,006 

Netherlands  and  de- 


pendencies, 
China, 
Mexico, 
Texas, 


2,436,166 

4,764,536 

3,500,709 

165,718 


3,772,206 

1,698,433 

2,164,097 

1,247,880 


With  the  same  countries,  (omitting  Texas),  our 
trade  was  as  follows  in  1836: 

Imports  from  Exports  to 


Great  Britain  and  de- 
pendencies, 

France  and  do. 

Spain  and  do. 
Netherlands  and  do. 
China, 

Mexico, 


$86,022,915 

37,306,235 

19,345,690 

3,861,513 

7,324,816 

5,615,819 


$64,487,550 

21,441,200 

8,081,668 

4,799,157 

1,194,264 

6,041,635 


COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
From  the  Globe. 

According  to  the  custom  house  returns  to  the 
treasury  department,  recently  published,  the  total 
value  of  imports  during  the  year  ending  Septem- 


Irr  1838,  our  imports  from  Great  Britain  were 
nearly  thirty-seven  millions  less  than  in  1836,  and 
from  France  nineteen  millions. 

In  1836,  the  commercial  balance  was,  as  exhi- 
bited by  the  custom  house  books,  nearly  twenty- 


two  millions  in  favor  of  Great  Britain.  In  1838, 
the  balance  is  nearly  teiTTnillions  in  favor  of  the 
United  States. 

In  1836  the  balance  in  favor  of  France  was  nearly 
sixteen  millions.  In  1838  it  was  less  than  two 
millions. 


The  following  exhibits  the  total  value  of  the  im- 
ports and  exports  of  the  states  which  were  most 
deeply  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade  during  the 
year  1838: 

Imports  into  Exports  from 
Massachusetts,  $13,300,925  $9,104,862 

New  York,  68,453.206  23,008,471 

Pennsylvania,  9,360,731  3,478,151 

Maryland,  5,701,869  4,524,575 

Virginia,  577,142  3,9S6,228 

South  Carolina,  2,318,791  11,042,070 

Georgia,  776,068  8,803,S39 

Alabama  524,548  9,688,244 

Louisiana,  9,496,808  31,502,248 


In  that  ever  memorable  year,  1836,  the  foreign 
trade  of  these  states  was  as  follows: 


Massachusetts, 
New  York, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 
Alabama, 
Louisiana, 


Imports  into 
$25,681,462 
118,253,416 
15,068,233 
7,131,867 
1,106,814 
2,801,361 
573,222 
651,618 
15,117,649 


Exports  from 
$10,380,346 
28, 920.63S 
3,971,555 
3,675,475 
6,192,040 
13,683,376 
10,722,200 
11.184,166 
37,179,829 


The  various  facts  here  stated  abound  in  instruc- 
tion to  both  the  merchant  and  the  statesman,  but 
we  have  no  time  to  make  comments. 


COMMERCE  AND  WHEAT  TRADE  OF 
BLACK  ROCK  AND  BUFFALO. 

From  the  Buffalo  Jldccrliser  and.  Journal. 

We  have  obtained  from  the  canal  collector  at 
Black  Rock,  the  following  statement  of  the  arrival 
of  wheat  and  flour  from  the  lakes,  and  shipments 
of  the  canal,  with  the  tolls  paid  up  to  the  1st  inst. 
They  present  the  following: 

51  arrivals  of  vessels  from  Ohio,  124,610  bushel 
wheat;  5,446  barrels  flour;  12,253  bushels  corn. 

12  arrivals  of  vessels  from  Canada,  with  480,000 
feet  lumber. 

All  the  wheat  arriving  was  on  account  of  the 
mills  at  Black  Rock,  and  manufactured  into  flour. 

The  shipments  of  flour  from  the  mills,  by  canal 
to  Albany,  up  to  the  1st  of  July,  were  28,319  bbls. 
Add  to  this  5,447  bbls.  Ohio  flour  which  arrived 
in  vessels — making  a total  of  32,766. 

Besides  a considerable  quantity  sent  to  this  city 
for  retail,  which  does  not  appear  on  the  collector’s 
books. 

The  amount  of  tolls  collected  at  Black  Rock  to 
1st  July,  was  $17,826,  being  the  first  season  of  the 
toll  office,  and  as  yet  the  flourishing  mills  being 
hardly  completed,  and  only  in  partial  operation. 
The  canal  tolls  at  Black  Rock  equal  those  of  Utica. 

From  the  returns  of  the  Buffalo  collector’s  office 
we  find  that  352,726  bushels  of  wheat  have  been 
received  from  the  states  west  of  us,  and  forwarded 
to  eastern  mills,  up  to  the  same  date,  besides 
141,410  barrels  flour, the  last  being  equal  to636,376 
bushels  wheat,  at  4 1-2  bushels  to  the  barrel,  and 
showing  that  the  whole  export  of  western  wheat 
this  season,  through  Buffalo  to  Black  Rock,  up  to 
1st  July,  is  1,113,262  bushels;  and  that  less  than 
three-fifths  of  the  whole  amount  is  in  the  shape  of 
flour,  and  over  two-fifths  in  the  raw  material. 

From  these  statements  the  following  facts  may 
be  drawn. 

Of  the  1,113,262  bushels  of  wheat  exported  from 
the  states  west  of  us,  636,376  bushels  are  in  the 
manufactured  article;  and  476,886  bushels  in  the 
raw  material  tor  manufacture  in  this  state.  Of  this 
last  quantity, over  one-fourth  part,  or  124,610  bush- 
els, were  received  and  manufactured  at  the  Black 
Rock  mills  adjoining  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  iden- 
tified with  our  own  interests  and  commerce.  The 
other  three-fifths,  or  352,276  bushels,  have  passed 
on  to  eastern  mills  for  manufacture;  but  which, 
legitimately,  as  we  contend,  because  we  can  do  it 
cheaper  by  many  cents  the  barrel,  belong  to  our 
own  rnilL  for  manufacture,  and  as  our  milling  capi- 
tal increases,  it  must  of  necessity  engross  almost 
the  entire  export  of  wheat  from  the  west;  for  being 
fed  from  Lake  Erie  our  mills  will  never  lack  wa- 
ter, nor  be  limited  in  extent. 

As  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  western  flour  for- 
warded through  Buffalo  was  received  from  the  Ohio 
canal,  near  which  the  greatest  portion  of  the  wa- 
ter of  that  state  is  located,  we  may  fairly  infer  that 
a large  portion  of  the  increase  of  wheat  to  be  rais- 
ed in  that  state,  and  the  states  west,  where  there  is 
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comparatively  a limited  and  scanty  water  power, 
will  be  sent  forward  in  its  raw  state  for  manufac- 
ture; and  we  may  anticipate  that  when  the  canals 
now  nearly  completed,  which  are  to  stretch  from 
the  lakes  into  the  interior  of  western  Ohio,  and  rail 
roads  through  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  shall  pene- 
trate those  wheat  producing  sections,  full  three- 
fourths  of  their  future  export  will  be  floured  at 
this  point  lor  an  eastern  market,  so  eligibly  will 
our  own  mills  accommodate  its  manutacture  over 
tho-e  of  any  other  location  in  the  state. 

The  whole  western  export  of  raw  wheat  through 
Buffalo,  eastward,  and  to  the  Black  Rock  mills,  in 
1S39,  was  a trifle  over  1,000,000  bushels,  not  one 
of  which  was  floured  at  the  latter. 

Up  to  the  1st  of  July,  in  1S39,  almost  one-half 
that  quantity  has  arrived,  one-fourth  of  which  is 
manufactured  at  Black  Rock;  and  if  the  present 
promising  condition  ot  the  wheat  crop  is  realized 
not  less  than  1,500,000  bushels  of  w heat  will  ar- 
rive at  our  place  and  at  Black  Rock,  for  an  eastern 
market,  and  possibly  2,000,000! 

In  1S45,  the  period  named  by  the  commissioners 
for  the  completion  of  the  enlarged  Erie  canal,  and 
when  the  great  lines  of  canal  and  rail  road  west  ol 
us  will  be  completed,  we  hazard  little  in  asserting 
that  the  export  of  native  wheat  by  Lake  Erie,  in 
bulk,  will  amount  to  5,000,000  bushels,  every  p-  und 
of  which  may  be  floured  almost  at  our  own  doors, 
pay  $100,000  toll  to  the  canal  1'und,  and  employ 
5,000  industrious  population  in  the  manufacture  of 
that  article  alone. — We  need  only  to  will,  and  its 
performance  is  certain. 

Who,  then,  can  place  a limit  to  the  immense 
wheat  trade  in  the  lake  regions  in  the  next  ten 
years,  and  the  value  of  its  manufacture  to  our  city 
fortified  as  we  are  with  an  unlimited  water  power 
accessible  to  all  vessels  and  boats,  and  only  re- 
quiring the  necessary  nominal  capital  to  set  it  in 
operation. — It  must  make  us  the  strongest  inland 
point  in  America. 

INTERNATIONAL  LAW. 

From  the  Albany  Daily  Advertiser. 

During  the  past  winter  the  rights  of  the  governor 
of  any  state  to  demand  from  or  deliver  up  to  fo- 
reign governments  fugitives  from  justice,  became 
a subject  of  frequent  discussion.  The  opinions 
elicited  in  the  course  of  the  argument  were  various 
and  conflicting.  By  some  it  was  contended  that 
this  right  must  of  necessity  belong  to  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  state  from  which  the  felon  had 
fled,  or  within  which  he  had  sought  to  screen  him- 
self from  the  pursuit  of  justice.  It  was  argued  by 
others  that  as  the  general  government  was  the  sole 
organ  of  communication  with  foreign  powers 
known  to  our  laws,  that  government  only  could 
make  or  receive  requisitions  for  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice. While  a third  party  insisted  that  as  this  was 
a matter  for  treaty  stipulations,  and  as  there  were 
none  in  force  between  this  country  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, this  right,  as  between  these  two  countries, 
was  vested  now'here.  Our  own  belief,  heretofore 
expressed,  was  that,  treaty  or  no  treaty,  our  ex- 
istence as  a nation  implied  the  existence  of  this 
right  somewhere;  and  that  from  the  very  nature  of 
our  government,  it  must  be  vested,  not  in  the  exe- 
cutives of  the  several  states,  but  in  the  president  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  well  known  that  a requi- 
sition was  made,  some  mouths  since,  by  sir  George 
Arthur  upon  the  governor  of  Vermont,  for  the  de- 
livery of  an  individual  who  had  committed  murder 
within  the  Canadian  provinces,  and  had  thence  fled 
to  Vermont.  Gov.  Jenison  having  first  referred  the 
matter  to  the  general  government,  and  received 
for  answer  that,  in  the  absence  of  any  positive  re- 
gulations, either  by  treaty  or  act  of  congress  on 
this  particular  subject,  the  president  declined  in- 
terfering, acceded  to  the  demand  of  sir  George  Ar- 
thur, and  issued  a warrant  for  the  delivery  of  the 
fugitive  to  the  Canadian  authorities.  At  this  stage 
of  the  business,  however,  a writ  of  habeas  corpus 
arrested  further  proceedings  until  the  authority  of 
the  executive  to  deliver  up  a fugitive  to  a foreign 
government  could  be  settled  in  a court  of  law. 
The  final  issue  of  this  matter  is  not  yet  known. 
An  application  has  since  been  made  to  gov.  Se- 
ward for  a requisition  upon  sir  George  Arthur  for 
the  delivery  of  Hugh  Tracy,  who  committed  a 
robbery  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  in  May  last,  and  im- 
mediately thereafter  fled  (o  Toronto  with  the  stolen 
property  in  his  possession.  To  this  application 
gov.  Seward  returned  an  answer,  a copy  of  which 
(as  the  subject  is  one  of  general  interest)  we  have 
solicited  and  now  submit  to  our  readers. 

Albany , May  20//i,  1839. 

Henry  W.  Rogers,  esq.  district  attorney  of  Erie 

country,  Buffalo. 

Dear  sir:  I have  received  your  communica- 
tion of  the  16th  instant,  requesting  me  to  make  a 


requisition  upon  his  excellency  sir  George  Arthur, 
lieutenant  governor  of  the  province  ot  Upper  Ca- 
nada, lor  the  delivery  of  Hugh  Tracy,  to  the  end 
that  he  may  be  brought  to  this  state  to  be  tried  for 
a felony  committed  within  t li is  state. 

The  law  of  nations  recognises  the  mutual  rights 
of  states  to  demand  the  surrender  of  fugitives  trom 
justice.  The  regulation  of  these,  however,  is  a 
proper  subject  for  treaties,  and  the  refusal  of  a state 
to  comply  with  such  a requisition,  in  a reasonable 
case  is  just  cause  for  war.  The  right  to  demand 
and  the  obligation  to  surrender  are  reciprocal.  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  authority  necessary  to  tile  ex- 
ercise of  this  right,  rests  with  the  general  govern- 
ment, and  not  with  the  governments  of  the  states. 
The  constitution  devolves  upon  the  general  go- 
vernment the  care  of  foreign  relations.  That  go- 
vernment has  the  sole  power  to  make  treaties  with 
foreign  states,  and  the  right  to  declare  war  and  con- 
clude peace.  It  thus  possesses  the  power  to  es- 
tablish regulations  for  the  exercise  of  this  import- 
ant right,  and  to  enforce  compliance  with  its  re- 
quisitions when  unreasonably  refused  by  other 
states,  while  the  state  governments  have  no  power 
to  establish  general  regulations  and  no  means  to 
enforce  their  requisitions. 

Application  was  made  to  me  in  a case  similar  to 
that  now  presented,  for  a requisition  upon  the  lieut. 
governor  of  Upper  Canada,  for  the  delivery  of  a 
person  charged  with  a felony  committed  in  this 
state.  I considered  it  my  duty  to  refer  the  appli- 
cant to  the  general  government.  The  answer  of 
the  secretary  of  state  was  in  substance,  that  inas- 
much as  congress  had  not  passed  any  law  on  the 
subject,  and  there  was  no  provision  by  treaty  in  re- 
lation to  it,  the  general  government  had  declined  to 
act  upon  such  applications.  The  view  of  the  sub- 
ject taken  by  the  general  government,  has  served 
only  to  convince  me  that  the  ground  I had  assumed 
was  correct.  If  the  right  could  be  exercised  by' 
the  general  government,  provided  its  exercise 
should  be  regulated  by  law  of  congress  or  by  trea- 
ty, the  jurisdiction  belongs  to  that  government  and 
not  to  those  of  the  state;  and  if  the  general  go- 
vernment could  not  exercise  it  without  the  pre- 
vious passage  of  a law  of  congress  or  the  interven- 
tion of  a treaty,  the  state  governments,  even  if  ad- 
mitted to  divide  the  responsibility  with  the  general 
government,  could  not  exercise  the  power  without 
a similar  law  or  the  intervention  of  a treaty. 

I can  imagine  no  circumstance  which  would 
more  seriously  embarrass  the  general  government 
in  its  conduct  of  the  foreign  relations  of  the  coun- 
try, and  more  certainly  tend  to  bring  the  public 
peace  into  jeopardy,  than  the  discordant  action  of 
the  several  states  in  the  exercise  of  this  power.  I 
have  observed  that  the  governor  of  Vermont  has 
taken  a different  view  of  the  subject  from  that 
here  presented;  and  that  having  issued  his  warrant 
for  the  delivery  of  a fugitive,  upon  the  requisition 
of  the  governor  of  Upper  Canada,  a writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus  has  been  issued  by  a judge  of  that 
state,  and  that  the  constitutional  power  of  the  exe- 
cutive is  now  undergoing  discussion  there.  Un- 
willing in  any  instance  to  assume  doubtful  powers, 
and  especially  in  cases  so  important  to  the  security 
of  our  citizens  and  to  the  harmony  of  our  foreign 
relations,  I have  concluded  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
deliver  citizens  of  this  state  upon  the  demand  of 
the  government  of  foreign  states,  until  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  the  executive  department  of  the 
state  government  is  more  clearly  defined  an  estab- 
lished. Having  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  it  fol- 
lows that  1 cannot  demand  from  other  states  the 
surrender  of  fugitives  from  this  state. 

While  the  view  I have  presented  assumes  that 
the  constitutional  power  and  responsibility  relating 
to  this  subject  rest  with  the  general  government,  I 
apprehend  from  a passage  in  your  communication 
that  you  are  in  error,  ir.  supposing  that  there  is  any 
provision  by  a statute  of  this  state  authorising  the 
governor  to  make  requisitions  upon  the  govern- 
ments of  foreign  countries  for  the  delivery  of  per- 
sons who  have  committed  crimes  in  this  state. 

I am  fully  sensible  of  the  inconvenience  result- 
ing from  the  want  of  suitable  regulations  for  the 
exercise  of  this  important  national  power,  and  I 
shall  deem  it  my  duty  in  a respectful  manner,  to 
bring  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  I am,  very  respectful- 
ly, your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


THE  COLONIZATION  CAUSE. 

From  the  Norfolk.  Beacon. 

The  progress  of  the  settlement  of  Africa  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  experiments  of  civilization  that 
is  now  carrying  out  in  this  age  of  daring  enterprise 
and  boundless  philanthropy.  That  it  will  succeed 
ultimately  would  seem  almost  certain.  Events  are 


on  Use  wdng  that  will  insure  to  the  colonies  an  acces- 
sion of  Iree  people  of  color,  and  it  is  the  dictate  of 
prudence  as  well  as  humanity  Vo  prepare  the  means 
for  their  settlement.  Every  ship  load  of  emi- 
grants is  a spoke  in  the  general  wheel,  and  estab- 
lishes on  stronger  foundations  the  infant  colonies. 
We  have  spoken  of  humanity  arid  benevolence  as 
impelling  our  citizens  in  contributing  to  the  relief 
and  removal  of  the  free  blacks,  but  we  might  use 
other  and  more  practical  arguments.  To  pass  over 
many  that  will  suggest  themselves  in  a slaveholding 
country,  we  would  state  our  belief  that  in  less  than 
twenty  years  the  trade  with  the  new  African  settle- 
ments will  be  one  of  considerable  extent  and  great 
profil . 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  Philadelphia 
North  American: 

Liberia.  The  despatches  by  the  Saluda  are 
highly  gratifying.  Governor  Buchanan,  on  the 
day  after  his  arrival,  convened  the  citizens  of  Mon- 
rovia, and  presented  for  their  acceptance  the  new 
constitution  of  the  commonwealth  of  Liberia,  of 
which  he  was  the  bearer,  and  which  was  adopted. 
The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  report  of 
his  tour: 

“The  day  after  my  inauguration  I started  on  a 
visit  to  the  upper  settlements,  accompanied  by  the 
colonial  secretary,  Mr.  Teage,  Mr.  Brander,  mem- 
ber of  council,  and  two  other  gentlemen.  Though 
we  passed  rapidly  from  place  to  place,  and  though 
notice  of  our  approach  had  preceded  ns  only  a 
few  hours,  the  people  were  assembled  in  the  several 
villages  on  our  arrival,  and  received  us  with  enthu- 
siastic welcome  ami  firing  of  cannon,  and  other  de- 
monstrations of  public  rejoicing.  The  necessity  of 
returning  immediately  to  Monrovia  compelled  me 
in  several  cases  to  disappoint  the  kind  intentions  of 
the  citizens  by  foregoing  their  invitations  to  public 
dinners  prepared  for  the  occasion.  I could  only 
limit  my  slay  to  the  time  required  for  a short  ad- 
dress—reading  the  constitution  and  the  letter  of  the 
board.  These  documents  were  well  received,  and 
the  constitution  seemed  to  give  universal  satisfaction. 

“I  was  very  much  gratified,  in  passing  up  the  St. 
Paul’s,  to  see  the  extent  of  improvement  since  my 
last  visit,  three  years  ago.  From  New  Georgia  to 
Millsburgh,  a distance  of  about  17  miles,  the  right 
bank  of  the  river  exhibits  an  almost  continuous  line 
of  cultivated  (arms,  many  of  them,  too.  of  considera- 
ble size.  The  opposite  shore  still  wears  the  iieli 
foilage  of  the  unbroken  forest,  and  piesents  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  specimens  of  native  scenery;  but 
though  ever  charmed  with  the  luxuriant  drapery  of 
an  Alncan  forest,  I must  say  there  was  in  this  case 
something  in  the  appearance  of  the  right  bank,  with 
its  line  of  neat  cottages,  the  waving  fields  ol  rice 
and  corn,  and  even  in  the  blackened  clearings,  just 
preparing  lor  the  seed  of  the  husbandman,  more 
charming  to  my  feelings  than  in  all  the  wild  beau- 
ties with  which  nature  has  so  profusely  embellished 
this  sunny  land. 

“We  arrived  at  Millsburgh  some  time  before 
evening,  and  after  the  meeting  took  a stroll  over  the 
settlement  and  ascended  a fine  eminence  a short  dis- 
tance from  the  river,  whence  we  had  a good  view  of 
the  village  and  the  surrounding  country.  Millsburgh 
is  pleasantly  situated,  and  exhibits  a highly  pictu- 
resque appearance  from  almost  any  point  of  view. 
It  has  but  one  street  which  runs  parallel  with  the 
river,  and  is  about  a mile  and  a half  long.  This 
street  is  neatly  turnpiked  and  bordered  the  whole 
distance  on  both  sides  with  plantain  and  banana 
trees,  which  throw  over  it  an  air  at  once  refreshing 
and  ornamental. 

“Judging  from  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of 
the  houses,  and  the  highly  cultivate  d enclosures,  I 
should  say  there  are  none  but  independent  people  in 
this  beautiful  settlement,  and  indeed  all  my  inqui- 
ries confirmed  the  first  impression.  Of  course  I use 
the  word  ‘independent’ll)  a moderate  sense.  There 
were  about  4,000  bushels  potatoes  raised  here 
last  year,  besides  corn,  cassada,  rice  and  various 
garden  vegetables.  This  year  there  is,  both  at 
Millsburgh  and  along  the  whole  line  of  the  St. 
Paul’s,  at  least  ten  tunes  the  quantity  of  corn  plant- 
ed that  has  been  in  any  former  year. 

“New  Georgia  I found  the  same  thrifty  and  pros- 
perous place  whose  appearance  so  excited  my  ad- 
miration on  my  first  visit,  three  years  since.  The 
village  seemed  but  little  changed,  but  the  environs 
showed  greatly  extended  clearings,  and  large  addi- 
tions to  the  substantial  sources  of  comfort  and 
wealth.  I visited  the  public  farm;  every  thing  lo  deed 
well.  About  thirty  acres  of  crops  were  growing, 
nine  of  which  are  sugar-cane,  winch  promise  well, 
and  will  be  ready  to  harvest  by  the  first  ot  Septem- 
ber, at  which  time  also  our  sugar  mill  will  be  ready 
to  run.” 

On  visiting  Basa  Cove  and  Edina,  the  governor 
remarks;  “Since  the  first  of  June  last,  not  less  than 
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two  hundred  acres  of  lands  have  been  cleared  and 
sowed  in  the  two  settlements,  and  the  business  of 
clearing  land  and  planting  was  still  going  on  with 
vigor  that  astonished  me.” 

In  speaking  of  the  slave  trade  which  is  carried 
on  this  season  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa  with 
an  activity  hardly  ever  known,  he  says:  ‘-Never  was 
the  American  flag  so  extensively  used  by  those  pi- 
rates upon  liberty  and  humanity  as  at  present. 
Probably  three-fourths  of  the  vessels  boarded  by 
English  cruisers,  and  found  to  be  slavers,  are  pro- 
tected by  American  papers  and  the  American  flag. 
Those  vessels  are  generally  American  built,  many 

of  them  owned  by  merchants  in  the  cities  of 

and , and  the  papers  are  signed  by  the  Ameri- 
can counsel  at . I will  give  you  a statement  of 

facts  in  relation  to  the  slave-trade  as  carried  on,  on 
the  west  coast  of  Africa,  under  our  national  flag,  in 
a few  days.” 

The  friends  of  colonization  will  be  gratified  to 
learn  that  the  Saluda  will  leave  Philadelphia  on  the 
23d  inst.  for  Norfolk,  Virginia,  and  sail  from  this  lat- 
ter port  for  Liberia  on  the  first  of  August,  with  emi- 
grants and  stores.  As  we  understand  that  many  of 
the  emigrants  are  unprovided  for,  and  the  stores  re- 
quired for  the  colony  are  large,  may  we  not  hope 
( hat  the  friends  of  the  cause  every  where  wiil  aid  the 
society  by  sending  forward  to  Washington,  in- 
stantly, liberal  contributions? 


CREEK  RESERVATIONS. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

We  understand  that  the  war  department  has 
been  for  some  time  past  diligently  engaged  in  the 
examination  of  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  president  io  inves- 
tigate the  titles  to  Creek  reservations;  and  as  we  are 
aware  the  result  is  anxiously  looked  for  by  the  par- 
ties interested,  we  publish  without  delay  the  deci- 
sion of  tiie  department  upon  a numerous  class  of 
cases.  A list  of  these  eases,  together  with  that  of 
such  contracts  as  were  considered  unobjectionable 
by  tiie  commissioners,  will  soon  be  submitted  to  the 
president  for  his  approval,  as  soon  as  they  can  be 
prepared. 

Tiie  great  mass  of  evidence  furnished  since  the 
report  of  the  commissioners  was  presented,  has 
rendered  the  investigation  more  tedious,  and  occa- 
sioned greater  delay  than  was  expected;  but  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  remaining  cases,  which 
are  now7  under  consideration,  will  promptly  be  dis- 
posed of.  We  are  happy  to  learn,  likewise,  that  the 
conflicting  claims  under  the  contract  made  by  gen. 
Jessup  with  Messrs.  Watson  & Co.  are  likely  to  be 
amicably  adjusted,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
president;  so  that  ail  the  vexed  questions  arising 
Irom  the  sale  of  Creek  reservations  under  the  treaty, 
are  on  the  eve  of  being  finally  settled. 

REGULATIONS. 

Satisfactory  explanations  having  been  given,  and 
in  the  opinion  of  the  department,  sufficient  evidence 
having  been  adduced  to  cure  the  defects  arising  from 
irregularities  in  the  certificates  given  to  purchasers 
of  Creek  reservations,  by  the  agents  of  the  United 
Stales,  who  acted  under  the  authority  of  the  presi- 
dent, viz:  gen.  Sandford,  Dr.  McHenry,  judge  Tur- 
rant,  and  T.  J.  Abbott,  esq.  in  the  several  districts 
of  tiie  Creek  territory  assigtied  to  them,  a list  of  all 
such  cases  embraced  by  tiie  following  descriptive 
classifications  will  be  made  out,  in  order  that  it  may- 
be submitted  to  the  president  for  his  approval. 

1.  Cases  suspended  because  the  certificates  were 
irregular  inasmuch  as  they  did  not  contain  a suffici- 
ently distinct  or  adequate  description  of  the  land, 
or  where  as  in  some  instances,  such  description  was 
omitted  altogether. 

2.  Where  tiie  certificate  does  not  state  that  the 
money  was  paid  in  the  presence  of  (he  agent. 

3.  Where  the  contract  is  certified  to  different 
persons  from  those  mentioned  in  the  bond  to  tiie 
Indian. 

4.  Where  tiie  signer  of  tile  bond  is  represented  as 
a female,  and  (he  printed  parts  of  the  certificates 
are  not  so  altered  as  to  designate  the  sex. 

5.  Where  irregularities  have  been  noted  in  the 
contract?  sent  to  the  office  of  Indian  affairs,  and  sub- 
sequently corrected  without  proper  explanations 
being  given. 

6.  Where  the  bond  was  taken  from  the  Indian  in 
blank  and  subsequently  filled  up. 

7.  Where  there  is  no  date  to  certificate,  and  it 
lias  been  supposed  that  tiie  contracts  were  certified 
after  the  resignation  or  removal  of  the  agent. 

8.  Where  there  exists  in  the  numbers  of  town- 

ship or  range — the  contract  to  be  compared  with, 
and  the  error  to  be  corrected  by  the  book  of  loca- 
tions. J.  R.  POINSETT. 

War  department,  July  12.  1839. 


RIVER  DISTANCES  IN  THE  WEST. 

We  repeat  from  the  Wheeling  Times,  tiie  publica- 
tion of  the  following  tabic,  showing  tiie  distances 
from  each  other  of  the  places  named,  and  from 
Wheeling,  with  tiie  prices  of  passage.  It  is  proper 
to  observe  that  these  are  the  established  rates,  but 
that  some  boats  charge  less,  the  prices  depending  in 
some  degree  upon  the  number  of  boats  in  port,  and 
the  abundance  or  scarcity  of  passengers: 

UP  THE  RIVER. 


Miles. 


Wheeling  to  Welisburg,  Ya. 

16 

Steubenville,  Ohio, 

7 

23 

Wellsville, 

20 

43 

Beaver,  Pennsylvania, 

26 

69 

Pittsburg, 

27 

96 

Fare. 
$0  75 
1 00 

1 50 

2 50 

3 00 


DOWN  THE  RIVER. 

Marietta,  Ohio, 

82 

Parkersburg,  Virginia, 

10 

92 

Point  Pleasant, 

78 

170 

Galliapolis,  Ohio, 

3 

173 

Guyandotte,  Virginia, 

37 

210 

Portsmouth,  Ohio, 

50 

260 

Maysville,  Kentucky, 

47 

307 

Ripley,  Ohio, 

12 

319 

Cincinnati, 

46 

355 

Port  William,  mouth  of  Ky. 

79 

434 

Madison,  Indiana-, 

13 

447 

Westport,  Kentucky, 

20 

467 

Louisville, 

20 

487 

Rome,  Indiana, 

100 

587 

Troy, 

35 

622 

Yellow  Banks,  Kentucky, 

25 

647 

Evansville,  Indiana, 

40 

687 

Henderson,  Kentucky, 

12 

699 

Shaw netown,  Illinois, 

53 

752 

Smithland,  ra.  of  Cumberland, 

63 

815 

Mouth  of  Ohio, 

66 

881 

New  Madrid,  Mo. 

75 

956 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

150 

1,106 

Helena,  Arkansas  ter. 

85 

1,191 

Vicksburg,  Mississippi, 

307 

1,493 

Natchez, 

110 

1,608 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 

300 

1,903 

2 50 
2 50 
5 00 
5 00 
C 00 

7 00 

8 00 
9 00 

10  00 
11  00 
11  00 
12  00 
12  00 
15  00 
15  00 
15  00 
18  00 
18  00 
18  00 
18  00 
20  00 
22  00 

25  00 

26  00 
30  00 
30  00 
35  00 


Tiie  above  prices  of  passages  include  boarding. 
The  prices  of  deck  passage  are  about  one-fourth  of 
these,  tiie  passengers  finding  themselves.  Thus  to 
Louisville  the  deck  passage  is  $3,  cabin  12;  to  New 
Orleans,  deck  S,  cabin  35.  The  deck  is  covered, 
and  contains  berths,  but  it  is  a very  undesirable 
way  of  travelling.  The  passage  (o  Louisville  is 
generally  performed  in  two  and  half  days,  and  to 
New  Orleans  in  from  eight  to  ten;  returning,  nearly 
double  this  time.  Tiie  ordinary  speed  of  the  boats 
is  twelve  miles  an  hour  down  the  river,  and  six  up. 

DISTANCES  ON  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI. 


From  St.  Louis  to  Missouri  river. 

18 

miles. 

Alton,  Illinois, 

6 

24 

Hamburg,  do. 

15 

39 

Clarksville,  Mo. 

60 

99 

Louisiana,  do. 

12 

111 

Severton,  do. 

23 

134 

Hannibal,  do. 

7 

141 

Marion  city, do. 

10 

151 

Quincy,  111. 

10 

161 

Lagrange,  Mo. 

12 

173 

Tully,  do. 

8 

181 

Warsaw,  III.  near  fort  Edward, 

20 

201 

Mouth  of  Des  Moines  river,  Mo. 

2 

203 

Keokuk,  Iowa, 

X 

204 

Commerce,  III.  head  Des  Monies  rapids, 

IS 

222 

Appanoose,  do.  opposite  fort  Madison, 

10 

232 

Burlington,  Iowa, 

20 

252 

Yellow  Banks,  III. 

15 

267 

New  Boston.  111.  opp.  mo.  Iowa  river. 

15 

282 

Iowa,  near  mouth  of  Pine  river. 

35 

317 

Rockport,  III.  mouth  of  Rock  river, 
Montevideo,  Iowa,  opposite  Rockport, 

10 

327 

Senasepo,  do. 

4 

331 

Stevenson,  III. 

Davenport,  Iowa,  opposite  Stevenson, 
Rock  Island,  III.  foot  of  rapids, 

5 

336 

1 

337 

Canaan,  do.  head  of  R.  I.  rapids, 

18 

355 

New  Philadelphia,  Iowa, 

40 

395 

Savanna,  III. 

20 

415 

Smithville,  do. 

10 

425 

Belleview,  Iowa 

(l 

431 

Fever  river,  III. 

6 

437 

Galena, 

8 

445 

Du  Buque,  Iowa, 

30 

475 

Cassville,  Wis.  terrilory, 

30 

505 

Prairie  La  Porte, 

8 

513 

Prairie  du  Chien, 

Falls  of  Si.  Anthony,  about 

22 

535 

265 

800 

Price  of  passage  the  same  as  on  the  Ohio  river, 
viz:  about  $'3  per  hundred  miles,  for  long  distances, 
and  four  to  five  cents  per  mile  ior  short  ones.  Deck 
passengers  about  one  dollar  per  hundred  miles. 
The  usual  speed  of  the  boats  are  six  miles  an  hour 
uu  the  stream,  and  ten  down. 


TOWNS  ON  THE  ILLINOIS  RIVER, 
With  their  distances  from  Peoria. 
W.  stands  for  west  side;  E.  for  east  side. 


UP  THE  RIVER. 

w. 


6 miles 

4 houses. 

12 

18 

25  “ 

1 

19 

3 “ 

2 

21 

30  “[Marshall. 

12 

33 

55  co.  seat  of 

12 

45 

5 houses. 

8 

53 

5 “ [Putnam. 

4 

57  pop. 

700,  co.  seat  of 

12 

69 

4 houses. 

2 

71  pop 

.900. 

3 

74 

16  houses. 

5 

79 

7 “ [La  Salle. 

11 

80 

90  pop. 
170 

900,  co.  seat  of 

Detroit, 

Rome,  w. 

Allentown,  w. 

Chilicothe,  w. 

Lacon,  e. 

Henry,  w. 

Webster,  w. 

Hennepin,  e. 

Enterprise,  w. 

Peru,  vv. 

Rockwell,  w. 

Utica,  w. 

Ottawa,  mo.  of  FoxR. 

Chicago,  by  land, 

DOWN  THE  RIVER. 

Wesley  city, 

Pekin, 

Copperas  creek, 

Liverpool, 

Havana, 
diode's  landing, 

Mo.  of  Sangamon, 

Erie, 

Beardstown, 

Lagrange, 

Meredosia, 

Naples, 

Phillip’s  ferry, 

Portland, 

Augusta, 

Montezuma, 

New  Berford, 

Bridgeport, 

Newport, 

Columbiana, 

Guilford, 

Camden,  mo.  Illinois, 

Grafton, 

Portage  de  Sioux, 

Randolph, 

Alton, 

Missouri  river, 

Chippewa,  mo.  Wood  river, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  price  of  passage  from  St.  Louis  to  Peoria,  is  $5 
for  cabin,  $2  50  for  deck.  From  Peru  or  Ottawa,  $3 
for  cabin,  $1  50  for  deck.  Way  passages  are  much 
higher  in  proportion. 


e. 

3 miles 

30  houses. 

e. 

7 

10 

pop.  400. 

w. 

20 

30 

w. 

10 

40 

6 houses. 

e. 

10 

50 

30  “ 

w. 

18 

68 

3 “ 

e. 

10 

78 

w. 

7 

85 

5 houses. 

e. 

2 

87 

pi.p.  600. 

w. 

10 

97 

10  houses. 

e. 

10 

107 

30  “ 

e. 

6 

113 

pop.  350 

4 

117 

w. 

3 

120 

3 houses. 

w. 

3 

123 

15  “ 

w. 

5 

128 

20  “ 

w. 

2 

130 

6 “ 

e. 

1 10 

140 

I1®  :: 

w. 

s 

l 5 

e. 

10 

150 

6 “ 

w. 

12 

162 

10  “ 

18 

180 

5 “ 

111. 

2 

182 

40  “ 

M. 

7 

189 

50  “ 

111. 

1 

190 

7 “ 

111. 

8 

198 

pop.  3,625. 

4 

202 

river 

•,  2 

204 

5 houses. 

16 

220 

pop.  16,207. 

GREEN  MOUNT  CEMETERY. 

We  have  seldom  if  ever  spent  two  hours  more 
delightfully  than  in  witnessing  the  dedication  of  the 
Green  Mount  cemetery  \o  the  purposes  of  sepulture, 
which  took  place  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  last. 
The  day  was  unusually  pleasant,  the  heat  being 
moderated  by  a refreshing  breeze,  and  showed  the 
landscape  and  in  all  the  glories  of  summer  unmark- 
ed by  the  searing  effects  of  drought  by  which  the 
season  of  harvest  is  generally  attended.  For  some 
time  previous  to  the  hour  named  for  the  ceremony, 
crowds  of  citizens  were  seen  repairing  to  the  place 
of  meeting,  whilst  carriages  and  rail  road  cars  filled 
with  well  dressed  people  hurried  along  in  the  same 
direction. 

At  the  entrance  to  the  grounds  the  carriages  were 
left,  and  the  parlies  with  whom  they  had  been  fill- 
ed strolled  leisurely  along  the  walks  shaded  by  ma- 
jestic trees  and  surrounded  by  shrubbery  disposed 
on  all  sides  with  the  greatest  taste.  On  approach- 
ing the  spot  appropriated  to  the  ceremony,  we  found 
an  extensive  stage  erected,  on  which  was  seated 
the  mayor,  the  members  of  (lie  city  council,  the  of- 
ficiating clergymen,  the  orator  of  the  day,  and  the 
musical  association  of  Baltimore,  the  members  of 
which  had  kindly  offered  their  aid;  whilst  the  sur- 
rounding space  was  occupied  by  a vast  concourse 
of  as  orderly  and  well  attired  persons  as  we  have 
ever  seen  drawn  together.  As  may  well  be  sup- 
posed, the  sight  of  the  assembled  multitude,  the 
stillness  of  tiie  scene,  and  the  solemnity  of  shade, 
coupled  with  tiie  object  for  which  the  thousands 
present  had  met  together,  producing  a state  of  feel- 
ing well  adapted  to  tiie  imposing  rites  in  which 
they  were  about  to  take  a part.  The  early  days  of 
Christianity  as  described  in  the  pages  of  history, 
pressed  themselves  upon  our  recollection,  and  we 
could  almost  imagine  that  we  had  gone  back  to  the 
times  when  the  followers  of  our  blessed  Redeemer 
were  forced  to  fly  to  the  wilderness,  there  to  offer 
up  their  prayers  and  thanksgivings  beneath  the 
wide  spread  canopy  of  heaven. 

At  the  appointed  hour  the  ceremonies  commenc- 
ed with  tiie  performance  of  a beautiful  and  appro- 
priate chorale , from  the  oratorio  of  St.  Paul,  begin- 
ning “Sleepers  awake!  a voice  is  calling, ” by  the 
musical  association,  accompanied  by  a full  orches- 
tra. So  soon  as  the  sound  of  the  music  had  died 
away,  the  rev.  Dr.  Wyatt,  rector  of  St.  Paul’s, 
arose,  and  whilst  the  attendant  multitude  stood  un- 
covered, offered  up  to  the  throne  of  the  Most  Hi/rh 
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a prayer,  in  which  deep  devotional  feeling  was  hap- 
pily blended  with  great  beauty  of  language  and  per- 
fect appropriateness  of  thought  to  the  occasion. — 
In  his  appeal  he  averted  to  the  usage  of  the  patri- 
archs of  old  in  setting  apart  “a  field  for  the  burial 
of  the  dead,”  and  dwelt  with  touching  eloquence 
upon  the  moral  and  religious  influences  that  arise 
from  manifestations  of  due  respect  to  the  remains  of 
departed  worth.  He  spoke  of  the  grave  as  the  ves- 
tibule to  another  world,  where  the  loves  and  friend- 
ships of  this  transitory  life  may  be  renewed,  never 
again  to  be  marred  by  care  and  sttlFering, but  to  be- 
come purer  and  brighter  throughout  eternity. 

The  prayer  was  succeeded  by  the  following 

HYMN, 

Composed  for  the  occasion  by  J.  IT.  B.  Latrohe,  esq. 

We  meet  not  now  where  pillar’d  aisles, 

In  long  and  dim  perspective  fade; 

No  dome,  by  human  hands  uprear’d, 

Gives  to  this  spot  its  solemn  shade. 

Our  temple  is  the  woody  vale, 

It  shrines  these  grateful  hearts  of  ours; 

Our  incense  is  the  balmy  gale, 

Whose  perfume  is  the  spoil  of  flowers. 

Vet  here,  where  now  the  living  meet, 

The  shrouded  dead  ere  long  will  rest, 

And  grass  now  trod  beneath  our  feet, 

Will  mournful  wave  above  our  breast. 

Here  birds  will  sing  their  notes  of  praise, 

When  summer  hours  are  bright  and  warm; 

And  winter’s  sweeping  winds  will  raise, 

The  sounding  anthems  of  the  storm. 

Then  now,  while  life’s  warm  currents  flow, 

While  restless  throbs  the  anxious  heart, 

Teach  us,  oh  Lord,  thy  power  to  know, 

Thy  grace,  oh  Lord,  our  God,  impart: 

That  when,  beneath  this  verdant  soil, 

Our  dust  to  kindred  dust  is  given; 

Our  souls,  released  from  mortal  coil, 

May  find,  with  thee,  their  rest  in  heaven. 

At  the  termination  of  the  hymn  Mr.  Kennedy, 
made  an  address,  in  commendation  of  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  say  too  much.  It  was  evident 
that  the  subject  on  which  he  discoursed  had  posses- 
sion of  the  feelings  of  the  gifted  speaker,  who  avail- 
ed himself  in  the  happiest  manner  of  his  extended 
classical  attainments  and  great  desciiptive  power,  in 
urging  upon  his  hearers  the  social  and  moral  influ- 
ences connected  with  the  occasion.  The  address 
was  received  with  a degree  of  attention  that  could 
not  have  failed  to  gratify  the  orator.  Mr.  Kennedy, 
having  resumed  his  seat,  the  following  hymn  was 
sung: 

HYMN, 

Composed  for  the  occasion,  by  F.  H.  Davidge,  esq. 
Fount  of  mercies — source  of  love, 

List  the  hymns  we  raise  to  thee; 

From  thy  holy  throne  above, 

Heedful  oi  our  worship  be. 

Creatures  of  thy  sov’reign  will. 

At  thy  feet  we  humbly  bend; 

Let  thy  grace  our  bosoms  fill; 

Be  our  comfort — be  our  friend. 

Here  beneath  the  sunlit  sky, 

With  thy  gifts  around  us  spread; 

We  beseech  thee — from  on  high — 

Bless  these  dwellings  of  the  dead. 

Guard  them  when  the  summer’s  glow, 

Decks  with  beauties,  hill  and  dale; 

Guard  them  when  the  winter’s  snow 
Spreads  o’er  all  its  mantle  pale. 

Here — when  wearied  pilgrims  cease, 

O’er  life’s  chequered  scenes  to  roam, 

May  their  ashes  rest  in  peace, 

’Till  thy  voice  shall  call  them  home. 

Then,  oh  then — their  trials  done, 

Bid  them  rise  to  worship  thee, 

Where  the  ransomed  of  thy  Son, 

Join  in  endless  harmony. 

A benediction,  pronounced  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Ham- 
ner,  closed  the  impressive  ceremonies  of  (he  occa- 
sion. [Ball.  American. 


THE  CHARACTER  OF  WASHINGTON. 

The  beautiful  effusion  which  the  reader  will  find 
below,  is  the  production  of  the  chaste  and  classic 
mind  of  the  late  venerable  and  distinguished  sena- 
tor from  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Robbins,  and  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  following  circumstances:  During  the 
session  of  1837-8,  Mr.  Webster  entertained  a large 
party  of  friends  at  dinner,  among  them,  the  venera- 
ble senator  we  have  named.  The  evening  passed  off 
with  much  hilarity,  enlivened  with  wit  and  senti- 
ment; but  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  Mr. 
Robbins  maintained  that  grave  but  placid  silence 
which  was  his  habit.  While  thus  apparently  ab- 
stracted, some  one  suddenly  called  on  him  for  a toast, 
which  call  was  seconded  by  the  company.  He  rose 
and  in  his  surprise  asked  if  they  w-ere  serious  in 
making  such  a demand  of  so  old  a man;  and  being 


assured  that  they  were,  he  said  it  they  would  sus- 
pend their  hilarity  for  a few  moments  he  would  give 
them  a toast  and  preface  it  with  a few  observations. 
Having  thus  secured  a breathless  stillness,  he  went  on 
to  remark  that  they  were  then  on  the  verge  of  the  22d 
of  February  the  anniversary  oi  the  birth  of  the  great 
patriot  and  statesman  of  our  country,  whom  ail  de- 
lighted to  remember  and  to  honor;  and  he  hoped  he 
might,  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  an  aged  man  to  re- 
cur for*a  few  momentsto  past  events  connected  with 
his  character  and  history.  He  then  proceeded  and 
delivered  in  the  most  happy  arid  impressive  man- 
ner the  beautiful  speech  which  now  grace  our  co- 
lums.  The  whole  company  were  electrified  by  his 
patriotic  enthusiasm;  and  one  of  the  guests,  before 
they  separated,  begged  that  he  would  take  the 
trouble  to  put  on  paper  what  he  had  so  happily  ex- 
pressed, and  furnish  a copy  for  publication.  Mr. 
R.  obligingly  complied  with  his  request  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  but  by  some  accident  the  manuscript 
got  mislaid  and  eluded  all  search  for  it  until  a few 
days  ago  when  it  was  unexpectly  recovered,  and  is 
now  presented  to  our  readers.  [Nat.  Ini. 

On  the  near  approach  of  that  calender-day  which 
gave  birth  to  Washington,  I fpel  rekindling  within 
me  some  of  those  emotions  alwaj's  connected  with 
the  recollection  of  that  hallowed  name.  Permit  me 
to  indulge  them  on  this  occasion,  for  a moment  in  a 
few  remarks,  as  preliminary  to  a sentiment  which 
I shall  beg  leave  to  propose. 

I consider  it  as  one  of  the  consolations  of  my  age 
that  I am  old  enough  and  fortunate  enough  to  have 
seen  that  wonderful  man.  This  happiness  is  still 
common  to  so  many  yet  among  the  living,  that  less 
is  thought  of  it  now'  than  it  will  be  in  after  times;  but 
it  is  no  less  a happiness  to  me  on  that  account. 

While  a boy  at  school,  I saw  him  for  the  first 
time;  it  w'as  when  he  was  passing  through  New  Eng- 
land to  take  the  command  in  chief  of  the  American 
armies  at  Cambridge.  Never  shall  I forget  the  im- 
pression his  imposing  presence  made  on  my  young 
imagination;  so  superior  did  he  seem  to  me  to  all 
that  I had  seen  or  imagined  of  the  human  form  for 
striking  effect.  I remember  with  what  delight,  in 
my  after  studies,  I came  to  the  line  in  Virgil  that  ex- 
pressed all  the  enthusiasm  of  my  own  feelings,  as  in- 
spired by  that  presence,  and  which  I could  not  often 
enough  repeat: 

“Credo  equidem,  nec  vara  fides,  gennasesse  deorum.” 

I saw  him  again  at  his  interview  with  Rocham- 
beau,  when  they  met  to  settle  the  plans  of  combined 
operations  between  the  French  fleet  and  the  Ameri- 
can armies  against  the  British  on  the  Chesapeake; 
and  then  I saw  the  immense  crowd  drawn  together 
from  all  the  neighboring  towns  to  get,  if  possible, 
one  look  at  the  man  who  had  throned  himself  in 
every  heart.  Not  one  of  that  immense  crowd  doubted 
the  final  triumph  of  his  country  in  her  arduous  con- 
flict; for  every  one  saw,  or  thought  he  saw,  in  Wash- 
ington, her  guardian  angel,  commissioned  by  heaven 
to  insure  her  that  triumph.  Nil  desperandum  was 
the  motto  with  every  one. 

“Nil  desperandum,  Teucro  duce,  auspice  Teucro.’’ 

In  after  life,  when  the  judgment  corrects  the  ex- 
travagance of  early  impressions,  I saw  him  on 
several  occasions,  but  saw  nothing  at  either  to  ad- 
monish me  of  any  extravagance  in  my  early  im- 
pression. The  impression  was  still  the  same;  I had 
the  same  overpowering  sense  of  being  in  the  pre- 
sence of  some  superior  being. 

It  is  indeed  remarkable,  and  I believe  unique  in 
the  history  of  men,  that  Washington  made  the  same 
impression  upon  all  minds,  at  all  places,  and  at  once. 
When  his  fame  first  broke  upon  the  world,  it  spread 
at  once  over  the  whole  world.  By  the  consent  of 
mankind — by  the  universal  sentiment — he  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  human  species;  above  ail 
envy,  because  above  all  emulation:  for  no  one  then 
pretended  or  has  pretended  to  be — at  least  who  has 
been  allowed  to  be — the  co-rival  of  Washington  in 
fame. 

When  the  great  Frederick  of  Prusssia  sent  his 
portrait  to  Washington,  with  this  inscription  upon  it, 
“From  the  oldest  general  in  Europe  to  the  greatest 
general  in  the  world,”  he  did  but  echo  the  senti- 
ment of  all  the  chivalry  of  Europe.  Nor  was  the 
sentiment  confined  to  Europe,  nor  to  the  bounds  of 
civilization;  for  the  Arabs  of  the  desert  talked  of 
Washington  in  his  tent;  his  name  wandered  with 
the  wandering  Scythian,  and  was  cherished  by  him 
as  a household  word  in  all  his  migrations’  No 
clime  was  so  barbarous  as  to  be  a stranger  to  the 
name;  but  every  where,  and  by  all  men,  that  name 
was  placed  at  the  same  point  of  elevation,  and  above 
compeer.  As  it  was  in  the  beginnine:  so  it  is  now; 
of  the  future  we  cannot  speak  with  certainty. 
Some  future  age,  in  the  endless  revolutions  of  time, 
may  produce  another  Washington;  but  the  greater 
probability  is  that  he  is  destined  lo  remain  forever, 
as  he  now  is,  the  Phenix  of  human  kind. 


What  a possession  to  his  country  is  such  a fame! 
Such  a 

“Clarum  et  venerahile  nonien 
“ Gentibus /” 

To  all  his  countrymen  it  gives,  and  forever  will  give 
a passport  to  respect  wherever  they  go,  to  whatever 
part  of  the  globe;  for  his  country  is  in  every  other 
identified  with  that  fame. 

What,  then,  is  incumbent  upon  us,  his  country- 
men? Why,  to  be  such  a people  as  shall  be  worthy  of 
such  a fame — a people  of  whom  it  shall  be  said,  “No 
wonder  such  a people  have  produced  such  a man  as 
Washington.”  I give  yon,  therefore,  this  sentiment: 
The  memory  of  Washington:  May  his  country- 
men prove  themselves  a people  worthy  of  his  fame. 


MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

From  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITERS. 

U.  8.  Military  Academy,  West  Point,  June  20,  1839. 

To  the  lion.  Joel  It.  Poinsett,  secretary  of  war. — 

Sir:  The  board  of  visiters,  assembled  at  this 
place  pursuant  to  your  request,  have  attended  the 
examination  of  the  cadets,  and,  at  the  conclusion  of 
their  labors,  beg  leave  to  report  to  you  the  results 
of  their  observations  upon  the  subjects  particularly 
referred  to  in  your  communications,  as  well  as  upon 
others  relating  to  this  institution. 

However  pacific  may  be  the  general  policy  of  a 
government,  there  will  always  exist  a necessity  of 
cultivating  the  arts  and  sciences  which  are  essen- 
tial to  a state  of  war;  and  though  it  may,  for  a sea- 
son, be  happily  exempted  from  the  evils  of  war,  it 
is  not  always  in  its  choice  to  avoid  them.  Provi- 
sion must,  therefore,  be  made  by  public  authority, 
not  only  for  instruction  in  those  arts  and  sciences, 
but  lorthe  progressive  improvements  in  them,  which 
contribute  essentially  to  success  in  military  opera- 
tions. Neither  of  these  can  be  well  obtained  with- 
out a public  establishment,  supplied  with  conve- 
niences and  able  instructors.  Some  establishment 
of  this  kind  would  seem  to  be  the  more  essential  in 
governments  maintaining,  ordinarily,  a very  small 
military  force,  and  that  force  separated  into  small 
detachments,  and  occupying  stations  remote  from 
each  other. 

The  peculiar  situation  of  the  United  States,  with 
a much  smaller  military  force  than  any  other  nation, 
compared  with  its  extent  of  territory  and  popula- 
tion, and  that  force  dispersed  into  the  various  sec- 
tions of  the  union,  renders  a public  school  for  in- 
struction in  the  arts  and  sciences  appertaining  to  a 
condition  of  war,  indispensable. 

Presuming  that  the  necessity  of  a military  insti- 
tution, embracing  the  objects  for  which  this  has 
been  established,  will  be  generally  conceded,  the 
public  solicitude  w ill  naturally  be  led  to  the  inquiry, 
whether  these  objects  are  obtained  to  the  utmost 
practicable  extent  by  the  general  management  and 
the  course  of  instruction  at  this  academy. 

The  advantages  which  this  institution  derives 
from  its  location,  must  be  well  known  to  all  who 
have  visited  West  Point.  The  facility  of  secluding 
the  cadets  from  an  intercourse  that  would  be  inju- 
rious, in  many  respects,  and  especially  in  reference 
to  the  interruption  of  their  studies;  the  combina- 
tion of  the  benefits  of  an  expeditious  and  cheap 
communication  with  all  parts  of  the  union;  the 
purity  of  the  atmosphere,  furnishing  the  best  secu- 
rity for  continued  healthiness,  and  the  animatin'’- 
associations  with  which  the  position  is  surrounded, 
as  the  scene  and  the  centre  of  many  important  ope- 
rations of  the  revolutionary  war;  all  conspire  to 
justify  the  selection  of  the  post  for  a military  aca- 
demy. In  close  connection  with  this  topic,  our  at- 
tention could  not  fail  to  bo,  in  a very  particular 
manner,  directed  to  the  condition  and  character  of 
the  buildings  on  the  plain,  in  relation  to  which  we 
will  here  briefly  present  some  suggestions. 

The  defects  in  the  construction  and  arrangement 
of  the  barracks  for  the  cadets  are  not  only  conspi- 
cuous, but  very  important.  So  far  from  reasonable 
and  proper  facilities  for  study  being  provided  in  the 
quarters  now  used,  there  are  positive  obstacles 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  pupil,  of  whom  the  se- 
verest exercise  of  his  intellectual  faculties  is  re- 
quired. On  the  score  of  health,  too,  such  is  the 
want  of  ventilation,  and  of  space  in  the  rooms,  that 
nothing  but  a rigidly  executed  system  of  police  has 
prevented  even  greater  evils  than  have  yet  been 
felt.  Those  winch  exist,  however,  demand,  by 
their  character,  an  early  and  efficient  remedy;  and 
on  this  subject  we  respect! ally,  but  most  unequivo- 
cally and  emphatically,  recommend  and  urge  a 
change  which  shall  be  complete  and  permanent. 
We  were  pleased  to  find  that  this  matter  had,  within 
the  last  year,  attracted  a large  share  of  the  attention 
of  the  superintendent,  and  that  plans  had  been  pre- 
pared with  the  object  of  effecting  a thorough  alter- 
ation. By  the  entire  removal  of  the  mess-house, 
and  of  the  south  and  north  barracks,  a very  large 
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part  of  the  plain  will  be  unmasked  and  thrown  info 
a state  adapted  to  military  evolutions,  in  addition  to 
the  ground  now  employed;  and  the  line  of  academic 
buildings  will  be  preserved  for  convenience  and  for 
beauty.  The  laboratory,  also,  should  be  transferred 
from  its  present  site,  which,  on  account  of  the  com- 
bustible nature  of  the  contents  of  the  various  apart- 
ments, is  quite  too  near  other  important  edifices. 
The  erection  then,  on  the  eastern  border  of  the 
plain,  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  of  barracks,  com- 
bining, in  each  room,  all  the  advantages  of  suffi- 
cient space  and  a free  circulation  of  fresh  air,  with 
such  other  improvements  in  details  as  experience 
has  shown  to  be  desirable;  the  construction  of  a 
mess- house  north  of  these  new  barracks,  and  the 
establishment  of  the  laboratory  within  the  limits  of 
old  tort  Clinton,  will  present  an  arrangement  in 
harmony  with  the  existing  ranges  of  the  professor’s 
quarters  and  the  academic  buildings,  and  will  carry 
out  a design  admirably  suited  to  the  great  objects 
of  the  academy.  The  superintendent  submitted  to 
the  board  the  plans  which  have  been  matured  to 
effect  the  very  important  changes  now  referred  to; 
and,  after  careful  consideration,  we  confidently  and 
strongly  recommend  to  the  secretary  of  war  the 
adoption  of  major  Delafield’s  views,  and  the  pro- 
secution of  such  measures  as  may  be  requisite  to 
obtain  the  appropriate  legislative  action. 

The  principles  upon  which  candidates  are  ad- 
mitted, open  the  institution  to  the  sons  of  all 
classes  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  the  practical  re- 
sults, in  this  respect,  are  such  as  are  desirable.  A 
considerable  proportion  of  the  respective  classes 
consists  of  those  whose  parents  or  friends  are  not 
able,  or  would  not  feel  themselves  able,  to  educate 
them  at  the  other  higher  literary  institutions  of  the 
country.  When  received  into  the  academy,  they 
are  all  placed  on  the  same  level.  The  rules  and 
discipline  are  applied  with  impartiality  to  all. — 
The  distinctions  that  are  permitted  to  exist,  are 
only  grades  of  merit,  which  are  offered  alike  to  the 
competition  of  all,  and  granted  only  in  cases  where 
they  are  well  deserved. 

It  has  not  come  to  our  knowledge  that  there  is 
any  dissatisfaction,  among  the  cadets  themselves, 
with  the  judgment  of  the  academic  board  in  ar- 
ranging the  grades  of  merit;  and,  so  far  as  our  own 
means  of  forming  opinions  on  the  subject  enable  11s 
to  determine,  the  decisions  of  the  board  have  been 
carefully  and  fairly  made.  The  same  accurate 
judgment,  we  think,  has  been  observed  in  the  se- 
lections for  temporary  military  commands. 

We  highly  approve  of  the  regulations  which  have 
been  adopted  to  secure  to  the  public  the  benefits 
of  the  education  received  at  this  institution.  The 
candidate,  on  being  received  here,  not  only  enters 
into  an  engagement  to  remain  the  full  term  of  four 
years,  but  to  take  a commission  in  the  army,  and 
to  continue  in  it  for  four  years;  and,  during  this 
period,  it  is  usual  to  refuse  him  permission  to  re- 
sign. This  regulation  seems  to  us  to  be  a wise 
and  negessary  precaution,  and  to  prevent  applica- 
tions for  admission  by  those  who  do  not,  at  the 
time,  contemplate  devoting  themselves  to  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  country. 

We  do  not  conceive  it  necessary  to  notice  par- 
ticularly, in  our  report,  each  branch  of  study  or  dis- 
cipline, but  only  to  allude  to  those  in  which  changes 
have  been  marie  within  the  last  year,  or  which,  in 
our  opinion,  require  modification.  What  is  left 
without  comment  is  to  be  considered  as  having  re- 
ceived our  approbation. 

The  system  adopted  by  this  institution  in  keep- 
ing an  exact  register  of  the  daily  progress  of  each 
cadet  in  his  studies,  as  well  as  of  his  conduct  in 
general,  (an  abstract  of  which  is  regularly  for- 
warded to  the  department  of  war,  and  from  thence 
sent  to  the  parent  or  guardian  of  each  cadet),  has 
been  attended  with  the  most  beneficial  results. 
The  knowledge  of  the  tact  that  the  recoids  of  his 
progress  in  study  and  moral  conduct  are  open  to 
the  Inspection  of  his  parents  and  the  community, 
and  may  effect  his  promotion  in  the  army  and 
standing  in  society,  cannot  fail  to  have  a proper 
influence  on  the  cadet,  discouraging  him  from  idle- 
ness and  inattention,  and  stimulating  him  to  indus- 
try and  good  conduct.  From  a careful  inspection 
of  the  merit  rolls,  we  are  satisfied  that  this  part  ot 
the  discipline  has  been  carefully  attended  to,  and 
enforced  with  judgment  and  impartiality. 

We  find  the  hospital  not  only  eligibly  situated, 
but  commodiously  arranged,  and  quite  sufficient 
for  the  wants  of  the  station.  Plvery  thing  apper- 
taining to  this  department  is  in  excellent  order,  and 
gives  clear  indications  to  us  that  the  comfort  of 
those  who  become  its  inmates  is  properly  attended 
to.  Some  inconsiderable  improvements,  in  regard 
to  the  interior  of  the  building,  have  been  suggested 
to  us  by  the  surgeon,  which  meet  with  our  appro- 
val, and  we  presume  will  be  adopted  when  made 
known  to  the  war  department. 


We  have  performed  the  duty,  particularly  re- 
quired of  us  by  one  of  the  regulations,  “of  examin- 
ing into  the  state  of  the  police  and  discipline”  of 
the  institution,  and  are  satisfied  that  they  are  both 
maintained  in  a creditable  manner.  The  positive 
rules  which  have  been  prescribed  are  vigilantly  en- 
forced; and  whene,  by  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
something  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  officers,  it 
has  been  cautiously  and  judiciously  exercised. 

Tne  practical  displays  of  infantry  tactics  by  the 
cadets,  as  an  organized  battalion  of  infantry,  fully 
correspond  to  the  thorough  theoretical  knowledge 
exhibited  on  their  examination.  The  cadets  are 
also  exercised  in  the  practical  duties  of  artillerists, 
which  were  skilfully  performed;  but  some  of  the 
favorable  circumstances  essential  to  the  acquisition 
of  the  more  complicated  and  various  practical  at- 
tainments, appertaining  to  this  description  of  mili- 
tary force,  are  wanting,  by  reason  whereof  they  are 
less  accomplished,  in  some  respects,  as  artillerists, 
than  as  infantry  soldiers. 

Peculiar  circumstances  have  hitherto  existed, 
and,  we  fear,  will  continue  to  exist,  which  present 
obstacles  to  our  improvement  in  artillery  to  the  ex- 
tent that  is  to  be  desired.  In  Europe,  this  arm  of 
the  national  force  has  received  the  greatest  atten- 
tion, and  the  most  vigorous  efforts  have  been  made 
to  improve  its  efficiency.  We  think  it  highly  im- 
portant that  tlie  particular  notice  of  the  government 
should  be  directed  to  this  subject,  to  the  end  that 
tile  artillery  may,  if  practicable,  be  placed  on  abet- 
ter footing.  Our  army  is  so  disproportioned  to  the 
extent  of  the  line  of  defence  to  be  guarded,  that  the 
regiments  of  artillery  are  called  away  by  the  pub- 
lic exigences  from  their  appropriate  duties  as  artil- 
lery corps,  to  aid  the  infantry  and  dragoons  in  the 
'police  and  protection  of  our  extensive  frontiers. 
The  fortifications  on  the  coasts  are,  consequently, 
left,  as  they  came  from  the  hands  of  the  engineers, 
comparatively  unmanned  and  unarmed.  The  artil- 
lery soldier,  who  requires  constant  experience,  has 
an  opportunity  to  learn,  at  most,  but  the  manual  of 
the  piece,  and  such  simple  rudiments  of  duty  as 
may  be  acquired  in  a short  period.  The  artillery 
officer  has  but  little  opportunity  of  gaining  experi- 
ence, and  still  less  of  adding  to  his  stock  of  theo- 
retical information.  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
is  thought  that  the  means  of  instruction  in  artillery, 
at  this  academy,  should  be  as  ample  as  the  nature 
of  the  institution  will  permit.  In  tile  course  of  the 
first  three  years,  the  cadets  are  instructed,  about 
three  months  in  each,  in  the  manuel  of  the  piece, 
and  in  the  manoeuvres  of  a field  battery.  During 
the  encampment  of  the  fourth  year,  they  attend  re- 
citations in  artillery  tactics,  and  pyrotechny;  go 
through  a course  of  target  practice  with  guns,  ho- 
witzers, and  mortars;  and  a course  of  practical  in- 
struction in  the  duties  of  the  military  laboratory. 
At  tlie  same  time,  they  act  as  officers  in  the  ma- 
noeuvres of  the  field  battery.  After  the  encampment 
of  the  fourth  year,  three  months  are  devoted  to  the 
study  of  ballistics,  and  the  general  subjects  relating 
to  artillery. 

A new'  text  book,  we  are  informed,  has  been  re- 
cently adopted,  which,  with  the  notes  of  the  pre- 
sent instructor  on  the  manufacture  of  cannon,  pro- 
jectiles, gunpowder,  &c.  it  is  believed,  will  lead 
to  improvement  in  this  branch  of  instruction. 

We  are  also  informed  that  an  arrangement  has 
been  made  for  a supply  of  horses  required  for  a 
field  battery,  which  will  render  the  exercises  with 
field  pieces  more  perfect. 

The  instructor  of  the  artillery  department  is 
taken  from  the  line  of  the  army,  and  stationed  tem- 
porarily at  the  academy.  This  situation  is  not,  we 
understand,  peculiarly  desirable  to  an  officer  of  the 
line,  and  while  held  by  him  precludes  him  from 
staff'  appointments,  which  are  generally  attended 
with  increased  rank  and  emolument. — These  cir- 
cumstances would  seem  to  indicate  the  propriety 
of  instituting  a regular  and  permanent  professorship 
for  this  important,  it  not  the  most  important,  branch 
of  the  military  art.  The  practice  and  policy  of 
other  countries,  particularly  England  and  France, 
where  the  greatest  pains  are  taken  to  improve  the 
artillery,  conform  to  the  suggestion  we  have  made 
on  this  point.  In  addition  to  the  instruction  given 
in  artillery  at  this  institution,  the  schools  in  those 
countries  pursue  a practical  course,  occupying 
about  two  years,  during  which  ever}'  thing  is  taught 
relative  to  the  preparation  and  application  ot  the 
materials  of  war,  and  to  the  use  of  every  kind  of 
ordnance  and  military  machine  required  in  con- 
structing, defending  and  attacking  fortifications. 
The  object  of  this  practical  course  is  to  render  the 
officer  and  soldier  quite  familiar  with  the  duties 
they  may  be  called  on  to  perform  in  all  conceivable 
emergencies. 

To  supply,  in  some  degree,  the  deficiencies  ne- 
cessarily resulting  from  the  want  of  such  a practi- 


cal course,  a collection  of  models  of  the  various 
kinds  of  cannor.,  projectiles,  gun-carriages,  military 
implements  and  machines,  which  might  be  obtained 
without  much  expense,  would  be  of  essential  ser- 
vice. They  might  be  U3ed  in  the  lecture  room, 
and  so  explained,  even  in  the  absence  of  practice, 
as  to  leave  a lasting  impression  on  the  mind. 

The  department  which,  in  the  official  “ register” 
of  the  institution,  comprehends  geography,  history 
and  ethics,  is  under  the  care  of  a professor  and  an 
assistant  professor;  the  former  being  also  the  chap- 
lain of  the  academy;  and  the  latter  an  artillery  offi- 
cer, selected  from  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
These  professors  also  instruct  in  constitutional  and 
international  law,  and  in  rhetoric  and  English 
grammar. 

The  proficiency  of  the  cadets  in  this  department 
was  of  unequal  characterin  all  the  different  branches 
belonging  to  it;  but,  as  a general  remark,  it  may  be 
stated  that  their  acquisitions  have  been  as  exten- 
sive as  could  be  expected  during  the  short  portions 
of  time  which  they  have  been  enabled  to  devote  to 
these  various  branches  of  knowledge,  some  of 
which,  (constitutional  and  international  law),  have 
been  but  recently  introduced  into  the  course  of 
study.  We  feel  obliged  to  add,  however,  that  no 
examination  was  had  in  history,  no  instruction  hav- 
ing yet  been  specifically  given  in  that  study:  the 
whole  time  of  the  cadets  having  hitherto  been  other- 
wise occupied. 

Connected  with  some  of  the  subjects  assigned  to 
this  department,  we  cannot  omit  to  state,  emphati- 
cally, that  it  has  not  yet  been  found  practicable  to 
give  any  instruction  expressly  in  English,  composi- 
tion; a deficiency  which,  in  our  opinion,  most  ur- 
gently calls  for  a remedy.  The  education  of  young 
men  who  are  destined  to  serve  in  the  capacity  of 
officers,  cannot  be  deemed  complete  without  an  ex- 
act knowlege  of  their  own  language,  and  this  is  to 
be  acquired  only  by  the  practice  of  composition. 

In  Ihe  department  of  the  French  language,  the 
cadets  attend  recitations  of  an  hour  daily,  five  days 
in  the  week,  during  the  first  year  ot  their  connex- 
ion with  the  academy;  and,  in  the  next  year,  three 
davs  in  each  week.  In  the  higher  classes  of  the 
last  two  years,  the  language  is  not  taught,  but  the 
instruction  received  by  the  cadets  during  the  pre- 
ceding two  years,  together  with  their  private  read- 
ing, and  the  constant  use  of,  and  frequent  reference 
to,  French  books,  in  their  daily  studies,  have  a ten- 
dency to  preserve  a sufficient  knowledge  of,  and 
familiarity  with,  tlie  language;  but  they  have  not 
the  requisite  facilities  of  learning  to  converse  with 
ease  and  fluency  in  it. 

A knowledge  of  the  principles  and  skill  in  the 
art  of  drawing,  is  an  acquisition  important  in  its 
relation  to  every  branch  of  science,  and  especially 
those  connected  with  the  duties  of  an  officer  of  the 
army.  In  this  department  some  improvements 
have  been  marie  within  the  last  year,  which  appear 
to  be  judicious,  and  cannot  tail  to  be  highly  advan- 
tageous to  the  students.  Instruction  is  given  in 
drawing  during  the  second  and  third  years  of  (he 
academic  course.  The  cadets  acquire  a knowledge 
of  the  elements  of  this  science,  and  attend,  succes- 
sively, to  the  delineations  of  the  tinman  figure,  to 
landscapes,  with  the  pencil  and  India  ink,  to  topo- 
graphy; arid,  finally,  they  acquire  a knowledge  of 
tight,  shade  and  coloring. 

The  room  at  present  appropriated  to  the  instruc- 
tions in  drawing,  possesses  many  advantages  over 
the  one  formerly  used  for  tlie  purpose,  in  regard  to 
size,  the  distribution  of  light,  and  other  conve- 
niences. 

We  were  much  gratified  in  perceiving  that  a 
commodious  room,  75  by  22  feet,  is  now  fitting  up 
for  the  exhibition  of  drawings  and  painting  ot  those 
caitets  who  tiave  distinguished  themselves  in  this 
department;  and  that  excellent  illustrations  of  light, 
shade  and  coloring,  are  prepared  to  be  placed  in 
the  pannels  of  this  room  for  the  instruction  of  the 
student.  The  latter  is  the  result  of  the  laudable  in- 
dustry of  the  present  professor,  executed  during 
his  leisure  hours. 

The  examinations  upon  mathematics  were  tho- 
rough and  impartial.  They  gave  the  most  con- 
vincing proof  of  the  diligence  and  application  of 
the  cadets,  and  exhibited  an  accurate  and  minute 
acquaintance  with  the  different  brances  of  mathe- 
matical science.  In  the  oft-repeated  charge  that 
more  time  than  is  requisite  is  devoted  to  the  study 
of  mathematics,  we  cannot  concur.  The  course, 
when  compared  with  that  in  other  institutions  of 
our  country,  it  is  true,  is  more  comprehensive  and 
thorough;  but,  mathematics  being  the  basis  upon 
which  military  education  must  be  founded,  the 
couise  here  is  sufficiently  limited,  and  could  not  be 
shortened  without  (ailing,  to  a certain  extent,  in 
obtaining  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  establish- 
ment of  this  institution.  In  truth,  it  is  so  inter- 
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woven  with  the  whole  course  of  studies,  that  it 
could  not  be  altered  without  a change  in  almost 
every  other  department. 

lu  natural  philosophy  and  astronomy  the  cadets 
performed  the  demonstrations  with  facility,  and  re- 
sponded to  the  questions  proposed  with  great  accu- 
racy. It  was  very  evident  that  analysis  had  not 
been  pursued  ns  an  ingenious  speculation  of  ab- 
stractions, but  as  revealing  the  laws  that  govern  the 
phenomena  of  nature,  and  as  confirming  their  truth. 

In  this  department,  the  only  change,  within  the 
last  year,  has  been  the  introduction  of  a new  work 
upon  optics,  prepared  by  the  professor  of  natural 
plulosophy.  This  wotk  is  more  in  unison  with  the 
other  parts  of  the  course  than  the  one  previously 
used;  and  the  accurate  knowledge  and  familiar  ac- 
quaintance of  the  cadets  with  all  the  laws  and  pro- 
perties of  light,  were  the  strongest  recommenda- 
tions of  its  utility,  and  its  admirable  adaptation  to 
the  ends  for  which  it  had  been  introduced. 

During  the  last  year,  the  philosophical  apparatus 
ha3  been  removed  from  the  hotels,  where  it  had 
been  temporarily  placed,  to  a room  in  the  new 
building, and  neatly  arranged.  This  room  is,  how- 
ever, in  many  respects,  unsuited  for  it;  and  it  is 
proposed  to  remove  it,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  a 
building  now  in  the  course  of  construction,  in 
which  better  facilities  will  be  afforded  for  the  study 
of  practical  astronomy.  The  additions  made  to  the 
apparatus,  during  the  last  year,  have  been  such  as 
have  been  demanded  by  the  onward  progress  of 
science.  They  are  valuable,  and  have  placed  at 
the  command  of  the  professor  more  effectual  means 
for  thorough  instruction  in  this  department.  We 
would  recommend  that  every  facility  should  be  af- 
forded for  instruction  iu  practical  astronomy,  a 
branch  of  knowledge  of  essential  importance  and 
value  to  the  civil  engineer;  and,  the  more  certainly 
to  secure  this  object,  we  would  also  suggest  that 
there  should  be  added  a large  transit  instrument,  a 
mural  circle,  and  an  equatorial  stand  for  the  large 
tele.-cope  at  present  belonging  to  the  collection  of 
astronomical  instruments. 

Tile  department  of  chemistry,  mineralogy  and 
geology,  has,  within  the  last  year  been  placed  upon 
a proper  basis,  by  the  creation  of  a distinct  profes- 
sorship of  these  branches. 

The  apparatus  in  this  department  is  in  good  con- 
dition, but  scarcely  commensurate  in  extent  with 
the  demands  of  a science,  the  rapidity  of  whose 
growth  is  unprecedented,  and  whose  continued 
progress  calls  constantly  for  new  instruments  of  il- 
lustration and  research. 

In  connection  with  this  department,  we  cannot 
forbear  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  government  to 
the  importance  of  more  ample  provision  for  the  pur- 
suit of  the  sciences  of  geology  and  mineralogy — sci- 
ences now  deemed  indispensable  to  a proper  know- 
ledge of  the  numberless  materials  which  nature  has 
destined  to  be  subjected  to  tile  practical  operations 
of  the  military  and  civil  engineer,  and  which,  with 
some  preparatory  study  at  the  academy,  might  be 
successfully  pursued  by  military  officers  during 
those  intervals  of  leisure  which  are  generally  to  be 
found  when  an  army  is  not  engaged  in  the  active 
duties  of  war.  It  is  a well  known  fact  that  in  Eu- 
rope, particularly  in  England,  the  extensive  cabi- 
nets oi'geology  have  been  enriched,  and  the  progress 
of  the  natural  sciences  has  been  essentially  aided, 
by  the  invaluable  contributions  which  have  been 
made  from  all  parts  of  the  globe  by  well  educated 
officers  of  the  army.  In  our  own  country,  the  in- 
calculable importance  of  geological  science  has 
been  loudly  proclaimed  by  the  public  voice,  in 
the  numerous  geological  surveys  which  have  been 
ordered  by  the  legislatures  of  various  states  in  the 
union;  and  the  scientific  knowledge  which  intelli- 
gent officers  might  obtain  by  means  of  a geological 
cabinet,  embracing  a full  suite  ol  European  as  well 
as  American  specimens,  would  enable  them  to 
render  essential  service  to  their  country,  not  only 
by  the  direct  practical  results  of  science,  but  by 
the  no  less  important  advantage  of  establishing  a 
solid  and  lasting  national  reputation. 

Among  the  direct  and  incidental  advantages  of 
this  institution,  is  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  on  the 
subject  of  engineering.  Its  connection  with  the 
art  of  war,  causes  it  to  be  justly  regarded  not  only 
as  an  important,  but  a necessary  object  of  attention, 
and  we  were  highly  gratified  to  pereive  that  it  here 
receives  due  consideration.  The  examinations  in 
this  blanch  ofinstruction  reflected  much  credit  upon 
the  cadets.  Its  direct  utility,  in  a military  point  of 
view,  is  too  obvious  for  remark.  In  constructing 
forlifications  and  fortified  camps,  and  in  improving 
harbors  upon  the  sea  coasts  and  the  shores  of  our 
extensive  lakes  and  rivers,  for  the  benefit  of  inter- 
nal and  external  commerce,  the  government  has 
had,  and  will  continue  to  have,  occasion  to  employ 
a large  number  of  skilful  engineers;  and  its  main 
reliance,  in  this  respect,  has  been  upon  the  gradu- 


ates in  this  institution.  The  successful  progress 
of  the  extensive  works  of  internal  improvements, 
in  almost  every  section  of  the  United  States,  un- 
dertaken not  only  by  the  several  states,  but  by  com- 
panies and  individuals,  is,  in  no  inconsiderable  de- 
gree to  be  ascribed  to  the  knowledge  of  engineer- 
ing which  has  emanated  from  this  source.  The  pro- 
ficiency of  the  cadets  in  this  department  of  science 
is,  we  think,  equal  to  the  highest  expectations  of 
the  country;  and  the  dissemination  of  practical 
and  scientific  information  on  this  subject,  by  means 
of  the  graduates  of  this  academy,  will  continue  to 
be,  as  it  has  been,  of  incalculable  advantage  to  the 
great  cause  of  internal  improvement. 

The  library  of  the  academy,  which  now  contains 
between  eight  and  ten  thousand  volumes,  is  a high- 
ly valuable  collection,  particularly  in  those  depart- 
ments which  relate  to  military  science  and  the 
branches  of  knowledge  immediately  subsidarv  to 
that  science.  It  is  most  complete  in  works  on 
the  military,  mathematical  and  physical  sciences, 
and  in  maps.  The  deficiencies  are  most  conspicu- 
ous in  works  usually  classed  under  the  general 
head  of  literature,  in  contradistinction  to  science; 
arid  among  these  works  it  would  be  desirable  that 
it  should  be  supplied  with  a body  of  history,  embrac- 
ing the  best  translations  of  the  ancient  Greek  and 
Roman  histories  and  works  of  authority  on  the  an- 
tiquities of  different  nations,  but  especially  with  a 
complete  collection  of  the  works  of  authority  rela- 
tive to  American  history. 

We  have  ilirected  our  attention  particularly  to 
the  fiscal  concerns  of  this  institution.  The  dis- 
bursements of  the  annual  appropriations  for  this 
service  are  made  by  tile  quartermaster,  under  the 
authority,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  su- 
perintendent. An  examination  of  the  books  and 
accounts  of  this  department  has  satisfied  us  that 
its  duties  have  been  strictly  and  faithfully  per- 
formed. 

The  annexed  statement,  A,  exhibits  a balance  of 
$53,227  24  remaining  of  the  appropriation  for 
1838,  unexpended  on  the  first  of  January  last.  In 
addition  thereto  $49,497  09  were  appropriated 
for  the  year  1839.  These  two  sums  making 
$102,754  33,  constitute  the  available  funds  on  hand 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  and  are 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  current  expenses 
of  this  institution  for  1839.  It  is  further  seen, 
from  the  statement  and  paper  B,  that  of  the  latter 
sum,  there  were  expended  during  the  first  quarter 
ending  31st  of  March,  1839,  9,481  34,  and  from  the 
last  mentioned  period  to  the  31st  May,  the  further 
sum  of  $14,365  11  has  been  disbursed. 

By  reference  to  documents  A,  B,  and  C,  accom- 
panying this  report,  it  will  be  discovered  that  of 
the  sum  of  $102,75-1  33  on  hand,  and  appropriated 
for  1839,  about  the  sum  of  $81,000  is  specially  ap- 
plicable to  the  erection  of  buildings  and  additions 
to  the  several  departments  connected  with  the 
military  academy,  and  constitutes  no  part  of  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  institution.  When  these 
buildings  and  additions  (some  of  which  are  now  in 
progress)  shall  have  been  completed,  the  annual 
appropriations  will  be  greatly  diminished.  To  a 
statement  made  by  the  superintendent,  subjoined 
to  paper  A,  we  would  refer  as  part  of  this  report. 

The  sum  annually  required  for  the  support  of 
the  military  academy,  is  estimated  by  the  super- 
intendent, exclusive  of  the  pay  of  officers  and  ca- 
dets, amounts  to  about  $22,000. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  we  have  under 
consideration,  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  pay- 
master’s department,  which  appears  to  have  been 
ably,  accurately  and  neately  kept.  It  is  here  the 
accounts  of  the  cadets  are  audited.  Every  atten- 
tion necessary  for  the  protection  of  their  interests ' 
seems  to  have  been  bestowed  in  this  department. 
Every  article  necessary  to  their  comfort  and  con- 
venience is  furnished  at  the  public  store,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  superintendent;  the  price  of 
every  article  is  regulated  and  fixed  by  the  “board 
of  inspectors,”  arid,  when  delivered,  is  charged  to 
each  cadet,  who  is  required  to  keep  an  account  of 
his  own  expenses.  By  this  system  t he  rights  of 
the  cadets  are  protected;  frauds  and  impositions 
prevented;  a wholesome  restraint  upon  extrava- 
gance is  imposed,  and  the  principles  of  economy 
enforced. 

We  have,  so  far,  but  incidentally  alluded  to  in- 
dividuals officially  attached  to  the  establishment, 
as  the  subject  required  a reference  to  them. 

The  multifarious,  responsible  and  highly  import- 
ant duties  of  the  superintendent  of  the  academy, 
require  a superior  ordgr  of  qualifications  in  the  in- 
dividual selected  for  this  distinguished  station. — 
The  comprehensive  views,  the  active  energj',  the 
inflexible  determination,  tile  rigid  and  unbending 
impartiality,  blended  with  a due  share  of  paternal 
solicitude — all  which  are  indispensable  to  the  full 
and  adequate  discharge  of  this  elevated  trust — are, 


in  our  judgment,  conspicuous  in  the  character  and 
conduct  of  the  present  commandant  of  the  post. 

The  distinguished  ability,  eminent  acquirements, 
persevering  industry,  and  laudable  zeal  ol  I lie  pro- 
fessors and  instructors,  in  all  the  departments, 
have  been  brought  in  the  strongest  manner  to 
our  observation  while  in  the  performance  of  our 
duly  as  official  visiters;  and  we  are  gratified  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  bearing  our  testimony  to 
reputations  so  well  deserved  and  so  honorably  ac- 
quired. Under  the  best  system  of  instruction,  the 
surest  reliance  of  the  country  is  on  the  qualifica- 
tions and  fidelity  of  those  by  whom  it  is  admister- 
ed.  Here  no  pupil  is  permitted  to  continue  in  a 
class  who  cannot  reach  a certain  standard,  and  no 
compromise  is  allowed  between  the  salutary  re- 
sults of  the  utmost  exertion  of  which  each  cadet  is 
capable,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  retiring  from 
the  institution. 

All  of  which  is  respeclfully  submitted  by  your 
obedient  servants, 

Wm.  Hendricks,  president,  Madison,  In. 

Wm.  H Ellet,  secretary,  Columbia,  S.  C. 

Grenville  Temple  Wimthrop,  Boston,  Mass. 

John  Pickering,  Boston,  Mass. 

John  McKeon,  New  York,  city. 

W.  L.  Marcy,  New  York. 

Bynum  Green,  Sodus,  N.  Y. 

R.  C.  Grier,  Pittsburgh,  Penn. 

Wm.  R.  Dewitt,  Harrisburgh,  Penn. 

T.  M.  Petit,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

Ci-ias.  Magill,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Johnson  Reynolds,  Lewisburg,  Va. 

John  Bachman,  Charleston,  S.  C.' 

Chas  M.  Reese,  Athens,  Ga. 

Joseph  J.  Bulloch,  Frankfort,  Ky. 

Arm.  Litton,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

J.  W.  A.  Sanford,  Milledgeville,  Ga. 

Chas.  C.  Mills,  Irwinton,  Ala. 

B.  M.  Atherton,  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

J.  R.  Fenwick,  brig.  gen.  U.  S.  army. 

OFFICIAL. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  NO.  38. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army , adjutant  general’s  office, 
IVashmgton , July  3,  1839. 

1.  Promotions  and  appointments  in  the  army  of 
tile  United  States,  since  the  publication  of  the  of- 
ficial Army  Register,  in  February  1839,  and  '•ge- 
neral orders,”  No.  15,  of  February  13. 

General  staff. 

First  lieutenant  James  H.  Prentiss,  1st  artillery, 
to  be  assistant  adjutant  general,  with  the  brevet 
rank  of  captain  of  cavalry,  24th  May,  1339,  vice 
Turner  resigned. 

First  lieutenant  William  S.  Ketchum,  6th  in- 
fantry, to  be  assistant  quartermaster,  with  the  rank 
of  captain,  28th  of  February,  1839,  vice  L’Engle 
resigned. 

First  lieutenant  James  H.  Stokes,  1st  artillery, 
to  bs  assistant  quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of 
captain,  21st  May,  1839,  vice  Washington  resign- 
ed. 

Zina  Pitcher,  late  surgeon,  to  be  assistant  sur- 
geon, 2d  February,  1839. 

Erastus  B.  Wolcott,  late  assistant  surgeon,  to  be 
assistant  surgeon,  12tli  June,  1S39. 

James  W.  Russell,  of  New  York,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon,  22d  June,  1839. 

Henry  H.  Steiner,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  as- 
sistant surgeon,  22d  June,  1839. 

John  C.  Glen,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  assistant 
surgeon,  22d  June,  1839. 

Henry  E.  Cruttenden,  of  New  York,  to  be  as- 
sistant surgeon,  22d  June,  1839. 

Corps  of  engineers. 

First  lieutenant  Charles  H.  Bigelow,  to  be  cap- 
tain, 16th  June,  1839,  vice  Eliason,  deceased. 

Second  lieutenant  P.  G.  T.  Beauregaid,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  16th  June,  1S39,  vice  Bigelow,  promot- 
ed . 

Rank. 

1.  Cadet  Isaac  J.  Stevens,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1S39. 

2.  Cadet  Robert  Q.  Butler,  (o  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839. 

3.  Cadet  Henry  AY.  Halleck,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1S39. 

4.  Cadet  Jeremy  F.  Gilmer,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839. 

5.  Cadet  Henry  L.  Smith,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839. 

Corps  of  topograghical  engineers. 

7.  Cadet  George  Thom,  to  be  brevent  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1839. 

Ordnance  department. 

8.  Cadet  Franklin  D.  Callender,  to  be  brevet  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1839. 

First  regiment  of  dragoons. 

26.  Cadet  Charles  Wickliife,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839. 
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28.  Cadet  Edgar  B.  Gaither,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839. 

Second  regiment  of  dragoons. 

27.  Cadet  Thomas  Hunton,  to  2d  lieutenant,  1st 
July,  1839. 

31.  Cadet  John  H.  Hill,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st 
July,  1839. 

First  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  lieutenant  Win.  H.  Fowler,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  1st  May,  1839,  vice  Hale,  deceased. 

Second  lieutenant  Isaac  S.  K.  Reeves,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  21st  June,  1839,  vice  Betts,  resigned. 

6.  Cadet  Michael  S.  Culbertson,  to  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  J uly , 1839. 

10.  Cadet  Joseph  A.  Haskin,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839. 

11.  Cadet  Henry  D.  Grafton,  to  be  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  J uly,  1839. 

13.  Cadet  Alexander  R.  Lawton,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1839. 

16.  Cadet  James  B.  Ricketts,  to  be  2i  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  J uly,  1839. 

21.  Cadet  Win.  S.  Smith,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839. 

22.  Cadet  S.  K.  Dawson,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839. 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

Second  lieutenant  John  Sedgwick,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  19th  April,  1339,  vice  Conklin,  de- 
ceased. 

Second  lieutenant  William  Armstrong,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  1st  June,  1839,  vice  Morgan,  resigned. 

15.  Cadet  Lucius  H.  Allen,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
IstJuly,  1839. 

19.  Cadet  Henry  J.  Hunt,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839. 

23.  Cadet  Augustus  A.  Gibson,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1839. 

Tail'd  regiment  of  artilley. 

First  lieutenant  Martin  Burk,  to  be  captain  1st 
December,  1333,  vice  L’Engle  resigned. 

Second  lieutenant  James  M.  Ketctvum,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  1st  December,  1838,  vice  Buik  pro- 
moted. 

Second  lieutenant  William  H.  Shover,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  1st  March,  1839,  vice  Casey  resigned. 

9.  Cadet  Henry  S.  Burton,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1339. 

12.  Cadet  James  L.  Rankin,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  J uly,  1339. 

14.  Cadet  Henry  B.  Judd,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839. 

17.  Cadet  Edward  O.  C.  Ord,  to  be  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1339. 

18.  Cadet  Joseph  B.  Boyd,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839. 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

20.  Cadet  William  Irvin,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
lsr  July,  1339. 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 

1st  lieutenant  J.  R.  B.  Gardenier,  to  be  be  cap- 
tain, 11th  June,  1839,  vice  Mitchell  deceased. 

2d  lieutenant  John  H.  King,  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 2d  March,  1339,  vice  Stuart  resigned. 

21  lieutenant  Robert  S.  Gianger,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
ten  mt,  14th  March,  1839,  vice  Bennett  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  Alexander  W.  Reynolds,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  11th  June,  1839,  vice  Gardenier  pro- 
moted. 

2d  lieutenant  F.  S.  Mumlbrd,  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 11th  June,  1839,  vice  McAlister  resigned. 

21.  Cadet  Eleazer  Paine,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st 
July,  1339. 

25.  Cadet  Garrett  Berry,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st 
July,  1839. 

29.  Cadet  William  H.  Korn,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839. 

George  W.  Wallace,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  J uly,  1839. 

Alexander  Waugh,  of  Virginia,  to  be  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  J uly,  1839. 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

1st  lieutenant,  Amos  B.  Eaton,  to  be  captain,  1st 
March,  1339,  vice  Russel  killed. 

1st  lieutenant  Silas  Casey,  to  be  captain,  1st  Jul}', 
1339,  vice  Bradley  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  M.  R.  Patrick,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
1st  March,  1839,  vice  Ealon  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  William  Alburtis,  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1839,  vice  Casey  promoted. 

30.  cadet  Edward  R.  S.  Canby,  to  be  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1339. 

J.  W.  Martin,  of  Virginia,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st 
July,  1839. 

Third  regiment  of  infantry, 

1st  lieutenant  E.  B.  Babbitt,  to  be  captain,  1st 
July,  1839,  vice  Nelson  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant, Wilmot  Martin,  to  be  Istl  ieutenant, 
1st  July,  1839,  vice  Babbitt  promoted. 

Vernon  H.  Lindenberger,  of  Louisiana,  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1839. 


Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Theo.  JI.  Porter,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
.tenant,  1st  July,  1839. 

Sidney  Smith,  of  Virginia,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st 
July,  1839. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Major  lames  S.  McIntosh,  of  the  7th  infantry,  to 
be  lieutenant  colonel,  1st  July,  1839,  vice  Burbank 
resigned. 

1st  lieutenant,  Robert  E.  Clary,  to  be  captain,  3d 
April,  1839,  vice  Lacy  deceased. 

2d  lieutenant  William  Root,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
3d  April,  1839,  vice  Clary  promoted. 

Robert  L.  Brooke,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1839. 

Henry  Little,  of  Maryland,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st 
July  1839. 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Edmund  H Brooke,  of  Maryland,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1839. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  Major  Joseph  S.  Nelson,  captain  of  the 
3d  infantry,  to  be  major,  1st  July,  1839,  vice  McIn- 
tosh promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  Thomas  B.  Arden,  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  June,  1839,  vice  Wells  resigned. 

William  B.  Greene,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  IstJuly,  1S39. 

Thomas  B.  Gannett,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  July,  1839. 

John  C.  Henshaw,  of  New  York,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  July,  1839. 

Eighth  regiment  of  infantry. 

1st  lieutenant  William  O.  Kello,  to  be  captain,  1st 
May,  1S39,  vice  Denny  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant,  John  T.  Sprague  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  May,  1839,  vice  Kello,  promoted. 

Ttie  2d  lieutenants  appointed  from  civil  life  will 
take  rank  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  Theo.  H.  Porter.  4th  infantry. 

2.  W.  B Greene,  7th  infantry. 

3.  Robert  L.  Brooke,  5th  infantry. 

4.  George  W.  Wallace,  1st  infantry. 

5.  Vernon  H.  Lindenberger,  3d  infantry. 

6.  Thomas  B.  Gannett,  7th  infantry. 

7.  Edmund  II.  Brooke,  6th  infantry. 

8.  Sidney  Smith,  4th  infantry. 

9.  Henry  Little,  5th  infantry. 

10.  J.  W.  Martin,  2d  infantry. 

11.  John  C.  Henshaw,  7th  infantry. 

12.  Alexander  Waugh,  1st  infantry. 

Dates  of  commissions  changed  by  and  with  the  advice 

and  consent  of  the  senate. 

Major  Rufus  L.  Baker,  of  the  ordnance,  to  rank 
from  6th  July,  1838,  instead  of  the  7th. 

Major  Mann  Page  Lomax,  of  the  ordnance,  to 
rank  from  7th  July.  1838,  instead  of  the  9th. 

Major  James  W.  Ripley,  of  the  ordnance,  to 
rank  from  the  7th  July,  1838,  instead  of  the  9th. 

II — CASUALTIES.  (26.) 

Resignations.  (17.) 

Lieutenant  colonel.  (1.)  Sullivan  Burbank,  5th 
infantry,  30th  June,  1839. 

Captains.  (5.)  Henry  S.  Turner,  as  assist,  adj. 
gen.  16th  April,  1839. 

John  M.  Washington,  as  assist,  quartermaster, 
Uth  April  1839. 

David  Perkins,  1st  dragoons,  2d  Feb.  18.39. 

John  Bradley,  2d  infantry,  30th  June,  1S39. 

St.  Clair  Denny,  8th  infantry,  30th  April,  1839. 

1st  Lieutenants.  (8.)  Benjamin  S.  Robert3,  1st 
dragoons,  28th  January,  1839. 

Win.  H.  Betts,  1st  artillery,  20th  June,  1839. 

Edwin  W.  Morgan  2d  artillery,  31st  May,  1839. 

Thomas  Casey,  3d  artillery,  28th  Feb.  1839. 

Richard  Bennet,  1st  infantry,  13th  March,  1339. 

James  McAlister,  1st  infantry,  J 0th  June,  1S39. 

Alexander  H.  Stuart,  1st  infantry,  1st  March, 
1839. 

James  M.  Wells,  7th  infantry,  31st  May,  1839. 

2d  Lieutenant  (1.)  Thomas  W.  Thompson.  2d 
dragoons,  30th  April,  1839. 

Assistant  surgeons.  (2.)  Benjamin  F.  Fellows, 
30th  May,  1839. 

E.  B.  Wolcott,  15th  April,  1339. 

Deaths.  (9.)  Captain  William  A.  Eliason,  corps 
of  engineers,  at  Alexandria,  D.  C.  15th  June,  1839. 

♦Captain  Samuel  1,.  Russel,  2d  infantry,  near 
Fort  D.  Dallas,  Florida,  23th  February,  1839. 

Captain  Enos  G.  Mitchell,  1st  infantry,  at  Fort 
Roger  Jones,  Florida,  10th  June,  1839. 

Captain  Edgar  M.  Lacy,  5th  infantry,  at  Fort 
Crawford,  W.  T.  2d  April,  1839. 

First  lieutenant  David  E.  Hale,  1st  artillery,  at 
Plaltsburg,  N . Y.  30th  April,  1839. 

First  lieutenant  Barnebas  Corikling,  2d  artillery, 
at  Fort  Niagara,  N.  Y.  18th  April,  1839. 

’'Killed  in  Florida  by  the  Indians. 


*2d  lieutenant  William  Hnrlbert,  6th  infantry,  at 
14  mile  Creek  Florida,  2d  May,  1839. 

2d  lieutenant  William  W.  Pew,  1st  infantry,  at 
fort  Roger  Jones,  Florida,  12th  June,  1839. 

Assistant  surgeon  John  A.  Breieton,  at  Charles- 
town, Massachusetts,  22d  April,  1839. 

III.  The  officers  promoted  and  appointed  will 
report  according  to  their  promotions  and  appoint- 
ments, and  join  in  their  proper  stations,  regiments, 
or  companies,  without  delay;  those  on  detached 
service,  or  acting  under  special  orders  and  instruc- 
tions, will  report  by  letter  to  their  repective  colo- 
nels. 

The  cadets  above  promoted  will  immediately  re- 
port by  letter  to  their  respective  colonels,  who  will 
assign  them  to  companies  and  stations,  and  on  the 
30th  September,  they  will  join  according  to  such 
assignment,  and  report  for  duty  agreeably  to  regu- 
lations. 

IV.  Acceptance  or  non-acceptance  of  all  ap- 
pointments, as  well  as  the  birth  place  of  persons  ap- 
pointed, will  be  promptly  reported  by  the  adjutant 
general  of  the  army. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb. 

S.  THOMAS,  assist,  adj.  gen. 


THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 

From  the  Ozark  (Mo.)  Standard. 

The  citizens  of  Springfield  learning  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  30th  ult.  that  this  distinguished  indivi- 
dual would  be  in  town  on  the  following  morning,  im- 
mediately adopted  means  to  prepare  for  his  recep- 
tion. Notwithstanding  the  few  hours’ notice  of  his 
intended  visit,  a large  and  respectable  number  of 
our  citizens  were  soon  collected,  who  marched  out 
and  intercepted  him  about  five  miles  from  this  place. 
After  a warm  and  hearty  salutation,  the  company 
turned  and  escorted  him  to  town,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  universal  gladness. 

Prompted  by  an  anxiety  to  give  an  exhibition  of 
their  esteem  for  their  worthy,  long  tried  and  faithful 
representative,  our  citizens  immediately  resolved  to 
tender  him  a public  dinner.  Accordingly  a meet- 
ing was  called  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a com- 
mittee to  make  known  this  desire,  and  the  follow- 
ing persons  were  selected:  Messrs.  John  P.  Camp- 
bell, N.  R.  Smith,  R.  A.  James,  R.  K.  Payne,  W. 

B.  Chapman,  Tlios.  R.  Hunt,  C.  A.  tladen,  Cyrus 
Stark,  Chas.  S.  Yancey,  J.  T.  Campbell  and  E.  D. 
McKenney 

The  following  correspondence  occurred  between 
the  committee  and  col.  Benton,  a copy  of  which 
has  been  handed  to  us  for  publication. 

Springfield,  31st  May,  1S39. 

Sir:  The  citizens  ol  Springfield,  anxious  to  avail 
themselves  of  your  present  visit  to  testify  their  re- 
gard for  your  numerous  and  valuable  services, 
would,  through  the  undersigned  their  commillee, 
respectfully  tender  to  you  a public  dinner,  to  be 
given  at  such  time  as  may  suit  your  convenience. 

We  take  this  occasion  to  express  our  entire  ap- 
probation, (and  we  believe  it  to  be  the  almost  una- 
nimous sentiment  of  the  people  of  the  southwest), 
of  your  long  tried  services  in  the  council  of  the  na- 
tional legislature — of  your  firm,  consistent  and  un- 
deviating support  of  the  principles  of  democracy, 
by  adhering  lo  her  cause  when  old  friends  had  for- 
saken it,  and  when  subjects  of  tile  most  exciting  j 
character  and  pervading  interest,  convulsed  our  ! 
common  country.  They  well  recollect  that  when  j 
pretended  friends  were  deserting,  you  stood  firm  by 
the  patriotic  president,  Jackson,  during  his  admi-  | 
nisfration — an  administration  trancendently  glorious  1 
fo  himself,  as  well  as  beneficial  to  the  country. 
They  are  also  satisfied  of  your  statesmanlike  and 
patriotic  support  of  the  interests  of  the  w'est— of  i 
the  firmness  and  ability  with  which  yon  supported  i 
that  measure,  which  had  for  its  object  the  peopling 
of  the  “far  west”  and  crowning  it  with  the  culture 
of  freemen. 

With  the  hope  that  the  above  tender  will  meet 
your  approbation,  we  subscribe  ourselves  respect- 
full}'",  your  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

JOHN  P.  CAMPBELL, 

N.  R.  SMITH, 

B.  A.  JAMES, 

R.  K.  PAYNE, 

W.  B.  CHAPMAN, 

THOS.  R.  HUNT, 

CYRUS  STARK, 

C.  A.  HADEN, 

CHAS.  S.  YAIvCEY, 

T.  J.  CAMPBELL, 

E.  D.  McKENNEY. 

Hon.  Tiios.  H.  Benton. 

Springfield,  June  1,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  ac- 
knowledge  the  receipt  of  your  kind  letter  of  invita-  i 

♦Killed  in  Florida  by  the  Indians. 
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tion  to  a public  dinner,  and  to  make  rny  thanks  for 
the  flattering  terms  in  which  it  is  expressed;  but  it 
has  not  been  my  custom  to  accept  public  honors  of 
this  kind,  and  in  my  present  tour  over  the  state,  it 
ims  been  my  plan  to  travel  in  a way  to  avoid  all  po- 
litical excitement  and  paity  feeling,  and  to  see  the 
people  generally,  without  form  or  ceremony,  and 
without  regard  to  political  distinctions.  I travel  to 
see  the  people  and  the  country,  to  learn  their  wants 
and  their  wishes,  and  to  thank  them  for  their  past 
support  and  favors;  and  wish  to  promote  an  easy  in- 
tercourse with  all  that  shall  do  me  the  honor  to  make 
my  acquaintance. 

The  time  is  coming,  I think,  when  we  shall  be 
more  harmonious  than  we  have  been  for  some  years 
past,  and  when  experience  shall  prove  the  utility 
and  wisdom  of  the  great  measures  of  gen.  Jackson’s 
administration,  and  reunite  the  friends  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  support  of  a common  cause.  The  veto 
of  the  national  bank  charter,  and  the  termination  of 
that  institution,  was  a measure  which  necessarily 
divided  opinions  in  a free  country,  where  every 
citizen  was  at  liberty  to  think  for  himself;  and  the 
unprecedented  efforts  which  were  made,  to  make 
people  believe  that  there  was  not  gold  and  silver 
enough  in  the  world  to  supply  the  place  of  United 
States  bank  notes,  and  that  all  debtors  must  be 
ruined,  all  prices  fall  to  nothing,  all  property  be 
sacrified,  and  all  labor  cease  for  want  of  pay — the 
unparalleled  efforts  which  were  made  to  impress  all 
these  gloomy  apprehensions  on  the  public  mind, 
were  well  calculated  to  distract  and  alarm  the  peo- 
ple; and  for  a time  the  effort  was  such  as  to  delude 
many  good  citizens.  But  the  season  for  mistakes 
and  errors  and  division  of  opinion,  has  now  passed 
away,  and  all  must  see  that  the  day  of  the  down- 
fal  of  the  national  bank,  was  the  day  of  the  up- 
raising of  the  national  prosperity;  for,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  brief  intervals  of  artificial  distress 
and  panic,  manufactured  by  the  bank  and  its  friends, 
the  increase  of  the  public  prosperity  has  been  con- 
stant and  regular  since  that  day;  and  now  at  the 
end  of  seven  years  from  the  veto  we  all  see  that  the 
prices  of  labor,  produce  and  property  are,  on  an 
average,  about  three  times  as  great  as  they  where 
when  we  had  a national  bank,  and  a federal  admi- 
nistration to  rule  over  us.  This  is  a result  which 
every  body  can  see,  and  about  which  there  can  be 
no  dispute;  so  that  the  opinion  must  become  gene- 
ral, that  the  death  of  that  bank  was  the  birth  of 
American  prosperity. 

This  is  what  general  Jackson  and  his  friends  fore- 
saw when  they  commenced  their  opposition  to  that 
bank.  They  knew  that  that  bank,  in  addition  to 
being  a political  machine  in  the  hands  of  the  fede- 
ralists, was  also  a moneyed  engine  of  favor  to  a few 
and  oppression  to  the  many,  and  systematically 
working  to  make  the  rich  richer  and  the  poor  poor- 
er. Its  great  loans  were  confined  to  a select  few, 
and  these  few  were  the  regulators,  not  of  currency, 
but  of  prices;  they  regulated  the  prices  of  labor, 
produce  and  property;  and  they  fixed  the  price  of 
every  thing  to  suit  themselves,  and  that  was  at  about 
one-third  of  its  value.  The  breaking  down  of  the 
favoritism  and  monopoly  of  that  bank — stopping  its 
enormous  loans  to  a select  few — stopping  its  trans- 
portation of  our  specie  to  Philadelphia  and  thence 
to  Europe — with  a revival  of  the  gold  currency, 
and  the  increase  of  our  specie  from  twenty  millions 
to  about  one  hundred  millions,  these  are  the  true 
causes  of  our  present  gratifying  prosperity,  and 
every  friend  to  the  liberty  and  prosperity  of  the 
country  should  now  see  the  propriety  of  keeping 
down  a national  bank  and  keeping  up  a circulation 
of  gold  and  silver.  Nor  is  it  sufficient  to  keep 
down  a national  bank;  the  local  banks  should  also 
be  kept  in  subordination  to  the  laws.  They  should 
be  prevented  from  stopping  and  suspending  when 
they  please,  and  from  inundating  the  country  with 
small  notes,  and  post  notes,  and  other  pestiferous 
trash.  The  richest  countries  in  the  world,  such  as 
Holland,  the  Hanseatic  towns,  Cuba,  kc.  have  no 
paper  money  at  all.  France  has  none  under  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  England  has  none  under  twen- 
ty-five dollars;  and  all  these  countries,  especially 
France  and  the  three  former,  have  an  overflowing 
abundance  of  gold  and  silver — not  only  enough  lor 
all  their  own  uses,  but  to  lend  to  all  foreign  nations, 
and  that  at  the  low  rate  of  four  or  five  pe°r  cent,  per 
annum.  Missouri  can  have  as  much  gold  and  sil- 
ver as  any  of  these  countries  by  following  the  ex- 
ample. I would  myself  banish  all  paper  money 
under  one  hundred  dollars;  but  twenty  is  the  highest 
mark  to  which  the  Democratic  parly  has  yet  come; 
and  I shall  hope  to  see  the  next  legislature  of  Mis- 
souri act  up  to  that  mark,  and  save  the  state  from 
the  degradation,  loss  and  misery  of  losing  a specie 
circulation,  and  becoming  the  receptacle  of  all  the 
small  trash,  all  the  depreciated  stuff,  and  all  the 
broken  bank  notes  ot  the  surrounding  states  and 
territories.  The  present  paper  system  of  the  Unit 


ed  States  cannot  stand,  even  if  there  was  no  pecu- 
niary or  political  object  in  blowing  it  up  every  three 
or  four  years.  A thousand  banks,  issuing  small 
notes  and  post  notes,  and  doing  business  upon  each 
other’s  paper,  could  not  stand  even  if  all  hands  w'ere 
in  favor  of  saving  them;  but  this  is  not  the  case; 
many  are  in  favor  of  periodical  explosions  of  the 
banks,  both  for  pecuniary  and  political  objects,  and 
especially  to  cause  a resuscitation  of  the  national 
bank;  and  these  will  accelerate  the  event  which 
would  come  of  itself  in  a few  years;  and  thus  pe- 
riodically afflict  the  country  with  a broken  bank 
currency.  Our  state  legislature  can  save  the  state 
from  this  affliction,  and  congress  can  save  the  ge- 
neral government. 

Our  state  legislature  can  save  the  state  by  ex- 
cluding all  paper  money  under  twenty  dollars;  (1 
had  much  rather  say  under  one  hundred);  congress 
can  save  the  general  government  by  establishing; 
the  independent  treasury  system.  This  latter  mea- 
sure is  now  a permanent  object  of  the  administra- 
tion, and  is  called  lor  by  the  strongest  reasons  of 
policy  and  necessity.  Hard  money  payments  to 
and  from  the  federal  government,  and  the  keeping 
of  its  own  money  by  its  own  agents,  (which  are 
the  two  essential  features  of  the  independent  trea- 
sury), are  indispensibly  necessary  to  save  the  fe- 
deral government  from  bankruptcy  every  time  the 
local  banks  shut  up  or  blow  up;  also  to  prevent 
such  banks  from  expanding  their  currency  upon 
the  credit  of  the  federal  government;  also  to  keep 
up  a sufficient  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  in  the 
United  States  to  make  it  safe  not  to  have  any  banks 
at  all,  and  to  prevent  an  exclusive  circulation  of 
paper  money;  also  to  prevent  the  resuscitation  of  a 
national  bank.  The  democracy  of  the  union  are 
now  nearly  united  in  support  of  this  great  mea- 
sure; and,  if  not  established  soon,  the  next  explo- 
sion of  the  paper  system  will  do  the  business.  I 
look  upon  the  establishment  of  the  independent 
treasury  system  as  an  event  which,  sooner  or  later, 
must  take  place;  but  it  may  be  that  another  “sus- 
pension” must  be  added  to  tile  argument  before  it 
can  be  carried. 

You  speak  in  exalted  terms,  gentlemen,  of  the 
benefits  of  general  Jackson’s  administration;  and 
well  you  may,  for  never  has  any  country  improved 
and  advanced  as  much  in  the  same  length  of  time 
as  ours  has  done  since  his  elevation  to  the  presi- 
dency. At  home  and  abroad  prosperity  and  honor 
have  been  accumulating  upon  the  country  since 
that  day.  According  to  the  predictions  of  his  oppo- 
nents, every  species  of  evil  was  to  result  from  his 
election;  according  to  the  fuel,  every  species  of 
good  has  ensued  from  it.  According  to  these  pre- 
dictions, we  were  to  have  wars  with  all  Europe,  a 
military  tyranny  at  home,  and  the  ruin  of  all  do- 
mestic industry.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  had 
peace  with  all  the  world,  trade  with  all  nations  on 
the  bgst  of  terms,  and  compensation  made  to  our 
citizens  by  many  nations  to  the  amount  of  seven 
millions  of  dollars,  for  spoliations  committed  on 
them  under  former  presidents.  Instead  of  a mili- 
tary despotism,  established  on  the  ruins  of  a repub- 
lic, we  have  now'  the  same  constitution  that  we 
had  before;  and  we  have  it  better  understood,  better 
observed,  and  better  guaranteed  by  the  increased 
intelligence  and  vigilance  of  the  people,  and  the 
increased  responsibility  of  public  servants.  Instead 
of  the  ruin  of  domestic  industry,  we  have  more  in- 
dustry, and  a better  reward  for  labor,  than  we  ever 
had  before.  Such  were  the  predictions;  such  are 
the  facts;  and  it  will  now  belong  to  the  page  of  his- 
tory to  record  the  error  of  the  one  and  the  truth  of 
the  other,  and  to  present  the  administration  of  ge- 
neral Jackson  as  the  most  transcendently  glorious 
and  universally  beneficial  which  ever  blessed  any 
portion  of  the  human  race. 

It  is  not  possible,  within  the  limits  of  this  brief 
letter,  to  enumerate,  even  by  name,  all  the"  great 
measures  which  have  signalized  and  illustrated  the 
administration  of  general  Jackson,  and  blessed  and 
benefitted  the  country;  but  who  can  forget  the  pay- 
ment of  the  national  debt,  the  abolition  of  duties  on 
near  fifty  millions  of  imports,  ar.d  his  earnest  re- 
commendation to  congress  to  abolish  the  tax  on 
salt,  and  give  to  the  country  the  free,  cheap  and 
plentiful  use  of  that  article  of  universal  and  prime 
necessity,  without  which  neither  man  nor  beast 
can  take  his  daily  food  in  health  and  comfort? 
Who  can  forget  the  indemnities,  sent  over  in  gold, 
to  the  amount  of  so  many  millions,  from  France, 
Spain,  Denmark,  Naples  and  Portugal?  Who  can 
forget  the  gold  bill,  which  had  been  dead  for  thirty 
years,  and  which  has  already  given  us  near  thirty 
millions  of  that  coin,  being  near  three  times  the 
average  annual  amount  of  the  notes  circulated  by 
the  late  United  States  bank?  Who  can  forget  the 
silver  bill,  which  legalized  the  circulation  of  foreign 
silver,  and  has  replenished  the  country  with  silver? 


Who  can  forget  the  veto  of  the  bank  charter,  which 
killed  the  vampyre  which  was  sucking  the  life  blood 
from  the  south  and  west — which  broke  the  machine 
which  was  governing  our  elections — and  which 
destroyed  the  “regulator,”  which  was  enabling  a 
few  favorites  to  “regulate”  the  price  of  all  produce, 
labor  and  property,  and  to  take  every  thing  at  the 
one-third  of  what  they  now  have  to  pay  lor  it? 
Who  can  forget  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  which 
freed  all  the  southern  and  western  states  from  the 
incumbrance  of  a useless  population,  threw  open  a 
vast  and  fertile  region  to  the  production  of  cotton, 
and  thereby  created  a new  market  for  all  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  more  northern  states,  for  all  their  ma- 
nufactures, and  new  employment  for  the  shipping  of 
the  northeastern  states?  Who  can  forget  the  recom- 
mendation to  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
to  give  preference  to  settlers,  and  to  sell  the  lands, 
not  with  a view  to  screw  money  out  of  the  people; 
but  with  a view  to  promote  the  settlement,  and  to 
increase  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the 
country?  Who  can  forget  the  most  wise  and  patri- 
otic treasury  order  of  1836,  which  instantly  ope- 
rated as  a pre-emption  law  in  favor  of  settlers,  and 
which  had  the  same  effect  upon  the  speculators 
who  were  then  monopolizing  the  public  lands  (with 
the  paper  of  banks  which  were  going  to  slop  pay- 
ment) that  the  discharge  of  a blunderbuss  would 
have  upon  a flock  of  blackbirds  on  a wheat  stack? 
Who  can  forget  these  measures,  and  so  many 
others,  all  tending  to  promote  the  general  prosperi- 
ty, and  by  virtue  of  which  the  wealth  of  the  country 
has  been  doubled  in  a few  years,  the  market  prices 
of  staple  productions  have  been  trebled  in  many 
instances;  and  the  laboring  man,  whether  bond  or 
free,  is  multiplied  into  three  such  men,  in  point  of 
profitable  production,  as  he  was  when  we  had  a 
national  bank  and  a federal  administration?  Who 
can  forget  or  deny  these  things?  But  let  us  look 
forward.  The  repeal  of  the  salt  tax,  the  graduation 
of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  passage  of 
a new  pre-emption  law,  are  three  great  measures 
which  you  are  now  to  exppct  from  the  congress  of 
the  United  States;  and  such  is  my  opinion  of  the 
justice  and  equity  of  each  of  these  measures,  and 
such  my  confidence  in  the  eventual  success  of  all 
that  is  right,  that  I fully  count  upon  seeing  them  all 
adopted,  and  beholding  the  day  when  you  w ill  get 
the  best  of  salt  at  three  bits  for  the  measured  bushel 
at  the  river  towns;  when  every  settler  will  be  pro- 
tected in  his  improvement  from  the  day  he  makes 
it;  and  when  inferior  lands  will  be  sold  for  a price 
adapted  to  their  quality.  You  also  want  laws  to 
preserve  and  protect  the  permanent  circulation  of 
gold  and  silver  among  you;  and  that  is  a case  in 
which  congress  can  aid  you  by  establishing  the 
independent  treasury;  and  it  is  a case  in  which, 
without  the  aid  of  congress,  or  of  any  other  slate, 
you  can  help  yourselves,  by  the  easy  and  simple 
process  of  excluding  ail  small  paper  and  all  depre- 
ciated paper  from  the  state. 

I am  greatly  gratified,  gentlemen,  w ith  rny  visit 
to  your  quarter  of  the  state.  It  was  the  last  to  be 
settled,  because  longest  encumbered  by  an  Indian 
population.  For  a long  time  it  was  a sealed  book 
to  the  people  of  the  other  parts  of  the  state;  but 
the  removal  of  the  Indians  has  opened  the  book, 
and  displayed  to  view  its  fair  and  ample  pages;  and 
already  the  southwest  quarter  of  Missouri  is  known 
to  a great  distance,  and  is  attracting  an  immense 
emigration.  Taken  in  its  full  extent  as  embracing 
the  valley  of  the  Osage  river,  part  cl' the  waters  of 
the  Gasconade,  and  that  fertile  region  of  which  the 
Ozark  mountain  (as  this  beautiful  table  land  is 
called)  is  the  centre;  taking  your  section  of  the 
state  in  this  exlent,  and  viewing  its  various  re- 
sources and  capabilities — its  lead  and  iron  ores, 
pineries  and  other  timbers,  its  happy  mixture  of 
prairie  and  woodland,  its  various  fertile  soil,  both 
valley  and  upland,  its  matchless  supply  of  the 
purest  water,  its  double  facilities  for  navigation  by 
i lie  Missouri  and  Arkansas  waters,  its  exact  adap- 
tion to  stock-raising,  and  the  unquestioned  salubrity 
of  its  climate;  viewed  under  all  these  aspects,  and 
your  quarter  of  the  state  rises  to  a high  degree  of 
consideration,  and  must  see  the  day  when  it  will 
vie  in  importance  with  either  of  the  other  three 
quarters  of  the  far-famed,  justly-famed  and  tran- 
scendantly  favored  state  of  Missouri.  To  all  these 
natural  advantages  there  is  one  other  of  an  adven- 
titious, and,  perhaps,  temporary'  character,  which 
you  at  present  enjoy,  and  I hope  may  long  be 
blessed  with — and  that  is,  that  there  is  no  bank 
within  upwards  of  a hundred  miles  of  you,  and  that 
you  have  a more  plentiful  supply  of  gold  and  silver 
currency  at  this  day,  than  any  bank-ridden  portion 
of  the  union  has  even  of  paper  money. 

Respectfully',  gentlemen,  your  friend  and  fellow 
citizen, 

THOMAS  II.  BENTON. 

Messrs.  JohnP.  Campbell,  kc. 
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Light  houses  and  light  bouts  in  the  U.  States.  From 
a schedule  accompanying  a report  of  one  of  the  de- 
partments, published  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle, 
we  find  that  the  number  of  light  houses  and  beacons 
in  the  United  States,  on  the  1st  January,  1833,  was — 
in  Maine,  27 — New  Hampshire,  4 — Massachusetts,  39 
— Rhode  Island,  10 — Vermont,  1 — Connecticut,  10 — 
New  York,  30 — New  Jersey,  1 — Pennsylvania,  2 — 
Delaware,  7 — Maryland,  14 — Virginia,  7 — North  Caro- 
lina, 7 — South  Carolina,  3 — Georgia,  7 — Ohio,  12 — 
Louisiana,  4 — Florida,  8 — Michigan.  7 — Alabama,  2— 
Mississippi,  3. 

Whole  number,  205 — light  boats,  23. 

Improved  light  for  light  houses.  Since  the  1st  of 
April,  the  lamps  which  are  used  in  the  lantern  of  the 
Boston  light  house,  have  been  tilled  with  other  material 
than  oil.  We  understand  that  a gentleman  of  this  ci- 
ty has  discovered  a mode  of  manufacturing  a combus- 
tible liquid,  which  will  burn  more  brilliant  than  oil — 
and  which  emits  no  smoke  or  gas — and,  of  course, 
whenever  it  is  used,  there  is  no  necessity  to  clean  the 
glasses— and  the  light  will  be  as  brilliant  at  four  o’clock 
m the  morning,  as  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening.  We 
learn  that  he  has  made  a proposal  to  the  government, 
to  furnish  material  for  lighting  up  all  the  light  houses  on 
our  coast,  with  a brighter  and  more  uniform  light,  than 
is  the  case  at  present,  and  at  an  expense  certainly  not 
exceeding  what  is  now  paid  for  oil. 

The  experiment  is  now  being  tried  on  the  Boston 
light  house,  and  thus  far  it  succeeds  admirably — and 
promises  to  equal  in  excellence  all  that  is  claimed  by 
the  inventor.  It  is  not  likely,  however,  that  any  change 
will  take  place  along  our  coast  until  ihe  experiment  is 
fully  and  fairly  tested.  [Boston  Mercantile  Journal. 

An  appalling  incident.  On  the  4th  inst.  a collection 
of  citizens  hud  assembled  at  Moak’s  Hollow,  in  the 
town  of  Sharon,  to  celebrate  the  day.  While  a party 
was  promenading  the  street,  led  by  Henry  J.  Smith, 
who  was  playing  on  a violin,  a horse  attached  to  a wa- 
gon took  fright,  and  passed  furiously  among  them — 
struck  Smith  with  one  of  the  (ills  of  the  wagon,  which 
pierced  nearly  through  his  body,  lifted  him  up  from  the 
ground,  and  carried  him  in  that  awful  condition  for  se- 
veral rods  with  great  fury;  and  corning  to  a descending 
part  of  the  road,  the  horse  fell  upon  the  unfortunate 
victim,  and  slid  a considerable  distance  down  the  de- 
clivity, mangling  him  in  the  most  horrid  manner. 
Of  the  persons  in  the  wagon,  one  jumped  out  without 
injury,  and  the  other  was  thrown  some  distance,  by 
passing  some  obstructions,  but  received  no  mortal  ef- 
fect. [Canajoharie  Radii. 

Information  has  been  received  at  Boston  from  Hali- 
fax, stating  that  the  fi-hing  schooners  Battle  and  Hyder 
Alt  had  Been  condemned  in  the  vice  admiralty  court, 
for  encroaching  on  the  British  grounds;  arid  the  schoo- 
ners Snetland,  Eliza  and  Mayflower,  had  been  released 
on  paying  all  expenses. 

The  Havre  packet,  which  left  New  York  on  Tues- 
day, is  supposed  to  have  taken  out  $200,000  in  specie. 

The  grand  jury  of  the  United  States  circuit  court, 
recently  held  at  Detroit,  have  made  a presentment,  in 
which  they  express  the  opinion  that  English  emissaries 
have  been  engaged  in  corrupting  the  adopted  citizens 
of  that  place,  by  entering  into  stipulation  with  them  to 
array  themselves  against  the  United  States  in  case  of  a 
war  with  England. 

The  Upper  Canada  Herald  says,  that  the  British  go- 
vernment are  about  to  erect  a blockhouse  on  Fighting 
island,  which  commands  both  channels  of  the  Detroit 
river. 

The  Portland  Argus  says,  that  the  West  India  yellow 
fever  is  making  sad  havoc  with  New  England  sailors. 
We  have  recorded  the  death  ot  several  within  a few 
weeks,  of  our  own  townsmen,  and  of  those  who  reside 
in  our  vicinity.  The  brig  Charles  Miller,  which  arrived 
here  yesterday,  lust  by  this  terrible  disease,  before  she 
sailed  from  Havana,  one  of  her  mates,  John  Powell,  of 
this  city — also  William  Cox,  a seaman;  and  on  the  pas- 
sage, Mr.  John  Cook,  of  Wakefield,  N.  H.  (a  passen- 
ger), died  July  6th. 

Debt  of  New  Grenada.  It  appears  from  the  late  mes- 
sage ot  the  president  of  New  Grenada,  that  the 
foreign  debt  of  that  republic  amounts  to  $16,564,875, 
and  the  domestic  debt  to  about  $3,850,000.  "As  to  the 
foreign  creditors,”  says  the  message,  “although  they 
have  a right  to  demand,  not  only  the  payment  of  back 
interest,  amounting  to  about  $13,417,549,  but  also  that 
which  shall  hereafter  accrue,  amounting  to  about 
$993,892  per  annum,  it  is  necessary  to  confess,  how- 
ever painful  it  may  be,  that  the  republic  is  absolutely 
unable  to  discharge  in  full  its  extensive  obligations;  for 
it  must  pay  in  preference  to  other  debts,  the  expenses 
necessary  to  its  own  existence.  If  creditors,  disregard- 
ing their  true  policy,  should  exact  the  full  amount  ot 
the  loans  and  interest,  they  would  compel  the  republic 
to  declare  itself  bankrupt.’’  [N.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

The  secretary  of  slate  has  returned  to  Washington, 
from  his  northern  tour. 

Admiral  sir  Isaac  Coffin.  The  following  characteris- 
tic letter  from  the  admiral,  who  is  now  in  his  81st  year, 
is  published  in  a late  London  paper: 

“Fearful  I may  suddenly  ‘slip  my  wind,’  and  in  the 
hurry  of  departure,  forget  10  order  my  bankers  to  set 
aside  £100  lor  the  naval  school,  which  has  always  had 


my  fervent  prayers  for  its  success,  I herein  send  the 
necessary  document.” 

Rhode  Island.  The  friends  of  the  administration  in 
Rhude  island,  have  nominated  Thomas  W.  Dorr  and 
Benjamin  B.  Thruston,  as  their  candidates  for  congress. 
I'he  whig  candidates  are  Messrs.  Cranston  and  Til- 
linghast,  the  late  members.  The  election  takes  place 
on  the  27th  of  August. 

Mormon  troubles  in  Illinois.  The  Shelby  Republican 
gives  the  following  version  of  the  difficulties  in  that 
county,  in  which  it  was  reported  the  troops  had  been 
called  out: 

“Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  county — many  of 
them  said  to  be  old  residents,— embraced  the  Mor- 
mon faith.  These,  while  pursuing  their  ordinary  avo- 
cation, were  beset  by  a mob,  and  assaults  committed 
upon  them.  In  order  to  enjoy  the  equal  rights  secured 
by  the  constitution,  the  Mormons  made  application  to 
judge  Breese  for  warrants  to  arrest  the  offenders. 
Judge  Breese  issued  warrants  against  fifteen  of  the 
mob,  and  authorised  and  directed  col.  James  W. 
Vaughan,  to  call  out  his  regiment  to  assist  in  arresting 
them.  'Lite  col.  ordered  out  a part  of  his  regiment, 
but  part  of  his  men  refused  to  obey  the  order,  and  the 
mob  increasing,  the  military  retreated.” 

Galvanism.  There  is  now  in  operation,  at  No.  58 
Gold  street,  in  this  city,  a machine,  propelled  by  a gal- 
vanic battery,  on  four  electro  magnets,  which  furnish- 
es a mechanical  power  already  applicable  and  useful 
for  many  purposes. 

The  motive  wheel  of  this  machine  is  five  feet  in  di- 
ameter, weighing  four  hundred  pounds,  and  the  mag- 
nets, when  under  the  aciion  of  galvanism,  causes  it  to 
revolve  forty  or  fifty  times  a minute,  lor  many  hours  in 
succession.  Nothing  can  be  simpler  than  the  opera- 
tion ot  this  machine,  which  is  on  a plan  entirely  new, 
and  quite  different  from  that  of  the  machines  propelled 
by  this  power,  which  have  heretofore  been  exhibited  to 
the  public. 

The  vivid  sparks  of  electricity  which  are  constantly 
emitted,  while  this  engine  is  in  motion,  bear  evidence 
to  the  tremendous  energy  of  the  power  now  brought 
under  the  control  of  man  for  useful  purposes  of  life. 

No  reason  can  be  assigned,  we  believe,  why  this 
power  cannot  be  increased  indefinitely.  Incalculable 
benefit  would  be  conferred  upon  society  by  the  disco- 
very of  this  new  and  simple  mechanical  power,  if  it 
were  only  available  from  that  of  a single  man,  to  that 
ot  one  or  two  horses,  where  the  employment  of  steam 
is  dangerous  and  expensive.  We  advise  the  friends  of 
science  and  the  arts  to  visit  this  machine,  as  it  may  be 
seen  daily  in  operation,  at  the  place  above  mentioned. 

[IV.  Y.  Com 

We  have  been  furnished  with  the  following  state- 
ment ot  the  amount  of  duties  paid  in  this  district,  for 
the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year,  compared  with  the 
same  quarter  in  the  last. 

Amount  of  duties  paid  in  the  district  of  New  York, 
during  the  first  quarter  1833,  and  first  quarter  1839. 

1833  - - - $2,407,765  78 

1839  - - . 4,309,500  21 


Difference  - - $1,901,744  43 

[. N . Y.  Post. 

Baltimore  inspections.  The  following  is  the  amount 
of  inspections  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  for  the  quarter 
ending  30;h  June,  1839,  (exclusive  of  returns  made  to 
the  state),  viz: 

107,665  barrels  wheat  flower 
4,243  half  do  do 

2,600  barrels  rye  do 

48  half  do  do 
131  h lids,  corn  meal 
2,122  barrels  do 
77  half  do  do 

515  barrels  beef,  foreign  packed 

51  do  do  Balt.  do 

15  lif.  do  do  do  do 


28  do  do  foreign  do 


6,729 

barrels  ] 

pork 

o* 

do 

do 

101 

hf.  do 

do 

do 

do 

27 

barrels 

do 

Balt. 

do 

2 

hf.  do 

do 

do 

do 

204 

barrels  ] 

lard 

17 

hf.  do 

do 

10,637 

kegs 

do 

363 

do 

butter 

15 

hf.  bbls. 

do 

Jesse  Hunt,  register. 

It  is  stated  in  the  New  York  Gazette,  that  when  the 
upper  deck  of  the  steamboat  Sampson  fell,  on  the  4th 
instant,  one  of  those  who  were  wounded  by  the  acci- 
dent was  placed  with  the  dead.  Dr.  Wood,  a respecta- 
ble physician  of  the  city,  bping  on  board,  very  fortu- 
nately felt  the  pulse  of  Mr.  Henriques,  then  supposed  to 
be  dead,  and  discovered  that  he  was  alive.  The  doc- 
tor promptly  gave  the  patient  some  brandy  and  water, 
when  he  began  to  revive.  The  crowd  then  collected 
around  the  doctor,  and  insisted  that  the  patient  should 
be  bled!  The  worthy  doctor  declined,  and  told  them, 
that  lie  would  not  commit  murder  by  bleeding;  that  the 
patient  was  too  much  injured  to  admit  of  the  loss  of 
any  more  blood.  The  silly  belief  that  it  was  necessary 
on  all  occasions  of  accidents  to  bleed,  left  the  doctor  in 
bad  repute  with  the  passengers,  but  his  judicious  treat- 
ment of  Mr.  H.  saved  that  gentleman’s  life.  The 
course  pursued  by  Dr.  W.  was  approved  by  two  of  the 
most  eminent  surgeons  of  New  York,  who  held  the 


opinion  that  had  he  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  the 
passengers  and  bled  the  patient,  he  could  not  have  sur- 
vived. 

The  steamboat  Antelope,  which  left  St.  Louis  some 
months  ago.  lor  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone  river, 
has  returned,  having  failed  to  reach  her  intended  des- 
tination, by  about  400  miles,  on  account  of  low  water. 

The  St.  Louis  papers  mention  the  arrival  there,  of 
eight  boats  from  the  Yellow  Stone  river,  with  24,000 
buffalo  robes,  worth  $100,000. 

The  town  of  Salem,  Mass,  with  a population  of  fif- 
teen thousand,  had  only  three  deaths  during  the  month 
of  June. 

There  were  145  deaths  in  Philadelphia  last  week. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
was  164. 

In  Baltimore,  the  number  was  53. 

The  Cincinnati  Republican  cautions  its  city  readers 
against  purchasing  butter  and  cheese  brought  to  that 
market,  without  first  being  assured  that  they  are  not 
infected  with  the  poison  from  the  weed  that  causes 
w,hat  is  known  in  that  quarter,  as  the  milk  sickness. 

Trade  of  the  west.  The  Cincinnati  Daily  News 
states  that  from  the  12th  of  January,  to  the  8th  of  July, 
of  the  present  year,  there  have  been  1,770  steamboat 
arrivals  at  that  city — one-fourth  of  the  number  being 
boats  of  the  largest  class. 

At  one  of  the  celebrations  of  the  fourth,  in  Virginia, 
the  following  good  ’un  was  handed  in  and  drank. 

Judge  Lynch:  If  ever  found  within  the  limits  of  the 
Old  Dominion,  he  shall  assuredly  have  a trial  by  jury — 
his  own  code  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Air — Rogues  march. 

*1 

The  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  ra11 
road  company,  has  declared  a half  yearly  dividend  of 
four  per  cent,  payable  on  the  1st  of  August. 

Exploring  expedition.  The  Journal  of  Commerce 
publishes  a letter  from  Guayaquil,  under  date  of  21st 
May,  which  says — “By  the  Garatilia,  in  the  remarka- 
ble short  passage  of  14  days  from  Valparaiso,  I have 
learned  of  the  arrival  of  a part  of  the  exploring  expe- 
dition, viz: — the  Peacock  and  Relief. 

A letter  from  Havana,  in  the  journal  of  Commerce, 
states  that  the  government  of  Cuba  has  offered  to  sell 
or  rent  the  rail  road  from  Havana  to  Gaines,  forty-two 
miles,  single  track.  It  cost  more  than  $3,000.000 — will 
give  it  for  $2  000,000.  Since  last  December,  it  has  taken 
upwards  of  $1,000  per  day  for  freight  and  passengers, 
and  it  might  be  made  still  more  profitable,  as  the  coun- 
try through  which  it  passes  will  grow  daily  more  popu- 
lous. 

Affecting  scene.  The  funeral  of  the  unfortunate  sea- 
man, named  Remsen,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  North 
Carolina,  who  was  murdered  on  Friday  night,  which 
took  place  on  Saturday,  was  one  of  the  most  affecting 
and  imposing  spectacles  we  have  noticed  for  many  a 
day. 

After  the  ceremonies  were  over,  preparations  were 
made  to  remove  the  body  to  its  last  resting  place,  when, 
as  it  was  borne  out  of  the  house,  it  was  followed  imme- 
diately by  two  clergymen,  and  next  in  order  by  about 
250  of  the  comrades  of  the  deceased,  his  fellow  sailors 
on  board  the  North  Carolina.  They  were  all  dressed 
neat  and  trim,  in  white  pantaloons,  white  stockings  and 
pumps,  a blue  jacket  and  tarpaulin  hat.  They  walked 
two  and  two,  all  perfectly  sober,  and  intent  upon  the 
melancholy  duty  they  were  performing.  As  the  mourn- 
ful procession  passed  through  the  streets  in  solemn  si- 
lence, we  observed  the  tears  trickling  down  the  weath- 
er beaten  faces  of  many,  not  only  of  those  in  the  pro- 
cession, but  of  the  seamen  who  crowded  the  w'alks  on 
either  side  of  the  way.  Poor  Jack,  though  when  on 
shore,  lie  will  lark,  will  drink  his  grog — but  who  can 
say  that  there  is  not  concealed  beneath  his  rough  exte- 
rior “a  feeling  heart.”  [N.  Y.  Courier. 

An  editor  Idled  in  an  affray.  J.  W.  Moore,  esq.  edi- 
tor of  the  Red  River  Whig,  was  killed  in  the  street  of 
Alexandria,  La.  on  the  1st  July,  by  King  Holstein. 
Moore  had  previously  been  challenged  by  Holstein,  but 
refused  to  fight  him  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  a 
gentleman.  This  exasperated  H.  to  such  a degree  that 
he  armed  himself  with  a gun  and  braes  of  pistols,  wait- 
ed for  Moore  in  the  sireet,  and  in  the  first  place  snap- 
ped his  gun  at  him.  That  missing  fire,  he  drew  a pis- 
tol and  shot  him  dead. 

Holstein  afterwards  walked  through  the  town  and 
made  his  escape,  the  sheriff  being  afraid  to  arrest  him. 

[IV.  O.  Picayune. 

Court  of  common  pleas — unprecedented.  The  many 
well  founded  and  grievous  complaints  of  “the  law’s 
delay,”  would  soon  cease,  if  law  courts  generally  could 
get  through  their  business  with  such  despatch  as  did 
the  court  of  common  pleas  of  this  city,  during  the  last 
term.  Every  case  on  either  the  argument  or  trial  ca- 
lenders, was  reached,  and  each  of  the  respective  liti- 
gants had  an  opportunity,  if  willing  or  prepared,  to  try 
their  causes.  This  we  believe,  is  altogether  an  unpre- 
cedented occurrence  in  the  annals  of  any  of  our  law 
courts.  [IV.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

The  only  two  surviving  “life  guards”  of  Washington, 
were  in  the  procession  on  the  fourth  of  July,  in  New- 
burgh. Their  names  are  Benjamin  Eaton  and  Robert 
Blair.  On  entering  the  church,  they  each  bore  an 
American  flag,  followed  by  six  other  revolutionary  sol- 
diers— the  united  ages  of  all  being  551  years. 
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QCf-The  foreign  news  published  in  the  present 
sheet  is  of  great  interest,  indicating  as  it  does  a 
great  and  disastrous  revolution  in  the  commercial 
relations  of  this  country  with  England,  in  which 
our  merchants  and  planters  will  be  the  principal 
sufferers;  England  it  will  be  seen  is  also  distracted 
by  the  movements  of  a new  and  powerful  political 
party, — and  there  is  a speck  of  war  in  the  east, 
which  some  think  indicative  of  a general  war  in 
Europe.  We  refer  our  readers  to  the  details  from 
which  they  can  form  there  own  conclusions. 

The  price  of  cotton.  TnJune  last  we  pub- 
lished a private  “cotton  circular”  which  was  attri- 
buted, erronously,  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  keep  up  the  price  of  cot- 
ton in  the  European  markets.  In  the  present  sheet 
we  have  published  another  circular,  issued  about 
the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  object,  but  which 
has  only  recently  been  made  known  to  the  public 
through  the  columns  of  the  Macon  Telegraph,  in 
which  the  plan  is  detailed  at  some  length,  and  a 
convention  proposed  to  be  holden  in  Macon,  in 
Georgia,  to  carry  it  into  effect.  As  an  appendix 
to  that  circular,  we  have  also  published  in  the  pre- 
sent sheet,  the  manifesto  of  the  Manchester  cotton 
spinners,  in  which  the  plan  proposed,  tho’  only 
known  to  the  parties  to  a limited  extent,  is  denounc- 
ed as  “one  ol  the  most  rash  and  insane  speculations 
of  modern  times.” 

The  English  news  has  had  a most  depressing 
effect  upon  the  New  York  money  market.  The 
following,  which  we  find  in  the  Star,  discloses  one 
of  the  plans  devised  to  counteract  the  evils  which 
it  threatens  to  the  commercial  community. 

We  learn  that  a committee  of  gentlemen  have 
called,  or  are  about  to  call  on  the  banks  of  this  city, 
with  the  view  of  inducing  them  to  ship  coin  to 
England,  and  draw  against  it,  say  to  the  amount  of 
from  three  to  five  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  said 
that  the  operation  can  be  carried  on  with  a reason- 
able profit,  selling  exchange  from  nine  and  three 
quarters  to  ten  per  cent.  The  idea  of  sending 
abroad  a portion  of  our  specie  has  been  the  subject 
of  conversation  for  many  weeks  pastin  Wall  street. 
It  is  one  of  the  articles  which  can  now  be  shipped 
at  a profit. 

The  demand  in  London,  owing  to  a present  de- 
ficiency there,  and  the  over  supply  in  other  parts 
of  Europe,  and  to  some  extent  in  this  country,  will 
necessarily  produce  an  equalization  in  the  course 
of  trade.  The  advantage  of  sending  nut  coin  in 
known  and  considerable  quantities  is  this:  that  it 
will  he  ascertained  sooner,  and  with  greater  ac- 
curacy when  an  equalization  has  taken  place,  and 
at  once  the  operation  of  shipping  will  be  suspend- 
ed. A different  course  is  likely  to  result  in  an  un- 
necessary accumulation  of  coin  in  London,  from 
the  fact  that  it  will  be  shipped  there  from  all  quar- 
ters, with  a view  to  profit,  and  in  amounts  un- 
known, until  there  shall  be  an  over  supply. 

We  are  not  sure  that  the  banks  ought  to  be  the 
principals  in  sending  out  the  coin,  because  it  is 
out  ol  the  line  of  their  ordinary  business;  but  we 
are  sure  that  they  should  pay  it  offt  to  their  bill 
holders  and  dep  sitors  without  hesitation  or  con- 
cealment. In  this  way  the  quantity  going  abroad 
will  be  known  with  certainly  both  here  and  in  Lon- 
don; and  shipments  will  immediately  cease  as  soon 
a?  a sufficient  supply  is  furnished  there.  The  sup- 
ply must  be  furnished  either  directly  by  the  banks 
to  their  customers,  or  indirectly  through  brokers. — 
See  how  the  matter  now  works  : — A merchant 
who  is  under  the  necessity  ot  making  a remittance 
abroad,  being  unable  to  purchase  exchange  upon 
satisfactory  terms,  instead  of  going  to  the  banks, 
whose  bills  he  holds,  or  in  which  he  has  money  de- 
posited, covertly  puts  his  funds  in  the  hands’ of  a 
specie  broker,  with  directions  to  purchase  the  re- 
quired amount ; and  lest  he  should  create  ill  feel- 
ing, he  endeavors  to  keep  the  fact  secret  that  he  is 
shipping  coin.  The  consequence  is  that  vve  can 
neither  know  here  nor  can  they  know  with  accura- 
cy in  England,  when  theirdeficiencies  are  supplied; 
and  shipments  will  goon  longafter  the  necessity1 
of  making  shipments  shall  have  ceased. 

The  moment  the  bank  of  England  finds  itself 
with  a surplus  ol  coin  on  hand,  the  rate  of  interest 
will  be  lorthwith  reduced.  Cotton  will  advance  in 
piice,  American  securities  will  be  firm,  and  tile 
Vol.  VI.  Sic>.  22. 


surplus  coin  will  return  to  this  country.  It  is  after 
all  a mere  settlement  of  balances.  England  has 
I lie  gold  to-day,  and  in  fifteen  days  it  is  back  again 
into  the  United  States.  When  they  are  short  we 
send  our  surplus  ; when  we  are  short,  they  send 
their  surplus  to  us. 

Mn.  Clay  is  at  present  on  a visit,  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life,  to  tlie  Falls  of  Niagara,  and  is  ex- 
pected at  Saratoga  springs  on  the  10th  of  next 
month.  He  has  every  where  been  received  with  the 
most  distinguished  marks  of  courtesy.  Whilst  at 
Buffalo,  though  determined  to  avoid  all  public  dis- 
play, he  was  publicly  welcomed  by  a committee 
on  behalf  of  the  citizens.  The  address  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  and  Mr.  Clay’s  reply, 
are  published  in  the  present  sheet.  He  recently 
crossed  over  the  river  at  the  Falls  to  witness  the  pa- 
rade of  the  43d  regiment,  the  colonel  of  which  po- 
litely invited  him  to  review  it,  an  honor  he  declined 
in  favor  of  his  friend  general  Porter,  by  whom  lie 
was  accompanied. 

Appointment  by  the  president.  William 
Selden,  of  Virginia,  to  be  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  place  of  John  Campbell,  superseded. 

Mr.  Selden  entered  upon  his  official  duties  on  the 
22d  inst.  Mr.  S.  was  a candidate  for  congress  at 
the  recent  election  in  Virginia. 

The  “Globe,”  of  Monday  last,  in  reply  to  some 
statements  that  Mr.  Campbell  was  removed  because 
he  was  a conservative,  assigns  the  following  as  the 
reasons  which  actuated  the  president. 

“Some  of  the  indiscreet  friends  of  the  late  trea- 
surer, Mr.  Campbell,  are  very  abusive  towards  the 
president  on  account  of  his  removal.  Wrhether  ig- 
norant of  the  true  facts,  or  fully  acquainted  with 
them  from  him,  their  course  is  equally  censurable 
and  unjust  to  impute  bad  motives  to  the  president, 
or  to  assign  false  causes  for  the  removal.  Whether 
Mr.  Campbell  is  a conservative  or  not,  and  whether 
he  is  opposed  to  the  president  or  not.  and,  if  so, 
ought  not  to  be  employed  under  him,  are  questions 
not  necessary  to  be  discussed  on  this  occasion;  be- 
cause vve  learn  that  since  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  admi- 
stration  commenced,  Mr.  C.  lias,  from  his  infirm 
condition,  been  absent  from  his  office  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  whole  time.  That  during  the  remain- 
ing two-thirds  of  the  time  lie  has  not  been  able  to 
attend  at  all  to  the  correspondence  of  the  office, 
even  so  far  as  to  affix  his  signa.ure  to  if;  and  that 
in  respect  to  the  other  business,  he  has  omitted  en- 
tirely to  supervise  and  sign  the  drafts,  treasury 
notes,  &c.  alter  having  been  filled  up  for  him,  but 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  merely  signing  blank  notes 
und  blank  drafts  to  the  amount  of  millions  on  mil- 
lions, leaving  them  to  be  afterwards  filled  up  and 
issued  by  his  clerks,  without  the  slightest  interfer- 
ence on  his  part  as  the  head  of  the  office. 

“The  president,  on  ascertaining  ttiese  facts,  un- 
doubtedly considered  that  Mr.  Campbell’s  infirmi- 
ties prevented  him  from  devoting  that  personal  at- 
tention to  his  official  duties  which  the  laws  and  the 
public  security  render  proper. 

“For  these  reasons,  and  not  for  the  political  ones 
blazoned  about  by  the  opposition,  we  understand 
that  Mi-.  C.  was  notified  that  a change  in  the  office 
had  become  necessary. 

“So  far  from  proscription  or  unkindness  existing 
in  this  case,  Mr.  C.  has,  under  these  circumstances, 
been  treated  with  marked  forbearance  and  courtesy 
by  the  president,  and  all  connected  with  the  admi- 
nistration.” 

Mr.  Webster.  There  are  many  speculations 
afloat,  whether  the  above  named  gentleman,  by  his 
late  letter  to  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  with- 
drawing himself  from  before  the  people  as  a candi- 
date for  the  presidency , intended  also  to  decline  the 
nomination,  which  he  lias  already  received  for  (lie 
vice  presidency.  We  answer  that  we  have  evidence 
for  saying,  he  did  not.  [ Gettysburg , Pa.  Star. 

Col.  Johnson.  “The  impression  appears  to  be 
very  general  that  the  present  vice  president  of  the 
United  States  will  not  be  a candidate  for  re-elec- 
tion.” [ Richmond  Enquirer. 

Gen.  Andrew  Jackson  arrived  here  yesterday, 
and  stopped  with  his  fast  friend  and  fellow  soldier, 
general  Armstrong,  until  (his  morning,  when  with 


him  lie  departed  for  White’s  creek  springs,  accom- 
panied by  judge  Catron  and  others.  It  affords  us  sin- 
cere pleasure  to  state,  that  the  health  ol'  the  venera 
ble  ex-president  is  very  much  improved  He  is 
expected  to  return  to  this  city  to-morrow. 

[ Nashville  Union,  July  12. 

The  hon.  Abraham  Vanderveer,  a represen- 
tative in  the  last  congress  from  the  state  of  New 
York,  died  at  Brooklyn  on  Sunday  last.  He  was 
a friend  of  the  administration,  a moderate  politi- 
cian and  much  esteemed  for  his  personal  character. 

Mississippi.  United  States  senator  R.  J.  Wal- 
ker, who  had  determined  to  decline  a re-election, 
has,  at  the  instance  of  the  friends  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, consented  to  offer  again.  A meeting 
is  called  in  the  Natchez  papers  by  the  friends  of  S. 
S.  Prentiss,  to  start  that  gentleman  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Walker. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  Tenn.  In  reply  to  a letter  ad- 
dressed to  him,  the  hon.  E.  H.  Foster,  whig  sena- 
tor from  Tennessee,  elected  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Grundy,  states  that,  in  the  event  of  a majority  of 
his  political  opponents  being  elected  to  the  state  le- 
gislature, he  will  resign  his  seat.  He  says: 

“What  my  friends  and  the  public  generally  may 
think  of  this,  my  intended  course,  I know  not,  I 
have  reason  to  fear  that  with  some  people,  it  may 
subject  me  to  no  inconsiderable  censure.  However 
this  may  be,  I trust  and  hope,  that  no  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  main  point  will  deny  to  my  heart 
the  undivided  approbation  of  all.  Could  I suffer 
(he  lust  of  office  to  predominate  over  the  pride  of 
sentiment,  and  the  noble  and  elevated  endearments 
of  private  life,  I should  not  be  without  multiplied 
examples  in  the  highest  ranks  of  consistent  demo- 
cracy, to  excuse  the  pertinacity  which  might  tempt 
me  to  cling  to  a commission  longafter  the  instru- 
ment had  been  dispoiled  nf  its  brightest  gem,  ‘pub- 
lic confidence.’  1 rebuke  not,  neither  do  I envy, 
those  who  garnish  themselves  with  such  doubtful 
honors;  but  my  nature  and  tny  disposition  must  un- 
dergo a great  change  before  I consent  to  imitate  their 
example,  With  me,  ‘the  private  station  is  the  post 
of  honor,’  whenever  I shall  become  satisfied  that 
my  constituents  desire  to  dispense  with  my  servi- 
ces.” 

North  eastern  boundary.  Among  the  pas- 
sengers in  the  Great  W’estern  are  col.  Mudge  and 
other  gentlemen,  appointed  by  the  British  govern- 
ment as  commissioners  on  the  north  eastern  bounda- 
ry. 

The  New  York  Express  says  that  the  newspapers 
in  Canada  and  the  lower  piovinces  have  discovered 
to  their  consternation  that  the  geologist  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  has  been  appointed  by  the  British  govern- 
ment to  settle  the  boundary  question.  The  fact 
seems  to  be,  that  Mr.  Featherstonhangh,  who  has 
recently  made  a geological  survey  (or  our  govern- 
ment in  the  western  states,  and  returned  to  England 
last  winter,  has  received  the  appointment  of  geolo- 
gist to  the  commission  about  to  be  organized  for  a 
new  survey  of  the  boundary.  The  New  Btunswick 
papers  seem  to  look  upon  (his  as  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  the  American  claim  is  to  be  allowed 
without  any  trouble. 

Texas.  The  dates  from  Houston  are  to  the  Iltli 
instant. 

The  rumored  arrival  of  four  thousand  Mexican 
troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Matainoras  produced  some 
excitement  among  the  people  of  Texas,  who  w'ete 
preparing  to  meet  them  and  give  a good  account  of 
them. 

A considerable  detachment  of  Texan  troops  had 
marched  towards  the  northern  frontier,  to  repel  an 
invasion  which  the  savages  threatened  in  that  quar- 
ter. 

This  cotemporaneous  movement  of  the  Indians 
and  Mexicans,  indicates  some  kind  of  combination 
and  concert  between  them. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  that  the  indemnity  due 
by  the  government  of  Texas  to  the  United  States  for 
Hie  seizure  of  some  merchant  vessels  some  years 
since,  was  yesterday  paid  to  the  honorable  Alcee 
Labranche,  in  behalf  of  his  government.  The 
amount  was  something  over  twelve  thousand  dol- 
lars.  [ATeui  Orleans  Bee. 
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Mexico  and  Texas.  The  correspondence 
which  had  taken  place  between  colonel  Bee,  the  late 
Texan  envoy  of  Texas,  and  general  Victoria,  the 
military  commandant  of  Vera  Cruz,  is  published  in 
a number  of  the  Iris,  a Mexican  paper,  on  the  22d 
of  June.  The  instructions  from  the  supreme  go- 
vernment in  the  city  of  Mexico,  required  general 
Victoria  not  to  receive  colonel  Bee  as  an  agent  of 
Texas.  He  was  required  to  say  to  colonel  Bee: 

1.  That  he  might  represent  in  writing  to  general 
Victoria  the  object  of  his  mission,  notin  any  public 
character,  but  as  a commissioner  from,  the  revolted 
colonists  of  Texas. 

2.  That  if  the  object  of  his  mission  was  to  ask 
the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas,  gen. 
Victoria  should  reply  that  the  government  of  the  re- 
public could  give  no  replies,  and  that  colonel  Bee 
should  be  immediately  required  to  re-embark. 

3.  That  general  Victoria  should  treat  colonel  Bee 
altogether  as  a private  individual,  but  that  he  should 
guard  his  movements,  and  prevent  all  communica- 
tion with  the  revolutionary  spirits. 

The  secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department 
should  remark  that  colonel  Bee  arrived  in  the  United 
States  packet  Woodbury,  and  that  the  United  States 
consul  at  Vera  Cruz,  delivered  his  communication 
to  general  Victoria.  These  circumstances  prove 
how  much  interest  the  United  States  government 
and  its  agents  continue  to  take  in  the  dismember- 
ment of  this  republic. 

In  consequence  of  his  instructions,  general  Victo- 
ria required  the  Texan  envoy  to  re-embark  in  the 
first  vessel  sailing  horn  Vera  Cruz.  [Globe. 

Events  in  Peru,  Bolivia  and  Chili.  Ex- 
tracts from  late  liles  of  “El  Araucano,”  published 
at  Santiago  de  Chili. 

The  province  of  Potosi,  in  the  republic  of  Boli- 
via, has  pronounced  against  the  confederation  with 
Peru,  and  the  following  declarations  have  been 
adopted  by  the  legislature: 

1.  The  Peru  Bolivia  confederation  shall  be  aban- 
doned, because  we  lose  by  it  our  independence  and 
become  a colony  of  Peru. 

2.  We  repudiate  the  authority  of  general  Santa 
Cruz,  because  he  has  used  his  power  in  a most  ty- 
rannical and  arbitrary  manner,  and  has  arrogated 
power  which  was  not  imparted  to  him. 

3.  We  nominate  general  Jose  Miguel  de  Valasco, 
as  president  of  Bolivia. 

4.  We  declare  that  Bolivia  has  not  had  the  slight- 
est part  of  the  crimes  of  general  Santa  Cruz,  com- 
mitted at  home  or  abroad. 

From  Jamaica.  By  the  John  W.  Carter,  at  New 
York,  vve  have  liles  of  Kensington.  Jamaica,  papers 
to  the  27th  June  inclusive;  they  contain  but  little  of 
interest,  however,  beyond  a repetition  of  the  exas- 
perated state  of  feeling  that  exist  between  the 
present  governor,  sir  Lionel  Smith,  and  his  support- 
ers and  the  planters  of  the  island. 

The  governor  and  the  magistrates  are  charged  with 
conspiring  against  the  general  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  parson  Knabb,  who  threatened  some  time 
since  to  head  a mob  of  blacks,  is  still  active  in  his 
mischief.  Pie  has  published  an  article  wherein  he 
terms  the  whites  of  Jamaica  calumniators,  thieves, 
infidels,  women-fioggers,  &c.  The  governor  has 
prosecuted  the  editor  of  the  Despatch  for  a libel,  in 
republishing  from  the  New  York  Albion,  an  article 
cautioning  the  governor  against  letting  loose  the 
public  felons,  convicts,  &c. 

By  a recent  statement  it  appears  that  the  island 
contains  35,000  white  inhabitants,  100,000  free  co- 
lored and  31 1,000  newly  emancipaled  apprentices. 
There  are  135,000,  white  and  black  included,  who 
can  vote,  and  the  emancipated  are  acquiring  free- 
hold; giving  a decided  contradiction  to  the  statement 
in  the  house  of  commons,  ol  there  being  but  5,000 
whites  on  the  island. 

The  annexed  we  find  in  the  New  York  Star: 

The  Jamaica  Standard  gives  alarming  accounts  ol 
secret  meetings  of  free  negroes  in  Westmoreland, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety  of  adop- 
ting the  desperate  course  of  “fighting  lor  their  houses 
and  grounds!”  The  same  paper  says  that  the  whites 
will  have  to  resort  to  self-defence,  as  the  govern- 
ment have  neglected  to  provide  arms  and  ammunition 
for  the  towns.  In  reviewing  matters  in  Jamaica,  we 
should  not  be  at  all  surprised  to  hear  of  a general 
massacre  of  the  whites  throughout  the  island,  worse 
than  that  of  St.  Domingo,  it  is  very  clear  that  the 
planters  are  desperate,  seeing  themselves  plundered 
and  impoverished,  and  that  they  would  meet  death 
with  firmness  as  a relief  to  their  sufferings. 

Sir  Lionel  Smith  is  accused  of  having  suppressed 
important  information  to  the  government  at  home. 
In  evidence  to  this  vve  find  the  following  report  ol 
justice  Wills,  dated  as  far  back  as  September  9, 
1838,  but  not  despatched  by  sir  Lionel,  till  January 


5,  1839.  The  report  of  justice  Wills  contains  this 
passage: 

“It  appears  scarcely  one-third  of  the  late  appren- 
tices have  returned  to  their  work,  and  I regret  to  say 
they  are  not  performing  labor  continuously. 

“There  is  only  one  property  where  the  whole  of 
the  late  apprentices  are  at  work.” 

A subject  of  much  excitement  at  the  moment  is 
that  of  restricting  the  negroes  to  limited  portions  of 
ground.  This  the  government  oppose.  A planter 
writes:  “I  repeat  again,  take  away  their  grounds” — 
that  is  to  say,  the  grounds  where  a negro  plants  corn, 
cocoes,  yams,  &c.  for  sale,  instead  of  giving  his  la- 
bor for  hire,  to  make  sugar,  or  the  staple  commodity 
of  the  property  he  lives  on.  Leave  the  negro  la- 
borer his  house  and  small  garden,  with  his  fruit 
trees — say  one  rood,  and  no  more,  around  his  house, 
and  no  where  else — then  he  must  work  for  hire, 
money  wages,  and  his  maintainance.” 

The  government  party  were  rejoicing  in  the  anti- 
cipation of  the  passage  by  parliament,  of  the  Ja- 
maica bill. 

The  court  martial.  We  understand  that  the 
United  States  court  martial,  now  in  session,  in  this 
city,  for  the  trial  of  major  Brant,  of  the  U.  S.  army, 
has  completed  the  examination  of  the  testimony  on 
the  part  of  the  government,  and  have  entered  upon 
the  examination  of  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  ac- 
cused. The  major,  we  are  informed,  has  dispensed 
with  the  testimony  of  one  witness  in  Florida,  and 
we  therefore  presume  that  the  investigation  will  be 
closed  sooner  than  was  anticipated. 

[St.  Louis  Republican. 

U.  S.  mint  at  New  Orleans.  The  New  Or- 
leans Bee  of  the  15th  inst.  contains  the  following: 

Thomas  Slidell,  esq.  the  United  States  district  at- 
torney, lelt  the  city  on  Friday  last  for  Washington, 
carrying  with  him  the  record  of  an  investigation 
which  has  been  going  on,  night  and  day,  for  more 
than  a month,  at  the  mint,  during  which  many  cu- 
rious facts  came  to  light.  Mr.  Slidell  conducted  the 
investigation  on  the  part  of  the  government,  judge 
Woodruff  and  Win.  D.  Boyle,  esq.  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  other  officers. 

Illinois.  There  are,  as  we  learn  from  the 
Louisville  Journal,  two  important  constitutional 
questions  before  (he  supreme  court  of  Illinois,  now 
in  session  at  Springfield.  One  is  in  regard  to  the 
tenure  of  the  office  of  secretary  of  state,  and  the 
power  of  the  governor  to  appoint  where  there  is  no 
vacancy;  in  other  words,  to  remove  the  incumbent 
at  pleasure.  The  other  is  whether  foreigners  not 
naturalized  have  the  right  of  voting  under  the  con- 
stitution. The  latter  question  comes  up  under  a 
difficulty  growing  out  of  the  adoption  of  the  town 
charter  of  Galena. 

Bread  stuffs.  The  Pittsburg  Gazette  of  Mon- 
day afternoon  states  that  flour  was  selling  there  on 
that  day  at  $3  50  per  barrel.  In  some  parts  of 
Ohio,  it  is  added,  wheat  had  fallen  within  three  or 
four  weeks  past  from  $1  50  down  to  75  cents  per 
bushel.  At  Louisville,  it  will  be  seen,  wheat  was 
selling  at  75  cents,  but  it  was  expected  to  fall  to  62J 
cents.  The  certainty  of  abundant  crops  has  occa- 
sioned this  great  decline  in  prices. 

In  the  Baltimore  market,  new  wheat  continues 
to  come  in  very  sparingly.  The  supplies  do  not 
yet  equal  the  demand,  and  common  to  best  reds 
command  $1  20  to  $1  30  per  bushel.  The  stock 
of  flour  of  all  descriptions  in  market  is  considerably 
under  10,000  barrels.  City  mills  held  at  $6  50; 
Ploward  street,  $5  S7-J-.  [Ball.  Amcr.  of  yesterday. 

New  York  canals.  The  toils  collected  on  the 
New  York  state  canals  during  the  first  week  in  July 
in  each  of  the  five  years  past  are  as  follows: 


1835, 

$3o.  4/3 

1836, 

41,495 

1837, 

30,721 

1838, 

33,682 

1839, 

39,764 

Showing  an  excess  in  1839  over  1838  of  $1,082, 
and  an  excess  in  1836  over  1839  of  $1,731. 

The  tolls  collected  on  the  New  York  state  canals 
during  the  second  w'eek  in  July  of  each  of  the  five 
past  years  are  as  follows,  viz: 

1835, 

1836, 

1837, 

1838, 

1839, 

Wheat  and  flour.  The  wheat  and  flour  ar- 
riving at  the  Hudson  river  in  this  and  the  preceding 
year,  during  the  first  two  weeks  in  July,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 


$36,432  06 
43,906  S3 
29,421  04 
37,726  71 
32,733  59 


Bush,  wheat.  Bbls.  flour. 

1838,  34,537  58,846 

1839,  S,134  33,800 

Showing  a falling  off  of  26,403,  and  20,046 

Being  together  equal  to  a falling  off  of  25,326 
barrels  of  flour  in  two  weeks. 

The  total  arrival  at  the  Hudson  river  in  this 
and  the  preceding  year,  up  to  the  14th  July,  is  as 
follows: 

1838,  361,366  bbls.  flour. 

1839,  332,866 


Showing  a falling  off  of  28,500  “ 

In  the  arrival  at  the  Hudson  river,  notwithstand- 
ing there  was  up  to  the  14th  June,  an  increase  ot 
$5S,527  barrels  in  the  quantity  of  wheat  and  flour 
coming  in  at  Buffalo  from  Ohio,  Michigan  and  Illi- 
nois, over  the  former  year.  [Argus. 

Flour.  The  wheat  harvest,  as  far  north  as 
Maryland  inclusive,  is  already  in;  and  notwith- 
standing some  local  exceptions,  particularly  in  lower 
Virginia,  it  is  on  the  whole  one  of  the  richest  that 
ever  was  gathered.  There  is  every  prospect  of  a 
similar  result  in  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  Ohio, 
Michigan,  and  other  grain  growing  states;  so  that 
we  may  safely  calculate  upon  a large  surplus  for 
exportation,  and  that  the  price  of  flour  will  be  re- 
gulated by  what  it  is  worth  for  that  purpose.  This 
will  depend,  in  part,  upon  the  scantiness  or  plenli- 
fulness  of  the  crops  in  other  countries.  By  the  last 
accounts,  the  wheat  prospects  were  good  in  Eng- 
land, and  we  have  seen,  as  yet,  no  intimation  of 
short  crops  any  where  except  in  Chili.  But  at  all 
events,  we  shall  find  a demand  for  flour  in  the  West 
Indies  and  South  America,  which  we  can  supply  if 
we  will  do  it  cheap  enough;  and  with  reference  to 
the  effect  on  exchanges,  itisnot  material  where  the 
flour  goes  to,  if  only  it  goes  at  all.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  short  crops  of  1837  and  1838,  we  exported 
in  the  twelve  months  ending  30th  September  last, 
flour  lo  the  value  of  $3,603,29 9.  During  the  year 
to  come  we  see  not  why  we  cannot  export  to  the 
value  of  $10,000,090,  unless  some  unlooked  for 
disaster  should  befal  the  crop  in  the  middle  and 
northern  states.  The  effect  of  this  upon  our  ex- 
changes will  be  sensibly  felt.  Added  to  1,600,000 
bales  of  cotton  (which  (he  next  crop  will  probably 
realise)  it  will  turn  exchanges  decidedly  in  our  fa- 
vor, unless  we  go  lo  importing  too  freely,  which  we 
are  apt  to  do  whenever  we  begin  to  feel  strong. — 
When  exchanges  become  favorable,  the  pressure 
upon  the  money  market  will  cease,  as  there  will 
then  be  no  motive  for  the  exportation  of  specie,  and 
consequently  the  banks  will  be  more  free  with  their 
discounts.  [IV.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

New  kind  of  wheat.  The  Charleston,  Va. 
Press  says,  “a  new  kind  of  wheat,  of  superior 
quality,  and  which  yields  much  more  abundantly 
than  any  hitherto  raised  in  that  county,  has  been 
cut  the  present  harvest  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  John 
Wysong,  near  Shepherdsfovvn.  Mr.  W.  obtained 
the  seed  from  Mr.  Stonebraker  of  Maryland,  who 
became  in  possession  of  a small  quantity  by  acci- 
dent, two  or  three  years  since.  From  three  bushels 
and  three  pecks  sown  by  Mr.  W.  on  ground  not  the 
most  favorable  part  of  his  farm  for  wheat,  he  will, 
it  is  thought,  have  a yield  of  at  least  125  bushels— 
some  competent  judges  say  150  bushels.  The 
heads  are  very  large,  and  contain  many  more  grains 
than  the  heads  of  wheat  now  generally  grown  in 
Jefferson  county.  It  attracts  much  attention,  and 
is  evidently  a new  and  very  superior  kind  of  wheat, 
well  worthy  the  attention  ol  farmers.  In  a favor- 
able season,  and  land  not  unfavorable  lo  the  pro- 
duction of  wheat,  it  is  believed  it  will  always  yield 
from  40  to  50  bushels  per  acre.” 

On  the  above,  the  Baltimore  American  remarks: — 
We  have  received  some  additional  particulars  re- 
specting this  new  kind  of  wheat.  It  is  called  the  rock 
wheal,  from  the  circumstance,  that  some  two  or  three 
years  ago  a single  head  of  wheat,  of  peculiarly  large 
size  and  product  was  seen  growingby  itself  from  11)6 
crevice  of  a rock  in  a wheat  field  The  head  was 
carefully  preserved  and  the  grain  sown,  and  from 
it  has  been  produced  the  few  parcels  which  were 
sown  last  year  by  different  gentlemen.  Two  of 
these  parcels  found  their  way  to  Baltimore,  and  on 
account  of  their  remarkably  fine  quality  and  the  ac- 
companying assurance  of  their  productive  charac- 
ter, were  bought  for  seed  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
per  bushel.  They  were  sown  in  the  vicinity  of  our 
city  early  in  October  last,  and  we  are  now  enabled 
to  "state  the  result  of  the  experiment  as  made  by  one 
of  the  gentlemen,  Mr.  Joel  Vickers.  Three  and  a 
half  acres  of  rich,  well  prepared  ground,  have  been 
found  to  produce  at  the  rate  of  forty-seben  bushels  to 
the  acre.  The  quality  of  the  grain  is  excellent,  and 
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many  of  the  heads  were  found  to  contain  forty-five 
grains  of  wheat.  Although  it  is  admitted  that,  when 
the  character  of  the  land  and  the  favorableness  of 
the  season  are  considered,  ordinary  grain  would 
have  produced  a full  yield,  yet  the  extraordinary 
product  just  stated  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Vickers,  as 
well  as  in  that  quoted  from  the  Charlestown  Press, 
proves  that  the  rock  wheat  is  a valuable  species,  and 
well  merits  the  notice  of  wheat  growers. 

Remains  of  soldiers  of  the  revolution. 
From  the  National  Gazette.  The  graves  of  several 
revolutionary  soldiers  who  fell  near  Philadelphia  by 
the  arms  ol  the  enemy,  were  mentioned  by  us  re- 
cently in  an  editorial  paragraph,  and  a suggestion 
was  made  of  the  propriety  of  collecting  the  remains 
of  the  gallant  dead  in  this  vicinity,  and  erecting  a 
monument  to  their  memory.  A correspondent  in 
the  annexed  letter  answers  several  questions  satis- 
factorily concerning  the  burial  place  of  certain  pa- 
triots of  ’76. 

Philadelphia,  July  12,  1839. 

To  the  editors  of  the  National  Gazette: 

Gentlemen:  Begging  you  to  excuse  an  anonymous 
communication,  a reader  of  your  paper  of  yester- 
day would  respectfully  state,  that  major  Witherspoon 
was  buried  at  Beggarstown,  (now  called  Franklin- 
ville  by  its  delicate  inhabitants),  above  German- 
town, in  the  grave  yard  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
(St.  Michael’s),  of  which  the  rev.  Mr.  Richards  is 
pastor.  General  Nash  was  riding  at  the  head  of  his 
brigade,  and  had  arrived  in  front  of  the  grave  yard 
above  mentioned,  when  a ball  struck  his  leg,  broke 
it,  and  passing  on,  dashed  out  the  brains  of  the  ma- 
jor, who  was  "acting  as  his  aid.  At  the  middle  ot 
that  portion  of  the"  yard  which  is  in  front  of  the 
church,  about  three  paces  to  the  left  of  the  gravel 
walk,  (facing  towards  the  church),  stands  ahead- 
stone  which  bears  the  following  inscription: 

Here  lies  the  body  of 
major  James  Witherspoon, 
of  the  Jersey  brigade, 
who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Germantown, 
October  4,  1777. 

The  writer  has  been  informed  by  a gentleman 
now  residing  in  Germantown,  to  whom  the  public 
are  indebted  for  valuable  historical  contributions, 
that  captain  Turner,  of  North  Carolina,  and  major 
Irwine,  lie  together  with  six  men,  in  one  grave,  at 
the  east  corner  of  the  upper  burial  ground  of  Ger- 
mantown, which  adjoins  the  Concord  school  house. 

The  following  extract  is  from  an  article  publish- 
ed in  the  Germantown  Telegraph  of  March  13th, 
1839,  (credited  to  the  Southern  Literary  Messen- 
ger). 

“The  remains  of  this  gifted  and  accomplished 
soldier  (gen.  Mercer)  now  sleep  in  Christ  churgh 
yard  at  Philadelphia.  Impelled  by  filial  love,  his 
youngest  son,  in  the  year  1817,  sought  his  place  of 
interment.  The  venerable  Mr.  Dolby,  who  had  at- 
tended the  funeral  was  still  the  sexton,  and  assisted 
in  the  pious  search;  and  near  the  grave  on  the  south- 
ern side  of  the  brick  enclousure  were  faintly  inscrib- 
ed the  letters  “Gl.  M.”  A plain  and  unadorned 
marble  slab  now  marks  the  grave,  bearing  the  sim- 
ple yet  expressive  epitaph: 

“In  memory  of  gen.  Hugh  Mercer,  who  fell  at 
Princeton,  January  3d,  1777.” 

An  old  soldier.  At  the  celebration  of  the  4th 
of  July,  at  Cedarville,  Cumberland  county,  N.  J.  a 
short  address  was  delivered  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Osborn, 
iu  which  he  related  many  events,  with  which  he 
was  familiar  in  the  revolution  while  serving  his 
country  as  private  soldier.  He  spoke  of  his  being 
in  New  York  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  and  of  his 
hearing  in  the  afternoon  the  roaring  of  the  cannon 
from  the  battery — and  the  reason  assigned  for  the 
demonstration  of  joy  was  that  congress  had  that  day 
declared  “that  we  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be  tree 
and  independent  states.”  The  rehearsal  of  past  dan- 
gers and  successes  seemed  to  enkindle  afresh  in  this 
“soldier  of  the  revolution”  all  the  ardor  and  patriot- 
ism of  his  youthful  days. 

The  rev.  ftlr.  O.  is  pastorof  the  Fairfield  Presby- 
terian congregation,  and  has  filled  that  station,  be- 
loved and  respected  by  people  of  all  denominations 
—in  fact  we  might  say  by  every  body — for  near 
half  a century.  He  is,  we  believe,  considerably 
past  three  score  years  and  ten,  and  retains  all  his 
mental  and  bodily  faculties  to  an  astonishing  degree; 
and  is  truly  an  old  soldier.  He  is  one  of  the  few 
connecting  links  that  bind  the  present  with  the  past 
that  is  yet  suffered  to  remain  with  us.  A few  diur- 
nal journeys  of  the  resplendent  orb  of  day,  and  the 
last  link  of  the  chain  will  be  broken. 

[IV.  Jersey  paper. 

Naval.  The  U.  S.  ship  Natchez,  B.  Page,  com- 
mander, arrived  at  New  York  on  Tuesday  last  from 


a cruise  of  several  years  in  the  West  Indies  and 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  last  cruise  was  among 
the  West  India  islands.  She  left  Pensacola  on  the 
29th  ult.  and  proceeded  as  far  to  the  windward  as 
St.  Bart’s.  The  Natchez  has  brought  home  a num- 
ber of  officers,  seamen  and  marines  of  the  squadron 
ofcommodure  Shubrick;  most  of  the  officers,  we 
believe,  have  returned  for  the  purpose  ot  facilitating 
or  obtaining  their  promotion,  and  most  ot  the  sea- 
men and  marines  in  consequence  of  their  terms  hav- 
ing expired.  List  of  the  officers  of  the  Natchez:  Ben- 
jamin Page,  esq.  commander;  John  D.  Wright,  1st 
lieutenant;  J.  M.  Berrien,  2d  do.;  A.  C.  Maury,  3d 
do;  Stephen  Decatur,  acting  4th  do.;  J.D.J.  Mas- 
ton,  acting  master;  George  Blackwell,  surgeon; 
Sterret  Ramsay,  esq  purser;  J.  Thompson  Mason, 
assistant  surgeon;  midshipmen' — N.  E.  Collins,  Mar- 
rast,  Brown,  Planlou,  Morgan  and  Bissell;  V . Hall, 
boatswain;  John  D.  Benthall,  gunner;  J.  White- 
man,  sailmaker;  E.  Leedon,  purser’s  steward. 

Passengers — J.  Miner,  esq.  of  Virginia;  S.  Yard, 
U.  S.  Navy 

Pensacola,  July  13.  The  United  States  schooner 
Otsego,  lieut.  Shubrick,  arrived  here  on  Monday 
last  from  Key  West.  The  Otsego  is  one  ot  the 
small  craft  fitted  out  to  operate  on  the  Peninsula 
against  the  Indians. 

In  our  last  was  contained  a hasty  and  imperfect 
notice  of  the  difference  in  relation  to  a point  of  pro- 
fessional etiquette  which  had  occured  between  the 
commanders  of  the  French  and  American  squadrons. 
As  was  stated  in  the  article  alluded  to,  after  the  ex- 
change of  national  salutes,  commodore  Shubrick 
paid  a visit  to  admiral  Baudin  on  board  the  Nereide. 
He  was  not  received  with  the  usual  salute  ot  guns; 
in  consequence  of  which  he  addressed  a note  to  the 
admiral,  inquiring  why  he  failed  to  accord  to  him 
the  honors  to  which  he  was  entitled  as  a comman- 
der-in-chief. An  elaborate  correspondence  ensued 
on  the  subject  of  etiquette,  which  was  conducted  in 
the  most  temperate  manner,  and  terminated  without 
producing  any  unpleasant  feelings.  We  by  no 
means  intended,  as  some  persons  seem  most  gratui- 
tously to  suppose,  to  impute  any  want,  on  the  part 
of  com.  Shubrick,  of  courtesy  to  the  French  admi- 
ral. On  the  contrary,  we  understood  at  the  time 
that  com.  Shubrick  visited  the  French  admiral  not 
so  much  with  the  expectation  of  receiving  the  sa- 
lute which  he  deemed  due  to  his  rank  as  the  com- 
mander of  an  American  squadron,  as  with  the  de- 
termination to  leave  unperformed  no  act  of  courtesy 
which  could  possibly  be  expected  of  him. 

The  United  States  schooner  Shark,  lieut.  com. 
Bigelow,  bound  to  the  Pacific,  went  to  sea  from 
Hampton  Roads  on  Monday. 

A long  sixty-eight  pound  gun,  intended  to  throw 
Paixhan  shot,  has  been  placed  on  board  the  United 
States  steam  frigate  Fulton,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing experiments  at  Sandy  Hook. 

The  North  Carolina  74.  Naval  apprenti- 
ces again.  The  broad  pennant  of  commodore  Bal- 
lard was  hauled  down  trom  the  North  Carolina 
yesterday,  and  the  blue  pennant  of  commodore 
Ridgeley,  commander  of  this  station,  hoisted  in  its 
place.  This  ship  is  to  be  retained  at  the  navy  an- 
chorage in  our  harbor,  where  she  now  lies,  as  a 
school  of  practice  for  naval  apprentices,  under  the 
direction  of  captain  Gallagher,  aided  by  lieutenant 
Marshal,  (late  of  the  Hudson  receiving  ship),  as 
executive  officer.  The  last  mentioned  gentleman 
has  for  sometime  had  the  superintendence  of  the 
admirable  school  for  apprentices  on  board  the  Hud- 
son. The  pupils  will  now  be  transferred  to  the 
North  Carolina,  which  it  is  believed  will  accommo- 
date a school  of  1,500.  What  a capital  nursery 
this  for  young  seamen.  There  wili  be  in  time  as 
much  competition  among  families  to  get  admission 
for  their  children  in  this  practical  navy  seminary, 
as  there  has  been  ta  obtain  a cadet’s  commission  in 
the  celebrated  military  school  at  West  Point. 

[N.  Y.  Star. 


Military  academy.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  the  five  most  distinguished  cadets  of  the 
military  academy,  in  their  respective  classes,  as 
determined  at  the  general  examination  held  at  West 
Point  during  the  month  of  June,  1839. 

First  class. 


1.  Isaac  I.  Stevens, 


Robert  J.  Butler, 
Henry  W.  Halleck, 
Jeremy  F.  Gilmer, 
Henry  L.  Smith, 


2, 

3. 

4. 

5. 

1. 

2, 

3. 

4. 

5.  William  Gilhain, 


of  Massachusetts, 
of  Virginia, 
of  New  York, 
of  North  Carolina, 
of  Maine. 


Second  class. 


Paul  O.  Hebert, 
Wm.  P.  Jones, 
John  McNutt, 
Chas.  P.  Kinsbury, 


of  Louisiana, 
of  Virginia, 
of  Ohio. 

of  Norlh  Carolina, 
of  Indiana. 


Third  class. 

1.  Zealous  B.  Tower,  of  Massachusetts. 

2.  Ploratio  G.  Wright,  of  Connecticut. 

3.  Masillon  Harrison,  of  Virginia. 

4.  Smith  Stansbury,  of  Maryland, 

5.  Josiah  Gorgas,  of  New  York. 

Fourth  class. 

1.  Henry  L.  Eustis,  of  Massachusetts. 

2.  John  D.  Kurtz,  of  District  of  Columbia. 

3.  George  W.  Rains,  of  Alabama. 

4.  Win.  S.  Rosecraus,  of  Ohio. 

5.  Richard  W.  Johnston,  of  Virginia. 


Rail  road  travelling.  The  editor  ot  the 
Boston  Daily  Advertiser  holds  the  following  lan- 
guage with  reference  to  the  rate  of  travelling  on  rail 
roads  in  this  country  and  in  England: 

We  believe  that  experience  on  the  good  rail 
roads  in  this  country  has  shown,  that  a rate  of 
twenty  miles  an  hour,  exclusive  of  the  time  allow- 
ed for  the  regular  stops,  is  easily  maintainable,  on 
an  extended  line;  but  that  a much  greater  speed 
than  this  cannot  be  advantageously  maintained, 
without  considerable  additional  expense,  and  great- 
er hazard  of  occasional  derangement  of  the  regular 
system.  This  derangement  is  a more  serious  in- 
convenience on  a line  of  rail  road  consisting  oi  a 
single  track  than  on  one  which  is  double,  like  the 
principal  rail  roads  in  England. 

We  learn  from  a statement  in  a late  London  pa- 
per, that  a change  has  lately  been  made,  in  the 
hours  and  rates  of  the  running  of  the  mail  trains, 
on  the  London  and  Birmingham  rail  road,  by  which 
they  are  made  to  travel  the  distance  of  116|-  miles, 
in  five  hours;  and — deducting  25  minutes  for  four 
stops — 4 hours  25  minutes,  travelling  time.  This 
is  equal  to  25j  miles  an  hour  including  stops.  This 
is  a greater  degree  of  speed  than  is  regularly  re- 
alized within  our  knowledge  on  any  rail  road  in  this 
country,  though  not  greater  than  is  frequently  at- 
tained in  single  journeys;  and  this  regular  rate  we 
presume  would  be  practicable  unless  with  the  ha- 
zard of  frequent  failures,  only  on  a double  road, 
where  the  movements  of  the  train  are  not  confined, 
by  the  necessity  of  meeting  at  particular  points. 

It  appears  from  the  statement  above  referred  to, 
that  there  is  a clay  and  night  mail,  from  London  to 
Birmingham  and  Liverpool.  The  day  mail  leaves 
the  Euston  Grove  station,  in  London,  at  hall  past  9 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  arrives  at  Birmingham 
in  5 hours. 

The  night  mail  leaves  Euston  Grove  at  half  past 
8,  P.  M.  and  completes  the  journey  to  Birmingham 
in  five  hours  and  a half. 

The  Wilmington  and  Raleigh  rail  road  company, 
have  just  placed  another  passenger  car  upon  their 
road. 

And  the  Petersburg,  Richmond  and  Fredericks- 
burg companies  have  also  been  obliged  to  extend 
their  means  of  accommodation.  Travelling  on  the 
inland  route  has  greatly  increased,  and  is  increas- 
ing. 

A new  locomotive  engine,  constructed  by'  M. 
Arnault,  was  tried  a lew  days  since  at  St.  Gande, 
on  a rail  road  formed  in  curves  so  abrupt  and  mul- 
tiplied, as  to  amount  almost  to  a zigzag  line.  The 
means  of  traveising  a recurrence  of  sinuosities,  has 
long  been  a problem  with  the  constructors  of  rail 
roads.  The  experiment  in  question  was  made  on 
a large  scale  with  several  wagons  and  upwards  of 
30  passengers. 


Rail  roads.  The  British  consul  in  New  Yoik 
has  published  a card  stating  that  a committee  of  the 
British  parliament  has  been  appointed  to  report  on 
railways,  and  in  order  to  render  such  report  valua- 
ble, it  is  intended  not  only  to  embrace  all  the  rail 
roads  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but  also  the  rail- 
ways in  the  United  States  of  North  America,  iu 
operation  or  in  progress  of  construction;  and  that, 
with  a view  to  acquiring  such  information,  a num- 
ber of  queries  have  been  transmitted  by  the  British 
secretary  of  state  to  the  consuls  in  the  United  States. 
These  queries  ask  for  the  length,  (he  dimensions, 
cost,  &c.  of  each  road,  the  kind  of  power  used,  the 
speed  per  hour,  the  number  of  passengers  and 
amount  of  freight  conveyed,  the  rates  of  charge,  ex- 
pense of  moving  power,  and  in  fact,  every  particular 
connected  with  the  construction  and  operation  of 
rail  roads.  \_Balt.  olmer. 

Improvement  of  ti-ie  Ohio  river.  From  the 
Pittsburgh  Gazette  of  July  1 . This  noble  stream, 
which  is  the  main  artery  of  the  trade  of  at  least  ten 
states  of  this  union,  was  fated  last  year  to  sink  very 
much  in  the  public  estimation  of  its  value.  The 
extraordinary  drought,  which  parched  vegetation 
and  dried  up  the  streams  in  every  section  of  the 
union,  did  not  spare  this  beautiful  river.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  the  plying  of  our  noble  steamers 
was  arrested,  and  immense  trade  of  the  country 
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along  the  Ohio,  and  that  supplied  by  it,  was  la- 
boriously and  inadequately  carried  on  by  keel 
boats,  &c.  The  difficulties  and  disappointments 
this  produced,  excited  general  attention  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  the  noble  Ohio  was  stripped  of  all  the  ho- 
nors which  twenty  years  of  faithful  service  had 
earned,  and  the  project  of  a canal  along  its  banks, 
even  to  Cincinnati,  was  seriously  discussed  in  some 
quarters. 

Another  year  has  come  round;  it  is  now  the  first 
of  July,  1839,  and  it  will  be  seen  the  river  is  now 
in  very  fine  condition,  and  since  Saturday  steam- 
boats have  arrived  from  New  Orleans,  the  Arkansas 
river,  St.  Louis,  Franklin,  on  the  Alleghany  river, 
and  Brownsville  on  the  Monongahela. 

This  morning  various  boats  are  delivering  their 
cargoes,  accumulated  at  various  points  in  the  great 
valley,  while  others  are  taking  in  what  freight  can 
be  collected,  to  be  delivered  ai  various  points  above 
and  below  us. 

The  Ohio  has  now  been  navigable,  without  inter- 
ruption, for  almost  five  months,  and  during  that 
time  from  six  to  nine  hunderd  steamboats,  with 
their  various  cargoes,  have  arrived  here  from  the 
most  distant  ports — from  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony 
on  the  north,  New  Orleans  on  the  south,  from  Peo- 
ria on  the  Illinois,  Delphi  at  the  head  of  the  Wa- 
bash, and  various  other  widely  separated  rivers  and 
towns.  As  many,  or  probably  more,  have  depart- 
ed, freighted  with  the  products  of  our  own  and 
foreign  countries,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  ra- 
pidly' increasing  millions  of  our  fellow  citizens  be- 
tween our  city,  the  Rocky  Mountains  on  the  west, 
the  British  possessions  on  the  north,  and  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  on  the  south. 

This  much  has  the  Ohio  already  done  for  us  this 
season,  and  it  is  uncertain  how  much  longer  it  may 
continue  to  serve  us;  but  what  has  been  done  may 
well  be  set  off  against  the  failure,  the  unprecedent- 
ed failure  of  last  year,  and  should  regain  to  our 
noble  river  that  high  ground  in  public  estimation 
which,  prior  to  last  summer,  it  enjoyed. 

The  two  seasons  together,  one  of  drought,  the 
other  of  a good  stage  of  water,  are  calculated  to 
attract  public  attention  to  the  value  of  this  great 
channel  of  trade,  and  to  the  importance  of  some 
improvement  of  it;  not  certainly  by  spending  mil- 
lions in  making  a canal  or  rail  road  along  its  banks, 
but  by  such  alterations  as  can  be  effected  by  the 
expenditure  of  a few  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

British  North  American  possessions.  The 
Canada  papers  mention  that  the  British  government  is 
making  active  preparations  for  the  erection  of  strong 
i'orlificalions  at  various  points  in  its  North  American 
provinces.  For  instance,  Bermuda  is  to  be  strong- 
ly fortified,  permanent  barracks  are  to  be  built  at 
Jlanraiie  with  stone  towers  to  defend  them,  Martel- 
lo  towers  are  to  be  erected  at  Montreal.  Fort  Wel- 
lington at  Prescott  is  to  be  completed.  Fighting 
Island  is  to  be  fortified,  and  government  has  pur- 
chased several  pieces  of  land  in  various  parts  of  the 
suburbs  of  Kingston,  with  a view  of  commencing 
public  works  for  its  defence,  on  a very  large  scale. 
It  has  been  erroneously  supposed  that  these  mea- 
sures have  connection  with  anticipated  difficulties 
with  the  United  States,  but  the  true  explanation  of 
them,  in  our  opinion,  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact, 
that  they  are  deemed  indispensable  to  Ihe  preser- 
vation of  the  power  of  the  mother  country  against 
the  outbreaks  of  her  own  discontented  subjects 
in  the  provinces.  The  presence  of  a strong  mili- 
tary force,  distributed  at  suitable  fortified  points, 
may  enable  the  British  government  t:>  maintain  its 
.rule  over  the  Canadas  for  many  years  to  come,  but 
without  such  precautions  these  provinces  would  at 
a much  earlier  day  break  up  the  existing  relations. 

[Hallo.  American. 

The  judge,  the  sailors,  and  the  land- 
sharks.  On  Saturday,  judge  Story  delivered  an 
opinion  in  the  circuit  court,  in  a case  involving 
claims  for  salvage.  The  reporter  of  the  Boston  Ad- 
vertiser, alluding  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  claims 
had  been  bought  of  the  sailors  on  speculation,  re- 
marks: 

Judge  Story  directed  the  clerk  to  take  no  notice 
■whatever  of  any  assignments,  but  to  pay  over  the 
money,  in  all  cases,  to  the  persons  to  whom  it  was 
awarded,  or  those  to  whom  they  or  their  counsel  re- 
quested it  to  be  paid.  His  honor  remarked  that 
seamen,  of  all  men,  were  the  most  imposed  upon, 
and  their  landlords  and  others  would  often  contrive 
to  chfeat  them,  not  only  out  of  their  money,  but  also, 
and  more  easily,  of  any  claims  they  might  have  for 
future  remuneration.  He  did  not  know  but  the  peo- 
ple, who  had  obtained  assignments  in  this  case  were 
honest  enough,  but  his  experience  in  like  cases, 
and  his  knowledge  of  the  character  of  seamen,  made 
him  distrust  every  tiling  of  the  kind,  and  induced 
him  to  make  the  rule  inflexible,  that  money  must 


be  paid  to  the  claimants  themselves,  or  to  respon- 
sible members  of  the  bar  for  them,  or  to  the  persons 
they  directed  at  the  time  the  money  was  decreed. 
It  was  whispered  in  the  bar  that  many  of  these 
claims  had  been  bought  up  for  a mere  song,  and 
the  clerk  said  he  had  received  notice  of  three  as- 
signments that  morning,  one  of  them  without  any 
date. 

Desecration  of  the  monument  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson. We  were  very  much  surprised  to  see 
during  a late  visit  to  the  grave  of  Mr.  Jei.erson,  that 
the  granite  monument  has  been  much  mutilated  and 
broken  by  visiters;  and  that  the  marble  slab  over  the 
grave  of  his  wife  has  also  been  broken.  We  trust 
the  good  people  of  the  United  States,  who  travel 
here  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  place  where  (he 
body  of  this  immortal  man  is  laid,  will  desist  from 
thus  desecrating  this  monument.  We  consider  it 
worse  than  sacrilege  to  be  breaking  in  pieces  a mo- 
nument erected  over  the  ashes  of  one  of  the  most  il- 
lustrious statesmen  and  patriots.  We  never  should 
dare  exhibit  as  a relic,  even  the  smallest  particle  of 
stone  which  we  had  been  guilty  of  breaking  from 
the  monument  of  the  sage  of  Monticello.  More 
than  1,000  strangers  annually  visit  the  grave  of  Mr. 
Jefferson.  We  hope  for  the  future,  that  all  visiters 
will  desist  from  like  depredations. 

The  editors  in  the  United  States  can  put  a stop  to 
this  evil,  by  cautioning  the  people  against  it,  and  we 
hope  they  will  do  so.  [ Charlottesville  Rep. 

Bates  Cooke.  A new  work  has  just  been  pub- 
lished by  J.  De  Veaux,  esq.  ol  Niagara  falls,  to 
aid  the  tourist  in  his  examination  of  the  falls, 
whirlpool,  &e.  8cc.  which  among  other  interesting 
matter,  contains  the  following  characteristic  anec- 
dote of  our  present  state  comptroller.  The  Argus 
calls  Mr.  Cooke  a “federalist.”  Let  those  who 
read  the  subjoined  anecdote  tell  us  of  vrhat  Mr. 
Cooke’s  “federalism”  consists. 

AN  ESCAPE  FROM  INDIANS. 

“Though  few  the  numbers — theirs  the  strife, 

That  neither  spares  nor  seeks  for  life.” 

Another  incident,  which  occurred  on  the  memor- 
able invasion  before  alluded  to,  took  place  on  the 
Ridge  road,  a few  miles  east  of  Mr.  Molynettx’s 
public  house.  The  roads  had  been  deeply  broken 
tip,  and  were  frozen  in  that  state,  and  it  was  impos- 
sible to  proceed  with  wagons;  a very  little  snow 
enabled  the  inhabitants  slowly  to  move  along  with 
sleighs.  They  were  fleeing  from  a relentless  and 
cruel  enemy.  The  rear  of  the  fugitives  was 
brought  up  by  a two  horse  sleigh,  driven  by  a 
young  man,  who  was  walking  by  the  side  of  his 
horses.  In  the  sleigh  lay  his  brother,  who,  one 
week  before  had  had  his  leg  amputated  just  below 
the  thigh.  His  condition  was  very  feeble,  and  to 
proceed  rapidly,  rough  as  the  roads  then  were, 
would  have  been  death  to  him.  There  was  no  al- 
ternative, but  to  continue  the  moderate  space  at 
which  they  were  moving.  The  driver  was  armed 
with  a rifle.  At  that,  and  distrustfully  behind  him, 
he  alternately  looked;  for  he  knew  the  foe  was 
near  at  hand.  At  length,  Ihe  war  whoop,  with  its 
accompanying  yells,  broke  upon  their  ears.  The 
disabled  brother  besought  the  other  to  leave  him  to 
his  late,  and  by  flight  to  save  his  own  life. 

“No,”  he  replied,  “ifwe  are  to  die  we  will  per- 
ish together.”  The  party  of  Indians  that  pursued 
them  were  in  full  sight;  and  one,  far  in  advance  of 
the  others,  called  to  them  to  stop,  making  threaten- 
ing gestures,  and  raising  liis  rifle.  With  the  same 
slow  pace  the  horses  proceeded;  the  driver  coolly 
collecting  himself  for  the  conflict,  in  which  there 
were  such  fearful  odds  against  him.  The  Indian 
sprang  forward,  and  was  within  a few  paces  of  the 
sleigh,  when  theyoung  man  suddenly  turning  him- 
self, quickly  raised  his  rifle,  and  firing,  fatally 
wounded  his  pursuer.  The  savage  plunged  for- 
ward, fell,  and  his  body  rolled  out  of  the  road.  A 
yell  of  vengeance  from  the  bancLin  the  road,  came 
like  a knell  of  death  upon  the  Brothers.  At  that 
moment  a friendly  party  of  the  Tuscarora3  were 
seen  descending  the  adjacent  mountain;  and  the 
well  directed  fire  they  opened  upon  the  British  In- 
dians, obliged  them  precipitately  to  retire.  The 
driver  of  the  sleigh  was  the  hon.  Bates  Cooke,  and 
the  invalid  was  his  brother  Lathrop  Cooke,  esq, 
Mr.  B.  Cooke,  at  the  battle  of  Qneenston,  was  pi- 
lot of  the  boat,  that  led  the  van  on  that  occasion; 
the  boat  was  brought  to  the  exact  point  designated, 
and  the  men,  though  fired  upon  by  the  sentinel 
who  gave  the  alarm,  were  landed  without  loss. 

Military  force  of  Paris.  The  effective 
force  of  the  garrison  of  Paris,  according  to  the  Na- 
tional, is  shortly  to  be  increased  by  a regiment  of 
cavalry.  This  reinforcement  is  urgent.  1 ts  ne- 
cessity has  been  shown,  we  are  told,  not  by  the 
official  administration  of  the  war  department, 


which  is  forbidden  to  inlerfere  in  any  but  matlers 
connected  with  accounts  and  correspondence,  but 
by  the  grand  military  council  silting  at  Ihe  chateau. 
All  the  barracks  ol  the  capital,  acids  the  National, 
are  crammed  with  soldiers  from  top  to  bottom;  the 
old  one,  as  well  as  those  constructed  since  1830, 
and  the  extensive  fabrics  lately  purchased  for  the 
same  purpose,  are  already  inadequate  for  the  ac- 
commodations of  the  garrison.  It  would  be  in 
consequence  difficult  to  provide  lodgings  for  this 
reinforcement  of  cavalry.  But  the  Pavilion  Mar- 
san  cavalierly  solves  difficulties  of  this  kind  and 
decided  that  Paris  should  be  blessed  with  a new 
barrack.  “At  this  rate,”  continues  the  National, 
“Paris  will  shortly  absorb  the  whole  array  of  the 
interior.  Every  year  the  effective  force  of  the 
troops  charged  with  its  safe  keeping,  augments  in 
an  incredible  proportion.  There  are  at  present 
within  its  walis  23  battalions  of  infantry,  three  en- 
tire regiments  of  cavalry,  four  batteries  of  artille- 
ry. two  companies  of  veterans,  and  the  horse  and 
foot  municipal  guards,  that  is  to  say,  at  least  17,000 
bayonets,  2,00(!  cavalry,  and  24  pieces  of  artillery. 
Round  Paris  we  find  a similar  accumulation  of  roi- 
'litary  force.  There  are  eight  batteries  of  artillery 
at  Vincennes:  two  regiments  of  cavalry  at  Versail- 
les, one  at  Rambouillet,  one  at  Sf.  Germain,  one  at 
Compiegne,  one  at  Melun,  one  at  Fontainbleau,  one 
at  Meaux,  See.  and  regiments  of  infantry  at  Ver- 
sailles, Ruel,  Courbevuie,  St.  Dennis.  Vincennes, 
&c.  This  is  nearly  incredible;  in  less  than  twelve 
hours  35,000  men  can  be  assembled  on  Ihe  Boule- 
vards and  quays,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  upwards 
of  50,000.  And  this  army,  more  numerous  than 
the  one  with  which  Napoleon  twice  conquered 
Italy,  is  not  deemed  sufficient  but  must  still  be  in^ 
creased. 


Vehicles.  An  English  paper,  in  order  to  show 
the  immense  traffic  in  the  streets  of  London,  says: 
On  Wednesday,  the  16th  of  January,  from  six  in 
the  morning  unlil  12  at  night,  passed  by  the  Panthe- 
on, 347  gentlemen’s  two  wheel  carriages,  935  four 
wheel,  890  omnibusses,  521  two  wheel  and  752  four 
wheel  hackney  coaches,  91  stage  coaches,  372  wa- 
gons and  drays,  1,407  light  carts  and  sundries,  total 
5,515.  By  Stafford  place,  on  Friday,  the  J81h  Ja- 
nuary, the  total  is  4,753,  out  of  which  1,213  were 
omnibusses.  On  Tuesday,  the  22nd  of  ihe  same 
month,  by  Newman  street,  the  total  was  6,992;  and 
on  Saturday,  by  Stafford  place,  the  total  is  stated  to 
be  5,943.  On  the  26th  of  January,  by  Stafford 
place,  between  the  hours  of  twelve  at  night  and  six 
in  the  morning,  gentlemen’s  two  wheel  carriages  6, 
four  wheel  ditto.  4,  one  omnibus,  hackney  carriages, 
two  wheel  82,  four  wdieel  139,  stage  coaches  2,  wa- 
gons and  drays  38,  light  carts  and  sundries  58,  total 
324.  The  greatest  number  of  genlleinen’s  four 
wheel  carriages,  and  hackney  four  wheel  ditto,  ap- 
pear to  have  passed  on  Tuesday',  the  number  of 
the  former  on  that  day  being  1,241,  and  of  Ihe  latter 
1,288. 


A gentleman  who  happened  to  be  in  New  York  a 
few  days  since,  stales  that  having  an  idle  half  hour 
on  his  hands,  he  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afiernoon, 
commenced  counting  the  vehicles  that  passed  a cer- 
lain  house  in  the  Bowery.  The  result  in  thirty- 
nine  minutes,  was  as  follow's: 

Carriages,  . . . . 3S 

Ornnibusses,  ...  67 


Wagons, 

Drays, 


33 

82 


Aggregate 220 

This,  be  it  remembered,  W'as  at  a late  and  compa- 
ratively dull  hourin  the  afternoon,  and  in  the  course 
of  thirty  minutes.  Any  one  who  will  make  the  cal- 
culation, will  find  that  in  a matter  of  this  kind,  the 
commercial  emporium  on  this  side  of  the  water, 
may  fairly  compete,  every  thing  considered,  with  the 
great  metropolis  on  the  other.  [Phil.  Enquirer. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  steam-ship  Great  Western, 
the  New  York  editors  have  received  Bristol  papers 
of  July  6th,  the  date  of  her  sailing,  w'ifh  London 
papers  of  the  day  previous.  The  Great  Western 
brings  out  110  passengers.  The  British  Queen  was 
to  leave  England  for  this  country  on  the  10th  of 
July. 

The  news  brought  by  the  Great  Western  is  of 
considerable  importance.  War,  it  will  be  seen,  has 
broken  out  in  the  east.  The  pacha  of  Egypt  has 
been  solemnly  deposed  by  the  sultan.  The  com- 
mercial intelligence  is  gloomy.  There  existed  an 
uncommon  scarcity  of  money  in  England,  and  our 
great  staple  had  suffered  a decline  in  her  market. 
B A London  paper  of  July  1st,  has  this  paragraph: 

“Among  the  passengers  who  have  reached  this 
country,  by  the  Great  Western,  is  a gentleman  de- 
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legated  on  a special  mission  by  the  post  oifie.e  de- 
partment at  Washington,  to  the  authorities  of  our 
general  post  office.  The  object  in  view  is  one 
which  will  produce  the  greatest  advantages  in  fa- 
cilitating Hit  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States.  If  we  are  correctly  informed, 
the  special  messenger  from  Washington  is  to  make 
full  inquiries  into  the  plans  of  Mr.  Rowland  Hill, 
tor  the  establishment  of  a uniform  penny  postage, 
with  the  view  of  extending  the  system  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  at  the  earliest  possible  convenience. — 
Should  the  government  of  the  United  States  adopt 
Mr.  Hill’s  plan,  letters  will  pass  throughout  the 
whole  continent  of  the  United  States  at  the  same 
rate  as  it  is  intended  they  shall  shortly  do  in  this 
country.” 

2 'he  boundary  question. — Appointment  of  a com- 
mission— Mr.  Featherstonhaugh. — Tire  London 
Morning  Herald  of  June  29th,  contains  a report  that 
the  British  government  hail  appointed  “two  com- 
missioners with  instructions  to  proceed  immediate- 
ly to  the  disputed  territory.  Tor  the  purpose  ofsur- 
veying  it.”  The  same  paper  adds: 

“Of  these  commissioners,  one  is  stated  to  be  a 
gallant  officer  of  engineers:  the  other  is  alledged  to 
be  a Mr.  Featherstonhaugh,  a gentleman  whose 
connection  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  has,  recently,  been  of  a somewhat  intimate 
kind.  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  has  resided  for  some 
time  in  America.  He  enjoys  the  title  of  “geologist 
to  the  United  States;”  and  he  was,  a very  short 
while  ago,  a salaried  servant  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment. 

We  would  not  be  understood  to  disparage  the 
professional  eminence  of  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh — 
nor  to  question  his  integrity.  But  we  do  entertain 
very  strong  doubts  as  to  the  prudence  of  such  an 
appointment.  The  British  government  might,  sure- 
ly, find  men,  in  every  way  qualified  to  conduct  the 
required  survey,  without  the  necessity  of  employ- 
ing a gentleman  who  has  just  left  the  service  of  the 
other  party  to  the  dispute.” 

At  a drawing  room  held  by  the  Queen,  at  St. 
James’s  palace,  on  the  20th  June,  Mrs.  Webster, 
major  and  Mrs.  Van  Buren,  Mrs  Chase,  of  Louisi- 
ana, Mrs.  Paige,  Mrs.  Frederick  Bronson,  Miss 
Murray,  Miss  Low' and  Mrs.  Samuel  Jaudon,  were 
presented  to  her  majesty  by  Mrs.  Stevenson,  the 
lady  of  the  American  minister. 

The  following  were  among  the  company  at  her 
majesty’s  state  ball — the  American  minister  and 
Mrs.  Stevenson,  Mr.  Webster,  of  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Webster,  major  and 
Mrs.  Van  Buren,  Mrs.  Paige,  Mr.  Vanderpool,  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
Mrs.  Vanderpool,  major  Chase,  United  States  en- 
gineer, Mrs.  Chase,  Mr.  Benjamin  Rush,  secreta- 
ry, and  Mr.  M.  R.  Singleton,  attache  to  the  lega- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

On  the  19th,  the  Jamaica  bill  was  passed  in  the 
house  of  commons,  by  a majority  of  10 — vote,  267 
for,  257  against.  It  was  however  lost  in  the  house 
of  lords,  a majority  of  6.9  appearing  against  it. 

The  Canada  bill  shared  the  same  fate. 

On  Friday,  June  23th,  lord  John  Russell,  on  the 
subject  of  tile  Canada  bills,  said  that  it  was  not  (he 
intention  of  the  government  to  proceed  with  them, 
except  on  the  maturest  consideration,  and  after  af- 
fording the  amplest  opportunity  for  inquiry.  It 
was  therefore  intended  to  send  the  bill  for  the 
union  of  the  Canadas,  after  its  second  reading,  to 
those  provinces,  that  it  might  be  fully  known  and 
discussed. 

The  government  education  bill  was  passed  in  the 
commons  on  the  20th,  bv  a ma  jority  of  only  five. 

Mr.  Grote’s  motion  for  the  ballot  was  brought 
forward  on  the  18th.  Mr.  Macaulev  spoke  in  fa- 
vor of  it — sir  Robert  Peel  and  lord  John  Russell, 
against  it.  The  motion  was  lost  by  a majority  of 
117 — the  vote  being,  for  the  motion,  216;  against 
it,  333. 

The  great  chartist  petition  was  presented,  in  the 
house  of  commons  on  the  4th,  by  Mr.  Atwood.  It 
was  literally  rolled  into  the  house,  being  a cvlin- 
der  of  parchment  about  the  diameter  of  a coach 
wheel. 

Sir  Lionel  Smith  has  been  transferred  from  the  go- 
vernment of  Jamaica,  to  that  of  Mauritius.  Sir 
Charles  Metcalf  succeeds  him  at  Jamaica. 

AVe  understand  (says  the  London  Morning  Chro- 
nicle^ that  the  American  merchants,  resident  in 
London,  are  about  to  give  a splendid  dinner  to  Mr. 
Webster,  the  eminent  American  statesman,  now  on 
a visit  to  this  country. 

His  excellency,  the  American  minister,  enter- 
tained his  royal  highness,  the  duke  of  Sussex,  and 
a distinguished  party,  at  dinner,  at  Portland-square 
on  Friday  evening. 

The  Canadian  prisoners. — John  G.  Parker  and 
seven  other  Canadian  prisoners  are  to  be  released — 


lord  John  Russell  sent  to  them,  demanding  whe- 
ther they  would  enter  into  security,  not  to  enter  the 
province  of  Upper  Canada,  or  to  approach  near  its 
borders,  provided  the  government  should  release 
them.  The  prisoners  returned  an  answer.  They 
say,  that  having  no  desire  to  enter  Upper  Canada, 
they  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  required  bonds; 
and  asked  to  be  permitted  to  enter  the  province  at 
any  future  period,  provided  either  of  them  can  ob- 
tain the  permission  of  the  colonial  government  to 
do  so. 

The  plan  for  the  erection  of  the  new  Protestant 
college  at  Bath,  to  be  called  the  Queen’s  college, 
has  been  decided  on.  It  is  a very  beautiful  speci- 
men of  the  Elizabethan  style  of  architecture,  with 
an  elegant  square  tower  in  the  centre.  Lord  Pow- 
erscourt  has  given  another  donation  of  £ 50  towards 
the  erection.  [ Bath  Gazette .] 

Riot  at  Birmingham,  Thursday,  July  4th. — This 
evening  the  bull  ring  meetings  of  the  chartists  have 
been  brought  to  a crisis.  At  eight  o’clock  this 
night,  I he  usual  hour  of  meeting,  there  was  a large 
assemblage  of  the  people,  accompanied  by  banners, 
&c.  To  the  great  surprise,  however,  of  the  mob, 
about  a quarter  past  eight,  a party  of  the  London 
police  arrived,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  ar- 
rest the  leaders  and  disperse  the  meeting.  The  me- 
tropolitan police  were  sent  down  by  the  home  of- 
fice, and  arrived  only  a few  minutes  before  they  at- 
tempted the  dispersion  of  the  chartist  multitude. 
It  is  impossible,  in  a few  lines,  to  describe  the  con- 
fusion which  ensued  after  the  attacks  of  the  police. 
The  mob  resisted,  and  although  the  London  police 
were  well  organized,  and  most  determined  in  their 
efforts,  the  number  of  the  chartists  to  whom  they 
were  opposed,  and  their  evident  preparation  to 
meet  any  attack,  led  to  the  temporary'  defeat  of  the 
police.  For  about  ten  minutes  the  fight  was  fear- 
ful, and  I am  sorry  to  add,  it  is  feared  that  in  more 
than  one  instance,  the  consequence  will  prove  fa- 
tal. The  police  were  driven  back  info  Moor  street, 
ami,  for  a short  time,  it  was  apprehended  that  the 
mob  would  succeed  in  an  assault  upon  the  prison. 
Fortunately,  the  4th  royal  Irish  dragoons,  headed 
by  colonel  Chatterton.  and  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Scholefield,  the  mayor,  arrived  in  time  to  afford 
protection  to  the  civil  authorities;  and,  as  I am  in- 
formed by  a bystander,  a gentleman  ofinfluence  in 
the  town  saved  the  public  office  from  popular  fury. 

The  4th  Irish  dragoons,  together  with  the  rifle 
brigade,  immediately  encompassed  the  bull  ring, 
and  stopped  every  avenue  leading  to  it.  The  mob, 
upon  their  appearance,  took  to  flight  in  all  direc- 
tions, and,  at  the  time  I write,  the  town  is  in  a state 
of  great  excitement. 

Several  of  the  London  police  are  seriously  injur- 
ed, and  it  is  feared  that  one  inspector  is  fatally 
wounded,  by  a stab  in  the  side.  A magistrate,  in 
expectation  of  his  death,  is  now  taking  his  deposi- 
tion. Five  ofthe  police  have  been  convey'ed  to  the 
public  office,  some  of  whom  are  unquestionably  se- 
riously injured.  ITimes. 

Fifty  men  and  boys  were  killed  by'  an  ex'plosion 
in  a coal  mine  at  south  Shields,  June  28th. 

American  flour  was  quoted  at  Liverpool  on  the 
2d  of  July — sweet  34s.  6d.  a 36s.  6d — sour32s.6d. 
a 34=. 

We  notice  the  death,  in  Paris,  of  lord  AArm.Ben- 
tinck;and  at  Madrid,  by  suicide,  of  M.  Maria  Del- 
gado, director  of  the  astronomical  observatory  in 
that  capital. 

The  Dutch  troops  have  quietly  taken  possession 
of  the  territory  which  Belgium  has  been  forced  to 
cede.  On  the  21st  June,  they  entered  Venloo, 
without  any  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants. 

It  isannounced  in  the  London  Sun  of  the  even- 
ing of  the  5th  July,  that  the  lady  Flora  Hastings 
died  at  2 o’clock  on  that  morning,  a victim  (we 
presume  from  what  we  see  in  the  papers)  to  out- 
raged sensibilities. 

The  Thames  tunnel  is  expected  to  be  opened  for 
foot  passengers  in  about  fifteen  months. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  considerable  excitement  was 
occasioned  in  the  money  market,  by  the  publica- 
tion of  a notice  of  the  bank  of  England,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  thereafter  the  rate  of  interest  on  bills  of 
exchange  and  bills  discounted,  would  be  establish- 
ed at  5j  per  cent,  arid  that  in  accordance  with  are- 
solution  of  the  directors,  all  advances  by  the  bank 
would  be  made  at  5j  per  cent,  and  that  only  upon 
bills  of  exchange. 

London  money  market,  July  4.  This  being  the 
weekly  meeting  of  the  bank  directors,  the  specula- 
tors and  moneyed  interests  are  anxiously  waiting  to 
learn  the  result  of  their  deliberations  with  respect 
to  advancing  the  discount  to  6 per  cent.  Some 
persons  are  of  opinion  that  they  will  wait  a post 
day  or  two,  to  give  time  for  their  late  operation  of 
five  and  a half  per  cent,  to  act  on  the  foreign  ex- 
changes. Consols  are  not  quite  so  good  as  they 


closed,  and  may  bp  quoted  at  93§  for  the  account; 
exchequer  bills  25  27;  India  bunds  28  30;  bank 
stock  191  192;  India  stock  255  257.  In  the  foreign 
market  most  of  the  prices  are  nominal,  as  they 
closed;  Spanish  active  19j;  Portuguese  34i;  three 
per  cents  20 A 21;  Brazilian  77j;  Belgian  1021;  Co- 
lombian 32|  33£;  Mexican  26^;  Dutch  two  and  a 
half  per  cents  54£  f;  five  per  cents  102-J. 

Livening.  The  news  from  the  east  caused  some 
additional  depression  of  stocks  to-day.  The  appre- 
hension that  the  bank  directors  would  advance  the 
rates  of  discount  subsided,  as  it  was  learned  before 
the  close  of  business  that  the  charge  of  per  cent, 
would  not  be  disturbed  for  the  present,  and  sub- 
sequently to  this  there  wa3  a trifling  reaction.  Con- 
sols left  off  at  93§  to  ^ for  the  opening.  Exchequer 
bills  25s.  to  27s.  premium,  and  bank  stock  at  191  2. 

JAverpool  cotton  market,  July  1. — The  cotton  mar- 
ket is  exceedingly  heavy.  The  prices  have  de- 
clined from  |d.  to  jul.  per  lb.  The  sales  lor  this 
week  have  been  3,550  bales  Mobile,  Alabama  and 
Tennessee  at  7d.  to  9^d.  and  3,550  New  Orleans  at 
7-|  to  10  J.  Throughout  the  week  the  market  was 
quite  dull,  closing  heavily  at  a reduction  of  £ on 
American. 

Liverpool  market,  July  3.  Prices  {-  lower  than 
the  quotations  of  the  28th  ult.  July  4th.  1,200 
bales  at  yesterday’s  prices — demand  still  limited. 

France.  The  southern  provinces  of  France 
have  been  visited  with  violent  storms  of  hail. 

The  Journal  de  St.  Sever,  in  the  Landes,  states 
that  a storm,  on  the  17th  ult.  was  so  destructive  in 
that  department,  that  the  damage  in  a single  arron- 
disseinent  is  estimated  at  3,000,000  francs.  Irr  the 
environs  of  St.  Sever,  the  hail  fell  in  such  quanti- 
ties, and  of  such  size,  that  sixty-seven  quails  and 
forty-two  partridges  were  battered  to  pieces,  and 
the  whole  of  the  poultry  not  undercover  during  the 
storm  were  killed.  Several  persons  were  severely 
wounded  by  the  hail.  The  roofs  and  window's  of 
the  houses  of  St.  Sever  were  nearly  all  broken. 

Spain.  London,  July  5.  We  have  received  the 
Madrid  journals  to  the  26th  June.  The  army  of 
the  centre  was  under  the  command  of  a colonel; 
the  two  generals  (Ayerbe  and  Nogueras)  being  ill 
at  Saragossa. 

It  is  said  that  generel  Sanze  is  to  fake  the  com- 
mand in  Aragon,  and  that  he  will  be  replaced  in 
Galicia  by  Francisco  Narvaez. 

We  have  Bayonne  letters  ofthe  29th  June.  Don 
Carlos  was  still  at  Durango.  Espartero  had  made 
no  further  movement.  The  Christiuo  troops  occupy 
Amurrio,  Menagurria,  Celpaldeza,  and  Arciniego; 
Marotto  occupies  Llodio,  Lugando,  Aquenda,  Are- 
ta  and  Arozio.  This  differs  from  previous  reports, 
which  stated  that  Marotto  having  abandoned  Llo- 
dio, it  had  been  taken  possession  of  by  the  Christi- 
nos.  It  is  said  that  desertion  makes  great  pro- 
gress in  Espartero’s  army. 

The  garrison  of  Pampeluna  has  reinforced  Diego 
Leon  at  Lozaiia.  He  proposes  to  attack  the  fort 
San  Gregorio. 

The  visit  ofthe  Duke  de  Nemours  to  Seville  has 
given  rise  to  an  absurd  tissue  of  reports  in  some  of 
the  Madrid  papers  ofthe  25th  ultimo;  according  to 
which,  France  is  to  intervene  with  an  army  com- 
manded by  the  duke,  as  well  as  by  a fleet  on  the 
coast.  His  royal  highness  is  to  marry  the  young 
queen,  the  eldest  son  qf  Don  Carlos  is  to  marry  a 
German  princess,  with  whom  a project  of  the  kind 
already  exists,  and  Don  Carlos  himself  is  to  retire 
to  Rome. 

Turkey  and  Egypt.  War  in  the  east.  The 
London  papers  of  July  4th,  announce,  on  the  au- 
thority ofletters  from  Constantinople  of  June  12th, 
that  the  sultan  has  not  only  declared  war  against 
Mehemet  Ali,  the  pacha  ol  Egypt,  but  as  supreme 
caliph  of  the  faithful  and  representative  of  the 
prophet  has  issued  sentence  of  excommunication 
against  him  and  his  son  Ibrahim,  deposing  them 
from  the  government  of  Egypt  and  Syria. 

This  sentence  was  pronounced  on  the  9th,  the 
retuah,  or  bull  of  malediction,  being  prepared  by  the 
grand  mufti,  afler  a grave  consultation  of  Ihe  most 
learned  doctors  ofthe  mussulman  law.  The  14tli 
being  Friday,  the  Mahomedan  Sabbath,  the  sen- 
tence of  excommunication  was  to  be  read  in  all 
the  mosques. 

The  Turkish  fleet  left  the  Golden  Horn  in  two 
divisions.  The  first  sailed  on  the  8th,  and  the  se- 
cond on  the  9th  ultimo.  They  were  to  rendezvous 
at  Gallipoli,  where  10,000  mariners  were  waiting  to 
be  taken  on  board,  with  large  quantities  of  military 
and  other  supplies.  The  fleet  consist  of  thirty- 
four  sail  of  all  sizes,  well  equipt  and  the  crews 
were  in  high  spii its.  Previous  to  the  sailing  of  the 
second  division,  the  sultan,  though  in  extremely 
bad  health,  went  on  board  the  Mahmondi,  the  ad- 
miral's ship,  to  say  a few  words  of  encouragement 
to  the  officers  and  men,  and  to  give  them  the  be- 
nediction of  the  prophet. 
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The  reception  of  his  highness  was  most  enthusi- 
astic. Among  tlie  Englishmen  on  board,  were 
captains  Walker,  Conoily  and  Lee,  the  first  of 
whom  the  sultan  raised  to  the  rank  of  rear  admiral. 
General  Jochmus,  a French  officer,  who  served 
with  distinction  in  Greece  and  Spain,  was  like- 
wise on  board,  but  known  to  be  in  the  confidence 
of  the  sultan,  and  one  of  the  mainsprings  of  the 
expedition,  he  has  declined  any  recognized  rank, 
choosing  to  appear  as  the  friend  of  the  captain 
pacha.  The  sultan  having  taken  leave  of  the  of- 
ficers, withdrew  amid  the  roar  of  artillery.  The 
destination  of  the  fleet  was  Alexandria,  which  it 
was  reported  in  Constantinople,  Mehemet  Ali  had 
left  in  a defenceless  condition. 

The  sultan’s  final  resolution  being  communicat- 
ed to  the  European  ambassadors,  an  imperial  fir- 
man war  prepared,  which  was  despatched  on  the 
13th  ult.  by  the  Stamboul  steamer,  to  Hafiz  pacha, 
in  which  that  general  is  invested  with  thepachalics 
of  Syria  and  Egypt. 

German  papers  contain  letters  from  Constantino- 
ple of  the  same  date,  of  which  the  following  sum- 
mary is  given. 

They  announce  that  the  Egyptian  army  in  Ara- 
bia, under  Kirschid  pacha,  has  entered  Bassorah; 
that  lord  Ponsonby  declared  that  the  time  for  ter- 
giversation was  past,  and  that  for  acting  was  come 
at  last;  and  that  admiral  Roussin  was  in  the  greatest 
distress,  France  having  assumed  something  like 
the  protectorship  of  Mehemet  Ali.  On  the  2-lth 
ult.  news  reached  Vienna  from  Alexandria  to  the 
effect  that  war  had  commenced  in  good  earnest  in 
Syria,  and  that  the  troops  of  Ibrahim  pacha  fell 
back  from  all  their  positions,  fighting  as  they  re- 
treated, so  that  the  Turkish  army  was  encamped 
in  the  territory  of  Mehemet  Ali.  They  likewise 
state  that  5,000  Egyptians  deserted  to  Hafiz  pacha 
at  the  first  onset. 

It  appears  that  Ibrahim  was  not  himself  present 
at  this  engagement,  being  at  the  time  at  Aleppo; 
for  the  instant  the  news  reached  him  he  command- 
ed the  division  stationed  there  to  advance  and  meet 
the  enemy  in  the  field.  To  have  allowed  Hafiz  to 
approach  Aleppo  undisturbed  would  have  been  to 
permit  him  to  be  joined  by  the  divisions  command- 
ed by  the  pachas  of  Bagdad  and  Mos3ul — an  error 
which  Ibrahim  is  too  good  a general  to  commit. 
England  and  France  must  now  declare  themselves; 
and  if  they  would  prevent  Europe  from  being  in- 
volved in  the  blaze  of  this  war,  they  must  unani- 
mously act  with  good  faith.  No  time  is  to  be  lost. 

London,  July  5.  In  the  French  chamber  of  de- 
puties on  Wednesday,  the  debate  on  the  situation 
of  affairs  in  the  east  was  continued.  The  debate 
was  wound  up  by  a speech  from  M.  Jouffroy,  the 
reporter  of  the  committee,  urging  the  necessity  of 
preserving  the  independence  and  stability  of  the 
Ottoman  empire.  The  grant  was  voted  by  a very 
large  majority,  there  being  2S7  for,  and  only  26 
against. 

Declaration  of  war  by  the  sultan  against  Mehemet 
Mi  and  Ibrahim  pacha. 

Paris,  Wednesday  morning,  July  3.  The  French 
government  has  received  the  following  telegraphic 
despatches,  which  are  of  vast  importance.  I trans- 
mit also  an  important  letter  from  Alexandria,  which 
I have  just  received  from  my  private  correspon- 
dent. 

Telegraphic  despatches  from  Marseilles,  dated  July 
2.  “The  English  packet  Homer,  coming  from 
Malta,  announces  that  on  the  14th  June,  news  had 
been  received  from  Constantinople  of  a first  en- 
gagement, in  consequence  of  which  the  Turks  had 
gained  possession  of  several  villages  of  the  beylic 
of  Antib,  (read  Aintab).  This  advantage  has  caus- 
ed the  war  party  to  prevail,  and  it  has  been  de- 
cided in  council  that  Hafiz  pacha  should  receive 
orders  to  advance.  The  first  division  of  the  Turk- 
ish fleet  was  seen  on  the  18th  in  the  Dardanelles.” 
“ The  French  consul  at  Mexandria  to  the  president  of 
the  council. 

“Marseilles,  July  2.  “Mehemet  Ali  has  given 
orders  to  Ibrahim  pacha  to  stop,  wherever  he  might 
be,  on  the  arrival  of  captain  Callier,  and  to  wait  for 
the  issue  of  arrangements  made  by  the  great  powers. 
The  Egyptian  squadron  has  gone  out  of  port,  but 
without  hostile  intentions.  It  has  gone  to  cruise 
on  the  coast  of  Syria.  (Signed),  A.  FOX. 

“ The  administrator  of  telegraphic  lines.” 

This  last  despatch,  though  it  came  from  Mar- 
selles  yesterday  by  telegraph,  is  without  date  from 
Alexandria.  This  diminishes  slightly  fiom  its 
value.  Captain  Callier,  who  is  mentioned  therein, 
is  a French  officer  of  the  staff  of  great  reputation. 
He  was  sent  by  the  restoration  to  Egypt  on  a di- 
plomatic mission.  He  was  also  one  of  the  learned 
caravan  named  by  the  prince  de  la  Polignac,  and 
at  the  head  of  which  was  M.  Nuchaud.  This  of- 
ficer followed  the  operations  of  the  army  of  Ibra- 
him pacha  during  the  campaign  of  1833,  and  he 


then  saw  how  little  attention  Mehemet  Ali  paid  to 
the  remonstrances  of  the  French  government.  In 
1833,  from  St.  Jean  d’Acre  to  Kutaya,  Ibrahim 
received  three  times  orders  to  stop,  to  listen  to  the 
French  and  English  negotiators;  and  then  three 
times  immediately  afterwards  he  was  ordered  to 
press  on  hostilities.  The  French  government  has 
not  made  known  what  were  the  instructions  it  has 
given  to  captain  Callier;  but  though  he  is  a brave 
officer,  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  he  will  succeed 
in  preventing  Ibrahim  pacha  from  engaging  in  war 
with  Hafiz  pacha. 

A letter  from  Vienna,  by  express,  says:  “News 
have  been  received  from  Constantinople  to  the  12th 
instant.  The  Turkish  fleet  sailed— the  last  on  the 
12th;  and  preceded  to  the  Dardanelles.  A courier 
has  since  left  to  announce. to  Hafiz  pacha,  the 
speedy  arrival  of  the  fleet”,  and  to  take  to  him  a 
firman  naming  him  successor  to  Mehemet.  He  is 
ordered  to  attack  Ibrahim  as  soon  as  the  fleet  shall 
arrive  off  the  coast  of  Syria.” 

A letter  from  Constantinople  of  the  12th,  an- 
nounces that  Kurschid  pacha,  the  chief  of  the 
Egyptian  Arabian  corps,  has  entered  Bassorah. 

Latest  news  from  Mexandria.  The  following 
private  letter  from  Alexandria  is  the  last  intelli- 
gence which  has  reached  Paris,  except  the  tele- 
graphic despatch,  the  date  of  which  is  not  known: 
“Alexandria,  June  10. 

“War  is  inevitable.  The  first  news  the  pacha 
has  received  is  not  favorable  to  his  flag,  but  he  is 
not  discouraged.  Ibrahim  writes  in  good  spirits. 
He  was  aware  that  the  Turkish  army  had  received 
orders  to  attack  him,  and  he  is  preparing  to  give 
them  a warm  reception.  Fie  was  getting  ready  for 
a great  battle  which  could  not  be  avoided.  Great 
efforts  are  made  here  by  the  English  and  French 
consuls  to  keep  Mehemet  Ali  from  commencing 
the  attack;  but  Mehemet  gets  wearied  of  these 
counsels,  as  he  finds  that  whilst  he  is  negotiating 
with  the  consuls,  the  Turkish  troops  are  advancing 
in  Syria.  Mehemet  appears  to  listen  to  all  that  is 
said  to  him;  and  no  doubt  the  French  government 
believes  as  it  did  in  1833,  that  it  will  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  Ibrahim  pacha  in  Syria.  This  will  not  be 
the  case.  The  public  despatch  says  one  thing,  the 
private  despatch  says  the  other.  Mehemet  and 
Ibrahim  will  sacrifice  their  last  soldier  before  they 
will  abandon  their  pachaiics  in  Syria,  and  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  cannot  make  him  give  up  on  this 
point.  He  will  pay  the  tribute,  and  will  acknow- 
ledge the  porte  as  suzerain,  but  this  is  the  extent 
of  his  concessions.  Yon  must  not  be  deceived  in 
Europe  by  the  pacific  appearances  of  Mehemet,  or 
by  what  you  hear  of  his  being  willing  to  listen  to 
the  advice  of  the  great  powers.  The  fleet  sails  to 
Syria,  and  takes  out  men,  money  and  ammunition. 
It  burns  to  have  an  engagement  with  the  Turks. 
Yon  may  rely  on  my  concluding  assurance  that  the 
pacha  will  not  make  any  concessions  of  territory 
in  Syria  to  the  porte,  except  what  shall  be  taken 
at  the  point  of  the  sword.” 

From  our  London  correspondent. 

North  and  South  American  Coffee  House,  London, 
Thursday,  July  4,  four  o’clock,  P.  M.  The  rumors 
of  war  in  the  east  have  at  length  assumed  a more  de- 
finite shape.  Letters  from  Constantinople  oftlre  1 1th 
inst.  state  that  on  the  9th  war  had  been  formally 
proclaimed  in  the  Turkish  capital  against  the  re- 
bellious pacha  of  Egypt;  and  the  writers  even  go 
so  far  as  to  report  the  speech  made  by  the  sultan  to 
the  crews  of  Lis  fleet  on  the  occasion.  The  ques- 
tions now  asked  are,  what  part  will  France  take? 
what  part  will  Russia  take?  what  part  will  England 
take?  will  there  be  a general  war  in  Europe?  To 
the  three  first  questions,  lord  Palmerston  would 
probably  decline  to  give  any  answer.  To  the  last 
ire  would  say  “no;”  and  that  is  the  common  sense 
view  of  the  case.  But  it  must  not  be  disguised 
that  (here  is  a devilish  spirit  abroad  in  favor  of  war 
and  bloodshed,  to  restrain  which  will  require  great 
wisdom  and  great  firmness  on  the  part  of  the  lead- 
ing governments.  The  French  ministers  have  de- 
manded an  extraordinary  credit  from  the  chamber 
of  deputies,  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting  their 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Notes  exchanged  by  the  French  and  Russian  cabinets. 

Note  of  the  French  charge  d’affaires  at  St.  Peters- 
burgh.  The  undersigned  charge  d’affaires  of  his 
majesty  the  king  of  the  French,  is  instructed  to  ex- 
press to  the  cabinet  of  St.  Petersburg!!  the  profound 
affliction  which  the  French  government  has  expe- 
rienced oir  learning  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
the  8th  of  July  last,  between  his  majesty  the  em- 
peror of  Russia  and  the  grand  signor.  In  the  opi- 
nion of  the  king’s  government,  that  treaty  imparts  to 
the  mutual  relations  of  the  Ottoman  empire  and  of 
Russia  a new  character,  against  whicli  all  the  pow- 
ers of  Europe  have  a right  to  pronounce  themselves. 

The  undersigned  is,  therefore,  instructed  to  de- 
clare, that  if  the  stipulations  of  that  act  were  here-  / 


after  to  bring  on  an  armed  intervention  of  Russia 
in  the  internal  affairs  of  Turkey,  the  French  go- 
vernment would  hold  itself  wholly  at  liberty  to 
adopt  such  line  of  conduct  as  circumstances  might 
suggest,  acting  from  that  moment  as  if  the  said 
treaty  existed  not.  The  undersigned  is  also  desir- 
ed to  inform  the  imperial  cabinet  that  a similar  de- 
claration has  been  delivered  to  the  Ottoman  porte 
by  his  majesty’s  ambassador  at  Constantinople. 

I.  DE  LAGRENE. 

Reply  of  the  Russian  minister  of  foreign  affaires. 

The  undersigned  has  received  the  note  by  which 
M.  I.  de  Lagrene,  charge  d’affaires  of  his  majesty 
the  king  of  the  French,  has  communicated  the  deep 
regret  which  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  the  8th 
of  July  between  Russia  and  the  porte  has  caused 
the  French  government,  without  stating  at  the  same 
time  either  the  motives  of  that  regret,  or  the  nature 
of  the  objections  to  which  that  treaty  may  give 
rise.  The  undersigned  cannot  be  acquainted  with 
them — still  less  can  he  understand  them.  The 
treaty  of  the  Sth  of  July  is  purely  defensive;  it  has 
been  concluded  between  two  independent  powers, 
exercising  the  plentitude  • of  their  rights,  and  it 
does  no  prejudice  to  the  interests  of  any  state  what- 
ever. 

What  could,  therefore,  be  the  objections  which 
other  powers  might  deem  themselves  justified  in 
raising  against  such  a transaction?  How,  above 
all,  could  they  declare  that  they  consider  it  of  no 
validity,  unless  they  have  in  view  the  subversion 
of  an  empire  which  the  treaty  is  destined  to  pre- 
serve? But  such  cannot  be  the  design  of  the  French 
government.  It  would  be  at  open  variance  with 
all  the  declarations  it  made  in  the  last  complications 
in  the  east.  The  undersigned  must,  therefore,  sup- 
pose that  the  opinion  expressed  in  M.  de  Lagrene’s 
note  rests  upon  incorrect  data,  and  that,  better  in- 
formed by  the  communication  of  the  treaty  which 
the  porte  has  recently  made  known  to  the  French 
ambassador  at  Constantinople,  his  government  will 
better  appreciate  the  value  and  usefulness  of  a 
transaction  concluded  in  a spirit  as  pacific  as  con- 
servative. 

That  act  changes,  indeed,  the  nature  of  the  rela- 
tions between  Russia  and  the  porte;  for,  to  a long 
enmity,  it  makes  relations  of  intimacy  and  confi- 
dence succeed,  wherein  the  Turkish  government 
will  henceforth  find  a guarantee  of  stability,  and, 
if  need  be,  means  of  defence  calculated  to  insure 
its  preservation. 

It  is  in  this  conviction,  and  guided  by  the  purest 
and  most  disinterested  intentions,  that  his  majesty 
the  emperor  is  resolved  on  faithfully  fulfilling, 
should  the  occasion  present  itself,  the  obligations 
which  the  treaty  of  the  Sth  of  July  imposes  upon 
him,  acting  thus,  as  if  the  declaration  in  M.  de  La- 
grene’s note  did  not  exist.  NESSELRODE. 

St.  Petersburgh,  October,  1839. 
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From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  newspapers  announce  the  assassination  of 
John  Ridge,  and  his  father,  major  Ridge.  Both 
these  individuals  were  extensively  known.  Ridge 
senior,  called  in  his  own  nation  and  elsewhere,  ma- 
jor Ridge,  was  a distinguished  chief  in  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  has  frequently  visited  Washington,  and 
was  a man  of  uncommon  ability  and  influence 
His  son  John,  was  educated  at  the  Cornwall  school, 
Connecticut,  where  he  married  a respectable  white 
lady.  She  accompanied  him  back  to  his  tribe,  and 
is  now,  with  her  children,  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
at  the  late  residence  of  her  husband,  Ilonejr  creek, 
near  the  corner  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri.  John 
Ridge  was  about  thirty-eight  years  of  age;  was  for- 
merly a practising  attorney  among  the  Cherokees,  | 
and  at  one  time  president  of  the  senate  of  that  na- 
tion. In  the  year  1832,  John  Ridge  and  Elias  Eoudi- 
not,  both  Cherokees,  visited  this  city,  Boston,  etc. 
and  addressed  several  meetings  on  behalf  of  their 
nation.  Those  who  heard  Mr.  Ridge  will  remember 
his  gentlemanly  bearing  and  stirring  eloquence.  At 
a subsequent  period,  the  Messrs.  Ridge,  father  and 
son,  were  induced  to  cease  their  opposilion  to  the 
removal  of  the  Cherokees  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  to  become  the  warm  advocate  of  that  measure. 
Mr.  Ross,  and  the  party  among  the  nation  who  op- 
posed the  removal,  accused  Major  Ridge  and  his  son 
of  having  been  bribed  to  forsake  what  they  consi- 
dered the  true  interests  of  their  people. 

Since  the  emigration  of  the  Cherokees  to  the  west 
of  the  “father  of  waters,”  John  Ridge  has  been  en- 
gaged in  trade,  and  has  visited  this  city  two  or  three  j 
times,  where  he  has  purchased  goods  largely.  Ilis 
last  visit  was  in  May,  when  he  paid  for  the  principal 
part  of  his  purchases  in  post  notes  of  the  United 
States  bank.  He  was  accompanied  by  two  young 
gentlemen  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  who  were  also 
engaged  in  trade.  He  was  fond  of  distinction,  1 
wealth  and  power,  pleased  with  rich  apparel  and  1 
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ornaments,  jealous  of  his  supposed  rights,  enterpris- 
ing, and  seemed  to  be  an  affectionate  husband  and 
father. 

During  his  visit  here  in  1832,  Mr.  Ridge  was  in- 
vited to  attend  a monthly  concert,  and  to  make  an 
address.  He  would  be  happy,  he  said,  to  attend  the 
meeting,  but  he  wished  to  be  excused  from  speak- 
ing, as  it  seemed  to  him  inconsistent  in  one  who  did 
not  profess  religion,  to  address  a religious  meeting. 
He  was,  however,  urged  to  make  some  remarks,  and 
complied.  He  began  by  saying  that  he  stood  before 
them,  he  was  ashamed  to  say,  as  one  who  had  not 
embraced  Christianity  himself,  and  yet  he  could  re- 
late many  facts  allowing  the  beneficial  influence  of 
religion  upon  those  who  had  been  converted  in  his 
nation.  He  related  several  striking  facts.  Among 
them  was  one  respecting  an  eminent  Cherokee  who 
had  been  reclaimed  from  deep  degradation  by  the 
power  of  the  gospel.  He  had  sunk  so  low,  by  his 
intemperate  habits,  that  he  was  generally  called 
“Wicked  Richard,”  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  he  had 
been  restored  to  his  right  mind,  was  a j.-idge  of  the 
supreme  couit,  and  during  vacations  often  went 
about  addressing  his  countrymen  powerfully  on  the 
subject  of  religion. 

Mr.  Ridge  spoke  with  exultation  of  his  intention 
of  having  his  two  sous  educated  at  a New  England 
college,  and  appeared  to  be  engrossed  witli  literary 
pursuits,  and  a desire  to  promote  the  intellectual  and 
moral  good  of  his  nation. 

We  are  .truly  sorry  to  find  a confirmation  of  the 
murder  of  John  Ridge,  a Cherokee  chief,  personally 
known  to  ns,  and  to  many  into  whose  hands  this 
sheet  will  fall.  He  was  a gentleman  of  polished 
manners  anil  sterling  sense;  a fine  speaker  and  an 
amiable,  excellent  man.  He  early  perceived  a ne- 
cessity of  a removal  to  the  west,  and  assented  to  the 
treaty  which  afterwards  gave  rise  to  so  much  dis- 
cussion and  censure,  both  in  and  out  of  congress,  as 
having  been  made  with  only  a small  part  of  the  na- 
tion, and  which  was  subsequent^’  modified  so  as  to 
suit  the  views  of  John  Ross,  the  principal  chief. 
Between  Ross  and  Ridge  there  has  not  been  a friend- 
ly feeling  since  the  date  of  the  treaty,  but  we  trust 
it  will  turn  out  that  Ross  is  not  the  murderer — At 
least  we  hope  so.  [Journal  of  Commerce. 

Outrage  among  the  Chorokee  Indians  near  Fort 
Gibson.  Murder  of  John  Ridge  and  his  father,  fyc. 
By  a letter  received  in  this  city  yesterday,  from  one 
of  our  citizens  at  Fort  Gibson,  Arkansas,  we  are  in- 
formed that  about  a week  since,  the  celebrated  chief 
John  Ridge,  and  his  father,  two  of  the  most  promi- 
nent persons  in  the  nation,  were  most  brutally  and 
savagely  murdered,  and  that  John  Ross,  the  leader 
of  the  opposition  party,  has,  in  consequence  thereof, 
been  compelled  to  take  up  his  head  quarters  at  Fort 
Gibson,  for  personal  security. 

[Natchez  Courier  of  July  2. 

Note.  We  knew  John  Ridge,  and  concur  in  the 
just  eulogy  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce.  Bidge 
was  the  patriot  of  his  tribe.  Ross,  a half  breed, 
ambitious  and  avaricious,  was  made  the  instrument 
of  the  opposition  in  congress  to  frustrate  the  mea- 
sures of  the  administration,  and  the  true  interests  of 
the  Indians.  He  kept  multitudes  of  them  starving 
in  Georgia,  when  abundance  would  have  smiled 
around  them  in  the  west.  Ridge  is  a sacrifice  to  the 
success  of  his  efforts  and  growing  popularity. 

[Globe. 

Extract  from  Little  Rock,  July  1st.  News  has  ar- 
rived here  that  the  Cherokees  are  quarrelling  among 
themselves;  that  Ross  has  waylaid  and  shot  Ridge, 
as  they  returned  from  the  great  council;  that  both  of 
their  parti - s are  actively  preparing  for  a fight;  that 
general  Arlmckle  told  them  they  must  not  fight,  and 
that  he  would  prevent  them.  Ross  told  the  general 
they  would  fight  in  spite  of  him.  There  is  trouble 
brewing  among  the  Indians  on  our  frontier,  and  if 
they  once  get  a going,  our  situation  here  will  not  be 
enviable,  as  we  are  ordy  about  150  miles  from  the 
hue,  and  it  is  sa'd  they  can  raise,  if  combined, 
20,000  men.  I mean  if  all  the  tribes  join.  We 
have  plenty  of  arms  and  ammunition  here.  If  the 
above  is  confirmed,  and  any  thing  worth  relaling 
happens,  I will  write  again  soon.  [76. 

THE  SONS  OF  MURAT. 

The  countess  of  Lipona,  ex  queen  of  Naples, 
has  appointed  Joachim  Murat,  son  of  Lucien  Bo- 
naparte, her  residuary  legatee,  and  has  left  to  him 
every  thing  left  to  her  by  the  emperor  Napoleon — 
his  sword,  hed,  portrait,  &c.  The  will  directs  that 
he  shall  be  educated  and  live  in  France.  Her 
daughters,  Letitia  and  Louisia,  (countess  of  Pepoli 
and  Rasponi),  will  receive  what  the  law  accords 
them,  and  the  two  sons  will  retain  every  thing 
ttiat  will  remind  them  of  their  brave  and  heroic 
sire.  We  see  it  stated  that  these  young  men  re- 
side in  this  country — in  what  part  we  are  not  told; 
and  are  practising  as  barristers.  Their  absence 


from  their  mother  is  said  to  have  greatly  increased 
the  anguish  of  her  last  moments.  (Bos.  Trans. 

The  two  sons  of  Murat  referred  to  in  the  above 
paragraph,  are  Achille  and  Lucien.  Achille,  the 
eldesi  son,  was  on  board  the  frigate  in  which  his 
father  sailed  on  that  desperate  and  fatal  expedition 
to  recover  the  throne  of  Naples.  At  that  time  he 
was  some  ten  or  twelve  years  old.  Subsequently 
he  passed  several  years  in  Austria,  and  on  coming 
of  age,  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  He  pur- 
chased a plantation  near  St.  Augustine,  in  Florida, 
devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law,  and  was 
admitted  to  practise  as  an  attorney  and  counsellor. 

About  the  year  1S25,  the  Seminoles,  who  at  that 
time  occupied  w’hat  is  known  as  Middle  Florida, 
were  induced  to  cede  their  lands,  and  to  retire 
southward  into  the  peninsula.  Murat,  in  company 
w ith  his  friend,  coi.  Gadsden,  of  South  Carolina, 
was  one  of  the  first  adventurers  who  explored  the 
country  thus  ceded.  They  built  a hut  in  the  midst 
of  the  wilderness,  and  employed  themselves  in 
land  hunting,  that  is,  in  seeking  out  fertile  tracks 
which  might  be  purchased  to  advantage.  These 
gentlemen  entered  plantations  some  fifteen  or  twen- 
ty miles  west  of  Tallahassee:  Murat  called  his  plan- 
tation Lipona,  the  title  assumed  by  his  mother, 
which  is  formed  from  Napoli,  the  Italian  of  Naples, 
by  reading  the  syllables  backward. 

Among  the  French,  and  other  foreign  settlers  in 
that  vicinity,  Murat  commonly  went  by  the  title  of 
the  prince,  though  the  state  which  he  kept  did  not 
exactly  correspond  with  the  notions  we  are  apt  to 
attach  to  that  title.  He  might  be  met  in  the  woods, 
on  a lean  horse,  dressed  in  the  common  homespun 
of  the  country,  with  a long  whip  in  his  hand,  hunt- 
ing cattle,  with  the  outward  style  of  wdiat  is  known 
in  that  country  as  a Georgia  cracker,  rather  than 
that  of  the  heir  and  claimant  of  the  throne  of  Na- 
ples. Having  settled  in  the  woods,  he  availed  him- 
self of  his  liberty,  and  seemed  to  cast  olf  all  regard 
for  the  mere  forms  and  shows  of  artificial  society. 
His  domestic  establishment  was  on  the  same  care- 
less plan.  It  is  related  of  him,  that  one  day  a 
large  party  from  Tallahasse  having  come  out  to 
pay  him  a visit,  he  sent  for  his  cook  to  inquire 
what  there  was  in  the  house  for  dinfier.  “Nothing 
at  all,”  replied  the  cook — a circumstance  rather 
apt  to  happen  in  the  days  of  his  bachelor  house- 
keeping, when  things  went  with  him  pretty  much 
at  sixes  and  sevens.  Just  at  the  moment  of  this 
alarming  annunciation,  the  overseer  came  in  to  say 
that  he  had  driven  up  the  cattle  of  the  plantation, 
and  to  inquire  of  Murat  what  mark  he  should  put 
upon  them.  It  is  to  be  observed,  by  the  way,  that 
in  Florida,  the  cattle  belonging  to  the  several  set- 
tlers run  wild  in  the  woods,  the  whole  time. 

Once  a year,  however,  they  are  hunted  and 
driven  up,  for  the  purpose  of  marking  the  young 
cattle — every  proprietor  having  a particular  mark, 
generally  a slit  of  some  kind  in  the  ear,  by  which 
his  particular  cattle  arc  distinguished.  “What 
mark?”said  Murat,  “why,  cut  off  their  left  ears,  and 
bring  them  all  in  directly  to  the  cook!”  This  was 
done  accordingly,  and  Murat’s  guests  were  soon 
served  with  a dinner  consistingprincipally  of  cow’s 
ears,  dressed  in  every  variety  of  style.  To  this 
day,  in  riding  through  the  woods  in  that  vicinity, 
if  a cow  happens  to  be  seen  mutilated  of  her  left 
ear,  she  will  be  pointed  out  with  the  observation, 
“there  goes  one  of  Murat’s  cattle.” 

That  Murat  is  a philosopher  and  no  epicure,  will 
appear  from  the  following  anecdote.  One  day  at  a 
dinner  party,  the  conversation  turning  on  the  dif- 
ferent sorts  of  viands,  Murat  declared  that  during 
his  early  residence  in  Florida,  he  had  made  trial  in 
the  way  of  eating — divesting  himself  of  all  preju- 
dices— of  all  the  various  birds  and  beasts  which  he 
could  lay  his  hands  upon.  “Crow  soup,”  said  he, 
“is  fine;  alligator’s  tail  is  excellent;  but  turkey 
buzzard  is  not  good;  I have  no  prejudices,  but  it  is 
not  good.” 

Subsequently  Murat  married  a daughter  of  Mr. 
Willis,  the  navy  agent  at  Pensacola,  and  a grand 
niece  ofgenerai  Washington.  Mr.  Willis  had  emi- 
grated from  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  to  Florida, 
bringing  his  daughter,  a beautiful  young  widow’, 
with  him,  and  at  that  time  resided  at  Tallahassee. 
Mrs.  Murat  is  a lady  of  uncommon  beauty,  spirit 
and  good  sense.  An  excellent  housekeeper,  she 
has  put  Murat’s  domeslic  establishment  upon  a 
somewhat  more  orderly  footing. 

The  French  revolution  of  1830  excited  new 
hopes  in  the  mind  of  Murat.  He  mortgaged  his 
property,  raised  what  money  he  could,  and  set  sail 
for  Europe.  He  spent  some  time  in  England,  and 
John  Randolph  observed  of  Mrs.  Murat,  that  she 
was  the  only  American  he  had  ever  met  abroad,  of 
whom  he  was  not  ashamed.  Brought  into  society 
esteemed  the  most  aristocratic,  exquite  and  re- 
cherche, she  made  no  attempt  to  imitate  the  affecta- 
tions, and  never  condescended  to  re-echo  the  senti- 


ments of  her  new  associates,  but  maintained  the 
simple  elegance  of  her  native  manners,  and  on  all 
fit  occasions  expressed  opinions  and  sentiments 
proper  to  an  American  woman,  though  discordant 
enough  from  the  prevailing  sentiments  of  her  new’ 
associates. 

After  waiting  in  vain  for  a repeal  of  the  law 
which  excludes  the  family  of  Napoleon  from  the 
French  territory,  and  finding  that  any  ambitious 
hopes  he  might  have  entertained,  had  little  pros- 
pect of  fulfilment,  Murat  went  to  Belgium,  and 
obtained  a commission  of  colonel  of  cavalry  in  the 
army  of  Jjeopold.  He  had  originally  received  a 
military  education.  Afterwaid,  however,  when. 
Leopold  married  a daughter  of  the  king  of  France, 
he  found  it  necessary  to  dismiss  Murat  from  his 
service,  who  returned  to  Florida  after  an  absence 
of  three  years. 

Returning  to  Florida,  Murat  resumed  the  occu- 
pation of  a planter  and  lawyer.  Previous  to  his 
visit  to  Europe,  he  had  been  for  several  years  a 
postmaster,  under  the  appointment  of  the  United 
States  government.  Subsequent  to  his  return  he 
was  appointed  judge  of  the  county  court  of  Jeffer- 
son, in  which  office  he  gave  good  satisfaction. 

Achille  Murat  has  little  of  the  personal  appear- 
ance of  his  father  He  is  of  small  size,  and  his 
constitution  has  suffered  so  severely  from  the  ef- 
fects of  a paralytic  shock,  experienced  some  years 
ago,  that  he  appears  to  be  much  older  than  he  is. 
His  face  presents  a striking  resemblance  to  the 
portraits  of  Napoleon.  He  is  a man  of  great  ac- 
complishments, being  thoroughly  versed  in  the 
Italian,  German,  French  and  English  languages,  all 
which  he  speaks  with  perfect  fluency.  He  has  a 
great  taste  for  mathematics,  and  is  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  most  recent  works  in  that  department 
of  science. 

He  is  a man  of  reflection,  but  in  many  points  his 
opinions  are  rather  visionary.  He  has  a strong 
disposition  to  engage  in  speculations,  but  in  these 
undertakings  has  been  generally  unsuccessful.  His 
most  sure  resource  has  been  an  annuity  which  he 
has  received  from  his  mother.  Large  sums  of 
money  recovered  from  his  father’s  estate,  have  from 
time  to  time  come  into  his  hands,  but  they  have 
generally  been  spent  soon  after  they  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

Lucien  Murat,  the  younger  brother  has  resided, 
we  believe,  principally  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
where  he  has  acted  as  agent  for  Joseph  Bonaparte, 
for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  belonging  to  him  in  the 
northern  part  of  that  state.  He  lives  now,  we  be- 
lieve, in  New  Jersey.  [Boston  Mias. 

WASHINGTON’S  DIPLOMA. 

From  the  National  Gazette. 

Files  of  old  continental  journals  frequently  furnish 
us  with  matter  of  an  interesting  character,  for  those 
who  are  fond  of  reading  about  revolutionary  times. 
This  being  the  season  of  collegiate  commencements, 
we  present,  a document  as  not  ill-timed,  which  to 
many  may  be  a novelty.  It  is  a translation  (evi- 
dently) of  a diploma,  given  by  Harvard  university, 
conferring  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  upon  general  Wash- 
ington. It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  when  this 
compliment  was  paid  to  the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  continental  army,  he  had  in  that  capacity  per- 
formed no  single  exploit,  except  the  movements  by 
which  the  enemy  was  forced  to  evacuate  Boston. 
His  general  abilities  and  acquirements  (lord  Brough- 
am to  the  contrary  notwithstanding)  were  known 
and  acknowledged  by  the  nation  and  its  representa- 
tives, who,  from  a number  of  military  officers,  nei- 
ther inexperienced  nor  wanting  in  thorough  educa- 
tion, selected  Washington  as  the  most  able  on  all  ac- 
counts to  lead  the  armies  of  his  country,  and  eonse- 
quenly  to  sway  her  destinies. 

This  diploma  we  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  in 
Marshall’s  life  of  Washington,  and  have  looked 
through  Sparks’  without  finding  it.  It  may  be  worth 
while  to  mention,  that  when  it  was  conferred,  colle- 
giate honors  were  not  so  cheap  as  in  our  day,  when 
institutions  of  learning  are  prone  to  give  parchments, 
rather  for  the  sake  of  spreading  their  own  names, 
than  on  account  of  any  special  merits  in  the  grantees. 
Harvard  university  also  made  general  Jackson  a 
doctor  of  laws,  and  a British  faculty  of  arts,  recent- 
ly bestowed  the  same  distinction  upon  the  Russian 
grand  duke.  How  well  they  deserved  the  title,  is 
not  so  apparent  to  our  apprehension  as  to  the  erudite 
gentlemen,  who  testified  with  their  names  to  their 
superior  knowledge  and  talents. 

“The  corporation  of  Harvard  college,  in  Cam- 
bridge, New'  England,  to  all  faithful  in  Christ,  to 
whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: — Where- 
as, academical  degrees  were,  originally,  instituted 
for  this  purpose:  that  men,  eminent  for  knowledge, 
wisdom  and  virtue,  who  have  highly  merited  of  the 
republic  of  letters,  should  be  rewarded  with  the  ho- 
nors of  those  laurels;  there  is  the  greatest  propriety 
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in  conferring  such  honors  on  the  very  illustrious 
gentleman,  George  Washington,  esquire,  the  ac- 
complished general  of  the  confederated  colonies  in 
America,  whose  knowledge  and  patriotic  ardor  are 
manifest  to  all;  who,  for  his  distinguished  virtue, 
both  civil  and  military,  in  the  first  place,  being  se- 
lected by  the  suffrages  of  the  Virginians,  one  of 
their  delegates,  exerting  himself  with  fidelity  and 
singular  wisdom  for  the  defence  of  liberty,  when  in 
the  utmost  danger  of  being  forever  lost,  and 
for  the  salvation  of  his  country,  and  then  at  the  ear- 
nest request  of  that  grand  council  of  patriots,  with- 
out hesitation,  left  his  delightful  seat  in  Virginia, 
and  the  affairs  of  his  own  estate,  that,  through  all 
the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  a camp,  without  accept- 
ing any  reward,  he  might  deliver  New  England  from 
the  unjust  and  cruel  arms  of  Great  Britain,  and  de- 
fend the  other  colonies;  and  who,  by  the  most  signal 
smiles  of  Divine  Providence  on  his  military  opera- 
tions, drove  the  fleet  and  troops  of  the  enemy,  with 
disgraceful  precipitation,  from  the  town  of  Boston; 
which,  for  eleven  months,  had  been  shut,  fortified 
and  defended  by  a garrison  of  seven  thousand  regu- 
lars, so  that  the  inhabitants,  who  suffered  a great  va- 
riety of  hardships  and  cruelties  while  under  the 
power  of  their  oppressors,  now  rejijice  in  their  de- 
liverance; the  neighboring  towns  are  also  freed  from 
the  tumults  of  arms,  and  our  university  has  the 
agreeable  prospect  of  being  restored  to  its  ancient 
seat. 

Know  ye  therefore,  that  we,  the  president  and  fel- 
lows of  Harvard  college,  in  Cambridge,  with  the 
consent  of  the  honored  and  reverend  overseers  of 
our  academy,  have  constituted  and  created  the  said 
George  Washington,  who  merits  the  highest  honors 
— doctor  of  laws,  the  law  of  nature  and  nations,  and 
the  civil  law — and  have  given  and  granted  to  him, 
at  the  same  time,  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  ho- 
nors, to  said  degree  pertaining. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  affixed  the  common 
seal  of  the  university  to  these  letters,  and  subscribe 
them  with  our  hand-writing,  this  3d  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1776. 

SAMUEL  LANGDON,  S.  T.  D.  president. 

NATHANIEL  APPLETON,  S.  T.  D. 

JOHN  WINTHROP,  mat.  and  phi.  p. 

ANAM  ELLIOT,  S.  T.  D. 

JOHN  WADSWORTH,  log.  and  eth.  pro. 


MARYLAND. 

From  the  Baltimore  Post. 

On  this  day,  the  20th  of  June,  two  hundred  and 
seven  years  ago,  the  original  charter  of  Maryland 
was  granted  to  Cecilius,  lord  Baltimore,  by  Charles 
I.  The  grant,  however,  was  obtained  by  his  fa- 
ther, George  Calvert,  who  had  been  secretary  of 
the  privy  council  of  James  I,  a post  which  he  re- 
signed in  1624,  upon  his  convection  to  the  Catho- 
lic religion.  This  change  of  faith,  notwithstand- 
ing, lost  him  nothing  of  public  favor,  for  his  high 
moral  worth  caused  him  to  be  knighted  in  the  suc- 
ceeding year,  at  which  time  he  was  the  represen- 
tative in  parliament  of  the  University  of  Oxford. — 
His  death,  just  at  the  moment  of  the  grant,  left  the 
charter  in  the  hands  ot  his  son  Cecilius,  who  far 
from  possessing  the  enterprising  spirit  of  his  parent, 
abandoned  the  settlement  of  the  projected  colony 
to  the  personal  supervision  of  his  brother  Leonard, 
who  wa3  constituted  his  lieutenant  general. 

The  colony,  raised  under  the  charter,  consisted 
of  about  two  hundred  persons,  chiefly,  if  not  en- 
tirely, of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  and  many  of 
them  gentlemen  of  family  and  fortune.  They  em- 
barked from  the  Isle  of  Wight  on  the  22d  of  No- 
vember, 1633,  and  reached  Point  Comfort  on  the 
24th  of  February.  After  a short  rest,  they  sailed 
up  the  Potomac,  in  search  of  a suitable  site  for  set- 
tlement. They  took  formal  possession  of  an  island, 
called  St.  Clements,  and  thence  proceeded  about 
forty  leagues  up  the  river  to  Piscataway,  an  In- 
dian town,  from  which  they  returned  with  the  in- 
tention of  locating  nearer  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
In  retracing  their  steps  they  entered  the  St.  Georges, 
or,  as  it  is  now  named,  the  St.  Mary’s  river,  sailing 
up  which,  some  six  or  seven  miles,  they  came  to  an 
Indian  town  called  Yaocomaco.  This  was  purchas- 
ed from  the  aboriginal  possessors,  and  on  the  27th 
March  1634,  the  colony  disembarked  and  there  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  old  city  of  St.  Mary’s  and  the 
state  of  Maryland.  From  this  pilgrim  colony  com- 
mences the  true  history  of  our  state — history  mark- 
ed by  many  events,  at  certain  eras,  as  striking  in 
reproof  of  man’s  intolerance,  as  grateful,  at  others, 
to  the  feelings  of  the  philanthropist,  and  in  its  later 
chapters,  most  cheering  to  the  believer  in  the  hu- 
manizing creed  ot  man’s  capability  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  his  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  those  in- 
alienable rights  secured  to  him  by  “nature  and  na- 
ture’s God.” 

The  history  of  Maryland,  of  which  so  much  re- 
mains to  be  collected  to  do  it  perfect  justice,  is 


particularly  marked  by  four  or  five  eventful  periods, 
each  of  wdiich  might  be  dilated  upon,  by  a capable 
hand,  with  much  instructive  and  valuable  detail. 
The  illegal  possession  of  Kent  island,  by  Clay  borne, 
prior  to  the  Calvert  grant,  would  open  the  intro- 
duction to  such  a work,  with  a chapter  full  of  the 
romance  of  enterprise,  address  and  courage.  The 
first  proprietary  government  from  1632  "to  1688, 
would  afford  details  of  pilgrim  constancy,  trials  and 
sufferings,  rich  with  deep"interest.  The  Protestant 
revolution  and  the  royal  government  thence  ensu- 
ing, from  1688  to  1715,  would  elucidate,  among 
other  things,  the  tyranny  of  religionism  which  must 
ever  be  the  result  of  that  impious  union  of  church 
and  state,  which  would  measure  with  its  Procrus- 
tean standard,  the  consciences  of  men  and  their 
deep  responsibilities  to  their  creator.  The  resto- 
ration ofthe  proprietary,  from  1715  to  1763,  would 
be  gradually  marked  with  that  progress  of  improve- 
ment and  prosperity,  which,  with  its  coincident  en- 
lightening of  opinion,  prepared  the  colony  rightful- 
ly to  estimate  its  strength,  and  eventually  to  con- 
tend for  those  rights,  which,  after  the  treaty  ofPa- 
ris,  of  1763,  the  crown  would  have  it  infringed  by  its 
stamp  acts  and  other  similar  measures  of  oppres- 
sion. The  statistics  of  this  era  afford  the  most 
pleasing  evidence  of  colonial  prosperity.  As  we 
have  seen,  the  settlement  at  St.  Mary’s  was  com- 
posed of  about  200  pilgrims;  in  1733  the  whole  num- 
ber of  taxable  inhabitants  was  31,470.  In  1748  the 
population  had  increased  to  130,000,  or  94,000 
whites  and  36,000  blacks;  in  1756  it  was  154,188, 
or,  107,963  whites  and  46,225  blacks;  and  in  1761 
it  amounted  to  164,007,  or,  114,332  whites  and 
49,675  blacks.  In  this  position,  as  to  her  popula- 
tion, and  with  an  export  of  her  products  in  1861, 
in  the  articles  of  wheat,  lumber,  corn,  flour,  iron, 
skins  and  furs,  amounting  to  about  £80,000  cur- 
rency, and  in  tobacco  to  about  28,000  hogsheads, 
valued  at  £ 140,000,  Maryland  found  herself  at  the 
opening  of  the  revolutionary'  era.  A review  of  this 
memorable  period  would  be  crowded  with  incidents, 
as  creditable  to  the  valor  of  her  sons  in  the  field  as 
honorable  to  their  civil  administration  ofthe  provi- 
sional and  colonial  government.  As  one  of  the 
‘•old  thirteen,”  she  can  point,  with  pride,  to  her 
Smallwoods  and  Howards,  her  Carrolls  and  Chases; 
and  if,  from  the  laying  of  her  corner  stone  at  St. 
Mary’s,  to  the  day  when  she  assumed  the  glorious 
position  of  a free  and  sovereign  state,  that  justice 
has  not  yet  been  done  to  her  history  in  all  its  re- 
quisite details,  the  time,  it  may  be  trusted,  i3  not 
far  distant  when  some  gratefni  son  may  stand  out 
from  among  her  offspring,  able  and  willing  to  enter 
upon  the  task  of  patriotism,  and  burnish  up  the  re- 
cords of  her  history,  from  the  dust  and  corosions  of 
time  and  neglect.  It  will  be  a labor,  in  which 
truthfulness,  patience,  energy  and  high  enthusiasm 
can  only  hope  to  accomplish  all  that  such  a history 
demands.  The  true  incitement  must  be  patriotism; 
the.  reward  must  be  the  lasting  gratitude  of  future 
generations. 


A SCRAP  OF  HISTORY. 

It  may  be  interesting,  if  not  new  to  our  readers, 
to  be  informed  in  what  way  the  state  of  Connecti- 
cut became  possessed  of  that  portion  of  the  state  of 
Ohio,  known  as  the  Western  Reserve. 

The  original  charter  of  the  state  of  Connecticut 
was  granted  by  Charles  II,  in  1662.  That  charter 
defined  the  limits  of  the  state  as  follows: 

From  the  south  line  of  Massachusetts  on  the 
north,  to  Long  Island  Sound  on  the  south,  and  from 
the  Narragansett  river  on  the  east,  to  the  Pacific 
ocean  on  the  west. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  a map,  that  these 
boundaries  would  enclose  not  only  what  is  now  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  but  also  portions  of  the  states 
of  New  York  and  New  Jersey— nearly  one-half  of 
Pennsylvania — all  the  northern  portions  of  the  states 
of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  a goodly  part  of 
the  territories  of  Iowa,  Missouri  and  Oregon.  There 
was  a clause  in  the  charter,  how'ever,  which  except- 
ed from  its  operations  such  portions  as  were  then 
occupied  by  prior  settlers.  This  exception  ex- 
cluded such  parts  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  as 
were  within  the  prescribed  limits.  A dispute  aris- 
ing between  New  York  and  Connecticut,  as  to  the 
boundaries  between  these  states,  it  w'as  settled  by 
commissioners,  appointed  by  the  king  in  1664,  who 
decided  that  Maronec  river  should  be  the  wes- 
tern boundary  of  Connecticut. 

For  nearly  a century  thereafter,  Connecticut  ne- 
glected to  claim  or  settle  any  part  of  their  territory 
west  of  New  York,  and  the  charter  being  granted 
to  William  Penn  in  1631,  embracing  all  that  part  of 
the  same  which  lies  within  the  present  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  a dispute  ultimately  arose  between 
the  two  colonies,  as  to  the  right  of  possession  in  the 
disputed  territory.  Both  colonies  sold  the  same 
land,  and  each  guarantied  to  the  purchasers  undis- 


turbed possession.  This  excited  innumerable  quar- 
rels, and  resort  was  often  had  to  force  of  arms  to 
expel  the  intruders. 

In  1770,  the  legislature  of  Connecticut  transmit- 
ted to  England  certain  questions  to  be  presented  to 
the  most  able  lawyers,  respecting  her  title  to  lands 
west  of  New  York.  The  answers  were  favorable 
to  her  claims,  and  determined  the  colony  to  main- 
tain them.  The  revolutionary  war  happening  soon 
after,  suspended  further  proceedings  until  after  the 
close. 

In  1781,  the  two  states  agreed  to  appoint  com- 
missioners to  determine  the  dispute.  An  act  of 
congress  was  passed  granting  to  these  commission- 
ers full  powers  to  act  in  the  final  settling  of  this  long 
pending  controversy.  The  commissioners  met  at 
Trenton,  in  November,  1782.  After  a full  hearing 
of  the  matter  in  question,  they  decided  that  Con- 
necticut had  no  right  to  the  lands  in  dispute.  Here 
the  matter,  so  far  as  Pennsylvania  was  concerned, 
rested. 

The  state  of  Connecticut,  notwithstanding,  still 
laid  claim  to  all  lands  lying  west  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  extending  to  the  Mississippi  river.  To  avoid 
future  troubles,  however,  the  legislature  agreed  to 
cede  all  of  these  lands  to  congress,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in 
length,  lying  immediately  west  of  the  west  line  of 
Pennsylvania.  This  cession  was  accepted,  and  was 
considered  to  be  an  indirect  acknowledgment  that 
her  claim  was  well  founded. 

This  tract  is  known  as  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
includes  the  counties  of  Ashtabula,  Trumbull,  Por- 
tage, Geauga,  Cuyahoga,  Medina,  Lorain,  Huron 
and  Erie.  A part  of  the  tract  was  granted  by  the 
state  to  the  inhabitants  of  New  Loudon,  Fairfield 
and  Norwalk,  whose  property  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  British  troops  during  the  war.  The  remain- 
der was  sold  in  1795,  and  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  appropriated  to  the  purpose  of  constituting 
a perpetual  fund  for  the  support  of  schools  in  the 
state.  [ Ohio  City  Transcript. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  BRANDYWINE. 

We  had  been  in  the  saddle  about  an  hour,  under 
the  intrepid  Pulaski,  who  with  his  own  hands,  ex- 
amined our  swords,  pistols  and  other  equipments, 
as  if  assured  that  the  struggle  would  be  a deadly 
and  a long  continued  one.  The  day  was  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  that  ever  broke  over  the  earth.  We 
were  about  half  a mile  from  the  main  body,  ranged 
along  a green  slope,  facing  the  west,  our  horses  about 
four  hundred  in  number,  standing  as  so  many  mar- 
ble statues;  until  just  as  the  eastern  sky  began  to 
redden  and  adulate,  and  cloud  after  cloud  to  roll  up 
and  heave  like  a great  curtain  up  the  wind,  and 
the  whole  heaven  seemed  discharging  all  its  beauty 
and  brightness  upon  one  spot.  I happened  to  turn 
about  and  saw  the  tall  Pole  (Pulaski)  bare-headed, 
lilting  his  horse,  like  some  warlike  presence  come 
up  out  of  the  solid  earth  to  worship  upon  the  very 
summit  of  the  hill  behind  us;  it  might  be,  (for  the 
noble  carriage  of  the  man,  the  martial  bearing  of 
the  soldier,  would  permit  either  interpretation,  it 
might  be  in  the  awful  employment  of  devotion  or 
in  the  more  earthly  one  of  martial  observation — but 
he  suddenly  reigned  up  his  charger,  shook  the 
heavy  dew  from  the  horseman’s  cap,  replaced  it 
and  leaped  headlong  down  the  hill,  just  as  the 
bright  flash  passed  away  on  the  horrizon;  followed 
by  a loud  report,  and  the  next  instant  a part  of  our 
ranks  were  covered  with  dust  and  turf,  thrown  up 
by  a cannon  ball  that  struck  near  the  spot  he  had 
just  left. 

Our  horses  plucked  up  their  ears  at  the  sound, 
and  all  at  once,  as  if  a hundred  trumpets  were 
playing  in  the  wind,  came  the  enemy  in  his  ad- 
vance. Pulaski  unsheathed  his  sword,  called  out  a 
select  body  and  set  off  at  full  gallop,  to  a more  dis- 
tant elevation,  where  W'e  saw  the  enemy  advancing 
in  two  columns;  one  under  Knyphausen, which  mov- 
ed in  steadiness,  in  a datk  solid  mass,  towards  the 
spot  occupied  by  general  Maxwell;  the  other,  under 
Cornwallis,  which  seemed  to  threaten  the  right 
flank  of  our  main  body.  Intelligence  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  Washington,  and  reinforcements 
called  in,  from  the  spot  we  had  left. 

We  kept  our  position,  awaiting  for  a whole  hour 
the  sound  of  conflict;  at  last  a heavy  volley  rattled 
along  the  sky,  a few  moments  passed,  and  then 
another  followed,  like  a storm  of  drum  heads.  The 
whole  air  rung  with  it;  another  and  another  fol- 
lowed; then  gradually  increased  in  loudness,  catne 
peal  after  peal  till  it  resembled  a continual  clap  of 
thunder,  rolling  about  under  an  illuminated  vapor. 
But  Pulaski,  with  all  his  impetuosity,  was  a gene- 
ra], and  knew  his  duty  too  well  to  hazard  any  move- 
ment till  he  should  be  able  to  see  w'ilh  certainty 
the  operations  of  the  enemy  in  the  valley  below'. 

Meanwhile,  several  little  parties  which  had  been 
sent  out,  came  in,  one  after  the  other,  with  the  in- 
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telligence  that  Knyphausen  had  broken  down  upon 
Maxwell  in  magnificent  syle — been  beaten  back 
again;  but  that  he  had  finally  prevailed  and  that 
Maxwell  had  retreated  across  the  river.  A thin 
vapor  had  risen  from  the  earth  below  us  and  com- 
pletely covered  the  enemy  from  our  view.  It  was 
no  longer  possihle  to  follow  him,  except  by  the 
sound  of  his  tread,  which  we  could  feel  in  the  solid 
earths,  jaring ourselves  and  our  horses;  and  now  and 
then,  a quick  glimmering  in  the  midst,  as  some 
standard  raised  above  it,  some  weapon  nourished, 
or  some  musket  shot  through  it  like  a rocket. 

About  an  hour  after,  a horseman  dashed  through 
the  smoke  on  the  very  verge  of  the  horizon,  and 
after  scouring  the  fields,  for  a whole  mile  in  view, 
communicated  with  two  or  three  others,  who  set  off 
in  different  directions;  one  tons  with  orders  to  hur- 
ry down  to  the  ford,  where  the  commander-in-chief 
was  determined  to  fall  on  Knyphausen  with  all  his 
power  before  Cornw’allis  could  come  to  his  aid.  It 
was  a noble  but  hazardous  game — and  Pulaski, 
whose  war  horse  literally  thundered  and  lighted 
along  the  broken  and  stony  precipice  by  w hich  we 
descended,  kept  his  eye  wearily  to  the  right  as  if 
not  quite  certain  that  the  order  would  not  be  coun- 
termanded. 

We  soon  fell  in  with  general  Greene  who  was 
posting  all  on  fire,  to  give  Knyphausen  battle,  and 
in  the  next  moment  saw  Sullivan  in  full  march 
over  a distant  hill  towards  the  enemies  flank.  This 
arrangement  would  doubtless  have  proved  fatal  to 
Knyphausen,  had  not  our  operations  been  unfortu- 
nately arrested  at  the  very  moment  we  were  pre- 
pared to  fall  upon  him,  man  arid  horse,  by  the  in- 
telligence that  Cornwallis  had  moved  olf  to  another 
quarter.  It  was  a moment  of  irresolution— doubt. 
It  was  the  death  blow  to  our  hopes  to  victory. 
Greene  was  recalled,  and  Sullivan  commanded  to 
halt. 

Hardly  had  this  happened,  our  horses  being  co- 
vered with  sweat,  and  froth,  fretting  in  the  bit  like 
chained  tigers,  and  covered  with  dust,  it  being  an 
excessively  hot  and  sultry  day,  when  a heavy  can- 
nonade was  heard  on  our  right  flank,  and  Greene, 
to  whose  division  we  hail  been  attached,  was  put 
into  motion  to  support  Sullivan  who  hail  left  home 
some  hours  before.  The  truth  now  broke  upon  us 
like  a thunder  clap.  The  enemy  had  passed,  con- 
centrated, we  supposed,  and  fallen  on  our  right. 

I shall  never  forget  Green’s  countenance,  when 
the  news  came, — he  was  on  the  road  side,  upon 
an  almost  perpendicular  bank,  but  he  wheeled 
where  he  was,  dashed  down  the  bank,  his  face 
white  as  the  bleached  marble,  and  called  to  us  to 
gallop  forward  with  such  a tremendous  impulse, 
that  vve  marched  lour  miles  in  forty  minutes.  We 
held  on  our  way  in  a cioud  of  dust,  and  met  Sulli- 
van all  in  disorder;  nearly  a mile  from  the  ground, 
retreating  step  by  step  at  the  head  of  his  men,  and 
shouting  himself  hoarse,  covered  with  blood  and 
sweat,  and  striving  in  vain  to  bring  them  to  a 
stand,  while  Cornwallis  was  pouring  in  upon  them 
an  incessant  volley. 

Pulaski  dashed  out  to  the  right,  over  the  fences, 
and  there  stood  awhile  upright  in  his  stirrups,  reeon- 
noitering,  while  the  enemy,  who  appeared  by  the 
smoke  and  the  dust  that  rolled  before  them  in  the 
wind  to  be  much  nearer  than  they  really  were,  re- 
doubled their  efforts;  but  at  last  Pulaski  saw  a fa- 
vorable opportunity.  The  column  wheeled;  the 
wind  swept  across  their  van,  revealing  them  like 
a battalion  of  spirits,  breathing  fire  and  smoke.  He 
gave  the  signal;  Archibald  repeated  it;  then  Arthur; 
then  myself.  In  three  minutes  we  were  ready  for 
the  word. 

When  Pulaski,  shouting  in  a voice  that  thrilled 
through  and  through  us,  struck  spurs  into  his  char- 
ger; it  was  a half  minute,  so  fierce  and  terrible  was 
bis  charge,  before  we  were  able  to  come  up  to  him. 
What  can  he  mean!  Gracious  heaven!  My 
hand  convulsively,  like  that  of  a drowning  man, 
reigned  up  for  a moment  when  I saw  that  I was 
gallopping  straight  forward  into  a field  of  bayonets; 
yet  he  was  the  first  man!  and  who  would  not  have 
followed. 

We  did  follow  him,  and  with  such  a hurricane  of 
fire  and  steel,  that  when  we  wheeled,  our  path  lay 
broad  before  us,  with  a wall  of  fire  on  the  light 
hand  and  on  the  left;  but  not  a bayonet  or  a blade 
in  front  except  what  were  under  the  hoofs  of  our 
horses.  My  blood  rushes  now,  like  a flash  of  fire 
through  my  forehead,  when  I recall  the  devastation 
that  we  then  made,  almost  to  the  very  heart  of  the 
enemy’s  column. 

But  Pulaski,  he  who  afterwards  rode  into  their 
entrenchments  on  horseback,  sword  in  hand,  was  ac- 
customed to  it;  and  broken  over  them  once,  aware 
of  his  peril  if  he  should  give  them  time  to  awake 
trom  their  consternation,  he  wheeled  in  a blaze  ol 
fire  with  the  intention  of  returning  through  a wall 


of  death  more  perilous  than  that  which  shut  in  the 
children  ol  Israel  upon  the  lied  sea. 

But  no!  the  wall  had  rolled  in  upon  us,  and  we 
were  left  no  alternative  but  to  continue  as  we  had 
begun. 

The  undaunted  Pole  rioted  in  the  excess  of  his 
joy!  I remember  well  how  he  passed  me,  covered 
with  sweat  and  dust,  riding  absolutely  upon  the 
very  points  of  their  bayonets.  But  at  last  they 
pressed  upon  him,  and  horsemen  after  horsemen 
tell  from  their  saddles;  when  we  were  all  faint  and 
feeble,  and  even  Archibald  was  fighting  on  foot 
over  his  beautiful  horse,  with  Arthur  battling  over 
his  head,  we  heard  the  cry  of  “Succor!  succor!” 
Immediately  we  felt  the  enemy  give  way,  heav- 
ing this  way  and  that,  finally  concentrating  be- 
yond us. 

“Once  more!  once  more!”cri#d  Pulaski,  and  aw’ay 
he  went  breaking  in  upon  theraSas  they  were  form- 
ing and  trampling  down  wholN  platoons,  in  the 
charge,  before  a man  could  plant  his  bayonet  or  bring 
his  gun  to  an  aim;  our  aspect  as  we  came  thunder- 
ing round  them  was  sufficient;  the  enemy  fled,  and 
we  brought  olf  our  companions  unhurt, 

I have  been  in  many  a battle,  many  ’a'  one  that 
made  my  hair  afterwards  stand  when  I dreamed  of 
it — but  never  in  one  where  carnage  was  so  dread- 
ful, and  firing  so  incessant  as  that  which  followed 
the  arrival  of  Greene.  But  the  enemy  hgd  so  ef- 
fectually secured  his  exposed  points  by  ranks  of 
men  kneeling  with  planted  bayonets;  that  we  could 
make  no  impression  upon  them,  although  we  rode 
upon  them  again  and  again,  discharging  our  pistols 
in  their  faces. 


MR.  KING  OF  ALABAMA. 

Mobile,  May  24,  1839. 

Hon.  Wm.  B.  King:  Sir:  Your  fellow  citizens 
of  Mobile,  aw’are  of  your  eminent  public  services, 
in  the  station  which  for  nearly  twenty  years  you 
dignified  and  adorned,  and  entertaining  the  highest 
respect  for  your  private  character,  have  deputed 
us  to  invite  you  to  a public  dinner,  to  be  given  at 
such  time  as  may  best  comport  with  your  con- 
venience. In  accepting  this  invitation  and  naming 
a day  that  will  be  most  agreeable  to  you,  you  will 
greatly  oblige  your  numerous  friends  in  this  city. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  fellow  citi- 
zens, 

John  B.  Hogan,  II.  Chamberlain, 

T.  Sanford,  Moses  Ryan, 

Wm.  R.  Hallett,  Robert  L.  Crawford, 
Henry  Center,  S.  V.  Y.  Scliny  ler, 

Hugh  Honroe,  B.  B.  Breedin, 

Wm.  Magee,  David  White, 

John  H.  Woodcock,  John  Bragg, 

James  G.  Lyon,  William  Austin, 

John  F.  Pagles,  John  Gayle,' 

P.  Phillips,  B.  Tardy, 

M.  J.  McRae,  John  Forsyth,  jr. 

Henry  Myers,  John  K.  Collins, 

D.  D.  Kane,  R.  Lee  Fearn. 

Mobile,  May  26,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  the  invitation  of  my  fellow  citizens, 
of  Mobile,  to  partake  of  a public  dinner  at  such 
time  as  may  suit  my  convenience.  I can  but  re- 
gret that  my  arrangements  will  necessarily  render 
my  stay  in  Mobile  so  short  that  I am  compelled  to 
decline  their  flattering  invitation,  and  to  deprive 
myself  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  them  at  the  fes- 
tive board.  I cannot,  however,  be  insensible  to 
, this  manifestation  of  the  ^personal  respect  and  poli- 
| tical  confidence  of  my  republican  fellow  citizens. 

I It  is  the  highest — indeed  it  is  the  only  reward  for 
public  service,  worth,  with  me,  a moment’s  con- 
| sideration:  for  coining  as  it  does  from  those  dis- 
tinguished for  their  intelligence  and  moral  worth, 
it  carries  with  it  the  strongest  evidence  that  1 have 
been  faithful  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution, 
and  with  whatever  ability  I may  possess,  have  ho- 
nestly discharged  the  duties  of  the  station  in  which 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  it  pleased  my  fellow  citi- 
zens of  Alabama  to  place  me.  From  early  life  I 
have  been  identified  with  the  republican  party. — 
My  youthful  energies  were  exerted  in  sustaining 
those  principles  for  which  Jefferson,  Madison,  ami 
the  purest  and  wisest  of  our  country  contended. — 
With  them  I was  opposed  to  alien  and  sedition 
laws,  then;  I am  equally  opposed  to  gag  law's  now. 
I was  and  ever  have  been  opposed  to  the  latitudi- 
narian  construction  of  the  constitution.  I believe 
with  our  democratic  republican  fathers,  that  the 
only  security  for  the  rights  of  the  states  was  to  be 
found  in  conferring  the  action  of  the  general  go- 
vernment to  the  powers  expressly  granted,  and  to 
such  incidental  powers  as  were  plainly  and  unde- 
niably “necessary  and  proper,”  to  carry  the  grant- 
ed powers  into  effect. 


I am,  and  ever  have  been,  a state  rights  man;  a 
strict  constructionist,  I hunt  up  no  vagrant  power 
on  which  to  bottom  legislation,  r.or  upon  any  sup- 
posed grounds  of  expediency,  seek  to  extend  the 
granted  powers  by  implication.  For  a U.  States 
bank,  internal  improvement,  and  a tariff  for  protec- 
tion, I find  no  warrant  in  the  constitution:  hence 
I disregard  all  arguments,  drawn  from  real  or  ima- 
ginary advantages;  adhere  to  that  sacred  instru- 
ment, and  oppose  them  all;  for  experience  has 
shown  that  eveiy  departure  has  been  attended  wiih 
serious  evils,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  has 
threatened  to  shake  the  government  to  its  very 
foundations. 

On  a strict  adherence  to  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  must  depend  the  security  of  our  most 
vital  interests,  Ihe  preservation  ot  our  dearest 
rights.  It  is  the  only  effectual  shield  against  the 
unprincipled  efforts  ol  those  who  would  with  a 
demoniac  spirit  involve  us  in  all  the  horrors  of  a 
servile  war,  amf  drench  our  fair  field  with  blood, 
and  should  the  day  unfortunately  ever  arrive,  when 
the  powers  of  this  government  shall  be  placed,  and 
retained,  in  the  hands  of  those  who  would  create  a 
corporation,  to  strengthen  the  executive  arm,  and 
control  the  institutions  of  the  states;  impose  taxes 
to  enrich  one  branch  of  industry  at  the  expense  of 
all  the  others,  and  deprive  our  citizens  of  tile  free- 
dom of  speech;  then  will  the  days  of  this  glorious 
and  free  republic  be  numbered.  To  the  present 
truly  republican  administration  I have  given  my 
most  cordial  support,  and  so  long  as  it  continues  to 
administer  the  government  upon  the  principles  set 
forth  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  his  inaugural  address,  I 
shall  unhesitatingly  do  so. 

f regret,  gentlemen,  that  neither  time  nor  the 
limits  of  this  letter,  will  enable  me  to  give  at  large 
my  reasons  for  supporting  that  much  abused  and 
misrepresented  independent  treasury  plan.  I know 
that  untiring  efforts  have  been,  and  are  making,  to 
mislead  the  public  mind  on  that  subject;  but  I also 
know  that, i t is  undergoing  a thorough  examination 
by  an  independent  and  enlightened  peeple,  and  on 
their  decision  I rely  with  confidence. 

Tender,  gentlemen,  to  my  republican  fellow  citi- 
zens my  grateful  acknowledgments  tor  their  distin- 
guished attention,  and  accept  for  yourselves  the  as- 
surance of  my  high  respect  and  sincere  regard. 
Your  fellow  citizen,  WM.  R.  ICING. 

To  John  B.  Hogan,  T.  Sanford,  W.  It.  Ballet, 

Henry  Center,  H.  Monroe,  and  others,  committee. 


THE  CILLEY  DUEL. 

The  following  extract  Irom  a speech  recently  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Graves  to  his  constituents  of  Louis- 
ville, and  reported  in  the  Louisville  Journal,  throws 
a strong  light  upon  the  unhappy  duel  w hich  was 
the  subject  of  so  much  speculation  at  the  time  it 
occurred: — 

“I  met  colonel  Webb  one  day  in  Washington,  and 
having  experienced  the  most  marked  and  unremit- 
ted civilities  Irom  him  some  time  before  in  New 
York,  during  my  visit  to  that  city,  I naturally  felt 
disposed  to  extend  to  him  that  courtesy  w hich  one 
gentleman  owes  to  another  under  similar  circum- 
stances. Alter  talking  to  him  for  some  time,  he 
said  that  he  had  a favor  to  ask  of  me.  I replied, 
that  any  thing  which  one  gentleman  might  ask  of 
another,  and  which  I had  it  in  my  power  to  grant, 
I would  cheerfully  do  for  him.  He  then  handed 
me  a paper,  and  said  he  would  feel  greatly  obliged 
if  I would  deliver  that  from  him  to  Mr.  Ciiley. 
Aware  of  Mr.  Cilley’s  previous  remarks  on  colonel 
Webb,  it  instantly  struck  me  that  the  paper  was  a 
challenge,  and  1 hesitated  lo  take  it.  1 asked  col. 
Webb  whether  it  was  a challenge,  and  told  him 
that,  if  it  was,  I should  decline  having  any  thing  to 
do  with  it,  being  opposed,  in  principle,  to  duelling 
myself,  and  acting  us  the  representative  of  a district 
which  I believed  to  be  opposed  to  it.  I also  told 
him  that  I was  totally  ignorant  of  the  etiquette  ot 
duelling,  and,  therefore,  a very  unfit  person,  on  that 
account,  if  I even  had  not  insurmountable  objec- 
tions of  another  kind  to  prevent  me  from  interfer- 
ing. Col.  Webb  then  assured  me  that  the  paper 
was  riot  a challenge;  that  it  was  merely  a note  of 
inquiry,  to  which  a defini'e  answer  was  required. 
He  also  assured  me  that,  if  a challenge  should  sub- 
sequently be  found  necessary,  he  would  employ 
some  other  person  than  myself  to  bear  it.  Upon 
these  assurances,  totally  unconscious,  as  I was,  that 
any  possible  mischief  could  arise  out  of  my  car  ry- 
ing a simple  paper  of  interrogation  from  one  gen- 
tleman to  another,  I took  the  note  and  went  to  the 
house.  I sent  one  of  the  attending  bo\s  for  Mr. 
Ciiley,  who  came  out  to  me,  and  1 then  told  him 
that  col.  Webb  had  requested  me  to  hand  him  that 
paper.  He  said  he  supposed  it  was  a challenge, 
and  that  he  could  not  receive  any  thing  of  the  kind 
from  colonel  Webb.  I told  him  that  colonel  Webb 
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had  assured  me  it  was  not  a challenge,  and  with 
this  assurance  I had  become  the  bearer  of  it;  that  I 
would  not  have  consented  to  be  the  bearer  of  a 
challenge  to  him,  a3  I had  the  kindest  feelings  to- 
wards him,  and  was  opposed  to  duelling;  but  that  I 
hoped  he  would  consent  to  take  the  note,  as  I feared 
that  his  refusal  would  place  me  in  an  embarrassing 
situation.  I added  that  I w'as  wholly  ignorant  of 
the  etiquette  in  such  cases,  and  had  never  contem- 
plated or  thought  of  such  an  event  as  his  refusal  to 
take  the  communication.  He  said  he  should  be 
glad  to  have  time  to  consult  some  friends  on  the 
propriety  of  his  taking  the  communication;  and  I, 
thinking  it  advisable  that  I myself  should  inquire 
into  the  etiquette  of  my  situation,  agreed  to  receive 
next  morning  his  answer  whether  he  would  take 
the  paper  or  not.  I left  him  then,  and  consulted 
my  friends,  Mr.  Menefee,  Mr.  Crittenden,  Mr. 
"Wise,  &c.  on  the  subject.  To  my  extreme  regret, 
those  gentlemen  all  confirmed  my  painful  suspi- 
cions of  the  responsibility  that  would  devolve  upon 
me  in  the  event  of  Mr.  Gilley’s  persisting  in  his 
refusal  to  take  from  my  hands  the  communication 
of  which  I had  innocently  and  unsuspectingly  con- 
sented to  be  the  bearer.  The  next  morning  I waited 
on  Mr.  Cilley  for  his  answer.  He  told  me  that  his 
friends  had  advised  him  not  to  accept  any  commu- 
nication from  colonel  Webb;  but  he  added  that  he 
had  no  objection  in  saying  to  me  that  he  had  no 
personal  disrespect  for  colonel  Webb,  and  had  only 
spoken  of  him  in  debate  according  to  the  privileges 
of  the  house,  without  intending  any  thing  of  a per- 
sonal or  private  nature.  I conscientiously  thought 
that  this  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  col.  Webb, 
and  so  expressed  myself  to  Mr.  Cilley.  I left  him, 
and  consulted  my  friends,  and  was  never  more  hap- 
py in  ray  life  than  when  they  agreed  with  me  in 
opinion  that  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Cilley  ought  to 
be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

“We  soon  found,  however,  that  some  of  Mr.  Cil- 
ley’s  most  violent  political  friends  were  impeaching 
my  personal  veracity  by  denying  that  be  bad  made 
any  admission  at  all  to  me  in  regard  to  his  intention 
of  offering  no  personal  disrespect  to  colonel  Webb. 
They  denied  his  having  said  to  me  that  his  refusal 
to  receive  colonel  Webb’s  note  was  predicated  upon 
grounds  having  no  connexion  with  the  character 
and  standing  of  that  gentleman.  I,  therefore,  in 
accordance  with  the  advice  of  all  my  friends,  again 
spoke  to  Mr.  Cilley,  and  told  him  that  what  had 
passed  between  him  and  me  had  not  been  in  the 
presence  of  a third  person,  and  that  I thought  it 
might  be  proper  that  he  should  commit  to  writing 
what  he  bad  said  to  me  in  regard  to  colonel  Webb, 
and  place  it  in  my  hands.  He  said  that  he  had  not 
the  slightest  objection  to  doing  so,  and  that  he  would 
retire  to  his  room  and  send  me  the  required  writing 
forthwith.  I took  my  seat  in  the  house,  and  waited 
several  hours,  but  did  not  receive  the  expected  com  - 
munication.  SUM  resolved,  however,  to  have  every 
thing  amicably  adjusted,  if  possible,  I again  waited 
on  Mr.  C.  in  person,  to  remind  him  that  he  had  ne- 
glected to  send  me  the  promised  memorandum  of 
what  he  had  said  to  me.  He  then  told  me  that  he 
had  concluded,  upon  mature  deliberation,  that  the 
better  way  would  be  for  me  to  address  him  a note, 
making  an  inquiry  as  to  the  conversation  that  had 
passed  between  us  upon  the  occasion  in  question; 
and  that,  if  I would  do  this,  he  would  make  the  pro- 
mised response  promptly  and  cheerfully.  Without 
a moment’s  hesitation,  I consented  to  do  this,  and 
instantly  wrote  the  proposed  inquiry,  in  as  few 
words  as  possible;  and,  waiving  all  ceremony,  (for 
I sincerely  thought  and  fervently  hoped  that  all  dif- 
ficulty was  at  an  end),  presented,  in  person,  my 
note,  marked  in  the  testimony  No.  1,  to  Mr.  Cilley. 
He  said  he  would  forward  me  his  reply  as  speedily 
as  possible.  Soon  afterwards,  I saw  him  in  con- 
versation with  Dr.  Duncan  and  others,  and,  subse- 
quently, his  reply,  marked  No.  2 in  the  testimony, 
was  handed  to  me  by  Dr.  Duncan. 

“Upon  receiving  that  most  unexpected  note,  I 
read  its  contents  in  the  face  of  Dr.  Duncan  as  d is 
tinctlv  ns  f afterwards  read  them  in  the  note  itself. 
I saw  that  Mr.  Cilley,  notwithstanding  all  his  ver- 
bal promises  to  me,  was  disposed  to  countenance 
an  imputation  upon  my  veracity,  and  hence  I felt 
it  my  duty  again  to  consult  my  friends.  Acting 
entirely  under  their  guidance — the  guidance  of  men 
whose  honor,  whose  pacific  disposition,  and  whose 
aversion  to  blood  the  world  has  never  doubted — I 
wrote  the  note  marked  No.  3 in  the  testimony.  1 
charged  my  friends  and  advisers,  while  they  were 
framing  that  note,  to  consult  my  honor,  and,  through 
me,  the  honor  of  the  state  which  I represented, 
without  any  reference  whatever  to  my  personal 
safety,  which  I could  not,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
allow  to  be  consulted  when  my  honor  and  that  of 
my  state  were  concerned.  They  and  1 felt  equally 
that  I could  not  take  any  other  steps  than  those 
actually  adopted,  without  backing  out  of  the  affair 


disgracefully  and  dishonorably.  I had  fully  learned 
the  responsibility  of  my  situation.  Gentlemen  of 
the  highest  honor  had  informed  me  of  the  etiquette, 
which,  till  then,  I was  ignorant  of;  and  I could  not 
for  a moment  hesitate  between  the  alternatives  of 
honor  and  disgrace.  I then  felt,  as  I now  feel,  that 
it  would  be  far  better  for  me  to  lay  down  my  life 
than  to  risk  my  own  honor  and  the  honor  of  Ken- 
tucky. (Great  cheering).  I still  feel  that  it  would 
have  been  far  better  for  me  and  for  you  that  I should 
have  fallen  on  that  occasion,  than  that  one  foul 
stain  should  have  been  reflected  on  you  through 
your  representative.  (Great  cheering.)  True,  I 
was,  and  am- — I have  always  been — opposed,  in 
principle,  to  duelling.  I was  wholly  inexperienced 
—totally  ignorant  of  its  etiquette  and  code;  but 
those  on  whose  experience  and  high  sense  of  honor 
I could  faithfully  rely,  were  my  advisers;  and  I did 
not  hesitate  one  instant  in  placing  myself  entirely 
at  their  disposal.  I promptly  told  those  friends  not 
to  suffer  their  conduct  in  the  business  to  be  influ- 
enced, in  the  slightest  degree,  by  any  thing  that 
could,  in  the  most  remote  manner,  tarnish  my  fame 
or  the  credit  of  that  slate  which  had  honored  me 
with  its  confidence  and  trust.  1 had  never  handled 
a duelling  pistol  with  hostile  views  in  my  life.  I 
had  ever  detested  the  idea  of  practising  with  pistols 
to  acquire  dexterity  in  their  use,  from  a feeling  of 
decided  disapprobation.  From  my  very  boyhood  I 
had  been  imbued  with  a defestation  of  the  practice. 
And,  with  regard  to  rifle  shooting.  I do  not  think  I 
had  ever  fired  half  a dozen  shots  without  a rest,  and 
even  with  that  I had  but  indifferent  success.  My 
opponent,  on  the  contrary,  was  well  skilled  with 
both  weapons,  and  confident  of  success.  The 
chances  were  entirely  against  me,  yet  I did  not 
hesitate  one  moment.  We  met  at  a time,  place  and 
distance,  and  with  weapons,  all  of  his  own  choos- 
ing, and  the  result  is  known  to  all;  it  would  be 
painful  to  dwell  upon  it  longer.  If  I erred  in  what 
I did,  it  was  because  I could  not  see  how  it  was 
possible  for  me  to  act  otherwise.  I felt  assured, 
and  I still  feel  assured,  however  deeply  I deplore, 
and  must  ever  deplore,  the  fatal  event,  that  the 
steps  I was  compelled  to  take  were  in  conformity 
with  the  best  advice  and  opinions  of  great  men, 
whose  sense  of  honor  and  propriety  is  unquestioned. 

“I  thank  you,  fellow-citizens,  for  the  patience 
and  attention  with  which  vou  have  honored  me.  If 
you  think  that  you  can  still  repose  in  me  the  same 
confidence  and  the  same  trust  a?  heretofore,  I shall 
not  fail,  on  my  part,  to  merit  that  confidence,  and 
to  preserve  your  honor  with  my  own,  or  yield  up 
your  trust  when  I cannot  maintain  both  untarnish- 
ed.” (Great  cheering.) 

RECEPTION  OF  MR.  CLAY  AT  BUFFALO, 
NEW  YORK. 

From  the  Commercial  Advertiser  and  Journal. 

Below  are  the  addresses  of  the  hon.  H.  J.  Stow, 
in  behalf  of  the  city,  and  the  reply  of  the  distin- 
guished senator,  at  the  Park,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
visit,  on  Wednesday,  the  17th  inst.  It  i3  due  to 
Mr.  Stow  to  say,  that  the  report  of  his  remarks  by 
no  means  does  justice  to  his  really  able  and  elo- 
quent address: — 

Mr.  Clay — Sir:  The  municipal  authorities  and 
people  of  this  city,  ever  ready  to  extend  courtesy 
and  hospitality  to  strangers,  have  made  it  my  plea- 
sant duty,  on  this  occasion,  to  express  their  senti- 
ments and  feelings  towards  a statesman  whom  they, 
as  men,  as  freemen,  as  Americans,  have  been  ac- 
customed to  honor  and  respect. 

We  have,  indeed,  for  years,  fondly  anticipated 
the  day  when  we  could  assure  him,  personally,  of 
the  regard  for  one  whom,  though  separated  by  dis- 
tance, has  been  bound  to  us  by  ties  as  sacred  as 
those  that  gather  round  our  homes. — For  such  are 
the  emotions  diffused  by  generous  patriotism,  that 
we  feel  a friendship  towards,  and  attachment  for — 
nay,  almost  an  intimacy  with  those  who  have  ren- 
dered service  to  our  country. 

We  say  that  we  have  anticipated  that  day,  be- 
cause we  believe  that  if  there  be  any  part  of  our 
wide-spread  country,  more  peculiarly  than  any 
other,  deserving  the  curiosity  of  even  a stranger,  it 
will  be  found  in  our  immediate  vicinity.  We  think 
that  perhaps  in  no  part  of  all  the  earth  has  the  Cre- 
ator impressed  upon  his  work  such  evidences  of  his 
benificence  and  power.  But,  to  an  American,  there 
are  connected  with  these  scenes  recollections  scarce- 
ly less  attractive  than  are  the  works  of  nature  to  a 
foreigner  and  stranger. 

Were  we  not  justified,  sir,  in  our  anticipations. 
Had  we  not  a right  to  expect  that  the  eloquence, 
which  has  so  often  reverberated  alike  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Niagara,  would  have  drawn  fresh  inspi- 
ration from  “these  mighty  scenes  in  nature’s  morn- 
ing made?” 

Could  we  have  supposed  that  you  would  have  so 
long  forborne  the  gratification  of  viewing  those 


fields  rendered  memorable  in  that  conflict,  the  suc- 
cessful progress  and  termination  of  which  owed  so 
much  to  your  own  exertions? 

We  will,  not,  however,  speak  of  past  disappoint- 
ments. We  now,  with  warm  hearts  and  ready 
hands,  greet  your  visit  to  our  city;  and  trust  you 
will  here  find  a reception  which  shall  remind  you 
of  a western  welcome  and  a happy  home.  But,  sir, 
gratitude  must  not  be  lost  in  the  gratulations  of  the 
day.  We  must  recur,  for  one  moment,  to  the  past. 
We  must  allude  to  the  time  when  all  there  was  of 
this  city,  all  there  remained  on  this  frontier,  of 
man’s  works,  became  the  spoils  of  war.  And 
though  it  is  with  pain  we  call  to  your  attention  our 
past  sufferings,  it  is  with  gratitude  we  now  seize 
the  hand  which  was  raised  for  our  relief;  it  is  with 
pride  and  pleasure  we  hear  the  voice  which  invoked 
for  us  assistance  in  the  day  of  our  distress. 

We  cannot,  sir,  contemplate  with  pride,  as  we 
do,  our  rising  city,  its  increasing  population,  its 
spreading  commerce,  and  its  excellent,  though,  to 
a great  extent,  artificial  harbor,  without  being  often 
reminded  of  the  distinguished  advocale  of  the  cause 
of  domestic  industry  and  internal  improvements. 

Nor  can  we,  sir,  speak  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
new  states,  on  which  so  much  of  our  own  future 
greatness  must  depend,  without  expressing  our  ap- 
probation of  the  system  in  regard  to  the  public  do- 
main, which  you  have  proposed. 

As  citizens  of  an  old  state,  and  one  of  the  states, 
too,  which  contributed  largely  to  the  national  do- 
main, we  have  witnessed,  with  peculiar  gratifica- 
tion, the  disinterested  patriotism  which  induced 
you,  a resident  of  a western  and  comparatively  new 
state,  to  guard  the  common  property  of  all. 

It  is  to  the  same  patriotic  spirit,  however  we 
may  differ  as  to  expediency,  we  attribute  your  ex- 
ertions to  .compromise  the  two  differences  which 
have  threatened  the  integrity  of  our  union? 

It  is  the  same  magnanimity  of  mind  which  has 
induced  you,  sir,  to  sustain  the  cause  of  suffering 
humanity  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe — which 
gave  courage  and  countenance  to  reviving  freedom 
on  the  plains  of  Marathon  and  Platea — which  has 
caused  your  voice  to  be  heard  wherever  liberty  has 
needed  aid  from  the  country  of  her  birth,  to  where 
“Cortes  and  Pizarro’s  arrow  flew.” 

Here,  on  this  spot,  two  years  ago  this  day,  we 
received  and  welcomed  your  great  compatriot,  the 
“defender  of  the  constitution.”  And,  sir,  it  is  fit- 
ting that  we  thus  honor  those  who  have  done  so 
much  to  honor  us.  For  the  sake  of  our  children, 
for  the  benefit  of  our  whole  community,  as  an  ex- 
ample for  representatives,  as  friends,  as  freemen, 
we  welcome  Henry  Clay. 

Mr.  Recorder  and  fellow-citizens:  The 

journey  which  has  brought  me  in  the  midst  of  you, 
was  undertaken  to  afford  me  an  opportunity  which 
I had  long  desired,  but  never  before  enjoyed,  of 
viewing  some  of  the  lakes,  the  country  bordering 
upon  them,  the  wonderful  cataract  iu  your  neigh- 
borhood, and  the  Canadas — I had  no  wish,  during 
its  performance,  to  attract  public  attention,  or  to  be 
the  object  of  any  public  demonstrations.  I expect- 
ed, indeed,  to  meet,  and  I take  great  pleasure  in 
acknowledging  that  I have  every  where  met  with 
individual  kindness,  personal  respect,  and  friendly 
consideration.  But,  although  it  is  my  wish  to  pass 
on  quietly  without  display  or  parade,  I am  pene- 
trated with  sentiments  of  gratitude  for  the  manifes- 
tations of  attachment  and  confidence  with  which  I 
am  honored  in  this  beautiful  city  of  the  lakes.  I 
thank  you,  most  cordially  thank  you,  for  them  all. 

I am  happy  to  learn  that  the  public  measures  to 
which,  in  the  national  councils,  I have  rendered  my 
humble  support — here  have  commanded  your  ap- 
probation. The  first  of  these,  in  time  and  impor- 
tance, was  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain.  Upon 
its  causes,  and  upon  its  results,  we  may  look  back 
with  entire  satisfaction.  In  surveying  this  theatre 
of  gallant  deeds,  upon  the  lakes  and  upon  their 
shores,  I have  felt  my  bosom  swell  with  patriotic 
pride.  Nor  can  any  one  fail  to  recollect  the  names 
of  Brown  and  Scott,  and  Porter  and  Harrison,  and 
Shelby  and  Perry,  and  their  brave  comrades,  who 
so  nobly  sustained  the  honor,  and  added  to  the  glory 
of  our  country.  And  it  is  most  gratifying  to  be- 
hold the  immense  augmentation,  on  this  frontier, 
of  its  military  strength  and  security,  since  the  last 
war.  The  satisfaction  which  is  derived  from  wit- 
nessing the  tranquillity  which  now  prevails  on  our 
border,  would  be  complete  if  we  were  not  forced  to 
recollect  that  the  violation  of  our  territorial  juris- 
diction, in  the  case  of  the  Caroline,  remains  to  be 
satisfactorily  atoned  for. 

During  the  progress  of  that  war,  as  in  the  war 
of  the  revolution,  cut  oft' from  the  usual  supplies  of 
European  fabrics,  our  armies  and  our  population 
generally  were  subjected  to  extreme  privations  and 
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sufferings.  It  appeared  to  me,  upon  its  termina- 
tion, that  the  wisdom  of  government  was  called 
upon  to  guard  against  the  recurrence  of  the  evil, 
and  to  place  the  security  and  prosperity  of  the 
country  upon  a sure  basis.  Hence,  I concurred, 
most  heartily,  in  the  policy  of  protecting  American 
manufactures,  for  a limited  time,  against  foreign 
competition.  Whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may 
have  existed  as  to  the  propriety  of  that  policy  ori- 
ginally,! think  that  all  candid  men  must  now  admit 
that  it  has  placed  this  country  at  least  half  a century 
in  advance  of  the  position  in  which  it  would  have 
been  without  its  adoption.  The  value  of  a home, 
as  well  as  of  a foreign  market,  is  incalculable.  It 
may  be  illustrated  by  a single  example.  Suppose 
the  three  hundred  thousand  bales  of  cotton  now 
manufactured  in  the  United  States,  were  thrown 
into  the  glutted  markets  of  Europe,  who  can  esti- 
mate the  reduction  in  the  price  ot  that  great  staple 
which  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence? 

The  compromise  of  the  tariff  was  proposed  to 
preserve  our  manufactures  from  impending  ruin 
menaced  by  the  administration  of  general  Jackson, 
and  which  would  have  been  inflicted  at  the  suc- 
ceeding session,  and  to  avert  from  the  union  the 
threatened  danger  of  civil  war.  If  the  compromise 
be  inviolably  maintained,  as  I think  it  ought  to  be, 
I trust  that  the  rate  of  duty  for  which  it  provides, 
in  conjunction  with  the  stipulations  for  cash  duties, 
home  valuations,  and  the  long  list  of  free  articles, 
inserted  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturing  inte- 
rest, will  insure  it  reasonable  and  adequate  protec- 
tion. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  strength,  the  pros- 
perity, and  the  union  of  our  country  was  that  poli- 
cy of  internal  improvements  of  which  you  have 
expressed  approbation.  The  national  road  and  the 
great  canal,  projected  or  executed  by  your  Clin- 
ton, both  having  the  same  object  of  connecting  the 
eastern  and  westerns  portion  ot  the  union,  have  dif- 
fused a spirit  throughout  the  land  which  has  im- 
pelled the  several  states  to  undertake  the  accom- 
plishment of  most  of  the  works  which  ought  to  be 
performed  by  the  present  generation.  And  after 
the  distribution  of  the  large  surplus  recently  made 
from  the  common  treasury,  but  little  now  remains 
for  the  general  government  directly  to  do,  on  this 
great  subject,  except  those  works  which  are  in- 
tended to  provide,  on  navigable  waters,  for  the 
security  of  commerce  and  navigation,  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Cumberland  road. 

I have  been  very  glad,  during  my  voyage  upon 
this  lake,  to  find  that  an  erroneous  impresssion  had 
existed  in  my  mind  as  to  the  improvement  of  har- 
bors. I had  feared  that  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  had  been  often  wasteful  and  unnecessary 
upon  works  on  the  lake  shores.  There  are,  proba- 
bly, a few  instances  in  which  it  might  have  been 
properly  avoided:  but  I am  now  fully  persuaded 
that,  in  the  general,  the  expenditure  has  been  ne- 
cessary, wise  and  salutary. 

In  sustaining  the  great  systems  of  policy  to  which 
I have  just  adverted,  I was  actuated  by  the  para- 
mount desire  which  has  influenced  me  throughout 
my  whole  public  career  of  reserving,  in  all  its  in- 
tegrity and  vigor,  our  happy  union.  In  it  is  com- 
prehended, peace,  safely,  free  institutions  and  all 
that  constitutes  the  pride  and  hope  of  our  country. 
If  we  lift  the  veil  beyond  it,  we  must  start  back 
with  horror  at  the  scenes  of  disorder,  anarchy,  war 
and  despotism  which  rose  up  before  us. 

But  it'  it  be  most  proper  and  expedient  to  leave 
the  case  to  the  several  states,  those  internal  im- 
provements, within  their  respective  limits,  which 
the  wants  of  society  require,  there  is  one  great  and 
lasting  resource  to  which  l think  them  fairly  en- 
titled. The  public  domain  has  accomplished  the 
object  to  which  it  was  dedicated  by  our  revolu- 
tionary fathers,  in  satisfying  the  iand  bounties 
which  were  granted  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  war  of  independence,  and  contributing  to  the 
extinction  of  the  national  debt.  It  is  in  danger  of 
being  totally  lost,  by  loose  and  improvident  legisla- 
tion; anil  under  the  plausible  pretext  of  benefitting 
the  poor,  of  laying,  in  the  hands  of  speculators, 
the  foundations  of  principalities.  I have  thought 
that  the  nett  products  of  the  public  domain  should 
be  equitably  divided  among  all  the  states.  In  their 
hands  the  fund  would  assist  in  the  execution  ol 
those  great  and  costly  works  which  many  of  them 
have  undertaken,  and  some  find  it  difficult  to  com- 
plete. The  withdrawal  of  the  fund  from  the  dan- 
ger to  which  it  is  exposed  and  the  corrupting  in- 
fluences which  it  exerts,  fluctuating  as  the  fund 
does,  from  year  to  year,  would  scarcely  be  felt  by 
the  general  government  in  ils  legitimate  opera- 
tions, and  would  serve  to  impress  upon  it  the  per- 
formance of  the  necessary  duty  of  economy  and 
strict  accountability. 

This  is  not  a suitable  occasion,  and,  perhaps,  I 
am  not  a fit  person  to  expatiate  here,  on  the  con- 


dition ol  our  public  affairs;  but  I trust  that  I shall  be 
excused  for  saying  a few  words  to  those  who  concur 
in  opinion  with  me,  without  intending  the  slightest 
offence  to  any  present,  if  there  be  any  present,  from 
whom  it  is  my  misfortune  to  differ.  We  believe  that 
there  is  a radical  mal-administration  of  the  govern- 
ment; that  great  interests  of  the  country  are  trodden 
down;  that  new  and  dangerous  principles  and  prac- 
tices have  been  introduced  and  continued;  that  a 
fearful  conjunction  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  in 
the  same  hands,  already  alamingly  strong,  is  perse- 
veringly  attempted;  that  the  constitution  has  been 
grossly  violated;  and  that  by  the  vast  accumulation 
of  executive  power,  actual  and  meditated,  our  sys- 
tem is  rapidly  tending  towards  an  elective  mon- 
archy. These  are  our  convictions,  honestly  and 
sincerely  entertained.  They  prescribe  to  us  the 
duties  which  we  have  to  perform  towards  our  coun- 
try. To  correct  past  evils  and  to  avert  impending 
dangers  we  see  no  effectual  remedy  but  in  a change 
of  our  rulers.  The  opposition  constitutes  the  ma- 
jority— unquestionably  the  majority  of — the  nation. 
A great  responsibility,  therefore,  attaches  to  it.  If 
defeated,  it  will  be  defeated  by  its  own  divisions, 
and  not  by  the  merits  of  the  principles  of  its  oppo- 
nent. These  divisions  are,  at  the  same  time,  our 
weakness  and  his  strength. 

Are  we  not  then  called  upon  Mr.  Recorder  and 
fellow-citizens,  by  the  highest  duties  to  our  country, 
to  its  free  institutions,  to  posterity,  and  to  the  world, 
to  rise  above  all  local  prejudices  and  personal  par- 
tialities, to  discard  all  collateral  questions,  to  disre- 
gard every  subordinate  point, and  in  a genuine  spirit 
ofcompromise  and  concession, uniting  hart  and  hand, 
to  preserve  for  ourselves  the  blessings  of  a free  go- 
vernment, wisely,  lion  eslly  and  faithfully  administer- 
ed, and,  as  we  received  them  from  our  lathers,  to 
transmit  them  to  our  children?  Should  we  not  just- 
ly subject  ourselves  to  eternal  reproach,  if  we  per- 
mitted our  differences  about  mere  men  to  bring  de- 
feat and  disaster  upon  our  cause?  Our  principles 
are  imperishable,  but  men  have  but  a fleeting  exis- 
tence, and  are  themselves  liable  to  change  and  cor- 
ruption during  its  brief  continuance. 

If  my  name  creates  any  obstacle  to  cordial  union 
and  harmony,  away  with  it  and  concentrate  upon 
some  individual  more  acceptable  to  all  branches  of 
the  opposition.  What  is  a public  man  worth  who  is 
not  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  himself  for  the  good  of 
his  country?  I have  unaffectedly  desired  retirement. 
I yet  desire  it  when,  consistently  with  the  duties 
and  obligations  which  I owe,  I can  honorably  re- 
tire. No  veteran  soldier,  covered  with  scars  and 
wounds,  inflicted  in  many  severe  battles,  and  hard 
campaigns,  ever  received  his  discharge  with  more 
pleasure  than  I should  mine.  But  I think  that  like 
him,  without  presumption,  I am  entitled  to  an 
honorable  discharge. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Recorder,  allow  me  to  ex- 
press to  the  city  government,  through  you,  my  re- 
spectful and  especial  acknowledgments  for  its  li- 
beral tender  of  the  hospitalities  of  the  city;  and  to 
you  my  thanks  for  the  friendly  and  flattering  man- 
ner in  which  you  have  communicated  it. 


GOVERNOR  EVERETT’S  LETTER 

TO  THE  YOUNG  WHIGS  OF  GREENFIELD. 

Watertown,  25th  June,  1339. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the 
14th  instant,  requesting  me  in  behalf  of  the  young 
men’s  association  of  Greenfield,  to  join  them  in  the 
approaching  celebration  of  the  fourth  of  July.  I 
feel  myself  under  great  obligations  to  you  for  this 
invitation;  but  as  the  executive  council  holds  a stat- 
ed quarterly  session,  in  the  first  week  of  July,  it 
will  be  out  of  my  power  to  leave  Boston  at  that 
time. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the 
favorable  estimate,  you  are  kind  enough  to  place  on 
my  public  services.  Individually,  I can  claim  no 
merit,  but  that  of  having  zealously  exerted  myself 
to  serve  the  commonwealth,  to  the  best  of  my  abili- 
ty. But  it  may  be  justly  claimed  for  the  course  of 
policy,  established  by  all  the  branches  of  the  go- 
vernment under  my  respected  predecessors,  and 
not  knowingly  departed  from  by  me,  that  it  has 
eminently  promoted  the  prosperity  and  sustained 
the  character  of  the  commonwealth.  The  greater 
part  of  the  mo9t  important  public  concerns  is  with- 
in the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  general  govern- 
ment; and  Massachusetts,  in  common  with  her  sis- 
ter states,  has  of  late  years  suffered  deeply  from 
causes  not  within  her  own  control.  But  in  every 
thing  within  the  sphere  and  reach  of  the  slate  govern- 
ment, it  may  be  truly  affirmed  that  her  citizens  have 
for  years  enjoyed,  and  are  now  enjoying  as  large  a 
share  of  prosperity  as  falls  to  the  lot  of  man.  The 
rich  inheritance  oi'blessings  received  from  our  fore- 
fathers has  been  faithfully  administered;  and  the 
pure  principles  of  representative  republican  go- 


vernment, which  they  transmitted  to  us,  have  been 
steadily  adhered  to.  A liberal  and  enlightened 
spirit  of  reform  has  pervaded  our  legislation;  the 
statute  law  has  been  revised,  and  some  of  its  harsh- 
er provisions  softened,  and  a commencement  has 
been  made  of  reducing  the  common  law,  as  far  as 
crimes  and  punishments  are  concerned  to  a uni- 
form written  text.  The  culture  of  the  soil  has 
been  encouraged;  the  natural  resources  of  the  com- 
monwealth have  been  explored  and  developed;  and 
our  territory,  for  the  first  time  has  been  scientifi- 
cally surveyed.  The  buildings  requisite  to  the 
improved  penitentiary  discipline  have  been  erecied 
at  the  state’s  prison;  the  slate  lunatic  hospital  has 
been  founded  and  supported:  other  institutions  of  a 
more  beneficial  character, — hospitals,  asylums, 
and  infirmaries, — have  been  liberally  patronized 
by  the  state;  a productive  school  lund  has  been 
established,  and  the  public  countenance  especially 
extended  to  the  cause  of  popular  education.  Not 
only  have  these  and  various  other  obejects  of  pub- 
lic utility  been  effected  within  the  last  few  years, 
without  recourse  to  taxation,  but  the  usual  direct 
tax,  which  had  been  levied  from  the  settlement  of 
the  country,  has  ceased  to  be  laid;  while  at  the  same 
time,  the  support  of  the  courts  of  probate,  a con- 
siderable portion  of  the  expenses  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  and  the  expenses  of  legislation, 
(all  of  which  were  formerly  charged  upon  the  peo- 
ple,— the  last  named  article  being  at  the  present 
time  by  far  the  heaviest  item  of  public  expenditure) 
have  been  defrayed  from  the  treasury. 

But  the  most  important  feature  of  the  policy 
which  has  prevailed  of  late  years,  remains  to  be 
stated.  The  credit  of  the  commonwealth  has  been 
judiciously  and  efficiently  applied  in  aid  of  the  con- 
struction of  rail  roads  which  will  soon  establish  a 
direct  connection  for  business  and  travel  between 
the  western  shores  of  Michigan  and  the  seacoast 
of  Massachusetts.  In  two  or  three  years,  we  shall 
have  direct  access  to  that  vast  system  of  communi- 
cation natural  and  artificial,  which  exists  in  New 
York,  and  the  states  and  territories  northwest  of  the 
Ohio,  to  an  extent  unequalled  on  the  surface  of  the 
globe.  The  accomplishment  of  this  object  will 
form  an  era  in  the  history  of  the  commonwealth. 
No  anticipations  have  as  yet  been  formed  at  all, 
adequate  to  its  importance.  It  will  be  felt  in  the  in- 
creased prosperity  of  every  section  of  the  state,  and 
will  infuse  new  life  into  every  branch  of  our  indus- 
try. By  the  construction  of  the  w estern  rail  road  and 
the  late  branches  already  in  progress  of  contempla- 
tion, (one  of  which  will  unquestionably  pursue  the 
line  of  Connecticut  river) , Massachusetts  will  reap 
her  share  of  the  fruit  of  the  stupendous  appropria- 
tions for  canals  and  rail  roads,  and  of  the  immense 
capital  invested  in  steam  navigation  on  the  lakes, — 
by  New  York,  and  the  states  and  territories  west  of 
her, — as  largely  as  if  those  appropriations  and  in- 
vestments had  been  made  from  our  treasury,  or  a 
plan  projected  by  ourselves.  By  the  loan  of  the 
state’s  credit  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  millions 
of  dollars,  (the  immediate  effect  of  which  is  in  a 
high  degree  beneficial,  in  applying  that  amount  of 
foreign  capital  to  the  employment  and  reward  of 
domestic  labor  and  industry ),  we  connect  ourselves 
with  a system  of  public  works,  on  which  not  less 
than  seventy -five  millions  of  dollars  will  have  been 
expended.  All  this  is  effected  without  taxation; 
without  imposing  the  burden  of  a dollar  on  the 
people  of  the  commonwealth;  and  such  I am  re- 
joiced lo  say,  is  the  reliance  placed  in  Europe  on 
the  stability  of  our  councils,  on  our  resources,  and 
our  good  faith,  that  notwithstanding  the  attempts 
made  among  us,  (thoughtlessly  I trust),  foi  party 
purpose,  to  shake  the  public  credit,  by  statements 
of  the  financial  condition  of  the  commonwealth 
utterly  destitute  of  truth,  the  stocks  of  Massachu- 
setts continue  to  command  the  highest  price  paid 
for  American  securies  in  London. 

The  prosperous  condition  of  the  commonwealth, 
is  well  adapted  to  awaken  devout  thankfulness  to 
Providence,  and  a grateful  remembrance  of  the  ser- 
vices and  sacrifices  of  our  revolutionary  sires.  It 
forms  a just  subject  of  contemplation  for  the  day 
you  celebrate.  Deeply  regretting  that  I cannot 
iiave  the  pleasure  of  listening  with  you  to  the  elo- 
quent, accomplished  and  patriotic  citizen,  whom 
you  have  selected  a3  your  orator,  and  of  joining 
with  you  in  the  rational  festivities  of  the  occasion, 

I remain,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your 
obliged  friend,  EDWARD  EVERETT. 

To  Messrs.  W.  Thornton  Davis  and  George  Field. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  AND  THE  SUB-TREA- 
SURY, PUBLIC  LANDS,  &c. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  of  New  Hamp- 
shire on  Saturday  the  6th  of  July  inst.  Mr.  'Wells, 
from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  governor’s  message  as  relates  to  the 
keeping  and  disbursing  of  the  public  revenue,  made 
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a report  accompanied  by  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  subsequently  passed  in  both  houses,  by 
large  majorities,  and  approved  by  the  governor. 

1.  Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives in  general  court  convejeed.  That  in  the  opinion 
of  this  legislature,  all  connection  between  banking 
corporations  and  the  government  of  the  U.  States 
should  be  dissolved. 

2.  And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  in  the  opinion 
of  this  legislature,  no  medium  or  curreney  should 
be  received  in  payment  of  the  revenues  of  the  ge- 
neral government  except  gold  and  silver. 

3.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  in  the  opinion 
of  this  legislature,  the  independent  treasury  is  the 
only  system  for  receiving,  paying  and  disbursing 
the  public  revenue,  recognized  by  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

4.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  senators 
from  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
be  instructed,  and  the  representatives  requested,  to 
use  all  proper  exertions  to  effect  the  adoption  ol  the 
independent  treasury. 

5.  And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  secretary 
of  state  be  required  to  transmit  a certified  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  each  senator  and  representative 
from  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  U.  States. 

The  following  has  also  passed  both  branches  of 
the  legislature,  and  been  approved  by  the  governor. 

Whereas  certain  propositions  have  been  before 
the  congress  of  the  United  States,  having  for  their 
object  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  public  lands,  and  whereas  such  a measure  in  the 
opinion  of  this  legislature,  is  not  only  unconstitu- 
al,  but  is  calculated  to  diminish  the  public  revenue 
and  increase  indirect  taxation,  by  affording  a pre- 
text for  the  continuance  of  a high  tariff,  therefore, 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repi  esentatives 
in  general  court  convened,  That  out  senators  in  con- 
gress be  instructed,  and  the  representatives  from 
this  state  be  requested  to  oppose  every  attempt 
which  shall  be  made  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  states, 
or  to  make  any  other  disposition  thereof  except  for 
the  constitutional  purpose  of  providing  for  the  com- 
mon welfare  and  general  defence  of  the  United 
States. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  secretary  of 
state  be  directed  to  furnish  each  of  the  senators  and 
representatives  in  congress  from  this  state,  with  a 
copy  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Swasey  introduced  the  following  joint  reso- 
lutions: 

Whereas  the  legislature  of  this  state,  are,  and 
ought  to  be  sovereign  witbin  the  territorial  juris- 
diction thereof; 

And  whereas  the  legislature  of  this  state,  exer- 
cising the  authority  delegated  temporarily  by  said 
sovereign,  is  bound  toenact.such  laws  as  the  rights, 
interests,  and  well-being  of  the  state  demands; 

And  whereas  the  rights,  interests  and  well-being 
of  the  people  o£  the  state  demand,  that  all  bodies 
associate  or  corporate  within  the  limits  of  this  same, 
and  of  whatever  name,  and  for  what  purpose  creat- 
ed, be  subject  to  the  laws  thereof; 

And  whereas  no  legislature  ot  the  state  has,  or 
ever  had,  under  its  present  constitution,  any  right 
or  power  to  enact  any  general  or  special  law,  or 
grant  any  act  of  incorporation  which  a subsequent 
legislature  duly  constituted,  may  not,  and  of  right 
ought  not,  to  alter,  amend  or  abrogate  whenever 
the  public  good  shall  require  such  alteration,  amend- 
ment or  abrogation. 

Thei  ef ore,  be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  <n  general  court  convened.  That  from 
and  alter  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  it  shall  be 
deemed  lawful  and  competent  for  the  legislature  of 
this  state,  to  alter,  amend  or  abrogate  any  act  of  in- 
corporation heretofore  granted,  or  which  may  here- 
after be  granted,  under  or  by  the  laws  thereof,  or 
which  is,  or  may  be  found  to  exist  within  the  ter- 
ritoral  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  under  any  name, 
and  lor  any  purpose  whatever,  when  in  the  opinion 
of  the  legislature  the  public  good  may  require  such 
alteration,  amendment  or  abrogation  to  the  contra 
ry  notwithstanding.  Provided,  however,  that  when- 
ever the  legislature  shall  abrogate  as  aforesaid,  any 
act  of  incorporation  heretofore  granted,  and  in 
which  the  right  of  such  abrogation  is  not  declared, 
then,  and  in  that  case,  if  the  personal  rights  of  in- 
dividuals are  injuriously  affected  by  such  abroga- 
tion, the  legislature,  upon  due  information  thereof, 
shall  make  such  provision  for  compensating  such 
individuals  for  said  injuries,  as  justice  and  equity 
may  demand. 


RECEPTION  OF  MR  ELLIS. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Constitution,  near  Vera  Cruz, 
Mexico,  June  19 th,  1S39. 

Mv  dear  sir:  I take  pleasure  in  saying  to  you, 
that  we  arrived  here  on  the  17th  insr.  all  well.  Sa- 
lutes were  exchanged  between  this  ship  and  the 


city  of  Vera  Cruz;  a customary  thing  with  nations 
holding  friendly  intercourse  with  each  other. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Ellis  was  landed  this  morning,  with 
the  national  honors  usual  on  such  occasions — a sa- 
lute of  17  guns,  and  manning  the  yards,  with  t lie 
crew  nicely  dressed  in  white,  and  standing  up  on 
the  yards,  supported  by  the  life  lines,  while  the 
salute  is  being  fired.  He  was  accompanied  on  shore 
by  commodore  Claxton,  and  five  of  the  lieutenants, 
as  his  aids  or  suite.  There  were  three  boats  fitted 
up  in  the  best  man-of-war  style;  the  first,  with  judge 
Ellis,  commodore  Claxton  and  the  flag  lieutenant; 
the  second,  four  lieutenants  of  the  ship;  the  third, 
two  of  the  “young  gentlemen,”  (this, is  the  man-of- 
war  title  for  the  midshipmen). 

On  landing  at  the  quay,  they  were  received  by  the 
American  consul  and  the  American  merchants,  from 
whence  we  passed  up  to  the  residence  of  Air.  A. 
and  received  his  hospitality  in  a glass  of  wine.  At 
this  place,  our  minister  was  waited  on  by  the  aid  of 
the  governor,  and  was  tendered  a guard  of  honor, 
for  the  protection  of  his  person  and  property,  and  to 
escort  him  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  This  is  one  of 
those  civil  things  which  tend  to  give  evidence  of  the 
friendly  feelings  that  are  entertained  for  us  by  the 
Alexican  government;  for  doubtless,  gen.  Victoria 
had  his  instructions  from  his  government,  and  com- 
ing from  a man  like  gen.  V.  who,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, was  the  first  president  of  the  Mexican  repub- 
lic, and  the  only  one  that  has  served  out  his  full 
term,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  believe  there  was  much 
sincerity  in  it. — He  is  said  to  have  been  placed  in 
his  present  position,  for  his  law  knowledge,  and 
statesmanlike  qualifications,  as  well  as  for  his  gal- 
lant bravery  as  a soldier.  I was  present  at  the 
official  interview  ol  our  minister  and  commodore 
with  the  governor,  and  can  therefore  tell  you  that  I 
was  favorably  impressed  with  the  various  outlines 
of  the  man;  tie  is  about  5 feet  9 or  10  inches  high, 
with  a stoop  in  his  walk,  occasioned  by  lameness  in 
one  leg,  some  58  or  60  years  of  age.  with  a fine 
head,  well  covered  with  rich  rolling  locks  of  black 
hair,  somewhat  bleached  by  the  many  sunny  days 
of  a tropical  climate,  and  the  fatigues  of  war  and 
diplomacy.  These  combinations  are  enough  to  pro- 
duce the  knitted  brow  and  wrinkled  front  of  any 
man,  who  has  lived  to  the  age  of  60  years  or  more. 
The  interview  between  judge  Ellis,  commodore 
Claxton,  and  gen.  Victoria,  was  very  gratifying, 
leaving  an  impression  on  my  mind,  that  Mexico  was 
an  honorable  debtor,  and  that  she  would  pay  to  our 
citizens,  through  the  government,  all  just  claims 
they  have  against  her.  When  fully  satisfied  of  the 
justice  of  the  claims,  I doubt  not  but  that  speedy 
arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  liquidation  of 
them, and  the  adjustment  of  all  differences.  Then 
will  come  a renewal  of  all  those  friendly  relations 
which  should  exist  between  the  two  republics,  and 
which  would  tend  so  much  to  the  interest  of  both 
countries. 

After  the  interview,  we  returned  to  the  lodgings 
of  judge  Ellis,  took  our  leave  of  him,  and  returned 
to  the  ship.  Judge  E.  expressed  himself  to  me  in 
warm  terms  on  the  pleasures  of  the  passage  from 
New  York,  and  the  continued  kindness  and  atten- 
tion he  hail  received.  I cannot  but  say  to  you,  that 
I was  very  much  pleased  with  the  judge — a gen- 
tleman of  elegant  manners,  and  agreeable  in  con- 
versation— just  such  a minister  as  is  every  way  suit- 
ed to  make  a passage  in  a man-of-war,  pleasant  to 
himself,  and  agreeable  to  all.  \U.  S.  Gazette. 


THE  NEW  BANKS  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  following  letter  and  proposition  explain  an 
arrangement  entered  into  by  the  new  banks,  for 
the  redemption  of  country  bills.  By  this  arrange- 
ment, they  will  near  an  uniform  and  regular  rate 
of  discount  in  this  city: 

New  York,  July  17,  1839. 

In  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the  convention 
representing  a portion  of  the  state  security  banks, 
organized  under  the  general  banking  law  of  this 
state,  held  at  Syracuse  on  the  26th  nit.  the  under- 
signed met  in  this  city  on  the  11th  inst.  to  ascertain 
and  recommend  the  most  favorable  and  judicious 
arrangement  for  redeeming  the  notes  of  the  country 
associations. 

The  convention  at  Syracuse  had  scarcely  ad- 
journed, when  the  three  associated  banks  in  this 
city,  who  have  hitherto  redeemed  the  notes  of  the 
salety  fund  banks  of  the  interior,  issued  a notice  to 
the  country  institutions  that  the  existing  arrange- 
ments for  the  redemption  of  their  notes  would  he 
terminated  at  the  end  of  thirty  days.  It  is  stated 
in  the  circular  issued  by  the  redeeming  banks  in 
the  city,  that  it  is  beyond  their  ability  to  furnish 
the  large  amount  of  funds  required  to  maintain  the 
redemption  of  country  paper  under  the  arrangement 
of  1838,  renewed  in  May,  1839.  This  sudden  and 
unexpected  announcement  naturally  produced  an 


unpleasant  state  of  alarm  and  apprehension,  and 
aggravated  the  existing  embarrassments  in  the  mo- 
ney market,  which  had  already  assumed  a most  se- 
rious character.  In  the  endeavors  of  the  committee 
to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  upon  them,  diffi- 
culties have  been  encountered  which  could  not 
have  been  anticipated  by  the  convention  at  Syra- 
cuse. All  the  propositions  which  we  have  been 
enabled  to  obtain  from  the  city  institutions,  require 
that  the  state  security  banks  in  the  country  should 
place  funds  in  deposite  with  their  correspondents 
here,  in  advance,  sufficient  at  all  times  to  redeem 
their  notes  as  they  may  concentrate  in  the  city  for 
redemption. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  condition  of 
financial  affairs  at  the  present  moment,  the  com- 
mittee are  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient for  all  the  banks  organized  under  the  gene- 
ral banking  law,  to  provide  funds  for  the  redemption 
of  their  notes  in  this  city,  at  a discount  equal  to  the 
ordinary  rate  of  exchange.  It  is  difficult,  and,  in- 
deed, impracticable,  to  fix  an  arbitrary  and  uniform 
rate  of  discount,  which  shall  be  strictly  equal  in  re- 
gard to  all  the  local  institutions  of  the  state.  In 
order  to  attain  that  degree  of  uniformity  which  the 
public  interest  dictates,  a spirit  of  mutual  conces- 
sion must  predominate.  In  determining  the  precise 
rate  to  be  recommended  to  the  country  banks,  the 
committee  have  experienced  much  doubt  and  em- 
barrassment. After  a full  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject in  its  various  points  of  light,  we  have  resolved 
to  recommend  that  all  the  state  security  banks  pro- 
vide funds  for  the  redemption  of  tfieir  notes  in  this 
city,  at  a discount  not  exceeding  three-fourlhs  of 
one  per  cent.  Although  institutions  in  near  proxi- 
mity with  the  city  may  furnish  a just  exception,  it 
is  believed  the  rate  proposed  does  not  exceed  the 
usual  and  average  exchange  in  respect  to  institu- 
tions located  in  the  interior  of  the  state. 

We  have  endeavored  to  obtain  the  most  favora- 
ble terms  for  the  country  associations,  whose  in- 
terest we  represent.  To  this  end,  propositions  were 
solicited  from  several  of  the  city  banks,  and  offers 
have  been  received  from  the  North  American  Trust 
and  Banking  company,  the  Atlantic  bank,  and  the 
American  Exchange  bank.  The  proposition  of  the 
North  American  T i ust  and  Banking  company, which 
is  hereto  annexed,  has  been  selected  by  the  com- 
mittee as  the  most  favorable  and  advantageous  to 
the  country  banks. 

Independently  of  the  rate  of  discount  proposed 
on  notes  presented  for  redemption  by  individual 
holders,  the  committee  deem  it  advisable  to  recom- 
mend that  the  notes  of  the  state  security  banks, 
which  may  be  remitted  to  the  city  by  the  country 
banks,  including  remittances  from  the  safety  fund 
banks,  shall  be  redeemed  at  a discount  of  one-half 
of  one  per  cent,  on  being  regularly  assorted,  sealed 
up  and  presented  to  our  city  correspondent.  On 
this  subject  we  have  conferred  with  the  committee 
now  in  session  in  this  city,  representing  the  safety 
fund  banks,  and  they  have  signified  their  assent  to 
this  proposition.  They  have  also  consented  that 
the  messenger  employed  by  the  safety  fund  banks 
shall  carry  remittances  and  packages  for  such  of 
the  state  security  banks  as  shall  pay  $50  per  annum 
towards  the  expense  of  the  messenger. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  foregoing  propositions  be  carried  in- 
to effect  by  each  of  the  state  security  banks.  It  is 
confidently  believed  that  the  proposed  system  of 
redemption  at  the  great  commercial  centre  ®f  the 
country,  and  the  public  confidence  in  the  superior 
soundness  and  security  of  our  issues,  will  insure  to 
the  notes  of  the  new  banks  perfect  credit  and  a wide 
circulation  throughout  the  union. 

J.  S.  GANSON,  Batavia. 

W.  HUNT,  Lockport. 

W.  II.  ANGEL.  Watertown. 

HORACE  WHITE,  Syracuse. 

JOHN  J.  KNOX,  Vernon.  - 

J.  B.  WILLIAMS,  Ithica. 

WM.  K.  STRONG,  Geneva. 

P roposilion  of  the  North  American  Trust  and  Bank- 
ing company.  The  North  American  Trust  and  Bank- 
ing company  propose  to  the  committee  represent- 
ing the  state  security  banks  of  this  state,  to  open 
an  account  with  those  banks,  and  redeem  their 
notes  at  such  rates  as  they  may  direct.  The  North 
American  Trust  and  Banking  company  will  allow 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  on  balances  to  be  made 
up  once  in  each  week,  and  the  interest  to  be  cre- 
dited semi  annually,  and  will  charge  one-eighth  of 
one  per  cent,  as  a compensation  for  redeeming  the 
notes  ol'  the  country  institutions,  which  are  to  be 
sealed  up  and  held  subject  to  their  order.  The  ex- 
pense and  risk  attending  the  transmission  of  the 
notes  to  be  borne  exclusively  by  the  several  banks. 
It  being  understood  that  sufficient  cash  is  at  all 
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times  to  be  kept  on  deposite  with  the  North  Ame- 
rican Trust  and  Banking  company,  by  each  of  the 
several  banks,  to  meet  such  redemption. 

Collections  will  be  made  by  the  North  American 
Trust  and  Banking  company,  at  the  current  rates. 

JOSEPH  D.  BEERS,  president. 

Walter  Mead,  cashier, 
flew  York,  July  1 6lh,  1839. 


EXPORTS  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  exports  of  New  Orleans  during  the  quarter 
ending  on  the  30th  June  have  amounted  in  value 
to  upwards  of  twenty-two  millions  of  dollar,  viz: 
Exported  in  .American  vessels. 


Danish  West  Indies, 

#7,554 

Holland, 

12,182 

England, 

7,919,470 

Scotland, 

56,781 

Gibraltar, 

61,394 

British  West  Indies,  . 

17,479 

Do.  American  colonies, 

27,519 

France  on  Atlantic, 

. 1,732,574 

Do.  on  Mediterranean, 

66,403 

Hayti,  . 

. 3,451 

Spain  on  A tlantic,  . 

90,135 

Do.  on  Mediterranean, 

. 66,403 

Cuba, 

251,431 

Venezuela, 

2,311 

Cape  de  Verde, 

2,518 

Brazil, 

. 21.S54 

Italy, 

107,640 

Trieste,  . 

. 69,069 

Mexico, 

9S.225 

Texas,  . 

. 166,786 

#10,731,903 

Exported  in  foreign  vessels. 


Sweden, 

125,627 

Danish  West  Indies, 

7,550 

England, 

2,735,960 

Gibraltar, 

56,671 

British  West  Indies, 

744 

Do.  American  colonies, 

32,291 

Hanse  power 

35,044 

France  on  Atlantic, 

. 560,144 

French  West  Indies, 

11,821 

Spain  on  Atlantic, 

27.630 

Do.  on  Mediterranean,  . 

11,300 

Cuba,  . 

23,752 

Africa, 

15  336 

Brazil, 

4,725 

Mexico, 

25,841 

Texas, 

17,632 

#3,703,328 

Exported  coastwise. 

New  York, 

3,437,740 

Boston, 

. 1,906,607 

Philadelphia, 

869,036 

Baltimore, 

609,807 

Charleston, 

111,971 

Savannah, 

18,849 

Richmond, 

206,791 

Providence,  R.  I. 

89,997 

Portsmouth, 

108,634 

New  London, 

12,938 

Hartford, 

123,308 

New  Bedford, 

9,622 

Portland, 

1,4933 

Wilmington, 

2,610 

Newburyport, 

35,089 

Thomaston, 

7,273 

Mobile, 

351,317 

Pensacola, 

214,195 

Recapitulation. 
American  vessels, 

#3,036,726 

#10,734,903 

Foreign  do. 

3,703,328 

Coastwise  do. 

8,036*726 

#22,474,957 

Tonnage. 

Cleared  American  in  foreign  trade  7,312,170 
Do.  do.  coastwise  7,429,350 


14.741.525—95 

JAS.  W.  BREEDLOVE,  collector. 
Collector’s  office,  N.  Orleans,  June  30,  1839. 


DECLINE  OF  SOUTHERN  COMMERCE. 
The  report  of  a committee  of  the  southern  con- 
vention, which  was  field  last  April,  in  Charleston, 
furnishes  the  following  table,  show  ing  the  compara- 
tive progress  of  commerce  at  the  north  and  south: 
The  statistics  of  the  United  States  enable  us  to 
present  the  following  statements,  exhibiting  at  one 
view  the  rise,  progress  and  decay  of  southern  com- 
merce. They  are  extracted  from  one  of  the  docu- 
ments formerly  published  by  this  convention,  and 


show  that  the  time  was  when  the  people  of  (he 
south  were  the  largest  importers  in  the  country. 

In  1769,  the  value  of  the  imports  of  the  several 
colonies  was  as  follows: — 

01  Virginia,  £851,140  sterling. 

New  England  States,  561,000  “ 

New  York,  189,000  “ 

Pennsylvania,  400,000  “ 

South  Carolina,  555,000  “ 

The  exports  were  in  about  the  same  proportion: 
Virginia  exporting  nearly  four  times  as  much  as 
New  York;  and  South  Carolina  nearly  twice  as 
much  as  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  together;  and 
five  times  as  much  as  all  the  New  England  states 
united. 

The  same  relative  proportion  of  imports  is  pre- 
served until  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution, 
when  we  find  them  to  be,  in  the  year  1791,  as  fol- 
lows:— 

Of  New  York,  #3,222,000 

Virginia,  2,486,000 

South  Carolina,  1,520,000 

There  are  no  data  to  show  the  imports  into  the 
several  states  from  the  year  1791  to  1820;  but  the 
general  fact  may  be  assumed  that  the  import  trade 
of  New  York  and  other  northern  stales  has  been 
constantly  progressing,  w hile  that  of  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina  has  as  regularly  diminished.  From 
1821  to  the  present  time,  we  have  sufficient  data, 
and  they  exhibit  the  following  as  the  state  of  the 


import  trade: 

New  York. 

Virginia. 

Smith  Carolina. 

1821, 

#23,000.000 

#1,078,000 

#3,000,000 

1822, 

35,000,000 

864,000 

2,000,000 

1823, 

29,000,000 

681,000 

2,000.000 

1824, 

36,000,000 

639,000 

2,400,000 

1825, 

49.000,000 

553,000 

2,150,000 

1S27, 

39,000,000 

431,000 

1,200,000 

1829, 

43,000,000 

375,000 

1,240,000 

1832, 

57,000,000 

550,000 

1,213,000 

Thus,  the  import  trade  of  New  York  has  gra- 
dually increased  from  £189,000  sterling,  about 
#840,000,  in  the  year  1769,  and  from  about  three 
millions  of  dollars  in  1791,  to  the  enormous  sum, 
in  1832,  of  fifty-seven  millions  of  dollars!  — While 
Virginia  has  fallen  off  in  her  import  trade,  from  two 
and  a half  millions  of  dollars  in  1791,  to  #375,000 
in  1S29,  and  #550,000  in  1832 — not  a great  deal 
more  than  the  freight  of  half  a dozen  ships. 

From  these  calculations,  a few  curious  facts  ap- 
pear. The  imports  of  New  York  were,  in  1832, 
seventy  times  as  great  as  they  were  in  1769,  and 
nearly  twenty  times  more  than  they  were  in  1791. 
Virginia,  on  the  other  hand,  imported,  in  1S29. 
about  one- eleventh  of  what  she  did  in  1769,  and 
about  one-seventh  of  what  she  did  in  1791.  In  a 
period,  too,  of  eight  years,  the  aggregate  imports 
of  New  York  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  eleven 
millions  of  dollars;  those  of  South  Carolina  to  about 
sixteen  millions!  and  those  of  Virginia  to  about  five 
millions!  New  York  imported,  therefore,  in  1832, 
eleven  times  as  much  as  Virginia  did  in  eight  years 
preceding,  and  nearly  four  times  as  much  as  South 
Carolina  did  in  eight  yearn  preceding.  Again,  New 
York  imported  in  one  year  ( 1S32)  nearly  fifty  limes 
as  much  as  South  Carolina  in  the  same  year,  and 
about  110  times  as  much  as  Virginia. 


DUTY  ON  WHALE  OIL. 

In  reply  to  the  memorial  from  the  merchants  and 
others  of  New  Bedford,  caused  by  judge  Story’s 
decision  respecting  a duty  on  whale  oil,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  communicates  the  following, 
which  we  copy  from  the  New  Bedford  Mercury  of 
the  16th  instant: 

Treasury  department,  6th  July,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  Yonr  memorial  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States  has  been  returned  by  him  to  this 
department. 

He  approves  the  views  taken  in  the  circulars  of 
the  comptroller,  and  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  27th, 
and  especially  of  the  preposed  remission  of  the  fo- 
reign duties.  That  will  leave  the  whole  matter  in  a 
fiscal  view  as  it  stood  before  the  late  judicial  deci- 
sion. 

H p has  not  been  able  to  discover  any  further  re- 
lief thal  can  be  property  afforded  by  the  executive . — 
But  the  inconvenience  of  applying  to  the  depart- 
ment for  remission,  which  will  still  remain,  and 
that  only,  connected  with  the  revenue,  can  be  les- 
sened, though  it  cannot  be  avoided  entirely,  till 
new  legislation  is  had,  or  the  judicial  decision  be- 
fore mentioned  is  over-ruled  by  some  other  court. 

All  the  officers  of  the  customs  will  be  expected, 
and  doubtless  will  be  happy  to  facilitate  as  much  as 
possible,  the  steps  which  those  interested  may  find 
it  necessary  to  take  to  procure  relief,  and  I feel  as- 
sured that  as  little  delay  and  cost  will  be  required 
in  any  quarter  as  are  consistent  with  the  laws. 

In  respect  to  the  influence  of  the  late  decision  on 
the  safety  of  the  whale  ships  abroad  and  the  disci- 


pline of  their  crews,  it  must  be  obvious,  that  the 
executive  cannot  properly  interfere  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  laws  whether  for  civil  or  criminal 
liabilities,  as  between  individuals  or  companies  en- 
gaged in  the  fisheries. 

But  I have  no  hesitancy  in  expressing  the  opi- 
nion that  our  national  vessels  and  consular  and  di- 
plomatic officers  will  alford  every  protection  in 
their  power  to  American  citizens  and  to  w hat  is  iti 
fact  and  good  faith  American  property — though  by 
inadvertence  not  accompanied  by  such  papers  as 
the  circuit  court  have  decided  to  be  necessary  and 
proper  under  particular  acts  of  congress. 

Should  you  consider  this  last  suggestion  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  have  new  instructions  sent 
abroad  to  that  effect  by  the  state  and  navy  depart- 
ments, I entertain  no  doubt  they  will  be  cheerfully 
issued  on  your  writing  to  those  departments  for  the 
purpose. 

In  the  meantime  the  apprehension  entertained 
by  some,  that  the  crews  of  vessels  departing  from 
the  United  States  under  enrollment  and  licence, 
would,  at  the  end  of  a year,  be  legally  absolved 
from  their  engagements,  is  not  supposed  by  this  de- 
partment to  be  well  founded.  But  on  the  contrary 
the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  18th  of  February,  1793, 
independent  of  any  engagement  under  the  act  of 
July  20,  1790,  is  believed  to  preserve,  under  cm  tain 
prescribed  declarations  of  the  master,  all  rights  and 
privileges  till  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  in  the  United 
States.  Respectfully  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 
Messrs.  /.  A.  Parker,  Joseph  Grinnell,  A.  Adams, 
C.  IV.  Morgan,  E.  M.  Robinson,  James  Arnold, 
Andrew  Robeson,  committee  of  N.  Bedford. 


NEW  COTTON  CIRCULAR. 

From  the  Macon  ( Geo.)  Messenger,  July  20. 

At  a large  and  very  respectable  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  the  city  of  Macon,  called  to  take  into 
consideration  the  annexed  circular,  addressed  to  the 
cotton  planters,  merchants,  factors,  and  presidents 
and  directors  of  the  several  banks  of  the  southern 
states,  Isaac  G.  Seymour,  mayor  of  the  city,  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  Washington  Poe,  appointed 
secretaiy. 

The  chairman  after  stating  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  proceeded  to  read  the  said  circular — after 
which  the  following  resolutions  were  oflerpil  by  Ab- 
solom  H.  Chappell,  esq.  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Jerry 
Cowles,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  meeting. 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that 
cotton,  the  great  staple  of  the  southern  and  south- 
western part  of  the  union,  having  become,  in  a very 
eminent  degree,  the  controlling  commodity  of  the 
commercial  world,  and  the  influence  which  it  exer- 
cises over  the  agricultural  and  commercial  prosperi- 
ty of  our  own  country,  and  especially  of  the  cotton 
growing  region  of  it,  beinsr  of  the  most  absolute 
and  paramount  character.  Therefore,  it  peculiarly 
behooves  the  citizens  of  the  southern  and  south- 
western states,  earnestly  to  deliberate  whether  any 
and  what  system  can  be  applied  to  the  cotton  trade, 
that  shall  import  to  it  greater  steadiness  and  certain- 
ty', and  secure  to  the  commodity,  with  at  least  some 
approach  to  uniformity,  w hat  may  be  properly  call- 
ed its  due  and  natural  price — that  is  to  say,  a price 
based  on  the  proportion  of  the  annual  supply  to 
the  annual  demand  of  consumption — thereby  pro- 
tecting it  as  far  as  possible  from  those  violent,  ruin- 
ous and  incalculable  fluctuations  which  are  of  such 
frequent  occurrence,  and  which  are  in  numerous 
instances,  the  direct  offspring  of  artificial  causes  and 
combinations. 

Resolved  further.  That  this  meeting  concur  in  the 
views  set  forth  in  the  circular  which  has  been  read 
to  the  meeting  from  the  chair,  and  that  we  believe 
the  measures  therein  recommended,  are  sanative  in 
their  character,  and  if  carried  out  as  contemplated, 
will  be  conducive  to  the  interest  of  the  cotton  grow- 
ing states,  and  therefore,  should  commend  them- 
selves to  the  consideration  of  every  citizen  of  the 
south,  whatever  may  be  his  calling  or  profession. 

Resolved,  That  fully  appreciating  the  compliment 
bestowed  upon  our  city,  in  selecting  it  as  the  place 
of  meeting  for  the  proposed  convention,  we  do  most 
cordially,  and  earnestly  solicit  our  fellow  citizens  of 
the  southern  and  southwestern  stales  and  the  teiri- 
tory  of  Florida,  to  meet  at  this  place  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  in  October  next,  to  deliberate  on  the  im- 
portant matters  disclosed  in  the  before  mentioned 
circular. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  to  be  composed  of  twen- 
ty-one, be  appointed  by  the  chair,  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject embraced  in  the  last  resolution,  and  that  said 
committee  har  e full  power  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  to  them  may  seem  proper  to  obtain  a full  meet- 
ing of  all  interested  in  the  subject  set  forth  in  this 
circular. 

Whereupon  the  chair  appointed  the  following 
gentlemen  the  committee: 
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A.  H Chappell,  Everard  Hamilton,  J.  Cowles, 
James  Goddard,  Richard  H.  Randolph,  Eugenius 
A.  Nisbet,  D.  C.  Campbell,  Elias  Beall,  L.  L.  Grif- 
fin, Chas.  Cotton,  George  Jewett,  Leroy  Napier,  N. 
C.  Monroe,  Ambrose  Baker,  A.  Clopton,  Richard 
K.  Hines,  E.  D.  Tracy,  Henry  G.  Lamar,  Levi 
Eckley,  Win.  B.  Parker  and  Isaac  Stott. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  be  added  to  the  com  • 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Henry  G.  Lamar,  esq.  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  editors  of  papers  in  this, 
and  all  the  states  interested  in  the  subject,  be  re- 
quested to  publish  the  said  circular  and  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  editors  of  newspapers  in  this 
city,  are  requested  to  publish  the  above  proceed- 
ings. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

ISAAC  G.  SEYMOUR;  chairman. 
Washington  Poe,  sec’nj. 

July  17,  1839. 

To  the  cotton  planters,  merchants,  factors,  and  presi- 
dents and  directors  of  the  several  banks  of  the 
southern  slates. 

CIRCULAR. 

Fellow  citizens:  Interested  like  yourselves, 
in  the  cultivation  and  disposal  of  the  great  staple  of 
American  agriculture  and  commerce,  we  have  ac- 
cidentally met  in  this  city,  in  the  midst  of  a crisis 
which  discloses  some  strikingly  momentous  features 
in  the  history  ot  this  most  important  branch  of  the 
trade  of  our  country. 

When  the  cotton  crop  of  the  United  States  was  a 
mere  item  in  its  trade,  and  did  not  reach  a produc- 
tion exceeding  five  hundred  thousand  bales  it  was 
perhaps  safe  to  consider  it  as  one  among  many  arti- 
cles of  barter  and  exchange,  which  left  entirely  to 
the  fortuitous  circumstances  of  commerce,  would 
find  its  level  under  the  influence  of  the  ordinary 
1 iws  of  trade,  without  the  necossi'y  of  resorting  to 
any  means  of  precautionary  protection. 

Times,  however,  have  changed.  Cotton  has  pass- 
ed from  the  condition  of  a mere  article  ot  coinineice, 
to  the  performance  of  the  mighty  function  of  being, 
in  a great  degree,  the  regulator  of  the  exchanges, 
and  tire  standard  of  value  of  our  country.  If  the 
nature  of  this  material  forbids  its  entering  into  our 
circulation,  it  is  scarcely  less  the  basis  of  our  cur- 
rency, than  the  precious  metals;  for  the  fluctuations 
in  its  price  are  felt  with  a sensibility  equally  as 
acute  and  searching,  as  any  of  those  variations 
which  belong  to  the  demand  and  supply  of  these 
sensitive  and  mysterious  tokens  of  national  value. 

The  production  of  this  staple,  has  now  become  so 
immense,  that  it  behooves  those  who  produce  it  by 
a large  investment  of  capital  at  a high  rate  of  inci- 
dental cost,  and  in  a climate  perilous  to  human 
health,  to  consider,  well,  whether  there  are  not  some 
material  circumstances  in  reference  to  the  mode  in 
which  this  product  of  their  labor  is  shipped  from 
this  country,  and  is  brought  to  market  at  ( he  point 
of  ifs  final  sale  and  consumption,  which  demand  the 
application  of  a prompt  and  effective  remedy.  In 
one  word,  is  not  the  important  fact  disclosed,  that 
such  is  the  nnwieldly  amount  of  this  great  staple  of 
southern  industry,  that  it  cannot  be  sent  forward  and 
disposed  of  at  fair  remunerating  prices,  through  the 
ordinary  medium  of  the  mercantile  establishments 
of  this  country  and  in  Europe,  without  the  direct 
co-operation  of  our  banking  institutions.  If  we 
have  become  satisfied  of  this  fact,  ought  we  not  to 
organize  a system,  which  shall  give  perfect  security 
to  this  Seat  interest  in  the  commerce  and  finances 
of  our  country?  The  unwise  and  ruinous  system  of 
sending  the  crop  forward  to  houses  of  circumscrib- 
ed means,  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  who  are 
incapable  of  holding  their  consignments  an  hour  be- 
yond the  maturity  of  the  bills  drawn  against  such 
shipments,  subjects  in  fact,  nearly  the  whole  amount 
of  American  interests  to  foreign  combination,  which 
might  act,  not  only  with  entire  concert,  but  with  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  period,  when  from  the 
rnatui ity  of  the  acceptances  in  question,  property 
to  a stupendous  amount  belonging  to  this  country, 
may  be  ready  for  sacrifice. 

'i'he  great  ami  vital  change  which  must  be  ope- 
rated, is  to  sustain  American  interests,  by  Ameri- 
can credit.  To  realize  at  home,  the  resources  ne- 
cessary for  the  protection  of  our  property  abroad, 
without  the  necessity  of  large  and  inconvenient 
drafts  on  the  capital  and  means  ot  our  great  custo- 
mer. In  other  words,  the  commercial  reforms  we 
desire,  i3  to  send  our  great  staple  to  market,  with- 
out the  period  being  determined  by  the  date  of  a 
bill  of  exchange,  when  it  is  to  be  brought  forward 
for  absolute  ami  unnecessary  sacrifice.  We  believe 
that  the  steadiness  in  price,  which  would  result 
from  a portion,  at  least,  of  the  cotton  crop  being  ex- 
empt from  the  disastrous  fluctuations  arising  from 
compulsory  sales,  would  in  the  end,  be  scarcely 
less  valuable  to  the  spinner  and  consumer  in  Eng- 


land, than  to  the  grower  and  shipper  here — a fact, 
which  we  think  demonstrable  from  the  following  pos- 
tulates, which  we  consider  altogether  self-evident: 

1.  The  nalural  price  of  cotton  is  the  effect  of  the 
fair  and  natural  influence  of  supply  and  demand. 

2.  The  price  cannot  be  steady,  and  the  article 
cannot  be  current,  so  as  to  admit  of  safe  calcula- 
tions on  tlie  part  of  the  planter,  the  manufacturer, 
and  the  merchant,  unless  the  price  be  natural.  It  is 
consequently  the  interest  of  tiie.se  three  classes,  that 
the  article  should  be  protected,  on  the  one  hand, 
from  any  great  and  undue  speculative  action,  which 
might  inflate  prices  above  the  natural  rate — and  on 
the  other,  from  any  derangement  in  the  money  mar- 
ket, or  any  other  accidental  cause,  which  might  de 
press  it  below  that  rate.  The  effect  of  great  and 
undue  speculation  being  lo  derange  the  money  mar- 
ket, and  to  produce  re-action,  with  an  undue  de- 
pression of  prices. 

3.  The  state  of  the  currency  mainly  depends  on 
the  means  which  the  country  possesses,  to  pay  its 
foreign  debt,  by  shipment  of  its  produce.  To  the 
extent  its  produce  or  manufacture  falls  short  of  that 
object,  exports  of  specie  may  be  induced,  the  effect 
of  which  must  be  a reduction  of  the  circulation, 
with  depreciation  of  property  and  general  distress. 

4.  Cotton,  in  this  country,  being  by  far  the  most 
important  produce,  and  affording  the  great  means  of 
paying  its  foreign  debt,  it  is  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity, and  particularly  of  the  moneyed  institutions, 
(hat  the  price  of  it  in  England  (the  great  market) 
should  be  steady,  and  that  the  article  should  be  of 
current  sale,  so  as  to  be  the  means  of  large  and  ef- 
fective remitlance.  It  follows,  that  the  interest  of 
the  banking  institutions  here,  are  the  same  as  those 
of  the  three  classes  first  mentioned,  namely,  that 
the  price  should  be  natural,  that  it  may  be  steady, 
and  of  easy  realization. 

5.  The  interest  of  the  British  government,  of  the 
bank  of  England,  and  of  the  banks  of  that  country 
in  respect  to  this  article,  are  the  same  as  the  inte- 
rests of  the  banks  here.  Their  importation  there 
being  immense,  and  the  employment  oi  a most  nu- 
merous body  of  the  laboring  classes  depending  on 
the  steadiness  of  prices.  When  they  are  not  steady, 
the  foreign  demand  for  manufactured  cotton  is  re- 
duced greatly,  the  operatives  are  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment, and  the  great  means  of  settling  the  ba- 
lance of  trade  without  the  exportation  of  precious 
metals,  are  withdrawn — manufactured  cotton  afford- 
ing by  far  the  most  important  branch  of  their  ex- 
port trade. 

6.  Consequently,  any  arrangement  that  could  be 
formed,  by  which  the  article  would  be  protected 
from  the  effects  of  undue  speculation,  and  from  de- 
pression in  the  money  market,  and  by  which  steadi- 
ness of  price,  with  currency  of  sale,  would  be  pro- 
moted— would  save  some  of  the  greatest  and  best 
interest  in  both  countries. 

7.  It  is  therefore  proposed  to  form  a system  by 
which,  with  the  commencement  of  the  new  crop, 
advances  on  cotton  shall  be  made  with  the  capital  or 
credit  of  banks  here,  thereby  relieving  the  consig- 
nee in  Europe  from  ail  care  or  consideration,  ex- 
cept the  advantageous  sale  of  his  stock,  which 
would  promote  all  these  interests,  and  afford  gene- 
ral satisfaction  on  both  sides  of  the  water,  provided 
it  were  not  made  the  means,  directly  or  indirectly, 
of  undue  speculation  or  monopoly. 

Having  thus  indicated  the  pi inci pies  on  which 
the  proposed  system  must  find  its  justification  and 
basis,  wp  will  now  as  succinctly  as  possible,  detail 
the  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect. 

We  are  far  from  imputing  any  premeditated  hos- 
tility of  the  bank  of  England  to  American  interests; 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  one  of  the  benevolent  influ- 
ences of  commercial  intercourse  to  promote  peace 
and  good  will  among  nations  and  men.  Hence  this 
great  engine  of  t he  commercial  grandeur  and  opu- 
lence ot  Great  Britain,  acting  under  an  enlightened 
instinct,  must  rather  desire  that  its  best  customer 
should  at  all  times  be  in  a condition  to  meet  her  en- 
gagements with  entire  punctuality  and  success. 

But  there  are  epochs  in  tlie  commerce  of  Eng- 
land, whether  from  insufficient  harvests,  a languid 
demand  for  her  manufactures,  or  political  combina 
tions,  when  tlie  bank  may  from  an  urgent  policy 
limit  her  discounts  and  increase  her  rate  of  inlerest. 
This  event  can  never  occur,  without  its  having  a 
blighting  influence  on  any  surplus  of  our  great  sla- 
p!e  which  might  be  unsold  in  England.  Surely  if 
the  bank  of  England  can  exercise  unavoidably  an 
influence  thus  prejudicial,  we  inay  resort  to  ourown 
American  banks,  as  a means  of  security  and  pro- 
tection, without  tlie  invidious  clamor  of  combina- 
tion and  monopoly. 

It  is  time  tiiat  the  absorb  and  senseless  cry  on  the 
subject  of  banks  making  advances  on  cotton  should 
be  understood,  and  finally  put  down.  The  truth  is 
I hat  by  tlie  mere  purchase  of  tlie  foreign  exchanges 
of  the  country,  they  advance  on  neaily  every  bale 


of  cotton  subject  to  foreign  export,  and  this  without 
the  security  of  the  bill  of  lading  and  policy  of  in- 
surance, on  the  mere  personal  responsibility  of  the 
drawers  and  endorsers  of  (he  bill.  Hence  these 
losses  are  most  comprehensive  and  disastrous  after 
every  commercial  crisis  and  revulsion. 

Now  we  propose  giving  to  the  banks  in  all  cases 
the  higher  protection  of  these  securities,  and  that 
early  next  autumn,  one  or  more  banks  in  each  of  the 
great  commercial  cotton  markets  of  the  south  should 
commence  making  advances  on  the  crop,  according 
to  a scale  to  be  graduated  by  what  will  be  a safe 
calculation  of  its  probable  amount,  assuming  12  1-2 
cents  at  home  to  be  about  the  fair  natural  average 
and  remunerating  price  of  this  staple,  on  a product 
of  sixteen  hundred  thousand  bales,  which  is  about 
as  large  a return  as  the  actual  labor  of  the  country 
now  engaged  in  this  branch  of  industry,  is  capable 
of  harvesting. 

The  embarrassments  of  the  southwestern  states 
having  prevented  the  planters  in  these  states  from 
making  any  purchases  of  slaves  from  the  Atlantic 
states,  during  the  last  two  years,  whilst  not  less  than 
ten  per  cent,  of  the  slave  labor  of  the  south  has 
been  abstract  in  the  same  period  from  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cotton,  and  applied  to  the  raising  of  provi- 
sions, and  lo  the  construction  of  those  extensive 
rail  roads  now  in  progress  throughout  that  portion 
of  the  union. 

For  these  advances  we  propose  that  the  banks 
should  issue  to  the  planters,  merchants  and  factors 
of  the  country,  ou  the  production  of  the  bill  of  lad- 
ing, and  the  assignment  ot  the  policy  of  insurance, 
post  notes  of  such  description,  and  payable  at  such 
periods  as  a convention  hereafter  contemplated  may 
suggest;  notes  which  may  be  made  to  answer  botli 
the  purposes  of  currency  and  exchange,  the  details 
of  which  we  refer  to  that  body.  By  this  arrange- 
ment, however, we  feel  satisfied  the  credits  can  be  so 
disti ibuted  that  from  the  day  ot  the  shipment  of 
our  cotton  it  may  probably  be  held  at  least  six 
months  in  Europe,  without  the  foreign  consignee 
being  under  an  advance  of  one  farthing,  and  we 
think  it  quite  easy  to  confer  on  the  houses  to  which 
the  shipments  are  confided,  sufficient  strength  to 
enable  them  to  hold  over  for  even  a longer  period, 
should  safe  remunerating  prices  not  be  obtained  on 
the  maturity  of  the  bills. 

With  a view  of  securing  this  strength,  it  is  indis- 
pensably necessary  that  the  consignments  should 
not  be  too  much  diffused,  but  confined  to  a limited 
number  of  bouses  in  Liverpool  and  Harve,  who, 
acting  as  tlie  agents  of  all  those  who  will  come  into 
this  conservative  system,  will  feel  a common  interest, 
and  will  naturally  aid  and  assist  each  other  under  all 
and  ever}'  contingency. 

This,  fellow  citizens,  is  but  the  brief  outline  of  a 
great  scheme,  for  tlie  protection  of  our  commerce, 
finance  and  exchanges,  the  details  of  which  must 
be  left  for  profound  deliberation  and  concerted  ac- 
tion. To  accomplish  this  object,  we  hereby  invite 
the  planters,  factors  and  cotlon  merchants  of  each 
district  or  county  in  the  southern  states,  and  territory 
of  Florida,  together  with  the  banks,  in  each  of  the 
said  slates  and  territory,  to  send  delegates  to  meet 
us  in  convention  at  Macon,  Georgia,  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  of  October  next,  which  will  be  on  the  22d 
day  of  that  month,  that  we  may  carefully  consider 
tlie  important  matters  disclosed  in  this  circular. 

We  invi!e  a candid  examination  of  this  whole 
scheme,  for  tlie  protection,  not  alone  of  southern  in- 
terests, but  for  tlie  security  of  the  commerce  of  the 
whole  country. 

Let  it  at  least  be  tested  by  patient  investigation 
and  enlightened  research;  if  by  this  plan  one-third 
of  the  entire  cotton  crop  of  tlie  country  can  be  plac- 
ed beyond  the  possibility  of  sacrifice,  it  will  give  se- 
curity to  the  residue,  not  by  entrenching  it  behind 
the  guard? of  a speculative  monopoly,  but  by  hold- 
ing it  in  that  state  of  security,  which  the  just  rela- 
tions of  supply  and  demand  will  always  in  the  long 
run,  establish  and  sustain  in  tlie  trade  of  a great  and 
civilized  country. 

That  no  time  may  be  lost,  we  beg  leave  to  apprise 
you  that  an  agent,  having  our  confidence,  will  leave 
this  shortly  for  Europe,  clothed  with  ample  instruc- 
tions, to  make  such  preliminary  arrangements  with 
the  houses  in  Liverpool  and  Havre,  which  may,  by 
the  sanction  of  the  convention  have  the  proposed 
consignments. 

We  are  aware  of  the  very  potent  opposition, 
which  apian,  even  looking  to  self  defence,  must  in- 
vite botli  at  home  and  abroad,  as  it  runs  counter  to 
a variety  of  interests,  too  powerful  and  too  suscepti- 
ble of  combination,  not  to  be  aroused  into  active 
and  perhaps  inexorable  hostility.  If  our  apology  is 
not  to  be  found  in  tlie  plea,  that  we  have  a right  to 
hold  our  own  property  by  the  means  of  the  credit  of 
our  own  country,  then  we  fearlessly  say,  we  mean  at 
least  to  attempt  it,  in  despite  of  any  opposition, 
however,  eager  and  implacable. 
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We  have  seen  in  the  face  of  a crop  of  1,350,000 
bales  an  effort  made,  and  very  nearly  resulting  in 
sucess,  to  coerce  to  the  acceptance  of  the  same  pri- 
ces, which  were  incident  to  one  of  1,800,000  bales. 
We  ought  not  to  rest  our  security  on  the  adverse 
omens  of  the  crop,  which  is  now  growing  under  the 
will  and  dispensation  of  Providence,  which  has 
already  suffered  in  many  quarters  from  an  intense 
drought,  and  in  others  from  the  ravages  of  the  insects 
so  destructive  to  its  growth  and  maturity.  We 
should  look  beyond  the  era  of  the  short  supply  of 
the  Jast  year,  and  an  apprehended  deficit  during  the 
coming  season.  The  lessons  of  economical  wisdom 
belong  to  all  seasons,  and  all  times,  and  there  is  a 
salutary  truth  in  the  homely  aphorism  that  those 
who  do  not  take  care  of  themselves,  are  not  likely 
to  be  taken  care  of  by  others.  We,  therefore,  sub- 
mit this  call  and  invitation  to  you,  with  the  earnest 
hope,  that  you  will  be  prepared  to  co-operate  with 
us  in  a measure,  in  which  we  believe  the  highest  in- 
terests of  our  common  country  are  involved.  We 
remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

NATH'L.  A.  WARE,  of  Mississippi. 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  Florida. 

THOS.  E.  TART T,  Alabama. 

W.  H.  PRATT,  Alabama. 

D.  P.  HILLHOUSE,  Georgia. 

J.  J.  HUGHES,  Yazoo,  Miss. 

NATHAN  McGEHEE,  Louisiana. 

GEO.  McDUFFIE,  South  Carolina. 

D.  K.  DODGE,  Florida. 

J.  L.  HUNTER,  Alabama. 

JAMES  HAMILTON,  South  Carolina. 

A.  B.  DAVIS,  Georgia. 

HENRY  W.  HILLIARD,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

JOHN  BRANCH,  North  Carolina. 

New  York,  July,  5th,  1839. 


THE  MANIFESTO  OF  THE  COTTON  SPIN- 
NERS. 

( From  the  Manchester  Guardian , July  3d  ) 

THE  AMERICAN  COTTON  SPECULATION. 

As  the  Great  Western  will  sail  on  Saturday  next 
for  the  United  States,  we  think  a few  observations 
upon  the  origin,  present  state  and  probable  conse- 
quences of  the  extraordinary  speculation  in  cotton 
in  the  United  States  may  not  be  entirely  without 
interest  on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic;  and  if  they 
should  have  any  effect  in  checking  the  extreme  dis- 
position of  the  American  planters  and  merchants  to 
resort  of  speculative  means  of  bolstering  up  the 
price  of  their  great  commodity,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  English  manufacturers  in  the  first  instance, 
and  their  loss  ultimately,  our  purpose  in  writing 
them  will  have  been  fully  answered. 

As  some  of  the  American  speculators  have  re- 
cently urged  the  agreement  entered  into  by  certain 
spinners  in  this  neighborhood  to  woik  short  time  as 
an  excuse  for  the  speculative  advances  which  they 
propose  to  make,  or  rather  which  they  wish  to  ob- 
tain, it  is  necessary  to  go  back  a little  and  to  see 
what  was  the  real  origin  of  the  speculation  in 
America,  and  of  the  diminished  consumption  in 
this  country.  On  refering  to  our  own  file  lor  the 
last  year,  we  will  find  the  following  article,  which 
appeared  on  the  29th  December,  some  time  before 
there  had  been  any  agreement  to  work  short  lime 
amongst  any  portion  ot  the  spinners  in  this  country: 

“The  continued  action  of  the  banks  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  on  the  cotton  market,  by  their  extraor- 
dinary and  unwarranted  efforts  to  bolster  up  prices 
by  advances  to  the  planters,  to  enable  them  to  keep 
their  cotton  out  of  the  regular  markets,  has  begun 
to  excite  a feeling  of  alarm  and  irritation  in  this 
neighborhood;  for,  although  it  is  well  known  that 
prices  must  in  the  end  be  regulated,  as  they  ought 
to  be  at  all  times,  by  the  natural  operations  of  sup- 
ply and  demand,  it  is  still  easy  to  see  that  the  in- 
terference now  practising  in  the  southern  states  of 
America  may  very  probably  have  the  effect  of  tem- 
porarily foicing  up  prices  here  to  a very  serious 
extent;  and  the  spinners  will  be  compelled  either  to 
stop  their  works,  or  to  purchase  the  raw'  material  at 
rates  which  they  know  cannot  be  permanent,  with 
certainty  of  loss  Irom  its  subsequent  decline  in  value. 
That  the  system  of  advances  from  the  banks,  w ith 
the  view  of  keeping  cotton  for  a time  out  of  the 
market,  is  now  carried  to  a very  considerable  extent, 
the  recent  advices  from  all  parts  of  the  cotton  grow- 
ing states  abundantly  testify.  On  Saturday  last 
we  inserted  a circular  issued  by  Mr.  Ingersoll, 
nominally  as  agent  to  Humphreys  k.  Biddle,  of  Li- 
verpool, but  really  as  agent  to  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  and  we  now  find  in  the  New  York  Daily 
Express  of  the  7th  December,  another  circular  of 
the  same  kind,  but  emanating  from  a different  quar- 
ter. It  is  in  the  following  terms: 

“Mississippi  Union  bank,  “Jackson,  Nov.  16.  1S39. 

“Sir:  The  directors  ot  this  institution,  believing 
that  the  cotton  crop  of  this  state  will  fall  short,  and 


that  planters  will  postpone  the  sale  of  their  crops 
until  the  deficiency  is  known,  propose  to  advance 
60  dollars  for  every  bale  of  good  cotton,  weighing 
400  lbs.  delivered  to  the  agents  of  this  bank,  to  be 
appointed  at  the  following  shipping  points,  viz:  at 
Natchez,  Vicksburg,  Grand  Gulf,  Rodney,  Man- 
chester, Technia,  Satartia,  Marion,  Greenwood, 
Grenada,  Columbus,  and  Mississippi  city.  The 
owner  to  deliver  to  this  bank  the  said  agent’s  re- 
ceipt, with  the  mark,  number  and  weight  of  each 
bale,  together  with  a note  payable  twelve  months 
after  date,  with  two  or  more  good  securities,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  board  for  said  advance. 

“The  cotton  to  be  shipped  to  Liverpool  or  such 
other  market  as  may  be  designated  by  the  party 
delivering  the  same,  at  his  risk  and  expense,  and 
sold  on  account  of  this  bank.  The  proceeds  toge- 
ther with  the  exchange,  both  foreign  and  domestic, 
to  be  credited  on  his  note,  and  the  rate  of  the  domes- 
tic exchange  to  be  established  by  the  current  rate 
at  the  time  the  account  of  sales  is  received.— Re- 
spectfully. “W.  P.  GRAYSON,  cashier.” 

“Now,  as  the  advance  mentioned  in  this  circular, 
sixty  dollars  a bale,  amounts  to  fifteen  cents  a pound, 
which,  at  the  time  when  the  circular  W'as  written, 
exceeded  the  market  prices  at  New  Orleans,  and 
with  the  freight  and  charges  to  which  it  would  be 
liable,  exceeds  also  the  current  price  in  this  coun- 
try at  the  present  moment,  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive 
what  legitimate  object  the  Mississippi  Union  bank 
can  have  in  making  such  advances.  But  it  is  alleg- 
ed in  one  of  the  American  papers,  that  another  es- 
tablishment in  Mississippi  (the  Brandon  bank,  we 
Delieve)  has  offered  to  advance  70  dollais  per  bale! 
or  17  1-2  cents  per  pound,  and  this  on  cotton  at  that 
time  worth  1-1  to  14  1-2  per  pound  in  the  New  Or- 
leans market!” 

The  circular  of  Mr.  Ingersoll  alluded  to  in  the 
preceding  extract,  turned  out,  as  our  readers  may 
recollect,  to  have  been  wholly  unauthorised,  either 
by  the  bank  ofthe  United  States,  or  by  Humphreys 
& Biddle;  but  the  circulars  of  the  Mississippi 
Union  bank  and  the  Brandon  bank  were  perfectly 
genuine;  and  it  became  well  known  in  this  country, 
that  those  and  several  other  establishments  of  the 
same  kind  were  advancing  largely  at  most  extra- 
vagant rates  upon  cotton  consigned  to  their  order; 
and  that,  consequently,  a very  great  advance  had 
taken  place  in  prices  in  all  the  ports  of  the  United 
States. 

The  effect  of  all  these  proceedings  upon  the  trade 
of  Manchester  and  the  neighborhood,  might  have 
been  foreseen  by  any  one  who  had  paid  attention 
to  the  occurrences  of  the  last  20  or  30  years.  The 
cotton  spinners  had  too  much  experience  of  the  re- 
sults of  former  speculations,  and  the  issue  of  for- 
mer predictions  of  deficient  crops,  to  place  the 
slightest  confidence  in  the  views  of  the  American 
speculators;  and  as  a body  they  refused  to  act  in 
accordance  with  those  views.  Notwithstanding  the 
palpable  falling  off  in  the  receipts  of  cotton  at  the 
American  ports,  which  appeared  to  corroborate  the 
accounts  of  short  crops,  the  spinners  gave  no  credit 
to  those  accounts;  because  it  was  impossible  to 
say  how  far  the  supply  had  been  artificially  check- 
ed, in  order  to  favor  the  view's  ofthe  speculators; 
and,  after  working  out  their  stocks,  they  gave  with 
great  reluctance  the  advanced  prices  which  began 
to  prevail  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  buyers 
of  goods  and  yarns  too,  who  distrusted  the  results 
of  the  speculation  quite  as  much  as  the  spinners, 
were  also  disposed  to  clear  out  their  stocks  before 
they  ventured  upon  fresh  purchases;  and  the  too 
rapid  extension  of  manufacturing  machinery  forthe 
last  year  or  two,  having  produced  an  accumulation 
of  manufactures,  which  could  have  been  taken  off 
only  by  means  of  low  prices  and  general  prosperity 
— the  effect  of  these  joint  causes  was  greatly  to  de- 
press the  price  of  manufactures  as  compared  with 
those  of  the  raw  material;  and  the  spinners  found, 
that  an  advance  of  some  2 l-2d.  per  pound  in  the 
cotton  they  were  buying  at  Liverpool  did  not  cause 
an  advance  of  more  than  a farthing  per  pound. 

That  this  unsatisfactory  state  of  things  was  en 
tirely  brought  about  by  the  American  speculation, 
we  do  not  mean  to  assert;  the  probability  is,  that 
without  any  such  speculation  the  trade  of  the  spinner 
would  not  have  been  very  profitable  during  the  pre- 
sent year;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  by  the 
speculation  the  depression  was  greatly  aggravated. 
The  evil,  as  we  have  already  explained,  did  not 
consist,  in  the  high  price  of  cotton,  so  much  as  in 
the  general  distrust  of  the  stability  of  that  price, 
which  was  produced  by  a knowledge  of  the  specu- 
lative dealings  in  the  United  States.  The  buyers 
of  goods,  without  paying  any  particular  attention 
to  the  relative  prices  of  raw  cotton  and  manufactur- 
ed goods,  very  naturally  argued,  that,  if  prices  had 
been  raised  to  a certain  level  by  the  speculative  ad- 
vances ofthe  American  bankers,  they  would  be  like- 
ly to  fall  considerably  whenever  those  advances 


were  withdrawn  and  the  speculation  wholly  broken 
down.  The  disinclination  to  purchase  might  have 
been  pretty  much  the  same  even  if  the  prices  had 
been  lower  than  they  were,  provided  there  had  been 
the  same  want  of  confidence  in  their  stability. 

How  different  would  have  been  the  situation  of 
all  parties  concerned,  if  the  cotton  crop  had  been, 
from  the  first,  fairly  upon  the  market,  and  the  price 
left  to  be  determined  by  the  natural  operations  of 
supply  and  demand!  If  the  quantity  w'as  so  defi- 
cient as  the  planters  allege  (and  that  there  was  a 
considerable  deficiency  seems  now  probable 
enough)  the  fact  would  very  soon  have  been  mani- 
fested by  deficient  supplies,  which,  in  the  absence 
of  speculative  combinations,  would  have  been  taken 
as  correct  indications  ofthe  amount  of  the  crop. 
Prices  would,  consequently,  have  risen,  without 
materially  checking  the  consumption;  they  would, 
probably,  have  been  decidedly  higher  at  the.  pre- 
sent moment  than  they  now  are,  and  W'ilh  tenden- 
cy upwards,  instead  of  being  in  a state  of  rapid 
decline,  which,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  follow- 
ing facts,  is  likely  to  he  carried  considerably  further. 

It  appears  from  the  Liverpool  United  Brokers’ 
Circular,  that  the  stock  of  American  cotton  in  Li- 
verpool, on  Friday  last  was  no  less  than  4-58,920 
bales,  which  without  any  further  importations,  will 
afford  a supply  of  17,650  bags  per  week,  for  the  re- 
maining 26  weeks  in  the  year.  But  the  purchases 
for  consumption  of  American  cotton  in  Liverpool, 
during  the  first  26  weeks  of  the  year,  have  been 
only  278,117  bales,  or  an  average  of  10,700  balesper 
week.  And  if  we  assume  that  there  were  in  the 
hands  of  dealers  and  spinners  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year,  about  80,000  bales  more  than  at  the 
present  time,  the  consumption  during  the  first  half 
ofthe  year,  has  not  amounted  to  more  than  13,000 
bags  per  week.  And  what  are  the  prospects  of 
consumption  for  the  latter  half  of  the  year?  Unless 
there  should  be  a very  speedy  break  down  of  the 
speculators  giving  confidence  to  dealers  in,  and 
consumers  of  cotton  goods,  as  well  as  to  spinners 
and  manufacturers,  the  consumption  of  American 
cotton  for  the  second  half  of  the  year  cannot  mate- 
rially exceed  that  ofthe  first. 

At  the  present  time,  far  from  increasing,  the 
consumption  is  rapidly  declining,  the  present  week 
having  witnessed  the  commencement  of  short  lime 
amongst  the  spinners  at  Bolton,  (who  have  entered 
into  an  engagement  to  work  not  more  than  four 
days  per  week),  at  Wigan,  where  ten  mills  are 
now  standing  entirely,  and  the  remainder  with  one 
exception  working  half  time  on  the  average,  and  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  where  the  consump- 
tion is  diminishing  every  week.  If  then,  the  con- 
sumption lor  the  second  six  months  of  the  year 
should  not  exceed  that  for  the  first  six  months, 
there  will  be  onthe31st  ofDecember  next,  100,000 
bags  remaining  out  of  the  present  stock  in  Liver- 
pool, together  with  the  whole  of  what  may  be  im- 
ported from  this  time  to  the  end  ofthe  year,  which 
cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  250,000  to  300.000 
bales. 

With  such  a stock  at  the  conclusion  of  the  year, 
and  with  a coming  crop  of  extraordinary  magni- 
tude, we  leave  our  readers  to  judge  what  are  likely 
to  be  the  prices  of  cotton  at  that  time,  and  what 
is  likely  to  be  the  condition  ofthe  parties  who  have 
engaged  in  one  of  the  most  rash  and  insane  specu- 
lations in  modern  times.  That  they  will  be  crush- 
ed by  the  weight  of  their  undertaking,  is  already 
perfectly  clear;  and  the  longer  they  persist  in  their 
present  course — the  more  of  temporaiy  aid  they 
may  receive  from  speculative  bankers,  the  more 
will  consumption  be  diminished — the  more  signal 
and  exemplary  will  be  their  punishment — and  the 
more  extensive  will  be  the  consequent  derangement 
ofthe  commerce,  the  agriculture,  and  the  currency 
ofthe  United  States. 

Such  are  the  consequences  of  excessive  specula- 
tion— such  are  the  evils  inevitably  resulting  from 
attempts  to  monopolize  a commodity  in  extensive 
use,  or  to  bolster  up  its  price  by  artificial  means. 
This  is  far  from  being  the  first  attempt  ofthe  kind 
that,  has  been  made  with  respect  to  cotton,  w hich 
appears  to  have  invited  more  speculation  than  al- 
most any  other  commodity  of  equal  magnitude; 
and  we  believe  no  instance  has  yet  occurred  where 
the  speculation  has  not  involved  in  severe  distress 
and  suffering,  if  not  in  utter  ruin,  the  great  bulk  of 
the  parlies  engaged  in  it,  and  unfortunately  the 
evil  has  not  stopped  there,  but  has  always  extend- 
ed far  and  wide  amongst  those  who  were  perfectly 
innocent  of  the  errors  which  have  given  rise  to  if. 

We  fear  that  the  planters  and  merchants  of  the 
United  States  are,  as  a body,  far  too  prone  to  en- 
gage in  undertakings  which  are  entirely  inconsis- 
tent with  the  ordinary  rules  of  commercial  enter- 
prise; but  they  will  be  bad  learners  indeed  if  the 
result  of  their  present  speculation  does  not  make 
some  impression  upon  their  minds. 
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Among  the  many  valuable  and  important  inventions 
of  the  day,  none  are  more  worthy  of  our  consideration 
than  that  of  F.  P.  Dumphel,  esq.  of  New  York.  I re- 
fer to  the  “fuel  saving  and  spark  consuming  apparatus,” 
lately  tested,  and  its  merits  successfully  proved  upon 
the  Stonington  rail  road.  By  this  machine  the  annoy- 
ance of  sparks  to  travellers  on  rail  road  cars  is  entirely 
done  away.  Not  a spark  is  to  be  seen,  not  a particle 
(d  smoke.  All  is  consumed  in  the  furnace.  Said  ma- 
chine is  very  simple  in  its  construction,  and  is  intended 
to  retain  all  the  heat.  It  is  affixed  to  the  bottom  of  the 
engine  below  the  boiler,  and  by  the  aid  of  a fan  blow- 
er, the  motion  of  which  is  gained  a simple  pully  at- 
tached to  the  wheel,  the  heat  is  caused  to  revolve,  pas- 
sing through  the  tubes  of  the  boiler  and  machine  in  re- 
ciprocal succession.  The  saving  in  fuel  is  about  one 
quarter.  [Y.  Y.  Jour.  Com. 

One  steamboat  has  brought  to  New  Orleans,  in  202 
trips,  which  she  has  performed  between  that  city,  Bayou 
Sara  and  Vicksburg,  1 13,031  bales  of  cotton,  3,114 
hogsheads  sugar,  and  about  1.500  barrels  of  molasses 
and  other  articles. 

Illinois.  Fifteen  new  counties  were  established  at 
the  late  session  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  to  which 
the  following  names  were  given — Marshall,  Brown,  Du 
Page,  Menard,  Logan,  Dane,  Wiliiamson,  Scott,  Car- 
roll,  Lee,  Dewit,  Jersey,  Lake,  Stark  and  Hardin. 

All  the  officers  of  state  left  Vandalia  on  the  1st  inst. 
for  Springfield  the  new  seat  of  government  of  this 
state.  The  Free  Press  intimates  that  there  were  some 
“weeping,  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth,’’  when  the 
grand  caravan  took  up  its  line  of  march  from  the  old 
seat  of  government. 

The  stale  bank  of  Illinois  and  the  pork  trade.  Some 
time  ago  the  Chicago  Democrat  accused  the  bank  of 
being  engaged  in  the  pork  trade,  and  of  having,  upon 
a lot  of  §5  000  worth,  realized  about  $40,000.  The  last 
Chicago  American  contains  a statement  of  the  cashier 
•of  the'Chicngo  branch,  in  which  he  states,  in  the  most 
explicit  and  unqualified  terms,  that  the  whole  is  a sheer 
falsehood,  and  that  the  bank  has  not,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, been  engaged  in  any  pork  transaction. 

[St  Louis  Republican. 

The  debt  of  Russia  is  498,000,000  Prussian  dollars. 
The  expenditures  of  last  year  were  §122.000,000.  The 
revenue  §119,000.000.  The  debt  of  Prussia  is  not  far 
from  §125,000,000.  That  of  Austria  S100.000.000. 
France  §300,000,000,  and  England  more  than  ten 
times  as  great  as  either. 

This  explains  the  saying,  royally  in  debt. 

The  engineers  on  the  central  line  of  rail  road,  in 
Michigan,  have  all  thrown  up  their  employ,  owing  to 
the  reduction  of  compensation.  The  Detroit  Adverti- 
ser says,  very  justly,  that  “scientific  engineers  cannot 
be  employed  at  §300  per  annum,  while  an  unscientific 
engineer,  by  a single  mistake,  may  cost  the  state  thou- 
sands.’’ 


An  account  has  been  kept  by  the  editor  of  the  Har- 
risburg Chronicle  of  all  the  late  fourth  of  July  acci- 
dents which  have  passed  under  his  notice  in  the  news- 
papers up  to  the  17th  inst.  from  which  it  appears  that 
no  less  than  fortv-one  were  killed  and  nineteen  wound- 
ed and  mutilated  on  that  dav,  by  the  bungling  use  of' 
gunpowder  and  artillery.  The  editor  believes  this  to 
be  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  all  the  accidents  which 
happened  on  that  day.  This  is  a shocking  waste  of 
human  life,  the  occurrence  of  which  might  be  readily 
prevented  by  dispensing  with  the  practice  of  firing  ar- 
tillery salutes  on  the  occasion. 

Something  new.  The  Northampton,  (Mass.)  Courier 
contains  the  following  notice: 

To  be  born,  to  be  married,  and  to  die,  are  the  three 
important  eras  in  the  history  of  each  individual  of  the 
human  race  We  publish  for  the  information  of  friends, 
the  marriages  and  deaths  of  people,  but  not  their  births. 
This  is  customary  in  the  journals  in  England,  among 
the  families  of  the  aristocracy,  but  in  this  democratic 
land  it  is  wholly  omitted.  We  know  not  why  it  is  so. 
but  next  week  we  purpose  to  open  this  deparment  of 
domestic  news,  and  solicit  for  insertion  notices  similar 
to  deaths  and  marriages. 

The  bank  of  Missouri  has  declared  a half  yearly  di- 
vidend of  seven  per  cent. 


Revolutionary  patriots.  The  Providence  Journal 
gives  the  following  list  of  the  names,  ages,  and  resideri- 
of  the  twenty-two  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revo- 
lution who  joined  in  celebrating  the  4th  of  July  at  that 
place-  Benjamin  Pidge,  Dighton,  92;  Samuel  Ingra- 
ham, Providence,  90;  Joseph  Wheaton,  Rehoboth,  86; 
Samuel  Tinglev,  Attleborough,  86;  Samuel  Eackforth, 
Johnston,  85;  Nelson  Miller,  Bristol,  84;  Grinnel  Chace, 
Barrino-ton,  82;  Martin  Mason,  Providence,  81;  Aaron 
Turner,  Warren,  81;  William  Harding,  Providence,  80; 
"William  Wilkinson,  do.  79;  Elisha  Arnold,  Cranston, 
77-  William  Arnold,  Warwick,  77;  Levi  Read,  Attle- 
borough, 76;  Charles  Cushing.  Seekonk,  76;  John  Ar- 
nold, Pawtuxet,  70;  Nathaniel  B.  Leonard.  Providence, 
76-  Benjamin  Eddy,  do.  74;  Thomas  Webster,  do.  73; 
Elias  D.  Trafton,  do.  73;  Elisha  Dillingham,  do.  72; 
Benjamin  Peck,  do.  69. 

General  Hamilton.  The  New  York  Express  gives 
the  following  as  a recollection  of  1804.  “On  the  14th 
July  general  Hamilton  expired  at  the  country  seat  of 
William  Bayard,  now  at  the  foot  of  Bank  street,  on  the 
North  river.  He  fell  in  the  duel  the  day  previous  with 
colonel  Burr.  The  city  was  thrown  into  great  conster- 


nation. All  classes,  and  both  political  parties  united 
in  paying  his  memory  proper  respect.  The  merchants, 
the  members  of  the  bar,  the  mechanics,  all  held  meet- 
ings and  adopted  suitable  resolutions.  The  stores  were 
closed — all  business  was  at  a stand.  The  ships  in  port, 
including  the  French  and  British  frigates,  hoisted  their 
colors  half  mast.  The  procession  to  the  grave  was 
comprised  of  all  classes,  in  regular  order.  He  was  bu- 
ried in  Trinity  church  yard.  His  monument,  with  his 
simple  name  and  age,  may  be  seen  on  the  side  adjoin- 
ing Rector  street.  A large  and  beautiful  willow  which 
shaded  his  ashes  was  recently  blown  down  by  the 
storm.  The  correspondence  and  whole  proceedings 
of  the  causes  and  consequences,  are  given  in  the  jour- 
nals of  the  day,  and  occupy  four  columns.  Governor 
Morris  delivered  the  funeral  oration  in  Trinity  church. 
The  grand  jury  found  a bill  of  wilful  murder  against 
Aaron  Burr.’’ 

Major  Jack  Berry,  an  old  and  distinguished  chief  of 
the  Seneca  Indians,  died  at  Buffalo  creek  reservation 
on  the  3d  inst.  He  acted  a conspicuous  part  during 
the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  fought  under  generals 
Scott  and  Potter,  at  the  battles  of  Chippewa,  Bridge- 
water  and  Erie.  He  understood  our  language,  and 
fri  quently  acted  as  interpreter.  One  of  the  last  acts  of 
his  life  was  to  sign  the  treaty  lately  negotiated  by  our 
government  with  the  New  York  Indians;  and  he  en- 
joined upon  his  tribe  the  benefits  which  would  accrue 
to  them  by  removing  to  the  new  home  provided  for 
them  in  the  wsst. 

The  annual  commencement  at  Dickinson  college, 
Carlisle,  Pa.  was  held  on  the  11th  instant,  before  a 
large  concourse  of  cilizens  from  various  sections  of  the 
country.  Within  a few  years,  Dickinson  college  has 
undergone  a thorough  re-organization.  It  is  now  un- 
der the  supervision  of  professor  J.  P.  Durbin,  presi- 
dent of  the  college,  and  a faculty  composed  of  gentle- 
men distinguished  for  their  learning  and  piety. 

The  number  of  students  in  the  college  this  year  is 
embraced  in  the  following  summary. 

Law  students,  19 


Under  graduates — seniors, 

18 

“ juniors, 

22 

“ sophomore’s, 

32 

“ freshmen, 

22 

94 

Pursuing  a partial  course, 

8 

In  college, 

121 

Pupils  in  the  grammar  school, 

102 

Total, 

223 

Honor  to  the  brave  dead.  Major  Benjamin  Romaine, 
of  this  city,  one  of  our  oldest  citizens,  has  become,  by 
auction  purchase,  proprietor  of  the  mausoleum  at  the 
Walabout,  which  contains  the  remains  of  eleven  thou- 
sand American  victims  to  the  horrors  of  the  British 
Jersey  prison  ship.  Tiiese  remains  were  interred  many 
years  since,  and  the  grounds  long  neglected  are  now 
to  be  appropriately  ornamented.  [IV.  Y.  Star. 

Flour  and  Wheat.  The  quantity  of  flour  and  wheat 
delivered  from  the  Erie  canal,  at  the  places  named  be- 
low, during  the  second  week  in  July,  is  as  follows: 
Barrels  four.  Bushels  wheat. 

Schenectady,  679 

West  Troy,  4 683  3,875 

Albany,  12,243  650 


Total,  17,605  4,525 

[Albany  Evening  Journal. 
Mortality  among  fish.  Great  numbers  of  dead  fish 
may  be  found  on  the  shores  of  the  creeks  which  empty 
into  Chester  river,  which  so  taint  the  air,  that,  it  is  high- 
ly offensive  to  approach  them.  Flocks  of  buzzards 
and  other  carnivorous  birds,  together  with  the  swine, 
are  banqueting  upon  them.  The  cause  of  this  great 
mortality  among  the  finny  race  has  been  the  subject  of 
speculation  among  persons  who  reside  near  those  wa- 
ters. Some  have  supposed  that  they  die  upon  the  Hals 
and  other  shoal  places  where  the  water  is  overheated 
by  the  sun,  others  have  attributed  their  destruction  to 
the  immense  quantity  of  grass  which  every  where 
abounds  in  those  creeks.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
prior  to  1832,  the  year  of  the  cholera,  there  were  very 
few,  if  any  dead  fish  to  be  seen;  since  then  they  have 
been  numerous.  Whether  the  cholera  had  any  influ- 
ence upon  the  fish  or  the  water,  and  whether  its  effects 
still  remain,  are  questions  for  the  curious. 

[ Cenlremllc , Md.  Sentinel. 

A convention  of  editors  is  now  sitting  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  for  the  arrangement  of  matters  connected  with 
the  improvement  of  the  character  of  the  press,  and  the 
condi  ion  of  those  identified  with  it. 

The  following  lines,  so  curiously  prophetic,  were 
written  on  the  window  glass  of  an  inn  in  England  in 
1774.  They  are  by  Gulian  Verplanck,  an  uncle  of  the 
present  distinguished  gentleman  of  that  name,  who 
was  at  the  time  upon  his  travels  in  Europe: 

Hail  happy  Britain,  freedom’s  blest  retreat: 

Great  is  thy  power,  thy  wealth,  thy  glory  great; 

But  wealth  and  power  have  no  immortal  day, 

For  all  things  ripen  only  to  decay. 

And  when  Lhai  time  arrives,  the  lot  of  all, 

When  Britain’s  glory,  power  and  wealth  shall  fall; 
Then  shall  thy  sons  by  fate’s  unchang’d  decree, 

In  other  worlds  another  Britain  see, 

And  what  thou  art,  America  shall  be. 

[ Knickerbocker . 


Postage.  In  answer  to  an  inquiry  from  the  editor  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle,  the  postmaster  general 
says,  that  postmasters  are  '‘justified  in  giving  the  usual 
notices  to  the  publishers,  when  requested  to  do  so  by 
subscribers,  of  any  intended  change  in  their  station  or 
residence,”  but,  to  avoid  subsequent  misunderstanding 
between  the  parties,  such  request  should  always  be 
made  in  writing.” 

The  pirate  Kneudsen  pardoned.  Hans  Kneudsen, 
who  had  been  found  guilty  with  Williams,  since  exe- 
cuted at  New  York,  of  piracy,  in  the  Braganza  case, 
but  recommended  to  mercy  by  the  jury,  has  been  par- 
doned by  the  president,  and  was  on  Friday  morning 
set  at  liberty. 

Fool-hardiness  A few  days  ago,  Messrs.  Lewis 
and  Heberton,  of  Philadelphia,  accompanied  by  Messrs. 
Wynn  and  Kembell,  after  having  ventured  under  the 
great  falls  of  Niagara,  to  the  extremity  of  the  termina- 
tion rock,  attempted  to  walk  the  rapids  above  the  falls. 
Mr.  Heberton  took  the  lead,  but  had  not  proceeded  far 
when  his  foot,  slipped,  and  the  force  of  the  water  was 
fast  carrying  him  toward  the  cataract,  when  he  was 
caught  and  saved  from  a dreadful  death  by  Mr.  Lewis, 
sustaining  little  injury  beyond  the  fright  and  a few 
bruises  on  the  hands  by  clutching  at  the  rocks. 

Steam  navigation.  A late  London  paper  cites  a pas- 
sage of  the  steam  ship  City  of  Hamburgh,  between 
London  and  Newcastle,  a distance  of  360  miles,  made 
in  31  hours,  as  a sample  of  rapid  communication.  This 
is  at  the  rate  of  11  2-3  miles  an  hour.  The  Boston  Ad- 
vertiser adds;  The  late  passage  of  the  steamboat  Al- 
bany. from  New  York  to  Albany,  probably  made  with 
the  aid  of  a favorable  tide,  was  equal  to  17  1-2  miles  an 
hour,  running  time  15  miles  an  hour,  including  stojis. 

An  incident  is  related  in  the  New  Orleans  Bee, 
which  is  without  a parallel  in  the  annals  of  travel.  A 
gent'eman  who  left  New  Orleans  in  the  steamboat 
Diana,  reached  Louisville  in  five  days  eighteen  and  a 
half  hours;  remained  at  Louisville  thirty  hours,  and  re- 
turned to  New  Orleans  in  the  steamboat  Comte  in  four 
days  and  a half1 — having  thus  traversed  a distance  of 
about  three  thousand  miles  in  about  eleven  days  and  a 
half. 

Church  built  of  mulberry  trees.  The  Weathersfield 
girls  once  built  a church  out  of  the  proceeds  of  an 
onion  crop.  The  Northampton  Courier  tells  a story  to 
match.  Some  dozen  individuals  in  Amherst,  entered 
into  the  mulberry  business  some  two  or  three  years 
since,  with  a determination,  if  successful,  to  erect  a 
new  meeting  house  in  that  parish.  They  have  been 
successful,  and  out  of  the  profits  of  this  little  joint  stock 
company  a church  is  now  erecting  in  the  east  parish, 
in  Amherst. 

A military  state  convention  was  recently  held  in 
Maine.  About  50  delegates  were  present. 

According  to  a statement  recently  made  in  parlia- 
ment, the  whole  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  va- 
rious wool,  cotton,  flax  and  silk  factories  throughout 
the  united  kingdom,  is  355,333,  viz:  males  153,555 — 
females  196,813. 

Antiquities.  The  lords  of  the  admiralty  have  sent  a 
ship  of  war  to  the  southeastern  part  of  Asia  Minor,  for 
the  purpose  of  transporting  from  thence  to  this  country 
a large  collection  of  most  valuable  ancient  sculptures 
and  has  reliefs,  which  have  been  discovered  by  Mr. 
Fellows,  in  Asia  ?<Iinor,  where  many  towns  and  cities, 
and  a remarkable  and  nearly  perfect  theatre,  hitherto 
quite  unknown,  have  likewise  been  found.  Mr.  Haw- 
kins, one  of  the  curators  of  the  British  museum,  has 
been  principally  instrumental  in  securing  to  that  estab- 
lishment these  invaluable  remains  of  Grecian  art,  ma- 
ny of  which  are  said  to  be  in  a state  of  comparalive 
perfection.  [ London  paper. 

Mr.  Timothy  Conklin,  a soldier  of  the  revolution, 
died  suddenly  of  apoplexy,  while  participating  in  the 
celebration  of  the  fourth  of  July  at  Milan,  Ohio.  He 
was  at  the  age  of  96,  and  had  walked  a distance  of 
three  miles  the  same  morning. 

Spots  on  the  sun's  disc.  It  is  stated  in  the  Franklin, 
(Ohio),  Republican,  that  there  are  three  clusters  of 
spots  now  traversing  the  left  side  of  the  sun,  two  of 
which  are  particularly  large.  The  whole  may  be  seen 
with  any  kind  of  pocket  telescope  or  spy  glass,  the  eye 
being  protected  with  a piece  of  black  glass.  To  this 
cause  may  be  attributed,  it  is  presumed,  the  unusual 
coolness  of  the  season. 

Of  all  the  silk  humbugs  practised  this  season,  the 
“cutest,”  is  that  of  the  vender  in  Connecticut,  who 
makes  his  eggs  of  beeswax,  which  is  melted  and  pour- 
ed through  a fine  sieve  into  water;  the  water  is  then 
poured  out,  and  at  the  bottom  is  found  a multitude  of 
first  rate  silk  worm’s  eggs,  made  of  wax. 

Arrest.  A man  named  Henry  Bright,  formerly  mate 
of  the  Duchess  D’Orleans,  was  arrested  at  the  ciothing 
store  of  Mr.  Mooney,  in  Pratt  street,  Baltimore,  on 
the  20:h  inst.  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Mooney,  on  suspi- 
cion of  having  stolen  from  said  vessel  a box  containing 
§6  000  in  gold.  He  had  made  several  purchases  for 
which  he  invariably  paid  in  doubloons,  and  this  fact, 
with  a knowledge  of  the  robbery  and  the  description 
of  his  person,  led  to  his  arrest,  information  of  which 
has  been  forwarded  to  New  York. 

Specie.  The  Cincinnatti  Republican  of  the  15th 
inst.  says  that  $200,000  in  silver  w-erc  forwarded  from 
that  city  to  the  east,  on  that  day. 
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(tty-The  long  expected  steam  ship.  The  British 
Queen,  arrived  at  New  York  on  Sunday  morning 
last  in  fifteen  days  and  a half  from  Portsmouth, 
from  which  she  sailed  on  the  12th,  bringing  Lon- 
don dates  to  the  11th  ult.  We  have  published  all 
the  news  of  interest  brought  by  her,  which  is  more 
unfavorable  to  the  cotton  holders  than  the  advices 
brougtit  by  the  Great  Western.  Cotton  had  de- 
clined nearly  one  penny,  and  there  was  a prospect 
of  a further  declension  in  the  price  in  consequence 
of  a renewal  of  the  combination  of  the  cotton  spin- 
ners to  “work  short.”  It  is  also  intimated  that  the 
bank  of  England  will  still-further  raise  the  rate  of 
interest,  and  thus  increase  the  embarrassment  of 
the  cotton  market.  The  political  news  is  not  of 
much  interest,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  war 
in  Syria,  all  is  quiet. 

The  news  brought  by  the  Queen  had  not  much 
effect  upon  the  money  market,  lor  the  public  mind 
was  prepared  for  gloomy  tidings — but  some  anxie- 
ty was  felt  about  the  price  of  bills  which  might  be 
wanted  for  remittance  by  that  ship  and  the  Great 
Western,  which  were  announced  to  sail  on  Thurs- 
day last.  The  quantity  wanted  was  not  large, 
and  was  mainly  supplied  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales  at  110,  though  some  bills  were  sold  as  low 
as  1094.  About  a million  of  dollars  has  been  shipped 
for  England  and  France  in  the  course  of  the  week. 
At  ttie  last  advices  from  N.  York  the  money  market 
was,  in  some  degree,  more  easy,  and  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  banks  would  relax  their  policy  and 
“do”  fair  business  paper  to  a moderate  amount. 

The  Great  Western  and  British  Queen  both  sail- 
ed from  New  York  on  Thursday  last.  The  for- 
mer at  about  1 o’clock  P.  M.  and  the  latter  atabout 
2 o’clock  P.  M.  The  Great  Western  carries  out 
65  passengers,  and  the  British  Queen  120.  Amongst 
those  by  the  latter  vessel  areJVIr.  C.  C.  Cambrel- 
eng,  Mrs.  Papineau  and  family,  Madame  Augusta, 
&c.  while  the  lions  of  the  Great  Western  are  Mr. 
Vincent  Noite  and  general  Hamilton. 

It  is  stated  that  the  ships  are  determined  to  have 
a trial  of  speed,  and  that  heavy  bets  have  been  made 
upon  the  result  of  the  race!  One  half  of  the  popu- 
lation of  New  York  and  Brooklyn  lined  the  shores 
and  wharves£to  witness  their  departure;  and  the 
scene  was  not  a little  heightened  by  the  sailing  of 
several  packet  ships. 

The  British  Queen.  This  noble  vessel  caus- 
ed quite  a sensation  in  New  York,  and  tens  of 
thousands  crowded  to  see  her.  But  few  per- 
sons have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  her  machi- 
nery and  accommodations  for  passengers,  See.  which 
are  said  to  be  of  the  very  best  description,  in  con- 
sequence of  her  short  stay  in  port.  As  an  evi- 
dence of  the  perfection  of  the  former,  it  is  stated 
that  her  engines  were  not  stopped  for  one  minute, 
from  the  time  she  left  England  until  she  arrived  at 
the  pier  in  New  York,  where  she  took  her  station 
along  side  of  the  Great  Western  and  caused  that 
favorite  ship  to  dwindle  into  a mere  pigmy  in  com- 
parison. Our  readers  may  form  an  idea  of  the  im- 
mense proportions  of  the  former,  from  the  fact,  that 
see  is  tkirty  feet  longer  than  ttie  ship  of  war  Penn- 
sylvania! 

The  Liverpool  Mercury  informs  us  that  the 
great  steamer,  called  the  President,  will  be  at  that 
port  about  the  first  of  September  to  receive  her 
machinery.  She  is  larger,  will  have  greater  pow- 
er, and  is  generally  considered  a much  finer  vessel 
thau  the  British  Queen.  She  is  intended  to  run 
between  Liverpool  and  New  York.  It  is  also 
stated  in  a letter  from  London,  in  the  New  York 
Commercial,  that  the  Great  Western  steam  ship 
company  are  preparing  to  build  an  iron  steamer,  to 
run  in  connection  with  their  present  ship.  She  is 
to  be  named  the  “New  York”  and  will  have  en- 
gines of  one  thousand  horse  power. 

The  New  York  Express,  second  edition,  dated 
Monday,  2 P.  M.  says: — 

The  commercial  news  by  the  British  Queen  bad 
a3  it  is  for  the  United  States,  has  produced  no  fur- 
ther unfavorable  effects  upon  our  money  market. 
Indeed,  this  news  was  anticipated,  and  the  public 
mind  was  so  stunned  by  ttie  report  brought  by  the 
Great  Western,  that  it  is,  as  it  were,  insensible  now. 
The  public  anxiety’,  is,  if  any  thing,  relieved,  and 
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therefore,  the  feeling  in  the  market  is  perhaps,  a 
little  better. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  losses  on  cotton  will 
fall  heavily  upon  many  New  York  houses — for 
those  houses  here,  which  have  advanced  on  cotton 
are  but  agents  of  holders  at  the  south, — and  the  dif- 
ferences between  their  advances  and  the  actual  price 
it  will  command  is  not  believed  to  be  very  great. 
The  blow  it  is  thought,  will  fall  with  ttie  greatest 
severity  upon  the  south  and  south  west,  while  the 
north  will  be  unscathed. 

We  hear  of  the  exportation  of  manufactured  goods 
from  Liverpool  to  a considerable  amount,  intended  for 
a market  here,  and  for  a sale  on  British  account. 
The  necessities  of  the  manufactures  probably  com- 
pel this  sacrifice,  for  sacrifice  it  must  be  now,  if  such 
goods  to  any  amount  are  sent,  but  ttie  pressure  upon 
the  foreign  money  market  probably  compels  the  sale 
without  regard  to  the  loss. 

There  is  no  panic  in  New  Nork,  as  we  see  stated 
in  some  quarters.  The  attempt  made  by  the  incen- 
diary publications  ot  one  political  print,  and  a hand- 
bill in  the  streets,  to  run  the  banks  for  specie,  has 
had  no  effect,  inasmuch  as  the  readers  and  abettors 
of  such  publications  have  no  means  of  carrying  their 
designs  into  effect.  There  are  no  failures  attracting 
public  attention,  and  we  hear  of  none  at  all.  The 
money’  market  is  tight,  and  the  banks  discount  but 
little,  but  there  is,  fortunately,  no  great  demand  for 
money.  What  specie  may  be  necessary  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  foreign  exchange  wili  quietly  go  out, 
but  there  is  no  alarm  about  it,  and  but  little  anxiety, 
particularly’  as  long  as  the  U.  S.  bank  holds  the  rate 
on  London  film  at  110. 


Official — treasury  notes.  Treasury  depart- 
ment, August  1,  1S39.  Amount  issued  under  ttie 
provision  of  the  act  of  October  12,  1837, 
viz:  $10,000,000  00 

Of  that  issued  there  has 
been  redeemed  9,627,105  46 


Leaving  outstanding  $372,894  54 

In  lieu  of  those  redeem- 
ed there  has  been  is- 
sued under  act  of 
21st  May,  1838,  $5,709,810  01 

Of  that  issued  there 
has  been  redeemed  4,776,450  42 

Leaving  of  that  issue 

outstanding  933,359  59 


Aggregate  of  first  and  second  issues 
outstanding  1,306,254  13 

The  issues  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act 
of  the  2d  of  March, 

1839,  amount  to  3,857,276  21 

Of  that  issue,  there  has 

been  redeemed  3,100  00 

$3,854,176  21 

Making  the  aggregate  of  all  outstand- 
ing $5,160,430  34 

Levi  Woodbury,  sec.  of  the  treasury. 

Case  of  gen.  Gratiot.  From  the  St.  Louis 
Republican  of  Jaly  19.  We  publish  below  a card 
from  col.  Joseph  C.  Laveille,  the  foreman  of  the 
jury  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs.  gen.  Gra- 
tiot before  the  United  Slates  circuit  court.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  statement  of  col.  Laveille,  we  can 
say,  that  in  a free  and  unreserved  conversation 
with  two  or  three  other  jurors,  on  the  same  day  they 
were  discharged  by  the  court,  we  heard  from  them 
the  same  statement  here  made  by  col.  L.  Any 
statement  that  col.  Laveille  may  make  needs  no 
corroborating  testimony  here,  or  in  any  community 
in  which  he  is  known.  There  is  no  man  in  this 
community  whose  assertions  will  receive  more  cre- 
dence than  his. 

My  attention  having  been  called  to  an  article  in 
the  Washington  Globe  ol  the  27th  of  May  last, 
headed  “juries  and  defaulters,”  I do  unhesitatingly 
declare,  in  my  capacity  of  foreman  of  the  jury  in  the 
cause  United  States  vs.  gen.  C.  Gratiot,  heard  be- 
fore judge  Catron,  in  the  court  house  in  this  city 
in  April  last,  that  the  statements  made  in  reference 
to  said  cause  are  at  utter  variance  with  the  truth. 
The  writer  says:  “The  verdict  would  have  been  in 


accordance  with  the  charge  of  the  court,  but  for  the 
opposition  of  a single  juror.” 

Now  I state  confidently,  that  eight  jurors  were 
agreed  to  give  a verdict  for  gen.  Gratiot.  Of  two 
others  I can  only  speak  doubtingly,  but  I can  aver 

> with  confidence,  that  up  to  the  period  of  our  dis- 
charge only  two  of  the  jurors  were  prepared  to 
give  a verdict  for  the  United  States  for  the  amount 
claimed. 

It  was  recommended  to  the  jury  to  agree  to  the 
following:  “In  obedience  to  the  instruction  of  the 
court,  we  find  for  the  United  States:”  this  was 
drawn  up  and  sealed , but  not  carried  into  court, 
and  the  jury  remained  in  charge  of  the  marshal 
until  dismissed  at  the  rising  of  the  court,  without 
any  change  in  their  opinions. 

Joseph  C.  Laville. 

St.  Louis,  July  1,  1839. 

Consul.  The  president  of  the  United  States  has 
officially  recognized  senor  Don  Juan  Bautista  Pur- 
roy  as  consul  of  the  republic  of  Venezuela  for  the 
city  of  New  York. 

Appointments  by  the  president.  H.  L. 
Holmes,  of  North  Carolina,  to  be  attorney  of  the" 
United  States  for  the  district  of  North  Carolina,  in 
the  place  of  Thomas  P.  Devereaux,  resigned. 

Thomas  Turner,  of  Georgetown,  to  be  justice  of 
the  peace  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Department  of  state.  Information  has  been 
officially  received  of  the  establishment  of  two  new 
light  houses  on  the  French  coast  of  theManehe  or 
British  channel,  viz: 

One  at  cape  carteret,  in  the  latitude  of  49  de- 
grees 22  minutes  and  27  seconds  north,  and  4 de- 
grees 8 minutes  and  40  seconds  longitude  west 
from  Paris.  The  light  is  a repeating  light,  at  in- 
tervals of  half  a minute  each,  situated  on  a tower 
about  240  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  48 
feet  from  the  ground.  It  may  be  seen  in  fine 
weather  at  the  distance  of  18  miles;  the  eclipses 
will  however  be  total  only  beyond  7 miles. 

The  other,  on  the  central  fort  of  the  dyke  at 
Cherbourg,  in  the  latitude  of  49  degrees  40  minutes 
and  28  seconds,  and  3 degrees  57  minutes  and  23 
seconds  longitude,  west  from  Paris;  the  light  is  a 
small  light,  varied  by  bright  flashes  every  three 
minutes,  situated  on  a tower  newly  erected' on  the 
central  fort,  about  65  feet  above  the  water  at  high 
tide.  It  may  be  seen  at  the  distance  of  about  nine 
miles  in  ordinary  w’eather. 

Banks  in  South  America.  A citizen  of  the 
United  States  has  obtained  a charter  from  the  re- 
public of  Ecuador,  for  a bank,  the  principal  branch 
of  which  is  to  be  established  at  Guayaquil.  The 
chief  provisions  of  the  charter  are  these: 

The  bank  is  to  be  one  of  discount  and  deposite. 
The  capital,  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
paid  in  coin  of  the  republic,  and  to  remain  con- 
stantly in  the  bank. 

The  bank  may  issue  bills,  payable  in  specie  at 
sight,  to  twice  the  amount  of  the  capital.  No  bill 
to  be  issued  for  less  than  ten  dollars,  under  penalty 
of  forfeiting  the  charter.  These  bills  shall  not  be 
held  as  legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts.  The  go- 
vernment may  receive  them  in  payment  of  duties, 
but  will  not  compel  its  creditors  to  receive  them. 

The  bank  shall  lend  to  no  individual  at  one  time, 
more  than  ten  thousand  dollars.  It  thall  hold  no 
property,  other  than  the  banking  house. 

It  shall  not  be  concerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
any  commercial  transactions,  other  than  the  purchase 
of  bills  of  exchange,  foreign  and  domestic,  under 
penalty  of  forfeiting  its  charter 

The  bank  may  demand  nine  per  cent,  interest 
upon  its  loans,  and  not  more.  No  officer  or  direc- 
tor of  the  bank  shall  borrow  from  it  more  than  five 
thousand  dollars  at  any  one  time. 

The  charter  shall  continue  for  ten  years,  revoca- 
ble at  the  pleasure  of  the  government. 

The  bank  ahall  recieve  in  deposite  all  funds  of 
the  government. 

The  bank  shall  receive  in  deposite  all  funds  of  the 
government,  and  pay  them  out,  free  of  charge. 
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The  Ottoman  porte.  The  Turkish  vocabu- 
lary would  be  a very  convenient  thing  for  the  rea- 
der of  newspapers,  and  particularly  at  the  present 
time,  when  Turkish  affairs  are  brought  into  special 
notice.  Many  are  confused  by  the  various  terms 
which  they  find  in  the  papers;  they  fead  of  the  Ot- 
toman porte — the  sublime  port — the  divan,  &c. 
without  gaining  any  very  distinct  ideas,  and  they 
either  omit  the  oriental  news  as  unintelligible,  or 
content  themselves  with  a very  superficial  acquaint- 
ance with  it.  Some  of  our  readers  may  perhaps  be 
gratified  with  an  explanation  of  several  of  the  terms 
in  question  although  others  will  need  no  such  infor- 
mation. We  therefore  turn  hastily  to  several  works 
of  reference,  and  give  the  following: 

Sultan  is  the  title  of  the  Turkish  despot.  It  is  a 
word  of  Arabic  origin  signifying  mighty.  The  pow- 
er of  the  sultan  is  hereditary,  and  knows  no  limit 
except  the  precepts  of  the  Koran,  and  no  restraint 
except  the  fear  of  assassination.  The  whole  admi- 
nistration, civil,  military  and  religious  is  at  his  dis- 
posal. Grand  seignor  is  another  title  by  which  he 
i3  known.  The  title  padishah  also  belongs  to  him, 
and  is  regarded  in  Turkey  as  highly  honorable. — 
The  present  sultan  is  Mahmoud  If. 

Ottoman,  the  appellation  given  to  the  Turkish 
empire,  is  derived  from  the  name  of  its  founder. — 
Othman,  Ottoman  or  Osman. 

Ottoman  porte,  or  sublime  porte,  is  the  name  of  the 
Turkish  government.  The  word  porte,  (Latin  por- 
ia,  a gate)  was  applied  because  this  was  the  name 
given  to  the  gate  of  the  sultan’s  palace. 

Divan,  the  name  of  the  supreme  council  of  state. 
Its  original  signification  is— a board,  or  low  level. 
Its  use  therefore  corresponds  nearly  with  our  use 
of  board  for  council. 

Grand  vizier,  the  prime  minister  of  state.  On 
him  devolves  the  actual  authority.  He  appoints  to 
all  ciyil  and  military  officers,  and  puts  to  death 
whom  he  pleases.  The  word  vizier  probably  comes 
from  the  Latin  video,  to  see. 

Mufti.  This  is  the  title  of  the  supreme  judicial 
officer,  and  interpreter  of  the  Koran.  His  office 
cannot  be  compared  with  any  in  the  governments  of 
western  Europe.  His  rank  is  next  to  that  of  the 
grand  vizier,  if  not  superior. 

Reis  effendi,  the  secretary  of  state.  The  word 
effendi  is  of  modern  introduction,  and  is  a corruption 
of  a Greek  word  signifying  lord  or  master.  It  is  of- 
ten used  as  a term  of  respect. 

Pashaw,  or  bashaw,  or  pacha,  the  first  being  the 
most  correct.  This  is  the  governor  of  a Turkish 
province.  He  is  appointed  by  the  sultan  or  vizier, 
and  exercises  great  power.  “The  most  distinguish- 
ed have  three  horse-tails  carried  before  them;  the 
inferior  only  two.”  The  capudan  (captain)  pa- 
shaw is  the  high  admiral. 

Mussulman  or  moslem  signifies,  in  the  Turkish 
language,  a true  believer.  [ North  American. 

Venezuela,  New  Grenada  and  Ecuador. — 
Extract  from  the  message  of  Dr.  Marques,  presi- 
dent of  New  Grenada,  to  the  present  congress  of 
that  state.  The  divisions  of  the  debt  of  Colombia 
among  the  three  states  into  which  it  is  now  sepa- 
rated, is  important  to  the  interests  of  American 
citizens  having  claims  upon  Colombia: 

“The  congress  of  plenipotentiaries,  from  the 
three  state  of  Venezuela,  New  Grenada  and  Ecua- 
dor, into  which  the  former  republic  of  Colombia 
has  been  divided,  has  remained  in  session  at  Bogota 
since  the  25th  April,  1S38.  Order,  and  great  zeal 
to  promote  the  interests  of  these  states,  have  mark- 
ed the  labors  of  the  commission.  The  subjects  of 
finances  and  of  the  state  debt,  which  exclusively 
engage  the  attention  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  will 
doubtless  be  satisfactorily  adjusted;  nor  will  those 
difficult  and  complicated  questions  be  sutfeied  to 
disturb  the  good  intelligence  which  now  subsists  be- 
tween the  three  republics.” 

The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for 
the  republic  of  New  Greneda  presents  the  following 
statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures: 

Receipts  of  the  present  year  - $2,449,284 

“ 1838  - - 2,192,572 


Increase  - - $256,712 


Ot'  the  three  per  cent,  consolidated  debt,  there  are 
$6,998,212;  of  debt  bearing  five  yer  cent,  interest, 
there  are  $5,374,905. 

In  the  distribution  of  this  debt  of  Colombia 
among  the  three  states,  it  is  agreed  that  Venezuela 
shall  assume  twenty-eight  and  a half  parts  in  a hun- 
dred, New  Greneda  fiftj'  parts.  andEcuador  twenty- 
one  and  a half  parts.  [Globe. 


National  debts.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  fol- 
lowing table,  copied  from  a recent  speech  in  the 
English  house  of  commons,  that  Sweden,  Switzer- 
land and  the  United  States,  are  the  only  nations 
which  are  free  from  a national  debt: 


Debt  per  head. 
Proportion  of 


£ 

£ 

S. 

d. 

England, 

800,000,000 

32 

0 

6 

France, 

194,400,000 

5 

19 

7 

Russia, 

35,550,000 

0 

11 

7 

Austria, 

77,100,000 

2 

7 

6 

Prussia, 

29,701,000 

2 

7 

7 

Netherlands, 

148,500,000 

23 

5 

5 

Spain, 

United  States, 

70,000,000 

5 

0 

8 

18,974,000 

1 

18 

4 

Sicilies, 

Bavaria, 

11,311,000 

2 

16 

0 

Sardinia, 

4,584,000 

1 

1 

2 

Turkey, 

Sweden, 

3,667,000 

0 

7 

8 

5,619,000 

1 

2 

6 

Portugal, 

Denmark, 

3,790,000 

1 

18 

4 

Rome, 

17,142,000 

7 

9 

0 

Poland, 

5,740,000 

1 

3 

3 

Saxony, 

3,300,000 

2 

9 

1 

Hanover, 

2,234,000 

1 

10 

0 

Baden, 

1,570,000 

1 

9 

2 

Wirtemberg, 

2,506,000 

1 

12 

7 

Tuscany, 

1,384,000 

1 

4 

11 

Hesse,  (Darmstadt), 

1,184,000 

220,000 

1 

3 

11 

Hesse,  (Electorate) 

Switzerland, 

Norway, 

1 

1 

1 

252,000 

0 

3 

1 

East  India  campany’s 

territories. 

47,609,000 

0 

9 

0 

Value  of  imports.  Comparative  statement  of  the 
amount  of  imports  of  some  of  the  principal  articles  of 
merchandise,  in  the  three  last  years. 

1838.  1837.  1836. 

Bullion,  gold,  $230,694  586,549  1,913,137 

“ silver,  392,843  594,291  318,250 

Specie,  gold,  11,444,189  1,895,265  5,318,725 

“ Silver,  5,679,390  7,490,309  5,850,669 

Teas,  fr.  China,  lbs.  14,414,046  16,973,742  16,381,162 
“ $3,495,151  5,902,695  5.341,506 

Coffee,  lbs.  88,139,720  88,140,403  93,790,507 
“ $7,640,217  8,657,760  9,653,053 

Silks,  $9,454,160  13,407,475  22,079,002 

Total  free  of  duty,  60,860,005  69,250,031  92,056,481 
Cloths  & cassimeres,  5,195,965  3,013,460  8,926,382 

Cotton  goods,  prit’d,  4,217,551  7.087,270  12,192,680 

“ white,  980, 143  1,611,398  2,766,787 

Total  at  ad.  val. 

duties,  27,090,480  37,716.374  59,343,388 

Flannels,  squ’r  y’d,  199,740  166,188  635,316 

“ $98,011  84,112  306,952 

Carpeting,  sq.  yds.  291,247  556,970  1,050,654 

“ $159,979  623,101  964,915 

Sugar,  brown,  lbs.  139,200,905  120,416,071  181,243,537 
“ “ $6,466,199  6,118,166  11,623,699 

“ white,  lbs.  14,678,238  15,723,748  10,182,578 
“ “ $1,120,161  1,084,502  890,805 

Iron,  bar,  rolled,  cwt.  723,481  956,892  933,514 

“ “ “ $1,825,121  2,573,367  2,131.828 

“ ham’rd,  cwt.  426,389  626,512  653,752 

“ “ “ $1,166,196  2,017,346  1,891,214 

Total,  spec,  dut’s,  25,766,919  34,022,812  38,580,166 
Agggregate,  $113,717,404  140,989,217  189,980,035 


J.  Q.  Adams’  toast.  Delivered  at  Canton  on 
the  4th  of  July: 

The  grand  climacteric  of  our  country. — May  her 
old  age  never  fail  to  fulfil  the  promises  of  her  youth. 

The  president  of  the  day  then  announced  the 
following  toast: 

The  sage  and  patriot,  John  Quincy  Adams. 

“Who  born  for  the  country  ne’er  narrowed  his  mind, 
Nor  to  party  gave  up  what  was  meant  for  mankind.’’ 


Expenditures  for  1839  - - $2,373,129 

Receipts  - - - 2,449,284 

Excess  of  receipts  - $76,155 

Remitted  to  London,  to  pay  the  interest  on  national 
debt  -----  $144,000 

The  public  debt  of  Colombia,  at  the  period  of 
the  tripple  divisions,  amounted  to  about  $50,000,000 
by  estimation. 

According  to  the  projet  of  treaty  adopted  by  the 
plenipotentiaries,  this  debt  consisted  of  consolidated 
three  and  five  per  cent,  loans  and  of  floating  debts. 
The  amount  of  the  latter  cannot  yet  be  ascertained. 


Judge  White,  of  Tenn.  At  the  celebration 
of  the  4th  of  July,  in  Knoxville,  judge  White,  who 
was  present,  was  toasted,  for  his  “firm,  constant  and 
unwavering  support  of  republican  principles.” — 
The  Knoxville  Times  says: 

“After  the  renewed  cheers  with  which  this  sen- 
timent was  received  by  the  company,  had  subsid- 
ed, judge  .White  rose  and  remarked  that,  ‘So  unex- 
pected were  these  expressions  of  opinion  and  feel- 
ing, so  totally  unprepared  was  he,  to  give  sufficient 
utterance  to  the  warm  emotions  which  they  had 
excited  in  his  breast,  that  he  had  never  risen  under 
more  real  embarrassment  than  at  this  time.’ 


“After  an  eloquent  reference  to  his  inheritance  of 
unalloyed  whig  blood  from  some  of  the  purest 
patriots  of  the  revolution,  and  the  manly  rebuke  of 
the  charge  of  federalism  alluded  to  in  the  toast,  he 
remarked  that  as  he  ‘wished  not  to  say  any  thing 
oh  that  day,  which  might  be  adverse  to  the  political 
feelings  of  any  one,  he  would  there  conclude.” 
He  was  here  interrupted  by  urgent  and  reiterated 
cries  of  ‘go  on!  go  on!’  when,  after  some  hesita- 
tion, he  proceeded  with  a most  lucid  and  masterly 
exhibition  of  his  own  position — the  consistency  of 
his  present  opinions,  with  those  of  his  former  life; 
followed  by  an  exposure  offsets,  in  relation  to  the 
reckless  and  extravagant  system  of  government 
expenditures,  particularly  as  relates  to  Indian  af- 
fairs, the  chairman  of  the  committee  upon  which 
subject,  in  the  United  States  senate,  he  has  been 
for  many  years. 

“Judge  White  concluded  with  the  following 
toast — 

“By  the  hon.  Hugh  L.  White — The  Tennessee 
Whigs — May  they  ever  resist  the  exercise  of  un- 
constitutional and  oppressive  power,  come  from 
what  quarter  it  may,  from  open  enemies  or  false 
friends.  In  doing  so,  ‘they  follow  in  the  footsteps’ 
of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  the  other  whigs  of  1776.” 

An  important  fact  in  mr.  clay’s  history. 
The  Charlottesville  Advocate,  in  an  article  on  Mr. 
Clay’s  public  life,  says,  “it  is  not  a little  remarka- 
ble, however,  in  the  midst  of  all  this  neglect,  how 
invariably  his  master  spirit  has  been  looked  to,  both 
by  friends  and  foes,  whenever  any  great  and  immi- 
nent danger  has  impended  over  the  country.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  last  war,  he  was  the  per- 
son selected  by  president  Madison  to  becommand- 
er-in-chief  of  the  army,  and  he  was  not  nominated 
only  because  the  government  could  not  get  on  with- 
out his  assistance  in  congress,  where  his  poweriul 
mind  and  great  popularity  enabled  him  to  render 
services,  the  value  of  which  it  would  not  be  easy 
now  to  estimate — consummating  all  at  Ghent, 
were,  with  the  aid  of  the  other  commissioners,  he 
succeeded  in  giving  to  this  second  war  of  indepen- 
dence an  honorable,  and,  for  us,  happy  and  fortu- 
nate termination. 

The  east  and  the  west.  The  Hon.  John 
Reed,  a member  of  congress  from  Massachusetts, 
was  at  Maumee  city,  Indiana,  on  the  4th  ultimo,  and 
joined  in  the  celebration  of  the  day.  The  Express 
says  that,  on  being  called  upon  for  a sentiment,  he 
rose  and  addressed  the  company  to  the  following 
effect: 

“I  rise,  Mr.  President,  to  offer  an  apology,  and, 
in  so  doing,  I am  impelled  to  state  the  feelings  that 
have  prompted  me  to  offer  the  few  remarks  with 
which  I shall  trouble  you.  Iam  among  you,  gen- 
tlemen, a stranger  yesterday  evening,  and,  but  for 
ad  unexpected  interposition  of  Providence,  should 
have  left  you  this  morning.  I have  to  thank  your 
hospitality  for  the  kindness  with  which  you  have 
treated  an  entire  stranger,  whose  only  claim  upon 
you  was  that  he  was  thrown  among  you  on  a day  of 
national  rejoicing,  when  the  bonds  of  love  to  our 
kind  are  drawn  stronger  by  the  recollection  of  the 
signal  benefits  that  have  arisen  from  the  union  of 
men,  all  acting  in  a good  cause,  and  influenced  by 
the  same  motive.  My  thanks,  flowing  from  a full 
heart,  you  have,  for  the  generous  consideration 
which  has  enabled  me  to  participate  in  the  celebra- 
tion of  a day  dear  to  us  all,  and  especially  for  that 
cordiality  that  has  taken  away  all  feelings  of 
strangeness  from  my  bosom,  and  identified  me  with 
you  in  social,  as  strongly  as  I have  been  attached 
to  you,  as  a part  of  the  great  west,  in  my  national 
feelings. 

“For  a number  of  years,  it  has  been  my  lot  to  re- 
present the  district  in  which  1 reside  in  congress, 
and  il  is  with  feelings  of  just  pride  that  I state  that, 
during  the  time,  no  single  member  has  given  more 
votes  for  the  furtherance  of  western  improvements. 

I have  watched  the  growth  and  improvement  of 
the  west  for  many  years;  and,  although  this  is  my 
first  visit  to  your  land,  my  spirit  has  wandered  here 
much  and  often,  while  I have  examined  your  maps 
— traced  your  great  rivers — followed  the  meander- 
ings  of  your  mighty  lakes — traced  the  course  of 
your  canals  and  railroads — and  fixed  in  my  mind 
the  points  where  future  cities  are  to  arise,  rich  in 
the  tread  of  a people  rendered  wealthy  by  the  culti- 
vation of  a soil  whose  fertility  can  only  be  com- 
pared to  itself,  and  besides  itself  can  find  no  paral- 
lel. Nor,  in  turning  my  eyes  to  the  west,  am  I 
alone.  Massachusetts — the  whole  of  NewEngland, 
is  looking  in  this  direction  with  an  intensity  which 
is  the  offspring  of  their  feelings  of  national  pride  as 
well  as  of  their  interest.  Thousands  of  the  enter-  ! 
prising  of  every  sort  are  looking  upon  the  luxuriant 
plains  and  rich  valleys  of  the  great  west  as  the 
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places  for  the  future  homes  of  themselves  and  their 
children;  while  thousands  more  look  upon  this 
same  country  as  the  land  from  which  their  bread 
must  tlovv,  and  which  will  receive  from  the  east  in 
return  its  supplies  of  those  innumerable  manufac- 
tures which  have  rendered  that  country  emphatical- 
ly the  workshop  of  America,  and  in  many  respects 
of  the  whole  woild. 

“And  this,  gentlemen,  leads  me  to  the  subject 
which  called  me  up  to  express  my  feelings.  One 
of  the  regular  toasts  of  this  day  speaks  of  the  great 
system  of  canals,  of  which  the  Wabash  and  Erie 
forms  the  eastern  branch  as  the  chain  that  binds 
the  fortunes  of  this  place  with  those  of  the  great 
states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Kentucky.  There  is 
a bolder  and  a broader  view  to  be  taken  of  these 
great  improvements,  and  one  that  seems  to  me 
more  consonant  with  the  spirit  of  the  day  we  met 
to  celebrate.  I speak  of  the  great  works  as  they 
appear  in  a national  point  of  view.  We  at  the  east 
look  on  them,  not  so  much  as  the  means  of  build- 
ing up  one  particular  town,  as  the  great  chains  that 
are  to  bind  together  the  feelings  and  the  interests 
of  sections  the  most  remote  from  each  other.  We 
in  Massachusetts  are  viewing  with  feelings  of  in- 
tense interest  the  progress  of  the  great  public 
works  of  the  western  states.  We  look  upon  this 
country  as  being  to  us  what  Egypt  was  to  Rome— 
its  granary;  and  we  cannot,  of  course,  be  indiffer- 
ent to  the  means  which  are  provided  for  the  bring- 
ing of  your  productions  to  our  market,  and  for  re- 
turning our  productions  to  yours.  Permit  me,  then, 
to  oiler  as  a sentiment — 

‘■'The  Wabash  and,  Erie  and  Miami  canals — The 
chains  that  bind  together  the  interests  of  the  east 
and  the  west,  the  north  and  the  south.” 

Naval.  The  U.  S.  steamer  Poinsett  arrived  at 
St.  Augustine  on  the  17th  instant,  and  was  to  leave 
there  at  the  end  of  the  week  for  Key  Biscayne  and 
the  islands  of  South  Florida,  in  which  quarter  she  is 
intended  to  cruise.  The  Herald  says  of  her — “The 
Poinsett,  painted  black,  with  her  white  painted  ports, 
looks  about  the  guards  as  gay  as  a sloop  of  war, 
and  above  has  as  much  top  hamper  as  a load  of  hay. 
She  draws  six  feet  water,  and  though  schooner  rig- 
ged, will  run  a chance  of  getting  “snagged”  on  the 
reefs  if  a pretty  considerable  supply  of  wood  is  not 
in  readiness.  What  with  a small  vessel,  red  hot 
boilers,  a vertical  sun,  smoke,  cinders  and  man- 
grove-key mosquitoes,  the  officers  and  crew  may 
anticipate  delightful  cruising.” 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Experiment,  attached  to  the 
survey  of  southern  harbors,  six  days  from  Sapelo 
Inlet.  (Geo.)  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  the  25th  ult.  all 
well. 

Lieut.  James  Glynn,  commanding,  passed  mid- 
shipmen James  Anderson,  William  Ronckendorff, 
passed  assistant  surgeon  G.  M.  Delaney. 

List  of  officers  attached  to  the  U.  S.  ship  Levant. 
Joseph  Smoot,  commander;  Sidney  Smith  Lee,  1st 
lieutenant;  Lawrence  Pennington,  2d  do;  John  C. 
Carter,  3d  do;  William  B.  Ludlow,  4th  do;  John  B. 
Marchand,  sailing  master;  Benjamin  F.  Hart,  pur- 
ser; William  F.  Patton,  surgeon;  John  B.  Aberne- 
thy,  assistant  surgeon;  Lathan  B.  Avery,  passed 
midshipman;  Samuel  Smith,  midshipman;  Edward 
T.  Nichols,  do;  Forhall  A.  Parker,  do;  Charles  M. 
Morris,  do;  Andrew  Jackson  Drake,  do;  Bayse  N. 
Westcott,  do;  James  H.  Moore,  do;  Walter  W. 
Hays,  do;  Elisha  Fitch,  professor  of  mathematics; 
Joshua  Bryant,  boatswain;  John  Lord,  gunner; 
Francis  M.  Cecil,  carpenter;  Thomas  H.  Stoneall, 
captain’s  clerk;  John  Ottinger,  purser’s  steward. 

Steam  frigates.  As  in  the  ‘American,  so 
in  the  British  navy,  the  general  impression  is,  that 
the  existing  steam  frigates  are  total  failure.  We 
know  riot  how  it  is  France.  It  is  certain  that  the 
best  modes  of  applying  the  tremendous  power  of 
steam  to  ships  of  war  are  yet  to  be  discovered.  But 
they  will  be  discovered,  and  steam  will  be  the 
prime  minister  in  the  settlement  of  all  warlike  af- 
fairs. 11  America  be  true  to  herself,  she  will  win 
the  honor  ot  the  discovery.  France  will  probably 
get  it,  it  this  country  cannot.  France  may  now 
have  in  her  arsenals  perfect  models  of  war  steamers 
to  be  built  at  short  notice.  She  looks  farther  ahead 
than  England,  much  less  ourselves.  She  has  an  eye 
to  the  future  in  all  her  movements,  and  we  doubt 
not  that  the  best  surveys  of  our  harbors  extant  are 
in  her  possession.  Wherever  a French  national 
vessel  goes,  she  comes  not  away  empty  handed  on 
the  score  of  knowledge.  While  the  brig  Oreste 
that  sailed  on  Friday,  lay  between  the  forts,  we  ob- 
served, a few  evenings  since,  not  far  from  sun  down, 
a swilt  cutter  leave  the  brig,  make  directly  for  the 
tort,  and  alter  a short  delay,  move  over  lo  the  naval 
hospital,  taking  a course  that  would  enable  an  en- 
gineer to  sound  the  two  shores  with  the  greatest  ac- 
curacy. 1 he  boat  then  went  down  towards  Crauey , 


island,  and  we  lost  sight  of  her  in  that  direction. 
The  result  of  her  jaunt  was  no  doubt  a regular  sur- 
vey of  the  habor  and  channel.  Might  not  our  na- 
tional ships  act  upon  this  hint,  and  supply  the  navy 
department  with  accurate  charts  of  ail  the  harbors 
which  they  may  visit  in  their  cruises,  and  which 
might  be  published  from  time  to  for  the  benefit  of 
commerce?  [Norfolk  Beacon. 

Burning  mine.  One  of  the  coal  mines  near 
Pottsville,  Pa.  was  accidentally  set  on  fire  last  win- 
ter, and  although  various  efforts  have  been  made  to 
extinguish  it,  it  still  burns  as  fiercely  as  ever.  The 
editor  of  the  Miners’  Journal,  who  recently  paid  a 
visit  to  it,  thus  describes  the  scene: 

Leaving  the  cars  W'e  walked  up  the  ravine,  to  the 
lower  levels  of  the  workings;  here,  although  not 
surrounded  by  a flood  of  lava,  we  found  the  waters 
issuing  from  the  driftway  to  be  quite  warm  from 
the  effects  of  the  internal  fire,  and  impregnated  so 
strongly  with  alkaline  substances  as  to  be  extreme- 
ly nauseous  to  the  taste. 

We  now  prepared  to  ascend  the  west  brow  of  the 
broad  mountain.  Beetling  above  us  for  some  hun- 
dred feet,  and  belching  forth  smoke  and  flame, 
arose  the  track  of  the  vein,  which  we  ascended  on 
the  crop.  A little  puffing  and  blowing  brought  us 
to  the  second  level,  w here  the  disaster  commenced 
during  the  extreme  cold  weather  of  last  winter.  A 
hanging  grate  placed  at  its  mouth  to  equalize  the 
temperature  communicated  fire  to  the  couplings  of 
the  gangway,  and  was  the  primary  cause  of  the 
vast  damage  which  has  since  accrued.  Some  hun- 
dred feet  farther  up  the  hill,  a large  space  had  caved 
in,  and  down  the  fissures  between  the  upper  and 
lower  rocks,  could  be  seen  a yawning  fiery  gulph, 
where  Vulcan  and  his  Cyclops  might  revel  in,  and 
salamanders  only  exist.  A sulphurous  exhalation 
issued  from  it,  which  rendered  approximation  not 
quite  so  grateful  as  lavender  water,  or  as  cool  as 
iced  punch.  About  the  jaws  of  this  vast  cave, 
were  deposits  of  sulphur,  and  some  alkaline  sub- 
stances in  great  quantities.  Large  rents  and  fis- 
sures in  the  ground  showed  the  extent  of  the  rag- 
ing internal  heat,  and  many  places  appeared  ready 
to  fall  in,  and  precipitate  the  incautious  spectator 
into  the  chasm.  Dowm  the  old  air  shafts,  the  cur- 
rents of  air  rushed  with  a rumbling  earthquakey 
sound,  to  feed  with  their  oxygen  the  volcano  be- 
neath. Now  and  then  a crumbling  mass  of  slate, 
or  a detached  portion  of  rock,  would  leave  the  bed, 
where  it  had  been  recumbent  since  the  world  be- 
gan, and  with  resistless  force,  plunge  headlong  into 
the  smoky  crater. 

The  vegetation  on  the  summit  and  sides  of  the 
hill,  showed  the  scathing  effects  of  this  unnatural 
heat:  the  tall  pine  drooped  its  giant  arms,  the  hem- 
lock bowed  its  head,  as  if  parched  by  arid  suffer- 
ings, the  young  oak  and  chesnut  were  clad  in  a pre- 
mature “sear  and  yellow  leaf,”  and  here  and  there 
the  mountain  vines  seem  to  cling  more  closely  to 
their  parent  trees,  as  if  like  the  children  of  Laocoon, 
they  sought  aid  from  the  fiery  breath,  and 
“ hissing  jaws  that  sputter’d  flame.” 

A dreary  spot,  is  now,  that  once  lovely  mountain 
gap!  the  elemental  war  has  protrasted  all  its  beauty 
of  foilage,  the  voice  of  industry  is  hushed,  the  rus- 
tic cascade  seems  to  leap  less  merrily  than  it  was 
wont,  and  the  once  buoyant  air  is  heavy  and  op- 
pressive with  the  murky  vapours  that  lower  over 
the  fair  face  of  nature! 

When,  or  in  what  manner  the  ravages  will  be 
stopped  is  a matter  of  uncertainty,  and  equally  so, 
is  it,  whether  human  ingenuity  can  restrain  them. 
In  the  mean  time  the  loss  of  time  and  material  falls 
heavy  on  Mr.  L.  C.  Dougherty,  the  lessee,  who  has 
used  every  possible  means  within  his  power,  to 
check  the  destruction.  Attempts  have  been  made 
to  smother  the  flame,  but  it  always  breaks  out  in 
some  new  place  with  increased  fury,  and  baffles  its 
opponents. 

Our  coal  shipments.  We  last  week  gave  an 
estimate  of  the  comparative  amount  of  coal  shipped 
from  out  region  up  to  July  20th,  of  last  year  and  the 
present.  Those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
statistics  of  our  region,  may  be  misled  as  to  the 
quantity  which  will  probably  be  shipped,  as  our  ar- 
ticle may  readily  create  an  erroneous  impression. 
The  amount  of  coal  sent  to  market  to  July  20,  of 
the  three  last  years  is  as  follows: 

Schuylkill  region.  Lehigh  region. 
1S37  207,789  101,195 

1838  157,120  81,726 

1S39  192,657  97,536 

Now  it  will  be  seen,  that  although  the  shipments 
of  1839  exceed  those  of  1338  by  35,537  tons,  yet 
they  fall  short  15,132  of  those  ofthe  preceding  year, 
1537.  In  1S37  during  this  month,  our  weekly  ship- 
ments averaged  17,280  tons,  while  this  year  they  do 
not  come  up  to  11,000,  and  are  decreasing 


There  remains  ofthe  navigation  season  about  17 
weeks,  in  which  290,000  tons  may  be  shipped, 
which  added  to  the  amount  already  sent  to  July  20, 
viz:  192,657  tons,  will  give  482,657  tons,  as  the  to- 
total  shipments  from  this  region. 

The  total  shipments  in  1S37  were  523,152 
do.  do.  1838  were  431,719 

The  supposed  do.  1839  will  be  482,652 

In  1838  general  commercial  stagnation  checked 
the  increase  of  the  trade,  but  its  previous  average 
annual  increase  had  been  over  100,000  tons.  It 
appears,  how'ever,  above,  that  we  shall  fall  short  of 
the  shipments  of  1837  about  40,495  tons. 

We  are  led  to  these  remarks,  in  order  to  give  a 
fair  statement  ofthe  trade  as  it  is,  and  to  show  the 
consumer  the  necessity  of  laying  in  his  winter  sup- 
ply of  coal,  without  listening  to  exaggerated  ru- 
mors of  an  overstock.  In  the  present  depressed 
state  of  the  money  market,  dealers  cannot  obtain 
facilities  for  buying  coal,  and  the  consequence  has 
been  a very  reduced  shipment  in  comparison  with 
1837,  w'hile  to  meet  the  naturally  increased  con- 
sumption, instead  of  482,657,  our  region  should  send 
her  600,000  tons. 

The  Lehigh  coal  region  is  placed  in  precisely  the 
same  situation.  From  their  outlets  there  were  sent 
the  following  amounts: 

To  July  20,  1837  101,195 

do  19,  1838  81,726 

do  IS,  1839  97,536 

It  will  here  again  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  1837 
exceeds  that  of  1839,  and  in  the  former  year  they 
sent  8,700  tons  weekly  to  market,  while  at  the  last 
dates  they  are  sending  9,315  tons  weekly,  which 
difference  cannot  materially  assist  in  making  up  any 
deficiency  an  increased  consumption  may  require. 
All  accounts  agree  in  computing  825,000  tons  as 
the  amount  from  all  sources  tor  this  year’s  demand, 
and  it  is  therefore  evident  that  every  facility  must 
be  extended,  and  every  outlet  be  unimpeded  by  ac- 
eident  to  allow  it  to  be  met.  [Miners’  Journal. 

Fort  Preble.  Uncle  Sam  having  made  ample 
provision  for  repairing  the  fort  in  our  harbour,  the 
work  has  commenced  in  good  earnest.  We  visited 
the  fort  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  found  everything 
in  admirable  confusion.  The  workmen  were  level- 
ling the  old  ramparls  to  the  ground  with  the  design 
of  increasing  the  thickness  ofthe  wall  and  building 
nearly  all  anew.  The  gate  and  arch  leading  to  the 
enclosure  has  been  torn  down  and  a new  iron  gate 
w’ith  granite  posts  will  be  erected  instead.  The 
brick  wall  will  be  supplied  mainly  by  mounds  of 
earth,  believed  to  be  a much  safer  enclosure.  The 
buildings  are  also  receiving  the  necessary  repairs. 
The  powder  magazines,  sleeping  rooms  and  all  of 
the  soldiers’  quarters  are  to  be  remodeled  and  made 
safe  and  comlortable.  We  understand  that  a com- 
pany of  U.  S.  troops  W'ill  be  stationed  at  the  fort  as 
soon  as  the  work  is  completed. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  us  that  as  a fortification 
the  location  of  Fort  Preble  is  much  less  favorable 
for  the  defence  of  the  harbour  than  many  other 
points  in  the  vicinity — than  Hog  Island  Ledge  for 
example,  where  there  is  a good  and  accessible 
foundation  for  building  a fortification.  A suitable 
fort  could  be  erected  there  which  would  command 
both  entrances  to  the  harbor.  Fort  Preble  com- 
mands but  one,  and  the  fort  is  overlooked  by  the 
highland  of  House  Island.  It  would  be  well,  there- 
fore, for  the  proper  officers  of  the  government  to  re- 
connoitre a little  before  making  heavy  expenditures 
on  the  fort.  [Portland  Advertiser. 

Death  of  Tecumseh.  Shaw-ben-eh,  a Pot- 
tawatomie Chief,  w ho  was  at  the  battle  of  Thames, 
lately  gave  at  the  United  States  hotel  in  this  city 
through  an  interpreter,  a full  account  of  the  death 
of  Tecumseh.  Tecumseh  was  a very  brave,  but 
cautious  man.  He  had,  how'ever,  been  wounded 
in  the  neck  and  became  desperate.  He  thought 
his  wound  was  mortal,  and  told  his  warriors  that, 
as  he  must  die,  there  could  be  no  risk  in  rushing 
forward  to  kill  col.  Johnson.  He  did  so,  and  Shaw- 
ben-eh  saw  him  when  he  fell.  His  object  was  to 
strike  the  colonel  with  his  tomahawk  belore  he  saw 
him,  and  a moment  more  of  inattention  and  the 
colonel’s  head  would  have  been  sundered.  He  was 
shot  just  as  his  arm  had  reached  the  full  height  to 
strike  the  fatal  blow.  He  described  the  colonel’s 
horse  very  minutely.  He  was  very  large  and  white, 
with  occasionally  a jet  black  spot.  Another  Indian 
in  company,  whom  Shaw-ben-eh  said  was  but  a 
boy  at  the  tune  ofthe  battle,  interrupted  him  to  say 
that  his  mane  and  tail  were  black.  The  next  day 
he  with  many  others,  and  this  boy,  went  upon  the 
field  of  battle  and  saw  Tecumseh’s  body  there, 
and  by  the  side  of  it  another  Indian  whose  skiq 
had  been  taken  off.  He  said  he  had  heard  of  this 
skin’s  having  been  exhibited  as  that  of  Tecumseh. 
They  might  think  so.  But  jt  was  not  Tef'fffl 
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seh’s  body  had  not  been  touched.  Here  some  one 
asked  where  and  how  they  buried  him.  This 
aroused  the  chief  from  his  seat,  and  he  was  elo- 
quent in  the  extreme.  None  but  brave  warriors 
die  on  the  battle  field.  Such,  afraid  of  nothing 
when  alive,  don’t  care  for  dogs,  wolves,  eagles  and 
crows  when  dead.  They  want  the  prairie — the 
whole  broad  prairie  to  lie  upon.  So  Tecumseli, 
the  bravest  man  that  ever  was,  whom  the  great 
spirit  would  not  let  be  killed  by  the  common  sol- 
dier, but  sent  to  col.  Johnson  to  be  killed,  wanted 
no  grave  nor  honors.  He  let  every  animal  come 
and  eat  his  flesh,  as  he  made  every  red  man  love 
and  every  white  man  fear  him.  Shaw-ben-eh  ex- 
atiated  long  upon  his  merits,  and  believed,  if  he 
ad  killed  col.  Johnson  and  lived  (q  this  day,  the 
Pottawatomies  w’ould  not  have  been  away  out  on 
the  Missouri  river,  as  they  now  are. 

[ Chicago  Democrat. 

The  late  fatal  accident  on  the  rail 
road. — It  will  be  recollected  that  we  stated  a few 
days  ago  that  at  the  coroner’s  inquest  held  over  the 
body  of  the  unfortunate  woman  who  died  in  the 
Alms  house  of  Washington  city,  in  consequence  of 
the  injury  which  she  received  from  the  bumper  of 
the  engine  on  Sunday,  the  7th  instant,  the  jury 
unanimously  expressed  an  opinion,  whilst  acquit- 
ting the  engineer  of  any  intention  to  produce  that 
fatal  result,  that  “it  did  appear  to  them  that  suffi- 
cient caution  had  not  been  observed.” 

To  an  application  of  the  jurors  forthere-instate- 
ment  of  the  engineer,  the  president  of  the  com- 
pany returned  the  following  answer: 

“ Office  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road  Co. 

July  16,  1839. 

“Gentlemen:  I received  this  morning,  your  letter 
of  the  13th  inst.  disclaiming  any  intention,  by  your 
verdict  in  the  inquest  in  the  case  of  the  death  of 
Mary  Burton , of  causing  the  suspension  of  Ship- 
ley,  the  engineman,  and  preferring  a recommen- 
dation for  his  continuance  in  the  employment  ol  the 
company. 

“When  I directed  Shipley  to  be  suspended  until 
the  facts  could  be  fully  investigated,  1 had  not  seen 
even  the  summary  of  the  proceedings  before  the 
coroner,  as  published  in  the  newspapers;  but  acted 
upon  the  official  report  from  the  proper  depart- 
ment. 

“Until  the  receipt  of  the  testimony  taken  before 
the  coroner,  which,  upon  my  application,  has  been 
furnished,  it  was  supposed  the  engineman  perceiv- 
ed the  woman  on  the  track  at  the  distance  of  one 
hundred  yards,  and,  taking  it  for  granted  she  could 
get  off  before  the  engine  reached  her,  proceeded 
with  the  train  without  any  precaution  to  remove 
her,  until  it  was  too  late  to  avoid  the  catastrophe 
which  actually  happened.  Upon  such  a state  of 
facts,  the  want  of  the  requisite  judgment  and  cau- 
tion in  the  engineman  was  too  apparent  to  be  over- 
looked; but  hearing  that  an  investigation  had  taken 
place  before  the  coroner,  I deemed  it  only  just,  be- 
fore dismissing  him,  to  order  the  engineman  to  be 
suspended  until  the  inquiry  could  be  made.  Such 
inquiry  has  been  directed,  and,  in  its  progress,  as 
well  as  the  facts  developed  in  the  coroner’s  inquest  as 
the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  individual  jurors 
will  be  allowed  their  just  weight. 

“I  would,  however,  remark,  gentlemen,  that  too 
great  caution  cannot  be  observed  upon  the  part  of 
all  persons  connected  with  the  conduct  and  opera- 
tions of  a rail  road,  and  that  for  the  due  enforce- 
ment of  such  caution,  some  apparent  rigor  even  is 
often  indispensable. 

“I  am,  gentlemen  very  respectfully,  your  obed’t 
serv’t,  “Louis  McLane,  president. 

“To  Messrs  B.  K.  Morsel l,  foreman,  and  Thomp- 
son, Bell,  Ball , Miner,  Belt  and  Rearden,  ju- 
rors empannelled.” 

We  are  glad  to  see  so  important  and  just  remark 
as  that  of  the  president  of  the  vail  road  company 
in  the  concluding  parts  of  his  letter.  Coming  from 
so  distinguished  and  intelligent  an  officer,  it  cannot 
help  having  much  weight,  weshouldsuppo.se,  upon 
the  minds  of  the  subordinate  agents  of  this  com- 
pany, and  of  every  other  rail  road  company  in  the 
union.  Indeed,  we  believe  that  public  opinion 
will  re-echo  the  sentiment  every  where  that  too 
great  caution  cannot  be  observed  upon  the  part  of  all 
persons  connected  with  the  conduct  and  operations  of 
a rail  road.”  [Nat.  Lit. 

Rail  roads.  The  facility  of  travel  is  well  il- 
lustrated by  an  incident  which  lately  occurred  at 
the  late  rail  road  convention,  at  Ithaca: 

The  delegates  from  Goshen,  which  is  only  150 
miles  from  Ithaca,  commenced  their  journey  by 
turning  their  backs  upon  the  point  of  their  destina- 
tion, and  travelling  eastward,  25  miles — then  up 
the  Hudson  to  Albany,  100  miles — thence  by  the 
Mohawk  and  Hudson,  Utica,  Syracuse  and  Auburn 


rail  roads,  170  miles — thence  to  Cayuga  bridge,  8 
miles — and  thence  byssteamboat  40  miles,  to  Ithaca, 
343  miles  by  rail  roads  and  steamboats,  rather 
than  150  miles  by  the  old  mode.  A similar  result 
is  produced  on  the  northern  frontier.  Passengers 
from  Ogdensburg  go  to  Oswego,  thence  to  Syra- 
cuse, and  then  by  rail  road  to  Albany.  Indeed, 
the  whole  travel  of  the  state  is  concentrating  upon 
that  route,  which  is  connected  with  the  southern 
frontier  by  the  beautiful  lakes  Owasco,  Skaneatles, 
Cayuga,  Seneca  and  Crooked  lake,  which  extend 
from  the  rail  roads  almost  to  the  base  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains,  and  with  the  north  by  Oneida 
lake  and  the  Oswego  and  black  river  cauals. 

The  towns  upon  that  route  already  feel  the  bene- 
ficial influence,  and  overflowing  hotels  and  crowded 
busy  streets  give  testimony  that  our  most  perma- 
nent prosperity  is  to  be  derived  from  the  cultivation 
of  our  own  resources.  [ N . Y.  American. 

Head  of  the  “Behemoth.”  In  all  the  re- 
mains of  the  gigantic  mastodon,  which  have  been 
lound  on  this  continent,  there  has  not  been  ob- 
tained a single  perfect  specimen  of  the  head. 
This,  it  has  been  supposed,  was  occasioned  by 
the  comparative  thinness  and  weakness  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  skull.  From  this  circumstance 
no  opinion  could  be  properly  formed  of  the  shape 
of  the  head  of  this  extinct  animal.  This  desi- 
deratum with  the  curious  and  scientific,  has  been 
found.  Mr.  A.  Kotch,  the  enterprising  proprietor 
ol  the  St.  Louis  museum, gives  notice  in  the  Bul- 
letin of  that  city,  of  the  22d  June,  that  the  bones 
of  the  mastodon,  with  its  entire  head,  have  recent- 
ly been  exhumed  in  Missouri,  about  22  miles  south 
of  St.  Louis,  and  are  now  in  his  possession,  at  his 
museum.  In  his  description  of  the  head,  he  says: 

“The  outside  formation  and  peculiar  construction 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  head  is  different  from  any 
quadruped  in  natural  history,  that  I am  acquaint- 
ed with.  It  is  composed  ol  small  cells  about  three 
quartes  of  an  inch  square,  and  about  three  inches 
deep,  covered  by  a thin  cranium;  attached  to  the 
upper  jaw  is  a snout  which  projects  about  eighteen 
inches  over  the  lower  jaw,  and  which  has  never 
been  described  before. 

“The  position  of  the  tusks  in  the  head,  has  been 
a subject  of  discussion  among  naturalists,  and  they 
have  been  placed  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of 
the  elephant.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state,  that  1 
can  now  settle  this  question — for  in  the  head  I have 
discovered,  I found  a tusk  firmly  implanted  in  the 
socket,  and  had  it  conveyed  with  great  care  to  my 
museum,  but  owing  to  the  ignorance  and  careless- 
ness of  a laborer  in  carrying  it  up  stairs  it  was 
broken  off,  but  its  position  can  be  proved  by  a num- 
ber of  gentlemen  of  the  highest  respectability.  The 
tusks  are  not  situated  in  the  same  position  as  those 
of  the  elephant,  or  yet  the  morse,  as  was  supposed 
by  some.  They  diverge  outwards  from  the  head, 
with  the  convexity  forward,  and  the  point  turning 
backward  in  the  same  plane  with  the  head;  the  tusk 
lound  in  the  head  measured  ten  feet  one  inch,  from 
the  base  to  the  tip,  following  the  outside  of  the 
curvature,  and  two  feet  in  circumference  near  the 
socket.  The  other  tusk  measures  only  nine  feet — 
part  of  the  root  is  wanting.  When  placed  in  the 
iiead  in  their  original  position,  the  distance  from  tip 
to  tip  measures  sixteen  feet.  I may  add,  that  it  re- 
quired two  stout  men  to  carry  the  largest  tusk,  and 
two  yoke  of  oxen  to  carry  the  head  and  tusks  from 
the  place  of  disinterment  to  the  museum.” 

What  must  have  been  the  size  of  this  tremendous 
animal?  And  what  revolutions  must  this  earth 
have  undergone  since  he  trode  upon  our  western 
plains?  [Sangamo  Jour. 

More  attempts  to  defraud  the  customs. 
Some  lew  days,  ago,  Mr.  Hyde,  head  keeper  of 
the  New  York  city  prison,  received  a letter,  request- 
ing jto  make  an  appointment  with  the  writer  on 
business  ot  great  importance.  The  correspondent 
of  Mr.  Hyde,  requested  a letter  to  be  sent  to 
the  post  office,  directed  to  Mr.  John  Boyd,  de- 
scribing the  place  of  meeting,  how'  he  was  to  dis- 
tinguish Mr.  Hyde,  &c.  Mr.  Hyde  took  coun- 
sel, and  finally  concluded  to  oblige  his  myste- 
rious friend.  Accordingly  a letter  was  despatched 
to  Mr.  Boyd,  as  requested,  and  an  assignation  made  to 
meet  him  in  the  Park,  opposite  the  old  commission- 
ers of  Alms  house  office,  at  9 o’clock,  p.  m.  pre- 
cisely. Mr.  Hyde  was  to  make  himself  known  by 
standing  without  his  hat. 

The  letter  being  sent,  Mr.  Hyde  next  arranged 
with  officers  Sparks  and  Davis  that  they  should  sta- 
tion themselves  at  convenient  distances  from  the 
place  of  meeting,  and  that  on  Mr.  Hyde  putting  on 
his  hat  they  should  corne  up  and  seize  his  compa- 
nion. Matters  being  thus  in  train,  Mr.  Hyde  repair- 
ed to  the  Park  and  stood  uncovered.  On  the  City 
, Hall  clock  striking  nine,  (he  unknown  approached. 


and,  accosting  Mr.  Hyde,  said,  “You  are  Mr.  Hyde, 

I presume?”  Mr.  Hyde  replied,  “I  am.  What  is 
your  business  with  me?”  The  stranger  then  asked, 
“You  have  all  the  keys,  I suppose,  of  the  prison, 
&c?”  “Yes,  certainly  I have,”  said  Mr.  H.  “but 
what  of  that — to  what  does  your  question  tend?” 
The  stranger  then  proceeded  to  say,  “There  are 
some  papers  in  the  office  of  the  distiict  attorney, 
which  I wish  very  much  to  obtain  possession  of.  If 
you  will  aid  me  to  get  them,  any  sum  you  name 
shall  be  yours!”  Mr  Hyde  then  asked,  “to  what 
do  these  papers  relate?”  His  companion  replied, 
“They  have  reference  to  a case  of  perjury  and  false 
entry  made  at  the  custom  house.” 

Mr.  Hyde  having  now  learned  all  he  wished  to 
know,  put  on  his  hat.  Officer  Sparks  immediately 
came  up,  and  seized  the  unknown.  On  this  he  en- 
deavored to  thrust  his  hand  into  his  breast  pocket, 
but  was  prevented,  and  straightway  taken  to  the 
city  prison.  Being  searched,  a pistol,  rifle  bored, 
loaded  with  ball,  w-as  found  on  him.  This  weapon 
was  what  he  was  endeavoring  to  get  at  when  Sparks 
seeized  his  hand.  He  was  recognized  as  being 
George  A.  Schapf,  an  importing  merchant  of  Pine 
street,  against  whom  a bill  had  been  found  for  per- 
jury, in  making  false  entries  at  the  custom  house, 
and  who  was  at  liberty  on  bail.  Schapf  is  now  in 
close  confinement,  and  will  be  so  detained  until  his 
trial. 

Important  law  case.  A case,  very  important 
in  its  results  on  the  property  of  Americans  dying 
without  a will  in  England,  has  lately  been  decided 
in  that  country.  Mr.  John  Hammond,  a native  of 
Rhode  Island,  went  to  England  on  mercantile  af- 
fairs, and  whilst  on  his  journey  to  Liverpool  to 
embark  for  America,  was  killed  through  the  over- 
turning of  a coach.  He  left  about  £ 1,000  sterling 
in  England,  but  no  will  and  no  relatives  there.  By 
an  act  of  our  own  congress,  the  consuls  and  vice 
consuls  of  the  United  States  in  other  countries,  are 
directed  to  take  possession  of  the  property  of  Ame- 
rican citizens  dying  there  intestate  or  without  re- 
presentatives, to  secure  the  same,  pay  debts,  and 
remit  the  residue  to  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  there  to  remain  in  trust  for  those  legacies 
entitled  thereto,  “ provided  the  law  of  the  country 
permits  it.”  In  conformity  with  this  direction,  col. 
Aspinwall,  our  consul  general  took  possession  of 
Mr.  Hammond’s  effects;  and  applied  to  Messrs. 
Baring  & Co.  for  a sum  of  about  £600  in  their 
hands  belonging  to  the  deceased.  Messrs.  B.  &. 
Co.  declined  to  pay  over  this  money  till  letters  of 
administiation  were  obtained,  and  they  could  have 
a legal  discharge.  Application  w'as  then  made  by 
col.  Aspinwall  to  the  proper  court  for  letters  of  ad- 
ministration. The  queen’s  proctor  opposed. 

The  judge,  sir  H.  Jenner,  decided,  “that  the 
crown  had  the  right  to  the  property  of  all  foreigners 
who  died  in  England  intestate.”  It  has  been  said, 
observed  the  judge,  “that  British  consuls  in  Ame- 
rica have  the  power,  if  they  choose,  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  property  of  British  subjects  dying 
there  in  similar  circumstances,  and  that  the  court 
should  force  a reciprocity.  But  this  power  is  given 
not  by  the  law  of  nations;  it  must  be  by  special 
enactment,  and  it  does  not  follow  that  this  country 
is  bound  to  follow  the  example.  This  country  has 
not  adopted  the  principle  of  reciprocity,  and  there- 
fore, the  rule  is  not  binding  upon  the  court. — 
Whether  it  be  expedient  to  make  any  arrangement 
by  treaty,  to  enable  consuls  in  foreign  countries 
to  administer  on  the  estates  of  deceased  persons  of 
there  own  country,  is  a grave  question,  into  which 
the  court  is  not  called  upon  to  enter.  I am  of 
opinion  in  this  case,  that  colonel  Aspinwall  as  con- 
sul of  the  United  States,  is  not  the  proper  person 
to  take  administration  of  the  effects  of  the  deceas- 
ed; I am  not  satisfied  that  the  evidence  is  sufficient 
to  show  that  the  administration  ought  to  go  as 
prayed  by  him.  I reject  his  petition.” 

The  queen’s  counsel  made  no  claim  for  the  pro- 
perty; nor  is  it  believed  such  athing  would  be  done 
in  any  similar  case.  The  property  would  remain 
until  relatives  appeared  and  took  out  letters  of  ad- 
ministration in  England.  [IV.  Y.  Gaz. 

Cigar  manufacture.  The  manufactory  of  Ma- 
laga employs  700  persons,  (women  and  children), 
in  making  cigars.  A good  pair  ol  hands  at  the 
work  may  furnish  three  hundred  a day;  but  (as 
the  children  cannot  make  half  that  number),  tak- 
ing the  average  at  two  hundred,  gives  a daily  sup- 
ply of  140,000.  The  manufactory  at  Seville  em- 
ploys 1,000  men  and  1,600  women.  These  2,600 
persons  may  be  calculated  as  furnishing,  on  an 
average,  250  each  per  diem;  or,  altogether,  650,000. 
Add  to  this  number  the  140,000  made  at  Malaga, 
and  we  have  790,000  as  the  “total  of  the  whole” 
manufactured  daily  in  Spain.  The  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  manufacture  of  cigars  are  paid  at 
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the  rate  of  one  real  vellon  for  fifty,  which  en- 
ables a first  rate  maker  to  earn  but  fifteen  pence 
a day.  The  best  cigars  are  made  entirely  of  Ha- 
vana tobacco,  and  are  sold  at  the  factory  at  the  rate 
of  thirty  real  vellons  a hundred,  or  about  three 
farthings  English  each.  The  second  quality,  com- 
posed of  mixed  tobacco,  (that  is,  the  interior  of 
Havana  leaf,  and  the  outside  of  Virginia),  costs 
eighteen  real  vellons  per  hundred,  or  something 
under  a half  penny  each.  It  may  be  seen,  from 
this  statement  of  the  cost  of  cigars  of  royal  manu- 
factory, that  smuggling  cannot  but  prosper;  since 
at  the  Havana  the  very  best  cigars  are  sold  for 
twelve  dollars  a thousand,  (or  a trifle  above  a half 
enny  each),  while  those  of  inferior  quality  may 
e had  for  one-fourth  that  price. 

[ Qipt.  Scott’s  excursions  in  Spain. 

[The  number  given  above  as  the  daily  manufac- 
ture of  cigars  in  Spain  would  seem  to  be  exagge- 
rated, as  it  would  amount  to  more  than  247  mil- 
lions a year;  and  as  there  is  no  exportation  of  the 
article  from  Spain,  it  can  scarcely  be  supposed  that 
so  vast  a quantity  is  consumed  in  that  country 
alone,  in  addition  to  the  great  amount  received 
from  Cuba.  There  were  imported  into  the  United 
States,  from  Cuba,  in  the  year  1837,  seventy-five 
millions  of  cigars,  and  there  were  manufactured  in 
the  United  States  perhaps  twice  that  quantity.  As 
our  smokers  average  about  five  cigars  each  day, 
the  quantity  we  have  supposed  to  he  manufactured 
and  imported  would  give  to  the  United  States  about 
1,500,000  smokers.] 

A noble  act.  The  Boston  Mercantile  states 
that,  in  Febuary  last,  the  brig  Powhatan,  cap,  Gird- 
ler,  of  Newbnryport,  in  attempting  to  put  to  sea  in 
the  evening,  from  Marseilles,  was  driven  from  her 
anchors  upon  the  rocks  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bor. The  pilot  left  her  to  her  fate.  Cap.  Girdler 
immediately  proceeded  in  his  boat  to  the  United 
States  ship  Cvane,  then  in  port,  and  informed  com- 
mander John  Percival  of  the  perilous  situation  of 
his  vessel,  when,  with  a promptness  worthy  of  all 
praise,  a number  of  boats,  with  officers,  men,  an- 
chors, &c..  were  dispatched  to  her  assistance.  The 
annexed  extract  from  her  protests  will  show  the 
value  of  the  service  performed: 

“The  vessel  commenced  striking  at  12  o’clock, 
and  was  got  afloat  through  the  timely  and  strenuous 
exertions  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United 
States  ship  Cyane,  which  were  unceasing  until  half 
past  6 o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  without  which 
the  brig  would  have  been  lost.” 

Newspapers.  Various  newspapers  are  engag- 
ed in  making  comments  upon  the  press  of  the  coun- 
try, the  difficulties  it  has  to  contend  with — the 
loose  system  of  payments  pursued  with  regard  to 
it — the  necessity  of  more  punctuality  on  the  part 
of  subscribers — of  better  prices  from  advertisers, 
&C.&.C.  The  truth  is,  there  are  about  three  or 
four  times  as  many  papers  in  the  country  as  are 
wanted.  The  whole  thing  is  overdone,  or  done  to 
death.  If  there  were  fewer  newspapers,  the  public 
would  be  better  served,  and  the  proprietors  better 
supported.  In  that  case,  a great  improvement  in 
the  press  would  take  place — because  publishers 
could  afford,  from  the  greater  amount  of  their  earn- 
ings, to  expend  more  than  they  do  upon  their  jour- 
nals. 

Nevertheless,  we  hope  that  those  who  are  now 
engaged  in  attempting  to  effect  an  alteration  in  the 
system  of  conducting  the  financial  department  of 
the  publishing  of  newspapers,  will  persevere  until 
they  effect  a thorough  reform.  The  proprietors  of 
newspapers  must  first  estimate  properly  the  value 
of  their  own  time,  labor  and  means,  and  the  efforts 
they  make  to  earn  their  money,  and  the  public 
ought  to  be  satisfied  that  a debt  due  to  a publisher 
is  as  much  a debt,  as  if  it  was  due  to  a merchant, 
and  ought  as  punctually  to  be  paid.  There  is  no 
man  who  subscribes  to,  or  advertises  in,  a respect- 
able newspaper,  who  does  not  get  more  than  the 
“worth  of  his  money.”  [ Alexandria  Gaz. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

The  British  Queen  steam-ship,  lieut.  N.  Roberts, 
R.  N.  commander,  arrived  at  New  York  on  Sun- 
day morning  last,  in  fifteen  and  a half  days  from 
Portsmouth,  whence  she  sailed  on  the  12th,  bring- 
ing London  dates  to  the  11th  July.  The  follow- 
ing items  of  news  brought  by  her  are  from  the  Cou- 
rier and  Enquirer,  Times,  Express  and  Herald. 

The  political  news  by  this  arrival,  is  not  very 
important.  The  war  in  Syria  is  making  progress, 
but  no  battle  has  yet  been  fought  by  the  Egyptians 
and  Turks.  England  is  quiet — France  i3  quiet — 
every  thing  at  peace  all  over  Europe. 

It  was  universally  expected  on  the  11th  July 
that  the  Bank  of  England  would  raise  the  interest 


to  six  per  cent.  The  notice,  however,  was  not 
announced  though  it  was  intimated  from  the  bank 
parlor  that  the  interest  would  probably  be  advanc- 
ed on  the  following  Thursday,  the  18th. 

The  (spinners  at'Manchester  have  renewed  their 
agreement  to  “work  short,”  notice  of  which  was 
published  in  London  on  the  11th,  and  it  was  sup- 
posed that  a further  decline  in  cotton  would  pro- 
bably follow. 

The  bullion  in  the  possession  of  the  bank  of 
England  has  been  still  farther  reduced — whilstthe 
accounts  from  the  manufacturing  districts  are  en- 
tirely gloomy  as  to  the  export  trade.  This  all  tends 
to  the  impossibility  of  describing  any  real  improve- 
ment in  the  general  condition  of  monetary  affairs. 

On  the  8th,  Mr.  Hume  made  a motion  in  the 
house  of  commons  for  a select  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  the  bank 
of  England  since  the  resumption  of  cash  payments  ; 
and  particularly  to  ascertain  how  far  these  transac- 
tions produced  the  alarming  crisis  of  the  manufac- 
ing,  commercial  and  financial  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try in  1825-6,  and  in  1836-7;  and  also  to  inquire 
whether,  as  the  bank  of  England  is  at  present  con- 
stituted, there  ever  can  be  stability  in  the  curren- 
cy, or  confidence  in  the  commercial  transactions 
of  the  country. 

American  securities  remained  all  unsaleable,  un- 
less at  the  most  ruinous  quotations,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  shares  of  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  have  been  sold  in  considerable  amounts  at 
£23  7s.  6d.,  and  on  the  11th  were  withheld  by  one 
influential  party  unless  at  £23  10s. 

Even  one  offer  for  -the  best  of  Pennsylvania 
stocks,  at  a price  lower  than  90,  had  gone  off  with- 
out effect,  and  there  was  no  improvement  since 
the  departure  of  the  Great  Western  steam  ship. 

It)  the  cotton  market  affairs  had  become  consi- 
derably worse;  for  the  fall  at  Liverpool  had  been  no 
less  than  l-2d.  per  lb.  during  the  short  time  which 
has  elapsed  since  the  Great  Western  sailed. 

It  is  said,  on  authority  of  private  letters  by  the 
British  Queen,  that  the  proposed  arrangement  be- 
tween the  bank  of  England  and  the  bank  of  France 
has  been  concluded,  by  which  the  former  institu- 
tion will  receive  a large  amount  of  specie. 

A letter  from  the  most  eminent  firm  in  the  trade, 
states  that  “the  largest  spinners  buy  only  from  40 
to  50  bales  per  day,  merely  to  keep  open  the  mills; 
and  any  person  desirous  of  speculating  might  al- 
most make  his  own  prices.” 

The  crops  in  England  are  said  to  be  very  pro- 
mising, and  in  some  parts  the  harvest  has  already 
commenced. 

The  latest  intelligence  received  in  England  from 
this  country  was  of  the  20th  June. 

The  budget  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
presents  some  novel  features.  Breadstuff's  to  the 
amount  of  £7,500,000  have  been  imported  into 
England  last  year.  An  issue  of  exchequer  bills 
to  the  amount  of  £7,893,954  is  to  be  made  to  meet 
the  charge  of  the  consolidated  fund.  The  surplus 
of  1839  is  $2,124,054,  being  larger  than  the  sur- 
plus of  1838.  Penny  postage  is  to  be  adopted  by 
the  government. 

American  boundary.  The  London  Globe  says: 

— Her  Majesty’s  government  has  selected  two  com- 
missioners to  proceed  immediately  by  the  British 
Queen  to  North  America,  to  examine  into  the  pos- 
sibility of  simplifying  this  arduous  undertaking, 
and  bringing  the  question  to  a prompt  and  honor- 
able settlement.  Lieutenant-colonel  Mudge,  of  the 
royal  engineers,  an  officer  of  high  reputation  in 
geodetic  operations,  is  one  of  the  commissioners. 
The  other  is  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh.  This  gentle- 
man has  been  selected  as  well  for  his  scientific  at- 
tainments, his  very  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
details  of  this  troublesome  question,  as  for  the  to- 
pographical knowledge  which  his  extensive  travels 
in  North  America  have  enabled  him  to  acquire. 

There  appear  to  have  been  some  further  distur- 
bances in  Birmingham,  during  which,  according  to 
a letter  published  in  the  London  Chronicle,  of  the 
10th,  the  London  police  detachment  acted  in  the 
most  disgraceful  manner.  The  letter  in  question 
was  read  in  the  house  of  comraoms  on  the  day  of 
its  publication,  when  Lord  John  Russell  stated  that 
he  believed  it  to  be  altogether  untrue.  He  said  he 
had  received  a communication  from  the  mayor  of 
Birmingham,  giving  an  entirely  different  account 
ofthe  affair.  The  magistrate  ended  his  letter  by 
saying  that  the  peace  of  the  town  was  nearly  re- 
stored to  its  ordinary  state  of  quiet,  and  that  very 
little  delay  would  occur  before  business  proceeded 
in  its  ordinary  course. 

There  had  also  been  a riot  at  Ramsgate,  occa- 
sioned by  the  committal  of  some  men  for  hawking 
fish.  In  the  course  of  it,  some  of  the  police  were 
roughly  handled,  and  the  prisoners  were  rescued 
from  the  building  in  which  they  were  confined. — 


| They  were  recaptured,  however,  the  succeeding 
day,  and  committed  to  Sandwich  jail.  This  occa- 
sioned fresh  disturbances,  during  which  some  win- 
dows, &c.  were  broken. 

The  official  quarterly  report  of  the  revenue  was 
presented  to  parliament  on  the  6th  instant.  The 
total  income  for  the  quarter  was  11,152,050  pounds, 
being  an  increase  upon  the  corresponding  quarter 
of  last  of  308,175  pounds.  The  revenue  for  the 
year,  ending  on  the  5th  inst.  was  45,049,430  pounds, 
being  an  increase  of  2,076,659  pounds  on  that  of 
the  year  ending  on  the  same  date  of  1838.  The 
increase  in  the  quarter’s  revenue  is  to  be  found  in 
every  department  of  finances  but  two — the  stamps 
and  post  office.  In  the  first  there  is  a falling  off  of 
44,711  pounds;  in  the  latter  of  12,000  pounds. 

The  papers  publish  full  details  of  the  death  of 
lady  Flora  Hastings.  Her  remains  were  convey- 
ed to  Scotland  for  interment.  At  the  request  of 
her  father  a post  mortem  examination  of  the  body 
was  made,  and  the  result  forever  put  at  rest  all 
doubts  as  to  her  innocence  of  the  charge  that  had 
been  preferred  against  her  character. 

The  whig  ministry  have,  it  is  said,  given  up  all 
intention  of  retiring  f rom  office. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webster  are  announced  among 
the  guests  at  lord  Brougham’s  soiree  on  the  8th. 

Fourth  of  July  in  Liverpool. — On  the  anniversary 
ofthe  Independence  of  America,  the  vessels  in  the 
various  docks  belonging  to  the  United  States,  hoist- 
ed their  flags.  The  captains  dined  at  the  Grecian 
Hotel,  Dale  street,  and  the  mates,  to  the  number  of 
sixty,  dined  together  in  Cheshire.  The  American 
consul,  Mr.  Ogden,  christened  his  second  child  on 
the  same  day,  and  gave  a sumptuous  breakfast  on 
the  occasion. 

Letters  from  the  Hague  state  that  the  marriage 
between  the  prince  of  Orange  and  the  princess  So- 
phia, of  Wirtemberg,  is  null,  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  country,  in  consequence  of  some  informali- 
ty in  the  preliminary  proceedings. 

Three  of  the  French  insurgents  who  were  upon 
their  trial  at  our  last  advices,  have  been  found 
guilty.  Their  names  are  Barbe,  Bernard  and  Hia- 
lon.  The  former  too,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  con- 
demned to  death,  and  the  last  named  to  perpetual 
imprisonment. 

Accounts  of  an  unpleasant  nature  had  reached 
Paris  from  Lyons.  They  stated  that  an  insurrection 
was  apprehended  in  that  city,  but  that  the  authori- 
ties had  taken  the  necessary  measures  for  prevent- 
ing, or  at  all  events,  for  suppressing  it.  The  great 
manufacturing  house  of  D had  stopped  pay- 

ment for  l,100,000f. 

Our  German  letters  represent  as  certain  the  mar- 
riage of  the  heir  to  the  Russian  throne  with  the 
princess  Marie  of  Hesse  Darmstadt. 

Among  the  passengers  by  the  Queen  are  Mr. 
Mudge  and  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh,  appointed  by 
the  English  government  to  make  a new  survey  of 
the  boundary  line,  between  Maine  and  New  Bruns- 
wick. 

Junius  Smith,  esq.  a director  of  the  company, 
and  the  father  of  Atlantic  steam  navigation,  is  also 
a passenger. 

Correspondence  of  the  Courier  and  Enquirer. 

London,  July  10 ih,  1839.  By  extraordinary  ex- 
ertions on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  of  the  British 
Queen,  this  leviathan  in  steam  navigation,  has  de- 
parted from  the  Thames  this  morning,  and  -will 
leave  Portsmouth  to-morrow  night.  It  is  needless 
to  remark  upon  the  intense  interest  which  has  been 
excited  in  this  country  as  to  the  fate  of  this  mag- 
nificent vessel;  for  to  you  the  result  will  be  the  ear- 
liest known. 

It  is,  with  regret,  that  I am  compelled  to  con- 
tinue the  description  of  the  same  gloomy  condition 
of  monetary  and  mercantile  affairs,  as  that  which 
prevailed  at  the  time  of  the  departure  ofthe  Great 
Western  steam  ship.  The  pressure  for  money  ha3 
been  diminished  in  only  the  very  slightest  degree; 
for  certainly,  during  yesterday  and  this  morning, 
the  payment  of  the  half  yearly  dividends  on  the 
3 per  cent,  consols,  may  be  said  to  have  brought 
forward  a slight  increase  of  capital  into  the  stock 
exchange. 

For  the  only  cheering  symptom  to  be  noticed  is 
that  the  dividends  have  not  been  demanded  in  gold 
to  any  usual  extent,  and  there  is  consequently  some 
expectation  that  the  money  market  will  be  materi- 
ally relieved  by  the  large  additions  to  the  circula- 
tion created  by  the  payment  of  many  millions  of 
bank  of  England  notes.  The  improvement,  how- 
ever, if  any,  is  yet  of  the  most  uncertain  and  tri- 
fling extent;  and  the  foreign  exchanges  for  the  last 
two  foreign  post  days,  having  been  decidedly  ad- 
verse— and  the  bullion  in  the  possession  of  the 
bank  of  England  having  been  still  further  reduced 
— whilst  the  accounts  from  the  manufacturing 
I districts  are  entirely  gloomy  as  to  the  export  trade. 
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Nothing  now  is  of  so  much  importance  in  the 
affairs  of  this  country  as  the  prospects  of  the  crop 
of  grain.  The  weather  has  been  changeable,  but 
not  altogether  unfavorable  during  the  four  days 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  sailing  of  the  Great 
Western  steam  ship.  So  fickle,  however,  is  the 
climate  of  England,  that  it  is  yet  impossible  to  con- 
jecture the  final  prospects  of  the  country  with 
reference  to  the  supply  for  the  ensuing — either  for 
good  or  for  evil — undoubtedly  most  important  mer- 
cantile and  political  year. 

The  South  America  packet  ship  of  the  19th, 
from  New  York,  arrived  at  Liverpool  last  night. 
The  letters  are  filled  with  accounts  of  depression  of 
stocks — pressure  for  money,  and  unfavorable  intel- 
ligence trom  the  southern  states. 

London,  July  11.  The  bank  broker  was  again 
in  the  English  stock  market  with  exchequer  bills,  of 
which  he  effected  sales  to  the  amount  of  20, COUf.  at 
20s.  premium.  Itappeares  to  be  generally  understood 
now  that  these  sales  were  for  account  of  the  bank. 
Rather  more  activity  was  displayed  in  business 
to-day,  attributable  to  the  failure  of  one  of  the  job- 
bers in  the  house,  and  the  necessity  arising  there- 
from for  those  having  had  transactions  with  him  to 
re-arrange  their  books.  The  failure  was  of  trifling 
amount,  his  differences  being  reported  at  between 
7,000Z.  and  8,OOOZ.  only.  Consols  fluctuated  little 
during  the  day,  and  left  off  nearly  as  before,  for  the 
account  being  93  5-8,  and  for  money  92  to  1-3,  ex- 
dividend.  Bank  stock  was  191  1-2  to  2;  India 
stock,  250  1-2  to  1 1-2;  Exchequer  bills,  20s.  to  22s. 
premium. 

London,  July  9,  1839.  Review  of  the  corn  trade. 
By  advices  from  the  south  of  Europe,  we  learn  that 
though  partial  injury  has  been  done  to  the  growing 
crops  in  some  districts  by  the  severe  storms  experi- 
enced there  during  the  last  month,  the  prospects 
for  the  coming  harvest  are  on  the  whole  favorable. 

In  Italy,  wheat  was  rapidly  approaching  matu- 
rity; and  a letter  from  Leghorn,  dated  the  26th  ult. 
states  that  samples  of  the  new  produce  were  spee- 
dily expected  at  market;  this  coupled  with  the 
continued  arrivals  of  supplies  from  Odesa,  &c. 
have  caused  the  trade  to  become  exceedingly  de- 
pressed, and  occasioned  a considerable  fall  in  the 
prices;  some  parcels  of  Danube  of  tolerable  good 
quality,  which  had  cost  the  importers  12  1-2  livres, 
or  about  38s.  3d.  were  offered  at  equal  to  27s.  6d. 
per  quarter  free  on  board;  other  descriptions  at  pro- 
portionably  low  rates.  The  weather  continued 
fine,  and  reaping  was  fast  drawing  to  a conclusion. 

At  most  of  the  upper  Baltic  ports  the  value 
of  grain  has  been  pretty  steadily  maintained,  and 
in  some  instances  a slight  advance  has  even  been 
obtained  on  former  prices;  this  was  the  case  at 
Stettin  on  the  25th  June,  the  English  mail  having 
brought  orders  for  the  purchase  of  wheat,  but 
subsequently  the  market  became  dull  again,  and  on 
the  29th  ult.  the  enquiry  had  again  subsided. 

From  Danzig  we  have  letters  of  the  28th  June; 
the  holders  of  wheat  had  for  some  days  previous 
insisted  on  higher  prices  for  wheat,  and  one  or  two 
small  parceD  had  been  disposed  of  at  an  improve- 
ment of  Is.  per  quarter;  the  business  had,  however, 
been  checked  in  consequence  of  the  rise,  and  the 
London  letters  of  the  21st  holding  out  no  encou- 
ragement to  expect  a renewed  demand,  sellers  had 
consented  to  take  previous  rates,  at  which  several 
ots  changed  hands,  50  lasts  of  very  fine  high  mixed 
new  wheat  brought  47s.  6d.  and  50  lasts  of  do.  do 
old  at  48s.  good  old  high  mixed  had  been  sold  at 
43s.  6d.  to  44s.  the  best  runs  of  high  mixed  Volthy- 
nia,  of  crop  of  1838,  at  42s.  6d.  mixed  Volthynia 
of  indifferent  color  at  40s.  6d.;  good  red  Galicia  at 
41s.  to  41s.  Cd.  and  inferior  mixed  at  38s.  per  qr. 
free  on  board,  the  weight  of  the  best  parcels  aver- 
aged about  61  to  62  lbs.  and  of  the  inferior  kinds 
60  to  61  lbs.  per  bushel.  Rye  had  further  declined 
in  price,  16s.  6d.  to  17s.  6d.  being  the  top  quotations. 
In  other  articles  nothing  of  importance  had  taken 
place.  The  weather  was  wet,  which  interfered 
with  the  working  of  grain.  There  were  plenty  of 
vessels  seeking  freights,  and  one  had  been  fixed 
for  Leith  at  4s.  6d.  per  quarter  for  wheat,  a further 
reduction. 

A letter  from  Hamburgh  of  the  2d  inst.  states, 
that  accounts  had  been  received  there  from  Pom- 
merania  and  Mecklenburg!),  complaining  of  injury 
suffered  by  the  growing  crops  in  that  tract  of  coun- 
try by  heavy  rains;  a great  many  fields  were  said 
to  have  been  completely  laid,  and  otherwise  da- 
maged. The  Hamburgh  market  was  more  animated 
for  wheat,  and  about  2,500  quarters  had  been  sold, 
partly  for  shipment  to  England,  and  partly  for  the 
manufacture  of  flour,  at  rather  enhanced  prices: 
59  Ilfs,  red  Saal  had  brought  48s.  9d.;  59  1-2  lbs.  do. 
49s  3d.  and  good  red  qualities,  weighing  60  lbs.  per 
bushel,  50  per  quarter.  In  other  kinds  of  grain 
nothing  of  consequence  had  been  done.  / 


The  weather  has  been  gradually  improving  since 
this  day  week,  and  most  of  the  accounts  from  the 
country  state,  that  with  the  exception  of  an  occa- 
sional thunder  shower,  no  rain  has  fallen.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  week,  the  temperature  was  low, 
but  since  last  Thursday  we  have  experienced  an  in- 
crease of  warmth,  which  no  doubt  has  much  bene- 
fitted  the  growing  grain  crops;  complaints,  how- 
ever, still  reach  us,  some  of  which  no  doubt  are 
well  founded,  and  there  appears  to  be  just  grounds 
to  fear  that  the  coming  harvest  will  be  late,  and 
consequently  precarious,  which  with  our  exhaust- 
ed stocks,  is  of  itself  a sufficient  reason  to  cal- 
culate on  present  prices  being  at  least  maintained. 

The  trade  l'or  wheat  has  been  exceedingly  firm 
at  all  the  principal  country  markets  held  during  the 
week,  and  owing  to  the  very  scanty  nature  of  the 
supplies  of  English,  fine  qualities  have  generally 
advanced  fs.  to  2s.  per  quarter;  at  Liverpool  the  im- 
provement has  been  greater,  and  a good  deal  of  bu- 
siness was  done  there  on  Tuesday,  but  on  Friday, 
the  trade  became  less  animated. 

The  intelligence  received  from  Scotland  since 
our  last,  respecting  the  progress  of  vegetation,  is  on 
the  whole,  favorable,  though  in  some  of  the  north- 
ern counties,  the  weather  has  been  both  cold  and 
wet,  but  this  has  not  been  the  case  in  the  south. 
Wheat  nevertheless  met  a fair  sale  at  Edinburgh  on 
Wednesday;  Oats  were  also  in  tolerable  request, 
and  maintained  previous  rates.  At  Glasgow  on  the 
same  day  there  was  a fair  demand  for  wheat  and 
flour,  and  the  latter  article  in  some  cases  brought 
Is.  per  sack  above  former  rates.  Oats  were  6d.  to 
Is.  lower. 

Letters  from  the  north  of  Ireland  state  that  the 
rain  had  been  succeeded  by  warm  dry  weather, 
which  had  caused  the  face  of  the  country  to  assume 
a verjr  flourishing  appearance,  and  caused  some 
decline  in  the  value  of  grain,  notwithstanding 
the  scanty  character  of  the  deliveries  from  the 
farmers. 

At  Mark  Lane  scarcely  a sample  of  English 
wheat  has  appeared  since  Monday  last,  the  rates  of 
that  day  have  consequently  been  firmly  supported, 
and  if  any  superior  samples  had  been  offered  they 
would  probably  have  met  a ready  sale  to  the  millers 
at  fully  previous  terms. 

Of  foreign  wheat  the  arrivals  have  been  liberal, 
35,385  quarters  having  been  reported  up  to  Saturday 
evening;  this,  however,  has  not  increased  the 
quantity  on  sale,  as  holders  have  generally  given 
directions  to  land  in  bond,  preferring  to  take  the 
chance  of  a subsequent  reduction  in  the  duty,  to 
paying  the  present  rate,  ( 13s.  Sd.  per  quarter) .' 

House  of  Commons,  July  9.  Texas.  Mr.  O’Con- 
nell wished  to  put  a question,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  relative  to  certain  persons  who  had 
seized  a portion  of  the  Mexican  territory,  calling 
themselves  the  state  of  Texas.  Were  any  negotia- 
tions pending  between  this  government  and  "those 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  recognizing  the  indepen- 
dence of  that  state? 

Lord  Palmerston  stated  that  an  application  had 
been  made  to  the  government  in  the  early  part  of 
last  year,  by  persons  from  Texas,  for  the  purpose 
of  knowing  whether  the  government  were  prepar- 
ing to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  Texas. 
The  answer  given  to  that  application  was,  that  the 
general  principle  of  the  government  was  to  ac- 
knowledge every  state  that  was  de  facto  indepen- 
dent, but  under  the  circumstances  at  present  exist- 
ing with  respect  to  Texas,  they  were  not  prepared 
to  adopt  that  course  with  respect  to  it.  As  it  was 
known  that  our  minister  at  Mexico  had  successful- 
ly negotiated  between  France  and  Mexico,  instruc- 
tions had  been  sent  out  to  endeavor  to  effect  a 
similar  arrangement  between  Mexico  and  Texas. 

Mr.  O’Connell  asked  if  the  communications  had 
relation  to  the  slave  trade. 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  the  communications  were 
of  a general  nature,  and  did  not  include  any  detail 
of  that  kind. 

TURKEY. 

London,  July  11.  We  have  received  by  express 
letters  from  our  correspondent  in  Constantinople  to 
the  19th  ult.  inclusive.  They  state  that  in  order  to 
recover  his  popularity,  which  had  declined  since 
the  imposition  of  a house-tax  to  provide  for  the 
expenses  of  the  quarantine  establishment,  the 
sultan  had  not  only  abolished  that  impost  and 
caused  the  restitution  of  the  sums  already  paid  on 
account  of  it,  but  also  the  monopoly  of  bread  hi- 
therto enjoyed  by  government.  These  remissions 
produced  joy  throughout  the  Turkish  capital. 

The  health  of  the  sultan  has  not  improved. 

Our  correspondent  states  (and  '.tiie^tptement  is 
confirmed  by  our  Paris  letters,  as  we  mention  else- 
where) that  the  representations  and  the  menaces  of 
the  French  government  had  failed  to  dissuade  the 
sultan  from  his  warlike  resolves.  The  pasha  of 
Trebisond  marched  on  the  12th  ult.  at  the  head  of 


10,000  irregular  infantry  and  5,000  cavalry,  for  the 
army.  Taher  pasha  was  about  returning  to  Aidin 
to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  the  troops  in  that 
province,  and  proceed  with  them  to  the  camp  at 
Sconia.  The  forces  put  in-  motion  by  the  porte 

were  estimated  at  200,000  men. 

The  correspondent  of  the  London  Times  writes 
from  Constantinople  under  date  of  19th  July. 

A scene  occurred  yesterday  at  the  admiralty 
which  has  produced  much  sensation  among  the 
frank  population,  the  chief  of  the  navy  board 
(Moustapha  bey)  having,  during  an  interview 
with  the  sultan’s  ship  builder  (Mr.  Rhodes),  used 
abusive  language,  which  the  feelings  of  an  Ameri- 
can could  not  put  up  with,  the  latter  raised  his 
pipe  and  broke  it  on  the  insolent  Ottoman’s  head. 
The  circumstances  of  the  case  having  been  laid  be- 
fore the  sultan,  every  one  is  anxiously  awaiting 
for  his  verdict. 

HOLLAND. 

The  troops  of  Holland  are  quietly  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  long  disputed  territory  of  Hamburg  ar.d 
Luxemburg,  and  the  large  army  which  has  been  so 
long  kept  up  by  that  power  on  the  Belgian  frontier 
is  greatly  dispersing. 

Liverpool  cotton  market,  July  8.  The  market 
throughout  the  week  has  been  extremely  depres- 
sed and  to  effect  sales  even  to  the  extent  of  the  lim- 
ited wants  of  the  trade,  a decline  of  fully  3-8  per 
lb.  has  been  submitted  to  in  the  common  and  mid- 
dling classes  of  American,  with  a still  further  re- 
duction on  the  better  qualities. 

The  sales  amount  only  to  11,950  bales  (includ- 
ing 250  American  for  export)  of  which  370  Sea 
Island  at  20-^d.  (o  28d.  2,240  Bowed  7d.to  9d.  2.600 
Mobile,  Alabama  and  Tennessee  6 3-4d.  to  9 7-8d. 
3,790  New  Orleans  6 3-4d  to  10  l-2d.  The  sales  to- 
day amountto  about  1,500  bags  at  l-8d  to  ^d. per  lb. 
lower  in  prices  than  the  quotations  of  Friday  last. 
The  market  on  the  whole  is  exceedingly  flat. 

Liverpool  cotton  market , July  9.  The  cotton 
trade  continues  very  flat,  but  prices  were  not  low- 
er. The  sales  were  limited,  only  1,000  bags  having 
met  with  purchasers,  and  the  market  closed  with 
a dull  tone.  230  Bengal,  4 1-2  to  5;  100  Surat,  4 
5-8  to  5 1-4;  70  Maranham,  8 1-4  to  8 5-8;  40  Car- 
thagena,  5 1-2;  30  Peruvian,  8 3-4;  530  American, 

6 3-8  to  9. 

Liverpool,  July  5.  Cotton.  Manufactures  con- 
tinue in  a very  depressed  state.  Stocks  are  rapid- 
ly accumulating,  and  money  is  extremely  scarce — 
allot  which  circumstances  naturally  tend  to  pro- 
duce a stagnation  in  the  demand  for  cotton.  The 
business  transacted  this  week  was  of  a very  limit- 
ed nature,  and  no  sales  were  effected  except  to 
those  in  immediate  want,  although  American  de- 
scriptions were  offered  at  a decline  of  3-8  per  lb. 
and  1-4  per  lb.  reduction  was  submitted  to  on  all 
other  sorts  except  Brazils,  which  maintained  last 
Friday’s  rates.  The  entire  sales  amount  to  11,950 
bags  including  50  Surat,  and  250  American  taken 
for  export.  The  imports  amount  to  29,769  bags, 
comprising  25,002  American,  631  Brazillian,  20,030 
Mediterranean  and  2,134  East  India. 

Liverpool,  July  10.  Since  the  date  of  the  above, 
the  gloom  in  the  cotton  market  has  increased,  and 
prices  have  further  declined  l-2d.  per  lb.  The  quo- 
tation for  fair  Upland  is  about  7d.  and  in  some  mea- 
sure nominal- — the  average  business  about  1,500 
bales  per  day.  There  are  no  symptoms  of  im- 
provement. in  the  money  market.  Flour  34s.  a 35s. 
6d.per  bbl.  duty  paid,  and  the  duty  8s.  2d.  per  bbl. 
Turpentine  10s.  a 11s. 2d,  per  cwt.  inferior  to  prime 
new.  The  demand  for  tobacco  is  nearly  suspended. 

Liverpool  corn  market , July  9th.  The  wheat 
market  (in  some  degree  influenced  by  the  fine 
weather)  has  been  less  lively  than  during  the  pre- 
sent week.  There  has  however  been  a good  steady 
trade  with  little  or  no  change  in  prices.  United 
States  sweet  flour  has  sold  in  quantity  at  34s,  to 
36s.  per  bbl.  and  there  has  been  more  enquiry  for 
home  manufacture  at  47s.  to  52s. per  280  lbs.;  at  to- 
day’s market  wheat  found  a lair  demand  at  full 
prices. 

Manchester,  July  10.  State  of  trade.  There  was 
little  more  inquiry  for  yarn  yesterday  than  on  the 
preceding  Tuesday,  at  prices  about  a farthing  per 
lb.  below  those  which  prevailed  at  that  time.  The 
prices  of  cotton  having  declined  more  than  a half 
penny  during  the  interval,  the  position  of  the  spin- 
ners may  be  said  to  be  slightly  improved;  but  it  is  1 
still  far  from  being  satisfactory,  as,  even  at  the 
present  prices  of  cotton,  a loss  must  be  incurred  on 
all  the  yarn  spun.  For  goods  there  was  not  much  I 
demand  yesterday;  and  so  far  as  we  could  learn, 
very  little  business  was  done.  In  consequence  of 
the  continued  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  market, 
the  spinners  and  manufacturers  of  Ashton,  Staly 
bridge,  Hyde,  and  the  neighborhood,  whose  second  i 
term  of  agreement  for  working  short  time  had  ex- 
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piretl,  determined  to  renew  it;  and  a fresh  agree- 
ment, to  the  same  effect  as  before,  was  very  ge- 
nerally signed  yesterday,  and  will  no  doubt  be  uni- 
versally acted  upon  in  that  neighborhood. 

Antwerp , July  (i.  Since  the  last  day  or  two  the 
demand  for  coffee  has  been  more  animated,  and 
800  bugs  Brazil  were  taken  for  consumption  at  29c. 
per  half  kilo.  In  sugars  nothing  doing,  all  wait- 
ing for  the  sale  at  auction  which  takes  place  on 
the  9th.  Java  rice  has  experienced  a slight  im- 
provement, but  in  Carolina  nothing  took  place. 

THE  BRITISH  QUEEN. 

In  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer  we  find 
the  following  account  of  this  magnificent  steamer, 
and  her  firsf  voyage  across  the  Atlantic.  It  was 
written  by  col.  Webb,  the  senior  editor  of  the  Cou- 
rier, who  returned  home  in  the  Queen: 

The  Queen  sailed  from  London  on  the  evening 
of  the  10th,  but,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  tide,  did 
not  pass  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  until 
the  1 1th,  and  reached  Portsmouth  about  5 A.  M.  on 
the  12th.  We  left  Portsmouth  at  half-past  12,  M. 
blowing  a fresh  gale  from  the  westward;  and  with 
the  exception  of  light  northerly  airs  on  Friday  and 
Saturday — so  light,  that  the  velocity  of  the  ship 
made  it  at  times'" a head  wind — we  have  not  had  our 
sails  set  twenty-four  hours  during  the  passage. — 
The  wind  has  been  uniformly  “dead  ahead,”  blow- 
ingveryfresh  atall  times, and  causinga  very  heavy 
head  sea.  At  intervals  we  have  had  fresh  summer 
gales;  which,  while  they  have  retarded  our  arrival, 
have  fully  demonstrated  the  important  fact,  that  in 
the  same  ratio  you  increase  the  size  of  the  steamer 
will  you  increase  her  safety  and  comfort. 

The  Queen  is  indeed  a noble  ship — one  which, 
from  her  gigantic  proportions,  may  not  be  compar- 
ed with  any  other  merchant  vessel — and  capable  of 
being  made  the  most  comfortable  passage  ship  that 
ever  floated.  In  her  construction  and  outfit,  no  ex- 
pense has  been  spared  to  render  her  as  perfect  as 
racticable;  and  although  her  exact  cost  has  not  yet 
een  ascertained,  it  is  estimated  at  about  $375,000, 
which  includes  her  furniture  and  fixtures  of  every 
kind.  Her  grand  saloon  is  a beautiful  and  magni- 
ficent apartment;  and  the  berths  connected  with  it 
are  certainly  very  superior  in  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence to  any  others  ever  constructed;  but  then,  there 
are  only  twenty-four  in  number,  and  although  some 
of  those  in  the  forward  cabin  are  tolerably  pleasant, 

I can  bear  witness  that  the  fifty  or  sixty  berths  in 
the  lower  saloon,  including  all  aft,  except  those  in 
the  grand  saloon,  are  absolutely  uninhabitable,  and 
should  not,  under  any  circumstances,  be  taken  by 
ersons  having  the  slightest  regard  either  for  their 
ealth  or  comfort.  I am  very  sorry  to  be  obliged 
to  say  aught  against  the  accommodations  of  this 
noble  ship;  but  the  truth  is,  her  sleeping  accommo- 
dations are  so  miserably  arranged,  that  she  can  only 
accommodate  a small  number  of  persons  comforta- 
bly, and  she  cannot  fail  to  be  a most  unprofitable 
concern,  unless  those  who  have  control  of  her 
promptly  yield  their  theoretical  opinions  to  the 
practical  demonstrations  of  her  faults  in  fitting  up, 
which  this  voyage  has  so  clearly  made  apparent. 

The  Great  Western  made  her  first  voyage  to  New 
York  with  her  sleeping  apartments  somewhat  si- 
milarly arranged;  that  is,  she  had  a lower  saloon, 
which,  like  that  on  board  the  Queen,  was  very  pro- 
perly denominated  “ the  catacombs but  she  has 
since  had  a poop  deck  placed  upon  her,  filled  with 
state  rooms,  which  renders  her  decidedly  the  most 
comfortable  passage  ship  which  England  has  yet 
sent  into  our  waters.  But  the  greater  size  of  the 
Queen,  her  spacious  saloon,  and  the  free  ventila- 
tion of  which  she  is  capable — certainly  placed  it 
within  the  power  of  her  owners,  to  make  her  as  su- 
perior in  comfort  as  she  is  in  size  and  splendor,  to 
all  other  steam  vessels.  To  effect  this,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  construct  a poop  deck  for  her  compa- 
nion way  aft,  with  a line  of  state  rooms  on  each 
side,  and  apromenade  both  above  and  below;  while, 
until  this  alteration  is  made,  she  can  only  accom- 
modate with  comfort,  about  35  or  40  passengers  in 
her  after  cabin. 

With  the  exception  of  her  cabin  arrangements, 
there  can  exist  no  cause  of  complaint  against  the 
Queen,  when  we  take  into  consideration  that  this  is 
her  first  trip.  Her  stores  were  all  of  the  very  best 
quality — her  wines  excellent  and  in  abundance — 
and  although  the  steward’s  department  is  not  what 
it  should  be,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  all  the 
inconveniences  which  were  incidental  to  a first 
voyage  of  such  a ship,  will  now  disappear,  and  the 
internal  police  be  promptly  perfected. 

Of  capt.  Roberts  I may,  with  the  greatest  safety 
and  justice,  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  commen- 
dation. He  is  intelligent,  gentlemanly  and  affable; 
and  possesses  the  rare  tact  of  rendering  himself 
agreeable  to  his  passengers  without  in  any  way  en- 
dangering his  position  as  master  of  the  ship.  This 


is  a virtue  not  always  understood,  and  the  want  of 
which  isjustly  considered  a total  disqualification 
for  the  command  of  a packet.  Captain  Roberts  is 
also  very  fortunate  in  his  officers,  who,  like  him, 
are  attached  to  the  British  navy,  gentlemanly  in 
their  deportment,  and  thoroughly  conversant  with 
their  duties. 

The  British  Queen  is  1,S63  tons  burthern,  builder’s 
measurement,  and  upwards  of  2,000  tons  by  cus- 
tom house  measurement.  Her  model  i3  purely 
American,  and  with  a wind — although  we  have  had 
no  opportunity  of  testing — cannot  fail  to  make 
unusually  rapid  trips  across  the  Atlantic.  She  is 
more  bouyant  than  was  anticipated — that  is,  her 
cargo,  coal,  provisions,  passengers,  &c.  &c.  did  not 
sink  her  in  the  water  as  much  as  was  anticipated; 
and  in  consequence,  since  the  consumption  of  some 
seven  hundred  tons  of  coal,  water  and  provisions, 
her  paddle  wheels  have  not  taken  sufficient  hold  of 
the  water,  to  propel  her  at  a rate  equivalent  to  the 
power  of  her  engines.  But  this  will  be  remedied 
by  talcing  in  a full  cargo  of  several  hundred  tons  of 
iron  ballast  in  New  York,  previous  to  her  sailing, 
on  the  first  of  August,  in  company  with  the  Great 
Western.  No  effort  will  be  spared  to  get  her  off 
on  that  day,  and  all  England  are  on  the  qui  vive  to 
ascertain  which  of  the  magnificent  floating  palaces 
will  make  the  quickest  trip  home.  • Large  odds  are 
offered  on  the  Queen. 

The  managing  director  of  the  company,  Mr. 
Laird,  who  drafted  her  model,  and  superintended 
her  construction,  also  came  passenger  in  the  Queen, 
with  a view  to  examine  her  working,  and  to  note 
what  alteration  or  improvements  may  be  made  in 
her  accommodations.  Immediately  on  his  return, 
the  President  of  2,400  tons  will  be  launched;  and 
I have  no  doubt  but  the  experience  which  will  short- 
ly be  acquired  in  the  Queen,  will  enable  her  owners 
to  make  her  altogether  the  most  commodious  and 
agreeable  passage  ship  everknown.  One  thing  is 
certain;  the  company  are  prepared  to  expend  any 
amount  of  money  which  may  be  required  to  render 
their  vessels  perfect  in  all  respects,  and  with  com- 
petent commanders  and  experienced  stewards, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  success. 

The  following  letter  from  one  of  the  passengers 
in  the  British  Queen,  will  be  read  with  interest, 
furnishing  as  it  does  a particular  notice  of  each 
day’s  progress  of  this  noble  vessel  in  her  recent 
voyage  across  the  Atlantic: 

Saturday,  July  27th,  1839. 

Dear  sir:  Presuming  you  would  be  gratified  to 
hear  a statement  of  our  passage  across  the  Atlantic 
in  this  beautiful  ship,  and  fearing  I may  have  no 
other  spare  time  than  the  present,  previous  to  our 
arrival,  (whieh  will  doubtless  be  to-morrow),  I will 
give  you  a brief  but  correct  account,  before  the 
storm  ot  pilots  boarding,  landing,  &c.  &c.  falls 
upon  me. 

We  left  Portsmouth  on  the  12th  instant,  at  half 
past  12  o’clock,  P.  M.  with  the  wind  strong  from  S. 
W.  with  a head  sea,  and  a thick  hazy  horizon,  en- 
gine making  11  revolutions,  until  7,  P.  M.  when 
we  increase  to  13. 

13th. — Fine  clear  weather,  but  wind  dead  ahead, 
with  a long  swell  from  the  westward;  14  revolutions; 
lat.  49  34  Ion.  5 45 — distance  235  miles. 

14th. — Wind  W.  small  rain,  heavy  head  sea; 
wind  increases  towards  evening.  She  rides  like  a 
Queen,  13  revolutions;  lat.  49  54,  Ion.  11  29 — dis- 
tance 218  miles. 

15th. — Strong  westerly  wind  and  head  sea;  run- 
ning 13  revolutions;  running  gallantly  overthe  bil- 
lows; ships  no  water;  no  strain,  but  proceeds  with 
great  ease;  lat.  49  23,  Ion.  15  50 — distance  181 
miles. 

16th. — WindS.  W.  strong,  with  a tumbling  cross 
sea;  thick  weather  coining  on.  Ship  behaves  nobly 
—rides  very  majestically,  without  the  least  strain. 
12  o’clock,  blowing  a gale  from  the  westward; 
Queen  rides  beautifully,  and  see  her,  by  the  mere 
force  of  steam  power,  moving  on  at  the  rate  of  8 
or  9 knots  per  hour,  against  wind  and  sea,  is  a sight 
worthy  of  all  admiration.  4 P.  M.  strong  head 
wind  whistling  through  the  rigging;  strong  rolling 
sea;  only  one  man  at  the  wheel,  so  easy  does  she 
steer;  11  revolutions;  lat.  48  5G  Ion.  218 — distance 
210  miles. 

17th. — Cloudy,  wind  fresh  .N . N.  W.  dead  ahead; 
12  revolutions;  sea  runs  high,  but  she  rides  very 
handsomely,  and  though  a strong  wind  whistles 
through  her  rigging,  it  makes  no  other  impression 
upon  her  than  what  arises  from  the  increased  resist- 
ance she  has  to  overcome.  Lat.  48  6,  long.  25  4, 
distance  198  miles. 

18th. — Fine  morning;  head  wind  sea,  blowing 
fresh.  12  M.;  heavy  rolling  sea  from  N.  which 
sensibly  affected  the  crockery  on  the  lunch  table 
and  in  the  steward’s  pantry,  but  fortunately  she  has 
not  yet  broken  her  back,  which  some  of  our 


friends  in  London  were  so  kind  as  to  predict.  Lat. 
46  56,  long.  30  10,  dist.  193  miles. 

19ih. — Long  head  sea,  wind  dead  ahead,  13  revo- 
lutions; no  sails,  but  running  off  finely.  Lat.  46  13, 
long.  34  48,  dist.  200  miles. 

20th. — Wind  ahead,  with  head  sea;  blowing  fresh; 
going  finely  against  all  oppositions;  14  revolutions; 
afternoon,  wind  increasing,  sea  rising,  ship  rolling; 
more  empty  stomachs  than  usual;  speed  reduced  to 
9 revolutions;  high  sea  all  night.  Lat.  45  30,  long. 
39  1,  dist.  182  miles 

21st. — Sunday  morning.  Light  clouds,  wind  fresh 
from  N.  N.  W.;  a long  rolling  sea;  no  sails,  no  ob- 
servation to-day;  11  revolutions.  Lat.  45  4,  long. 
42,  dist.  130  miles. 

22d. — Wind  continues  dead  ahead,  smoother  sea, 
cloudy  and  hazy;  15  revolutions;  ship  so  steady 
and  quiet  that  one  hardly  knows  she  is  under 
way.  10  o’clock,  thick  fog;  regular  cold  bank 
weather;  steam  working  expansively,  cut  off  at 
half  stroke.  Lat.  44  43,  long,  16  27,  distance  190 
miles. 

23d. — On  the  banks  last  night  and  this  morning; 
thick  rainy  weather,  wind  W.  S.  W.,  smooth  sea; 
running  off  finely,  15  revolutions.  Lat.  43  40,  long. 
51  20,  distance  224  miles. 

24th. — Wind  and  long  sea  from  W.  14  revolutions; 
rain  all  the  morning;  11  o’clock,  got  an  observa- 
tion; sun  gleaming  occasionally,  swell  subsiding. 
8 o’clock,  15  revolutions;  sea  calm;  running  off 
finely.  Lat.  43  18,  long.  55  50,  distance  206  miles. 

25lh. — Wind  N.  set  fore-topsail,  togallant  sail,  for 
the  first  time.  12  M.  wind  freshens;  running  off 
in  beautiful  style;  revolutions  16  to  18.  Lat.  42  23, 
long.  60  30,  distance  221  miles. 

26th.— 6 o’clock,  wind  S.  E.;  set  sail.  7,  wind 
hauls  to  W.;  all  sails  furled.  12,  wind  W.  good 
breeze;  revolutions  steady,  15.  7 P.  M.  smooth 

sea;  running  off  gaily  and  beautifully;  no  motion, 
quiet  as  a boat  upon  the  Hudson;  lat.  41  14,  long. 
65  34,  distance  240  miles. 

27th. — A beautiful  day;  very  warm;  perfectly 
calm  in  the  morning.  10,  P M.  fine  breeze  from 
N.  N.  W.;  trysail  and  jib  set;  going  off  charmingly; 
smooth  sea;  16  revolutions;  lat.  40  19,  Ion.  70  39 — 
distance  240  miles  which  make  us  158  miles  from 
Sandy  Hook,  which  we  expect  to  reach  by  4 or  5 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  to  be  landed  speedily 
after  the  health  officer  comes  on  board.  I could 
say  much  in  favor  of  this  fine  steam  ship  but  she 
speaks  for  herself.  We  shall  have  made  the  passage, 
against  strong  head  winds  and  sea,  in  15  days  and 
12  hours;  which  under  all  the  circumstances  is  a 
very  capital  passage.  She  is  a most  charming  and 
beautiful  sea  boat,  very  strong  and  substantial,  and 
as  safe  a conveyance  across  the  Atlantic  as  ever 
floated  on  its  bosom.  I am,  with  much  respect  your 
most  ob’t  servant,  J.  H.  S. 


LORD  BROUGHAM. 

There  is  no  gentleman  within  the  circle  of  our 
acquaintance,  personal  or  public,  with  whose  name 
are  associated  a greater  assortment  of  unsavory  epi- 
thets than  my  lord  Brougham  and  Yaux  has  power 
to  boast  of.  Our  able  friend  of  the  Toronto  Patriot, 
calls  him  a scoundrel;  and  other  editors,  in  England 
and  elsewhere,  are  in  the  habit  of  decorating  him 
with  such  goodly  titles  a3  quack,  mountebank, 
drunkard,  radical,  egotist,  humbug,  &c.  &c.  Mean- 
time bis  lordship  goes  on  after  his  own  fashion, 
mightily  enjoying  the  dust  he  kicks  up,  and  taking 
an  especial  pleasure  in  gently  droping  the  lash  of  his 
sarcasm  upon  every  body  that  happens  to  come 
within  reach,  no  matter  of  what  party  in  politics, 
science  or  religion.  His  latest  application  of  it 
was  to  the  right  reverend  bench  of  bishops — whom 
he  favored,  ip  the  course  of  a debate  on  his  beer 
bill,  with  the.  following  left-handed  compliment: 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  lord  Brougham, 
replying  to  lord  Melbourne,  (whom  he  called  by 
mistake  his  ‘-‘learned  friend,”  but,  correcting  him- 
self, said  “God  knows  he  is  not  my  learned,  but 
my  noble,  and  on  this  subject,  ignorant  friend”), 
adverted  to  the  thin  attendance  of  members,  and 
especially  to  the  absence  of  the  bishops  from  the 
house  on  this  occasion. 

He  was  sorry  to  see,  from  the  aspect  of  the  house, 
that  the  present  critical  hour  had  had  the  effect  of 
sadly  thinning  their  lordships  numbers.  Their  lord- 
ships  liked  the  beer  bill  little,  but  they  liked  re- 
maining in  the  house  after  half-past  seven  o’clock 
less.  Their  lordships  liked  to  see  a good  state  of 
morality  in  the  country — the  tranquil  order  of  so- 
ciety they  dearly  loved — it  was  the  very  apple  of 
their  eye;  but  there  was  another  affection,  operat- 
ing upon  certain  delicate  organs  in  the  constitution 
of  noble  lords  still  more  intimately  than  those  con- 
nected with  the  peace,  order  and  purity  of  society, 
and  reminding  them  of  what  had  been  called  the 
most  important  event  of  existence,  that  of  dinner. 
(Laughter).  “I  am  glad  to  find,”  said  lord  Brough- 
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am,  turning  to  the  Episcopal  bench,  “that  my  ob- 
servation is  not  confined  to  the  lay  lords;  it  ex- 
tends equally  to  those  who  are  the  appointed  guar- 
dians ot  public  morals  and  virtue.  How  often  have 
I heard  the  beer  houses  denounced  by  the  right 
reverend  occupants  of  that  bench!  There  is  hardly 
a bishop  whom  I have  not  heard  imploring  your 
lordships  from  this  very  place,  for  God’s  sake  to 
apply  a remedy  to  that  which  makes  all  our  preach- 
ing and  teaching  vain,  to  reform  those  nests  of 
drunkenness,  to  remove  those  plagues.  And  now 
that  I come  forward  at  their  instigation — that  I 
lend  myself  as  their  coadjutor — that  I put  myself 
as  an  humble  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  guar- 
dians of  morality  and  religion — but  two  out  of  six- 
and-twenty  right  reverend  prelates  will  sacrifice 
their  dinner,  their  regard  to  their  belly,  which  is 
their  God.”  (Laughter.) 

Lord  Salisbury  rose  to  order,  and  the  following 
scene  ensued. 

Lord  Salisbury — “I  move  that  the  noble  and 
learned  lord’s  words  be  taken  down.” 

Lord  Brougham — “That  they  may  be  taken  down 
correctly,  I think  I had  better  repeat  them.  I was 
saying  that  the  bench  of  bishops — ” 

Lord  Kenyon — “I  rise  to  order.  The  moment  the 
words  are  objected  to,  no  time  should  be  lost  in 
taking  them  down.” 

Lord  Brougham — “I  am  just  repeating  them,  that 
the  clerk  may  be  at  no  loss.  The  bench  of  bishops, 
more  than  all  the  lay  peers  of  the  realm,  have  ex- 
pressed their  strong  sense  of  the  evil  effects  of  beer 
houses  to  the  morals  of  the  people  under  their  care; 
and  ft  is  chiefly  at  their  instigation  that  I have 
brought  forward  a measure  as  their  coadjutor,  and 
an  humble  instrument  in  their  hands,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  down  what  they  abominate  as  pre- 
judicial to  the  morals  of  the  people — ” 

The  marquis  of  Salisbury — “These  are  not  the 
words.” 

Lord  Brougham— “Allow  me  to  finish  the  sen- 
tence: I am  getting  on.  But  I find  that  the  whole 
twenty-six  prelates—” 

Lord  Kenyon — “I  rise  again  to  order.  A noble 
friend  of  mine  has  called  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  to  order,  and  he  must  state  the  reasons  why 
he  did  call  him  to  order.” 

Lord  Brougham — “The  words  must  first  betaken 
down.” 

Considerable  confusion  here  prevailed  in  the 
house,  two  or  three  noble  lords  speaking  at  once; 
which  was  terminated  by  the  rising  of 

Lord  Ellenborough,  who  said,  that  in  point  of 
fact  the  opportunity  had  now  passed.  (Shouts  of 
“hear,  hear!”  from  lord  Brougham).  The  rules 
of  the  house  required  that  the  words  should  be 
token  down  instanter. 

The  marquis  of  Salisbury  hoped  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  would  at  least  explain  his  meaning. 

Lord  Brougham — “I  have  no  objection  to  state 
my  words.  I said  that  the  bench  of  bishops,  at 
whose  instigation  I have  brought  forward  this  mea- 
sure, and  in  those  hands  I have  been  an  humble 
tool,  out  of  their  great  regard  for  the  morals  of  the 
people,  had  sacrificed  all  personal  considerations, 
and  had  attended  by  two  of  their  body  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion — (Laughter) — and  having  the  great- 
est veneration  for  the  bench  of  bishops — (Laughter) 
— 1 felt  peculiar  pain  that  no  more  of  them  were 
here.”  That  was  all  he  meant. 


AMERICAN  AND  BELGIAN  RAIL  ROADS. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

The  most  complete  and  intelligent  survey  of  the 
rail  roads  of  the  United  States  which  has  yet  been 
made,  we  presume,  is  that  which  has  been  made 
during  the  last  eight  months  bv  a distinguished  fo- 
reign engineer  and  author,  F.  A.  Chevalier  de 
Gerstner.  This  gentleman,  after  having  built  the 
first  rail  road,  and  one  of  the  longest,  on  the  conti- 
net  of  Europe,  which  has  been  in  operation  from 
the  year  1832,  130  miles  in  length,  connecting  the 
rivers  Muldau  and  Danube,  in  the  government  of 
Austria — and  subsequently,  in  1836  and  1837,  one 
of  the  most  perfect  and  successful,  leading  from  St. 
Petersburgh  to  Zarskoe-selo,  constructed  under  the 
immediate  patronage  of  the  emperor  Nicholas,  and 
intended  as  the  commencement  of  a rail  road  from 
St.  Petersburgh  to  Moscow,  a distance  of  420  miles 
— came  to  the  United  States  in  November  last,  and 
has,  since  that  time,  made  a thorough  examination 
of  the  rail  roads  of  the  United  States. — When  he 
was  in  this  city  some  months  since,  he  showed  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  minutest  details  of 
the  different  modes  of  construction,  with  the  vari- 
ous kinds  of  machinery,  and  with  the  methods  of 
management;  and  in  his  examination  of  the  differ- 
ent rail  roads,  some  of  which  he  visited  repeatedly, 
for  the  purpose  of  thorough  inquiry  into  improve- 
ments of  any  kind,  took  notes  of  the  expenses  of 
construction,  repairs  and  management — amount  of 


business  and  income — the  mode  of  keeping  ac- 
counts, and  such  other  details  as  would  afford  to 
his  intelligent  and  discriminating  mind,  all  the  light 
which  is  to  be  derived  from  the  varied  experience 
of  the  conductors  of  all  these  works. — On  his  re- 
turn to  Europe,  he  will  doubtless  furnish  a report 
of  great  interest  and  value.  He  is  now,  or  recently 
was,  in  the  western  country,  where  he  has  printed, 
for  the  information  of  his  friends  in  the  United 
States,  a brief  report,  embodying  a part  of  the  re- 
sults of  his  investigations  upon  the  American  rail 
roads,  and  comparing  them  with  the  results  furnish- 
ed in  the  latest  official  reports  of  the  system  of 
rail  roads  constructed  by  the  government  of  Bel- 
gium. These  facts  are  curious,  as  this  is  the  first 
authentic  statement  of  the  kind,  embracing  any 
considerable  numberof  these  works,  which  has  been 
published. 

Mr.  de  Gerstner  states,  that  after  inspecting  the 
rail  roads  between  Albany  and  Lake  Erie,  he  "pro- 
ceeded to  the  eastern  states,  visited  the  rail  roads  of 
Massachusetts,  and  proceeded  thence  through  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  Vir- 
ginia, North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama, to  New  Orleans,  visiting  all  the  rail  roads  in 
different  states.  He  proceeded  thence  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  inspected  the  internal  improvements 
of  the  western  states,  and  was  about  to  proceed  to 
examine  those  of  Pennsylvania.  He  states  that  he 
had  already  passed  over  more  than  2,000  miles 
of  rail  roads  in  the  United  States,  and  had  been 
every  where  received  with  the  greatest  kindness. 
The  presidents,  directors  and  engineers  of  the  dif- 
ferent rail  road  lines,  had  given  him  not  only  their 
printed  reports,  but  had  laid  before  him  with  the 
greatest  liberality  their  books  and  accounts,  in  order 
to  give  him  every  kind  of  information.  He  says, 
“I  fulfil  only  my  duty,  when  I publicly  acknow- 
ledge that  such  a liberality  is  only  to  be  found 
amongst  a free  and  enlightened  people,  where  all 
public  works  are  based  on  the  principle  of  publicity, 
and  where  secrets  do  not  exist.”  YVe  copy  from  his 
statement  the  sollowing  passages: 

“According  to  the  facts  collected  during  my 
travels  since  my  arrival  in  New  York,  there  are 
now  over  three  thousand  miles  of  rail  roads  now  com- 
pleted and  in  operation  in  the  United  Stales;  425 
locomotives,  of  which  the  greatest  number  were 
made  in  this  country,  run  on  the  several  rail  roads, 
and  I believe  up  to  the  end  of  1839,  the  length  of 
railroads  in  the  United  States  may  amount  to  4,100 
miles.  The  capital  expended  on  the  rail  roads  now 
in  operation,  is  about  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  or 
an  average  cost  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  mile, 
for  which  sum  the  rail  roads  with  the  buildings, 
have  been  constructed  and  the  necessary  locomo- 
tives and  cars  bought. 

“Several  rail  roads  have  been  undertaken  with  in- 
sufficient means,  and  the  shareholders  found  them- 
selves under  the  necessity  of  employing  the  income 
of  the  first  years  in  improving  the  rail  road,  in 
building  engine  bouses,  &c.  and  purchase  loco- 
motives and  cars.  In  consequence  of  this  the 
shareholders  got,  during  that  time,  no  dividends, 
but  the  rail  road  still  yielded  a good  income.  Other 
rail  roads,  when  finished,  ■paid  from  five  to  ten  per 
cent,  income  to  the  stockholders,  others  have  not 
yet  paid  any  dividends  for  want  of  a sufficient 
number  of  passengers  and  freight.  The  average 
result  of  the  rail  roads  now  in  operation  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  that  they  give  a yearly  interest  of  five 
and  a half  per  cent,  on  the  capital  invested.  This 
result  must  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory,  be- 
cause the  greatest  part  of  the  lines  have  only  been 
a few  years  in  operation. 

“On  all  lines  there  is  ayearly  increase  of  at  least 
15  to  20  per  cent,  in  the  gross  income,  so  that  even 
those  lines  which  do  not  pay  now,  will  give,  in  a 
few  years,  a handsome  dividend.  According  to 
these  statements,  based  on  the  communications  col- 
lected in  this  country,  I have  no  doubt,  that  the 
large  capital  invested  in  rail  roads,  in  the  United 
States,  will  not  only  produce  an  incalculable  benefit 
to  the  country  but  likewise  pay  the  stockholders 
a dividend,  which,  under  good  management,  by  the 
constant  progress  in  population  and  trade,  must 
likewise  from  year  to  year  increase.” 

Mr.  de  Gerstner  having  recently  received  the  last 
reports  of  the  Belgian  rail  roads,  proceeds  to  give 
an  abstract  of  the  history  and  progress  of  those 
works — of  the  cost,  traffic  and  revenue,  and  to 
compare  them  with  the  results  of  his  observation 
on  the  American  roads.  These  works  were  pro- 
jected by  king  Leopold,  Who  adopted  the  enligten- 
ed  policy  of  undertaking  a great  public  work,  for 
the  encouragement  of  industry,  the  employment  of 
labor,  for  strengthening,  consolidating  and  enrich- 
in  the  country,  and  to  serve  as  a monument  of  his 
devotedness  to  the  interest  of  the  state.  He  or- 
dered the  whole  country  to  be  surveyed  by  able 
engineers,  the  necessary  plans  and  estimates  formed. 


and  on  the  1st  of  May,  1834,  a law  was  proclaimed, 
for  the  introduction  of  a system  of  rail  roads, 
through  the  whole  kingdom,  in  different  directions, 
to  be  executed  at  the  expense  of  the  state.  These 
rail  roads  lead  to  seaports  at  two  points — Antwerp 
and  Ostend — connect  with  France  at  two,  and 
with  Germany  at  one — and  all  unite  in  one  centre. 

“The  news  of  the  gigantic  work”  says  Mr.  de 
Grestner,  “undertaken  by  a state,  even  not  yet  ac- 
knowledged by  the  northern  powers,  and  with  only 
four  millions  of  inhabitants,  excited  the  greatest 
surprise  in  Europe,  and  few  only  could  conceive  the 
great  results  which  this  grand  project  must  necessa- 
rily produce  on  the  independence  of  the  nation  and 
its  internal  welfare,  its  commerce  and  industry;  the 
former  being  the  principal  aim  and  the  promotion 
of  commerce  and  industry  a subordinate  one,  al- 
though the  great  mass  of  the  people  were  unable  to 
comprehend  the  grand  idea  of  the  plan. 

“King  Leopold  found  in  his  former  minister  of 
public  works,  Mr.  De  Theux,  and  in  his  successor, 
Mr.  Nothomb,  vigorous  supporters.  The  engineers 
were  surveying  in  the  swift  prosecution  of  the  work, 
and  in  four  years  more  has  been  done  than  was 
expected.  The  enlightened  minister  INothomb  pub- 
lished annual  reports  to' the  legislative  assembly, 
besides  other  special  reports  of  the  progress  of  the 
works,  in  which  the  public  in  Europe  find  a rich 
source  of  experience,  not  to  be  met  with  in  any 
report  or  work  on  the  subject.  Europe  has  to  ren- 
der thanks  to  the  king  who  first  realized  such  a 
grand  idea,  and  to  his  enlightened  minister,  who 
judiciously  conducted  the  work,  and  so  liberally 
communicated  its  results.” 

The  whole  length  of  the  Belgian  rail  road,  now 
completed,  is  159  English  miles.  Successive  parts 
of  this  connected  line  have  been  opened  for  public 
use  from  time  to  time,  from  May,  1835,  to  August, 
1838.  The  cost  of  these  works,  including  build- 
ings, locomotives,  &c.  was  .$34,000,000,  which  is 
equal  to  a cost  of  41,300  dollars  per  mile.  The 
rail  road  from  Brussels  to  Antwerp — twenty-seven 
miles— consists  of  a double  track.  The  rest  are 
single,  and  the  rail  is  of  a weight  of  45  lbs.  per  yard. 
Additional  buildings  are  yet  to  be  erected,  and  ad- 
ditional locomotives  and  cars  provided,  which  will 
probably  swell  the  cost  to  an  avarage  of  45,000  dol- 
lars per  mile. 

The  rates  of  fare  on  the  Belgian  rail  roads  are 
much  lower  than  on  those  of  England  or  this  coun- 
try. There  are  classes  of  passenger  cars,  all  mov- 
ing in  the  same  train,  but  differing  in  the  degree  of 
comfort  to  the  traveller.  The  rate  of  fare  in  each 
of  these  per  mile,  for  each  passenges,  with  44  lbs. 
of  baggage,  is  as-follows.  In  berlines  2 1-3  cents; 
diligences  2 cents;  chars  a bancs,  1 1-3  cents; 
wagons  4-5  of  a cent;  for  soldiers,  only  half  price 
is  paid.  The  trains  perform  at  an  avarage  rate  of 
17  English  miles  per  hour,  including  all  stops — and 
from  20  to  25  miles  running  time.  The  fare  per 
mile,  in  the  three  classes  of  cars  on  the  Liverpool 
and  Manchester  rail  road  is  5 cents  4 3-4  cents  and 
3 cents. 

The  number  of  passengers  in  1837,  was  1,384,- 
577,  and  in  1838,  including  56,618  soldiers  2,23S,- 
303.  The  average  distance  travelled  by  each  pas- 
senger in  1837  was  17  miles,  and  in  1838,  23  miles. 
The  gross  income  of  1S38  was  3,100,833  francs,  or 
581,770  dollars,  including  162,015  francs  for  over 
weight  of  baggage  and  freight.  The  expenses  of 
the  first  ten  months  of  1838,  amounted  to  1,619,189 
francs.  Nearly  half  the  whole  length  of  rail  road, 
viz:  70  miles  was  opened  only  at  different  periods 
of  the  vear  1838.  It  is  estimated  that  the  income 
of  1839  will  be  equal  to  5,088,000  francs,  and  the 
net  income  1,700,000  francs,  which  is  equal  to  5 
per  cent,  on  the  cost  expended — an  amount  suffi- 
cient in  that  country  to  cover  the  interest,  and  a 
sinking  fund  of  one  per  cent. 

After  giving  a mass  of  other  facts,  and  calcula- 
tions in  relation  to  the  Belgrpn  rail  roads,  Mr.  de 
Gerstner  proceeds  to  give  the  following. 

Comparison  of  the  Belgian  rail  roads  with  those  in 
the  United  States. 

According  to  table  under  No.  3,  the  number  ot 
passengers  during  3 1-2  years,  reduced  for  the 
length  of  one  mile,  amounted  on  the  Belgian  rail 
roads  to  88,981,763,  or  at  an  average  per  year  of 
25,423,361.  As  the  average  length  of  load  in 
operation  during  the  whole  time  was  53.1  miles,  we 
have  478,783  through  passengers  annually.  The 
Belgian  rail  roads  are  therefore  travelled,  over  on 
their  whole  length  by  nearly  500,000  passengers  per 
year.  We  have  now  the  following  camparison: 

Cost  of  construction. — A mile  of  rail  road  with  a 
single  track,  and  the  necessary  buildings  and  outfit, 
costs  in  America  20,000  dollars;  in  Belgium  41,300 
dollars,  or  more  than  twdce  the  amount. 

Tariff. — On  the  American  rail  roads,  a passen- 
ger pays  at  an  avarage  5 cents  per  mile;  on  the 
Belgain  rail  roads,  only  1 cent  or  five  times  less;  for 
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freight  the  charge  is,  in  America,  at  an  avarage  7 1-2 
cents  per  ton  per  mile. 

Speed. — On  the  American  rail  roads,  passengers 
are  conveyed  with  a speed  of  from  12  to  15  miles 
per  hour,  stoppages  included;  on  the  Belgian  roads 
at  the  rate  of  17  miles,  or  stoppages  not  indued, 
at  the  rate  of  from  20  to  25  miles. 

Traffic. — There  are  at  an  average,  35,000  through 
passengers,  and  15,000  tons  of  goods  carried  annu- 
ally over  the  American  roads;  on  the  Belgian  there 
have  been  carried  per  year  478,783  through  passen- 
gers, and  the  transportation  ot  goods  only  com- 
menced a short  time  since. 

Gross  income. — The  same  amounts  on  the  Ame- 
rican rail  roads,  at  an  avarage  per  mile  and  per 
year, 

From  35,000  passengers,  at  5 cents,  $1,750 

From  15,000  tons  of  goods  at  7 1-2  cts.  1,125 

From  mail  and  contingencies,  200 

Total,  $3,075 

On  the  Belgian  rail  roads  the  gross  income  per 
mile  from  478,783  passengers,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  freight  amounts  to  32,000  francs,  or  6,003 
dollars  75  cents  per  year. 

Expenses  per  mile  of  travel. — These  amount  on 
the  American  rail  roads  to  1 dollar,  on  the  Belgian 
roads  to  1 dollar  5 cents,  or  they  are  the  same  in 
both  countries. 

Number  of  passengers  per  trip. — In  Belgium 
there  were  in  each  train,  at  an  average  of  3 1-2 
years,  143  through  passengers  ; on  the  American 
roads,  a passenger  train  contains  only  40  through 
passengers,  at  an  average. 

Number  of  trips  per  year. — In  dividing  35,000  by 
40  we  obtain  875,  as  the  average  number  of  pas- 
senger trip  per  year  on  the  American  rail  roads  ; 
and  in  dividing  478,783  by  143  we  get  3,348,  which 
represents  the  average  number  of  passenger  trains 
passing  annually  over  the  Belgian  roads.  As  at 
the  same  time  the  speed  on  the  latter  is  greater 
than  on  the  American  rail  roads,  it  was  necessary 
to  employ  rails  of  45  lbs.  per  yard,  while  their 
weight  is  generally  less  on  the  American  rail  roads. 

Expenses  per  passenger  per  mile. — These  are  in 
Belgium  only  0.73  cents,  and  in  America  2 1-2 
cents,  or  3 1-2  times  more.  The  reason  of  it  is, 
that  the  American  trains  contain  3 1-2  times  less 
passengers,  while  the  expenses  per  train  per  mile 
are  equal  in  both  countries.  It  is  very  nearly  the 
same  for  a locomotive  to  carry  40  or  143  passen- 
gers in  a train. 

Annual  current  expenses. — In  America  the  annu- 
al current  expenses  for  working  arail  road,  are  per 
mile. 


creased  the  number  of  letters  threefold  in  twenty 
years.  And 


For  transportation  of  35,000  pas- 
sengers, at  2 1-2  cents, 

$875 

For  transportation  of  15,000  tons 
of  goods,  at  6 1-2  cents, 

975 

For  transportation  of  the  mail 
and  other  expenses. 

100 

Total, 

$1,950 

Or  63  dollars  41  cents  of  every  100  dollars  gross 
income.  On  the  Belgian  rail  roads,  of  every  100 
dollars  gross  revenue,  the  expenses  are  65  dollars 
69  cent3,  or  per  year  per  mile  3,937  dollars  86  cents. 

Interest  on  the  capital  invested. — In  America  the 
annual  average  gross  income,  per  mile  of  road, 
amounts  to  3,075  dollars,  the  annual  current  ex- 
penses to  1,950,  leaving  1,125  dollars,  which,  com- 
pared with  the  cost  of  a mile  of  road,  (20,000  dol- 
lars) give  5 1-2  per  cent,  interest.  On  the  rail 
roads  in  Belgium,  the  annual  gross  income  per 
mile,  is  6,003  dollars  75  cents,  the  expenses  3,937 
dollars  86  cents,  leaving  2,085  dollars  89  cents  as 
interest  on  the  cost  of  41,300  dollars  per  mile,  or 
exactly  5 per  cent. 


UNIFORM  PENNY  POSTAGE. 

Rowland  Hill  has  offered  the  following  facts  in 
favor  of  the  system  of  penny  postage,  recommend- 
ed by  him  to  the  British  government. 

Fads  and  estimates  as  to  the  increase  of  letters. 

The  only  point  connected  with  a uniform  penny 
postage  on  which  there  appears  to  be  any  material 
difference  of  opinion  is,  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
revenue  will  sulfer  by  the  proposed  reduction. 

The  plan  will  stimulate  the  increase  of  letters  in 
two  ways — first,  by  the  increased  facilities  of  de- 
spatch of  letters;  second  by  the  reduction  of  pos- 
tage. 

Increased  facilities. 

Many  facts  were  proved  in  evidence  before  the 
postage  committee,  which  renders  it  clear  that 
even  at  the  same  or  higher  rates  of  postage,  in- 
creasing the  opportunities  of  despatching  letters, 
and  the  rapidity  with  which  they  are  transmitted 
and  delivered  always  increase  the  number  sent. 

1.  Palmer’s  adoption  of  mail  coaches,  though  ac- 
companied with  repeated  advances  of  postage,  in- 


2.  The  new  facilities  of  transmission  afforded  by 
the  Manchester  and  Liverpool  rail  way  increased 
the  number  of  letters  between  the  termini  nearly 
50  per  cent,  in  six  yeare,  postage  remaining  the 
same. 

3.  Although  not  substantiated  before  the  postage 
committee,  it  is  understood  that  the  recent  estab- 
lishment of  a morning  mail  from  London  to  Brigh- 
ton has  produced  a similar  etfect. 

4.  It  appears  from  the  valuable  work  of  M. 
Piron,  Sous  Derecteur  des  Postes  avx  Lcttres,  that  a 
reduction  in  the  time  of  transmission  trom  Paris 
to  Marseilles,  from  118  to  68  hours,  has  doubled 
the  number  of  letters. 

Reduction  of  postage. 

This  is  relied  upon  as  by  far  the  most  efficient 
cause  of  increase  in  the  number  of  letters. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  decrease  of  price  in 
any  article  of  general  demand,  so  far  from  lessen- 
ing the  amount  of  the  public  expenditure  on  such 
article,  has  always  increased  it. 

“1.  The  price  of  soap,  for  instance,  has  recently 
fallen  by  about  one-eighth;  the  consumption  in  the 
same  time  has  increased  by  one-third.  Tea,  again, 
the  price  of  which,  since  the  opening  of  the  China 
trade,  has  fallen  about  one-sixth,  has  increased  in 
consumption  by  almost  a half.  The  consumption 
of  silk  goods,  which  subsequently  to  the  year  1823 
have  fallen  in  price  by  about  one-fifth,  has  more 
than  doubled.  The  consumption  of  coffee,  the 
price  of  which,  subsequently  to  1823,  has  fallen 
about  one-fourth,  has  more  than  tripled.  And  the 
consumption  of  cotton  goods,  the  prices  of  which, 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  has  fallen  by  nearly 
one-half,  has  in  the  same  time  been  fourfold.” 
[Post  office  reform , page  70. 

2.  The  sale  of  newspapers  for  the  12  months 
before  the  late  reduction  in  stamps  was  “35,576,- 
056*  at  an  average  price,  say  7d.  costing  the  pub- 
lic 1,037,634  pounds.” 

For  the  12  months  subsequent  to  the  reduction, 
it  was  53,496,207,*  at  an  average  price,  say  of 4|d. 
costing  the  public  1,058,779  pounds. 

3.  The  annual  number  of  advertisements  before 
the  late  reduction  in  the  advertisement  duty  was 
“1,010, 000, f at  an  average  price,  say  of  6s.  costing 
the  public  303,000  pounds.” 

It  is  now  “1,670,000,  at  an  average  price,  say  4s. 
costing  the  public  334,000  pounds.” 

4.  The  number  of  persons  paying  for  admission 
to  the  tower  wa3,  in  the  10  months  prior  to  the 
late  reduction,  “9,508,  at  3s.  each  (including  the 
warder’s  fee)  = l,426  pounds.” 

In  the  10  months  subsequent  to  the  reduction  it 
was  “37,431,  at  Is.  each=l,871  pounds.” 

The  rule  established  by  these  facts — viz:  that 
the  demand  for  the  article  increases  in  a greater 
proportion  than  the  price  decreases,  so  that  if  1,000 
are  sold  at  Is.  many  more  than  2,000  would  be 
sold  at  6d.  is,  it  is  believed,  without  exception. — 
Certainly  the  article  of  postage  does  not  furnish 
one. 

“The  reduction  of  the  Irish  postage  rates  which 
was  made  in  1S27,  was  immediately  followed  by 
a considerable  increase  in  the  Irish  post  office  re- 
venue, though  precisely  to  what  extent  it  would  be 
difficult  to  state,  owing  to  a transfer  that  was  made 
at  the  same  time  of  certain  receipts  from  the  Eng- 
lish to  the  Irish  post  office  revenue.  An  altera 
tion  was  made  in  the  year  1931,  which  was  equi- 
valent to  a partial  reduction,  by  exempting  the 
correspondence  of  a portion  of  the  metropolis, 
which  had  paid  the  general  post  rate,  from  paying 
an  additional  two  penny  post  rate.  Consequent  on 
this  reduction,  though  at  first  attended  with  some 
loss,  the  post  office  revenue  was  improved  to  the 
amount  of  10,000  pounds  a year,  instead  of  their 
being  a loss  of  20,000  pounds  a year,  as  had  been 
expected  by  the  post  office.  A reduction  made  in 
1835  on  the  rates  of  ship  letters  has  been  followed 
by  a considerable  increase  in  that  branch  of  the 
revenue. Third  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
postage,  page  29. 

Practical  effect  of  reduction  to  one  penny. 

The  postage  of  letters  between  Edinburgh  and 
the  adjacent  towns  and  villages  was,  in  1837,  re- 
duced from  2d.  to  Id.  In  rather  more  than  a year 
the  letters  had  more  than  doubled,  and  were  on  the 
increase  when  the  last  returns  were  made.§ 

Postage  between  Stroud  and  Nailsworth,  in 
Gloucestershire  was  recently  reduced  from  4d.  to 


Id.  The  number  of  letters  has  already  increased 
about  sixfold. 

Future  gross  revenue  of  the  post  office. 

There  seems,  then,  no  rational  ground  of  fear 
that  the  gross  revenue  of  the  post  office  will  be  di- 
minished. 

On  the  contrary,  its  increase  might  be  safely 
predicted, even  if  no  other  change  was  contemplat- 
ed than  the  proposed  reduction.  But  taking  the 
proposed  additional  facilities  for  the  despatch  of 
letters  into  account,  the  increase  of  the  gioss  reve- 
nue may,  at  no  distant  period,  be  fairly  expected 
to  be  considerable.  Many  persons  competent  to 
form  a sound  opinion,  think  such  increase  will  be 
very  large. 

Future  expenses  of  the  post  office. 

The  proposed  changes  will  operate  partly  to  in- 
crease, and  partly  to  decrease,  the  cost  of  the  post 
office. 

The  increase  will  arise  out  of  the  additional 
number  of  letters  passing  through  the  post. 

The  decrease,  chiefly  fiom  the  postage  being 
paid  in  advance  by  means  of  stamps. 

The  balance  will  probably  be  a comparatively 
slight  augmentation  of  expense,  which  it  is  confi- 
dently expected  will  be  more  than  compensated  by 
the  increase  in  the  customs,  excise,  &c.  produced 
by  the  stimulus  to  commerce  consequent  on  the 
cheapness  of  postage. 

There  is,  then,  no  just  reason  for  believing  that 
the  proposed  reduction  in  postage  will  at  all  dimin- 
ish the  revenue  of  the  country. 

Below  I have  drawn  out  an  estimate  of  the 
course  which  things  may  probably  take  after  the 
proposed  change,  on  the  supposition  of  the  gross 
revenue  remaining  the  same  as  at  present.  I have 
perhaps  undervalued  some  sources  of  increase,  and 
overestimated  others.  I do  not  place  much  reli- 
ance on  the  details,  but  I have  great  confidence 
that  the  general  result  will  hereafter  be  found  below 
the  truth. 

Estimate  of  the  mode  in  which  the  required  increase 
of  general  post  letters  may  be  presumed  to  take 
place. 

From  the  present  letter  writing  class. 

Present  number  of  chargeable  general  post  let- 
ters, calls  this  1 

Contraband  letters,  and  evasions  by  writing  in 
newspapers,  &c.  (estimated  by  many  at  dou- 
ble the  posted  letters,  but  considered  it  equal 
only)  I 


Total  of  letters  now  written 

Assume  the  rate  of  increase  to  be  only  2 to  1 

Estimated  return  general  post  letters,  from  the 
present  letter  writing  class 
Invoices — (Estimated  by  Mr.  Cobden,  and  other 
mercantile  men,  as  equal  to  the  present  post 
letter!' — say  half  only), 

Additional  printed  circulars,  catalogues,  small 
parcels,  &c.  say 

Letters  from  numerous  classes  who  may  now  be 
said  not  to  use  the  post  office  at  all,  say 

Required  increase  of  general  post  letters  to  sus- 
tain the  general  revenue,  (vide  third  report, 
p.  55) 

That  is  to  say  an  addition  of  five-fold. 

ROWLAND  HILL. 

Bayswater,  July  1. 


INTERESTING  BILL  OF  MORTALITY. 

From  the  New  York  Courier. 

From  a statistical  report  appended  to  the  annual 
return  of  the  coroner,  of  New  York  city,  Ira  B. 
Wheeler,  esq.  tor  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1838,  we  are  enabled  to  glean  the  following  in- 
teresting particulars: 

Total  number  of  inquests  for  the  year,  of  which, 
in 


January,  there  were  42 
February,  29 

March,  34 

April,  37 

May,  56 

June,  55 


July, 

August, 

September, 

October 

November. 


90 

61 

49 

45 

45 

64 


*No.  307,  session  1838. 
fNo.  184,  session  1839. 

j The  increase  has  been  from  £84,000  to 
116,000  per  annum.  Vide  “first  report  on  pos- 
tage,1’ page  472. 

§Third  report,  abstract  page  24. 


Total, 

603 

Of  this  number  there  were  males. 

410 

females, 

Of  whom  were  of  one  year,  and  under 

103 603 

six  years,  males, 
females, 

46 

36 82 

Of  6,  and  under  12,  males, 

28 

females, 

5 33 

Of  12,  and  under  20,  males. 

17 

females. 

4 21 

Of  20,  and  under  36,  males. 

55 

females, 

39—94 

Of  30,  and  under  40,  males. 

83 

females, 

41 127 

362 
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Of  40,  and  under  50,  males, 
females, 

Of  50,  and  under  60,  males, 
females, 

Of  60,  and  upwards,  males, 
females, 

Age  unknown,  males, 
females. 

Still-born,  males, 
females, 


60 

22 82 

35 

8 43 

18 

8 26 

62 

20 82 

4 

7 11 

603 

Causes.  By  suicide,  55;  murder  or  violent  death, 
15;  involuntary  killing,  6;  accidental,  75;  causes 
unknown,  164;  debility  and  exhaustion,  14;  burned 
and  scalded,  24;  delirium  tremens,  8;  strangled  and 
suffocated,  11;  still-born,  11;  drowned,  93;  intem- 
perance, 33;  visitation  of  God,  23;  drinking  cold 
water  7;  apoplexy,  54;  Total  603. 

Of  these  were  married  males,  105 

females,  75-180 

Unmarried  males,  19 

females,  90-109 

Whether  married  unknown,  males,  113 

females,  28-141 


In  the  several  wards  there  were — 

1st, 

49 

10th, 

20 

2d, 

10 

11th, 

38 

3d, 

21 

12th, 

36 

4th, 

38 

13th, 

34 

5th, 

52 

14th, 

15 

6 th, 

121 

15th, 

10 

7 th, 

45 

16th, 

41 

8th, 

29 

17th, 

20 

9th, 

34 

603 

Of  cases  there  were, 

In  the  city  prison 

7 

City  hospital, 

15 

Bellevue,  including  the  almshouse  7 
Insane  asylum,  1 

African  free  school,  1 

Of  suicides  there  were — males,  31 


-31 


females, 

55—86 

Of  which  number  there  were 

born  in  the 

United  States, 

32 

Germany, 

3 

England, 

6 

Ireland, 

11 

Other  parts  of  Europe, 
Manner  of  their  death — 

3 

By  hanging, 

9 

Poison, 

30 

Cutting  their  throats, 

6 

Drowning, 

4 

Of  the  whole  number — there 

were  born 

In  the  United  States, 

270 

England, 

35 

Germany, 

24 

Scotland, 

8 

Ireland, 

140 

Sweeden,  . 

3 

Nova  Scotia,  . 

2 

Canada, 

1 

Spain, 

1 

Wales, 

3 

Italy, 

2 

Jamaica, 

2 

Unknown, 

113-603 

FRONTIER  INCIDENTS. 

From  the  Boston  Mercantile  Journal. 

An  occurrence  took  place  near  fort  Winnebago,  in 
the  Wisconsin  territory,  a short  time  since,  which  was 
near  involving  two  powerful  tribes  in  an  extermi- 
nating warfare,  and  will  serve  to  illustrate  some 
points  in  the  Indian  character. 

The  lands  of  the  Menominees  adjoin  those  of  the 
Winne’oagoes,  and  these  tribes  have  for  years  always 
lived  not  only  in  peace,  but  in  bonds  of  friendship 
and  intimacy  with  each  other.  It  happened  early  in 
May  last,  that  a Menominee,  in  a drukeu  frolic, 
stabbed  a Winnebago,  and,  what  was  considered 
extraordinary,  was  suffered  to  remain  for  some  hours 
afterwards  in  the  Winnebago  camp,  and  departed 
without  molestation.  In  the  course  of  a week  or 
two  after  this  transaction,  Yellow  Thunder,  a Win- 
nebago chief  of  a warlike  character,  called  at  fort 
Winnebago,  and  in  an  interview  with  major  W.  V. 
Cobbs,  who  commanded  that  post,  narrated  the  oc- 
currence, and  stated  that  he  had  been  selected  by 
his  people  to  avenge  the  murder.  He  had  accord- 
ingly taken  with  him  a band  of  warriors,  and  it  was 
his  intention  to  carry  death  and  desolation  into  the 
Menominee  country.  His  plans  appeared  to  be 
formed  with  judgment  and  skill.  The  Menomi- 
nees at  that  time  resided  in  several  villages,  at  some 
distance  from  each  other,  and  the  design  of  Yellow 
Thunder  was  to  fall  upon  the  unsuspecting  Meno- 
minees  in  each  village  successively,  cut  them  off  in 


detail,  and  thus  exterminate  this  powerful  and  war- 
like tribe. 

Major  Cobbs,  who,  by  long  and  familiar  inter- 
course with  the  Indians,  was  well  acquainted  with 
their  character,  took  prompt  and  decided,  yet  pru- 
dent measures  for  preventing  this  sanguinary  de- 
sign of  Yellow  Thunder  from  being  carried  into  ef- 
fect. He  had  a long  talk  with  him — attempted  to 
show  him  not  only  the  impropriety  and  injustice  of 
such  a proceeding,  but  its  impolicy, and  expatiated 
on  the  evil  consequences  to  his  people  which  would 
result  from  open  hostilities  with  the  whites,  which 
must  inevitably  be  the  case  provided  his  intentions 
were  carried  into  effect.  At  length  he  so  far  pre- 
vailed upon  Yellow  Thunder  as  to  induce  him  to 
postpone  the  execution  of  his  projects  of  revenge 
until  attempts  to  settle  it  by  other  means  had  failed. 
He  immediately  sent  an  express  to  the  head  chief  of 
the  Menominees,  who  was  then  sixty  miles  off,  in- 
forming him  of  the  occurrence,  and  requesting  his 
presence  immediately  at  the  fort.  And  in  a few 
days,  the  Menominee  chief  appeared  at  fort  Winne- 
bago, attended  by  sixty-five  of  the  chiefs  and  prin- 
cipal warriors  of  his  nation,  completely  armed,  and 
encamped  near  the  Winnebagoes,  under  the  guns 
of  the  fort. 

Major  Cobbs  assured  both  parties  that,  if  either 
band  commenced  hostilities,  he  should  open  his  bat- 
teries upon  the  aggressor  without  ceremony, and  set 
himself  to  work  in  good  earnest  to  heal  the  difficul- 
ties between  them.  He  w'as  at  that  time  suffering 
from  severe  indisposition,  but  he  was  so  fully  aware 
of  the  importance  of  adopting  prompt  and  decided 
measures,  if  he  would  prevent  a sanguinary  war, 
that  he  caused  himself  to  be  carried  to  the  place  of 
council,  between  the  two  encampments,  where  he 
conferred  with  the  chiefs,  sometimes  with  one, 
sometimes  with  both  together,  for  several  days — 
using  all  his  powers  to  induce  the  tribes  to  bury  the 
tomahawk. 

The  chief  of  the  Winnebagoes  was  at  the  outset 
furious  for  war,  and  would  not  patiently  listen  to 
any  proposals  for  peace.  One  of  the  warriors  of  his 
tribe  had  been  basely  murdered,  and  a dreadful  ven- 
geance must  follow.  On  the  other  hand,  the  chief 
of  the  Menominees  was,  from  the  commencement, 
anxious  for  a continuance  of  peace.  He  regretted 
the  unhappy  circumstance  which  had  excited  the 
angry  and  revengeful  feelings  of  the  Winnebagoes, 
but  was  unwilling  to  surrender  the  offender,  (his 
nephew)  to  the  vengeance  of  his  foes.  He  said 
that  if  the  Winnebagoes  had  killed  him  on  the  spot, 
when  he  had  perpetrated  the  crime  of  which  he  was 
accused,  they  would  have  acted  right,  and  in  accor- 
dance with  Indian  customs,  and  he  would  not  have 
complained;  but,  after  suffering  such  an  opportuni- 
ty for  immediate  revenge  to  escape,  they  had  no 
right  to  insist  upon  having  the  offender  placed  in 
their  hands.  For  the  sake  of  peace,  however,  he 
was  willing  to  make  some  valuable  presents  to  the 
Winnebagoes,  which  he  hoped  would  have  the  ef- 
fect of  disarming  them  of  their  resentment. 

It  was  with  much  difficulty  that  major  Cobbs 
could  get  the  Winnebagoes  to  listen  to  any  over- 
tures of  a compromise  of  this  kind.  But  it  happen- 
ed, fortunately,  that  a case  of  a similar  kind  had  oc- 
curred a few  years  before.  Life  had  been  taken  in 
a druken  affray,  and  the  offended  tribe  had  been  in- 
duced to  forego  their  revenge  by  a rich  display  of 
valuable  presents.  This  precedent  was  urged  with 
much  force  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort, 
and  the  time  was  appointed  when  the  final  determi- 
nation of  the  parties  was  to  be  made  known. 

The  major  was  carried  in  his  chair  to  the  place  of 
meeting.  The  Winnebago  chiefs  were  on  one  side 
of  him,  and  the  Menominees  on  the  other.  He 
made  them  an  harangue,  in  which  he  repeated  all 
his  arguments  in  favor  of  a peaceable  termination  of 
their  difficulties;  and  he  strongly  urged  upon  Yel- 
low Thunder  to  accept  the  conditions  offered  by  the 
Menominees.  While  he  was  speaking,  the  wife  of 
the  Winnebago  who  had  beep  killed  was  sitting  in 
front  of  the  warriors,  weeping  bitterly,  and  sobbing 
as  if  overwhelmed  with  a dreadful  calamity.  When 
the  major  had  finished  his  remarks,  the  chief  of  the 
Menominees  arose,  and  made  a speech,  in  which  he 
deeply  regretted  the  difficulty  which  had  taken 
place,  and  avowed  his  sincere  desire  for  peace,  and 
concluded  by  ordering  presents,  consisting  of  strings 
of  wampum,  furs,  &c.  to  be  brought  forward,  to  the 
value  of  two  or  three  hundred  dollars,  which  lie  of- 
fered to  the  Winnebagoes  as  a peace-offering. 

A silence  now  ensued  for  a few  moments,  when 
the  desolate  widow  arose  from  her  recumbent  pos- 
ture, and  with  a firm  step  walked  up  to  the  warrior 
who  had  killed  her  husband,  and  who  was  standing 
near  the  principal  chief;  with  a forgiving  smile,  she 
tendered  him  her  hand,  which  he  took  and  shook 
heartily;  at  the  same  instant  the  head  chiefs  advanc- 
ed towards  each  other,  and  shook  hands  and  the 
whole  body  of  the  Winnebagoes  and  Menominees 


mingled  with  each  other,  renewing  their  lormer  fa- 
miliar intercourse,  and  exchanging  congratulations 
on  the  peaceful  termination  ol  an  affair  which,  at 
one  time,  threatened  the  most  sanguinary  results. 
The  pipe  of  peace  was  then  smoked,  and  the  tomo- 
hawlc  was  buried  with  the  usual  ceremony.  The 
commauding  officer  of  the  post  then  retired  within 
the  fort,  much  pleased  with  the  successful  results  of 
his  alttempts  at  pacification. 


DEATH  OF  RIDGE. 

Newton  county,  Mo.  June  29,  1839. 

Messrs.  Editors  : A bloody  tragedy  has  just 
been  acted  near  the  state  line,  in  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion, which  for  brutality,  almost  beggars  descrip- 
tion, and  which  I give  you  an  account  as  I have 
been  able  to  learn. 

On  the  22dinst.  about  forty  half  and  full  blood 
Cherokee  Indians  came  to  the  house  of  John  Ridge, 
esq.  a distinguished  Cherokee,  and  just  about  day 
light  entered  the  chamber  of  Mr.  Ridge  unperceiv- 
ed by  any  of  the  family,  and  bursted  a cap  at  his 
head,  which  awoke  him,  who  then  saw  and  felt  his 
impending  fate,  no  doubt,  and  called  on  his  assail- 
ants for  mercy.  Finding  the  instrument  of  death 
which  they  had  presented,  failed  in  its  fatal  pur- 
pose, they  took  him  out  of  his  bed  from  beside  his 
wife,  carried  him  into  the  yard,  and  there  butcher- 
ed him  in  a most  savage,  brutal  manner,  by  stab- 
bing him  in  the  body  some  twenty-seven  times.— 
They  then  threw  him  up  in  the  air  as  far  as  they 
could,  and  when  his  dying  body  reached  the 
ground,  each  one  stamped  upon  the  body  as  they 
marched  over  it  by  single  file,  until  the  last  man  of 
them  had  performed  his  fiendish  purpose.  This 
tragedy  was  executed  in  the  presence  of  his  wife, 
children  and  servants.  The  shock  to  Mrs.  Ridge 
was  more  than  she  could  bear  and  she  was  seized 
with  spasms,  which  threatens  her  life. 

The  party  after  killing  Mr.  John  Ridge,  took  up. 
the  line  of  march  in  pursuit  of  major  Ridge,  the 
father  of  J.  Ridge,  who  had  the  day  before  started 
with  his  servant,  to  visit  some  friends  in  Van  Bu- 
ren,  Arkansas.  Report  reaches  us  that  the  party 
overtook  major  Ridge  in  the  evening  of  the  22d, 
and  killed  him  on  his  noi  se  by  shooting  him.  This 
report  is  doubtless  true.  It  is  also  reported  that  the 
well  known  Elias  Boudinot  and  col.  Bell,  and  six 
other  principal  men  of  the  Ridge  party,  have  shar- 
ed the  same  fate  of  the  unfortunate  John  Ridge 
and  his  father.  I entertain  some  doubts  as  to  the 
deaths  of  those  last  mentioned  persons — but  it  is 
altogether  probable. 

The  cause  which  led  to  this  melancholy  event, 
has  grown  out  of  the  dissatisfaction  of  perhaps  a 
majority  of  the  old  Cherokee  nation,  in  opposition 
to  the  treaty  familiarly  called  the  “Ridge  treaty” 
and  those  other  persons  said  to  be  killed  are  some 
of  the  most  prominent  men,  who  with  the  Ridges, 
and  others,  concluded  the  treaty  with  Mr.  Seher- 
merhorn  and  governor  Carroll,  a few  years  since, 
the  history  of  which  is  well  known  toyour  readers. 

The  recent  congregating  of  the  whole  nation, has 
enkindled  afresh  these  old  feuds,  and  they  have 
now  consummated  the  threats  ol  killing  Ridge  for 
some  time  past  made. 

The  friends  of  major  Ridge  and  his  son  John 
Ridge,  have,  as  I am  informed,  sworn  eternal  ven- 
geance against  some  of  the  head  men  of  the  nation 
of  the  other  party.  Where  these  tragedies  will  end, 
time  alone  can  unfold  and  determine.  John  Ridge 
was  a gentleman  of  highly  cultivated  mind,  having 
received  a liberal  education  at  one  of  the  colleges 
in  Connecticut,  where  he  married  a most  respecta- 
ble lady,  a Miss  Northrop  of  that  state.  Major 
Ridge  and  his  son  were  both  considered  wealthy, 
and  were  extensively  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness. 

Major  Ridge  was  formerly  one  of  the  principal 
chiefs  of  his  nation,  and  a commanded  a battalion 
of  his  countrymen  under  general  Jackson  against 
the  Creeks  during  the  last  war  ; and  although  un- 
lettered was  altogether  a man  of  strong  and  dis- 
criminating mind.  'His  intercourse  with  the  in- 
telligent and  wealthy  gave  him  the  appearance  ofa 
wealthy  southernor.  He  was  kind  and  hospitable 
— was  about  sixty-five  years  of  age. 

John  Ridge  was  about  37  years  of  age— -he  left  a 
wife  and  six  children.  The  death  of  the  two 
Ridges,  will  long  be  regretted  by  their  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

It  is  reported  that  the  U.  S.  dragoons  have  been 
called  to  the  scene  of  murder. 

The  intercourse  with  the  whites  and  Cherokees 
passing  to  and  fro,  has  not,  as  yet,  been  interrupt- 
ed. Persons  having  business  in  the  nation  and  at 
the  forts,  go  as  usual,  though  there  is  some  teme- 
rity at  present  manifested. 

Should  any  thing  further  transpire  worthy  of  no- 
tice, I will  again  write  you.  Your  friend, 

A SUBSCRIBER. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUGUST  3,  1839— CRIMINAL  OFFENCES. 


8G3 


P.  S.  I saw  a gentleman  to-day,  who  confirms 
the  report  of  the  death  of  major  Ridge.  He  was 
killed  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Evans  at  the  loot 
of  Boston  Mountain,  about  35  miles  from  Van  Bu- 
ren,  Arkansas.  He  was  waylaid  and  shot  from  his 
horse.  No  further  account  as  to  Boudinot  and  col. 
Bell. 

A postcript  in  the  Ozark  Standard  of  the  9th, 
says  : 

We  have  just  learned  by  a gentleman  direct  from 
Fayetteville,  Ark.  that  the  Ridge  and  Ross  parties 
are  increasing,  and  that  already  each  party  numbers 
from  twm  to  three  thousand  warriors. 

The  Ridge  party  are  represented  as  the  most 
numerous,  and  as  determined  to  revenge  the  death 
of  their  chiefs. 

We  learn  also  that  gen.  Arbuckle  had  sent  two 
hundred  dragoons  to  demand  the  murderers  of 
Ridge,  who  was  murdered  within  the  limits  of  this 
state.  Also,  that  he  had  ordered  home  the  Creeks 
and  Senecas  who  had  joined  the  two  hostile  par- 
ties, who  are  said  to  have  obeyed  his  order. 


NAVAL  PROWESS. 

In  Cooper’s  history  of  the  navy,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing memorable  cases  of  personal  prowess,  ex- 
hibited by  two  of  our  officers  during  the  war  with 
Tripoli: 

“No  sooner  had  Mr.  Decatur  got  possession  of  the 
boat  first  assailed,  than  he  took  her  in  tow,  and  bore 
down  on  the  one  next  to  the  leeward.  Running  the 
enemy  aboard,  as  before,  he  went  into  him,  with  most 
of  his  officers  and  men.  The  captain  of  the  Tripoli- 
tan vessel  was  a large,  powerful  man,  and  Mr.  Deca- 
tur personally  charged  him  with  a pike.  The  wea- 
pon, however,  was  seized  by  the  Turk,  wrested  from 
the  hands  of  the  assailant,  and  turned  against  its 
owner.  The  latter  parried  a thrust,  and  made  a blow 
with  his  sword  at  the  pike,  with  a view  to  cut  off  its 
head.  The  sword  hit  the  iron,  and  broke  at  the  hilt, 
and  at  the  next  moment  the  Turk  made  another 
thrust.  Nothing  was  left  to  the  gallant  Decatur,  but 
his  arm,  with  which  he  so  far  averted  the  blow  as  to 
receive  the  pike  only  through  the  llc-sh  of  his  breast. 
Pushing  the  iron  from  the  wound,  flesh  and  all,  he 
sprang  within  the  weapon,  and  grappled  his  antago- 
nist. "The  pike  fell  between  the  two,  and  a short 
trial  of  strength  succeeded,  in  which  the  Turk  pre- 
vailed, As  the  combatants  fell,  however,  Mr.  De- 
catur so  far  released  himself  as  to  lie  side  by  side 
with  his  foe  on  the  deck. 

“The  Tripolitan  now  endeavored  to  reach  his 
poinard,  while  his  hand  W’as  firmly  held  by  that  of 
1) is  enemy.  At  this  critical  instant,  when  life  or 
death  depended  on  a moment  well  employed,  or  a 
moment  lost,  Mr.  Decatur  drew  a small  pistol  from 
the  pocket  of  his  vest,  passed  the  arm  that  was  free 
round  the  body  of  the  Turk,  pointed  the  muzzle 
in,  and  then  fired.  The  ball  passed  entirely  through 
the  body  of  the  Mussulman,  and  lodged  in  the 
clothes  of  his  foe.  At  the  same  instant  Mr.  De- 
catur felt  the  grasp  that  had  almost  smothered  him 
relax,  and  he  was  liberated.  He  sprang  up,  and  the 
Tripolitan  lay  dead  at  his  feet.  In  such  a melee  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  the  struggle  of  the  two 
leaders  would  go  unnoticed.  An  enemy  raised  his 
sabre  to  cleave  the  skull  of  Mr.  Decatur  while  he 
was  occupied  by  his  enemy,  and  a young  man  of  the 
Eriterprize’s  crew  interposed  an  arm  to  save  him. 
The  blow  was  intercepted,  but  the  limb  was  severed 
to  a bit  of  skin.  A fresh  rush  was  now  made 
upon  the  enemy,  who  was  overcome  without  much 
further  resistance. 

* * * * * 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr^  Trippe,  in  No.  6,  the  last  of 
the  three  boats  that  was  able  to  reach  the  weather  di- 
vision, was  not  idle.  Reserving  his  fire,  like  the 
others  he  delivered  it  with  deadly  effect,  when  clos- 
ing, and  went  on  board  his  enemy  in  the  smoke.  In 
this  instance  the  boats  also  separated  by  the  shock 
of  the  collision,  leaving  Mr.  Trippe,  with  Mr.  J.  D. 
Henley,  and  nine  men  only  on  board  the  Tripoli- 
tan. Here  too,  the  commanders  singled  each  other 
out,  "and  a severe  personal  combat  occurred,  while 
the  work  of  death  was  going  on  around  them.  The 
Turk  was  young,  and  of  a large  athletic  form,  and 
he  soon  compelled  his  slighter  but  more  active  foe  to 
fight  with  caution.  Advancing  on  Mr.  Trippe,  ha 
would  strike  a blow,  and  receive  a thrust  in  return. 
In  this  manner,  he  gave  the  American  commander 
no  less  than  eight  sabre  wounds  in  the  head  and  two 
in  the  breast;  when  making  a sudden  rush,  he  struck? 
a ninth  blow  on  the  head,  which  brought  Mr.  Trippe 
upon  a knee.  Rallying  all  his  forces,  in  a desperate 
effort,  the  latter,  who  still  retained  the  short  pike 
with  which  he  fought,  made  a thrust  that  passed 
the  weapon  through  his  gigantic  adversary,  and 
tumbled  him  on  his  back.  As  soon  as  the  Tripoli- 
tan officer  fell,  the  remainder  of  his  people  submit- 
ted. The  boat  taken  by  Trippe,  was  one  of  the 
largest  belonging  to  the  bashaw.  The  number  of 


her  men  is  not  positively  known,  but  living  and 
dead,  thirty -six  were  lound  in  her,  of  whom  twenty- 
one  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  When  it  is  re- 
membered that  but  eleven  Americans  boarded  her, 
the  achievement  must  past  for  one  of  the  most  gal- 
lant on  record. 

CRIMINAL  OFFENCES. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

The  late  secretary  of  this  state  presented  to  the 
legislature,  at  its  last  session,  an  interesting  report 
on  convictions  for  criminal  offences.  It  is  accom- 
panied by  statistical  tables  embracing  a variety  of 
details,  collected  with  great  labor  and  skillfully  di- 
gested. They  relate  chiefly  to  the  increase  of 
crime  during  the  past  few  years,  the  nature  of  the 
offences  which  have  been  committed,  the  age  and  sex 
of  persons  charged  with  high  misdemeanors  and  the 
criminal  statistics  of  this  state  as  compared  with 
those  of  England  and  France. 

During  the  year  1833  the  number  of  convictions 
fell  short  of  that  of  1837  by  five,  whilst  the  diminu- 
tion since  1833  is  still  greater.  But  the  year  is  dis- 
tinguished for  offences  against  the  person.  An  un- 
usually large  number  of  these  are  of  the  most  atro- 
cious and  violent  character. 

The  proportion  of  crimes  against  the  person,  ex- 
cluding cases  of  assault  and  battery  to  crimes 
against  property,  in  1833,  was  1 to  8.80;  and  to  all 
other  crimes,  including  crimes  against  property,  1 
to  12.10.  The  proportion  of  crimes  against  the 
person,  including  assault  and  battery,  to  crimes 
against  property,  was  1 to  1.96,  and  to  all  other 
crimes,  including  those  against  property,  1 to  2.66. 

Although  the  whole  number  of  convictions  was 
1,086,  the  number  of  persons  convicted  was  but 
1,035.  Of  this  number,  there  were  973  males,  61 
females;  and  one  corporation  indicted  for  nuisance. 
There  were  forty-seven  crimes  committed  by  males 
who  were  convicted  of  other  offences,  and  one  fe- 
male was  convicted  four  times  of  petit  larceny. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  proportion  of 
crimes  of  the  different  classes  committed  by  males 
and  females,  during  the  year  1838. 

Crimes.  Males.  Females.  Proportion. 

Against  the  person,  283  13  21.84  to  1 

Against  property,  536  45  11.92  to  1 

Forgery  and  offence 
against  the  currency.  42  0 42  to  0 

Other  offences,  159  7 22.71  'o  1 


1,021  62  15,70  to  1 

Of  the  whole  number  of  crimes  committed  by 
females,  37 — more  than  half,  were  cases  of  larceny. 
Of  the  more  heinous  offences,  four  were  committed 
by  females,  viz:  one  case  of  arson;  one  of  poisoning, 
with  intent  to  kill;  one  of  attempting  to  poison;  and 
one  of  assault,  with  intent  to  kill.  There  is  no 
country,  of  the  criminal  statistics  of  which  we  have 
any  knowledge,  where  the  proportion  of  females 
charged  or  convicted  of  crimes,  is  so  small  as  in  this 
state.  In  England,  in  1834,  the  proportion  of  males 
to  females  was  428  to  1;  in  France,  in  1832,  469  to 
1;  and  in  this  state,  in  1838,  as  above  shown,  1,570 
to  1. 

In  the  first  report  presented  to  the  legislature  in 
relation  to  convictions  for  criminal  offences,  senate 
document  of  1837,  No.  62,  a comparison  was  insti 
tuted,  in  respect  to  the  prevalence  of  crime  between 
this  state  and  some,  of  the  principal  countries  in  Eu- 
rope. It  was  observed  in  that  report,  that  it  was 
extremely  difficult  to  make  a direct  comparison  be- 
tween the  tables  ofdifferent  countries,  wtiich  should 
give  an  accurate  view  of  the  relative  prevalence  of 
crime  within  them,  in  consequence  of  the  different 
classification  of  offences,  and  the  differences  which 
exist  in  the  administration  of  their  criminal  laws. 
The  justice  of  this  observation,  is  strongly  illustrat- 
ed by  a reference  to  the  same  report,  to  the  compa- 
rative state  of  crime  in  England  and  Ireland,  greatly 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  latter  country.  The  com- 
parison was  founded  on  the  tables  prepared  under 
the  authority  of  the  British  government;  and  from 
this  comparison  it  appeared,  that  there  was  in  the 
year  1S35,  one  conviction  in  England  and  Wales,  to 
every  675  inhabitants,  and  in  Ireland,  one  to  every 
377.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  the  tables  for 
Ireland  include  a large  number  of  minor  offences, 
which  are  tried  before  the  inferior  tribunals  in  Eng- 
land, and  which  are  not  embraced  by  the  English 
tables,  so  that  by  comparing  the  whole  number  of 
convictions  in  the  two  countries,  a very  different  re- 
sult is  obtained.  Thus,  in  the  year  1836,  the  whole 
number  of  convictions  in  England  and  Wales,  was 
1 to  212  inhabitants — whereas  in  Ireland,  the  whole 
number  was  1 to  450.  In  this  enumeration,  are 
included  summary  convictions  in  hedh  countries.— 
We  have  no  means  of  making  a similar  comparison 
between  this  stats  and  England,  as  the  convictions 
before  our  inferior  tribunals  are  not  returned  to  this 
office.  The  convictions  embraced  by  our  tables 
may,  perhaps,  be  fairly  compared  with  the  convic- 


tions at  the  quarter  sessions  and  assizes  in  England 
and  Wales.  These  convictions  for  1836,  amounted 
to  14,771,  while  the  convictions  in  this  state  for 
1838,  were  1,086.  Estimating  the  population  of 
England  and  Wales  al  14,000,000  in  1836,  and  the 
population  of  this  state  at  2,200,000  in  1838,  and 
the  following  proportions  result  from  the  compari- 
son: in  England  and  Wales,  one  conviction  to  every 
948  inhabitants,  and  in  this  state,  one  to  2,025. 

A greater  difficulty  exists  in  comparing  the  state 
of  crimes  in  this  state,  with  the  condition  of  France 
in  respect  to  crime.  If  the  convictions  in  Fiance 
before  the  courts  of  assize  only,  are  admitted  into 
the  comparison,  it  would  be  greatly  to  our  disadvan- 
tage, as  a large  number  of  offences  are  contained  in 
our  tables,  which  in  France  would  be  tried  before 
the  correctional  tribunals.  On  the  other  hand,  if  all 
the  convictions  before  the  correctional  tribunals 
were  admitted  into  the  comparison,  it  would  be 
greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  France,  as  many  of 
the  offences  are  tried  before  them,  which  in  this 
state  are  tried  before  the  police  courts,  and  are  not 
included  in  our  tables.  Thus  the  condemnations  in 
the  courts  of  assize  in  France  in  1832,  w'ere  but 
4,657,  which  to  a population  of  32,561,463,  would 
give  one  condemnation  or  conviction  to  every  6,991 
inhabitants.  On  the  other  hand,  the  convictions 
before  the  correctionable  tribunals,  amounted  to 
190,440  which,  added  to  the  convictions  in  the 
courts  of  assize,  would  give  one  conviction  to  every 
166  inhabitants.  Of  the  persons  convicted  before 
the  correctionable  tribunals,  5,742  were  condemned 
to  imprisonment  for  one  year  or  more,  27,524  for  a 
less  term  than  a year,  and  156,791  were  punished  by 
fine. 

The  French  tables  of  1822,  also  show  the  num- 
ber of  convictions  before  the  ordinary  police  courts, 
amounting  to  122,695,  of  which  177,582,  were  pu- 
nished by  fine,  and  5,113  by  imprisonment.  Most  of 
these  cases  were  simple  violations  of  police  re- 
gulations, among  which  are  those  which  relate  to  the 
public  safety  and  health,  as  obstructing  the  high- 
ways, racing  horses  in  the  interior  of  inhabited 
places,  selling  adulterated  liquors  and  unwholesome 
food.  Among  them,  however,  are  cases  of  riot  and 
other  offences,  which  are  tried  by  our  higher  courts, 
and  which  are  included  in  our  tables.  If  the  Europe- 
an tables  were  accompanied  with  some  description 
of  the  courts,  before  which  offences  are  tried,  the 
extent  of  their  jurisdiction  and  of  their  power  in 
the  infliction  of  punishment,  with  a tariff  of  penal- 
ties, like  that  contained  in  the  annexed  table  mark- 
ed II,  a more  accurate  comparison  might  be  institu- 
ted between  the  different  countries  of  Europe,  in 
respect  to  the  state  of  crime  within  them  as  well  as 
between  those  countries  and  this  state. 

It  must  be  manifest  from  the  foregoing  facts  and 
statements,  that  it  is  only  in  respect  to  crimes  of  the 
most  atrocious  character,  that  a comparison  can  be 
instituted,  with  any  chance  of  obtaining  a fair  re- 
sult; and  that  a direct  comparison  between  the  ta- 
bles of  different  countries,  will  almost  always  be 
open  to  the  hazard  of  running  out  deceptive  paral- 
lels. The  comparison  made  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port on  convictions  between  this  state  and  England, 
were  so  full,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  them. 
At  the  time  that  report  was  made,  the  secretary  of 
state  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  French  tables. 
He  has  since  that  time,  procured  those  for  IS32;  and, 
it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  compare  France  and 
the  state  of  New  York,  in  respect  to  ciiines  of  the 
highest  degree  of  atrocity  against  the  person,  as  the 
comparison  can  now  be  made  on  authentic  data. 

Convictions  for  In  F'a%nfe’  In  ^c^ork’ 

J vi  1832.  m 1838. 

Murder,  337  4 

Do.  attempts  to  commit,  19 

Rape,  121  7 

Do.  assaults  with  intent  to 

commit,  7 

Infanticide,  43 

Total,  561  _ 37 

In  the  total  number  of  convictions  for  murder  in 
France,  cases  of  assassination,  parricide,  and  poi- 
soning are  included;  and  in  the  total  number  in 
this  state,  oases  of  poisoning  and  attempting  to  poi- 
son, and  assaults  with  intent  to  kill  are  included. 
Even  this  comparison  is  not  made  on  exact  terms  of 
equality.  The  Frencli  tables  shows  (he  number  of 
accusations,  and  the  number  of  acquittals  and  con- 
victions; so  that  under  the  head  of  murder,  attempts 
to  kill  will  be  found.  In  like  manner,  assaults,  with 
intent  to  commit  rape,  are  doubtless  placed  under 
the  head  of  rape.  In  our  tables  they  are  separated. 
On  the  other  hand,  under  the  head  of  “biessures  et 
coups,”  in,  the  French  tables,  there  are  30  cases  of 
wounds,  which  resulted  in  the  deatli  of  the  wounded 
persons,  and  73  cases  in  which  they  were  left  in  a 
state  incapacitating  them  for  labor. 

Such  cases,  in  (bis  state,  would  be  tried  in  the 
higher  courts,  and  classed  under  higher  denomina- 


364 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUGUST  3,  1839— AMERICAN  SLAYERS. 


tions  of  crime.  The  population  of  France,  in  1832, 
was,  as  has  been  already  stated  32,561,403  souls. 
Estimating  the  population  of  this  state,  in  1838,  at 
2,200,000;  and  a comparison  of  the  two  countries 
in  respect  to  the  crimes  stated  in  the  above  table, 
will  give  for  France  1 to  every  58,041  inhabitants; 
and  in  this  state  1 to  every  59,459  inhabitants.  Ttie 
proportion  of  these  crimes  for  the  year  1838  in  this 
state  was,  however,  unusually  large;  so  that  the 
comparison  is  between  a very  unfavorable  year  in 
this  state,  with  a year  in  France,  which  does  not  as 
is  believed,  exceed  the  average  of  other  years.  If 
the  comparison  be  between  both  countries  in  1832, 
it  will  give  in  France  1 conviction  to  every  58,041 
inhabitants;  and  in  this  state  1 to  every  125,000. 

It  deserves  to  be  considered,  that  of  the  four  cases 
of  murder  committed  in  this  state  in  the  year  1838, 
two  were  by  negroes,  and  one  by  a Canadian,  who 
had  been  but  a short  period  in  the  state.  In  an  able 
work  of  Mr.  Quetelet,  on  man,  referred  to  in  last 
year’s  report,  the  race  or  origin  of  the  convicted  per 
son  is  deemed  an  essential  ingredient  in  the  statis- 
tics of  crime.  In  a state  like  this,  having  a mixed 
population,  and  attracting  from  its  commercial  im- 
portance large  numbers  of  persons  from  other 
countries,  it  is  of  great  consequence  that  our  ta- 
bles should  show  to  what  extent  crimes  are  com- 
mitted by  those  who  have  recently  become  in- 
habitants of  the  state,  or  w'ho  are  temporarily 
sojourning  in  it.  As  was  stated  in  last  year’s  re- 
port, our  tables  are  exceedingly  defective  in  other 
respects  also.  They  do  not  show  the  ages  of  the 
convicted  persons,  their  habits,  or  the  degree  of  in- 
struction which  they  have  received.  If  the  county 
clerks  were  required  to  furnish  such  information  as 
should  be  called  for  by  the  secretary  of  state,  com- 
plete tables  could  be  prepared  with  but  little  trouble, 
and  with  no  additional  expense,  excepting  that  of 
printing  blanks. 

By  the  table  marked  E,  it  will  be  perceived  that 
the  only  cases,  in  which  sentence  of  death  was  pro- 
nounced, were  the  four  cases  of  murder.  Three  of 
the  persons  convicted  of  this  crime  were  executed  in 
pursuance  of  their  sentence,  and  the  fourth  is  in  the 
state  prison  at  Sing  Sing,  his  sentence  having  been 
commuted  by  the  governor  for  imprisonment  for 
life. 


BRITISH  PARLIAMENT. 

AFFAIRS  OF  CANADA. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  July  4,  the  second 
reading  of  the  Canada  government  bill  being  moved 
by  lord  John  Russell, 

Sir  G.  Sinclair  commented  with  severity  on  the 
vacillating  and  dilatory  course  of  ministers,  and  pro- 
tested against  their  remaining  in  office,  conscious  as 
they  must  be  that  they  had  not  the  confidence  of 
Great  Britain,  or  of  her  dependencies,  and  that  no 
measure  emanating  from  them  could  be  received 
with  respect  or  cordiality. 

Mr.  Hume  regretted  the  determination  of  minis- 
ters not  to  follow  the  recommendations  o(  lord  Dur- 
ham. He  urged  ministers  to  re-establish  local  go- 
vernments, and  let  the  colonists  know  what  ground 
they  were  standing  on. 

Mr.  O’Connell  vindicated  the  couse  of  ministers. 
He  thought  they  did  right  to  pause  and  deliberate 
before  they  adopted  final  proceedings.  He  rejoiced 
to  find  that  they  did  not  intend  to  pledge  the  house 
to  a union  between  the  upper  and  lower  provinces. 
The  materials  for  such  a union  were  most  discor- 
dant, and  such  a union  must  press  unjustly  on  some 
considerable  portion  of  the  people.  Upper  Canada 
would  not  consent  to  such  a union  except  on  terms 
favorable  to  the  interests  of  that  province,  which 
must  be  most  disadvantageous  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  lower  province.  He  had  seen  with  deep  regret 
this  recommendation  of  a union  in  the  otherwise  ad- 
mirable report  of  lord  Durham.  It  would  annihilate 
the  powers  of  the  French  Canadians.  The  French 
Canadians  had  been  described  in  that  report  as 
kind,  benevolent,  charitable,  excellent  persons;  ex- 
emplary in  the  performance  of  their  duties;  free 
irom  vice,  which  was  almost  unknown  among  them, 
and  what  was  the  result  of  this  eulogium?  Why, 
that  it  was  proposed  to  annihilate  them  as  a people. 
No  reason  was  given  for  this. 

If  any  thing  were  done  to  deprive  them  of  their 
fair  share  in  the  franchise,  [cheers],  they  would 
only  increase  the  existing  discontent;  in  fact,  they 
would  be  giving  them  a legitimate  ground  for  dis- 
content, and  instead  of  ending  the  controversies  at 
present  existing  in  the  colony,  it  would  only'  tend  to 
render  them  perpetual.  [Hear,  hear.]  It  was  a 
fact  that  in  the  executive  council  of  Canada  there 
was  not  a single  born  native  of  the  colony.  Every 
one  of  them  had  been  born  in  some  part  of  Great 
Britain.  Ot' the  legislative  council  four  out  of  five 
were  British  subjects.  How  was  it  possible,  then, 
to  conciliate  the  natives  if  they  were  thus  excluded 


from  all  power  and  authority?  It  must  be  produc- 
tive of  jobbing  and  dissatisfaction  in  the  minds  of 
tile  Canadians.  It  appeared  to  him  extremely 
doubtful  whether  it  was  possible  to  conciliate  that 
colony,  but  they  could  never  do  so,  so  long  as  they 
proceeded  upon  the  principle  of  annihilating  the 
French  Canadians,  and  giving  political  superiority 
to  a race  that  bad  no  pretensions  to  it.  He  would 
conclude  by  expressing  his  gratification  that  the  go- 
vernment had  not  pledged  the  house  to  any  bill  of 
the  kind  for  the  present  session.  [Hear], 

Mr.  Charles  Buller  disapproved  of  the  course 
adopted.  He  thought  the  government  should  take 
care  that  no  news  left  England  without  its  being 
known  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  colonies. 

In  his  opinion  it  was  the  most  grievous  thing  that 
could  be  conceived  to  leave  a country  in  perpetual 
doubt  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  for  them.  There 
was  a general  belief  growing  up  in  Canada  that  the 
interests  of  that  colony  were  utterly  neglected,  and 
they  had  a right  to  think  so  when  month  after  month 
and  session  after  session  passed  away  without  any 
thing  being  done.  From  his  knowledge  of  the  co- 
lonies he  could  assure  the  government  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  measure  rested  with  themselves;  if  the 
people  found  that  they  were  prepared  to  carry  out 
the  union  wilh  bona  fides,  all  parties  in  the  colonies 
would  rally  round  them,  for  they  wanted  a good  and 
strong  government.  The  troubles  in  Canada  had 
arisen  because  of  the  uncertainty  in  which  the  peo- 
ple had  been  kept,  as  for  the  last  ten  years  the  poli- 
cy of  all  governments  had  been  vacillating.  He 
fully  believed  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  people, 
that  it  would  be  very  easy  to  carry  out  the  large 
plan  of  union  suggested  and  recommended  by  lord 
Durham,  and  that  with  the  consent  of  the  whole  of 
the  legislatures. 

There  was  one  warning  which  he  wished  to  give 
the  noble  lord.  If  he  meant  not  to  adopt  the  union 
of  the  two  provinces,  let  him  say  so  at  once;  but,  if 
the  noble  lord  wished  to  have  it  adopted,  be  was 
taking  a strange  course  to  get  the  public  feeling  in 
favor  of  it.  In  the  first  place,  the  government  seem- 
ed anxious  that  there  should  be  no  discussion  during 
the  present  session;  and  next,  all  the  information 
they  had  given  the  house  was,  that  objections  ex- 
isted in  Upper  Canada  to  the  union.  The  noble 
lord  had  laid  on  the  table  of  the  house  a report  from 
the  committee  of  assembly  ot  Upper  Canada,  im- 
pugning some  parts  of  lord  Durham’s  report,  and 
also  some  despatches  from  sir  George  Arthur,  com- 
plaining of  other  parts  of  it. 

If  the  noble  lord  was  anxious  that  the  union 
should  be  carried,  he  might  have  given  evidence  in 
favor  of  the  union  as  well  as  against  it.  [Hear, 
hear].  The  noble  lord  had  given  no  information  as 
to  the  mode  in  which  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
assembly  was  adopted — that  it  was  kept  back  till  the 
last  day  of  the  session — that  the  session  was  to  have 
been  prorogued  upon  the  Thursday,  and  was  kept 
sitting  till  the  Saturday — and  that  when  one-third  of 
the  reforming  members  had  gone  home,  this  report 
was  carried,  and  the  clergy  reserve  bill  proposed  and 
carried  bj’  one  vote.  Since  the  report  arrived  here, 
there  had  been  two  elections  in  Canada,  and  those 
candidates  who  were  in  favor  of  lord  Durham’s  re- 
port for  the  union  carried  their  elections  by  a very 
large  majority. 

There  was  one  thing  in  the  despatches  of  sir  G. 
Arthur  which  especially  ought  to  have  made  the 
government  very  cautious  in  laying  them  upon  the 
table.  Sir  G.  Arthur  had  referred  to  what  he  con- 
sidered the  unfavorable  opinion  which  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  lord  Durham  as  to  the  execution  of  two 
individuals.  Now,  if  the  government  had  looked 
to  the  report  of  lord  Durham,  there  was  nothing  in 
it  at  all  justifying  the  reference  of  sir  G.  Arthur; 
for  ail  that  lord  Durham  had  said  was,  that  the  exe- 
cution of  these  men  had  increased  the  irritation  of 
the  public  mind, and,  certainly,  banging  people  was 
not  likely  to  produce  conciliation.  Most  of  the 
facts  stated  by  sir  G.  Arthur,  were  utterly  and  mon- 
strously untrue. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  mean  to  say  any  thing  per- 
sonally offensive,  because  he  did  not  think  that  sir 
G.  Arthur  stated  these  facts  knowing  them  to  be 
false,  but  be  should  have  inquired,  and  then  lie 
would  have  been  convinced  that  they  were  not  true; 
and  he  was  guilty  of  great  carelessness  in  having 
without  inquiry,  stated  such  things.  One  circum- 
stance he  (Mr.  B.)  would  relate  to  the  house.  Sir 
G.  Arthur  had  accused  lord  Durham  of  incorrectly 
stating  the  number  of  signatures  to  petitions  in  fa- 
vor of  the  two  individuals  referred  to  as  30,000, 
allowing  them  to  be  only  5,000.  Now,  a gentleman 
from  Upper  Canada  had  called  upon  him  (Mr.  B.) 
and  informed  him  that  he  had  presented  sir  G.  Ar- 
thur with  one  petition  alone,  the  signatures  of  which 
were  more  numerous  than  all  those  which  he  had 
acknowledged.  What  credit,  therefore,  could  be 
attached  to  his  statements. 


Mr.  Leader  protested  against  the  union  of  the 
provinces,  or  any  plan  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  crushing  or  annihilating  the  French  Canadians, 
or  of  compelling  them  to  sacrifice  their  feelings 
their  laws,  their  language,  or  their  religion. 

Lord  John  Russell  was  of  opinion  that  a union 
between  the  provinces  was  the  principle  on  which 
the  affairs  ought  to  be  finally  settled.  In  the  mean 
while  they  ought  to  furnish  the  temporary  govern- 
ment with  the  pow’er  of  encouraging  public  under- 
takings, and  also  securing  emigration. 

After  some  further  remarks,  the  bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  the 

nth. 


AMERICAN  SLAVERS. 

From  the  Commercial  Advertiser. 

We  have  a volume  of  official  documents,  printed 
by  order  of  the  British  parliament,  and  containing, 
in  part,  the  correspondence  of  the  British  govern- 
ment and  its  diplomatic  and  other  officers,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  slave  trade — including,  also,  portions 
of  correspondence  with  other  governments — be- 
tween the  2d  of  February  and  the  3rd  of  May  of 
the  present  year.  A portion  of  the  volume  is  de- 
voted to  the  United  States,  and  of  this  we  lay  be- 
fore our  readers  an  abstract: 

The  first  letter  is  from  lord  Palmerston  to  Mr. 
Fox,  enclosing  one  from  commander  ICellett,  ol  H. 
B.  M.  brig  Brisk,  to  rear-admiral  Elliott,  informing 
him  that  in  July,  1838,  he  had  boarded  the  schoon- 
er Mary  Hopper,  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  under  the  American  flag,  but  having  on 
board  nine  passengers,  Spaniards  and  Portuguese, 
with  a Spaniard  as  supercargo,  and  consigned  to  a 
notorious  slave  trader  at  the  Gallinas.  Comman- 
der ICellett  had  no  doubt  that  the  brig  had  Portuguese 
papers,  but,  as  she  was  under  the  American  flag,  he 
did  not  feel  justified  in  making  search  for  them. 

Next  follows  a despatch  from  lord  Palmerston  to 
Mr.  Fox,  enclosing  a report  from  H.  B.  majesty’s 
commissioners  at  Havanna,  by  which  it  appears  that 
no  less  than  19  American  vessels  were  engaged,  in 
the  year  1838,  in  carrying  on  the  Cuba  slave  trade. 

Then  a despatch  trom  lord  Palmerston  to  Mr. 
Fox,  dated  March  22,  1S39,  including  papers  re- 
ceived at  the  admiralty,  showing  that  the  American 
consul  at  Havana  (Mr.  Trist)  had  affixed  his  name 
to  the  papers  of  vessels  about  to  be  employed  in  the 
slave  trade,  and  had  also  signed  blank  forms,  to  be 
filled  up  at  pleasure  by  the  persons  in  command  of 
those  vessels. 

The  papers  referred  to  are — 

1.  A despatch  from  rear  admiral  Elliott,  com- 
mander-in-chief ori  the  African  station,  to  tiie  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty. 

2.  A letter  from  commander  Kellett  to  rear  admi- 
ral Elliott,  dated  Sierra  Leone,  August  8,  1838, 
stating  that  he  had  boarded  the  Portuguese  schoon- 
er Senhora  de  Bon  Viagem,  from  Havana,  and  found 
her  papers  signed  by  the  American  consul  at  Hava- 
na, with  the  reason  assigned  therefor,  that  there  was 
no  Portuguese  consul  at  that  port. 

3.  A list  of  vessels  engaged  in  (he  slave  trade, 
which  had  been  searched  and  detained  by  British 
vessels  on  the  African  station,  between  October  1st 
and  December  31st,  1838.  Among  these  vessels 
was  the  schooner  Constitucao,  under  Portuguese 
colors,  from  Havana,  with  papers  signed  by  Mr. 
Trist,  and  also  blank  papers  signed  by  him,  to  be 
filled  up  as  occasion  might  require.  She  had  no 
slaves  on  board,  but  slave  irons,  plank  for  slave  deck, 
large  coppers,  and  olher  slaving  equipments. 

Then  comes  a letter  from  lord  Palmerston  to  Mr. 
Fox,  with  enclosures,  the  principal  of  which  are: 

1.  A letter  from  lieut.com.  Birch,  ot  H.  B.  M. 
brig  Wizard,  dated  off  Bahia,  12th  November,  1838, 
to  commodore  Sullivan,  slating  that  on  the  16th  of 
September  he  had  boarded  the  schooner  Eagle,  of 
Baltimore,  under  American  colors  and  papers. 
Lieut.  Birch,  therefore,  did  not  think  himself  justi- 
fied in  seaching  her,  although  it  was  alledged  that 
she  had  landed  slaves  to  the  northward  of  Bahia. 
On  the  19th  of  October  following,  she  sailed  for 
Africa. 

2.  Another  letter  from  lieut.  com.  Birch  to  com- 
modore Sullivan,  dated  as  the  former,  stating  that 
the  American  brig  Dido,  of  Ballimore,  Phillips  mas- 
ter, left  Havana  in  March,  1837,  wilh  a general 
slave  cargo;  touched  at  Port  au  Prince  and  Bona- 
vista,  where  the  usual  sham  sale  to  a Portuguese 
was  effected,  and  Portuguese  papers  were  obtained; 
thence  proceeded  to  the  Bight  of  Benin,  and  took 
on  board  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  slaves,  with 
which  she  sailed  for  Bahia.  On  nearing  that  port, 
it  was  seen  that  H.  B.  M.  sloop  ot  war  Sparrow- 
hawk  was  lying  there,  upon  which  the  Dido  hauled 
off,  hoisting  American  colors.  The  same  evening, 
the  slaves  were  landed,  the  brig  put  to  rights,  and 
the  next  day  she  came  into  the  harbor  or  Bahia, 
under  American  colors.  There  w'as  a Portuguese, 
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named  Manuel,  on  board,  who  figured  as  supercar- 
go when  the  brig  was  under  American  colors,  and 
as  master  when  under  Portuguese;  Phillips,  the  Ame- 
rican master,  then  representing  himself  as  super- 
cargo. The  Dido  was  under  Portuguese  colors  on 
the  coast  of  Africa — under  American  at  Bahia.  She 
sailed  again  for  the  coast  of  Africa  on  the  27th  ol 
July.  One  of  her  crew,  James  Fox,  subsequently 
entered  on  board  the  Wizard,  and  declared  bis  readi- 
ness to  make  oath  to  the  facts  above  stated.  He 
had  seventy-five  dollars  a month  as  wages,  and  one 
hundred  dollars  bounty  when  the  slaves  were  landed. 

3.  Another  letter  Irom  lieut.  com.  Birch  to  com- 
modore Sullivan,  dated  on  board  the  Wizard,  off 
Bahia,  December  20,  1S3S,  stating  that  on  the  10th 
he  boarded  the  schooner  Mary  Lushing,  of  Balti- 
more, Reynolds  master,  under  American  colors, 
with  a Spanish  and  Portuguese  crew,  from  the  coast 
of  Africa,  bound  for  Bahia.  It  was  well  known  at 
Bahia  that  she  had  been  sold  at  Havana  for  the  slave 
trade,  retaining  her  American  papers  and  master. 
She  had  been  to  the  coast  of  Africa  for  slaves,  but 
was  theie  so  closely  watciied  by  one  of  the  British 
cruisers  that,  after  a stay  of  some  weeks,  tile  at- 
tempt to  get  slaves  on  board  was  given  up,  and  she 
sailed  for  Bahia  in  ballast.  She  was  shortly  to  sail 
again  for  Africa. 

The  master  observed  to  the  boarding  officer  that, 
if  there  had  been  slaves  on  board,  he  would  not 
have  seen  the  American  colors  up. 

Then  follow  two  letters  from  lord  Palmerston  to 
Mr.  Fox,  instructing  him  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  United  Slates  government  to  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Trist,  in  officiating  as  Portuguese  consul  at  Havana, 
and  to  urge  the  necessity  either  of  entering  into 
some  convention  by  which  British  cruisers  should 
be  enabled  to  capture  slaving  vessels  under  the 
American  flag,  or  of  stationing  American  vessels  of 
war  on  the  coast  of  Africa  for  the  suppression  of 
the  slave  trade  under  that  flag. 

Next  comes  a letter  from  sir  John  Barrow,  en- 
closing six  others. 

1st.  From  lieut.  Reeve,  of  H.  B.  M.  sloop  of  war 
Lily,  announcing  the  capture  of  the  American  brig 
Eagle,  sailing  under  American  colors,  but  with  a 
Spanish  crew,  and  her  release  by  the  court  at  Sier- 
ra Leone,  because  her  papers  were  American.  When 
captured  she  was  last  from  Havana,  and  was  believ- 
ed to  be  the  same  vessel  formerly  reported  to  the 
admit ality  under  the  name  of  the  'l'res  Amigos,  un- 
der Portuguese  colors,  and  employed  in  the  slave 
trade.  She  was  sold  at  Havana,  and  Mr.  Trist  at- 
tested the  sale,  and  granted  American  papers.  Three 
other  vessels  had  been  captured  and  released,  under 
like  circumstances,  one  of  which  was  subsequently 
recaptured  with  slaves  on  board.  Lieut.  Reeve 
concludes  his  letter  by  saying — “no  other  flag  but 
the  American  will  be  seen  on  the  coast  in  a shot 
time,  for  it  affords  all  the  protection  a slaver  re- 
quires under  the  existing  laws.” 

2d.  From  rear  admiral  Elliott  to  Mr.  Wood;  from 
which  the  following  are  extracts: 

“Several  ot  the  slave  dealers  have  declared  their 
intention  to  have  an  American  sailing  master  in  each 
vessel,  and  American  colors;  and  some  have  had  the 
impudence  to  assert  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  would  not  discountenance  such  prac- 
tices by  any  act  or  agreement  which  could  prevent 
such  gross  abuse  of  the  American  flag.” 

“The  probable  object  of  using  the  American  flag 
will  be  to  protect  the  vessels  up  to  the  time  of  the 
cargo  being  ready  for  shipment,  then  to  go  through 
the  farce  of  selling  the  vessels  to  the  Portugtise  or 
Spaniard  But  in  case  of  capture  with  slaves  on 
board,  under  the  American  flag,  I should  beg  to 
know  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  man  passing  for 
the  American  captain.” 

“The  actual  sale  of  nearly  all  the  slave  vessels  in 
question  takes  place  at  Havana,  where  one  man  is 
engaged  to  personify  an  American  captain;  but  they 
seem  very  indifferent  as  to  having  any  pretended 
American  papers.  The  mere  flag,  in  their  opinion, 
is  sufficient,  and  as  they  are  also  provided  with  pro- 
per national  flags,  they  are  prepared  in  case  of 
meeting  with  an  American  vessel  of  war.” 

3d.  A letter  Irom  lieut.  K-llett  to  rear-admiral 
Elliott,  dated  on  board  H.  B.  M.  brig  Biisk,  Sierra 
Leone,  October  29,  1833,  announcing  the  capture 
of  the  schooner  Mary  Ann  Cassard,  under  Ameri- 
can colors.  She  belonged  to  Gilbert  Cassard,  of 
Baltimore,  and  had  been  sold  at  Matanzas.  She  had 
no  American  papers  but  the  roll,  which  was  signed 
by  the  United  States  consul  at  Matanzas.  The  crew 
consisted  of  Spaniards;  the  master  was  an  English- 
man but  called  himself  an  American. 

4th.  From  lieut.  Kellett  to  the  same,  calling  at- 
tention to  the  case  of  the  American  schooner,  Mary 
Hopper,  above  stated.  She  had  Portuguese  and 
American  papers — the  latter  to  be  used  if  overhaul- 
ed by  a British,  the  former  if  by  an  American  vessel 
of  war. 


4.  From  captain  Popham,  of  the  sloop  of  war 
Pelican,  mentioning  the  case  of  the  ship  Venus  ol 
Baltimore,  an  exceedingly  fast  sailer,  which  arrived 
at  Lagos  from  Boston,  on  the  5th  of  November, 
1838,  took  in  a large  cargo  of  slaves,  said  so  amount 
to  1,150,  being  protected  by  the  American  flag  and 
papers  while  taking  the  slaves  on  board,  and  hoist- 
ing the  Portuguese  flag  when  she  sailed.  The  Peli- 
can chased,  but  could  not  overtake  her. 

At  Lagos  the  Pelican  boarded  a large  American 
brigantine,  discharging  a cargo  for  the  purchase  of 
slaves. 

Subsequently  the  Pelican  boarded  a Portuguese 
slave  schooner,  on  board  which  was  an  American 
named  Huntington,  who  had  sold  the  American 
schooner  Ontario  to  a Spaniard  at  Brass,  and  was 
going  home.  The  Ontario  was  protected  by  the 
American  flag,  but  was  subsequently  captured  by 
the  Pelican,  being  then  under  Spanish  colors,  with 
220  slaves  on  board.  She  had  no  papers.  The  let- 
ter concludes  as  follows: 

“It  has  been  stated  by  Spaniards  and  Portuguese 
slaving  on  this  coast,  that,  were  it  not  for  the  active 
co-operation  of  the  Americans,  the  slave  trade  would 
materially  decline.  I do  not  doubt,  from  all  I hear, 
that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  (generally  of 
Baltimore)  are  more  deeply  interested  in  the  slave 
trade  to  Havana  and  Brazil  than  is  generally  sup- 
posed.” 

5.  Extractof  a letter  from  rear-admiral  Elliott  to 
Mr.  Wood,  dated  February  13,  1839: 

“Of  American  flags  used  for  this  purpose,  there 
are  more  than  twice  as  many  at  present  on  the  coast; 
and  in  so  bare-faced  a manner  do  they  proceed,  that 
some  have  not  even  one  American  to  personify  the 
captain,  but  satisfy  themselves  with  furnishing  one 
of  the  crew  with  a certificate  of  naturalization  for 
the  occasion.  If  her  majesty’s  ships  were  at  liberty 
to  send  some  of  these  pretended  Americans  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  government  of  that  country 
were  to  uphold  the  honor  of  their  flag,  by  subject- 
ing such  lawless  felons  to  prosecution  and  punish- 
ment, it  would  soon  put  an  end  to  the  nefarious 
usurpations  of  their  flag  by  the  most  notorious  slave 
dealers  belonging  to  Spain  and  Portugal.” 

6.  Letter  from  lieut.  Holl  to  rear-admiral  Elliott, 
stating  that  on  the  23d  day  of  January,  1839,  he 
boarded  a fast  new  Baltimore  schooner,  in  ballast, 
evidently  intended  for  the  slave  trade.  Crew  Spa- 
nish, the  captain  a Frenchman,  naturalized  a citizen 
of  the  United  States.  American  papers. 

RECEPTION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

From  the  New  York  Evening  Post. 

THE  PRESIDENT  AT  HOME. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  received  on  .Friday,  at  the 
city  of  Hudson  by  his  fellow  citizens  of  Columbia 
county  with  the  warmest  and  most  gratifying  tokens 
of  personal  and  public  regard.  With  the  respect 
which  was  felt  towaids  him  as  the  firm  and  daunt- 
less supporter  of  democratic  principles,  in  times 
which  put  his  consistency  to  the  severest  test,  was 
blended  the  attachment  of  old  neighborhood,  the 
feeling  of  personal  friendship,  and  the  kindly  recol- 
lection of  his  private  virtues.  The  discourtesy  of 
the  municipal  authorities  of  Hudson,  who,  not  satis- 
fied with  declining  to  offer  him  the  usual  invitation 
to  visit  their  city,  adopted  an  offensive  preamble  and 
resolution,  which  were  promulgated,  with  a view  of 
lessening  the  cordiality  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren’s  recep- 
tion in  his  native  county,  had  a different  effect  from 
what  was  intended.  An  immense  concourse  of 
people,  inhabitants  of  Hudson  and  other  parts  of  the 
country,  assembled  to  greet  his  arrival — the  toils  of 
husbandry,  even  at  this  season  of  great  agricultural 
activity,  were  intermitted,  and  the  streets  of  Hud- 
son were  thronged  as  they  were  never  thronged  be- 
fore. The  New  Era  of  this!  morning  contains  an 
account  of  the  proceedings,  by  an  eye  witness,  from 
which  we  extract  the  following: 

“About  one  o’clock,  the  ‘Albany  republican  artil- 
lery’ accompanied  by  about  an  hundred  citizens,  ar- 
rived, and  at  the  same  time,  the  roar  of  the  artillery 
announced  that  the  president  and  his  escort  had  ar- 
rived. Soon  the  procession  approached.  First 
came  col.  Darling,  chief  marshal,  and  his  aids;  then 
his  mounted  escort,  consisting  of  about  200  young 
men,  with  blue  and  white  scarfs;  the  Albany  repub- 
lican artillery  next,  then  the  president  in  a barouche, 
accompanied  by  Messrs.  Wiswall,  Anable  and 
Wescot  of  the  committee  of  arrangements;  the 
committee  of  arrangements  in  carriages — a large 
concourse  of  citizens  on  foot,  and  then  an  array  of 
carnages  and  wagons  which  seemed  interminable, 
as  it  wound  down  the  hill  which  overlooks  the  city. 
The  appearance  wms  truly  imposing  and  grand,  and 
far,  very  far,  exceeded  any  thing  which  we  could 
expect. 

The  main  street  of  the  city  extends  back  from  the 
river  more  than  a mile  in  a straight  line.  The  pro- 


cession, in  compact  order,  extended  nearly  the  whoio 
distance.  Lafayette’s  reception  is  remembered  by 
the  citizens  of  Hudson  as  a parade  exceeding  any 
thing  which  had  ever  been  witnessed  there,  and  we 
heard  many  persons  assert  that  the  procession  on 
this  occasion  exceeded  the  former  in  length  and 
number  of  persons. 

The  procession  moved  the  whole  distance  of  the 
city  and  returned  up  to  the  court  house,  where  the 
president  was  received  by  Rufus  Reed,  esq.  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  who 
addressed  him  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  In  behalf  of  the  citizens  of 
Hudson.  I bid  you  a most  cordial  welcome  to  our 
city  and  county.  The  deep  and  thrilling  interest 
which  your  presence  excites,  cannot  be  well  and 
adequately  described,  except  by  referring  to  the 
cheerful  and  happy  countenances  which  throng 
around  this  hall  and  park,  all  anxious  to  express  their 
profound  respect  for  the  chief  magistrate  of  a great 
and  happy  nation  of  freemen.  Other  cities  and  vil- 
lages through  which  you  have  passed  in  your  jour- 
ney hither,  have  assemble  to  pay  the  homage  due  to 
your  private  virtue  and  eminent  public  service;  but 
we,  sir,  are  moved  not  by  these  considerations  alone . 
We  are  impelled  also  by  personal  esteem  and  re- 
spect arising  from  many  years  of  intimate  and  friend- 
ly intercourse  in  your  early  life.  This  county  claims 
the  honor  of  vour  nativity,  and  the  city  of  Hudson 
ranked  you  for  many  years  among  her  eminent  and 
highly  respected  citizens.  This  was  the  scene  of 
vour  early,  and  I trust  I may  be  permitted  to  add, 
brilliant  professional  career.  Among  those  here  as- 
sembled, you  will  recognize  many,  very  many',  of 
your  eaily  friends  and  companions,  who,  with  their 
sons  too,  have  come  to  express  to  you  feelings  flow- 
ing from  warm  and  generous  hearts,  and  to  congratu- 
late you  on  your  first  visit  to  your  native  county 
since  your  election  to  the  presidency.” 

To  which  the  president  replied: 

“I  beg  of  you,  sir,  and  of  my  fellow  citizens  who 
are  here  assembled,  to  accept  iny  heartfelt  acknow- 
ledgments lor  the  very  affectionate  manner  in  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  welcome  this,  my  first 
visit  to  my  native  county,  since  my  election  as  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States. 

“The  topics  to  which  you  have  adverted  are  of  an 
absorbing  nature.  They  indicate  the  working  of 
just  and  generous  minds,  and  it  requires  but  lew 
wmrds  to  make  them  understood.  I dare  not  trust 
myself,  sir,  to  describe  the  feelings  they  have  excit- 
ed in  my  own  breast,  farther  than  to  say  that  they 
are  cordially,  deeply,  and  sincerely  responsive  to 
those  which  you  have  so  kindly  and  eloquently  ex- 
pressed. Let  me  add,  that  it  is  to  me  a source  of 
much  pleasure  to  meet  so  many  of  the  associates  of 
my  youth,  and  of  my  maturer  years,  under  circum- 
stances so  truly  flattering — a pleasure  which  is  with- 
out alloy,  save  only  the  regret  experienced  from  be- 
ing reminded  of  the  loss  of  many  ancient  and  high- 
ly valued  friends,  by  the  appearance  of  their  de- 
scendants here,  to  do  me  honor.  I am  happy  in 
finding  myself  onGe  more  in  the  midst  of  those  with 
whom  iny  career  in  life  commenced,  and  among 
whom  I may  be  permitted  to  close  it.  In  revisiting 
a city  where  some  of  my  happiest  years  were  spent, 
and  which  is  associated  with  so  many  gratifying  re- 
collections, I resolve  in  mixing  familiarly  with  a 
community  for  whose  prosperity  and  happiness  I 
cherish  a solicitude  which  neither  time  nor  circum- 
stances can  efface.” 

The  thousands  who  had  assembled  in  the  square 
were  then  introduced  to  the  president,  after  which 
he  was  escorted  to  his  quarters  prepared  for  him  ar 
the  Hudson  house.  In  the  evening  this  elegant  and 
commodious  hotel  was  illuminated,  and  all  the  youth 
and  beauty  of  Hudson  called  and  were  introduced 
to  the  president. — Their  enthusiasm  towards  the 
distinguished  companion  of  their  fathers,  was  becom- 
ing and  cordial,  and  the  women  of  that  pleasant  and 
enthusiastic  place  seemed  determined  that  nothing 
on  their  part  should  be  wanting  to  ledeem  the  hos 
pitality  of  the  city.  For  several  hours  his  rooms 
were  crowded  with  anxious  and  delighted  visitors. 
It  was  a complete  turn  out  of  the  people  of  old  Co- 
lumbia. All  the  old  patriarchs  of  the  democratic 
parly  were  there.  Among  them,  we  noticed  many 
who  commenced  their  adherence  to  the  democratic 
principles  in  the  days  of  Jefferson.  It  was  a proud 
day  lor  the  president. — The  companions  of  his  youth 
had  not  forgotten  him  or  the  honor  of  their  country, 
and  he  here  saw  how  impotent  are  the  machina- 
tions of  mere  political  mercenaries  to  repress  the 
ardor  and  affections  of  the  people  towards  a man 
they  have  voluntarily  elevated  to  the  Lightest  office 
known  to  the  governments  of  the  world. 

It  was  gratifying,  too,  to  perceive  that,  maugre 
the  dibits  of  the  federal  leaders,  very  many  of  the 
‘whigs’  of  the  county  united  in  paying  suitable  re- 
pect  to  the  president.  We  heaid  many  of  them 
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condemn  the  conduct  of  the  common  council,  and 
assert  that  they  had  left  their  harvest  fields  at  a 
at  a most  important  period,  to  show  their  disappro- 
bation of  such  proceedings.” 

At  Kindei hook,  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  birth  place, 
where  he  arrived  on  Saturday,  accompanied  by  the 
Hudson  committee  of  arrangements,  the  population, 
accoiding  to  the  same  account,  turned  out  en  masse, 
and  the  welcome  was  as  enthusiastic  and  cordial  as 
it  was  possible  to  imagine. 

From  the  New  York  Era. 

THE  PRESIDENT  AT  HUDSON, 

We  give  to-day  an  account  of  the  cordial  reception  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  in  his  native  county.  It  was  indeed, 
a glorious  occasion,  gratifying  and  honorable  to  him 
and  his  friends,  while  it  was  a mortifying  rebuke 
and  disgrace  to  his  enemies.  The  common  council 
of  Hudson  have  been  in  this  matter  mere  tools  in 
the  hands  of  more  designing  men,  who  aimed  to  in- 
sult the  president  in  his  own  county,  and  in  this 
they  were  aided  from  abroad.  Their  resolutions 
have  been  and  are  r.ow  placarded  in  large  handbills, 
posted  in  different  parts  of  this  city,  with  a heading 
of  “glorious  whig  victory!  Make  way  for  Colum- 
bia! Mr.  Van  Buren  at  home.”  The  “whig”  pa- 
pers here  and  at  Albany,  have  exulted  over  this  evi- 
dence of  what  they  call  “patriotism.”  The  “wliigs” 
in  Hudson  sent  circulars  throughout  the  coun- 
ty, urging  their  friends  to  remain  at  home. 
And  notwithstanding  all  their  efforts,  his  reception 
“at  home”  was  enthusiastic  beyond  comparison. 
The  concourse  of  the  people  and  the  length  of  the 
procession  were  unparalleled  in  that  city.  Men  of 
all  parties  joined  in  doing  him  honor,  and  they  who 
aimed  at  his  disgrace  were  denounced  by  their  own 
friends,  and  covered  with  shame  by  the  assembled 
yeomanry  of  the  county  of  his  birth. 

Hail  Columbia! — the  president’s  reception  at  home. 

The  great  pains  which  have  been  taken  to  mar 
the  president’s  reception  in  his  own  county — the 
extraordinary  course  pursued  by  the  “authorities” 
of  the  capital  of  the  county — and  the  praises  which 
the  federal  wh:g  press  have  so  liberally  bestowed 
upon  that  course,  created  in  us  some  anxiety  to  wit- 
ness his  reception  at  Hudson,  so  that  we  might  bear 
true  witness.  We  therefore  visited  that  place  on 
Friday  last,  and  witnessed  his  reception  both  there 
and  at  Ivinderhook. 

It  was  apparent,  from  many  things  which  we 
witnessed  at  Hudson,  as  well  as  here,  before  and 
since  our  visit,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  common 
council  had  been  suggested  from  abroad,  and  that  its 
members  had  been  mere  tools  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  designed  to  disgrace  the  president  in  his  na- 
tive county.  We  were  therefore  the  more  pleased 
at  a reception  which  was  as  gratifying  as  it  was  un- 
expected; which  exceeded  our  warmest  hopes,  and 
which  inflicted  upon  the  actors  in  the  attempted 
disgrace,  rebuke  as  severe  as  it  was  merited.  The 
reception  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  at  our  city  was  great, 
but  that  at  Hudson,  considering  the  difference  in 
population  of  the  two  places,  far  surpassed.  It  was 
not  a parade  of  the  military,  but  an  assemblage  of 
the  people — a demonstration  of  the  democracy. 

It  was  not  a reception  by  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  Hudson  alone,  but  by  the  democracy  of 
the  whole  county,  who  left  their  fields  in  the  midst 
of  their  harvest,  and  hastened  to  honor  the  nian 
whose  value  and  merit  they  well  appreciated,  and  to 
vindicate  the  honor  of  their  county — to  erase  the 
stain  it  had  received  at  the  hands  of  a few  intoler- 
ant and  short-sighted  men: 

“From  her  mountains  and  her  plains  in  troops  they 
came.” 

The  hardy  yeomanry — the  unpurchasable  sons  of 
toil,  the  patriarchs  of  the  party — the  companions  of 
his  youth,  all  were  there,  and  welcomed  him,  not 
with  the  slight  and  formal  shake  of  the  hand,  but 
with  (he  cordial  and  lengthened  grasp,  and  the  plea- 
sure-beaming  countenance.  The  thousand  anec- 
dotes of  his  boyhood’s  home,  of  which  the  people 
were  constantly  reminding  him,  gave  an  increased 
and  absorbing  interest  to  his  reception.  Old  sol- 
diers of  the  revolution,  too  feeble  to  join  in  the  pro- 
cession, yet  came  miles  to  see  him,  and  seated  by 
the  way  side,  added  their  shouts  of  welcome.  “I 
have,”  said  one,  “voted  the  democratic. ticket  for  40 
years,  and  I want  to  live  to  give  him  one  more  vote.” 
“Thirty  years  ago!”  exclaimed  another,  “he  and  I 
fought  side  by  side  against  the  federalists,  and  I will 
never  desert  him.”  “He  was  a plain  farmer’s  boy 
when  I first  knew  him,”  cried  a third,  “and  now, 
boys,  see  what  honesty  and  industry  can  make  you.” 
Such  was  the  leeling  of  the  old  and  the  young,  and 
he  may  well  be  proud  of  his  reception  in  his  native 
county. 

The  day  was  fair,  but  excessively  warm.  At 
eleven  o’clock,  a mounted  escort  of  young  men  as- 
sembled in  front  of  Staat’s  National  hotel,  and  with 


I the  committee  of  arrangements,  proceeded  to  Green- 
port,  a distance  of  four  miles,  to  escort  him  to  the 
city.  The  streets  now  began  to  assume  a most  ani- 
mated appearance.  Wagons  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  were  continually  arriving,  laden  with  inde- 
pendent citizens.  The  windows  were  crowded 
with  females,  and  the  streets  filled  with  the  expect- 
ing multitude. 

Incidents  at  Hudson.  We  were  walking  along  the 
main  street,  when  we  were  introduced  to  an  old  sol- 
dier of  the  revolution,  who  was  sitting  by  the  way 
side  in  the  shade.  He  told  us  that  he  was  nearly  90 
years  old,  that  he  could  not  walk  much,  but  had 
crawled  out  to  see  a democratic  president.  More 
than  30  years  ago  he  gave  me  my  ticket  at  an  elec- 
tion, and  we  have  always  voted  together  since.  Af- 
ter the  procession  had  gone  by,  as  we  passed  the  old 
man,  he  stopped  us,  and  with  a hearty  shake  of  the 
hand,  a moistened  eye  and  a trembling  voice  he  said, 
“he  saw  me — he  knew  me — he  nodded  to  me,  and 
only  let  me  live  to  see  him  president  once  more, 
and  then  I shall  be  ready  to  die.” 

A “whig,”  who  had  been  for  years  an  active  and 
servicable  man  lor  his  party,  but  who  was  disgusted 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  common  council,  called 
to  see  the  president.  As  he  left  him,  he  exclaimed 
in  a loud  voice,  “if  I ever  vote  against  him  again, 
may  my  right  hand  drop  off.” 

An  old  fellow,  who  was  standing  in  the  shade,  to 
see  the  procession  pass,  and  who  seemed  to  be  get- 
ting tired,  cried  out,  “Is  there  no  end  to  it?  There 
have  as  many  passed  already  as  we  had  at  Bunker 
hill.” 

A gentleman  of  great  respectability,  called  among 
others  to  see  the  president,  and  their  interview  was 
truly  affecting.  “I  am  an  old  man,”  said  the  gen- 
tleman; “I  have  passed  four  score  years— I am  very 
infirm  but  I have  not  yet  forgotten,  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
the  kindness  you  did  me  on  such  an  occasion,”  nam- 
ing it.  The  president  begged  him  not  to  speak  of 
what  was  a mere  trifle.  “It  was  not  a trifle  to  me 
sir.  It  saved  me,  when  you  ran  a great  hazzard, 
and  could  gain  nothing.  I cannot  forget  it.  I can- 
not expect  to  live  long,  but  I hope  to  have  yet  one 
more  chance  of  showing  my  gratitude.” 

We  overheard  a “whig”  say,  “what  cursed  fools 
our  folks  are!  Here  they  have  tried  to  disgrace  the 
president,  and  the  whole  county  has  turned  out  to 
honor  him!  Just  so  they  always  act.  They  have 
always  been  helping  him  along.  I don’t  believe  in 
such  a way  of  doing  things.” 

The  ladies  in  Hudson  seemed  determined  to  re- 
deem their  city  from  the  stain  of  inhospitality. 
They  filled  the  windows  as  the  president  passed 
along,  and  in  the  evening  they  crowded  to  see  him. 
His  drawing  room  at  Washington  never  was  more 
crowded.  The  wives  and  daughters  of  federalists 
came  as  ready  as  any.  The  wife  of  one  of  the  func- 
tionaries, who  desired  to  prohibit  any  honor  to  the 
president,  took  pains  to  send  one  of  his  clerks  to 
join  in  the  procession.  One  lady  sent  him  a beauti- 
ful bouquet,  and  the  boy  who  carried  it  said  that  he 
was  forbidden  to  tell  who  sent  it;  and  it  was  a late 
hour  before  these  marks  of  respect  ceased. 

The  president  was  reminded  by  an  old  genlleman 
who  came  more  than  twenty  miles  to  see  him,  of 
his  having  successfully  defended  one  of  his  sons 
from  some  unjust  combination.  “Poor  Joseph,” 
said  the  old  man,  “is  gone,  but  I and  my  two  other 
sons  yet  live  to  show  our  gratitude,  and  we  are  all 
here.” 

A man  wretchedly  maimed,  was  presented  to  the 
president,  as  one  who  had  held  fast  to  his  political 
faith,  amid  misfortunes  and  distress,  and  poverty 
and  temptation.  “Such  men,”  was  the  reply,  “are 
the  safety  of  the  country.”  [Ar.  Y.  Era. 

Correspondence  of  the  Argus. 

THE  PRESIDENT  AT  KINDER  HO OIC. 

Kinderhook,  July  20,  1839. 

I have  witnessed  to-day  one  of  the  most  anima- 
ting and  gratifying  sights  I have  ever  beheld.  It 
was  the  reception  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  by  the  citizens 
of  this  and  the  adjoining  towns,  in  this  his  native 
place. 

To  the  president,  the  cordial  welcome  of  his  old 
associates,  his  friends,  and  many  of  them  his  former 
townsmen,  who  have  seen  and  marked  his  course 
almost  from  infancy  until  this  time,  upon  his  first 
visit  among  them  since  his  accession  to  the  chief 
magistracy  of  this  country,  must  have  been  as  gra- 
tifying, as  it  was  irrepressible  and  almost  over- 
whelmed. The  good  feeling  that  pervaded  the 
community,  the  eagerness  with  which  preparations 
were  made  for  his  reception  upon  a short  notice,  and 
the  enthusiasm  which  marked  the  reception,  stand 
out  in  bold  characters,  and  not  only  proclaim  the 
strong  confidence  we  have  in  the  integrity  and  ta- 
lent, but  in  the  correctness  with  which  he  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  chief  magistrate,  and  his  fit- 
ness to  contend  with  such  difficulties  in  future  as 


may  present  themselves  in  the  course  of  his  admi- 
nistration. And  who,  more  competent  to  form  an 
opinion  of  both  the  man  and  the  statesman,  than 
those  who  have  been  the  most  familiar  with  him, 
and  have  marked  his  capacity  and  virtue  from  early 
life?  Surely,  with  such  advantages,  they  of  all 
men  should  be  the  best  enabled  to  decide  correctly; 
and  of  that  decision  they  have  this  day  given  public 
evidence,  by  the  more  than  cordial  welcome  with 
which  they  have  signilized  his  arrival  among  us. 

The  time  when  this  would  occur  was  not  known 
until  the  previous  afternoon.  Some  few  prepara- 
tions had  however;  been  made,  at  a preliminary 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants — such  as  the  appoint- 
ment of  committees  to  act  whenever  it  might  take 
place.  It  having  been  intimated  on  Friday,  that  the 
president  would  meet  them  on  Saturday,  the  com- 
mittee of  arrangements  gave  notice,  that  at  about  12 
o’clock  he  would  be  received  at  Glencadia,  about 
three  miles  below'  this  place.  At  10  o’clock  a 
mounted  escort  of  the  field  officers  of  the  infantry 
and  cavalry  officers  was  formed  in  this  village,  and 
despatched,  together  with  a carriage  for  the  presi- 
dent, in  which  his  brother  had  taken  his  seat,  to  the 
place  appointed  for  his  reception. 

About  half  past  ten,  the  citizens  on  horseback, 
and  in  carriages,  together  with  the  committee,  form- 
ed a line  under  the  order  of  a chief  marshal  and  six 
assistants,  and  followed  the  escort.  Upon  arriving 
at  the  place  designated  for  the  first  reception  of  the 
president,  each  horseman  and  carriage  wheeled 
about  into  line,  bringing  the  horseman  in  front  and 
the  committee  of  arrangements  in  rear,  leaving  an 
open  space  for  the  president  with  the  military  es- 
cort in  his  rear.  In  a short  time  the  president  ar- 
rived, accompanied  by  the  committee  of  arrang- 
ments  from  Hudson,  where  he  had  been  so  cordially 
welcomed  the  day  before.  The  moment  his  car- 
riage stopped  in  sight  of  the  assemblage,  he  W'as 
greeted  with  a cheer  which  made  the  welkin  ring 
and  the  adjoining  forest  resound.  The  committee  of 
arrangements  now  simply  bade  him  welcome  to  bis 
native  place,  to  which  he  replied  in  a few  and  ap- 
propriate words.  His  carriage  was  now  placed  in 
line  as  well  as  the  carriages  of  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements from  Hudson,  by  whom  he  was  preced- 
ed, the  military  escort  bringing  up  the  rear.  The 
whole  cavalcade,  headed  by  the  marshal  and  assis- 
tants, next  the  citizens  on  horseback,  two  abreast, 
then  the  carriages  in  the  order  designated,  with  the 
escort  forming  a line  of  more  than  a mile  in  length, 
commenced  their  march  for  the  village. 

Upon  approaching  it  through  the  principal  streets, 
the  students  of  the  academy  and  schools,  with  their 
respective  principals  and  teachers,  had  taken  up  a 
position  in  open  line.  The  horsemen  as  they  came 
up  formed  upon  them,  likewise  in  open  line,  facing 
inwards.  The  carriages  formed  in  the  same  order 
as  they  came  up  and  halted. — The  committee  of  ar- 
rangements, beaded  by  the  chief  marshal,  now  en- 
tered the  open  space,  followed  by  the  president. 
His  escort,  the  committee  from  Hudson,  and  the  ci- 
tizens in  carriages  followed — thus  reversing  the  first 
order  of  march  so  as  to  bring  the  horsemen  in  the 
rear  and  the  president  in  front.  As  his  carriage 
passed  through  the  lines  of  students  they  gave  a si- 
multaneous and  hearty  cheer.  The  streets  were 
thronged  with  foot  passengers.  All  windows  were 
thrown  open  and  filled  with  the  fair,  as  were  also 
balconies  and  piazzas.  The  waving  of  handker- 
chiefs and  boughs,  the  greeting  of  the  crowd,  the 
enthusiasm  which  prevailed  and  in  which  all  par- 
took, the  good  feeling  which  was  manifest  in  every 
direction — all  united  to  overwhelm  the  feelings 
with  the  strongest  emotion. 

The  cavalcade,  in  the  order  described,  passed 
down  and  through  Broad  street,  turned  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  down  State  street;  from  thence  into  Syl- 
vester street  and  up  Church  street;  and  when  the 
head  of  the  procession  again  reached  Broad  street, 
the  horsemen  who  formed  its  rear  were  still  passing. 
In  the  four  principal  streets  therefore,  and  around 
the  largest  block  o!  buildings  was  one  dense  mass  in 
regular  and  moving  order. 

When  the  head  of  the  procession  arrived  at 
Stranahan’s  hotel,  and  the  president’s  carriage  drove 
up,  the  feelings  of  the  multitude  burst  out  in  tre- 
mendous cheerings. — Having  taken  his  position  in 
the  balcony  in  front  of  the  hotel,  together  with  the 
two  committees  of  arrangement,  and  a ciow'd  of 
ladies,  the  president  was  addressed  in  presence  of 
the  assemblage,  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  arrangements,  in  an  appropriate  and  feeling  man- 
ner. His  reply  was  one  of  the  most  effective  and 
beautiful  addresses  I have  ever  heard  delivered.- — 
The  justness  and  propriety  of  the  sentiments,  the 
pertinency  of  the  language,  the  grace  of  the  delive- 
ry, the  feeling  allusion  to  the  scenes  he  had  passed 
through  from  the  time  he  was  a youth  to  the  present, 
was  such  that  all  hearts  were  melted,  and  he  him- 
self almost  overcome  by  the  bare  repetition  of  them. 
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No  combination  of  words  could  do  more.  The 
simple  relation  was  founded  on  truth,  and  its  narra- 
tive had  won  the  hearts  of  his  hearers.  At  its  ter- 
mination there  was  another  burst  of  feeling  in  re- 
peated cheers.  He  now  took  all  by  the  hand  that 
approached  him,  and  exchanged  congratulations 
with  his  old  neighbors  and  friends.  When' dinner 
was  announced  he  sat  down  with  them  at  the  public 
table.  It  was,  however,  understood  beforehand  that 
there  were  to  be  no  set  speeches  nor  toasts,  but  that 
it  was  to  pass  off  as  the  meeting  of  friends  after  a 
long  and  painful  separation.  Thus  has  passed  off 
the  reception  by  his  townsmen  of  Martin  Van  Bu- 
ren  in  his  native  village,  and  although  language  may 
imperfectly  pourtray  the  events  of  the  day,  it  can 
scarcely  do  justice  to  the  pleasing  emotions  which 
the  occasion  was  sowell  calculated  to  excite. 

THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  CITIZENS  OF  ALBANY. 

The  subjoined  is  governor  Marcy’s  address  to 
the  president  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Albany: 

Sir:  Your  return,  after  so  long  an  absence,  to 
the  place  where  you  resided  for  many  years,  ?to 
renew,  for  a brief  period,  your  former  social  inter- 
course, is  regarded  with  more  than  common  interest, 
not  only  by  your  personal  friends,  but  by  a large  por- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  audits  vicinity. 
They  are  desirous  to  express,  in  a public  manner, 
the  sentiments  called  forth  by  the  occasion;  and  have 
assigned  to  me  the  duty  of  tendering  to  you,  on  their 
behalf  a cordial  welcome.  I shall  not  attempt  to 
follow  out  the  train  of  reflections  elicited  by  your 
visit  here  at  this  time;  but  some  of  them  recur  so 
vividly  to  the  mind,  that  I cannot  forbear  to  make 
them  the  subject  of  a few  casual  remarks. 

The  remembrance  of  fomer  intimacies  and  friend- 
ships is  mingled  with  the  recollection  of  important 
public  transactions  in  which  you  bore  a conspicuous 
part.  Here  you  passed  through  some  of  the  me- 
moriable  trials  which  have  attended  your  career  as 
a public  man.  Among  the  vast  concourse  of  your 
fellow  citizens,  here  assembled  to  testify  to  you  their 
respect,  you  see  some  who  were  associated  with  you 
in  many  of  those  trials,  and  a great  number  who 
know,  from  their  personal  observation,  the  charac- 
ter and  magnitude  ot  your  public  services  while 
you  were  connected  with  the  affairs  of  the  state. 

The  event  which  lirst  made  you  generally  known 
to  the  citizens  of  this  place,  was  your  appearance 
here  as  a member  of  the  legislature,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  with  Great  Britain.  In  our 
halls  of  legislation,  the  policy  and  course  of  the  ge- 
neral government  in  relation  to  that  war,  were  ar- 
raigned and  resisted.  In  some  sense  the  battles  of 
the  country  were  there  fought  and  won.  From 
thence  issued  a voice  which  resounded  through  the 
nation,  and  cheered  her  patriot  sons  in  the  most 
gloomy  period  of  that  eventful  contest.  There  are 
now  here  those  who  well  remember,  and  never  can 
forget  the  zeal,  firmness  and  ability  you  then  ex- 
hibited, in  vindicating  the  rights,  sustaining  the  honor 
and  calling  forth  the  energies  of  the  counlry. 

Passing  from  the  occurrences  of  that  interesting 
period,  we  recal  to  mind  your  decided  approval  and 
efficient  support  of  the  measure  of  internal  im- 
provement lor  opening  a communication  between 
the  western  and  northern  lakes  and  the  Atlantic 
ocean.  The  wisdom  displayed  in  adopting  a finan- 
cial system  to  render  the  success  of  the  measure 
certain,  without  even  the  hazard  of  oppressing  the 
industry  of  the  people  by  increased  taxation,  next 
to  the  bold  conception  of  the  practicability  of  the 
work,  deserves  our  admiration,  and  reflects  great 
credit  upon  those  w'ho  then  exerted  an  important  in- 
fluence upon  our  legislative  proceedings. 

After  this  measure  was  adopted  and  placed  upon 
such  a basis  as  to  ensure  success,  an  important  im- 
provementin  our  political  condition  was  undertaken. 
The  experience  of  half  a century  had  disclosed  de- 
fects in  the  constitutional  charter,  established  by  our 
forefathers,  when  they  renounced  their  colonial  de- 
pendence. A germ  of  aristocracy  had  mingled  with 
the  seeds  of  liberty  which  they  planted,  and  it  be- 
gain  to  produce  bitter  fruit.  To  render  property  in- 
violably secure  to  its  possessors,  is  undoubtedly  one 
among  the  chief  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  insti- 
tution of  governments;  but  this  object  can  be  well 
obtained  without  making  property  the  source  of  ex- 
clusive civil  rights  and  privileges.  Among  the  im- 
portant changes  made  in  our  organic  law,  was  the 
removal  of  the  restriction  it  imposed  upon  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  By  eradicating  this  unsound  princi- 
ple from  our  constitution,  a class  of  our  citizens,  who, 
by  the  adoption  of  our  present  constitution,  amounted 
to  many  thousands,  and  whose  number,  in  the  pro- 
gress ot  society,  would  have  more  than  proportion- 
ately increased,  was  released  from  a partial  disfran- 
chisement, and  placed  upon  an  equality,  in  regard  to 
their  civil  rights,  with  the  more  wealthy  portion  of 
the  community.  This  improvement  in  our  civil  con- 
dition, deserves  to  be  regarded  as  a memorable  event 


in  the  progressive  advancement  of  liberal  principles, 
and  we  refer  to  your  able  advocacy  of  this  principle 
on  that  occasion,  as  one  among  other  causes  of  the 
kind  reception  which  has  every  where  awaited  you 
on  your  present  visit  to  this  state. 

In  the  course  of  events  you  were  called  to  act  in 
a public  capacity  on  a large  theatre.  For  some  time 
previous  to  being  placed  in  you  present  situation, 
you  took  and  active  and  prominent  part  in  conducting 
our  national  alfairs.  The  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  expressed  their  approval  of  your 
public  conduct  and  of  your  political  principles,  by 
the  highest  testimonial  the}'  could  give — they  select- 
ed you  for  their  chief  magistrate. 

You  entered  upon  the  duties  of  that  exalted  station 
in  a critical  conjuncture  of  public  affairs.  Wisdom, 
firmness)and  prudence  were  required  to  keep  the 
government  within  the  sphere  of  legitimate  action 
There  is  a powerful  principle  ever  at  work  to  pro- 
cure partial  legislation.  It  is  the  necessary  condi- 
tion of  things,  that  what  the  government  bestows  as 
a favor  upon  the  few,  is  directly  or  indirectly  ab- 
stracted from  the  many.  There  never  was  in  any 
former  period  of  our  history,  a more  distinct  devel- 
opment of  this  principle,  or  a stronger  temptation 
to  yield  to  it,  than  that  which  arose  from  the  unex- 
ampled pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  country 
at  the  time  of  your  accession  to  the  presidency.  Ad- 
hering with  unshaken  constancy  to  the  only  measure 
which,  it  was  believed,  could  conduct  the  nation  in 
safety  through  these  embarrasssments,  arising  from 
the  fluctuations  of  trade,  we  rejoice  to  perceive  that 
honest  doubts,  and  in  some  instances,  prejudices, 
have  already  yielded  to  the  course  of  policy  which 
has  been  pursued,  and  that  the  sources  of  the  difficul- 
ties, as  well  as  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy,  are  be- 
coming better  understood  and  more  justly  appre- 
ciated. 

It  is  equally  a cause  of  satisfaction  to  know  that 
all  the  relations  of  government,  both  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, bear  testimony  in  favor  of  the  wise  and  pa- 
cific policy,  which  while  it  has  guarded  the  rights 
and  honor  of  the  nation,  has  secured  to  all  sections 
of  it,  even  under  border  excitements  of  no  ordinary 
magnitude,  prosperous  tranquillity  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  blessings  of  free  government. 

In  addressing  you  in  behalf  of  my  fellow  citizens, 
I have  not  referred  to  the  transactions  you  were  en- 
gaged in,  which  connected  with  the  political  affairs  of 
this  state,  with  a design  to  rekindle  the  passions 
with  which  they  weie  attended.  These  I would 
gladly  leave  to  the  cooling  influence  of  time;  but  we 
ought  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  principles  they  involv- 
ed, or  be  unmindful  of  the  services  of  those  who 
contributed  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  conduct  them 
to  happy  issues.  Nor  have  I alluded  to  the  embar- 
rassment which  beset  your  administration  at  its 
commencement,  and  the  policy  which  was  adopted 
in  reference  to  it,  with  a view  to  give,  in  any  degree 
a party  aspect  to  our  present  proceedings.  But  it 
has  been  my  object  to  show,  by  these  references, 
that  it  is  the  services,  the  talents  and  the  virtues  by 
which  the  elevated  station  you  occupy  is  merited, 
rather  than  the  station  itself,  which  interest  the  feel- 
ings and  command  the  respect  of  a free  people.  It 
is  these  considerations,  I think  I am  warranted  in 
saying,  reinforced  by  sentiments  of  friendship,  con- 
tracted in  years  that  are  past,  and  the  recollection 
of  former  social  intercourse,  which  have  assembled 
around  you  at  this  time,  this  large  concourse  of  your 
fellow  citizens,  to  greet  you  with  an  enthusiastic  and 
warm  hearted  welcome. 

To  which  the  president  replied: 

I render  to  you,  sir,  and  to  this  great  assemblage 
of  my  fellow-citizens,  the  tribute  of  a grateful  heart 
for  the  multiplied  tokens  of  respect  and  kindness 
with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  distinguish  my 
return  to  this  city,  after  an  absence  of  considerable 
duration  and  unusual  interest.  It  would  grieve  me 
to  suppose  it  possible  that  the  time  could  ever  ar- 
rive, when  I should  cease  to  regard  them  as  among 
the  proudest  trophies  of  my  public  life. 

The  place  where  we  stand  is,  as  you  intimate, 
pregnant  with  recollections  of  a stiring  character. 
It  has  been  the  theatre  ot  public  acts  and  discus- 
sions extending  thiough  a long  series  of  years,  and 
producing  results  which  are  indelibly  impressed 
upon  the  character  and  condition  of  tile  state,  and 
will,  for  generations  to  come,  constitute  a most  im- 
portant portion  of  its  history.  According  to  the 
parts  really  taken  in  them  by  the  public  men  of  the 
day,  will  ultimately  be  their  political  destiny.  It 
has  been  so  with  tho3e  who  have  gone  before  us — it 
must  be  so  with  ourselves,  and  with  those  who  come 
atier  ns.  Deception  and  delusion  may,  for  a season, 
depress  the  worthy  and  elevate  the  undeserving, 
but  the  final  judgment  of  this  people  as  to  the  ten- 
dency of  public  measures,  and  the  motives  of  pub- 
lic men,  is  alike  unerring  and  inflexible.  That  my 
own  past  life  should  be  entitled  to  so  favorable  a 
construction  in  the  estimation  of  one  so  capable  of 


judging,  and  who  has,  with  much  credit  to  himself 
and  usefulness  to  his  country,  been  a prominent 
actor  in  many  of  the  transactions  referred  to,  is  to 
me  a source  of  great  satisfaction. 

I cannot  refrain,  sir,  from  availing  myself  of  the 
occasion  you  have  presented,  to  express  the  grati- 
fication I have  derived  from  my  journey  between 
the  seat  of  the  general  government  and  that  of  this 
great  state.  It  is,  I sincerely  believe,  no  exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  the  world  does  not  present  an  equal 
extent  of  country,  possessing  in  so  great  a degree 
the  true  elements  of  public  and  private  prosperity. 
The  innumerable  improvements  on  the  lace  of  the 
country,  in  the  condition  of  the  people  and  the  ca- 
pabilities for  their  still  further  advancement,  which 
are  every  where  seen  and  felt,  and  no  where  more 
apparent  than  in  this  time  honored  city,  are  sufficient 
to  gladden  the  hearts  and  excite  the  gratitude  of  all 
who  witness  them.  But  these  great  blessings  are 
secondary  in  their  importance  to  the  conviction, 
which  1 think  no  intelligent  and  dispassionate  obser- 
ver can  resist,  of  the  daily  increasing  security  of 
our  inestimable  political  institutions — institutions  to 
which  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  those  great  objects,  and  which  so  promi- 
nently distinguish  us  from  the  rest  of  mankind. 

The  leading  and  only  saving  feature  of  the  sys- 
tem which  those  institutions  were  designed  to  up- 
hold, undoubtedly  are  the  exclusive  management 
and  control  of  public  affairs,  for  their  own  benefit, 
by  the  people  themselves,  through  their  immediate, 
temporary  and  responsible  representatives,  with  a 
total  and  perpetual  exclusion  of  all  orders  of  dis- 
tinction save  only  those  which  private  worth  and 
services  confer. 

It  requires  but  a slight  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject to  satisfy  us,  in  how  great  a degree,  a plan  of 
government,  broadly  based  upon,  and  deriving  its 
whole  aliment  from  public  sentiment,  is  dependent 
not  only  for  its  success,  but  for  its  very  existence, 
upon  the  dispositions  and  intelligence  of  the  great 
masses  of  which  the  body  politic  is  composed. — 
When  they  are  either  vicious,  incompetent  or  even 
indifferent  to  the  fate  of  the  republic,  the  pioblem  of 
its  dissolution  inevitably  resolves  itself  into  a ques- 
tion of  time  only.  But  in  proportion  as  those  masses 
become  sensible  of  their  importance  in  the  gene- 
ral scale,  and  qualify  themselves  to  act  worthily  their 
respective  parts, — inasmuch  as  the  humblest  mem- 
ber of  the  community  regards  himself  ns  a portion 
of  the  state,  and  an  attack  upon  public  order,  or 
upon  the  principles  of  the  government,  as  an  assault 
upon  himself,  which  it  is  as  much  his  duty  to  resist 
as  would  be  the  invasion  of  his  own  domicile — so, 
and  to  such  a degree,  may  the  perpetual  sway  of 
republican  principles  among  us,  be  regarded  as  fixed. 
It  is  with  the  great  and  remarkable  advance  which 
is  making  in  the  public  mind  upon  this  vitally  im- 
portant point,  that  I have  been  particularly  struck 
in  the  extensive  and  familiar  intercourse  which  it 
has  been  my  happiness  to  have  with  my  fellow-citi- 
zens during  the  last  month.  No  ingenious  man, 
with  the  same  facilities  of  observation,  could,  I 
think,  fail  to  perceive  the  increased  interest  which 
is  now  taken  in  the  management  of  public  affairs 
by  the  masses  of  the  people — paiticular  by  such  as 
are  denominated  the  laboring  classes — who  were 
heretofore  comparatively  listless  upon  the  subject, 
anxiety  with  which  they  seek  information,  and  iheir 
success  in  acquiring  it.  They,  fortunately,  every 
day  become  more  and  more  sensible  of  the  great 
truth,  that,  not  possessing  like  others  the  means 
(even  if  they  had  the  disposition  to  use  them)  of 
ministering  to  sinister  influences,  and  of  thus  en- 
couraging abuse  of  power,  their  only  security  lies 
in  the  preservation  of  a moderate,  orderly  and  con- 
stitutional conduct  of  public  affairs,  by  which  the 
protection  of  the  law  over  all,  shall  be  equally  ex- 
tended. Reasoning  and  believing  thus,  they  are 
taking  an  active  pari  in  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try; not,  I sincerely  believe,  with  the  slightest  desire 
to  overturn  or  to  impair,  but  to  uphold,  and  resist 
abuses  in,  that  system,  which  was  so  happily  framed 
by  our  fathers;  and  the  maintenance  of  which  in  its 
original  purify,  is  more  important  to  them  than  to 
almost  any  oilier  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

The  approbation  you  have  been  pleased  to  ex- 
press, sir,  for  yourself,  and  for  those  you  represent, 
of  tny  official  conduct  as  president  of  the  United 
States,  is  to  me  peculiarly  gratifying.  To  the  diffi- 
culties of  my  position  you  have  done  no  more  than 
justice,  and  it  affords  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to 
learn  from  those  whose  good  opinion  is  second  to 
none  in  my  estimation,  that  those  difficulties  have 
been  rightly  met  and  successfully  overcome. 

It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  say,  sir,  how  cor- 
dially I reciprocate  the  assurance  of  personal  regard 
to  which  you  have  in  so  kind  a spirit  alluded.  My 
estimate  of  your  worth  was  formed  under  circuin- 
cumstances  too  tiding  to  be  temporary,  and  will,  I 
am  persuaded,  remain  with  me  through  life. 
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George  A.  Scherpf,  the  German  importing  merchant, 
who  sent  a letter  to  the  keeper  of  the  New  York  city 
prison  instead  of  the  United  States  marshal,  and  then 
met  the  wrong  person  and  offered  to  bribe  him  to  pro- 
cure certain  papers  relating  to  a charge  of  perjury,  up- 
on which  he  had  been  arrested  some  time  since,  was 
admitted  to  bail  on  last  Saturday  afternoon,  and  dis- 
charged from  prison. 

Copper.  It  is  stated  in  the  Baltimore  Chronicle,  that 
the  recently  discovered  copper  mine  in  Frederick  coun- 
ty, belonging  to  captain  Richard  Cole,  has  been  open- 
ed, and  a shaft  of  fifteen  feet  sunk  into  the  body  of  the 
bed.  The  ore  appears  to  be  inexhaustible,  and  equal 
in  quality  to  any  in  the  world. 

The  Mississippi  valley,  that  is  to  say,  country  drain- 
ed by  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  has  been  esti- 
mated at  1,400,000  square  miles.  Massachusetts  has 
a population  averaging  82  to  the  square  mile.  Were 
the  great  valley  as  thickly  populated,  it  would  contain 

114,800,000  souls;  about  seven  times  the  present  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States,  and  one-seventh  of  the 
probable  population  of  the  globe. 

Or  at  200  to  the  square  mile,  which  is  the  rate  of  po- 
pulation in  Great  Britain,  the  Mississippi  valley  would 
sustain  230,000,000,  nearly  three-eights  of  the  entire 
population  of  the  globe. 

The  region  drained  by  the  Mississippi  and  its  branch- 
es, is  ten  times  as  great  as  the.  island  of  Great  Britain, 
and  in  fertility  of  soil  and  resources  of  all  kinds,  is  un- 
surpassed by  any  under  the  sun.  Why  may  it  not,  in 
a century  or  less,  be  inhabited  by  a hundred  millions  of 
people?  [ Cleveland  Hemld. 

Longevity.  There  is  now  living  in  this  county,  says 
the  Raleigh,  N.  C.  Register,  of  July  20,  a man  named 
Arthur  Wall,  who  is  119  years  of  age,  and  who  is  in 
the  enjoyment  of  good  health  and  spirits.  There  is  al- 
so a negro  man,  supposed  to  be  about  125  years  of 
age. 

Illinois.  In  this  state  we  have  little  short  of  half  a 
million  of  inhabitants,  more  than  1,300  miles  of  rail 
r iads,  over  100  miles  of  canal  in  progress,  and  yet 
t.iere  are  men  living  among  us,  who  can  recollect  the 
time  when  there  was  not  a single  anglo-American  in 
Illinois,  Among  the  number  of  these  is  colonel  Me- 
nard, of  Karkaskia,  whose  name  was  given  to  a new 
county  by  the  legislature  at  its  last  session.  He  saw 
the  first  steamboat  ascend  the  Mississippi  river.  That 
improvement  brought  New  Orleans  within  ten  days  of 
Illinois,  which  before  was  three  months  distant.  He 
will,  we  hope,  yet  being  in  green  old  age,  live  to  see  an 
incident  quite  as  important — the  passage  of  a locomo- 
tive with  its  train  of  cars,  from  Chicago,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio,  in  12  hours.  [Back  Woodsman. 

The  Illinois  improvement  system  still  continues  to 
create  a great  excitement  in  Illinois.  At  a meeting 
held  lately  iu  Peoria,  strong  resolutions  were  adopted 
recommending  its  “total  abandonment,’’  notwithstand- 
ing the  admission  that  such  a step  would  involve  a sa- 
crifice of  $4,000,000. 

Richmond  flour  inspections.  The  Whig  of  Tuesday 
says:  “We  learn  from  the  inspector,  that  the  extraordi- 
nary number  of  239,149  barrels  and  half  barrels  of  all 
qualities,  were  inspected  during  the  year  ending  the 
30th  of  June  last.  This  is  the  largest  number  inspect- 
ed for  many  years,  and  we  believe  has  only  once  been 
exceeded.” 

Contracts  for  new  wheat,  red  and  white,  deliverable 
in  August,  have  been  made  by  the  Richmond  millers 
at  $1  10  per  bushel. 

The  coal  shipments.  An  erroneous  impression  hav- 
ing been  entertained  abroad,  as  to  the  comparative 
amount  of  shipments  from  the  different  coal  regions, 
last  year  and  the  present,  the  Pottsville  Journal  has 
copied  the  following  statement  from  the  prinled  report, 
which  will  place  the  matter  in  a correct  light.  The 
computation  is  made  in  round  numbers,  of  the  amount 
shipped  up  to  the  present  time: 

1833.  1839. 

Schuylkill,  157,000  194.000 

Lehigh  region,  74,000  88,000 

Lackawana,  about  30,000  25,000 


261,000  307,000 

261,000 


Excess  of  the  present  year,  46,000 

Salvage  at  Key  West.  This  half-way  house,  which 
receives  so  much  of  our  West  India  commerce  from 
coral  rocks  and  sand  banks,  has  already  received  this 
year  over  $75,000  in  salvage.  As  the  New  York  S.ar 
says,  it  is  but  a small  tax,  perhaps,  when  it  is  consider- 
ed that,  without  our  wreckers  and  courts  of  admiralty, 
ten  times  the  loss  might  fall  on  our  commerce,  without 
advening  to  the  frauds  that  might  be  more  easily  per- 
petrated under  foreign  jurisdiction,  by  intentional  ship- 
wrecks, false  statements,  collusion,  &c.  as  has  happen- 
ed in  former  years. 

The  butchers  of  Pittsburg  and  Chambersburgh  are 
buying'  beef  cattle  at  from  six  to  seven  dollars  the  hun- 
dred weight.  Calves,  sheep  and  hogs  at  from  five  to 
seven  cents  per  pound. 

t Health  of  Pensacola.  Pensacola,  as  we  learn  from 
the  Gazette,  has  a population  of  2,300,  and  not  a death 
has  occurred  iu  the  city  about  since  the  1st  of  April!  Is 
there  another  place  on  the  continent  that  can  say  as 
much  for  itself! 


Cumberland  road.  Major  Ogden,  who  is  engaged  in 
making  a reconnoisance  of  the  route  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  from  Vandalia  to  the  Mississippi,  arrived  in 
this  city  on  Saturday  evening  last  and  has  taken  lodg- 
ings at  the  National  hotel.  He  left  his  company  about 
20  miles  from  the  cily — they  also  will  be  here  in  a few 
days.  We  are  told  that  it  is  his  purpose  to  make  an 
examination  of  two  routes,  one  terminating  here  and 
the  other  at  Alton.  We  believe  it  is  also  made  his  duty 
to  reconnoitre  the  routes  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
city  of  Jefferson,  in  this  state — and  we  presume,  he 
will  make  a full  examination  of  the  respective  localities 
on  either  side  of  the  Missouri  river.  We  trust  our  ci- 
tizens may  not  be  found  wanting  in  furnishing  any  fa- 
cilities which  may  contribute  to  a thorough  examina- 
tion of  both  routes.  [St.  Louis,  Mo.  Repblican. 

Liberal  donation.  Thomas  W.  Williams,  esq.  of  N. 
London,  Conn,  one  of  the  representatives  elect  to  the 
next  congress,  has  recently  given  $1,000  to  the  coloni- 
zation cause.  The  Missionary,  Bible  and  Tract  socie- 
ties have  shared  his  munificence,  and  continue  to  do  so. 

The  seat  of  government  of  Illinois  has  been  removed 
to  Springfield.  The  supreme  court  now  in  session 
there,  has  two  constitutional  questions  to  decide,  viz: 
whether  the  governor  has  the  power  of  removing  the 
secretary  of  state  at  pleasure,  and  whether  unnaturaliz- 
ed foreigners  have  the  right  of  voting  under  the  consti- 
tution of  the  state. 

Virginia  manufacturing.  The  Ettrick  cotton  factory 
at  Petersburg  lias  just  declared  a half  yearly  dividend 
of  eight  per  cent,  and  the  Merchant’s  factory,  at  the 
same  place,  a half  yearly  dividend  of  nine  per  cent. 

Bunker  Hill  monument.  There  appears  now  to  be  a 
fair  prospect,  that  the  funds  necessary  for  completing 
the  monument,  estimated  at  $30,000,  together  with  the 
further  sum  of  $10,000  for  grading  and  fencing  the 
grounds,  will  be  speedily  raised,  and  that  at  no  distant 
period  the  work  will  be  completed.  It  has  been  stated 
in  some  of  the  papers  that  $14,000  towards  the  object 
have  been  offered  by  four  gentlemen  of  this  city — bro- 
thers. It  is  stated  that  $500  have  been  offered  by  ano- 
ther gentleman — $1,000  by  a third,  and  $10,000  by  a 
gentleman  at  the  south.  These  liberal  contributions 
are  offered  on  the  condition  that  the  necessary  sum 
shall  be  obtained  to  complete  this  work  at  once — an  ob- 
ject which  as  we  have  remarked,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  will  be  attained.  [Boston  Daily  Ad. 

The  universal  Yankee  nation.  We  copy  the  following 
from  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  Monday: 

The  schooner  Gil  Bias,  Howes,  which  sailed  hence 
about  May  2,  for  Matamoras,  arrived  out  in  27  days 
passage.  She  carried  out  a number  of  New  England 
people,  as  machinists,  &c.  with  machinery,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a cotton  factory  in  Mexico.  There  was 
some  anxiety  felt  for  her  safety,  as  nothing  definite  was 
heard  of  her  since  her  departure,  until  yesterday.  Cap- 
tain Howes  writes  that  he  was  subjected  to  heavy  fines, 
and  the  most  vexatious  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
custom  house  officers.  But  by  dint  of  perseverance,  in 
asserting  his  rights,  finally  forced  their  acknowledg- 
ment. The  Gil  Bias  has  since  arrived  at  Mobile. 

New  wheat.  The  Rochester  Daily  Advertiser,  of  a 
late  date,  says:  New  wheat  was  contracted  for  in  this 
city,  on  Saturday,  at  $1  per  bushel,  and  the  prospect  is, 
that  it  will  be  about  the  average  price,  for  a time,  at 
least.  Some  farmers  will  doubtless  think  it  hard,  to  be 
obliged  to  sell  their  wheat  for  one  dollar,  after  having, 
for  the  past  few  years,  been  in  the  habit  of  getting  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  to  two  dollars  per  bushel.  But  so 
long  as  they  get  two  bushels  with  nearly  the  same  labor, 
and  on  the  same  amount  of  ground  that  formerly  yield- 
ed them  but  one,  they  have  very  little  reason  to  com- 
plai  n. 

The  amount  of  tolls  received  on  the  Miami  (Ohio) 
canal  during  the  half  year  ending  on  the  1st  instant, 
was  $22,863,  showing  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cent,  over 
the  tolls  received  during  t lie  corresponding  period  of 
last  year.  It  is  supposed  that  alter  the  present  year  the 
canals  of  Ohio  will  furnish  a nett  revenue  sufficient  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  which  has  been  contracted 
for  their  construction.  Indirectly — in  the  increased  va- 
lue of  property  and  of  the  products  which  are  now  sent 
to  market  at  cheap  rates — the  cost  of  these  works  has 
been  paid  back  many  times  over. 

The  Bonaparte  family.  A Marseilles  journal  remaiks 
that  the  month  of  May  is  fatal  to  the  Bonaparte  family. 
Napoleon  died  May  5,  1821;  Pauline  Borghese,  May 
10,  1825;  cardinal  Ferch,  May  13,  1839;  Caroline  Bo- 
naparte, May  18,  183J.  By  the  death  of  this  last  lady 
there  is  now  no  surviving  sister  of  Napoleon.  His  liv- 
ing brothers  are  Joseph,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  Louis, 
Lucien  and  Jerome.  The  three  sisters  of  Napoleon 
were  Eliza,  Pauline  and  Caroline,  (Murat’s  widow), 
who  took  the  name  of  countess  of  Laponi,  as  the  ana- 
gram of  Napoli,  and  a remembrance  of  her  past  great- 
ness. 

Slavery  in  Iowa  territory.  The  first  business  session 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  territory,  was  held  in  Bur- 
lington die  first  week  in  July.  The  court  decided  that 
slavery  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  territory,  and 
that  a slave  taken  there  to  work  in  the  mines  and  per- 
mitted to  hire  his  own  time,  gained  thereby  a right  to 
his  freedom. 

Twenty-five  hundred  laborers  are  wanted  on  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
twelve  and  a half  cents  per  day. 


The  Louisville  Gazette,  of  the  16th  instant,  under  the 
head  of  “quick  transportation,’’  says:  “A  gentleman 
of  this  city  sent  recently  to  England  for  some  shrubs, 
plants  and  flower  seed;  his  letter  was  received  by  his 
New  York  correspondent  on  the  20th  of  April.  The 
shrubs,  plants  and  seeds  were  purchased  in  London  on 
the  17th  of  May,  and  they  are  now  set  out  and  actual- 
ly growing  in  a Louisville  garden.” 

The  Boston  Times  seems  to  doubt  the  extent  of  tho 
law  practice  of  the  distinguished  Prentiss,  of  Missis- 
sippi. We  know  that  he  has  now  on  hand,  besides 
other  suits,  four,  for  which  the  fees  are  $10,000  each. 

[iY.  Y.  Star. 

Carriages  in  Paris.  Great  complaints  are  making 
in  Paris  of  the  crowds  of  vehicles  which  block  up  the 
streets.  This  is  not  surprising,  for  while  in  1815  there 
were  only  fifteen  thousand  in  Paris,  the  number  is  now 
quadrupled,  being  no  less  than  sixty-one  thousand  in 
1838,  viz:  cabriolets,  hackney  coaches,  diligences  and 
omnibuses,  twenty  thousand;  carts,  &c.  thirlv-cight 
thousand;  private  and  livery  carriages,  six  thousand. 

Sylvester’s  (New  York)  Reporter,  of  the  8th  instant, 
says:  “The  Iron  Mountain  rail  road  company  of  Mis- 
souri, has  disposed  ef  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  of 
its  stock  to  an  agent  of  the  Messrs.  Rothschilds,  of  this 
city.  The  company  can  have  any  amount  of  money 
they  require  to  carry  the  works  into  operation  from  the 
same  source  at  5 per  cent.  The  quality  of  the  iron  is 
to  be  examined  by  two  manufacturers  of  the  article 
from  New  York  and  Baltimore,  now  on  their  way  to 
the  iron  region. 

Two  hundred  thousand  dollars  damages  are  claimed 
by  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Steel,  recently  killed  on  the  Phila- 
delphia anti  Trenton  rail  road. 

Histori-al  facts.  In  Barker’s  collections  of  Massa- 
chusetts historical  facts,  occurs  the  following: 

“In  the  account  of  Barnstable,  we  meet  w'ith  two  sin- 
gular facts.  It  is  stated  that  the  West  Barnstable  church 
is  the  first  Independent  Congregational  church  of  that 
name  in  the  world!  It  was  organized  in  England, 
1616,  by  Henry  Jacob,  who,  after  preaching  eight  years, 
fled  from  persecution  to  Virginia,  where  he  died.  The 
second  minister,  rev.  John  Lothrop,  with  forty-two  of 
his  church,  were  apprehended  and  imprisoned.  In  two 
years,  on  promise  to  leave  the  country,  he  was  liberat- 
ed, and  came  to  New  England,  and  finally  settled  at 
Barnstable  in  1639.  A large  rock  is  said  to  be  near 
the  place  where  the  first  public  meetings  were  held.  It 
is  another  singular  fact,  that  the  first  Baptist  church  in 
England,  of  that  name,  sprang  from  the  first  Congre- 
gational church  in  West  Barnstable.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers while  in  England,  brought  a child  to  be  rebaptised. 
This  was  refused,  and  on  mature  consideration,  a large 
majority  of  the  church  voted  against  the  innovation.— 
The  few  who  desired  the  rebaptism  withdrew,  and  thus 
originated  the  denomination  called  Baptists.’’ 

The  machine  shop  of  Mr.  William  Norris,  the  cele- 
brated manufacturer  of  locomotives,  was  destroyed  by 
fire  on  the  20th  ult.  The  U.  S.  Gazette  thus  notices  his 
liberality  to  two  of  the  fire  companies  which  were  pre- 
sent on  the  occasion: 

“We  mentioned  briefly,  yesterday,  that  a generous 
individual  had  given  the  Schuylkill  hose  company  fifty 
dollars;  and  have  since  learned  that  we  did  not  give 
Mr.  Norris  credit  for  all  his  liberality.  He  also  pre- 
sented to  the  Good  Will  engine  company  the  like  sum. 
The  reason  for  selecting  these  companies  is,  that  they 
remained  until  after  daylight  to  secure,  if  necessary,  the 
premises  of  that  gentleman  from  injury.  Mr.  Rush  also 
gave  the  last  named  company  twenty-five  dollars. 

Doings  in  high  life.  Looking  over  a London  paper, 
among  the  law  reports,  we  found  that  a rule  nisi  for  an 
attachment  was  granted  against  lord  John  Russell,  for 
some  alleged  contempt  of  court;  that  another,  for  some- 
thing else,  was  applied  for  against  the  marquis  of  Nor- 
manby;  and  that  Daniel  O’Connell  was  brought  up  for 
withholding  a letter  that  had  been  entrusted  to  him  by 
one  of  his  clients,  and  which  he  retained  because  it 
would  be  highly  important  to  him,  he  said,  in  his  action 
for  slander  against  lord  Normanby.  [N.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

The  following,  from  the  New  York  Express,  will  en- 
able our  readers  to  form  some  estimate  of  the  expenses 
incurred  iu  the  publication  of  a daily  paper,  to  be 
promptly  met  at  the  expiration  of  each  week — to  say  no- 
thing about  paper,  inis,  wear  and  tear  of  type,  rents, 


&c.  &e. 

Editors — Political  and  miscellaneous,  1 

“ Commercial,  1 

“ Ship  news  and  markets,  - - 1 

Correspondent  at  Washington,  - - I 

Reporters, - 2 

Clerks,  -------3 

Collectors, 3 

News  boat  establishment,  7 

Night  printers, 11 

Day  do.  (with  boys),  10 

Mail  men, 2 

“ boys, 4 

Carriers, 12 

Pressmen,  ------  6 

Miscellaneous,  - - 1 

Total, 65 


Capitol  of  Ohio.  The  corner  stone  of  the  new  Capi- 
tol of  Ohio  was  laid  at  Columbus,  on  the  4th  July,  with 
appropriate  ceremonies. 
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flty-The  president  of  the  United  Slates  arrived  at 
Saratoga  Springs  on  Thursday  the  1st  inst.  and  is 
now  there. 

Mr.  Clay  had  visited  Montreal  and  Quebec,  and 
was  expected  at  Burlington  (Vermont)  on  Tuesday, 
and  was  to  attend  the  commencement  of  the 
University  on  Wednesday  last. 

Ctf-We  find  the  following  in  the  Globe  of  Wed- 
nesday evening: 

“The  postmaster  general  having  been  called  to 
his  paternal  mansion  by  the  dangerous  illness  of  his 
father,  all  his  powers  and  duties  devolve,  during  his 
absence,  upon  S.  R.  Hobbie,  esq.  his  first  assistant.” 

The  secretaries  of  state,  war  and  navy,  and  the 
attorney  general,  are  also  absent  from  Washington, 
and  will,  as  we  learn  from  the  Intelligencer,  con- 
tinue absent  for  some  weeks.  Major  S.  Cooper, 
assistant  adjutant  general,  is  acting  secretary  of  war, 
and  commodore  1.  Chauncey  acts  as  secretary  of 
the  navy. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  states  that  the 
secretary  oi  war  will  slop  at  Cattaraugus,  where  he 
is  to  hold  a treaty  with  the  Indian  tube  in  that  vici- 
nity. At  Saratoga  Springs  he  will  join  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  they  in  company  will 
make  a tour  over  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  as  tar  as 
Detroit — and  possibly  to  Sault  St.  Marie. 

Major  gen.  Macomb  is  also  absent  from  Washing- 
ton on  a visit  to  Warrington,  Va.  Springs. 

Minister  to  Russia.  The  United  States  Ga- 
zette, says:  “We  understand  that  George  M.  Dallas, 
esq.  minister  to  Russia,  has  obtained  leave  to  return 
home,  and  is  expected  in  this  city  in  September 
next,  to  resume  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  been 
so  ably  and  so  advantageously  known.  It  is  said 
that  Mr.  Cainbreleng  will  succeed  Mr.  Dallas  as 
minister  to  the  court  of  St.  Petersburgh. 

The  cotton  circular.  The  N.  Y.  Commercial, 
says  it  is  very  well  understood  that  the  cotton  cir- 
cular, which  appeared  in  New  York  some  weeds 
since,  backed  by  Mr.  S.  V.  Wilder,  and  which  was 
supposed  to  have  emanated  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  was  written  by  gen.  Hamilton  of 
South  Carolina. 

North  Carolina.  Messrs.  Edward  Slanly, 
M.  T.  Hawkins,  Charles  Shepard  and  Jesse  A.  By- 
num, all  members  of  the  last  congress,  have  again 
been  elected.  It  is  stated  that  Kennith  Rayner  has 
succeeded  over  Mr.  Sawyer.  Particulars  in  our 
next.  The  remaining  nine  districts  voted  on  Thurs- 
day last. 

The  Florida  war.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  ac- 
counts published  in  another  page,  that  the  Florida 
Indians  have  utterly  disregarded  the,  so  called, 
“treaty”  w’hich  gen.  Macomb  made  with  Chitto 
Tustunnuggee,  the  self  appointed  successor  of  Sam 
Jones,  and  commenced  an  indiscriminate  slaughter 
of  all  the  white  settlers  W’ithin  their  reach,  anil  that 
they  are  now  better  prepared  to  carry  on  their  bloody 
work  than  they  wrere  before  that  unfortunate  ar- 
rangement was  entered  into. 

The  treaty  and  the  savage  deeds  which  have  fol- 
lowed it,  have  created  the  greatest  indignation  in 
Florida  and  throughout  the  country,  and  the  govern- 
ment must  take  some  decided  measures  to  expel  the 
savage  murderers,  let  them  cost  what  they  may, 
or  abandon  the  territory  to  their  uncontrolled  sway — 
lor  now  no  man  can  reside  without  the  limits  of  a 
populous  settlement  unless  at  the  hazard  of  his  life. 
As  one  means  of  exterminating  them,  it  is  proposed 
to  employ  either  United  States  mounted  volunteers, 
from  parts  of  the  country  which  are  familiar  with  the 
habits  and  mode  of  fighting  ot  the  Indians — and  who 
can  operate  without  being  controlled  by  the  United 
States  officers,  and  who  can  with  proper  guides  dash 
into  tlie  woods  and  hammocks,  &c. — or,  enterprising 
persons,  who  will  be  allowed  to  settle  on  portions  of 
the  public  lands,  upon  condition  of  fighting  the  In- 
dians and  protecting  the  country,  &c. — or,  both 
these,  and  similar  species  of  force  combined,  are 
considered  the  best  troops  for  the  purpose.  A small 
and  bold  band  of  about  40  men  have  consented  to 
act,  under  a leader,  to  hover  over  the  hiding  places, 
and  dash  among  the  enemy.  They  are  to  be  al- 
lowed so  much  lor  the  scalp  of  each  Indian  warrior, 
Vox..  VI.— Sir,.  24. 


or  a prisoner,  and  the  money  has  been  raised  by 
private  subscription  among  the  people  of  Florida. 

It  will  be  also  seen  by  reference  to  the  Florida 
news,  that  commissioners  have  been  despatched  to 
confer  with  the  president  on  the  best  means  of  pro- 
tecting the  territory. 

Since  the  above  was  prepared  for  the  press,  we 
have  received  the  following  disastrous  intelli- 
gence:— 

Office  of  the  News,  St.  Augustine,  Aug.  3. 

The  war  renewed!  The  following  account  of 
the  surprise  of  col.  Harney's  command,  reached  here 
this  morning  by  express.  Col.  Gates,  commanding 
east  of  St.  John’s,  has  transmitted  orders  for  the  im- 
mediate defence  of  the  posts  south. 

Ass’t.  Ads’t.  general’s  office.  Army  of  the  south, 
Fort  Brook,  ( E.  F.)  July  29,  1839. 

Sir:  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you 
of  the  assassination  of  the  greater  part  of  lieut.  col. 
Harney’s  detachment  by  the  Indians,  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d  instant  on  the  Coleosahatchie  river, 
where  they  had  gone  in  accordance  with  the  trea- 
ty at  Fort  King,  to  establish  a trading  house.  The 
party  consisted  of  about  28  men,  armed  with  Colt’s 
Rifle;  they  were  encamped  on  the  river,  but  unpro- 
tected by  defences  of  any  kind,  and  it  is  said  with- 
out sentinels.  The  Indians  in  large  force  made  the 
attack  betore  the  dawn  of  day,  and  before  reveille, 
and  it  is  supposed  that  13  of  the  men  were  killed, 
among  whom  was  major  Dallam  and  Mr.  Morgan, 
settlers.  The  remainder,  with  col.  Harney,  escaped; 
several  of  them  severely  wounded.  It  was  a com- 
plete surprise. 

The  commanding  general  therefore  directs,  that 
you  instantly  take  measures  to  place  the  defences  at 
Fort  Mellon  in  the  most  complete  state  of  repair, 
and  be  ready  ai  all  times  to  repel  an  attack,  should 
one  be  made.  No  portion  of  your  command  will, 
in  future,  be  suffered  to  leave  the  garrison  except 
under  a strong  escort.  The  detachment  at  Fort 
Maitland  will  be  immediately  withdrawn. 

Should  Fort  Mellon  prove  unhealthy,  and  the  sur- 
geon recommend  its  abandonment,  you  are  authoris- 
ed to  transfer  the  garrison,  and  reinforce  some  of 
the  neighboring  posts.  I am,  sir. 

Geo.  H.  Griffin,  asst.  adjt.  gen. 

Lieut.  W.  E.  Hanson,  commander  of  Fort  Mellon. 

Mexico.  Intelligence  has  been  received  at  New 
Orleans  that  Santa  Ana  had  been  driven  from  the 
presidential  chair,  and  gen.  Bravo  elected  in  his 
place.  Doubtful! 

Mr.  Campbell.  The  “Richmond  Whig,”  in 
jeply  to  the  article  copied  in  the  “Register,”  of 
the  27th  ult.  from  the  Globe,  stating  the  causes 
which  induced  the  president  to  remove  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, says — “We  are  authorised  to  say,  that  the 
article  in  the  Globe  of  the  25th,  contains  the  most 
atrocious  falsehoods.” 

The  “National  Intelligencer”  contained  the  fol- 
fowirig  also  in  reply  to  the  same  article  from  the 
“Globe,”  which  w'e  postponed  until  the  present,  in 
anticipation  of  a statement  from  Mr.  Campbell, 
which  will,  doubtless,  be  laid  before  the  public. 

“We  have  been  requested  by  a friend  of  the  late 
treasurer  Campbell  to  say,  that  the  statement  of 
the  Globe  of  Thursday  evening  last,  in  relation  to 
the  official  conduct  of  that  officer,  is  not  true,  as 
will  in  due  time  be  made  to  appear. 

“As  to  the  intimation  of  the  Globe  that  Mr. 
Campbell  was  removed  from  office  because  of  oc- 
casional absence  from  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
suffering  them  to  be  discharged  in  part  by  persons 
in  the  office  subject  to  his  orders,  it  may  be  re- 
marked, that  this  is  at  l£ast  a new  offence  in  the 
catalogue  of  unpardonable  sins.  There  is  no  office 
at  the  seat  of  government,  we  believe,  in  which 
the  constant  personal  presence  and  action  of  the 
chief  and  responsible  officer  are  supposed  to  be  in- 
dispensable. Certainly  it  is  not  so  in  the  case  of 
much  higher  offices  than  that  of  the  treasurer. 

“As  a particular  illustration  to  the  contrary,  (and 
not  with  any  intention  to  find  fault  with  it),  may 
be  mentioned  the  fact  that  the  secretary  of  state 
charged  with  the  most  important  of  the  adminis- 
trative duties  under  the  president,  having  but  just 
returned  to  his  office,  after  an  absence  of  several 
weeks,  is  again  absent  from  it,  and  will  remain  so, 
probably,  for  as  many  weeks  more;  and  that  it  has 


frequently  heretofore  happened  that  important  cor- 
respondence in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  has 
been  carried  on,  in  the  absence  of  the  secretary, 
(both  before  and  since  Mr.  Forsyth  held  the  office), 
by  the  principal  clerk  of  that  department.  To  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  the  same  has  been  the  case 
with  other  heads  of  bureaus;  but  no  president  has 
ever  before  considered  such  absences  as  constitut- 
ing a sufficient  ground  for  the  removal  of  the  head 
of  any  department  from  office.  Instead  of  the  case 
of  Mr.  Campbell  having  been  brought  within  any 
known  rule,  therefore,  his  case  has  been  made  an 
exception,  and  an  unknown  rule  applied  apparently 
to  effect  a premeditated  purpose. 

“There  would  be  some  plausibility  in  the  pre- 
tence upon  which  Mr.  Treasurer  Campbell’s  re- 
moval is  justified,  if,  like  those  western  su6-trea- 
stirers  who  were  not  removed,  but  retained  in  office 
or  re-appointed,  he  had  appropriated  to  his  own 
use,  or  caused  to  be  lost  or  wasted,  any  of  the  pub- 
lic funds  committed  to  his  charge.  But  nothing 
like  this  is  alleged;  nothing  of  the  sort  can  be  pre- 
tended. On  the  contrary,  whilst  some  hundreds 
of  millions  of  dollars  have  been  received  and  dis- 
bursed under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Campbell,  not  a 
dollar  had  been  lost  or  misapplied  through  any  ne- 
glect or  misconduct  in  the  treasurers’s  office.  All 
the  public  money  that  ever  came  within  the  control 
of  the  treasurer,  whilst  he  held  the  office,  has  been 
faithluly  kept,  and,  in  every  instance,  we  believe, 
disbursed  according  to  law.” 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal.  We  learn 
from  the  National  Intelligencer  .that  the  stockhold- 
ers of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company  as- 
sembled in  general  meelingin  Washington  on  Mon- 
day last,  when  the  “general  committee”  appointed 
by  the  stockholders  on  the  3d  of  June  last,  made  a 
very  interesting  report  in  relation  to  the  past  pro- 
ceedings of  the  company  and  its  future  prospects. 
The  report  was  adopted  by  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  meeting,  and  will,  under  a standing  order  of  the 
stockholders,  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form. 

Naval.  The  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Warren,  Wm. 
A.  Spencer,  esq.  commander,  arrived  at  Pensacola 
on  the  14th  July,  from  a cruise  down  the  gulf,  last 
from  Metamoras.  The  U.  S.  ship  Erie,  comman- 
der Taylor,  was  seen  standing  in  for  the  anchorage 
off  Tampico,  on  the  morning  that  the  Warren  took 
her  departure  from  that  place. 

The  court  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of  commodore 
Elliott,  has  adjourned;  but  from  the  mass  of  testi- 
mony to  be  examined  by  the  revising  power,  it  will 
be  some  time  before  the  opinion  is  made  known,  if 
indeed  it  be  made  known  at  all,  without  a call  from 
congress,  or  its  being  such  as  to  require  a court 
martial. 

By  reference  to  our  navy  head,  it  will  be  seen 
that  lieut.  Edwin  W.  Moore  has  resigned  his  com- 
mission in  the  U.  S.  navy;  consequently  there  can 
be  no  longer  any  doubt  of  his  having  accepted  the 
command  of  the  Texan  navy. 

[Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

Diamonds.  A daughter  of  Mr.  Swaim,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, attended  a ball  at  Saratoga,  a few  evenings 
since,  adorned  with  a circlet  of  diamonds  worth 
$20,000.  Only  think  what  a host  of  poor  sick  devils 
contributed  toward  its  purchase,  by  swallowing  her 
father’s  panacea!  [Boston  Post. 

We  despise  the  foolish  pride  which  induced  a 
parent  thus  to  decorate  his  daughter — but  would  ask 
our  brother  of  the  Post,  if  it  is  not  better  thus  to  ap- 
propriate the  profits  of  physicking  “poor  sick  de- 
vils” than  to  sport  a splendid  equipage  purchased 
with  the  hard  earnings  of  the  widow  and  the  father- 
less: And  yet  our  cities  are  crowded  with  the  lat- 

ter, and  honest  people,  who  would  “throw  physic 
to  the  dogs,”  bow  to  their  owners  and  praise  them 
as  clever  fellows! 

Mathew  Carey.  The  following  beautiful 
and  just  tribute  to  this  untiring  philanthropist,  is 
from  the  Philadelphia  U.  S.  Gazette.  The  editor 
ought  to  have  added,  that  his  charitable  efforts  ill 
behalf  of  the  poor  of  bis  own  city,  form  but  a small 
portion  of  his  good  works  to  benefit  mankind.  As 
one  of  the  most  able  advocates  of  the  American  Sys- 
tem, the  most  noble  cause  that  ever  inspired  an  Ante. 
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rican  patriot,  he  has  plaeed  his  countrymen  under 
lasting  obligations;  and  the  day  is  not  distant,  when 
his  services  will  be  acknowledged  witli  gratitude, 
even  by  those  who  most  resolutely  opposed  his 
principles. 

"Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due.  Among  the  men 
of  the  present  age  who  occupy  lofty  places  as  phi- 
lanthropists, I know  of  none  who  stand  higher  than 
our  venerable  fellow  citizen,  Mathew  Carey.  It 
is  conceded  on  all  hands,  that  were  a large  sweep 
made  into  his  numerous  charities,  and  into  his  acts 
for  the  relief  and  comfort  of  suffering  humanity, 
that  one  act  alone,  which  is  wholly  his  own,  in  con- 
ception and  execution,  of  obtaining  relief  for  the 
out-of-door  poor,  (that  is,  for  those  who  cannot, 
for  the  thousand  reasons  that  press  upon  hearts  of 
a certain  mould  and  texture,  pass  the  threshold  of 
the  almshouse),  would  stand  as  an  enviable  and 
enduring  monument  to  his  fame. 

“In  view  of  such  a charity,  how  do  the  ordinary 
acts  of  man  sink  into  insignificance!  The  strife  af- 
ter gains,  the  efforts  to  climb  the  way  to  public 
honor,  up  the  soiled  precipice  which  leads  to  it— 
how  do  these  sink  into  insignificance  in  comparison 
of  such  a work  ot  mercy  a3  this!” 

War  among  the  northern  Indians.  From 
the  St.  Louis  Republican.  By  a letter  from  a gen- 
tleman residing  at  fort  Snelling,  dated  July  10th, 
to  a house  in  this  city,  and  from  which  we  are  per- 
mitted to  take  the  following  extract,  we  learn  that  a 
most  unhappy  state  of  affairs  is  now  existing  be- 
tween the  Sioux  and  Chippeway  tribes  oflndians, 
and  great  slaughter  had  been  made  of  the  latter. 
Mercy  seems  to  have  formed  no  part  of  the  savage 
character.  One  indiscriminate  massacre  of  men, 
women,  and  children  appears  to  be  the  rule  of  war- 
fare. [It  may  elucidate  the  extract  to  state  that  a 
large  number  of  the  Chippeway  tribe  had  assem- 
bled at  fort  Snelling  to  receive  their  annuities,  and 
the  events  which  followed,  related  below,  occurred 
a few  days  prior  to  the  date  of  the  letter.]  The 
extract  says: 

“The  Sioux  and  Chippeways  have  had  a brush 
at  two  different  points  on  the  St.  Croix,  and  again 
about  thirty  miles  above  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony. 
The  Chippeways,  just  before  leaving  the  pillagers, 
I believe,  had  killed  at  Lake  Calhoun  a Sioux 
brave,  one  much  liked  and  esteemed  by  his  tribe, 
and  took  hjs  scalp;  an  hour  or  two  after  sunrise, 
the  news  having  spread  like  wild  fire,  the  Sioux, 
about  two  hundred  strong,  left  the  Falls,  ( St.  An- 
thony.) Hale-in-the-day,  a Chippeway  chief,  had 
pushed  on  with  his  party,  and  was  not  overtaken. 
The  Sioux  who  left  the  Falls  came  across  a party  of 
the  Rum  River  Band,  attacked  them  about  sun- 
rise the  next  morning,  and  killed  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three  men,  women  and  children.  This  was 
above  the  Falls.  Big  Thunder,  a Sioux  chief,  cross- 
ed the  country  in  pursuit  of  the  Strong  Ground 
Band  of  Chippeways,  and  overtook  and  fought  them 
at  St.  Croix.  Big  Thunder  told  the  Sioux  not  to 
fire  where  the  whites  were,  (Messrs.  Aitkins  and 
McLoud’s  party),  and  as  the  Chippeways  huddled 
round  the  whites,  many  of  them  thus  escaped. — 
Notwithstanding,  the  Sioux  killed  thirty-six  men 
of  the  Chippeway  party,  and  some  women  and 
children. 

“The  country  is  in  great  excitement,  and  will 
continue  so  for  some  time.  There  will  no  doubt  be 
a general  engagement  between  the  Sioux  and  Chip- 
peways before  many  months  more.  Hale-in-the- 
day,  is  a chief  not  to  be  trifled  with,  and  the  Sioux 
are  consolidating  under  Bad  Hail,  a first  rate  war- 
rior, who  has  been  to  Washington.” 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  extract  referred  to, 
and  is  an  evidence  of  the  unhappy  state  of  affairs 
existing  between  those  tribes.  The  next  news  in 
all  probability  will  be  an  account  of  the  slaughter 
of  an  equal  or  greater  number  of  the  Sioux  by  some 
band  of  the  Chippeways. 

Gen.  Scott  left  this  city  on  Monday  evening, 
the  29th  ult.  for  the  east,  via  the  Falls  and  Sacketts 
Harbor.  We  learn  what  is  almost  unnecessary  to 
state,  that  the  result  of  his  western  mission  has 
been  highly  satisfactory.  In  1832  gen.  S.  conclud- 
ed a treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes  by  which  that 
tribe  ceded  to  the  United  States,  a great  portion  of 
their  territory  in  Wisconsin,  in  exchange  for  a very 
liberal  annuity,  and  a tract  of  land  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  agreeing  at  the  same  time  to  remove. 
It  has  since  been  ascertained  that  the  tract  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  is  not  as  valuable  nor  as  extensive 
as  was  supposed  at  the  time  of  making  the  treaty 
of  ’32,  and  the  Indians  have  also  manifested  a dis- 
position not  to  remove  any  where,  although  very 
willing  to  receive  the  annuity  punctually. 

They  are  as  demoralized  a tribe  as  can  be  found 
on  the  continent,  and  serious  appprehensions  of 
trouble  were  entertained.  To  put  matters  straight. 


I and  to  allay  any  hostile  feelings  which  might  exist 
on  the  part  of  the  Winnebagoes,  was  the  object  of 
gen.  Scott’s  mission,  and  as  we  have  said  above, 
he  has  accomplished  his  undertaking.  The  In- 
dians have  accepted  a large  and  fertile  tract  of 
country  south  of  the  Missouri,  and  have  agreed 
positively  to  remove.  We  congratulate  the  citizens 
of  Wisconsin  on  this  removal  of  one  great  obstacle 
to  the  rapid  settlement  of  their  fine  territory. 

There  were  some  coincidences  during  general 
Scott’s  journey,  which  may  interest  some  of  our 
readers.  He  had  stopped  at  one  of  the  ports  of 
Wisconsin  with  the  intention  of  procuring  a con- 
veyance across  to  Fort  Winnebago;  but  being  una- 
ble to  find  any,  was  obliged  to  take  the  Illinois, 
then  on  her  way  to  Chicago,  which  he  did  on  the 
anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Chippewa.  Return- 
ing he  took  the  same  boat,  on  the  anniversary 
of  the  battle  of  Lund’s  Lane.  Blake,  the  captain 
of  the  boat,  and  as  fine  a specimen  of  the  frank, 
gallant  sailor  as  ever  lived,  was  a common  soldier 
under  Scott  at  one  of  these  battles,  and  for  his  con- 
spicuous bravery  was  by  him,  on  the  field,  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  sergeant.  Neither  party  had  for- 
gotten the  event,  which  was  duly  commemorated 
on  its  25th  anniversary.  [ Buffalo  Com.  Adver. 

From  Buenos  Ayres.  “The  British  Packet” 
of  the  25th  of  May  last,  received  at  the  Exchange 
Reading  Rooms,  contains  a long  correspondence 
between  commodore  John  Nicholson  of  the  United 
States  navy,  commanding  the  naval  forces  on  the 
coast  of  Brazil  and  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  go- 
vernor Rosas,  of  Buenos  Ayres.  It  appears  that 
the  American  commander  felt  it  incumbent  upon 
him  to  offer  his  services  as  a mediator  between  the 
government  of  the  Argentine  republic  and  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  French  government,  with  a 
view  to  reconcile  the  differences  which  have  given 
rise  to  the  existing  blockade  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

His  communication  to  that  effect  received  at  the 
hand  of  governor  Rosas  a courteous  answer,  in 
which  he  expresses  a wish  to  be  satisfied  of  the 
authority  by  which  the  commodore  acted,  to  which 
the  latter  replies  that  he  acted  by  the  verbal  au- 
thority of  the  French  charge  ct’  affaires  and  admiral. 
It  would  seem  that  the  governor  entertained  doubts 
as  to  the  power  of  the  charge  d’  affaires  to  arrange 
the  difficulty,  inasmuch  as  the  French  consul  had 
previously  stated  that  he  alone  was  authorised  to 
treat  in  the  premises,  and  the  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  France  bad  said  in  a note  that  M.  Bouchet 
de  Mirtigny,  the  charge  d’  affaires  “would  enter  upon 
his  official  duties  after  the  conclusion  of  the  differ- 
ences between  France  and  the  republic.” 

The  basis  of  an  amicable  arrangement  offered  by 
the  governor,  through  the  commodore,  secures  pro- 
tection to  the  French  persons  and  property,  and 
places  them  in  regard  to  military  duty,  as  hereto- 
fore, on  the  same  footing  with  other  nations,  with 
which  the  republic  has  notreaty.  Italsoproposesin- 
demnification  for  any  losses  justly  sustained  by  the 
French,  should  the  same  be  proved,  and  requires  a 
like  indemnity  to  Buenos  Ayrean  subjects,  together 
with  the  restoration  of  the  island  of  Martin  Garcia, 
and  restitution  for  injuries  committed  by  the 
French  along  the  shores  of  the  river  of  Plate  and 
elsewhere.  To  these  the  Ameiican  commander 
objects,  in  the  form  set  forth,  and  suggests  a mo- 
dification which  proved  unacceptable  to  the  go- 
vernor. 

As  anticipated  by  commodore  Nicholson,  the 
proposition  of  Rosas  was  rejected  by  the  French 
admiral  and  charge  d’affaires.  The  modification 
proposed  by  commodore  Nicholson  provides  for  a 
prospective  treaty,  and  that  the  indemnities  shall 
be  settled  according  to  the  law  of  nations  instead  of 
the  laws  of  Buenos  Ayres,  with  some  minor  points. 
It  seems  to  have  been  the  desire  of  both  parties  to 
constitute  H.  B Majesty  the  referee  in  the  event 
of  their  not  agreeing.  Commodore  N.  tendered  the 
use  of  the  United  States  ship  Fairfield  as  the  place 
of  meeting  of  the  parties  to  discuss  the  indemni- 
ties, as  neutral  ground,  and  appears  to  have  been 
actuated  throughout  the  affair  by  a sincere  desire  to 
bring  about  a reconciliation.  Perhaps  this  desire 
ma3r  have  induced  him  to  overlook  points  of  eti- 
quette which  the  Buenos  Ayrean  government  was 
not  so  willing  to  dispense  with — such  as  the  pre- 
sentation of  credentials  on  the  part  of  the  French 
charge  d’affaires, — before  any  official  action  could 
be  had  in  a matter  of  national  import. 

[Balt.  Amer. 

No  RUN  ON  THE  BANKS  AND  THE  EAST  NEVS'S 

from  England.  We  are  mortified  to  see  any 
portion  of  the  press  recommending  a run  on  the 
banks. 

We  object  still  more  to  the  exhortations  from 
some  profligate  quarters,  that  the  banks  and  mer- 
chants should  ship  all  their  specie  to  England. 


An  attempt  at  any  thing  of  that  kind  would  be 
suicidal  to  them.  Neither  depositors  nor  bill  hold- 
ers could  be  expected  to  look  on  quietly  and  see 
their  only  security  for  immediate  payment  torn 
from  them,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  foreigners. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  earnestly  hope,  that  while 
the  banks  make  proper  efforts  to  dischargetheir  du- 
ties to  their  creditors  here,  they  will  be  treated  with 
forbearance  and  kindness. 

Any  other  course  will,  in  the  end,  prove  as  ruin- 
ous to  the  community  at  large,  and  especially  the 
laboring  classes,  as  to  the  banks. 

It  will  not  only  derange  the  currency,  but  unset- 
tle the  prices  of  every  thing,  and  make  the  poor  and 
industrious  portions  of  society  a constant  prey  to 
sharks  in  the  form  of  brokers  and  speculators. 

Caution,  justice,  steadiness,  economy  and  reason- 
able confidence,  will  carry  all  through  the  crisis  ex- 
cept the  few,  whose  inordinate  rashness  in  the  pur- 
suit of  wealth  always  exposes  them  to  shipwreck 
in  the  lightest  squall. 

The  last  news  from  abroad,  with  the  exception 
as  to  cotton,  is  certainly  favorable. 

The  rate  of  interest  has  not  been  raised  to  six 
per  cent,  as  was  anticipated;  the  Bank  of  England 
had  not  been  run  upon  forgold  to  pay  the  dividends, 
as  some  feared;  the  rate  of  exchange  with  the  con- 
tinent appeared  improving;  the  English  stocks  did 
not  decline;  the  budget  had  been  opened,  and  the 
revenue  was  improving  instead  of  growing  worse; 
arid  the  prospect  of  the  crops  was  good. 

Cheer  up,  then.  Persevere  steadily  in  retrench- 
ment and  industry.  Put  your  own  shoulders  firmly 
to  the  wheels,  rather  than  clog  them,  and  all  will 
be  well  with  those  who  have  any  right  to  expect 
success.  [Globe. 

The  Bank  of  England.  The  N.  Y.  Times  says 
considerable  excitement  and  alarm  having  been 
created  in  the  English  commercial  world,  by  an 
announcement  in  the  Banker’s  Circular  and  many 
of  the  London  newspapers,  that  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land had  refused  to  discount  for  joint  stock  banks 
and  corn  and  cotton  speculators,  Mr.  Atwood  took 
occasion  in  the  house  of  commons  on  the  8th  July, 
to  refer  to  the  subject,  with  a view  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  statement  in  question  was  true. 

Sir  J.  R.  Reid,  governor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, promptly  disclaimed,  on  behalf  of  that  institu- 
tion, all  intention  to  impose  any  such  restriction. 
This  disavowal,  which  from  the  high  character  of 
the  individual  making  it,  may  be  received  with  im- 
plicit confidence,  puts  at  rest  all  fears  that  any  in- 
vidious distinction  will  be  made  by  the  Bank  of 
England  as  regards  bills  of  exchange  connected 
with  these  important  commodities. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  Bank  of  England  in 
contracting  its  discounts  and  augmenting  its  rate 
of  interest,  should  in  our  opinion  be  referred  to  the 
suggestions  of  a wary  policy,  unmixed  with  hostili- 
ty toward  any  particular  branch  of  trade. 

During  the  same  debate  sir  John  Reid  in  refer- 
ring to  the  gloomy  condition  of  monetary  affairs, 
said: 

“It  was  his  firm  conviction  and  belief,  that  the 
present  difficulty  was  a passing  cloud,  and  that  this 
cloud  which  overhung  them  had  not  been  produced 
by  any  action  of  the  bank,  but  by  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  by  the  balance  of  trade  being  against 
them.  He  knew  as  a merchant,  that  the  trade  of 
the  country  was  improving;  he  knew,  also,  that  a3 
the  exports  took  place  their  money  would  be  re- 
turned; and  he  had  no  doubt — no  more  anxiety — 
about  seeing  every  thing  rectified,  than  he  had  of 
seeing  the  sun  rise  to-morrow  morning.” 

NaTIONALTY  OF  WHALE  SHIPS  WITHOUT  A LI- 
CENSE RE-AFFIRMED.  In  the  U.  S.  court  for  this 
district,  judge  Betts  presiding,  some  sailors  of  the 
whale  ship  Georgia  were,  on  the  3d  instant,  tried  for 
revolt.  The  defence  was  in  part  that  the  Georgia, 
not  having  a license,  must  be  considered,  in  virtue 
of  recent  decisions,  as  a foreign  vessel — and  that, 
therefore,  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction. 

The  court,  as  reported  in  the  New  York  Express, 
thus  laid  down  the  law:  [IV.  Y.  American. 

I lay  it  down  as  a rule  of  law,  that-  persons  are 
subject  to  criminal  prosecution  for  offences  commit- 
ted on  board  American  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  or 
in  foreign  ports,  and  that  the  ownership  of  the  vessel 
determines  her  international  character,  within  the 
interpretation  of  these  laws. 

Whatever  effect  the  want  of  a license,  and  pro- 
ceeding on  a fishing  voyage  under  a register  may 
have  as  to  the  privileges  and  advantages  of  the  ship 
under  our  revenue  laws,  her  being  documented  with 
the  one  or  the  other  improperly,  does  not  denationa- 
lize the  vessel.  She  may  be  subject  to  duties  and 
disabilities  at  the  custom  house,  as  if  not  document- 
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ed  at  all,  or  as  if  she  was  a foreign  vessel,  but  no 
act  of  congress  talus  away  her  inti insic  character  of 
American  property.  But  the  court  will  go  further, 
and  say  that  vessels  under  a register,  and  not  having 
a license,  can  be  legally  employed  on  a whaling 
Voyage,  and  can  corne  into  American  ports  without 
subjecting  themselves  to  the  disadvantages  or  disa- 
bilities ot  foreign  vessels.  And  that  these  vessels 
which  go  to  the  South  Atlantic  ocean,  ought  to  be 
admitted  on  paying  American  tonnage  duties,  and 
no  duty  on  the  oil;  and  that  the  statute  which  re- 
quires a license  refers  to  a ditferent  sort  of  trade. 

Ireland.  Some  counties  of  Ireland  appear  to 
be  in  a frightful  state  of  distress.  Colonel  Percival 
recently  called  the  attention  of  the  government  to 
t^e  subject  in  the  house  of  commons.  He  said — 
"He  could  not  suffer  one  day  to  pass,  having  a 
knowledge  of  this  distressing  case,  without  putting 
a question  to  the  government  upon  it.  When  hun- 
dreds of  people  were  endeavoring  to  live  on  one 
meal  a-day,  and  that  composed  of  the  worst  de- 
scription of  potatoes,  called  lumpers,  with  the  aid  of 
wild  spinach,  he  felt  it  his  duty  at  once  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  government  to  the  fact,  and  parti- 
cularly to  the  state  of  the  people  of  Newport. 
(Hear,  hear). 

Mr.  O’Connell  thought  it  was  impossible  that 
any  discussion,  in  that  house  or  out  of  it,  could 
increase  the  amount  of  misery  in  Ireland.  (Hear.) 
Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  second  potato  crop,  the 
people  were  on  the  verge  of  starvation.  He  spoke 
with  a knowledge  of  the  state  of  things  in  Kerry, 
in  which  county  the  gentry  had  made  every  sacri- 
fice and  done  all  they  could  to  alleviate  the  suffer- 
ings of  their  poor  neighbors.  The  case  was  of  that 
pressing  nature  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  something  should  be  done  in  the  way  of  relief) 
without  the  least  delay.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Serjeant  Jackson  said  he  had  also  received 
Ihe  most  melancholy  accounts  from  the  south-west- 
ern parts  of  the  island.  He  had  received  four  let- 
ters on  this  subject  from  Bandon  and  its  neighbor- 
hood; and,  to  mention  one  fact  only,  it  appeared 
that,  out  of  a population  of  7,000  persons,  there 
were  3,000  in  a state  bordering  on  starvation,  and 

1.000  utterly  destitute.  A very  small  amount  of 
relief  from  the  government,  promptly  administered, 
would  save  great  numbers  ot  the  population  from 
perishing.  (Hear,  hear). 

The  cost  of  the  Canadas  to  Great  Bri- 
tain. John  Bull  loves  colonies  dearly,  or  else  he 
would  not  pay  so  dearly  for  them.  The  daily  pay  of 

14.000  regular  soldiers,  to  say  nothing  of  volunteers, 

who  squander  more  money  than  the  regulars,  would 
make  as  brother  Jonathan  would  guess,  a good  many 
rail  roads. — According  to  the  budget  of  the  chan- 
cellor we  see,  that  the  cost  of  keeping  the  Canadas 
is  running  the  home  treasury  ashore  If  we  had 
their  14,000  soldiers  on  our  public  works,  with  the 
officers  and  engineers,  we  would  soon  finish  up  our 
New  York  and  Erie,  and  New  York  and  Albany 
rail  roads.  The  armed  body  in  Canada  is  now  es- 
timated at  33,000  men.  [N.  Y.  Express. 

(From  the  Chancellor's  speech.) 

The  extraordinary  expenses  in  Canada  in  1837- 
38,  amounted  to  245,620/.  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penses in  the  following  year  was  701,400/.  making 
a total  ot  947,000/.  of  extraordinary  expenditure  for 
the  years  1837-38  and  1838-39,  that  is  to  the  month 
of  April,  1839.  This  included  every  article  of  ex- 
traordinary expenditure  incurred  in  Canada,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  information  I have.  For  this  amount, 
a vote  had  been  taken  on  account  of  500,000Z.  De- 
ducting this  sum  from  947,000/.  there  would  remain 
a balance  of  447,000/.  to  be  provided  for.  This 
disposed  of  the  expenditure  of  the  two  previous 
years.  I now  come  to  the  possible  expenditure  of 
the  present  year  for  Canada.  I shall  take  the  total 
expenditure  which  bears  on  the  subject  at  1,101,390/. 
that  is  for  the  year  ending  April,  1840.  Of  this 
sum  we  have  already  provided  for  500,000/.  which 
has  been  voted  on  an  estimate.  In  the  army,  navy 
and  ordinance  estimates,  the  ordinary  charges  are 
given  of  the  force  in  Canada.  This  I do  not  mean 
to  deal  with  at  present,  but  there  are  certain  other 
charges  in  the  ordinance  extraordinaries,  which  may 
be  taken.  Adding  this  amount  to  the  sum  I have 
just  mentioned,  w'e  shall  have  the  sum  of  594,- 
700/.  provided  for  by  estimates.  Deducting  this 
from  the  charge  of  1,101,300/.  there  will  remain  a 
balance  to  be  provided  for  of  506,600/.  I f this  sum 
is  added  to  the  surplus  of  447,000/.  arising  in  the 
two  previous  years,  it  will  appear  that  the  total  ex- 
traordinary expenses  incurred  in  Canada  for  the 
three  years,  and  not  yet  provided  for  is  1,053,000/. 

****** 

This  is  not  a state  of  things  that  can  be  regarded 
as  satisfactory,  and  if  I thought  that  the  extra  expendi- 
ture for  Canada  was  likely  to  become  a permanent 


charge,  I should  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  come  down 
to  the  house  to  propose  that  provision  should  be 
made  accordingly,  and  I should  leel  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  propose  a tax  to  meet  this  charge.  But  this  charge 
of  a million  does  not  apply  to  the  service  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  but  also  to  an  arrear  of  charge  for  services 
for  two  years  anterior,  and  the  whole  of  this  extra- 
ordinary expenditure  is  not  one  which  I contemplate 
as  a permanent  charge  on  the  country.  God  forbid 
that  Canada  should  continue  to  call  for  such  an  ex- 
penditure, and  that  we  should  not  see  the  time  when 
this  charge  might  be  greatly  or  entirely  reduced.  If 
the  expenditure  arises  from  circumstances  of  a tem- 
porary nature,  I do  not  think  it  would  be  prudent,  or 
that  I could  with  justice  ask  the  house  to  impose  a 
permanent  tax  to  meet  the  charge. 

[The  permanent  tax  must  come,  the  way  things 
are  managed  in  the  Canadas.] 

Sir  Allan  MacNab.  Aboutten  days  ago  some 
unfavorable  reports  reached  this  city  from  Upper 
Canada  with  respect  to  the  lion.  Allan  MacNab, 
speaker  of  the  house  of  assembly  of  that  pro- 
vince, which,  however,  no  one  believed,  though 
every  one  regretted  to  find  that  the  gallant  knight 
had  been  made  the  object  of  the  malicious  asper- 
sions of  his  enemies. 

We  now  rejoice  to  learn  from  the  Toronto  Patri- 
ot, that  the  whole  of  the  reports"  in  question  were 
altogether  void  of  foundation.  The  first  of  these 
reports  alluded  to  by  the  Patriot,  is  a charge  of 
forgery  against  sir  Allan,  which  it  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  add,  the  Patriot  contradicts  in  terms  of 
just  indignation  and  scorn.  It  is  added  that  sir  Al- 
lan has  entered  a criminal  information  against  the 
author  of  this  falsehood. 

The  next  report  related  to  the  private  embarrass- 
ments of  sir  Allan  MacNab,  which  is  stated  to 
have  originated  in  the  same  quarter.  The  third  re- 
port was  that  sir  Allan’s  property  at  Hamilton  had 
been  seized,  under  legal  proceedings,  by  the  bank 
of  Upper  Canada,  for  a debt  of  £10,000;  but  the 
report  turns  out  to  be  untrue,  as  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman owes  that  institution  not  one  farthing  for 
which  the  bank  has  not  satisfactory  security.  In 
conclusion,  the  Patriot  says: 

The  rest  of  the  slanderous  spawn  we  have  nei- 
ther time  nor  inclination  to  touch  upon,  except  to 
say,  that  the  two  or  three  additional  stories  about 
executions,  &c.  &c.  are  pitiful  small  lies,  the  con- 
sequent attendants  upon  the  great  ones,  and  we  do 
trust  the  public,  in  all  parts  of  the  province,  will 
express,  in  the  most  marked  manner  their  indigna- 
tion and  abhorence  at  the  wicked  and  malicious 
slander  wilh  which  the  honorable  and  gallant  speak- 
er has  been  covered.  [ Montreal  Gazette. 

Letter  from  sir  Isaac  Coffin.  From  the 
British  Naval  and  Military  Gazette.  It  is  again  most 
gratifying  to  us  that  we  are  the  channel  of  present- 
ing another  hundred  pounds  from  our  gallant  and 
esteemed  friend  admiral  sir  Isaac  Coffin  to  the 
royal  naval  school.  The  letter  which  we  subjoin 
from  this  noble  veteran  and  excellent  sample  of  the 
old  British  sailor,  will  warm  the  heart  of  many  a 
British  tar;  and  we  earnestly  pray  that  the  peers  and 
rich  commoners  of  the  land  may  not  be  unmindful 
of  the  appeal.  This  is  the  third  hundred  pounds 
we  have  received  from  sir  Isaac  Coffin,  for  the  same 
patriotic  purpose. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Naval  and  Military  Gazette. 

Cheltenham,  June  6,  1839. 

I have  been  sometime  fitting  for  foreign  service, 
or,  as  a landsman  would  say,  terra  incognita,  and  re- 
main ready  to  trip  my  anchor  at  a moment’s  notice. 

The  last  festival  meeting  has  revived  my  hopes 
that  our  naval  school  will  now  meet  with  encourage- 
ment from  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  cannot  fail 
to  remember  what  the  navy  have  done  to  protect 
them  from  invasion,  plunder  and  devastation. 

Wilh  such  names  as  the  earl  of  Devon  and  lord 
Yarborough  our  advocates,  we  mav  expect  the  host 
of  naval  officers  who  have  not  subscribed  will  come 
forward  to  a man,  and  make  up  for  lost  time  by  a 
very  handsome  subscription.  It  would  be  invidious 
in  me,  or  I could  mention  names  high  up  in  the  ser 
vice,  and  W'ell  able  to  contribute,  who  have  never 
subscribed  one  shilling,  sheltering  themselves  under 
the  futile  pretext  that  such  an  establishment  was 
uncalled  for;  to  those  men  I would  say  memo  morta- 
lium  omnibus  horis  sapit. 

In  return  foi  the  general  refusal  of  the  dukes  of 
the  empire,  to  support  the  school,  I wish  the  next 
time  the  country  is  in  danger  they  may  all  pass  a 
winter  off  Brest,  with  a batch  of  them  at  watch  and 
watch;  then  they  would  see  and  fee!  what  we  poor 
sailors  undergo.  A thousand  pounds  from  each  of 
the  potent  nobles  would  affect  their  pockets  much 
less  than  my  humble  donation.  I live  in  hopes  that 
they  will  yet  follow  the  duke  of  Bedford’s  example, 
and  pone  duslum.  Fearful  I may  suddenly  slip  my 


wind,  and  in  the  hurry  of  departure  forget  to  order 
(my  bankers,  Messrs.  Coutts,  & co.)  £100  to  be 
set  aside  as  my  last  effort  to  maintain  the  credit  of 
the  naval  school,  that  always  has  had  my  fervent 
prayers  for  its  success,  you  have  herewith  the  ne- 
cessary document.  Please,  when  cashed,  to  hand 
the  amount  to  my  friend,  sir  Edward  Codrington,  for 
and  on  account  of  the  institution. 

Iam,  &c.  Isaac  Coffin,  admiral. 

P.  S.  I may  now  exclaim  with  the  Greenwich 
pensioner,  “Then  put  on  my  tarpaulin  jacket,  sing, 
fiddle  and  dance  to  my  grave.” 

The  thirteen  stripes.  The  Nantucket  In- 
quirer published  the  following  article  from  a Lon- 
don periodical  of  1783,  as  corroborative  evidence- 
of  an  often  asserted  fact,  that  the  first  vessel  which 
displayed  our  national  flag  on  the  waters  of  Great 
Britain  was  a Nantucket  ship. 

The  ship  Bedford,  captain  Moores,  belonging  to 
Massachusetts,  arrived  in  the  Downs  the  3d  of 
February,  passed  Gravesend  the  4th,  and  was  re- 
ported at  the  custom  house  the  5th  instant.  She 
was  not  allowed  regular  entry  until  some  consulta- 
tion had  taken  place  between  the  commissioners 
of  the  customs  and  the  lords  of  council,  on  account 
of  the  many  acts  of  parliament  yet  in  force  against 
the  rebels  in  America.  She  is  loaded  with  487 
butts  of  whale  oil,  is  American  built,  manned 
wholly  by  American  seamen,  wears  the  rebel  co- 
lors and  belongs  to  the  island  of  Nantucket,  in 
Massachusetts.  This  is  the  first  vessel  which  dis- 
played the  thirteen  rebellious  stripes  in  any  British 
port.  The  vessel  is  at  Horsleydown,  a little  be- 
low the  tower,  and  is  intended  immediately  to  re- 
turn to  New  England. 

Donald  MacLeod,  esq.  It  will  be  seen  by 
the  following  from  the  New  York  Times  that  Donald 
MacLeod,  esq.  late  of  Washington  city,  has  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  that  paper,  and  will  hereafter 
be  its  principal  editor.  Mr.  Mac  L.  is  a bold  and 
vigorous  writer,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  his 
career  may  be  pleasant  and  profitable. 

“We  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing  to  our 
friends  and  readers,  that  Mr.  Donald  MacLeod  has 
become  a proprietor  in  the  establishment  of  The 
New  York  Times  and  Commercial  Intelligencer. — 
The  principal  charge  of  the  editorial  department 
will  berealter  devolve  on  Mr.  MacLeod,  who  is  a 
gentleman  of  experience  in  the  business  he  has 
undertaken.  The  political  character  of  the  paper 
will  remain  unchanged,  and  the  commercial  and 
news  departments  will  continue  to  be  kept  up  with 
vigor. 

“To  our  numerous  frinds  and  readers  we  feel 
grateful  for  the  support  they  have  given  to  the 
Times,  and  shall  endeavor  to  merit  increased  pa- 
tronage. 

“Mr.  MacLeod  will  enter  on  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  to-morrow.” 

The  late  commodore  Perry.  It  is  stated  in 
the  New  York  Star,  that  the  Rhode  Island  Histori- 
cal Society, at  their  recent  annual  meeting,  adopted, 
without  a dissenting  vote,  a resolution  which  has 
for  its  objiect  to  vindicate  the  truth  of  history  in  re- 
lation to  the  celebrated  victory  achieved  by  the 
late  commodore  Perry,  on  Lake  Erie.  The  merits 
of  that  heroic  commander  on  that  occasion,  have 
been  drawn  into  question,  by  several  writers  on 
American  history,  and  it  is  due  to  the  character  of 
his  native  state  to  protect  from  every  injury  hia 
well-earned  fame, 

Pride  of  birth.  Catherine,  duchess  of  Buck- 
ingham, natural  daughter  of  James  the  second  by 
the  countess  of  Dorchester,  was  so  proud  of  her 
bii  th  that  she  would  never  go  to  Versailles,  be- 
cause they  would  not  give  her  the  rank  of  princess 
of  the  blood.  At  Rome,  whither  she  went  two  op 
three  times  to  see  her  brother,  she  had  a box  at 
the  opera  distinguished  like  those  of  crowned 
heads.  She  not  only  regulated  the  ceremony  of 
her  own  burial,  apd  dressed  up  the  waxen  figure 
of  herself  for  Westminster  Abbey,  but  had  shown 
the  same  insensible  pride  on  the  death  of  her  only 
son,  dressing  his  figure,  and  sending  messages  to 
her  friends  that  if  they  had  a mind  to  see  him  lie 
in  state,  she  would  carry  them  in  conveniently  by 
the  back  door.  She  sent  to  the  old  duchess  of 
Marlborough  to  borrow  the  triumphal  car  that  had 
carried  the  duke’s  body.  Sarah,  as  mad  and  as 
proud  as  herself,  sent  her  word  that  ‘it  had  carried 
my  lord  Marlborough,  and  should  never  be  pro- 
faned by  any  other  corpse.”  The  duchess  of  Buck- 
ingham, to  mortify  her,  sent  her  word  that  “she 
had  spoken  to  her  undertaker,  and  he  agreed  to 
make  a finer  one  for  twenty  pounds.”  When  very 
ill,  she  sent  for  Mr.  Anstis,  and  settled  all  the  ce- 
remonial of  her  funeral;  and,  fearing  she  should  die 
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before  all  the  pomp  wa3  sent  home,  said — “Why 
don’t  they  send  the  canopy  for  me  to  see?  let  them 
send  it,  though  all  the  tassels  are  not  finished.” — 
And  she  made  her  attendants  vow  that,  if  she 
should  be  senseless,  they  would  not  sit  down  in  the 
room  before  she  was  dead. 

Another  hero  gone.  Jonathan  Mason,  a sol- 
dier of  the  revolution,  recently  died  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, at  the  age  of  74  years.  It  is  stated  that  he 
was  once  taken  prisoner,  and  that  being  brought 
before  general  Burgoyne,  that  officer  questioned 
him  as  follows: 

“Well  my  lad,  what  do  you  think  of  yourself 
now.” 

“Same  as  I always  did.” 

“What  do  you  think  of  being  a prisoner?” 

“Why,  I think  that  you  and  all  your  men  will  be 
in  the  same  fix  in  three  weeks.” 

“All  the  yankees  in  America  can’t  make  me  a 
prisoner  of  war.” 

“You’l  see.” 

In  three  weeks,  sure  enough,  Burgoyne  and  all 
his  men  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  yankees. 

Fortune  of  an  emigrant.  We  find  the  fol- 
lowing in  a late  New  York  paper,  every  word  of 
whicti  is  true: 

“Among  the  passengers  who  left  New  York  for 
England,  in  the  Great  Western,  w'e  perceive  the 
name  of  Mr.  Francis  Hall,  one  of  the  editors  of  the 
Commercial  Advertiser.  The  history  of  that  gen- 
tleman’s career  is  an  admirable  exemplification  of 
the  reward  which  sterling  merit  and  persevering  in- 
dustry are  sure  to  obtain  in  this  country.  He  came 
to  America  w hen  a boy  of  15  years  of  age,  a steer- 
age passenger,  and  obtained  employment  as  a carrier 
boy  of  the  Advertiser.  From  that  station  he  was 
promoted  to  the  office  of  “packer.”  Next  he  be- 
came clerk,  and  afterwards  part  proprietor  of  the 
establishment.  Now  he  is  one  of  the  principal 
owners  of  that  lucrative  concern,  and  has  amassed 
an  independent  lortune.  The  exile  who  came  to 
America  a poor  boy  in  the  steerage  of  a packet 
ship,  returns  to  his  native  land  in  the  luxurious 
cabin  of  a steam  ship,  with  honors  and  wealth  ac- 
quired by  his  own  industry.” 

Philadelphia,  as  it  was  laid  out  by  the  wise 
founder  would  have  been  truly  a surpassingly  beau- 
tiful city  at  this  day,  had  its  plan  not  been  set  aside 
by  subsequent  legislators.  Of  all  the  changes  made 
in  the  original  plot,  there  is  but  one  lor  the  better. 
William  Penn  designed  Eleventh  street,  now  so 
called,  as  the  main  thoroughfare  of  the  city  between 
the  Delaware  and  the  Schuylkill,  and  named  it 
Broad  street.  The  street  now  so  called  was  after- 
wards determined  upon  as  the  dividing  line,  and 
we  think  judiciously,  as  it  is  higher  ground.  Here, 
however,  all  compliments  to  the  founder’s  succes- 
sors must  cease.  He  designed  several  public 
squares,  large,  and  well  situated,  which  have  been 
long  covered  with  houses.  No  lanes  -or  alleys  were 
in  any  part  of  his  plan;  now  the  number  and  nar- 
rowness of  them  are  on  many  accounts  exceptiona- 
ble. Above  all,  the  most  tasteful  of  the  primitive 
designs  of  Philadelphia  has  been  ruthlessly  sub- 
verted. Penn  laid  out  the  wharves  or  landing, 
without  a house  east  of  Front  street. 

He  intended  that  the  entire  bank  of  the  river  in 
front  of  the  city  should  beleft  unoccupied  by  build- 
ings of  any  description,  and  being  planted  with 
trees,  should  form  a wide  and  shaded  promenade, 
extending  from  the  most  southern  to  the  most 
northern  point.  But  after  his  death  merchants  be- 
gan to  invade  the  sacied  ground.  The  provincial 
legislature  at  first  granted  permission  to  them  to 
build  houses  upon  the  river  bank,  the  tops  of  which 
should  not  be  higher  than  the  level  of  Front  street. 
By  degrees  further  innovations  were  made,  until  the 
whole  space  was  covered  with  buildings,  and  with 
a mean,  harrow  and  unhealthy  street  dividing  them 
along  the  line  of  the  river. 

It  cannot  be  pretended  that  ample  room  and  verge 
enough  could  not  have  been  found  west  of  Front 
street  for  all  the  immediate  or  prospective  business 
of  the  city.  To  have  stored  merchandise  a few 
yards  higher  up  could  not  have  injured  it,  and  sail 
lofts,  slop-shops,  and  sailor  boarding  houses  could 
have  flourished  equally  well,  removed  to  an  equal 
distance.  In  these  days  of  brick  and  mortar,  with 
the  thermometer  at  100,  and  the  sun  blazing  upon 
the  red  pavement,  the  citizen  confined  to  the  limits 
of  Philadelphia,  may  at  leisure  lament  the  folly  of 
his  ancestors,  who  destroyed  the  beautiful  plans 
of  good  old  William  Penn.  [Nut.  Gaz. 

Sabbath  schools  in  Lowell.  A writer  in  the 
Lowell  Courier  makes  the  lbllowing  statement. 

There  are  now  in  the  city  fourteen  regularly  or- 
ganized religious  societies,  beside  one  or  two  others 


quite  recently  established.  Ten  of  these  societies 
constitute  a Sabbath  school  union.  The  third  annu- 
al report  was  made  on  the  fourth  of  the  present 
month,  and  it  has  been  published  within  a few' days 
I derive  from  it  the  following  facts.  The  number  of 
scholars  connected  with  the  ten  schools,  at  the  time 
of  making  the  repoit,  was  4,936,  and  the  number  of, 
teachers  was  433.  making  an  aggregate  of  5,369. 
The  number  who  joined  the  school  during  the  year, 
was  3,770,  the  number  who  left  was  3,129.  About 
three  quarters  of  the  scholars  are  females.  A large 
proportion  of  the  latter  are  over  15  years  of  age,  and 
consist  of  girls  employed  in  the  mills.  More  than  five 
hundred  of  these  scholars  have,  during  the  last  year 
become  personally  interested  in  practical  piety,  and 
more  than  six  hundred  have  joined  themselves  to  the 
several  churches.  Now,  let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
there  are  four  or  five  other  Sunday  schools  in  the 
city,  some  of  which  are  large  and  flourishing,  not 
included  in  this  statement.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind, 
too,  that  a great  proportion  of  these  scholars  are  the 
factory  girls,  and  furthermore,  that  these  most  grati- 
fying resulls,  just  given,  have  nothing  in  them  extra- 
ordinary— they  are  only  the  common,  ordinary  results 
of  several  of  the  past  years.  There  has  been  no 
unusual  excitement,  no  noise,  no  commotion.  Si- 
lently', quietly,  unobstrtisively,  from  Sabbath  to  Sab- 
bath, in  these  little  nurseries  of  truth,  duty  and  re- 
ligion, has  the  good  seed  been  sowing  and  springing 
up — watered  by  the  dews  and  warmed  by  smiles  of 
heaven — to  everlasting  life. 

I said,  after  making  some  statements  in  relation  to 
the  rate  of  mortality,  during  certain  years,  among 
our  manufacturing  population,  that  these  results 
could  hardly  find  a parallel  in  medical  statistics.  I 
now  ask,  and  I trust  that  I may  do  so  without  any 
vain  boasting  or  presuinplion,  whether  the  moral  or 
religious  statistics  of  any  part  of  moral  and  religious 
New  England  can  furnish  more  gratifying  results 
than  those  which  I have  just  given.  Let  us  look  at 
them  once  more.  In  a population  of  about  20,000 
souls — somewhat  less,  probably,  than  this — there  are 
fifteen  religious  societies,  ten  of  w'hich  have  con- 
nected with  their  Sunday  schools,  in  the  capacities 
of  teachers  or  scholars,  more  than  five  thousand  in- 
dividuals.  If  to  these  we  now  add  the  scholars  anil 
teachers  in  the  remaining  schools,  we  shall  have  an 
aggregate  of  more  than  six  thousand  souls,  nearly 
one  third  of  the  entire  population,  connected  with 
the  Sunday  schools.  This  is  no  place  for  invidious 
comparisons,  and  I will  make  none;  but  I may  ask 
with  some  confidence,  I think,  whether  these  facts 
are  very  compatible  with  the  existence  of  a corrupt, 
debased,  licentious  and  morally  deteriorating  popu- 
lation. 

Miraculous  escape — a child  rescued  from 
a panther!  Last  Saturday  forenoon,  Mr.  James 
Rannev  and  wife,  who  live  about  9 miles  east  of 
this  village,  in  the  town  of  Watson,  left  home  on 
business,  leaving  their  house  in  charge  of  their 
oldest  child,  a girl  aged  about  12  years.  Near 
noon  the  girl  heard  the  infant,  aged  14  months, 
which  had  been  laid  while  asleep  on  a bed  in  an 
adjoining  bed  room,  utter  a horrid  screech,  upon 
which  she  immediately  ran  to  its  relief,  and  ima- 
gine her  feelings  upon  opening  the  door,  to  see  a 
panther  with  the  babe  in  its  mouth,  leaping  from 
an  open  window  immediately  over  the  bed!  But 
she,  like  a true  heroine,  sprang  upon  the  bed  and 
then  out  of  the  window,  screaming  at  the  height 
of  her  voice,  and  upon  being  joined  by  the  other 
children  about  the  house,  pursued  the  panther  at 
her  utmost  speed.  They  follow'ed  it  about  forty 
rods  to  a pair  of  bars  which  separated  the  clearing 
from  the  forest,  at  which  place  the  girl  states  that 
she,  approached  to  within  15  or  20  feet  of  the  pan- 
ther, when  it  relinquished  its  hold  of  the  child, 
leapt  the  bars  and  made  its  way  into  the  woods, 
The  infant  was  picked  up  almost  strangled  from 
its  rapid  movement  through  the  grass  and  sand, 
which  had  filled  its  mouth  and  eyes,  but  soon  re- 
covered, and  is  now  well,  save  a few  scratches 
about  its  body,  which  have  the  appearance  of  hav- 
ing been  made  by  the  panther’3  teeth.  These 
marks  are  very  plain,  and  there  are  several  blood- 
blisters  raised  where  the  teeth  in  slipping  came  in 
contact.  The  girl  states  that  the  pantherdropped  the 
child  once  before  arriving  at  the  fence,  and  it  is 
supposed  the  giving  au'ay  of  the  clothing  was  the 
cause,  as  they  were  much  torn. 

We  have  the  above  particulars  from  unquestiona- 
ble authority,  and  the  probability  of  the  story  will 
not  be  quesiioned,  when  it  is  known  that  the  im- 
mense forest  east  of  the  river  is  inhabited  by  pan- 
thers, and  that  at  this  season  of  the  year  they  fre- 
quently ate  the  personification  offainine  itself,  which 
tact  accounts  for  its  approaching  the  dwelling,  the 
tardiness  of  its  movements,  and  its  inability  to  leap 
the  bars  with  its  prey  in  its  mouth,  as  we  under- 


stand it  made  two  ineffectual  efForts  before  giving 
it  up.  [Loivville,  (Ky.)  Journal. 

History.  From  the  Virginia  Advocate.  Messrs. 
Editors:  The  Richmond  Whig  and  National  In- 

telligencer, with  I know  not  how  many  papers  be- 
sides, have  lately  published  a letter  purpoiting  to 
be  from  John  Adams  to  some  male  friend,  (com- 
mencing, “Dear  sir,”)'  and  dated  July  4th,  1776, 
mentioning  the  adoption  of  the  great  act  of  inde- 
pendence, and  predicting  the  glory  which,  through 
future  times,  would  encircle  the  annual  returns  of 
that  day. 

Now%  it  happens  that  the  letter  in  question  was 
addressed  to  no  man;  but  to  the  wife  of  Mr.  Adams. 
That  lady,  than  whom  none  that  ever  lived  better 
deserved  to  be  the  wife  of  such  a patriot,  shared 
most  intimately  all  the  hopes,  knowledge  and  cdhn- 
sels  of  her  brave  and  virtuous  husband.  No  sage 
or  hero  of  the  times  had  a wiser  mind,  or  a manlier 
heart.  It  was  this  character  of  hers  which  made 
Mr.  Adams  address  her  in  a style  not  usual  towards 
women,  but  such  as  one  statesman  would  employ 
towards  another,  his  equal,  and  bosom  friend.  And 
it  was  no  doubt  this  style  which  misled  some  news- 
paper editors,  several  years  ago,  into  the  error  now 
committed  by  the  Intelligencer  and  Whig,  for  it 
does  not  begin  with  them. 

You  will  find  the  true  version  of  the  letter  on 
page  329  of  Niles’  valuable  book  of  documents  call- 
ed “Principles  and  Acts  of  the  Revolution,”  which 
I have  now  before  me.  Mr.  Niles  took  it  from  a 
Boston  paper,  to  which  it  was  communicated  by 
the  late  judge  Rufus  Dawes,  who  had  received  if, 
he  says,  from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Adams  himself. 
The  true  date  of  the  letter  is  July  3d — not  Ihe  4th 
— and  it  is  the  2d  of  July  (when  the  resolve  to  de- 
clare independence  was  finally  adopted)  that  Mr. 
Adams  says  “will  be  a memorable  epocha  in  the 
history  of  America.” 

Of  this  day,  (the  2d  of  July),  Mr.  Adams  goes 
on  to  say — 

“I  am  apt  to  believe  that  it  will  be  celebrated  by 
succeeding  generations  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival,  it  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day 
of  deliverance,  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  God 
Almighty.  It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp, 
shows,  games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires  and  illu- 
minations, from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  from  this  time  forward  for  ever. 

“You  will  think  me”  (he  continues)  “transported 
with  enthusiasm;  but  I am  not.  I am  well  aware 
of  the  toil,  and  blood,  and  treasure  that  it  will  cost 
us  to  maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and 
defend  these  states.  Yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I 
can  see  the  rays  of  light  and  glory.  I can  see  that 
the  end  is  more  than  worth  all  the  means,  and  that 
posterity  will  triumph,  although  you  and  I may  rue 
it — which  I hope  we  shall  not.” 

These  passages,  and  others  from  the  same  letter, 
are  woven  by  Mr.  Webster  into  the  noble  speech 
which,  in  his  eulogy  on  Adams  and  Jefferson,  he 
imagines  to  have  been  uttered  by  the  former  in  sup- 
port of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  By  a 
singular  accumulation  of  blunders,  that  speech  has, 
of  late  years,  been  copied  into  newspapers  (and 
Massachusetts  newspapers  too)  as  a real  one  of 
John  Adams,  and  not  as  a mere  felicity  of  Mr. 
Webster’s  imagination. 

It  seems  to  me,  Messrs.  Editors,  that  these  mis- 
takes are  worth  correcting;  especially  that  which 
defrauds  Mrs.  Adams  of  the  high  place  belonging 
to  her  in  history,  as  the  partner  of  a pure  and  great 
patriot’s  public  plans,  no  less  than  of  his  tender 
affections.  L. 

The  case  of  Jacob  Ridgway  and  others. 
At  Philadelphia,  the  court  of  common  pleas,  before 
which,  under  a writ  of  habeus  corpus,  the  evidence 
of  an  alledged  conspiracy  by  Jacob  Ridgway,  Daniel 
Mann  and  T.  W.Doytl,  to  defraud  the  creditors  of  the 
latter,  was  examined,  have  unanimously  discharged 
Mr.  Ridgway.  The  opinion  of  the  court  was  deliver- 
ed by  judge  Randall.  We  take  the  occasion  again 
to  remark  briefly  upon  the  conduct  of  certain  jour- 
nals in  cases  of  this  kind.  All  the  ex-parte  testi- 
mony offered  before  the  mayor  during  the  examina- 
tion, which  resulted  in  his  binding  over  the  parties 
above  named  on  a charge  of  conspiracy,  was  spread 
be  foie  the  public,  without  their  having  the  privi- 
lege of  explaining  or  contradicting  it,  and  their 
characters,  which  should  no;  have  suffered  in  such 
a case,  any  taint  until  a verdict  by  a jury  should 
have  proved  them  guilty,  were  thus  exposed  to  all 
the  imputations  attendant  upon  an  actual  convic- 
tion. For  our  own  part,  we  cannot,  having  in 
view  this  wrong  done  to  a citizen,  who  is  now  dis- 
charged as  wholly  innocent.,  after  a fair  investiga- 
tion of  the  case,  discover  any  public  good  which 
may  be  supposed  to  balance  the  private  injury 
which  may  be  inflicted  in  this  manner.  We  have 
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seen  in  numerous  journals  published  at  a distance, 
mention  of  the  “conspiiacy,”  and  of  the  parties,  as 
if  proven  guilty.  The  presses  which  caused  this 
injustice  cannot  now  repair  it,  but  it  should  at  least 
be  a lesson  lor  their  future  consideration. 

[ Nat . Gaz. 

Cattle  and  railways.  A complete  revolu- 
tion is  being  made  in  the  mode  by  which  the  sup- 
plies exhibited  at  Smithfield  cattle  market  for  sale 
are  received. — Previously  to  the  formation  of  rail- 
ways, the  whole  of  the  stock — with  the  exception 
of  the  calves  from  Essex,  which,  from  time  imme- 
morial, have  been  conveyed  by  wagons — arrived  at 
the  above  market  by  drift;  but  now  the  case  is  quite 
different.  Since  the  opening  of  the  Southampton 
line,  all  the  most  extensive  graziers  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight  have  transmitted  their  lambs  by  this  convey- 
ance. By  the  Great  Western  and  Birmingham  roads 
the  receipts  have  been  large;  but  by  far  greater 
things  are  expected,  immediately  the  northern  and 
eastern  railway  (or  Cambridge  line)  is  completed, 
since  a direct  conveyance  will  be  secured  from  our 
grazing  districts.  Oil  an  accurate  calculation  we 
find  but  little,  if  any,  difference  exists  between  the 
sums  charged  by  the  railway  companies  and  those 
by  the  drovers;  but  when  the  excellent  condition  in 
which  the  stock  arrives  is  taken  into  consideration, 
every  disinterested  person  must  admit  that  the  trans- 
mission by  railway  is  advantageous  botli  to  the  sel- 
ler and  purchaser — the  former  receiving,  in  many 
instances,  higher  rates  than  those  whose  stock  has 
been  driven  to  market,  the  latter  being  far  less  liable 
to  be  deceived  in  the  weighing  qualities,  since  it  is  a 
well  known  fact,  that  all  kinds  of  stock,  which  tra- 
vel far,  lose  a considerable  portion  of  their  internal 
fat.  [Farmer's  Mag. 

Navigation  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Extract 
of  a letter  dated,  Melamoras,  June  22.  “The  Unit- 
ed States  sloop  of  war  "Vandalia,  captain  Levy,  is 
now  at  anchor  oft’  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte,  having  arrived  there  on  the  19th  from  Pensa- 
cola, whence  she  sailed  on  the  8th  instant.  Cap- 
tain Levy  and  some  other  of  the  ship’s  officers  are 
now  in  this  place,  having  come  up  the  river  with  a 
boat’s  crew  of  12  men.  Capt.  L.  informs  me  that 
the  ascent  was  not  effected  without  much  hard  tug- 
ging and  tracking,  and  some  wading.  This  is  the 
first  time  a national  boat  of  tile  United  States  has 
ever  accomplished  this  feat,  (which  occupied  two 
days,)  or  visited  Metatnoras. — The  well  known  per- 
severance and  energy  of  captain  Levy,  herein  ex- 
emplified, deserve  commendation,  particularly  when 
we  consider  the  memento  which  his  presence  gives 
to  Mexicans  of  the  vigilance  of  our  government  in 
protecting  the  rights  of  its  merchants  and  citizens 
here,  against  the  captious  officers  and  rapacious  peo- 
ple of  a needy  government.  Captain  Levy  speaks 
of  the  Rio  Grande  as  one  of  bold  majestic  aspect, 
and  having  a channel  of  from  fourteen  to  twenty  or 
more  feet  in  depth,  with  its  banks  most  perpendicu- 
lar. It  is  thought  to  be  easily  navigated  by  steam. 
The  distance,  however,  from  the  sea  to  this  place,  is 
about  ninety  miles  by  the  river,  though  by  the  road 
it  is  but  about  thirty-six  miles.” 


FROM  NORTHEASTERN  TEXAS. 

By  a gentleman  arrived  yesterday  from  Nacog- 
doches, Texas,  via  Natchitoches  and  Red  River, 
we  learn  that  considerable  excitement  prevails  in 
the  neighborhood  of  St.  Augustine  and  Nacogdo- 
ches, in  relation  to  the  hostile  movement  of  Bowles, 
the  Cherokee  chief,  who,  it  is  feared,  contemplates 
a hostile  invasion.  General  Rusk  had  sent  ex- 
presses in  different  directions  for  all  the  militia  to 
turn  out,  and  had  already  collected  nearly  one  thou- 
sand men.  His  camp,  when  our  informant  left,  was 
within  two  miles  and  a half  of  that  of  Bowles,  and 
an  engagement  was  hourly  anticipated. 

Bowles,  in  the  meantime,  was  hourly  receiving 
reinforcements  from  Arkansas,  and  the  struggle  was 
expected  to  be  severe. 

There  is  little  doubt,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Na- 
cogdoches, that  Bowles  has  an  understanding  with 
the  Mexican  authorities,  and  that  he  ha3  been  in- 
stigated to  this  hostile  movement  by  a promise  of 
immense  grants  in  Texas  in  case  he  succeeds,  and 
that  moreover  the  Mexicans  have  agreed  to  attack 
the  western  frontier  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Antonio 
or  Goliad  to  instigate  him  still  farther.  We  are 
anxiously  looking  lor  the  results  of  the  action  near 
Fort  Houston,  at  the  forks  of  the  Sabine  and  the 
Trinity,  which  must  have  taken  place  on  the  13th 
or  14th  instant,  unless  a treaty  had  been  effected  be- 
tween the  vice  president  of  Texas  and  Bowles,  of 
which  there  was  little  hopes. 

The  Kickapoos,  a warlike  and  dangerous  tribe, 
whose  skill  with  the  rifle  is  said  to  be  as  great  as 
that  of  the  Tennesseeans,  Kentuckians  or  Texans, 
have  joined  Bowles,  who  is  spoken  of  as  shrewd, 


designing  and  ambitious  chief,  well  educated,  and 
perlectly  conversant  with  the  English  language. 
The  Texans  desire  no  treaty  with  the  Indians — 
all  they  want  is  a war  of  extermination,  since  they 
have  learned  the  treachery  of  Bowles.  The  latter 
has  always  pretended  to  act  a perfectly  friendly  part; 
but  the  interception  of  several  letters  lately,  to  the 
authorities  of  Mexico,  has  shown  him  in  his  true 
colors.  [New  Orleans  Pic. 

LATER  NEWS. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bee,  July  29. 

The  following  highly  interesting  letter  to  the  edi- 
tors of  this  paper  was  received  yesterday  by  the 
steamer  Velocipede,  from  Red  River: 

Natchitoches,  July  29,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  Enclosed  yo  will  herewith  receive 
an  official  report  of  an  engagement  which  took 
place  on  the  15lh  inst.  and  a letter  from  gen.  Rusk, 
dated  the  17th  instant,  75  miles  northwest  of  Na- 
cogdoches, Texas,  between  a large  body  of  Chero- 
kees,  Caddoes,  and  other  Indians,  and  the  troops  un- 
der the  command  of  brig.  gen.  K.  H.  Douglass,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  the  enemy  sustained  a heavy 
loss. 

Taken  from  the  Red  Lander , a newspaper  at  San 
Augustine,  Texas,  dated  July  20,  1839. 

Head  quarters,  camp  Carter,  July  16,  1839. 

To  the  hon.  Sydney  Johnson,  secretary  of  war: 

Sir:  On  yesterday  the  negotiation  on  the  part  of 
the  commissioners  having  failed,  under  your  order 
the  whole  force  was  put  in  motion  towards  the  en- 
campment of  Bowles,  on  theNeches.  Colonel  Lan- 
drum crossed  on  the  west  side  of  the  Neches,  and 
marched  up  the  river;  the  regiment  under  colonels 
Burleson  and  Rusk  moved  directly  to  the  camp  of 
Bowles. 

Upon  reaching  it,  it  was  found  to  be  abandoned. 
Their  trail  was  ascertained,  and  a rapid  pursuit 
made.  About  six  miles  above  their  encampment, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Delaware  village,  at  the  head 
of  a prairie,  they  were  discovered  by  the  spy  com- 
pany, under  captain  J.  Carter,  and  a detachment  of 
25  men  from  captain  Todd’s  company,  led  by  ge- 
neral Rusk.  The  enemy  displayed  from  the  point 
of  a hill — gen.  Rusk  motioned  to  them  to  come  on 
— they  advanced  and  fired  four  or  five  times,  and 
immediately  occupied  a thicket  and  ravine  on  the 
left. 

As  we  advanced,  the  lines  were  immediately 
formed  and  the  action  became  general.  The  ravine 
was  instantly  charged  and  flanked  on  the  left 
by  colonel  Burleson,  and  a part  of  his  regiment;  the 
rest  of  Burleson’s  regiment  were  led  by  lieutenant 
colonel  Wo'odleff.  A portion  of  general  Rusk’s  regi- 
ment charged  at  the  same  time,  and  another  portion 
took  a position  on  a point  of  a hill  to  the  right,  and 
drove  a party  who  attempted  to  flank  us  from  that 
quarter;  thus  instantly  driving  the  enemy  from  the 
ravine  and  thicket,  leaving  eighteen  dead  on  the 
field,  that  have  been  found,  and  carrying  off,  as  usu- 
al, their  wounded,  as  was  seen  by  our  men. 

Our  loss  was  two  killed,  one  wounded  mortally, 
and  five  slightly,  to  wit:  D.  H.  Rodgers,  of  captain 
Tipp’s  company;  John  Crane,  of  Harrison’s  compa- 
ny; H.  P.  Cronson,  of  same;  Hooper,  H.  M.  Smith, 
and  Ball,  of  Burleson’s  command;  James  Anderson, 
of  captain  Lewis’s  company;  Solomon  Albright,  of' 
captain  Vansickle’s  company;  Geo.  S.  Daughter,  of 
captain  Box’s  company,  slightly. 

Col.  Landrum  was  not  able,  having  so  much 
further  to  march,  to  participate  in  the  engagement, 
but  has  been  ordered  to  join  this  morning.  All  be- 
haved so  gallantry,  that  it  would  be  invidious  to  par- 
ticularize. The  action  commenced  about  half  an 
hour  before  sunset,  which  prevented  pursuit.  Most 
of  their  baggage  was  captured,  3 kegs  of  powder, 
250  lbs.  of  lead,  and  many  horses,  cattle,  corn  and 
other  property.  By  order  of 

K.  H.  DOUGLASS, 
Brigadier  general  commanding  T.  A. 

James  S.  Mayfield,  aid- de  camp. 

A letter  from  general  Rusk,  dated  17th  instant, 
has  also  just  reached  this  place,  in  which  he  re- 
marks: “We  have  had  another  engagement  to-day 
with  the  Indians,  who  occupied  a very  strong  posi- 
tion. The  contest  lasted  an  hour  and  a half,  when 
we  charged  and  drove  them  from  their  station,  in 
which,  however,  they  sustained  considerable  loss, 
the  amount  of  which  is  not  yet  ascertained.  Bowles 
was  found  among  the  dead. 

“Their  number  was  very  considerable,  I think 
500  or  600.  Our  loss  was  2 men  killed  and  upwards 
of  20  wounded,  amongst  whom  are  my  brother  and 
major  Augustine,  of  San  Augustine  county.”  We 
are  happy  to  learn  that  every  precaution  has  been 
taken  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and  there- 
by prevent  a protracted  war.  We  shall  anxiously 
await  further  intelligence  from  that  quarter,  and 
will  endeavor  to  keep  our  readers  promptly  and  cor- 
recily  advised  on  this  important  subject. 


AFFAIRS  IN  FLORIDA. 

Tullahasse,  July  17,  1839. 

On  Saturday  night,  between  nine  and  ten  o’clock, 

| the  family  of  Mr.  Green  Chairs — living  about  ten 
miles  from  town — were  attacked  by  the  Indians, 
and  his  wife  and  tw’o  children  killed. 

Mrs.  Chairs  was  sitting  by  the  table  sewing,  sur- 
rounded by  her  interesting  family,  consisting  of  her 
husband  and  six  children.  Mr.  Chairs  was  reposing 
on  the  bed,  in  the  same  room,  when  an  Indian  rifle 
was  fired,  and  Mrs.  C.  fell  dead  from  her  chair!  Mr. 
C.  instantly  sprang  from  the  bed,  blew  out  the  can- 
dle, closed  the  door  and  windows,  and  seizing  his 
gun  took  his  stand,  with  the  determination  to  kill 
one  Indian  at  all  hazards  when  they  should  attempt 
to  enter  the  house.  The  Indians,  however,  ap- 
proached the  house  in  such  a way  as  to  be  unseen 
by  Mr.  C.  and  proceeded  to  set  fire  to  the  dwelling 
and  out-houses  on  the  premises.  Soon  after  the 
dwelling  house  caught  fire,  Mr.  C.  started  four  of 
the  largest  children  out  at  the  back  door,  and  told 
them  to  escape  to  the  next  neighbor's;  they  did  ef- 
fect their  escape,  and  were  all  saved;  the  eldest, 
however,  a young  lady  about  seventeen,  was  disco- 
vered by  the  Indians,  who  gave  her  chase,  and  were 
well  nigh  making  her  a victim;  but  she  had  taken 
the  precaution,  as  she  was  leaving  the  house,  to 
take  with  her  a dark  cloak,  and  when  she  found 
herself  so  closely  pursued  by  the  savages,  she  sud- 
denly fell  in  the  bushes,  and,  throwing  this  garment 
over  her  person,  concealed  herself  from  the  keen 
eye  of  her  ruthless  pursuers.  The  Indians,  she  says, 
passed  within  three  feet  of  her!  This  young  lady’s 
life  was  saved  so  narrowly  as  to  make  the  blood 
run  cold  even  at  the  thought;  and  it  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  it  is  entirely  attributable  to  her  pre- 
sence of  mind. 

So  rapid  was  the  fire,  and  so  great  the  consterna" 
tion  produced  upon  Mr.  C.  by  the  sudden  death  o* 
his  wife,  that,  in  making  his  own  flight  from  the 
house,  he  forgot  his  two  youngest  children — the  one 
about  two  years  old,  and  the  other  a babe  of  six 
months — and  they  were  bolh  burned  to  ashes!  In- 
formation of  Ibis  horrid  transaction  reached  our  city 
during  the  night,  and  our  citizens  were  aroused  by 
the  beating  of  the  drum,  and  fhe  stirring  prepara- 
tions to  go  in  pursuit  of  the  foe.  About  sunrise,  the 
“minute  men,”  a mounted  company  under  the  com- 
mand of  capt.  Hugh  Fisher,  started  in  pursuit;  and, 
after  visiting  the  scene  of  murder  and  outrage,  took 
the  trail  of  the  Indians,  and  followed  it  some  miles, 
when,  owing  to  a very  heavy  rain  which  fell  during 
their  pursuit,  they  lost  it,  and  were  obliged  to  re- 
turn. The  minute  men  are  still  out  scouring  the 
country.  [Star. 

Tallahassee,  ( Florida ),  July  27. 

Two  wagons,  with  an  escort  of  eight  men,  left 
Fort  Frank  Brooke,  Deadman’s  bay,  on  Monday 
morning  last,  and,  after  proceeding  near  half  I he  dis- 
tance to  Fort  Andrews,  Henderson,  the  hospital 
steward,  with  five  men,  was  fired  on  by  a party  of 
Indians  from  a hammock  near  the  road.  Hender- 
son and  Parks  fell  dead.  The  horse  of  another  of 
the  escort,  being  shot,  fell,  and  entangled  the  teg  of 
his  rider  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  his  rising. 
On  the  near  approach  of  the  Indians  the  horse  rose; 
the  rider,  at  the  same  time  remounting,  was  borne 
off  to  the  parly  and  the  three  joined  the  wagons.  One 
man,  being  sent  back  to  Fort  Frank  Brooke,  returned 
with  an  increased  force.  They  found  the  body  of 
Parks  horribly  mutilated,  his  eyes  dug  out,  his  throat 
cut,  and  other  disgusting  outrages  committed  on  his 
body.  The  body  of  Henderson  had  been  removed, 
and  could  not  be  found.  The  enemy  was  trailed 
some  distance  without  finding  them.  Scouts  are  still 
in  pursuit. 

St.  Augustine,  July  25. 

The  way  the  money  goes. — A small  schooner  char- 
tered by  government  at  $600  a month,  returned  here 
on  Friday  from  New  Smyrna,  a distance  of  60  miles, 
having  performed  the  voyage  in  the  short  space  of 
thirty-nine  days — the  sixty  miles  out,  was  perform- 
ed in  thirty  days.  All  humane  persons  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  learn  that  though  the  land  road  between  this 
and  Smyrna  is  unsafe,  the  anchorage  is  in  many  pla- 
ces excellent  and  fishing  grounds  delightful! 

From  one  end  of  Florida  to  the  other,  we  have 
heard  the  following  story  told,  never  contradicted, 
and  therefore  should  not  doubt  it  to  be  true.  A little 
steamboat  drawing  21  inches  of  W'ater,  was  offered 
for  sale  to  an  officer  of  government  on  the  west  coast, 
at  $ 5,000 , and  refused;  but  was  taken  into  service, 
and  retained  about  a year  at  three  hundred  dollars  a 
day.  Eighty  odd  thousand  dollars  have  been  paid 
for  her  hire,  and  about  ten  thousand  more  remains 
in  dispute.  [Herald. 

St.  Augustine,  July  27. 

The  following  gentlemen  of  Florida  have  been  in- 
structed by  his  excellency  gov.  Call,  to  repair  to 
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Washington,  and  confer  with  the  president,  and  urge 
on  him  the  adoption  of  the  necessary  measures,  not 
only  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  but  the  success- 
ful prosecution  of  the  war:  honorable  Charles  Down- 
ing, his  honor  R.  Randall,  W.  H.  Brockenboro,  esq. 
S.  K.  Walker,  esq.  col.  G.  S.  Hawkins. 

The  hon.  Charles  Downing  will  leave  for  Wash- 
ington on  Wednesday  next.  [Nexvs. 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Baltimore 
Patriot,  dated  St.  Augustine,  July  24. 

In  a former  letter  I ventured  to  suggest  the  opi- 
nion to  you  that  the  humbug  treaty  made  by  gen. 
Macomb  with  some  common  Indians  would  not  be 
regarded  by  the  Indians  generally — that  their  regu- 
lar chiefs  and  head  men  having  been  all  removed  or 
dead,  the  scattered  vagabonds  who  remained  for 
purposes  of  murder,  rapine  or  revenge,  could,  and 
ought  not  to  be  treated  with  as  if  they  were  a regu- 
lar nation,  who  could  enforce  and  observe  obliga- 
tions. The  Indians,  I told  you  further,  were  out 
of  ammunition,  and  were  anxious  for  a truce  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  in  supplies  for  a renewal  of 
the  war.  All  my  predictions,  I fear,  are  about  to 
be  realized. 

A week  has  now  passed  by  after  the  time  limit- 
ed by  the  general  for  their  removal  to  the  southern 
boundary,  but  not  one  of  them  has  gone!  On  the 
contrary  they  have  given  several  strong  indications 
of  a settled  purpose  to  remain  and  renew  the  mas- 
sacres! 

The  negroes  of  Mr.  Kingsley,  on  Drayton  Island, 
about  seventy  miles  from  here  on  the  St.  John’s 
river,  have  within  a few  days  been  driven  off  by  a 
party  oflndians,  who  took  all  their  provisions,  and 
informed  them  that  they  intended  to  renew'  the  war 
at  the  next  new  moon! 


THE  YOUNG  MEN’S  CORRESPONDENCE 
WITH  GOVERNOR  SEWARD. 

New  York , July  20,  1839. 

Jo  his  excellency  governor  Seward: 

Sir:  We  have  been  appointed  a committee  of  the 
general  committee  of  whig  young  men  of  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York,  to  communicate  to  your 
excellency  the  enclosed  preamble  and  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted  at  their  meeting  of  last  even- 
ing. It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  add  anything  to 
the  action  of  the  committee,  beyond  the  expression 
of  our  sincere  acquiescence  in  the  propriety  of  the 
course  which  has  met  with  their  unanimous  ap- 
proval. 

With  assurances  of  the  most  respectful  conside- 
ration and  attachment,  we  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  excellency’s  friends  and  servants, 

John  O.  Sargent, 

R.  C.  Wetmore, 

Jas.  F.  Freeborn, 
Jas.  Hillyer, 

James  R.  Wood, 
Hamilton  Fish, 

A.  W.  Bradford, 

Wm.  Turner. 

In  general  committee  of  whig  young  men  of  N.  York. 

Friday,  July  19,  1839. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

“Whereas,  it  has  been  stated  in  the  official  or- 
gan of  the  corporation,  that  a correspondence  took 
place  between  a committee  of  the  common  council 
and  governor  Seward,  having  reference  to  the  re- 
cent reception  of  the  president,  and  that  the  letter 
of  governor  Seward,  in  reply  to  that  of  the  com- 
mittee, was  of  a ‘disrespectful  and  abusive  charac- 
ter;’ 

“And  whereas,  the  committee  of  the  common 
council,  by  their  studied  silence  and  by  their  omis- 
sion to  publish  the  correspondence  in  question, 
have  countenanced  and  encouraged  this  statement 
of  their  official  organ; 

“And  whereas,  the  members  of  this  committee 
repose  a confidence  in  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
state,  the  first  choice  of  the  young  men  of  New 
York,  which  assures  them  that  he  is  incapable  of 
doing  any  act  unworthy  the  relations  of  his  office 
or  disrespectful  towards  the  common  council  of  this 
city  or  any  portion  of  his  constituents; 

Therefore,  resolved,  that  a committee  of  eight, 
including  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  be  ap- 
pointed to  communicate  with  governor  Seward, 
and  request  a copy  of  the  correspondence  referred 
to  for  the  press,  that  it  may  be  submitted  to  that 
judgment  of  the  people,  which  is  the  only  true  test 
of  public  measures  and  public  men.” 

Albany,  July  26,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I am  instructed  by  the  governor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
to  him  of  the  20th  ult.  Personally  he  has  no  mo- 
tive for  desiring  the  publication  or  suppression  of 


the  correspondence  to  which  it  refers.  Without 
regard  to  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  committee 
for  their  request,  he  does  not  feel  himself  at  liberty 
to  withhold  information  relative  to  his  official  con- 
duct, where  it  is  called  for  by  a respectable  num- 
ber of  his  fellow  citizens,  whether  their  views  con- 
cur with,  or  differ  from  his  own. 

A copy  of  the  correspondence  is  therefore  trans- 
mitted. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
SAM’L.  BLATCHFORD,  private  secretary. 

John  O.  Sargent,  R.  C.  Wetmore  Jas.  F.  Free- 
born, Jas.  Hillyer,  James  R.  Wood,  Hamilton 
Fisk,  A.  W.  Bradford,  Wm.  Turner,  esqrs. 

(copy). 

June  29,  3839. 

Sir:  The  committee  of  the  common  council  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  appointed  to  make  suitable 
arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  respectfully  invite  yourself  and 
military  family  to  participate  with  them  and  their 
fellow  citizens  in  his  reception,  on  the  2d  July  next, 
to  meet  this  committee  at  the  City  Hall,  at  9^ 
o’clock,  A.  M.to  proceed  on  board  the  steamboat, 
to  meet  him  at  Jersey  City.  By  order  of  the  com- 
mittee. THOS.  G.  TALMADGE,  Ch’n. 

To  his  excellency  governor  Seward. 

(copy). 

Albany,  June  30,  1839. 

Sir:  I have  this  evening  received  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  in  which,  as  chairman  of  a committee  of 
the  common  council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  you 
invite  me  to  participate  with  the  common  council 
and  their  fellow-citizens  in  the  reception  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  in  that  city. 

I might  perhaps  be  content  with  declining  to  ac- 
cept the  invitation  upon  the  ground  of  other  en- 
gagements and  duties  which  will  not  permit  me  to 
be  absent  from  this  place.  But  as  this  would  leave 
me  liable  to  be  misapprehended,  I am  obliged  to  add 
an  explanation.  I desire  to  do  so  without  disrespect 
to  the  president,  and  with  the  highest  respect  for 
the  common  council. 

Should  the  chief  magistrate  o(  the  union  favor 
the  place  of  my  residence  with  avisit,  or  should  my 
duty  call  me  into  his  vicinity,  I should,  with  cheer- 
fulness and  pleasure  pay  him  all  the  respect  called 
for  by  his  public  station  or  properly  due  from  mine. 
Nor  do  I intend  to  say,  or  imply  that  the  demon- 
strations of  respect  proposed  by  the  common  coun- 
cil are  not  justly  due  to  him,  both  in  his  public  and 
personal  character. 

I cannot  consider  the  question  of  acceptance  of 
the  invitation  tendered  to  me  without  reference  to 
the  public  station  I have  the  honor  to  hold;  nor  can 
I have  misunderstood  my  fellow-citizens  so  much, 
as  not  to  know  that,  whatever  other  circumstances 
may  have  moved  their  favortowards  me,  every  pub- 
lic demonstration  of  their  confidence  I have  had  the 
honor  to  receive  during  my  life,  has  proceeded  in 
some  measure  upon  the  ground  of  my  avowed  dis- 
approbation of  his  political  character  and  his  public 
policy.  By  no  means  intending  to  express  a doubt 
of  the  sincerity  of  his  motives,  and  entertaining,  as 
is  most  just,  entire  confidence  in  the  purity  and 
disinterestedness  of  the  large  body  of  my  fellow 
citizens  who  admire  his  character  and  approve  his 
measures,  I cannot  forget,  in  deference  to  his  ele- 
vated station,  that  with  a desire  no  less  sincere  than 
his  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  I 
have  regarded  his  policy  and  measures  as  injurious 
to  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  his  native  state, 
and  that  the  state  has  honored  me  for  firmly  and 
frankly  maintaining  these  opinions. 

Nor  can  I forget,  that  in  carrying  out  the  policy 
which  has  crowned,  with  imperishable  honor,  the 
name  of  one  who  was  his  and  my  most  illustrious 
predecessor  in  the  station  assigned  to  me, — a policy 
which  is  destined  to  extend  the  fame,  enhance  the 
wealth,  exalt  the  condition,  and  immeasurably  in- 
crease the  happinesss  of  the  people  of  this  state,  the 
state  administration  at  every  step  encounters  an  un- 
compromising hostility,  proceeding  from  that  pow- 
erful administration  of  which  the  president  of  the 
United  States  is  the  chief.  While  on  the  one  hand 
the  dictates  of  my  judgment,  and  the  conscientious 
desire  to  discharge  faithfully  my  official  obligations, 
enforce  my  adherence  to  that  policy,  and  while  on 
the  other  there  exists  no  ground  to  anticipate  an 
abatement  of  that  hostility,  it  is  manifest  that  my  re- 
lations to  the  president  can  undergo  no  change.  It 
would  at  any  time,  and  under  any  circumstances, 
be  an  extraordinary  demonstration  of  respect  on  the 
part  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  this  state  towards 
any  public  functionary,  were  he  to  leave  his  duties 
at  the  capital  to  receive  such  functionary  in  your 
city;  and  such  a demonstration,  while  those  rela- 
tions exist,  would  afford  evidence  of  inconsistency 
and  insincerity. 


I could  have  wished,  either  that  the  invitation  of 
the  committee  had  been  informally  made,  or  had 
been  communicated  to  me  on  an  earlier  day,  so  that 
I might  have  advised  its  withdrawal;  and  thus  the 
necessity  for  this  explanation  would  have  been 
avoided.  But  I cannot  bring  myself  to  regret  that 
I am  obliged  to  decline  the  invitation.  Our  repub- 
lican institutions  can  never  be  more  safe  than  when 
the  discussion  of  public  measures,  and  of  the  cha- 
racter of  public  men,  is  so  vigorous  as  to  bring  into 
the  offices  of  the  general  and  state  governments  in- 
dividuals whose  relations  prevent  the  possibility  of 
combination  between  them  to  perpetuate  power 
conferred  only  for  the  public  good. 

I pray  you  to  express  to  the  committee  my  ac- 
knowledgments for  this  mark  of  their  attention,  with 
the  assurance  of  my  sincere  respect  towards  the 
common  council,  and  my  ardent  desire  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  city  over  which  they  preside,  and 
whose  welfare  is  identified  with  that  of  the  state  and 
the  union.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Thomas  G.  Talmadge,  esq.  Chairman  com.  of  the. 
common  council  of  N.  Y. 


ARMY— OFFICIAL. 

General  orders, i No.  4.  Adjutant  general’s 
office,  Washington  July  30,  1839.  The  companies 
of  the  5th  regiment  of  infantry  stationed  at  the  fol- 
lowing named  posts  will  be  supplied  with  the  num- 
ber of  recruits  set  opposite  to  each  respectively: 


Fort  Snellirig,  4 companies,  110  recruits. 
Fort  Crawford,  2 “ 130 

Fort  Winnebago,  2 “ 97 

Fort  Howard,  1 “ 4S 

Fort  Brady,  1 “ 39 

Total,  524 


The  recruits  which  have  already  been  despatched 
to  the  5th  infantry,  pursuant  to  the  special  instruc- 
tions from  the  adjutant  general’s  office  are  included 
in  this  requisition.  The  number  yet  required  to 
complete  the  establishment  of  the  regiment  will  be 
drawn  from  the  New  York  depot  and  the  staiions  on 
the  Ohio,  and  will  beputin  route  without  delay.  The 
provisions  of  the  2d  paragraph  of  “general  order,” 
No.  3,  of  January  5,  will  be  strictly  observed. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb. 

R.  JONES,  adj't.gen. 

General  orders,  No.  42.  Adjutant  general’s 
office,  Washington,  July  31,  1839.  The  resignations 
of  the  following  officers  have  been  accepted  by  the 
president,  to  take  effect  at  the  dates  set  opposite 
to  their  respective  names: 

Colonel  E.  Cutler,  4th  infantry,  31st  August,  1839. 

First  lieut.  E.  C.  Ross,  4th  artillery,  31st  July, 
1839. 

First  lieut.  J.  P.  Harrison,  6th  infantry,  22d  July, 
1839. 

Second  lieut.  J.  Darling,  5th  infantry,  15th  Au- 
gust, 1839. 

By  order  of  major  general  Macomb. 

R.  JONES,  adjt.  gen. 

NA.VY— ORDERS. 

July  25— lieut.  C.  H.  Bell,  to  command  of  brig 
Dolphin. 

Mid.  J.  E.  Duncan  and  J.  Riddle,  receiving  ves- 
sel, Baltimore. 

Mid.  M.  B.  Woolsey,  receiving  ship  North  Caro- 
lina. 

26— Boatswain  S.  Drew,  do.  do. 

29 — Boatswain  L.  Chessman,  navy  yard,  Boston. 

Boatswain  H.  Edgar,  receiving  ship  do. 
appointments. 

July  26 — Samuel  Drew,  acting  boatswain. 

29 — Loring  Chessman  do. 

Henry  Edgar,  do. 

resignations. 

July  25 — N.C.  L’Hommedieu,  acting  sail  maker. 

J.  C.  O’Connor,  do. 


BANKS,  CURRENCY,  &c. 

Bank  of  the  Uidted  States  in  New  York,  The  fol- 
lowing statement,  made  according  to  law,  by  the 
association  banking  under  the  title  ol  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  in  New  York,  will  excite  some 
curiosity',  which  it  will  not,  nevertheless,  gratify. 

A full  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  in  New  York,  an  association  formed  under 
the  act  entitled,  "an  act  to  authorise  'the  business  of 
banking,”  passed  April  18,  1838,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  July,  1839. 

First.  The  amount  of  capital  stock  paid  in 

$200,500  00 

Second.  Nothing  under  this  head. 

Third.  The  shares  of  stock  held  by  said  associa- 
tion absolutely,  or  as  collateral  security,  on  the  said 
first  Monday  of  July,  1839,  were,  viz: 
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1st.  Stock  held  absolutely — 

Stock  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  lodged  with  the 
comptroller  as  security  for  circulating  notes, 

$200,000  00 

2d.  Stock  held  as  collateral  security — 

Eight  shares  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  valued  at  $100  per  share  par, 

$800  00 

Fourth.  Amount  of  debts  due  to  the  association 
on  the  said  first  Monday  of  July,  1839,  specifying 
such  as  are  due  from  moneyed  or  other  corporations 
or  associations,  and  also  specifying  the  amount  se- 
cured by  bond  and  mortgage,  or  judgment,  and  the 
amount  which  ought  to  be  included  in  the  compu- 
tation of  losses: 

1st.  Debts  due  from  moneyed  corporations  or  as- 
sociations— 

Balance  due  by  sundry  banks,  being  cash  with 
said  banks  to  the  credit  of  this  association, 

$1,745,328  47 

2d.  None. 

3d.  Debts  in  judgment,  supposed  collecta- 
ble, 518  59 

“ “ supposed  not  collectable,  190  93 

4th.  Other  debts: 

Bills  and  notes  discounted,  suppos- 
ed collectable,  1,408,999  27 

Amount  over  due,  not  in  suit,  sup- 
posed collectable,  4,671  31 

Amount  due  from  individual  over- 
drafts, 610  94 

Apparent  amount,  $17,786  54 

Payable  at  notice,  17,175  60 

Cash  on  hand,  2,801,031  96 

5th.  Losses: 

The  amount  of  debts  which  ought  to 
be  included  in  the  computation  of 
losses,  1,490  93 

Fifth.  The  amount  of  debts  due  by  this  associa- 
tion on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1839: 

Amount  payable  on  demand,  $5,971,570  20 

Of  which  is  due  to  corporations  and 
associations,  4,447,033  52 

Sixth.  The  amount  of  claims  against  the  associa- 
tion not  acknowledged  by  it  as  debts,  on  the  said 
first  Monday  of  July,  1839,  none. 

Seventh.  The  amount  of  bills,  notes  or  other  evi- 
dences of  debt,  issued  by  this  association,  is  in  cir- 
culating notes  of  the  denomination  of  five  dollars. 

124,000  00 

Eighth.  No  dividends  have  been  declared  by  this 
association. 

Ninth.  The  average  amount  of  each  month  dur- 
ing the  six  months  preceding  this  statement  of  debts 
due  to  this  asssociation,  (including  cash),  was, 

For  the  month  of  January,  $3,842,021  08 

February,  3,608,187  35 

March,  3,809,576  47 

April,  4,040,375  20 

May,  5,069,545  13 

June,  5,521,082  20 

The  average  amount  in  each  month,  during  the 
same  period  of  debts  due  from  this  association,  was, 
For  the  month  of  January,  $3,842,021  08 

February,  3,608,187  35 

March,  3,809,576  47 

April,  4,040,375  20 

May,  5,069,545  13 

June,  5,521,082  20 

The  average  amount  of  specie  possessed  by  this 
association  during  the  same  period,  was, 

For  the  month  of  January,  $432,601  08 

February,  215,381  45 

March,  183,088  08 

April,  188,550  37 

May,  157,927  29 

June,  532,736  34 

The  amount  of  notes  issued  by  this  association 
and  put  in  circulation  as  money  and  outstanding 
against  it  on  the  first  day  of  each  of  the  preceding 
six  months  was  as  follows: 


Issues  for  the  month  of  January, 

$10,000  00 

February, 

10,000  00 

March, 

10,000  00 

April, 

20,000  00 

May, 

June, 

14,000  00 

Circulation  first  January, 

48,240  00 

“ February, 

55,900  00 

“ March, 

52,990  00 

“ April, 

86,970  00 

“ May, 

100,935  00 

“ June, 

97,325  00 

Tenth.  Nothing  under  this  head. 

Eleventh.  No  increase  has  taken  place  in  the  ca- 
pital of  this  association  during  the  last  six  months. 

No  persons  have  become  parties  to  the  associa- 
tion since  the  last  statement  to  the  comptroller. 

M.  Robinson,  esq.  has  withdrawn  from  the  asso- 
ciation. 


State  of  New  York,  city  of  New  York,  ss. — Tho- 
mas H.  Young,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  New  York,  being  duly  affirmed,  deposeth 
and  saith,  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
statement  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  in- 
formation and  belief.  T.  H.  YOUNG,  cashier. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  24th 
day  of  July,  1839. 

JOSEPH  STRONG,  com.  of  deeds. 

The  New  York  Transcript  observes — “The  con- 
duct of  the  banks  during  the  last  year  has  been  ex- 
tremely prudent,  and  no  danger  need  or  can  be  ap- 
prehended for  them.  We  owe  much  of  the  distress 
of  the  present  year  to  the  numerous  speculations  in 
cotton  and  flour,  and  we  do  humbly  hope,  that  it 
may  prove  a salutary  lesson.” 

The  State  Bank  of  Alabama,  at  Tuscaloosa,  re- 
ceived $110,000  in  specie  on  the  23d  ult. 

Bank  of  Kentucky. — The  Louisville  Journal  says, 
“by  the  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of 
Kentucky,  on  the  30th  June,  it  appears  that  her  spe- 
cie at  that  time  amounted  to  $635,850.  On  the  1st 
of  January  last,  she  had  on  hand  $642,776  36  in 
specie;  showing  a decrease  in  that  period  of  $6,925 
39.  On  the  1st  of  January  her  circulation  was 
$2,781,812,  and  on  the  1st  of  June  $2,323,299; 
showing  a decrease  in  her  circulation  of  $458,513. 

The  Harrisburg  Reporter  states  that  the  Penn- 
sylvania 5 per  cent,  loan  of  $1,150,000,  the  period 
for  receiving  offers  for  which  was  closed  on  Thurs- 
day last,  was  not  taken,  not  a bid  having  been  re- 
ceived. The  $2,000,000  loan,  authorised  by  the 
internal  improvement  act,  remains  open  until  the 
24th  instant. 

Books  for  the  subscription  of  stock  in  the  Lynch- 
burg and  Tennessee  rail  road  are  to  be  opened  on 
the  17th  August. 

It  is  stated  that  on  the  1st  of  July,  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  had  in  specie  $1,631,714;  in  circulation, 
$335,860;  in  bills  discounted,  $1,636,575;  and  she 
owed  the  U.  S.  $1,085,755.  This  is  emphatically 
a pet  bank. 

Mr.  Smith,  president  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  is 
now  in  London,  whither  he  went  to  sell  $2,000,000 
in  Missouri  bonds,  being  part  of  the  subscription 
of  the  state  to  the  bank,  and  also  $1,500,000  in 
Trust  Fund  bonds. 

New  York  banking  law. — The  question  of  the 
constitutionality  of  the  law  passed  last  year  by  the 
legislature  of  New  York,  to  authorise  the  business 
of  banking,  was  argued  in  a case  pending  before 
the  supreme  court  at  Utica  last  week.  The  ques- 
tion came  up  on  a general  demurrer  to  the  declara- 
tion in  a suit  brought  by  the  president  of  the  bank 
of  Central  New  York,  against  one  of  its  debtors. — 
The  decision  of  the  court  is  not  yet  known. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  specie  taken 
to  Europe  by  the  steam  and  packet  ships,  which  sail 
ed  from  New  York  on  the  1st  inst: 

Great  Western,  . . $450,000 

British  Queen,  . . . 300,000 

Baltimore,  for  Havre,  . . 225,000 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  says,  the  banks  were 
called  on  for  large  sums,  which  they  paid  promptly 
and  without  complaining,  or  seeming  to  consider 
the  calls  unkind  or  any  thing  else  than  fair  busi- 
ness transactions. 

Banking  capital  of  Pennsylvania. — By  a recent 
report  to  the  legislature  upon  the  subject,  the  entire 
banking  capital  of  the  state  is  set  down  at  fifty-se- 
ven millions  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars! more  than  one-half  of  which  is  held  by  the 
miscalled  Bank  of  the  United  States!  Think  of 
that,  and  remember  the  traitors  to  democracy  through 
whom  it  was  obtained.  \Philadelphia  Times. 

The  subjoined  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  prescribe 
the  mode  of  application,  for  banks,  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, has  passed  both  branches  of  the  legislature  and 
i3  a law. 

Wberea3,  by  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  amended  constitution,  it  is  provided 
that  no  corporate  body  shall  hereafter  be  created, 
renewed,  or  extended,  with  banking  or  discounting 
privileges,  without  six  months  previous  public  no- 
tice of  the  application  for  the  same,  in  such  manner 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  Therefore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  general  assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  when- 
ever any  citizen,  or  association  of  citizens,  of  this 
commonwealth,  intend  to  make  application  to  the 
legislature,  for  the  creation,  renewal,  or  extension 
of  any  corporate  body,  with  banking  or  discounting 
privileges,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  cause  a notice 
of  such  intended  application  to  be  advertised  in  one 


paper  printed  in  Harrisburg,  and  two  newspapers 
printed  in  the  county,  in  which  such  corporate  body 
is,  or  is  intended  to  be  located,  a least  once  a week 
in  each  paper,  for  six  months  before  the  meeting  of 
the  then  next  legislature;  and  the  notice  of  such  ap- 
plication shall  specify,  the  name  and  style,  or  the 
intended  name  and  style,  the  location  or  intended 
location,  and  the  amount  of  capital  or  intended 
amount  of  capital,  of  such  corporate  body,  and  in 
the  case  of  the  renewal  or  extension  of  any  such 
corporate  body,  such  notice  shall  also  specify  the 
amount  of  increase  of  capital,  if  any  increase  be  in- 
tended— Provided,  That  if  there  be  only  one  paper 
printed  in  the  county  in  which  such  corporate  body 
is,  or  is  intended  to  be  located,  the  publication  of 
such  notice  in  one  papershall  be  deemed  sufficient. 

Banks  in  Pennsylvania.  Fourteen  applications  for 
new  banks  and  the  renewal  of  old  charters,  are  ad- 
vertised in  the  Harrisburg  papers — should  these  ap- 
plications meet  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
legislature,  the  banking  capital  of  the  state  would 
be  increased  about  five  millions  of  dollars. 

At  a convention  of  the  banks  of  Ohio,  held  at  Co- 
lumbus on  the  26th  ult.  pursuant  to  previous  no- 
tice, James  Hall,  esq.  of  Cincinnati,  was  chosen 
president,  and  T.  P.  Handy,  and  E.  F.  Drake,  se- 
cretaries. 

The  object  of  the  convention  having  been  stated, 
it  was  moved, 

That  a committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Fosdick, 
T.  P.  Handy,  Creed,  McCoy,  Drake,  Bentley  and 
Hall,  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
general  objects  of  the  convention,  the  present  con- 
dition of  exchanges  as  existing  among  the  banks 
in  the  different  parts  of  the  state,  and  report  there- 
on; which  report,  after  having  been  duly  discussed 
and  amended,  was  unanimously  adopted,  viz: 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  practice  of 
meeting  in  convention  as  often  as  once  a year,  for 
the  purpose  of  interchanging  opinions  and  produc- 
ing harmony  of  operation  between  the  respective 
hanks  of  Ohio,  highly  conducive  to  the  advantages 
of  the  banks  and  the  public,  and  that  we  recom- 
mend the  continuance  of  the  same. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  condition  of  the  banks  of 
Ohio,  as  compared  with  those  of  other  states,  is 
such  as  to  warrant  the  most  entire  confidence  in 
each  other,  and  on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  that 
we  recommend  to  our  respective  institutions,  that 
they  persevere  in  the  same  cautious  and  safe  policy, 
by  w'hich  the  Ohio  banks  have  heretofore  maintain- 
ed their  credit. 

3.  Resolved,  That  believing  as  we  do,  that  bank 
are  established  for  the  public  good,  and  can  exist 
only  in  the  observance  of  such  policy  as  shall  be- 
nefit the  public  and  secure  confidence,  we  recom- 
mend frequent  and  frank  disclosures  between  banks, 
and  by  the  banks  to  the  public,  in  regard  to  their 
condition  and  business. 


4.  Resolved,  That  Ohio  being  a great  agricultu- 
ral and  productive  state,  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
banks  depending  on  that  of  the  people,  we  recom- 
mend that  the  separate  and  united  exertions  of  the 
banks  be  U3ed,  in  good  faith,  to  furnish  exchange 
at  low  rates  and  a sound  paper  currency,  to  facili- 
tate the  sales  and  transmission  to  market  of  the  pro- 
duce of  our  soil. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  convention 
be  printed  under  direction  of  Messrs.  McCoy  and 
Dehler. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Colum- 
bus on  the  third  Wednesday  of  June,  1840,  or  soon- 
er, if  it  shall  be  deemed  necessary,  and  that  the 
banks  of  Ohio  are  earnestly  solicited  to  send  dele- 
gates to  such  convention. 

JAMES  HALL,  president. 


T.  P.  Handy, 
E.  F.  Dbake, 


} 


secretaries. 


The  Bank  of  the  United  Slates. — We  learn  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  declined  receiv- 
ing the  deposites  of  all  brokers.  An  extraordinary 
move  this,  and  calculated  to  be  attended  by  no  very 
agreeable  consequences.  We  may  mention  that 
since  the  establishment  of  the  branch  of  the  U.  S. 
in  New  York,  the  notes  of  the  institution  have  been 
kept  at  par  in  that  city.  Hence  the  brokers  made 
use  of  them  very  freely  as  remittances  to  their  New 
York  correspondents.  Now,  however,  under  the 
new  arrangement,  they  will  be  compelled  to  for- 
ward specie — which  specie,  they  must  obtain  from 
the  Philadelphia  banks.  The  result  will  be  to  drain 
our  banks  to  a considerable  extent,  for  the  benefit 
of  New  York.  [Bicknelt’s  Reporter. 


Vicksburg  Bank. — The  committee  of  fifteen,  late- 
ly appointed  at  Philadelphia  by  the  stockholders  of 
the  above  institution,  made  theirreport  on  Tuesday, 
and  gave  their  entire  approval  of  the  report  made 
some  time  since  by  Messrs.  Carpenter  and  Mitchell, 
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commissioners  sent  to  Vicksburg  to  examine  into 
the  affairs  of  the  institution.  They  recommended 
to  the  stockholders  and  board  of  directors,  the  ap- 
pointment of  David  Conyngham,  as  president,  and 
John  A.  Barclay,  of  Philadelphia,  as  assistant  ca- 
shier, which  was  unanimously  approved  by  the 
stockholders.  [ Phil.  Herald. 


Rate  of  interest  in  England.  The  Baltimore 
Transcript  publishes  the  following  table,  showing 
the  rates  of  interest  paid  in  Great  Britain  previous 
to  1714: 


On  £100 
In  1255 
1265 

1270  to  1307 
1422  to  1470 
1545  restricted  to 
1553  to  1553 
1571  restricted  to 
1574  to  1604— about 
1625  reduced  to 
1645  to  1660 
1660  to  1690 
1690  to  1697 
1697  to  1706 
1714  reduced  to 


Per  cent,  per  annum. 


£50 

43 

45 

15 

10 

12 

10 

9 

8 

6 

7 

8 
6 
5 


0 s. 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
16 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 


0 d. 
8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 


In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  the  rate  was  fixed 
by  act  of  parliament  at  10  per  cent.  In  1553  an 
act  was  passed  prohibiting  the  taking  of  any  inter- 
est whatever,  but  it  was  soon  after  repealed.  In 
1625  the  rate  was  reduced  to  8 per  cent,  for  1751  to 
6 per  cent,  and  1714  to  5 per  cent.  Since  that  time 
the  Bank  of  England  has  been  allowed  to  charge  5 
per  cent,  until  within  a few  years  it  has  been  allow- 
ed under  certain  circumstances  to  charge  6 per 
cent. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Bank  of  England  is 
now  charging  a higher  rate  than  at  any  time  for  the 
last  125  years. 


STEAMBOAT  STATISTICS. 

From,  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 

By  a notice  issued  from  the  office  of  H.  B.  M. 
privy  council  for  trade,  on  the  2d  of  January  last, 
capt.  Pringle,  of  the  royal  engineers,  and  Josiah 
Sparks,  esq.  civil  engineer,  were  appointed  a com- 
mittee to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  number,  na- 
ture, and  causes  of  steamboat  accidents,  and  the 
means  of  preventing  their  recurrence.  Accepting 
the  appointment,  these  gentlemen  immediately  en- 
tered upon  the  task  assigned  them,  and  on  the  20th 
of  May,  submitted  an  elaborate  report  to  the  board 
from  which  they  received  their  commission.  On 
the  31st  of  the  same  month  it  was  laid  before  the 
house  of  commons,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Win.  C.  Redfield,  esq. 
who  has  received  an  early  copy  of  this  important 
document,  we  are  enabled  to  state  some  of  the  lead- 
ing facts  which  it  embodies.  It  makes  a volume  of 
198  pages,  besides  several  sheets  of  diagrams. 

It  appears  from  this  report,  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  steam  vessels  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  including 
83  not  registered,  was  760  with  an  aggregate  ton- 
nage of  140,718  tons,  and  an  aggregate  power  of 
56,490  horse  power.  In  the  isles  of  Guernsey, 
Jersey  and  Man,  there  were  (in  1837)  6 steamers, 
with  an  aggregate  of  1,450  tons,  and  600  horse 
power;  and  in  the  British  plantations,  (in  1837)  44 
steamers,  with  an  aggregate  of  15,664  tons,  and 
6,160  horse  power;  making  a total,  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  its  dependencies,  of  810  steamers, 
with  an  aggregate  of  157,840  tons,  and  63,250  horse 
power.  This  13  exclusive  of  government  steamers. 
The  tonnage  is  not  the  “custom  house  tonnage,” 
but  the  real  tonnage,  as  computed,  including  the 
tonnage  of  the  engine  room,  which  is  not  entered  at 
the  custom  house. 

According  to  secretary  Woodbury’s  report,  sub- 
mitted to  congress  on  the  13th  of  December  last,  the 
number  of  steamboats  in  the  United  States  was 
about  800,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  160,000, 
and  57,019  horse  power. 

Hence  it  would  seem  that  the  steamboat  tonnage 
of  the  United  Kingdom  and  its  dependencies,  is 
about  exactly  equal  to  that  of  the  United  States. 
We  had  supposed  it  was  a good  deal  less;  and  are 
not  sure  now  but  it  is.  If  however  the  mode  of 
computing  tonnage  is  the  same,  the  tonnage  of  the 
two  counlries  is  equal  within  a small  fiaction.  We 
observe  that  of  677  British  steamers  registered,  256 
averaged  66  tons  each,  including  engine  room — 145 
averaged  122  tons  each — 84  do.  211  tons — 63  do.  287 
tons— 76  do.  361  tons— 41  do.  530  tons— 10  do.  769 
tons — one  1,340  tons,  and  one  1,855  tons. 

We  come  now  to  the  more  immediate  object  of 
the  report.  The  general  impression  in  this  country 
is,  that  there  are  comparatively  very  few  steam- 
boat accidents  in  England;  but  we  find  from  the  list 
detailed  by  the  committee,  who  speak  of  it  as  ne- 
cessarily incomplete,  that  within  the  last  ten  years, 


or  thereabouts,  no  less  than  92  British  steamers 
have  met  with  disasters,  attended  with  the  loss  of 
634  lives.*  Of  these  92  vessels,  40  were  wrecked, 
foundered,  or  in  imminent  peril;  23  suffered  by  ex- 
plosions of  boilers;  17  by  fire;  and  12  by  collisions. 
The  greatest  ascertained  number  of  lives  lost  at  any 
one  time  was  119,  by  the  wreck  of  the  Rothsay 
Castle;  greatest  number  at  one  time  by  collision, 
62;  do.  By  explosion  24;  do.  by  fire  2. 

According  to  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury’s  report, 
the  number  of  steamboats  in  the  United  States 
which  have  met  with  disasters  of  one  kind  or  other, 
is  about  228,  viz:  about  99  by  explosions,  collapses, 
&c.;  25  by  shipwreck  or  collision;  28  by  fire;  52  by 
snags  and  sawyers;  and  24  by  causes  unknown. 
Whole  number  of  lives  lost,  about  2,000.  Mr.  Wood- 
bury ascertained  the  loss  of  1,676,  besides  which 
443  persons  were  wounded.  The  greatest  loss  of 
life  on  any  one  occasion,  was  in  consequence  of  the 
collision  and  sinking  of  the  Monmouth,  in  1837,  on 
the  Mississippi,  causing  the  death  of  about  300  per- 
sons, chiefly  Indians.  By  the  explosion  of  the 
Oronoco,  in  1837,  on  the  same  river,  130  or  more 
lives  were  lost;  and  by  that  of  the  Moselle,  at 
Cincinnati,  100  to  120.  By  the  shipwreck  of  the 
Home,  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  in  1837, 
about  100  persons  perished,  and  130  by  the  burning 
of  the  Ben  Sherrod,  on  the  Mississippi,  in  the  same 
year. 

The  British  committee  declare  themselves  unable 
to  make  any  satisfactory  estimate  of  the  loss  of  pro- 
perty by  steamboat  disasters.  Mr.  Woodbury  esti- 
mates the  loss  in  the  United  States  at  five  or  six 
millions  of  dollars. 

From  a review  of  the  above  statements,  we  are 
confirmed  in  the  belief  that  the  number  of  disasters 
on  board  of  steamboats  on  the  American  Atlantic 
coast,  is  not  greater  than  in  England,  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  boats,  and  we  doubt  if  it  is  as 
great.  On  the  western  waters  the  case  is  quite 
otherwise. — This  may  be  in  part  accounted  for  by 
the  peculiar  dangers  to  which  steamers  are  subject 
in  those  waters,  from  snags  or  sunken  trees,  which 
it  appears  have  caused  52  of  the  disasters  mention- 
ed, or  nearly  a quarter  of  the  whole  number. 


STATISTICS  OF  COTTON. 

From  the  Mobile  Journal. 

The  entire  growth  of  cotton  in  the  world  is  set 
down  at  1,000,000,000  pounds.  01  this,  550,000,000 
are  supposed  to  be  grown  in  the  United  States — 30 
ini  Brazil — 8 in  the  West  Indies — 27  in  Egypt — 36 
in  the  west  of  Africa — 190  in  the  west  of  Asia — 35 
in  Mexico  and  S.  America,  except  Brazil — and  14 
millions  elsewhere. 

Thus,  at  ten  cents  per  pound,  (a  price  below 
which  it  has  rarely  ever  fallen)  this  crop  is  worth 
$100,000,000.  For  the  last  50  years,  however,  the 
value  (though  often  fluctuating  suddently  and  wide- 
ly) has  avaraged  19  1-3.  At  this  price,  the  pre- 
sent growth  of  the  world  is  worth  $192,500,000. 

Of  this,  about  350  millions  of  pounds  are  con- 
sumed and  manufactured  in  England— about  150 
millions  in  the  United  States— 80  in  France — 250  in 
China  and  India — 15  in  South  America  and  Mexico, 
including  Brazil — 35  in  Germany — 45  in  Turkey 
and  Africa — 10  in  Spain — 25  in  Prussia — and  the  re- 
mainder elsewhere. 

The  value  of  cotton  manufactures  in  England,  is 
believed  to  be  annually  about  170  millions  of  dol- 
lars—in  France,  70  millions — in  theUnited  States, 
60  millions. 

The  capital  employed  in  manufacturing  by  ma- 
chinery is  estimated,  in  England,  at  200  millions  of 
dollars — in  France,  at  120  millions — in  the  United 
States,  at  1 10  millions. 

The  consumption  in  manufactures  of  raw  cotlon 
in  all  Europe  in  1803,  was  estimated  at  only  60  mil- 
lions of  pounds.  [Die.  of  Span.  Coin.]  The  whole 
consumption  in  Europe,  in  1830,  was  about  387  mil- 
lions of  pounds.  In  1833,  it  is  believed  to  be  nearly 
500  millions  of  pounds. 

South  Carolina  and  Georgia  were  the  first  states 
in  this  union  to  grow  cotton  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent, 1791,  two  millions  of  pounds  were  grown  in 
the  union— 1 1-2  millions  of  which  grew  in  South 
Carolina,  and  one  half  million  in  Georgia. 

In  1801,  40  millions  was  the  crop  of  the  United 
States — of  which  20  millions  grew  in  South  Caro- 
lina, 10  in  Georgia,  5 in  Virginia,  4 in  North  Caro- 
lina and  1 in  Tennessee. 

In  1811,  the  crop  of  the  United  States  had  reached 
80,000.000 — of  which  40  grew  in  South  Carolina, 
20  in  Georgia,  8 in  Virginia,  7 in  North  Carolina,  3 
in  Tennessee  and  2 in  Louisiana. 

In  1821,  one  hundred  and  seventy  millions  of 
pounds  were  growing  in  the  union,  as  follows:  50 

*This  number,  however,  includes  about  40  who  pe- 
rished in  the  Thames,  in  consequence  of  accidents  oc- 
casioned by  steamers. 


millions  in  South  Carolina,  45  in  Georgia,  20  in  Ten- 
nessee, 20  in  Alabama,  12  in  Virginia,  10  in  North 
Carolina,  10  in  Louisiana  and  10  in  Mississippi. 

In  1826,  the  whole  crop  of  the  union  was  348  1-2 
millions.  Of  this,  Georgia  grew  75  millions.  South 
Carolina  70,  Tennessee  45,  Alabama  45,  Louisiana 
38,  Mississippi  20,  Virginia  25,  North  Carolina 
IS,  Florida  2 and  Arkansas  one  half  of  a million. 

In  1833,  the  crops  of  the  United  States  had  in- 
creased to  437  3-4  millions.  Of  this,  88  millions 
grew  in  Georgia,  73  in  South  Carolina,  70  in  Mis- 
sissippi, 65  in  Alabama,  55  in  Louisiana,  50gin  Ten- 
nessee, 15  in  Florida,  13  in  Virginia,  10  in  North 
Carolina  and  3-4  in  Arkansas. 

The  next  year,  1834,  the  crops  had  increased  to 
457  1-2  million  and  was  grown  as  follows. — 85  in 
Mississippi,  85  in  Alabama,  75  in  Georgia,  65  1-2 
in  South  Carolina,  62  in  Louisiana,  45  in  Tennessee, 
20  in  Florida,  10  in  Virginia,  9 1-2  in  North  Caro- 
lina and  1-2  in  Arkansas.  Subsequently,  no  certain 
data  are  in  our  possession;  but  the  estimate  at  this 
time  is  550  millions  as  the  whole  crop  of  the  union. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  from  1791  to  1826. 
South  Carolina  was  (he  most  abundant  cotton  grow- 
ing state  in  the  union.  In  1826  Georgia  took  the 
lead,  and  held  it  till  1834,  when  Alabama  and  Mis- 
sissippi took  the  front  rank.  At  this  time,  Missis- 
sippi is  perhaps  the  most  extensive  cotton  growing 
state  in  the  union. — South  Carolina  and  Alabama 
are  next.  North  Carolina  is  beginning  to  deterio- 
rate as  a cotton  country;  while  the  worn  lands  in 
middle  Tennessee  are  thought  lo  improve  for  this 
culture — maturity,  the  vital  desideratum,  not  being 
so  easily  allowed  in  the  rank  luxuriance  of  the  fresh- 
er soils.  COTTON  PLANT. 

A late  Paris  journal  gives  a tabular  state- 
ment of  the  importations  and  sales  of  cotton  at 
Havre,  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  We  subjoin  a 
statement  from  1835  inclusive,  made  up  to  the  first 
of  June  in  each  year. 

On  hand  Arrivals  in  Sales  in  On  hand 
1st  Jan.  5 mos.  5 mos.  June  1. 

1835,  22,000  bis.  137,171  bis.  67,571  bis.  103,400  bis. 

1836,  18,800  “ 172,507  “ 125,907  “ 79.800  “ 

1837,  45,500  “ 154,959  “ 103,959  “ 91,500  “ 

1838,  33  000  “ 148,220  “ 130,420  “ 36,800  “ 

1839,  33,800  “ 139,225  “ 111,235  “ 50,000  “ 

Our  commercial  friends  will  perceive  that,  com- 
pared with  the  previous  years,  there  has  been  no  ex- 
cess of  shipments  to  France,  the  present  large  stock 
being  caused  by  the  great  deficiency  of  sales  which 
are  less  than  in  any  year  with  one  exception  (1831) 
since  1825. 


BROAD  CLOTH  SMUGGLING. 

The  trial  which  ha3  been  going  on  at  Boston, 
arising  out  of  a seizure  of  British  broad  cloths, 
smuggled  through  the  custom  house  by  one  Bottom - 
ly,  a^British  agent,  has  resulted  in  a verdict  in  favor 
ol  the  United  States.  His  case  is  said  by  the  New 
York  Express  to  be  similar  to  that  of  Samuel  R. 
Wood,  in  New  York  a lew  months  since,  except 
that  in  this  case  the  fraud  was  committed  by  collu- 
sion with  a custom  house  officer.  These  cases  of 
fraud  have  occurred  very  frequently  of  late,  and 
unless  something  is  done  effectually  to  stop  it, 
knaves  will  acquire  a monopoly  of  the  market,  and 
drive  honest  importers  out  of  the  business.  We 
copy  from  the  Boston  Gazette  the  following  excel- 
lent remarks  on  the  subject: 

Boltomly,  the  person  implicated  in  the  case  now 
before  court,  is  an  Englishman,  having  accomplices 
in  his  ow  n country,  and  in  our  own  custom  houses. 
With  such  associates  our  laws  are  set  at  defiance, 
and  the  revenue  defrauded.  By  such  miscreants, 
immense  quantities  of  British  goods  are  thrown 
into  the  market,  by  paying  very  low  duties  or  none 
at  all,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  regular  importer,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  manufactuiing  interests.  It 
is  owing  to  these  infamous  proceedings,  that  our 
woolen  manufactories  have  languished,  and  many  of 
those  engaged  in  them  ruined. 

With  such  extensive  frontiers  as  we  have,  and 
such  facilities  to  corrupt  the  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, owing  to  the  leniency  of  our  laws,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  find  a remedy  for  this  glaring  evil.  Never- 
theless, it  is  incumbent  on  business  men,  to  devise 
some  means  to  prevent  the  practice  of  smuggling 
ill  every  shape.  How  shall  this  be  accomplished? 
A single  mode  occurs, — that  ol  having  severe 
penal  laws.  The  existing  statutes  merely  provide 
for  the  confiscation  of  the  goods  detected,  as  smug- 
gled. But  the  profit  of  the  smuggling  is  so  enor- 
mous, and  the  difficulty  of  detection  so  great,  that 
these  foreign  swindlers  are  willing  to  run  the  risk 
of  seizure.  They  deliberately  make  calculations, 
based  on  the  chances  of  detection.  If  now  and  then 
a lot  of  goods  is  seized,  they  are  willing  to  abandon 
them  to  confiscation,  and  rely  on  successful  future 
efforts,  to  make  up  the  loss.  Thus  is  the  piactice 
interminable. 
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Our  laws  are  therefore  deficient  of  rigor.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  confiscation  of  the  goods,  the  law 
ought  to  declare,  the  smuggling  or  making  false  in- 
voices,/e/ony,  punishable  in  the  penitentiary.  This 
would  give  character  to  the  laws,  and  aim  at  the 
character  of  the  offenders.  Men,  who  would  be 
willing  to  expose  their  property  to  the  chances  of 
forfeiture,  for  the  chances  of  gain  would  hesitate  to 
expose  their  carcasses  to  incarceration  and  hard 
labor. 

A memorial  to  congress  on  this  subject  would 
probably  be  listened  to,  and  we  doubt  not,  that  it 
would  be  signed  by  every  honest  business  man  of 
our  city,  and  of  every  other  city  in  the  union.  It  is  a 
matter  on  which  people  of  all  parties  would  con- 
cur,— whether  tariff  men  or  anti-tariff, — whether 
free  traders  or  manufacturers.  Every  body  would 
be  for  a fair  competition.  A petition  to  congress  in 
favor  of  such  a penal  law,  if  followed  by  enact- 
ment, would  have  a happy  effect  on  the  whole 
community. 

The  general  features  of  the  above  case,  are  con- 
tained in  the  following  extract  of  a letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  United  States  Gazette,  from  its  New' 
York  correspondent: 

“The  case  of  fraud  on  the  revenue,  which  has 
been  before  the  U.  S.  district  court  at  Boston,  for 
the  last  week,  was  brought  to  close  on  Friday  last, 
when  a verdict  in  favor  of  the  United  States  was 
returned.  The  general  features  of  the  case  are  as 
follows: — 

“James  Bottomly,  jr.  a large  importer  of  wollens, 
was  very  intimate  with  James  Campbell,  a deputy 
collector;  he  never  entered  any  importations  with- 
out the  assistance  of  this  deputy,  and  the  package 
sent  to  the  appraiser’s  as  a sample  of  each  invoice, 
was  always  of  a particular  kind,  viz:  the  package 
of  the  highest  cost  in  the  invoice. 

“The  officers  suspected  some  design,  and  seized 
an  invoice  of  fifteen  packages  of  wollens.  The 
package  was  sent  to  the  appiaiser  and  found  to  be 
correctly  invoiced,  and  the  residue  one-third  at  least 
below  real  value.  On  referring  to  the  books  of  the 
custom  house,  it  was  found  that  Mr.  Bottomly  had 
made  at  least  twenty-one  entries,  by  the  assistance 
of  deputy  Campbell,  in  every  ca3e  by  the  highest 
cost  package  of  each  invoice. 

“The  goods  at  issue  are  supposed  to  have  been 
part  of  those  twenty-one  false  and  fradulent  entries. 
The  proper  marks,  tags  and  numbers  were  missing, 
and  the  ends  of  the  pieces,  and  the  boxes  in  which 
they  were  placed,  were  singularly  gouged  and  cut, 
apparently  with  the  view  to  erase  the  means  of 
tracing  the  goods. 

“Judge  Davis  decided  that  the  government  had 
made  out  a case  of  “probable  cause”  of  fraud,  and 
this  placed  the  burden  of  proof  upon  the  claimant  to 
trace  the  goods  to  their  origin,  and  show  that  they 
were  regularly  imported,  and  that  the  allegations  in 
the  information  were  false.  Having  failed  to  do 
this,  the  goods  are  of  course  legally  forfeited.  Their 
value  is  about  $10,000.” 


DEPARTURE  OF  THE  STEAM  SHIPS. 

We  copy  the  following  graphic  accounts  of  the 
departure  of  the  steam  ships  from  the  New'  York 
papers  of  the  2d  inst.  The  scene,  indeed,  was  a 
glorious  one,  and  the  exultation  manilested  by  (he 
people  a noble  tribute  to  those  wdio  have  accom- 
plished the  great  triumph  over  the  winds  and  waves. 

From  the  New  York  Express. 

At  1 o’clock,  yesterday,  the  Great  Western  lefl 
her  pier, — and  nearly  2 o’clock,  the  British  Queen 
followed  after.  Tne  Great  Western  was  off  Staten 
Eland  on  the  quarantine  ground  before  the  British 
Queen  got  out  of  the  East  River.  These  ships 
have  had  superb  berths  in  two  new  piers  built  for 
them  at  the  tobacco  inspection  warehouse,  where 
they  have  been  agreeably  located  both  for  the  re- 
ception of  passengers  and  of  cargo.  We  under- 
stand that  the  three  companies, — of  London,  Bris- 
tol and  Liverpool,  have  made  a contract  to  have 
berths  for  a term  of  years, — and  that  after  May 
next,  a steam  ship  will  leave  them  for  England  re- 
gularly every  ten  days.  They  are  now  the  only 
piers  in  the  city,  which  can  accommodate  these  le- 
viathen  visiters. 

Prodigious  masses  of  people  crowded  the  Batte- 
ry, and  the  w'harves  and  vessels  on  the  East  River, 
to  see  these  ships  go  off.  The  number  was  legion 
— and  the  roofs  of  the  houses  were  pretty  well  fill- 
ed, not  only  in  New  York,  but  in  Brooklyn 
and  Jersey  City.  It  is  stated  by  those  who  had  a 
whole  view  of  this  display  of  the  multitude  from 
the  roofs  of  houses  in  favorable  situations,  that 
there  has  been  nothing  like  it  in  New  York  for  a 
long  time.  The  ladies  of  that  part  of  the  city 
which  overlooks  the  EastRiver,  and  the  ladies  of 
Williamsburgh, Brooklyn,  &c.  seemed  to  have  de- 
serted their  parlours  and  saloons  for  the  roofs  of 
their  houses.  Brooklyn  heights  were  lined  with 


people.  The  steamboats  in  the  harbor  made  a 
most  magnificent  show  as  an  escort  on  the  occa- 
sion. How  many  of  these  boats  there  were,  it  is 
difficult  to  say,  for  at  times,  the  East  River  seemed 
to  be  full  of  them, — but  conspicuous  among  the 
number  was  the  Neptune,  which,  it  is  said,  had 
eleven  hundred  persons  on  board  at  the  time. — 
Streaming  with  flags,  as  they  were  and  alive  with 
persons,  the  whole  scene  presented  a picture  of  un- 
common beauty. 

Any  thing  like  an  estimate  of  the  number  of 
persons  who  were  viewing  this  departure  of  the 
steam  ships  would  he  but  the  merest  conjecture, 
but  we  are  told  that  the  crowd  that  thronged  the 
piers,  where  the  ships  were,  was  immense, — and 
we  very  much  doubt  whether  any  event  in  the  city 
of  late  years,  has  attracted  at  once  such  a multi- 
tude of  gazers.  The  curiosity  even  of  the  softer 
sex  so  got  the  better  of  their  timidity,  that  they, 
with  their  children  pretty  well  filled  the  piers,  and 
the  surrounding  wharves  where  the  ships  were. 
Business  was  for  a time  quite  suspended,— and 
so  much  were  the  population  absorbed,  that  at 
times  parts  of  the  city  seemed  to  be  quite  deserted. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  British  Queen  was 
got  off,  is  amazing, — for  she  has  had  but  three 
working  days,  and  a small  part  of  Thursday,  but 
the  work  upon  her  has  been  unremitted.  Her 
paddles  have  been  widened.  Ballast  and  coal  have 
sunk  her  deeper  in  the  water.  The  most  extra- 
ordinary efforts  have  been  made  to  put  her  punc- 
tually upon  the  line  as  advertised,  and  her  con- 
signees, her  agents  and  her  officers  have  been  re- 
markably successful.  The  spectacle  often  pre- 
sented about  her,  has  been  amusing  and  novel — and 
of  it,  there  has  been  no  remission  night  nor  day. 
Coal  and  beef,  ice  and  specie,  baggage  and  mutton, 
have  been  promiscuously  huddled  on  board,  with 
great  rapidity — and  if  one  thing  can  be  untangled 
after  another,  the  workmen  must  have  been  won- 
derful in  the  preservation  of  order.  It  is  no  easy 
job  to  send  off  an  Astor  house  3,000  miles  on  the 
sea,  in  three  days. 

We  have  not  heard  of  any  serious  accidents,  not- 
withstanding the  crow  ded  state  of  the  harbor.  The 
steamboat  Novelty  broke  her  shaft,  and  was  towed 
up  to  town  by  the  steamboats  Liberty  and  Wave. 

The  Great  Western  passed  out  of  the  East  river 
at  half  past  1.  P.  M.  attended  by  the  steamers  Ar- 
row and  Passaic,  both  filled  to  overflowing  with 
passengers.  The  British  Queen  left  the  river  at  2, 
P.  M.  attended  by  the  steamer  Neptune,  also  cram- 
med with  passengers.  The  pilot  boat  Essex,  capt. 
Heyer,  saluted  both  steamers  in  handsome  style  as 
they  passed  the  Essex,  which  was  returned  by  the 
steamers. 

The  Great  Western  passed  Sandy  Hook  light,  all 
sails  set,  quarter  to  3 o’clock.  The  Queen  passed 
5 minutes  to  4 o’clock.  They  have  now  passed 
beyond  newspaper  jurisdiction,  but  the  most  im- 
portant item  of  news  from  the  other  side,  for  those 
w ho  have  wagers,  will  be — which  arrived  out  first. 

From  the  Courier  and  Inquirer. 

About  the  hour*  yesterday,  at  which  it  was  an- 
nounced that  the  British  steam  ships  would  leave 
their  moorings  at  the  wharf,  on  their  return  voyage, 
our  streets,  usually  so  thronged  with  people,  were 
’comparatively  deserted,  and  the  shores  on  either 
side  of  the  river  were  literally  swarming  with  the 
multitude.  On  the  New  York  side,  the  vessels  at 
the  wharves  were  crowded  from  their  decks  to  their 
maintops,  every  spot  from  which  a sight  of  the  river 
could  be  caught,  even  the  house  tops,  was  filled, 
and  the  battery  in  partieir lar  — the  great  resort  on 
such  occasions — seemed  teeming  with  human  be- 
ings. Nor  was  the  Brooklyn  shore  less  a place  of 
resort.  From  the  navy  yard  to  Red  Hook,  the 
heights  were  lined  with  spectators,  all  anxious,  if 
not  to  gratify  their  curiosity,  at  least  to  be  able  to 
say  that  they  had  seen  the  steam  ships  depart. 
Perhaps  an  expectation  that  there  would  be  some- 
thing tike  a trial  of  speed  between  the  two  compe- 
titors for  the  honors  of  Atlantic  navigation,  added 
to  the  general  curiosity  exhibited.  If  it  were  so, 
disappointment,  in  this  respect,  could  not  be  more 
complete,  for  we  are  happy  to  say  that  the  com- 
manders of  each  vessel,  and  all  concerned  in  them, 
repudiate  the  idea  of  obtaining  any  advantage  in 
public  estimation  by  the  dangerous  expedient  of 
calling  to  their  aid  more  than  the  usual  quantum  of 
that  mighty  power  which  impels  them. 

On  regarding  the  scene  which  the  East  river  and 
its  shores  yesterday  presented,  the  thought  that 
would  probably  first  suggest  itself  to  a reflecting 
mind  would  be:  how  insignificant  are  the  objects 
which  have  called  this  mass  together — though  these 
objects  are  the  work  of  human  intelligence  in  one 
of  its  highest  efforts — compared  with  Ihe  imposing 
spectacle  of  such  a concentration  of  human  beings, 
of  the  great  city  they  bar  e reared  for  themselves, 


of  nature’s  hand  seen  in  the  broad  expanse  of  wa- 
ters wliich  courses  along  its  shores!  Even  when 
the  steam  ships  themselves  entered  on  the  scene, 
we  involuntarily  called  to  mind  a passage  in  one  of 
Walter  Scott’s  novels  where  he  speaks  of  the  com- 
parative pigmy  display  which  a large  military  array 
made  amid  the  high  hills  of  Scotland. 

But  a truce  to  philosophizing.  Our  task  is  to  tell 
of  the  departure  of  the  steam  ships.  At  about 
twenty  minutes  past  one,  the  firing  of  a gun  from 
the  Great  Western  announced  her  departure  from 
the  w harf,  and  she  proceeded,  occasionally  firing  as 
she  went,  along  the  usual  channel  to  sea.  The 
British  Queen  left  her  moorings  at  ten  minutes  past 
two,  made  a slight  curve  up  to  the  navy  yard,  and 
then  stood  on  her  course.  As  she  passed  the  U.  S. 
ship  North  Carolina,  the  band  paid  her  the  same 
compliment  they  had  on  her  arrival,  of  playing 
“God  save  the  queen.”  She,  too,  occasionally  sa- 
luted the  city,  which  was  answered  from  the  guns 
at  Castle  Garden.  At  the  Narrows  she  was  detained 
half  an  hour  in  putting  on  board  the  steam  packet 
Neptune  a boat  load  of  tile  friends  of  the  passengers, 
and  then  pursued  her  way.  When  last  seen,  at 
about  18  miles  distant  from  the  city,  the  Greht 
Western  was  about  fifteen  miles  ahead  of  Ihe  Queen, 
the  latter  then  going  along  majestically,  with  some 
sail  set. 

The  steamers  Neptune,  Passaic,  Novelty,  Her- 
cules and  Arrow  accompanied  the  British  steamers 
to  sea.  They  were  crowded  with  passengers,  be- 
decked with  flags  and  provided  with  bands  of  music. 

The  mayor  of  Portsmouth,  Eng.  previous  to  the 
departure  of  the  British  Queen  steamer  on  her 
voyage  to  New  York,  invited,  in  the  name  of  the 
burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  place,  captain  Ro- 
berts, her  commander,  his  officers  and  crew,  and  all 
the  passengers  she  might  bring  from  New  York  on 
her  return,  to  an  entertainment  on  a large  scale. 
Fat  times  for  the  passengeis. 


PERILOUS  ADVENTURE  AT  THE  FALLS 
OF  NIAGARA. 

Buffalo,  July  26. 

An  occurrence  of  most  thrilling  interest  took 
place  at  Niagara  Falls  yesterday  afternoon,  attended 
with  immense  peii!  to  the  lives  of  two  individuals, 
but  resulting  in  a most  happy  and  providential  de- 
liverance. 

The  new  bridge  to  Iris  island  is  planted  in  a 
frightful  rapid,  where  the  current  is  from  20  to  30 
miles  an  hour,  and  is  only  about  100  or  150  yards 
above  the  brow  of  the  great  pricipice  or  perpendicu- 
lar fall.  A carpenter  by  the  name  of  Chapin  was 
engaged  with  others  in  covering  the  bridge,  and 
while  at  work  upon  a staging  about  100  feet  from 
Iris  island,  accidently  lost  his  footing  and  was  pre- 
cipitated into  the  rapids,  and  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye  swept  away  towards  the  great  cataract.  Speedy 
and  inevitable  destruction  seemed  to  await  him;  but 
fortunately  he  was  uninjured  by  the  fall,  and  even 
in  this  most  hopeless  condition  retained  perfect  self- 
possession.  Turning  his  eye  toward  the  only  point 
of  hope  above  the  fearful  precipice,  he  succeeded, 
by  great  dexterity'  in  swimming,  in  effecting  a land- 
ing upon  a little  island  some  twenty  feet  in  width 
and  length,  the  outermost  of  Ihe  group  of  Little  Ce- 
dar islands,  situated  some  thirty  or  forty  yards  above 
the  falls,  and  about  equidistant  fiom  Goat  Island  and 
the  American  shore. 

There  he  stood  for  an  hour,  looking  calmly  and 
beseechingly  back  upon  the  numerous  spectators 
who  lined  the  bridge  and  shores,  but  with  whom 
he  could  hold  no  conversation  on  account  of  the  dis- 
tance, and  the  roar  of  the  rapids. 

There  is  a man  in  the  village  of  the  Falls  by  the 
name  of  Robinson,  of  extraordinary  muscular  pow- 
er, great  intrepidity,  and  withal  an  admirable  boat- 
man—and  he  was  probably  the  only  one  that  could 
have  been  found  within  fitly  miles — whogenerously 
volunteered  his  services  to  attempt  reaching  the  is- 
land in  a boat  and  bring  Chapin  oft'.  A lighl  boat  of 
two  oars,  similar  in  construction  to  the  White  Hall 
race  boats,  was  soon  procured,  and  he  embarked. 

He  proceeded  with  great  deliberation  and  con- 
summate skill,  darling  his  little  boat  across  the  ra- 
pid channels,  and  at  the  intervening  eddies  holding 
up,  to  survey  his  situation  and  recruit  his  strength 
for  the  next  trial.  In  a few  minutes  he  neared 
the  island,  but  a rapid  channel  still  intervened, 
sweeping  close  to  the  island,  and  rendering  the  at- 
tempt to  land  very  difficult.  He  paused  for  a mo- 
ment, and  then,  with  all  his  strength,  darted  across 
and  sprang  from  his  boat — his  foot  slipped,  and  he 
fell  backward  into  the  rapid  current.  With  the 
spectators  it  was  a moment  of  thrilling  interest  and 
breathless  silence;  his  boat  seemed  inevitably  lost, 
and  himself  in  fearful  jeopardy.  Retaining,  howe- 
ver, his  grasp  on  the  boat,  he  sprang  in,  and  again 
seizing  his  oars  brought  up  under  the  lee  of  the  little 
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island.  All  again  felt  a momentary  relief,  but  still 
the  great  labor  and  hazard  of  the  enterprise  remain- 
ed to  be  overcome.  A cool  head  and  a strong  arm 
could  only  effect  it — Robinson  proved  equal  to  the 
task.  Taking  his  companion  on  board  in  the  same 
careful  and  deliberate  manner,  though  at  infinitely 
greater  hazard  and  labor,  they  effected  a safe  land- 
ing on  Goat  island. 

There  the  spectators  assembled  to  give  Ihein  a 
cordial  greeting.  A scene  of  great  excitement  en- 
sued. The  boat  was  drawn  up  the  bank,  and  it  was 
moved  and  carried  by  acclamation  that  a collection 
be  taken  up  on  the  spot  for  Chapin  and  his  noble- 
hearted  deliverer,  Robinson.  It  was  a generous  one, 
and  was  thankfully  received;  but  the  reflection  to 
Robinson  that  he  has  rescued  a feliow-being  under 
such  circumstances  will  be  to  his  generous  heart  a 
much  richer  one.  After  the  collection,  Robinson 
and  Chapin  took  their  seats  in  the  boat,  and  were 
carried  in  triumph  on  the  shoulders  of  their  neigh- 
bors to  the  village. 

The  intense  interest  of  the  whole  scene  was 
heightened  by  the  presence  of  Chapin’s  wife  and 
children,  who  stood  on  the  shore,  watching  with  un- 
availing horror  and  agony  what  seemed  his  inevita- 
ble and  fearful  fate.  With  what  devout  and  heart- 
felt gratitude  must  they  have  thanked  God,  when 
the  husband  and  parent  once  more  stood  by  their 
side  safe  and  sound.  [Com.  Advertiser. 

SURVEY  OF  THE  COAST  OF  THE  U.  S. 

AND  THE  PREPARATIONS  OF  STANDARD  WEIGHTS 

AND  MEASURES  FOR  THE  CUSTOM  HOUSES  AND 

THE  RESPECTIVE  STATES  OF  THE  UNION. 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

Believing  that  a brief  sketch  of  the  object  and 
progress  made  in  these  two  great  national  works 
may  prove  interesting  to  our  readers  and  the  com- 
munity generally,  we  have  taken  some  pains  to  pro- 
cure accurate  information  from  authentic  sources 
on  these  subjects.  The  following  contains  the  re- 
sult of  our  inquiries: 

SURVEY  OF  THE  COAST. 

The  attention  of  congress  was  first  invited  to  the 
subject  of  a survey  of  the  entire  coast  of  the  United 
States  by  president  Jefferson  in  1807,  and  a law 
was  accordingly  passed  in  that  year,  authorising 
and  requesting  the  president  “to  cause  a survey  to 
be  taken  of  the  coasts  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  shall  be  designated  the  islands  and  shoals, 
with  the  roads  or  places  of  anchorage,  within  twen- 
ty leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the  United 
States;  and  also  the  respective  courses  anddistances 
between  the  principal  capes  or  head  lands,  together 
with  such  other  matter  as  he  may  deem  proper  for 
completing  an  accurate  chart  of  every  part  of  the 
coasts  within  the  extent  aforesaid.” 

The  act  further  authorised  and  requested  the 
president,  “for  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to 
cause  proper  and  intelligent  persons  to  be  employed, 
and  also  such  of  the  public  vessels  in  actual  service 
as  he  may  judge  expedient,  and  to  give  such  in- 
structions for  regulating  their  conduct  as  to  him 
may  appear  proper  according  to  the  tenor  of  this 
act.” 

The  duty  of  carrying  into  effect  this  law  was  de- 
volved by  the  president  on  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  Mr.  Gallatin.  Accordingly,  in  March, 
1S07,  a circular  was  issued  by  that  officer,  request- 
ing the  suggestion  of  the  outlines  of  a plan  of  the 
contemplated  work,  “to  unite  correctness  and  prac- 
ticability.” Various  plans  were  presented,  and  one 
submitted  by  professor  F.  R.  Hassler  was  adopted 
by  the  president;  but,  owing  to  the  situation  of  the 
external  relations  of  the  country  at  that  period,  the 
president  deemed  it  best  to  postpone  commencing 
the  work,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  directed  Mr.  H. 
to  furnish  descriptions  of  the  scientific  instruments 
required  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work.  These 
preliminaries  being  settled,  and  it  appearing  that  the 
necessary  instruments  could  not  be  procured  in  the 
country,  it  become  necessary  to  send  to  Europe  lor 
them,  whither  Mr.  Hassler  was  instructed  to  pro- 
ceed for  that  object.  He  accordingly  embarked  for 
England  in  the  year  1811,  and  had  the  necessary 
instruments  prepared  under  his  immediate  direc- 
tion and  inspection.  Before  this  commission  was 
accomplished,  however,  the  peace  of  the  country 
was  interrupted,  and  Mr.  Hassler  was  thus  prevent- 
ed from  returning  to  the  United  States  with  the  in- 
struments until  towards  the  close  of  the  year  1815. 

In  the  year  1818  Mr.  Dallas,  then  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  president, 
engaged  the  services  of  Mr.  Hassler,  who  entered 
on  the  undertaking  as  superintendent  of  the  entire 
work,  with  authority  to  employ  officers  from  the 
corps  of  engineers  and  from  the  navy  as  assistants, 
and  to  provide  the  necessary  equipments,  &c.  for 
the  successful  prosecution  of  the  work.  After  the 
preparatory  reconnoitering  and  surveys,  a base  line 
was  established  and  duly  ratified  by  careful  calcula- 


tion in  New  Jersey  in  1817,  and  sundry  primary 
triangulations  projected  and  completed  during  said 
year.  The  work  at  this  period  was  interrupted  by 
the  omission  of  congress  to  make  the  necessary  ap- 
propriations, presumed  to  have  been  owing  to  the 
urgent  demand  for  funds  to  meet  the  payments  on 
account  of  the  heavy  national  debt  then  due  by  the 
country,  and  other  important  objects  of  a public  na- 
ture. Matters  thus  remained  until  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  the  10th  July,  1832,  entitled  “an  act  to 
carry  into  effect  the  act  to  provide  for  a survey  of 
the  coast  of  the  United  Statps,”  by  which  the  act  of 
1807  was  revived,  and  lequiring  the  survey  to  em- 
brace the  coasts  of  Florida.  This  act  alsoautho- 
rises  the  president,  “in  the  execution  of  the  law,  to 
employ  all  persons  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  such  astronomers  and  other 
persons  as  he  may  deem  proper.” 

Mr.  Hassler  was  again  appointed  by  the  president 
to  make  the  survey  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  treasury  department,  on  the  same  terms  agreed 
upon  in  1816.  Under  the  fostering  care  of  congress, 
this  great  national  work  has  been  since  prosecuted 
with  as  much  vigor  and  activity  as  the  nature  of  it 
would  admit  of,  and  many  highly  important  results 
have  already  been  realized,  and  amongst  them  the 
discovery  of  another  channel  into  the  harbor  of 
New  Yoik,  of  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  the  safe 
passage  of  vessels  of  the  largest  class  in  and  out  of 
that  port. 

The  superintendent  has  under  his  direction  seve- 
ral able  assistants  and  officers  under  them,  engaged 
in  the  topographical  part  of  the  survey,  and  are  di- 
vided into  separate  corps  for  accomplishing  the 
main  and  secondary  triangulations,  and  the  planeta- 
ble  operations.  Besides,  there  are  four  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  hydrographical  portions  of  the  work, 
in  making  the  necessary  soundings  and  examina- 
tion of  currents,  shores,  bays,  harbors,  &c.  on  the 
coast.  These  operations  are  conducted  by  intelli- 
gent and  experienced  naval  officers,  (under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  superintendent)  where 
determinations  are  grounded  on  points  and  results 
first  established  by  the  topographical  parties  on  the 
land,  and  thereby  giving  to  them  mathematical  pre- 
cision and  certainty. 

From  a casual  examination  of  the  report  of  the 
superintendent,  made  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  laid  before  congress  at  the  last  session,  it 
appears  that  the  W'ork  has  been  completed  in  all  its 
details  throughout  that  part  of  the  coast  and  adja- 
cent waters  lying  between  the  eastern  extremity  of 
Long  Island  Sound,  to  the  neighborhood  of  Long 
Branch,  New  Jersey,  and  the  necessary  triangula- 
tions to  pursue  the  survey  and  soundings  of  the 
Delaware,  the  outer  sea  shore  and  Barnegat  bay, 
have  been  extended  southerly  to  the  vicinity  of 
Cape  May,  and  towards  the  north  to  Mount  Car- 
mel, in  Connecticut.  Sounding  parties  are  now 
engaged  in  completing  their  operations  between  the 
points  indicated.  Accurate  maps  and  charts  of  the 
respective  portions  of  the  work,  as  it  progressed, 
have  been  prepared,  and  whenever  directed  by  con- 
gress to  be  published,  will,  no  doubt,  furnish  highly 
important  information,  and  prove  of  great  practical 
public  utility,  and  especially  to  the  maritime  portion 
of  the  community. 

STANDARD  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

In  December,  1819,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  a resolution  was 
adopted  by  the  house  of  representatives,  directing 
the  secretary  of  state  “to  report  to  this  house  what 
information  he  may  be  able  to  obtain  as  to  the  re- 
gulations and  standard  for  weights  and  measures  in 
the  several  states,  and  as  to  the  proceedings  in  fo- 
reign countries  for  establishing  uniformity  in  weights 
and  measures;  together  with  such  a plan  for  fixing  a 
standard  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  United 
States,  as  he  may  deem  most  proper  for  their  adop- 
tion.” 

In  compliance  with  this  resolution,  a very  able 
and  interesting  report  was  made  by  the  secretary  of 
state,  (Mr.  Adams),  in  February,  1821,  detailing 
many  important  facts,  and  exhibiting  a remarkable 
difference  between  the  weights  and  measures  used 
at  the  respective  custom  houses. 

No  further  proceedings  appear  to  have  been  taken 
in  the  matter  until  May,  1830,  when  a resolution 
was  adopted  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  then  senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  directingthe  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury “to  cause  a comparison  to  be  made  of  the 
standards  of  weights  and  measures  now  used  in  the 
principal  custom  houses  in  the  United  States,  and 
report  to  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress.” 

In  obedience  to  this  resolution,  the  required  com- 
parison was  commenced  under  the  immediate  su- 
perintendence of  Mr.  F.  R.  Hassler,  whose  high 
I reputation  for  scientific  acquirements  generally,  and 


experience  in  this  branch  especially,  recommended 
him  as  peculiarly  qualified  for  the  undertaking.  It 
was  conducted  on  the  best  established  scientific 
principles,  and  the  result  exhibited  such  remarkable 
disparity  in  the  weights  and  measures  used  in  the 
different  custom  houses,  as  to  demonstrate  the  ur- 
gent necessity  of  providing  standards  for  their  regu- 
lation, to  insure  uniformity  throughout  the  United 
States.  Reports  were  accordingly  made  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  to  the  senate  in  1831  and  ’32, 
accompanied  by  a detailed  statement  prepared  by 
Mr.  Hassler,  showing  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
comparison  and  the  results  obtained.  In  some  cases 
the  bushel  was  found  to  differ  quite  six  quarts,  and 
the  twenty-eight  pound  weight  to  differ  between 
two  and  three  ounces.  The  yard  stick  differed  less, 
though  it  was  usually  too  long.  As  the  general 
collection  act  of  1799  requires  a periodical  “exami- 
nation and  trial  of  the  weights  and  measures,  and 
other  instruments  used  in  ascertaining  the  duties  on 
imports,  to  be  made  with  standards  to  be  provided 
by  each  collector  at  the  public  expense,”  the  trea- 
sury department  forthwith  gave  directions  to  have 
the  necessary  standards  prepared  according  to  au- 
thentic units  ascertained  and  recommended  by  Mr. 
H.  to  wil: 

“The  avoirdupois  pound  (which  is  the  pound  of 
commerce)  to  be  derived  from  the  troy  pound  of  the 
mint  by  the  legal  proportions  of  5,760  grains,  which 
constitute  the  troy  pound,  to  7,000  grains  troy, 
which  constitute  the  avoirdupois  pound.  The  liquid 
measure  to  be  the  wine  gallon  of  231  cubic  inches; 
and  the  dry  measure  the  Winchester  bushel  of 
2,150.42  cubic  inches,  according  to  the  standard  of 
36  inches,  adopted  as  the  English  yard.” 

Brass  being  decided  to  be  the  most  suitable  mate- 
rial for  the  standards,  and  it  being  important  to  have 
it  of  the  best  quality,  it  was  accordingly  prepared 
from  American  zinc  ore  and  the  purest  copper  to  be 
obtained.  The  result  has  been  the  production  of 
brass  of  a very  superior  quality,  prepared  in  this 
city  by  the  superintendent  and  his  assistant. 

The  standard  weights  have  already  been  complet- 
ed and  delivered  to  the  respective  custom  houses, 
and  the -measures  of  capacity  and  of  length  have 
been  mostly  fabricated,  and  are  now  undergoing  pro- 
per comparison  and  final  adjustment,  which  it  is  ex- 
pected will  be  completed  at  an  early  period.  Some 
judgment  can  be  formed  of  the  difficulty  in  making 
this  adjustment,  when  it  is  stated  that  the  scales  to 
test  the  weights  can  be  turned  by  a hair,  and  that 
the  thinnest  silk  paper  can  be  detected  on  the  end 
of  the  yard. 

By  a joint  resolution  of  congress,  approved  the 
14th  of  June,  1836,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is 
directed  “to  cause  a complete  set  of  all  the  weights 
and  measures  adopted  as  standard,  and  now  either 
made  or  in  the  progress  of  manufacture  for  the  use 
of  the  several  custom  houses,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses, to  be  delivered  to  the  governor  of  each  state  in 
the  union,  or  such  persons  as  he  may  appoint,  for 
the  use  of  the  states  respectively,  to  the  end  that  an 
uniform  standard  of  weights  and  measures  may  be 
established  throughout  the  union.” 

We  understand  that  the  standard  weights  have  al- 
ready been  completed  for  the  respective  states,  and 
the  executives  thereof  duly  advised  of  the  fact.  In 
many  instances,  they  have  been  delivered,  and  in 
■others  the  department  is  awaiting  the  receipt  of 
proper  directions  as  to  their  delivery  and  transmis- 
sion. 

The  preparation  of  the  weights  and  measures,  as 
well  as  their  distribution,  has  at  all  times  been  under 
the  general  superintendence  of  the  head  of  the  treasury 
department;  but  that  of  the  survey  of  the  coast  was, 
in  1833,  transferred  from  the  treasury  to  the  navy 
department,  then  in  charge  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  as 
secretary.  In  1835,  after  that  gentleman  was  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  treasury  department,  the  survey 
of  the  coast  was  again  put  in  charge  of  the  latter 
department,  where  it  still  remains. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  hasty  sketch,  without 
again  adverting  to  the  great  importance  of  these 
works  in  a national  point  of  view,  and  according 
our  humble  meed  of  praise  to  those  distinguished 
men  who  conceived,  as  well  as  those  who  counte- 
nanced and  supported  the  undertakings.  By  the 
first  mentioned  work,  all  the  prominent  points  in 
our  extensive  seacoast,  with  the  numerous  bays, 
harbors,  shoals,  currents,  &c.  together  with  the  true 
location  and  bearing  of  the  respective  light  houses 
and  beacons,  will  be  established  with  scientific  ex- 
actness and  precision;  and  by  the  last,  the  no  less 
important  regulation  of  a system  prescribing  uni- 
formity in  regard  to  weights  and  measures  through- 
out the  union.  These  facts  cannot  fail  to  commend 
the  works  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
American  people,  as  they  will  tend  to  exalt  our  na- 
tional character,  and  be  deemed  lasting  memorials 
of  the  age  and  of  the  institutions  under  vvhich  they 
were  matured  and  accomplished. 
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OFFICIAL  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  PROGRESS 
OF  THE  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

From  the  Globe  of  ‘Hist  July. 

THE  NEW  TREASURY. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  congress,  many  addi- 
tional rooms  in  this  building  have  been  completed, 
and  occupied  by  the  different  bureaus  connected 
with  the  treasury  department.  Beside  the  secre- 
tary, who,  with  his  suit,  occupied  rooms  in  this 
building  the  last  year,  we  now  have  to  add  the  trea- 
surer, the  register,  the  first  comptroller,  the  attor- 
ney general,  the  solicitor  and  the  commissioner  of 
the  general  land  office.  The  secretary,  for  the  pre- 
sent, occupies  the  north  wing  on  the  first  or  colon- 
nade floor;  the  attorney  general  the  west  side  of  the 
south  wing,  on  the  same  floor;  the  solicitor  the  east 
side  of  the  same  wing,  on  the  same  floor;  the  trea- 
surer occupies  rooms  adjoining  both  the  attorney 
general  and  solicitor.  The  first  comptroller’s  rooms 
are  on  the  west  side  of  the  south  wing,  second  floor; 
the  register’s  rooms  on  the  east  side  of  the  same 
wing,  and  second  floor;  the  commissioner  of  the  land 
office  occupies  the  whole  of  the  rooms  in  the  north 
wing,  upon  the  second  and  third  floors. 

Tiie  west  wing  is  in  rapid  progress  of  construc- 
tion, and  will  probably  be  in  a state  to  be  occupied 
the  ensuing  winter:  the  four  floors  in  this  wing  will 
contain  forty-eight  rooms. 

As  this  structure  draws  nigh  completion,  its  adap- 
tation to  the  object  of  its  construction  becomes  more 
manifest.  The  fears  which,  in  the  incipient  state 
of  the  work,  were  entertained  by  some  on  this  and 
other  grounds,  have  proved  to  be  groundless.  The 
corridors,  both  in  their  width  and  quantity  of  light, 
are  amply  sufficient.  The  rooms  are  abundantly 
large  for  the  transaction  of  the  public  business. — 
The  attic,  or  third  story  rooms,  which  it  was  thought 
would  be  dark  and  uncomfortable,  are  airy,  plea- 
sant and  sufficiently  lighted.  And  lastly,  upon  the 
stability  of  the  building,  in  its  walls  and  arches, 
upon  which  a doubt  was  expressed  by  some,  there 
can  be  now  but  one  opinion,  and  that  altogether  in 
its  favor.  Nothing  can  be  more  beautiful  than  the 
vaulted  ceilings  of  the  rooms,  halls  and  corridors;  in 
their  lightness  and  form  of  construction  we  have  ex- 
hibited the  triumphs  of  science  and  art  over  the  gra- 
vity of  mere  matter. 

The  floors  of  the  corridors  in  the  two  principal 
stories  are  paved  with  black  and  white  marble  tiles, 
disposed  diamond  fashion;  the  attic  corridor  floors 
are  paved  with  the  German  white  and  red  flag  stone; 
the  basement  corridor  floor  will  be  paved  with  the 
Seneca  flag  stone. 

The  main  corridor,  running  north  and  south,  ex- 
tends 340  feet;  that  running  east  and  west  170  feet! 
These  corridors,  with  their  vaulted  ceilings  and  tes- 
selated  pavements,  produced  a fine  effect  to  the  eye, 
ranging  their  whole  extent.  When  the  grand  stair- 
case (which  is  to  be  ot' white  marble)' shall  have 
been  completed,  and  thrown  into  contiguity  with  its 
spacious  hall,  studded  with  massive  doric  columns, 
which  support  a fretted  groin  ceiling,  this  central 
entrance  to  the  building  will  be  at  once  striking  and 
picturesque.  In  front  and  on  either  hand  extend 
the  vaulted  corridors,  into  which  all  the  various  of- 
fice rooms  open  and  communicate  with  each  other 
on  every  floor. 

The  whole  interior  plan  is  so  arranged  as  to  af- 
ford every  facility  of  intercourse  between  the  dif- 
ferent bureaus,  with  every  admissible  economy  of 
space  and  security  of  the  public  records  deposited 
here.  The  dressings  of  all  the  doors  and  windows, 
as  also  the  skirting  or  base  course  of  the  rooms  and 
corridors,  are  of  stone,  and  the  floors  of  the  rooms 
covered  with  hydraulic  cement,  which  is  for  this 
purpose  equal  to  stone  itself,  and  vastly  more  eco- 
nomical. 

There  are  three  main  approaches  upon  the  colon- 
nade level  to  the  interiorof  the  building,  which  con- 
duct to  so  many  marble  stairways  leading  up  to  the 
dilferent  stories,  and  down  to  the  basement  apart- 
ment. On  the  basement  floor  a number  of  rooms 
have  been  and  are  now  nearly  finished,  and  some 
occupied.  As  the  cut  stone  for  the  west  wing 
walls,  now  under  construction,  has  to  be  carried 
through  the  corridor  of  this  story,  neither  it  nor  the 
rooms  can  be  completed  for  office  business.  When 
thi3  operation  ceases,  the  whole  will  be  finished, 
and  the  accommodations  furnished  here  will  be  lit- 
tle inferior  to  those  on  the  third  story.  The  floor 
of  the  basement  rooms  is  a step  above  the  ground, 
and  being  constructed  of  solid  masonry,  paved  and 
cemented  with  hydraulic  mortar,  they  will  be  en- 
tirely dry. 

The  present  extent  of  plan  of  this  building,  when 
the  west  wing  is  completed,  will  furnish  about  150 
rooms,  of  varied  dimensions;  the  area  of  the  office 
rooms  exceeds  300  square  feet,  and  their  cubical 
contents  3,600  feet,  ample  space  for  two  clerks, 
which  they  were  originally  designated  to  accom- 
modate. 


The  operations  on  this  building  have  been  chiefly 
confined  this  year  to  complete  the  interior  for  early 
occupancy.  Nothing  has  been  done  towards  rear- 
ing its  magnificent  colonnade.  Many  blocks  of  the 
columns  are  on  the  ground,  and  a few  of  them  work- 
ed and  set  up  on  the  terrace.  A number  of  the  ca- 
pitals and  bases  are  cut,  which  will  forward  this 
work  when  undertaken. 

The  grade  of  15th  street,  in  front  of  the  colonnade 
terrace,  is  now  undergoing  a change,  which,  when 
carried  out  to  completion,  will  obviate  the  natural 
defect  complained  of  in  the  locality  of  the  building, 
arising  out  of  the  rapid  grade  of  the  street,  which 
covered  up  one  end  of  the  basement  so  deeply.  The 
base  of  the  colonnade  will  then  present  a level  line 
in  its  whole  extent,  and  thus  the  finished  parts  of 
the  building  be  raised  entirely  out  of  the  ground. 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  PATENT  OFFICE  BUILDING. 

This  edifice  is  now  having  its  last  or  upper  tier 
of  arches  turned.  These  arches,  which  form  the 
ceiling  of  one  immense  room,  are  supported  by 
twenty  columns  and  twenty-eight  pilasters,  sur- 
mounted by  their  entablature,  which  decorate  and 
divide  it  into  eighteen  alcoves.  The  whole  extent 
of  this  grand  saloon  is  263  feet  by  62  feet  wide,  and 
will  be  appropriated  to  the  display  of  the  models  of 
art. 

The  exterior  walls  approach  their  finished  height, 
and  in  some  parts  the  main  cornice  is  set.  As  the 
roof  is  now  in  preparation,  and  the  arches  are  ex- 
pected to  be  in  a state  to  be  covered  in  within  a 
month  or  six  weeks,  there  is  every  probability  that 
the  two  suites  of  rooms  below  will  be  prepared  for 
occupancy  before  the  next  meeting  of  congress. 

The  first  or  basement  story  of  this  building  (which 
is  above  the  ground)  contains  one  large  room  for 
models,  70  by  62  feet;  two  other  large  rooms,  30 
by  20  feet;  eight  rooms,  20  by  22  feet,  besides  a 
spacious  hall  and  stair-case  86  by  38  feet,  a corridor 
15  feet  wide,  and  four  small  rooms  20  by  10  feet. — 
These  apartments  are  all  vaulted  with  groin  arches, 
and  those  in  the  hall  and  large  model  room  sprung 
upon  massive  piers  of  stone. 

The  second  or  principal  floor,  which  is  level  with 
the  terrace  of  the  portico,  is  similarly  divided,  and 
contains  thesame  number  of  apartments  of  the  same 
size  as  the  story  below,  massive  columns  taking  the 
place  of  the  square  pillars  for  supporting  the  arches. 
The  upper  or  third  floor  has  been  already  described. 

The  ascent  to  the  principal  floor  will  be  by  a 
flight  of  granite  steps,  which  land  on  a spacious  ter- 
race spreading  nearly  100  feet  in  extent,  and  32 
feet  wide.  This  terrace  is  elevated  on  groin  arches, 
and  forms  the  base  of  the  grand  portico,  which  is 
composed  of  sixteen  columns,  in  double  rows,  and 
two  massive  antse,  rising  with  their  entablature  50 
feet,  the  u'hole  surmounted  by  a portico.  The  pro- 
portions of  this  portico  correspond  with  those  of  the 
Parthenon  at  Athens. 

Passing  across  the  terrace  of  the  portico,  you  en- 
ter a spacious  hall,  decorated  with  columns  which 
support  groin  arche3,  at  the  end  of  which  a double 
flight  of  circular  steps  of  marble  will  ascend  to  the 
grand  model  saloon.  The  whole  of  this  story,  to- 
gether with  the  entire  building,  is  vaulted,  and 
made  fire  proof. 

The  operations  on  this  edifice  are  all  bent  to  ren- 
dering the  interior  habitable  within  the  shortest 
period.  Consequently,  little  or  no  progress  has  been 
made  with  the  portico,  except  constructing  its  base, 
which  is  of  massive  granite,  and  turning  the  arch 
which  is  to  support  the  steps. 

The  basement  story  of  the  building  is  constructed 
with  split  granite,  (except  the  base  of  the  porlico, 
which  is  dressed).  The  superstructure  is  built  of 
freestone.  The  present  building  is  in  length  270 
feet,  and  in  depth  70  feet.  When  its  wings  are  ad- 
ded, the  fagade  will  extend  240  feet. 

This  edifice  has  a commanding  position,  seated 
upon  a ridge  of  ground  which,  from  the  top  of  the 
building,  enabled  the  eye  to  range  over  the  whole 
city.  The  principal  approach  to  it  is  by  Sth  street, 
which  is  fronted  by  the  portico,  so  that  this  impos- 
ing feature  in  the  fagade  will  or  may  be  viewed  all 
the  wav  from  Pennsylvania  avenue.  It  is  in  con- 
templation to  grade  8th  street  in  such  a manner  as 
to  enable  the  whole  height  of  this  portico,  with  its 
basement,  to  be  seen  from  the  avenue. 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  GENERAL  POST  OFFICE  BUILD- 
ING. 

The  foundations  of  this  edifice  are  in  a rapid  state 
of  construction.  Already  the  massive  wall  of  the 
southern  section  are  up  to  the  level  to  receive  the 
sub  basement  of  marble,  of  which  material  three 
facades  of  this  building  are  to  be  erected;  the  other 
walls  are  rising  with  despatch,  and  will,  in  the  course 
of  the  next  month,  be  ready  for  the  cut  stone  work 
on  every  front.  The  centres  for  the  first  tier  of 
arches  will  soon  be  set. 

The  marble  work  will  commence  early  in  the  en- 
suing month.  Extensive  shops  are  now  being  erect- 


ed on  7th  street,  in  the  “mall,”  for  preparing  the 
stone.  The  north  front  is  to  be  erected  of  granite, 
which  will  proceed  to  be  cut  and  set  simultaneously 
with  the  marble,  as  will  also  the  freestone,  of  which 
material  the  dressings  of  all  the  doors  and  windows 
in  the  interior  ot  the  building  are  to  be  formed. 

A stronger  or  handsomer  piece  of  work  than  that 
presented  in  the  foundation  walls  of  this  building 
cannot  be  found  any  where.  The  stone  is  obtained 
from  quarries  on  the  Potomac,  and  is  of  a remarka- 
bly good  quality  for  making  substantial  walls,  being 
long  and  broad,  and  with  square  flat  beds.  The 
jambs  and  quoins  in  the  interior  have  been  formed 
of  the  old  cut  stone  saved  in  the  walls  of  the  former 
building  that  was  burnt;  which,  while  adding  to  the 
beauty  of  the  work,  economizes  in  the  cost  of  con- 
struction. 

The  plan  of  this  building  is  a parallelogram,  204 
feet  in  extent, and  65  feet  in  width,  with  two  wings 
at  right  angles,  103  feet  each,  and  54  feet  wide. 
The  elevation  will  embrace  three  floors  above  the 
basement,  and  afford  about  eighty  rooms  for  the 
business  of  the  department.  It  is  not  intended  to 
locate  the  city  post  office  in  this  building,  all  the 
space  being  required  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
department. 

The  style  of  architecture  adopted  in  this  edifice 
is  the  Corinthian;  the  order,  composed  of  columns 
and  pilasters,  disposed  upon  a high  rustic  or  chan- 
nelled base,  forming  the  first  story.  The  marble  to 
be  used  in  its  construction  will  be  from  the  same 
quarries  as  have  supplied  the  custom  house  in  New 
York — a beautiful  white  stone.  The  granite  will 
be  obtained  from  the  quarries  on  the  Patapsco — a 
handsome  article,  a specimen  of  which  may  be  seen 
in  the  blockings  and  steps  in  front  of  the  treasury 
and  patent  office  buildings.  The  freestone  will 
come  from  Aquia  creek,  in  Virginia. 

The  whole  of  this  building  will  be  constructed 
fire-proof,  it  being  intended  that  every  part  should 
be  vaulted,  and  the  roof covered  with  copper.  It  is 
expected  to  be  completed  in  two  years. 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  NEW  JAIL. 

This  building  has  piogressed  with  every  possible 
degree  of  rapidity  since  its  commencement.  The 
foundations  were  begun  in  May  last;  the  walls  are 
now  raised  one  story,  and  the  first  tier  of  arches 
completed.  The  system  of  arching  is  intended  to 
be  continued  above,  so  as  to  render  the  building 
entirely  fire-proof. 

The  dimensions  of  this  edifice  are  as  follows:  100 
feet  front,  50  feet  deep  and  40  feet  high,  including 
three  stories.  By  the  interior  arrangement,  the  cri- 
minals’ apartments  are  entirely  separated  from  (hose 
of  the  debtors — the  enlrances  being  distinct  to  each. 
The  walls  of  the  cells  and  the  arches  are  constructed 
with  hydraulic  cement,  and  every  precaution  adopted 
to  guard  against  any  attempt  at  an  outbreak.  The 
dormitories  of  the  watchmen  look  into  the  passage 
leading  to  the  criminals’  cells.  This  passage  divides 
the  outer  from  the  inner  walls;  so  that  the  criminal 
would  have  to  break  through  two  walls  before  he 
could  reach  the  yard  or  court  of  the  prison.  Each 
cell,  as  well  as  the  entrances  to  the  passages,  will 
be  closed  with  iron  latticed  doors. 

The  walls  of  the  building  are  all  of  brick,  which, 
externally,  are  to  be  stuccoed  with  cement  to  imi- 
tate stone  work.  The  design  of  this  edifice  is  in 
the  simple  Anglo  Saxon  style,  with  massive  but- 
tresses, capped  with  stone;  between  these  buttresses 
runs  an  embattled  parapet.  A belfry  will  surmount 
the  roof,  to  receive  an  alarm  bell. 

It  is  intended  to  provide  accommodations  in  this 
building  for  the  keeper  and  his  assistants.  The 
main  or  south  front  will  not  have  the  appearance  of 
a prison,  as  the  iron  bars  to  the  windows  will  be 
fixed  inside.  The  edifice  is  located  on  the  Judiciary 
square,  upon  a commanding  site,  a short  distance 
north  of  the  Court  House  square,  and  will  include 
extensive  grounds. 

COURT  HOUSE  IN  ALEXANDRIA,  D.  C. 

This  building  was  commenced  the  last  spring, 
and  is  now  nearly  ready  to  receive  the  roof.  Its 
dimensions  are  60  feet  square,  and  40  feet  high  to 
the  eaves.  The  roof  is  to  be  hipped  all  round,  and 
its  peak  surmounted  by  a cupula  or  belfry.  The 
principal  front  is  ornamented  with  a doric  portico 
of  four  columns,  elevated  upon  a high  basement, 
flanked  by  a double  flight  of  stone  steps,  which  as- 
cend to  the  court-room  floor. 

The  building,  in  its  elevation,  presents  a base- 
ment, a principal  and  an  attic  story.  On  the  first 
floor  the  offices  of  the  court  room  are  placed,  the 
rooms  of  which  are  to  be  arched,  and  made  fire- 
proof. These  rooms  all  open  into  a spacious  corri- 
dor, extending  from  front  to  rear.  Besides  the  pub- 
lic steps  on  the  outside,  there  is  a stairway  com- 
municating with  the  upper  floors. 

The  hall  of  the  court,  with  its  jury  rooms,  &c. 
are  placed  on  the  second  floor,  the  public  access  to 
which  is  by  the  flight  of  stone  steps  before  men- 
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tioned,  ascending  to  the  portico,  from  which  you 
enter  a vestibule,  and  pass  from  thence  into  the 
outer  bar  of  the  court  room.  This  room  is  of  ample 
dimensions,  including  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
building,  sweeping  more  than  a semicircle  in  its 
plan,  and  rising  the  height  of  the  two  stories. 
Across  its  diameter  a spacious  gallery  stretches 
above,  which  is  communicated  with  from  a stair- 
way in  the  vestibule.  From  the  inner  bar  of  the 
court  room  a door  on  each  side  leads  into  two  small 
apartments  under  the  gallery  for  the  bailiffs,  which 
are  in  advance  of  the  two  jury  rooms  into  which 
they  open.  The  grand  jury  rooms  are  above  these, 
in  the  attic  story,  to  which  access  is  had  by  the 
same  stairway  that  leads  to  the  gallery. 

In  the  sweep  of  the  circle  forming  the  hall  of  the 
court,  two  of  the  square  angles  of  the  building 
are  cut  off  and  enclosed,  which  furnish  two  small 
apartments  for  the  judges  and  marshals,  each  hav- 
ing a window.  The  bar  is  divided  to  accommodate 
a number  of  desks,  besides  those  for  the  judges, 
clerk,  and  marshal,  and  the  jury  boxes,  &.c.  The 
area  of  the  room  includes  near  3,500  square  feet. 

It  is  expected  that  the  court  will  be  able  to  oc- 
cupy this  building  the  coming  spring  term. 

SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION. 

Early  in  the  late  session  of  congress,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  calling  the  attention 
of  congress  to  the  fact  of  the  receipt  and  invest- 
ment in  state  stocks  of  the  bequest  of  James  Smith- 
son  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  in  this  city  an 
institution  under  the  above  name  “for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,”  trans- 
mitted to  the  two  houses  the  following  replies  to 
letters  addressed  by  the  secretary  of  state  to  the 
writers,  inviting  the  communications  thus  made. 
The  subject  being  of  very  general  interest,  these 
letters  independently  of  the  names  of  the  writers, 
will  probably  be  generally  acceptable  to  our  readers. 

[Nat.  hit. 

Quincy,  October  8,  1838. 

Sir:  I duly  received  your  letter,  dated  in  July 
last,  expressing  the  desire  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  consult  the  views  of  persons  vers- 
ed in  science  and  in  matters  relating  to  public 
education,  as  to  the  modes  of  applying  tire  proceeds 
of  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  testator,  and  which  may  prove  most  advanta- 
geous to  mankind,  with  a view  to  present  to  con- 
gress the  subject  for  their  consideration  and  action 
upon  it. 

Having  been  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  reporter  of  the 
bill  which  became  the  act  of  July  1,  1836,  relating 
to  this  bequest,  in  which  act  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  is  pledged  for  the  application  of  the  funds, 
placed  by  the  founder  of  this  institution  at  their 
disposal,  to  the  promotion  of  the  great  object  of 
his  munificence,  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  know- 
ledge among  men,  I have  waited  with  anxious  ex- 
pectation the  consummation  of  the  first  requisite  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose — the  recovery 
of  the  fund  itself — aware  that,  until  that  should  be 
affected,  all  speculation  upon  the  most  suitable  ap- 
propriation of  the  proceeds  would  be  premature. 
It  is  with  the  warmest  satisfaction  that  1 have 
learnt  the  successful  attainment  of  this  preliminary 
end. 

When,  at  the  last  session  of  congress,  provision 
was  made  by  the  sixth  section  of  an  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  West  Point  academy,  for  the 
temporary  investment  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest, 
1 regretted  first,  that  this  provision  was  made,  not 
in  a separate  bill,  but  as  an  appendage  to  one  with 
w'hich  it  had  no  proper  connexion;  secondly  that 
the  investment  should  be  directed  in  stocks  of 
states;  and,  thirdly,  that  it  should  give  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  a discretionary  power  to  in- 
vest the  fund,  at  ayearly  interest  of  five  per  cent,  at 
the  very  time  when  the  government  itself  of  the  U. 
States  was  issuing  treasury  notes  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  occasion 
or  the  design  of  these  arrangements,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  evade  the  remarks,  that  here  was  a deduc- 
tion of  one  per  cent,  a year  from  (he  free  gift  of  a 
noble-minded  foreigner,  for  the  most  exalted  of 
purposes,  to  bestow  it  at  the  discretion  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  upon  some  favorite  state. 
This  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  an  appropriation 
of  the  fund  to  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  know- 
ledge among  men,  nor  did  it  lead  me  to  augur 
very  well  of  the  sequel. 

This,  however,  was  but  a temporary  investment 
of  the  fund,  which,  I was  willing  to  hope,  would 
under  no  consideration  be  made  permanent.  In 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, accompanying  the  bill  which  authorised 
the  president  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for 
recovering  the  fund,  1 had  set  forth  in  very  ex- 
plicit language,  my  sense  of  the  duties  which  de- 


volved on  the  government  of  the  United  States  by 
their  acceptance,  in  behalf  of  the  nation,  of  this  be- 
quest; and  with  the  same  views,  I introduced  into 
the  bill  a pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
that  the  fund  should  be  applied  to  the  generous 
purpose  of  the  testator. 

Before  leaving  Washington  last  July,  I took  the 
liberty  of  calling  upon  the  president,  and  of  ex- 
pressing to  him  my  earnest  hope  that,  in  the  in- 
terval before  the  next  session  of  congress,  he  would 
be  prepared  with  some  plan  for  the  permanent 
safe-keeping  and  security,  unimpaired,  of  the  fund 
itself,  by  an  investment  which  would  yield  a cer- 
tain income  as  large  as  the  ordinary  interest  of  the 
country,  and  for  appropriating  that  income  to  the 
object  of  the  testator — the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  among  men. 

I was  kindly  received  by  the  president,  who  as- 
sured me  of  his  readiness  to  take  into  consideration 
any  suggestions  which  I might  be  disposed  to  make 
on  the  subject,  or  those  of  any  other  person  whom 
I might  recommend. 

Thus  encouraged,  I gave  him  freely  the  views 
which  I entertained  with  regard  to  fixing  the  per- 
manency of  the  fund,  unimpaired,  and  to  suitable 
objects  of  application  for  its  annual  income.  The 
opinions  which  I gave  were  general,  and,  of  course, 
not  matured.  Further  reflection  since  that  time 
has  but  slightly  modified  them,  and  1 have  not 
since  had  the  opportunity  of  consulting  with  any 
person  in  my  own  judgment  qualified  to  give  coun- 
sel, at  once  judicious  and  perfectly  disinterested,  for 
the  disposal  of  the  fund. 

The  provision  made  at  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress was  made  merely  for  an  investment  for  a 
few  months,  that  the  fund  should,  after  the  arrival 
of  the  money  in  this  country,  not  remain  unocrupi- 
ed,  even  until  the  next  session  ot  congress.  The 
object  now  first  deserving  attention  will  be  to  se- 
cure the  permanency  of  the  fund  entire;  for  which 
purpose,  I must  indulge  the  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
intrusted  to  tray  bank,  nor  loaned  upon  any  pledge 
of  state  stocks. 

I should  greatly  prefer  that  it  should  be  disposed 
of  as  was  the  fund  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars which  had  been  held  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  in  trust  for  an  annuity  of  six  thou- 
sand dollars,  payable  to  the  Seneca  Indians.  By 
the  act  of  February  19,  1831,  the  whole  fund  was 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  department  of  war,  and 
the  duty  of  making  the  annual  payment  to  the  Se- 
neca tribe  was  assigned  to  the  secretary.  In  the 
present  case,  the  whole  fund  might  pass  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
annual  payment  be  directed  to  be  made  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury.  The  fund,  of  course,  to  be 
redeemable  at  the  discretion  of  congress,  and  other- 
wise invested  for  the  objects  of  the  institution. 

This  would  give  an  annual  appropriation  of 
30,000  dollars,  and,  to  keep  the  fund  permanently 
unimpaired,  the  annual  appropriation  should  be 
confined  to  that  sum. 

I think  that  no  part  of  the  money  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  endowment  of  any  school,  college, 
university  or  ecclesiastical  establishment;  to  no  in- 
stitution for  the  education  of  youth,  for  that  is  a sa- 
cred obligation,  binding  upon  the  people  ofthis  union 
themselves,  at  their  own  expense  and  charge,  and 
for  which  it  would  be  unworthy  of  them  to  accept 
an  eleemosynary  donation  from  any  foreigner  whom- 
soever. Nor  do  I believe  it  to  have  been  strictly 
within  the  intention  of  the  testator.  For  the  im- 
mediate object  ot  the  education  of  youth  is  not  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men, 
but  the  instruction  of  children  in  that  which  is  al- 
ready known.  Its  results  is  doubtless  to  diffuse, 
and  may  be  to  increase,  knowledge  among  men; 
and  so  is  apprenticeship  to  trades,  and  so  is  the 
tillage  of  the  ground,  and  so  w’as  the  ancient  shep- 
herds of  Egypt  and  Chaldea,  the  nighlly  keeping 
of  their  flocks;  for  it  enabled  them,  by  the  habitual 
observation  of  the  stars,  to  trace  their  courses  to 
some  of  the  sublimest  discoveries  of  astronomy. 

Nor  could  the  application  of  the  fund  to  any 
ecclesiastical  or  religious  establishment  be  a pro- 
per fulfilment  of  the  testator’s  intention.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  have  also  religious  duties 
to  perform,  for  the  charge  and  discharge  of  which 
they  should  not  consent  to  be  tributary,  even  in 
gratitude,  to  the  bounty  of  any  foreigner.  The 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  like  the  education  of 
youth,  promotes  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge;  but  the  worship  of  God,  and  the  ful- 
filment of  moral  duties  to  man,  the  special  object 
of  religious  institutions,  do  not  so  much  import 
the  increase  of  knowledge  as  the  right  use  of  what 
is  known. 

I suggested  to  the  president  that  annual  courses 
of  lectures  on  the  principal  sciences,  physical  and 
mathematical,  moral,  political  and  literary,  to  be 
I delivered,  not  by  permanent  professors,  but  by  per- 


sons annually  appointed,  with  a liberal  compensa- 
tion for  each  course,  were  among  the  means  well 
adapted  to  the  end  of  increasing  and  diffusing 
knowledge  among  men. 

But  the  great  object  of  my  solicitude  would  be 
to  guard  against  the  canker  of  almost  all  charita- 
ble foundations — jobbing  for  parasites,  and  sops  for 
hungry  incapacity.  For  the  economical  manage- 
ment of  the  fund,  and  the  periodical  application  of 
it  to  appropriate  expenditures,  it  should  be  invest- 
ed in  a board  of  trustees,  to  consist  partly  of  mem- 
bers of  both  houses  of  congress,  with  the  secreta- 
ries of  the  departments,  the  attorney  general,  the 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  one  or  more 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  in- 
corporated as  trustees  of  the  Smithsonian  fund, 
with  a secretary  and  treasurer  in  one  person,  and 
to  be  the  only  salaried  person  of  the  board;  to  be 
appointed  for  four  years,  and  be  capable  of  reap- 
pointment, but  removable  for  adequate  cause  by  a 
majority  of  the  board.  Into  details  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  enter. 

The  first  object  of  appropriation,  however,  in 
my  judgment,  should  be  the  erection  of  an  astro- 
nomical observatory  for  all  the  purposes  of  the 
Greenwich  observatory,  in  England,  and  the  bureau 
des  longitudes,  in  France.  This  alone  would  ab- 
sorb the  annual  income  of  the  funds  for  seven 
years,  and  will  form  the  subject  of  another  letter. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  obedient 
servant,  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

John  Forsyth,  esq.  sec’y.  of  state  U.  S.  Washington. 

Quincy,  October  11,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  reserved  lor  a separate  letter  what  I 
proposed  to  say  in  recommending  the  erection  and 
establishment  of  an  astronomical  observatory  at 
Washington,  as  one  and  the  first  application  of  the 
annual  income  from  the  Smithsonian  bequest,  be- 
cause of  all  that  I have  to  say  I deem  it  by  far  the 
most  important,  and  because  having  for  many  years 
believed  that  the  national  character  of  our  country 
demanded  of  us  the  establishment  of  such  an  insti- 
tution, as  a debt  of  honor  to  the  cause  of  science 
and  to  the  world  of  civilized  man.  I have  hailed 
with  cheering  hope  this  opportunity  of  removing 
the  greatest  obstacle  which  has  hitherto  disappoint- 
ed the  earnest  wishes  that  I have  entertained  of 
witnessing,  before  my  own  departure  for  another 
world,  now  near  at  hand,  the  disappearance  of  a 
stain  upon  our  good  name,  in  the  neglect  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  increasing  and  diffusing  know- 
ledge among  men,  by  a systematic  and  scientific 
continued  series  of  observations  on  the  phenome- 
na of  the  numberless  worlds  suspended  over  our 
heads — the  sublimest  of  the  physical  sciences,  and 
that  in  which  the  field  of  future  discovery  is  as  un- 
bounded as  the  universe  itself.  I allude  to  the  con- 
tinued and  necessary  expense  of  such  an  establish- 
ment. 

In  my  former  letter  I proposed  that  to  preserve 
entire  and  unimpaired  the  Smithsonian  fund,  as  the 
principal  of  a perpetual  annuity,  the  annual  ap- 
propriations from  its  proceeds  should  be  strielty 
confined  to  its  annual  income.  That,  assuming 
the  amount  of  the  fund  to  be  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  it  should  be  so  invested  as  to  secure  a 
permanent  yearly  income  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars; and  that  it  should  be  committed  to  an  incor- 
porated board  of  trustees,  with  a secretary  and 
treasurer,  the  only  person  of  the  board  to  receive  a 
pecuniary  compensation  from  the  fund. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1826,  Mr.  C.  F.  Mercer, 
chairman  of  a select  committee  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  reported  to  that 
house  a bill  for  the  erection  of  a national  observa- 
tory at  the  city  of  Washington,  together  with  sun- 
dry documents  containing  estimates  of  the  cost  of 
erecting  the  buildings  necessary  for  such  an  estab- 
lishment, for  the  instruments  and  books  which  it 
would  require,  and  for  the  compensation  of  a prin- 
cipal astronomer,  two  assistants,  and  two  atten- 
dants. These  estimates  of  expense  were,  how- 
ever, prepared  upon  the  principle  of  providing  the 
establishment  at  the  smallest  possible  expense — to 
which  end  it  was  proposed  that  it  should  be  attach- 
ed to  the  engineer’s  office,  in  the  department  of 
war,  and  that  the  mathematical  anti  astronomical 
instruments  already  belonging  to  that  department 
should  be  transferred  to  the  use  of  the  observatory . 
All  this  must  of  course  be  otherwise  arranged,  if 
the  president  and  congress  should  approve  the  pro- 
posal of  establishing  the  observatory  on  the  Smith- 
sonian foundation.  But  that  document  contains 
much  valuable  information,  which  may  be  made 
available  whenever  an  observatory  shall  be  erected. 
It  is  No.  124,  house  documents  of  the  first  session 
of  the  19th  congress. 

In  the  estimate  of  expense  at  that  time,  by  the 
chief  engineer,  he  assigned  for  the  necessary  build- 
ings only  $14,500.  But  as  it  is  desirable  that  the 
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principal  building,  the  observatory  itself,  should  be, 
for  the  purpose  of  observation,  unsurpassed  by  any 
other  edifice  constructed  lor  the  same  purposes,  I 
would  devote  one  year’s  interest  from  the  fund  to 
the  construction  of  the  buildings;  a second  and 
third,  to  constitute  a fund  from  the  income  of  which 
the  salaries  of  the  astronomer,  his  assistants  and 
attendants,  should  be  paid;  a fourth  and  fifth,  for 
the  necessary  instruments  and  books;  a sixth  and 
seventh,  for  a fund  from  the  income  of  which  the 
expense  should  be  defrayed  of  publishing  the 
ephemeris  of  observations,  and  a yearly  nautical 
almanac.  These  appropriations  may  be  so  distri- 
buted as  to  apply  a part  of  the  appropriation  of 
each  year  to  each  of  those  necessary  expenditures; 
but  for  an  establishment  so  complete  as  may  do  ho- 
nor in  all  time  alike  to  the  testator  and  his  trustees, 
the  United  States  of  America,  I cannot  reduce  my 
estimate  of  the  necessary  expense  below  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

My  principles  for  this  disposal  of  the  funds  are 
these: 

1st.  That  the  most  complete  establishment  of  an 
astronomical  observatory  in  the  world  should  be 
founded  by  the  United  States  of  America;  the 
whole  expense  of  which,  both  its  first  cost  and  its 
perpetual  maintenance,  should  be  amply  provided 
for,  without  costing  one  dollar  either  to  the  people 
or  to  the  principal  sum  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest. 

2d.  That  by  providing  from  the  income  alone  of 
the  fund  a supplementary  fund,  from  the  interest  of 
which  all  the  salaries  shall  be  paid,  and  all  the  an- 
nual expenses  of  publication  shall  be  defrayed,  the 
fund  itself  would,  instead  of  being  impaired, accu- 
mulate with  the  lapse  of  years.  I do  most  fervent- 
ly wish  that  this  principle  might  be  made  the  fun- 
damental law,  now  and  hereafter,  so  far  as  may  be 
practicable,  of  all  the  appropriatons  of  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest. 

3d.  That,  by  the  establishment  of  an  observatory 
upon  the  largest  and  the  most  liberal  scale,  and 
providing  for  the  publication  of  a yearly  nautical 
almanac,  knowledge  will  be  diffused  among  men, 
the  reputation  of  our  country  will  rise  to  honor  and 
reverence  among  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth, 
and  our  navigators  and  mariners  on  every  ocean  be 
no  longer  dependent  on  English  or  French  obser- 
vers or  calculators  for  the  tables  indispensable  to 
conduct  their  path  upon  the  deep. 

In  the  document  to  which  I have  above  refer- 
red, there  is  a letter  from  M.  de  Wallenstein,  then 
attached  to  the  Russian  legation  in  this  country;  a 
report  from  major  Kearney  of  the  topographical  en- 
gineers; and  extracts  from  a memoir  of  Mr.  Fran- 
cis Baily,  respecting  a new’  method  of  determining 
the  longitude;  all  of  which  contain  precious  infor- 
mation, both  of  facts  and  encouragement  to  the  ap- 
plication of  a strenuous  and  persevering  effort,  on 
the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  to 
contribute  their  effective  aid,  by  this  establishment, 
to  the  progress  of  physical  and  mathematical  sci- 
ence. When  the  opportunity  for  this  is  afforded 
by  the  munificence  of  a foreigner,  without  need- 
ing the  taxation  of  a dollar  upon  the  people,  I can- 
not forego  the  hope  that  this  opportunity  will  not 
be  lost,  believing  that,  of  all  the  physical  sciences, 
there  is  none  for  the  cultivation  of  which  brighter 
rewards  of  future  discovery  are  reserved  for  the 
ingenuity  and  industry  of  man  than  practical  as- 
tronomy. 

There  is  appended  to  the  same  congressional 
document  a memorial  to  congress,  from  William 
Allen,  president  of  Bowdoin  college,  and  sundry 
other  distinguished  citizens  of  the  state  of  Maine, 
praying  for  the  establishment,  at  the  charge  of  the 
nation,  of  an  astronomical  observatory  in  the  town 
of  Brunswick,  in  that  state;  and  a rnemoiial  of  Mr. 
Hassler,  recommending  tw7o  observatories — -one  in 
Maine  and  one  in  Louisiana.  The  memorial  from 
Maine  urges  with  great  force  and  elegance  some  of 
the  general  considerations  pointing  to  the  useful- 
ness and  importance  of  an  astronomical  observatory 
in  the  western  hemisphere.  But  it  is  doubtful,  at 
least,  whether  any  application  of  the  Smithsonian 
bequest  can,  in  fulfilment  of  the  testator’s  will,  be 
located  otherw  ise  than  in  the  city  of  Washington; 
and  if  hereafter  congress  should  ever  be  disposed  to 
appropriate  any  portion  of  the  national  funds  to 
these  elevated  purposes,  observatories  may  be 
erected  in  Maine,  or  Louisiana,  or  both,  which  may 
be  auxiliary  to  the  labors  of  the  Smithsonian  insti- 
tution at  Washington,  without  in  any  manner  inter- 
fering with  its  pursuits. 

If  the  president  should  approve  and  give  the 
weight  of  his  recommendations  to  those  suggestions 
I have  no  doubt  they  will  receive  the  sanction  of 
congress  at  their  next  session.  As  I propose  the 
appropriation  for  seven  successive  years  of  all  the 
income  from  the  fund  to  this  special  object,  there 
will  be  ample  time  for  considering  the  best  manner 
of  appropriating  the  same  income  afterwards  to 


permanent  establishments  for  increasing  and  dif- 
fusing knowledge  among  men.  Nothing  could  be 
mole  easy  than  to  dispose  of  a fund  ten  times  as 
large,  without  encroaching  upon  the  proper  sphere 
of  any  school,  college,  university  or  academy.  Not 
so  easy  will  it  be  to  secure,  as  from  a rattlesnake’s 
fang,  the  fund  and  its  income,  forever,  from  being 
wasted  and  dilapidated  in  bounties  to  feed  the  hun- 
gry or  fatten  the  leaden  idleness  of  mountebank 
projectors,  and  shallow  and  worthless  pretenders  to 
science. 

Since  I have  began  this  letter,  I have  conferred 
with  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  collector  of  the  customs  at 
Boston  concerning  its  object,  who  has  promised  to 
communicate  his  views  on  the  subject  to  the  presi- 
dent. I may,  perhaps,  after  consultation  with 
others,  again  address  you  in  relation  to  it  before  my 
departure  for  Washington.  I am,  very  respectful- 
ly, sir,  you,  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
John  Forsyth,  esq.  sec'y.  of  stale  U.  S.  Washington. 

Providence,  Oct.  2,  1833. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication,  dated  July 
last,  requesting  my  views  respecting  the  Smithso- 
nian institute,  I beg  leave  to  state  as  follows: 

1.  It  is,  I suppose,  to  be  taken  for  granted,  that 
this  institution  is  intended  for  the  benefit  not  of 
any  particular  section  of  the  United  States,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  country;  and,  also,  that  no 
expense,  which  may  be  necessary  in  order  to  ac- 
complish its  object,  will  be  spared. 

2.  I think  it  also  evident,  that  there  is  no  need,  in 
this  country,  of  what  may  be  properly  termed  col- 
legiate education;  that  is,  of  that  education  which 
may  be  given  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  six- 
teen, and  eighteen  or  twenty.  All  the  old  states, 
and  many  of  the  new  ones,  have  as  many  institu- 
tions of  this  kind  as  their  circumstances  require. 
And  besides,  since  persons  of  the  ages  specified  are 
too  young  to  be,  for  a long  period,  absent  from 
home,  it  is  probably  better  that  a large  number  of 
such  institutions  should  be  established  within  con- 
venient distances  of  each  other.  The  age  of  the 
pupils  in  these  institutions  would  also  render  it  de- 
sirable that  very  large  numbers  be  not  associated 
together. 

3.  It  is  probable  that  professional  schools — that 
is,  schools  for  divinity,  law  and  medicine — will  be 
established  in  every  section  of  our  country.  Di- 
vinity must  be  left  to  the  different  Christian  sects; 
law  will  probably  be  taught  ir.  the  state,  or  at  least 
the  district,  in  which  it  is  to  be  practised.  The 
same  will,  I think,  be  true  of  medicine. 

4.  If  the  above  views  be  correct,  it  will,  I think, 
follow,  that  the  proper  place  to  be  occupied  by 
such  an  institution  would  be  the  space  between 
the  close  of  a collegiate  education  and  a profession- 
al school.  Its  object  would  be  to  carry  forward  a 
classical  and  philosophical  education  beyond  the 
point  at  which  a college  now  leaves  it,  and  to  give 
instruction  in  the  broad  and  philosophical  princi- 
ples of  a professional  education. 

The  demand  for  such  instruction  now  exists  very 
extensively.  A very  considerable  portion  of  our 
best  schools  now  graduate  as  early  as  their  nine- 
teenth, twentieth,  or  twenty-first  year.  If  they  are 
sufficiently  wealthy,  they  prefer  to  wait  a year  be- 
fore studying  their  profession.  Some  travel,  some 
read,  some  remain  as  resident  graduates,  and  many 
more  teach  school  fora  year  or  two,  for  the  purpose 
of  reviewing  their  studies.  These  would  gladly 
resort  to  an  institution  in  which  their  time  might 
be  profitably  employed.  The  rapidly  increasing 
wealth  of  our  country  will  very  greatly  increase  the 
number  of  such  students. 

The  advantages  which  would  result  from  such 
an  institution  are  various.  It  would  raise  up  and 
send  abroad  in  the  several  professions  a new  grade 
of  scholars,  and  thus  greatly  add  to  the  intellectual 
power  of  the  nation.  But.  specially,  it  would  fur- 
nish teachers,  professors  and  officers,  of  every  grade, 
for  all  our  other  institutions.  As  the  standard  of 
education  was  thus  raised  in  the  colleges,  students 
would  enter  the  national  university  better  prepared. 
This  would  require  greater  effort  on  the  part  of  its 
professors,  and  thus  both  would  reciprocally  stimu- 
late each  other. 

The  branches  which  should  be  taught  there,  I 
suppose,  should  be  the  same  as  in  ourcolleges,  only 
far  more  generously  taught — that  is,  taught  to  men, 
and  not  to  boys — and  the  philosophical  principles 
of  law  and  medicine.  This  would  embrace  lectures 
on  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  and  the  oriental  lan- 
guages; all  the  modern  languages  of  any  use  to  the 
scholar,  with  their  literature;  mathematics  cariied 
as  far  as  any  one  would  desire  to  pursue  them; 
astronomy;  engineering,  civil  and  military;  the 
art  of  war,  beginning  where  it  is  left  at  West  Point; 
chemistry;  geology;  mining;  rhetoric  and  poetry; 
political  economy;  intellectual  philosophy;  physi- 


ology, vegetable  and  animal;  anatomy,  human  and 
comparative;  history;  the  laws  of  nations;  and  gene- 
ral principles  of  law,  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  &c. 

5.  Supposing  such  an  ins*itution  to  be  establish- 
ed, something  may  be  added  respecting  the  mode  ot 
its  constitution  arid  organization. 

I suppose  then,  that  an  institution  of  this  kind  is 
a sort  of  co-partnership  between  the  instructors  and 
the  public.  The  public  furnish  means  of  education, 
as  buildings,  libraries,  apparatus  and  a portion  of 
the  salary.  The  professors  to  do  the  labor,  and 
provide' for  the  remaining  part  of  their  income  by 
their  own  exertions.  Hence  their  arises  naturally 
a division  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  parties. 
To  the  corporation,  or  governors,  or  trustees,  or  by 
what  name  they  may  be  called,  would  belong  the 
management  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  the  control  of  that  portion  of  its  affairs 
which  depended  specially  upon  its  relation  with  the 
public  donation.  The  government  of  the  insti- 
tution, the  conferring  of  degrees,  the  appointment 
of  professors,  would  be  performed  jointly  by  the  of- 
ficers of  instruction  and  the  corporation. 

In  the  English  universities,  the  government  of 
the  institution  is  vested  in  a general  meeting  of  the 
former  graduates.  This  farms  a literary  public, 
which  exercises  ultimate  jurisdiction  in  most  mat- 
ters which  require  deliberation.  How  far  such  an 
institution  might  be  constructed  upon  this  princi- 
ple, may  be  fairly  a question. 

C.  If  thfl.  above  mentioned  views  should  be  adopt- 
ed, it  will  be  perceived  that  no  funds  will  be  re- 
quired for  dormitories.  The  young  men  will  pro- 
vide for  themselves  board  and  lodging  wherever 
they  please,  and  the  professors  will  be  responsible 
for  nothing  more  than  their  education.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  they  are  old  enough  to  govern  them- 
selves. 

Hence  the  funds  my  be  devoted  to  the  followin"- 
purposes: 

1st.  A part  would  be  appropriated  to  the  creation 
of  a library,  cabinets,  and  for  the  furnishing  of  all 
apparatus  necessary  to  the  instructors. 

2d.  A part  to  the  erection  of  buildings  for  the 
above  purposes,  together  with  buildings  for  profes- 
sors’ houses. 

3d.  A fund  w’ould  be  established  for  the  endow- 
ment of  professorships,  giving  to  each  so  much  as 
may  form  a portion,  say  one-third  or  one-half,  of 
his  living,  and  the  rest  to  be  provided  for  by  the 
sales  of  the  tickets  to  his  courses. 

7.  If  the  institution  is  governed  by  a board,  this 
board  should  be  appointed  by  the  president  and 
senate,  or  by  the  president  alone,  and  they  should 
hold  their  office  for  no  longer  a period  than  six  years, 
one-third  of  them  retiring,  unless  re-appointed, 
every  two  years. 

8.  Graduates  of  the  university  should  be  allow’ed 
to  teach  classes  and  receive  payment  for  tickets, 
upon  any  of  the  subjects  on  w’hich  instruction  is 
given  in  regular  course.  This  will  prove  a strong 
stimulant  to  the  regular  professors,  and  will  train 
men  up  for  teachers. 

Degrees  should  never  be  conferred  as  a matter  of 
course,  but  only  after  a strict  and  public  examina- 
tion. They  should  never  be  conferred  either  in 
course,  or  causa  honoris,  unless  by  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  faculty. 

I have  thus  very  briefly,  but  as  far  as  my  avoca- 
tions would  allow,  thrown  together  a few  hints  upon 
the  subject  to  which  you  have  directed  my  atten- 
tion. That  I should  go  intodetail,  I presume,  was 
not  expected.  Whatever  may  be  the  plan  adopted, 
I presume  it  will  not  be  carried  into  effect  until  an 
extensive  observation  of  the  best  universities  in 
Europe  has  furnished  the  government  with  all  know- 
ledge which  the  present  condition  of  the  science  of 
education  can  afford. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  F.  WAYLAND. 

Hon.  J.  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state. 

Columbia,  South  Carolina,  July  20,  1,839. 

Sir:  With  respect  to  the  Smithson  legacy,  two 
courses  only  suggest  themselves  to  my  mind:  one 
annual  premiums  for  the  best  treaties  on  given  sub- 
jects, which  we  have  not  literary  or  scientific  men 
enough  to  supply  or  enter  into  any  thing  like  com- 
petition with  the  Bridgewater  treaties;  and,  there- 
fore, we  should  only  be  disgraced  by  it.  I there- 
fore cannot  recommend  this  mode  of  application. 
Add  to  which,  it  would  be  very  apt  to  degenerate 
into  a political  and  party  institution,  in  various 
w’ays.  The  other  is  an  institution  of  the  character 
of  an  university.  lain  well  aware  the  power  of 
erecting  an  university  wa3  twice  refused  to  con- 
gress, in  the  convention  of  1787.  But  the  objec- 
tion may  begotten  overby  transferring  the  dona- 
tion to  the  corporation  of  Georgetown,  under  such 
limitations  as  may  be  expedient  and  constitutional, 
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and  let  an  university  be  instituted  by  that  corpora- 
tion. This  would  be  a sufficient  approximation  to 
Mr.  Smithson’s  required  locality,  and  wouldobviate 
the  constitutional  objection. 

Such  an  university  ought  not  to  be  opened,  ex- 
cept to  graduates  of  other  colleges.  The  studies 
inischt  be  higher  algebraical  calculus;  the  applica- 
tion of  mathematics  to  practical  mechanical  know- 
edge  of  every  description,  and  to  astronomy,  to 
chemistry,  electricity  and  galvanism;  the  principles 
of  botany  and  agriculture.  No  Latin  or  Greek;  no 
mere  literature.  Things,  not  words. 

Strict  attendance;  strict  and  public  examinations. 

I object  to  all  belles-lettres  and  philosophical  litera- 
ture, as  calculated  only  to  make  men  pleasant 
talkers.  I object  to  medicine,  which  cannot  be 
well  taught  in  a locality  of  less  than  100,000  inha- 
bitapts. 

I object  to  law;  for  all  that  can  be  orally  delivered 
can  be  more  profitably  and  delibeiately  learnt  by 
perusal.  Ethics  and  politics  are  as  yet  unsettled 
branches  of  knowledge. 

Whether  physiology  and  political  economy  ought 
to  be  rejected,  requires  more  consideration  than  I 
can  at  this  moment  bestow.  I want  to  see  those 
studies  cultivated,  which,  in  their  known  tendencies 
and  results,  abridge  human  labor,  and  increase  and 
multiply  the  comforts  of  existence  to  the  great  mass 
of  mankind.  Public  education  should  be  useful, 
not  ornamental. 

The  course  should  not  be  less  than  3 years,  of  10 
months  each.  The  instruction  afforded  gratis;  ex- 
aminations for  admission  rigid.  Such,  in  few  words, 
are  my  notions  on  this  subject,  which  I respectful- 
ly submit,  sir,  to  your  better  judgment. 

Accept,  I pray  you,  the  assurances  of  my  sincere 
and  high  consideration. 

THOMAS  COOPER,  M.  D. 

Sydenham,  near  Philadelphia,  Nov.  6,  1838. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  July,  the  receipt 
of  which  I had  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  and 
desiring  now  to  meet  the  wishes  it  conveys,  how- 
ever sincerely  distrustful  lam  of  myself  in  attempt- 
ing the  task,  I proceed  to  remark,  that  a university 
or  college,  in  the  ordinary  sense,  or  any  other  in- 
stitution looking  to  primary  education,  or  to  the 
instruction  of  the  young  merely,  does  not  strike  me 
as  the  kind  of  institution  contemplated  by  Mr. 
Smithson’s  will;  declaring  it,  in  language  simple, 
yet  of  the  widest  import,  to  be  “for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,”  and 
making  the  United  States  the  trustee  of  his  inten- 
tions, it  seems  to  follow  that  it  ought  to  be  as  com- 
prehensive as  possible  in  its  objects  and  means,  as 
it  must  necessarily  be  national  in  its  government. 
In  turning  my  thoughts  to  the  subject,  it  is,  there- 
fore, only  upon  a basis  the  most  comprehensive, 
under  all  views,  that  1 can  think  of  any  general  plan 
for  its  organization.  Hence  it  appears  to  me — 

1.  That  even  officers  of  the  United  States,  abroad 
and  at  home,  might  be  made  subservient  to  some  of 
the  main  objects  of  the  institution — as  their  consuls, 
naval  and  military  officers;  and,  their  foreign  mi- 
nisters. 

Consuls,  by  their  residence  in  foreign  ports,  have 
opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  na- 
tuial  history  and  productions  of  the  places  where 
they  reside,  and  other  things  useful  to  be  known. 
This  class  of  officers  had  instructions,  at  a former 
period  of  the  government,  to  send  home  seeds, 
plants,  and  other  productions  beneficial  to  agricul- 
ture, manufactures,  or  any  of  the  useful  arts.  But 
their  efforts  were  frustrated  or  impeded  for  want  of 
a fund  to  defray  incidental  expenses,  which,  how- 
ever small,  constitutional  scruples  existed  against 
providing.  The  Smithsonian  fund  might  supply 
the  means  of  renewing  such  instructions,  giving  to 
them  more  scope  as  well  as  efficacy. 

Our  naval  officers,  those  especially  in  separate 
commands  on  foreign  stations,  must  have  opportu- 
nities of  gaining  knowledge  in  other  spheres  than 
those  to  be  filled  by  their  usual  reports  to  the  navy 
department;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  officers 
of  the  army,  in  regard  to  the  war  department. 
Many  of  the  latter,  by  their  stations  at  garrisons,  or 
employment  otherwise  in  remote  and  unexplored 
parts  of  our  country,  have  the  means,  as  past  in- 
stances testify,  of  collecting  facts  bearing  upon  its 
geology,  its  natural  history  in  all  branches,  its  an- 
tiquities, and  the  character  of  its  aboriginal  races; 
the  communication  of  which  might  advantageously 
fall  in  with  the  purposes  of  this  institution,  and  be 
ultimately  promulgated  through  its  instrumentality. 

I propose  to  include,  also,  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary among  the  functionaries  who  might  serve  the 
institution,  and,  through  it,  the  general  public,  on 
this  occasion.  By  their  power  of  commanding  the 
best  intercourse  in  the  several  communities  to 
which  they  are  sent,  they  may  open  to  themselves 
avenues  to  knowledge  of  all  kinds;  the  transmission 


of  which  to  the  institution,  under  executive  instruc-  . 
tions  to  that  effect,  might  often  prove  of  high  value. 
It  would  not  be  expected  from  them  but  at  conve- 
nient intervals,  and  never  when  interfering  with 
their  primary  duties.  When  an  appropriate  chan- 
nel was  opened  for  receiving  communications  of 
this  nature,  they  would  become,  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed, an  aggreeable  appendage  to  the  primary 
duties  of  our  ministers,  affording  a resource  for 
their  leisure,  with  opportunities  of  a more  enlarged 
usefulness  to  their  country  and  fame  to  themselves. 
Permanent  missions  were  once  objected  to  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  as  not  within  the  true  theory  of  our  fo- 
reign intercourse,  which  seems  to  countenance  the 
more  a proposal  for  connecting  with  them  the  ho- 
norable appendage  suggested,  since  neither  official 
dignity  nor  usefulness  can  ever  be  impaired,  though 
both  may  be  heightened,  by  co-association  with 
knowledge  in  other  fields. 

2.  A building  to  be  erected  at  Washington,  with 
accommodations  for  the  business  of  the  institution. 
Ground  to  be  attached  to  it,  sufficient  for  re-pro- 
ducing seeds  and  plants,  with  a view  to  diffusing 
through  the  country  such  as  might  be  found  to  de- 
serve it.  The  officers  of  the  institution  to  be  a 
director,  a secretary,  a librarian  and  a treasurer. 
Persons  to  be  under  them  to  take  care  of  the  build- 
ing and  grounds.  The  officers  to  be  appointed  by 
the  president  and  senate.  The  director  to  make 
an  annual  report  to  congress  on  the  state  of  the  in- 
stitution, and  oftener  if  necessary.  Its  affairs  to 
be  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  president,  aided 
by  a standing  board,  to  consist  of  the  chief  officers 
of  the  government,  say,  taking  the  example  of  a 
law  already  in  the  statute  book  in  relation  to  the 
finances,  the  vice-president,  the  chief  justice,  the 
secretaries  of  state  and  the  treasury,  and  the  attor- 
ney general.  The  institution  to  have  its  press,  as 
the  university  of  Oxford,  or  otherwise  authority  to 
employ  one  for  printing  communications  sent  to  it, 
and  the  lectures  to  be  presently  mentioned.  No- 
thing to  be  printed  but  under  the  sanction  of  the 
director  and  standing  board  of  visiters.  To  this 
and  other  ends,  for  the  good  government  of  the  in- 
stitution, the  standing  board  to  have  the  right  to 
call  in  the  assistance  of  three  or  more  scientific  or 
literary  persons  unconnected  with  it.  The  profits 
arising  from  all  publications  to  go  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  institution.  Communications  from 
learned  societies,  or  from  individuals  eminent  in 
science  or  letters,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world, 
to  be  received  by  the  director,  and  taken  charge  of 
by  the  secretary.  The  director  to  be  authorised  to 
correspond  with  any  such  societies  or  persons.  A 
council  to  assemble  once  a month,  to  consist  of  the 
officers  of  the  institution  and  the  lecturers  attached 
to  it,  before  which  all  communications  to  be  laid. 
Order  to  be  then  taken  upon  them.  Such  as  go 
upon  the  archives,  with  a view  to  the  question  of 
publication,  to  be  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  the  standing  board  of  visiters  at  the  proper  time, 
when  that  question  will  be  decided.  The  director 
to  preside  at  these  councils,  at  the  meetings  of  the 
standing  board  of  visiters,  and  at  all  other  meetings 
required  by  the  business  of  the  institution;  and  the 
secretary  to  keep  the  minutes.  The  standing 
board  of  visiters  to  hold  stated  meetings  twice  a 
year,  and  assemble  on  other  occasions  when  they 
deem  it  necessary.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
institution,  the  duties  of  librarian  and  treasurer  to 
be  united  in  the  same  person. 

3.  Lectureships  to  be  established,  comprehend- 
ing as  many  of  the  leading  branches  of  physical 
and  moral  science  as  the  funds  of  the  institution 
may  be  able  to  bear.  Apparatus  to  be  provided 
for  the  branches  requiring  it.  One  of  the  lecture- 
ships to  be  dedicated  to  government  and  public  law. 
When  conflicting  opinions  on  government  are  rag- 
ing in  the  world,  to  have  the  democratic  principle, 
as  modified  by  our  systems  of  representation,  and 
the  conjoint  workings  of  the  federative  and  national 
principle,  illustrated  in  elementary  disquisitions, 
apart  from  temporary  topics  and  passions,  is  a de- 
sideratum w’hich  the  Smithsonian  institution  might 
supply.  Such  productions  seem  due  to  mankind, 
as  to  ourselves,  imperfectly  described  as  our  insti- 
tutions have  been  through  adverse  feelings  in  the 
writers;  it  having  generally  fared  with  us  as  the 
cause  of  the  Roman  liberty  fared  in  the  hands  of 
the  royal  historians.  Rarely  can  foreigners,  howe- 
ver enlightened,  be  equal  to  the  task  of  justly  ana- 
lyzing the  complicated  movements,  unintelligible 
to  hasty  observers,  yet  full  of  harmony,  that  main- 
tain the  order,  prosperity  and  freedom  of  this  great 
confederated  republie,  under  guards  combining  the 
efficacy  of  popular  sovereignty  with  its  safety. 
Authentic  explanations  of  them,  all  issuing  from 
this  institution,  at  an  age  when  steam  is  quicken- 
ing all  intercourse  throughout  the  world,  would 
give  new  motives  for  listening  to  the  doctrines  and 
results  of  the  democratic  principle  in  this  hemis- 


phere. So  expounded,  it  Would  go  before  the 
world  without  disparagement,  and  be  fairly  judged 
by  its  results.  Under  public  law,  the  tenets  of 
America,  now  locked  up  in  diplomacy,  or  other- 
wise hidden  or  overlooked  in  Europe,  might  come 
into  useful  publicity;  her  proposals  to  Europe,  to 
abolish  privateering,  and  prohibit  public  ships  from 
capturing  merchant  vessels  upon  the  ocean,  thus 
forever  stripping  war  of  more  than  half  its  evils 
upon  that  dementia  stride  in  civilization  to  trans- 
cend, whenever  it  may  be  made,  the  West  India 
abolition  act;  her  resistance,  single-handed,  against 
the  enforcement  of  British  municipal  law  upon  the 
ocean,  as  seen  in  the  individual  miseries  and  na- 
tional violations  involved  in  the  feudal  claim  of 
impressment;  and  her  desire,  shown  in  other  ways, 
for  freeing  the  internalional  code  from  barbarous 
relics,  whereby  this  institution,  working  in  its  orbit 
of  calm  discussion,  might  become  the  ally  of 
America  towards  gaining  for  these  great  pub- 
lic benefactions  and  others,  the  growth  of  our  in- 
stitutions, in  our  days,  (so  maligned  for  retaining 
the  domestic  servitude  bequeathed  to  them  by  our 
progenitors),  favor  and  acceptance  among  nations. 
The  steady  abhorrence  expressed  by  this  govern- 
ment against  employing  savages  in  warfare  between 
civilized  and  Christian  states,  and  its  abortive  ne- 
gotiations to  prevent  it,  would  further  illustrate 
the  harmonizing  policy  of  America.  Such  are 
samples  of  the  maxims  that  might  claim  elucida- 
tion from  an  institution  reared  under  the  sanction 
of  this  republic,  and  thence,  by  the  principle  of  its 
existence,  desirous  of  doing  justice  to  them,  exa- 
mined in  juxtaposition  with  those  taught  in  the  an- 
cient and  cloistered  seminaries  of  the  old  world, 
and  upheld  by  its  governments. 

The  other  lectureships,  as  the  foregoing,  might 
be  made  to  yield,  each  in  its  proper  field,  contribu- 
tions to  “the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men.”  I am  aware  that  voluntary  lecture- 
ships have  not  always  been  found  to  succeed.  But, 
in  the  foundation  of  these,  considering  the  time 
and  all  concomitant  circumstances,  there  seems  rea- 
sonable ground  for  anticipating  success.  The  plan 
w'ould  imply  that  the  lecturers  be  also  appointed 
by  the  president  and  senate.  It  would  imply  that 
their  salaries  be  ample  enough  to  command  the  best 
men,  and  admit  of  the  exclusive  devotion  of  their 
time  to  the  studies  and  investigations  of  their  posts. 
They  might  even  be  laid  under  the  restriction  of 
not  engaging  in  other  pursuits,  as  our  laws  inter- 
dict the  revenue  officers  from  trading.  Genius  be- 
ing of  all  countries,  and  the  intentions  of  the 
founder  peculiarly  expanded,  the  range  of  our  own 
and  other  countries  would  be  open  for  selecting  the 
incumbents.  The  desire  of  fame,  increased  by  the 
hope  of  their  lectures  being  published,  might  be 
expected  to  stimulate  them  to  exertion;  and  if  in- 
centives so  high  were  wanting,  the  tenure  of  their 
appointments,  were  the  executive  and  public  eye 
would  be  upon  them,  would  act  as  a guard  against 
slackness  in  their  duties.  If  knowledge  is  power, 
power,  directing  knowledge,  may  make  it  effica- 
cious. The  place  where  the  lectures  were  delivered 
would  impart  to  them  interest  and  dignity.  If  de- 
livered when  congress  was  in  session,  and  not  re- 
curring too  often,  some  of  the  members  might  be 
expected  occasionally  to  attend,  as  a change  from 
the  turmoil  of  politics,  and  possibly  a good  influ- 
ence on  legislation  itself  might  grow  out  of  these 
new  intellectual  elements  gathering  about  its  pre- 
cincts. To  the  public  functionaries  of  all  sorts,  to 
distinguished  foreigners  and  to  visiters  at  Washing- 
ton, as  well  as  its  resident  inhabitants,  the  Smith- 
sonian lectures  might  prove  attractive.  It  will  have 
been  their  lot,  if  established,  to  spring  up  wffien 
stupendous  agents  in  nature,  and  new  contrivances 
in  art,  are  changing  the  state  of  the  world,  in  peace 
and  for  war;  when  this  countiy  is  taking  a conspi- 
cuous share  in  these  magnificent  innovations, 
which  some  of  the  lectures  would  doubtless  treat 
of;  and  when  the  successful  results  of  its  popular 
institutions  hitherto  are  among  the  causes  at  work 
in  modifying  the  political  and  social  condition  of 
other  nations.  Can  it  be  that,  delivered  under  such 
circumstances,  they  would  be  devoid  of  interest? 
Centering  in  the  capital  of  the  union,  to  which  the 
eye;  of  the  states  are  apt  to  turn  with  a curiosity 
both  natural  and  ambitious,  may  not  these  lectures 
do  their  part  also,  if  recommended  by  ability,  to- 
wards raising  up  among  us  new  homage  to  mental 
accomplishments  and  renown — those  memorials  of 
a nation’s  glory  when  others  perish? 

Each  lecturer,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  course,  to 
deposit  with  the  director  a copy  of  his  lectures. 
These  to  be  published  or  not,  as  determined  by  the 
board  of  visiters.  Hence,  if  the  audience  in  the 
lecture-rooms  proved,  after  all,  to  be  inconsidera- 
ble, the  publication  of  the  lectures,  when  of  merit 
to  authorise  it,  would  be  fulfilling  the  intentions  of 
the  founder,  and  the  prospect  of  publication  be  suf- 
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ficient  to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  lecturer.  We 
have  heard  of  the  Bridgewater  treatises,  in  Eng- 
land, emanating  from  the  piovisicns  ot  a munificent 
will.  Perhaps  it  might  not  be  too  sanguine  to  an- 
ticipate, in  good  time,  from  the  Smithsonian  lec- 
tures, disquisitions  doing  honor  to  their  authors,  and 
let  it  be  hoped,  to  their  country,  whilst  diffusing 
knowledge  among  men  every  where.  We  have 
seen  also  the  publications  that  issue  from  those  re- 
cently formed  associations  that  hold  their  annual 
meetings  in  Europe,  and  seem  to  have  made  sci- 
ence a fashion  there,  enrolling  statesmen,  and  no- 
bles, and  kings  among  its  votaries.  May  not  the 
Smithsonian  institution  matk  an  occasion  lor  our 
country  to  start  in  this  rivalry  of  mind?  The  race 
among  nations  is  going  on,  of  wealth,  of  power, 
and  of  science;  the  two  first  extending  as  the  last 
extends.  An  immense  achievement,  which  the 
present  year  has  finally  witnessed,  the  crossing  of 
the  Atlantic  by  steam,  is  a revolution  in  human  af- 
fairs. Distance,  once  an  element  in  our  safety,  as 
in  all  our  relations  with  the  old  world,  and  the  basis 
on  which  rested  essential  maxims  in  our  policy, 
has  disappeared.  Europe  has  suddenly  become 
neighbor  to  us,  for  good  and  for  evil,  involving  con- 
sequences that  baffle  all  foresight.  Our  statesmen 
must  wake  up  to  the  mighty  change.  There  is  no 
time  to  loose.  They  will  have  to  ask  themselves 
what  are  the  parts  of  our  policy  to  be  accommo- 
dated to  the  change.  Our  men  of  science,  feeling 
new  excitements  from  this  approximation  of  the 
hemispheres  will  naturally  be  on  the  alert,  growing 
more  emulous  in  their  several  fields.  The  conti- 
nent that  Columbus  found  was  a desert,  overspread 
with  barbarous  people  and  institutions.  The  con- 
tinent that  steam  has  found  teems  with  civilization, 
fresh,  advancing,  and  unavoidably  innovating  upon 
the  old  world.  The  statesmen,  the  warriors,  the 
active  and  enterprising  men,  the  whole  people  of 
the  two  worlds,  now  almost  confront  each  other. 
It  is  at  such  a point  in  the  destinies  ot  America 
that  the  Smithsonian  institution  comes  into  being. 
By  their  physical  resources  and  power,  the  United 
States  are  well  known.  Their  resources  of  intel- 
lectual and  moral  strength  have  been  more  in  the 
back  ground;  but  may  not  an  auspicious  develop- 
ment of  them  be  aided  by  an  institution  like  this, 
rising  up  in  their  capital  simultaneously  with  this 
new  condition  of  things,  guarded,  as  it  will  be,  by 
the  annual  watchfulness,  fostered  by  the  annual 
care,  and  improved,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  su- 
perintending wisdom  of  congress? 

The  usefulness  of  the  institution  would  doubtless 
be  increased,  if  young  men  could  be  regularly  edu- 
cated at  it.  But  here  imperious  obstacles  seem 
to  interpose.  If  I only,  in  conclusion,  touch  this 
part  of  the  plan,  without  dilating  upon  it,  it  is  from 
a fear  that  the  fund  would  not  bear  their  mainte- 
nance, in  connexion  with  what  has  seemed  to  me 
other  indispensable  objects.  Perhaps  a limited 
number  who  had  passed  the  age  of  18,  taken  equal- 
ly from  the  different  states,  say  two  from  each, 
under  the  federative  principle,  might  come  to  the 
institution,  be  formed  into  a class,  and  attend  its 
lectures  for  a couple  or  three  courses;  their  expen- 
ses to  be  paid  under  such  restrictions  as  the  go- 
vernment might  prescribe,  and  the  young  men  to 
undergo  public  examinations  at  the  end  of  the 
term,  prize  metals  being  awarded  by  the  board  of 
visiters,  or  a committee  of  congress,  to  keep  the 
tone  of  ambition  high.  But  would  the  fund  bear 
even  this?  Again,  I fear  not. 

In  the  foregoing  suggestions  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  institution,  sent  to  you  in  compliance  with  the 
president’s  call,  I have  confined  myself  to  a very 
general  outline  and  a few  reflections.  The  subject 
has  many  aspects,  and  I have  dealt  only  with  some 
of  them,  and  those  partially.  It  is  intrinsically  one 
on  which  much  diversity  of  opinion  may  be  ex- 
pected to  prevail,  and  that  hardly  any  discussions 
could  exhaust.  However  honored  by  the  presi- 
dent’s call,  and  desirous  of  responding  to  it  ade- 
quately, I have  felt  incompetent  to  the  task  of  go- 
ing into  the  arrangements  in  detail  necessary  to  the 
complete  organization  of  an  institution  designed 
by  its  philanthropic  founder  to  be  so  universal  in 
scope,  so  far  reaching  iii  it3  benefits.  It  ought  to 
have  all  the  simplicity  compatible  with  its  ends; 
but  these  are  momentous,  since  they  may  run,  by 
their  effects,  into  distant  ages.  It  is  like  a new 
power  coming  into  the  republic — its  means  the 
human  mind,  its  ends  still  the  triumphs  of  the 
mind;  its  fields  of  glory  beneficent  and  saving — a 
power  to  give  new  force  to  the  moral  elements  of 
our  institutions,  helping  to  illustrate,  strengthen, 
and  adorn  them.  Such,  in  my  humble  conception, 
it  is,  or  may  be  made.  Even  as  to  the  brief  outline 
I venture  upon  for  the  plan  of  such  an  institution, 
I must  repeat  how  greatly  I distrust  myself,  sketch- 
ed, as  it  has  been,  without  consultation  with  others, 
giving  their  thoughts  to  the  same  subject,  who 


might  have  corrected,  modified,  and  improved  iny 
own.  If  any  of  these  can  be  turned  to  the  least 
profit  in  abler  hands,  or  serve  to  start  better  ones 
in  better  minds,  I shall  be  amply  rewarded. 

I beg  to  add  that  this  communication  would  have 
been  sooner  sent  to  you,  but  for  interruptions  inci- 
dent to  the  first  month  or  two  after  returning  to 
my  home  after  a two  years’  absence. 

With  great  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be  your 
obedient  servant,  RICHARD  RUSH. 

College  Hill,  D.  C.  November  26,  1S38. 

Sir:  In  an  interview  I had  with  you  sometime 
since,  you  desired  me  to  express  my  views  respect- 
ing the  anticipated  Smithsonian  institution.  1 will 
therefore  attempt  to  do  so,  though  conscious  of  my 
inability  to  do  justice  to  a subject  so  important  in 
its  character  and  relations.  If  it  be  wisely  orga- 
nized, and  supplied  with  a corps  of  distinguished 
professors  in  the  various  departments  of  learning, 
it  will  affect  not  only  the  highest  interests  of  our 
country,  but  its  influence  will  be  felt  in  foreign 
lands.  Let  it  go  up  in  a character  worthy  of  ils 
liberal  founder,  let  it  be  sustained  with  the  zeal 
and  liberality  becoming  the  object  and  our  own  re- 
putation, and  it  wull  add  to  our  national  points  of 
union:  in  these  we  are  not  very  rich,  and,  therefore, 
should  be  glad  to  multiply  them,  to  bind  together 
more  firmly  the  elements  of  the  American  confe- 
deration. The  object  of  the  contemplated  institu- 
tion is  “the  cultivation  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  mankind.”  This  object,  I believe,  is  dis- 
tinctly expressed  in  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson.  In 
making  his  will,  he  probably  had  his  eye  upon 
those  modern  institutes  and  universities  in  Europe 
which  are  designed,  not  to  teach  the  first  elements 
of  science  and  letters,  but  to  receive  graduates,  and 
men  looking  forward  to  professional  eminence,  for 
the  purpose  of  advancing  them  to  the  highest 
grades  of  learning,  and  thus  to  give  them  power  to 
enlarge  the  boundaries  of  knowledge,  by  fresh  dis- 
coveries and  investigations.  We  may  conclude, 
then,  that  he  intended  his  bequest  should  be  appli- 
ed to  the  erection  of  an  institution  for  liberal  and 
professional  purposes,  and  for  the  promotion  of  ori- 
ginal investigation — to  carry  scholars  through  a 
range  of  studies  much  above  those  of  the  ordinary 
collegiate  course.  I am  happy  to  know  that  this  is 
the  opinion  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  a gentleman 
whose  judgment  in  the  present  case  is  entitled  to 
all  respect. 

Admitting  that  this  is  to  be  its  object,  it  is  natu- 
ral to  inquire,  in  the  next  place,  how  it  should  be 
organized  so  as  most  fully  to  promote  this  design. 
In  organizing  it,  respect  should  be  had  to  the  spirit 
of  the  present  age,  to  the  genius  of  our  govern- 
ment, and  to  our  peculiar  wants  as  a nation.  It  is 
of  vital  moment  that  it  should  receive  such  a shap- 
ing as  will  best  correspond  with  all  the  particulars. 
Many  of  the  institutions  of  learning  in  Europe,  in 
rigidly  adhering  to  systems  of  government  and  in- 
struction settled  for  ages,  altogether  different  from 
our  own,  do  not  send  forth  men  fitted  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  modern  society.  Though  richly  en- 
dowed, and  supplied  with  teachers  of  great  powers 
and  attainments,  they  serve  for  little  else  than  to 
show  the  strength  of  the  current  that  is  setting  by 
them.  We,  at  this  day,  and  especially  in  this  coun- 
try, need  men  who  are  acquainted  with  something 
better  than  the  learning  of  the  ancient  schools;  men 
who  have  studied  profoundly  the  relation  of  scien- 
tific principles  to  practical  purposes,  and  who  can 
teach  their  fellow-men  how  to  apply  them  in  ad- 
vancing the  public  welfare. 

The  general  superintendence  of  the  institution 
may  be  committed  to  a board  of  commissioners,  ap- 
pointed my  government,  to  hold  their  offices  dur- 
ing good  behavior,  and  with  power  to  perpetuate 
their  existence.  In  this  way,  the  institution  would 
not  only  be  free  from  the  evils  of  frequent  changes 
and  political  agitations,  but  would  secure  to  itself, 
in  the  highest  degree,  the  benefits  of  personal  obli- 
gation. These  commissioners  would  feel  a deep 
sense  of  their  responsibility,  and  that  their  powers 
and  permanency  in  place  were  given  to  them  that 
they  might  have  the  best  opportunity  to  make  the 
instilution  what  it  ought  to  be — a distinguished 
honor  to  their  country,  and  a blessing  to  the  world. 

Let  this  board  of  commissioners  procure  the  best 
men  that  can  be  found  to  fill  the  several  professor- 
ships that  may  be  instituted;  and,  in  order  to  secure 
the  services  of  men  of  the  first  powers  and  attain- 
ments to  lecture  and  conduct  investigations  in  their 
appropriate  departments,  let  their  several  means  to 
facilitate  their  studies  be  ample,  and  their  stated 
salaries  liberal;  and  then  ils  public  course  of  lec- 
turing will  be  most  fully  attended — numbers  being 
allured  both  by  the  fame  of  the  professors  and  the 
lightness  of  the  fees.  It  was  in  consequence  of  high 
salaries  that  the  university  of  Gottingen,  in  the  18th 
century,  rose  to  the  first  eminence  in  Germany. 


As  the  funds  are  not  now,  nor  are  they  likely  to 
be  for  some  time  to  coit.c,  sufficient  to  support  pro- 
fessorships in  the  whole  circle  of  science,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  make  a selection.  The  temptation 
will  be  to  undertake  too  much.  A few  chairs,  well 
filled  and  well  sustained,  would  effect  more  than  a 
number  far  greater  than  there  are  adequate  means 
to  support.  In  deciding  upon  the  branches  of  know- 
ledge to  be  taught,  1 would  select  those  that  would 
make  the  institution  as  much  American  as  a regard 
for  general  science  will  allow.  In  addition  to  the 
ordinary  professorships  of  law,  of  medicine,  of  the 
exact  sciences,  and  physics,  of  classical  literature, 
and  of  modern  languages,  &c.  I would  have  one  of 
the  English  literature,  one  of  American  history, 
one  of  American  constitutional  law  and  jurispru- 
dence, one  of  American  institutions,  one  of  civil 
engineering  and  architecture,  one  of  the  practical 
application  of  the  exact  sciences  to  the  mechanic 
arts. 

You  will  perceive  that  I have  said  nothing  about 
professorships  in  the  department  of  metaphysics.  1 
would  rather  leave  the  whole  business  of  ethical 
and  moral  philosophy  to  be  taught  elsewhere,  than 
to  introduce  it  as  a distinct  course  in  a national  in- 
stitution of  learning. 

Some  of  the  above  professorships  are  of  a local 
and  novel  character;  but  this,  I trust,  will  not  be 
urged  as  an  objection  against  them.  The  achieve- 
ment of  onr  independence  formed  an  epoch  in  the 
political  world.  Let,  then,  the  institution  of  this 
our  first  national  university  form  an  epoch  in  the 
republic  of  science.  Much  might  be  said  in  re- 
commending the  branches  appropriate  to  our  coun- 
try. They  are  such  as  ought  to  be  adopted,  out  of 
a regard  to  our  reputation  and  to  our  present  wants 
and  future  prospects.  What  have  we  done,  as  yet, 
to  enrich  and  improve  our  own  tongue?  Besides, 
when  we  consider  that  the  English  language  em- 
bodies, perhaps,  richer  treasures  of  science  and  lite- 
rature than  any  other,  and  when  we  consider  that  it 
is  spoken  by  two  of  the  most  commercial,  enter- 
prising, and  powerful  nations  upon  the  earth — na- 
tions which  are  doing  more  than  any  other  two  that 
can  be  named,  in  forming  colonies,  and  in  diffusing 
knowledge  and  the  light  of  Christianity — how  pow- 
erful is  the  motive  to  cultivate  and  carry  it  to  the 
highest  state  of  refinement  and  power. 

With  regard  to  buildings,  it  may  be  remarked 
that  it  would  be  wisest  to  erect  no  more  than  are 
necessary  for  the  library,  the  apparatus,  a cabinet 
of  minerals,  collection  of  models,  specimens,  curi- 
osities, &c.  for  the  accommodation  of  the  professors 
when  lecturing  or  engaged  in  their  investigations. 
The  scholars,  instead  of  eating  in  common,  might 
he  accommodated  in  private  boarding-houses.  If 
this  course  be  pursued,  the  interest  which  has  ac- 
crued and  which  will  accrue  on  the  bequest,  before 
the  institution  can  be  organized,  will  probably  be 
sufficient  to  erect  all  the  necessary  buildings,  and 
leave  a handsome  sum  to  be  expended  upon  a libra- 
ry, apparatus,  Etc.  so  that  the  whole  of  the  original 
donation  may  be  invested  for  a permanent  fund. 

It  will  be  of  vital  moment  that  the  professors  and 
students  should  be  rich  in  the  external  means  of 
knowledge — an  extensive  and  well-chosen  library, 
instruments,  apparatus,  models,  specimens,  &c. 
Especially  would  I recommend  that  there  should  be 
an  astronomical  observatory  connected  with  the  in- 
stitution. The  expense  of  this  would  not  be  very 
great,  and  the  government  are  already  in  possession 
of  many  of  the  requisite  instruments.  By  such 
means,  a meridian  may  be  established,  not  only  for 
our  own  country,  but  for  the  western  continent. 
To  this  all  our  national  surveys,  our  charts,  &c. 
may  be  referred.  Astronomical  observations  might 
be  made,  for  which  our  position  and  climate  offer 
peculiar  advantages.  There  is  now  no  observatory 
worth  naming  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Let,  then, 
the  American  government  now  build  one,  and  it  will 
not  only  be  an  honor  to  the  nation,  but  it  will  be  a 
powerful  reason  for  giving  permanency  lo  the  pre- 
sent seat  of  government. 

It  may  not  be  thought  best  (o  employ  any  artifi- 
cial means  lor  stimulants  to  rivalship,  and  to  seek 
for  literary  honors.  Congress  will  always  have  the 
right  of  visitation,  and  they  can,  if  they  please,  di- 
rect the  committee  whom  they  may  appoint  to  at- 
tend the  stated  examinations  of  the  various  classes, 
to  award  medals,  or  some  other  mark  of  distinction, 
to  those  scholars  who  shall  give  the  best  proof  of 
proficiency,  or  the  ablest  essays  on  appointed  sub- 
jects. But  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  com- 
munity at  large  constitute,  in  fact,  the  most  efficient 
board  of  overseers,  and  that  that  institution  will  be 
the  most  honored  and  frequented  which  sends  forth 
the  best  prepared  and  the  most  faithful  agents  to 
meet  the  wants  of  their  country.  I have  the  honor, 
sir,  to  be  yours,  with  sentiments  of  great  respect 
and  esteem,  S.  CHAPIN. 

To  Martin  Van  Buren,  president  of  the  U.  Slates. 
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Light  houses  on  the  const.  It  is  stated  in  the  Boston 
papeis,  that  Mr.  Pleasantson,  first  auditor  of  the  trea- 
sury, with  Mr.  Senator  Davis  of  Mass,  accompanied 
by  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Boston,  embarked  at 
that  port  a day  or  two  ago,  on  board  the  revenue  cut- 
ter Hamilton,  on  a voyage  of  survey,  authorised  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  with  a view  to  intro- 
ducing uniformity  and  other  improvements  in  the  light 
houses  on  our  coast. 

Beacon  on  the  Homer  shoals.  During  the  last  session 
of  congress  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  was  made  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a beacon  on  the  Romer  shoal, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  N.  York;  and  our 
worthy  and  enterprising  fellow  citizen,  captain  Wins- 
low Lewis,  is  now  engaged  in  carrying  the  intention  of 
congress  into  effect. 

The  Romer  shoal  is  an  extensive  sand  bank,  situat- 
ed about  four  or  five  miles  N.  N.  W.  from  the  light 
house  on  Sandy  Hook,  and  exposed  to  all  the  fury  of 
the  gales  of  the  Atlantic.  It  was  upon  this  shoal  that 
the  steamer  Home  struck  when  leaving  New  York,  on 
her  last  voyage,  which  proved  fatal  to  so  many  of  her 
passengers  and  crew. 

The  beacon  will  be  erected  on  the  south  east  part  of 
the  shoal — vhere  the  water  is  nine  feet  deep  at  low 
tide;  it  will  be  of  a conical  shape,  26  feet  in  diameter 
at  the  base,  and  6 feet  at  the  top,  to  be  built  of  large 
blocks  of  hewn  granite,  strongly  clamped  and  dowelled 
together,  with  copper  materials — and  rising  to  a height 
of  42  feet  from  the  foundation  of  hard  sand.  This  will 
be  surmounted  with  a spar  24  feet  in  height,  on  the  top 
of  which  will  be  placed  a conspicuous  object — the 
whole  to  be  painted  in  a manner  that  will  attract  at- 
tention. 

We  understand  that  capt.  Lewis  has  met  with  some 
difficulties  in  laying  the  foundation  stones  for  this  bea- 
con, as  owing  to  the  very  rapid  tide  at  that  place,  his 
attempts  to  make  use  of  a diving  hell  proved  fruitless. 
These  obstacles,  however,  he  has  surmounted  by  an 
ingenious  and  admirable  contrivance,  something  on 
the  principle  of  the  coffer-dam— and  which  has  ena- 
bled him  to  execute  the  work  of  laying  the  foundation 
in  the  most  faithful  manner.  A beacon  of  this  de- 
scription, on  the  Romer  shoal,  will  prove  of  great  ser- 
vice to  vesselsentering  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

[. Bost . Mer.  Journal. 

Prince  George's  county,  Mil.  The  total  assessed  va- 
lue of  the  real  and  personal  property  in  Prince 
George’s  county,  in  this  state,  as  officially  declared  for 
the  present  year,  is  $5,884,428.  There  are  in  the 
county  299,260  acres  of  land,  which  with  the  improve- 
ments are  assessed  at  $3,679,355;  the  number  of  slaves 
is  8,882.  valued  at  $1,663,725;  the  amount  of  silver 
plate  is  17,477  ounces,  valued  at  an  equal  number  of 
dollars;  and  there  is  other  property,  valued  at  $520,302, 
making  the  aggregate  assessed  value  of  personal  pro- 
perty, $2,205,073.  On  the  entire  aggregate,  a tax  of 
31  cents  per  hundred  dollars  has  been  levied,  which 
produces  $20,007 — the  total  amount  of  the  county  ex- 
penses for  the  year. 

Monument  at  North  Point.  The  military  companies 
of  Baltimore  have  resolved  to  erect  a monument  at 
North  Point  to  commemorate  the  battle  fought  there  on 
the  12th  of  Sept.  1814.  The  project  is  a laudable 
one,  for  few  battles  fought  during  the  war  were  more 
honorable  to  our  citizen  soldiery  or  tendered  more  to 
check  the  inroads  of  a ruthless  enemy. 

Canada  prisoners.  Eleven  more  of  the  Prescott 
prisoners  lfave  been  released,  and  have  reached  Saek- 
ett’s  Harbor.  Their  names  are  David  Defield,  .T.  M. 
Jones,  Oliver  Lawton,  Edgar  Rogers,  Garrus  Powers, 
Samuel  Livingston,  Trueman  Chipman.SLevi  Chipman, 
John  Graves,  Alonzo  Mallhiut  and  Bapstitio  Raso. 

At  Toronto,  on  the  22d  ult,  Philip  Jackson,  Dioge- 
nes McKenzie,  Benjamin  Warner,  Isaac  Mace  and 
John  McIntyre,  the  last  of  the  prisoners  charged  with 
participation  in  the  invasions  of  Upper  Canada — with 
the  exception  of  one  named  Myers,  who  was  in  a dy- 
ing state— were  tried  ami  found  guilty  on  the  testimony 
of  Samuel  Woods  and  William  Carroll,  who  were  im- 
plicated in  the  same  enterprise  but  admitted  as  evidence 
for  the  crown.  Sentence  had  not  been  pronounced. 

The  Gloucester,  Mass.  Telegraph  says  one  or  two 
vessels  have  returned  from  the  bay  without  any  mack- 
erel, which  the  Telegraph  considers  pretty  good  evi- 
dence of  the  scarcity  of  fish!  We  should  think  so  too. 
The  argument  is  logical  and  well  considered.  If  no 
mackerel  were  found,  we  too,  should  consider  the 
proof  prima  facie,  at  least,  that  they  were  not  very 
abundant.  Some  of  the  places  on  Cape  Cod,  how- 
ever where  they  angle  for  them  with  semes,  furnish 
prettv  o-ood  fishing.  For  instance,  the  Squam  Company 
recently  took  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  barrels 
at  one  haul.  Our  logic  is,  that  there  are  mackerel 
enough,  but  that  they  have  a poor  appetite  this  season. 
They’  wont  bite,  though  they  have  no  objection  to  be- 
in^  taken  if  you  fairly  surround  them  with  a seine. 
Tliey  have  no  notion  of  volunteering,  but  submit  cheer- 
fully to  impressment. 

Health  of  New  Orleans.  The  Bulletin  of  the  22d 
ultimo  says: 

We  have  thus  far  advanced  into  the  dangers  of  the 
summer  season  with  entire  immunity.  The  city,  as 
we  learn  from  conversation  with  several  intelligent  and 
experienced  physicians,  continues  totally  free  from 
epidemical  disorders,  and  altogether  is  marked  by  ex- 
cellent health.  The  abundant  rains  which  have  of 


late  fallen,  have  tempered  the  fervid  heats  of  summer, 
and  rendered  the  atmosphere  comparatively  mild  and 
delightful.  We  have  had  quite  a sufficient  quantity  of 
rain  for  the  purpose  of  thoroughly  cleansing  tiiestree.s, 
and  keeping  up  public  salubrity.  More  would  be  dan- 
gerous, and  we  hope  that  we  are  to  remain  exempt 
from  a pluvial  visilation  for  some  weeks  to  come. 
Hitherto  we  have  had  no  signs  of  yellow  fever,  and 
though  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  all  prognostics 
are  frequently  falsified  by  facts,  we  are  not  without  the 
confident  belief  that  we  shall  this  year  be  spared  the 
calamity  of  an  epidemic. 

There  were  121  deaths  in  Philadelphia  last  week — 
26  adults  and  95  children. 

There  were  only  three  deaths  at  Cincinnati  during 
the  week  ending  on  the  31st  ult. 

Health  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  The  yellow,  or  stran- 
ger’s fever  is  prevailing  at  Charleston,  by  which,  for  the 
week  ending  on  the  23ih  ult.  there  were  18  deaths — 5 
of  which  were  white  adults. 

Steamboat  burnt.  A slip  from  the  Mobile  Chronicle, 
under  date  of  27th  July,  states  that  the  steamboat 
William  Hurlbutt,  which  left  that  eity  on  the  previous 
evening,  with  a large  number  of  passengers  and  a full 
cargo,  was  burnt  to  the  waters’  edge,  when  about  ten 
miles  above  the  town.  The  fire  originated  in  the  hold, 
being  first  observed  breaking  out  of  the  hatches.  The 
boat  was  immediately  run  ashore,  but  nolhing  was  sav- 
ed except  the  lives  of  the  passengers  and  crew.  The 
cargo  was  entirely  consumed.  There  was  no  insur- 
ance upon  either  boat  or  cargo. 

Secretaries  of  stale  in  Illinois.  It  is  stated,  and  se- 
veral facts  going  to  prove  the  statement  are  cited,  that 
there  are  at  this  time,  three  secretaries  of  state  in  Illi- 
nois. The  story  is  that  governor  Carlin,  growing  tired 
of  the  delay  of  Mr.  Clernard  in  obtaining  the  papers 
from  Mr.  Field,  appointed  a Mr.  Morris,  of  Quincy, 
secretary — and  that  when  Morris  arrived  in  Springfield, 
and  the  attempt  to  take  possession  by  a writ  of  re- 
pleviaii,  failed,  Morris  returned  home,  without  announc 
mg  his  appointment.  It  is  thought  if  Mr.  Clernard 
succeeds  in  ousting  Fields,  Morris  will  oust  Mr  Cler- 
nard. [Si.  Louis  Rep. 

Tornado  in  Connecticut.  A destructive  storm  of  wind 
and  rain  passed  over  several  places  in  the  state  of  Con- 
necricut,  on  the  afternoon  ot  the  31st  ult.  It  appears 
to  have  been  most  severely  felt  in  the  vicinity  ot  New 
Haven,  where  some  of  the  most  substantial  buildings 
were  blown  down  or  unroofed,  persons  were  carried 
through  the  air,  and  forest  and  fruit  trees  in  great  num- 
bers, torn  up  by  the  roots.  The  Daily  Herald,  which 
notices  this  storm,  was  not  published  early  enough  on 
Wednesday  to  give  a full  account  of  the  damage  oc- 
casioned by  the  wind.  At  North  Haven  several  houses 
were  destroyed,  and  at  East  Windsor  great  injury  was 
done  to  the  crops. 

In  the  city  of  New  Haven  itself  the  house  of  a capt. 
Gregory,  about  a mile  from  t1  e state  house,  had  all  its 
chimneys  blown  down,  part  of  the  roof  carried  off,  and 
his  barn,  fences  and  trees  demolished.  A house  in  the 
vicinity  belonging  to  Mr.  Way,  was  blown  entirely  to 
pieces.  A small  new  tenement,  the  property  of  Dr. 
Monson,  was  also  entirely  demolished.  The  house  of 
Mr.  Sperry  was  unroofed.  The  house  of  professor 
Shepard  was  considerably  injured.  Several  buildings 
in  a direction  west  from  the  cily  were  blown  down  or 
greatly  injured,  and  at  one  place  several  lives  were 
lost. 

A family  had  just  sat  down  to  dinner  in  the  base- 
ment of  a small  house,  when  the  wind  struck  the  house 
carried  it  away,  leaving  the  family  and  table  untouch- 
ed. 

The  precise  direction  taken  by  t'ne  current  of  wind 
we  have  not  been  able  to  learn. 

Slow  promotions  in  time  of  peace.  By  examining  the 
Navy  Register,  it  is  found  that  there  are  now  in  the 
navy  127  lieutenants,  who  have  been  twenty  years  and 
upwards  in  service,  and  that  twenty  of  these  entered 
the  service  twenty-seven  years  ago.  There  are  also  79 
passed  midshipmen,  who  have  been  in  the  service  11 
years  and  upward,  and  are  still  waiting  for  promotion 

A locomotive  engine  was  tried  at  Lowell,  (Mass.) 
a few  days  since,  which  drew  a train  of  cars,  sixty- 
three  in  number,  filled  with  merchandise,  weighing 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  tons,  of  2,000  pounds, 
over  an  ascent  of  10  feet  to  the  mile,  at  the  rule  of 
nine  miles  an  hour. 

Mississippi  direct  trade.  Last  week  we  noticed  the 
arrival  of  the  ship  Franklin,  from  Grand  Gulf  at  Liver- 
pool. Since  then,  we  observe  that  the  ship  Talleyrand, 
from  Natchez,  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  11th  June, 
and  the  ship  Victoria,  from  Vicksburg,  on  the  12th. 

[Grand  Gulf  Advertiser. 

Colonization  without  cost.  The  legislative  council  of 
Trinidad,  one  of  the  British  West  India  islands,  in 
which  slavery  was  abolished  on  the  1st  of  August, 
1834,  has  passed  an  ordinance  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  emigration  of  colored  laborers  to  the  island. 
It  provides  for  the  payment  at  the  public  expense  of 
$25  for  the  passage  money  of  each  laborer  of  African 
descent  coming  from  the  United  States,  and  $30  for 
each  one  coming  from  Canada. 

The  hon.  Wm.  H.  Burnley,  a member  of  the  legis- 
lative council  of  Trinidad,  is  now  in  New  York  as  an 
agent  to  endeavor  to  induce  the  colored  people  to  emi- 
grate. The  island  of  Trinidad  is  said  to  be  very  fertile 
and  very  healthful.  [Pennsylvanian. 


Immigration  to  Hayti.  The  brig  America,  Kingsley’ 
sailed  20th  July  from  St.  John's  river,  East  Florida* 
having  on  board  nearly  100  free  colored  and  some 
white  passengers  of  that  neighborhood  for  Hayti. — 
They  were  mostly  of  the  useful  and  laborious  classes  of 
the  community,  such  as  agriculturists,  assorted  with 
blacksmiths  and  carpenters,  together  with  some  first 
rate  ship  builders  and  other  mechanics,  intending  to 
settle  near  Port  au  Plate,  under  the  patronage  of  Mr. 
Kingsley,  a Florida  planter,  who  wishes  to  transfer 
their  industry  to  his  own  fertile  lands  in  Hayti. 

The  ship  Saluda,  about  to  sail  from  Norfolk  for  Li- 
beria, will  carry  out  among  other  emigrants  eighteen 
emancipated  slaves  lately  belonging  to  John  R.  Mix, 
esq.  of  Raleigh,  N.  C.  who  were  liberated  on  the  con- 
dition of  their  emigrating  to  that  colony. 

The  new  packet  ship  Rochester  made  her  passage 
out  in  sixteen  days.  She  sailed  from  New  York  on 
(lie  6th  ultimo,  and  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  22d. 

Abolition.  The  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  which  convened  at  Washington,  Pa.  ad- 
journed on  the  26th  ult.  after  a session  of  nine  days. 
The  following  resolution,  which  had  been  sanctioned 
by  the  New  England  conference,  was  considered  and 
rejected — nays  86,  yeas  5. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  can,  or  should  be,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  who  either 
holds,  buys  or  sells  a negro  slave  or  slaves,  unless  with 
the  express  object  of  liberating  them  immediately. 

A line  of  Brazilian  steam  packets  has  been  estab- 
lished by  a company  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  up  a regular  communication  with  all 
the  ports  north  of  the  capital.  The  first  packet  be- 
longing to  the  company  returned  to  Rio  in  June,  hav- 
ing made  the  circuit  of  the  ports,  going  and  returning, 
in  sixty  days. 

The  Wilmington  Whaling  company’s  ship  North 
America,  capt.  Simmons,  arrived  on  the  6th  instant, 
with  a full  cargo  of  oil.  The  North  America  has  been 
out  but  14  months,  and  has  made  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful voyages  on  record.  In  addition  to  the  oil,  with 
which  she  is  completely  filled,  she  has  brought  home 
about  $1,500  in  specie,  the  proceeds  of  some  oil  sold  at 
Hobart’s  bay.  She  filled  up  the  vacum  on  her  passage 
home.  [ Journal . 

The  Louisianian  of  the  24th  ult.  states,  that  on  the  6th 
inst.  the  steward  of  a Spanish  schooner,  on  a coasting 
voyage  from  Havana  to  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  with  a 
cargo  of  negroes,  and  twenty-six  white  passengers, 
men,  women  and  children,  managed  to  excite  the  blacks 
against  the  whites;  the  latter  were  all  murdered,  to- 
gether with  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner.  As 
soon  as  this  news  reached  Havana,  the  government 
dispatched  a vessel  of  war  in  search  of  the  coaster. 

An  old  newspaper.  The  Pittsburgh  Gazette  of  Mon- 
day last,  announces  thaton  that  day,  the  Gazette  com- 
pletes fifty-three  years  since  the  publication  of  the  first 
number.  It  was  the  first  newspaper  which  was  pub- 
lished in  that  vast  region  which  extended  from  the 
Alleghany  mountains  on  the  east,  to  the  Pacific  ocean 
on  the  west,  and  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  south 
to  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north. 

Indian  running.  At  the  Laprairie  races,  last  week, 
eight  Indians  entered  for  a foot  race,  one  of  whom  ran 
the  distance — a mile  and  sixty  yards — in  five  minutes 
and  fifteen  seconds.  In  another  heat  the  same  swift 
runner  did  it  inffive  minutes  and  two  seconds,  with  ap- 
parent ease.  This  was  good  running,  but  not  equal  to 
Stannard’s  ten  miles  within  the  hour. 

[IV.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

National  road.  The  Cumberland  road  convention, 
composed  of  delegates  front  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  met  at  Terre  Haute,  la.  on  the  8th  July. 
The  object  of  the  convention  was,  if  possible,  to  con- 
cert measures  by  which  the  road  shall  be  prosecuted  to 
completion.  A committee  of  the  convention  reported 
a memorial  to  be  presented  to  the  next  congress,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted.  Among  other  thing  set 
forth  in  the  memorial  is  the  doctrine  that  the  govern- 
ment stands  pledged  to  complete  the  work,  in  justice 
to  the  western  stales,  referring  to  the  large  appropria- 
tions annually  made  for  the  improvement  of  eastern 
states,  in  clearing  out  of  harbors,  erection  of  light 
houses,  &c.  [Nat.  Lit. 

American  copper.  Some  notice  is  taken  in  the  Bates- 
ville  (Arkansas)  News,  of  the  operations  of  the  Cur- 
rant river  copper  mining  company.  The  mine  at  pre- 
sent worked  by  that  company  is  situated  in  Shanon 
county,  Missouri,  aud  the  copper  ore  is  supposed  to 
extend  over  a space  of  many  miles.  Since  September, 
1837,  about  1,000,000  pounds  of  ore  have  been  raised, 
the  average  yield  of  which  has  been  about  forty  per 
cent.  A smelting  furnace  was  erected  in  April  last, 
since  which  time  about  seventy-five  tons  of  copper 
have  been  smelted.  The  ore  is  said  to  be  easily  ob- 
tained. The  mine  is  on  land  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  is  represented  to  abound  not  only  with  cop- 
per ore,  but  with  iron  and  other  valuable  minerals.  It 
is  also  said  to  possess  a most  extensive  water  power  to 
propel  machinery,  situated  near  a fine  stream,  the  na- 
vigation of  which  at  present  is  hazardous,  but  with  a 
small  appropriation  could  be  made  navigable  for  keel 
and  flat  boats  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  as  high  as  the 
place  now  worked — and  for  steamboats  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year,  within  fifty  miles  of  the  furnace  now  in 
operation.  [Balt.  Amer. 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER. 


Fifth  series.  No.  25. — Vol.  VI.] 

BALTIMORE,  AUGUST  17, 

1839. 

[Vol.  LVI. — Whole  No.  1,455. 

THE  PAST — THE  PRESENT — FOR  THE 

FUTURE. 

PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED,  EVERY  SATURDAY, 

BY  WILLIAM  OGDEN  NILES,  EDITOR  AND 

PROPRIETOR, 

AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 

Elections.  We  have  not  received  official  re- 
turns of  the  recent  congressional  elections,  but  the 
following  summary  will  be  found  nearly  correct: 

In  North  Carolina,  seven  whigs  and  six  friend3 
of  the  administration  have  been  elected.  In  Ken- 
tucky, eleven  whigs  and  two  friends  of  the  admi- 
nistration. In  Indiana,  two  w’higs,  four  friends  of 
the  administration,  and  one,  (Mr.  Witk),  whose 
position  is  not  satisfactorily  “defined.”  In  Tennes- 
see, seven  whigs  and  six  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion. From  Alabama  we  have  news  from  only  three 
of  the  districts,  which  states  that  two  whigs  and  one 
friend  of  the  administration  have  been  elected. 

Mr.  Polk  has,  no  doubt,  been  elected  governor  of 
Tennessee  by  a handsome  majority;  and  it  is  believ- 
ed that  a majority  of  the  delegates  elect  ate  friends 
of  the  administration. 

The  result  is  a decided  whig  loss — the  particu- 
lars of  which  will  be  given  in  our  next. 

Gold  Coinage.  Statement  of  the  coinage  at 
the  several  branch  mints  during  the  ha'lf  year  end- 
ing on  the  30th  of  June  last:  [Globe. 

GOLD. 

Half  eagles.  Qr.  pagles.  Value  dolls.  Total. 
Charlotte,  7,210  10,760  62,950  00  62,950  00 

Dahlonega,  6,573  13,673  67,017  50  67,047  50 

SILVER. 

Half  Dimes  Half  Value 
dimes.  dolllar.  dollars. 

N.  Orl’ns,  800,000  731,600  220,000  223,160  223160  00 


1353,157  50 

The  Cherokee  troubles.  We  have  seen  a 
letter,  hastily  written,  from  the  Cherokee  nation, 
(west  of  Arkansas),  on  the  24th  of  June.  The  in- 
formation it  gives  is  to  be  relied  on,  and  is  the  first 
unquestionable  intelligence  that  has  come  to  hand. 
It  confirms  the  report  of  the  destruction  of  the  two 
Ridges  and  Boudinot,  but  gives  no  particulars  of  the 
immediate  cause.  From  certain  expressions  in  the 
letter,  we  should  infer  that  their  death  was  resolved 
upon  in  a general  assembly,  which  Mr.  Ross  strove 
to  curb,  but  could  not;  for  the  writer  speaks  of  the 
restraints  attempted  in  vain  to  be  imposed  by  “the 
moderation  of  Mr.  Ross.” 

The  succession  of  events,  as  stated  in  the  letter, 
was  as  follows: 

A general  council  of  the  representatives  and  peo- 
ple of  the  Eastern  and  Western  Cherokees*  was 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a union  of  the 
two  nations,  and  of  remodelling  their  government. 
It  closed  on  Friday,  the  21st  of  June,  without  effect- 
ing the  objects  for  which  it  w-as  convened.  The 
people,  however,  who  formed  a branch  of  the  gene- 
ral council,  expressed  their  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
ject. Ttiey  resolved  that  the  interests  of  the  nation 
required  such  a union  to  be  speedily  effected,  and 
called  a national  convention  to  take  the  subject  into 
consideration  at  an  early  day. 

On  Saturday,  June  22d,  major  Ridge,  John  Rid <re 
and  Elias  Boudinot,  were  ki lied . 

On  Sunday,  June  23d,  news  spread  among  the 
people  that  Bell,  one  ot  the  Ridge  party,  was  collect- 
ing a company  to  kill  John  Ross  and  Edward  Gunter. 
At  an  houi’s  notice  a large  band  assembled  at  the 
point  whence  our  informant  writes,  and  started  at 
full  speed  to  guard  Mr.  Ross;  and  from  a few  miles 
below  another  company  went,  in  like  haste  to 
guard  Mr.  Gunter. 

On  Monday,  June  24th,  a person  who  passed  the 
bouse  of  Mr.  Ross  reported  that  he  was  safe,  and 
strongly  guarded. 

“For  the  sake  of  humanity,”  says  the  very  intel- 
ligent gentleman  from  whose  letter,  written  on  the 
spot,  we  derive  our  information,  “it  i3  to  be  hoped 
the  matter  will  stop  here;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that,  should  Mr.  Ross  or  Mr.  Gunter  be  killed  the 
popular  fury  will  burst  all  the  restraints  imposed  by 
the  moderation  of  Mr.  Ross,  and  nothing  short  of 
the  utter  extermination  of  the  treaty  men  will  satis- 
fy them.” 

The  convention  for  the  union  of  the  Eastern  and 
Western  Cherokees  was  to  have  met  on  Monday 
July  1st.  [New  York  Journal  of  Commerce.'  ’ 


That  portion  of  the  tribe  which  removed  west  mi 
years  since  are  called  the  Western  Cherokees;  th 
who  recently  removed,  the  Eastern  Cherokes. 

Yol.  VI. — Sio.  25. 


From  Guatemala  or  Central  America 
From  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce.  Our 
readers  are  aware  that,  some  months  since,  the 
states  of  Honduras,  Nicaragua  and  Costa  Rica,  each 
declared  itself  independent  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, at  the  head  of  which  is  president  Morazan. 
Honduras  and  Nicaragua  raised  an  army  of  1,600 
men,  and  invaded  the  province  of  San  Salvador. 
On  the  6th  of  April  president  Morazan,  with  1,200 
men,  gave  them  battle,  and  defeated  them  with  the 
loss  of  about  400  men.  In  consequence  of  this 
battle,  the  nullifiers  abated  their  pretensions,  and 
there  was  some  hope  of  the  restoration  of  peace 
without  further  bloodshed.  The  government  of 
Guatemala  has  addressed  a circular  to  the  other 
states,  inviting  them  to  a general  convention  for  the 
purpose  of  adopting  a new  constitution,  and  effect- 
ing the  desired  reforms  in  a pacific  manner.  El 
Tierapo,  of  Guatemala,  says,  under  date  of  May 
24th,  “The  election  of  deputies  for  several  dis- 
tricts has  taken  place  without  any  great  commo- 
tion or  loss  of  lives,  so  generally  attended  on  such 
occasions.”  The  latest  intelligence,  which  we  find 
in  the  Blize  Advertiser  of  the  13th  ult.  is  as  follows: 

Central  America.  The  last  papers,  dated  30th 
May,  received  from  that  place,  inform  us  that  gen, 
Morazan  was  at  the  head  of  the  federal  army,  a 
well  disciplined  and  “full  of  fight”  body  of  men. 

Gen.  Ferrera,  of  the  allied  pacificator  army,  was 
in  San  Miguel  on  the  21st  May,  reorganizing  the 
troops  under  his  command,  to  commence  operations, 
as  he  says,  “against  the  enemies  of  the  sovereign- 
ty and  independence  of  the  states  who  keep  San 
Salvador  under  the  most  shameful  slavery.” 

As  is  usual  with  thD  unfortunate  people,  bulle- 
tins and  proclamations  are  being  daily  issued,  ex- 
pressive of  the  utmost  brotherly  and  loving  kind- 
ness towards  one  another  whilst  meditating  the 
the  most  sanguinary  butchery. 

Mexico.  Advices  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to 
the  8th,  and  Vera  Cruz  to  the  13th  of  July,  have 
been  received  at  New  Orleans.  The  report  that 
gen.  Braro  had  superseded  Santa  Ana  in  the  presi- 
dency ad  interim  of  that  republic,  turns  out  a hoax. 
General  Bustamente  was  daily  expected  in  the 
capital,  having  quelled  for  the  present,  the  most 
formidable  enemies  of  the  internal  peace  of  his 
country.  He  had  been  received  with  every  demon- 
stration of  joy  and  respect,  in  all  the  populous  places 
through  which  he  had  passed. 

Our  minister,  Mr.  Ellis,  was  received  with  all 
the  honors  that  could  be  shown  him  at  Vera  Cruz. — 
A military  escort  was  sent  to  conduct  him  to  Mexi- 
co, and  the  public  authorities  seemed  anxious  to 
make  every  possible  demonstration  of  respect  to- 
wards him. 

The  Mexican  congress  had  refused  to  concur  with 
Santa  Ana  in  his  hostile  measures  towards  Texas 
recommended  by  him,  and  the  latter  had  retired  to 
his  country  seat. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Bulletin. 

By  the  schooner  Eclipse,  capt.  Delaville,  which 
arrived  here  yesterday,  we  have  received  our  files 
of  papers  and  letters  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  the 
8th,  and  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  13th  inst.  inclusive. 
Santa  Ana  was  still  the  president  ad  interim,  and 
though  in  a precarious  state  of  health  exercising  the 
functions  of  his  office  with  increasing  applause  and 
success.  At  the  date  of  our  correspondent’s  letter, 
Bustamente  was  momentarily  expected  in  the  capi- 
tal. The  expedition  to  Tampico  being  crowned 
with  such  entire  success,  his  return  was  every 
where  greeted  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demon- 
strations of  affection  and  regard.  According  to  the 
Diario  del  Gobierno,  Santa  Ana  and  he  are  to  efFect 
the  most  salutary  reform  in  the  constitution, — to  do 
away  with  the  cause  of  the  late  disastrous  disaffec- 
tion, conciliate  all  parties,  and  to  crown  the  whole 
with  reconquering  the  “ungrateful  colony.”  For 
accomplishing  this  great  undertaking,  the  executive 
is  to  be  empowered  to  raise  the  necessary  means. 

All  the  federalists  who  gave  themselves  up  to  the 
disposal  of  the  government  are  to  retire  to  their 
farms,  and  never  to  reside  in  a city,  or  near  a fortifi- 
cation under  pain  of  death. 

Urrea  was  sentenced  by  Santa  Ana  to  be  banish- 
ed for  six  years,  but  a perverse  man  of  “French  de- 
scent,” who  had  him  iri  charge,  allowing  him  too 
much  parole  of  honor,  the  quondam  generallissimo, 
while  on  _his  way  to  Vera  Cruz  for  embarkation, 


made  his  escape  at  Perote  on  the  30th  ult.  and  has 
not  been  heard  of  since. 

Leines  was  chased  out  of  Monterry  by  Canalizo: 
he  and  his  brother  fled  to  Monclavo.  According  to 
the  papers  in  our  possession,  the  career  of  this  ge- 
neral is  of  late  marked  by  much  barbarity. 

In  several  states  in  the  interior,  the  small  pox  is 
raging  with  great  violence. 

Throughout  the  whole  republic,  the  censorship 
of  the  press  is  maintained  with  the  greatest  rigor, 
but  the  foreign  merchants  resident  in  VeraCruz 
have  been  allowed,  and  are  about  establishing  a 
splendid  exchange  or  reading  room  in  that  city,  on 
the  European  plan. 

Extract  from  the  correspondence  of  the  Louisianian. 

No  news  in  the  interior,  St.  Ana  is  expected 
shortly  in  his  hacienda  de  nanga  del  clavo.  Busta- 
mente should  be  on  his  way  to  Mexico  to  take  the 
reins  of  government. 

Two  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  second  in- 
stalment are  on  the  way  from  Mexico  to  Vera  Cruz. 
The  Mexicans  give  this  the  greatest  punctuality. — 
This  money  will  arrive  only  a few  days  after  being 
due. 

Commercial  affairs  have  a good  appearance. — 
There  has  not  been  as  yet  any  arrivals  from  Europe, 
and  the  want  of  goods  is  immense. 

General  Urrea  is  to  go  to  Europe. 

Florida.  Seizure  of  Indians.  Extract  of  a 
letter,  received  this  morning  from  lieut.  W.  K.  Han- 
son, of  the  7th  infantry,  U.  S.  A.  dated  Savannah, 
August  II,  1839. 

“I  am  now  on  a U.  States  steamboat  at  Savannah, 
having  in  charge  forty-six  Seminoles,  prisoners  of 
war,  who  were  captured  by  me,  at  Fort  Mellon,  last 
week.  Let  me  give  you  the  particulars:  On  the 
31st  July,  I received  intelligence  at  Fort  Mellon  of 
the  massacre  of  the  dragoons  on  the  Caloosahatchie. 
The  Indians,  you  probably  know,  have  been  visiting 
me  at  Fort  Mellon,  during  the  summer,  and  a consi- 
derable number  were  in  the  fort  at  the  time  when  the 
news  reached  me.  I carefully  concealed  from  them 
the  intelligence  which  I had  received,  and  continued 
giving  them  provisions  as  before.  They  showed, 
however,  some  little  distrust,  and  did  not  visit  me 
again  for  two  days.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  3d 
August,  forty-five  of  them  came  to  the  fort  to  re- 
ceive rations.  They  looked  cautiously  about  fhe 
fort,  and  finding  nothing  suspicious,  sat  themselves 
down  at  my  door  in  their  usual  fashion.  The  sol- 
diers loitered  about  the  garrison  with  an  attitude  of 
carelessness,  and  there  were  no  signs  save  the  most 
pacific.  Presently,  I discharged  a pistol,  as  if  by 
accident.  That  was  the  signal!  Ttie  gates  of  the 
fort  were  closed  as  if  by  magic,  and  the  Indians  in 
a moment  surrounded  by  the  troops.  The  Semi- 
noles made  a start  to  escape,  and  two  of  (heir  men 
broke  through  the  circle  of'  soldiers.  They  both 
dropped  dead  beneath  a heavy  discharge  of  musket- 
ry, which  cut  them  in  pieces.  The  remainder  of 
the  Indians  then  quietly  surrendered. 

“None  of  my  men  were  injured.  Two  of  fhe  In- 
dians were  killed,  as  I have  mentioned,  and  the 
others  were  unharmed.  The  steamboat  came  up 
two  days  after,  much  to  my  relief,  as  my  force  was 
so  very  small  that  had  I been  attacked  from  the  out- 
side, self-preservalion  would  have  compelled  me  to 
execute  the  men  prisoners.  The  arrival  of  the 
steamboat  spared  me  that  painful  duty. 

“On  the  5th  August  another  Indian,  with  his  wife 
and  child,  were  captured,  making  in  all  46  prison- 
ers, of  whom  there  are  14  men,  the  rest  women  and 
children.  My  men  behaved  well. 

“I  am  now,  with  these  prisoners,  on  my  way  to 
Fort  Moultrie,  Charleston  harbor,  where  I am  or- 
dered to  remain  until  further  orders,  with  a detach- 
ment of  troops  to  guard  the  Indians.” 

[Army  (y  Navy  Chron. 

One  of  the  greatest  impediments  to  a successful 
prosecution  of  this  disastrous  Florida  war,  and  the 
most  serious  obstacle  with  which  our  army  had  to 
contend,  was  the  want  of  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  topography  of  the  country.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion w hatever,  that  much  of  the  blood  and  treasure 
that  have  been  expended  would  have  been  saved, 
had  a reconnoisance  of  the  country  preceded  our 
military  operations.  We  are  likely,  however,  to  be 
better  prepared  in  future,  should  circumstances  re- 
quire another  campaign.  Besides  the  officers  of  the 
corps  of  topcfgraphicaT  engineers,  who  were  assigned 
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to  duty  in  Florida  and  have  been  actively  employ- 
ed, the  officers  of  the  line  of  the  army  have  not  been 
idle;  but  together  they  have  obtained  a pretty  tho- 
* rough  knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  whole 
territory. 

Capt.  Mackay  and  lieut.  J.  Edmund  Blake,  of 
the  corps  of  topographical  engineers,  have  construct- 
ed a map,  mostly  from  their  own  personal  recon- 
noisances,  and  partly  from  the  surveys  of  officers  on 
duty  in  the  field.  From  the  manner  in  which  the 
map  is  doited,  we  should  judge  that  no  portion  of 
the  territory  had  been  left  unexplored.  Every  ham- 
mock, swamp,  lake  and  river,  is  minutely  traced. — 
The  map  was  drawn  by  lieut.  Blake,  with  that  neat- 
ness and  taste  for  which  he  is  so  much  distinguish- 
ed, and  we  hope  it  will  soon  be  published. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  operations  of  our 
troops,  from  the  fact  that  upwards  of  seventy  forts 
have  been  established.  Part  of  these,  it  is  true,  are 
now  abandoned,  a portion  of  them  are  merely  stock- 
ades, and  others  again  have  scarcely  any  outward 
defences.  Not  only  have  those  officers  who  have 
fallen  victims  to  the  foe  or  the  climate,  been  remem- 
bered by  having  a fort  called  after  their  names,  but 
many  of  the  living  officers  who  distinguished  them- 
selves are  in  like  manner  complimented.  From  a 
hasty  glimpse  of  the  map,  we  gathered  the  follow- 
ing names  of  forts:  Andrews.  Atkinson,  Armstrong, 
T.  B.  Adams,  Brooke,  Butler,  Basinger,  Clinch, 
Crane,  Clarke,  Cross,  Cooper,  Christmas,  Crabbe, 
Cummings,  Center,  Dade,  Drane,  Downing,  Dallas, 
Dulany,  Davenport,  Deynaud,  Fanning,  Fosier, 
Fraser,  Fowle,  Gates,  Gardiner,  Gatlin,  Heileman, 
Harlee,  Hanson,  Hook,  Izard,  Jupiter,  Jennings, 
Jackson,  Roger  Jonps,  Keais,  King,  Kingsbury, 
Lawson,  (2)  Lauderdale,  Lloyd,  Lane,  Mellon, 
Maitland,  Micanopy,  McNiel,  McClure,  Macomb, 
(2,)  Pleasant,  Poinsett,  Pierce,  Peyton,  Russell, 
Stansbury,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Van  Swearingen, 
White,  Wheelock,  Walker,  Ward,  Wacassassa. 

Besides  these,  there  are  twenty  or  more  forts  laid 
out  under  the  plan  of  general  Taylor,  of  dividing 
the  territory  into  squares,  and  named  numerically. 

There  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Okeefeenokee 
swamp  near  the  southern  boundary  line  of  Georgia, 
fourteen  military  posts,  viz:  Forts  Barnum,  Dear- 
born, Floyd,  Gilmer,  Lamolte,  McLane,  Muse,  A. 
S.  Miller,  Mudge,  Moniac,  Norton,  Tattnall,  Tomp- 
kins, Walker.  [ Army  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Register  it  was 
stated  that  the  governor  of  Florida  had  appoint- 
ed a deputation  of  several  of  the  most  promi- 
nent citizens  of  the  territory,  to  proceed  north  and 
confer  with  the  national  executive  on  the  subject 
of  prosecuting  the  war  against  the  Indians,  who,  it 
appears,  pay  no  regard  to  the  treaty  of  general  Ma- 
comb. The  editor  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  af- 
ter stating  that  he  had  had  a long  conversation  with 
general  Brown,  of  Tallahassee,  one  of  the  deputa- 
tion, adds — 

“We  are  now  satisfied  that  the  Indians  are  in 
greater  force,  supplied  with  better  means,  and 
more  determined  on  hostilities,  than  is  generally 
supposed.  It  will  become  necessary  to  strike  at 
them  again,  and  drive  them  off.  The  only  question 
is,  what  is  the  best  species  of  force  for  this  pur- 
pose? It  seems  to  be  the  impression  in  Florida, 
that  another  species  of  force  is  necessary  besides 
the  regular  troops  or  volunteer  militia,  who  have 
not  been  acquainted  with  the  modes  of  Indian  war- 
fare. Either  United  States  mounted  volunteers, 
from  parts  of  the  country  which  are  familiar  with 
the  habits  and  mode  of  fighting  of  the  Indian — and 
who  can  operate  without  being  controlled  by  the 
United  States  officers,  and  who  can  with  proper 
guides  dash  into  the  woods  and  hammocks,  &c — 
or,  enterprising  persons,  who  will  be  allowed  to  set- 
tle on  portions  of  the  public  lands,  upon  condition 
of  fighting  the  Indians  and  protecting  the  country, 
&c. — or,  both  these,  and  similar  species  of  force 
combined,  are  considered  the  best  troops  for  the 
purpose.  At  all  events,  Florida  requires  arms,  am- 
munition and  provisions  for  her  own  volunteers  for 
the  present.  A small  and  bold  band  of  about  40 
men  have  consented  to  act,  under  a leader,  to  hover 
over  the  hiding  places,  and  dash  among  the  enemy. 

They  are  to  be  allowed  so  much  for  the  scalp  of 
each  Indian  warrior,  or  a prisoner,  and  the  money 
has  been  raised  by  private  subscription  among  the 
people.  This  band  is  about  proceeding  to  opera- 
tions. We  understand  the  commissioners  will  pro- 
ceed to  New  York,  to  confer  immediately  with  the 
secretary  of  war.” 

The  Sioux  and  Chippewa  Indians.  The  St. 
Louis  Bulletin,  of  the  29th,  publishes  an  extract  of 
a letter  from  a gentleman  in  the  Indian  department 
at  St.  Peters’,  to  a friend  in  that  city,  which  says: 
•‘The  Sioux  and  Chippewas  have  had  two  distinct 
engagements  on  the  3d  instant,  at  the  Lake  St. 
Croix  and  Rum  river,  some  forty  miles  from  this 


place,  in  which  35  Sioux  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  between  140  and  150  of  the  Chippewas  killed. 

On  the  29th  and  30th  of  June,  they  mutually 
pledged  themselves  at  the  agency  to  remain  at 
peace  for  one  year  at  least;  but  the  murder  of  one 
of  the  Sioux  near  the  agency,  an  excellent  man, 
by  the  Pillager  band  of  Chippewas,  was  the  cause 
of  the  unfortunate  affray.”  In  relation  to  the  ex- 
aggerated reports  which  were  likely  to  be  circula- 
ted, he  has  the  following.  “We  are  now  as  calm 
after  this  unexpected  storm  as  ever.  Some  busy 
body  may,  however,  make  a tale  of  this  transaction, 
but  the  agents  know  what  is  what  in  such  mat- 
ters.” 

In  relation  to  the  above  battles,  the  Globe,  of  a 
late  date,  contained  the  following: 

In  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Tuesday  last, 
there  was  published  an  article  from  the  St.  Louis 
Republican,  containing  an  extract  from  a letter 
written  on  the  10th  of  July  last,  at  Fort  Snelling, 
giving  an  account  of  two  conflicts  on  the  St.  Croix, 
and  above  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony,  between  the 
Sioux  and  Chippewas,  in  which  a number  of  the 
latter  were  killed.  A letter  of  the  same  date, 
written  at  St.  Peters’  by  the  Indian  agent,  has  been 
received  at  the  office  of  Indian  affairs,  which  does 
not  mention  the  above  engagements.  It  is  infer- 
red, therefore,  that  there  must  be  some  mistake 
about  the  matter,  as  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of 
the  agent  to  communicate  the  unfortunate  occur- 
rences referred  to,  especially  as  he  has  charge  of 
the  interests  of  the  Sioux.  There  was  such  a re- 
port no  doubt,  but  the  hope  is  entertained  that  it 
was  groundless. 

Sailing  or  emigrants.  From  the  Norfolk  He- 
rald of  the  9/A  inst.  The  Liberia  packet  ship  Sa- 
luda, capt.  Walters,  sailed,  from  this  port  on  Tues- 
day last,  bound  for  Monrovia,  having  on  board  a 
cargo  of  merchandise  and  provisions,  for  the  colony, 
and  about  40  emigrants,  30  of  them  liberated  slaves, 
having  their  passages  paid,  and  clothing,  agricultu- 
ral implements,  &c.  and  twelve  months  provision 
furnished  at  the  expense  of  their  former  owners. 
Also,  seven  young  men,  captured  Africans  smug- 
gled into  Florida  by  a Spanish  slaver,  and  seized  and 
sent  on  here  by  the  U.  S.  marshal,  to  be  returned 
back  to  their  native  land  at  the  expense  of  govern- 
ment. 

Among  the  cabin  passengers  are  the  rev’d.  Jno. 
F.  Pinney,  the  rev’d.  O.  K.  Camfield  and  J.  P. 
Alward,  missionaries,  who  go  out  under  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  general  assembly’s  board  of  mis- 
sions. 

Also,  Mrs.  Seyes,  with  her  two  fine  healthy’  chil- 
dren, born  in  Africa,  returning  from  a visit  to  her 
Iriends  in  the  United  States,  to  join  her  husband,  the 
rev’d.  Mr.  Seyes,  missionary  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal board  in  Liberia.  This  is  the  first  instance 
we  recollect  of  such  an  increase  of  a white  family  in 
our  African  settlement. 

And  six  other  citizens  of  Liberia,  four  of  them  re- 
spectable merchat.ts — one  of  them  Colin  Teague 
formerly  of  Richmond,  who  emigrated  with  his  fa- 
mily about  19  years  ago,  in  company  with  Lott 
Cary,  in  the  brig  Nautilus  from  this  port;  he  in- 
form us  that  ail  his  family  are  alive  and  in  the  en- 
joyment of  good  health,  and  very  comfortably  set- 
tled and  perfectly  pleased  with  the  land  of  their  adop- 
tion. 

Also,  Joseph  Roberts  and  wife:  he  is  the  son  of 
Amelia  Roberts,  formerly  of  Petersburg,  who  emi- 
grated also,  from  this  port  eleven  years  ago,  with 
her  family  then  19  in  number — 18  of  them  are  now 
alive  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  prosperity. 
The  others  all  speak  well  of  the  state  of  their  lands 
and  of  the  prospects  before  them. 

The  Saluda  being  a regular  packet,  will  return  to 
Ihis  port  in  December  next,  for  another  company  of 
emigrants. 

Emigration.  The  New  York  American  esti- 
mates the  passengers  that  have  arrived  in  this  coun- 
try within  the  last  twenty  years  at  1,000,000.  The 
Journal  of  Commerce  has  compiled  the  following 
statement  of  arrivals  at  that  port  for  each  of  the  last 


twenty  years: 


Years. 

Passengers. 

Years. 

Passengers. 

1819 

9,442 

1829 

16:064 

1820 

4,430 

1830 

30,224 

1821 

4,452 

1831 

31,739 

1822 

4,811 

1832 

48,589 

1823 

4,999 

1833 

41,752 

1824 

5,452 

1834 

48,110 

1825 

8,779 

1835 

35,303 

1826 

9,764 

1836 

60,441 

1827 

22,000 

1837 

54,975 

1828 

19,023 

1838 

25,681 

First  10  years  93,152 

2d  10  years  392,878 

In  20  years  486,030  passengers. 


Naval.  The  following  vessels  of  war  are  fitting 
out  at  the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk:  frigate  Brandywine, 
com.  Bolton,  destined  for  the  Mediterranean;  sloop 
of  war  Yorklown,  recently  launched,  and  the  schoo- 
ner Grampus,  lieut.  com.  Paine,  for  the  West  In- 
dies. The  frigate  Potomac  is  in  the  dry  dock  un- 
dergoing repairs. 

The  Pensacola  Gazette  of  the  3d  inst.  mentions 
the  arrival  there  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Levar.t,  from  a 
cruise  to  windward — all  well. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia  also  arrived  there  on  the 
3d,  from  a cruise  of  more  than  fifty  days  along  the 
coasts  of  Texas  and  Louisiana,  without  going  into 
a single  port,  the  object  of  the  cruise  being  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade.  Captain  Levy,  finding 
the  soundings  on  these  coasts  inaccurately  laid 
down,  for  his  own  satisfaction  has  ascertained,  by  a 
careful  examination,  a true  line  of  soundings,  which 
will  be  of  immense  benefit  to  vessels  trading  as  far 
down  as  Galveston. 

The  U.  S.  vessels  at  Pensacola,  are  the  frigate 
Macedonian,  and  ships  Ontario,  Levant,  Vandalia, 
Erie  and  Warren. 

U.  S.  ship  Independence,  com.  Nicholson,  sailed 
from  Montevideo  June  12th. 

The  sloop  of  war  Preble,  which  w:as  launched  at 
Porthmouth,  (N.  H.)  a short  time  since,  will  be 
ready  for  the  reception  of  her  crew  in  the  course  of 
a couple  of  weeks. 

Admiral  Baudin  and  Commodore  Shubrick.  A cor- 
respondent of  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  says, 
that  no  correct  account  of  the  affair  between  these 
two  officers  has  yet  been  published.  The  Chroni- 
cle says  that  copies  of  the  whole  correspondence 
between  them  has  been  forwarded  to  the  depart- 
ment at  Washington. 

The  N.  E.  Boundary.  The  Bangor  Courier 
says,  that  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh  and  col.  Mudge, 
British  commissioners,  have  passed  through  that 
city  on  their  way  to  the  disputed  territory,  with  a 
large  quantity  of  surveying,  astronomical  and  other 
instruments,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  topo- 
graphical and  other  information  respecting  the 
boundary  line. 

Funeral  of  the  rev.  J.  B.  Seixas.  The  fu- 
neral of  the  rev.  J.  B.  Seixas,  Rabbi-reader  to  the 
Portuguese  synagogue  Shearish  Israel — Remnant 
of  Israel — in  Crosby  street,  where  he  officiated  for 
upwards  of  eleven  years,  took  place  yesterday  with 
more  than  usual  pomp  and  display.  At  5 o’clock 
the  attendants  of  the  funeral  met  at  the  church  in 
Crosby  street.  There  could  not  have  been  less  than 
five  hundred  persons  present,  consisting  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  influential  among  the  Jewish  people.-— 
From  thence  the  company  proceeded  to  the  burial 
ground  on  21st  street.  There,  after  the  seven  holy 
steps  had  been  taken  around  the  coffin,  which  cere- 
mony was  performed  by  the  several  readers  of  the 
different  synagogues  of  New  York,  a discourse  was 
delivered  by  the  rev.  Isaac  Leeser,  of  Philadelphia, 
who  had  journeyed  to  our  city  expressly  to  take 
part  in  the  ceremonies  ofthe  interment. 

The  progression  and  chant  being  finished,  Mr. 
Lesser  commented  on  the  virtues  of  the  deceased, 
and  then  proceeded  to  point  out  the  duties  incum- 
bent on  the  Israelites  to  fulfil,  in  order  to  render 
themselves  acceptable  to  God  and  man.  One  part 
of  his  discourse  we  cannot  refrain  from  giving,  as  it 
tends  to  dispel  a very  common  prejudice  that  the 
Jews  are  not  believers  in  a future  state  of  being  and 
felicity.  “It  is  incumbent  on  us,”  said  the  preach- 
er, “so  to  comport  ourselves  in  this  world,  by  doing 
all  that  we  can,  to  aid  in  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  our  fellow  beings,  that  our  conduct  will  be  an 
emblem  of  gratitude  to  the  Great  Creator  for  the 
manifold  blessings  bestowed  on  us.  Moreover,  when 
we  pass  from  this  earthly  tie,  let  us  hope  that  we 
shall  be  spiritually  refined,  and  restore  unpolluted 
our  souls  to  the  source  of  light  and  being  thereafter 
to  enjoy  permanent  bliss  and  contentment.” 

The  coflin  was  then  lowered  into  the  grave,  and 
the  nearest  relative,  a son  of  the  deceased,  approach- 
ed and  cast  a shovel  full  of  earth  upon  the  corpse.— 
A son  of  Mr.  Sexias  had  to  perform  this  sad  office, 
and  it  so  overcome  him  that  he  tainted.  The  near- 
est relatives  in  turn  then  approached,  and  each 
threw  a portion  of  earth  into  the  grave,  until  it  was 
entirely  filled  up.  The  company  then  separated. 

There  is  something  peculiarly  touching  in  this 
last  ceremony.  The  giving  back  to  earth  that  which 
is  of  earth;— the  animate  clay  casting  the  clod  upon 
its  source  of  life  and  being,  now  reduced  to  nothing- 
ness,— the  consciousness  that  one  day  the  same  fate 
will  attend  every  looker  on,— impresses  w ith  awe 
and  reflection  the  most  careless  observer.  We  have 
witnessed  many  different  modes  of  sepulture,  but 
certainly  none  more  solemn  than  the  one  now  relat- 
ed. [ New  York  Express. 
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Mr  Senator  Davis.  The  Claremont  (N.  H.) 
Eagle,  speaks  of  senator  Davis,  as  a suitable  candi- 
date for  the  vice  presidency.  No  one  would  be 
more  acceptable  to  the  whigs  of  Massachusetts. 
He  is  a man  whom  they  delight  to  honor. 

We  copy  the  above  paragraph  from  the  Lenox 
Eagle,  the  Claremont  paper  referred  to  having  failed 
to  reach  us.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  we  have 
heard  the  name  of  John  Davis,  of  Massachusetts, 
spoken  of  as  a candidate  for  the  vice  presidency. 
Mr.  Davis  is  one  of  the  ablest,  the  purest,  and  the 
best  men  in  the  country.  He  is  the  very  personifi- 
cation of  unbending  integrity,  unsullied  honesty, 
and  sterling  patriotism.  He  is  admirably  fitted  for 
any  station,  however  exalted,  to  which  the  popular 
voice  may  call  him.  [Boston  Atlas. 

The  steam  ships.  The  ship  Europe,  at  New 
York  from  Liverpool,  reports  that  on  Friday,  at  9, 
A.  M.  Sandy  Hook  distant  150  miles,  she  exchang- 
ed signals  with  the  Great  Western;  at  10,  saw  the 
British  Queen  20  miles  astern.  The  Roscoe,  also 
arrived  at  New  York  from  Liverpool,  saw  at  1,  P. 
M.  on  the  same  day,  lat.  *10  16,  the  Great  Western, 
198  miles  from  the  Hook,  and  at  2,  P.  M.  saw  the 
British  Queen,  193  miles  from  the  Hook,  the  Great 
Western  13  miles  ahead  and  about  15  miles  farther 
south. 

Property  in  Cincinnati.  Thirty  years  ago, 
Ethan  Stone  purchased  three  lots  of  ground  in 
Cincinnati,  for  which  he  paid  sixty  dollars  each. 
He  afterward  sold  the  lots  and  moved  into  the 
country.  Within  a few  weeks  past  he  returned  to 
the  city  to  reside,  and  for  one-fifth  of  one  of  the 
three  lots  before  mentioned,  he  was  obliged  to  give 
nine  thousand  dollars. 

The  foregoing  short  paragraph  is  from  the  Mid- 
dletown Mail.  It  is  thought  to  furnish  a conve- 
nient peg  upon  which  to  hang  a short  story  of  the 
ups  and  downs  of  life,  in  this,  our  good  city  of  Cin- 
cinnati. 

Ethan  Slone  settled  himself  in  Cincinnati  about 
the  year  1800,  in  the  practice  of  the  law,  and  soon 
made  pretty  extensive  purchases  of  lands  and  lots. 
He  was  in  due  season  numbered  w'ith  the  well  to 
live,  and  upon  the  three  lots  named  above,  erected 
the  buildings  now  occupied  by  Geo.  W.  Jones,  and 
planted  the  fruit  trees  and  shrubbery  that  surround 
it.  In  addition  he  cultivated  a portion  of  the 
grounds  as  a garden,  in  which  choice  fruits  and 
flowers  had  their  departments.  In  the  accompair.- 
ments  the  best  table  vegetables.  Mr.  Stone  ad- 
vanced to  be  squire  Stone,  was  president  of  the 
bank  of  Cincinnati,  and  marked  down  as  a Cincin- 
natian millionaire.  But  then  came  Ihe  reverses  of 
1818 — and  1820  extended.  And  Mr.  Stone  had 
been  liberal  in  his  endorsements  for  friends,  and  in 
assuming  responsibilities  to  sustain  the  bank  of 
which  he  was  president,  and  the  crash  broke  upon 
him.  His  mansion  and  his  garden,  his  shrubbery 
and  his  fruit  grounds  were  surrendered  to  the  mon- 
ster, and  Mr.  Stone  from  almost  a paradise  and  pa- 
lace, removed  to  a shanty  of  rough  planks,  planted 
on  the  hill  side  at  the  commencement  of  the  nar- 
rows, below  Mill  creek.  Belore  winter  he  com- 
pleted a small  brick  building,  into  which  he  re- 
moved, and  occupied  it  as  did  the  cobler  his  stall; 

“It  served  him  for  kitchen,  for  parlor  and  hall.’’ 

In  1836  the  monster  came  back  to  Cincinnati, 
and  property  again  began  to  fetch  a price.  Mr. 
Stone  still  retained  some  refuse  remnants  which 
gradual  changes  converted  into  a little  hoard  of 
wealth.  And  in  progress  of  time,  he  erected  a 
comfortable  mansion,  in  addition  to  his  beginning, 
and  surrounded  himself  with  garden  and  shrubbery, 
and  orchard,  and  all  the  permanent  curtilages  of  an 
established  home.  Confiding  that  this  home  was  lo- 
cated where  it  might  remain  undisburbed,  he  had 
set  himself,  at  seventy  years  of  age,  to  rest  in  peace 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  When  here  came  a navi- 
gable canal  marching  up  the  Ohio  river,  and  sweep- 
in  ils  course,  the  garden  and  the  shrubbery,  and  the 
orchard,  and  cutting  away  the  mansion  to  its  first 
constructed  apartment.  And  Mr.  Stone  is  again 
turned  out  of  doors,  and  compelled  to  find  a new 
home.  When  he  returns  to  purchase  in  the  city, 
he  finds  himself  required  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  a property  purchased  thirty- 
five  years  ago  at  sixty  dollars.  Thus  i3  every  thing 
around  us  effected  by  the  ten  thousand  conjoint 
operations  of  trade  which  build  up  cities  and  con- 
duct channels  of  communication  with  them,  pro- 
ducing results  that  would  seem  to  leave  the  lamp 
of  Aladdin  no  longer  an  extravagant  fable. 

[ Cincinnati  Gazelle. 

Sale  extraordinary.  “The  sad  remains  of 
beauty  once  admired” — the  dresses,  ornaments, 
gewgaws  and  trinkets — which  were  once  wont  to  I 


beautify  the  person  of  the  well  known  tragedian 
Thomas  Cooper,  esq.  were  all  sold  at  auction,  by 
Jesse  Cady,  on  Monday  last,  he  and  his  daughter 
having  abandoned  the  stage  and  entered  upon  the 
field  of  morns  multicaulus  culture. 

It  may  in  many  awaken  some  reminiscences  ofby- 
gone  times,  and  toothers  prove  not  uninteresting,  if 
we  give  the  prices  at  which  some  of  the  veteran’s 
“regimentals”  were  disposed  of. 

The  whole  stock  was  divided  into  194  lots,  some 
of  which  contained  several,  and  others  but  a single 
article. 

Lot  No.  14,  a buff  kersey  shirt  and  steel 
strap.  Breastplate,  white  under  shirt,  full 
dress  for  Virginius,  $7  75 

No.  34  was  a crimson  satin  Spanish  shape, 
richly  trimmed  with  spangles  and  studs 
slashed  with  blue  silk  and  satin  15  00 

Further  on  the  catalogue  was  a costly  and 
magnificent  regal  shirt,  splendidly  trimmed 
with  silver  and  spangles,  35  00 

A green  cloth  regal  shirt,  with  white  kersey 
under  shirt,  full  sleeves,  richly  spangled 
and  trimmed  with  steel  studs,  spangles  and 
leather,  45  00 

A splendid  black  silk  velvet  Hamlet’s  dress 
jacket,  fly  trunks  and  mantle,  most  magnifi- 
cently bugled,  75  00 

A splendid  white  cloth  Greek  dress,  rich  trim- 
med with  spangles  and  studs,  crimson  shirt 
and  white  do.  trimmed,  35  00 

A buff  kersey  and  purple  velvet  Roman  dress, 
elegantly  spangled  and  trimmed  with  lions 
heads,  35  00 

A splendid  coat,  trimmed  with  silver,  a pair 
of  breeches,  and  a (oilstone  spangled  vest  for 
sir  Peter  Teazle,  , 17  00 

Lot  No.  100  was  asplendid  suit  of  chain  and 
stud  armour  complete,  shoes,  gauntlets,  leg 
and  knee  pieces,  all  complete.  46  00 

A complete  sir  John  Falstaff’s  dress,  with 
stuffing  and  breastplate,  hat,  feathers,  &c.  25  00 

A regal  robe  of  crimson  velvet,  richly  trim’d 
with  gold  and  silver  leather  studs  and  spang- 
led, 15  00 

Many  of  the  articles  of  stage  jewelry,  trinkets, 
&c.  were  purchased  not  by  professional  people,  but 
by  citizens  generally,  as  a memento  of  their  former 
wearer. 

A handsome  Greek  sword,  of  a very  antique  pat- 
tern, said  to  have  been  made  for  Talma,  richly 
mounted  with  silver,  and  cost  when  new  $80,  was 
knocked  down  to  Edwin  Forest  at  fifteen  dollars. 

A genuine  Indian  Tomahawk  was  also  purchased 
by  Mr.  Forest. 

The  jewelry  and  ornaments  generally  brought  a 
very  high  price. 

The  dresses  were  mostly  made  by  Mr.  Palmer, 
the  celebrated  costumer  of  Drury  Lane  theatre, 
London.  Many  of  them,  however,  were  made  by 
Mr.  John  G.  Taylor,  of  this  city. 

[IV.  Y.  Courier. 

The  mascal  plant.  If  the  description  below 
be  not  very  much  exaggerated,  our  gardeners  should 
lose  no  time  in  producing  the  mascal  plant. 

This  extraordinary  vegetable  production,  (a  de- 
scription of  which  has  never  been  published),  is 
only  to  be  found  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  its  tribu- 
tary streams,  N.  W.  of  the  Mexican  republic.  It 
grows  spontaneously  on  the  most  barren  and  ste- 
rile mountains  in  that  country,  and  is  as  much  es- 
teemed as  an  article  of  food  by  the  Mexican  Indi- 
ans, as  is  the  buffalo  and  the  deer,  by  their  more 
northern  neighbors.  The  mascal  grows  in  the 
shape  of  a cabbage  head,  and  may  be  found  as 
large  in  size  as  a half  barrel;  it  is  thickly  covered 
with  sharp  prickly  protuberances  to  the  length  of 
from  twelve  to  eighteen  inches,  the  root  is  very 
small,  the  head  has  also  a thick  covering  of  leaves, 
much  resembling  in  shape  those  of  the  plantain 
tree,  which  are  very  juicy,  and  when  prepared  for 
eating  in  the  same  manner  as  the  head,  afford 
a sweet  and  nutritious  beverage,  answering  every 
purpose  to  allay  thirst. 

The  process  used  for  cooking  this  plant  is  very 
singular,  yet  if  digressed  from  in  a single  instance 
the  mascal  is  spoiled  and  rendered  unfit  for  use:  it 
consists  of  digging  a hole  or  pit  in  the  ground  to 
the  depth  of  four  or  five  feet,  which  must  be  covered 
with  a layer  of  heated  rocks  on  w hich  the  mascal 
is  to  be  placed  with  the  root  downward,  a thick 
coat  of  leaves  and  bushes  must  be  thrown  over  the 
mouth  of  the  pit,  over  all  of  which  is  to  be  laid  a 
thin  coat  of  dirt  just  sufficient  to  prevent  the  heat  or 
steam  from  escaping.  In  this  situation  must  the  mas- 
cal remain  (according  to  Indian  computation)  for 
three  days  and  three  nights,  when  it  may  be  taken 
out  and  will  be  found  perfectly  cooked,  and  most  de- 
licious. In  flavor  it  resembles  a ripe  mellow  peach, 
each  succeeding  day  adding  to  its  good  qualities;  it 


increases  in  excellence  by  age.  On  this  plant  alone 
do  the  Indians  subsist  for  months,  being  perfect- 
ly satisfied  with  their  food,  and  esteeming  it  above 
all  other.  About  half  a pound  of  mascal  is  by  them 
deemed  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  hunger 
for  a day,  and  is  always  carried  with  them  on  their 
hunting  and  other  excursions — as  I before  observed 
the  leaves  of  this  flavored  plant  contain  a rich  and 
beautiful  beverage,  although  forming  a most  extra- 
ordinary combination  of  food  and  drink,  thus  afford- 
ing another  illustration  of  the  beneficence  of  a kind 
Providence  in  securing  even  to  the  wild  and  untu- 
tored savage  a luxury  which  their  more  favored  and 
civilized  brethren  might  well  envy. 

I have  seen  the  mascal  so  thick  in  some  places  as 
to  form  an  almost  impenetrable  front  of  thorns,  as  for- 
midable in  appearance  as  would  be  the  same  num- 
ber of  glittering  spears  covering  the  whole  expanse 
of  the  country  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see,  in  tra- 
velling through  which  the  incautious  or  unwary 
will  be  reminded  by  a gentle  stab,  of  the  necessity 
there  is  to  have  a care. 

I may  also  mention  that  many  of  the  peasantry 
of  the  states  of  Lonora  and  Chihuahua,  bordering 
on  this  country,  also  cultivate  the  mascal  in  their 
fields  and  gardens,  and  I have  been  informed  distil 
it  into  liquor,  which  is  said  to  be  excellent  and  not 
inferior  to  the  best  Jamaica  rum. 

[St.  Louis  Argus. 


LATER  FROM  ENGLAND. 

An  arrival  at  Boston  brigs  latter,  and  not  less 
gloomy,  news  from  England. 

The  cotton  market  is  said  by  the  Boston  papers 
to  be  lower,  but  it  must  be  observed  that  the  fall  of 
Id.  noticed  in  the  Liverpool  report  is  the  fall  of  the 
whole  week,  and  that  there  was  a slight  revival  in 
consequence  of  a withdrawal  of  a large  quantity  of 
the  staple.  So  that  the  news  does  not  materially 
differ  from  that  brought  by  the  British  Queen. 

From  the  Boston  Courier. 

Three  days  later  from  Liverpool.  The  fast  sailing 
ship  Oneco,  capt.  Drew,  arrived  below  on  Saturday 
morning,  in  twenty-seven  days  from  Liverpool, 
whence  she  sailed  on  the  13th  ult.  We  are  indebt- 
ed to  the  politeness  of  capt.  Drew  for  Liverpool  pa- 
pers to  his  day  of  sailing,  and  a London  journal  of 
the  10th — the  latter,  however,  is  no  later  than  the 
London  papers  received  by  the  British  Queen. 

We  find  no  local  or  political  news  of  any  mo- 
ment. The  commercial  intelligence,  it  will  be  seen, 
is  no  better  than  that  received  by  the  British  Queen. 
Cotton  had  sustained  another  fall  in  price,  as  will  be 
seen  on  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Liverpool 
market. 

Letters  from  Rome  state  that  a large  promotion  of 
cardinals  was  to  take  place  on  the  8th  of  July. 

Mr.  Samuel  Spring,  well  known  in  the  theatrical 
circles,  died  on  Sunday  last. 

A public  dinner  will  be  given  to  Mr.  Macready, 
on  the  20th  instant,  “in  testimony  of  the  sense  en- 
tertained of  the  zeal,  taste,  genius,  and  liberality  he 
has  devoted  to  the  drama  of  his  country,  eminently 
shown  in  his  revival  of  Shakspear’s  plays.”  The 
duke  of  Somerset  takes  the  chair.” 

At  the  excise  court,  Samuel  Ellis,  of  the  king’s 
arms,  Roupel  street,  Lambeth,  w as  fined  £300  for 
adulterating  his  beer,  and  for  attempting  to  bribe  the 
officers  who  detected  him.  The  penalty  for  the 
adulteration  was  £ 100,  and  the  further  fine  of  £200 
was  imposed  for  the  attempt  to  bribe. 

The  seaman  of  her  majesty’s  steamer  Medea,  who 
had  his  leg  shot  off  a short  lime  since  in  the  acci- 
dental encounter  of  that  vessel  with  a French  cor- 
vette on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  has  been  awarded  a 
pension  of  £55  per  annum  by  the  French  govern- 
ment. 

There  is  no  foundation  for  the  report  of  the  death 
of  the  bishop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  has  purchased 
for  the  national  gallery  a painting  of  Velasquez.  It 
was  exhibited  last  year  at  the  British  institution,  and 
represents  the  arena  of  a bull  fight.  It  was  bought 
from  lord  Cowley,  and  £4,000  is  the  sum  paid  for 
it.  The  picture  is  of  the  highest  class,  and  worthy 
the  collection  to  which  it  is  to  be  added. 

Letters  from  Bagdad  announce  an  overflow  of  the 
Tigris  which  had  laid  the  whole  city  nearly  under 
water.  It  was  stated  that  already  more  than  1,000 
houses  had  been  destroyed,  and  that  the  whole  po- 
pulation, without  reference  to  age,  rank  or  sex, 
were  employed  in  attempting  to  check  the  ravages 
of  this  inundation. 

The  duke  of  Sutherland  has  been  appointed  lord 
lieutenant  of  Salop,  in  the  room  of  lord  Powis,  de- 
ceased. His  grace  is  one  of  the  largest  landed  pro- 
prietors in  the  county. 

The  authorities  had  withdrawn  the  military  and 
police  from  the  streets  of  Birmingham,  and  the  town 
was  comparatively  quiet. 
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The  crops  are  represented  to  be  extremely  good, 
and  never  looked  better  or  gave  greater  promise  of 
a plentiful  supply. 

Two  females  were  instantly  killed  on  the  Bir- 
mingham railway,  (Mrs.  Yates  and  Mrs.  Saunders). 
Their  attention  was  diverted  another  way,  to  a train 
that  was  approaching  them,  and  were  not  sensible  of 
the  one  approaching  them  in  an  opposite  direction. 

Thfr  Paris  papers  are  principally  occupied  in  en- 
deavors to  induce  the  government  to  forego  the  exe- 
cution of  any  of  the  insurgents  of  the  12th  of  May, 
who  may  be  capitally  condemned  by  the  court  of 
peers. 

The  termination  of  the  trial  of  the  Paris  prison- 
ers by  the  court  of  peers,  is  the  only  intelligence  of 
any  interest  in  the  Paris  journals.  The  president 
announced  that  on  Wednesday  their  lordships  would 
meet  so  as  to  pronounce  sentence,  so  that  the  fate  of 
the  accused  was  not  known. 

The  duke  de  Fezenzack  quitted  Madrid  on  the 
1st  July,  after  having  asked  for  and  obtained  the 
grand  cordon  of  Charles  III. 

Madrid  journals  of  the  3d  July  mention  the  re- 
pulse, on  the  28th  June,  of  a band  of  200  Carlists. 

Bayonne  letters  of  July  7th  state  that  Don  Car- 
los was  still  at  Onate  on  the  4th.  Nothing  new  had 
occurred  at  Lidio  or  Avbiniega. 

Letters  from  Constantinople  of  the  19th  ult.  re- 

ftresent  the  recovery  of  the  sultan  as  almost  hope- 
ess.  The  heir  to  the  Ottoman  throne  is  a young 
man  about  18  years  of  age,  brought  up  in  that  se- 
clusion so  common  to  princes  of  the  Osmanlis  dy- 
nasty, of  whose  notions  of  government  nothing  can 
be  known  before  his  assumption  of  the  imperial  and 
pontificial  authority — hence  the  indisposition  of 
Mahmoud  is  an  affair  of  more  than  ordinary  inte- 
rest. But  the  sultan’s  illness  has  not  in  the  least 
cooled  his  ardor  for  war.  On  the  contrary,  he  has 
expressed  himself  indifferent  to  the  protraction  of 
his  life  after  seeing  Mehemet  Ali  and  his  son  in 
chains  before  him.  The  recovery  of  Egypt  and 
Syria  would  reconcile  him  to  the  loss  of  Greece. 

Since  the  last  advices  from  Constantinople,  the  sul- 
tan has  diffused  great  joy  among  the  inhabitants, 
by  the  promulgation  of  a firman  abolishing  the  go- 
vernment monopoly  bread,  and  the  house  tax  impos- 
ed for  defraying  the  expenses  of  quarantine  estab- 
lishments. His  highness  has  moreover  commanded 
that  to  all  persons  who  have  paid  the  house  tax,  the 
sums  paid  by  them  shall  be  returned  on  application 
to  the  imperial  treasury. 

In  Switzerland,  the  Swiss  diet,  in  its  sitting  of  the 
4th  instant,  adopted  the  resolution  of  nominating  a 
general  commission  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
dispute  between  the  high  and  low  Valais.  The  pro- 
position of  dividing  the  Canton  into  two  states  was 
almost,  universally  repulsed  by  the  deputies. 

Liverpool,  July  12.  Colton.  The  market  open- 
ed with  the  same  limited  and  inanimate  demand  as 
marked  the  close  of  last  week,  and  on  each  day  pri- 
ces gradually  gave  way  in  favor  of  the  buyers,  until 
yesterday,  when  a complete  panic  seized  the  majo- 
rity of  the  holders  of  American  cotton,  and  the  most 
irregular  sales  were  made,  but  generally  at  Id.  per 
lb.  below  the  closing  prices  of  Friday  last.  At  this 
great  decline  the  trade  bought  freely,  and  showed 
an  equal  disposition  this  morning  to  go  on  with  their 
purchases,  but  have  been  in  a great  measure  stopped 
by  the  holders  suddenly  withdrawing  a great  pro- 
portion of  the  cotton  that  had  previously  been  pres- 
sing, and  demanding  generally  l-8d.to  l-4d.  perlb. 
advance  in  price.  A more  limited  business  has  in 
consequence  been  transacted,  but  as  the  advance 
has  been  obtained,  the  market  has  assumed  a more 
decided  appearance,  and  something  approaching  to 
a correct  quotation  can  be  given.  The  ordinary 
qualities  of  Uplands  and  Orleans  are  now  3-4d.  and 
the  fair  and  good  l-2d.  to  3-4d.  per  lb.  below  the 
currency  of  this  day  week.  In  Brazils  and  Surats, 
the  variations  have  not  been  so  great,  and  the  decline 
does  not  exceed  l-8d.  to  l-4d.  per  lb.  In  Egyptian 
cotton  there  is  no  change  to  notice.  The  imports 
of  the  week  are  30,882  bags;  and  the  sales  for  the 
same  period,  including  1,500  American  taken  on 
speculation,  and  2,260  American,  50  Surat  and  360 
Bengal  for  export,  amount  to  21,480  bags,  of  which, 
100  Sea  island,  20  a 30  1-2;  4,390  Uplan  1,6  a 8; 
3,190  Alabama  and  Mobile,  5Ja8;8,880N.  Orleans, 
5 3-4  a 9.  Imports  up  to  this  date,  1839,  716,712 
bags;  same  time,  1838,  982,786  bags. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  A TORNADO. 

The  New  Haven  Register  gives  the  following 
particular  account  of  a remarkable  storm  which 
visited  that  place  on  Wednesday  the  31st  ult.  The 
tornado  began  at  half  past  eleven  in  the  morning, 
and  was  preceded  by  heavy  rain,  with  constant 
thunder  and  lightning.  Its  course  was  from  the 
southwest  to  the  northeast,  extending  over  a width 
of  from  twenty  to  thirty  rods.  Its  first  ravages 


were  observed  in  the  western  part  of  the  town  on 
the  Derby  turnpike,  and  in  its  progress  it  unroof- 
ed two  or  three  dwelling  houses,  destroyed  several 
barns  and  out  buildings,  twisted  up  by  the  roots 
several  large  elms,  and  destroyed  gardens,  fruit 
trees,  &c.  Thence  its  progress  is  thus  described 
by  the  Register. 

The  next  object  of  its  wrath  was  the  African 
church,  (a  wooden  building),  which  it  knocked 
into  a thousand  fragments,  many  of  which  were 
carried  high  in  the  air  on  the  top  of  the  tempest. 
Several  small  houses,  standing  at  intervals  in  this 
part  of  the  town,  were  blown  to  pieces  as  they 
were  severally  reached  by  the  tprnado,  leaving  in 
almost  every  instance,  nothing  but  the  foundations. 
In  one  of  these  houses,  occupied  by  a Mr.  Warner, 
his  wife,  the  only  person  in  the  house,  was  washing 
when  the  storm  burst  upon  her,  and  the  next  in- 
stant found  herself  in  the  celler,  with  her  kettle  of 
boiling  clothes  upset  beside  her,  and  uninjured,  but 
no  part  of  the  house  to  be  seen!  G.  F.  H.Read, 
esq.  who  had  taken  shelter  in  one  of  these  build- 
ings, is  said  to  have  had  an  arm  broken,  or  badly 
bruised;  and  a woman  residing  in  another,  had  her 
leg  shattered  by  the  falling  of  the  house.  A new 
house  in  the  course  of  finishing,  owned  by  Dr. 
Munson  was  blown  down,  and  the  house  ot  Mr. 
Way  scattered  to  the  whirlwind.  The  air  was  now 
filled  with  rafters,  boards,  shingles,  parts  offences, 
&c.  gathered  in  the  space  of  about  two  miles,  and 
the  tornado  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  captain 
Gregory’s  beautiful  seat — which  seems  to  have  en- 
countered the  very  brunt  of  its  fury.  Surrounded 
by  fine  trees  and  shrubbery,  W'hich  checked  some- 
what the  force  of  the  missiles,  the  house  itself  was 
not  as  much  injured  as  it  otherwise  would  have 
been — still  many  of  his  fruit  and  large  trees  bowed 
before  the  blast,  were  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and 
hurled  against  the  fences.  The  roof  of  his  house 
was  carried  to  the  ground — a hugh  chimney  tum- 
bling through  the  floor  into  the  very  room  were  his 
family  were  sitting:  yet  they  all  miraculously  es- 
caped injury!  His  barn  and  out-houses  were  near- 
ly demolished,  and  the  whole  appearance  of  his 
splendid  grounds  was  as  if  a battery  of  chain  shots 
had  been  poured  among  them.  His  loss  must  be 
severe.  To  the  left  of  his  premises,  the  barn  of 
Mr.  James  Munson  was  levelled  with  the  ground, 
and  several  large  trees  immediately  in  front  of  his 
house  were  dragged  up  by  the  roots,  and  thrown 
across  the  street.  The  house  was  not  injured. 

The  house  of  his  neighbor,  Mr.  Miles  Sperry, 
who  supports  his  family  by  raising  vegetables,  was 
cut  otf  from  the  first  story  upwards,  and  blown  in 
every  direction — while  the  family  were  all  at  home. 
No  one  injured.  Its  violence  was  so  great  at  this 
point  as  to  completely  strip  a flock  of  fowls  of  their 
feathers,  which  were  afterwards  found  dead.  On 
the  light  of  capt.  Gregory,  the  house  of  professor 
Charles  U.  Shepard,  on  the  “Plains  road,”  was 
slightly  damaged,  and  several  trees  were  blown 
down;  the  roof  of  his  large  barn  was  taken  off,  and 
carried  more  than  a mile  by  the  force  of  the  blast! 
It  had  now  reached  the  woods  which  extend  se- 
veral miles  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  through 
which  it  passed  in  the  rear  of  “Sachem’s  wood,” 
the  residence  of  James  A.  Hillhouse,  esq.  doing 
but  little  damage,  except  to  the  fences;  occasional- 
ly tearing  up  a huge  oak,  or  w'renching  otf  the 
tops  of  the  forest  trees.  Here  it  crossed  the  Hart- 
ford turnpike,  throwing  down  a dozen  or  tw'o  of 
the  old  poplars  which  line  the  road,  and  just  graz- 
itig  the  out  buildings,  and  passing  to  the  northeast 
of  “High  Belmont,”  (the  new  and  splendid  resi- 
dence of  Henry  Whitney,  esq. ) tearing  up  by  the 
roots  a great  many  trees,  and  throwing  down  tha 
fences.  Approaching  the  front  of  the  highest  bluff  of 
EastRock,  the  tornado  diverged  slightly  to  the  north, 
taking  up  the  bridge  at  its  base,  and  flinging  its 
fragments  over  the  surrounding  meadow';  it  passed 
through  the  gap  of  the  mountain,  about  half  a mile 
north  of  the  “Hermit’s  Cave,”  and  came  out  on 
the  North  Haven  road,  near  the  farm  of  Mr.  Jabez 
Potter.  The  roof  of  his  house  was  taken  otf,  his 
barn  and  cow  house  blown  down,  and  a boy,  who 
was  in  the  loft  of  the  barn  at  the  time,  was  hurled 
several  rods  across  the  street,  into  the  Yankee’s 
“native  element,”  a pumpkin  patch.  The  uncere- 
monious manner  of  his  exit  from  the  barn  some- 
what surprised,  him,  but  he  was  not  injured  in  the 
least.  The  roof  the  brick  house  of  Horace  Pot- 
ter, esq.  was  taken  off;  the  barn  and  wagon  house 
of  Mr.  Lyman  Potter  were  demolished;  the  roof  of 
Mr.  Chester  Potter’s  house  was  lifted  off,  and  his 
fine  orchard  completely  destroyed.  It  then  crossed 
the  rail  road,  and  swept  over  the  meadow  to  the 
east  of  it,  pitching  the  innumerable  hay  stacks  into 
the  air,  and  playing  the  same  pranks  with  the 
fences. 

We  have  not  heard  of  any  further  damage,  but 
fear  that  the  people  of  Northford  have  had  a visit 


from  it.  It  is  almost  miraculous  that  no  lives  were 
lost  in  so  great  a carnage.  Many  poor  people  have 
lost  their  all,  and  are  turned  out  of  house  and  home 
We  went  over  the  whole  breadth  and  length  of  the 
course  we  have  described  the  next  morning,  and 
such  a scene  of  devastation  and  misery  we  do  not 
often  see.  We  hope  measures  will  be  immediately 
taken  for  the  relief  of  those  who  have  been  made 
pennyless  by  this  dire  calamity.  It  is  a remarkable 
fact,  that  those  trees  which  w'ere  blown  near  houses 
fell  in  every  instance,  from  the  house,  although  to- 
wards differents  points. 

Incidents  of  the  storm.  Almost  the  entire  length 
of  its  course,  the  ground  was  strewed  with  bits  of 
wood,  cloth,  household  furniture,  &c.  &c.  but  not 
en  ugh  of  scarcely  a piece  to  identify  the  nature  of 
the  article  or  the  owner.  The  occupants  of  several 
of  the  houses,  particularly  Mrs.  Warner,  who  wa3 
thrown  with  her  kettle  of  boiling  clothes  into  the 
cellar,  while  the  house  and  its  furniture  ascended 
into  the  air,  it  is  said,  had  not  the  next  day  found 
a single  article  of  either  their  furniture  or  wearing 
apparel!  Even  the  clothes  she  had  on  were  all 
stripped  from  her  back,  with  the  exception  of  a 
strong  belt  about  her  waist,  and  she  was  left  as 
naked  as  the  place  of  dwelling  was  desolafe.  A 
bureau  filled  with  wearing  apparel  has  not  been  seen 
since  the  moment  it  left  the  premises,  except,  as  is 
supposed,  fragments  at  a distance  of  three  or  four 
miles,  upon  the  top  of  East  Rock — a bonnet  was 
there  found  lodged  in  a tree,  that  was  taken  from 
(he  same  place.  Beds  and  bedsteads,  pots  and 
kettles,  alike  disappeared!  A very  heavy  sheet 
iron  fireboard,  which  had  been  used  in  Mr.  Way’s 
house,  was  found  in  an  easterly  direction,  on  the 
powder  house  road,  about  a mile  from  his  house.  A 
lot  of  blacksmith’s  tools  were  scattered  in  different 
directions — some  of  which  have  been  found  at  a 
great  distance  from  each  other,  east  and  west.  A 
pen  containing  two  or  three  good  sized  pigs,  near 
capt.  Gregory’s,  was  carried  away,  and  nothing 
since  heard  of  either.  The  orchard  of  judge  Dar- 
ling, in  the  rear  of  his  house,  containing  some  fifty 
or  more  large  thrifty  trees,  and  field  of  corn  adjoin- 
ing, appear  as  if  they  had  been  pressed  down  by 
rolling  a huge  mountain  over  them — while  a quan- 
tity of  pole  beans,  situated  between  the  trees  and 
corn,  stand  perfectly  erect,  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. A heavy  plank  from  the  bridge  at  the  base 
of  the  rock  was  found,  it  is  said,  on  the  Middle- 
town  turnpike,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  moun- 
tain from  where  it  was  taken;  if  so,  it  must  have 
been  carried  up  about  300  feet,  nearly  perpendicu- 
larly, before  it  could  have  crossed.  The  tornado, 
in  descending  the  north  side  of  the  “Rock,”  in  the 
absence  of  other  objects  to  wreak  its  vengeance 
upon,  it  is  said,  took  possession  of,  and  carried 
along  with  it,  large  quantities  of  “mother  earth.” 


EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

We  find  in  the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  on 
board  the  ship  Relief,  attached  to  the  expedition, 
which  give  some  very  interesting  particulars  of 
the  voyage,  up  to  the  time  of  its  date,  April  10, 
1839. 

“We  sailed  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the  19th  De- 
cember for  Orange  Bay,  in  Terra  del  Fuego,  with 
instructions  to  run  a line  of  soundings  down  the 
coast  of  Patagonia.  We  had  a delightful  passage, 
in  sight  of  land  almost  the  whole  time.  At  port 
St.  Elena  we  were  so  near  the  land  as  to  see  the 
llamas  feeding  on  the  sides  of  the  hills.  On  the 
21st  we  were  south  of  the  sun.  Christmas  day 
was  passed  in  lat.  23°  27'  S.  long.  48°  12'  We 
had  for  dinner  roast  plover,  partridges  and  green 
peas,  all  cooked  in  France!  About  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, we  began  to  see  albatros,  and  occasionally 
a seal.  On  the  9th  of  January  we  were  otf  port 
St.  Elena,  and  saw  the  llamas;  it  was  a delightful 
day,  the  land  looked  very  tempting,  but  we  could 
not  land,  not  having  leave.  The  country  appears 
barren,  no  large  trees,  but  a stumpy  vegetation. 
The  whole  coast  of  Patagonia  has  the  same  rough 
and  flat  appearance;  no  thick  woods  to  be  seen; 
nor  the  least  sign  of  inhabitants.  The  places  called 
ports  are  uninhabited. 

“On  the  21st  January  we  made  cape  St.  Diego, 
Statten  Land,  &c.  and  arrived  at  Good  Success 
bay,  so  named  by  capt.  Cook.  Here  we  anchored, 
and  went  on  shore.  The  appearance  of  the  land  about 
the  straits  of  Magellan  was  very  dreary,  barren  and 
rugged  rocks,  mouutains  covered  with  snow%  &c. 
Good  Success  is  a very  pleasant  bay;  the  hills  are 
covered  with  trees,  principally,  beach,  birch  and 
winter’s  bark;  most  beautiful  barberries,  with  yel- 
low flowers  like  small  roses;  bush  cranberries,  and 
a great  variety  of  heath  like  shrubs.  We  went  on 
shore,  armed  to  the  teeth,  but  no  natives  were  seen; 
several  huts  were  found,  and  other  signs  of  people 
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having  been  there.  The  next  morning,  however, 
our  attention  was  called  by  a shouting  on  shore, 
where  we  discovered  the  natives.  The  captain  and 
some  of  the  officers  immediately  landed.  After 
dinner  I went  on  shore  and  saw  about  fifteen  na- 
natives  round  a fire,  with  our  men;  (hey  were  a tall 
good  looking  people,  with  nothing  but  llama’s  skin 
thrown  over  their  shoulders.  They  appeared  to  be 
a simple  people,  and  jealous,  and  not  allowing 
us  to  go  in  the  direction  we  supposed  their  women 
and  children  were.  They  were  evidently  Patago- 
nians, being  taller  than  the  tallest  of  our  men;  they 
had  bows  and  arrows,  but  no  knives.  Old  iron  was 
every  thing  with  them,  taking  that  in  preference  to 
bread,  meat,  &c.  Their  food  was  fish  and  shell 
fish.  They  went  off  early  in  the  afternoon,  proba- 
bly being  on  a visit  to  this  place. 

“Upon  the  whole  I was  very  much  pleased  with 
Good  Success;  the  woods  reminded  me  much  of 
Brazil,  the  dead  trees  being  covered  with  beautiful 
mosses,  ferns  and  small  flowering  plants,  and  gave 
me  a very  different  opinion  of  Terra  del  Fuego  from 
what  I had  been  led  to  expect  from  books. 

“We  left  Good  Success  -on  the  23d  January, 
and  anchored  on  the  24th  off  New  Island.  The 
appearance  of  the  country  all  around  us  was  moun- 
taneous  and  bleak,  with  occasional  white  patches  of 
snow,  which  is  probably  the  reason  why  this  part 
of  the  world  is  considered  to  be  nothing  but  a bar- 
ren rocky  place,  destitute  of  vegetation!  but  it  is 
quite  the  contrary.  Upon  landing  at  New  Island 
we  found  it  covered  with  trees  and  shrubs,  and 
beautiful  flowers,  lotsof  berries,  such  asbrushcran- 
berries,  a beautiful  shrub,  black  currants,  and  two 
or  three  species  of  barberry,  with  a most  delicious 
berry,  in  flavor  between  a raspberry  and  strawber- 
ry. Here  we  found  signs  of  inhabitants,  but  none 
were  seen.  A great  many  ducks  were  killed,  and 
a pair  of  geese:  the  female  a beautiful  snow  white 
bird,  was  shot  first,  and  the  male  would  not  quit 
her,  but  suffered  himself  to  be  killed  also.  Civilized 
man  carries — I was  going  to  sermonize,  but  it 
wont  do. 

“On  the  27th  we  anchored  off  Hermites  island, 
where  the  vegetation  is  similar  to  the  other  places 
visited;  the  scurvy  grass  abounds  all  along  the 
shore,  and  appears  to  be  placed  here  for  the  benefit 
of  poor  Jack,  who  by  the  way,  does  not  like  it  very 
well — probably  for  its  name. 

“On  the  28th  we  sailed  again  in  search  of  Orange 
bay.  the  charts  of  this  part  of  the  world  not  being 
very  correct,  and  anchored  in  a beautiful  harbor, 
where  we  were  visited  by  a family,  in  acanoe,  con- 
sisting of  two  men,  a women  with  a baby,  and  a 
grown  up  boy.  They  were  all  stark  naked,  except 
the  old  man  who  had  a small  piece  of  seal  skin  on 
his  back,  and  the  woman  who  had  a skin  to  wrap 
herself  and  child  up  in;  they  carried  a fire  in  the 
bottom  of  the  canoe,  the  woman  paddling  and  do- 
ing all  the  labor.  The  men  came  on  board  and  were 
clothed;  and  a nice  blanket  was  given  to  the 
woman,  who  instantly  wrapped  the  baby  up  in  it. 
It  was  raining,  and  rather  cold;  the  child  was  real- 
ly pretty,  and  after  it  had  been  wrapped  up  and 
got  warm,  popped  its  head  out  and  looked  up  to- 
wards us  smiling;  the  men  would  not  allow  the  wo- 
man to  get  out  of  the  canoe,  and  wanted  every 
thing  for  themselves.  The  captain  took  down  some 
preserves  for  the  child,  but  the  woman  began  to  cry, 
and  tried  to  push  the  canoe  from  alongside;  after 
some  persuasion,  she  tasted  the  preserves  herself, 
and  immediately  devoured  the  whole,  paper  and 
all  in  which  it  was  wrapped.  The  people  were 
terribly  frightened  at  a looking-glass,  pushing  it 
away  from  them  and  coveringtheir  faces  with  their 
hands.  Indeed  it  was  piteous  to  see  the  horror  or 
alarm  they  showed,  as  if  it  was  something  super- 
natural. 

“The  next  morning  we  went  on  shore  and  found 
the  hut  of  our  Indian  friends;  the  women  andchildren 
had  run  away,  and  no  doubt  were  hid  in  the  woods, 
as  dogs  were  barking  at  a short  distance.  The  hut 
was  in  the  form  ot  a cone,  made  of  sticks  and 
covered  with  green  weeds;  in  it  we  found  fish, 
hanging  up  in  the  smoke,  plenty  of  shell-fish  laid 
upon  large  green  leaves;  the  blanket,  &c.  we  had 
given  them  spread  upon  grass.  The  men  offered 
us  fish,  and  when  I began  to  collect  plants,  they 
laughed  and  picked  up  grass,  and  every  thing  that 
was  at  hand,  and  poured  them  upon  me  with  a great 
deal  of  humor,  supposing  probably  that  I was  going  to 
eat  the  herbs.  We  saw  some  whales  in  this  harbor 
and  found  bones  in  some  of  the  old  abandoned  huts. 
Their  canoes  are  made  of  bark,  sewed  together 
with  a species  of  sea-weed,  and  always  have  a fire 
in  the  bottom  which  is  covered  with  clay. 

“In  the  afternoon  we  got  under  way,  and  arrived 
at  Orange  Bay  early  in  the  evening,  having  ‘been 
obliged  to  seek  it  out  by  taking  observations  every 
day,  and  this  day  found  we  were  ten  or  twelve 
miles  south  of  it.  Orange  Bay  is  a very  good 


harbor,  large  and  commodious;  plenty  of  wood  and 
water,  with  abundance  of  ducks,  geese,  fish,  &c. 
After  the  ship  was  securely  moored  a light  house 
was  established  on  Burnt  island,  to  guide  the  rest  of 
the  squadron.  It  set  in  to  rain,  and  continued  with 
violent  winds  for  eight  days,  so  as  not  to  allow  any 
one  to  go  on  shore,  except  once,  to  carry  provisions 
for  the  party  in  charge  of  the  light-house. 

“The  two  schooners  arrived  on  the  16th  Fe- 
bruary, and  the  Vincennes,  Peacock  and  Porpoise, 
on  the  18th  and  19th,  from  Rio  Negro.  Captain 
Wilkes  ordered  our  ship  to  prepare  for  sea  immedi- 
ately, take  all  the  scientific  corps  on  board,  and 
make  a survey  of  Useless  harbor;  examine  Port  Fa- 
mine, &c.  entering  the  straits  of  Magellen  through 
Cockburn  channel,  and  return  again  to  Orange  har- 
bor. The  two  schooners,  the  Peacock  and  Porpoise, 
with  captain  W.  going  south,  in  search  of  the  mag- 
netic pole;  the  Vincennes  to  remain  at  Orange  bay. 
They  all  sailed  on  the  25th  Feb.  and  we  on  the  26th, 
and  had  a succession  of  storms,  with  violent  wind 
and  rain,  making  very  little  progress  towards  our 
destination.  We  saw  great  numbers  of  albatros, 
giant  and  stormy  petrels,  &c.;  and  although  we  did 
not  go  round  Cape  Horn,  we  experienced  all  the  bad 
weather  for  which  that  part  of  the  ocean  is  celebrat- 
ed. Our  ship  rolled  and  pitched  so  that  it  was  al- 
most impossible  to  sit  at  the  table;  some  days  every 
plate  on  it  would  be  broken,  soup  and  meat  thrown 
into  our  laps.  At  night  we  had  to  tie  ourselves 
down  in  bed. 

“On  the  4th  of  March  we  were  farther  from  Cock- 
burn  channel  than  when  we  left  Orange  harbor  on 
the  26th  of  February.  On  the  13th  March  we  were 
on  a lee  shore,  in  great  danger,  and  a fire  broke  out 
in  the  apothecary’s  department!  No  damage  was 
done.  The  sun  very  seldom  shone,  and  it  rained 
nearly  all  the  time. 

“On  the  ISth  we  had  a very  disagreeable  day — 
real  Cape  Horn  weather — rain  and  sleet.  We  came 
in  sight  of  land,  wind  blowing  very  hard,  and  break- 
ers all  around  us.  The  Tower-rocks  on  one  side  of 
us  looked  really  terrific,  the  sea  breaking  entirely 
over  the  smallest,  completely  covering  it  with  a 
white  envelope,  the  spray  flying  off  and  looking  like 
a thick  snow'  storm.  We  were  in  a very  dangerous 
position,  but,  however,  reached  Cape  Noir  island, 
iat.  54  deg.  15  min.  Ion.  74  deg.  20  min.  and  with 
three  anchors  down  hoped  to  hold  on. 

“On  the  morning  of  the  19th  the  wind  blew  hard- 
er yet,  with  occasional  showers  of  snow  and  hail. 
Noir  island  looked  as  if  some  vegetation  might  be 
growing  on  it,  but  there  was  no  prospect  of  landing; 
the  shore  was  lined  with  breakers,  and  the  spray  in 
flying  off  made  a beautiful  appearance,  looking  like 
smoke.  In  the  evening,  the  wind  increasing,  ano- 
ther anchor  was  let  go,  making  four  anchors  out, 
and  400  fathoms  of  chain  cable,  the  four  anchors 
weighing  11,700  lbs.  The  20th  was  a dreary  day, 
sleet  and  rain.  In  the  night  we  parted  two  of  our 
cables,  and  lost  a bower  and  sheet  anchor.  The 
ship  dragged  a considerable  distance,  and  we  felt 
somewhat  alarmed;  but  day  dawned  and  found  us 
safe.  Nothing  particular  occurred  during  the  next 
day.  Towards  night  the  wind  blew  up  afresh,  and 
it  was  feared  another  cable  was  gone.  Preparations 
were  immediately  made  to  get  underway,  and  at  9 
o’clock  we  lay  rolling  and  tossing,  ignorant  of  what 
would  take  place. 

“Towards  12  o’clock  the  ship  began  to  drag,  al- 
most right  on  to  the  breakers;  indeed  nothing  but 
horrible  rocks,  the  water  dashing  and  hissing  over 
them,  were  to  be  seen  in  every  direction;  the  water 
began  to  break  over  us  also,  and  the  wardroom, 
steerage  and  berth  deck  were  ankle  deep.  At  last 
an  order  was  given  to  slip  the  cables.  A dead  si- 
lence ensued  for  a few  moments;  then  the  sound  of 
the  axe  cutting  the  stoppers,  and  a horrible  clatter, 
a grumbling  and  grating  sound  as  the  chains  flew 
through  the  hawse  holes,  and  all  was  hushed.  The 
poor  ship  seemed  to  be  aware  that  she  was  to  re- 
main without  an  anchor,  as  she  quivered  and  groan- 
ed, as  the  cables  flew  out,  “like  a thing  of  life.” 
In  a short  time  we  were  clear  of  the  breakers,  and 
all  was  quiet;  the  ship  became  easy,  and  the  men 
recovered  their  cheerfulness.  We  lost  all  our  an- 
chors, and  had  to  give  up  Useless  bay!  Port  Fa- 
mine!! Breakneck  passage!!!  the  Milky  way!  &c. 
and  proceeded  to  Valparaiso  to  procure  ground 
tackle.  It  is  admitted  by  all  hands,  that  we  might 
go  to  sea  twenty  years  and  not  be  in  such  a dan- 
gerous situation  again.  Since  (hen  we  had  plea- 
sant weather,  growing  warmer  every  day. 

“ April  14. — We  have  now  been  three  days  off 
Valparaiso,  and  have  succeeded  in  getting  anchors, 
and  will  probably  get  in  to-night  or  to-morrow 
morning. — We  sent  a boat  in,  but  found  no  Ameri- 
can men  of  war  here.  Two  boats  immediately  came 
off  from  the  British  sloop  of  war  Fly,  with  an  an- 
chor and  offer  of  services,  which  was  very  kind  and 
polite.  Our  captain  declined  the  offer  until  he  heard 


from  the  shore.  Our  boat  returned  to-day,  having 
procured  every  thing  necessary,  principally  from 
the  English  stores.” 

THE  OPIUM  TRADE. 

The  Chinese  government  seems  determined  to 
persevere  in  its  resolution  to  put  a stop  to  the  opium 
trade.  An  imperial  commissioner,  Lin,  has  lately 
been  sent  to  Canton  with  full  powers  to  act  in  this 
matter.  He  evinces  a good  deal  of  energy,  and  has 
already  ordered  several  of  the  chief  foreign  opium 
dealers  to  leave  the  country.  The  following  is  his 
proclamation  issued  to  foreigners  on  his  arrival  at 
Canton.  It  is  a curious  document,  and  quite  as 
much  to  the  point  as  the  greater  part  of  our  Ameri- 
can gubernatorial  messages. 

PROCLAMATION  TO  FOREIGNERS, 

From  the  imperial  commissioner,  H.  E.  Lin. 

Lin,  a high  officer  of  the  Chinese  empire,  now 
specially  appointed  an  imperial  envoy,  a president 
of  the  board  of  war,  and  viceroy  of  Hoo  Kwang, 
hereby  proclaims  to  the  foreigners  of  every  nation, 
that  they  may  thoroughly  know  and  understand. 

Whereas  ye,  the  said  foreigners,  coming  to  Can- 
ton to  trade,  have  usually  reaped  immense  profits: 
therefore  it  is  that  your  ships  which  in  former 
years  amounted  annually  to  no  more  than  several 
tens,  now  exceed  a hundred  and  several  tens,  which 
arrive  here  every  year.  Your  import  goods,  no 
matter  what  they  be,  with  us  find  a consumption; 
and  respecting  the  cargo  which  you  may  wish  to 
purchase  in  return,  there  is  nothing  in  which  you 
may  not  adventure.  I would  like  to  ask  you  if  in 
the  wide  earth  under  heaven  you  can  find  such 
another  profit-yielding  market  as  this  is?  Our  great 
Chinese  emperor  views  all  mankind  with  equal 
benevolence,  and  therefore  it  is  that  he  has  thus 
graciously  permitted  you  to  trade,  and  become,  as 
it  were,  steeped  to  the  lips  in  gain.  If  this  port  of 
Canton,  however,  were  to  be  shut  against  you,  how 
could  you  scheme  to  reap  profit  more?  Moreover, 
our  tea  and  rhubarb  are  articles  which  ye  foreign- 
ers from  afar  cannot  preserve  your  lives  without; 
yet  year  by  year  we  allow  you  to  export  both  be- 
yond seas,  without  the  slightest  feeling  of  grudge 
on  our  part:  never  was  imperial  goodness  greater 
than  this? 

Now  if  ye  foreigners  had  a proper  sense  of  grati- 
tude for  this  extraordinary  goodness,  ye  would  hold 
the  laws  in  dread;  and  while  ye  sought  to  profit 
yourselves,  ye  would  abstain  from  injuring  other 
men.  But  how  happens  it,  on  the  contrary,  that 
ye  take  your  uneatable  opium  and  bring  it  to  our 
central  land,  chousing  people  out  of  their  substance 
and  involving  their  very  lives  in  destruction?  I 
find  that  by  means  of  this  noxious  article,  you 
have  been  fraudulently  imposing  upon  the  Chinese 
people  now  upwards  of  several  ten  of  years,  during 
which  time  the  unjust- wealth  ye  have  reaped  ex- 
ceeds all  calculation:  this  is  a circumstance  suffi- 
cient to  arouse  the  general  indignation  of  mankind, 
and  which  the  laws  of  heaven  can  with  difficulty 
scarce  pardon. 

Formerly  the  prohibitions  of  our  empire  might 
still  be  considered  indulgent,  and  therefore  it  was 
that  from  all  our  ports  the  sycee  leaked  out  as  the 
opium  rushed  in:  now,  however,  the  great  emperor, 
on  hearing  of  it,  actually  quivers  with  indignation, 
and  before  he  will  stay  his  hand  the  evil  must  be 
completely  and  entirely  done  away  with. 

Respecting  our  own  subjects,  he  who  opens  an 
opium  shop,  or  who  sells  opium,  is  immediately 
put  to  death;  and  it  is  also  in  agitation  whether  or 
not  to  the  mere  smoker  may  not  be  accorded  the 
extreme  penalty  of  the  law;  and  ye  foreigners  who 
come  to  our  central  land  to  reside,  ought  in  reason 
to  submit  to  our  statutes,  as  do  the  natives  of  China 
themselves. 

Now  I,  the  said  imperial  envoy,  reside  in  Fokien, 
on  the  borders  of  the  sea,  and  thoroughly  under- 
stand all  the  arts  and  ingenious  devices  of  you  fo- 
reigners in  all  their  bearings;  so  it  is  that  I have  to 
thank  the  great  emperor  for  thus  specially  appoint- 
ing me  as  an  officer  who  has  frequently  distin- 
guished himself  by  meritorious  actions,  to  be  a 
special  commissioner  for  reducing  to  order  these 
distant  districts,  and  for  taking  measures  with  irre- 
sponsible authority  to  prevent  the  further  influx  of 
opium.  Were  I to  go  back  and  sit  in  judgment  on 
your  reiterated  crimes  as  relates  to  the  selling  of 
opium, — then  indeed  to  spare  you  would  be  impos- 
sible; but,  remembering  that  ye  are  foreigners  from 
afar,  and  that  hitherto  ye  may  not  have  known  that 
our  laws  are  so  severe,  I now  clearly  expound  the 
statute  to  you,  not  bearing  to  slay  you  without 
previous  instructive  warning. 

I find  that  ye  have  now  anchored  at  Lintin  and 
other  places,  many  store-ships,  in  which  are  several 
tens  of  thousand  of  chests  of  opium.  Your  inten- 
tion is  to  dispose  of  them  clandestinely,  but  ye  re- 
member not  how  strict  we  are  in  making  capture* 
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at  this  port;  how,  then,  will  ye  find  people  who 
will  convey  it  for  you  any  more?  And  seizures  be- 
ing made  with  equal  severity  throughout  every 
province  in  the  empire,  what  other  place  have  ye 
where  ye  dare  to  sell  it  off'?  This  time  opium  is 
indeed  prohibited  and  cannot  circulate;  every  man 
knows  that  is  a deadly  poison;  why  then  should  ye 
heap  it  up  in  your  foreign  store-ships,  and  keep 
them  there  long  anchored  on  the  great  sea;  not 
only  thereby  wasting  much  money  by  their  heavy 
expenses,  but  exposing  them  to  the  chance  of 
storms,  of  fire,  and  other  accidents  which  no  man 
can  foresee? 

I,  therefore,  uniting  all  these  circumstances,  now 
issue  this  my  edict,  and  when  it  reachers  the  said 
foreigners,  let  them  immediately  and  with  due  re- 
spect in  conformity  thereto,  take  all  the  opium  in 
these  said  store-ships,  and  deliver  it  up  to  the  offi- 
cers of  government;  and  allow  the  hong  merchants 
to  examine  clearly,  which  man  by  name  gives  up 
so  many  chests;  the  total  weight,  so  many  catties 
and  taels;  and  let  (the  hong  merchants)  make  out 
a distinct  list  to  that  effect,  and  hand  it  up  to  the 
officers  to  be  checked;  that  these  officers  may  open- 
ly take  possession  of  the  whole,  and  have  it  burn- 
ed and  destroyed,  so  as  to  cut  off'  its  power  of 
doing  mischief;  a single  atom  must  not  be  hidden 
or  concealed;  and  at  one  and  the  same  time  let  a 
duly  prepared  bond  be  drawn  up,  written  in  the 
Chinese  and  foreign  character,  stating  clearly  that 
the  ships  afterwards  to  arrive  here  shall  never  to  all 
eternity  dare  to  bring  any  opium;  should  any  ship 
after  this  bring  it,  then  her  whole  cargo  on  board 
is  to  be  confiscated  and  her  people  put  to  death; 
and  that  they  will  willingly  undergo  it  as  the 
penalty  of  their  crime;  all  this  to  be  stated  clear- 
ly in  the  said  bond. 

I have  heard  it  said,  that  in  the  ordinary  transac- 
tions of  life,  ye,  the  said  foreigner,  attach  a great 
deal  of  importance  to  the  words  “good  faith.”  If, 
then,  you  will  readily  do  as  I am  commanding  you 
i.  e.  take  that  opium  which  has  already  come,  and 
deliver  every  atom  of  it  up  to  the  officers  of  govern- 
ment, and  in  relation  to  that  opium  not  yet  arrived, 
prevent  it  from  ever  coming  here,  and  this  will 
show  that  you  really  can  feel  contrition  for  your 
crime,  and  fear  the  laws  of  the  land:  this,  then,  may 
spare  your  previous  iniquities  being  raked  up  and 
brought  against  you.  I,  the  imperial  commissioner, 
will  then  forthwith  consult  with  the  governor  anti 
fooyuen  that  we  may  conjointly  memorialise  the 
great  emperor,  that  he  may  grant  you  extraordina- 
ry indulgence,  and  that  he  not  only  forgive  you 
your  previous  sins,  but  that  he  may  also  bestow 
upon  you  some  proof  of  his  favor  so  as  to  testify  his 
approbation  of  your  contrition  and  repentance;  and 
after  this  your  trade  may  go  on  the  same  as  ever. 
Thus  not  losing  by  being  good  foreigners,  and  by 
means  of  an  honorable  traffic  attainingto  riches  and 
honors:  can  any  thing  be  more  respectable  than 
this  ? But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  you  obstinately  ad- 
here to  your  folly,  and  will  not  awake,  if  you  think 
to  borrow  excuses  to  carry  on  your  smuggling,  or 
if  you  use  the  name  of  some  sailor  or  other  to  bring 
it,  and  say  that  it  does  not  concern  you,  or  if  you 
craftily  say  that  you  are  going  to  take  it  to  another 
country,  or  throw  it  into  the  sea,  or  if  you  wish  to 
seize  an  opportunity  for  going  to  another  province 
to  sell  it;  or  if  you  hope  to  stifle  enquiry  by  giving 
up  to  the  mandarins  one  or  two  chests  out  of  ten, 
then  all  such  procedures  show  that  you  have  in  your 
hearts  a desire  to  oppose  the  laws,  and  to  remain 
firmly  wedded  to  your  wickedness,  without  pros- 
pect of  change;  then  I say,  that  although  it  is  the 
maxim  of  our  Chinese  empire  to  treat  with  great 
kindness  and  tenderness  the  men  from  afar,  yet  can 
we  not  suffer  them  to  treat  us  with  scorn  and  con- 
tempt; but  shall  immediately  in  conformity  with 
the  new  statute,  punish  them  with  the  utmost  se- 
verity, as  we  do  our  own  people. 

Upon  this  occasion  I,  the  imperial  commissioner, 
being  at  Peking,  in  my  own  person  received  the 
emperor’s  commands — the  law  when  once  uttered 
must  be  put  in  force!  moreover,  having  brought 
with  me  these  orders  and  this  great  irresponsible 
authority  for  prevention,  they  must  be  executed  to 
the  benefit  of  public  business,  and  may  not  be  com- 
pared with  that  careless  examination  and  mode  of 
acting  that  belong  to  ordinary  matters.  If  the 
stream  of  opium  cannot  be  cut  off,  I cannot  return 
from  this.  I am  sworn  to  have  the  same  beginning 
and  end  (anglice  to  stand  or  fall)  by  the  opium 
question.  There  is  no  such  things  as  suspending 
my  labors  in  the  middle.  Moreover,  I find  that  the 
indignation  of  the  people  of  the  inner  land  is  al- 
most to  a man  roused  against  you;  and  if  ye  fo- 
reigners will  not  reform  and  repent,  ifprofit  contin- 
ues to  be  your  sole  object,  then  it  is  not  only  with 
(he  majesty  of  our  troops  and  the  abundance  of  our 
forces  by  land  and  water  that  we  may  sweep  you 
off,  but  we  have  merely  to  call  upon  the  common 


people  of  the  land  to  rise,  and  these  would  be  more 
than  sufficient  utterly  to  annihilate  you.  Further, 
we  should,  as  a temporary  expedient,  close  the 
ships  holds  and  as  a final  one  shut  up  the  port;  and 
what  difficulty  would  their  be  in  cutting  off  your 
commerce  forever?  Our  Chinese  empire  covers 
many  tens  of  thousands  of  miles  in  extent,  every 
sort  of  produce  is  there  heaped  up  and  running 
over,  we  have  no  occasion  to  borrow  any  thing  from 
you  foreigners;  but  I fear  that  were  we  to  stop  the 
intercourse,  the  plans  for  doing  business  (and  ob- 
taining profit)  of  every  one  of  our  countries  would 
at  that  moment  come  to  an  end!  Ye  foreign  traders, 
who  have  come  from  distant  countries,  how  is  it 
that  you  have  r.ct  yet  found  out  the  difference  be- 
tween the  pains  of  toil  and  the  sweets  of  ease?  the 
great  distance  betwixt  the  power  of  the  few  and 
the  power  of  the  many? 

In  reference  to  those  vagabond  foreigners  who 
reside  in  the  foreign  hongs  and  are  in  the  habit  of 
selling  opium,  I already  know  their  names  full  well, 
and  those  good  foreigners  who  do  not  deal  in  opi- 
um, I am  no  less  acquainted  with  them  also  Those 
who  can  point  out  the  vagabond  foreigners  and 
compel  them  to  deliver  up  their  opium,  those  who 
first  step  forward  and  give  the  bond  before  spoken 
of,  these  are  the  good  foreigners,  and  I,  the  impe- 
rial envoy,  will  speedily  bestow  upon  them  some 
distinguishing  mark  of  my  approbation.  Woe 
and  happiness,  disgrace  or  hunor,  are’  in  your 
hands! — It  is  ye  yourselves  who  select  for  your- 
selves. 

I have  now  ordered  the  hong  merchants  to  go  to 
your  factories,  and  explain  the  matter  to  you;  and 
I have  limited  3 days  within  which  they  must  let 
me  have  a reply,  and  at  the  same  time  produce  the 
duly-prepared  bond  afore-mentioned. 

Wait  till  I have  consulted  the  viceroy  and  fooy- 
uen, when  we  shall  clearly  proclaim  the  time  with- 
in which  the  opium  must  be  delivered  up. 

Do  not  indulge  in  the  idle  delay  and  expectation, 
which  will  only  lead  to  a vain  repentance.  A spe- 
cial edict. — Taoukwang,  19th  year,  2nd  moon,  4th 
day. — 18th  March,  1839. 

The  following  letter  from  Macao,  announces  that 
the  trade  has  been  stopped: — 

Macao,  March  25,  1839. 

Matters  appear  to  be  fast  hastening  to  a crisis  in 
this  port  with  regard  to  the  opium  trade,  and  I hope 
the  result  will  be  the  opening  of  the  empire.  The 
commissioner  now  in  Canton  has  taken  hold  of  the 
business  as  none  of  his  predecessors  have  ever 
done,  and  the  Chinese  government  has  shown  a 
good  deal  of  strength.  On  the  22d  the  trade  was 
stopped,  and  no  foreigners  allowed  to  leave  Canton, 
and  the  next  day  the  officer  and  a posse  of  soldiers 
entered  the  factory  of  Dent  & Co.  demanding  Mr. 
Dent  for  his  contumacy  in  not  leaving  the  country 
at  the  orders  of  the  emperor. 

Mr.  Dent  not  being  present,  Mr.  Inglis  went  into 
the  city  with  the  officer,  accompanied  by  Thorn 
and  Morrison  as  interpreters.  Elliott  sent  around 
a circular  on  the  23d  in  Macao,  stating  that  he  had 
ordered  the  English  part  of  the  opium  fleet  back  to 
Hongkong,  in  company  with  the  Same  sloop  of 
war,  and  there  to  put  themselves  in  a state  of  de- 
fence. He  left  Macao  for  Canton  the  same  even- 
ing, in  order  to  demand  passports  for  all  British  sub- 
jects to  leave  Canton,  but  we  have  not  yet  heard 
the  result.  Most  of  the  Lintin  fleet  have  been  in 
Macao  roads  for  the  last  few  days,  and  to-day  the 
opium  in  Macao  is  all  being  re-embarked  on  board 
ship  as  the  commissioner  has  threatened  to  search 
all  the  houses  in  Macao  for  it. 

The  Port  government  has  received  orders  to  fit 
up  a house  for  the  commissioner,  and  they  are 
making  ready  the  tavern  on  the  Praya  Grande,  near 
the  landing  place,  for  his  reception.  There  are  29 
war  junks  anchored  in  the  roads.  The  people  in 
Macao  are  in  great  trouble,  for  if  the  opium  trade 
is  cut  off  from  the  place,  they  have  a sad  prospect 
of  starvation,  or  at  least  great  misery  before  them. 
But  in  the  eradication  of  an  evil  of  the  magnitude 
of  this  trade,  we  must  expect  much  distress:  if  the 
effect  is  healing  of  the  empire  in  a measure  of  a 
dreadly  evil,  the  distress  bears  a small  proportion  to 
the  good.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  athousand 
chests  in  the  place,  and  property  amounting  to  20 
millions  on  board  ship,  all  of  which  it  is  expected 
will  go  to  Singapore. 

THE  CULTIVATION"  OF  OPIUM. 

In  India  the  extent  of  territory  occupied  with  the 
poppy,  and  the  amount  of  population  and  capital 
engaged  in  its  cultivation  and  in  the  preparation  of 
opium,  are  far  greater  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world.  Malwa,  Benares  and  Behar  (Patna)  are 
the  chief  localities;  and  nearly  every  chest  of  the 
drug  exported  from  India  bears  one  of  their  names, 
according  to  the  part  of  the  country  in  which  it  was 
produced.  About  one-half  of  the  whole  product 


of  India  is  obtained  from  Malwa.  Though  the 
chiefs  of  Malwa  are  under  British  protection,  the 
management  of  the  soil  is  entirely  beyond  the  com- 
pany’s authority,  and  both  the  cultivation  of  the 
poppy  and  the  production  of  opium  are  free.  Tho 
traffic  in  the  drug  is  also  free,  excepting  “transit 
duties”  which  are  levied  upon  it  when  passing 
through  the  British  territories,  as  most  of  it  does 
on  its  way  to  Bombay,  from  whence  it  is  exported 
to  China.  But  in  Benares,  Behar  and  throughout 
all  the  territories  within  the  company’s  jurisdiction, 
the  cultivation  of  the  poppy,  the  preparation  of  the 
drug  and  the  traffic  in  it,  until  it  is  brought  to  Cal- 
cutta, and  sold  by  auction  for  exportation,  are  wi- 
der a strict  monopoly.  Should  an  individual  un- 
dertake the  cultivation,  without  having  “entered 
into  engagements  with  the  government  to  deliver 
the  produce  at  the  fixed  rate,”  his  property  would 
be  immediately  attached,  and  the  ryot*  compelled 
either  to  destroy  his  poppies,  or  give  securities  for 
the  faithful  delivery  of  the  product.  Nay,  accord- 
ing to  a late  writer,  "the  growing  of  opium  is  com- 
pulsory on  the  part  of  the  ryot.”  Advances  are 
made  by  government,  through  its  native  ser- 
vants, and  if  a ryot  refuses  the  advance,  “the  sim- 
ple plan  of  throwing  the  rupees  into  his  house  is 
adopted;  should  he  attempt  to  abscond,  the  peons 
seize  him,  tie  the  advance  up  in  his  clothes  and 
push  him  into  his  house.  The  business  being  now 
settled,  and  there  being  no  remedy,  he  applies  him- 
self, as  he  may,  to  the  fulfilment  of  his  contract.” 

Vast  tracts  of  land,  formerly  occupied  with  other 
articles,  are  now  covered  with  poppies,  which  re- 
quire a very  superior  soil  m order  to  produce  opium 
in  perfection.  Hence,  its  cultivation  has  not  ex- 
tended over  waste  and  barren  lands,  but  into  those 
districts  and  villages  best  fitted  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses, where  other  plants,  “grown  from  time  imme- 
morial,” have  been  driven  out  before  it.  But 
though  poppies  are  now  spread  over  a wide  extent 
of  territory,  the  cultivation  is  still,  as  it  has  long 
been,  rapidly  on  the  increase.  In  1821,  in  the  sin- 
gle district  of  Sarun,  belonging  to  the  province  of 
Behar,  there  were,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Kennedy,  (many  years  collector  of  the  land 
revenue  and  deputy  opium  agent  in  that  district), 
between  15,000  and  20,000  bigahs  of  land  (about 
one-third  of  an  acre  ber  bigah),  then  under  culti- 
vation. In  1829,  the  amount  was  nearly  or  quite 
doubled,  and  the  produce,  in  the  meantime,  had  in- 
creased in  a still  greater  degree.  * * * 

The  mode  of  cultivation  pursued  in  the  “Patna 
district”  may  afford  a good  idea  of  that  which  ob- 
tains in  other  places.  The  ryot  having  selected  a 
piece  of  ground,  always  preferring  (cceieris  paribus) 
that  which  is  nearest  his  house,  encloses  it  with  a 
fence.  He  then,  by  repeated  ploughings,  makes  it 
completely  fine,  and  removes  all  the  weeds  and 
grass.  Next  he  divides  the  field  into  two  or  more 
divisions,  by  small  dikes  of  mould  running  length- 
ways and  crossways,  according  to  the  slope  and  na- 
ture of  the  ground.  He  afterwards  divides  the 
field  into  smaller  squares  by  other  dikes  leading 
from  the  principal  ones.  A pit  or  sort  of  well,  is 
dug  about  ten  feet  deep  at  one  end  of  the  field, 
from  which,  by  a leathern  bucket,  water  is  raised 
into  one  of  the  principal  dikes,  and  in  this  way  it  is 
carried  into  every  part  of  the  field  as  required. 
This  irrigation  is  necessary,  because  the  cultivation 
is  carried  on  in  the  dty  weather.  The  seed  is  sown 
in  November,  and  the  juice  is  collected  in  Februa- 
ry and  March,  during  a period  usually  of  about 
six  w’eeks.  Throughout  the  whole  process  the  ry- 
ot is  assisted  by  his  family  and  servants,  both  wo- 
men and  children.  As  soon  as  the  plants  spring 
up,  the  weeding  and  watering  commence,  and  are 
continued  till  the  poppies  come  to  maturity.  . Per- 
pendicular cuts  or  scratches  are  then  made  in  the 
rind  of  the  bulbous  heads,  with  a muscle-shell, 
found  in  all  the  tanks  of  the  country.  From  these 
cuts  the  juice  exudes,  and  is  daily  collected  and 
delivered  to  the  local  officers.  This  is  a very  tedi- 
ous process,  requiring  constant  attention.  When 
the  poppies  are  exhausted,  their  color  changes  from 
green  to  white.  The  seeds  contain  no  opium,  and 
the  labors  of  the  season  are  now  closed.  The  cul- 
tivator receives  about  three  and  a half  rupees  (Sp. 
dls.  1.65)  for  each  seerf  of  the  poppy  juice,  which 
is  required  to  be  of  a specific  consistency.  This 
must  be  such  that  a gomastah  can  take  it  out  of  the 
vessel  in  which  it  is  brought  for  delivery  by  the  ry- 
ot, and  turn  it  over  without  its  dropping  off  his 
hand;  if  it  is  not  sufficiently  dry  to  admit  of  this, 
it  is  either  returned  to  the  ryot  for  further  evapora- 
tion, or  an  additional  quantity  must  be  delivered  to 
make  up  the  deficiency. 

The  lands  under  cultivation  are  measured  every 
year,  and  their  boundaries  fixed,  in  order  to  prevent 

*The  ryot  is  the  immediate  cultivator  of  the  soil. 

tThe  seer— 1 lb.  13  oz.  13  866  dr.  avoirdupois. 
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collision  among  those  to  whom  they  are  assigned. 
The  government  annually  enters  into  an  engage- 
ment with  the  cultivators,  through  an  intermediate 
agency,  constructed  in  the  following  manner:  There 
is* first  a collector,  who  is  a European;  2ndly,  there 
are  "-omasthas,  a superior  class  of  men,  both  in  edu- 
cation and  caste;  3rdly,  sudder  inattus,  a respecta- 
ble class  of  landholders;  4thly,  villagers  matlus, 
the  principal  villagers,  a little  superior  to  the  ryots; 
and  Stilly,  the  ryots,  the  chief  laborers,  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  poppies.  The  “engagement”  entered 
into  with  the  government  is  this:  when  the  poppy 
is  ripe,  and  immediately  before  the  period  of  ex- 
tracting the  juice,  the  gomastah  and  nis  establish- 
ment make  a circuit  of  the  country,  and  form  “by 
guess,”  a probable  estimate  of  the  produce  of  each 
‘field.  He  then  makes  the  ryot  enter  into  an  en- 
gagement with  him  to  deliver  the  quantity  thus  es- 
timated, and  as  much  more  as  the  field  will  yield, 
at  the  price  previously  fixed;  if  he  tails  to  deliver 
the  estimated  quantity,  and  the  collector  has  reason 
to  suppose  he  has  embezzled  the  deficiency,  he  is 
empowered  by  law  to  prosecute  the  ryot  in  the  civil 
court  for  damages. 

The  product  in  India,  for  the  last  year,  it  is  said, 
amounts  to  about  35,000  chests.  The  Malwa  ave- 
rages about  134  lbs.  per  chest;  the  other  116  lbs. 
The  weight  of  a chest,  however,  varies,  and  is 
sometimes  140  lbs.  In  Turkey,  the  product  may 
be  2,000  or  more  chests,  annually.  In  regard  to 
China,  we  have  only  the  testimony  of  the  council- 
lor Choo  Tsun,  respecting  his  native  province 
Yunnaw.  The  poppy,  he  says,  is  cultivated  all 
over  the  hills  and  open  champaign,  and  the  quantity 
of  opium  annually  produced  there  cannot  be  less 
than  several  thousand  chests. 

From  the  foregoing  statements,  derived  chiefly 
from  official  documents,  the  reader  will  be  able  to 
form  some  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  territory 
and  the  amount  of  population  and  capital  now  de- 
voted to  the  production  of  opium.  Taking  into 
account  the  whole  of  Turkey,  China  and  India,  it 
will  be  seen  that  many  thousand,  acres,  with  millions 
of  the  inhabitants,  are  employed  in  the  cultivation  of 
poppies.  Iniquities  of  the  opium  trade. 

THE  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 
Remarks  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Tillinghast,  at  the  table  with 

the  soldiers  of  ’76,  at  Providence,  R.  I.  on  the  4th 

of  July  last. 

Mr.  Tillinghast,  being  called  upon  by  the  presi- 
dent, said  that  in  the  presence  of  these  venerable 
relics  of  our  heroic  age,  it  was  difficult  to  comprise 
within  the  limits  of  a toast  any  satisfactory  portion 
of  the  thoughts  that  crowd  the  mind,  or  of  the  feel- 
ings that  fill  the  heart.  These  hoary  heads  are  in- 
deed crowns  of  glory;  and  this  day  of  triumph — 
which  we  are  celebrating  with  so  many  marks  of 
just  and  reverent  gladness  in  our  temples  and  at  our 
festivals — is  peculiarly  and  emphatically  their  day: 
for  they,  with  their  compatriots,  made  it  what  it  is. 
Annually  they  come  up  to  our  altars,  and  partake 
in  the  solemnities  with  which  a succeeding  genera- 
tion commemorates  the  transactions  by  which  they 
marked  their  own  as  an  era  in  time,  and  a perpetu- 
al theme  for  grateful  and  exalted  contemplation. 
We  greet  them  with  reverence  and  joy.  We  owe 
them  such  words  of  acknowledgment  as  may  assist 
their  aged  spirits  to  realize  the  certainty  of  their 
fame.  But  we  feel  that  there  is  one  reflection 
which  casts  a melancholy  shade  over  the  otherwise 
unalloyed  enjoyment  of  such  ascenejitis,  that  they 
annually  come  up  with  diminished  numbers,  and 
exhibit  those  sad  vacancies  in  their  line  which 
their  can  be  no  substitutes  to  fill.  When  I heard 
the  sentiment  which  was  just  now  expressed  at  this 
board,  that  as  their  ranks  were  thinned  by  time  we 
should  be  more  ready  and  proud  to  do  them  honor,  1 
wa3  struck  with  its  fitness.  Few  have  they  become, 
and  still  fewer  will  they  soon  be,  upon  whom  we 
can  look  as  the  representatives  of  theirbrotherhood; 
their  individual  value  rises  in  proportion  to  the 
diininuition  of  their  number;  and,  in  this  respect, 
let  them  be  to  us  as  the  sacred  books  of  the  Sibyl  of 
Cum$.  Of  those,  you  know,  sir,  the  tradition  is, 
that,  an  ancient  woman  brought  toTarquin,  king  of 
Rome,  a number  of  volumes  inscribed  with  sacred 
characters,  mysteriously  charged  with  the  fate  and 
future  fortunes  of  the  Roman  people,  demanding 
for  them  a price  which  he  deemed  extravagant  and 
would  not  pay.  She  retired,  and,  after  consigning 
three  of  the  volumes  to  the  flames,  returned,  de- 
manding the  same  price  for  those  which  remained; 
which  was  again  refused.  She  repeated  this  work 
of  partial  destruction,  and  her  still  unsuccessful  de- 
mand, until  the  number  was  reduced  to  three,  when 
the  king,  alarmed  by  the  idea  that  he  was  losing  a 
treasure  which  he  had  not  known  how  to  appreciate, 
gladly  purchased  the  remainingthree  at  the  original 
price  of  the  whole.  Sir,  the  army  of  the  revolution 
was  composed  of  characters  charged  with  the  fate  and 


fortunes  of  the  American  people — and  ol  more  than 
the  American  people.  The  few  who  are  spared  to 
this  day  are  venerable  and  sacred  remains.  We 
behold  now  less  than  thirty,  and  there  will  soon  be 
less  than  three.  But  we  will  value  the  survivors, 
and  I trust  we  do  value  them,  as  the  last,  the  unex- 
changeable representatives  of  the  value  of  the  ori- 
ginal whole. 

I believe  it  would  rejoice  the  hearts  of  all  hereto 
witness  in  our  day  the  erection  of  some  national 
monument  which  would  carry  to  aftertimes  an  im- 
perishable record  of  the  men  to  whom  we  owe  our 
independence,  and  of  the  estimation  in  which  we 
hold  them  and  their  achievement.  Our  whole  coun- 
try is,  perhaps,  not  sufficiently  sensible  of  the  real 
value  of  such  permanent  memorials,  when  reared 
by  a common  effort,  and  commemorative  of  charac- 
ters and  events  that  constitute  a common  glory.  In 
a suitable  structure  of  this  sort,  the  citizens  of  an 
extended  country  would  feel  that  they  had  one 
more  pledge  of  union,  and  a perpetual  incentive  of 
public  virtue.  It  argued  knowledge  of  our  nature 
in  the  ancients,  to  represent  in  sculpture,  upon  tri- 
umphal columns,  the  great  transactions  they  wished 
to  commemorate,  and  the  forms  and  features  of 
those  who  were  engaged  in  them.  I am  not  sug- 
gesting such  a monument  as  a splendid  fancy  has 
conceived,  and  a most  rich  and  powerful  eloquence 
has  described,  upon  the  base  of  which,  sinking  to 
Tartarus,  the  oppressors  might  read  their  infamy;  I 
would  not  desire  that  the  base  of  such  a monument 
should  rest  in  a region  of  guilt  and  penance;  nor, 
were  it  possible,  would  it  be  necessary  that  its  capi- 
tal should  ascend  to  heaven  to  show  the  sainted  pa- 
triots that  they  have  triumphed;  for  there,  we  must 
believe,  they  know  it.  But,  wheu  the  means  of 
this  nation  are  commensurate  with  the  wish,  I 
would  gladly  see  a monument  on  which,  at  least, 
the  name  of  every  man  who  gave  his  person  to  his 
country,  in  her  great  day  of  trial,  should  be  in- 
scribed in  marble.  And  I should  be  proud  to  point 
out,  on  a conspicuous  part  of  such  a monument,  the 
very  large  proportionate  space  which  would  be  oc- 
cupied by  the  names  of  the  men  of  Rhode  Island. 

Amongst  ourselves,  upon  this  day  of  remem- 
brance, we  may,  without  vain  glory,  but  with  pride 
sanctioned  by  the  strictest  justice,  remind  each 
other  of  the  titles  of  Rhode  Island  to  a bright  and 
broad  page  in  the  annals  of  those  times.  And  at 
this  our  annual  meeting  with  these  white-headed 
vetreans  of  Rhode  Island  line,  I should  deem  it  a 
point  of  duty  towards  them  for  some  one  at  thi3  ta- 
ble to  revive  in  their  recollections  the  particulars  of 
many  scenes  and  events  in  which  they  and  their  de- 
parted comrades  acquired  honor  for  themselves  and 
for  their  state,  had  not  that  duty  been  so  faithfully 
and  so  beautifully  performed  in  the  public  exercis- 
es to  which  they  have  this  day  already  listened. 
For  they  must  be  left  in  doubt  whether  after- 
times will,  on  all  fit  occasions,  remember  that,  from 
the  lighting  of  that  first  beacon  fire — that  blazing 
harbinger  of  the  revolution — which  was  kindled 
upon  ttie  waters  of  the  Narragansett,  to  the  crown- 
ing act  which  brought  the  great  drama  to  a close 
by  the  capture  of  the  last  remaining  hostile  army, 
the  spirit  of  Rhode  Island  was  signalizing  itself  by 
acts  of  hardihood  and  splendor,  as  well  as  by  suffer- 
ings and  toil,  in  every  region,  on  every  element, 
and  at  every  period  of  the  war.  The  first  blood 
drawn  from  the  veins  of  a British  officer  in  that 
great  quarrel  was  drawn  by  a shot  from  a Rhode 
Island  musket,  upon  our  own  waves,  within  sight 
from  the  tower  of  that  temple  where  we  have  this 
morning  heard  the  scenes  and  principles  of  the  re- 
volution so  eloquently  reviewed  by  the  orator  of  the 
day.  The  owner  ofthat  musket  still  lives  in  honor 
amongst  us,  still  characterized  by  the  native  reso- 
lution which  the  lapse  of  sixty  seven  years  from 
that  time  has  not  been  able  to  extinguish  or  abate.* 
The  first  sword  that  waved  in  triumph  upon  the 
surmounted  rampart  at  Yorktown  was  a Rhode 
Island  sword.  The  owner  of  that  sword  as  he 
clambered  up  the  work,  received  upon  his  hands 
and  arms  the  stabs  of  the  bayonets  that  were  aimed 
at  his  life,  and  having  gained  the  summit,  and 
planted  himself  firmly  there,  he  lifted  his  sword 
aloft  in  his  bleeding  hand,  and  called  aloud  to 
friends  and  foes,  “capt.  Stephen  Olney’s  company 
forms  here.” 

To  these  specimens,  marking  the  commencement 
and  close  of  the  great  contest,  Rhode  Island  can 
point  amongst  her  sons.  They  are  specimens  of  men 
of  the  revolution — a race  of  men  who  by  their  pa- 
tient and  more  difficult  courage  which  manfully  en- 
counters suffering  and  privation,  and  disappoint- 
ment, and  disaster,  and  endures  to  the  end,  as  well 
as  by  valor  in  the  field,  and  sagacity  in  council, 

*The  owner  was  not  the  person  who  fired  it.  It 
was  taken  up  suddenly,  and  discharged  by  another 
of  the  party  in  the  boat  with  him. 


have  fairly  won  for  themselves  the  place  they  hold 
in  the  estimation  of  mankind. 

But  it  was  iny  intention,  in  the  sentiment  which 
I shall  offer,  to  turn  the  thoughts  of  this  company 
to  another  class  of  heroic  minds — another  race  of 
devoted  patriots — in  whose  contributions  and  gener- 
ous sacrifices,  in  whose  sufferings  and  tears,  the 
foundations  of  our  independence  were  also  laid.  If 
in  that  time  of  trial  man  did  all  his  part,  woman, 
also,  did  all  hers.  With  a spirit  as  high,  and  with 
an  inward  fire  as  holy  and  as  strong  as  ever  lighted 
man  or  woman  to  the  sternest  or  most  exalted  duty, 
the  American  matron  and  daughter,  sister  and  wife, 
went  to  the  unwonted  tasks,  and  placed  themselves 
in  the  path  of  the  deeper  afflictions  that  arose  and 
multiplied  with  the  events  of  the  conflict.  The 
mansion  and  the  cottage,  the  garden  and  the  field, 
were  every  where  mute  witnesses  of  their  energy 
and  their  endurance.  Let  it  not  be  thought  that 
while  man  was  called  to  more  conspicuous  action, 
and  to  more  public  sacrifices  and  griefs,  the  task  of 
woman  was  comparatively  easy  or  her  burden  light. 
Not  so,  not  so;  her  cup  ol  bitterness,  as  well  as  her 
measure  of  duty,  was  full  and  overflowing.  Did 
not  the  virgin  suffer  when,  generously  sacrificing 
her  private  happiness  to  a proud  sense  of  public 
duty,  she  postponed  the  holy  contract  to  which  her 
faith  and  her  affections  were  plighted  until  she 
could  receive  in  a husband  a faithful  soldier  who 
had  performed  his  whole  tour  of  service  for  the 
war?  Did  not  the  Wife  suffer  when  with  her  own 
hands  she  armed  the  father  of  her  children  and  sent 
him  forth  to  his  battles — calling  up  in  her  bosom 
the  same  spirit  which  prompted  the  spartan  matron 
to  say  to  her  son,  as  she  gave  him  his  shield,  “re- 
turn bearing  thi3,  or  borne  upon  it?”  Did  she  not 
suffer  when  encountering  in  solitude  the  privations 
of  her  once  cheerful  home,  she  turned  her  hands 
not  only  to  womanly,  but  to  manly  toil,  to  provide 
support  for  her  offspring,  or  comforts  for  her  ab- 
sent and  suffering  lord?  Did  she  not  suffer  when 
she  went  forth  to  the  field  and  laid  her  ear  to  the 
ground  to  listen  to  the  sounds  of  distant  battle,  feel- 
ing that  every  sound  which  came  faintly  upon  the 
breeze,  or  found  more  distinct  conveyance  through 
the  vibrations  of  the  solid  soil,  might  be  the  voice 
of  the  fate  of  a son  or  a father,  a brother  or  a hus- 
band? Did  she  not  suffer  when  she  saw  the  partner 
of  her  affections  toil-worn  and  spent  in  war,  with 
poverty  for  his  present  portion;  and  povertyfor  his 
probable  future  destiny?  Did  she  not  suffer  when, 
in  many  an  instance,  she  saw  him  descend  to  the 
grave,  honored  bnt  still  unrequited  by  the  country 
he  contributed  to  save?  And  has  she  not  suffered 
in  the  long,  sad  widowhood  which  such  events 
have  provided  for  her,  and  which  in  many  still  re- 
maining instances  is  the  only  provision  she  owes  to 
her  country?  Sir,  the  females  who  were  connected 
with  the  trials  of  the  revolution  were  a noble  array 
of  martyrs.  And  when  I hear  the  cold  and  miser- 
ly objections  which  are  urged  against  a provision 
for  all  those  who  survive  as  bereaved  relicts  of  de- 
parted soldiers,  I cannot  but  feel  that  such  objec- 
tions are  unworthy  of  the  land  which  has  so  largely 
profited  by  their  sacrifices  and  sufferings. 

I will  propose  a sentiment  to  which  I know 
these  aged  men  about  me  will  readily  respond:  for 
it  is  our  nature,  as  well  as  our  language,  which 
unites  and  expresses,  by  the  same  word,  valor  in 
the  field  with  devotion  to  the  fair— -and  that  gal- 
lantry for  which  they  have  ever  been  distinguished 
still  belongs  to  them  in  both  senses  of  the  word. 

The  widow  of  the  soldiers  of  the  revolution — Let 
her  find  in  the  grateful  piety  of  her  country  some 
recompense  for  her  sacrifices,  and  a solace  for  her 
domestic  desolation. 


THE  BALL  AT  CAMP  WASHINGTON. 

On  Thursday  night  a military  ball  was  given  by 
the  officers  stationed  at  Camp  Washington.  As  it 
was  understood  that  very  extensive  preparations 
were  in  progress  for  the  fete,  it  became  a subject  of 
much  conversation,  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  those 
who  did  not  attend,  we  offer  a few  hasty  words  of 
description. 

The  ground,  which  was  very  suitable  for  the  pur- 
pose, was  rendered  strikingly  romantic,  as  it  exhi- 
bited from  the  Trenton  road,  numberlesslights  among 
the  tents  and  trees.  As  the  company  assembled, 
rockets  were  constantly  sent  up  in  beautiful  variety! 
The  arrangements  for  dancing,  and  the  accommo! 
dation  of  the  guests,  were  planned  with  tasteful  in- 
genuity, and  executed  with  admirable  skill.  Several 
large  tents  extending  over  a smooth  temporary  floor- 
ing, presented  an  ample  space  for  exercise. 

Around  and  along  the  middle  of  the  room  numer- 
ous handsome  lamps  were  suspended  decorated  with 
leaves  and  flowers.  At  intervals  devices  of  arms 
and  musical  instruments,  draped  with  the  colors  of 
the  regiments  and  national  flags,  were  hung  against 
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the  trees  and  supports  within  the  enclosure.  The 
sides  too  were  festooned  with  the  stripes  and  stars, 
and  wreaths  of  laurel  and  other  grateful  foliage  com 
pleted  the  classic  decorations  of  the  ample  canvass. 

Owing  to  the  unfavorable  appearance  of  the  sky 
through  the  day,  the  guests  were  less  numerous  than 
had  been  expected.  About  fifteen  hundred  invita- 
tions had  been  sent  to  various  parts  of  the  country, 
but  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  did  not 
exceed  a few  hundred. 

Amends  however  were  made,  in  the  great  com 
fort  which  an  excessive  crowd  would  have  dimi- 
nished. By  ten  o’clock  the  ladies  had  all  arrived, 
and  when  the  dancing  commenced,  to  the  playing  of 
an  excellent  band,  the  scene  was  highly  picturesque 
and  most  agreeably  exciting.  It  seemed  as  if  the 
gallant  managers  had  selected  the  fairest  of  their 
country  women  to  grace  the  tented  field.  As  we 
surveyed  the  numerous  and  lovely  groups,  we  had 
full  faith  in  the  saying,  that  “the  American  women 
are  the  most  beautiful  in  the  world.”  Their  dresses 
too  in  the  present  tasteful  fashion,  and  the  rich  uni- 
forms of  the  officers,  enhanced  the  attractive  variety 
of  the  spectacle. 

Before  twelve  o’clock  supper  was  announced,  and 
the  company  passed  to  another  area,  erected  and  or- 
namented similarly  to  that  appropriated  for  dancing. 
There,  two  very  long  tables,  united  by  a third  at  the 
top,  were  covered  with  a splendid  and  luxurious  dis- 
play of  fruits  and  confectionary.  Every  thing  was 
profuse  and  excellent,  and  was  arranged  by  Mr. 
Parkinson  in  a style  most  creditable  to  his  ideas  of 
such  artificial  beauty.  Flowing  glasses  and  bright 
eyes  sparkled  around  the  sumptuous  board,  and 
young  hearts  beat  lightly  to  glad  melodies.  As  the 
night  waned  and  quadrilles  were  resumed,  a few  re- 
tired, but  morning  almost  stood  tiptoe  upon  the 
misty  mountain  top,  before  the  sentry  was  left  alone 
upon  his  watch. 

The  large  company  which  thus  enjoyed  the  libe- 
ral and  elegant  hospitality  of  the  officers  of  Camp 
Washington,  will  long  bear  it  in  pleasing  and  grate- 
ful recollection.  [ National  Gazette. 

IMPORTANT  LAW  CASE. 

THE  WHALE  SHIPS. 

From,  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce. 
United  States  circuit  court — Aug.  3d.  Judge  Betts 
presiding. 

The  United  States  vs.  Charles  Jenkins  and  others. 

The  defendants  were  indicted  for  an  endavor  to 
make  a revolt  on  board  the  whaling  ship  Georgia, 
of  New  London,  capt.  J.  P.  Hall.  She  was  regu- 
larly registered  as  an  American  vessel,  but  not 
licensed,  and  was  on  a fishing  voyage  in  the  south 
Atlantic  ocean,  when  the  offence  occurred. 

Evidence  was  adduced  on  the  part  of  the  prose- 
cution which  proved  that  the  prisoners  had  refused 
to  obey  the  captain’s  orders,  and  acted  in  such  a 
way  as  to  clearly  come  under  the  legal  definition  of 
attempting  to  make  a revolt. 

Counsel  lor  the  prisoners  raised  two  objections, 
first,  that  the  United  States  district  attorney  must 
prove  the  American  character  of  the  vessel,  by  the 
production  of  the  custom  house  papers.  Secondly, 
that  a registered  vessel  was  not  authorised  to  en- 
gage in  the  fisheries,  and  therefore  the  defendants 
could  not  be  charged  with  any  offence  committed 
on  board  her. 

The  district  attorney  contended  that,  according 
to  the  law  of  1835,  it  was  only  necessary  to  show 
that  the  vessel  was  de  facto  an  American  vessel, 
owned  by  American  citizens,  claiming  to  be,  and 
in  fact  being  an  American  vessel.  And  that 
although  deprived  of  the  privileges  of  American 
vessels,  according  to  our  revenue  laws,  she  must 
still  be  considered  an  American  vessel  according  to 
the  law  of  1835,  whether  she  was  de  jure  or  not  an 
American  vessel.  Secondly,  that  a register  was 
sufficient  for  this  purpose,  and  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary, by  the  act  of  1793,  to  take  out  a licence 
unless  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  certain  privi- 
leges and  immunities,  but  that  her  not  having  done 
so,  did  not  render  her  the  less  an  American  vessel, 
de  facto  it  not.  de  jure.  . 

The  court  charged  the  jury.  The  defendants 
have  put  in  only  a general  plea  of  not  guilty,  but 
they  have  also  a right  to  avail  themselves  of  any 
thing  which  goes  to  show  they  are  not  guilty.  It 
is  therefore  not  sufficient  to  merely  prove  their  con- 
duct criminal,  in  the  abstract,  but  it  must  be  also 
shown  that  the  act  which  they  have  committed  is 
made  criminal  by  law. 

The  defendants  now  take  the  ground,  that  the 
duty,  an  alledged  breach  of  which  they  are  being 
tried  for,  was  not  obligatory  on  them,  and  that 
therefore  this  court  has  no  jurisdiction  over  them, 
and  cannot  take  cognizance  of  their  conduct,  while 
they  were  on  board  that  vessel. 

If  this  court  were  to  act  solely  on  its  own  im- 
pression it  could  entertain  no  doubt  or  hesitation  in 


relation  to  the  question  — Because  ever  since  1789, 
and  1793,  prosecutions  of  this  sort  have  been  fre- 
quently before  this  court,  and  it  has  always  exer- 
cised jurisdiction  over  them,  and  the  prisoners,  if 
convicted,  have  been  invariably  punished.  The 
court  would  therefore  feel  itself  fully  warranted  in 
adhering  to  that  interpretation  of  the  law,  which  it 
had  heretofore  given,  if  it  had  not  been  suspended 
by  an  expose  of  a high  character. 

It  appears  that  within  the  last  two  months,  a 
question  has  been  raised  in  Rhode  Island,  whether 
men  on  board  a whale  ship,  circumstanced  as  the 
one  now  in  question,  are  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  for  certain  breaches  of  discipline. 
And  that  court  decided  that  they  are  not.  This 
court,  however,  entertains  a different  opinion;  but, 
in  deference  to  the  respected  authority  which  has 
judged  otherwise,  we  shall  not  now  pass  upon  the 
question  without  further  consideration,  but  put  it 
in  a shape  in  which  it  can  be  finally  determined. 
And  if  it  appears  that  this  court  has  been  so  long 
in  error,  we  shall  of  course  alter  our  view  of  the 
law,  but  if  W'e  consider  ourselves  right,  we  shall 
continue  to  entertain  the  same  opinion,  until  it  is 
corrected,  not  by  a court  of  co-ordinate  jurisdic- 
tion, highly  as  we  respect  it,  but  by  that  court  which 
can  alone  overrule  us,  which  is  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States.  The  court  of  Rhode  Island 
and  this  court,  possess  but  the  same  authority,  and 
neither  of  them  have  power  to  lay  down  rules  for 
the  guidance  of  the  other,  except  as  advisary.  We, 
however,  look  to  the  court  of  Rhode  Island  with 
great  respect,  and  if  that  court  had  been  the  first  to 
lay  down  the  rule  in  relation  to  this  question,  we 
would  readily  conclude  to  decide  as  that  court  has 
decided,  until  the  court  at  Washington  determined 
the  matter.  But  this  court  has  for  nearly  forty 
years  decided  differently,  and  it  now  becomes  a 
question  whether  this  court  have  laid  down  the  rule 
correctly,  or  that  the  more  recent  decision  shall  be 
adopted  as  the  right  one. 

The  question  then  arises  thus.  The  law  says, 
that  if  American  seamen  commit  certain  acts,  they 
are  subject  to  be  prosecuted,  and  other  laws  require 
certain  preliminary  conditions  to  be  complied  with, 
before  vessels  can  possess  certain  privileges  and  ad- 
vantages. And  if  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  court 
of  Rhode  Island  is  correct,  it  may  go  no  further 
than  this,  that  all  vessels  sailing  with  a register, 
must  pay  duties  on  oil  and  skins,  like  foreign  ves- 
sels, and  be  liable  to  the  inconveniences  and  disad- 
vantages of  foreign  vessels,  and  yet  the  seamen  on 
board  them  be  subject  and  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
the  United  States. 

This  court  will  now  lay  down  its  view  of  the  law 
in  such  a broad  and  comprehensive  way  as  will  suf- 
fice to  have  the  question  finally  determined. 

I lay  it  down  as  a rule  of  law,  that  persons  are 
subject  to  criminal  prosecutions  for  offences  com- 
mitted on  board  American  vessels,  on  the  high  seas, 
or  in  foreign  ports,  and  that  the  ownership  of  the 
vessel  determines  her  international  character,  with- 
in the  interpretation  of  these  laws.  And  that  the 
ownership  maybe  proved  in  the  same  manner  as 
that  of  any  other  chattel,  and  that  it  is  not  necessa- 
ry for  the  public  prosecutor  to  produce  any  docu- 
mentary evidences.  Such  has  been  the  uniform 
course  of  decision  in  this  circuit  for  years  past,  and 
the  principle  seems  to  be  distinctly  recognised  (5 
Wheat,  199).  It  is  therefore  sufficient  to  prove  by 
parole  evidence  that  the  vessel  was  owned  by  Ame- 
rican citizens. 

Whatever  effect  the  want  of  a license,  and  pro- 
ceeding on  a fishing  voyage  under  a register,  may 
have  as  to  the  privileges  and  advantages  of  the  ship 
under  our  revenue  laws,  her  being  documented  with 
the  one  or  the  other  improperly,  does  not  denation- 
alize the  vessel.  She  may  be  subject  to  duties  and 
disabilities  at  the  custom  house,  as  if  not  document- 
ed at  all,  or  as  if  she  was  a foreign  vessel,  but  no 
act  of  congress  takes  away  her  intrinsic  character 
of  American  property.  But  the  court  will  go  fur- 
ther, and  say  that  vessels  under  a register,  and  not 
having  a license,  can  be  legally  employed  on  a 
whaling  voyage,  and  can  come  into  American  ports 
without  subjecting  themselves  to  the  disadvantages 
or  disabilities  of  foreign  vessels.  And  that  these 
vessels  which  go  to  the  south  Atlantic  ocean,  ought 
to  be  admitted  on  paying  American  tonnage  duties, 
and  no  duty  on  the  oil;  and  that  the  statute  which 
requires  a iicense  refers  to  a different  sort  of  trade. 

The  jury,  bearing  in  mind  these  propositions, 
will  now  retire  to  consider  the  evidence,  and  deter- 
mine on  the  guilt  of  the  defendants.  If  the  jury 
finds  them  guilty,  the  court  will  suspend  their  sen- 
tence until  the  case  is  fully  argued  before  the  judges. 

The  jury  retired  for  a few  minutes,  and  brought 
in  a verdict  of  guilty  against  all  the  prisoners. 

For  the  United  Slates,  the  district  attorney,  Mr. 
Butler.  For  the  prisoners,  Mr.  Nash. 


THE  CASE  OF  MR.  RIDGWAY. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Ridgway,  of  Philadelphia,  upon 
a writ  of  habeas  corpus,  sued  out  on  the  occasion  of 
bail  being  demanded  of  him  for  his  appearance  to 
answer  a criminal  charge,  in  connexion  with  the  late 
bankruptcy  of  T.  W.  Dyott  £ Co.  has,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  character  and  standing  of  the  citizen 
thus  charged,  excited  so  much  and  so  generally  the 
public  attention,  that  it  is  supposed  our  readers  may 
be  desirous  to  know  the  particulars  of  the  imputa- 
tion upon  Mr.  R.  and  of  his  acquittal  of  it.  For 
this  and  other  reasons,  we  copy  the  following  from 
the  Philadelphia  papers. 

[Reported  for  the  Public  Ledger.'] 

COMMONWEALTH  VS.  JACOB  RIDGWAY. 

Court  of  Common  Pleas — before  judges  King,  Ran- 
dall and  Jones.  Habeas  corpus. 

The  defendant  had  been  bound  over  by  the  mayor 
to  answer  the  charge  of  a “conspiracy  with  Dr. 
Dyott  to  defraud  the  community,”  and,  refusing  to 
give  bail  to  the  mayor,  was  committed  to  the  custo- 
dy of  Willis  H.  Blaney,  one  of  the  high  constables, 
and  immediately  sued  out  this  w7rit  of  habeas  corpus. 
The  testimony  on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth 
was  produced,  and  the  case  fully  argued  on  both 
sides  by  counsel,  and  on  Saturday,  August  3d,  1839, 
the  defendant  was  discharged,  the  judges  giving 
their  opinions  seriatim,  all  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  defendant  could  not  be  holden  over  to  an- 
swer. 

Judge  Randall,  who  presided  on  this  trial,  deliver- 
ed his  opinion  as  follows: 

The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  this  case  was  direct- 
ed to  Willis  H.  Blaney,  one  of  the  high  constables 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  who  returned  that  he  held 
the  relator  in  custody  by  virtue  of  a commitment 
signed  by  the  mayor,  charging  him  “with  a conspi- 
racy with  Thomas  W.  Dyott  to  defraud  the  commu- 
nity,” &c. 

A preliminary  exception  was  made  by  the  coun- 
sel for  the  commonwealth  to  the  regularity  or  pro- 
priety of  the  writ  in  the  first  instance,  which,  if  well 
founded,  will  prevent  the  necessity  of  any  further 
examination  of  the  cause,  and  place  the  relator  in 
the  situation  he  was  in  at  the  time  the  writ  issued. 

It  is  said  that  because  the  defendant  was  not  ac- 
tually in  prison,  and  he  being  able  to  give  the  secu- 
rity required,  (his  own  recognizance  only  having 
been  demanded  by  the  mayor),  his  case  is  not  with- 
in the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  habeas  corpus  act.  It 
is  admitted  that  in  cases  where  the  committing  ma- 
gistrate has  no  authority  to  take  bail,  a habeas  cor- 
pus may  issue  to  the  constable  or  other  officer  hav- 
ing the  defendant  in  charge;  but  a distinction  is  en- 
deavored to  be  drawn  between  such  a case  and  one 
in  which  the  magistrate  may  take  bail  and  the  party 
be  able  to  procure  it.  I am  unable  to  perceive  any 
such  distinction;  on  the  contrary,  I think  the  case 
both  within  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  act. 

The  object  of  the  habeas  corpus  act  was  to  pre- 
vent any  wrongful  or  illegal  restraint  of  personal  li- 
berty; and  whenever  a person  is  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  going  when  and  where  he  pleases,  he  is 
restrained  of  hia  liberty,  and  has  a right  to  inquire 
if  that  restraint  be  illegal  and  wrongful,  whether  it 
be  a jailer,  constable,  or  private  individual.  It  13 
not  necessary  that  the  degradation  of  being  incarce- 
rated in  a prison  should  be  undergone  to  entiile  any 
citizen  who  may  consider  himself  unjustly  charged 
with  a breach  of  the  laws  to  a hearing.  The  whole 
spirit  of  the  law  is  in  favor  of  liberty,  and,  if  the 
words  were  doubtful,  it  should  be  construed  liberally 
in  favor  of  that  blessing.  But  the  case  is  also  with- 
in the  strict  letter  of  the  law.  The  act  declares,  “if 
any  person  shall  be  or  stand  committed  ordetained 
for  any  criminal  or  supposed  criminal  matter,  un- 
less lor  treason  or  felony,”  &c.  he  shall  (in  vaca- 
tion) apply  to  a judge,  who  is  required  to  award 
and  grant  a writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  be  “directed 
to  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  custody  the  priso- 
ner is  detained;”  and  “the  officer,  sheriff)  jailer, 
keeper,  or  other  person  whatsoever  to  w'hom  the 
same  shall  be  directed,”  is  requited  to  bring  the 
prisoner  before  the  judge  who  awards  the  writ. — 
This,  and  some  other  portions  of  our  habeas  corpus 
act,  have  been  copied  from  the  British  statute  of 
’31,  case  2,  ch.  2,  under  which  it  has  been  express- 
ly decided  that  a constable  is  within  that  provision 
of  it  which  imposes  a penalty  for  refusing  a copy  of 
the  commitment.  (1  Strange,  126).  And  in  one  of 
the  cases  cited  in  another  "part  of  this  examination 
by  the  counsel  for  the  commonwealth,  on  a charge 
similar  to  the  present,  (conspiracy),  the  habeas  cor- 
pus was  issued  by  the  chief  justice,  and  directed  to 
a constable,  who  made  the  return. 

This  point  being  disposed  of,  it  becomes  necessa- 
ry to  consider  what  is  the  offence  with  which  the 
relator  is  charged,  and  what  is  the  evidence  exhibit- 
ed in  it*  support. 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  hearing,  the  counsel 
for  the  commonwealth  staled  five  distinct  and  spe- 
cific charges,  or  what,  perhaps,  may  properly  be 
termed  counts;  but,  in  conclusion,  these  were  re- 
duced to  three,  viz: 

1.  Conspiracy  to  established  an  unlawful  bank. 

2.  Conspiracy  to  support  an  unlawful  bank,  with 
a false  capital. 

3.  Conspiracy  to  support  an  unlawful  bank,  with 
a false  capital,  knowing  the  representation  of  capital 
to  be  false. 

And  each  of  these  with  a view  to  cheat  and  de- 
fraud the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth. 

It  appears  to  be  conceded  that  the  English  doc- 
trine of  conspiracy  is  in  a great  degree  in  force  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  that  a conspiracy  to  cheat  may 
be  punished  here  by  indictment,  although  in  at  least 
one  of  our  sister  states  it  has  been  held  that  no  con- 
spiracy to  commit  a civil  injury  can  be  punished 
criminally,  unless  the  act,  if  done  by  an  individual, 
would  be  the  subject  of  an  indictment.  [4  Hal- 
stead, 293.] 

To  make  the  conspiracy  an  indictable  offence, 
even  in  England,  there  must  be  either  a direct  in- 
tention that  injury  shall  result  from  it,  or  the  object 
must  be  to  benefit  the  conspirators  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  public  or  the  oppression  of  individuals.  And 
as  this  is  a class  of  cases  in  which  direct  and  positive 
proof  can  seldom  be  obtained,  resort  must  be  had  to 
the  acts  and  declarations  of  the  parties,  to  prove  as 
well  the  combination  as  the  motives  of  the  parties 
entering  into  it. 

In  the  present  case,  it  is  not  alleged  there  is  any 
direct  proof  of  criminal  combination;  but,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  it,  the  commonwealth  has 
given  in  evidence  the  testimony  of  the  relator  as 
given  by  him  before  the  insolvent  court  on  the  ap- 
plication of  Thomas  W.  Dyott  for  the  benfit  of  the 
insolvent  laws  in  February  last,  some  other  docu- 
mentary evidence,  and  has  examined  a number  of 
witnesses;  from  all  of  which  it  appears  that  some 
time  prior  to  the  9th  of  May,  1S36,  Thomas  W. 
Dyott  established  a banking  institution  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  by  the  name  of  the  Manual  Labor 
bank,  on  that  day  (9lh  May)  executed  a bond  and 
warrant  of  attorney  to  Stephen  Simpson,  Samuel  S. 
Sneyd,  Peter  A.  Calder,  and  John  A.  Rowe,  in  the 
penalty  of  $500,000,  stating  that  “he  had  already 
issued,  and  was  about  to  issue,  his  certain  promisso- 
ry notes  for  various  sums  of  money,”  and  had  “al- 
ready received,  and  is  also  about  to  receive  and 
hold  in  deposite,  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
left  and  deposited  with  him  at  his  said  banking 
house.”  The  condition  of  the  bond  was  for  the 
faithful  payment  and  discharge  of  those  notes  and 
deposites,  or,  in  default  thereof,  execution  to  issue 
against  his  real  estate.  Judgment  was  entered  on 
his  bond  in  the  distiict  court  for  the  city  and  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia  on  the  1 1th  of  May,  1836,  and 
the  warrant  of  attorney  filed. 

In  April,  1837,  a run  w'as  commenced  on  the 
bank  by  the  note  holders  and  depositors,  which  Dr. 
Dyott  was  unable  to  meet  without  assistance.  He 
then  applied  to  the  relator  (who  had  before  that 
time  occasionally  discounted  his  notes  or  loaned  him 
money)  for  aid.  The  relator  agreed  to  advance 
money  from  time  to  time  on  receiving  satisfactory 
security  for  its  repayment,  and  on  the  6th  of  April, 
1337,  Doct.  Dyott  executed  his  bond  and  warrant 
of  attorney  in  favor  of  the  relator  in  the  penalty  of 
$40,000,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  such  mo- 
neys as  might  be  advanced  to  him:  and  as  a further 
security,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1837,  Dr.  D.  assigned 
to  the  relator  an  invoice  of  glass  ware  said  to  be 
in  stores  in  Second,  above  Arch  street,  and  valued 
by  Dr.  D.  at  $93,899  26.  The  run  on  the  bank 
continued  until  the  general  suspension  of  specie 
payments  in  May,  1837.  During  that  time  the  re- 
lator advanced  about  $30,000.  His  whole  advance 
during  the  year  1837  being  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$50,000. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  1837,  Messrs.  Simpson,  Sneyd, 
and  others,  executed  an  assignment  of  the  bond  for 
$500,000  to  the  relator,  to  hold  the  same  “in  trust 
for  the  uses  and  purposes”  in  the  said  bond  mention- 
ed: this  assignment  was  entered  on  record  on  the 
22d  of  May,  1837,  and  the  judgment  marked  to  the 
use  of  the  relator.  The  existence  of  the  bond  as  a 
security  for  the  bank  had  been  published  in  the  news- 
papers, but  without  the  names  of  the  obligees  or 
trustees.  Soon  after  the  assignment,  the  advertise- 
ment was  altered  by  Dr.  Dyott,  inserting  the  name  of 
“Jacob  Ridgway,  trustee  and  bond  holder.” 

Dr.  Dyott  wa9  the  owner  of  considerable  real  es- 
tate which  he  valued  at  $2(J0,000,  though  the  rela- 
tor never  considered  it  worth  orie-third  of  that  sum, 
and  on  one  occasion  told  the  doctor  that  it  would  not 
bring  $50,000.  What  was  in  reality  the  value  of 
it  does  imt  appear.  He  also  possessed  considerable 
personal  property,  but  on  the  1st  of  July,  1S37,  he 
assigned  all  bis  stock  (including  the  glass  ware 


which  had  been  assigned  as  collateral  security  to 
the  relator)  to  J.  B.  & C.  W.  Dyott,  his  son  and 
nephew,  for  the  nominal  sum  of  $150,000.  When 
the  transfer  became  known  to  the  relator  does  not 
appear,  further  than  as  he  states  in  his  testimony. 
On  ascertaining  the  fact,  he  required,  in  lieu  thereof, 
additional  security  for  his  debt,  and  on  the  1st  of 
February,  1838,  he  received  the  bond  of  T.  W. 
Dyott  and  J.  B & C.  W.  Dyott  for  $45,594  88,  and 
on  the  20th  of  May  of  the  same  year  another  bond 
of  the  same  parties  for  $13,879  67.  He  continued 
his  advances  until  September,  1838,  in  various  sums, 
amounting  in  all  during  thatyear  (including  the  pur- 
chase of  the  mortgages  of  $5,000  each)  to  the  sum 
of  $49,460. 

After  the  assignment  of  the  bond  to  the  relator,  and 
the  advertisement  of  his  name  as  trustee  and  bond 
holder,  many  of  the  witnesses  who  have  been  ex- 
amined called  on  him  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
notes  and  the  security  of  the  deposites.  He  always 
stated  his  belief  in  their  security,  but  generally  stat- 
ed that  belief  to  be  founded  on  the  representation  of 
Dr,  Dyott,  but  on  some  occasions  he  appeared  to 
speak  without  reference  to  the  statements  of  Dr.  D. 
These  statements  were  made  in  1837;  in  November 
of  that  year  he  said  to  one  witness  who  called  on 
him  that  he  believed  the  real  or  personal  estate  of  the 
doctor  was  sufficient  to  pay  his  debts,  and  that  in  his 
opinion  the  notes  of  the  Manual  Labor  bank  were 
better  than  those  of  the  loan  or  savings  institutions. 
While  conversing  with  this  witness,  some  persons 
came  in  and  offered  to  sell  real  estate  in  Southwark, 
and  receive  Manual  Labor  bank  notes  in  payment, 
but  he  declined  the  purchase.  In  the  spring  of  1838, 
when  asked  his  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  notes, 
he  referred  to  his  own  practice:  he  w'as  then  receiv- 
ing the  notes  in  payments  due  to  himself. 

In  a conversation  with  Dr.  D.  in  October,  1837, 
the  regulator  told  him  that  his  (D.’s)  credit  had  been 
so  shaken  that  he  (R.)  doubted  whether  he  could 
pay  all  the  demands  against  him,  and  advised  him  to 
sell  his  property  and  pay  what  he  could;  this  was 
denied  by  the  doctor,  who  continued  to  assert  his 
ability  to  pay  all  he  owed. 

In  his  testimony  before  the  insolvent  court,  the  re- 
lator declared  that  he  had  never  been  in  the  banking 
house  but  once,  and  in  the  store  of  Dr.  D.  but  eight 
times  during  the  operations  of  the  bank;  a witness 
has  been  examined  who  swears  that,  in  the  summer 
of  1838,  he  saw  the  relator,  on  (our  different  Sun- 
days, early  in  the  morning,  at  D.’s  house:  twice  saw 
him  coming  out,  and  twice  saw  him  through  the 
window,  sitting  with  his  back  towards  the  blinds, 
which  were  down. 

Another  witness,  who  resides  in  the  Norlhren  Li- 
berties, states  he  frequently  saw  the  relator  in  his  car 
riage  or  gig  in  front  of  D.’s  door,  between  May  and 
September,  1838;  saw  him  at  least  two  or  three 
times  a week,  always,  however,  remaining  in  the 
gig,  and  talking  to  Dr.  D.  This  witness  further 
stated  that  he  was  a depositor,  and  that  when  he 
commenced  his  deposites  he  w'as  informed  by  Mr. 
Simpson  and  Dr.  D.  that  Mr.  Ridgway  was  secu- 
rity (or  the  bank;  in  this  latter  part  he  is  evidently 
mistaken,  as  his  deposites  commenced,  as  appears 
by  his  book,  in  November,  1S36;  the  relator  did  not 
become  ti  usfee,  nor  was  his  name  connected  with 
the  bank,  until  May,  1837.  On  the  11th  Septem- 
ber, 1838,  the  bond  for  $500,000  was  reassigned  by 
the  relator  to  the  original  obligees,  (Simpson,  Sny- 
der, et  al.)  and  the  judgment  marked  to  their  use;  no 
other  notice  was  given  of  this  reassignment  at  that 
time;  but  at  a meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the  bank 
in  November  of  thatyear,  the  fact  of  the  reassign- 
ment was  mentioned;  that  meeting  was  called  for 
the  purpose  of  devising  means  to  enable  the  bank 
to  continue  in  operation;  a committee  was  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  relator  and  solid  from  him  a loan  of 
$30,000,  but  he  declined  making  any  further  ad- 
vances, and  no  other  efforts  appear  to  have  been  made 
by  the  committee. 

I think  this  summary  view  of  the  evidence  con- 
tains every  fact  in  any  way  material  either  for  the 
prosection  or  defence,  and  on  this  the  counsel  for  the 
commenwealth  insist  that  the  relator  be  bound  over 
to  answer  one  or  all  of  the  specifications  or  counts  be- 
fore mentioned,  and  they  urge  that  there  is  at  least 
probable  cause  to  put  him  on  his  trial;  that  a bind- 
ing over  can  do  no  harm;  if  he  is  not  guilty  he  will 
be  acquitted  by  a jury,  and  his  character  triumphant- 
ly vindicated. 

It  is  true  that  a binding  over  by  a committing  ma- 
gistrate or  by  a judge,  after  a hearing  on  habeas  cor- 
pus, oug/if  nofto  prejudice  a defendant  on  his  trial 
before  a jury,  inasmuch  as  the  testimony  is  almost 
always,  and  has  been  in  this  case,  entirely  ex  parte, 
no  evidence  having  been  admitted  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant;  and  if  the  evidence  is  such  as  to  satisfy 
the  magistrate  or  judge  that  there  is  probable  cause  to 
believe  that  the  defendant  has  been  guilty-'  of  a breach 
of  the  criminal  laws  of  the  country,  it  is  his  duty  to 


bind  him  over  for  trial  by  a jury,  where  his  defence 
will  be  heard  and  his  guilt  or  innocence  determined. 
But  if,  after  a full  examination  of  the  testimony  for 
the  commonwealth,  he  is  satisfied  either  that  the  laws 
have  not  been  infracted , or  that  the  defendant  was 
not  a parly  to  such  infraction,  it  is  equally  his  duty 
to  discharge  the  accused  from  arrest. 

The  first  charge  or  specification  has  been  but 
slightly  insisted  on,  and  properly  so;  there  is  no  part 
of  the  evidence  which  connects  the  relator  with  the 
establishment  of  this  bank;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
proved  to  have  been  in  existence  before  he  had  any 
connexion  with  Dyott;  and,  again,  the  conspiracy 
(ifany)  was  merged  in  the  consummation  of  the  act, 
the  establishment  of  the  bank. 

But  it  is  said,  if  the  proof  is  that  the  bank  w'as  es- 
tablished, and  the  conspiracy  merged,  it  is  our  duty 
to  bind  over  the  relator  for  tlie  offence  of  establish- 
ing an  unlawful  bank;  this,  however,  is  not  the  mode 
of  punishing  such  an  offence;  the  bank,  if  unlawful, 
is  made  so  by  the  act  of  22d  March,  1817,  and  the 
penalty  is  a fine,  recoverable  as  debts  of  a like 
amount  are  by  law  recoverable,  that  is,  by  action, 
and  not  by  indictment.  The  13th  section  of  the  act 
of  the  21st  March,  1806,  provides  that  “in  all  cases 
where  a remedy  is  provided,  or  any  thing  or  things 
directly  to  be  done,  by  any  act  of  assembly,  the  di- 
rections of  the  act  shall  be  strictly  pursued,  and  no 
penally  shall  be  inflicted  or  any  thing  done  agreea- 
bly to  the  common  law,  further  than  is  necessary 
for  carrying  such  act  or  acts  into  effect.”  This  then 
is  a case  precisely  within  the  words  of  the  statute;  a 
remedy  is  provided,  the  punishment  is  fixed,  and  the 
mode  of  enforcing  it  pointed  out;  if  fhe  remedy  by 
indictment  should  also  be  permilted,  the  party  would 
be  subject  to  two  penalties  for  one  offence,'  which 
can  never  for  one  moment  be  tolerated. 

The  remaining  charges  or  specifications  may  pro- 
perly be  considered  together;  in  support  of  them, 
the  commonwealth  urges — 

1st.  The  acceptance  of  the  assignment,  and  mak- 
ing reassignment  of  the  bond  for  $500,000. 

2d.  The  frequent  interviews  between  the  relator 
and  Dyott. 

3d.  The  representations  uniformly  made  of  the 
solvency  of  the  bank;  and 

4th.  The  relator’s  representations  of  solvency  af- 
ter he  knew  of  the  fraudulent  transfer  of  the  goods 
assigned  to  him  as  collateral  security. 

Without  stopping  now  to  inquire  into  the  legal  ef- 
fect of  the  assignment,  or  how  far  a trustee  can  di- 
vest himself  oi  a trust  except  in  the  mode  pointed 
out  by  law  let  us  inquire  what  possible  benefit  could 
result  to  the  relator,  or  injury  to  the  creditors  of  Dr. 
Dyott,  by  the  assignment  or  re-assignment  of  the 
bond:  the  judgment  had  been  entered,  and  was  a lien 
on  the  real  estate  of  Dyott  before  it  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  relator;  the  objects  oftrustsof  the  bond 
were  on  record,  and  could  not  be  changed;  the  as- 
signment, whether  legal  or  illegal,  did  not  change 
nor  lessen  the  rights  or  interests  of  the  creditors,  or 
in  any  way  increase  the  security  of  the  assignee;  the 
assignment  and  delivery  to  him  was  in  effect  nothing 
more  than  if  the  bond  had  been  deposited  in  the 
vault  of  a bank  or  other  places  ofsecurity  until  call- 
ed for  by  the  parties  interested.  But,  it  has  been 
argued  as  though  the  reassignment  of  the  bond  was 
a surrender  to  Dr.  Dyott  of  the  rights  of  the  credi- 
tors, and  that  at  all  events  public  notice  should  have 
been  given  to  put  creditors  on  their  guard.  If  sa- 
tisfaction had  been  entered  on  the  record,  or  any 
part  of  the*  real  estate  of  Dr.  D.  had  been  released 
from  the  lien  of  the  judgment,  then  indeed  the  cre- 
ditors might  have  had  ample  cause  to  complain;  but 
such  is  not  the  case:  the  judgment  is  as  much  in 
force,  and  is  in  reality  as  great  a security  now  as  it 
was  the  first  moment  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
relator,  the  only  difference  being  that  the  names  of 
other  persons  must  be  used  to  enforce  it,  and,  should 
the}'  be  unwilling  to  act,  ample  power  is  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  creditors  to  have  active  and  willing 
trustees  substituted.  ° 

As  to  the  frequent  interviews  with  doctor  Dyoff, 
the  only  circumstance  that  could  make  these  at  all 
material,  is  the  statement  of  the  relator  that  he  had 
been  but  seldom  at  Dyott’s  house;  but  that  statement 
was  made  long  after  the  bank  had  exploded,  when 
Dr.  Dyott  was  under  examination  before  the  insol- 
vent court,  and  when  the  declaration,  if  untrue 
could  have  no  possible  effect  either  in  benefiting  him 
or  injuring  others.  But,  supposing  it  to  be  correct 
his  visits,  according  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Gilles- 
pie, were  iri  open  day,  he  always  remained  in  his 
eig  or  carriage  in  the  street,  and  sometimes  fora  con- 
siderable space  of  time;  there  was  no  concealment 
or  secrecy  in  them  such  as  to  induce  a supposition 
that  a corrupt  bargain  or  conspiracy  was  being  con- 
cocted; and,  as  to  the  visits  of  Dyott  to  the  relator, 
of  which  so  much  has  been  said,  they  are  explained 
at  once  by  a reference  to  the  account  between  the 
parties,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the 
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pressure  of  April  and  May,  1837,  the  advances  of 
money  by  the  relator  were  almost  daily,  and  some- 
times twice  on  the  same  day. 

The  representations  of  the  solvency  of  Dyott  to 
the  various  persons  who  have  been  examined,  re- 
main to  be  considered.  That  he  uniformly  stated 
his  belief  of  the  ability  of  Dr.  Dyott  to  pay  his  debts 
and  redeem  all  his  engagements,  until  the  reassign- 
ment ot  the  bond,  is  undoubted,  and  whether  these 
representations  are  to  make  him  liable  to  a criminal 
prosecution,  or  not,  must  depend  on  the  motives  with 
which  they  were  made:  these  are  to  bn  ascertained 
from  a view  of  the  whole  evidence.  It  must  be  re- 
collected that  this  is  not  an  inquiry  whether  the  re- 
lator has,  or  has  not,  by  his  acts,  made  himself  liable 
to  the  creditors  of  the  bank  for  the  amount  of  their 
debts;  that  is  a question  with  which  we  have  no- 
thing to  do  here;  the  only  question  for  us  to  deter- 
mine being,  is  Iheir  cause  to  put  him  on  trial  as  a cri- 
minal? It  will  be  recollected  that,  with  few  excep- 
tions, his  statements  were  made  to  persons  who  call- 
ed on  him  at  his  own  house  for  information,  and  in 
almost  every  instance  he  informed  the  parties  inquir- 
ing, that  his  information  was  founded  on  the  repre- 
sentations of  Dr.  Dyott;  the  cases  of  exception  are 
his  recommendation  of  the  notes  to  Mr.  Dowell,  in 
the  market,  and  his  advice  to  Mr.  Bean;  but  these 
were  made  at  a time  when  the  notes  were  generally 
in  circulation,  when  he  was  advancing  his  own  mo- 
ney to  Dyott  iit  support  of  his  representations, 
and  which  he  continued  to  do  for  more  than  a year 
after  making  these  representations. 

If  these  representations  are  to  make  him  liable  to 
a criminal  prosecution,  then  would  some  of  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  commonwealth  be  in  great  danger,  if 
their  other  creditors  should  think  proper  to  prose- 
cute them  for  a conspiracy.  It  is  hardly  probable 
that  the  respectable  witness  whom  Dr.  D.  visited 
at  his  house,  and  who,  when  he  saw  one  of  the  notes 
doubted  in  the  market,  offered  to  give  silver  for  it, 
supposed  he  was  risking  more  than  the  loss  of  his 
money,  the  amount  of  the  note  offered. 

But  it  is  said  that  Dr.  Dyott  having  embezzled  the 
goods  pledged  to  him  as  a collateral  security,  the 
lelator  must  have  been  aware  of  his  dishonesty,  and 
tuat  he  still  continued  his  recommendation.  The 
evidence  is,  that  as  soon  as  he  discovered  the  remo- 
val of  the  goods,  he  demanded  additional  security 
on  the  bond  of  J.  B.  and  C.  W.  Dyott,  dated  1st 
February,  1838;  and  we  find  that  after  that  period 
he  advanced  to  Dr.  D.  upwards  of  $ 49,000 ; the  in- 
ference is  therefore  irresistable,  that  the  cause  of 
removal  was  satisfactorily  explained. 

Is  there  then  in  all  this  evidence  any  thing  tend- 
ing to  prove  that  the  relator,  in  making  these  repre- 
sentations, intended  that  injury  should  result  from 
them  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  made?  or 
that  he  was  to  be  in  any  way  benefitted  by  them? 

I think  not;  that  he  truly  believed  what  he  said,  is, 
I think,  undoubted,  from  the  fact  that  he  continued 
to  advance  his  own  money  to  the  last,  and  that  he 
is  now  a loser  of  upwards  of  $50,000  by  his  credu- 
lity. 

But  were  the  representations  of  the  solvency  of 
the  bank  untrue?  It  is  a fact  on  which  we  cannot 
shut  our  eyes,  although  not  given  in  evidence  on 
this  hearing,  that,  on'the  application  of  Dr.  Dyott 
for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws,  he  was  oppos- 
ed on  the  ground  that  he  had  colluded  with  various 
of  his  relatives  to  conceal  property  of  greater  value 
than  all  the  debts  he  owed;  that  such  was  the  testi- 
mony against  hirn,  we  felt  ourselves  compelled  to 
bind  him  over  for  trial  lor  this  concealment,  and  it  is  of 
public  notoriety  that  he  has  been  convicted;  if,  then, 
this  conviction  is  correct,  and  we  presume  it  to  be 
so,  Dr.  Dvott  was  perfectly  solvent  and  able  (o  pay 
all  his  debts  when  these  representations  were  made. 

I have  examined  with  care  all  the  cases  cited  by 
counsel  for  the  commonwealth,  and  many  others, 
and  I have  been  unable  to  find  a single  authority 
that  would  justify  us  in  holding  the  relator  to  an- 
swer this  charge  on  the  evidence  that  has  been  ex- 
hibited to  us.  The  cases  cited,  have  for  the  most 
part  been  civil  actions  to  recover  damages  sustained 
by  the  plaintiff,  by  the  false  and  fraudulent  repre- 
sentations of  credit  by  a defendant— many  of  them 
of  a most  flagrant  kind;  but  no  intimation  is  given 
in  any  of  them  of  the  propriety  or  possibility  of  a 
criminal  prosecution  for  such  an  offence.  Indeed, 
until  ihe  case  of  Parley  et  al.  vs.  Freeman,  (3  Jones’ 
rep.  51),  it  was  doubted  whether  a civil  action 
would  lie,  even  when  the  false  affirmation  of  credit 
was  made  with  intent  to  cheat  the  plaintiff. 

I have  before  said  that  with  the  civil  liability  of 
the  relator  we  have  nothing  to  do,  if  he  has  by  his 
representations  made  himself  liable  to  the  creditors 
of  Dr.  Dyott  for  the  amount  of  their  claims;  that  is 
a question  referable  to  another  tribunal,  and  to  be 
determined  in  another  form,  and  on  which  we  are 
not  required,  nor  do  we  desire  to  express  an  opi- 
nion. 


At  the  outset  of  this  cause  I adjourned  the  hear- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me  to  invite  the  aid 
and  assistance  of  my  brethren  of  the  bench  on  the 
examination.  This  was  promptly  and  kindly  ren- 
dered, although  at  great  personal  inconvenience  to 
themselves. 

We  have  since  been  seperated,  and  have  sepa- 
rately considered  the  evidence  exhibited  in  support 
of  the  prosecution.  Within  a few  hours  I have  re- 
ceived from  each  of  them  a written  opinion,  (which 
I will  presently  proceed  to  read),  containing  the 
conclusion  at  which  they  have  arrived.  They  both 
concur  with  ine  in  the  opinion  that  no  criminal  con- 
spiracy has  been  proved,  and  that  the  relator  must 
be  discharged. 

It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  testimony  before 
the  court  was  different  from  that  before  the  mayor. 
Several  witnesses,  and  among  them  one  said  to  be 
the  most  important  for  the  commonwealth,  who  were 
examined  there,  were  not  examined  in  court.  What 
effect  their  testimony  would  have  had  it  is  impossi- 
ble lo  tell.  Should  the  counsel  for  the  common- 
wealth think  they  can  present  a different  case  at  a 
future  day,  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  this  decision 
does  not  preclude  them  from  sending  a bill  to  the 
grand  jury  whenever  they  may  think  proper  so  to  do. 

OPINION  OF  JUDGE  KING. 

The  mayor  of  Philadelphia,  after  a full  and  elabo- 
rate examination  and  consideration  of  the  testimony 
adduced  by  the  prosecution,  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  sufficient  probable  cause  had  been  exhibited  to 
him  to  require  the  defendent  to  enter  into  recogni- 
zance for  his  appearance  at  the  court  of  criminal 
sessions,  to  answer  the  charge  of  conspiring  with 
Thomas  W.  Dyott  to  defraud  the  community.  In 
arriving  at  this  result,  I presume  that  he  considered 
the  prosecution  to  have  failed  in  all  the  various  other 
charges  supposed  to  grow  out  of  the  testimony,  and 
to  rest  on  the  broad  foundation  of  a criminal  combi- 
nation between  the  parties  to  cheat  and  defraud 
through  the  device  of  an  unlawful  bank,  with  a pre- 
tended and  fictitious  capital.  Such,  at  least,  are  the 
views  I take  of  the  case,  and  unless  the  testimony  is 
adequate  for  this  purpose,  it  is  without  efficacy  as 
to  proof  of  any  other  criminal  liability.  Viewing 
the  commitment  of  the  mayor  as  substantially, 
though  perhaps  not  formally,  the  only  one  which  the 
evidence  before  him  indicated,  it  remains  for  us  to 
consider  whether,  according  to  the  evidence  exhibited 
to  us,  we  are  required  to  concur  in  or  dissent  from 
his  views,  as  expressed  in  his  commitment.  If  our 
conclusions  should  be  at  issue  with  his,  it  is  due  to 
this  respectable  officer  to  observe  that  we  are  with- 
out the  testimony  of  the  chief  witness,  on  which  it 
is  probable  his  adjudication  mainly  rested.  I allude 
to  the  testimony  of  Stephen  Simpson,  who,  when 
required  to  testily  before  us,  declined  doing  so  on 
grounds,  the  coirectness  of  which  we  felt  bound  by 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  commonwealth  to 
recognize.  The  subject  before  us  is,  therefore,  ra- 
ther the  examination  of  a new  case,  than  the  revi- 
sion of  a former  decision. 

The  first  element  in  the  correct  determination  of 
any  proposition  submitted  to  the  understanding  is 
exactness  in  the  appreciation  of  the  thing  to  be  de- 
termined upon.  It  is  to  the  want  of  clearness  in 
this  particular  that  much  misunderstanding  as  to 
this  case  is  to  be  attributed.  I have  said  that  the 
testimony  either  sufficiently  establishes  a conspira- 
cy to  defraud  the  public,  through  the  instrumentali- 
ty of  an  unlawful  bank,  with  a fictitious  or  exagge- 
rated capital,  or  that  it  altogether  fails  in  fixing  any 
criminal  liability  on  the  defendant.  In  this  view  of 
the  matter,  what  then  is  the  subject  submitted  to 
us?  It  is  simply  and  plainly  whether  the  prosecu- 
tion has,  independently  of  the  testimony  of  Stephen 
Simpson,  shown  to  us  sufficient  probable  cause 
to  satisfy  us  judicially  that  Jacob  Ridgw’ay  has 
fraudulently  and  corruptly  combined  and  confede- 
rated with  Thomas  W.  Dyott  to  cheat  and  defraud 
the  citizens,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Manual  Labor  bank.  It  is  not  a question  whether 
Thomas  W.  Dyott  has  individually  been  guilty  of 
fraudulent  practices,  or  even  whether  such  an  impu- 
tation can  be  fairly  charged  on  Jacob  Ridgway;  but 
whether,  according  to  the  evidence  adduced  before 
us,  these  parties  have,  by  pre-concert  and  pre-ar- 
rangement, united  in  a formed  design  to  cheat  the 
public.  The  vital  principle  of  this  charge  is  the 
fraudulent  and  corrupt  combination  between  the  al- 
leged confederates  in  crime;  and  this  combination 
the  commonwealth  must  prove,  either  by  direct  evi- 
dence, or  through  the  exhibition  of  such  circum- 
stances as  necessarily  tend  to  its  establishment.  The 
crime  of  criminal  conspiracy  to  cheat  and  defraud 
is  a grave  one,  and  may,  if  established,  be  punished 
to  the  extent  of  seven  years  in  the  solitude  of  a pe- 
nal cell.  Such  a crime  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  charg- 
ed on  any  man  from  vague  circumstances,  strained 
presumptions,  or  jealous  surmises.  Any  citizen, 


be  he  humble  or  lofty,  who  has  lived  a life  of  un- 
suspected integrity  in  the  community;  has  the  fair 
right  to  require  of  an  examining  tiibunal  that,  be- 
for  he  is  to  be  arraigned  as  a felon  at  the  bar  of  cri- 
minal justice,  reasonable  preliminary  proof  of  his 
guilt  should  be  adduced.  A mere  binding  over  to 
answer  for  a crime  is  a thing  very  flippantly  talked 
of  even  by  professional  men;  but  common  sense 
and  observation  show  that  such  a result  never  fails, 
where  the  charge  is  infamous,  in  inflicting  an  injury 
on  'the  feelings  and  fame,  which  is  rarely,  if  ever, 
healed.  Every  dictate  of  reason,  and  every  impulse 
of  humanity,  render  these  principles  indisputable.  It 
is  also  just  as  true  that,  in  every  criminal  investi- 
gation, the  testimony  should  apply  to  the  offence 
charged.  Whatever  other  moral  delinquencies  or 
legal  liabilities  it  may  tend  to  prove  different  from 
the  offence  charged,  they  can  only  be  considered  so 
far  as  they  may  tend  to  establish  such  offence.  This 
principle  is  of  the  last  degree  of  importance  to  the 
safety  of  every  citizen.  Without  it,  liberty  would 
be  a baseless  shadow,  and  public  justice  a wicked 
mockery.  It  may  be  true  that  Jacob  Ridgway  has 
been  guilty  of  such  a breach  of  trust  in  reference 
to  the  mariner  in  which  his  duties  under  the  trust 
bond  have  been  executed,  as  to  render  him  respon- 
sible to  the  extent  of  the  sum  which  that  instru- 
ment purports  to  secure.  It  may  be  that,  indepen- 
dently of  his  fiduciary  character,  he  has  rendered 
himself  personably  liable  to  some  or  all  of  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  Manual  Laber  bank,  in  consequence  of 
misrepresenting  the  pecuniary  means  of  its  found- 
er and  the  solvency  of  his  bank.  It  may  be  that  he 
has  subjected  himself,  to  penalties  under  the  laws  of 
the  commonwealth  for  the  restraint  and  punishment 
of  unlawful  banking.  For  all  these,  and  any  other 
imputations  urged  against  him,  he  may  be  called  to 
answer  in  due  course  of  law.  But  the  matter  in 
hand  is  none  of  these,  and  upon  them  I give  no 
opinion.  It  is  whether  Jacob  Ridgway  shall  or 
shall  not  be  bound  over  by  us  to  a criminal  court,  to 
answer  for  an  infamous  offence,  for  which,  if  con- 
victed, he  must  undergo  the  punishment  of  the  rob- 
ber and  the  felon.  From  this  result  the  creditors  of 
the  Manual  Labor  bank  could  legitimately  derive  no 
personal  or  pecuniary  benefit.  Nor  would  Jacob 
Ridgway  satisfy  one  cent  of  any  legal  liability  he 
may  be  under  to  any  creditor  of  this  bank,  if  he 
were  detained  in  penal  confinement  under  the  ac- 
tion of  this  prosecution,  until  he  gasped  in  a dun- 
geon his  latest  breath.  He  who  reflects  on  these 
things  with  the  dispassionate  calmness  which  ought 
always  to  pertain  to  him  who  assumes  to  pass  judg- 
ment on  the  actions  of  his  fellow  men,  will  readily 
see  the  necessity  of  keeping,  in  such  an  inquiry, 
things  separate  which  are  in  themselves  distinct; 
and  will  as  readily  appreciate  the  monstrous  injus- 
tice of  holding  a party  guilty  of  an  infamous  crime, 
who  may  have  incurred,  even  under  censurable  cir- 
cumstances, a mere  civil  liability. 

A breach  of  duty  as  a trustee,  and  deliberate 
crime — misrepresentations  as  to  another  man’s  pe- 
cuniary means,  and  conspiracy  with  him  to  defraud 
the  community — are  different  things;  and  even  if 
the  testimony  should,  before  (he  appropriate  tribu- 
nals, be  deemed  sufficient  to  prove  such  a breach  of 
trust,  or  such  misrepresentations,  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  the  same  testimony  establishes  criminal 
conspiracy.  The  sole  question,  however,  betore  us 
is,  the  sufficiency  of  testimony  forthe  latter  purpose, 
and  to  that  our  opinion  is  to  be  understood  as  ap- 
plying. 

Having  a due  regard  to  these  principles,  I have 
carefully  weighed  and  considered  all  the  testimony 
exhibited  to  us.  In  some  detached  parls  of  it  I find 
circumstances  of  an  equivocal  character;  but,  in  the 
aggregate,  I see  nothing  to  satisfy  my  judgment 
that  Jacob  Ridgway  has  ever  entered  into  a conspi- 
racy with  Thomas  W.  Dyott,  to  defraud  the  com- 
munity, or  to  effect,  by  criminal  combination,  any 
other  object.  Such  being  the  conclusion  to  which 
my  mind  has  arrived,  after  an  anxious  consideration 
of  the  whole  case,  I should  be  recreant  to  my  duty 
if  I hesitated  to  say  so.  I do  not  assume  this  judg- 
ment to  be  infallible,  but,  being  my  judgment,  a 
sense  of  duty  of  higher  obligation  than  any  human 
consideration  imperatively  demands  tnat  I should 
unhesitatingly  pronounce  it. 

I rejoice,  however,  that  our  judgment  is  not  ron- 
clusive  of  the  subject.  The  sole  effect  of  this  deci- 
sion is.  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  evidence  we  see 
no  sufficient  cause  to  hold  the  defendant  to  bail.  It  is 
still  competent  for  the  proper  public  officei,  particu- 
larly in  a different  state  of  the  evidence,  to  submit 
the  case  to  the  grand  jury.  That  respectable  body 
are  entirely  independent  of  us;  they  can  form  their 
own  views  of  the  prosecutor’s  case,  and  may,  if  their 
judgment  so  indicate,  place  the  defendent  on  his 
trial:  w'e  at  present  do  not  see  adequate  cause  to  in- 
duce us  either  to  restrain  him  of  his  liberty,  or  com- 
pel him  to  give  bail  to  answer.  He  is  discharged. 
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OPINION  OF  JUDGE  JONES. 

On  an  examination  of  the  evidence  and  the  law 
applicable  to  the  case  of  Jacob  Ridgway,  l can  arrive 
at  bat  one  conclusion. 

The  law  of  conspiracy  I find  involved  in  great 
confusion.  Interpreted  by  some  English  writers,  it 
seems  to  create  a mysterious  crime,  which  a tribunal, 
before  whom  a citizen  is  accused,  when  two  or  more 
persons  are  implicated  may  mould  out  of  actions 
otherwise  the  most  innocent.  This  interpretation  I 
consider  as  totally  inadmissible  on  any  authority 
short  of  the  most  direct  and  positive.  I do  not  see 
how  a judge  representing  a free  people  could  with- 
out their  express  authority  recognize  a vague  offence 
which  might  be  stretched  by  a bold  interpreter  into 
monstrous  tyranny.  The  doctrine  may  suit  the  la- 
titude of  England,  but  is  not  congenial  here.  Hap- 
pily thfise  writers  are  not  fully  supported  by  the 
cases  they  cite,  and  are  contradicted  by  equally  good 
authorities.  Amid  such  contradiction,  it  is  difficult 
to  define  with  accuracy  the  law;  but  taking  those 
principles  which  are  best  supported,  and  that  inter- 
pretation which  is  most  accordant  with  our  position 
as  judges  administering  the  laws  of  a people  jealous 
■of  their  liberties,  I do  not  think  that  we  can  make 
the  crime  of  conspiracy  out  of  the  evidence  before 
■us.  Bound  as  we  ourselves  are,  bound  as  the  su- 
bordinate magistrates  of  city  and  county  are,  by  our 
-decisions,  to  decide  that  the  facts  proved  before  us 
make  a criminal  conspiracy  would  be  a most  dan- 
gerous precedent.  We  act  on  general  principles, 
irrespective  of  persons — we  hold  out  the  shield  of 
the  law  for  the  protection  of  all  alike:  with  us  no 
man  is  rich  who  has  done  wrong,  no  man  is  poor 
who  is  innocent;  and  we  ought  to  guard  well  lest  a 
dechon  which  to-day  concerns  a wealthy  citizen, 
who  has  means  to  precure  bail  and  defend  himself  be- 
fore a jury,  should  to-morrow  rise  up  with  fearful  ef- 
fect against  the  poor  and  friendless  and  unprotected. 

Viewing  the  case  thus,  our  duty  is  clear.  -It 
would  undoubtedly  be  gratifying  to  some  of  the 
weaknessof  human  nature  to  refer  this  case  to  a jury, 
and  thus  throw  off  ouiselves  the  responsibility  of  a 
decision.  But  we  cannot  do  so  without  violating 
our  duties  and  our  oaths,  and  it  would  be  only  post- 
poning responsibility.  When  a case  is  on  trial,  it  is 
our  function  to  define  the  law,  and  if  the  facts  proved 
do  not  amount  to  the  crime,  w'e  must  so  instruct  the 
jury,  and  direct  ail  acquittal;  if  they  disregard  our 
direction,  we  must  grant  a new  trial.  Exactly  as 
the  responsibility  would  then  be  upon  us,  is  it  upon 
us  now.  To  send  this  case  to  a jury,  even  if  we 
could  legitimately  do  so,  would  be  useless  and  void. 
But  the  defendant,  as  an  American  citizen,  has  his 
rights,  has  a positive  right  to  a discharge,  if  we  are 
of  opinion,  as  I am,  that  the  facts  alleged  against 
him,  even  supposing  them  proved  do  not  amount  to 
a conspiracy. 

Of  the  civil  liability  of  the  defendant  I need  not 
now  speak.  On  the  criminal  charge  I do  not  think 
he  can  be  held  to  answer.  I am  therefore,  of  opinion 
that  he  must  be  discharged.  , 

CASE  OF  T.  W.  DYOTT. 

Before  judges  Todd  and  Conrad,  Saturday,  August 
10,  1839. 

COMMONWEALTH  VS.  T.  W.  DYOTT. 

Fraudulent  Insolvency. 

Decision  on  the  motion  for  a new  trial. 

The  opinion  of  the  court,  on  the  motion  for  a 
new  trial,  was  delivered  on  Saturday,  by  judge 
Conrad. — We  have  obtained  the  following  report  of 
the  decision: 

Of  the  reasons  for  a new  trial  originally  filed, 
some  were  not  urged,  and  others  were  comprehend- 
ed in  tile  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment.  The  only 
points  on  whicii  it  is  necessary  to  express  tile  views 
of  the  court,  are  as  follows: 

1.  It  is  urged  that  the  printed  arrangement  of  bu- 
siness placed  iri  the  common  please  docket,  is  the 
only  evidence  which  sustains  ttie  allegation  in  the 
indictment  of  the  appointment  of  a day  for  the 
hearing  of  Dr.  Dyolt’s  petition;  and  that  this  ar- 
rangement, or  order,  having  been  made  anterior  to 
the  filing  of  tile  petition,  it  is  not  in  fact  or  law  the 
action  of  the  court  on  that  petition.  The  docket 
offered  in  evidence,  containing  the  printed  order  of 
business,  was  sworn  to  as  t lie  record  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  and  received  as  such.  Without  deter- 
mining whether  the  allegation  referred  to  be  mate- 
rial, the  court  unitesin  the  opinion  t hat  theevidence 
received  was  competent  in  itself  and  sufficient  to  es- 
tablish the  fact  aliedged. — The  act  of  ttie  16th  day 
of  June,  1836,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  court  of 
common  please  to  fix  a time  for  the  heating  of  the 
petition,  either  hy  a general  rule,  or  by  an  order  to 
be  made  in  a particular  cause,  if  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  shall  require  it.  The  necessity  of  pub- 
lic business  have  induced  in  Philadelphia  the  ap- 
pointment of  a general  day  for  the  hearing  of  in- 
solvent cases;  and  the  order  of  the  court  takes  effect 


• on  each  petition  as  subsequently  filed.  An  oppo- 
site construction  would  be  contrary  to  the  clear  in- 
tent and  reason -of  the  law  and  well  settled  and  ne- 
cessary practice. 

2.  It  is  alleged  also,  as  a reason  for  a new  trial, 
that  tlie  court  erred  in  rejecting  “evidence  of  what 
Stephen  Simpson  had  sworn  to  in  the  insolvent 
court,  which  lie  had  not  sworn  to  in  this  case.” 
The  testimony  was  offered  as  additional  not  con- 
tradictory, and  was  offered  without  any'cross  exami- 
nation of  the  witness.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that,  before  any  such  evidence  can  be  admitted,  a 
basis  must  be  laid  in  the  cross  examination,  and  the 
witness  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of  explanation. 
To  open  the  door  to  evidence  intended  to  discredit 
a witness,  by  proof  that  tie  has  previously  made 
additional  or  different  statements,  without  permit- 
ting him  to  supply  what  is  forgotten,  or  explain  what 
may  be  misunderstood,  would  be  gross  injustice  to 
him,  and  would  induce  -consequences  fatal  to  the 
precision  of  judicial  investigation. 

3.  The  ground  principally  relied  on  is  an  after 
discovered  writing,  which,  it  is  aliedged,  would  dis- 
credit the  testimony  of  Stephen  Simpson,  one  of 
the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution.  We  have  given 
to  this  point  the  most  careful  attention,  but,  after 
revising  the  testimony  and  weighing,  as  well  as  we 
can,  tlie  scope  and  effect  of  the  after  discovered  evi- 
dence, was  considered  insufficient  to  warrant  us 
in  opening  tlie  verdict. 

There  has  been  a conviction  on  the  sixth  and 
seventh  counts  of  this  indictment,  to  the  former  of 
whicii  Mr.  Simpson’s  testimony  does  not  apply  ma- 
terially, and  to  the  latter  not  at  all.  These  counts 
are  unreached  by  this  reason  fora  new  trial,  and  on 
them  the  court  would  at  all  events  be  constrained  to 
proceed  to  judgment. 

The  after  discovered  testimony  is  merely  cumu- 
lative— the  same  facts  were  stated  on  the  trial  by 
■John  B.  Dj-ott.  Nor -can  it  be  urged  that  the  writ- 
ing produced  discredit  the  witness  by  a higher  or- 
der of  evidence  than  that  just  mentioned;  for  on  a 
another  point  the  defence  contradicted  the  same  wit- 
ness by  his  own  handwriting. 

Had  tlie  witness  alluded  to  been  unimpeached  on 
the  trial,  and  were  his  testimony  now  wholly  bloted 
out  of  the  case  by  after  discovered  evidence  of  dis- 
credit, still  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  case  is  so 
sustained  by  other  testimony  that  even  if  a new 
trial  were  granted  a different  result  would  scarcely 
be  possible.  The  testimony  of  S.  'Simpson  is  (per- 
haps with  the  exception  of  a single  one  of  tlie 
eleven  counts  of  thisindictment)  not  essential  to  the 
prosecution;  and  were  it  torn  from  the  tissue  of  tlie 
case,  would  leave  no  opening  through  which  the 
defendant  could  escape  the  condemnation  under 
which  he  now  rests. 

Morion  overruled.  [ Ledger . 

CONSUL  TRIST. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Express  of  Saturday  last. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
respectable  meetings  of  shipmasters  ever  assembled 
in  this  city,  met  on  Thursday  evening  at  the  Se- 
cond Ward  Hotel,  for  the  purpose  of  consultation, 
and  of  taking  further  measures  in  reference  to  con- 
sul Trist,  and  tlie  shipmasters  and  seamen  aban- 
doned and  oppressed  by  the  said  consul,  at  Havana. 

Captain  Edward  Rosseter  was  called  to  the  chair; 
captains  J-  Hillman,  Henry  Russell,  Jas.  W.  Low, 
were  appointed  vice  presidents;  and  capts.  S.  E. 
Glover  and  R.  Ritchie  were  appointed  secretaries. 

The  objects  of  the  meeting  being  stated  by  the 
president,  eapt.  Rosseter,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  offered  by  capt.  S.  E.  Glover. 

Whereas,  it  is  the  bounden  duty  ot  every  United 
States  ministerial  or  consular  agent  abroad,  and  es- 
pecially the  peculiar  province  of  consuls  and  con- 
sular agents,  vigilantly  to  watch  over  and  carefully 
to  protect  and  guard  the  interests  of  American 
commerce  and  seamen  from  foreign  aggression,  as 
well  as  prevent  harsh  treatment  of  crews  by  ship- 
masters, and  to  put  down  and  punish  mutinous  in- 
surrections or  other  difficulties  occuriing  on  board 
of  all  vessels  in  foreign  ports:  And  whereas,  such 
authentic  facts  have  been  stated  to  this  meeting  as 
prove  conclusively  that  Nicholas  P.  Trist,  the  con- 
sul at  Havana,  has  been  guilty  of  secretly  inciting 
tiie  Spanish  authorities  to  tlie  unlawful  condemna- 
tion and  imprisonment  of  American  captains  and 
seamen  for  alleged  and  unfounded  offences,  pre- 
ferred by  him  against  (hem;  and  when  remonstran- 
ces were  presented  to  the  said  Trist,  against  his 
high-handed  conduct,  by  one  hundred  and  fifty-five 
respectable  shipmasters  and  citizens  of  Havana, 
comprising  nearly  all  that  reside  there,  and  that  the 
said  remonstrance,  when  laid  before  him  hy  com- 
mander Babbit,  of  the  United  States  sloop  of  war 
Boston,  then  in  port,  he,  the  said  consul,  treated 
tlie  same  with  contemptuous  scorn,  and  so  misre- 
presented his  proceedings,  as  fully  to  establish,  by 


his  own  admissions,  the  truth  of  the  accusations 
against  him.  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved , as  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  the 
conduct  ol  the  said  Trist  has  been  wanton,  tyranni- 
cal, unlawful  and  unjust,  and  highly  injurious  and 
offensive  to  our  profession. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  said  con- 
sul, in  encouraging  the  Spanish  authorities  to  bring 
to  unlawful  trial,  on  exaggerated  charges,  the  crew 
of  the  American  ship  “William  Engs,”  and  caus- 
ing them  to  be  condemned  without  counselor  trial 
by  jury,  and  sentenced,  like  common  felons,  to 
chains  and  hard  labor,  rn  breaking  stones  under 
Spanish  task  masters,  is  enough  to  stamp  ihename 
ol  Tiist  with  infamy,  and  to  prove  him  totally  un- 
worthy to  hold  his  high  and,  what  ought  to  be,  ho- 
norable station. 

Resolved,  That  the  tyrannical,  illegal,  and  unjust 
imprisonment  of  captain  Abraham  Wendell,  jr.  of 
the  brig  Kremlin,  of  this  port,  during  a protracted 
period  of  five  months,  and  his  continuance  under 
bonds  for  an  additional  period  of  three  months,  on 
tlie  false  accusations  brought  by  said  Trist  against 
capt.  Wendell,  in  the  Spanish  courts,  and  which 
he  failed  in  any  instance  to  sustain,  is  another  evi- 
dence ot  the  tyrannical  and  malignant  spirit  of  per- 
secution which  has  constantly  marked  the  conduct 
of  said  Trist  towards  his  countrymen. 

Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion,  tlie  letter  which 
has  been  subsequently  written  by  the  said  Trist, 
and  recently  published  in  the  New  Orleans  Courier, 
and  subsequently  in  the  Globe  and  other  papers, 
concerning  the  interference  of  commander  Babbit, 
and  in  which  letter,  he,  the  said  Trist,  denounces 
his  accusers,  meaning  thereby  nearly  all  Americans 
in  Havana,  as  a “set  o(  the  vilest  and  most  notori- 
ous wretches,”  as  “dirty,  sneaking  knaves,”  and 
“characters  of  the  deepest  infamy,”  is  by  the  gross 
and  -billingsgate  epithets  it  employs,  corroborative 
.proof  of  the  turpitude  of  his  own  character,  and 
conclusive  evidence  that  he  is  unfit  for  the  dignified 
office  lie  disgraces,  as  he  is  destitute  of  the  feelings 
ol  an  American,  and  unworthy  tlie  name  of  a gen- 
tleman. 

Resolved,  That  the  confession  made  by  him  in 
the  said  letter,  that  he  had  been  convinced  that  the 
captain  of  the  “William  Engs”  should  have  been 
made  to  break  stones  in  place  of  Lis  ciew.  is  an 
additional  proof  ol  his  guilt  in  forcing  that  crew  to 
prison  through  the  agency  of  the  Spanish  tribunals 
— showing  also,  when  too  late,  a mean  attempt  at 
sublerluge,  and  to  win  over,  at  the  expense  of  a 
base  and  unfounded  aspersion  upon  the  captain — 
the  good  opinion  of  the  crew  upon  whom  he  iiad 
been  instrumental  in  the  commission  of  a most 
flagrant  outrage. 

Resolved,  That  the  calumnious  insinuations 
thrown  out  in  tlie  aforesaid  letter  of  the  said  Trist 
upon  the  American  ship  masters  and  residents  of 
Havana,  that  lie  could  liave  bought  their  good  opi- 
nion with  dinners  and  other  courtesies,  is  worthy  of 
the  author  who  uttered  it,  as  no  other  individual 
but  one  possessing  his  hostile  feelings  toward  his 
countrymen,  could  have  measured  the  integrity 
and  independence  of  American  citizens  by  a stan- 
dard so  sordid  arid  corruptible. 

Resolved,  That  the  great  body  of  Americans, 
ship  masters  and  citizens  of  Havana,  whose  name3 
were  attached  to  the  memorial  presented  to  capt. 
Babbit,  as  well  as  the  names  of  those  who  attend 
this  meeting,  fling  back  these  reproachful  expres- 
sions of  consul  Trist,  and  warn  him  to  clear  up  his 
character  first,  and  especially  the  charges  embraced 
in  the  documents  printed  by  the  British  minister, 
inculpating  the  said  Trist  as  a participant  in  the 
slave  trade,  before  he  has  tlie  effrontery  to  accuse 
others  of  being  bribed  by  the  courtesies  or  any 
other  favor  he  can  bestow. 

Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  urge  upon  the 
seamen  and  ship  masters  of  every  city  in  the  union, 
to  co-operate  in  tlie  adoption  ot  such  measures  as 
may  bring  to  a speedy  recall  of  the  aforesaid 
Nicholas  P.  Trist,  for  his  oppression. illegal  and  vi- 
olent outrages  upon  American  citizens,  that  he  may 
be  summoned  to  trial  to  atone  for  conduct  which  is 
not  only  disgraceful  to  him  as  an  individual,  but  is 
dishonorable  to  our  country  in  a foreign  laud. 

Resolved,  That  a memorial  he  presented  to  the 
proper  authorities  for  the  removal  of  the  aforesaid 
consul  Trist,  and  that  a committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  superintenti  the  same:  whereupon  tlie 
following  captains  were  appointed  upon  said  com- 
mittee: captains  Hillman,  Russell,  Low,  R.  E. 
Glover,  Atkins;  captains  S.  E.  Giover  and  Ritchie 
as  secretaries. 

Resolved,  That  the  unblushing  attempt  of  the 
said  consul,  to  vindicate  himself,  and  to  challenge 
his  accuser  to  tlie  pioof,  while  he  reiterates  offen- 
sive epithets  upon  ihe  heads  of  respectable  Ameri- 
can ship  masters  and  citizens  residing  in,  or  trading 
to  Havana,  is  another  additional  evidence  of  the 
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effect  of  the  intoxication  of  office  upon  the  mind  of 
a person,  whose  recreant  conduct  proves  him  to  be 
by  nature  prone  to  acts  of  the  most  flagitious  de- 
scription. 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  extreme 
severity  and  harsh  treatment  received  by  captain 
Wendell,  at  the  hands  of  the  aforesaid  Trist,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  sufferings  and  privations  expe- 
rienced during  his  confinement,  by  a numerous 
family,  consisting  of  a wife  and  five  daughters,  we 
do  cheerfully  agree  to  raise  a fund  to  sustain  capt. 
Wendell  in  a civil  suit  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  against  the  said  consul  Trist,  and  who  do 
therefore  recommend  that  subscription  papers  be 
opened  for  this  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting 
be  signed  by  the  president,  vice  presidents  and  se- 
cretaries of  this  meeting,  and  that  all  the  papers  in 
the  city  be  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  pub- 
lish the  same. 

Capt.  EDWARD  ROSSETER,  president. 

J.  Hillman,  'i 

Henrv  Russell,  > vice  presidents. 

James  W.  Low,  y 

S.  E.  Glover,  > . . 

R.  Ritchie,  l secretaries. 

On  motion  of  captain  S E.  Glover,  the  resolu- 
tions were  unanimously  adopted. 

During  the  meeting  captain  Wendell  was  called 
on  to  make  a statement  of  his  case,  which  he  did 
in  a concise,  clear  and  feeling  manner,  eliciting 
from  his  professional  brethren  every  mark  of  manly 
sympathy. — This  was  both  natural  and  honorable — 
men  who  have  braved  every  danger  of  sea  and 
tempest  in  every  clime  have  a common  feeling,  for 
what  has  been  the  fate  of  one  to  day,  may  be  the 
fate  of  another  to-morrow:  and  the  same  assumption 
of  power  claimed  and  exercised  by  Tiist,  at  Hava- 
na, may  consign  the  seamen  or  masters  of  Ameri- 
can vessels  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  dey  of  Al- 
giers, the  pacha  of  E°ypt,  the  grand  Turk,  or  to 
be  strangled  by  the  Chinese  mandarins,  when  it 
shall  suit  the  whims  of  a consul  sustained  by  the 
authority  of  Trist,  to  deliver  up  American  seamen 
to  foreign  authorities,  for  alleged  offences  commit- 
ted under  the  American  flag.  Due  notice  will  be 
given  of  another  meeting. 

GOVERNOR  SEWARD’S  LETTER. 

From  the  Truth  Teller. 

We  refer  our  readers  to  the  correspondence  be- 
tween governor  Seward  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Gilbride, 
published  in  this  day’s  paper.  It  is  a document 
worthy  of  perusal,  and  W'e  give  it  to  the  public  with 
much  pleasure.  In  these  days  of  bigotry  when  the 
Catholic,  even  in  this  land  of  freedom,  suffers  from 
the  sneers  and  scoffs  of  some,  and  the  ruthless  per- 
secution of  others, — when  we  see  public  men  flying 
from  the  charge  of  Catholicity  as  it  were  a pesti- 
lence,— and  historians  like  Mr.  Bancroft,  rewarded 
with  high  and  responsible  offices  for  base  and  un- 
warrantable attacks  upon  the  Catholic  faith,  it  is 
refreshing  to  peruse  a document,  such  as  the  one 
we  now  lay  before  our  readers.  The  governor’s 
letter  contains  a clear  exposition  of  the  law,  and  a 
lucid  explanation  of  the  rights  of  the  Catholic 
clergy,  which  cannot  but  claim  the  attention  of  the 
Catholic  community.  Governor  Seward,  in  (his 
instance,  has  displayed  a liberal  and  highminded 
course,  and  his  conduct  shows  the  more  conspicu- 
ously, from  the  fact  that  the  party  with  which  he 
is  identified  has  always  been  characterised  by  an 
entirely  opposite  course.  Differing  as  U'e  do  in  toto 
in  political  principles  with  the  party  who  placed 
governor  Seward  in  power,  we  beg  to  assure  him 
we  shall  not  be  backward  in  awarding  our  meed  of 
praise  to  him  when  he  pursued  such  a line  of  con- 
duet  as  the  one  which  he  has  in  this  case  adopted 
towards  adopted  citizens. 

Congress  Hull,  Albany,  June  2 Dlh,  1839. 
His  excellency  William  H.  Seward,  governor  of  the 
slate  of  New  York, present. 

Sir:  Herewith  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
your  excellency  the  form  of  an  affidavit  to  which  1 
am  ready  to  swear. 

Said  form  contains  the  facts  upon  which  I submit 
to  your  excellency  an  application  for  relief  touch- 
ing the  case  of  Lawrence  McCarthy,  sentenced  to 
be  executed  on  the  first  day  of  August  next,  and 
now  confined  at  Martinsbyrg,  in  the  county  jail  of 
Lewis. 

Those  facts  embrace  a subject  of  such  deep  im- 
portance not  onlv  to  said  convict,  to  the  entire  body 
of  Catholics  towards  whom  a policy  has  been  pur- 
sued in  the  extreme  illiberal,  and  unknown  to  the 
laws  of  any  civilized  nation,  but  also  to  religious 
liberty,  whose  sacred  charier  has  been  assailed,  that 
I am  inadequate  to  express  my  solicitude  for  a fa- 
vorable hearing,  and  my  utter  abhorrence  at  so  fla- 
grant a violation  of  the  rights  of  conscience. 


This  emergency,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersign- 
ed, loudly  calls  for  the  interposition  of  the  execu- 
tive of  the  state. 

I therefore  very  respectfully  and  anxiously  solicit 
your  excellency  to  postpone  the  execution  of  said 
convict  so  that  the  legislature  may  be  petitioned  at 
its  next  session  for  an  amendment  of  the  law  relat- 
ing to  this  subject,  if  its  intervention  is  deemed 
necessary,  and  to  grant  such  other  relief  in  the  pre- 
mises as  your  excellency  may  deem  just  and  equi- 
table. 

Fully  reiving  on  your  wisdom  to  decide,  and  on 
your  firmness  to  execute  what  principle  demands, 
Isubmitthis  truly  distressing  case  to  your  excellen- 
cy without  further  remark. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency’s  obedi- 
ent servant, 

MICHAEL  GrLBRIDE, 

R.  C.  P.  of  Carthage,  fyc.  fyc.  4'C. 

Albany,  June  29 ih,  1839. 

Sir:  The  reverend  Michael  Gilbride,  a Roman 
Catholic  clergyman  residing  at  Carthage,  has  made 
a representation  to  me  that  he  is  pastor  of  a mission 
in  Jefferson  county,  embracing  Lowville  and  Mar- 
tinsburg,  in  the  county  of  Lewis;  that  Lawrence 
McCarthy,  a prisoner  in  the  jail  of  Martinsburg, 
who  was  recently  convicted  of  the  murder  of  Asa- 
hel  A Iford,  and  was  sentenced  to  suffer  death  on  the 
first  day  oi  August  next,  is  a member  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  church;  that  the  said  Gilbride  receiv- 
ed information  that  the  prisoner  desired  his  spiritual 
aid;  that  he  thereupon  proceeded  to  Martinsburg 
for  the  purpose  of  administering  the  rites  of  his 
religion  to  the  said  prisoner,  and  that  he  was  in- 
formed by  the  jailer,  Mr.  Daniel  S.  Bailey,  that  he 
was  instructed  not  to  admit  any  person  to  the  pri- 
soner, unless  the  said  jailer  should  be  present  and 
hear  the  conversation  between  him  and  the  prison- 
er. Mr.  Gilbride  further  states,  that  he  consulted 
the  district  attorney  of  Lewis  county,  to  ascertain 
whether  he  could  obtain  admission  to  the  prisoner 
by  making  personal  application  to  you,  and  was  in- 
formed by  the  district  attorney,  that  you  had  con- 
versed with  him  on  the  subject,  and  had  said  that 
you  considered  yourself  bound  by  the  statute  riot 
to  admit  any  person  to  the  prisoner  alone,  and  that 
consequently  his  application  must  be  denied.  Upon 
this  representation,  Mr.  Gilbride  asks  my  interpo- 
sition in  the  premises. 

Where  the  constitution  and  laws  give  to  the  exe- 
cutive no  control  over  other  functionaries,  it  w'ould 
be  disrespectful  to  them,  and  disorganizing  to  the 
administration  of  justice  vvere  I to  assume  authori- 
ty. But  gentral  duty,  “to  take  care  that  the  laws 
are  faithfully  executed,”  undoubtedly  authorizes 
me  to  advise  other  executive  officers  upon  any 
question  which  may  arise  touching  the  manner  of 
discharging  their  duties.  I deem  it  therefore  not 
improper  to  express  respectfully  to  you  my  view  on 
the  subject  thus  brought  before  me. 

In  the  first  place,  1 am  not  satisfied  that  you  have 
refused  compliance  with  Mr.  Gilbride’s  request.— 
The  conduct  of  the  jailer,  and  his  refusal  to  admit 
Mr.  Gilbride  unless  attended  by  himself  were  clear- 
ly right.  It  is  a prudent  precaution  against  the  pri- 
soner’s escape,  to  provide  generally  that  no  person 
should  visit  him  except  in  the  presence  of  an  offi- 
cer, and  the  jailer  might  well  adhere  to  this  line  of 
duty  until  otherwise  expressly  directed  by  you. — 
Mr.  Gilbride  ought  not  to  have  been  deterred  by  the 
information  given  him  by  the  district  attorney  from 
making  his  application  to  you  personally.  He  has 
therefore  no  right  to  presume  that  a personal  appli- 
cation to  you  would  have  been  denied. 

But  the  subject  is  one  of  grave  importance,  and 
the  time  of  a man  lying  under  sentence  of  death  is 
inestimably  precious.  I have  therefore  thought  it 
proper,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  ex- 
press my  opinion  upon  the  reasonableness  of  the  re- 
quest itself. 

It  is  the  manifest  duty  of  the  sheriff’  to  keep  se- 
cure the  persons  of  individuals  lying  under  convic- 
tion and  sentence  of  death.  It  is  equally  clear  that 
a proper  precaution  should  be  used,  to  forbid  access 
to,  or  conversation  with  them,  except  in  the  pre- 
sence of  an  officer  of  justice.  The  provision  of 
law  which  bears  on  this  subject,  is  contained  in 
the  11th  section  of  article  1st,  title  1st,  chapter,  3d, 
part  4th  of  the  revised  statutes,  vol.  2d,  page  633. 

“§  11.  Prisoners  detained  for  trial,  may  converse 
with  their  counsel,  and  such  other  persons  as  the 
keeper,  in  his  discretion,  may  allow;  prisoners  un- 
der sentence  shall  not  be  permitted  to  hold  any 
conversation  with  any  person,  except  the  keepers 
or  inspectors  of  the  prison,  unless  in  the  presence 
of  a keeperor  inspector.” 

It  is  true  that  so  much  of  this  section  as  relates  to 
“prisoners  undersentence”  is  broad  enough  to  em- 
brace all  classes  of  offenders  who  have  been  con- 
victed and  sentenced  to  punishment,  whether  that 


punishment  be  death,  imprisonment  in  the  state  pri- 
son, or  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail.  The  poli- 
cy of  the  law  doubtless,  is  chiefly  to  guard  against 
the  escape  and  rescue  of  prisoners.  So  tar  as  con- 
cerns those  who  are  confined  under  sentences  of 
imprisonment  in  the  county  jail,  it  may  have  the 
further  object  of  regulation  and  even  severity  of 
punishment. — But  it  can  have  no  such  object  so  far 
as  prisoners  detained  under  sentence  of  death  are 
concerned. 

Indeed,  an  examination  of  the  1st  section  of  the 
article  above  quoted  will  show  that  the  legislature 
had  probably  no  reference  in  their  article  to  the  lat- 
ter class  of  prisoners.  The  1st  section  is  as  follows, 
page  632. 

“Section  1.  The  common  jail  in  the  several  coun- 
ties of  this  state  shall  be  kept  by  the  sheriff's  of  the 
counties  in  which  they  are  respectively  situated, 
and  shall  be  used  as  prisons. 

“1st.  For  the  detention  of  persons  duly  commit- 
ted in  order  to  secure  their  attendance  as  witnesses 
in  any  criminal  case. 

“2d.  For  the  detention  of  persons  charged  with 
crime  and  committed  for  trial. 

“3d.  For  the  confinement  of  persons  duly  com- 
mitted for  any  contempt,  and 

“4th.  For  the  confinement  of  persons  sentenced 
to  imprisonment  therein,  upon  conviction  of  any 
offence.” 

Persons  imprisoned  under  sentence  of  death  and 
awaiting  execution,  are  included  among  those  tor 
whose  custody  the  article  makes  provision,  but 
their  imprisonment  is  incidental,  and  it  may  well 
be  supposed  that  it  is  not  regarded  as  a part  of  their 
punishment.  From  this  view  of  the  statute,  I think 
it  manifest  that  the  spirit  of  the  law  does  not  apply 
to  the  prisoner  confined  in  the  county  jail  under 
sentence  of  death,  as  of  imprisonment  in  the  state 
prison,  and  awaiting  execution  or  removal. 

The  condition  of  a human  being  under  sentence 
of  death  is  undoubtedly  most  fearful  and  unhappy. 
Our  laws,  content  with  the  atonement  of  the  pri- 
soner’s death,  do  not  require  or  contemplate  the  ad- 
dition of  any  circumstances  of  terror  or  unnecessa- 
ry privation.  They  require  duress  only  because 
it  is  necessary,  and  they  enforce  it  only  in  such 
manner  as  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  prisoner’s 
escape  or  rescue.  Humanity  dictates  that  the  pri- 
soner’s condition  should  be  made  as  comfortable 
and  cheerful  as  it  can  be  consistently  with  this  pur- 
pose. 

The  chief  consolation  of  the  prisoner  is  derived 
from  the  visits  of  friends  and  humane  individuals, 
and  experience  has  shown  that  of  such  visitation 
the  most  consoling  and  most  effectual  in  produc- 
ing penitence  and  hope  is  that  of  ministers  of  re- 
ligion. Hence  it  is  that  the  duty  of  visitation  is 
enjoined  by  the  Christian  religion  itself.  It  is  de- 
clared to  be  one  of  the  grounds  of  acceptance  by 
our  final  judge,  “I  was  in  prison  and  ye  cauie  unto 
me.” 

So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  no  Chiistian  sect 
has  failed  to  enjoy  the  performance  of  this  duty  of 
visitation  upon  its  ministers,  while  someofthem,  as 
the  Catholics  and  Episcopalians,  have  a ritual  pre- 
pared for  such  occasions.  What  Christianity  en- 
joins our  laws  and  customs  both  tolerate  and  en- 
courage. From  time  immemorial,  the  judge  has 
concluded  the  solemn  sentence  of  death  pronounced 
upon  the  prisoner  with  the  prayer,  “and  may  the 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  your  soul.”  A custom  as 
old,  and  as  uniform,  has  sanctioned  the  visit  of  mi- 
nisters of  the  gospel  to  prepare  the  prisoner  for  that 
“mercy”  which  the  judge  implores.  Our  statutes 
authorise  the  attendance  of  ministers  at  the  execu- 
tion, but  we  all  know  that  their  offices,  however 
important,  are  then  less  desired  and  less  important 
to  the  unfortunate  convict  than  during  the  season 
of  imprisonment  which  intervenes  before  the  exe- 
cution. Humanity  as  well  as  Christianity  would 
condemn  the  sheriff  or  jailer,  who  would  refuse  to 
the  ministers  of  the  gospel  admittance  to  the  con- 
vict’s cell.  But  it  may  be  answered,  that  this  pri- 
vilege is  not  denied  in  the  present  case;  that  it  is 
not  abused  and  perverted  to  defeat  the  cause  of 
justice.  And  it  will  be  asked  “is  not  the  precau- 
tion reasonable?”  I answer  that  it  is  reasonable 
where  the  religious  faith  of  the  convict  and  of  the 
ministry  he  prefers  does  not  object  to  such  publicity'. 
But  it  is  certainly  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  tole- 
ration which  pervades  our  free  institutions,  that  the 
convict  should  enjoy  the  visits  of  ministers  of  his 
own  faith,  whatever  that  faith  may  be,  whether 
Catholic  or  Protestant.  It  is  well  understood  to  be 
an  article  of  the  Catholic  religion,  that  confession 
before  dealh  in  order  to  be  effectual  to  obtain  the 
Divine  pardon  ought  to  be  made  to  a priest,  and 
that  that  confession  must  be  made  without  witness. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  same  principle  of  toleration 
requires  that  the  Catholics  should  be  allowed  their 
privilege.  According  to  his  faith,  the  solaces  of 
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such  visitation  are  vain  and  a mockery,  if  they  are 
not  ministered  by  t tie  functionary  and  in  the  man- 
ner which  ihat  faith  prescribes.  To  refuse  compli- 
ance with  the  peculiar  manlier  which  hisconsceience 
approves  is  to  deny  the  solace  altogether.  By  the 
constitution  he  is  entitled  to  as  free  privileges  in  re- 
gard to  creed  as  the  Protestant  who  believes  that 
confession  should  be  made  in  another  form.  As  a 
Protestant,  I should  execrate  the  tyranny  which  in 
a Catholic  country  would  deny  to  one  of  my  coun- 
trymen in  a similar  situation  the  consolation  of  reli- 
gion after  the  form  approved  by  hi?  own  conscience, 
and,  as  an  American,  I should  blush  for  the  bigotry 
which  would  upon  any  plea,  deny  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  equal  indulgence.  It  is  not  a sufficient 
reason  to  say  that  the  priest  may  abuse  his  privilege. 
Members  of  the  society  of  Friends  are  permitted  by 
law  to  give  evidence  upon  their  simple  affirmation 
without  an  oath.  It  is  no  valid  objection  to  that 
law  to  say  that  Friends  like  other  men  may  affirm 
falsely. 

So  far  as  I have  information  the  rite  of  private 
confession  has  never  been  denied  to  Catholics  in 
this  country,  and  I should  be  unwilling  to  construe 
the  section  I have  quoted  as  requiring  such  a deni- 
al. I have  no  belief  that  such  a result  was  contem- 
plated or  foreseen  by  the  legislature.  The  reason 
of  the  law  does  not  apply,  and  I doubt  not  that  the 
framer  of  the  statute  would  be  shocked  by  such  an 
application  of  it.  I do  not  hesitate  therefore  to  say 
that  “the  presence  of  a keeper  or  inspector”  here  re- 
ferred to  may,  and  ought  to  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  the  prisoner  ought  to  be  permitted  to  make  his 
confession  and  receive  the  solaces  of  religion  with- 
out being  overheard  by  any  other  than  his  confessor 
and  the  great  judge  of  the  living  and  the  dead. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  sheriff  may,  and 
ought  to  deny  access  to  a priest,  if  he  has  good 
ground  to  suspect  that  it  is  his  purpose  to  abuse  it 
by  enabling  the  prisoner  to  escape,  and  therefore  it 
is  that  the  law  refuses  a discretion  in  the  sheriff;  and 
in  cases  where  he  has  doubts,  though  upon  insuffi- 
cient grounds  to  justify  a refusal  of  private  conver- 
sation, he  should  adopt  such  other  precautions  as 
may  be  necessary  to  counteract  the  supposed  design 
of  the  priest.  In  the  present  case,  1 am  not  in- 
formed that  there  is  any  such  pretence.  Mr.  Oil  ■ 
bride  comes  recommended  to  me  as  a respectable, 
upright  and  pious  man. 

It  is  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  affording  opportu- 
nity for  repentance  and  preparation  for  death. that 
our  laws,  unlike  those  of  most  other  countries,  pro- 
hibit the  execution  of  the  prisoner  within  a shorter 
period  than  four  weeks  after  his  conviction.  That 
intervening  period  is  expected  to  be  devoted  to 
preparation  for  death,  and  the  instances  are  so  rare 
as  to  excite  astonishment  where  the  prisoner  does 
not  invoke  the  spiritual  aid  of  the  ministry  of  his 
religion. 

If  Mr.  Gilbride  has  misunderstood,  as  is  not  im- 
possible, your  views  on  the  subject,  this  communi- 
cation is  unnecessary,  and  I excuse  myself  for 
troubling  you  with  it  only  upon  the  ground  of  soli- 
citude, that  the  prisoner  may  not,  through  any  fault 
of  the  government  be  deprived  of  the  religious  pri- 
vileges he  desires  and  needs.  If  on  the  other  hand 
you  have,  as  he  supposes,  decided  that  Mr.  Gil- 
bride cannot  be  pennittted  to  administer  the  appro- 
priate rites  of  his  church,  I respectfully  recommend 
that  you  reconsider  the  subject,  and  grant  his  ap- 
plication. I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  WM.  H.  SEWARD. 

2’o  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Lewis. 

Denmark , Lewis  co.  July  11,  1839. 
His  excellency  Wm.  H.  Seward,  governor  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  Albany. 

Sir:  On  my  return  from  Albany,  I presented 
your  excellency’s  letter  to  the  sheriff  of  the  coun- 
ty. It  had  the  desired  effect. 

I deferred  writing  to  your  excellency  until  I 
should  have  seen  the  unhappy  convict,  lest,  when 
I should  apply  for  admission  to  him,  some  fresh 
whim  should  induce  the  good  authorities  at  Mar- 
tinsburg  to  debar  my  access. 

Business  of  imperative  necessity  prevented  me 
from  visiting  him  sooner  than  to-day,  but  to-day  I 
have  seen  him. 

And  I cannot  proceed  farther  until  T acquit  my- 
self of  a duty  which  pleasure  and  honor  prompt  me 
to  discharge. 

In  the  distressing  case  on  which  I was  obliged  to 
trouble  your  excellency  two  features  were  promi- 
nent— the  time  of  the  execution  was  fast  approach- 
ing, and,  in  case  the  recommendation  in  your  letter 
was  refused,  application  should  again  be  made  to 
your  excellency  for  some  other  and  effectual  relief. 

I was,  therefore,  necessitated  to  rush  upon  you 
at  very  unseasonable  hours  and  use  an  urgency 
otherwise  unpardonable.  Your  unfeigned  affabili- 
ty and  desire  of  expedition,  and  despatch,  were  pro- 


minently striking,  and  cheered  the  gloom  with 
which  the  sad  peculiarities  of  the  case  had  afflicted 
me. 

An  unfortunate  being  was  under  sentence  of 
death,  he  was  rapidly  approaching  the  awful  mo- 
ment which  should  finish  his  earthly  career,  and 
place  him  in  that  terrifying  condition  spoken  of  by 
St.  Paul,  xc.  31v.  ad.  Heb.  It  is  a fearful  thing  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God,  he  cries  out 
for  the  succor  of  that  religion,  whose  holy  ad- 
monitions and  salutary  influence  he  had  so  long 
and  so  totally  neglected.  The  unhappy  culprit 
cries  in  vain,  his  entreaties  are  unheard,  he  has  the 
anguish  to  behold  the  minister  of  his  religion  whom 
he  so  much  desires,  refused  to  enter  his  lonely  cell, 
and  he  is  left  to  the  enjoyment  of  feelings  better 
felt  than  described. 

For  the  relief  of  this  wretched  man’s  soul  you 
interfered  and  you  have  the  happiness  of  thinking 
that  you  were  perhaps  the  means  in  the  hands  of 
God,  of  enabling  him  to  pronounce  on  one  of  his 
prodigal  children  the  happy  benediction  of  the  pa- 
rent, rather  than  the  harrowing  sentence  of  the 
judge. 

Religious  liberty  was  grossly  assailed,  you  told 
the  terrified  maiden  not  to  dread,  you  extended  the 
executive  arm  and  snatched  her  from  the  grasp  of 
her  would  be  destroyer. 

In  my  own  name,  therefore  permit  me  to  thank 
your  excellency  for  the  courteous  manner  of  inter- 
course with  me  under  such  peculiar  circumstances. 
I thank  you  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Redeemer, 
whose  blood,  I hope,  your  intervention  has  been  in- 
strumental in  applying  to  one  of  his  weak  and  sin- 
ful creatures. 

I thank  you,  in  the  name  of  religious  liberty, 
whose  sacred  character  you  rescued  from  the  pol- 
luted embrace  of  the  sacrilegious  ravasher. 

Wishing  you  the  long  enjoyment  of  the  direct 
consciousness  of  the  gentleman,  and  of  the  Chris 
tian.  I am,  with  sentiments  of  sincere  respect  and 
high  esteem,  your  excellency’s  obedient  servant. 

MICHAEL  GILBRIDE. 


INTERESTING  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Suffolk,  Virginia,  10 th  April,  1839. 
The  hon.  Henry  Clay: 

Sir:  At  a meeting  of  the  whigs  of  Nansemond 
county,  recently  held  in  the  town  of  Suffolk,  a reso- 
lution was  unanimously  adopted,  declaring  “that  the 
gallant  stand  of  the  southern  whig  members  of  the 
late  congress  of  the  United  Slates,  and  particularly 
the  efforts  of  Messrs.  Clay,  of  the  senate,  Stanley  ot 
North  Carolina,  Prentiss  of  Mississippi,  and  Wise, 
of  our  own  state,  of  the  house  of  representatives,  to 
expose  and  check  the  fell  demon  of  abolition,  entitle 
them  to  the  cordial  thanks  and  gratitude  of  the 
friends  of  peace  and  good  order,  throughout  the 
whole  southern  country.” 

It  was  also  “resolved.  That-  a committee  of  three 
be  appointed,  who  shall  proceed  forthwith,  to  trans- 
mit to  the  honorable  gentlemen  specially  designated 
in  said  resolution,  a copy  thereof,  and  express  to 
them  the  high  estimation  entertained  of  their  ser- 
vices in  congress,  generally',  by  the  whigs  of  Nanse- 
mond.” 

Sir,  the  whigs  of  Nansemond  have  assigned  as  a 
duty  entirely  consentaneous  to  the  sentiments  of  our 
own  bosoms,  and  as  their  honored  organ,  we  take  a 
proud  pleasure  in  communicating  to  you  their  enun- 
ciation of  the  exalted  sense  of  gratitude  and  admira- 
tion which  they  entertain  for  your  profound  and 
eminent  talents,  your  high  and  lofty  patriotism,  and 
the  long  and  brilliant  list  of  your  public  services. 
In  common  with  them,  and  with  all  of  our  political 
household,  we  feel  for  your  sir,  the  profoundest  es- 
teem and  admiration. 

We  will  not,  on  the  present  occasion,  enter  into 
a political  descant  on  the  flagitious  misdeeds  of  our 
weak  and  vicious  rulers.  To  you,  sir,  they  are 
known  in  all  their  horrid  enormity.  And  your  fear- 
less denunciation  of,  and  indefatigable  opposition  to 
the  reckless  authors  of  those  misdeeds,  eminently 
entitle  you  to  the  love  and  veneration  of  every',  pa- 
triot in  America.  We  will  only  remark,  that  we 
ascribe  the  causes  of  the  mournful  degeneracy  in 
political  virtue  and  morality  and  the  consequent  un- 
hapy  condition  of  public  affairs,  mainly,  to  the 
election  of  Andrew  Jackson  to  the  presidency  of 
the  United  States — a man  whose  imbecility  of  in 
tellect,  and  bellicose  propensities  and  passions,  ren- 
dered him  totally  unfit  for  any  civil  office — the  tenor 
of  whose  life  exhibited  an  almost  unbroken  series 
of  tyranny  and  immorality.  And  yet  the  people 
selected  him  above  all  others,  to  preside  over  their 
destinies.  The  sanction  thus  given  to  his  nefarious 
acts,  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  viewed  by  him  as  a 
commission  of  indulgence,  to  go  on,  and  sin  with 
impunity. 

The  wily  little  Dutchman,  the  Machiavel  of  Ame- 
rica, resolved  to  avail  himself  of  the  elastic  faith 


and  patient  spirit  of  the  people,  and  therefore  threw 
himself  in  the  wake  of  his  “illustrious  predecessor” 
and  “followed  in  his  footsteps.” 

Amidst  the  gloomy  prospects  which  surround  us, 
it  is  animating  to  turn  our  eyes  to  the  sages  and  pa- 
triots of  the  land.  We  behold  in  you,  sir,  the  pre- 
eminent statesman,  the  immaculate  patriot — one, 
wdio,  in  rendering  “brilliant  services”  to  his  country 
has  never  been  actuated  by  the  low  and  sordid  mo- 
tives of  self-interest,  but  contemning  all  such  de- 
grading impulses,  has  ever  acted  upon  the  principle 
of  an  expanded  philanthropy  and  patriotism.  One, 
who,  in  all  his  actions  “had  rather  be  right  than  be 
president;”  and  who  throughout  his  life  has  endea- 
voured to  un+te  his  own  glory  with  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  his  country.  With  every  sentiment  of 
respect,  your  ob’t  serv’ts, 

JOHN  C.  CRUMP, 

JOHN  H.  COHOON, 
THOMAS  C.  P.  GODWIN. 

Ashland,  15th  May,  1839. 

Gentlemen:  I duly  received  the  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  me,  transmitting  a 
copy  of  a resolution  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the 
whigs  of  Nansemond  county,  recently  held. 

Whilst  I but  too  sensibly  feel  that  they  have 
placed  an  estimate  entirely  too  high  and  flattering 
upon  my  capacity  and  upon  the  public,  services 
which  I have  been  able  to  render,  it  affords  me  very 
great  satisfaction  to  learn  that  I have  been  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  obtain  their  approbation;  and  I request 
you  to  communicate  to  those  whom  you  represent, 
my  respecllul  and  grateful  acknowledgements  for 
the  sentiments  of  respecl  and  esteem  with  an  ex- 
pression of  which  they  have  honored  me. 

At  the  session  of  congress  prior  to  the  last,  I pre- 
sented resolutions  to  the  senate,  touching  the  insti- 
tution of  domestic  slavery,  embracing  all  the  prin- 
ciples applicable  to  the  subject,  the  maintenance  of 
which  appeared  to  me  necessary  to  the  security  of 
property,  the  stability  of  our  system  of  gpneral  go- 
vernment, and  harmony  among  the  states  of  the 
union.  At  the  last  session  of  congress,  the  ultra 
abolitionists  had  presented  themselves  under  a new 
and  alarming  aspect.  Instead  of  restricting  their 
exertions  to  moral  persuasion,  addressed  to  the  con- 
sciences of  slave  holders,  keeping  aloof  from  parties 
and  politics,  as  they  originally  professed  to  be  their 
intention,  they  had  openly  proclaimed  their  purpose 
to  enter  the  political  arena,  and  denouncing  all  w'ho 
did  not  adopt  their  dogmas  and  agree  with  them,  to 
force  their  principles  and  their  men  by  the  aid  of  the 
ballot  box.  It  required  but  little  foresight  to  dis- 
cern the  frightful  consequences  which  would  result 
from  this  change  of  their  position,  if  they  should 
succeed.  The  union  would  be  first  convulsed 
throughout,  and  finally  broken  into  fragments.  I 
thought  therefore  at  the  last  session,  that  the  time 
was  suitable  to  warn  the  country  of  their  designs 
and  efforts;  and  hence  the  speech  which  has  com- 
mended itself  to  the  approbation  of  the  whigs  of 
Nansemond.  That  speech  is  but  an  expansion  of 
the  argument  embodied  in  the  resolutions  of  the 
previous  session.  And  I shall  be  most  happy  if  it 
should  contribute  any  thing  towards  airesting  the 
mad  career  of  these  misguided  men,  and  towards 
preserving  that  union  which  is  the  truest  guarranfy 
of  all  the  high  privileges  which  we  enjoy. 

In  the  constitution  of  that  union  there  is  not  a so- 
litary provision,  fairly  interpreted  and  fairly  admi- 
nistered, which  authorises  any  interference  of  con- 
gress with  domestic  slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.  There  is  not  one,  relating  to  the  subject, 
which  does  not  recognise  and  treat  slaves  as  lawful 
property,  or  look  to  the  safety  and  secmity  of  Ihat 
property.  The  clause  which  fixes  the  representa- 
tion in  the  popular  branch  of  congress,  establishes 
a ratio  founded  upon  the  acknowledged  existence  of 
slavery;  and  in  the  appointment  of  direct  (axes 
among  the  states,  slaves  are  assumed  to  be  lawful 
property.  On  the  occasion  of  the  imposition  of  a 
direct  tax,  to  prosecute  the  last  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, slaves  were  taxed  by  congress,  as  staves,  and 
their  proprietors  paid  the  lax  accordingly.  The 
provision  which  secures  the  surrender  of  fun-hive 
slaves  to  their  owners,  of  course,  admits  thaf  they 
are  legitimate  property,  and  was  intended  to  pre- 
set ve  peace  and  harmony  among  the  states.  I have 
seen,  with  inexpressible  surprise  and  deep  regret, 
that  it  has  been  contended  not  only  that  this  conser- 
vative stipulation  may  be  evaded,  but  that  it  is  even 
meritorious  to  violate  it.  Meritorious  to  violate  an 
express  injunction  of  that  constitution  which  many 
of  us  are  solemnly  sworn,  and  are  all  bound  faith- 
fully to  support!  If  any  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  object  to  a particular  part  of  (he  consti- 
tution. may  elude  and  disregard  it,  other  citizen* 
dissatisfied  with  other  parts,  have  an  equal  right  to 
violate  them;  and  universal  nullification  of  the  sa- 
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creel  instrument  would  be  the  necessary  conse- 
quence. 

I agree  with  you,  gentlemen,  in  most  of  what  you 
say  in  regard  to  the  present  condition  of  our  public 
affairs.  In  contemplating  it  there  is  much  to  de- 
press, but  I rejoice  much  also  to  animate  and  en- 
courage the  genuine  patriot,  and  to  stimulate  his 
most  energetic  exertions.  New  and  alarming  prin- 
ciples, dangerous  practices,  great  abuses  and  exten- 
sive corruption  have  been  introduced  into  the  gene- 
ral administration,  during  the  few  last  years.  I 
have  witnessed  their  progress,  with  profound  regret 
and  deep  mortification.  But  sentiments  of  despair 
are  never  to  be  indulged  as  to  the  fortunes  or  fate  of 
the  republic.  An  enlightened  and  virtuous  people 
require  only  to  be  convinced  of  the  evil  to  apply  an 
efficacious  remedy;  and  this  conviction  is  forcing 
itself  upon  them,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  which 
have  been  made,  and  are  making,  to  deceive  and 
betray  them. 

I thank  you,  gentlemen,  cordially,  for  the  friendly 
and  flattering  manner  in  which  you  have  executed 
the  commission  assigned  to  you  by  the  whigs  of 
Nansemond;  and  request  you  to  be  assured  of  the 
sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard,  with  which,  I am, 
faithfully,  your  friend  and  ob’t  serv’t, 

H.  CLAY, 

Messrs.  John  C.  Crump,  Thomas  II.  B.  Goodwin , 

and  John  C.  Cahocm,  ike.  & c. 


DINNER  TO  MR.  RIVES. 

From  the  Richmond  Whig. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  following  correspon- 
dence, that  the  hon.  Wm.  C.  Rives  accepts  the  invi- 
tation to  partake  of  a dinner  at  Louisa  Court  House. 
We  are  requested  to  state  that  the  dinner  will  take 
place  on  Saturday  the  7th  of  September. 

Louisa  Court  House,  July  10th,  1839. 

To  the  honorable  Wm.  C.  Rives: 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  a committee  appointed  for 
and  on  behalf  of  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  county 
of  Louisa,  are  requested  to  inform  you  of  the  high 
estimation  in  which  they  hold  your  recent  inde- 
pendent course  in  the  senate  ofthe  United  States. 

They  have  been  much  pleased  to  Vi  itness  the  firm 
and  patriotic  stand  which  you  deemed  it  your  duty 
to  take,  in  opposition  to  the  sub-treasury,  which 
the  undersigned  regard  as  having  no  merit  of  its 
own,  and  nothing  to  recommend  it  to  the  adoption 
ofthe  American  people,  save  the  executive  will. — 
They  do  not  regard  it  as  less  dingerous  in  1839, 
than  it  was  in  1834;  but  they  regard  it  new  as  then, 
as  a measure  calculated  to  increase,  to  an  alarming 
extent,  the  executive  arm  of  our  federal  govern- 
ment, already  too  strong  fora  representative  repub- 
lic; 1o  subject  the  public  treasury  to  the  pilferings 
of  a hundred  hands,  where  not  one  can  now  reach 
it;  to  create  a better  currency  for  the  rulers,  and  a 
worse  for  the  people;  and  they  regard  it  as  a mea- 
sure, in  perfect  collision  with  the  republican  prin- 
ciples of ’93  and  ’99,  which  ought  to  be  cherished 
and  sustained  by  every  true  disciple  of  the  depart- 
ed Madison  and  Jefferson. 

The  able  opposition  which  you  deemed  it  proper 
to  make,  against  a measure  so  dangerous  to  the  li- 
berties and  to  the  true  interests  of  the  country,  en- 
titles you  to  the  most  respectful  gratitude  and  re- 
gard of  all  who  are  desirous  to  perpetuate  our  free 
institutions,  and  particularly  to  the  gratitude  and 
regard  of  the  citizens  of  your  native  state,  whom 
yo°u  have  so  long  and  so  highly  honored.  We  are 
aware  that  your  hostility  to  the  favorite  measure  of 
an  administration  with  which  yon  had  so  cordially 
co-operated,  in  carrying  out  constitutional  and  ex- 
pedient measures — of  an  administration  too,  which 
you  honestly  aided  to  elect,  is  by  some  ascribed  to 
personal  and  interested  motives;  but  when  we  con- 
sider that  that  hostility  is  against  the  favorite  mea- 
sure of  an  administration,  by  adhering  to  which  you 
might  reasonably  expect  personal  preferment,  we 
cannot  otherwise  than  regard  your  recent  course 
as  one  suggested  by  motives  of  honesty,  disinter- 
estedness and  patriotism,  and  which  renders  you 
worthy  of  a continuation  of  the  confidence  of  your 


native  state. 

In  consideration  of  your  independent  course,  we 
are  requested  by  many  of  your  lellow-citizens  of 
Louisa  county,  to  tender  you  a public  dinner,  to  be 
given  at  Louisa  Court  House,  on  Saturday,  the  27th 
instant,  or  on  such  other  day,  as  may  better  suit 


y 


uor  convenience. 


PLEASANT  HACKETT, 
JOS.  K.  PENDLETON, 
JNO.  R.  QUARLES, 
NATH'L  MILLS. 

WM.  F.  JOHNSON, 
CHALES  B.  HOPKINS, 
JNO.  ELLIS, 

BUSHROD  W.  BRANHAM, 
WM.  M.  AMBLER, 
DANIEL  E.  HICKMAN. 


Castle  Hill,  July  loth,  ’39. 

Gentlemen--  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  91  h instant,  in  which  you  inform 
me  of  your  deputation  as  a committee,  on  behalf 
of  many  of  my  fellow  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Louisa,  to  communicate  to  me  “the  high  estima- 
tion in  which  they  are  pleasad  to  hold  my  recent 
independent  course  in  the  senate  of  the  U.  States.” 

I need  hardly  say  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  this 
spontaneous  and  generous  expression  of  the  appro- 
bation of  my  fellow  citizens  of  the  county  of  Louisa, 
is  most  grateful  to  my  feelings.  Happily,  under 
our  republican  system,  the  sober  and  intelligent 
mass  of  the  people  unagitated  by  the  violence  of 
party  passions,  and  unseduced  by  selfish  or  ambi- 
tious views,  constitute  Ihe  tribunal  of  last  resort,  to 
sit  in  judgment  on  the  conduct  of  public  men,  and 
to  decide  every  question  of  public  concernment. 
However  regardless  I have  been  of  the  clamor  of 
mere  party  denunciation,  when  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  encounter  it  in  the  honest  and  conscientious 
discharge  of  my  duty  to  my  constituents  and  my 
country,  I have  never  heard  the  real  voice  of  the 
people,  whether  uttered  in  censure  or  in  praise, 
but  with  sincere  deference  and  respect.  With  this 
just  sensibility  to  the  opinion  of  the  great  body  of  my 
countrymen,  the  sentiinentsyou  have  been  commis- 
sioned to  express  to  me  in  the  name  of  many  of  my 
fellow  citizens  of  Louisa — a country  so  long  dis- 
tinguished by  the  purity  and  soundness  of  its  re- 
publican principles — could  not  but  effect  me  with 
lively  satisfaction,  and  call  for  my  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments. 

In  your  condemnation  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme, 
and  in  the  high  and  over-ruling  grounds  of  objec- 
tion to  it,  so  forcibly  stated  by  you,  I entirely  and 
heartily  concur.  A scheme  more  directly  calculat- 
ed to  increase  the  executive  power,  by  adding  to 
its  already  enormous  resources  of  patronage  and 
influence,  the  uncontrolled  possession  ofthe  public 
treasure — a project  more  fitly  adapted  to  organize, 
in  the  hands  of  the  government,  a formidable  mo- 
neyed power,  which  would  speedily  invest  itself 
with  the  functions,  and  acquire  the  fearful  predo- 
minance of  a colossal  treasury  bank — a measure,  in 
short,  in  all  its  aspects,  more  hostile  to  the  public 
liberty,  the  public  morals,  and  the  public  prosperi- 
ty, or  more  vitally  at  war  with  the  jealous  republi- 
can principles  of  ’98  and  ’99,  (which  ought  to  be 
peculiarly  dear  to  Virginia),  has  never,  in  my  hum- 
ble judgment,  been  presented  for  the  consideration 
ofthe  American  people.  Such,  you  truly  remark, 
were  the  views  entertained  of  it  by  the  whole  re- 
publican parly,  (with  the  exception  of  a single  dis- 
sentient only,  so  far  as  was  known),  in  1834,  when 
it  was  brought  forward  under  other  political  aus- 
pices. Seeing  no  reason  to  think  differently  of  the  , 
measure  in  1837,  when,  to  the  great  surprise  of 
many  of  his  friends,  it  was  espoused  and  earnestly 
recommended  by  the  present  chief  magistrate,  I had 
no  alternative,  as  an  honest  public  servant,  regard- 
ing the  great  interests  ofthe  country  as  paramount 
to  every  personal  or  party  consideration,  than  to 
oppose  it  with  unabated  firmness. 

This  measure,  so  justly  obnoxious  to  the  objec- 
tions you  have  stated  to  it,  and  so  repeatedly  and 
decisively  repudiated  by  the  solemn  sense  of  the 
nation,  is,  (it  seems),  still  to  be  pressed  upon  a re- 
luctant people,  until  "they  shall  be  fatigued  into 
compliance ” — a vexation,  be  it  remembered,  special- 
ly euumerated  in  the  list  of  grievances  and  wrongs 
set  forth  in  the  Declaration  of  American  Indepen- 
dence! The.  president  himself  has  recently  entered 
the  field  of  political  controversy  in  behalf  of  bis 
favorite  policy,  and  has  announced  that  “the  period 
is  rapidly  approaching”  when  all  opposition  to  it, 
sustained  now,  as  he  says,  only  by  “ private  in- 
terests and  personal  considerations,”  will  unavoida- 
bly cease.*  By  what“private  interests  and  personal 
considerations”  the  chief  magistrate  supposes  the 
great  body  of  the  American  people  to  be  actuated 
in  their  opposition  to  his  cherished  scheme,  or  by 
what  appliances  their  opinions,  founded  on  and  ma- 
tured by  years  of  delibeiate  and  careful  reflection, 
are  to  be  made,  all  at  once,  “unavoidably”  to  cease, 

I know  not;  but  I am  greatly  mistaken  in  the  spirit 
and  character  of  my  countrymen,  if  either  executive 
dictation  or  executive  denunciation,  any  more  than 
executive  blandishments,  can  prevail  on  them  to 
surrender  the  honest  convictions  oftheir  understand- 
ings to  the  requisition  of  power.  I think  I may 
answer  for  you,  gentlemen,  that  though  most,  if 
not  all,  of  you  were  ardent  supporter  of  the  presi- 
dent’s election,  no  inducement  of  that  sort  can  ope- 
rate on  you  to  abandon  an  opposition  which,  as 
freemen,  it  is  your  right,  and  as  patriots,  it  is  your 
duty,  to  make  to  every  public  measure  which  your 
judgments  condemn;  and  for  myself,  honored  by 

*See  the  president’s  speech  at  Castle  Garden,  New 
York,  and  his  letter  to  a committee  at  York,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, 


your  generous  confidence,  1 promise  you  that,  what- 
ever other  ‘■‘individual  efforts  may  be  discontinued ,” 
mine  shall  never  cease  to  be  exerted  with  all  the 
humble  ability  I possess,  in  every  lawful  and  pro- 
per made,  wdiether  in  private  or  public  life,  to  ar- 
rest a measure  which,  I believe  with  you,  to  be 
fraught  with  most  imminent  hazards  to  the  liberty 
and  happiness  of  our  common  country. 

Your  kind  invitation  to  meet  you  and  those  of  my 
fellow  citizens  whom  you  represent,  at  a public 
dinner  to  be  given  at  Louisia  Court  House,  I accept 
with  pleasure;  and  understanding  that  some  day  in 
the  early  part  of  September  will  be  as  convenient 
and  agreeable  to  my  friends  as  the  day  first  sug- 
gested by  you,  while  it  will  be  more  consistent 
with  arrangements  I had  already  made  for  an  ex- 
cursion of  health  and  recreation,  for  some  weeks, 
with  my  family,  I await  your  discretion  in  the  de- 
signation of  any  day  you  may  think  proper  to  fix  in 
that  month. 

Accept,  I pray  yon,  gentlemen,  for  yourselves, 
and  be  pleased  to  convey  to  those  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens of  Louisa  on  whose  behalf  you  act,  with  my 
cordial  acknowledgments  for  their  kindness,  the  sen- 
timents of  sincere  respeet  and  esteem  with  which  I 
am  their  and  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

To  Messrs.  Pleasant  Hackett,  Joseph  K.  Pendleton, 

John  R.  Quarles.  Nath.  Mills,  Wm.  F.  Johnson, 

Charles  B.  Hopkins.  John  Ellis,  Bushrod  W. 

Branham,  Wm.  M.  Ambler,  Daniel  E.  Hickman 

committee,  &c.  &c. 

REMARKS  OF  THE  HON.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Spirit  of  the  Times. 

The  following  remarks  of  the  hon.  Charles  Ja- 
red Ingersoll,  delivered  before  the  Harvest  Home 
celebration  yesterday,  we  like  so  well,  placing  in 
the  true  light,  as  he  has  done,  the  relative  situation 
of  town  and  country,  that  we  have  given  up  to 
them,,  entire,  our  editorial  columns,  and  ask  for  them 
from  every  reader,  a calm  and  unprejudiced  pe- 
rusal: 

What  is  most  worthy  of  notice  at  a harvest  home 
just  now,  near  the  “great  town,”  as  Penn  called 
Philadelphia,  is  the  striking  contrast  between  town 
and  cour.try;  so  that  here,  within  sight  of  our  beau- 
tiful metropolis,  we  are  different  people,  in  another 
region,  reminded  by  our  merriment,  and  their  mi- 
sery, of  the  poet’s  saying  that 

“God  made  the  country  and  man  made  the  town.’’ 

Only  five  miles  from  the  exchange  of  Philadel- 
phia, all  about  us  is  exultation  and  gratitude  for 
bounties,  while  we  can  almost  hear  our  neighbors 
in  town,  in  the  midst  of  peace,  plenty  and  pros- 
perity, wailing  gnashing  and  cursing  at  hard 
times,  tight,  days,  bad  markets  and  grievances, 
which  we  are  strangers  to.  Every  thing  that  the 
great  producer,  mother  earth,  affords,  flourishes  at 
this  delightful  season,  in  the  utmost  exuberance, 
throughout  our  chosen  land.  Those  who  depend  on 
harvests  for  happiness,  and  the  banks  of  running 
streams  for  support,  instead  of  banks  of  discount 
and  their  runners,  are  well  to  do,  and  grateful  for 
it.  But  just  below  these  Germantown  hills  stands 
a noble  city,  in  all  the  just  pride  of  its  mar- 
ble magnificence,  with  unequalled  facilities,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  for  happiness  and  enjoyment, 
crowded:  with  intelligent  and  enterprising  peo- 
ple, most  of  them  respectable,  moral  and  inrtus- 
irious,  yet  so  many  in  agonies  of  want  and  dismay 
as  to  disturb  the  whole  with  uneasiness.  Not  poor 
people;  that  is,  not  such  as  live  on  charity,  but  poor 
rich,  depending  on  banks  and  living  on  paper, 
which  is  very  hard  diet.  No  pestilence,  no  famine 
or  war,  to  impoverish  them;  but  with  health,  flou- 
rishing commerce,  thriving  manufactures,  mild, 
good  government,  in  short,  all  that  is  necessary  to 
prosper,  yet  in  real  distress  and  bitter  complaining. 
Hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  are  now  living  in 
Philadelphia;  grinning  horrible  ghastly  smiles,  in 
daily  dread  of  min.  Why  are  the  men  of  the  fields 
so  well  off',  while  their  brethren  of  the  town  are  so 
miserable?  Simply  because  our  lellow  townsmen, 
with  all  their  superior  learning,  wisdom,  and  dis- 
play, suffer  themselves  to  be  governed,  and  the 
wffiole  country  to  be  disquieted  by  usurers,  specu- 
lators, and  extortioners  who  will  not  work,  but 
continually  excite  commotions,  pressures  and  pa- 
nics, by  insane  contrivances  to  make  money 
of  rags, "and  fortunes  in  a day.  Fatal  experience 
shows  that  it  cannot  be  done  but  that  dreadful  reac- 
tions inevitably  follow  their  overstraining,  and  seem 
only  to  stimulate  these  jugglers  to  more  desperate 
attempts  to  pass  paper  for  silver,  while  the  abused 
community  submits  to  their  abominations,  if  it 
does  not  applaud  them.  War,  pestilence  and  fa- 
mine combined,  would  not  inflict  the  wretchedness 
which  towns,  great  and  small,  (for  nearly  everyone 
either  wants  or  has  it  incorporated,  that  is,  its  regu- 
larly stockaded  and  barricaded  paper  fort,  manned 
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v\itli  privileged,  intangible  gariisons  to  (ire  money 
from),  sutler,  and  make  others  suffer,  from  these 
banditti.  Despising  the  mother  that  bore  them, 
our  common  mother,  the  earth,  these  necroman- 
cers having  bolted  the  great  highway  by  industry  to 
competency,  hasten  to  get  rich  by  gambling  in  bye 
ways.  Our  towns  are  overrun  by  them  as  much 
as  those  of  some  parts  of  Europe  are  by  other  stur- 
dy beggars.  New  York  is  even  more  infested  by 
them  than  Philadelphia.  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia are  sutfering  from  them  as  much  as  they  did 
from  the  cholera.  Numbers,  vulgarly  called  gen- 
tlemen, are  reduced  to  great  straits,  some  of  them 
to  disgrace,  by  a town  malaria  which  originated  in 
original  sin,  and  poisons  the  blood  not  only  of  indi- 
viduals, but  the  whole  community,  producing  an 
itch  worse  than  the  leprosy  of  old.  Money  or  cur- 
rency is  the  blood  of  the  body  politic.  Derange  it, 
and  the  whole  system  is  disrodered.  All  contrivances 
to  make  it  out  of  other  substances  than  all  man- 
kind have  always  used,  that  is,  without  precious 
metal  and  without  labor,  are  absurd,  and  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  nature.  You  might  as  well  un- 
dertake to  make  corn  ripen  in  one  cold  winter  night. 
The  deception  which  has  been  so  successful  ot 
palming  oft'  paper  on  people  for  gold  and  silver,  is 
as  mere  a cheat  as  wooden  nutmegs,  but  much 
more  injurious  than  that  small  fraud.  It  is  the 
grand  imposture  of  modern  times,  and  the  antidote 
of  free  government.  Witchcraft  is  less  foolish  (and 
respectable  Quakers  have  been  hanged  for  it)  than 
the  slight  of  hand  by  which  thousands  of  our  poor 
deluded  fellow  townsmen  are  sold  to  the  evil  spirit 
by  paper  money.  Witches  are  poor  devils.  But 
money  mongers  are  terrible  loco  focos  that  go  off 
by  spontaneous  combustion,  and  like  burning  prai- 
ries, consume  all  before  them.  Borrowing  by  bank 
discounts  is  the  subtlest  of  seductions,  the  very 
worst  of  all  ways  of  being  led  into  temptation. 
Accommodation  paper  is  millions  gambling  in  mil- 
lions. If  one  steals  a cent,  it  is  larceny;  but  if  one 
hundred  incorporated,  cheat  widows  and  orphans  of 
all  they  have  by  paper  money,  they  are  privileged 
by  law  to  do  ,it,  and  go  to  church  like  gentle- 
men. It  is  wonderful  how  a free  and  considerate 
people  can  submit  to  such  absurd  wrongs.  The 
paper  money  mongers  are  at  once  suicides  and 
fratricides.  They  destroy  money,  morals,  law, 
order,  industry,  liberty,  equality  and  property. 
They  ruin  the  very  standards  of  value.  Where  is 
the  use  of  congress  being  empowered  by  the  con- 
stitution to  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures, if  every  wild  cat  bank  can  unsettle  it;  make  a 
yard  four  feet  long  or  one  as  it  pleases;  a bushel 
hold  a peck  or  a gallon;  a pound  weigh  an  ounce  or 
two  pounds?  Gambling,  habitual  intoxication,  bet- 
ting on  elections  and  other  misdemeanors,  are  no- 
thing to  the  monstrous  vice  and  immorality.  Police 
reports  and  insolvent  courts  are  full  of  its  perpe- 
trators and  victims — jails  not  as  full  as  they  might 
be.  It  is  not  the  crazy  instruments  of  the  contri- 
vance who  are  so  much  to  blame,  as  the  system  it- 
self, which  is  fatally  false,  and  ought  to  be  exposed. 
The  best  men  in  the  world  could  not  make  it  other 
than  very  bad.  It  is  incredible  how  the  few  lead 
the  many  in  this  matter — how  they  pinch  the  poor 
and  cheat  the  rich — the  poor  rich,  too  blind  to  see  the 
hand  filching  them.  The  system  is  rotten  to  the 
core,  marrow,  bones  and  all,  dishcnest,  unlawful, 
impracticable  and  ruinous. 

When  Robert  Morris  and  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton are  vouched  by  some,  and  censured  by  others, 
as  the  author  of  modern  banking,  both  parties 
wrong  those  great  financiers.  The  bank  of  North 
America  had  dollars  in  coin,  for  dollars  in  paper, 
when  Morris  founded  it,  (as  all  banks  have  begun), 
as  a temporary  expedient.  The  notes  of  the  first 
bank  of  the  United  States  were  always  instantly 
convertible,  when  Hamilton  made  the  first  fatal  ex- 
periment of  taking  bank  notes  for  public  dues. 
Neither  of  them  ever  countenanced  such  a thing  as 
mere  paper,  not  convertible.  The  vile  adulteration 
since  grown  up,  is  an  American  bastard,  of  British 
parentage;  a stupendous  fraud  on  mankind;  a to- 
tal overthrow  of  all  law  and  common  sense;  the 
dreadful  offspring  of  dire  necessity,  forged  in  Bri- 
tish privy  council,  under  the  white  heat  of  war 
pressure,  and  smuggled  into  the  world;  but  recall- 
ed and  disowned  by  the  British  government  with 
sharne  and  sorrow,  for  its  sins,  when  the  impend- 
ing danger  was  over.  It  was  a mere  temporary 
expedient,  used  like  sublimate  of  mercury,  to  ef- 
fect immediate  salavation.  And  this  villainous  shift 
we  have  put  on,  to  stick  to  us  like  Hercules’s  fatal 
shirt,  as  our  best  clothing.  We  take  extreme  me- 
dicine, poison,  as  our  daily  fare;  and  its  conse- 
quences are  distemper,  wretchedness,  dispair,  and 
short-lived  being — dissolution  in  remorse  instead  of 
long  life,  health  and  happiness.  It  is  a scourge 
peculiar  to  this  country,  in  this  respect,  the  most 
benighted  and  stupid  in  the  world:  a deep  stain  on 


our  national  character,  doing  us  immense  injury 
abroad:  a cancer  in  the  American  breast.  It  has 
recolonized  us  to  England.  It  forces  tribute  from 
us  harder  than  we  ever  took  up  arms  against.  The 
holy  alliance  of  despots  regard  it  with  delight  as 
fettering  beyond  their  combined  power  republican 
energy  and  American  development.  It  seems  to 
be  our  doom.  All  science,  experience,  instinct 
teach  that  there  is  but  one  kind  of  money.  But  we 
half-informed  Yankees,  just  too  much  educated  to 
work,  are  put  upon  every  device  to  live  without  it 
and  with  all  our  sharp-sightedness  cannot  perceive 
what  every  man,  woman  and  child  knows,  that  pa- 
per is  not  metal — perhaps  there  is  something  in  the 
very  trick  of  it  that  takes  with  Yankee.  Jtismar- 
vellous  what  a small  number  by  this  delusion  con- 
found and  control  the  whole  country. 

These  gamblers  call  themselves  merchants,  and 
rail  at  all  endeavors  to  check  their  designs  as  inju- 
rious and  inimical  to  commerce.  The  merchants 
ought  to  disown  them.  A bona  fide  merchant  is 
an  honor  and  benefit  to  any  commonwealth.  There 
were  two  such  brothers  whose  summer  residences 
were  in  Germantown;  gentlemen  who  minded  their 
business,  enriched  themselves,  and  comforted  the 
community,  who  were  universally  respected.  But 
did  they  shave  notes,  fly  exchange  kites,  stand 
trembling  at  a bank  counter  for  the  grinding  of  a 
bit  of  accommodation  paper,  or  tear  men’s  coats  off 
to  get  stock  in  some  new  fancy,  chartered  to  cheat? 
No,  never.  Merchants  are  not  bulls  nor  bears, 
your  jobbing  gentry,  who  neither  toil  nor  spin,  yet 
are  arrayed  like  Solomon  in  all  his  glory,  and  keep 
almost  as  many  mistresses.  There  are  hundreds  of 
bank  waiting  men  lounging  abouttown,  who  in  the 
country  might  be  much  more  independent  and  re- 
spectable— and  cured  of  dyspepsia  and  debt  at  the 
same  time.  If  the  real  merchants  would  discoun- 
tenance these  counterfeits,  the  la wyers  would  fol- 
low, and  then  the  press,  and  so  we  should  get  rid  of 
the  dynasty,  whose  influence  now  is  prodigious.  I 
trust  our  young  gentlemen  will  see  that  neither 
riches  or  honor  come  of  discounts,  debts,  specula- 
tions, and  fictitious  credit.  I always  thought  it  a 
mistake  in  general  Jackson  to  say  that  bank  dis- 
counts and  paper  money  make  the  rich  richer. 
There  are  ten  thousand  blanks  to  one  prize  in  that 
lottery.  Look  round  through  all  the  splendid  mise- 
ry of  the  flashy  borrowers,  where  do  you  see  a man 
grown  even  rich  among  them?  Hundreds  flutter 
about  on  paper  wings,  looking  down  with  upstart 
contempt  on  honest  thrift  trudging  along.  But  the 
end  crowns  the  work.  There  is  a French  proverb 
which  says — '■'■we’ll  see  when  he  dies."  Industry 
never  fails.  Speculation  seldom  wins.  The  end 
of  the  speculators  is  commonly  as  hard  as  the  way 
of  transgressors.  The  jail  or  the  poor-house  is 
mostly  his  last  stage.  The  flour  speculators,  the 
cotton  speculators,  the  land  speculators,  and  the 
stock  speculators,  the  nabobs,  the  gilded  butterflies 
of  yesterday,  are  withered  to  crawling  worms  again 
to-day. 

The  bitter  lessons  they  both  learn  and  teach 
ought  to  satisfy  us  that  time,  as  well  as  labor,  are 
indispensable  elements  in  all  solid  acquirements; 
that  discounts  are  not  property,  nor  paper  gold. 
The  countryman,  with  his  dirty  acres,  is  richerthan 
the  trademan  on  paper  pinions.  None  get  rich  by 
gambling,  and  a few  in  a hurry.  If  the  old  Roman 
had  put  a little  Greek  into  his  veto,  he  would  have 
argued  that,  while  paper  money  does  indeed  grind 
the  poor,  yet  it  seldom  makes  the  rich  richer. 
The  rich  lose  more,  though  they  may  suffer  less 
by  it  than  the  poor.  It  is  the  great,  if  not  the 
only  cause  of  the  striking  difference  existing  be- 
tween the  towns  and  the  farms  of  our  common 
country;  and  if  country  people  could  but  unite 
against  the  disorganizes,  as  they  greatly  outnum- 
ber them,  they  could  put  them  down  with  ease  at 
once. 

There  is  one  and  only  one  simple  cure  for  the 
evil,  and  that  is  no  paper  money  under,  at  any  rate, 
twenty  dollars.  There  is  gold  and  silver  enough  in 
the  country  if  the  banks  would  let  it  circulate.  If 
the  superior  enterprise,  more  constant,  and  more 
universal  labor  of  the  United  States  were  not  de- 
prived of  the  only  certain  standard  of  value,  that 
by  which  all  other  nations  measure  for  themselves 
and  for  us  too,  domestic  exchanges  would  be  equal, 
and  foreign  exchanges  in  our  favor  against  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Europe  would  be  constantly  in  debt 
to  us;  and  we  should  export  our  manufactures  to 
Europe,  Asia  and  Africa.  All  other  protection  to 
American  industry  is  futile  but  payments  in  gold 
and  silver.  They  are  the  only  American  system; 
a tariff  without  them  is  nonsense.  There  is  not 
time  now  to  develope  a political  view  of  this  sub- 
ject, which  may  be  rendered  very  striking,  espe- 
cially to  young  men:  I mean  the  aristocratic  effect 
of  paper  money. 

It  is  common  to  talk  of  an  aristocracy  of  wealth; 


but  as,  in  my  humble  opinion,  gambling  on  credit 
seldom,  if  ever,  leads  to  wealth,  it  is  wiong  to  call 
the  apes  of  aristocracy  it  raises  from  all -lours  to 
walking  upright,  an  aristocracy  of  wealth,  lor  they 
have  no  wealth.  Instead  of  presenting  a view  of 
this  part  of  the  subject  now,  however,  I must  leave 
that  tail  of  aristocracy  for  some  future  exposition, 
and  close  at  present  by  one  practical  and  personal 
illustration.  There  was  a poor  village  boy,  of 
humble  parents,  who  managed,  as  he  grew  up,  by 
good  conduct  to  work  his  way  along,  till  he  saved 
some  money,  earned  by  practising  as  a lawyer.  He 
resisted  the  temptation  of  speculation,  though  it  was 
rife  all  about  him,  and  stuck  to  his  business. 
While  his  acquaintances  were  most  of  them  all 
agog  for  making  money  by  banks  and  other  corpo- 
iafions,  and  burning  their  fingers  with  discounts  to 
get  rich  in  a day,  he  preferred  investing  his  gains 
in  land,  and  letting  it  lie  like  seed  to  ripen  and  bear 
fruit.  By  such  investment,  as  often  happens,  he 
grew  rich,  so  rich  that  he  said  he  was  ashamed  for 
thinking  so  much  of  it.  His  neighbors  finding  him 
trustworthy,  called  him  into  public  service,  in  the 
state  legislature,  and  gradually  he  rose  from  one 
place  to  another,  till  he  became  such  a public  favo- 
rite, that  crowds  of  people  welcomed  him,  like  La- 
fayette, wherever  he  went,  and  especially  country 
people.  Some  say  he  drives  a gilded  coach,  with 
servants  in  fine  liveries,  which,  if  so,  is  not  like  his 
taste  generally;  though  probably  it  is  a handsome 
equipage,  as  he  has  become  president  of  the  United 
States,  supplied  by  law  with  liberal  means  to  main- 
tain the  dignity  of  that  elevated  station. 

From  tiis  career,  avarice  and  ambition  maylearn 
a moral.  His  administration  is  striving  against  the 
paper  power,  which  Washington  and  Madison,  and 
the  other  fathers  of  our  present  government  flatter- 
ed themselves  they  had  put  down.  In  the  course 
of  human  events,  however,  it  afterwards  stole  a 
terrible  march  upon  us;  and,  let  us  confess,  not 
with  too  much  democratic  assistance.  President 
Jackson,  God  bless  him!  came  with  his  iron  nerve 
and  head  of  granite,  heated  in  a volcano,  to  set  his 
giant  popularity  against  that  foe,  as  he  set  his  no- 
ble breast  against  the  foe  at  New  Orleans;  the  pa- 
per money  toe  denounced  by  Madison  in  the  Fede- 
ralist as  worse  than  enemies  in  arms — more  formi- 
dable to  American  liberty  and  equality,  morality 
and  property,  union  and  harmony.  President  Van 
Buren,  in  his  calm,  considerate  way,  has  set  him- 
self against  it  too.  The  speculators  say  he  wants 
to  injure  trade  and  break  the  banks.  But  just  the 
contrary:  he  is  sustaining  them  against  counterfeits. 
He  says  to  the  banks:  “Gentlemen,  I wish  you  no 
harm;  but  I think,  after  so  many  experiments, 
equally  injurious  to  you  and  to  government,  you 
ought  not  to  use  public  money,  which  the  law 
punishes  as  delinquency  when  done  by  individuals. 
You  may  use  what  kind  of  money  you  like;  but 
the  law  and  the  constitution  requires  gold  and  sil- 
ver for  public  dues.”  This  is  the  whole  question 
which  agitates  the  country.  The  speculators  are 
like  a disturbed  hornet’s  nest — all  fury  and  spite. 
But  who  ever  attack  them?  Who  made  the  banks 
burst?  Not  government.  What  makes  the  shaving 
shops  in  town  go  off  like  blasted  rocks?  Was  it 
not  themselves  who  drilled  the  holes  and  used  the 
gunpowdei?  They  must  and  will  use  usury" — it 
must  be  in  paper  money — it  must  be  borrowed 
money — it  must  be  public  money — and  it  must  be 
kept  in  chartered  corporations.  The  president 
mildly,  if  not  meekly,  says  not.  Having  preserved 
his  ow  n chastity  of  pocket  from  miscellaneous  in- 
tercourse, he  desires  to  restore  that  of  government, 
which,  by  one  false  step  after  another,  since  gene- 
ral Hamilton’s  first  flirt  with  a bank,  had  got,  at 
last,  to  downright  polygamy,  and  was  half  ruined 
by  keeping  a whole  harem  of  these  mistresses.  It 
is  a hard  task,  to  be  sure,  to  reform  a confirmed 
rake;  but  is  not  tile  president  in  duty  bound  to  try 
and  restore  the  constitution  to  its  original  vigour? 

I think  he  will  succeed — he  is  so  lucky,  arid  the 
thing  is  so  very  reasonable.  He  got  the  better  of 
the  British  when  they  roused  the  Maine  iacs.  Fine 
fellows!  those  men  in  Maine!  There  is  so  much 
method  in  their  madness!  Congress,  by  acclama- 
tion, all  parties,  voting  Martin  Van  Buren  dictator 
of  all  North  America,  though  a bold  stroke,  was  a 
glorious  spectacle  of  republican  might.  It  told  in 
Loudon  and  Paris  like  the  capture  of  Saratoga, 
Yorktown  and  New  Orleans.  These  peaceable  vic- 
tories are  excellent  things  for  cheap  government, 
such  as  the  U.  States  have  lately  won  over  the  two 
greatest  powers  of  Europe.  It  is  really  doing 
wonders,  by  mere  dread  of  democracy,  without 
fleets  and  armies.  If  such  exploits  are  lollowed  up 
by  an  act  of  emancipation  from  the  money  power, 
the  United  States,  with  seventeen  millions  of  peo- 
ple, w ill  fulfil  the  destiny  marked  out  by  their  great 
declarator  of  independence,  and  town  and  country 
will  prosper  altogether. 
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Wilmington  whalers.  In  our  last  we  mentioned  the 
arrival  at  Wilmington,  of  the  whailing  ship  North 
America.  The  Delaware  Journal  states  that  she  was 
out  about  fourteen  months — and  about  nine  of  these 
were  passed  in  going  to  and  coming  from  her  fishing 
grounds — leaving  about  five  months  for  engagement  in 
actual  fishing.  She  brought  in  about  2,400  barrels, 
about  60  or  70  of  which  are  sperm.  She  disposed  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  worth  at  Hobarts-town,  the  cash 
for  which  she  brought  with  her — and  afterwards  filled 
the  vacancy  occasioned  in  her  hold  by  taking  more 
whales.  She  has  on  board  about  20,000  lbs.  of  bones. 
This  voyage  is  extraordinary,  and  speaks  well  for  the 
knowledge,  experience  and  activity  of  the  captain  and 
crew,  and  while  it  is  profitable  to  the  company,  will 
inspire  new  hope  and  animation  in  those  engaged  in 
this  excellent  enterprise. 

Serious  casualty.  We  learn  that  the  train  of  burden 
cars,  loaded  with  cotton  for  the  Laurel  factory,  on  the 
Patuxent,  took  fire  yesterday  from  the  sparks  of  the 
locomotive  engine,  on  the  Washington  rail  road,  and 
that  about  fortyt  bales  of  cotton  were  consumed.  The 
loss  sustained  in  consequence  of  this  accident,  is  esti- 
mated at  about  three  thousand  dollars.  Experience 
seems  to  have  demonstrated  that,  while  the  moving 
power  of  the  engines  in  use  upon  rail  roads  is  generat- 
ed by  the  combustion  of  wood  as  fuel,  it  is  exceedingly 
dificult  to  avoid  an  occasional  accident  by  fire  upon  the 
line  of  the  road.  This  being  assumed,  as  it  can  hardly 
be  controverted,  the  greater  safty — we  might  almost 
say  the  thorough  safty — of  coal,  when  used  for  that  pur- 
pose, ought  to  be  a strong  recommendation  to  the  latter, 
and  to  secure  it  the  preference  in  all  cases,  so  far  as 
practicable.  [Balt.  Patriot. 

Steamboat  accident.  The  Rochester  Democrat  states 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant,  as  the  steamboat 
United  States  was  going  out  ot  port,  she  encountered 
the  Great  Britain,  or  the  two  boats  struck  each  other, 
by  which  both  were  very  much  injured.  Ala  ge  break 
was  made  in  the  U.  States,  and  the  Great  Britain  lost 
most  of  her  deck — insomuch  that  her  boilers  were  en- 
tirely bare.  The  United  States  immediately  returned 
to  make  repairs,  and  after  a short  time  again  put  out, 
but  after  going  about  forty  miles,  she  was  obliged  to 
return  on  account  of  a great  leakage  and  a strong  head 
wind. 

Large  claim.  On  Saturday  last  a deed  was  shown 
us,  dated  several  years  before  the  treaty  of  William 
Penn  with  the  Indians.  The  deed  secures  many  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  in  New  Jersey  to  the  holder  of  it 
and  his  heirs.  A few  days  ago  one  of  the  heirs  ascer- 
tained that  this  deed  was  in  the  possession  of  an  indi- 
vidual who,  at  the  conflagration  of  tire  recorder’s  office 
about  50  years  ago,  probably  saved  and  retained  it. 
The  heir  immediately  called  upon  him,  demanded  and 
obtained  it.  Suits,  we  understand,  will  shortly  be  in- 
stituted for  this  land  by  the  claimant,  who  is  a shoe- 
maker by  profession.  Several  counties  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey  are  included  in  this  claim.  [Phil  Ledg. 

An  effective  blow.  A young  man  in  Middletown  val- 
ley a short  time  since  killed  a garter  snake  with  the 
extrordinarv  number  ol  one  hundred  and  two  young 
shakes  in  embryo.  This  is  no  snake  story. 

[Frederick  Examiner. 

Large  cocoonery.  The  editor  of  the  Philadelphia 
United  S ates  Gazette  gives  an  account  of  a visit  to 
the  Highfield  cocoonery,  near  Philadelphia,  owned 
by  Philip  Physic,  esq.  The  building  is  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  long  and  thirty  feet  wide,  three  stories 
high.  The  basement  contains  a steam  engine  for 
propelling  machinery,  a repository  for  mulberry  leaves, 
where  they  are  kept  dry  without  withering,  and  an 
apartment  for  culinary  purposes.  In  the  upper  stories, 
there  are  the  hatching  room  in  which  thiriy-five  thou- 
sand silk  worms  were  hatched  in  one  morning,  and 
the  feeding  room,  in  which  the  spinning  was  done, 
an  immense  room  supplied  with  shelves,  hurdles, 
galleries,  ranges  of  shelves  on  railways,  and  locomo- 
tive steps  for  reaching  the  different  hurdles.  In  this 
great  room  there  are  feeding  one  million  four  hundred 
thousand  worms.  Near  the  building  was  growing  four 
hundred  thousand  multicaulis  trees.  On  the  top  of  the 
house  was  a reservoir  of  water,  from  which  pipes  de- 
scend to  every  room.  The  water  is  pumped  from  a 
well  in  the  yard  and  conveyed  to  the  house  top,  a dis- 
tance of  sixty-three  feet,  by  dog  power. 

Not  so  fast.  Mr.  Buckingham,  the  editor  of  the 
Boston  Courier,  and  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Bunker 
Hill  monument  association,  states  that  if  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  have  been  subscribed  towards  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Bunker’s  Hill  monument,  the  directors 
know  nothing  about  it. 

The  Turkish  law  against  duelling  is  very  severe. 
The  survivor  in  a duel  which  took  place  in  Constan- 
tinople, was  found  guilty  of  murder  and  decapitated. 
The  parties  were  rival  lovers. 

The  two  hundreth  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the 
first  Ursuline  nuns  who  settled  in  Canada,  and  also  of 
the  sisters  of  the  Hotal  Dieu,  was  celebrated  at  Quebec 
on  the  1st  ultimo.  The  founders  of  these  institutions 
were  the  dutchess  d’Angillion  and  Madame  de  la  Pol- 
terie,  to  whom  and  their  ancestors,  the  poor  of  Canada 
are  much  indebted. 

Stale  loan.  We  learn  that  the  banks  which  some 
time  since  made  a temporary  loan  to  the  state  have 
converted  it  into  a permanent  one;  thus  relieving  the 


state  from  the  embarrassment  which  its  failure  to  ob- 
tain it  from  other  sources  might  have  occasioned. 

[Phil.  North  Ame. 

The  governor  of  Florida  has  made  arrangements 
wilh  the  Union  bank  for  a loan  on  the  bonds  of  the 
territory  for  a sum  sufficient  to  purchase  arms,  pro- 
visions, &c.  and  the  maintenance  of  a territorial  force 
independent  of  the  United  States  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontier.  An  application  for  arms  and  provisions 
made  by  the  governor  to  col.  Davenport,  commanding 
United  States  forces,  was  refused. 

Frontier  Indians.  In  November,  1838,  it  was  esti- 
mated that  the  number  of  emigrate  Indians  west  of  the 
Mississippi  amounted  to  81,032.  Of  the  indigenous 
tribes,  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  reported 
231,806  as  within  striking  distance  of  the  western  fron- 
tier. The  whole  number  of  removed  and  native  tribes 
to  the  west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas  is  312,888.  Of 
these  it  is  officially  estimated  that  every  fifth  individual 
is  a warrior;  constituting  a force  of  62,577  warriors. 

Of  the  Indians  remaining  to  the  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi in  November,  and  under  treaty  stipulations  to  re- 
move, there  were  26,482.  [N.  Y.  Courier. 

Copper  mine  in  Essex  county , N.  J.  There  has  been 
opened,  within  a few  weeks,  a copper  mine  in  the 
neighboring  town  of  Topsfield,  in  this  county.  It  is 
in  the  southwest  side  of  the  town,  near  the  Danvers 
and  Middleton  lines.  It  promises  thus  far,  we  under- 
stand to  yield  a good  quantity  and  quality  of  this  metal. 

[Salem  Advocate. 

New  type  metal.  The  Foreign  Monthly  Review  says 
that  a Mr.  Colson,  type  founder,  of  Clermont,  England, 
has  obtained  a patent  for  making  types  from  a new 
composition,  much  harder  than  that  in  common  use. 
Types  made  from  it  will  last  ten  years,  even  under 
steam  printing. 

Liberation  of  prisoners.  A letter  received  at  Roches- 
ter from  Kingston,  (U.  C.)  states  that  the  lieutenant  go- 
vernor has  pardoned  the  following  persons,  taken  pri- 
soners at  Windmill  last  fall,  and  sent  them  to  the  U. 
States  at  the  expense  of  the  British  government.  Nine 
are  Americans  and  two  Frenchmen.  Oliver  Lawton, 
Auburn — Samuel  Livingston,  Lisbon — Edgar  Rogers, 
Watertown— John  M.  Jones,  Philadelphia,  Jefferson 
county — Gaines  Powers,  Dexter — John  Graves,  Grand 
Island,  Vermont — D-  Delafield,  Oswego — Levi  Chap- 
man, Morristown — Turman  Chipman,  do. — Baptist 
Raza,  Montreal — Alonzo  Mayott,  Rosseau,  St.  Law- 
rence county.  It  is  believed  that  all  the  prisoners  in 
the  fort,  amounting  to  70,  will  be  liberated  soon,  pro- 
vided no  disturbance  occur  on  the  frontier. 

John  David  Fink  has  been  recognized  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  as  consul  of  Wurtemburg 
for  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  for  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama  and  the  territory  of  Florida;  and 
Frederick  Frey  as  consul  of  Baden,  for  the  port  of  New 
Orleans. 

New  cotton.  New  Orleans  August  6.  The  steam- 
boat Arabian , from  Louisville  which  she  left  on  the  27th 
ult.  brought  down  six  bales  of  the  new  crop  from  Rod- 
ney. We  have  understood  that  five  bales  were  sold 
on  landing  at  15  cents  per  pound.  The  quality  is 
good  fair. 

Accident.  As  the  steamboat  Mazeppa  was  proceed- 
ing towards  Madisonville,  on  Sunday  last,  with  several 
passengers  on  board,  one  of  the  young  men  engaged 
to  row  one  of  the  boats  during  the  race  went  into  the 
mate’s  cabin  to  change  his  dress.  While  there,  he 
unguardedly  threw  a lighted  segar  into  a small  keg 
or  barrel  standing  near,  but,  on  turning  round  and  per- 
ceiving that  the  keg  contained  gun-powder,  he  stooped 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  segar,  when  an  ex- 
plosion took  place,  by  which  the  young  man  was  very 
severely  scorched  and  wounded,  the  cabin  blown  to 
atoms,  and  the  greatest  confusion  and  alarm  caused 
among  all  on  board.  We  understand  the  individual, 
though  seriously  injured,  is  likely  to  recover. 

Steamboat  sunk.  The  steamboat  Empress,  Russell, 
from  St.  Louis,  reports  the  loss  of  the  steamboat  Casket, 
sunk  at  Mount  Vernon.  Also,  the  steamboat  Sultan, 
snagged  and  sunk  in  10  feet  water  at  head  of  No.  8, 
on  the  29th  of  July.  The  boat  and  cargo  a total  loss. 

[Bee. 

Canal  tolls.  Amount  of  tolls  collected  on  the  New 
York  state  canals: 


April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

1833. 

127,670  36 
213.355  81 
173  096  00 
160,635  04 

1839. 

103,019  40 
301,638  80 
193,972  09 
152,792  42 

674,807  21 

761,422  71 
674,807  21 

Excess  in  1839, 

86,615  50 

Churches  in  Virginia.  We  gather  from  an  editorial 
article  in  the  Religious  Herald,  the  following  statistics 
in  respect  to  the  number  of  communicants  in  the 
churches  of  the  principal  Christian  denominations  in 
Virginia. 

In  the  Baptist  churches,  60.000  communicants. 

Methodist  Episcopal  church,  50,000  do. 

Protestant  Episcopal  church,  3,700  do. 

Presbyterian  church,  12,000  do. 

The  United  States  court  at  Boston  have  decided  that 
a claim  by  seamen  for  wages,  after  a vessel  is  pro- 
nounced unseaworthy,  is  not  tenable.  / 


Audubon's  orintliology . The  Boston  Atlas,  in  stating 
that  the  last  chapter  of  this  stupendous  work  has  been 
completed,  remarks — The  conclusion  has  been  attain- 
ed of  an  undertaking,  which,  unrivalled  for  the  bold- 
ness almost  amounting  to  temerity  with  which  it  was 
commenced,  the  perseverance  and  untiring  zeal  with 
which  it  was  carried  on,  and  the  fidelity,  industry,  and 
celerity  with  which  it  has  been  completed,  will  remain 
an  enduring  monument  of  American  enterprise  and 
science. 

A company  has  just  been  organized  at  Richmond,  for 
the  construction  of  a rail  road,  three  miles  in  length, 
which  will  command  the  transportaion  of  all  the  coal 
raised  at  the  iEfna  mines,  the  Dupuy  and  Poval  mines, 
and  others  about  to  be  worked,  about  one-third  of  the 
road  is  already  graded,  and  will  be  ironed  in  a few 
weeks,  so  that  profits  may  be  expected  the  present 
year. 

Steam  ships  to  Boston.  The  Boston  Transcript  states 
that  the  Atlantic  steam  navigation  company  have  ac- 
cepted the  proposals  of  the  East  Boston  company  to 
build  a wharf  near  the  ferry,  for  the  express  accom- 
modation of  Mr.  Cunard,  with  ample  docks  fpr  the  re- 
ception of  his  five  steam  ships,  ana  an  extensive  depot 
for  coal,  and  to  tender  him  a lease  of  it  for  twenty 
years,  without  any  charge  except  the  customary  wharf- 
age on  goods  shipped  and  landed.  Also,  to  carry  all 
merchandise  to  consignees,  and  from  the  shippers 
without  any  charge  for  ferriage,  and  at  the  city  rates 
for  truckage;  so  that  it  may  be  transported  as  cheap  as 
if  landed  or  shipped  on  the  Boston  side. 

Yellow  fever  in  New  Orleans.  The  Bee  of  the  3d, 
says: — “We  have  made  careful  enquiry  at  the  sources 
where  accurate  information  is  most  likely  to  be  obtain- 
ed, and  we  are  justified  in  concluding  that  yellow  fe- 
ver does  exist  in  our  city.  In  the  charity  hospital  seven 
fatal  cases  have  occurred,  and  there  are  now  several 
patients  ill  with  the  disease.  Some  cases  have  broken 
out  in  the  city.  We  know  of  two  young  men,  mer- 
chant’s clerks,  who  are  now  down  with  the  fever.  As 
yet,  however,  the  epidemic  prevails  to  no  very  alarming 
extent;  but  the  intense  heats  which  have  succeeded  the 
long  continued  and  copious  rains,  it  is  altogether  pro- 
bable, that  in  a few  days,  we  shall  have  to  record  nu- 
merous cases.  We,  therefore,  caution  strangers  who 
remain  among  us  to  be  exceedingly  cautious  in  their 
habits,  and  to  avoid  exposure  to  the  dews  of  the  morn- 
ing and  evening,  and  if  possible,  to  the  unmitigated 
fierceness  of  the  sun’s  rays  at  mid-day. 

Extra  sessions  of  congress.  Since  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution,  congress  has  been  convened  four  times 
on  extraordinary  occasions,  to  wit:  in  1797,  by  John 
Adams,  on  matters  relating  to  the  war  with  France;  in 
1809  and  1813,  by  James  Madison,  on  matters  relating 
to  the  war  with  Great  Britain;  and  in  1837,  by  Martin 
VanBuren,  on  account  of  the  war  against  the  banks 
and  commercial  credit  of  the  country.  [N.  Y.  Whig. 

An  historical  anecdote.  It  is  said  that  some  months 
before  the  eccentric  and  brutal  Paul,  czar  of  Russia, 
was  murdered  by  his  subjects  in  his  palace,  he  gave  his 
eldest  son,  Alexander,  leave  to  ask  any  favor  he  thought 
proper,  promising  to  accord  it  to  him.  The  young 
archduke,  begging  that  his  father  would  not  be  offend- 
ed, thus  nobly  expressed  himself:  “I  request,  sire,  that 
any  verbal  order  against  any  subject  may  not  be  put 
into  execution  until  four  and  twenty  hours  shall  have 
elapsed.’’  This  was  a severe  rebuke  to  the  tyrant, 
whose  caprice,  ill-temper  and  unjust  acts  are  matters 
of  history.  Nevertheless,  he  granted  the  bold  request 
of  his  son,  and  confirmed  it  by  proclamation. 

The  Huntsville  Democrat  estimates  the  loss  on  cot- 
ton, this  year,  to  the  people  above  the  Muscle  shoals,  in 
the  Tennessee  valley,  caused  by  the  delay  in  getting 
the  article  into  market  before  the  decline  in  prices,  at 
from  55200,001)  to  $300,000. 

Longevity.  There  are  now  living  in  Nantucket  57 
persons  whose  united  ages  number  almost  as  many 
years  as  have  transpired  since  the  world  began!  The 
ages  of  these  57  individuals  amount  to  an  aggregate  of 
4^804  years.  The  eldest  is  a female  of  97 — the  young- 
est, of  whom  there  are  five,  are  over  fourscore  each; 
average  of  the  whole  upwards  of  84  years;  males  24,  fe- 
males 36. 

Commerce  of  Baltimore.  We  learn  that  twenty-nine 
ships  and  brigs  are  now  on  their  way  from  Europe  to 
Baltimore,  some  of  which  are  hourly  expected.  Of 
this  number  two  are  from  London;  six  irom  Liverpool; 
and  twenty-one  from  Bremen.  [Balt.  Amer. 

The  Mormons.  Some  disciples  of  John  Smith  have 
established  themselves  in  the  neighborhood  of  New 
Egypt,  and  in  other  places,  in  Monmouth,  N.  J.  They 
first  appeared  there  some  six  months  ago.  They  have 
made  converts  of  several  persons  of  some  standing  and 
influence;  and  strange  as  the  story  seems,  their  num- 
bers are  increasing.  [iVem  Jersey  State  Gazette. 

Destructive  fire.  A disastrous  fire  broke  out  in  Cin- 
cinnati on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  in  an  oil 
and  the  flames  were  not  arrested  until  six  different 
mills  and  tenements  were  consumed,  as  follows:  I wo 
flouring  mills,  one  corn,  do.  one  linseed,  do.  one  castor 
oil,  do.  one  large  frame  warehouse,  and  two  dwelling 
houses.  The  whole  amount  of  property  destroyed  is 
es'imated  at  about  forty  thousand  dollars,  of  which 
amount  only  about  twenty  thousand  dollars  were  in- 
sured. A son  of  Mr.  Bryan,  owner  of  the  oil  mill,  a 
young  man  of  17  years  of  age,  was  burnt  in  the  build- 
ing. 
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Appointment's  by  the  president.  Henry 
Ledyard,  to  be  secretary  of  the  legation  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris. 

John  A.  Parker,  of  Virginia,  to  be  clerk  to  the 
commissioner  for  marking  the  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  the  republic  of  Texas. 

The  president  has  officially  recognized  Thomas 
Colley  Grattan,  as  British  consul  for  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  to  reside  at  Boston. 

Neapolitan  indemnity.  The  secretary  of  the 
treasury  has  given  notice  that  the  sixth  instalment 
of  the  Neapolitan  indemnity,  amounting,  as  is  now 
computed,  to  $220,416  47,  will  be  paid  to  the 
claimants  on  application  to  the  Bank  of  America  at 
New  York,  on  or  alter  the  5th  day  of  September 
next,  and  at  such  other  places  as  that  bank  may  de- 
signate. 

The  foreign  news  received  by  the  packet  ship 
Liverpool,  and  published  in  the  present  sheet,  has 
caused  much  speculation  in  the  commercial  com- 
munity; but  it  is  considered  too  vague  to  form  the 
basis  of  any  calculalions  for  the  future,  as  every 
thing  depends  upon  the  state  of  the  crops.  The 
New  York  Express  ol'Monday  says,  those  interested 
in  keeping  down  stocks,  are  clamorous  that  the  ac- 
counts are  bad,  and  it  appears  to  have  that  effect  on 
stocks,  which  have  declined  from  £ to  1 per  cent. 
The  cotton  holders  are  quite  encouraged,  and  ask 
higher  rates.  Both  opinions  are  in  part  correct. 

Private  advices  give  a more  favorable  account  of 
trade — particularly  in  American  goods,  and  there  is 
certainly  a good  advance  on  cotton — full  a half- 
penny, with  a speculating  spirit.  This  is  calcu- 
lated to  help  the  staple.  The  prospects  are  thought 
to  be  unfavorable  to  grain  and  also  for  money — for, 
as  the  Bank  of  England  has  obtained  no  relief,  it 
was  unable  to  afford  relief  to  others.  Indeed,  its 
ability  was  not  as  great  a3  that  of  the  private  bank- 
ers, who  discounted  paper  at  less  rates  than  the 
bank.  As  there  is  no  relief  in  American  stocks, 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  the  effect  upon 
stocks  has  been  unfavorable  in  Wall  street. 

Our  people  are  always  ready  whenever  there  is 
the  least  chance  for  speculation.  The  news  is  con- 
sidered so  unfavorable  for  the  crops  in  England, 
that  quite  an  active  movement  has  been  made  here 
in  the  flour  market.  At  an  early  hour  the  spirit 
made  its  appearance,  and  considerable  sales  have 
been  made  at  25  cents  advance. 

The  Philadelphia  North  American  says  the  news 
is  certainly  as  good  as  we  could  have  anticipated. 
Every  thing  there  now  depends  on  the  coming  har- 
vest, and  the  closing  advices  on  that  point  were  to 
be  considered  as  favorable.  The  export  of  bullion 
continued  when  the  Liverpool  sailed,  but  the  arri- 
val of  the  steamers  from  this  country,  carrying  out 
over  a million  of  dollars,  will  serve  to  allay  their 
fears  in  relation  to  any  claim  from  this  country, 
and  the  anticipated  arrivals  of  large  amounts 
from  Mexico  will  tend  to  give  steadiness  to  the 
market.  We  could  not  have  expected  a very  great 
change  in  so  short  a time  as  to  find  the  English 
market  rcdieved. 

The  difficulty  of  exchanges  still  continues  with 
us,  and  is  aggravated,  we  are  informed,  by  western 
men  confounding  the  published  rates  at  which  ex- 
change will  be  collected  here,  with  those  at  which  it 
will  be  cashed.  As,  for  instance,  exchange  on  New 
Orleans  will  be  collected  at  3 a 31  per  cent,  but  will 
not  be  cashed  under  6,  and  sometimes  it  is  difficult 
to  have  it  done  at  any  price. 

Mexico.  The  schooner  G.  Wetter,  at  New  Or- 
leans, sailed  from  Tampico  on  the  31st  July.  She 
brings  $125,000  in  specie. 

Letters  from  Tampico  of  July  30  state  that  the 
country  is  perfectly  tranquil.  Bustamente  has  re- 
sumed the  presidential  chair,  and  Santa  Ana  has  re- 
tired to  his  farm  of  Manga  de  Clavo. 

The  custom  house  officers  exhibit  the  utmost  rigor 
towards  trade. 

The  hon.  F.  II.  Elmore,  a member  of  congress 
from  South  Carolina,  has  resigned  his  seat  in  that 
body. 

Mr.  Zebedee  Kendall,  father  of  the  postmaster 
general,  died  at  his  residence  in  Dunstable,  Mass, 
o i Wednesday,  aged  S4  years. 

Vol.  YI. — Sio.  26. 


Excitement  in  Baltimore.  Great  excite- 
ment was  occasioned  in  Baltimore  on  Sunday  last, 
in  consequence  of  the  escape  of  a nun  from  the 
Carmelite  nunnery,  in  Aisquith  st.,  who  took  re- 
fuge in  a neighboring  house,  and  was  from  thence 
conveyed  to  the  hospital  department  of  the  Wash- 
ington medical  college,  by  the  mayor  of  the  city, 
who  had  been  called  upon  during  the  excitement 
occasioned  by  the  event.  In  consequence  of  the 
exaggerated  rumors  which  had  arisen,  it  was  feared 
by  some  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  during  the 
night  to  destroy  the  nunnery, — fora  large  crowd  had 
collected  in  the  afternoon,  and  there  were  some  in- 
dications of  a riotous  spirit.  But  the  mayor, 
with  that  promptitude  and  energy  for  which 
he  is  so  justly  distinguished,  called  upon  the  regi- 
ment of  city  guards,  which  promptly  repaired  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  spot,  and  held  themselves  in 
readiness  to  act  on  the  first  emergency.  Their 
presence,  and  a proper  disposition  of  the  police, 
completely  over-awed  all  who  were  disposed  for 
mischief,  and  the  night  passed  away  quietly.  Since 
that  period  the  excitement  has  entirely  ceased,  but 
the  guards  were  on  duty  several  successive  nights, 
and  are  now  prepared  to  act  at  a moment’s  warning. 

It  is  due  to  the  character  of  Baltimore  to  say, 
that  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  out  of  every 
thousand  of  her  citizens,  discountenanced  the  mad 
and  senseless  clamor  by  which  a few  fanatics  en- 
deavored to  excite  the  bigoted  or  ignorant  in  the 
crowd,  and  that  the  slightest  movement  of  a hostile 
character,  even  without  the  presence  of  the  guards, 
would  have  been  instantly  suppressed. 

The  following  certificates  establish  the  insanity 
of  the  nun  whose  escape  occasioned  the  excitement, 
beyond  the  shadow  of  doubt. 

Having  read  in  yesterday  evening’s  Post  “that  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  faculty  of  the  Washington 
college  that  Miss  Isabella  Neale,”  the  apparent  cause 
of  the  present  excitement,  “was  sane,”  I deem  it 
my  duty  to  the  faculty  to  state  that  they  have  ex- 
pressed no  opinion  on  the  case.  As  regards  my 
own  individual  opinion,  I am  free  to  say  that  I con- 
sider her  a ■perfect  maniac. 

J.  H.  Miller,  m.  d.  president  of  the  faculty 
of  Washington  university  of  Baltimore. 

Baltimore,  August  20,  1839. 

The  Carmelite  sister  who  left  the  convent.yester- 
day,  (Sunday),  whose  name  is  Isabella  Neale,  has 
been  to  my  knowledge  afflicted  with  this  monoma- 
nia for  upwards  of  five  months.  She  thinks  she  can 
live  without  eating  and  drinking.  As  I have  not 
seen  her  since  April  last,  she  may  now  be  better 
on  that  point;  but,  for  all,  my  opinion  is,  she  never 
will  be  in  her  right  senses. 

P.  Chatard,  m.  d. 

Baltimore,  August  19,  1839. 

We  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  faculty  of 
medicine  of  the  Washington  university  of  Balti- 
more, having  been  applied  to  by  col.  Win.  Brent 
for  our  opinion  in  reference  to  the  case  of  sister 
Isabella,  who  was  placed  in  this  institution  by  the 
mayor  of  the  city  on  Sunday  last,  state  as  follows: 

That  we  have  visited  her  several  times,  and  from 
the  general  tenor  of  her  conversation,  we  are  clear- 
ly of  opinion  that  she  is  not  of  sane  mind,  there  is 
general  feebleness  of  intellect,  and  we  are  unani- 
mous in  the  belief  that  she  is  a monomaniac.  We 
also  feel  it  an  act  of  justice  to  state  that  she  made 
no  complaint  of  her  treatment  while  in  the  convent, 
other  than  having  been  compelled  to  take  food  and 
medicine.  Sam.  K.  Jennings,  m.  d. 

Wm.  W.  Handy,  m.  d. 

John  C.  S.  Monkur,  m.  d. 

Edward  Foreman,  m.  d. 

John  R.  W.  Dunbar,  m.  d. 

August  21s/,  1739. 


1.  Resolved,  That  we  will  neither  vote  for  nor 
support  the  election  of  any  man  for  president  or  vice 
president  of  the  United  States,  or  for  governor  or 
lieutenant  governor,  or  for  any  legislative  office, 
who  is  not  in  favor  of  the  immediate  abolition  of 
slavery. 

2.  Resolved,  That  every  abolitionist  who  has  a 
right  to  vote  be  earnestly  entreated  to  lose  no  oppor- 
tunity to  carry  his  abolition  principles  to  the  polls, 
and  thereby  cause  our  petitions  to  be  heard  through 
the  medium  of  the  ballot-box. 

Health  of  Charleston.  The  Charleston  Pa- 
triot of  Wednesday  gives  a statement  of  the  deaths 
in  that  city  for  the  week  ending  the  lllh  inst. 
There  were  12  deaths  by  stranger’s  fever,  during  the 
week,  and  22  by  all  other  diseases — making  36  in 
all;  of  which  25  were  white  and  11  black  and  color- 
ed persons.  The  12  falal  cases  of  stranger’s  fever, 
during  the  week,  were  all  of  white  persons.  * 

The  yellow  fever  still  prevails  in  New  Orleans. 
The  Courier  says — It  does  not,  in  most  cases,  yield 
to  the  remedies  that  were  used  with  seccess  in  1837. 
Candidly  speaking,  we  believe  the  yellow  fever  is 
destined  to  afford  now  and  hereafter,  as  it  has  done 
formerly,  cause  of  wonder  as  to  the  inefficiency  of 
medical  skill,  whenever  it  seriously  attacks  people 
whose  blood  and  habits  are  foreign  to  warm  cli- 
mates. 

Since  the  report  from  the  hospital  of  the  3d,  there 
have  been,  according  to  a statement  in  the  Bulletin, 
25  deaths— 8 of  which  occured  in  one  day. 


Banks  and  banking.  The  following 
of  the  condition  of  the  Branch  Bank 
at  Mobile,  on  the  1st  of  July: 

Assets. 

Bills  discounted  on  personal  security 

under  protest 

protested  on  cotton 

Domestic  exchange — 

On  New  York 
“ Boston 
“ other  places 
Exchange  on  London 

“ “ protested 

Premium  on  bills  on  London 
Interest  on  state  bonds 
Average  commissions,  &c. 

Discounts  on  bonds 
Real  estate 
Exchange  account 
Profit  and  loss 
Bills  on  bonds  protested 
■Due  from  banks 
Bank  notes  on  hand 
Bank  balances 
Specie 


Liabilities. 

State  bonds  paid  in 

Sinking  fund 

Discounts  on  bonds 

Profit  and  loss 

State  treasurer 

Post  office  department 

Public  officers 

Premium  on  bonds 

Bills  payable 

A.  M.  Nathan 

Due  to  banks 

Deposites 

A.  Pope,  Liverpool 

A.  Pope,  Liverpool,  bonds 

Commissions 

Discounts  maturing 

Bank  notes  issued 


is  an  abslract 
of  Alabama, 


$3,902,636 

2,324,443 

102,081 

6S.003 

35,000 

27,992 

2,211 

55,689 

32,371 

96,149 

8,655 

461,123 

80,629 

573,180 

7,970 

159,935 

221,365 

1,319,634 

65,950 

678,928 

$10,711,400 

$3,917,000 

1,083,659 

7,318 

165,285 

133,817 

14,082 

14,462 

30,375 

59,466 

21,954 

240,145 

259,713 

15S.475 

116,666 

3,011 

467,191 

J»019,120 


Pknnsyvania  state  loan.  The  Philadelphia 
North  American  says  that  the  banks  of  that  city, 
which  some  time  since  made  a temporary  loan  to 
the  state,  have  converted  it  into  a permanent  one; 
thus  relieving  the  state  from  the  embarrassment 
which  its  failure  to  obtain  it  from  other  sources 
might  have  occasioned. 

Abolition  convention.  The  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  by  the  recent  abolition  conven- 
tion at  Albany: 


$10,711,400 

An  injunction  has  been  laid  by  the  Massachu- 
sells  bank  commissioners,  upon  the  Middling  In- 
terest Bank  at  Boston.  This  Dank, according  to  the 
Mercantile  Journal,  “has  a very  large  circulation 
and  it  is  amongst  those  least  able  to  lose;  but  it  i3 
believed  that  the  bills  will  be  redeemed.”  The  fol- 
lowing C3rd  has  been  put  forth  by  the  president. 

Middling  Interest  Bank,  Boston,  Aug.  5,  1839. 

To  the  public. — The  Suffolk  bank,  by  its  president 
Mr.  Stone,  has  seen  fit  in  the  plenitude  of  his  pow' 
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er,  to  reject  at  his  counter,  the  bills  of  this  bank, 
and  the  bank  commissioners,  by  his  dictation,  have 
believed  it  their  duty  to  put  an  injunction  upon  any 
further  operations  of  this  institution.  This  bank 
has  an  account  with  the  Suffolk  bank,  having  a 
large  deposite,  and  at  no  time,  as  I believe,  has  this 
bank  been  indebted  to  the  Suffolk  bank,  since  the 
opening  of  its  account  with  it,  to  the  amount  of  a 
dollar.  The  purpose  of  this  note  is  to  say  to  the  pub- 
lic, that  every  bill  bearing  my  name  and  that  of  the 
cashier,  shall  be  paid,  dollar  for  dollar.  I say  to  Mr. 
Stone,  and  to  the  associated  banks  under  his  con- 
trol, for  he  seems  to  be  the  great  bank  dictator,  that 
he  and  they  shall  hear  from  me  as  I may  find  lei- 
sure, in  the  columns  of  the  Morning  Post,  if  my 
friend,  the  editor,  who  never  yet  refused  me  a favor, 
can  find  a column  or  two.  In  the  meantime  1 owe 
it  to  the  bank  to  say  that  the  names  of  their  debt- 
ors— and  that  their  concerns  are  very  freely  com- 
municated by  some  of  the  bank  commissioners  in  a 
manner  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  bank  law  which  gives  them  power  — 
and  the  debts  of  the  merchants  of  Boston,  are  very 
well  known  to  the  public,  by  virtue  of  the  inquisi- 
torial powers  of  the  bank  commissioners. 

John  M.  Fiske,  president. 

The  capital  of  the  Middling  Interest  Bank  is,  or 
was,  $150,000. 

Florida.  The  following  letter,  received  at  Key 
West,  and  thence  forwarded  to  Philadelphia,  con- 
tains additional  particulars  respecting  the  late  hos- 
tile attack  of  the  Indians  on  col.  Harney’s  post. 
We  copy  it  from  the  North  American: 

Sinibal,  (Florida),  July  22,  1839. 

The  sloop  Jane,  from  Tampico,  arriyed  at  the 
mouth  of  Sinibal  river  late  in  the  evening,  while 
the  tide  was  running  out.  We  were  unable  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  encampment,  which  was  situated  about 
8 miles  up  the  river.  We  proceeded,  however, 
early  next  morning,  and  got  about  5 miles  up,  when 
we  met  a sloop  with  7 or  8 men  in  her,  and  per- 
ceived that  something  was  wrong,  as  the  men  in 
said  boat  were  some  half  naked  and  others  with 
their  heads  bound  up.  Their  cry  was,  “for  God’s 
sake  turn  back,  for  col.  Harney  and  all  the  men  are 
wounded.” 

The  savages  had  surprised  the  poor  fellows  at  a 
time  when  least  expected — just  before  the  dawn  of 
day.  Some  were  shot  while  lying  in  their  beds; 
the  men  had  not  even  time  to  seize  their  rifles. 
Those  who  escaped,  ran  for  the  river  and  swam  off 
to  a sloop — (the  one  that  we  met).  The  first  ser- 
geant was  wounded  before  reaching  the  river.  An 
Indian  from  the  bank  entreated  him  to  turn  back 
and  bring  his  men  with  him,  and  they  wouid  not 
hurt  him;  he  foolishly  turned  back,  and  two  or 
three  others  followed  his  advice — they  were  led 
away  by  the  Indians  and  were  afterwards  shot. 

After  turning  back  with  said  sloop,  we  stopped 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  perceived  a canoe 
running  down,  which  we  at  first  took  for  Indians; 
but,  judge  our  surprise  to  find  col.  Harney  and  a 
soldier,  who,  during  the  murder,  had  taken  to  the 
wood  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  there  found  the 
canoe,  and  succeeded  in  making  their  escape.  The 
first  word  from  the  colonel  was  how  many  men  had 
escaped,  and  how  many  rifles  had  we  left,  which 
upon  examination,  we  found  to  be  three. 

The  gallant  colonel  immediately  determined  on 
going  back,  as,  in  all  probability,  some  of  the  men 
had  escaped,  and  were  yet  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
It  was  a very  hazardous  expedition  to  proceed  8 
miles  up  a river  lined  with  Indians,  and  only  two 
or  three  rifles  to  protect  ourselves.  The  men 
muffled  their  oars,  so  as  to  make  as  little  noise  as 
possible,  and  started  at  about  11  o’clock  at  night. 
They  got  to  the  camp  just  before  daylight;  and,"  af- 
ter crawling  up  the  bank,  the  first  thing  that  met 
their  view  was  the  body  of  one  of  their  comrades, 
mangled  in  a most  shocking  manner — scalped,  and 
his  entrails  taken  out. 

They  proceeded  a little  further,  and  found  some 
six  or  seven  in  the  same  situation.  Judging  it  not 
prudent  to  remain  long,  they  seized  on  what  few 
things  the  Indians  had  left,  which  were  three  kegs 
of  pickles,  a bag  of  corn,  and  some  coffee,  and  re- 
turned to  the  sloops.  The  colonel  despatched  one 
sloop  to  Tampa,  with  two  men  that  were  wounded, 
and  with  our  boat  we  proceeded  for  Cape  Florida. 
The  first  day  we  were  fired  upon  by  Indians,  about 
fifty  miles  from  the  Sinibal,  but  we  were  too  far 
from  the  land  for  the  shot  to  take  any  effect. 

On  the  27th  we  arrived  at  Cape  Sable,  and  fell 
in  with  the  schooner  Charles  Howe,  which  we  hired 
to  go  to  Cape  Florida,  to  put  what  few  troops  are 
there  on  their  guard.  I pul  into  Key  Vacas,  which 
gives  me  this  opportunity  of  relaiing  the  news. 
The  number  of  soldiers  stationed  at  Sanibal  was  25, 
a sutler  and  his  clerk,  and  two  men  employed  as 
laborers;  the  number  missing  ts  13  soldiers,  the  sut- 


ler and  his  clerk,  and  the  two  men  employed  as  la- 1 
borers,  and  one  man  employed  as  pilot. 

The  sutler’s  name  is  Dallaw,  the  clerks  name 
Morgan,  the  carpenter’s  name  is  Howard,  the  pilot’s 
name  H.  McCarty;  soldiers  names  not  known — 13 
in  all. 

The  Indians  have  got  considerable  boats.  The 
sutler  had  an  assortment  of  goods  worth  about  2 or 
$3,000,  and  about  $1,000  in  specie.  The  soldiers 
had  14  patent  rifles,  6 carbines,  1 keg  powder,  a 
number  of  percussion  caps,  and  a great  quantity  of 
private  property  belonging  to  col.  Harney  and  sol- 
diers. They  had  placed  every  confidence  in  the 
Indians.  They  would  come  into  camp  every  day 
and  talk  with  the  men,  and  when  asked  if  they 
were  satisfied  with  the  treaty,  answered  they  were. 

A letter  from  a gentleman  at  Tampa  Bay  furnishes 
the  following  statement  of  the  killed,  wounded 
and  missing,  at  the  attack  made  on  col.  Harney’s 
post  in  Florida,  by  the  Indians  on  the  23d  ult. 

Escaped. 

Lieutenant  col.  W.  S.  Harney,  2d  dragoons, 


Dutcher, 

D 

cc 

Britton, 

A 

CC 

Horton, 

A 

« 

Powell, 

A 

CC 

cc 

Starke, 

A 

CC 

«< 

Warner, 

A 

CC 

cC 

Britton, 

F 

C C 

cc 

Hutchins, 

E 

cc 

cc 

Eastman, 

F 

cc 

cc 

Tucker, 

F 

CC 

cc 

Willis,* 

F 

cc 

Barret,* 

A 

cc 

Missing  and  supposed  killed. 

Sergeant  Simmons,  C company,  2d  dragoons. 
Privates  Thompson,  A “ “ 

Jeffs,  F 

Bedford,  D “ “ 

Mr.  Dallam,  sutler, 

Morgan,  sutler’s  clerk, 

Howard, ")  citizens  in  employment  of  Mr 
Hughey,  5 [Dallam. 

Sampson,  | negr0  gnides.  10 

Killed  on  the  ground. 

Sergeant  Bigelow,  E company,  2d  dragoons, 
Corporal  Haywood,  D “ “ 

Privates  Nicholas,  C “ “ 

Luther,  C “ “ 

Brown,  A “ “ 

White,  F “ “ 

Farrier  Mee,  F “ “ 

Mr.  Smith,  citizen  in  the  employment  of  Mr. 
Dallam — 8. 


A correspondent  of  the  National  Gazette,  who 
dates  from  Garey’s  Ferry,  (E.  Florida),  August  7th, 
gives  the  following  additional  particulars  of  the  late 
treacherous  and  cruel  massacre  by  the  Indians  of  a 
party  of  soldiers  with  whom  they  had  been  ir.  daily 
habits  ot  professed  friendliness: 

“Shortly  after  dark,  on  the  28th  July,  four  dra- 
goons, two  wounded,  arrived  here  in  a fishing  smack 
from  the  Caloosahatchee,  and  reported  the  massacre 
ol  the  largest  portion  of  col.  Harney’s  command  of 
27th  dragoons,  that  went,  about  four  weeks  since, 
to  establish  a trading  house,  in  conformity  with  Ma- 
comb’s treaty.  The  circumstances  of  this  cold- 
blooded and  unprovoked  act  of  hostility  are  thus  re- 
lated by  the  men:  The  Indians  had  for  some  time 
manifested  the  most  friendly  disposition;  they  daily 
visited  col.  Harney’s  camp,  and  traded  with  Mr. 
Dallam,  the  sutler.  So  completely  had  the  Indians 
lulled  them  into  security,  that  col.  Harney  did  not 
erect  the  least  defence,  nor  take  the  means  to  guard 
against  surprise  or  treachery.  The  dragoons  were 
encamped  in  the  open  pine  woods,  on  the  margin  of 
the  river.  At  the  dawn  of  day  of  the  23d  July,  the 
enemy  made  a simultaneous  attack  on  the  encamp- 
ment and  the  trading  house,  300  yards  distant,  which 
was  guarded  by  five  more  persons  belonging  to  the 
establishment.  Those  who  escaped  the  first  dis- 
charge fled  to  the  river,  naked,  and  by  wading 
and  swimming  succeeded  in  reaching  some  fishing 
smacks  that  were  anchored  near  its  mouth.  Col. 
Harney,  being  aroused  by  the  firing  and  yelling 
opened  his  tent,  and  found  himself  surrounded  by 
the  Indians,  and  some  of  his  men  in  the  river.  He 
immediately  sought  a small  canoe,  which  lay  a short 
distance  up  the  river,  in  which  he  and  one  man  es- 
caped. The  sergeant  and  four  others,  while  swim- 
ming down  the  river,  were  called  to  the  shore  by  an 
Indian  known  as  Billy  Bowlegs,  (a  son  of  old  Bow- 
legs, who  was  the  military  chief  of  the  Seminole? 
in  ISIS,  and  grandson  of  Cowkeeper,  a distinguish- 
ed chief  in  the  nation  prior  to  1815),  who  speaks 
English  perfectly,  and  invited  to  the  shore,  under 


* Wounded  and  recovering. 


the  assurance  they  should  not  be  harmed;  they 
complied,  and  were  instantly  butchered.  In  the 
afternoon,  col.  Harney  was  joined  by  another  man* 
and  they  cautiously  approached  the  scene  of  slaugh- 
ter, in  hopes  of  finding  that  some  of  the  party  had 
escaped  by  concealment.  Eleven  bodies  were 
found,  horribly  mutilated,  and  the  Indiana  were 
distinctly  heard  dancing  and  whooping  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river,  where  they  had  been  en- 
camped, numbering  about  250.  The  fate  of 
Messrs.  Dallam  and  Morgan,  the  sutlers,  is  not  po- 
sitively known,  but  no  doubt  exists  that  they  were 
both  murdered,  as  they  were  sleeping  under  a shed 
or  porch  in  the  rear  of  their  storehouse.  Eighteen 
were  killed,  thirteen  of  whom  were  of  the  second 
dragoons,  and  the  choicest  men  of  that  corpse. 
They  were  especially  selected  by  col.  Harney  for 
this  service,  on  account  of  their  expertness  with 
Colt’s  patent  many-chambered  rifle,  with  which 
they  were  armed.” 

Mexico.  In  addition  to  the  news  from  Mexico 
published  in  our  last,  we  find  in  New  Orleans  pa- 
pers since  received,  the  following  message  from 
gen  Santa  Ana  to  the  Mexican  legislature. 

Message  from  his  excellency  the  president  ad  inte- 
rim, general  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Ana, 

read  at  the  solemn  opening  of  the  2d  session  of 

the  national  congress  on  the  1st  of  July,  1839. 

This  day  commences  an  interesting  period  in  our 
sittings — the  moment  when  the  constitution  sub- 
mits to  your  close  examination  the  accounts  of  the 
year,  in  order  that  yon  may,  if  possible,  establish 
a level  between  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  a 
balance  between  the  wants  of  the  nation  and  the 
taxes  to  be  paid  by  the  people.  As  your  labors 
will  begin  under  the  favorable  auspices  of  peace, 
now  happily  re-established,  although  at  much  cost, 
you  will  be  able  to  advance  without  inquietude  or 
disturbance  along  the  path  traced  out  to  the  legisla- 
tor; giving  preference  to  a definitive  settlement  of 
the  finances,  on  which  are  based  the  life  and  real 
existence  of  nations. 

Unable  to  lose  sight  of  that  which  the  present  si- 
tuation of  the  republic  so  imperiously  call  for,  you 
will  inquire  if  the  moment  has  not  now  inevitably 
arrived  for  reforming  the  institutions  of  1836.  For 
the  government  the  question  is  already  answered; 
not  only  because  public  opinion  has  been  pronounc- 
ed in  an  unequivocal  manner,  but  because  it  has 
been  found  by  experience,  while  entrusted  with  the 
highest  powers  of  the  state,  how  insufficient  are  the 
means  which  the  constitution  provides  for  assuring 
the  repose,  the  permanent  happiness,  the  glory, 
and  the  aggrandizement  of  the  nation.  I have  in 
consequence  commanded  that  a suitable  plan  of  re- 
form be  laid  before  you — you  will  thus  be  called  on 
to  consider  the  reasons  that  have  determined  the 
executive,  and  which  he  now  manifests  with  that 
frankness  and  loyalty  that  constitute  his  device  in 
every  act  of  his  administration. 

I have  condemned  and  fought  against  the  anar- 
chical disorganizing  principles  of  those  who  usurp- 
ing the  august  name  of  the  nation,  pretended  to 
give  it  laws,  while  they  submitted  to  their  own  ca- 
price and  annulled  by  open  force  the  existing  con- 
stitution. The  nation  adopted  the  representative 
system,  to  stifle  at  their  birth,  revolutions,  risings 
and  tumults,  and  in  order  that  its  lawful  agents 
might  freely  decide  all  vital  questions,  in  the  best 
and  most  convenient  way,  without  the  risk  of  leav- 
ing them  with  turbulent  and  unprincipled  dema- 
gogues. But,  when  remedies  are  pointed  out  in 
| fundamental  laws,  for  any  extremity  in  which  the 
, nation  may  find  itself,  the  true  principles  of  go- 
| vernment  at  once  derives  safety  therefrom  without 
I other  aid,  and  the  people  are  saved  from  the  neces- 
■ sity  of  contemning  former  compacts,  or  of  destroy- 
ing a work  susceptible  of  being  amended  and  rec- 
tified. 

There  is  always  a time  for  examining  a work, 
and  for  seeking  and  adopting  the  most  perfect.  In 
this  age  of  progress,  when  some  social  wants  are 
giving  place  to  others,  the  statesman  cannot  steer 
the  ship  of  state  without  having  the  sound  at  hand, 
to  enable  him  to  avoid  the  danger  of  hidden  shoals. 
In  this  same  age,  when  our  social  customs  are 
changing  with  inconceivable  ra pidity , and  the  im- 
petus to  revolution  is  no  less  violent  in  our  politi- 
cal institutions,  there  is  no  other  known  means  for 
avoiding  the  consequences  of  imprudence,  but  the 
permanent  existence  of  congressional  legislators, 
who  can,  by  keeping  up  with  the  age,  do  away 
with  the  lamentable  necessity  of  leaving  the  peo- 
ple to  progress  as  lliey  think  proper. 

Now  11ml  the  force  of  the  laws  has  been  substi- 
tuted for  that  of  factions,  I can,  citizen  legislators, 
confide  to  you  a task  of  difficulty  and  responsibili- 
ty, that  of  amending  some  of  those  faults,  which 
abound  in  the  conceptions  of  man.  Painful  and 
great  is  the  undertaking;  but  Providence  has  thought 
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proper  to  confide  to  your  care  the  dearest  interests 
of  the  nation.  The  latter  will  respect  your  deci- 
sion; and  in  the  mean  time  my  government  shall 
secure  to  you,  entire  liberty,  and  free  and  sincere 
obedience. 

Representatives  of  the  nation!  I have  told  you 
that  which  honor  and  conscience  dictated.  May  it 
correspond  with  the  favor  of  the  people,  and  serve 
their  wishes. 

Antonia  Lopez  de  Santa  Ana. 

Mexico,  July  I,  IS39. 

Caravans  from  Mexico.  The  caravans  For 
the  present  will  be  the  explorers  of  the  beautiful 
country  between  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  that  of 
California.  Texian  arms  and  l’exian  cities  will, 
not  at  a very  distant  day,  glitter  on  the  shores  of 
the  pacific,  spreading  far  and  wide  the  blessings  of 
Anglo  Saxon  religion  and  civilization,  more  pre- 
cious than  mines  of  gold. 

The  New  Orleans  Lousianian  gives  a highly  in- 
teresting account  of  the  tour  of  the  late  caravan 
that  came  from  the  interior  of  Mexico,  by  the  Red 
River,  to  New  Orleans.  The  party  was  composed 
of  distinguished  Mexicans,  and  some  American 
traders  from  Chihuahua.  The  former  brought  with 
them  a large  amount  of  gold  bullion,  and  their  ca- 
ravan consisted  of  five  hundred  mules,  ten  wagons, 
and  a guard  of  one  hundred  men.  The  chiefs  of 
the  party  left  the  main  body  at  Pecan  Point,  the 
first  place  on  Red  River.  They  met  with  no  mo- 
lestation or  inteference  whatever,  in  their  route  of 
eight  hundred  miles,  over  a beautiful  rolling  prairie, 
interspersed  with  clusters  of  large  trees,  an  abun- 
dance of  fine  springs  and  pellucid  water  courses, 
having  passed  above  the  heads  of  rivers  flowing 
into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  When  they  set  out  they 
anticipated  attacks  from  the  Indians  on  their  jour- 
ney, but  they  met  with  no  human  being,  until  they 
had  passed  over  the  head  waters  of  Red  river, 
which  they  mistook  for  those  of  the  Brassos.  Nor 
was  their  mistake  discovered  until  they  struck  the 
False  Ouachita,  when  they  met  with  a few  Dela- 
ware Indians,  who  corrected  their  error,  and  con- 
ducted them  to  Fort  Towson,  at  which  they  em- 
barked and  readied  this  city  on  Sunday  last. 

They  arrived  on  Red  river  in  forty-five  days, 
without  incurring  the  slightest  indisposition  among 
their  men,  and  without  losing  a single  mule.  Had 
they  not  been  compelled  to  wait  for  a steamboat, 
they  would  have  been  here  in  sixty  days,  from  the 
time  of  their  leaving  Chihuahua,  and  notwithstand- 
ihg  all  their  apprehensions  at  setting  out,  their 
journey  was  the  most  agreeable  and  pleasant  that 
can  be  imagined. 

These  gentlemen  have  come  to  New  Orleans  for 
the  purpose  of  buying  an  assortment  of  goods. 

Some  of  those  gentlemen  have  assured  us,  that  if 
this  trade  was  fostered  by  our  government,  and 
drawback  allowed  on  foreign  merchandise  imported 
by  steamboats  into  Pecan  Point,  which  is  in  Tex- 
as, the  whole  trade  of  Chihuahua,  and  as  far  west 
as  the  Pacific  ocean,  would  flow  in  this  direction, 
and  all  the  bullion,  although  its  exportation  is  pro- 
hibited by  the  Mexican  laws,  would  find  its  way 
hither.  Bullion  brought  from  Mexico  to  the  New 
Orleans  mint,  would  clear  ten  and  a half  per  cent, 
to  wit — ten  per  cent,  export  duty,  the  difference 
between  bullion  and  American  gold  coin.  This 
rate  of  profit  is  of  itself  a strong  inducement  to 
bring  the  bullion  from  the  Mexican  mines  to  our 
city,  and  the  experiment  being  now  made,  and  the 
route  opened,  we  have  little  doubt  that  a plentiful 
supply  of  that  article  will  be  brought  to  New  Or- 
leans. 

Some  of  the  individuals  attached  to  this  caravan, 
as  they  term  it,  are  natives  of  the  U.  States,  old 
traders  between  St.  Louis  and  Chihuahua  via  Santa 
Fe.  They  state  that  the  distance  from  St.  Louis  to 
Santa  Fe  is  1,350  miles  due  west,  thence  to  Chi- 
huahua more  than  650  miles  due  south,  the  route 
thus  forming  a right  angle;  whereas  the  distance 
from  Chihuahua  to  Pecan  Point  is  only  eight  hun- 
dred miles,  the  road  lying  west  by  south;  the  diffc- 
ronce  of  land  carriage,  consequently  is  1.200  miles. 
Besides  this  saving  in  the  cost  of  transportation, 
they  are  not  interrupted' in  the  whole  route  by  the 
interference  of  a single  Mexican  custom  house,  ex- 
cept a trifling  duty  at  Chihuahua.  The  distance 
from  Matamoras  to  that  place  is  near  1,200  miles. 

From  Sumatra.  The  Boston  Daily  Advertiser 
publishes  an  extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman 
who  visited  the  coast  of  Sumatra  subsequently  to 
the  destruction  of  the  town  of  Muckie  by  the  U.  S. 
ships  Columbia  and  John  Adams.  The  writer 
says  the  natives  were  penitent  enough,  and  very 
anxious  to  trade  with  him.  He  adds:  “In  the  de- 
struction ot  Muckie  the  natives  have  been  taught  a 
lesson  they  will  not  soon  forget;  and  the  punish- 
ment so  soon  following  the  aggression  has  enhanced 


its  good  effect.  The  natives  are  now  at  war  among 
themselves  about  this  affair.  The  inhabitants  of 
Muckie  belong  to  a tribe  called  Archeen,  against 
whom  a powerful  clan,  called  Pedier,  have  made 
war.  on  the  ground  that  the  Americans  will  now  be 
afraid  to  trade  on  the  coast  in  consequence  of  the 
outrage  on  the  “Eclipse,”  perpetrated  by  the  for- 
mer. The  rajah  of  Qnallah  Battoo,  who  belongs  to 
the  same  tribe  as  the  rajah  of  of  Muckie,  has  alrea- 
dy lost  two  of  his  three  forts,  and  the  war  is  still 
raging  in  his  country,  but  assistance  has  been  sent 
to  him  from  Muckie,  and  I think  the  war  will  soon 
be  terminated.” 


Imports  and  exports  of  1838.  The  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  for  1838,  from  September  1837, 
to  October  1838,  exhibits  the  following  aggregates: 
Whole  amount  of  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States.  $113,717,404 
Of  this,  the  value  of  that  paying  spe- 
cific duties  is  25,766,919 

Paying  ad  valorem  duties,  27,090,480 

Imported  free  of  duty,  60,860,005 

The  amount  of  imports  free  of  duty  is  much  lar- 
ger than  the  value  of  dutiable  articles.  The  latter 
is  $52,857,399.  The  importation  of  wines  and  spi- 
rituous liquors  pays  one-fourteenth  part  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  United  States.  Value  of  teas 
imported  3}  millions.  Of  coffee,  7 millions. 

Of  the  merchandise  imported,  $102,0S7,448  came 
in  American  vessels,  and  $10,629,956  in  foreign 
vessels. 

The  value  of  exports  of  the  growth,  produce,  and 
manufacture  of  the  United  States,  in  lS38,is  as  fol- 
lows: 

From  the  sea,  fisheries  and  oil,  $3,175,576 

From  the  forest,  timber,  tar,  &c.  5,200,499 

From  the  field,  9,105,414 

Besides,  tobacco,  7,392,029 

Cotton,  61,556,811 

All  other  products,  140,093 

Manufactures  of  all  kinds,  9,463,299 


Total,  all  exports,  $96,033,821 

Tonnage.  The  number  and  tonnage  of  American 
vessels,  entered  in  the  United  States,  from  foreign 
countries,  1S38  was  6,079  vessels,  of  1,302,974  tons. 
Number  of  men  and  boys  in  crews,  65,945. 

Foreign  vessels  entered,  3,696.  Tonnage  592,110. 
Crews,  35,000. 

Number  of  American  vessels  cleared  for  foreign 
ports,  6,441.  Number  of  foreign  vessels,  3,703. 
American  tonnage,  1,408,761.  Foreign,  604,166. 
Number  of  American  crews,  67,895.  Foreign, 
34,612.  [ Boston  Morning  Post. 


The  trade  of  England.  The  official  returns 
which  have  just  been  made  public  relative  to  the 
trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  prove  that,  though  the 
year  1838  was  not  marked  by  any  speculations,  still 
the  trade  of  the  country  is  in  a healthy  and  sound 
condition.  It  is  shown  by  these  returns  that  the 
value  of  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  (as  per 
official  valuation)  was  £61,268,320,  being  an  in- 
crease of  £6,500,000  over  the  imports  of  1837. — 
The  increase  of  exports  of  the  produce  and  manu- 
factures of  the  United  Kingdom  has  been  from 
£72,548,047  to  92,450,231,  or  very  nearly  £20,- 
000,000.  According  to  the  returns,  the  real  or  de- 
clared value  of  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  the 
United  Kingdom  shipped  off  in  the  year  ending  on 
5th  January  last  was  £50,060,970,  or  about  8,000,- 
000  more  than  the  exports  of  1837.  The  new  ves- 
sels built  last  year  in  the  United  Kingdom  amount- 
ed to  1,490,  of  the  tonnage  of  270,280  tons.  In  the 
registration  of  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain 
there  was  not  any  material  increase  last  year — the 
amount  on  31st  of  December  la«t  was  26,609  ships 
of  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  2,890,601  tons,  and  hav- 
ing on  board  178,583  men.  In  the  number  of  British 
and  foreign  vessels  employed  in  the  foreign  trade 
there  has  been  a considerable  increase  within  the 
last  three  years,  namely,  from  21,47S  in  1837,  to 
24,798  in  the  commencement  of  the  present  year. — 
The  aggregate  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  these  ves- 
sels has  been  increased  from  3,404,370  tons,  and 
191,510  men  to  3,997,053  tons  and  223,300  men. — 
The  quantity  of  British  shipments  which  cleared 
outward  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  foreign  ports 
in  the  year  ending  on  5th  Jan.  last  was  15,907  ves- 
sels of  2,876,236  tons,  and  162,763  men,  showing  an 
increase  over  the  returns  of  the  previous  year  of 
33,000  tons,  and  nearly  15,000  men.  There  was 
also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  foreign  ships, 
their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  cleared  out  from 
the  British  ports  last  year.  The  totals  of  both,  on 
5th  January  last,  were  24,447  vessels  of  4,099,039 
tons,  and  employing  231,149  men.  It  appears  from 
these  statements,  made  from  official  data,  that  not 
only  is  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country  in  a 


favorable  position,  but  that  the  British  as  well  as 
the  foreign  ship  owners  are  in  a more  flourishing 
condition  than  they  have  been  for  many  years  past. 

[ London  Sun. 

Powerful  locomotive  engine.  We  find  in 
the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  the  following  particu- 
lars of  an  extraordinary  performance  of  a locomo- 
tive engine  at  Lowell: 

A trial  was  made  on  Thursday  last  on  the  Lowell 
rail  road,  of  the  power  of  a locomotive  engine,  built 
by  the  Locks  and  Canal  Manufacturing  company  at 
Lowell,  for  the  western  rail  road.  This  was  the 
second  trial  of  the  engine,  the  first  having  been 
made  a few  days  before.  Being  built  for  a rail  road 
on  which  there  are  steeper  gradients  than  on  the 
Lowell  road,  or  any  of  the  rail  roads  leading  direct- 
ly from  Boston,  it  is  constructed  of  a greater  weight 
and  power  than  any  engine  in  use  on  either  of 
those  roads.  The  weight,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
first  trial  was  ascertained  to  be,  including  the 
water  in  the  boiler,  22,275  lbs.  and  the  weight  on 
the  driving  wheels  14,970  lbs.  The  diameter  of 
the  cylinders  is  12  inches;  stroke  of  the  piston  18 
inches;  diameter  of  the  driving  wheels  4$  feet. 

The  Boston  and  Lowell  rail  road,  on  which  these 
trials  were  made,  is  26  miles  in  length — has  a 
double  track — and  is  built  in  the  best  manner,  with 
a substantial  edge,  or  trail — having  no  greater 
rate  of  ascent  or  descent  than  10  feet  in  a mile,  ex- 
cept in  the  26th  mile,  where  it  descends  for  a short 
distance,  in  approaching  the  Lowell  depot,  at  the 
rate  of  30  feet  in  a mile,  and  the  curvature  of  less 
radius  than  3,000  feet,  except  at  the  turn-outs,  from 
one  track  to  the  other. 

On  the  first  trial  above  mentioned,  the  load  at- 
tached to  the  engine  consisted  of  54  loaded  cars  and 
one  empty  car,  the  whole  weighing,  exclusive  of  the 
tender,  235}  English  tons,  or  264  tons  of  2,000  lbs. 
This  load  was  conveyed  from  the  depot  in  Boston 
to  the  25th  mile  post  in  Lowell  as  follows: 


H 

M. 

Left  Boston  at  £ 

55}  road  level. 

Ar.  at  1st  post  10 

1 } ascent  10  ft.  per  mile. 

2d  “ ‘ 

7*  do. 

3d  “ 

13  de. 

4th  “ ‘ 

17  decending  and  level. 

5th  “ < 

2o  descending  10  ft.  per  mile. 

6th  “ ‘ 

23s  ascending,  9.91  ft. 

7th  “ ‘ 

27}  desceendirig  9.91  ft. 

8th  “ ‘ 

30}  level  } m.  and  ascending. 

9th  “ ‘ 

35}  ascending  10  feet. 

10th  “ ‘ 

41}  do. 

At  the  10  post  stopped  to  let  the  passengers  train 
pass  up. 

Left  11}  33}  ascent  10  ft. — train  passed, 

from  one  track  to  the  other — a curve  3,000  feet 
radius  and  reversed. 


Ar.  11th  post 

44}  ascent  10  ft. 

12th 

t C 

cc 

50}  do. 

13th 

CC 

cc 

55}  do. 

14th 

CC 

12 

1}  ascent  8 feet. 

15th 

cc 

cc 

7}  do.  7 feet. 

16th 

(C 

cc 

12  do.  4 feet. 

17  th 

(( 

cc 

16}  level,  and  2 feet  ascent. 

18th 

CC 

cc 

20}  ascent  4 feet. 

19th 

cc 

cc 

24}  ascent  2 feet  and  level. 

20th 

cc 

cc 

28}  ascent  9}  feet. 

21st 

(C 

cc 

33}  descent  4 feet  and  level. 

22d 

CC 

cc 

3S}  descent  7 feet. 

23d 

cc 

cc 

42  descent  6 feet. 

24th 

cc 

cc 

45  descent  5 feet. 

25th 

cc 

cc 

48  train  stopped  on  descent 

of  30  feet  per  mile,  an  engine  taken  off. 


The  time  of  making  the  passage  of  25  miles,  de- 
ducting the  stop  at  the  tenth  mile  post,  was  two 
hours  one  minute — average  rate  being  12  2-5th 
miies  per  hour — the  steam  pressure  was  guaged  at 
601bs.  and  steam  was  blowing  off  freely  the  whole 
time. 

It  being  evident  from  this  trial  that  the  engine 
would  take  a considerably  heavier  load,  a second 
trial  was  made  as  above  mentioned,  on  Thursday 
last.  A load  was  prepared  of  63  cars,  filled  with 
merchandise,  which  was  ascertained  to  weigh  in  all 
666,140  pounds,  equal  to  333  tons  of  2,000  pounds, 
or  297  English  tons.  The  day  w'as  unfavorable, 
(here  being  a fresh  north  westerly  wind,  adverse  to 
the  direction  of  the  train.  The  engine,  however, 
being  attached  to  the  load,  started  it  without  diffi- 
culty from  a state  of  rest,  and  proceeded  with  it 
over  the  level  part  of  the  road,  and  for  two  or  three 
miles,  where  it  was  partially  protected  from  the 
wind,  over  the  ascent  of  10  feet  a mile,  at  a rate  of 
eight  or  ten  miles  an  hour;  but  on  coming  to  a part 
where  the  wind  blew  with  full  force  in  an  oblique 
direction  upon  the  whole  length  of  the  train,  it 
came  to  a stop,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  take 
off  a part  of  the  load.  We  have  not  before  us  the 
minutes  of  the  exact  performance  on  the  different 
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parts  of  the  line,  but  we  learn  that  on  the  most  £ 
difficult  part  of  the  road,  notwithstanding  the  t 
adverse  wind,  the  load  carried  by  the  engine,  with- 
out assistance,  was  equal  to  292  tons.  We  hope  \ 
before  the  end  of  the  next  month,  to  hear  of  the  1 
prowess  of  this  and  other  engines  on  the  wes-  < 
tern  road,  in  travelling  from  Worcester  to  Spring-  1 
field.  s 

A SHIP  SNAGGED  ON  THE  OCEAN.  The  CoU-  < 
rier  & Enquirer  of  Wednesday  contains  the  annex-  i 
ed  interesting  account  of  the  snagging  of  a ship  in  1 
the  middle  of  the  ocean  by  coming  in  contact  with  I 
the  mast  of  a sunken  vessel.  The  ship  Cornelia,  i 
capt.  Cushman,  sailed  from  Havana  to  Amsterdam,  ] 
on  the  20th  of  July.  The  following  extract  from 
her  log  describes  an  extraordinary  unusual  disaster.  ; 

31st.  Commences,  fine  pleasant  weather,  and 
clear,  with  strong  steady  breezes  from  the  S.  W. 
Course  E.  by  N.  with  lower  topmast,  and  topgallant 
studding  sail  set.  At  9h.  30m.  P.  M.  we  struck 
upon  a ship’s  lower  mast  upon  our  starboard  bow, 
which  stove  a hole  about  18  inches  square.  Both 
pumps  were  instantly  at  work  to  free  the  ship; 
studding  sales  were  all  hauled  in,  and  all  sail  short- 
ened lrom  the  ship,  and  her  headway  stoped  as 
soon  as  possible.  We  then  cut  away  the  water 
casks  and  rolled  them  aft  to  endeavor  to  get  the 
leak  above  water.  At  10  P.  M.  sounded  pumps 
and  found  3 feet  water  in  the  hold;  commenced  to 
break  out  the  main  hatchway,  and  throw  the  cargo 
overboard  to  lighten  the  ship;  but  she  gained  too 
much  upon  us,  for  upon  sounding  the  pumps  at  lOh. 
30m.  we  found  7 feet  water  in  the  hold  and  the  ship 
sinking  very  fast.  We  now  found  it  a matter  of 
impossibility  to  keep  her  afloat  much  longer.  Our 
attention  was  next  turned  to  the  boat,  which  we 
finally  succeeded  in  getting  ovei board,  and  a small 
supply  of  provisions  put  into  them,  sych  as  the 
exigency  of  the  moment  would  allow.  At  llh. 
30m.  we  got  into  our  boats,  and  laid,  with  a line 
attached  to  the  ship’s  weather  quarter,  in  anxious 
suspense,  expecting  every  moment  that  the  object 
in  view  would  soon  disappear  from  our  sight  for- 
ever. At  3h.  30m.  A.  M.  after  waiting  in  our 
boats  in  doleful  silence,  the  ship  had  become  very 
deep;  she  commenced  rolling,  and  finally  gave  a 
gentle  plunge  by  the  head  and  settled  down  head 
first;  but  a few  minutes  sufficed,  and  the  once  gal- 
lant Cornelia  was  sunk  outof  sight  forever.  Upon 
looking  round  us,  we  saw  at  once  our  situation 
clearly  depicted  before  us — there  was  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  make  the  best  of  our  way  for  the  land. 
Capt.  Cushman  gave  the  necessary  orders  and  re- 
marks relative  to  the  proceedings  we  were  to  take 
for  our  safety,  then  mentioned  to  us  that  we  were 
360  miles  N.  N.  W.  of  Nantucket.  Our  provi- 
sions were  next  looked  into,  and  a stipulated  allow- 
ance of  bread  and  water  given.  The  remainder  of 
Thursday  was  employed  in  fitting  sails  for  the 
boats,  and  arranging  our  several  articles  in  the 
boats. 

Friday,  2d  August.  Strong  breezes  from  the  S. 
W. — boats  all  in  company,  standing  to  the  N.  E. 
before  the  sea. 

Saturday  3d.  Havy  gales  from  the  S.  W.  with  an 
uncommon  heavy  sea  running,  it  being  almost  past 
the  art  of  man  to  keep  the  boats  from  being  swamp- 
ed, the  sea  broke  so  tremendous — the  launch  filled 
once,  but  we  succeeded  in  weathering  the  gale 
without  any  apparent  damage,  except  our  provi- 
sions, which  got  wet. 

Sunday,  4th.  Fine  pleasant  weather.  Wind 
from  the  N.  and  E.  Course  N.  W.  employed  dry- 
ing our  bread,  clothing,  &c. 

Monday,  5th,  Pleasant  clear  weather,  the  boats 
all  in  company,  standing  N.  W. — saw  a sail  in  the 
morning  standing  to  the  S.  and  W.  could  not  near 
her.  AH  hands  looking  eagerly  for  a sail,  and  half 
a buisc.uit  and  a mouthful  of  water  made  but  a scan- 
ty meal  to  subsist  long  upon.  At  5 P.  M.sawa 
brig  coming  directly  for  us,  which  proved  to  be  the 
Orb,  of  Portland,  in  which  vessel  we  met  with  a 
comfortable  reception  until  another  could  be  pro- 
vided to  take  us  to  New  York.  August  8,  spoke 
the  brig  Olive  Branch,  bound  to  Boston,  by  which 
vessel  we  were  brought  to  Boston. 

The  Cornelia  was  owned  by  Messrs.  F.  Gebhard 
& Co.  of  New  York,  and  was  insured  in  the  Ocean 
Insurance  office  $10,000,  and  her  freight  list  for 
$6,000  in  London  and  Holland.  The  circumstan- 
ces occasioning  her  loss,  are,  we  understand, 
almost  without  precedent. 

Education  or  mutes  and  the  blind.  The 
hon.  Jno.  C.  Spencer,  secretary  of  state  and  ex-of- 
ficio superintendent  of  all  public  places  of  instruc- 
tions, visited  this  city  last  week,  arid  examined  the 
two  institutions  appropriated  by  the  state  munifi- 
cence to  the  education  of  the  mutes  and  blind.  The 
Albany  Evening  Journal,  in  account  of  the  remark- 


able progress  made  by  the  pupils,  says,  of  that  for 
the  deaf  and  dumb: 

“The  pupils  all  read  with  facility  and  are  ready 
writers  in  a beautiful  hand.  There  was  one  poor 
boy  bereft  not  only  of  speech  and  hearing,  but  with 
a withered  right  arm  hanging  dead  at  his  side.  And 
yet  that  “shorn  lamb”  was  well  advanced  in  his 
studies,  and  wrote  handsomely  with  his  left  hand! 
There  was  a youth  from  somewhere  in  the  wilds  of 
Canada,  who  did  not  know  his  name — (if  he  has  a 
name) — but  who  had  found  his  way — he  knew  not 
how — to  the  institution,  and  has  been  raised  by  the 
bounty  of  the  state,  from  a mere  animal  existence, 
to  the  enjoyment  and  blessings  of  intellectual 
life.  His  faculties  are  developing  and  his  character 
forming  under  the  most  gratifying  auspices..  He  is 
among  the  best  pupils  and  received  a premium  for 
his  good  beeavior  and  rapid  improvement.” 

Though  most  of  them  are  under  sixteen  years,  the 
editor  doubts  if  any  school  in  the  state,  can  present 
pupils  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  faculties,  who 
are  as  thoroughly  instructed  in  reading,  writing,  ge- 
ography and  history: 

The  senior  class,  though  great  proficents  were  re- 
joiced when  it  was  announced  to  them,  that  the 
secretary  of  state  would  continue  them  in  their 
studies  for  another  year,  The  secretary  then 
awarded  the  premiums,  remarking,  however,  that 
the  performances  of  all,  without  exception,  deserved 
high  enconiums. 

The  pupils  of  the  blind  institution,  though  sub- 
jected to  a severe  examination  in  grammar,  geo- 
graphy and  mathematics,  by  eminent  professors,  ex- 
cited astonishment  by  the  ability  they  displayed. 
Their  fabrics  also  in  the  workshop,  such  as  carpet, 
mat  and  rug  weaving,  were  greatly  admired,  as  also 
was  the  sewing  and  knitting  of  the  female  pupils. 
Another  branch  which  is  very  properly  cultivated, 
and  which  they  have  made  great  progress,  is  mu- 
sic. The  performances  on  the  piano  and  guitar, 
and  the  execution  of  difficult  pieces  by  the  blind 
band,  produced  the  most  lively  sensations  on  all 
: present — music  is  at  once  a delightful  consolation 
to  them,  and  may  be  a source  of  profitable  liveli- 

■ hood.  The  sense  of  hearing  is  infinitely  more  per- 
fect in  blind  persons,  hence  the  perfection  in  music. 

Interesting  ceremony.  Married  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1st  ultimo,  at  the  institution  of  the  deaf 
i and  dumb  in  this  city,  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Milnor,  Mr. 
i J.  R.  Burnett,  of  Livingston,  N.  J.  to  Miss  Phebe 

■ Osborne,  of  Castile,  Gennessee  county,  N.  Y.  (a 
. pupil  of  the  institution). 

We  have  seldom  attended  a matrimonial  occasion 
; of  more  agreeable  interest  than  the  one  above  men- 
; tioned.  We  will  not  attempt  a minute  description 

■ of  the  scene,  though  a full  chapter  might  be  written 

- on  it,  which  would  doubtless  be  gratifying  to  those 
f who  are  particularly  interested  in  what  relates  to 
; the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  those  who  are  curious  to 
; know  how  the  marriage  ceremony  of  two  deaf  mute 

persons  would  be  conducted. 

At  nine  and  a half  A.  M.  the  bride  and  her  maids 
. were  dressed  and  decked  with  flowers,  and  the 
bridegroom  and  several  of  his  relatives  and  friends 
l arrived  in  carriages  from  town.  Four  pretty  deaf 
t mute  girls  officiated  as  bride’s  maids,  accompanied 

- by  two  deaf  mute  young  men,  and  two  of  the  young 
t gentlemen  professors  ot  the  institution.  Attended 
i by  these  four  couples;  the  pair  betrothed,  at  ten 

- o’clock,  entered  the  large  apartment  in  the  west 
wing  of  the  institution,  where,  in  the  presence  of  an 

1 assemblage  of  some  200  persons,  consisting  of  the 

- pupils  of  the  institution,  the  professors,  matrons,  &c. 
the  principal  and  his  family — the  officiating  clergy- 

s man,  and  numerous  invited  guests,  they  were  to  be 
s united  in  “the  holy  estate  of  matrimony.” 
r The  ceremony  was  solemnized  after  the  Episcopal 
f form,  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Milnor,  (president  of  the  in- 

- stitution),  in  his  happiest  and  most  impressive  man- 
i ner.  The  interpretation  of  the  spoken  words,  sen- 
e tence  by  sentence,  to  the  mute  married  pair,  and  the 
i mute  portion  of  the  audience,  was  performed  by  Mr. 

- Peet,  in  his  peculiarly  elegant  and  forcible  mode  of 
e exhibiting  the  sign  of  language;  nor  could  it  for  a 
:i  moment  be  doubted  that  those  most  interested  in  the 

exercises  of  the  occasion  fully  comprehended  the 
d sense  of  the  interpretation,  when  in  answer  to  the 
n several  questions  put  to  them,  their  nods  of  affirma- 
f tion  were  returned,  with  an  expression  of  most  de- 

- vout  meaning,  and  emphatic  determination,  direct- 
, ly  to  the  officiating  clergyman,  each  in  turn  seem- 
ing to  say,  “yea,  surely,  and  1 mean  it  too.” 

The  solemnities  of  the  occasion  were  terminated 
e by  prayers  and  the  benediction,  by  Dr.  Milnor  and 
Mr.  Peet,  in  words  and  in  signs.  Then  followed 

- the  usual  salutations,  refreshments,  &c.  and  at  11 
e the  bride,  after  taking  and  effectionate  leave  of  her 

- fellow  pupils,  her  instructors  and  friends  of  the  in- 
e stitution,  departed  with  her  husband  and  his  friends, 

to  her  new  home  west  of  the  Passaic, 


Votes  for  governor  of  Pennsylvania. — 


The  following  is  a correct  list  of  the  several  candi- 
dates for  the  executive  chair  of  this  state,  from  the 
year  1790  to  the  last,  in  1838,  with  the  respective 
vote  of  each,  and  tbe  majority  of  the  successful 
candidate;  all  taken  from  the  official  returns,  except 
the  last,  which  is  made  from  the  report  of  the  se- 
nate’s committee,  and  includes  all  the  votes  polled, 
legal  as  well  as  illegal.  It  was  compiled  by  Mr. 
Hazard,  editor  of  the  Statistical  Register. 


years  Uem. 
1790  Mifflin, 
1793  Mifflin, 
1796  Mifflin, 
1799  McKean, 
1802  McKean, 
1805  Snyder, 

1808  Snyder, 

1811  Snyder, 
1814  Snyder, 
1817  Findlay, 
1820  Findlay, 
1823  Shulze, 
1826  Shulze, 
1829  Wolf, 
1832  A Volf, 
AVolf, 


27,725 

19,590 

30,020 

37,244 

47,879 

38,433 

67,875 

52,319 

51,099 

66,331 

66,300 

89,928 

72,710 

78,219 

91,335 

65,804 


1QQC  \V  Oil, 

1Sd5  Muhlenberg  40.5S6 
1839  Porter,  133,559 


St.  Clair, 
Muhlenberg 
Muhlenberg, 
Ross, 

Ross, 

McKean, 

Ross, 

Spayd, 

Tilghman 

Wayne, 

Heister, 

Heister, 

Gregg, 

Sergeant, 

Ritner, 

Ritner, 

| Ritner, 
Ritner, 


2,802 
,10,700 
. 1.011 
32,643 
17,037 


24,923 
8,890 
29,009 
4 601 
30.842 
43,644  fed5,l61 
39,575  ) 

4 006$  24’394 
3,609 
29,566 
59,372 


43,710 
21,533 
7,059 
67,905  fedl, 605 
64,211  5,717 

1,175  71,535 
51,776  26,443 
88,165  3,170 

i.  94,023  12,367 
126,029  7,521 


Import  of  foreign  sugar.  Comparative  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  foreign  sugar,  imported  direct 
into  the  district  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  1st  of 
Jan.  to  the  31st  July,  inclusive,  in  1838  and  1839. 


1839. 

Months. 

boxes. 

hhds. 

bbls. 

bags. 

cases. 

January 

444 

— 

1,250 

51 

— 

February 

339 

171 

4 

4 

— 

March 

1,788 

1,814 

3,078 

3,259 

— 

April 

3,326 

1,398 

2,096 

1,708 

— 

May 

3,575 

1,895 

330 

— 

— 

June 

1,412 

1,188 

1,858 

401 

— 

July 

3,330 

2,602 

3,493 

4,909 

117 

Total 

14,214 

9,068 

12,110 

10,332 

117 

1838. 

269 

7 

404 

— 

. 

123 

— 

5 

— 

— 

2,078 

856 

8,012 

10,375 

36 

2,266 

1,832 

423 

— 

— 

2,605 

1,112 

1,455 

107 

— 

1,759 

1,637 

3,434 

— 

— 

1,668 

1,329 

400 

339 

— 

Total 

10,768 

6,S77 

13,134 

11,151 

36 

Geo.  Guier,  XJ.  S.  weigher. 

We  annex  the  total  amount  received  at  this  port 
during  the  same  time  in  1836  and  1S37. 

boxes,  hhds.  bbls.  bags,  cases  can’rs. 

1836— 11,762  4,464  16,459  6,893  11  4,544 

1837— 11,201  4,170  4,242  10,823  50  

[ Commercial  List. 

The  tobacco  crop  of  the  United  States,  will 
amount  this  year,  it  is  estimated,  to  100,000  hhds. 
Last  year  it  only  readied  72,000  hhds,  viz: 

In  Virginia,  26,000 

Kentucky,  27,000 

Maryland,  16,000 

Ohio,  3,000 

72,000 

Crops  of  1839. 

In  Virginia,  45,000 

Kentucky,  35,000 

Maryland,  16,000 

Ohio,  4,000 

The  exports  to  foreign  countries  is  usually  about 
four-fifths  of  the  entire  crop. 

Fifth  annual  fair  of  the  Mechanics’  In- 
stitute of  the  city  of  New  York.  Circular. 
The  fair  of  the  institute  will  be  held  at  Castle  Gar- 
den, commencing  Monday  September  2d,  1839. 

The  object  of  exhibition  fairs  is  to  present  to  the 
members  of  the  institute  and  their  fellow  citizens, 
who  are  engaged  in  the  mechanic  and  fine  arts  and 
in  manufactures,  the  means  of  making  their  skill 
and  ingenuity  known  in  a way  which  no  other  fa- 
cilities afford;  the  many  thousands  who  visit  such 
exhibitions  have  a much  bettei  opportunity  of 
judging  of  the  merits  of  the  various  productions, 
than  they  would  have  by  a mere  verbal  or  newspa- 
per description,  besides  the  advantages  of  seeing 
brought  together,  in  one  vast  collection,  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  skill,  ingenuity  and  industry  of  the 
country. 

To  render  this  exhibition  worthy  of  the  arts,  and 
of  the  ingenuity  of  the  American  people,  the  ma- 
nagers appointed  to  conduct  the  approaching  fair, 
have  determined  to  make  such  liberal  arrangements 
as  will  insure  to  the  contributors  a fair  opportunity 
of  exhibiting  their  productions  (o  the  greatest  ad- 
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vantage,  and  they  invite  contributions  of  articles 
from  every  department  of  industry. 

Premiums  of  medals,  diplomas,  8tc.  will  be 
awarded  for  all  worthy  or  meritorious  articles  exhi- 
bited, either  as  it  respects  superior  workmanship, 
machinery  wherein  the  operations  are  new,  inte- 
resting or  important,  where  ingenuity  is  displayed, 
or  taste  manifested,  and  particular  for  all  new  and 
useful  inventions;  and  also, 

You  are  respectfully  requested  to  send,  for  com- 
petition or  exhibition,  specimens  of  the  articles  you 
manufacture;  and  you  may  be  assured  that  the 
strictest  impartiality  and  fairness  will  be  observed 
in  the  distribution  of  the  premiums. 

Appropriate  arrangements  will  be  made  for  the 
exhibition  of  specimens  of  workmanship  in  the 
fine  art3,  and  competent  judges  will  be  appointed 
for  their  examinations. 

Arrangements  will  also  be  made  for  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  delicate  and  beautiful  handiwork  of  fe- 
males— and  premiums  will  be  awarded  for  all  arti- 
cles that  may  be  deemed  worthy  of  such  distinc- 
tion. 

Steam  power  will  be  provided  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  those  who  wish  to  exhibit  machinery  in 
operation;  an  experienced  superintendent  will  take 
charge  of  this  department,  and  contributors  in  this 
branch  are  particularly  invited  to  send  or  bring 
their  machines  or  models  as  early  as  possible,  on 
the  2d  September,  that  the  necessary  arrangements 
may  be  made  in  relation  to  shafting,  pullies,  &c.  as 
the  engine  will  positively  be  put  in  operations  on 
Wednesday. 

As  frequent  inquiries  are  made  at  the  rooms  of 
the  institute  concerning  machines  exhibited  at 
former  lairs,  it  is  requested  that,  whenever  it  is 
practicable,  contributors  will  prepare  models,  to  be 
deposited  in  the  rooms  of  the  institute,  for  refer- 
ence. Uzziah  Wenmax,  chairman, 

Board  of  managers. 

N.  B.  All  articles  for  competition  must  be  de- 
livered to  the  committee,  at  Castle  Garden,  on 
Monday  2d  September.  Those  for  exhibition  only 
will  be  received  any  day  during  the  fair  before  10 
o’clock,  A.  M. 

The  U.  S.  eank  and  the  brokers.  The 
Philadelphia  North  American  on  noticing  the  para- 
graph published  in  the  last  “Register,”  from 
Bicknell’s  Reporter,  stating  that  the  bank  had  clos- 
ed brokers  accounts,  says,  “The  simple  fact  out 
of  which  these  three  black  crows  grew  was  this: — 
a broker  in  New  York  established  a branch  here, 
and  opened  an  account  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  bank  finding  this  account  used  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  depositing  the  notes  of  other  banks 
on  one  side  of  their  office  to  be  drawn  out  in  their 
own  on  the  other,  and  not  receiving  from  the  ac- 
count the  slightest  benefit  in  return,  did,  what  any 
man  of  business  would  do,  declined  continuing  this 
particular  accouut.  Their  noles  are  the  only  Phila- 
delphia paper  which  is  uniformity  received  at  par 
in  New  York,  and  as  a remittance  of  them  was  the 
great  object  for  which  this  account  was  used,  the 
bank  declined  keeping  it.  For  our  part  we  think 
the  bank  would  have  been  wanting  in  proper  ma- 
nagement had  it  acted  otherwise.” 

The  cotton  trade  of  India.  A paper,  un- 
der the  above  title  has  been  written  for  the  Asiatic 
society,  by  a gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the 
subject. 

The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  show  that  British 
India  is  capable  of  growing  cotton  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  England  to  have 
recourse  to  Amerca,  or  to  any  other  foreign  market 
for  the  supply  she  needs.  The  facts  contained  in 
this  paper,  are  these — India  possesses  a population 
of  150,000,000;  these,  from  the  remotest  ages  have 
been  clothed  with  cotton,  the  growth  of  Indian 
soil.  To  this  is  to  be  added  the  immense  supply 
required  for  other  purposes,  and  especially  for 
those  purposes  peculiar  to  a tropical  climate,  such  as 
blinds,  canopies,  tents,  Ike.  Yet,  in  addition  to 
what  has  been  required  for  home  consumption, 
China  takes  from  50,000,000  to  60,000,000  of  pounds 
annually,  and  England  on  some  occasions  has  taken 
as  much  more.  The  average  export  from  India  for 
many  years  has  been  100,000,000  pounds,  and  in  the 
year  1818,  it  exported  to  England  and  China  alone 
140,000,000  pounds.  The  plant  is  indigenous  to 
India,  and  the  samples  which  have  been  equal  to 
that  of  the  greatest  portions  of  other  cottons  brought 
into  the  English  market.  The  defect  of  the  Indian 
cotton  brought  into  the  English  market,  is,  that  it 
is  badly  cleansed  and  carelessly  picked — a circum- 
stance which  is  to  be  clearly  traced  to  the  excessive- 
ly low  price  of  wages,  that  pride  being  but  from  a 
penny  to  three  pence  per  day.  At  Dacca,  not  far 
distant  from  the  sea,  within  the  Dalta  of  the  Magna 
and  Barampootra  rivers,  a superior  kind  of  cotton 


has  long  been  grown,  which  produces  those  incom- 
parable cloths  called  Dacca  muslins.  The  cotton 
of  the  new  world  have  been  tried  in  various  parts 
of  the  Coromandel  coast,  and  the  result  has  almost 
everywhere  been  favorable.  The  Bourbon  cotton 
has  nearly  superseded  the  indigenous  growth  of 
Coimbatore,  Tinnevelly  and  Salem.  The  province 
of  Tritchinopoly,  which  has  hitherto  refused  to 
grow  the  cotton  of  the  country,  is  now  producing 
fine  crops  of  New  Orleans.  The  Sea  Island  cotton 
— the  best  kind  that  proceeds  from  the  American 
market — has  produced  well  in  South  Arcot;  and 
experiments  now  making,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Madras  government,  and  under  the  supervision  of 
Dr.  White,  bid  fair  to  prove  that  cotton  of  the  finest 
quality,  and  of  the  very  best  kind,  will  be  produced 
in  that  part  of  India.  The  cottons  grown  on  the 
western  coast  of  the  Malayan  pininsula,  and  at  Sin- 
gapoor,  have  proved  equal  to  the  original  growths 
of  Pernambuco  and  Bourbon;  while  a sample  from 
Sanggor  Island,  close  to  the  sea,  has  so  closely  re- 
sembled the  true  Sea  Island  cotton,  as  to  render  it 
difficult  to  distinguish  it.  At  Allahabad,  Delhi, 
Hansi,  theDeira  JDoon,  and  other  parts  of  the  north- 
west provinces,  the  New  Orleans  and  Upland  Geor- 
gia cottons  are  thriving,  and  promise  to  yield  a sam- 
ple equal  to  the  parent  stock.  The  obstacles  to 
the  success  of  this  trade  are  said  to  be,  the  want  of 
a higher  price  for  picking  and  cleaning,  and  grea- 
ter facilities  of  communication  with  the  different 
parts  of  the  country;  both  of  which  obstacles,  it  is 
stated,  might  be  easily  removed  by  the  East  India 
company,  with  immense  advantage  to  themselves, 
and  with  certainty  of  removing  the  famine  and  other 
disasters  under  which  the  people  in  that  country 
have  groaned. 

The  newspaper  business.  The  Macon  (Geo.) 
Southern  Post,  alluding  to  an  article  we  published 
upon  newspaper  business,  which  has  attracted  some 
attention,  says: — 

Is  it  not  time  for  the  Gergian  press  to  act  in  this 
matter,  or  will  they  wait  until  forced  into  it  from 
self-defence?  Sooner  or  later,  we  are  certain  that 
it  will  be  done,  of  necessity.  We  are  ready  to  stand 
or  fall  by  this  test,  provided  others  will  do  likewise. 
A single  paper  can  effect  nothing  in  this  matter, 
save,  perhaps,  its  own  destruction;  but  the  whole 
can  effect  the  greatest  possible  beneficial  reform. 
Let  but  printers  and  proprietors  of  newspapers  re- 
flect of  the  vast  sums  due  them,  that  they  scarcely 
hope  ever  to  get.  We  venture  that  200,000  dollars 
will  not  pay  what  is  due  in  Georgia  to  newspaper 
publishers  for  subscriptions  only,  and  that  of  such 
debts  as  are  considered  lost.  The  very  idea  that 
this  supposition  (founded  on  a general  but  not  an 
intimate  knowledge)  approaches  near  the  truth,  is  a 
very  conclusive  argument  in  favor  of  the  speedy 
adoption  of  the  cash  system.  If  there  be  any  that 
oppose  the  plan,  will  they  let  us  know  their  rea- 
sons for  it? 

Shooting  stars.  From  the  New  Haven  Herald. 
The  meteoric  sprinkle  expected  about  the  9th  and 
10th  of  the  present  month,  lias  duly  made  its  appear- 
ance. For  several  evenings  previous  to  the  9th, 
when  the  sky  was  clear,  it  was  noticed  that  shooting 
stars  were  more  frequent  and  splendid  than  usual,  but 
no  extended  observations  upon  them  were  made  un- 
til the  night  of  Friday,  the  9th.  During  that  night 
in  the  space  of  five  hours,  ending  at  seven  minutes  af- 
ter two  o’clock  of  the  morning  of  the  10th,  four  ob- 
servers saw  in  all,  six  hundred  and-  ninety-one  differ- 
ent meteors.  At  this  time  they  were  slightly  increas- 
ing in  frequency,  and  had  observation  been  continued 
until  day  light,  more  than  a thousand  meteors  would 
doubtless  have  been  seen.  Of  the  number  observed, 
about  one-third  part  exceeded  in  brightness  stars  of 
the  first  magnitude,  and  a few  were  more  splendid 
than  Venus.  About  halfof  them  left  luminous  trains, 
some  of  which  remained  visible  several  seconds. 

The  night  ot  Saturday,  the  10th,  was,  like  that  of 
Friday,  exceedingly  clear  and  favorable.  During 
three  hours  ending  at  one  o’clock  of  the  morning  of 
the  11th,  four  observers  saw  in  all  four  hundred  and 
niniy-one  different  meteors.  The  average  is  164  per 
hour,  while  that  of  the  corresponding  period  of  the 
night  previous,  is  138  per  hour.  During  the  entire 
night  as  many  as  thirteen  hundred  might  probably 
have  been  seen.  As  to  magnitude,  trains,  &c.  they 
were  similar  to  the  meteors  of  the  night  preceeding. 
They  were  not  diminishing  in  abundance  when  the 
observations  ceased.  On  both  nights  most  of  the 
meteors  appeared  to  radiate  from  a region  about  the 
head  of  Perseus,  (near  R.  A.  37°,  N.  D.  49°).  Few 
of  them  moved  in  paths  which  would  not,  if  traced 
back,  meet  in  that  vicinity. 

During  the  night  of  the  11th.  the  sky  was  so  much 
obscured  by  clouds,  that  no  satisfactory  observations 
could  be  made.  It  is  probable  that  the  meteors 
were  then  diminishing  in  frequency.  H. 


Washington’s  eife  guard.  We  have  fre- 
quently observed  in  the  newspapers  that  certain  re- 
volutionary soldiers  are  styled  erroneously  Wash- 
ington’s life  guards.  The  following  annountement 
we  find  in  Niles’  Register,  and  it  has  appeared  in 
many  other  journals. 

“The  only  two  surviving  ‘life  guards’  of  Wash- 
ington were  in  procession  on  the  4th  of  July,  at 
Newberg.  Their  names  are  Benjamin  Eaton  and 
Robert  Blair.” 

There  is  no  genuine  warrant  for  the  use  of  this 
title.  It  is  true  it  was  assumed  by  a certain  corps 
or  company  during  the  revolution,  but  congress 
holding  it  to  be  improper,  passed  a resolution  pro- 
hibiting the  use  of  any  such  name  by  the  continen- 
tal troops.  The  resolution  stands  thus  upon  the  re- 
cords. 

“In  congress,  April  15,  1777. 

“Whereas,  the  continental  battalions  are  all  on 
the  same  footing,  liable  to  the  same  kind  of  service 
and  entitled  to  equal  privileges. 

“Resolved,  That  the  ‘congress  own  regiment,’ 
‘general  Washington’s  life  guards’ are  improper  and 
not  to  be  kept  up,  and  officers  of  said  battalions  are 
required  to  take  notice  hereof,  and  conform  accord- 
ingly. John  Hancock,  President.’' 

It  certainly  sounds  anti-republican  at  this  day  to 
associate  a guard  with  Washington’s  person,  as  if 
he  had  needed  such  protection. 

Referring  to  records  for  this  matter,  we  noted  in 
an  old  journal  that  congress  had  ordered  a monu- 
ment to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  general  War- 
ren, at  Boston,  and  general  Mercer,  in  Virginia. 
This  direction  has  never  been  carried  into  effect,  and 
the  neglect  is  not  very  creditable  to  the  gratitude 
of  the  nation.  [Nat.  Gaz. 

Cardinal  Fesch’s  will.  The  will  of  Na- 
poleon’s uncle  continues  the  theme  of  the  most  ex- 
trordinary  statements.  So  many  versions  already 
circulate  that  if  an  able  accountant  were  to  addition 
the  millions  and  pictures  variously  distributed,  our 
state  budget  would  already  be  exceeded.  Another 
letter  from  Rome  has  the  following  “Cardinal  Fesch 
leaves  the  greater  part  of  his  property  to  Joseph, 
entailing  it  upon  such  of  the  Bonapartes  as  shall  be 
the  head  of  the  family  after  the  death  of  Joseph. 
The  legacies  are  numerous  and  considerable.  There 
is  one  of  200,000  Roman  scudi  (1,070,000  francs), 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  family  who  might  hete- 
after  fall  into  poverty.  The  Cardinal  leaves  50,000 
scudi  for  the  marriage  of  madame  de  Cantno’s  last 
daughter;  25,000  scudi  to  the  master  of  his  chapel, 
to  be  disposed  of  according  to  secret  instructions. 

This  legacy  is  said  to  be  in  favor  of  a madame  B , 

who  is  alleged  to  be  connected  by  the  ties  of  blood 
with  the  testator;  3,000  scudi  are  to  be  paid  to  the 
nuns  of  Cornetto,  where  his  eminence’s  body  is  to 
be  deposited  until  the  church  for  which  he  has  left 
a fund,  shall  be  built  at  Ajaccio  in  Corcica.  25  years 
are  allowed  for  the  erection  of  the  church,  where  the 
cardinal  is  to  be  buried  with  his  sister,  and  where 
the  other  members  of  the  family  may  have  their 
hearts  deposited. — Ajaccio  is,  moreover,  to  receive 
a sum  towards  the  foundation  of  an  academy,  to- 
gether with  1,000  pictures  from  the  immense  and 
magnificent  gallery  of  the  late  cardinal.  These 
pictures  were  to  be  selected  by  the  French  painter, 
M.  Ingress.  The  pope  is  to  select  for  himself.  The 
remainder  of  the  collection  is  to  be  sold  for  the  profit 
of  the  heirs.”  [Paris  paper. 

The  creation  of  steam.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Ogden,  of  Chicago, 
delivered  on  the  occasion  of  presenting  capt.  Blake, 
of  the  new  steamer  Illinois  (built  at  Detroit)  with 
a suit  of  colors,  a few  days  since: 

Conceptions,  illimitable  as  the  regions  of  space, 
surround  me  when  my  country  is  the  theme,  and 
when  I mark  the  mighty  changes  that  the  genius  of 
a Fulton  has  wrought  in  our  land,  and  is  yet  des- 
tined to  perfect  over  the  face  of  the  earth  and  in 
the  condition  of  men.  But  for  him — this  noble 
ship,  which  so  proudly  bears  within  its  bosom  the 
mighty  engine  of  his  inventive  mind — fit  setting 
for  the  priceless  gem — would  not  have  rolled  be- 
neath us  now.  But  for  him,  this  noble  lake  might 
now  have  borne  upon  its  bosom  but  the  red  man’s 
frail  canoe — and  cities,  and  the  busy  hum  of  com- 
merce, would  not  now  have  graced  its  borders.  But 
for  him,  the  rude  crossways  of  this  western  land, 
over  which,  with  weary  pace,  hitherto  we  have 
slowly  made  our  way,  would  not  now  have  yielded 
to  the  lengthened  iron  rail,  on  which  the  fierce  and 
fiery  locomotive  rides  with  giddy  speed.  But  for 
him,  these  widened  western  plains,  that  linger  with 
the  setting  sun — where  now  with  lowing  herd,  and 
bleating  flock,  in  peace  the  white  man 

“Wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
About  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams.’’ 
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would  as  yet,  have  been  wrapt  in  the  sleep  of  na- 
ture, undisturbed,  save  by  the  tramp  of  the  bellow- 
ing bison,  or  the  war  cry  of  the  forest  chief.  But 
for  him,  these  broad  and  beautiful  prairies,  “clothed 
in  their  flowery  vesture,”  would  yet  expand  be- 
neath the  sun  to  “waste  their  sweetness  on  the  de- 
sert air.” 

The  olden  time.  A correspondent  of  the  New 
York  American,  writing  from  Utica,  says: 

.Fifty  years  ago,  the  spot  where  Utica  now  stands, 
was  the  end  of  the  world,  in  this  direction.  In  those 
days,  John  Jacob  Astor,  and  Peter  Smith,  (father 
of  Gerrit),  travelled  the  ground  from  Schenectady 
to  Utica  on  foot,  purchasing  furs  at  the  Indian  set- 
tlements on  the  route.  The  Indians  aided  them  in 
carrying  the  furs  back  to  Schenectady.  Returned 
from  their  perilous  adventure  to  “the  far  west,” 
they  opened  a little  shop  in  New  York  city  and 
sold  the  skins  at  retail.  When  their  stock  was  ex- 
hausted, they  again  penetrated  the  lonely  forests  of 
“the  frontier,”  and  replenished  their  store.  Astor 
continued  the  business  many  years,  but  Smith  com- 
menced the  purchase  of  land.  Summers  went  and 
came,  and  wave  after  wave  of  emigration  rolled  up 
the  long  defile  of  the  Mohawk.  Mark  the  change. 
Two  years  since,  Smith  died  at  Schenectady,  lea.v- ; 
ing  millions  of  acres  to  his  heirs.  Astor  still  lives, 
one  of  the  wealthiest  untitled  commoners  in  the 
world.  Judge  Smith  lived  to  travel  the  route  from 
Schenectady  to  Utica  in  four  hours.  And  to-day, 
when  the  sun’s  evening  rays  shall  hide  from  the 
undimmed  eye  of  John  Jacob  Astor  behind  the  blue 
hills  of  Jersey,  its  vertical  beams  will  be  falling  on 
the  fur  traders  of  our  now  Ultima-Thule,  the  mouth 
of  the  Oregon.  Bishop  Berkely  never  dreamed  of 
such  changes  when  he  penned  the  line, 

“Westward  the  star  of  empire  takes  its  way.’’ 

Value  of  sovereigns.  Table  showing  -the 
value  of  any  number  of  sovereigns  from  one  to  one 
hundred,  at  $4  85  each,  the  rate  at  which  they  are 
received  and  paid  out  of  the  banks.  Large  amounts 
are  regulated  by  weight,  valuing  the  “pennyweight 
at  94.8  cents,  as  established  by  the  act  of  congress. 


No. 

Value. 

No. 

Value. 

1 

#4  85 

51 

$ 247  35 

2 

9 70 

52 

252  20 

3 

14  55 

53 

257  05 

4 

19  40 

54 

261  90 

5 

24  25 

55 

266  75 

6 

29  10 

56 

271  60 

7 

33  95 

57 

276  45 

8 

38  80 

58 

281  30 

9 

43  65 

59 

286  15 

10 

48  50 

60 

291  00 

11 

53  35 

61 

295  85 

12 

53  20 

62 

300  70 

13 

63  05 

63 

305  55 

14 

67  90 

64 

310  40 

15 

72  75 

65 

315  25 

16 

77  60 

66 

320  10 

17 

82  45 

67 

324  95 

18 

87  30 

68 

329  SO 

19 

92  15 

69 

334  65 

20 

97  00 

70 

339  50 

21 

101  85 

71 

344  35 

22 

106  70 

72 

349  20 

23 

111  55 

73 

354  05 

24 

116  40 

74 

358  90 

25 

121  25 

75 

363  75 

26 

126  10 

76 

368  60 

27 

130  95 

77 

373  45 

28 

135  80 

78 

378  30 

29 

140  65 

79 

383  15 

30 

145  50 

80 

388  00 

31 

150  35 

81 

392  85 

32 

155  20 

82 

397  70 

33 

160  05 

83 

402  55 

34 

164  90 

84 

407  40 

35 

169  75 

85 

412  25 

36 

174  60 

86 

417  10 

37 

179  45 

87 

421  95 

38 

184  30 

88 

426  80 

39 

189  15 

89 

431  65 

40 

194  00 

90 

436  50 

41 

198  85 

91 

441  35 

42 

203  70 

92 

446  20 

43 

208  55 

93 

451  05 

44 

213  40 

94 

455  90 

45 

218  25 

95 

460  75 

46 

223  10 

96 

465  60 

47 

227  95 

97 

470  45 

48 

232  80 

98 

475  30 

49 

237  65 

99 

480  15 

50 

242  50 

100 

485  00 

Five  francs.  Table,  showing  the  value  of  any 
number  of  five  franc  pieces,  from  one  to  one  hun- 
dred, at  93  cents  each,  as  established  by  act  of 
congress. 


No. 

Value. 

No. 

Value. 

1 

93  cents. 

51 

$47  43 

2 

$1  86 

52 

48  36 

3 

2 79 

53 

49  29 

4 

3 72 

54 

50  22 

5 

4 65 

55 

51  15 

6 

5 58 

56 

52  08 

7 

6 51 

57 

53  01 

S 

7 44 

58 

53  94 

9 

8 37 

59 

54  87 

10 

9 30 

60 

55  80 

11 

10  23 

61 

56  73 

12 

11  16 

62 

57  66 

13 

12  09 

63 

58  59 

14 

13  02 

64 

59  52 

15 

13  95 

65 

60  45 

16 

14  88 

66 

61  38 

17 

15  81 

67 

62  31 

18 

16  74 

6S 

63  24 

19 

17  67 

69 

64  17 

20 

18  60 

70 

65  10 

21 

19  53 

71 

66  03 

22 

20  46 

72 

66  96 

23 

21  39 

73 

67  89 

24 

22  32 

74 

68  82 

25 

23  25 

75 

69  75 

26 

24  13 

76 

70  68 

27 

25  11 

77 

71  61 

-28 

26  04 

78 

72  54 

29 

26  97 

79 

73  47 

30 

27  90 

80 

74  40 

31 

28  83 

81 

75  33 

32 

29  76 

82 

76  26 

33 

30  69 

83 

77  19 

34 

31  62 

84 

78  12 

35 

32  55 

85 

79  05 

36 

33  48 

86 

79  98 

37 

34  41 

87 

80  91 

38 

35  34 

88 

81  84 

39 

36  27 

89 

82  77 

40 

37  20 

90 

83  70 

41 

3S  13 

91 

84  63 

42 

39  06 

92 

85  56 

43 

39  99 

93 

86  49 

44 

40  92 

94 

87  42 

45 

41  85 

95 

88  35 

46 

42  78 

96 

89  28 

47 

43  71 

97 

90  21 

48 

44  64 

98 

91  14 

49 

45  57 

99 

92  07 

50 

46  50 

100 

93  00 

Tippoo  sultan’s  throne.  The  sultan's  throne, 
we  are  told  being  too  un wieldly  to  be  conveyed  away 
was  broken  up.  It  consisted  of  a howdah,  or  armed 
chair,  upon  a tiger  covered  with  sheet  gold;  the 
ascent  was  by  silver  steps,  gilt;  the  canopy  was 
■squally  superb,  and  decorated  with  a costly  fringe 
of  white  pearls  all  around  it.  The  eyes  and  teeth 
were  of  glass; — it  was  valued  at  60,000  pagodas,  or 
upwards  of  £25,000  sterling.  The  sheet  gold  alone 
was  estimated  at  40,000  pagodas.  Every  inch  of 
the  howhah  contained  Arabic  inscriptions,  chiefly 
from  the  Koran,  and  superbly  stamped,  being  raised 
and  polished  in  a beautiful  manner.  A gold  figure  of 
a bird  covered  over  with  the  most  precious  stones, 
was  fastened  at  the  top  of  the  canopy;  its  beak  was 
a large  emerald, its  eyes  were  carbuncles;  the  breast 
was  covered  with  diamonds;  on  its  back  were  many 
large  jewels,  fancifully  arranged;  while  the  tail, 
made  to  resemble  a peacock,  was  actually  studded 
in  the  same  manner.  The  whole  was  so  formed  as 
to  have  the  appearance  of  plumage,  and  so  closely 
set,  that  the  gold  was  hardly  to  be  seen. 

[Alexander’s  life  of  the  duke  of  Wellington. 

The  sovereigns  of  Europe.  We  have  lately 
met  with  an  amusing  letter  written  by  Jefferson  in 
1810,  we  think'to  a friend  of  his,  formerly  governor 
of  New  Hampshire.  It  relates  to  the  European  mo- 
narchs  of  "his  day  and  acquaintance,  and  speaks 
pretty  freely  of  them,  as  the  following  passage  may 
show: 

“Louis  XVI  was  a fool,  of  my  own  knowledge 
and  in_  despite  of  the  answers  made  for  him  at,his 
trial.  The  king  of  Spain  was  a fool;  of  Naples  the 
same.  They  passed  their  lives  in  hunting,  and  de- 
spatched two  couriers  a week,  one  thousand  miles, 
to  let  each  other  know  what  game  they  had  killed 
the  preceding  days.  The  king  of  Sardinia  was  a 
fool.  All  these  were  Bourbons.  The  queen  of  Por- 
tugal, a Braganza,  was  an  idiot  by  nature.  And  so 
was  the  king  of  Denmark,  their  sons,  as  regents  ex- 
ercised the  powers  of  government.  The  king  of 
Prussia,  successor  to  the  great  Frederick,  was  a 
mere  hog  in  body  as  well  as  mind.  Gustavus  of 
Sweden,  and  Joseph  of  Austria,  were  really  crazy, 
and  George  of  England,  you  know,  was  in  a straight 
jacket.  There  remained  then,  none  but  old  Catha- 
rine, who  had  been  too  lately  picked  up  to  have  lost 


her  common  sense.  In  this  state  Bonaparte  found 
Europe,  and  it  was  this  state  of  its  rulers  which  lost 
it  with  scarce  a struggle.  These  animals  had  be- 
come without  mind  and  powerless;  and  so  will  every 
hereditary  monarchy  after  a few  generations.  Alex- 
ander the  grand  son  of  Catharine,  is  yet  an  excep- 
tion. He  is  able  to  hold  his  own.  But  he  is  only 
of  the  third  generation.  His  race  is  not  yet  worn 
out.  And  so  endeth  the  book  of  kings,  from  all  of 
which  the  Lord  deliver  us.” 

Verification  of  ancient  proverb.  The 
following  prophecy  is  said  to  have  been  delivered 
by  a British  bard,  in  the  time  of  William  the  Nor- 
man, and  preserved  by  some  of  the  monkish  annal- 
ists, viz:  That  no  more  than  three  monarchs,  in  di- 
rect succession,  should  ever  again  reign  over  these 
kingdoms,  without  some  violent  interruption: 

1 William  the  Norman, 

2 William  Rufus, 

3 Henry  the  first, 

Interrupted  by  the  usurpation  of  Stephen. 

1 Henry  the  second, 

2 Edward  the  first, 

3 Edward  the  second, 

Interrupted  by  the  abdication  and  murder  of  Ed- 
ward the  second. 

1 Edward  the  third, 

2 Richard  the  second, 

Interrupted  by  the  deposition  of  that  monarch. 

1 Henry  the  fourth, 

2 Henry  the  fifth, 

3 Henry  the  sixth. 

Interrupted  by  the  restoration  of  the  house  of 
York.. 

1 Edward  the  fourth, 

2 Edward  the  fifth, 

3 Richard  the  third, 

Interrupted  by  the  usurpation  of  Henry  Rich- 
mond. 

1 Henry  the  seventh, 

2 Henry  the  eighth, 

3 Edward  the  sixth. 

Interrupted  by  the  election  of  lady  Jane  Grey. 

1 Mary, 

2 Elizabeth, 

A foreign  king,  ( James  of  Scotland),  called  in  to 
assume  the  crown. 

1 James  the  first, 

2 Charles  the  first. 

Interrupted  by  the  deposition  of  that  monarch, 
and  the  establishment  of  another  form  of  govern- 
ment in  the  person  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 

1 Charles  the  second, 

2 James  the  second, 

Interrupted  by  the  abdication  of  that  king  and 
the  election  of  a foreigner. 

1 William  the  third, 

2 Anne, 

Interrupted  by  the  parliamentary  appointment  of 
a foreigner. 

1 George  the  first, 

2 George  the  second, 

3 George  the  third, 

Interrupted  by  the  unfortunate  incapacity  of  that 
sovereign,  and  a parliamentary  appointment  for  ex- 
ercising the  sovereignty  in  the  person  of  the  prince 
regent. 

1 George  the  fourth, 

2 William  the  fourth, 

3 Victoria  the  first, 

Whom  may  God  bless,  .but  what  is  to  be  the  next 
interruption?  [Liverpool  Courier. 

LATE  FROM  ENGLAND. 

ARRIVAL  OF  THE  LIVERPOOL. 

This  long  expected  steamer  arrived  at  New 
York  on  Saturday  night  last,  after  a voyage  of 
eighteen  days.  She  brings  news  of  importance, 
commercial  and  political.  The  death  of  sulfan 
Mahmoud,  the  defeat  of  his  army  by  Ibrahim 
in  Syria,  the  defection  of  the  Turkish  fleet,  and 
the  continued  agitation  of  the  Chartists  in  Eng- 
land, are  the  principal  items  of  political  intel- 
ligence. The  firmness  of  the  cotton  market  will 
be  the  most  welcome  news  to  a majority  of  our 
readers.  The  editors  of  the  New  York  American 
have  received  full  files  of  English  papers,  from 
which  they  have  gleaned  the  following  intelligence: 

London,  July  18.  Money  market.  The  English 
stock  market  has  been  extremely  quiet  since  the 
bustle  of  yesterday.  Foreign  securities  remain  with- 
hout  alteration. 

July  19.  Much  difficulty  is  experienced  in  the 
city  at  present  in  obtaining  a supply  of  silver, 
the  furnishing  of  which  by  the  bank  is  optional. 
The  transactions  of  the  day  in  the  English  stock 
market  were  of  slight  importance,  but  prices  are 
rather  depressed.  No  alteration  in  foreign  stocks. 
There  was  a tendency  to  improvement  in  the  rates 
of  exchange  to-day  on  Paris  and  Amsterdam. 
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July  20.  Scarcely  any  variation  in  the  funds,  and 
business  exceedingly  flat  all  day.  No  change  in 
foreign. 

July  22.  The  funds  remain  in  the  same  languid 
State,  with  very  little  business  doing.  The  dealers 
are  waiting  for  the  next  movement  of  the  bank,  in 
the  affair  of  the  dead-weight,  respecting  which  the 
same  uncertainty  prevails.  In  the  foreign  house 
there  was  some  improvement  in  Spanish  American 
Securities.  Mexican  advanced  to  27  t-2,  in  conse- 
quence of  a statement  in  the  New  Orleans  papers 
of  the  ratification  of  the  agreement  for  a conversion 
and  a new  arrangement  of  the  original  debt  and 
dividends  effected  by  the  agents  here  some  time 
since. 

July  23.  The  funds  were  inactive,  and  consols 
declined  to  91  7-S  on  the  publication  of  the  defeat 
of  the  Turkish  army  by  the  Egyptians — they  re- 
covered slightly  at  the  close  when  they  were  92 
for  money,  and  92  1-S  to  1-4  for  ac.  A further 
improvement  took  place  in  Mexican  to  28  1-2; 
Columbian,  32  3-4  to  3.  Exchanges  nearly  the 
same  as  last  post  day. 

July  24.  A very  extraordinary  and  unusual  ope- 
ration on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of  England  has  been 
reported  to-day  in  the  city,  and  there  is  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  circumstances  connected 
with  it  are,  in  substance  at  least,  correct.  An  ar- 
rangement is  said  to  have  been  entered  into  with 
the  Bank  of  France  to  allow  bills  to  be  drawn  upon 
it,  not  directly,  for  that  the  charter  will  not  per- 
mit, but  indirectly  through  certain  houses  in  Paris, 
the  means  of  pay  ment  to  be  provided  by  the  French 
bank.  These  bills  have  necessarily  the  same  ef- 
fect in  this  market  as  an  exportation  of  gold  in 
drawing  in  bank  notes,  the  value  being  paid  to 
the  Bank  of  England;  and  also  the  effect  of  ordinary 
commercial  bills  in  raising  the  exchanges.  The 
other  consequences  of  the  operation,  of  a far  more 
serious  nature,  are  that  the  Bank  of  England  is 
placed  in  the  situation  of  a borrower  from  the  Bank 
of  France,  and,  like  all  other  borrowers  from  banl«, 
must  put  in  a security  for  re-payment,  which  is 
understood  in  this  case  to  be  such  a portion  of  the 
“dead  weight”  annuity  as  may  be  sufficient  for  the 
purpose;  altogether  amounting  to  this — that  the 
Bank  of  England  holding  a larger  amount  of  se- 
curities than  can  be  with  convenience  managed, 
“re  discount”  them.  But  for  the  drafts  on  Paris, 
to  which  this  operation  has  given  rise,  the  ex- 
changes could  not,  it  is  supposed,  have  been  sus- 
tained at  the  rates  negotiated  yesterday. 

Large  sales  of  exchequer  bills,  which  were  be- 
lieved to  be  for  the  account  of  the  bank,  were  made 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  but  this  is  denied  by  par- 
ties having  access  to  the  best  information,  who 
imagine  that  the  sales  are  for  the  account  of  the 
government.  These  sales  reduced  the  premium  on 
exchequer  bills  to  10s.  to  12s.  and,  together  with 
other  sales  of  3 per  cent,  reduced  and  bank  stock 
on  private  account,  caused  some  heaviness  in  the 
funds  generally. 

In  the  foreign  market  a slight  improvement  may 
be  noted. 

July  28.  Great  mystery  still  attaches  to  the  al- 
leged transactions  between  the  Banks  of  England 
and  France,  and  the  question  at  any  rate  is  very 
far  from  being  disposed  of  in  the  way  some  of  the 
bank  oracles  would  desire  to  have  it  supposed.  It 
has  transpired  that  count  d’Argout,  the  governor  of 
the  Bank  of  France,  who  wa3  in  London  early  in 
the  week,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  on  a 
tour  through  the  manufacturing  districts  in  Scot- 
land. has  returned  suddenly  to  Paris;  that  Mr.  T. 
A.  Curtis,  the  late  governor  of  our  bank,  has  also 
gone  thither,  and  that  he  either  has  been,  or  is  to 
be,  joined  by  one  of  the  partners  in  the  eminent 
bank  which  has  been  engaged  to  draw  bills  on 
Paris.  That  bills  are  drawing  on  Paris,  and  to  an 
enormous  amount,  for  the  account  of  the  bank,  no 
one  now  ventures  to  deny. 

It  has  been  currently  reported  to-day  in  the  city, 
that  at  the  meeting  of  the  bank  directors  held  yes- 
terday, it  was  debated  whether  the  rate  of  interest 
should  not  be  raised  to  6 per  cent,  and  that,  on  the 
motion  being  put,  the  decision  was  against  it  by  the 
casting  vote  of  the  governor  only. 

The  transactions  in  the  funds  to-day  have  been 
exceedingly  unimportant. 

In  the  foreign  house,  the  only  alteration  in  prices 
worth  notice  was  in  Mexican,  which  advanced  to 
3.9  to  1-9. 

Some  improvement  was  to  be  noted  in  the  rates 
of  exchange  negotiated  on  Amsterdam.  On  Paris 
and  Hamburgh  they  were  as  before. 

From  Friday’s  Gazelte.  Quarterly  average  of  the 
weekly  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, from  the  30th  of  April,  to  the  23d  July,  1839, 
both  inclusive,  published  pursuant  to  the  act  3 and 
4 William  IV.  cap.  98. 


Liabilities.  Assets. 

Circulation,  £18,049,000  I Securities  £24,905,000 
Deposites,  7,955,000  | Bullion,  3,785,000 


£26,004,000  | £28,690,000 

Downing  street,  July  25. 

July  27.  There  has  been  little  activity  in  the 
funds  to-day,  but  some  attention  was  excited  by 
the  sales  of  exchequer  bills  to  the  extent  of  about 
20,000/.  by  the  broker  usually  acting  for  the  bank. 
It  was  ascertained  that  the  sales  were  for  reinvest- 
ment in  stocks  for  other  parties.  The  transactions 
in  the  foreign  house  were  of  little  importance. 

The  usual  average  return  of  the  liabilities  and 
assets  of  the  Bank  of  England,  embracing  the  pe- 
riod from  the  30th  of  April  to  the  23d  inst.  gives 
the  following  results — viz:  that  the  average  of  the 
month  ending  the  23d  inst.  as  compared  with  the 
average  of  the  month  ending  the  30th  of  April, 
shows  a decrease  in  the  circulation  of  156,0001.  an 
increase  in  the  deposites  of  1,164,000/.  and  a de- 
crease in  the  stock  of  bullion  of  1,677,000/.  Where- 
fore it  appears,  that  the  increase  in  the  liabilities  is 
1, 60S, 0001.  and  this  represents  the  increase  in  the 
total  quantity  of  money  in  the  month  ending  the 
23d  inst.  as  compared  with  the  month  ending  the 
30th  of  April,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  administration 
of  the  currency  by  the  Bank  of  England. 

The  yearly  comparison  is  as  follows: — The  ave- 
rage of  the  month  ending  the  23d  inst.  as  compared 
with  the  month  the  21st  of  August,  1838,  shows  a 
decrease  in  the  circulation  of  1,443,0001.  a decrease 
in  the  deposites  of  2,781,000/.  and  a decrease  in  the 
stock  of  bullion  of  6,372,000/.  Wherefore  it  appears 
that  the  decrease  in  the  liabilities  is  4,274,000/.  and 
this  represents  the  decrease  in  the  total  quantity 
of  money  in  the  month  ending  the  23d  inst.  as  com- 
pared with  the  month  ending  the  21st  of  August, 
1838,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  administration  of  the 
currency  by  the  Bank  of  England. 

July  29.  The  transaction  in  the  funds  were 
rather  more  extensive  to-day  than  for  some  time 
past.  The  sales  of  exchequer  bills  were  continued 
to  the  amount  of  about  10,000/.  and  a good  deal  of 
money  stock  changed  hands,  but  the  market  dis- 
played much  firmness,  and  purchases  of  consols  for 
time  were  made  to  some  extent. 

The  intelligence  from  the  United  States  by  the 
Shakspeare  and  the  Samson  packet  ships,  with 
dates  to  the  11th  instant,  is  far  from  being  of  a satis- 
factory character. 

July  30.  From  the  Paris  papers  and  letters  it 
would  appear,  not  only  that  the  accounts  were  sub- 
stantially true,  of  an  attempted  arrangement  be- 
tween the  Bank  of  England  and  the  Bank  of  France, 
but  that  the  additional  mortification  is  imposed,  of 
two  failures  in  the  applications  made — one  to  the 
Bank  of  France,  and  the  other  to  the  capitalists  of 
Paris.  English  exchequer  bills,  it  seems,  are  not 
good  security  at  Paris,  because  they  would  not,  at 
short  notice,  be  convertible  so  as  to  answer  bank- 
ing purposes.  The  transaction  is  the  universal  topic 
of  discussion  in  the  city,  and  every  where  severely 
reprobated. 

The  English  stock  market  was  heavy,  and  business 
very  limited. 

The  rates  of  exchange  on  Amsterdam  continue  to 
improve.  On  Hamburgh  the  rate  remains  13.  10  at 
three  months. 

July  31 — city,  12  o’clock.  The  foreign  exchanges 
yesterday  did  not  show  much  alteration  in  the  rates 
from  those  of  last  Friday,  but  the  amount  ot  busi- 
ness transacted  was  much  smaller  than  on  that  day. 
All  parties  seemed  rather  inclined  to  wait  and  see 
the  upshot  of  the  bank  negotiation  in  Paris  before 
they  committed  themselves  by  large  operations.  It 
is  probable  the  quotations  would  have  advanced  if 
the  state  of  the  weather  had  not  created  a little 
alarm  for  the  fate  of  the  approaching  harvest.  At  all 
events  it  is  a satisfaction  to  observe  that  the  demand 
for  bills  to  remit  to  the  continent  appears  to  slacken, 
from  which  we  may  hope  that  a reaction  will  soon 
occur,  if  nothing  happen  to  render  a further  impor- 
tation of  corn  necessary. 

Money  has  bpen  in  very  great  demand  in  the  open 
market  during  the  last  three  or  four  days,  and  the 
rate  of  discount  is  gradually  tending  upwards.  This 
is  probably  caused  by  large  sums  being  withdrawn 
by  the  bank  through  the  medium  of  discounted  bills 
falling  due  and  encashed  by  them  daily.  In  the 
stock  market  also  there  is  more  demand  for  money 
than  there  was  a few  days  ago;  and  the  settlement 
of  the  monthly  account  in  foreign  funds,  which  takes 
place  to-day,  does  not  seem  to  throw  loose  capilal, 
as  it  has  done  on  one  or  two  late  occasions.  The 
stock  market  is  heavy,  both  for  English  and  foreign 
securities. 

Consols  are  91  7-8  to  92  for  money,  and  92  1-8  to 
92  1-4  for  account:  new  2 1-2  per  cents  99  1-S  to 
99  1-4;  exchequer  bills,  10  to  12  prera. 


Two  o'clock.  AVe  learn  at  the  north  and  south 
American  Coffee  House  that  the  East  India  compa- 
ny have  received  despatches  from  India  overland, 
from  China  to  the  7th  April,  Calcutta,  the  20th  May, 
and  Bombay  the  8th  June.  The  China  trade  was 
again  stopped, tand  captain  Elliott,  the  British  resi- 
dent, together  with  thirteen  of  the  principal  En- 
glish merchants,  had  been  sent  prisoners  into  the  in- 
terior. This  intelligence  has  had  an  unfavorable 
effects  on  consols,  which  have  declined  to  91  5-8  to 
3-4  for  money,  and  92  for  account;  bank  stock  is 
1 1-2  per  cent.  lower,  having  been  sold  at  185;  ex- 
chequer bills  are  Is.  higher.  The  settlement  of  ac- 
count in  foreign  stocks  is  going  off  quietly,  but  prices 
are  lower. 

Four  o’clock.  Consols  51  3-4;  consols  for  account 
92;  Belgian  103  1-2;  Brazilian  78  3-4  Columbian 
1824,  32  1-2;  do.  August  15,  32  1-4;  Mexican  1825, 
29  1-4;  do.  Aug.  15,  29  3-8. 

London,  July  27.  Foreign  funds.  Last  official 
quotation  during  the  week,  ending  Friday  evening: 
Alabama,  (payable  1863)  5’s,  80;  Louisiana,  5’s, 
94;  Mexican  6’s,  27  1-4. 

There  has  been  no  novelty  since  our  last  in  the 
market  for  money  and  public  securities.  The  dead 
weight  is  now  dead  and  buried;  and  on  Thursday, 
which  is  now  the  most  sensitive  day  in  all  the  week 
for  the  citizens,  it  being  the  day  on  which  the  bank 
directors  meet — there  was  no  advance  of  the  rate  of 
interest  by  the  bank.  The  rates  of  discount  on  the 
first  bills  continue  at  5 to  5 1-2  per  cent,  and  at  5 1-2 
to  6 on  those  of  the  next  descriptions;  little  trades- 
men have  to  pay  high  charges  for  accommodation. 
The  demand  for  money  has  not  been  by  any  means 
oppressive;  no  doubt  the  payment  of  the  dividends 
has  eased  the  market  a little. 

[London  Mercantile  Journal,  July  30. 

Liverpool,  August  1.  The  state  of  the  weather  is 
beginning  to  excite  the  apprehensions  of  every  re- 
flecting man.  Mr.  Rice,  our  inimitable  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  told  parliament  that  the  quantity 
of  foreign  corn  imported  since  last  harvest,  amount- 
ed in  value  to  £7,000,000.  In  confirmation  of  this, 
and  in  proof  that  the  imported  corn  was  paid  for  in 
solid  metal,  the  Bank  of'England,  which  had  upwards 
of  £ 10,000,000  of  gold  in  its  coffers  only  a short 
time  ago,  has,  at  the  present  moment,  not  much  more 
than  £3,000,000. 

Birmingham,  July  15//;.  This  town  has  again 
been  the  scene  of  riot  and  confusion.  The  police 
were  ordered  to  disperse  a meeting  of  the  people, 
when  a general  fight  ensued.  Having  beaten  off  the 
police,  the  mob  attacked  several  shops  and  private 
dwellings.  The  street  lamps  were  put  out,  and  un- 
der cover  of  the  darkness,  doors  and  windows  were 
forced,  and  the  contents  of  the  houses  thrown  into 
the  street  and  burnt.  Several  houses  were  also  con- 
sumed. Near  midnight  a squadron  of  cavalry  suc- 
ceeded in  clearing  the  streets,  and  escorted  the  en- 
gines to  the  spot.  It  is  a singular  fact,  that  during 
these  disturbances  no  person  was  killed. 

Fenny  postage.  It  is  intended  that  the  act  to  car- 
ry out  Mr.  Rowland  Hill’s  plan  ot  a uniform  penny 
postage  shall  come  into  operation  in  January  next. 

Admiral  Sir  Isaac  Coffin  died  at  Cheltenham  on  the 
23d  of  July. 

A very  distructlve  fire  had  occured  in  Manchester, 
by  which  the  waaehouses  of  the  Messrs.  Nathan, 
Lloyd  street,  was  destroyed,  and  damages  sustained 
to  the  amount  of  £'13,000. 

There  appears  to  be  a slight  revival  of  trade  in 
Lancashire,  but  the  faetoriesgenerally  are  “working 
short  time.” 

A Catholic  church  has  been  opened  at  Everingham, 
in  a style  of  splendor  unequalled  in  England.  The 
building  cost  £30,000;  and  the  procession  of  bishops 
and  clergy,  with  the  pope’s  hanners  and  the  host 
elevated,  was  more  splendid  than  ever  witnessed 
in  modern  days  in  this  country, 

[Sheffield  Iris. 

The  proceedings  in  the  French  court  of  peers 
were  formally  closed  on  the  12th  of  July,  when 
judgment  was  pronounced  on  the  prisoners  •found 
guilty  of  participation  in  the  last  Paris  insurrection. 
Arrnand  Barbes  was  the  only  prisoner  condemned 
to  death — he  was  found  guilty  of  being  “one  of  the 
murderers”  of  a lieutenant  named  Drouineau,  in 
addition  to  his  treason.  Martin  Barnard  was  sen- 
tenced to  transportation;  Mialon  to  hard  labor  for 
life;  and  seven  others  to  terms  of  imprisonment 
varying  from  two  to  fifteen  years.  The  sentence 
on  Barbes  has  been  commuted  by  Louis  Philippe  to 
hard  labor  for  life.  It  is  said  that  the  council  of 
ministers  strongly  dissuaded  the  king  from  this  act 
of  mercy. 

Madrid  papers  of  the  13th  of  July,  state  that  ge- 
neral Aznar  of  the  queen’s  army,  was  beseiged  in 
Lucena  by  Cabrera.  General  O’Donnel  was  about 
to  march  to  his  relief.  It  was  reported  in  Bayonne, 
on  the  15th,  that  Cabrera  had  taken  possession  of 
Lucena.  There  is  no  other  Spanish  news  of  im- 


408 


NILES'  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUG.  24,  1839— CASE  OF  BOTTEMRY. 


poitance.  The  elections  were  to  commence  on  the 
24th. 

The  beautiful  cathedral  at  Bruges  has  been  de- 
stroyed by  a fire,  occasioned  by  the  carelessness  of 
some  plumbers  at  work  in  the  building. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a whole  galaxy  of  theatrical 
stars  have  come  out  by  the  Liverpool,  principally 
for  the  national  theatre.  The  Liverpool  was  crowd- 
ed with  passengers,  and  seventy  guineas  were  of- 
fered and  refused  for  a berth  in  her  just  before  she 
sailed. 

From  the  Chronicle.  The  Turkish  and  Egyptian 
war.  The  Moniteur  of  Friday  contained  the  follow- 
ing  telegraphic  despatch  from  Marseilles  of  the  events 
of  the  25th: 

“The  death  of  the  sultan  was  known  at  Alexan- 
dria on  the  8th;  and  on  the  following  day  a Turkish 
schooner  reached  Alexandria  with  Negib  bey,  kiaya 
of  the  captain  pacha,  on  board,  charged  to  announce 
to  the  viceroy  of  Egypt  the  presence  of  the  captain 
pacha  at  Slankio,  on  his  way  to  Rhodes,  and  to  pro- 
pose to  place  the  Turkish  fleet  under  the  viceroy’s 
protection,  in  order  to  guard  against  the  troubles 
likely  to  follow  the  sultan’s  death  in  Turkey.  A 
reply  was  despatched  by  Mehemet  Ali,  in  the 
steamboat  called  the  Black  Sea,  to  the  captain  pacha; 
but  its  tenor  is  unknown.  On  the  10th,  Askiff  Ef- 
fendi,  sent  by  the  sultan  to  announce  the  death  of 
his  father,  reached  Alexandria. 

The  death  of  the  Turkish  sultan,  Mahmoud, 
which  occured  on  the  30th  ultimo,  is  an  event  of 
some  political  importance.  Abdul  Medjid,  his 
eldest  son,  not  yet  seventeen  years  old.  though  offull 
age  by  the  Turkish  law,  was  immediately  declared 
sultan.  The  principal  officers  of  the  government, 
assembled  round  the  bed  of  the  dying  Mahmoud, 
had  sworn  fealty  to  his  successor.  The  new  sultan 
is  described  as  a young  man  of  quiet  disposition, 
fond  of  literary  pursuits,  and  well  acquainted  with 
the  Persian.  Greek  and  French  languages. 

The  late  sultan  was  born  in  1785,  and  succeeded 
to  the  throne  in  July,  1808.  His  great  achieve- 
ment, the  destruction  of  the  Janissaries,  is  a remark- 
able event  in  Turkish  history;  but  his  reign  will  be 
chiefly  remembered  for  the  rapid  curtailment  of  the 
empire,  the  progress  of  Russia,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a virtually  independent  sovereignty  under 
Meheinent  Ali  in  Egypt  and  Syria. 

The  Turks  have  been  utterly  defeated  by  the 
Egyptians  in  a great  battle,  fought  on  the  25th  of 
June,  at  Nezib,  near  Aleppo.  It  is  said  that  up- 
wards of  4,000  Turks  were  killed  in  the  engage- 
ment, and  that  the  prisoners  taken  were  5,000.  All 
their  material,  cannon,  and  ammunition,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  victors;  and  Ibrahim  wrote  a brief 
account  of  his  success  to  Mehemet  Ali  in  the  Turk- 
ish general’s  camp.  Admiral  Rousgio,  French  am- 
bassador at  Constantinople,  assured  his  government 
that  the  information  received  by  the  por.te  was  that 
the  Turkish  army  had  been  “destroyed:”  but  .this  is 
perhaps  too  strong  an  expression,  as  it  appears  that 
after  the  battle  Ibrahim  made  a retrograde  move- 
ment to  Aintab;  whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  the 
Turks  were,  notwithstanding  their  defeat,  in  a po- 
sition to  give  him  trouble  and  render  caution  neces- 
sary. 

There  is  much  speculation  in  the  French  and 
German  newspapers  on  the  probable  consequences 
of  Mehemet  All’s  success.  Will  the  conqueror 
push  his  advantage  and  march  upon  Constantino- 
ple? Will  he  be  restrained  by  the  European  pow- 
ers, who  have  declared  their  resolution  to  preserve 
the  Turkish  empire  entire?  The  cunning  policy  of 
the  Egyptian  pacha  renders  it  tolerably  certain  that 
he  will  not  risk  an  open  quarrel  with  France,  Eng- 
land and  Austria;  but  will  use  his  victory  so  as  to 
obtain  favorable  terms  in  a treaty.  It  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  eject  him  from  Syria,  and  perhaps  that  coun- 
try may  be  added  to  his  nominal  vice-royalty,  but 
real  sovereignty,  ofEgypt. 

It  is  alleged  that  lord  Ponsonby  stimulated  the 
late  sultan  to  hostilities  with  Egypt,  and  that  Me- 
hemet Ali  is  enraged  at  this  double-dealing  on  the 
part  of  England. 

The  Turkish  fleet  sailed  from  the  Dardanelles  on 
the  28th  of  June,  notwithstanding  the  positive  pro- 
hibitions of  the  porte;  and  hence  a suspicion  of 
treachery  on  the  part  of  its  commanders  has  arisen. 

Alexandria.  July  6.  The  Turkish  army  of  Syria 
is  defunct.  The  following  are  the  facts: — 

On  the  20th  of  June,  his  highness  Ibrahim  pasha, 
commanding  the  Egyptian  army,  moved  from  its 
encampment,  and  crossed  the  Ladjour,  and  then 
marched  to  the  village  of  Mezza,  where  the  sultan’s 
cavalry,  commanded  by  4 pashas,  were  encamped. 
His  highness  Ibrahim  pasha  ordered  all  his  artillery 
to  take  up  a position  within  half  a mile  of  the  Turk- 
ish army,  and  to  cannonade  it.  At  5 P.  M.  they 
opened  their  fire;  in  half  an  hour  the  Turkish  caval- 
ry fled,  pell-mell,  in  the  direction  of  Nezib,  (where 
the  sultan’s  main  army  was  encamped  under  Hafiz  1 


pasha),  leaving  behind  them  all  their  provisions 
and  military  chests.  His  highness  Ibrahim  pasha 
then  halted  the  Egyptian  force  for  repose  till  mid- 
night. 

June  21.  At  midnight  he  marched  towards 
Nezib;  fell  in,  after  daylight,  with  the  cavalry  he 
had  cannonaded  the  day  before,  and  all  the  remain- 
ing cavalry  of  the  Turkish  force,  which  had  been 
advanced  in  two  divisions. 

Ibrahim  pasha  ordered  the  artillery  to  commence 
their  fire,  and  his  cavalry  to  charge.  In  four  hours 
the  whole  of  the  sultan’s  cavalry  gave  way  and  fled, 
leaving  14  pieces  of  small  cannon  (all  they  had) 
behind. 

June  22.  The  Egyptian  army  reposed. 

June  23.  His  highness,  with  two  regiments  of 
cavalry,  accompanied  by  his  body  guard  and  his 
light  artillery,  left  the  camp  and  trotted  up  to  the 
walls  of  Nezib,  leaving  orders  with  Suleman  pasha, 
his  lieutenant  general,  to  move  on  after  him,  as 
slowly  as  possible,  in  order  that  the  troops  might 
not  be  fatigued. 

On  the  24th,  at  midnight,  the  whole  of  the  Egyp- 
tian force  was  in  presence  of  the  Turks,  and  shortly 
afterwards  commenced  the  general  action,  of  which 
I give  you  an  account  in  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  from  the  Austrian  consul  at  Aleppo,  dated 
June  26th,  in  the  evening: 

“The  army  of  Hafiz  pasha  ceased  to  exist  yester- 
day, after  a cannonade  of  three  hours.  The  Turks 
threw  down  their  arms,  and  abandoned  their  artil- 
lery and  ammunition,  flying  in  every  direction.— 
Not  one  of  them  could  have  reached  the  Euphrates 
had  Ibrahim  pasha  wished  seriously  to  prevent  it. 
The  city  of  Aleppo  has  petitioned  Ibrahim  pasha 
to  make  arrangements  for  obliging  the  disarmed 
soldiery  of  Hafiz  pasha  to  recross  the  Euphrates,  in 
order  not  to  disturb  the  security  we  enjoy  here. 

The  few  Egyptian  troops  left  here  have  set  out  in 
the  direction  of  the  camp.  To-morrow  or  next  day 
the  Egyptian  advanced  guard,  commanded  by  Os- 
man pasha,  will  commence  passing  the  Euphrates 
— every  thing  indicates  that  such  is  the  intention  of 
the  Egyptian  seraskier.” 

This  day  (July  6)  the  pasha’s  steamers  the  Ge- 
noroso  anil  the  Egyptian  arrived,  but  we  regret  to 
say  that  they  do  not  bring  Ibrahim  pasha’s  de- 
spatches. We  suppose  he  thinks  his  laconic  tele- 
graphic despatches  to  his  father,  via  Damietta,  to 
be  sufficient.  It  ran  thus: — “The  Turks  are  dis- 
persed; they  have  left  behind  them  every  thing,  be- 
sides 6,000  prisoners.”  By  these  vessels  we  learn 
that  4,000  of  the  said  prisoners  have  applied  to  enter 
the  pasha’s  service.  They  have  been  accepted,  and 
transports  have  been  ordered  to  Scandereon  to  bring 
them  here.  They  will  probably  be  sent  to  the 
Hedjas  and  Yemen,  to  assist  in  bringing  the  whole 
of  Arabia  under  the  Egyptian  government. 

London,  July  31.  Intelligence  has  been  this  day 
received  from  India,  stating  that  the  British  army  had 
entered  Candahar  on  the  21st  of  April.  The  difficul- 
ties which  the  army  had  experienced  with  respect  to 
provisions  had  vanished,  and  they  had  been  re- 
ceived with  open  arms.  Private  intelligence  from 
Candahar  to  April  29,  reports  that  Sha  Shooja  had 
been  crowned  with  acclamation,  all  the  chiefs  with 
the  exception  of  the  Bauckzye  brothers  having  sig- 
nified their  adherence  to  him.  Dost  Mahomed,  it  is 
said  had  sent  his  family  to  Bokhara.  The  British 
army  was  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Cabool,  which  it 
is  expected  to  reach  in  twenty-two  days. 

This  gratifying  intelligence  had  been  received  at 
Peshawur  with  great  rejoicings.  The  city  was  il- 
luminated for  three  days,  and  preparations  were 
made  for  the  immediate  advance  of  the  contingent 
army  of  Runjnet  Sing,  accompanied  by  the  Shahza- 
dah  Timoor  and  colonel  Wade  upon  Cabool. 

The  letters  received  this  morning  from  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, bring  two  imperial  ukases,  by  which  se- 
veral important  changes  are  made  in  the  Russian 
currency. 

The  silver  ruble,  and  its  fractional  parts,  as  now 
in  circulation,  is  henceforth  to  be  recognised  as  the 
only  legal  measure  of  value. 

Liverpool , Monday,  July  29.  Colton  market. — 
There  has  been  a good  demand  throughout  the  week 
both  from  the  trade  and  exporters,  and  although  it 
has  been  more  freely  met  by  holders  within  the  last 
few  days,  yet  an  advance  has  been  maintained  of 
1 -2d . to 5-8d.  on  American  and  l-4d.  per  lb.  on  Brazil 
and  Surat  on  our  last,  quotations.  The  sales  amount 
to  41,440  bales,  (of  which  3,500  American,  130 
Pernam,  170  Marnaham  and  200  Surat  are  for  export, 
and  5,500  American  on  speculation),  and  coropiise 
290  Sea  Island  at  20d.  to  36d.  with  180  stained  at  9d. 
to  12d.;  8,270  Bowed  5 7-8d,  to  8 l-2d.;  7,800  Mobile, 
Alabama,  and  Tennessee  6d.  to  9d.;  14,510  Orleans 
6 1 4d.  to  10  l-2d.;  2,480  Pernambuco,  Paraiba,  &c. 

8 3-4d.  to  9 l-3d.;  1,100  Bahia  and  Maeeio  8d.  to 

9 l-2d.;  1,480  Marnham  7 7-8d,  to  9 l-2d.;  520  Pe- 
I ruvian  8 to  8 1-4;  100  Laguira  8 3-4;  840  Carthege- 


na  5 1-2  to  6 1-4;  90  common  West  India  6 3 4 to 
9;  420  Egyptain  11  to  13;  3.210  Surat  4 1-4  to  6 1-2; 
and  150  Madras  at  4 7-8  to  5 3-4  per  lb.  The  sales  to- 
day amount  to  about3,500  bags,  all  to  the  trade.  One 
Manchester  house  has  bought  to  the  extent  of  800 
bags.  The  business  consists  of  400  Pernam  at  9 to 
9 3-4;  500  Maranham  8 3-4  to  9 1-4;  300  BahiaS  12 
to  91-4;  200  Egyptian  11  to  12  1-2;  100  Surat  4 1-2 
to  5 1-4;  the  remainder  American  at  6 1-2.  to  8 3-4. 
Prices  compared  with  the  quotations  of  Friday  last, 
are  rather  in  favor  of  the  buyer.  On  Saturday  4,000 
bags  were  sold. 

Liverpool  July  31.  Cotton  market.  The  sales  on 
Thursday  last  were  5,000  bags,  Friday  5,000,  Satur- 
day 4,000,  Monday  3,500,  Tuesday  1,500,  and  to-day 
2,000.  There  has  been  a good  demand  since  last 
week,  which  holders  have  met.  willingly,  and  cotton 
is  offering  plentifully.  Prices  may  be  considered  as 
having  declined  l-8d.  to  l-4d.  per  lb.  in  American  de- 
scriptions since  Friday.  Brazil  and  other  kinds  re- 
main steady.  The  import  of  the  week  amounts  to 

16.000  bags. 

From,  the  Liverpool  Mail,  Aug.  1st.  Exports  of 
cotton  yarn  and  manufactured  goods.  The  quantity 
of  cotton  yarn  exported  in  the  first  six  months  of 
1838  W’as  53,273,467  lbs.;  and  the  quantity  in  the 
first  six  months  of  1839  Was  37,239,615  lbs.;  de- 
crease 16,033, S52  lbs.  or  about  thirty  per  cent.  De- 
crease in  the  export  to  Holland,  of  5,435,093  lbs.;  to 
Naples  and  Sicily  of  2,088,813  lbs.;  to  Russia  of 
2,432,438  lbs.;  to  India  and  China  of  2,154,100  lbs.; 
to  Trieste,  Venice  and  Austrian  ports,  924,120  lbs.; 
to  Turkey  and  the  Levant  579,730  lbs.  There  would 
seem  to  have  been  a small  increase  (115,556  lbs.)  to 
British  North  America,  and  a decrease  to  the  United 
States  of  252,759  lbs.  being  about^we-si.rtts  of  the 
whole  quantity  exported  thither.  The  stock  ofcotton 
in  Great  Britain,  on  the  28th  June  -last,  was  estimated 
at  657,889  bags,  equal  to  the  consumption  of  32  3-4 
weeks,  if  only  20,000  bags  are  consumed  weekly 
durino-  the  year.  Although  the  price  of  American 
cotton  was  nearly  2d.  per  lb.  higher  on  the  1st  of 
July  last,  than  at  the  corresponding  date  of  last  year, 
the  average  prices  of  yarn  are  now  rather  below 
those  of  that  period. 

Manchester,  Friday  July  26.  Cotton  market. — 
There  has  been  a fair  amount  of  business  doing 
throughout  the  week  both  in  goods  and  yarns,  and 
since  Tuesday  a rather  improved  demand  must  be 
noticed  for  both  articles.  The  stocks  of  power-loom 
cloth  are  getting  low,  but  of  twist  they  are  still 
thought  to  be  considerable;  in  proof  of  which,  the 
tending  is,  if  any  thing,  to  lower  rat.es.  The  very  fill  I 
prices  of  this  day  se’nnight  are  readily  made  for 
most  kinds  of  power-loom  cloth;  and  in  a case  of 
two  stocks  of  some  particular  goods 4reing  low, 
1 l-2d.  advance  must  be  noted.  The  calico  printers 
are  pretty  well  employed.  Low  sheetings  are  salea- 
ble at  6d.  advance. 

CASE  OF  BOTTOMRY. 

From,  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

A decision  has  lately  been  made  in  the  high  court 
of  admiralty  in  England— the  report  of  which  was 
brought  out  by  the  British  Queen — of  the  highest 
importance  as  respects  the  relations  of  British  ship- 
ping to  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  particularly  to 
commercial  men  in  the  United  States.  It  was  a 
question  as  to  the  validity  of  a bottomry  bond,  exe- 
cuted at  Philadelphia,  by  the  master  of  the  British 
ship  Vibelia.  The  vessel  sailed  from  England  in 
April,  1836,  for  Honduras,  where  she  took  in  maho- 
gany and  other  produce,  and  sailed  from  Belize,  in 
August,  1837.  Having  run  foul  of  another  vessel, 
she^returned  to  Belize  for  repairs,  and  recommenc- 
ed her  voyage  in  October.  Meeting  with  tempes- 
tuous weather,  from  which  the  ship  suffered  much 
damage,  the  master  was  compelled  to  make  for 
Philadelphia,  with  six  feet  water  in  the  hold.  Here, 
being  without  funds,  he  placed  himself  under  the  di- 
rection ofthe  acting  British  consul,  (Mr.  Vaughan) 
and  the  agent  for  Lloyd’s,  (Mr.  Jordan)  who  intro- 
duced him  to  an  American  merchant,  (Mr.  Stephen 
Baldwin).  The  vessel  was  surveyed  and  the  cargo 
landed;  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  repairs  was  about 

7.000  dollars;  but,  on  a subsequent  examination, 
more  extensive  repairs  were  found  necessary.  Un- 
successful attempts  having  been  made  to  raise  mo- 
ney even  on  bottomry,  successive  sales  of  the  cargo 
were  resorted  to,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 

15.000  dollars,  the  total  expense  of  the  repairs  being 
17,048  dollars.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  were  dis- 
bursed by  Baldwin,  with  the  sanction  of  the  master. 
The  whole  proceeds  of  the  cargo  being  insufficient 
to  meet  the  repairs,  Mr.  Baldwin  became  responsi- 
ble for  the  balance,  and  on  the  31st  January,  1838, 
took  a bottomry  bond  for  the  amount  advanced  by 
him,  being  3,060  dollars,  bearing  a maritime  interest 
of  15  per  cent.  From  the  opinion  of  the  court,  it  is 
to  be  gathered  that  when  Mr.  Baldwin  began  to 
make  advances,  there  was  no  distinct  evidence  of  an 
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original  understanding  or  contract  between  him  and 
the  master  that  his  final  balance  was  to  be  secured 
by  a bottomry  bond;  but  that  lie  probably  made  his 
advances,  trusting  to  the  general  lien  which  the  law 
of  this  country  gives  in  such  cases,  and  not  at  all  to 
the  personal  credit  of  the  master  or  owner,  and  sub- 
sequently took  the  bottomry  bond.  The  master,  in 
his  affidavit  in  the  cause,  deposed  that  he  executed 
the  bond  under  compulsion.  This  suggestion  was 
distinctly  repudiated  in  the  judgment  of  Dr.  Lash- 
ington,  who  pronounced  in  favor  ofthe  bond. 

This  decision  is  important  as  recognising  and  pro- 
ceeding upon  the  following  principle.  It  is  well 
known  to  legal  and  commercial  persons,  that  by  the 
law  of  England  the  party  who  repairs,  or  makes  ad- 
vances to  repair  a foreign  ship,  has  no  lien  on  the 
ship  itself,  without  an  express  agreement  to  that  ef- 
fect; whereas,  by  the  law  of  most  maritime  nations, 
and  especially  by  that  ofthe  0.  States,  such  a party 
has  a lien  on  such  a ship,  without  any  agreement. — 
In  this  case  it  was  considered,  in  the  first  place,  that, 
where  the  question  of  fact  was,  whether  the  money 
was  advanced  on  personal  credit  or  not,  the  fact  of  a 
lien  existing  by  the  law  of  the  foreign  country,  is  an 
ingredient  and  an  important  circumstance  in  ascer- 
taining the  true  nature  of  the  transaction;  that  it  is 
important  to  bear  that  law  in  mind,  because  it 
shows  a state  of  things  which  renders  bottomry  more 
probable,  furnishing  a strong  presumption  in  favor 
of  bottomry  and  against  personal  credit.  For  why 
should  a merchant,  without  some  such  consideration, 
abandon  the  lien  his  own  law  affords  him,  and  trust 
to  the  credit  of  an  owner  in  a foreign  country,  of 
whom  he  knows  nothing?  In  the  second  place,  it 
was  held,  that  it  is  competent  to  the  foreign  mer- 
chant, without  any  express  agreement  at  all  for  a 
bottomry  bond,  to  make  advances  on  the  security  of 
the  ship,  that  is,  on  the  faith  of  a lien  given  by  the 
law  of  his'own  country,  and  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
have  a bottomry  bond,  or  any  agreement  for  a bot- 
tomry bond,  till  the  ship  is  about  to  sail.  The  ques- 
tion is,  not  whether  all  the  advances  were  originally 
and'from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  with  a view  to  a 
future  bottomry  bond,  but  whether  any  part  of  the 
advances  or  the  responsibility  was  on  personal  credit. 
If  the  money  was  advanced  on  personal  credit,  or  if 
the  foreign  merchant  made  himself  responsible, 
looking  to  personal  credit  only,  in  that  case  the  law 
of  lien  will  never  entitle  him  to  convert  that  which 
was  originally  a transaction  of  personal  credit  into 
one  of  bottomry.  It  is  a totally  different  thing,  to 
convert  a transaction  from  its  primary  character  of 
personal  credit  into  bottomry,  and  to  take  a bottom- 
ry bond  where  the  money  was  at  first  advanced  on 
the  security  of  a lien,  or  right  of  Lien,  on  the  ship. 

Although  this  decision  at  once  commends  itself  in 
point  of  principle,  and  although  there  had  been  cases 
both  in  England  and  in  this  country,  nearly  ap- 
proaching to  it,  none  is  recollected,  in  which  so  full 
and  decisive  effect  has  been  given  to  the  law  of  the 
country  ofthe  foreign  lender;  and  the  recognition  of 
the  entire  situation  of  such  a foreign  lender,  by  a 
British  court,  when  it  is  directly  the  reverse  of  that 
of  a British  creditor,  is  a fresh  instance  of  the  cos- 
mopolitan character  of  maritime  jurisprudence? 

VISIT  TO  THE  SAULT  ST.  MARIE. 

This  outlet  to  a portion  only  of  the  vast  body  of 
water  of  Lake  Superior,  is  a favorite  place  of  resort 
to  those  who  would  pursue  the  exploration  of  wild 
lake  scenery,  from  the  lovely  town  of  Mackinaw, 
through  Huron’s  crystal  waters  and  green  isles. 
The  Cleaveland  (Ohio)  Herald  gives  some  beauti- 
ful descriptions  of  a late  excursion: 

The  transparency  of  the  water  among  the  thou- 
sand islands,  scattered  between  the  Huron  and  the 
Sault,  excites  the  admiration  of  every  one.  You 
look  into  the  glassy  deep,  and  the  fleckered  clouds 
are  seen  far  down  mirrored  in  all  their  beauty, 
while  the  boat  seems  to  float  midway  between  (hem, 
so  perfect  is  the  illusion.  The  place  called  Sailor’s 
Encampment,  from  the  circumstance  that  a party 
of  boatmen  from  Lake  Superior,  were  here  obliged 
to  spend  the  winter,  by  sudrlpn  frost,  is  one  of  sur- 
passing loveliness.  Rocky  isles,  all  mossy  and 
green,  with  low  shrubbery,  rises  from  the  waters 
around,  and  no  less  than  seven  channels,  like  broad 
bands  of  silver,  shoot  out  in  various  directions  from 
this  point.  The  Indians  have  a few  lodges  on  one 
of  the  most  central  islands,  and  their  light  canoes 
were  seen  darting  like  arrows  on  the  rolling  wave- 
lets the  Lexington  left  for  many  yards  in  her  wake. 
The  notes  of  our  band  echoed  from  island  to  island, 
and  gently  died  away  among  the  hills  rising  in 
majesty  on  the  horizon.  The  sky  was  clouded,  and 
a dreamy  haziness  seemed  to  settle  on  the  hill  tops, 
diffusing  a softened  coloring  of  azure,  luxurious  as 
Indian  summer,  over  wilds  and  waters.  A fairy 
land,  truly,  but  as  we  floated  through  Lake  George 
and  entered  the  mountain  defile  where  the  St. 
Mary  has  torn  a passage,  to  swell  the  volume  ofthe 


lower  lakes,  from  the  vast  fountain  of  Superior,  the 
solitary,  the  rugged,  the  magnificent  prevailed.  In 
comparative  silence  we  passed  through  this  high 
temple  of  creative  power,  until  a simphony  to  the 
eternal  anthem  of  Niagara  fell  on  the  ear,  and  the 
sparkling  waters  of  the  Sault  was  descried  in  the 
perspective,  tossing  foam -wreaths  to  heaven. 

The  Sault  is  a cascade  ot  only  27  feet,  presenting 
a living  sheet  of  foam  of  about  a mile  in  length  and 
breadth.  Vast  fragments  of  rocks,  consisting  of 
granite  and  hornblend,  lie  embedded  in  the  stream, 
which,  opposed  to  the  currents  ofthe  rapids,  scatter 
its  foam  around  the  maple,  the  pine,  the  hemlock, 
and  the  elm,  mingled  in  green  forests  upon  its 
banks.  The  canoes  of  the  Indian  engaged  in  fish- 
ing, which  are  seen  playing  around  the  foot  of  the 
fails,  and  the  distant  mountains  of  Lake  Superior, 
which  stand  like  mighty  battlements  on  the  hori- 
zon, impress  the  scenery  with  a character  of  solita- 
ry grandeur. 

A band  of  the  great  Chippewa  tribe,  scattered 
from  Montreal  along  the  boundary  waters  for  some 
three  thousand  miles  toward  the  north  west,  reside 
at  the  Sault.  During  the  warm  months  they  fol- 
low fishing  as  chief  business,  and  in  winter  take 
enough  through  the  ice  for  subsistence.  They  push 
their  bark  canoes  with  great  dexterity  into  the  tur- 
bulent flood,  and  fearlessly  scoop  out  the  silver 
white  fish  from  the  midst  of  the  cataract.  The 
canoe  is  managed  by  an  Indian  standing  erect  in 
the  bow  and  another  in  the  stern,  the  one  in  the 
bow  having  a net  fastened  to  the  end  of  a light  pole 
deposited  on  the  edge  of  the  canoe. 

Not  unfrequently  more  than  one  fish  is  brought 
up  at  a dip,  and  from  one  to  three  hundred  are 
taken  by  two  fishermen  in  a day.  These  are  sold 
fresh  to  the  packers — eighty  white  fish  of  common 
size  making  a barrel.  Some  forty  barrels  are  taken 
daily  at  the  Sault  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The 
fish  caught  now  are  only  of  medium  size — the  larg- 
est and  best  being  in  the  spring  and  fall  run. 

Most  of  the  Sault  Indians  are  members  of  the 
Baptist,  Methodist  or  Catholic  societies,  and  the 
Sabbath  was  very  generally  observed  by  them  as  a 
day  of  rest.  Not  a fishing  bark  was  seen  in  the 
rapids,  and  such  is  the  influence  of  the  reigning 
chief,  that  a violation  of  his  command  in  this  re- 
spect would  be  visited  by  a breaking  up  of  the 
canoe  ofthe  offender  by  the  whole  band.  The  rev. 
Mr.  Bingham  officiates  in  English  at  the  Baptist 
mission  school  room,  a half  breed  interpreter  follow- 
ing him  in  the  Chippewa  tongue.  Half  breeds, 
mainly  French  Canadians,  form  a large  proportion 
of  the  population  at  the  Sault,  and  the  French  and 
Indian  language  are  principally  spoken. 

We  were  fortunate  in  meeting  at  the  Sault  a large 
party  of  the  wildest  of  the  wild  men— Blackbird 
and  his  band  from  Lapoint  450  miles  across  Lake 
Superior.  They  are  a large,  stalwart  and  exceed- 
ingly muscular  race — half  naked,  painted  and  orna- 
mented with  trinkets,  claws  of  beasts,  talons  of 
birds,  feathers,  stuffed  skins  and  every  thing  hide- 
ous and  grotesque  in  nature.  They  had  never  be- 
fore seen  a steamboat,  and  with  true  Indian  stoic- 
ism, after  the  first  look  of  wonder  they  appeared 
careless  and  indifferent.  The  government  interpre- 
ter, an  intelligent  and  communicative  half  breed,  in- 
formed us  that  they  were  not  really  so,  but  that  they 
looked  upon  the  boat  as  the  work  of  the  Great  Spi- 
rit— that  every  part  exposed  to  view  was  closely 
noted — -and  that  the  wonderful  fire  ship  would  form 
the  theme  of  many  a talk  at  their  future  feats  and 
dances.  Towards  evening  they  were  invited  on 
board  the  boat  to  give  a dance.  Some  thirty  ap- 
peared, nearly  naked,  armed,  painted  and  disfigured 
as  horribly  as  imagination  can  conceive.  They 
were  preceded  by  Blackbird  and  two  or  three  In- 
dian musicians  hearing  instruments  of  parchment 
stretched  upon  a hoop, something  like  a drum  head. 
The  braves  of  Blackbird  are  famous  warriors,  being 
constantly  engaged  in  contests  with  the  Sioux  of 
the  prairies.  Their  dance  was  in  truth  the  pow- 
wow of  nature’s  wildest  and  least  tutored  children. 

Going  over  the  falls.  A single  canoe  will  carry 
down  safely  some  fifteen  or  twenty  persons.  The 
Indians  require  passengers  to  sit  quietly  on  the  bot- 
tom ofthe  caooe,  while  they  stand  erect  in  the  bow 
and  stern  so  as  to  steer  through  the  intricate  chan- 
nel. The  canoe  shoots  along  swift  as  an  arrow’, 
rising  and  plunging  in  the  mad  waters  as  if  about  to 
rush  to  certain  destruction  on  the  rocks  round 
which  the  spray  is  tossing,  but  the  calm  savages 
spring  on  their  silting  poles  as  the  rocks  are  near- 
ed, and  the  canoe  darts  by  them  in  safety.  On 
such  occasions  the  canoe  not  unfrequently  fakes  in 
a splash  of  water,  so  furiously  breaks  the  circum- 
ambient foam  thrown  up  by  the  seething  waters. 
The  dusky  watermen  set  up  a veil,  as  the  foot  of 
the  rapids  are  safely  reached,  a shout  in  which  you 
can  scarcely  refrain  from  joining,  so  wild  and  ter- 
rible is  the  “hell  of  waters,”  to  look  back  upon. 


The  Indian  canoe  is  very  light  and  buoyant,  con- 
structed of  birch  bark,  ingeniously  and  securely 
ribbed,  lined  and  strengthened  with  timber.  Man- 
ned by  ten  Indians,  the  usual  complement  of  rowers, 
they  bound  forward  at  the  rate  of  about  six  miles  an 
hour.  So  light  and  uaturally  do  the  paddles  strike 
the  water,  that  an  Indian  will  pull  for  hours  with- 
out apparent  fatigue,  the  labor  being  lightened  and 
the  speed  increased  by  the  frequent  who-ah!  who- 
ah!  who-ah!  of  the  party  corresponding  to  the 
hurrah  of  our  language.  A more  spirited  or  ro- 
mantic regretta  cannot  be  got  up,  than  a fleet  of 
canoes  thus  manned,  the  broad  blades  of  the  pad- 
dles tossing  the  sparkling  waters  in  the  sunshine, 
and  all  working  with  the  regularity  and  precision 
of  machinery.  Add  to  this  the  painted  features  and 
grostesque  ornaments  of  the  half  naked  savages, 
and  a tout  ensemble  of  the  wild  and  fanciful  is  per- 
fected. Most  ofthe  chiefs  and  sub-chiefs  possess  a 
small  flag  ofthe  United  States  which  they  proudly 
unfold  from  the  stern  of  their  canoes  on  their  aquia- 
tic  excursions. 


r SINGULAR  MOVEMENT  IN  BENGAL. 

The  world  seems  really  to  be  turned  upside  down 
now-a-days.  Old  things  are  becoming  new  with 
incredible  celerity.  Every  foreign  arrival  brings  us 
something  to  wonder  at,  till  at  length  we  have  ceased 
to  wonder  at  all.  We  have  ceased  also  both  to  be- 
lieve and  to  disbelieve.  Nothing  surprises  us,  but 
we  take  things  as  they  come,  and  wait  patiently  for 
confirmation  or  contradiction,  as  the  case  may  be; 
it  seems  quite  a matter  of  indifference  or  chance  to 
us  how  it  turns  out.  So  much  for  living  in  these 
days  of  the  world’s  renovation,  and  especially  in  this 
focus  of  all  human  or  inhuman  excitement,  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America.  The  last  great  story  which 
we  honored  with  our  usual  editorial  attention,  and 
no  more,  came  out  in  the  religious  papers  a week  or 
two  since— being  news  brought  by  a late  steamer 
[as  usual].  It  related  toastrange  revolution  said 
to  have  occured  among  the  Hindoos,  near  Alshna"-- 
hur,  one  of  the  stations  of  the  church  missionary 
society,  about  70  miles  north  of  Calcutta.  It  w’as 
stated  that  in  55  villages,  extending  for  sixty  miles 
along  the  Jenagha,  more  than  three  thousand  Hindoos 
had  thrown  away  their  idols  within  a few  months, 
and  expressed  a desire  to  be  admitted  into  the  Chris- 
tian church;  a movement  for  which  the  day  of  Perx- 
ticost  itself  w’ould  apparently  furnish  the  only  prece- 
dent we  have. 

What  is  more  strange,  however,  this  rumor  woidd 
seem  to  be  true.  The  confirmations  of  it  are  too 
strong  to  be  gainsayed  or  denied. — We  have  the  re- 
gular reports  of  the  rev.  archdeacon  Dealtsy  of  the 
church,  a personage  ofthe  highest  repute,  who  visit- 
ed the  villages  at  the  request  of  the  lord  bishop 
(Wilson)  of  Calcutta,  for  the  purpose  of  learning 
the  truth. — On  ascertaining  this,  the  bishop  himself 
entered  with  his  w’hole  soul  into  the  matter,  and 
wrote  to  London,  to  the  directors  of  the  church  mis- 
sionary society,  urging  the  sending  of  between  30 
and  40  additional  clergymen,  school  masters  and 
catechists,  into  this  field.  He  says, — “If  we  can  but 
enter  at  the  wide  and  effectual  door  in  time,  not  only 
these  3,000  or  4, 000,  but  the  whole  population  of 
the  fifty  or  sixty  villages  may  receive  the  Christian 
faith,  and  resemble  our  Christian  villages  in  the 
times  of  our  Anglo  Saxon  forefathers  in  the  (5th  and 
7th  centuries.  Such  a glorious  scene  has  never 
yet  been  presented  to  our  longing  eyes  in  Ben- 
gal!!” 

All  this,  with  a long  elaborate  letter,  full  of  de- 
tails, is  addressed  to  the  earl  of  Chichester,  presi- 
dent of  the  church  missionary  society,  and  appears 
to  have  created  in  England  a strong  sensation.  The 
bishop  appeals  very  forcibly  to  the  universities  for 
aid.  He  says  he  shall  make  a tour  of  confirmation 
in  the  autumn,  to  the  extent  of  3,000  miles,  with  the 
view  of  visiting  the  new  Christians.  Some  attempts 
are  made  to  explain  the  origin  of  this  great  move- 
ment, but  it  seems  to  us  at  this  distance,  that  they 
must  be  accounted  for  by  other  than  proximate 
causes.  Powerful  influences,  tending  to  such  results 
have  long  been  at  work  in  the  east,  especially  under 
British  sway.  Missionary  influence  is  one  of  these, 
but  only  one.  Those  who  would  have  a more  ex- 
tended view  of  them  all  must  consult  many  authori- 
ties. They  must  study  the  whole  history  of  British 
India.  Mr.  Malcom,  in  his  travels,  throws  much 
light  on  the  subject.  He  anticipates  that  Boodhism 
will  at  no  very  remote  period  be  generelly  abandon- 
ed, silently  and  slowly  overgrown,  as  it  were  by 
European  civilization  and  the  Christian  religion. 

[Boston  Transcript. 

MR.  WEBSTER’S  SPEECH. 

The  first  triennial  celebration  of  the  National 
Agricultural  Society  was  held  at  Oxford  on  the  ]Sth 
of  July.  Earl  Spencer  presided.  At  the  dinner 
nearly  3,000  persons  sat  down  to  table,  under  an 
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immense  awning.  Many  good  toasts  and  speeches 
were  elicited,  from  among  which  we  select  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Webster. 

The  chairman,  (earl  Spencer),  in  giving  the  next 
toast,  said  they  had  already  drunk  the  health  of  a 
foreign  minister  who  was  present,  but  they  had  the 
honor  and  advantage  of  having  among  them  other 
foreigners  not  employed  in  any  public  capacity, 
who  had  come  among  them  for  the  purpose  of  see- 
ing a meeting  of  English  farmers,  such  as  he  be- 
lieved never  had  been  witnessed  before,  but  which 
he  hoped  might  often  be  seen  again.  Among  these 
foreigners  was  one  gentleman  of  a most  distinguish- 
ed character  from  the  United  States  of  America, 
[cheers],  that  great  country  w'hose  people  we  were 
obliged  legally  to  call  foreigners,  but  who  were  still 
our  brethren  in  blood.  [Loud  cheers] . 

It  was  most  gratifying  to  him  that  such  a man 
had  been  present  at  that  meeting,  that  he  might 
know  what  the  farmers  of  England  really  were, 
and  be  able  to  report  to  his  fellow  citizens  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  were  united,  from  every  class, 
in  promoting  their  peaceful  and  most  important  ob- 
jects. He  gave,  “The  health  of  Mr.  Webster,  and 
other  distinguished  strangers.”  The  toast  was  re- 
ceived with  much  applause. 

Mr.  Webster  said  the  notice  which  the  noble  earl 
at  the  head  of  the  table  had  been  kind  enough  to 
take  of  him,  and  the  friendly  sentiments  which  he 
had  seen  fit  to  express  toward  the  country  to  which 
he  belonged,  demanded  his  most  cordial  acknow- 
ledgments. He  should,  therefore,  begin  by  saying 
how  gratified  he  had  been  in  having  it  in  his  power 
to  pass  one  day  among  the  proprietors,  the  cultiva- 
tors, the  farmers  of  old  England— [cheers]  — that 
England  of  which  he  had  been  reading  and  con- 
versing all  his  life,  and  now  for  once  had  the  plea- 
sure of  visiting.  [Loud  cheers]. 

He  would  say,  in  the  next  place — if  he  could 
say — how  much  he  had  been  pleased  and  gratified 
with  the  exhibition  of  one  product,  or  branch  of 
product,  of  that  agriculture  for  which  England  was 
so  justly  distinguished.  When  persons  connected 
with  some  pursuit,  of  whatever  description,  assem- 
bled in  such  numbers,  he  could  not  but  look  on 
them  with  respect  and  regard;  but  he  confessed  at 
once  that  he  was  more  than  ordinarily  moved  on  all 
3ueh  occasions,  when  he  savi  before  him  a great  as- 
semblage of  those  vi'hose  interests,  whose  hopes, 
whose  objects  and  pursuits  were  connected  on 
either  continent  with  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
[Loud  cheers] . 

Whatever  else  might  tend  to  enrich  and  beautify 
society,  (hat  which  feeds  and  clothes  comfortably 
the  great  mass  of  mankind  should  always,  he  con- 
tended, be  regarded  a3  the  great  foundation  of  na- 
tional interest.  He  need  not  say  that  the  agricul- 
ture of  England  was  instructive  to  all  the  world;  as 
a science  it  was  here  better  understood;  as  an  art  it 
was  here  better  practised;  as  a great  interest  it  was 
here  as  highly  esteemed  as  in  any  other  part  of  the 
globe.  [Cheers]. 

The  importance  of  agriculture  to  a nation  was 
obvious  to  every  man;  but  it  perhaps  did  not  strike 
every  mind  so  suddenly,  although  certainly  it  was 
equally  true,  that  the  annual  product  of  English 
agriculture  was  a great  concern  1o  the  whole  civi- 
lized world.  [Cheers.]  The  civilized  and  com- 
mercial states  were  so  connected,  their  inlerests 
were  so  blended,  that  it  was  a matter  of  notoriety, 
that  the  fear  or  the  prospect  of  a short  crop  in  Eng- 
land deranged  and  agitated  the  business  transac- 
tions and  commercial  regulations  and  speculations 
of  the  whole  world. 

It  was  natural  that  this  should  be  the  case  in  those 
nations  which  looked  to  the  occurrence  of  a short 
crop  in  England,  as  an  occasion  which  may  enable 
them  to  dispose  profitably  of  their  own  surplus  pro- 
duce; but  the  fact  went  much  farther,  for  when 
there  was  such  an  occurrence  in  the  English  capi- 
tal, the  centre  of  commercial  speculations  for  the 
whole  world,  where  the  price  of  commodities  was 
settled  and  arranged,  where  the  exchanges  between 
nations  were  conducted  and  concluded,  its  conse- 
quences were  felt  every  where,  as  none  knew  bet- 
ter than  the  noble  earl  who  occupied  the  chair. 

Should  there  be  a frost  in  England  fifteen  days 
later  than  usual,  should  there  be  an  unseasonable 
drought,  or  ten  cold  and  wet  days  instead  of  ten 
warm  and  dry  ones,  when  the  harvest  should  he 
reaped,  every  exchange  in  Europe  and  America 
felt  the  consequence  of  it.  He  would  not  pursue 
these  remarks.  [Loud  cries  of  “go  on,  go  on.”]  He 
must,  however,  say  that  he  entertained  not  the 
slightest  doubt  of  the  great  advantage  to  the  inte- 
rests of  agriculture  which  must  result  from  the  for- 
mation and  opeiation  of  this  society. 

Was  it  not  obvious  to  the  most  common  observer 
that  those  who  cultivated  the  soil  had  not  the  same 
conveniences,  opportunities  and  facilities  of  daily 


intercourse  and  comparison  of  opinions  as  the  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  interests?  (Cheers.) 
Those  who  are  associated  in  the  pursuits  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures  naturally  congregated  to- 
gether in  cities;  they  had  immediate  means  of  fre- 
quent communication.  Their  sympathies,  feelings 
and  opinions  were  instantaneously  circulated  like 
electricity  through  the  whole  body. 

But  how  was  it  with  the  cultivators  of  the  soil. 
Separated,  spread  over  a thousand  fields,  each  at- 
tentive to  his  own  acres,  they  had  only  occasional 
opportunities  of  communicating  with  each  other. 
If,  among  commercial  men,  chambers  of  commerce 
and  other  institutions  of  that  character,  if,  among 
the  trades,  guilds  were  found  expedient,  how  much 
more  necessary  and  advisable  to  have  some  such 
institutions,  which  at  least  annually  should  bring 
together  the  representatives  of  the  great  agricultu- 
ral interests?  (Cheers). 

In  many  parts  of  the  country  to  which  he  be- 
longed, there  were  societies  upon  a similar  princi- 
ple, which  had  been  found  very  advantageous. 
They  had  rewards  for  specimens  of  fine  animals; 
they  had  rewards  for  implements  of  husbandry, 
supposed  to  excel  those  which  had  been  known  be- 
fore. They  turned  their  attention  to  every  thing 
supposed  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  farmer, 
and  improve  his  stock  and  interest  in  the  country. 
Among  other  means  of  improving  agriculture,  they 
had  imported  largely  from  the  best  breeds  of  ani- 
mals known  in  England.  (Cheers). 

He  knew  that  a gentleman  who  had  lo-day  de- 
servedly obtained  many  prizes  for  stock  would  not 
be  displeased  to  learn  that  he  had  seen  along  the  rich 
pastures  of  the  Ohio  and  its  tributary  streams  ani- 
mals raised  from  those  which  had  been  furnished 
by  his  farms  in  Yorkshire  and  Northumberland. 
(Cheers.)  But,  apart  from  this  subject,  he  must 
be  allowed  to  make  a short  response  to  the  very 
kind  sentiments,  which  went  near  to  his  heart,  as 
uttered  by  the  noble  earl  at  the  head  of  the  table. 

Their  noble  chairman  was  pleased  to  speak  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  as  kindered  in  blood 
with  the  people  of  England.  (Cheers.)  “I,” 
continued  the  honorable  gentleman,  “am  an  Ame- 
rican.” (Cheers.)  I was  born  on  that  great  conti- 
nent, and  I am  wedded  to  the  fortunes  of  my  coun- 
try for  weal  or  for  woe.  (Loud  cheers.)  There 
is  no  other  region  of  the  earth  which  I can  call  my 
country.  (Cheers.)  But  I known  and  am  proud 
to  know’,  what  blood  flows  in  these  veins.  (Cheers). 

1 am  happy  to  stand  here  to-day  and  to  remem- 
ber, although  my  ancestors  for  several  generations 
lie  buried  beneath  the  soil  of  the  western  continent, 
yet  there  has  been  a time  when  my  ancestors  and 
your  ancestors  toiled  in  the  same  cities  and  villages, 
(cheers),  cultivated  adjacent  fields,  (cheers),  and 
worked  together  to  build  up  that  great  structure  of 
civil  polity  which  has  made  England  what  Eng- 
land is.  (Cheers). 

When  I was  about  to  embark,  some  friends  ask- 
ed me  what  I was  going  to  England  for.  To  be 
sure,  gentlemen,  I came  for  no  object  of  business, 
public  or  private;  but  I told  them  I was  coming  to 
see  the  elder  branch  of  the  family.  (Loud  cheers.) 
I told  them  I was  coming  to  see  my  distant  rela- 
tions— (cheers)— my  kith  and  kin  of  the  old  Saxon 
race.  (Loud  cheers). 

With  regard  to  whatsoever  is  important  to  the 
peace  of  the  world,  its  prosperity,  the  progress  of 
knowledge  and  of  just  opinions,  the  diffusion  of  the 
sacred  light  of  Christianity — (loud  cheers)— I know 
nothing  more  important  to  the  promotion  of  those 
best  interests  of  humanity  and  the  cause  of  the  ge- 
neral peace,  amity,  and  concord,  than  the  good 
feeling  subsisting  between  the  Englishmen  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  descendants  of  English- 
men on  the  other.  (Cheers). 

Some  little  clouds  have  overhung  our  horison — I 
trust  they  will  soon  pass  away.  I am  sure  that  the 
age  we  live  in  does  not  expect  that  England  and 
America  are  to  have  controversies  carried  to  the 
extreme  upon  any  occasion  not  of  the  last  import- 
ance to  national  interests  and  honor.  (Cheers). 

We  live  in  an  age  when  nations  as  well  as  indivi- 
duals are  subject  to  a moral  responsibility  (cheers). 
Neither  government  nor  people — thank  God  for  it— 
can  now  trifle  with  the  general  cause  of  the  civiliz- 
ed world,  (cheers),  and  I arn  sure  that  the  civilized 
world  would  hold  your  country  and  my  country  to 
a very  strict  account,  it,  without  very  plain  and  ap- 
parent reason,  deeply  affecting  the  independence 
and  great  interests  of  the  nation,  any  controversy 
between  them  should  have  other  than  an  amicable 
issue.  (Cheers). 

I will  venture  to  say  that  each  country  has  in- 
telligence enough  to  understand  all  that  belongs  to 
its  just  rights,  and  is  not  deficient  in  means  to 
maintain  them,  (cheers),  and  if  any  controversy 
between  England  and  America  were  to  be  pushed 


to  the  extreme  of  force,  neither  parly  would  or 
could  have  any  signal  advantage  over  the  other, 
except  what  it  could  find  in  the  justness  of  its 
cause  and  the  approbation  of  the  world,  (Loud 
cheers). 

With  respect  to  the  occasion  which  has  called  us 
together,  I beg  to  repeat  the  gratification  which  I 
have  felt  in  passing  a day  among  such  a company, 
and  conclude  with  the  most  fervent  expression  of 
my  wish  for  the  prosperity  and  usefulness  of  the 
Agricultural  Society  of  England.  (Loud  cheers), 

ANTI- SLAVERY. 

LETTER  FROM  ROGER  SHERMAN. 

Fairfield,  June  26,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  1 received  your  letter  of  the  20th 
instant,  inviting  me  to  attend  the  national  anti- 
slavery convention  to  be  held  at  Albany,  and  re- 
questing my  views  on  the  subject,  if  I should  ba 
unable  to  attend. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  an  object  so  dear 
to  humanity,  and  so  important  to  our  national 
honor,  as  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  U.  States, 
is  not  pursued  in  a manner  more  conducive  to  its 
accomplishment  than  has  hitherto  been  adopted  by 
the  anti-slavery  society.  I have  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  benevolence  or  integrity  of  its  members; 
but  the  maxims  of  wisdom  may  be  violated  by 
rashness  of  virtuous  zeal,  as  really  as  by  the  way- 
wardness of  a corrupted  mind — however  differently 
they  may  be  viewed  by  the  casuist — and  suffer- 
ings, unintentionally  inflicted  or  prolonged  by  the 
errors  of  a friend,  may  be  as  intense  as  if  caused 
by  the  malice  of  an  enemy.  That  emancipation 
can  never  be  effected  in  the  slave  states  but  by 
voluntary  enactments  of  their  own  legislatures,  or 
by  successful  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  slaves, 
is  often  admitted  in  your  publications,  and  the  latter 
course  you  must  justly  decry.  Thus  the  declara- 
tion of  the  anti-slavery  society,  convened  at  Phi- 
ladelphia in  December,  1833,  in  contrasting  the 
revolutionary  struggle  of  our  fathers,  for  national 
liberty,  with  that  which  your  society  are  making 
in  behalf  of  the  slave,  expressly  says  that  “their 
principles  led  them  to  wage  war  against  their  op- 
pressors, and  to  spill  human  blood  like  water,  in  or- 
der to  be  free.  Ours  forbid  the  doing  of  evil  that 
good  may  come,  and  lead  us  to  reject,  and  to  entreat 
the  oppressed  to  reject,  the  use  of  all  carnal  wea- 
pons for  deliverance  from  bondage.” 

The  same  declaration,  in  regard  to  the  power  of 
the  several  states,  has  this  language:  “We  fully  and 
unanimously  recognize  the  sovereignty  of  each 
state  to  legislate  exclusively  on  the  subject  of  the 
slavery  which  is  tolerated  within  its  limits.”  Both 
these  just  opinions  are  still  more  forcibly  announc- 
ed in  your  “ Address  to  the  Public,”  of  the  3d  of 
September,  1835.  Now  it  is  well  known  that  sla- 
very exists  only  by  force  of  municipal  law;  and  can 
never  be  abolished,  by  those  which  you  allow  to 
be  the  only  admissible  means  of  its  abolition,  until 
those  who  enact  the  laws  shall  voluntarily  restore 
to  the  oppressed  negro  the  liberty  to  which  all  men 
are  entitled.  How  is  this  to  be  accomplished?  By 
what  means  can  slave  owners  be  induced  to  con- 
sent to  the  manumission  of  their  slaves?  Until  that 
consent  is  obtained,  the  slave,  as  you  admit,  will  be 
held  in  bondage.  Can  you  discern  that  any  pro- 
gress has  been  made  toward  this  most  desirable  re- 
sult by  the  means  which  you  have  hitherto  adopt- 
ed? Do  the  people  of  the  southern  states  manifest 
a disposition  to  yield  the  point,  or  begin  to  listen  to 
your  persuasions,  as  if  their  minds  were  approxi- 
mating toward  conviction?  On  the  contrary,  since 
the  institution  of  the  anti-slavery  society,  have  they 
not  more  closely  rivited  the  chains  of  the  unhappy 
African?  Are  not  the  privileges  of  the  slaves  for 
acquiring  instruction,  and  attaining  intellectual  and 
moral  elevation,  much  abridged  within  the  last  few 
years?  Not  long  since,  the  question  of  gradual 
emancipation  was  gravely  debated  in  the  legislatures 
of  some  of  the  principal  southern  states. 

The  philanthropist  began  to  rejoice  ir,  the  antici- 
pation of  measures  similar  to  those  which  have  re- 
stored liberty  to  the  colored  population  of  the  north . 
But  recently,  even  among  the  people  of  the  free 
states,  a spirit  has  existed,  from  some  cause,  against 
the  course  adopted  by  the  anti-slavery  society, 
which  has  manifested  keener  bitterness,  and  exhi- 
bited more  open  violence,  than  was  ever  excited  in 
this  country,  against  any  efforts  for  moral  reforma- 
tion. What  is  the  feature  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
friends  of  emancipation  which  has  caused  this  un- 
precedented excitement  in  the  free  states,  and  laid 
in  slumber,  or  excited  into  violent  reaction,  the  in- 
cipient sentiments  of  liberty  which  were  felt  at  the 
south?  Our  northern  people  have  ever,  with  few, 
if  any  exceptions,  disapproved  of  slavery.  They 
havenointerestinitscontinuan.ee.  It  is  wholly 
abhorent  to  the  principles  which  they  have  been 
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taught  to  cherish.  In  the  days  of  our  fathers,  when 
it  was  abolished  at  the  north,  every  class  of  the 
community,  except,  perhaps,  a few  of  the  slave- 
holders, favored  its  abolition.  At  the  south,  many 
of  the  most  distinguished  men  concurred  in  our 
sentiments,  and  addresses  of  unrivalled  eloquence 
were  made  in  favor  of  emancipation,  in  the  midst 
of  powerful  slaveholders.  Witness  that  of  the  ce- 
lebrated Pinkney,  in  Maryland,  more  than  half  a 
century  ago.  Why  is  it  that  the  late  exertions  in 
this  holy  cause  have  met,  both  at  the  north  and 
south,  the  most  determined,  and  often  the  most  law- 
less resistance?  And  why  has  open  violence  been 
unjustifiably  winked  at  and  tolerated  by  a great 
mass  of  our  respectable  citizens,  and  even  by  the 
officers  of  the  law?  Either  the  people  of  the  whole 
nation  have  undergone  a change  of  sentiment  and 
character,  in  regard  to  the  great  evil  of  slavery,  or 
the  manner  of  operations  has  been  most  unhappily 
erroneous.  As  the  change  of  public  feeling  occur- 
ed  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  publications 
and  other  proceedings  of  those  who  originated  the 
organized  anti-slavery  associations,  I think  that 
change  has  resulted  from  those  proceedings.  The 
peculiar  feature,  which,  as  I apprehend,  has  caused 
them  to  defeat  their  own  object,  is  the  extreme  and 
intemperate  zeal  by  which  they  are  distinguished. 
Not  only  the  slaveholders,  but  the  ministers  of  re- 
ligion, and  all  others  who  do  not  partake  of  this  cha- 
racteristic peculiarity,  are  proscribed,  and  spoken 
of  in  language  of  reproach. 

Could  it  be  supposed  that  a people  so  high  spirit- 
ed as  the  slaveholders  of  the  south  could  be  cowed 
into  compliance  by  bitter  reproaches?  Had  the  rev. 
doctor  Edwards,  and  others  who  publicly  espoused 
the  measures  of  emancipation  adopted  in  Connec- 
ticut soon  after  the  revolutionary  war,  called  slave- 
holders man-stealers,  in  staring  capitals,  as  is 
done  in  the  declaration  of  the  convention  at  Phila- 
delphia, to  which  1 have  before  alluded,  would  it 
not  have  excited,  in  the  northern  Yankee,  more  of 
resentment  than  conviction,  and  less  of  compliance 
than  opposition?  The  southern  people  have  felt, 
and,  to  a great  degree,  justly,  that  the  abolitionists 
of  the  north  were  addressing  their  fears,  and  not 
merely  their  understanding  or  consciences.  They 
have  been  addressed  in  terms  of  approbious  elimi- 
nation, rarely  softened  by  the  language  of  respect. 
This  has  made  them  inaccessible;  has  wrought  up  a 
temper  which  resists  conviction  or  favorable  influ- 
ence, and  has,  I fear,  put  off  emancipation  for  at 
least  half  a century  beyond  the  period  when  it  might 
have  been  effected;  and  excluded  from  the  slaves 
those  moral  and  religious  influences  which  were 
conducive  to  their  present  and  future  good.  This 
manner  of  addressing  the  public  on  Ihese  subjects 
can  never  result  in  the  good  which  is  honestly  in- 
tended, but  must  continue  to  render  less  and  less 
hopeful,  the  great  objects  of  your  sincere  endeavors. 
Could  a missionary,  thu3  addressing  civilized  hea- 
thens, hope  for  a favorable  audience? 

If  the  whole  north  are  united  in  the  course  in 
which  the  abolitionists  are  now  pursuing,  it  would 
have  no  tendency  to  overcome  the  opposition  of 
the  south.  It  might  dissolve  our  national  union — 
which  you  profess,  and  I trust,  with  sincerity,  to 
appreciate  according  to  its  inestimable  worth — but 
would  only  aggravate  the  aversion  of  the  south  to  a 
measure  which  they  will  never  adopt  from  coer- 
cion, unless  by  a servile  insurrection,  which  your 
society  so  pointedly  depreciate.  I think,  too,  that 
the  American  anti-slavery  society  is  not  only  ag- 
gravating the  condition  of  the  slave,  and  converting 
His  hopes  into  dark  despair;  but  the  free  negroes 
are  suffering  under  the  prejudice  and  party  spirit 
which  its  intemperance  has  engendered.  Party 
spirit  entrenches  the  soul,  and  fortifies  both  head 
and  heart,  against  reason  and  moral  influence. 
That  society  is  also  endangering  the  peace  and 
union  of  the  churches  in  the  United  States,  by  mak- 
ing a participation  in  their  excesses,  practically,  if 
not  in  form,  a term  of  communion.  Indeed  their 
seems  to  be  no  interest  of  primary  importance  in 
our  country,  political  or  religious,  which  is  not  put 
in  jeopardy  by  the  honest  men  who  are  embarked 
in  this  benevolent,  but  unwise  and  disastrous  en- 
terprise, as  it  is  now  conducted.  I respect  their 
motives  while  I deplore  their  errors.  Humanity, 
patriotism  and  piety  long  to  see  their  ultimate  end 
accomplished,  but  weep  ever  the  desolation  which 
marks  their  course. 

Your  society,  gentlempn,  embraces  many  whose 
names  I venerate,  and  not  a few  of  my  personal  and 
highly  respected  friends.  As  you  requested  my 
sentiments,  I could  do  no  less  than  give  them  with 
plainness  and  sincerity.  I trust,  although  l cannot 
hope  foryourconcurrence,  thatyou  will  do  the  same 
justice  to  my  motives  which  I have  done  to  yours. 
If  my  views  of  the  subject  are  correct,  the  conven- 
tion at  Albany  can  do  no  good  to  the  slaves  or  to 
the  country,  unless  they  advise  to  an  abandonment 


of  the  errors  which  have  hitherto  characterized  the 
anti-slavery  society.  I am,  gentlemen,  with  great 
respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROGER  M.  SHERMAN. 
Rev.  Joshua  Leavitt  and  H.  B.  Stanton. 


LETTER  FROM  LEIGH 

ON  THE  SUB-TREASURY  SCHEME. 

From  the  Richmond  Whig  of  Aug.  20. 

VIEWS  OF  A SOUND  AND  ENLIGUTENED  REPUBT.ICAN. 

The  subjoined  letter  of  Mr.  Leigh  will  attract 
public  attention.  It  is  one  of  the  best  productions 
we  have  seen  from  the  pen  of  that  great  and  zealous 
advocate  of  constitutional  freedom.  It  gives  utter- 
ance to  sentiments  in  relation  to  the  money  power, 
which  must  command  the  hearty  approval  of  every 
man  who  is  a republican  in  principle — who  is  in 
favor  of  a divorce  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  and 
opposed  to  an  absolute  executive. 

The  views  of  Mr.  L.  on  this  great  and  vital  sub- 
ject, are  those  which  were  entertained  by  the  cham- 
pions of  English  freedom — by  the  Hampdens,  Syd- 
neys and  Russeils — which  were  adopted  by  the 
framers  of  our  institutions — for  which  Washington 
and  his  immortal  compatriots  fought  and  triumphed; 
and  they  are  the  views'  which,  when  a majority  of 
the  people  of  this  country  shall  cease  to  entertain 
and  enforce  in  the  administration  of  the  government, 
that  government  will  cease  to  be  a blessing.  But 
Mr.  L.  expresses  his  sentiments  with  such  cogency 
and  eloquence,  that  their  force  will  be  but  weaken- 
ed by  any  comments  from  us. 

Mr.  Leigh’s  opinion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  sub-trea- 
sury scheme. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  written  by 
Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  esq.  to  a gentleman  in 
Mecklenburg,  dated  the  29th  October,  183S,  to  the 
publication  of  which,  Mr.  Leigh,  at  the  request  of 
the  gentlemen  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  has  given 
his  consent. 

In  transmitting  this  extract  for  publication,  our 
correspondent  says: 

“In  favor  of  the  sub-treasury  myself, — at  least  of 
the  great-principle  of  “divorce,” — I frequently,  in 
arguing  that  question  with  my  friends  previous  to 
the  reception  of  Mr.  Leigh’s  letter,  (when  appeal- 
ing to  the  authority  of  distinguised  names)  men- 
tioned him  as  a friend  to  the  sub-treasury  scheme 
also,  from  my  recollection  of  his  speech  at  Peters- 
burg, and  a letter  addressed  by  him  some  short  time 
before  to  Mr.  Pleasants  and  other  gentlemen  of 
Richmond.  Being  convinced  by  his  letter  that  I 
had  done  him  injustice  in  this  respect,  and  that  his 
opinions  on  this  subject  (as  far  as  my  information 
extended)  were  very  generally  misunderstood,  I 
conceived  it  to  be  but  an  act  of  justice  to  himself 
and  his  many  friends  that  his  real  opinions  should 
be  known.” 

“I  can  hardly  explain  my  opinions  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  sub-treasury,  in  the  compass  of  a letter. 
The  sub-treasury  system  I spoke  of  in  my  speech  at 
Petersburg,  was  an  organization  of  treasuries  and 
treasurers  at  various  points  in  the  union,  all  connect- 
ed with  the  general  treasury  at  Washington,  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  treasurer  there,  and  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  while  all  the  treasurers 
general  and  subordinate,  and  the  secretary  of  the  de- 
partment, should  be  held  directly  responsible  to  con- 
gress— that  is,  accountable,  each  and  every  one, when 
called  upon,  to  account  directly  to  congress,  and  not 
indirectly  through  the  president.  It  was  an  essential 
principle  of  such  a system,  that  the  public  treasure 
should  be  in  the  custody  of  congress,  regulated  en- 
tirely by  law,  and  that  the  president  should  have  no 
share,  as  constitutionally  he  was  entitled  to  no 
share  in  the  custody,  any  more  than  in  the  disposi 
tion  of  it,  save  what  was  entrusted  to  him  by  law. 
Now  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  sub-treasury  system  is  based 
upon  the  assumption  that  the  custody  ot  the  public 
treasure  belongs,  by  the  constitution,  to  the  executive, 
because,  forsooth,  the  executive  has  the  appoint 
ment  and  removal  of  all  officers  appointed  for  the 
custody  and  administration  of  the  treasure,  and  the 
sub-treasury  bill  seemed  only  intended  to  recognize 
by  law  the  president’s  constitutional  right  of  custody 
of  the  public  money,  and  to  regulate  the  details  of 
the  system  so  as  to  endue  the  executive  right  of 
custody  with  the  utmost  possible  degree  of  execu- 
tive influence;  and  the  bill,  moreover,  pointed  out  its 
obvious  consequences  to  that  same  executive 
bank,  which  general  Jackson  was  willing  to  fur- 
nish congress  a scheme  of,  if  he  had  been  consult- 
ed, and  which  if  the  sub-treasury  bill  should  ever 
become  a law,  will,  in  a very  few  years  I am  con- 
fident, be  openly  proposed  and  adopted.  I shall 
never  acknowledge,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
or  by  any  mariner  of  indirection  or  implication 
that  the  president  has,  by  the  constitution,  any  right 
whatever  to  any  sort  of  custody  of  the  public  trea- 
sure,-or  any  duty  or  power  inj  respect  to  it,  save 
what  may  be  given  to  or  imposed  on  hitn  by  law, 


and  modified  or  taken  away  from  him  by  law. 
Sooner,  much  sooner,  than  admit  this  new,  and  till 
general  Jackson’s  time,  unheard  of,  claim  to  a con- 
stitutional right  in  the  president,  which  the  law 
cannot  deprive  him  o(,  to  the  custody  of  all  public 
money,  I will  vote  for  an  hereditary  monarchy;  for 
tile  claim,  if  admitted  and  acted  on,  must  lead  to 
monarchy,  and  to  the  worst  of  monarchies,  by  the 
worst,  though  by  far  the  easiest  of  all  conceivable 
roads;  by  the  road  of  general  corruption,  worked  by 
executive  influence  on  the  money  concerns  of  the 
nation,  exercised  for  executive  purposes.  It  is  in 
vain  to  talk  of  hard  money  currency,  (since,  it  is 
morally  impossible  to  accomplish  the  object)  so  long 
as  the  states  have,  and  exercise  the  power  of  creat- 
ing banks,  and  that  without  the  least  stint  or  mo- 
deration. It  is  a moral  law  which  can  no  more  be 
controlled  than  any  physical  law  of  nature,  that  if 
there  be  two  currencies  in  any  country,  that  which 
is  cheapest  and  least  valuable  will  scon  exclude 
that  which  is  dearest  and  most-valuable.  So  far  as 
I am  informed,  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Benton  are 
the  only  prominent  statesmen  in  the  public  councils 
who  go  for  the  hard  money  currency,  and  they  dif- 
fer in  this,  that  the  former  is  for  a hard  money  cur- 
rency only  in  the  money  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  latter  is  for  it  in  all  the  transactions  of  the 
community. 

The  great  body  of  the  administration  party  stop 
far  short  of  them  both — and  hence  it  was  that  they 
castrated  the  sub-treasury  bill  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s  hard 
money  clause.  The  party  opposed  to  the  adminis- 
tration seem  destined  to  be  forever  weakened  by  di- 
visions among  themselves,  that  proceeds  from  their 
giving  infinitely  greater  importance  to  the  few  ques- 
tions on  which  they  differ,  than  to  those  on  which 
they  agree.  The  ministerial  party  have  never  any  in- 
surmountable disagreements— they  unite  in  the  same 
general  purpose,  and  disregard  all  other  objects,  or 
differences  of  opinion;  and  that  general  purpose  is 
the  security  of  political  power  in  their  own  hands, 
and  with  it  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office.  Of 
this  the  sub-treasury  system  has  afforded  a singular 
exemplification.  When  I mentioned  that  system 
in  my  speech  at  Petersburg,  it  was  reprobated  by 
the  whole  ministerial  party,  and  panicularly  by  their 
chief  organ  the  Globe,  as  a system  which  would 
give  an  uncontrollable  monarchial  influence  to  the 
excutive,  and  upon  the  principle  they  assumed,  and 
still  assume,  and  which  seems  now  hardly  to  be 
contested;  but  which  I then  denied  and  still  strenu- 
ously deny.  They  were  right:  the  principles,  name- 
ly, that  the  president  has  a constitutional  right,  impre- 
scriptible by  laiv,  to  the  custody  of  the  public  money. 

But  now,  the  ministerial  party,  still  holding  the 
same  principles  as  to  the  inherent  constitutional 
power  of  the  executive,  and  designing  to  act  on  that 
principle,  are  strenuously  upholding  the  president  in 
his  sub-treasury  scheme;  and  even  those  who  are 
opposed  to  that  particular  scheme,  (witness  Mr. 
Ritchie  and  that  whole  clique),  are  still  the  friends 
of  the  administration  and  the  devoted  partizans  of 
the  president.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Calhoun,  if 
1 rightly  understand  him,  maintains  in  effect,  that 
the  sub-treasury  is  the  question — -the great  question — 
the  only  question  of  any  moment — the  question  that 
absorbs  all  others,  and  that  by  which  every  man’s 
claims  to  public  confidence  ought  to  be  tested;  and 
if  he  does  not  (and  I believe  he  does  not)  profess  to 
give  his  positive  support  to  the  administration,  and 
Ins  positive  approbation  and  co-operation  to  the  re- 
election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  he  discountenances  all 
opposition,  and  damns  without  reserve  any  and  every 
competitor  that  has  been  named,  or  has  any  chance 
of  being  nominated  by  the  opposition.  The  differ- 
ence between  not  giving  a zealous  positive  support 
to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  maintaining  a zealous  posi- 
tive opposition  to  all  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  opponents  or 
competitors,  is  not  worth  counting.  Joining  Mr. 
Van  Buren  on  this  single  question,  he  abandons  the 
party  of  the  opposition  on  every  other,  especially  on 
the  question  of  the  succession.  And  the  public 
journals  friendly  to  Mr.  Calhoun  (those  of  them  that 
I have  seen)  are  pouring  such  torrents  of  abuse  on 
the  whole  opposition  parly,  as  are  not  surpassed  by 
the  columns  of  the  Globe  or  Enquirer.  Now,  I can 
readily  understand  how  any  man  should  like  the 
sub-treasury  with  all  the  faults  of  the  assumed  prin- 
ciple on  which  it  is  now  rested,  and  all  the  vices  of 
its  details — that  is,  prefer  it  to  the  unhappy  slate 
bank  deposite  system,  which  has  failed  so  deplora- 
bly— and  nevertheless,  be  as  heartily  opposed  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  re  election  as  ever.  But  if  this  be 
the  ground  Mr.  Calhoun  means  to  take,  1 do  not 
understand  him,  and  he  is  very  generally  misunder- 
stood. With  the  opinion  I entertain  of  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, and  my  personal  feelings  towards  him,  I grieve 
to  think  that  I must  consider  him  as  a supporter  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  re-election.  The  next  election  to 
the  presidency  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  great  question 
that  absorbs  all  others. 
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If  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  party  cannot  be  turned 
out  of  power— if  the  doctrine  on  which  that  parly 
acts — if  the  principle  by  which  it  is  cemented — that 
“the  spoils  belong  to  the  victors” — shall  be  approved 
and  established — if  the  principle  of  the  exercise  of 
executive  patronage  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating 
power  in  the  hands  that  hold  it,  3hall  still  be  avowed 
(as  now  it  is),  practised  and  tolerated— if  it  shall 
not  be  signally  rebuked  and  condemned — then  will 
this  government  be  no  longer  a blessing,  but  a curse. 
I am  for  Mr.  Clay — for  him  with  all  my  heart.  If  I 
differed  with  him  on  more  and  more  important  points 
than  1 do,  (and  I differ  from  him  on  many  ),  I should 
still  most  zealously  support  him  against  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  My  opinion,  or  rather  my  knowledge  of 
his  temper  and  feelings,  leads  me  to  prefer  him  at 
this  particular  conjuncture  of  affairs,  more  than  I 
should  in  almost  any  other  state  of  things  that  I can 
conceive.  If  he  shall  be  placed  in  power,  he  will 
not  only  forgive,  but  he  will  forget  his  enemies.  He 
possesses  the  virtue  of  generosity  (I  use  the  word 
in  its  largest  sense)  in  a higher  degree  than  any 
other  man  I know.  But  I will  vote  for  any  respect- 
able man  whom  the  opposition  shall  concur  in  no- 
minating. 

I shall  sacrifice  all  minor  considerations  and  pre- 
ferences to  the  great  object.  I had  not  the  least  de- 
sign, when  I took  pen  in  hand,  to  write  any  such 
long  letter;  but  it  shall  go  without  revision  or  altera- 
tion. 

I remain,  with  all  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 
B.  W.  LEIGH.” 


MR.  WALKER’S  LETTER. 

Natchez,  June  24,  1829. 

Gentlemen:  Your  communication  of  the  25th 
ultimo,  has  been  received,  declaring  that  the  deter- 
mination announced  in  my  late  letter  to  retire  from 
public  life  at  the  end  of  my  present  term,  is  calcu- 
lated to  produce  division  and  probably  defeat  in  the 
ranks  of  the  democracy  of  Mississippi.  Having 
been  apprised  of  the  great  improvement  in  my 
health  since  the  date  of  my  late  letter,  you  ask  me, 
in  consonance  with  the  wishes  avowed  by  the  de- 
mocratic press  and  party  of  this  slate,  to  review 
my  determination,  as  heretofore  expressed,  and  re- 
quest me  to  become  a candidate  for  re-election  to 
the  senate  of  the  United  States.  From  your  state- 
ments, and  other  concurring  testimony,  my  mind  is 
brought  reluctantly  to  the  conclusion,  that,  from  no 
merits  of  mine,  but  from  peculiar  circumstances 
existing  at  this  period,  my  refusal  to  become  a can- 
didate tor  re-election,  might  result,  as  you  antici- 
pated, in  a division  in  relation  to  the  question  of 
my  successor,  injurious  to  the  prospects  ot  the  de- 
mocratic party  in  this  state.  To  the  democracy  of 
Mississippi  I am  under  obligations  beyond  the  pow- 
er of  lauguage  to  express.  By  them  I have  been 
elevated  to  my  present  station,  and  by  the  cheering 
voice  of  their  approval,  sustained  amidst  panics  and 
pressures,  in  every  vote  throughout  my  entire  course, 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  For  such  a 
party,  there  is  no  honorable  sacrifice  which  I am 
unwilling  to  make.  Actuated  then  by  these  mo- 
tives, I yield,  at  your  request,  my  own  wishes  and 
determination,  as  heretofore  expressed,  and  consent 
to  become  a candidate  for  re-election.  My  health, 
it  is  true,  has  continued  greatly  to  improve  since 
the  date  of  my  former  communication,  and  my  me- 
dical advisers  now  indulge  strong  and  well-founded 
hopes  of  a complete  restoration.  Whether  these 
hopes  may  be  darkened  by  again  consenting  to  em- 
bark in  public  life,  I leave  in  the  hands  of  a benignant 
Providence,  conscious  that  there  is  no  cause  in 
which  I could  fall  with  greater  honor,  than  in  en- 
deavoring to  promote  the  ascendancy  ot  that  great 
and  glorious  party,  which  since  manhood  has  re- 
ceived my  first  and  every  vote,  and  whose  princi- 
ples are  inseparably  united  with  the  perpetuity  of 
our  free  institutions. 

The  present  period,  as  you  justly  observe,  is  one 
of  great  and  momentous  interest,  and  the  question 
truly  is,  whether  this  shall  be  a government  of  the 
banks  or  of  the  people.  If  the  bill  to  organize  an 
independent  constitutional  treasury  is  again  and 
permanently  defeated,  if  the  alliance  between  bank 
and  state  is  re-established,  it  banks,  state  or  na- 
tional, are  again  created  the  only  keepers  and  dis- 
bursers  of  the  public  money,  and  all  the  operations 
of  the  general  government  are  made  to  depend 
upon  their  will,  we  shall  already  have  sunk  into 
despotism.  A government  of  one  bank  or  of  a 
thousand  banks  is  not  a government  ot  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  effort  now  made  to  maintain  the  posi- 
tion, that  the  officers  of  the  banking  institutions, 
neither  selected  or  removable  by  nor  responsible 
to  the  people,  are  the  only  individuals  to  whom 
can  safely  be  entrusted  the  guardianship  of  the 
public  money,  is  an  insolvent  and  aristocratic  de- 
mand, a false,  arrogant,  and  despotic  pretention, 
which  denies  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  peo- 


ple, which  denies  the  capacity  of  the  people  to  se- 
lect faithful  and  competent  officers  to  administer 
the  public  revenues,  and  claims  for  the  banks,  to- 
gether with  their  other  exclusive  privileges,  a mo- 
nopoly of  all  the  virtue  and  intelligence,  as  well 
as  of  all  the  money  and  power  of  the  country.  If 
the  banks  should  be  entrusted  with  the  sole  pow- 
er of  appointing  their  officers,  the  keepers  and 
disbursers  of  the  public  moneys,  why  not  permit 
them  also  to  select  all  the  officers  of  the  general 
government,  including  the  secretary  of  the  treasury? 
Why  not  permit  them,  upon  the  same  principles, 
to  dispense  altogether  with  a president  ot  the  peo- 
ple and  a senate  and  house  of  representatives,  and 
through  the  medium  of  a self-constituted,  a self- 
renewable and  irresponsible  bank  directory,  to  di- 
rect and  control,  in  secret  conclave,  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  government.  And  under  what  cir- 
cumstances is  this  extraordinary  demand  by  the 
banks  now  made  for  the  use  and  custody  of  the 
public  money?  It  is  made  at  a period  when  the 
government  was  reduced  to  bankruptcy  by  the  in- 
solvency of  the  banks,  and  when  they  failed,  in 
the  possession  of  more  than  twenty  millions  of  the 
public  money,  which  they  unjustly  withheld  from 
the  creditors  of  the  nation,  a large  portion  of  which 
has  never  yet  been  refunded.  If,  under  circum- 
stances so  disgraceful  to  themselves,  so  ruinous  to 
the  country,  the  banks  have  demanded  the  use  and 
custody  of  all  the  public  money,  and  the  disburse- 
ment of  all  the  revenue  of  the  nation  in  their  de- 
preciated paper,  what  will  they  not  demand,  if  re- 
organized under  the  direction  and  control  of  a great 
northern  central  bank  of  fifty  millions?  And  what 
will  it  avail  us  to  strike  down  the  flag  of  state  so- 
vereignty, and  to  capitulate  disgracefully  to  one  pa- 
per master  instead  of  a thousand?  In  both  cases, 
the  army  of  incorporated  banks  to  which  we  would 
be  asked  to  surrender,  W'ould  be  the  same,  but  in 
the  last  contengency,  this  army  clothed  in  the  pano- 
ply of  exclusive  privileges  and  of  a moneyed  ca- 
pital of  tour  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  would  be 
infinitely  more  dangerous  and  irresistible,  headed 
and  organized,  controlled  and  directed  as  it  would 
be,  by  a great  central  bank  with  a capital  of  fifty 
millions. — Such  would  be  the  control  of  such  a bank, 
even  with  less  capital  and  power,  as  declared  offi- 
cially by  its  late  most  able  and  distinguished  presi- 
dent, [Mr.  Biddle],  that  the  state  banks  would  only 
exist  by  its  forbearance.  By  whose  forbearance 
then  would  they  be  engulphed  and  consolidated  in 
the  vertex  of  this  great  and  all-attracting  centri- 
petal power?  This  bank  would  not  only  control, 
as  is  claimed  by  its  partisans,  all  the  vast  incorpo- 
rated moneyed  power  and  capital  of  the  country,  it 
would  not  only  control  and  direct  the  custody,  use 
and  disbursement  of  all  public,  moneys,  but  the 
very  existence  of  the  general  government  would 
be  dependent  upon  its  will.  At  one  blow,  it  could 
crush  for  a time  the  government  of  the  union,  or 
reduce  it  by  a disgraceful  capitulation,  to  the  most 
abject  subserviency  to  the  government  of  the 
banks.  Nor  is  it  the  general  government  only  and 
the  banks  of  the  state  that  would  be  controlled  by 
such  an  institution.  Not  all  the  money  and  pro- 
perty, all  the  pursuits  and  industry  of  the  people 
would  be  subject  to  the  undisputed  control  of  this 
gigantic  pow'er.  The  value  of  all  the  property  of 
every  citizen,  and  the  profits  of  his  business  and 
labor,  the  price  of  the  very  garments  that  were 
worn,  and  the  bread  that  was  consumed  in  every 
mansion,  would  be  changed  and  regulated  at  plea- 
sure by  such  an  institution.  Possessed  of  the  sole 
power  and  prerogative  of  manufacturing  at  plea- 
sure a national  currency,  clothed  with  the  sovereign 
attribute  of  manking  the  only  paper  money  receiva- 
ble for  public  dues,  controlling  and  regulating  all 
the  state  banks  and  all  the  vast  incorporated  mo- 
neyed capital  of  the  country,  and  with  the  custody, 
use  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys,  who 
does  not  know  that  by  large  emissions  and  bound- 
less loans  of  its  paper  at  one  time,  and  as  sudden 
contractions  and  curtailments  at  another,  it  could 
hold  a suffering  people  as  completely  within  its 
grasp  as  is  the  expiring  victim  writhing  in  hi3  ago- 
nies within  the  merciless  crushing  embrace  of  a 
Boa  Constrictor.  If  a particular  section  of  the  union, 
or  branch  of  industry  became  obnoxious  to  this 
mighty  power,  it  coulil  embarrass  or  crush  them  at 
its  pleasure.  And  who  would  control  this  gigantic 
corporation?  Not  the  people  or  their  representa- 
tives— for  it  is  a bank  created  to  endure  for  a gene- 
ration; placed  above  and  beyond  the  people  by  an 
irrevocable  charter:  choosing  annually  its  own  of- 
ficers by  the  votes  only  of  its  own  stockholders;  far 
removed  from  any  control  but  that  of  its  own  sove- 
reign and  despotic  will  and  power.  And  not  only 
should  we  ask  by  whom  is  this  great  corporation  to 
be  controlled,  but  where  is  it  to  be  located?  Is  it 
in  the  south  or  southwest? — Is  it  at  St.  Louis  or 
Louisville — at  Nashville  or  Natchez — at  New  Or- 


leans or  Mobile — at  Charleston  or  Richmond,  that 
it  is  proposed  to  locate  this  great  institution?  No! 
but  in  the  midst  of  the  brokers  and  speculators,  the 
bankers  and  stockjobbers  of  Wall  street,  New  York; 
and  not  a vote  north  of  Maryland  can  be  ob- 
tained for  any  southern  or  south  western  loca- 
tion. And  why  is  this!  It  is  a struggle  for  a mo- 
neyed as  well  as  political  power — a struggle  to  fix 
and  change  at  pleasure  the  value  of  all  our  proper- 
ty and  labor,  and  of  their  products; — to  regulate 
and  control  the  banks  and  commerce  of  the  whole 
country;  and  by  the  substitution  of  bales  of  nation- 
al bank  paper,  in  place  of  cotton  bales — and  by  the 
creation  thus  of  exchangeable  values  throughout 
the  union,  in  place  of  our  exports,  to  divert  our 
trade  from  its  natural  channels,  and  consolidate  the 
whole  at  the  point  where  the  great  northern  mono- 
poly shall  reign  in  its  marble  palace,  supreme  and 
triumphant.  Is  the  south  less  intelligent  than  the 
north,  that  from  the  organization  of  the  government 
we  ever  have  been  and  are  now  considered  by  our 
northern  brethren  incompetent  to  manage  a great 
national  bank?  I am  opposed  to  a national  bank  at 
any  point;  but  if  created  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  at  the 
point  where  are  the  exports  of  the  country;  and 
where  the  imports  ought  to  be,  were  we  not  de- 
prived of  them  by  the  unjust  interference  of  the 
national  legislature,  by  creating  and  substituting  in 
the  business  and  trade  of  the  country,  other  ex- 
changeable values  in  the  shape  of  bank  paper. 

The  northern  democracy  desire  to  subject  their 
southern  brethern  to  no  such  oppression.  They  are, 
as  Mr.  Jefferson  declared,  “the  natural  allies  of  the 
south;”  they  are  for  equal  rights;  they  are  opposed 
to  banks  and  tariff's,  and  all  other  monopolies,  and 
headed  by  that  patriot  statesman,  Martin  Van  Bu- 
ren, who  in  his  noble  casting  vote  against  Mr.  Clay 
in  the  senate,  in  1836,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Calhoun’s 
bill  for  suppressing  the  distribution  of  incendiary 
abolition  documents  through  the  mail,  and  by  his 
still  more  glorious  inaugural  pledge  against  these 
fanatics,  had  trampled  abolition  beneath  the  feet  of 
a grateful  people.  Nor  have  I any  admiration  on 
this  subject  for  Mr.  Clay,  whose  votes  and  opinions 
upon  this  question  had  always  heretofore  been  tem- 
porizing or  against  us,  but  who  came  in  at  the  ele- 
venth hour,  late  at  the  last  session,  and  performed 
what  is  now  hailed  by  his  advocates  as  a great  ex- 
ploit, in  stripping  the  poisonous  skin  from  the  pu- 
trefying corpse  of  the  dead  monster,  and  flourishing 
it  in  presidential  triumph  over  our  heads  in  the  se- 
nate chamber,  as  the  proud  trophy  of  a noble  and 
glorious  achievement.  The  conversion  of  Mr.  Clay 
in  the  senate  succeeded  a few  days  that  of  his  friend 
John  Quincy  Adams,  in  the  house,  and  failed  to  re- 
store either  of  these  gentlemen  to  my  confidence 
on  this  question. 

My  sentiments  on  the  bank  question  correspond 
with  those  heretofore  expressed  by  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, in  his  letter  of  the  13th  December,  1803,  to  Mr. 
Gallatin,  as  published  by  his  grandson,  in  the  4th 
volume  of  his  works,  page  12,  in  which  this  great 
apostle  of  American  liberty  declares: 

“This  institution  (a  bank  of  the  United  States) 
is  one  of  the  most  deadly  hostility  existing  against 
the  principles  and  form  of  our  constitution.  The 
nation  is,  at  this  time,  so  strong  and  united  in  its 
sentiments,  that  it  cannot  be  shaken  at  this  mo- 
ment. But  suppose  a series  of  untoward  events 
should  occur,  sufficient  to  bring  intodoubt  the  com- 
petency of  a republican  government  to  meet  a crisis 
of  great  danger,  or  to  unhinge  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  the  public  functuaries;  an  institution  like 
this,  penetrating  by  its  branches  every  part  of  the 
union,  acting  by  command  and  in  phalanx,  may,  in 
a critical  moment,  upset  the  government.  I deem 
no  government  safe  which  is  under  the  vassalage  of 
any  self-constituted  authorities,  or  any  other  autho- 
rity than  that  of  the  nation,  or  its  regular  function- 
ary. What  an  obstruction  could  not  this  bank  of 
the  United  States,  with  all  its  branch  hanks,  be  in 
time  of  war!  It  might  dictate  to  us  the  peace  we 
should  accept,  or  withdraw  its  aids.  Ought  we, 
then,  to  give  further  growth  to  an  institution  so 
powerful,  so  hostile?  That  it  is  so  hostile  we  know, 
1st.  From  a knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the  per- 
sons composing  the  body  of  directors  in  every  bank, 
principal  or  branch,  and  those  of  most  of  the  stock- 
holders; 2nd.  From  their  opposition  to  the  mea- 
sures and  principles  of  the  government,  and  to  the 
election  of  those  friendly  to  them;  and  3rdly.  From 
the  sentiments  of  the  newspapers  they  support. — • 
Now,  while  we  are  strong,  it  is  the  greatest  duty 
we  owe  to  the  safety  of  our  constitution  to  bring 
this  powerful  enemy  to  a perfect  subordination  un- 
der its  authorities.  The  first  measure  would  be  to 
reduce  them  to  an  equal  footing  only  with  other 
banks,  as  to  the  favors  of  the  government.  But  in 
order  to  be  able  to  meet  a general  combination  of 
the  banks  against  us  in  a critical  emergency,  could 
we  not  make  a beginning  towards  an  independent 
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use  of  our  own  money,  towards  holding  our  own 
bank  in  all  the  deposites  where  it  is  received,  and 
letting  the  treasurer  give  his  draft  or  note  for  pay- 
ment at  any  particular  place,  which,  in  a well  con- 
ducted government,  ought  to  have  as  much  credit 
as  any  private  draft  or  bank  note  or  bill,  and  would 
give  us  the  same  facilities  which  we  derive  from 
the  bank?” 

Such  are  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson  in  relation 
to  this  great  question.  He  was  against  a bank  of 
the  United  States,  against  the  use  of  the  state  banks 
by  tlie  general  government;  was  in  favor  of  the  di- 
vorce of  bank  and  state,  and  in  favor  of  the  “inde- 
pendent use  of  our  own  money”  through  the  medi- 
um of  “treasury  drafts,”  precisely  as  is  now  pro- 
posed in  the  bill  for  establishing  an  independent 
constitutional  treasury.  This  much  abused  mea- 
sure, originated  then,  not  with  Mr.  Calhoun  or  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  but  with  Mr.  Jefferson  himself,  upon 
whose  advice  and  sanction,  as  well  as  upon  princi- 
ple, it  has  been  adopted  by  the  democratic  party. 

A bank  of  the  United  States  being  thus  danger- 
ous to  public  liberty,  ought  to  be  opposed,  even  if 
it  promoted  our  pecuniary  interest;  but  when  the 
whole  banking  system,  state  and  national,  is  shown 
to  be  deeply  injurious  to  our  weliare,  that  it  aug- 
ments the  price  of  all  we  purchase,  and  brings  us 
no  more  money  tor  our  cotton  (the  price  of  that  be- 
ing regulated  by  the  foreign  market),  why  should 
we  hesitate  in  opposing  the  whole  system?  A na- 
tional bank  is  the  great  head  of  the  system, declared 
by  its  friends  to  be  indespensable  to  preserve  and 
regulate  the  state  banks  and  to  maintain  a paper 
currency.  Be  it  so,  and  I am  still  opposed  to  such 
a bank,  because  I am  against  the  whole  paper  sys- 
tem, against  it  as  destructive  of  the  morals,  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties,  and  ruinous  to  the  true  interests 
of  the  American  people. 

That-the  system  is  destructive  of  public  morals, 
the  proof  is  scattered  throughout  the  union,  from 
Michigan  to  Mississippi.  The  very  foundation  of 
banking  institutions  is  based  upon  fraud  and  fiction. 
It  is  based  upon  an  authority  to  make  promises  that 
it  is  known  must  be  violated;  any  authority  to  issue 
paper  money,  in  a ratio  nf  from  three  to  twenty 
compared  with  the  specie  in  their  vaults;  a promise 
to  pay  at  all  times  upon  demand  all  this  money  in 
gold  or  silver,  which  is  known  to  be  impossible  of 
performance,  if  the  holders  of  this  money,  as  they 
have  a right  to  do,  present  it  for  a redemption  in 
specie.  A promise  to  any  individuals  to  do  that 
which  it  is  known  cannot  be  done  if  its  performance 
is  required  by  the  individuals  to  whom  the  promise 
is  made,  is  a false  promise,  and  a violation  of  good 
morals.  Especially  a promise  by  banks  to  a whole 
community,  and  which  deeply  involves  their  inter- 
est, should  be  regarded  as  of  a character  the  most 
solemn,  sacred,  and  obligatory,  and  never  should  be 
made,  unless  the  fulfilment  were  certain.  Let  not 
this  be  confounded  with  a promise  by  an  individual 
to  make  a payment  at  a future  date,  which  promise 
he  intends,  when  it  is  made,  to  perform,  and  believes 
he  will  be  able  to  do  so.  It  is  not  the  intention  of 
the  banks  to  perform  at  all  times  their  promises,  for 
they  know  that  this  is  impossible;  that  the  specie  is 
notin  the  country,  nor  can  it  be  obtained,  to  pay  all 
their  notes  at  all  times  as  they  promise,  on  demand, 
in  gold  or  silver;  and  to  gamble  and  speculate  upon 
the  chances  of  the  presentation  of  their  notes  for 
payment,  is  to  convert  paper  banks  into  faro  banks, 
and  with  infinitely  greater  hazard  of  loss  to  the 
community.  The  whole  system,  then,  aims  a fatal 
blow  at  private  morality  and  at  public  virtue,  and 
as  a consequence  must  be  destructive  of  all  pure 
and  sincere  religion,  for  in  the  absence  of  virtue  and 
morality,  religion  cannot  exist,  except  in  promises 
as  false  and  hypocritical,  as  the  promises  of  pay- 
ment at  all  times  in  gold  or  silver,  engraved  on  tiie 
face  of  bank  notes. 

If  time  allowed  it,  it  might  be  shown  incontestibly 
that  instead  of  a promise  of  payment  of  bank  notes 
in  specie  being  founded  on  the  gambler’s  calcula- 
tion of  chances,  immoral  as  that  would  be,  that  the 
notes  would  not  be  presented  for  payment  beyond 
the  ability  of  the  bank  to  redeem  them,  it  is,  on  the 
contrary,  absolutely  certain,  according  to  the  known 
rules  of  currency,  that  periods  must  occur  from 
time  to  time,  from  the  revolutions  of  trade,  when 
these  notes  cannot  be  redeemed  in  gold  and  silver. 
This  is  proved  by  the  failure'of  the  Bank  of  France 
and  of  the  Bank  of  England,  though  issuing  but  two 
to  one,  and  of  all  the  European  banks  similarly 
constituted,  and  of  the  American  banks  from  time 
to  time  of  every  state  in  the  union.  We  had  gene- 
ral failures  of  our  state  banks  in  1808,  in  1814,  in 
1810,  and  in  1S37.  At  two  of  these  periods,  1808 
and  1819,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  in  ope- 
ration. In  1819  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  itself  reduced  to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy,  with 
but  one  dollar  in  specie  to  every  one  hundred  in 
circulation,  according  to  the  official  report  of  its 


president,  and  was  only  saved  from  insolvency,  by 
running  upon  the  state  banks  lor  the  redemption  of 
their  notes  in  specie,  thus  producing  their  failure, 
and  the  most  universal  and  intense  distress,  and  for 
the  longest  period  of  years  throughout  the  country. 
In  1837,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  itself  failed 
upon  the  notes  of  the  old  bank  as  well  as  of  the 
new,  though  proclaimed  by  its  president  more  pow- 
erful under  the  new  than  the  old  charter.  All  this 
abundantly  proves,  that  though  the  American  bank- 
ing system,  organized  under  the  dominion  of  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  may  endure  for  periods 
averaging  from  five  to  fifteen  years,  yet  even  with 
this  aid,  the  failure  of  the  banks  from  time  to  time 
is  certain;  and  consequently  it  is  known  by  the 
banks,  that  their  sacred  and  solemn  promises  to  re- 
deem all  their  notes  at  all  times  upon  demand  in 
specie  could  not  be  performed,  and  therefore  that  the 
promise  never  was  otherwise  than  false  and  fradu- 
lent.  The  whole  system  then  being  founded  in 
fraudulent  falsehood,  what  other  results  could  be 
anticipated,  than  those  which  actually  have  occur- 
red, and  whatever  oblivion  might  be  extended  to 
the  past,  a present  determination  to  perpetuate  the 
system,  now  that  the  facts  are  known,  is  a determi- 
nation to  banish  pure  morals,  virtue  and  religion 
from  the  community,  and  as  a consequence  ulti- 
mately to  overthrow  our  free  institutions;  for  an  im- 
moral and  corrupt  people  cannot  permanently  main- 
tain a republican  government.  Especially  is  this 
result  inevitable,  if  the  government  is  compelled  to 
unite  its  destiny  with  that  of  banks,  by  receiving 
and  disbursing  their  fictitious  promises  of  payment, 
and  entrusting  the  public  finances  to  their  control 
and  guardianship.  Let  us  examine  a few  of  the  de- 
moralizing effects  of  the  system.  Have  we  not 
seen  the  banks  suspending  with  many  millions  of 
the  public  money  in  their  custody  as  a sacred  trust, 
and  thus  reducing  the  government  to  bankruptcy, 
by  a refusal  of  payment,  when  all  of  them  had  a 
portion,  and  most  of  them  a sufficient  portion  of 
specie  to  have  enabled  them  to  liquidate  at  least 
this  debt.  Have  we  not  seen  them  with  considera- 
ble amounts  of  specie  in  their  vsults,  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  their  solemn  engagements,  refusing  the 
payment  of  their  notes,  and  permitting  them  to  de- 
preciate from  five  to  fifty  per  cent,  in  the  hands  of 
the  people?  Have  we  not  seen  them  here  distribut- 
ing large  dividends  of  alleged  profits  among  their 
stockholders,  in  direct  fraud  of  their  creditors,  to 
whom  they  were  refusing  all  payment? 

It  has  been  officially  proved  that  two  of  the  banks 
of  this  state  were  started  upon  the  same  fictitious 
certificates  of  deposite  from  a bank  that  had  failed, 
and  that  another  was  started  by  the  fraudulent  loan 
of  $'100,000  from  a bank  in  a neighboring  state, 
contracted  to  be  returned,  and  actually  returned,  in 
a few  days  after  the  bank  went  into  operation,  thus 
leaving  it  to  proceed  in  vast  issues,  with  no  capital 
whatever.  Have  not  the  banks,  after  an  alleged  re- 
sumption of  specie  payment,  issued  vast  amounts 
of  post  notes,  payable  in  six  or  twelve  months,  and 
have  they  not  loaned  out  these  notes  at  full  value, 
and  full  interest,  after  they  were  known  to  have  de- 
preciated more  than  twenty  per  cent.?  Do  they  not 
although  collecting  full  interest  on  all  theirdebts.uni- 
formerly  refuse  all  allowanceof  accruing  interest  on 
their  post  notes;  and  to  avoid  the  payment  of  all  in- 
terest, even  at  maturity,  have  they  not  repeatedly 
received  these  post  notes  on  deposite,  and  then 
after  the  lapse  of  months,  when  these  deposites  were 
checked  for,  have  they  not  refused  to  pay  out  the 
notes  deposited  oil  which  the  interest  had  accrued  or 
others  of  a similar  character,  and  compelled  their 
creditors  to  take  less  valuable  post  notes  of  a later 
date,  and  payable  at  a subsequent  period,  and  some- 
times dated  and  filled  up  after  the  check  was  pre- 
sented for  payment?  Is  not  the  community  thus 
defrauded  of' the  intervening  interest,  and  in  fact  of 
all  interest?  If  A should  give  his  note  to  B for 
$1,000,  dated  January  1,  1839,  B called  upon  A for 
the  note,  and  he  refused  to  deliver  it,  hut  handed 
him  his  note  for  the  same,  but  dated  1st  July,  1839, 
and  payable  at  twelve  months’  date  with  six  per 
cent,  interest  from  date,  would  not  A have  defraud- 
ed B of  six  month’s  interest?  And  is  not  this  the 
very  thing  now  being  done  by  many  of  the  banks 
of  this  state?  If  we  look  at  the  manner,  also  in 
which  the  loans  have  been  distributed  by  the  banks 
of  this  state,  the  result  must  amaze  every  friend  of 
equal  rights  and  privileges.  In  the  official  report  of 
the  bank  commissioners  of  this  state  to  the  legisla- 
ture last  year,  it  is  stated  in  page  75  as  follows:  “It 
will  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  the  foregoing- 
statement,  that  21)3  directors  of  21  hanks  owe  the 
banks  they  direct  nearly  as  much  as  one-half  the 
entire  circulation  of  the  twenty-five  banks.  This, 
however,  is  only  their  immediate  liabilities  as  pay- 
ors to  their  own  banks;  but  as  they  often  have  paper 
discounted  for  their  benefit,  without  appearing  lia- 
ble either  as  principal  or  endorser,  and  many  of 


them  have  extensive  accommodations  in  each  other’s 
banks,  we  are  unable  to  state  the  amount  of  bank 
credit  used  by  these  203  directors.”  That  203  bank 
directors,  in  a population  of  near  four  hundred 
thousand,  should  monopolize  by  loans  to  themselves 
one-half  the  entire  bank  circulation  of  the  state,  is 
most  manifestly  unfair  and  unjust.  Of  the  22 
banks  examined  by  the  commissioners,  the  directo- 
ry had,  as  appears  by  their  own  returns,  loaned  to 
themselves  as  payors,  three  millions  two  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  were  liable  besides 
as  endorsers  in  the  same  banks,  for  six  millions 
nine  hundred  and  eighty  thousand,  making  an  ag- 
gregate ascertained  and  admitted  liability  of  the  di- 
rectory to  their  own  banks  only,  of  ten  millions  two 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  But  to  this 
we  must  also  add  the  liability  of  the  directory  in 
the  three  principal  banks  of  this  state,  not  examin- 
ed, having  an  aggregate  capital  paid  in  of  almost 
twelve  millions  of  dollars.  We  have  some  date, 
however,  as  regards  one  of  these  bank?  in  the  report, 
namely,  the  affidavits  of  a former  book-keeper  and 
cashier  of  the  Planters’  bank,  proving  that  four  com- 
mission houses,  whose  names  are  given,  and  who 
were  known  to  constitute  in  part  the  directory  of  this 
bank  “were  liable  to  the  Planters’  bank  lor  two 
millions  of  dollars.”  Similar  acts  have  been  estab- 
lished as  regards  the  Agricultural  bank.  As  regards 
the  Union  bank,  I have  no  report  before  me,  or  data 
from  which  to  give  any  opinion  respecting  that  in- 
stitution. But  from  the  data  already  furnished 
above,  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt,  that  the 
directory  of  the  banks  of  this  state  were  indebted 
to  their  own  banks  in  at  least  the  following  amounts, 
namely,  as  payors  and  discounters,  including  all 
notes  discounted  for  their  benefit,  of  six  millions  of 
dollars,  and  as  endorsers  were  liable  besides  for  ten 
millions  of  dollars,  making  an  aggregate  liability  to 
their  own  banks  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars;  and 
if  to  this  we  add  the  vast  amount  of  their  liability  to 
other  banks  of  this  state  in  which  they  are  not  di- 
rectors, the  liability  of  the  bank  directory  of  this 
state  to  all  banks  of  the  state,  on  their  owr.  account 
cannot  be  less  than  eight  millions,  and  as  endorsers 
twelve  millions,  making  an  aggregate  liability  of 
the  bank  directory  of  this  state,  to  the  banks  of  the 
state,  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars— being  one-half 
the  bank  liability  of  the  whole  state,  combined  in 
less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  directors.  Similar 
facts  as  regards  the  monopoly  of  discounts  by  them- 
selves and  by  commission  merchants,  are  exhibited 
in  the  official  statements  of  the  Louisiana  banks, 
believed  in  bank  phraseology  to  be  among  the 
soundest  and  best  managed  banks  of  the  union. 

By  official  communications  made  by  a joint  com- 
mittee of  both  houses  of  the  legislature  of  Louisi- 
ana, in  December,  1837,  and  March,  1838,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  liability  of  the  bank  directory  (172 
in  number)  of  the  sixteen  banks  of  New  Orleans 
to  those  banks,  was,  as  reported  by  themselves, 
seventeen  millions  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five 
thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars;  name- 
ly, as  payors  and  discounters,  $15,607,271,  and  as 
endorsers,  $2,263,341;  the  total  amount  of  all  the 
discounts  of  the  banks,  being  at  the  same  time 
$52,407,170,  exhibiting  a bank  liability  of  172  di- 
rectors in  an  amount  about  equal  to  one-third  of  the 
bank  liability  of  the  whole  population  of  Louisiana. 
We  thus  see  the  bank  liability  of  a bank  directory 
composed  of  400  persons  in  two  states,  amounting 
to  thirty-eight  millions  of  dollars.  From  no  other 
state  have  I any  official  returns  on  this  subject,  ex- 
cept from  a single  branch  of  one  bank  in  Alabama, 
in  which  the  liability  of  the  directory  of  that  branch 
alone,  was  half  a million  of  dollars.  From  what 
we  have  seen,  however,  in  these  three  states,  there 
cannot  be  a doubt,  but  that  the  total  liability  of  all 
the  directories  to  all  the  banks  in  the  union,  cannot 
be  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions,  or  con- 
siderably more  than  one-fourth  of  the  total  liability 
to  the  banks,  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Of  all  the  evils  of  the  banking  system  in  the 
southwest,  the  greatest  was  the  monopoly  of  dis- 
counts by  commission  merchants,  by  which  the 
planter  was  compelled  to  pay  the  bank  the  usual 
interest,  and  additional  premium  upon  exchange, 
and  also,  two  and  a half  per  cent,  commission  to 
the  merchant  for  accepting  at  six  months,  and  the 
same  for  advancing,  by  which  the  interest  actually 
paid  by  the  planter,  becomes  equivalent  to  at  least 
eighteen  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  this,  too,  when 
this  very  expansion  of  the  bank  circulation,  was 
exacting  from  the  planter  a still  heavier  tribute,  in 
the  shape  of  augmented  prices  for  provisions,  and 
all  the  expenses  of  the  plantation.  If  this  state, 
with  her  most  fertile  soil  and  rich  staple  is  now  the 
most  embarrassed  of  all  the  states  of  the  union, 
most  truly  may  we  point  to  the  banks  as  the  great 
cause  of  all  our  calamities.  Nor  is  it  in  the  south- 
west only  that  are  exhibited  the  ruinous  and  de- 
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moralizing  effects  of  the  banking  system.  No: 
these  fatal  consequences  have  been  co-extensive 
with  the  existence  of  the  system.  Look  at  the  ruin 
consequent  upon  the  fraudulent  failures  of  banks  in 
Baltimore,  in  Philadelphia,  in  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton; look  at  the  wild  cat  banks  of  Michigan,  as  that 
infamous  system  has  been  justly  designated,  and 
fraud  and  corruption  will  be  found  every  where  ac- 
companying the  system.  Nor  do  these  demoralizing 
influences  disappear  in  the  career  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  No:  the  history  of  the  first  three 
years  of  that  institution  is  a history  of  acknowledg- 
ed fraud,  peculation  and  stockjobbing,  abhorrent 
to  every  just  and  honorable  precept.  When  Mr. 
Cheves  became  president  of  this  bank,  he  reported 
these  enormities  to  the  nation,  and  that,  “on  the 
12th  April,  1819,  the  bank  had  in  its  vaults  but 
$71,522  of  specie,  and  owed  to  the  city  banks  a 
balance  of  $196,418,  and  its  circulation  was  still 
$6,000,000,”  and  the  papers  of  the  northern  and 
middle  states  of  that  period  draw  a picture  of  a dis- 
tress more  intense  and  universal  than  that  which 
now  pervades  Mississippi.  Look  at  the  history  of 
expansions  and  curtailments  of  this  bank,  expand- 
ding  “more  than  ten  millions  in  the  course  of  a few 
months,”  and,  by  its  official  reports,  contracting, 
“within  a period  of  eight  months,  eight  millions  of 
dollars  and  upwards;  thus  converting  all  business 
into  a perpetual  lottery,  dependent  upon  the  secret 
and  constant  changes  of  the  policy  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Did  not  this  very  bank  suspend 
in  1837,  and,  with  an  open  declaration  of  its  per- 
fect ability  to  meet  then  all  its  engagements,  did  it 
not  set  its  creditors  at  defiance  for  more  than  a year, 
and  violate  its  solemn  promises  to  redeem  its  notes 
at  all  times,  upon  demand,  in  specie.  If  a wealthy 
individual  would  dare  thus,  with  ample  means  in 
his  hands,  to  refuse  the  payment  of  his  just  debts, 
would  he  not  be  deemed  pre-eminent  in  infamy? 
And  have  we  already  reached  that  point  in  the 
downward  demoralizing  tendency  of  the  banking 
system,  when  a distinction  in  morals  is  attempted 
to  be  maintained,  between  the  obligations  of  a bank 
and  of  an  individual  to  perform  promises  to  the  ut- 
most of  ability  so  to  do?  And  yet,  such  demoralizing 
apologies  as  these  must  be  made,  for  the  vice  is  inhe- 
rent in  the  system,  which  permits  and  encourages 
the  making  and  circulation  of  promises  false  and 
deceptive,  and  just  as  delusive  before,  as  after,  a 
suspension;  for  there  never  is  any  thing  but  an  ap- 
pearance of  an  ability  by  a bank  to  redeem  at  all 
times,  if  presented,  all  its  notes  in  specie— because 
it  never  has  specie  equal  to  its  issues;  and  the  sus- 
pension is  but  the  proof  of  an  inability  which  in 
fact,  always  existed.  In  truth,  the  condition  of  the 
banks,  though  apparently  better  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  in  fact  worse 
than  in  the  absence  of  such  an  institution.  Thus, 
if  we  look  at  the  returns  of  the  Planters’  bank  of 
of  this  state,  it  will  be  found  in  a better  condition 
within  a week  preceding  to  its  suspension,  than 
at  any  preceeding  period  under  the  regulating 
power  of  a national  bank.  Thus,  on  the  6th  No- 
vember, 1833,  its  circulation  was  $1,437,878;  its 
deposites  $48,759;  and  its  specie  $113,133;  and 
on  the  27th  April,  1837,  its  specie  was  $401,526 
its  circulation  $1,583,S97;  its  deposites  $345,362; 
and  its  deposites  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  $1,035,504.  Thus  in  1833,  its  cir- 
culation compared  to  its  specie  exceeded  twelve  to 
one,  and  its  circulation  and  deposites  combined  ex- 
ceeded its  specie  about  sixteen  to  one.  Now  in 
1837,  its  circulation  exceeded  its  specie  less  than 
four  to  one,  and  its  circulation  ami  all  its  various 
deposites  combined,  exceeded  its  specie  but  six  to 
one.  In  every  respect,  then,  its  condition  was  bet- 
ter in  1337,  than  in  1833,  except  the  delusion  creat- 
ed by  the  existence  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  So  if  we  look  at  the  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  on  the  1st  January,  1830, 
its  specie  was  $77,665,  its  circulation  $540,190, 
and  its  deposites  $547,756,  its  circulation  being  to 
its  specie  as  seven  to  one,  and  its  circulation  and 
deposites  fourteen  to  one  of  its  specie,  thus  exhibit- 
ing under  the  regulating  power  of  a national  bank, 
a much  worse  condition  than  that  of  the  Planters’ 
bank,  on  the  27th  April,  1837.  Yet  to  have  doubt- 
ed the  ability  of  the  State  Bank  of  Mississippi 
in  1830,  to  redeem  at  once  all  its  liabilities  in  spe- 
cie, would  have  been  considered  little  less  than 
high  treason,  such  is  the  phantasmagoric  power  of 
a national  bank,  to  drive  the  specie  for  a time  out 
of  the  banks  and  out  of  the  country,  and  yet  pre- 
serve an  appearance  of  deceptive  prosperity,  till  a 
convulsion  comes,  and  the  delusion  vanishes.  In 
fact,  the  most  finished  juggler  that  ever  deceived 
an  admiring  audience,  never  performed  his  part 
with  half  the  adroitness,  as  that  which  has  distin- 
guished the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  substitut- 
ing appearances  for  realities.  And  the  same  re- 
mark which  is  thus  true  as  to  the  banks  of  Missis- 


sippi, is  true  universally  as  regards  the  influence  of 
the  national  bank  in  maintaining  for  a time,  a large 
paper  circulation,  with  but  very  little  specie;  the 
specie  in  the  state  banks,  in  the  absence  of  a na- 
tional bank  even  at  the  period  of  their  failure  during 
the  terrible  disasters  of  the  war,  being  nearly  as 
four  to  one.  Thus  the  only  effect  of  a United  States 
bank  is,  to  expel  specie  from  the  banks  and  from 
the  country  during  its  existence,  and  to  blow  for  a 
time  the  bubble  of  a delusive  prosperity,  till,  from 
augmented  prices,  overtrading  and  overimportation 
bring  on  a demand  for  specie  from  abroad,  and  down 
comes  the  inflated  system,  involving  in  its  fall  the 
ruin  of  the  whole  country.  To  re-organise  the  sys- 
tem under  the  regulation  of  a national  bank,  is"  to 
bring  on  another  short  period  of  delusive  prosperity, 
soon  to  be  followed  by  terrible  disasters.  To  re- 
fuse to  create  a national  bank,  is  to  compel  the 
gradual  winding  up  of  the  whole  system,  or  at  least, 
the  reduction  of  its  circulation  to  an  extremely 
limited  amount,  and  thus  avoid  the  recurrence  of 
future  universal  suspensions  and  convulsions. 

Having  proved  the  first  branch  of  my  position, 
the  demoralizing  effects  of  the  banking  system,  it 
would  follow  as  a consequence  that  these  institu- 
tions are  dangerous  to  public  liberty.  But  that  they 
are  thus  dangerous,  is  demonstrable  by  many  other 
indisputable  facts.  The  business  of  making  all  the 
money  for  a nation,  is  one  of  the  highest  attributes 
of  foreign  power,  and  infinitely  more  important  in 
its  influence  on  the  diversified  interests  of  society 
than  all  other  govermental  powers  combined.  Yet 
we  seem  not  to  have  reflected  that  this  gigantic 
power  is  entrusted  exclusively  to  the  incorporated 
stockholders  of  banks,  state  and  national,  and  plac- 
ed for  a quarter  of  a century,  by  irrevocable  char- 
ters, beyond  the  control  of  the  people,  or  of  their 
representatives.  Nor  is  it  only  the  transfer  to  these 
corporations  of  the  power  of  making  money,  (not 
by  labor  or  industry,  but  by  stamping  notes  at  the 
rate  of  a million  in  an  hour,  upon  the  face  of  a bank 
plate),  but  also  the  power  of  determining  when, 
and  how,  and  to  whom,  and  in  what  quantities, 
and  for  what  purposes,  this  money  shall  be  loaned 
to  any  portion  of  the  community,  and  when,  and 
how,  and  from  whom  it  shall  be  recalled.  And  to 
whom  is  this  power  entrusted?  Is  it  to  an  impartial 
tribunal,  acting  openly,  and  removable  by  the  peo- 
ple for  an  abuse  of  power?  No:  it  is  to  an  irre- 
sponsible directory,  composed  of  stockholders  of 
the  banks,  acting  in  secret  conclave,  and  directly 
interested  in  abusing  their  power,  interested  in  in- 
creasing their  profits  and  dividends,  by  the  expan- 
sion of  their  circulation,  interested  in  increasing 
the  circulation  by  immense  loans  to  themselves, 
monopolizing,  as  we  have  seen  by  the  returns  from 
the  only  two  states  where  the  facts  have  been  in- 
vestigated, one-half  the  discounts  of  the  banks, 
and  concentrating  in  themselves  in  these  two  states, 
bank  liabilities  to  the  amount,  as  we  have  seen,  of 
nearly  forty  millions  of  dollars.  And  how  was 
most  of  this  immense  loan  invested?  It  was  invest- 
ed in  property,  to  enhance  the  price  of  which,  far 
beyond  its  real  value,  and  enable  the  bank  directo- 
ry to  sell  at  immense  profits,  new  issues  of  paper 
money  must  be  made,  often,  as  we  have  seen,  upon 
insufficient  security,  and  again  repeated  to  enable 
the  purchasers  to  make  payment.  The  power  is 
sufficiently  alarming  when  scattered  among  a thou- 
sand banks,  but  when  it  is  proposed  to  consolidate  it 
in  one  great  central  bank,  to  place  under  its  control 
all  the  incorporated  state  banks,  and  to  submit  to 
its  regulation  of  the  value  of  all  property,  and  of 
all  labor,  the  power  becomes  fearful  and  tremen- 
dous, and  in  its  practical  effects  upon  all  the  transac- 
tions of  society,  incomparably  greater  than  that  of 
all  the  other  powers  delegated  to  the  general  go- 
vernment. And  to  whom  are  to  be  delegated  all 
these  fearful  powers?  To  the  directory  of  a corpo- 
ration, created  by  an  irrevocable  charter,  to  endure 
for  a generation;  to  a directory  neither  elected  nor 
removable  by  the  people  or  by  their  representatives, 
but  chosen  and  removable  only  by  a few  incorporat- 
ed stockholders,  exercising,  with  closed  doors  and 
sealed  lips,  an  authority  over  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  people,  more  arbitrary  and  despotic  than 
any  now  entrusted  to  any  European  potentate. 
Talk  not  of  the  power  and  sovereignty  of  the  states, 
or  of  the  people,  when  such  a power  shall  have 
been  created.  It  will  exercise  a central  power  and 
authority,  more  unlimited  and  despotic,  more  dis- 
graced by  flagrant  abuses,  and  more  arbitrary  and 
uncontrolled  than  any  in  any  age  or  country  that 
ever  trampled  upon  human  rights  and  liberty.  The 
loans  now  made  by  all  the  various  banks  of  the 
union,  exceed,  by  the  last  official  returns,  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  upon 
which,  exclusive  of  exchange  and  other  shaving 
operations,  is  extracted,  at  the  average  rate  of  se- 
ven per  cent,  an  annual  interest  of  thirty  six  mil- 
lions seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  be- 


ing an  annual  interest  nearly  equal  to  all  the  specie  in 
all  the  vaults  of  all  the  banks  of  the  union — that  be- 
ing at  the  last  returns,  $37,915,340;  thus  exhibiting 
an  annual  interest  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  all 
the  gold  and  silver  held  by  the  banks.  And  this 
vast  and  annually  augmenting  sum  is  collected,  not 
by  labor  or  industry,  but  by  the  non-producers  from 
the  producers.  It  is  a tribute,  exhausting  the 
fountains  of  general  prosperity,  extorted  bv  the 
few  from  the  toil  of  the  laboring  millions.  The 
unequal  distribution  of  wealth  is  one  of  the  great 
evils  of  human  "society,  and  so  far  as  the  just  rights 
of  property  are  involved,  must  be  protected  by  every 
government.  But  still  it  is  an  evil,  exhibiting  squa- 
lid poverty  by  the  side  of  pampered  wealth,  and 
never  should  be  increased  by  govermental  power. 
To  prevent  the  increase  of  this  evil,  we  have  re- 
pealed the  British  laws  of  primogeniture  andentaii- 
ment,  by  which  great  wealth  was  perpetuated  and 
consolidated  in  the  hands  of  the  few.  But  the 
banking  system  of  incorporated  and  associated 
wealth  will  concentrate  and  consolidate  capital  in 
the  hands  of  a few,  with  much  greater  rapidity 
than  ever  was  accomplished  by  any  system  of  any 
aristocracy  that  ever  cursed  the  earth,  by  drawing 
off  from  the  parched  and  withering  soil  the  very 
springs  and  rivulets  that  should  spread  around  abun- 
dant harvests,  but  that  are  taken  from  the  suffering 
multitude,  and  concentrated  in  a few  large  streams 
and  reservoirs,  where  the  pampered  few  may  luxu- 
riate in  all  the  more  than  splendid  luxury  of  regal 
wealth  and  power.  Fertile  and  productive  as  is  yet 
the  soil  of  the  union,  if  this  system  is  incorporated 
and  concentrated,  wealth  endures  and  concentrates 
in  the  same  ratio  for  another  generation,  it  will,  hy 
its  impoverishment  of  the  many,  and  concentration 
of  all  wealth  and  power  in  the  hands  of  the  few, 
convert  our  beloved  country  into  a more  than  Ly- 
bian  desert,  upon  whose  vast  unwatered  and  unfor- 
rested  plains  shall  be  seen  scattered  the  parched  and 
perishing  millions,  the  miserable  wreck  and  rem- 
nant of  what  was  once  a flourishing  nation  of  free- 
men, whilst  here  and  there  a bank  Oasis  shall  ap- 
pear, as  a green  spot  among  the  surrounding  sands, 
where  the  incorporated  few  shall  repose  in  all  the 
greater  wealth  and  sloth  and  luxury  than  ever  dis- 
graced the  imperial  court  of  the  most  effeminate 
despot.  The  amount  of  American  bank  stock  is 
now  estimated  at  about  four  hundred  millions  of 
dollars.  If  we  estimate  the  other  property  of  bank 
stockholders  at  an  average  of  four  times  the  amount 
of  their  stock,  (and  it  is  much  greater  in  this  state), 
the  total  amount  of  wealth  of  all  the  bank  stock- 
holders of  all  the  banks  of  the  union  would  be  two 
thousand  millions  of  dollars.  Now,  calculating  the 
entire  wealth  of  the  union  upon  an  estimate  in 
proportion  to  the  population,  founded  on  the  assess- 
ed values  in  that  state  in  which  the  most  complete 
assessment  is  given,  the  entire  wealth  of  the  whole 
country  would  be  greatly  less  than  twenty  thousand 
millions  of  dollars.  Upon  this  estimate,  then,  a 
few  bank  stockholders,  less  than  one  to  one  hun- 
dred of  our  population,  now  hold  one-tenth  of  the 
entire  wealth  of  the  whole  country  accumulated  in 
one  generation.  What  must  be  the  resuit  of  another 
generation,  if  the  system  is  re-organised  (as  is  de- 
sired by  the  state  banks  with  scarcely  a dissenting 
voice)  under  the  powerful  dominion  of  a bank  of 
the  United  States,  with  a capital  of  fifty  millions? 
As  the  best  managed  banks,  including  the  national 
banks,  issue  at  least  three  to  one  of  their  specie  ca- 
pital, this,  at  an  average  interest  of  seven  per  cent, 
upon  the  paper  loans,  would  be  equal  to  twenty-one 
per  cent,  per  annum.  Now,  as  the  profits  upon  agri- 
culture and  labor  are  not  more  than  an  average  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum,  how  long,  then,  at  this 
more  than  triple  rate  of  increase,  would  it  take  the 
incorporated  wealth  to  accumulate  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  whole  property  of  the  nation?  And  as 
the  fortunes  of  the  few  are  augmented,  must  the 
many  be  impoverished?  Who  will  deny  that  these 
associated  bankers,  with  all  this  vast  and  fearfully 
accumulating  wealth  in  their  hands,  and  with  all 
their  great  powers  and  exclusive  privileges,  would 
not  soon  constitute  an  aristocracy,  more  haughty', 
wealthy  and  powerful  than  any  that  ever  ruled  any 
portion  ol  the  earth?  It  would  be,  too,  a sordid  indo- 
lent, luxurious,  moneyed  aristocracy,  impelled  by  no 
feeling  but  that  of  avarice,  and  a desire  for  increase  of 
dividends;  elevated  by  no  pride,  however  absurd,  of 
birth  or  ancestry;  animated  by  no  recollection  of 
their  glorious  deeds  in  the  field  or  cabinet;  stimulat- 
ed by  no  patriotic  impulse,  by  no  lofty  or  generous 
ambition:  the  world,  at  its  most  corrupt  age,  would 
never  have  been  disgraced  and  governed  by  such 
an  aristocracy  as  that  which  is  growing  out  of  our 
banking  system.  Let  them  go  on  for  a few  years 
more  augmenting  in  power  and  wealth  and  numbers, 
and  the  commencement  of  the  battle  for  liberty  and 
deliverance  will  have  been  deferred  too  long.  Per- 
haps even  now  the  bugle  notes  of  freedom — the 


NILES’  NATIONAL  REGISTER— AUG.  24,  1839— MR.  WALKER’S  LETTER. 


415 


cheering  cry  of  onward!  to  the  rescue  of  our  rights 
and  liberties!  is  sounding  too  late  along  the  ranks  of 
the  people.  But  let  us  never  despair,  if  a nation 
of  freemen  can  be  roused  to  a sense  of  their  danger; 
for  even  from  the  brink  of  the  precipice,  to  which 
with  viewless  but  rapid  strides  they  seemed  to  has- 
ten, they  would  turn  back  upon  their  oppressors, 
and  upon  the  ruins  of  their  system  establish  the 
great  and  fundamental  principles  of  republican  li- 
berty. 

Having,  it  is  hoped,  demonstrated  the  demoraliz- 
ing effects  and  anti-republican  tendencies  of  the 
banking  system,  the  truth  of  either  of  these  propo- 
sitions should  induce  its  overthrow;  but  it  is  inju- 
rious as  a mere  question  of  finance  to  the  true  in- 
terests of  the  American  people.  The  following 
classes  combined,  it  will  be  conceded,  constitute 
the  large  majority  of  the  American  people,  namely: 
1st,  the  exporting  states;  2d,  the  manufacturing 
interest;  3d,  the  navigating  interest;  and  4th,  the 
working  classes,  who  live  by  the  proceeds  of  their 
daily  labor.  The  argument  as  to  the  cotton  grow- 
ing states,  (and  the  same  principle  will  apply  to  the 
growers  of  rice,  tobacco,  and  all  other  exports)  has 
been  already  exhausted.  It  has  been  clearly  shown, 
that  by  the  American  bank  paper  system,  the  planter 
is  compelled  to  give  quadruple  prices  for  all  he 
buys,  including  provisions  and  all  the  expenses  of 
cultivation,  and  receives  no  more  for  what  he  sells, 
than  being  governed  by  the  foreign  market.  In  re- 
lation to  tile  manufacturer,  the  cost  of  his  original 
investment  is  probably  doubled  by  the  paper  sys- 
tem, as  well  as  the  expenses  of  conducting  the  es- 
tablishment. Thus  the  cost  of  manufacturing  is  so 
greatly  enhanced  here,  that  a price  is  demanded 
for  the  domestic  article,  far  above  the  price  at  which 
a similar  article  can  be  purchased  from  abroad,  and 
the  American  manufacturer  is  thus  too  often  ruin- 
ed, or  driven  out  of  the  market.  But  give  the  ma- 
nufacturing states  the  benefit  of  a metallic  currency, 
and  the  American  can  compete  with  the  foreign 
manufacturer,  and  obtain  the  glorious  result,  of  dis- 
pensing with  all  pretext  for  a protective  tariff.  As 
respects  the  great  and  important  navigating  inte- 
rests, the  price  of  material  for  building,  the  cost  of 
construction,  and  of  equpping  and  sailing  vessels, 
has  been  so  greatly  enhanced  by  the  paper  system, 
as  to  produce  of  late  a declining  rate  in  the  ratio  of 
increase  of  American,  as  compared  with  foreign 
tonnage;  and  if  steam,  and  the  use  of  coal  and  ma- 
chinery is  to  be  introduced  to  a great  extent  in  na- 
vigation, this  great  interest  wili  be  still  more  se- 
riously depressed,  in  competition  with  foreigners, 
by  the  ruinous  consequences  of  American  paper 
prices.  And  by  the  patriot  and  statesman  it  should 
never  be  forgotten,  that  the  navigating  interest  is 
the  only  nursery  of  our  navy,  the  great  and  glorious 
right  arm  of  the  nation’s  defence  and  honor.  As 
to  the  working  classes,  the  injury  is  great  and  ap- 
palling. The  rents  of  their  humble  dwellings,  and 
of  every  article  they  purchase,  including  provisions 
and  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  are  vastly  increased 
by  the  paper  system,  whilst  wages  raise  not  in  a 
correspondent  ratio.  1 1 is  a settled  law  of  currency, 
that  wages  is  the  last  thing  enhanced  by  paper  is- 
sues, and  nothing  like  a correspondent  ratio  with 
all  other  articles.  If  any  doubt  this,  lot  them  look 
at  the  vast  increase  of  late  of  property  in  the  great 
cities  of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  in 
the  midst  of  an  overflow  of  bank  paper.  It  is  well 
known  that  many  honest  and  industrious  females 
there,  are  compelled  to  receive  but  ten  cents  a 
piece  for  making  shirts,  and  that  from  the  enhanced 
prices  of  living,  their  daily  and  unremitting  toil 
will  not  purchase  for  them  the  mere  necessaries  of 
life,  and  that  numerous  humane  societies  have  been 
formed  there  for  their  benefit,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
laboring  poor  generally.  Nor  is  this  the  only  way 
in  which  the  working  classes  suffer  from  the  paper 
system.  Knowing  but  little  of  banks,  upon  their 
failure,  the  working  classes  generally  hold  an  un- 
due proportion  of  the  worst  paper,  and  numerous 
and  distressing  cases  have  occurred,  in  which  the 
laboring  poor,  both  men  and  women,  have  lost  their 
little  all,  accumulated  from  years  of  toil  and  indus- 
try, by  the  failure  of  banks  whose  paper  they  held, 
or  with  which  they  had  their  funds  deposited.  I 
admire  neither  the  head  nor  heart  of  that  man,  who 
has  no  sympathy  or  respect  for  those  who  live  by 
daily  labor,  and  by  whose  unceasing  industry,  so 
much  is  added  to  the  wealth  and  products  of  the 
country.  Surely  this  class  should  not  be  depressed 
by  legislation,  and  the  difficulties  of  subsistence 
enhanced  by  the  paper  system.  Cheap  lands  and 
provisions  increase  the  facilities  of  subsistence  and 
augment  most  rapidly  (he  prospei  ily  and  population 
ol  the  country.  In  the  great  city  of  New  York 
this  question  seems  to  be  thoroughly  understood  by 
the  working  classes;  they  are  the  fixed  enemies  of 
the  paper  system,  and  wdtli  alternate  victory  and 
defeat,  they  have  contended  manfully  against  the 


hordes  of  bankers  and  speculators,  brokers  and 
stockjobbers  in  that  great  city.  Let  them  persevere, 
and  their  ultimate  victory  is  certain  and  triumph- 
ant. The  exhorbitant  price  of  provisions  is  now 
universally  felt  and  deprecated  in  the  northern 
cities,  and  it*is  clearly  chargeable  to  the  paper 
system,  not  only  directly  in  its  vast  enhancement 
of  prices,  but  indirectly,  in  withdrawing  so  many 
thousands  from  agriculture,  to  invest  their  means 
in  banking.  The  number  in  this  country,  of  officers, 
clerks  and  agents,  including  also  all  bank  stock- 
holders who  are  withdrawn  from  agriculture  to  live 
in  idleness  upon  bank  dividends,  cannot  be  less  than 
eighty  thousand,  exceeding  the  entire  population  of 
one  of  the  states  of  this  union.  If  these  eighty  thou- 
sand were  engaged  in  agriculture,  how  greatly 
would  it  add  to  the  products  and  actual  wealth  of 
the  country,  instead  of  producing  nothing,  and 
living  upon  the  means  extracted  from  the  labor  of 
others.  This  army  of  bank  dependants  is  equal  to 
many  of  the  standing  armies  of  Europe,  and  is 
maintained  by  a yearly  tax  upon  the  labor  of  the 
country  equal  to  the  entire  revenues  of  the  nation. 
The  four  hundred  millions  of  capital  invested  in 
bank  stock  would,  in  the  absence  of  banks,  seek 
investment  in  commerce,  agriculture  or  manufac- 
tures, or  in  great  works  of  internal  improvement, 
and  thus  give  employment  to  labor,  and  increase 
the  products  and  prosperity  of  the  country;  whereas 
it  now  draw’s  its  dividends  from  labor,  and  adds 
nothing,  but  subtracts  much  from  the  national 
wealth  and  industry.  In  the  single  item  of  bank 
buildings  in  the  union,  including  all  their  various 
marble  palaces,  there  must  be  invested  at  least  thir- 
ty millions  of  dollars,  a sum  of  money  which  would 
cover  any  state  with  rail  roads,  and  canals,  but 
which  now  for  every  useful  purpose,  might  as  well, 
be  sunk  in  the  ocean.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten 
that  the  cost  of  making  our  roads  and  canals,  and  of 
removing  obstructions  from  our  navigable  streams, 
is  perhaps  quadrupled  by'  the  paper  system.  Thus 
also  the  expenses  of  the  governments,  state  and  na- 
tional, and  of  our  country,  and  town  and  city  corpo- 
rations, are  also  at  least  doubled  by  an  expanded 
paper  currency;  another  item  of  loss,  amounting  to 
at  leaf  fifty  millions  of  dollars  per  annum.  If  we 
take  a look  at  the  augmentation  of  the  expenses  of 
the  British  government,  since  the  partial  introduc- 
tion there  of  the  paper  system,  the  ratio  of  increase 
will  be  amazing,  and  especially  if  compared  wdth 
other  European  governments,  where  the  currency 
i3  almost  exclusively  metallic.  The  opposition 
complain  of  the  increased  expenditure  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  at  present,  by  adding  the  contingent 
appropriation,  (which  never  will  be  used)  of  ten 
millions  to  defend  the  country  in  case  of  an  inva- 
sion by  England  on  the  Maine  boundary  question; 
by  adding  five  millions  on  account  of  the  post  of- 
fice department,  which  pays  for  itself;  and  other 
expenses  growing  out  of  the  Florida  war  and  de- 
fence of  the  western  frontie^they  count  up  an  ap- 
propriation of  forty  millions.  This  is  all  fallacious; 
but  in  so  far  as  there  is  any  actual  increase  of  ex- 
penditure by  the  government,  after  allowing  for 
the  necessary  addition  arising  out  of  our  greatly 
augmented  population,  it  is  all  justly  chargeable  to 
the  'opposition,  as  the  advocates  of  the  paper  sys- 
tem. It  is  thus  that  the  expenses  of  maintaining 
the  army  and  navy,  and  all  other  national  expendi- 
tures are  more  than  doubled,  by  changing  this  from 
a hard  money  into  a paper  money  government. — 
With  the  diminished  expenditures  of  a hard  money 
government,  w’e  might  slill  further  reduce  the  tariff' 
and  the  price  of  the  public  lands  in  favor  of  ac- 
tual settlers;  with  the  augmented  expenditures,  aris- 
ing from  the  paper  system,  wTe  know  not  how’  soon 
an  unjust  demand  may  be  made  to  increase  the 
tariff' and  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  Nor  should 
we  forget,  that  the  reunion  of  the  banks,  state  or 
national,  with  the  government,  as  the  keepers  of 
public  money,  renders  the  banking  interest  the 
great  ally  of  the  tarifF.  The  public  money  being 
deposited  with  the  banks,  the  greater  the  tariff  and 
revenue  and  price  of  public  lands,  the  greater  will 
be  the  deposites  in  the  banks,  and  the  larger  their 
profits.  The  average  annual  deposites  of  the  go- 
ernment  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  without 
interest,  was  above  six  millions,  all  which  they 
used  and  loaned  at  pleasure  at  the  usual  rate  of 
bank  interest.  The  greater  the  revenue  then,  the 
greater  would  be  the  profit  of  the  bank,  and  if  the 
veto  of  general  Jackson  upon  internal  improve- 
ments in  1831,  and  the  velo  upon  the  bank  in 
1832,  had  not  occurred,  the  tariff  party  would 
have  been  unquestionably  stronger  in  1833,  and 
1 1 1 a 1 iniquitous  system  might  have  hern  perpetual. 

Nor  is  it  particular  interests  only  that  suffer  by 
the  paper  system,  but  by  it  the  balance  of  trade  i3 
constantly  rendered  more  unfavorable  to  this  coun- 
try. hy  the  great  increase  of  the  prices  of  imports 
and  of  all  that  is  consumed  here,  whilst  nothing 


more  is  obtained  for  our  exports,  that  being  govern- 
ed by  the  foreign  market.  The  great  argument  for 
the  banking  system,  that  it  increases  the  prices  of 
lands  and  plantations,  is  entirely  fallacious.  For 
whose  benefit  is  this  increase?  Not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  planter  or  farmer,  but  of  the  speculator  only; 
for  if  the  planter  or  farmer  sell  at  higli  prices, 
they  must  give  high  prices  when  they  purchase 
again — and  the  parent,  who  desires  to  purchase  for 
his  children  farms  and  plantations,  to  begin  the 
world  upon,  or  any  other  person  first  becoming  a 
planter  or  farmer,  must  pay  a price  vastly  enhanced 
by  the  paper  system.  The  debtors  of  Mississippi 
we  are  told  would  be  ruined  by  abandoning  the  pa- 
per system.  Directly  the  reverse  is  the  fact,  for 
the  debts  of  the  insolvent  debtors  must  be  chiefly 
paid  by  the  nett  profits  of  cotton  planting,  which 
we  have  seen  is  vastly  increased  by  the  absence  of 
paper  money.  Nor  do  we  design  to  effect  any 
very’  sudden  revolution,  for  the  specie  clause  of  the 
sub-treasury  bill  went  into  operation  only  slowly 
and  gradually,  after  the  expiration  of  seven  years", 
when  it  was  supposed  most  existing  debts  would 
have  been  liquidated.  Our  object  is  to  expel  at 
once  from  circulation  all  bank  paper  except  that 
payable  at  all  times  upon  demand  in  specie,  and 
gradually  to  abolish  all  bank  notes  of  a less  deno- 
mination than  twenty  dollars,  and  to  fill  up  the  va- 
cuum with  gold  and  silver.  I do  not  hesitate,  how- 
ever, to  avow  it  as  my  own  wish  and  opinion,  for 
which  I only  am  responsible,  (and  not  the  party), 
that  when  this  great  reform  shall  have  been  accom- 
plished, such  will  be  the  improvement  of  public 
morals,  the  augmented  prosperity  of  the  country, 
and  increased  vigor  of  republican  principles,  that 
we  might  in  time  proceed  to  the  expulsion  of  all 
bank  notes  of  a denomination  less  than  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  perhaps  be  enabled  ultimately  to 
dispense  with  the  whole  system;  a system  that  was 
brought  into  existence  less  than  two  centuries  ago, 
by  government  extravagance,  that  does  not  now 
exist  in  one- tenth  of  the  nations  of  the  globe,  and 
that  never  did  exist  in  the  great  and  prosperous 
island  of  Cuba,  within  five  days  sail  of  our  coast. 
Let  us  proceed  then  slowly  and  gradually,  but  firm- 
ly and  fearlessly,  with  this  great  w’ork,  unterrifiecl 
by  the  clamor  of  the  banks  that  will  resist  all  di- 
minution of  their  power,  and  all  decrease  of  their 
circulation  and  dividends;  let  us  proceed  by  appeals 
to  the  judgment  of  the  people,  to  act  through  the 
peaceful  instrumentality  of  the  ballot  box.  Let  no 
inconsiderate  haste  or  lawless  violence  mark  our 
career;  and,  above  all,  let  us  never  violate  the  just 
rights  of  property  or  the  sacred  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution. And  especially  let  our  war  be  upon  sys- 
tems, and  not  upon  individuals.  Ruinous  as  are 
the  effects,  demoralizing  and  anti-republican  the 
tendencies,  of  the  banking  system,  many  honest 
but  deluded  men  have  been,  and  afeware  still  con- 
nected with  the  system.  Let  us  ask  all  such  men, 
guided  by  facts,  and  enlightened  by  experience,  to 
review  their  opinions,  and  to  unite  with  us  in  ac- 
complishing the  great  reform  of  the  banking-  sys- 
tem, now  proposed  by  the  republican  party.  In 
disavowing  all  personal  hostility  to  the  officers  of 
banking  institutions,  I must  not  be  considered  as 
desiring  to  propitiate  the  favor  of  the  banking  inte- 
rest. No;  witli  my  views  and  opinions,  that  is  im- 
possible; and,  with  the  exception  of  one  old  ami 
valued  friend,  whose  lonir,  ardent,  honest  and  effi- 
cient support  of  the  democratic  party  never  should 
be  forgotten,  and  who,  I trust,  will  yet  co-operate 
with  us  on  this  great  question,  I must  expect  from 
the  banking  interest  nothing  but  opposition,  strong 
and  ardent.  This  opposition  I must  be  prepared 
to  encounter  and  combat,  with  becoming  courtesy, 
and  proper  regard  for  the  feelings  and  character  of 
others,  but  when  [ shall  cease  to  exercise  that  no- 
blest privilege  of  an  American  citizen,  the  right  of 
expressing  fully  my  opinions  as  heretofore  upon  all 
great  public  questions,  1 shall  consider  life  as  utter- 
ly worthless — and  neither  the  concentrated  opposi- 
tion of  the  banking  and  moneyed  power — nor  the 
tongue  of  slander- — nor  the  pen  of  calumny — nor 
threats  of  violence — nor  dread  of  personal  conse- 
quences, shall  deter  me  from  a zealous  and  fearless 
support,  in  and  out  of  the  senate,  of  all  the  princi- 
ples avowed  in  this  communication.  It  is  a con- 
flict for  liberty,  and  although  victory  would  be  glo- 
rious in  so  good  a cause,  it  would  be  glorious  even 
to  fall  in  such  a struggle. 

I must  tender  to  you,  gentlemen,  the  homage  of 
a grateful  heart,  for  the  favorable  opinions  express- 
ed iir  your  letter,  and  your  more  than  generous  sup- 
port and  indulgent  confidence  will  he  remembered 
by  me  with  affection  and  gratitude,  till  the  last 
pulse  of  life  shall  cease  to  beat.  Your  friend  and 
fellow  citizen,  R.  J.  WALKER. 

To  Messrs.  A.  G.  McNutt,  Tfios.  Hinds,  V.  E. 
Howard,  Samvel  A.  Cartwright , S.  J.  Colson,  llrm. 
i M.  Gwin,  R.  M.  Gaines,  and  others. 
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A heavy  account.  The  North  American,  a paper  pub- 
lished at  Swanton,  Vt.  contains  a table  setting  forth 
the  amount  of  property  burned  and  pillaged  by  the 
troops  and  loyalists  in  Lower  Canada,  during  the  late 
insurrection . The  following  recapitulation  exhibits  the 
result: 

Houses  burned,  ...  213 

Houses  demolished,  (in  St.  Anthanese),  20 

Barns,  stables  and  out  houses  burnt,  - 380 

Families  plundered,  - - - 3,061 

Total  amount  of  property  destroyed,  $819,217 

The  population  of  Pittsburg  and  its  environs  is  esti- 
mated in  “Harris’  Directory”  at  60,000,  viz: 

Native  born  Americans,  - - 28,000 

Irish,  ....  10,000 

German,*  ....  12,000 

English,  ....  2,800 

Welsh,  ....  2,000 

Scotch,  ....  2,000 

French,  ....  700 

African,  ....  2,5000 


60,000 

The  Pittsburg  Gazette  thinks  the  above  an  exagge- 
rated estimate,  and  that  the  error  lies  priticipally  in  the 
second  and  third  items. 

Theatrical  criticism.  Capt.  Marryatt  in  his  “Diary,” 
gives  the  following  as  a specimen  of  American  criti- 
cism; it  is  at  least  expressive: 

“Well.  Abel,  what  d’ye  think  of  our  native  genius, 
Mister  Forest?” 

“Well,  I don’t  go  much  to  theatricals,  that’s  a fact; 
but  I do  think  he  piled  the  agony  up  a little  too  high  in  the 
last  scene.” 

Amount  of  specie  imported  into  New  Orleans  from 
foreign  ports,  for  the  week  ending  the  5th  August,  1839, 
viz: 

Silver,  ....  $214,780 

Silver  bullion,  ....  5,000 

$219,780 

About  five  hundred  youths  have  been  enlisted  since 
the  passage  of  the  law  authorising  the  employment  of 
apprentices  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States.  Two 
hundred  and  four  of  these  have  been  placed  on  board 
of  sea-going  vessels. 

The  Great  Western.  Hunt’s  Merchant’s  Magazine 
for  August  contains  an  interesting  table  of  the  several 
passages  of  this  noble  steamer.  From  this  table  it  ap- 
pears that  she  has  made  seventeen  passages  from  and 
to  Bristol.  The  average  of  these  passages  from  New 
York  is  13  3-4  days.  The  shortest  was  12  1-2 days;  the 
longest  15  days.  The  average  of  the  passages  from 
Bristol  was  16  1-2  days;  the  shortest  13  days,  and  the 
lonoest  21  days.  The  average  of  all  the  passages  out 
and  home,  was  15  days.  By  one  of  the  passages  from 
New  York  to  Bristol  despatches  by  the  ship  were  re- 
ceived in  Liverpool  and  London  on  the  thirteenth  day 
after  leaving  New  York,  say  on  the  evening  of  the 
seventeenth  of  October,  having  left  New  York,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  fourth  of  that  month.  By  the  same, 
and  by  one  other  passage,  passengers  and  despatches 
reached  Paris,  by  the  way  of  England  on  the  fifteenth 
day. 

New  England  quarries.  The  stones  of  the  Girard 
orphan  college,  are  obtained  from  the  marble  quarries 
in  Sheffield,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and 
transported  to  the  Hudson  rail  road.  The  blocks  for 
the  columns  are  of  an  average  measurement  of  six  feet 
in  diameter,  are  rounded  and  rough  hewn  at  the  quarry, 
and  cost  $130  a block  when  ready  for  transportation. 
The  distance  of  land  carriage  is  24  to  26  miles. 

Health  of  Trenton,  N.  J.  As  an  evidence  of  the 
health  of  Trenton,  we  state  the  remarkable  fact,  that 
there  has  not  been  a burial  in  the  Presbyterian  church- 
yard, although  the  Presbyterian  congregation  is,  ex- 
cepting perhaps  the  Methodist,  the  largest  in  the  city, 
since  the  lllh  day  of  February,  being  nearly  six  months. 

[Trenton  Gazette. 

We  have  seen  in  the  newspapers  a great  many 
foolish  statements  concerning  the  queen  of  England’s 
household.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  ladies  about 
her  majesty’s  person,  with  the  amount  respectively  of 
their  salaries  which  we  publish  for  the  information  of 
those  who  are  interested  in  such  matters. 

[Nat.  Gnz. 

Principal  Lady  of  the  bedchamber,  marchioness  of 
Normanby,  500 1. 

Ladies  of  the  bedchamber.  Marchioness  of  Breadal- 
bane  500?.  marchioness  of  Tavistock  500?.  countess 
of  Charlemount  500?.  countess  of  Burlington  500?.  lady 
Portman  500?.  lady  Littleton  500?.  lady  Barham  500Z. 

Maids  of  honor.  Hon.  H.  Pitt,  300?.  hon.  M.  Dillon, 
300Z.  hon.'  Miss  Cocks,  300?.  hon.  Miss  Cavendish,  300?. 
hon.  M.  Paget,  300?.  Miss  Murry,  300?.  Miss  Lister, 
300?.  Miss  Spring  Rice,  300?. 

Bedchamber  women.  Lady  C.  Barrington,  300?.  lady 
H.  Clive,  300?.  lady  C.  Copley,  300?.  viscountess  Forbes, 
300?.  hon.  Mrs.  Brand,  300?.  lady  Gardner,  300?.  hon. 
Mrs.  J.  Campbell,  300?.  To’al  8,500?.  sterling. 

A great  auctioneer.  Mr.  George  Robbins,  “through 
whose  instrumentality  half  the  landed  property  in  Eng- 
land has  changed  hands,”  announces  simultaneously, 


*Some  of  the  most  intelligent  German  gentlemen 
think  the  population  13,000. 


first  50,000  acres  of  land  in  America;  then  a villa  and 
lands,  with  1,500  acres,  the  favorite  residence  of 'Pus- 
cany,  and  not  far  removed  from  Florence;  then  follows 
600  acres  of  land  in  Britanny,  especially  adapted  to 
successful  emigration;  and  lastly,  a little  castle  and  400 
acres  of  land,  approaching  the  lamed  city  of  Athens. 
This  is  indeed  a new  era  in  the  vocatfbn  of  an  auc- 
tioneer. 

Iron  steamboat.  We  learn  from  the  Pittsburg  Ga- 
zette of  Saturday,  that  the  large  iron  steamboat  now  in 
progress  of  construction  in  that  city  will  be  launched 
in  a few  days.  Pier  length,  (the  Gazette  states),  is  about 
145  feet,  breadth  of  beam  25  feet,  and  depth  of  hold  6 
feet.  Her  hull  is  composed  entirely  of  iron. 

Her  bottom,  sides  and  deck,  are  of  sheets  of  iron, 
secured  together  by  almost  innumerable  rivets;  her 
ribs  and  beams  are  formed  of  strips  of  iron  bent  into 
this  shape  L,  so  as  to  give  them  stiffness  and  to  per- 
mit the  bottom  and  the  deck  sheets  to  be  readily  rivet- 
ed to  them.  A water  proof  bulkhead  extends  through 
her  whole  length,  and  three  similar  bulkheads  divide 
her  length  into  four  parts. 

Her  hold  will,  therefore,  be  divided  into  six  com- 
partments, all  separated  by  water  proof  sheet  iron  bulk- 
heads, thus  rendering  the  sinking  of  the  boat  almost 
impossible.  Her  guards  will  also  be  composed  exclu- 
sively of  iron,  so  that  her  hull  is  entirely  safe  {from  fire. 
The  whole  frame  of  the  deck  is  so  well  secured  to- 
gether as  to  give  her  very  great  stiffness  and  tenacity. 

An  eye  to  business.  Meeting  in  our  exchange  papers 
the  account  we  gave  last  week  of  the  perilous  adven- 
ture of  Chapin  and  Robinson  at  the  falls,  reminds  us 
of  a circumstance  connected  therewith,  which  we  had 
not  time  to  narrate.  After  Robinson,  by  daring  and 
skill,  had  reached  the  islet  upon  which  Chapin  was  so 
providentially  thrown,  the  two  were  observed  by  the 
anxious  spectators  to  be  very  busy  for  some  time 
among  the  underbush  which  covers  it.  No  human 
foot  probably  had  ever  before  pressed  the  spot  they 
stood  upon,  and  though,  while  there,  they  were  out 
of  danger,  escape  seemed  almost  hopeless.  Their 
every  movement  was  consequently  watched  with  the 
greatest  anxiety,  while  they  were  making  preparations, 
as  was  supposed,  for  their  fearful  voyage.  On  land- 
ing, it  was  found  they  had  brought  with  them  a neat 
lo°  of  trim  canes.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that 
both  are  Yankees.  Their  cool  courage  and  eye  to  the 
main  chance  sufficiently  attest  the  fact. 

[Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser. 

American  cambooses  in  English  veesels.  We  are  in- 
formed that  the  Great  Western,  just  before  she  sailed, 
changed  her  English  camboose,  which  was  found  not 
to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  ship,  for  one  made  by  the 
Messrs.  Wood  & Co.  of  New  York,  and  one  of  the 
same  kind  has  also  been  ordered  for  the  new  steam 
ship  building  at  Bristol.  The  American  article  costs 
much  less,  and  is  infinitely  better  calculated  for  the 
use  of  steam  ships  or  packets  than  any  thing  of  the 
kind  that  has  been  made  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. [Express. 

The  revenue  that  accrued  at  the  port  of  Boston,  for 
the  month  ending  the  1st  inst.  was  $430,690,  against 
$303,538  at  the  same  period  last  year,  and  showing  an 
increase  of  $127,160. 

At  Moscow  there  are  112  market  places,  with  3,884 
shops,  2,805  other  shops  and  warehouses,  89  dress 
makers’  and  mercers’  shops,  11  fishmongers,  70  hotels 
and  inns,  14  coffee  houses,  27  confectioners,  200  ta- 
verns, 10  eating  houses,  239  wholesale  wine  merchants, 
123  retail  wine  shops,  562  manufactories,  among  which 
are  205  for  cotton  goods,  54  for  silks,  49  for  linens,  and 
21  for  woollens,  20  printing  offices,  of  which  7 belong 
to  the  government,  12  lithographic  engravers,  165  pub- 
lic carriages,  2,304  private  coaches,  2,137  caleshes,  229 
phaetons,  10,229  Russian  carriages,  13,343  sledges, 
5,692  wagons.  The  club  of  nobTes  was  visited  last 
year  by  18,227  persons,  merchants’  club  by  30,411, 
English  club  51,100,  German  club  101,755;  the  Russian 
theatre  by  354,691,  and  the  French  theatre  by  51,205. 

Western  traders.  The  Galena  Gazette  mentions  the 
arrival  there  of  four  men  from  Seldirk’s  settlement,  se- 
ven hundred  and  fifty  miles  northwest  of  St.  Peters’. 
They  are  said  to  be  intelligent  half-breeds,  and  came 
on  a trading  expedition.  They  brought  with  them 
large  quantities  of  dressed  deer  skins,  worked  moca- 
sins,  buffalo  robes,  dried  buffalo  meat,  &c.  besides  a 
large  number  of  beef  cattle.  The  mosl  of  the  latter 
were  sold  at  St.  Peters’  and  Prairie  du  Chien. 

Portsmonth  stockings.  The  factory  in  this  town, 
which  is  the  most  extensive  in  New  England,  is  now 
in  full  operation.  Last  week,  3,000  pairs  of  woollen 
hose  were  completed.  Constant  employment  is  given 
to  about  220  hands,  in  and  about  the  factory.  The 
spinning  room  is  now  in  operation,  and  most  of  the 
yarn  used  is  there  spun.  About  a hundred  pounds  of 
wool  are  now  spun  and  manufactured  daily. 

[Portsmouth,  N.  H.  Journal. 

The  lieutenant  governor  of  Upper  Canada  has  offer- 
ed $2,000  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  Leit,  the  al- 
leged murderer  of  captain  Usher,  and  also  implicated 
in  the  late  affair  at  Coburg. 

The  Liverpool  Mercury  states  that  gen.  Skrzyneeki, 
the  heroic  leader  of  the  Poles  during  the  last  attempt  of 
that  brave  people  to  obtain  their  independence,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Egyptian  army. 

Fining  a governor.  A good  joke  is  told  of  governor 
Boggs.  By  the  ordinance  of  the  city  of  .Jefferson, 
END  OF  VOLUME  FIFTY-SIX 


discharging  a pistol  within  the  city  limits  is  punishable 
by  fine.  The  governor  broke  this  law  and  was  hauled 
up  before  the  mayor,  and  fined  five  dollars.  The  go* 
vernofi  protested— contending  that  he  had  the  power  to 
remit  the  fine.  The  mayor  denied  this  doctrine  and 
was  about  preparing  a mittimus  to  lodge  the  governor 
in  jail,  When  some  of  his  friends  forked  over,  and  re- 
leased the  dignitary  from  “durance  vile.”  As  there  is 
no  precedent  in  the  books,  we  commend  this  case  to 
the  attention  of  jurists.  [S?.  Louis  Republican. 

The  silk  bounty  in  Illinois,  gives  a premium  of  one 
dollar  for  every  ten  pounds  of  cocoons  produced  in  this 
state— for  every  pound  of  reeled  silk,  a premium  of  one 
dollar.  This  privilege  not  to  extend  to  bodies  corpo- 
rate and  politic. 

Trinity  church  steeple.  It  is  with  extreme  regret  that 
we  see  this  ancient  spire  in  progress  of  being  level- 
led to  the  ground.  It  has  stood  for  more  than  half  a 
century,  admired  by  strangers,  and  an  object  of  pride 
to  New  Yorkers.  This  church  was  built  soon  after 
the  great  fire  of  178S,  which  swept  every  building  but 
i one  then  standing  on  the  west  side  of  Broadway.  It 
had  been  intended  by  the  vestry  to  preserve  the  tower 
and  spire,  although  the  house  had  become  so  weak  as 
to  place  in  imminent  peril,  the  lives  of  those  who  wor- 
shipped in  that  ancient  temple  of  God.  But  on  taking 
down  the  rear  and  side  walls,  it  was  discovered  that  the 
whole  fabric  must  be  pulled  down,  as  the  tower  was 
not  sufficient  to  sustain  the  spire.  The  consequence 
was  that  much  against  the  will  and  wish  of  the  vestry, 
they  are  compelled  to  prostrate  the  whole.  We  pre- 
sume a very  similar  building  is  to  be  placed  on  its  scite, 
although  there  are  but  few  worshippers  left  in  that  sec- 
lion  of  the  city.  Grace  and  St.  Paul’s  are  but  thinly 
attended — one  church  wili  accommodate  the  whole. 

[N.  Y.  Times. 

Noble  generosity.  At  a meeting  of  an  association  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  the  south,  prepara- 
tory to  celebrating  the  centennial  anniversary  of  Metho- 
dism, and  for  ihe  purpose  of  establishing  a fund,  the 
interest  of  which,  a part  is  to  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  supecarwiated  ministers,  their  widows  and  orphans, 
and  tfie  cause  of  education;  col.  William  C.  Preston, 
whig  inember  of  theU.  S.  senate,  from  South  Caroli- 
na, being  one  of  the  audience,  rose  in  the  congregation 
and  briefly  stated  that  he  did  not  belong  to  the  Metho- 
dist church,  neither  did  any  of  his  family,  nor  did  he 
expect  they  ever  would,  but  added  that  he  consiaered 
himself  under  peculiar  obligations  to  that  branch  of 
the  Christian  church,  it  being  mainly  through  the  in- 
strumenfality  of  his  grandmother,  who  was  a sister  of 
Patrick  Henry  and  a member  of  the  Methodist  church, 
and  had  the  charge  of  his  education,  that  he  occupied 
the  station  he  now  held  in  the  United  States,  and  then 
added — Mr.  Secretary  put  my  name  down  for  one  thou- 
sand dollars!!  which  was  promplly  done,  and  as 
promptly  paid. 

Agricultural.  It  is  stated  that  Dr.  Joseph  E.  Muse, 
of  Cambridge,  Maryland,  has  a field  of  4 acres  of 
corn,  which  will  yield  105  bushels  of  shelled  corn  to 
the  acre.  He  made  70  bushels  to  the  acre  last  year. 

A.  T.  II.  Jones,  esq.  of  Somerset  county,  Maryland, 
gathered  this  season,  56  1 4 bushels  of  wheat  from  1 1-2 
gallons  sowing.  It  weighed  just  sixty  pounds  per  bu- 
shel. 

A relic  of  the  olden  times.  We  learn  through  the  po- 
liteness of  a valued  friend,  that  there  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  William  Walmsley,  of  Byberry  township, 
Philadelphia  county,  a pair  of  cart  wheels,  the  hubs  of 
which  in  his  grand-father’s  time  were  surrounded  by 
other  felloes,  and  were  pressed  into  service  by  the  go- 
vernment, for  the  conveyance  of  troops  and  baggage 
in  Braddock’s  western  expedition. 

After  the  defeat  they  were  returned  to  the  owner, 
(Wm.  Walmsley’s  grandfather),  and  have  remained  in 
the  family  ever  since.  If  the  old  hubs  could  speak, 
how  would  the  spokes  be  astonished?  What  an  inte- 
resting story  they  might  tell  of  by-gone  days,  when  the 
young  Washington  was  fighting  under  the  British  flag 
and  bravely  protecting  the  haughty  English  regulars, 
witli  his  gallant  little  band  of  Virginia  riflemen?  What 
revolutions  have  taken  place  since  those  old  hubs  first 
did  duty?  There  is  certainly  something  interesting 
even  in  things  inanimate,  when  their  antiquity  con- 
nects them  with  the  olden  time. 

[Bucks  County  Intelligencer. 

There  are  four  native  Albinoes  in  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois. Two  of  them  are  lads,  and  they  are  quite  indus- 
trious; the  others  are  girls.  The  Springfield  Journal 
says,  that  they  have  fine  voices,  and  could  they  but  re- 
ceive proper  instruction,  would  make  accomplished 
singers. 

The  editor  of  the  Worcester  j£gis  says,  that  he 
once  knew  an  Albino  in  Connecticut,  who  was  a sing- 
ing master.  Though  young  his  hair  and  beard  were 
as  white  as  this  paper,  and  his  pink  colored  eyes  were 
so  delicate  that  lie  was  obliged  to  keep  them  constant- 
ly covered  by  green  glasses,  or  otherwise  from  strong 
light.  He  had  a brother  like  himself  in  these  respects. 

By  a recent  statement  in  a Jamaica  paper,  it  ap- 
pears that  that  island  contains  35,000  white  inhabitants, 
100,000  free  colored,  and  311,000  newly  emancipated 
apprentices.  There  are  135,000  white  and  black,  who 
can  vote. 

Travel.  The  London  Spectator  remarks,  that 
4,000,000  fewer  persons  travelled  by  stage  coach  in 
1S38  than  1836;  and  15,400,000  more  by  railway  in  the 
same  period. 
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